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LEGISLATURE     OF    NEW    ZEALAND. 


GOVEENOE. 

Hn  ExceUeDcy  Sir  Hsboulss  GsoiieB  Bobxbt  Bobiksov,  Enight  Gband  Orott  of  the  Most 
DistingaUhed  Order  of  Saint  Michael  and  Saint  Gheorge. 


TKB  MINISTET. 
To  8th  Octobeb,  1879. 


Premier,  Colonial  Treasurer,  Oommissioner  of  Cos- 

toms,  and  Commissioner  of  Stamp  Duties 
Colonial  Secretarj      

Minister  for  Public  Works 

NstiTe  Minister  and  Minister  of  Justice     

Postmaster-General  and  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs 

Minister  of  Lands       

Minister  of  Mines  and  Immigration  

Without  Portfolio       


The  Hon.  Sir  Geobob  Gbby,  K.C.B. 

The   Hon.    G-bobgb    Stoddabt  Whitxobb, 

C.M.G. 
The  Hon.  Jahbs  Maoakdbbw. 
The  Hon.  John  Shbbhan. 
The  Hon.  Jambb  Tbkplb  Fibheb. 
The  Hon.  Jakes  Williah  Thomsok. 
The  Hon.  William  Gisbobnb. 
The  Hon.  John  Nathaniel  Wilbon. 


From  8th  Octobeb,  1879. 


Premier  and  Colonial  Secretary        

Attomej-Q«neral       

Colonial  Treasurer  and  Commissioner  of  Customs ... 
Minister  of  Lands  and  Immigration,  and  Minister 

of  Education       ...         ...         ...         

Minister  for  Public j Works 

Minister  for  Natire  Affairs 


The  Hon.  John  Hall. 

The  Hon.  Fbedbbiok  Whitaob. 

The  Hon.  Haeby  Albebt  Atkinsoit. 

The  Hon.  William  Bollebton. 
The  Hon.  Biohabd  Ouybb. 
The  Hon.  John  Bbtcb. 


EOLL  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE   COUNCILLOES. 


Acland,  Hon.  John  Barton  Arundel,  Canterbury. 

BaiUie,  Hon.  WilUam  Douglas  Hall,  Marlborough 
(Chairman  of  Committees). 

Bell,  Hon.  Sir  Francis  Dillon,  Otago. 

Bonar,  Hon.  James  Alexander,  Westland. 

Brett,  Hon.  De  Benzie  James,  Canterbury. 

Buckley,  Hon.  George,  Canterbury. 

Buckley,  Hon.  Patrick  Alphonsus,  Wellington. 

Campbell,  Hon.  Robert,  Otago. 

Chamberlin,  Hon.  Heniy,  Auckland. 

Dignan,  Hon.  Patrick,  Auckland. 

Edwards,  Hon.  Nathaniel,  Nelson. 

Kuherbert,  Hon.  Sir  William,  K.C.M.G.,  Wel- 
lington (Speaker). 

Fraser,  Hon.  Thomas,  Otago. 

Ghrace,  Hon.  Morgan  Stanislaus,  Wellington. 

Qray,  Hon.  Ernest,  Canterbury. 


Hart,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 

Henderson,  Hon.  Thomas,  Auckland. 

Holmes,  Hon.  Mathew,  Otago. 

Johnson,  Hon.  George  Randall,  Wellington. 

Johnston,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 

Eenny,  Hon.  William  Henry,  Auckland. 

Kohere,  Hon.  Mokena,  Waiapu. 

Lahmann,  Hon.  Henry  Herman,  Westland. 

Mantell,  Hon.  Walter  Baldock  Durant,  Wellington. 

Martin,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 

Menzies,  Hon.  James,  Otago. 

Miller,  Hon.  Henry  John,  Otago. 

Ngatata,  Hon.  Wi  Tako,  Wellmgton. 

Nurse,  Hon.  William  Hugh,  Otf^o. 

Paterson,  Hon.  James,  Otago. 

Peacock,  Hon.  John  Thomas,  Canterbury. 

Peter,  Hon.  William  Spence,  Canterbury. 
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EOLL  OP  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COVT^CILLO'Ra— continued. 


PhtrKjn,  Hon.  Charles  Johnson,  Wellington. 
Pollen,  Hon.  Daniel,  Auckland. 
Benwick,  Hon.  Thomas,  Nelson. 
Bejnolds,  Hon.  William  Hunter,  Otago. 
Bidimond,  Hon.  Mathew,  C.B.,  Nelson. 
Bobinson,  Hon.  William,  Nelson. 
Bussell,  Hon.  Heniy  Robert,  Hawke's  Bay. 
Scotland,  Hon.  Henry,  Taranaki. 
Taiaroa^  Hon.  Hori  Kerei,  Otago. 


Waterhouse,  Hon.  G-eorge  Marsden,  Wellington. 
Whitaker,  Hon.  Frederick,  Auckland. 
Whitmore,    Hon.    George    Stoddart,     O.M.G., 

Hawke's  Bay. 
Wigley,  Hon.  Thomas  Henry,  Canterbury. 
Williamson,  Hon.  James,  Auckland. 
Wilson,  Hon.  John  Nathaniel,  Hawke's  Bay. 
Wood,  Hon.  WUliam,  Otago. 


LIST  OP  MEMBEES   OP  THE   HOUSE   OP  REPEESENTATIVES. 


Adams,  William  Acton  Blakeway,  City  of  Nelson. 

Allwnght,  Harry,  Lyttelton. 

Andrews,  Samuel  Paull,  City  of  Christchurch. 

Atkinson,  Hon.  Harry  Albert,  Egmont 

Bain,  James  Walker,  Invercargill. 

Ballance,  John,  Bangitikei. 

Barron,  William,  Caversham. 

Beetham,  George,  Wairarapa. 

Bowen,  Charles  Christopher,  Eaiapoi. 

Brandon,  Alfred  de  Bathe,  Wellington  Country. 

Brown,  James  Clark,  Tuapeka. 

Bryce,  Hon.  John,  Wanganui. 

Bunny,  Henry,  Wairarapa. 

Colbeck,  William  Henry,  Marsden. 

De  Lautour,  Cecil  Albert,  Mount  Ida. 

Dick,  Thomas,  City  of  Dunedin. 

Driver,  Henry,  Roslyn. 

Finn,  Hugh  Joseph,  Wakatipu. 

Fisher,  James  Bickerton,  Buller. 

Fisher,  Hon.  James  Temple,  Heathcote. 

Fulton,  James,  Taieri. 

George,  Seymour  Thorne,  Bodney. 

Gibbs,  William,  Collingwood. 

Gisborne,  Hon.  William,  Totara. 

Grey,  Hon.  Sir  George,  K.C.B.,  Thames. 

Hall,  Hon.  John,  Selwyn. 

Hamlin,  Ebenezer,  Franklin. 

Han-is,  Benjamin,  Franklin. 

Hirst,  Henry,  Wallace. 

Hislop,  Thomas  William^  Waitaki. 

Hurst,  William  John,  City  of  Auckland. 

Hursthouse,  Bichmond,  Motueka. 

Hutchison,  William,  City  of  Wellington. 

Ireland,  George,  Waikaia. 

Johnston,  Walter  Woods,  Manawatu. 

Kelly,  Thomas,  Town  of  New  Plymouth. 

Kenny,  Courtney  William  Ay Imer  Thomas,  Picton. 

Levin,  William  Hort,  City  of  Wellington. 

Lundon,  John,  Mongonui  and  Bay  of  Islands. 

Macandrew,  Hon.  James,  Port  Chalmers. 

Mason,  Thomas,  Hutt. 

Masters,  Edward,  Grey  Valley. 

McCaughan,  Patrick  Kenny,  Riverton. 

McDonald,  Allan,  East  Coast. 

McLean,  George,  Waikouaiti. 

Montgomery,  William,  Akaroa. 


Moorhouse,  William  Seffcon,  Ashley. 

Moss,  Frederick  Joseph,  Pamell. 

Murray,  William  Archibald,  Bruce. 

Oliver,  Hon.  Bichard,  City  of  Dunedin. 

Ormond,  John  Davies,  Clive. 

O'Rorke,  George  Maurice,  Town  of  Onehunga 
(Speaker). 

Pitt,  Albert,  City  of  Nelson. 

Pyke,  Vincent,  Dunstan. 

Beeves,  Richard  Harman  JefFares,  Grey  Valley. 

Reid,  Robert  Caldwell,  Hokitika. 

Richardson,  Hon.  Edward,  C.M.G.,  City  of 
Christchurch. 

Richmond,  Andrew  James,  Suburbs  of  Nelson. 

RoUeston,  Hon.  William,  Avon. 

Russell,  William  Russell,  Napier. 

Saunders,  Alfred,  Cheviot. 

Seddon,  Richard  John,  Hokitika. 

Seymour,  Arthur  Penrose,  Wairau  (Chairman  of 
Committees). 

Shanks,  James  Stewart,  Mataura. 

Sheehan,  Hon.  John,  Thames. 

Shephard,  Joseph,  Waimea. 

Shrimski,  Samuel  Edward,  Waitaki. 

Speight,  William  James,  City  of  Auckland  East. 

Stevens,  Edward  Cephas  John,  City  of  Christ- 
church. 

Stewart,  William  Downie,  City  of  Dunedin. 

Studholme,  John,  Gladstone. 

Sutton,  Frederick,  Napier. 

Swanson,  William,  Newton. 

Tainui,  Ihaia,  Southern  Maori. 

Tawhai,  Hone  Mohi,  Northern  Maori. 

Te  Wheoro,  Wiremu,  Western  Maori. 

Thomson,  Hon.  James  William,  Clutha. 

Tole,  Joseph  Augustus,  Eden. 

Tomoana,  Henare,  Eastern  Maori. 

Trimble,  Robert,  Grey  and  Bell. 

Tumbull,  Richard,  Timaru. 

Wakefield,  Edward,  Qeraldine. 

Wallis,  James,  City  of  Auckland  West. 

Whitaker,  Frederick  Alexander,  Waipa. 

Wliyte,  John  Blair,  Waikato. 

Willis,  William  Jarvis,  Rangitikei. 

Wood,  Reader  Gilson,  Waitemata. 

Wright,  Edward  George,  Coleridge. 
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Abolition  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  138 ;  2b.  460 

Abahs,  Mr.  W.  A.  B.,  Nelson  City, 
Christchurch  atj,  m.  346 
libraries,  q.  57 
License  Fees,  q.  57 

Licensing  BiU  (No.  1),  2b.  485,  486,  492,  494 
Local  Manufactures,  m.  442 
Ministry,  m.  172 
Kelson  Harbour,  q,  56 
Nelson  Lunatic  Asylum,  q.  514 
Nelson  Naval  Training  School,  q.  428 
Nelson  Public  Works,  q.  57 
Northern  Maori  District,  «i.  310 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  195 

Address  in  St^ply, 

Ic,  Sel.  Com.  5;  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Wood),  11; 
presented,  137 

*.,  m.  (Mr.  Andrews),  23,  59,  99,  111,  140 ;  pre- 
sented, 166 

Adjournment^ 
A.,  IB.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  8 

Administration  Bill, 
I.C.,  IB.  135 :  2b.  644 

Administration  of  Justice, 
*.,  m,  (Mr.  Finn),  178 


Agent' General, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell),  602 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Shrimski),  609 

Allwbioht,  Mr.  H.,  Lgttelton, 

Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  457 
Triennial  ParliamenU  Bill,  2b.  198 

Andbbwb,  Mr.  S.  P.,  dig  of  Christchurch, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  23 
Auckland  Members,  m.  615 
Auckland  Native  Land  Court,  q.  301 
Climie,  D.,  and  Gwynneth,  J.,  wi.  616 
Gold -and   Diamond-Prospecting,    Canterbury, 

5.657 
Government  Banking  Arrangements  Committee, 

9n.  664 
Land-Tax,  q.  431 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  494 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  628,  632,  642 
Local  Self-government,  m.  668 
Mr.  Hall's  Besignation  of  his  Seat  in  the  Coun- 
cil, m  401 
Police  Court  Payments  by  Stamps,  q.  335 
Bail  way  Employes,  q.  140 
Bail  way  Tickets  and  Officials,  q.  179 
Supply,  m.  521,  522 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  415 
Waiuku  Becreation  Beserve  Bill,  2b.  817 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  455 

Architects  in  Public  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stevens),  22 
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Armed  Settlers,  ^c, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Murray),  264 

Aroha  Block, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ormond),  57 

Arrowtoton  Survey  Office, 
h.,  q,  (^Ir.  Finn),  382 

Ashburton  County  Council  Waterworks  Bill, 
h.,  lE.  22  ;  2b.  497 

Ashburton  Courthouse, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Wright),  300 

Atkiksoit,  Major,  Eymont  (Colonial  Treasurer 
and  Commissioner  of  Customs  from  8tb 
October), 

Auckland  City  West,  m.  344,  345 

Auckland  Members,  m.  528,  529,  556 

Auckland  Turnpike  Bill,  2r.  457,  460 

Chalham  Islands  Land-Tax,  q.  301 

Coasting  Trade,  q.  433 

Deficiency  Bills,  m.  110,  111 

Gold  Duty,  m.  480 

Gold  Exports,  q.  385 

Gk)ld  Returns,  q.  384,  385 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  1b.  528 

J.  Jones,  m.  298,  299 

Land-Tax,  q.  179 

Land-Tax  Act,  q.  383 

Land-Tax  Department,  q.  179 

Ministry,  w.  i76 

Mr.  Hairs  Resignation  of  his  Seat  in  the  Coun- 
cil, Obs.  399 ;  m.  407 

Natire  Statement,  37 1 

Nelson  Naval  Training  School,  q.  428 

Northern  Maori  District,  m.  303,  620 

Otago  Land  Fund,  q.  263 

Public  Revenues  Bill,  Int.  178,  226,  232,  253, 
254 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  225, 265, 266, 
394 

Speaker,  m.  3 

Stephen's  Island  Lighthouse,  q.  430 

Supply,  m.  317,  318,  321,  516,  522 

Taieri  County  Subsidies,  q,  263 

Triennial  Pariiaments  Bill,  2e.  187,  191,  409 

Trust  Funds,  q.  386 

Tuapeka  Municipal  Loan,  q.  264 

Use  of  "  Luna,"  q.  473 

Want  of  Confidence,  m.  577 

Water-races,  q.  384 

West  Coast  Public  Works,  m.  473,  474 

Auckland  City  West, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Hursthouse),  164,  165,  336,  512 

Auckland  Coal  Traffic, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Whyte),  882 

Auckland  College  and  Grammar  School  Bill, 
h.,  lE.  66 

Auckland  Expenditure, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Hislop),  655 


Auckland  Free  Publio  Library  Aid  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  470 

Auckland  Harbour  Beclamation  BUI, 
h.,  iB.  6 

Auckland  Improvement  Commissioners, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moss),  6 

Auckland  Improvement  Commissioners  Transfer 
qf  Powers  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  6  ;  2b.  315 

Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  6  ;  2b.  594 

Auckland  Members, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Hall),  515,  528, 664,  618 

Auckland  Native  Land  Court, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Andrews),  301 

Auckland  Provincial  Council  Library  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  6 

Auckland  Turnpike  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  844;  2b.  467 

Audit  of  Local  Bodies'  Accounts, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Finn),  96 

Audit  qf  Public  Companies*  Accounts, 
l.c.,m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Holmes),  217 

Awatere  Shearing  Reserve  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  208 


Baillie,  Hon.  Captain  W.  D.  H.,  Marlborough, 
Chairman  of  Committees, 
Local  Bills,  Obs.  427,  428 

Bain,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Invercargill, 
Bluff- Winton  Railway,  q.  263 
Cost  of  Last  Election,  q.  612 
Invercargill  Municipal  Sinking  Fund,  g.  268 
Southland  Crown  Lands,  q,  139 

Ballance,  Mr.  J.,  Wanganui, 
Bank  Account,  q.  58 
Gx>vemment  Banking  Account,  m.  613 
Public  Revenues  Bill,  Int.  232,  235 
Supply,  m.  517 

THinber  and  Grain  Exports  and  Import*,  q.  58 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2e.  445,  450, 
466 

Ballast-Train  Employ  is, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stevens),  139 

Ballot, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Hutehison),  58 

Baebok,  Mr.  W.,  Caversham, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  107 
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Baxbov,  Mp.  W. — continued. 

Dunedin-OaTenliam  Bridge^  q,  886 
Emplojinent  of  Labour,  q.  612 
Imprisonment  for  Debt  Abolition  Bill,  2s.  462 
Joint-Stock  Companiet  Bill,  2b.  699 

BnTHAK,  Mr.  G-.,  Wairarapat 

Gh)ld  Prospectors,  5.  95 

OoTemment  Bankuig  Arrangements  Commit- 
tee, m.  663,  664 

Napier  and  Meanee  Becreation-Ground  Bill, 
2b.  698 

Iforthem  Maori  District,  m.  302, 803,  306,  314, 
886 

PoUing-Flaoes,  q.  667 

Babbit  Nuisance,  q.  667 

Bbxl,  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon,  Otago, 
Agent-General,  m,  602,«  608* 
J^ferred-p^nnent  Land,  q.  466* 
Sduoation  Beserres,  q,  6 
IxNms,  m.  377 
liooal  BUls,  Obs.  427* 
Jjunatic  Asjlums,  m.  650* 
Minutrr,  Obs.  164.»  167,»  214» 
lilatiTe  Expenditure,  m,  378,»  881,«  606,«  612* 
TJniTersity,  m.  467* 
Pririlege,  m.  10 

Public  Berenues  Bill,  2b.  268,*  262* 
Bailwaj  Contracts,  m.  216* 

Benger  Bun,  869, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Ireland),  834 

Bluff  Harbour  Foreshore  Endowment  Billy 
i.,  IB.  66 ;  2b.  428 

BUff-Wiuton  Bailwaj, 
4.,  q.  (Mr.  Bain),  263 

Book  on  Fiji, 
i.,  q.  (Mr.  Sutton),  611 

Bowur,  Mr.  0.  C,  Kaiapoi, 
Addi«88  in  Beplr,  m.  140 
Aucldand  City  West.  m.  345 
Auckland  Turnpike  Bill,  2r.  469 
Cliristchurch  Citj,  m.  166,  347 
Oiril  Serrice  Appointments,  q.  139, 140 
€K>Temor's  Instructions  and  Commission,  q,  97 
Grain  Traffic  on  BaUways,  q.  834 
J.  Jones,  m.  299 
Kaiapoi  Bailway  Works,  96 
Land-Tax  Department,  q.  179 
Mandeyille  and  Bangiora  Drainage,  q.  264 
Ministry,  m.  174 

Onehnnga  Water  Beserre  Bill,  2b.  281 
Personal  Explanation  of  Mr.  Hall,  Obs.  99  j 

9.138 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  278 
Supply,  m.  819 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  186 
Waimakariri  Birer,  q,  472 
Wangumi  Endowed  Schools  Bill,  2b.  466 


Bbandok,  Mr.  A.  db  B.,  Wellington  Country, 
Auckland  City  West,  m.  342 
Electoral  Bolls,  m.  7 
Land  Transfer  Bill,  2b.  485 
Ministiy,  m.  168 
Northern  Maori  District,  m.  316 
Pauatahanui  Telegraph  Station,  q.  360 

Beett,  Hon.  Colonel,  Canterbury, 
Kirwee  Telegraph  Station,  q.  376* 
Ministry,  Obs.  213* 
Native  Affairs,  m.  137* 
Paramena  te  Oneone  v.  Kinross,  m.  666 
TJniTersity,  m,  467,*  476* 

Bribery  BUI, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Saunders),  97 

Brighton  Bailway, 
h.,  i».  (Mr.  Murray),  662 

Bbown,  Mr.  J.  C,  Tuapeka, 
Auckland  Members,  m.  567,  668 
DeficiencyBills,  m.  Ill 
Gt>Temment  Banking  Arrangements  Committee, 

m.664 
Honorarium,  m.  665 

Personal  Exphination  of  Mr.  Hall,  Obs.  98,  99 
Tuapeka  Municipal  Loan,  q>  264 

Bruce  Polling-Places, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Murray),  7 

Bbycb,  Mr.  J.,  Wanganui, 
Auckland  Natire  Land  Court,  q.  801 
Greymouth  Native  Beserve,  q.  482 
"  Hannah  Mokau,"  q.  300 
Hoiere  Natives'  Doctor,  q.  429 
Eaihau,  A.  and  H.,  q,  656,  657 
Mokau  Land,  q.  301 
Native  Expenditure,  q.  611,  658 
Native  Land  Purchases,  q.  429,  473 
Native  Lawsuits  Bill,  2b.  627 
Native  Eeserves  on  the  West  Coast,  q,  179 
Native  Statement,  850, 370,  374 
Ohinemuri  Outrage,  q,  432 
Parihaka  Natives,  g.  513 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  448,  466 
White,  J.,  q.  471 

Buckley,  Hon.  G.,  Canterbury, 
Agent-General,  m.  605* 
Exports,  fw.  600,*  602* 
Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  647,*  648* 
Ministry,  Obs.  213* 
Native  Expenditure,  m.  381* 
University,  m.  469* 

Bucblbt,  Hon.  P.  A.,  Wellington, 
Native  Expenditure,  m.  660 
Privilege,  m.  10 

BiTNNT,  Mr.  H.,  Wairarcma, 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  461 
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A.,  q.  (Mr.  Sutton),  430 

Cambridge  Branch  Railway, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Whyte),  478 

Camhridge-RotortM  Communicationt 
K  q-  (^-  Moss),  263 

Campbell,  Hod.  R,  Otago, 
Natire  Expenditure,  q.  877 

CanUrhury  Deferred  Payments, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Johnston),  22 

Canterbury  Rivers  BUI, 
K  IB.  66 

Chairman  of  Committees, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore),  5 
h.,m.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  7 

Chambeblik,  Hon.  H.,  Auckland, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  21 
Colonial  Industries,  q.  644 
Local  Industries,  q.  185 

Chatham  Islands  Land- Tax, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Wakefield),  801 

Cheviot  Election, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Saunders),  6 

Chinese  Immigration, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Gisbome),  656 

Christchurch  Church  Property  Trustees  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  168 :  2b.  218 

Christchurch  City, 

h.,    m.    (Mr.    Bowen),  166,  846,  882;     (Mr. 
Fulton),  560 

Christchurch  Drill-shed  BiU, 
A.,  lB.428;  2b.  626 

Christchurch    Hospital    and    Charitable    Aid 

Board, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Steyens),  610 

Civil  Service  Appointments, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Bowen),  189 

Climie,  D.,  and  Choynneth,  J., 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Hutchison),  444,  616 

CUve  Election, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Johnston),  840 

Clyde-WanaJca  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke),  481 

Coasting  Trade, 
K,  q.  (Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst),  488 


Colbbck,  Captain  W.  H.,  Marsden, 
Auckland  Members,  m.  678,  676,  677 

Colonial  Industries, 
h.,  q.  (Hon.  Bfr.  Chamberlin),  644 

Commissioner  of  Railways,  Middle  Island, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Dick),  98;  (Mr.  Hislop),  666 

Contempt  of  Court, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Hutchison),  618 

Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  660 

Cost  of  Last  Election, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bain),  612 

Counties  Act, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  886 

County  Council  Endowments, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Shanks),  429 

Cromwellr-Wanaka  Telegraph, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke),  431 

Customs  and  Land  Revenue, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McLean),  189 


D. 

Deaf-and'Dumb  Institution, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fulton),  28 

Debtors  and  Creditors  Act, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Wright),  882 

Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  188 

Deferred- Payment  Land, 
I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell),  466 

Deficiency  Bills, 
h,,  flf.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  110 

Db  Lautottb,  Mr.  C.  A.,  Mount  Ida, 

Address  in  Reply,  m,  126 

Ashburton  County  Council  Waterworks  Bill 
2b.  497 

Auckland  City  West,  m.  165,  840 

Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  694 

Auckland  Members,  m.  589,  566 

Gold  Duty,  m.  485,  670,  672 

Licensing  Bill  (No.  1),  492,  497 

Maniototo  C|rown  Lands,  m.  668,  660,  661 

Mines  Act,  m.  613 

Mines  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  463 

Ministry,  m.  177,  178 

Mr.  Hall's  Resignation  of  his  Seat  in  the  Coun- 
cil, m.  401,  408 

Northern  Maori  District,  m,  802 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  226,  891 

Supply,  m.  519 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  184, 192 
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Db  Laxttoub,  Mr.  C.  A.— continued, 
Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrowing 

BiU,  2b.  624 
Wanganui  Endowed  Schools  Bill,  2b.  449 

Dick,  Mr.  T.,  Citv  of  Dunedin, 
Address  in  Replj,  m,  88 
Brighton  Railway,  m.  662 
Commissioner  of  Railways,  Middle  Island,  q. 

98 
€k>rernment  Steamers,  q.  58 
Joint-Stock  Companies  Bill,  2b.  599 
Lioensing  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  632 
Local  Manufactures,  m.  441 
Maniototo  Crown  Lands,  m.  660 
Northern  Maori  District,  m.  313 
Supply,  m.  323 
Theatrical  Representations,  q.  7 

District  Courts  BUI, 
A.,  iB.  22;  2b.  655 

Divisions, 

A.,  Address  in  Reply,  m.  162 
Auckland  Members,  m.  616 
Brighton  Railway,  m.  662 
East  and  West  Coast  Railway,  m.618 
Gold  Duty,  m.  673 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  496 
New  Biyer  Pilot-Station  Reserre  Bill,  Com. 

674 
Supply,  m.  523 

Tnennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  198,  427 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Com.  674 

Drainage  Bill, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Seymour),  218 

Dramatic  Works  Copyright  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  382  ;  2b.  625 

Dbiybb,  Mr.  H.,  Boslyn, 
Deficiency  Bills,  m.  110 

Dromore  Goods- Shed, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Wright),  95 

Dunedin-Caversham  Bridge, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Barron),  386 

Duties  on  Deceased  Persons*  Estates  Bill, 
L,  IB.  560 


East  and  West  Bailtoag,  Middle  Island, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Andrews),  383;  m,  (Mr.  Saunders), 

East  Coast  Mail  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  23 

Eden  Tolls, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  434 


Education  Reserves, 
a.c,,  q,  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell),  5 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ireland),  612 

Election  Petitions  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  560 

Electoral  Acts  Eepeal  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  560 

Electoral  Bolls, 
h.,  tn.  (Mr.  Brandon),  7 ;  q.  (Mr.  GKsbome),  657 

Electric  Telegraph  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  428 

Employment  of  Labour, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Barron),  612 

Exports, 
i.c.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  G.  Buckley),  600 


Fencing  BiU, 
h,,  IB.  376 

Ferry  Mead- Sumner  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher),  473     . 

Finn,  Mr.  H.  J.,  Wakatipu, 

Administration  of  Justice,  q.  178 

AuckLind  City  Weat,  m.  340, 342 

Audit  of  Local  Bodies*  Accounts,  q,  96 

Arrowtown  Survey  Office,  q.  882 

Gold  Duty,  w».  484 

Hall,  Mr. :  Resignation  of  his  Seat  in  the  Legis* 

lative  Council,  Obs.  399 
Land-Bill,  2b.  582 
Land-Tax  Act,  q.  383 

Queenstown-Arrowtown  Communication,  q,  382 
Wakatipu  Agricultural  Land,  q.  178 
Wakatipu  Gold  Fields  Runs,  g.  265 
Walker,  B.,  and  McWhirter,  W.,  m.  663 

Fire  Brigades, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Richmond),  22 

Fisheries  Preservation  BUI, 
I.C.,  IB.  644 

FiSHEB,  Mr.  J.  B.,  Buller, 
Auckland  City  West,  m.  339 
Gold  Duty,  i7t.  483 
Hotiorarium,  m.  664 
Land  BUI,  2b.  585 
Nelson  Waste  Lands,  q.  349 
Supply,  m.  519 

West  Coast  Gold  Fields,  q.  471 
West  Coast  Roads,  q.  471 

FiSHEB,  Mr.  J.  T.,  Eeaihcote  (Postmaster-Gene- 
ral  and  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs  to  8th 
October), 

Address  in  Reply,  m.  99 

Cheyiot  Election,  q,  7 
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FiBHBB,  Mr.  J.  T.—eotUtHited, 

Climie,  D.,  and  Gwjnneth,  J.,  m.  617 

East  Coast  Mail  Serrice,  q.  23 

Ferry  Mead-Sumner  Bailwaj,  q.  478 

Hokianga  and  Mongonui  Telegraph  LineSi  q,  69 

Licensing  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  640 

Personal  Explanation,  Obs.  138 

Telegraph  Officials,  q.  95 

Five^Million  Loan, 
*.,  q.  (Mr.  Murraj),  263 

Fortnightly  Payment  of  Workmen, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Swanson),  22 

Fbasxb,  Hon.  Captain,  Otago, 
Agent-General,  m.  605 
Lunatic  Asjlums,  m.  644* 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  214* 
Native  Affairs,  m.  137,*  13H* 
Native  Expenditure,  m.  379,*  512 
Paramena  te  Oneone  v.  KinrosI,  m.  656 
University,  m.  469* 
Wellington-Hutt  EaUway,  q.  466* 

Friendly  Societies, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pitt),  657 

Ftlton,  Mr.  J.,  Taieri,     • 
Christchurch  City,  Bep.  660,  568 
Beaf-and-Dumb  Institution,  q.  28 
Henley  Eiver  Board,  q.  430 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  1),  2ii.  640 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  492 
Otago  School  Buildings,  q,  430 
Taieri  County  Subsidies,  q,  263 


G. 

Gaming  and  Lotteries  Bill, 
U.,  IB.  644 

Gaol  Officials, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Tole),  22 

Gbobgb,  Mr.  S.  T.,  Rodney, 
Helensville-Eaukapakapa  Bailway,  q.  610 
Helensville-Whangarei  Railway,  q.  429 
Honorarium,  m.  664 
Indigenous  Ghnsses,  q.  834 
Payment  of  Members,  q.  610 
Warkworth  Courthouse,  q,  656 
Wine  Manufacture,  q,  56 

GiBBS,  Mr.  W.,  CoUingwood, 
Gold  Duty,  m.  474,  480,  678 
Jones,  J.,  f».  297 
Land  Bill,  2b.  582 
Local  Manufactures,  m.  443 
Mines  Act,  m,  613 

Gisbobne,  Mr.  W.,  Totara  (Minister  of  Immi- 
gration and  Minister  of  Mines  to  8th  Octo- 
ber), 

Address  in  Beply,  m,  84 

Auckland  City  West,  m.  840,  841,  612 


Gisbobfe,  Mr.  W. — continued, 
Auckland  Members,  Obs.  628 
Chinese  Immigration,  q.  656 
Christchurch  City 
Electoral  Rolls,  q.  667 
Gold  Duty,  m.  479 
Gold  Prospectors,  q,  95 
Hall,  Mr. :  Resignation  of  hb  Seat  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  Obs.  399,  404,  407 
High  School  Reserves  Bill,  q,  666 
Jones,  J.,  m.  298,  299 
Land  Bill,  2b.  591 
Licensing  BUI  (No.  2),  2b.  487 
Northern  Maori  District,  m.  814,  316,  618 
Onehunga  Water  Reserve  Bill,  2b.  281 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  224 
Taxation,  m.  620 

Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  448,  452 
West  Coast  Public  Works,  m.  474 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  191 
Warden  for  Wairarapa,  q.  140 

Gishorne  Supreme  Court  Sittings, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McDonald),  334 

Gold-  and  Diamond- Prospecting,  Canterbury, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Andrews),  656 

Gold  Dnty, 
*.,  m.  (Mr.  Gibbs),  474,  670 

Gold  Exports, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Seddon),  386 

Gold  Fields, 
h,,  Sel.  Com.  6 

Gold  Prospectors, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Beetham),  96 

Gold  Betums, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  884 

Government  Banking  Arrangements, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Ballanoe),  613 ;  m.  (Mr.  Beetham), 
663 

Government  Contracts, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Swanson),  189 

Government  Steamers, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Dick),  58  j  q.  (Mr.  Hutchison),  188 

Governor* s  Instructions  and  Commission, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bowen),  97 

Governor^ s  Speech, 
I.e.,  opening  Parliament,  1 
h.,  read,  5 

Gbacb,  Hon.  M.  S.,  Wellington, 
Agent-General,  m.  605* 
Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  651* 
Native  Affairs,  m.  137 
Privilege,  m.  10* 
Unif ersity,  i».  469* 
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Orain,  Fhur,  cmd  Timber  Zhttiet, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Murray),  7 

Oraim  Traffic  on  BailtoaifSf 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  Bowen),  334 

ffrfy  Ministry, 

*.,  q,  (Sir  a.  Gbey),  472 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  HaU),514^ 
612 

Oreymonth-SokiHka  Sailwcnf, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Seddon),  96 

Oreymauth  Native  Reserve^ 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Masters),  432 

Oreymouih  Steam-tug^ 
JL,  q.  (Mr.  Eeeres),  429 

Gbst,  Sir  Q.,  Thames  (Premier,  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, and  Commissioner  of  Customs  and 
Stamp  Duties,  to  8th  October), 

Address  in  Reply,  m.  40 

Adjournment,  m.  8 

Auckland  City  West,  m.  345 

Auckland  Improrement  Commissioners,  q.  6 

Auckland  Members,  Obs.  529 ;  fit.  564 

Audit  of  Local  Bodies'  Accounts,  q.  96 

Ballot,  q,  58 

Bank  Account,  q.  58 

Bribery  Bill,  q.  97 

Cab-Hire,  q.  430 

Chairman  of  Committees,  m.  7 

CheTiot  Election,  q.  7 

Christcburch  City,  m.  348 ;  Bep.  563,  564 

Ciril  Serrice  Appointments,  q.  139 

Customs  and  Land  Berenue,  q,  139 

Deaf-and-Dumb  Institution,  q.  23 

Deficiency  Bills,  m.  110 

Fire  Brigades,  q.  22 

QoTemment  Steamers,  q.  58,  139 

GoTcrnor's  Instructions  and  Commission,  q.  97 

Grain,  Flour,  and  Timber  Duties,  q.  7 

Gh^y  Ministry,  q.  472,  514 

Hall,  Mr. :  Resignation  of  his  Seat  in  (he  Legis- 
latiye  Council,  m.  399,  400,  405,  408 

Hares  in  NeUon,  q.  58 

Hotel  Fire  Escapes,  q.  94 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  Int.  528 

Jury  Laws,  q.  140 

Kaiapoi  Natiye  Reserres,  q.  58 

Kawau,  m.  620 

Land-Tax,  q.  59,  94 

Libraries,  q.  57 

License  Fees,  q,  57 

Manukau  County  ToUs,  q.  97 

Maori  Reserres  Vesting  Bill,  q.  514 

Ministry,  Obs.  166  ;  m.  175,  281,  288 

Museums,  q.  6 

Onehunga  Water  Reserre  Bill,  2b.  280 

Personal  Explanation,  Obs.  165,  297 

Public  Reyenues  Bill,  Int.  229 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  224,  392 

Sites  for  Working-Men's  Clubs  Bill,  2b.  625 

Speaker,  m.  2 

Supply,  m.  517,  626 

Thames  Natircs,  q,  138 


Gbby,  Sir  G. — continued. 
Timber  and  Grain  Exports  and  Imports,  q.  58 
Triennial  Pariiaments  Bill,  2b.  182,  184 
Vogel,  Sir  Julius,  q.  140 
Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrowing 

BUI,  2b.  624 
Wine  Manufacture,  q,  56 


Mahitual  Drunkards  Billf 
I.e.,  IB.  9  ;  2b.  651 

Hall,  Mr.  J.,   Selwtfn  (Premier  and  Colonial 
Secretary  from  8th  October), 

Address  in  Reply,  m.  31, 157 

Adjournment,  m.  8 

Agent- General,  q.  609 

Armed  Settlers,  &c.,  q.  264 

Auckland  City  West,  m.  337,  341,  846 

Auckland  Expenditure,  q.  655 

Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  595 

Auckland  Members,  m.  515,  528,  532,  564, 
566 

Auckland  Turnpike  Bill,  2b.  458 

Cab-Hire,  q,  430 

Chairman  of  Committees,  m.  8 

Chinese  Immigration,  q.  656 

Christcburch  City,  fw.  346;  Com.  382;   Bep. 
562 

Christcburch    Hospital    and    Charitable   Aid 
Board,  q.  610 

Climie,  D.,  and  Gwynneth,  J.,  m.  616 

Clire  Election,  q.  3^9 

Contempt  of  Court,  q.  513 
'   Cost  of  Last  Election,  q,  612 

Counties  Act,  q,  385 

County  Council  Endowments,  q.  429 

Cromwell- Wanaka  Telegraph,  q.  431 

Debtors  and  Creditors  Act,  q.  382 

Deficiency  Bills,  Com.  110 

Electoral  Rolls,  q,  657 

Fiji,  Book  on,  q.  611 

Five-Million  Loan,  q.  263 

Friendly  Societies,  q.  658 

Grey  Ministry,  q.  4,12^  514,  612 

GoTcrmnent    Banking    Arrangements     Com- 
mittee, m.  663 

Hall,  Mr. :  Resignation  of  hu  Seat  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  Obs.  397,  401 

Higher  Courts  Procedure,  g.  611 

Honorarium,  m.  664 

Imprisonment  for  Debt  Abolition  Bill,  2b.  461 

Inangahua  Sheep  Inspector,  q.  349 

Indigenous  Grasses,  q.  334 

luTercargill  Municipal  Sinking  Fand,  q,  263 

Joint-Stock  Companies  Bill,  2b.  598 

Jones,  J.,  q.  297 

Eawau,  m.  620 

Land-Tax,  q.  431 

Land  Transfer  Bill,  2b.  485 

Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  487 

Local  Industries,  q.  264 

Local  Manufactures,  q.  438 

Local  Self-gOTemment,  m.  666 

Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  457 
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Hall,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
Mines  Bill,  2b.  463 
Ministerial  Statement,  179,  218 
Ministers'  Allowances,  q,  471 
Ministry,  Obs.  166,  168  j  m.  170, 177,  281,  288 
Nathan  and  Wilkie,  g.  264 
Nelson  Lunatic  Asylum,  q.  514 
Normanby-Opuuake  Railway,  q.  513 
Northern  Maori  District,  q.  312,  314 
Otago  Harbour,  q.  300 
Pauatahanui  Telegraph  Station,  q,  350 
Papakura  Telegraph  and  Post  Office,  q.  348 
Payment  of  Members,  q.  610 
Personal  Explanation,  98, 138,  297 
Police  Long-Service  Pay,  q.  610 
Polling-Places,  q.  657 
Priyilege,  Obs.  498 
Public  Domains,  q.  264 
Public  Revenues  Bill,  Int.  232 ;  m.  255 
Public  Works  Expenditure,  q.  610 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  222,  224, 

225,  265,  266,  276,  387,  434 
Queenstown- Arrow  town    Communication,    q. 

382 
Rabbit  Nuisance,  q.  657 
Renwick  Town  Telegraph  Station,  q.  179 
Sites  for  Working-Men's  Clubs  Bill,  2r.  625 
Slaughterhouses  Bill,  2b.  596 
Speaker,  m.  2 
Stafford  Town  Telegraph  and  Money  •  Order 

Station,  q.  335 
Subsidies,  q.  472 
Supply,  tn.  518 

Sydenham  Post  and  Telegraph  Offices,  q.  263 
Q'aranaki  Volunteers,  q.  301 
Te  Aro  Post  and  Telegraph  Office,  q.  383 
Thombury-Otautau  Telegraph  q.  179 
Timaru  County,  q.  300 
Timaru  Waterworks  Bill,  2r.  626 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2e.  182,  189,  198, 

408,426 
Wuikari  Telegraph  Station,  q,  218 
Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrowing 

BiU,  2b.  622 
Waiuku  Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  2b.  317 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  450 
Want  of  Confidence,  tn.  473,  578,  579 
Wellington  Orphanage,  q.  431 
West  Coast  Public  Works,  m.  474 
West  Coast  Roads,  q.  471 

Sail,  Mr. :  designation  of  his  Seat  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council^ 
A.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Hall),  397 


Hamilton  Hall  Site  Billy  I 

h.,  IB.  560  ! 

Hamilton  Bailway  Bridge, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Whyte),  59  ;  q.  (Mr.  Whitaker),  98  ' 

Hamilfon-Te  Aroha  Bailwag,  ' 

A.,  q.  (Mr.  Whyte),  22  , 

I 

Hahlin,  Mr.  E.,  Franklin,  I 

Auckland  Improvement  Commissioners  Trans-  I 

fer  of  Powers  Bill,  2b.  3X6  j 


Hahlin,  Mr.  E. — continued, 
Auckland  Members,  m.  564 
AucUand  Turnpike  Bill,  2b.  457,  460 
Eden  Tolls,  q.  434 
Native  Expenditure,  q.  611,  658 
Onehunga  Water  Reserve  Bill,  2b.  279,  281 
Papakura  Telegraph  and  Post  Office,  q.  348 
^University  Education.  North  Island,  q.  610 
Waiuku  Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  2b.  816, 317 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  454 

'*  Hannah  Mokau," 
A.,  q,  (Colonel  Trimble),  299 

Harbours  Billy 
A.,  IB.  512 

Hares  in  Nelson^ 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Richmond),  58 

Habbis,  Major  B.,  Franklin, 
Auckland  Members,  m.  576 
Auckland  Turnpike  Bill,  2b.  459 
Brighton  Railway,  m.  662 
Hutchison,  D.,  «».  616 
"  Luna,"  Use  of,  q.  473 
Manukau  County  Tolls,  q.  97 
Pokeno  Land  and  Pukekohe-Bombay  Road, 

9.301 
Pukekohe  Courthouse,  q.  348 

Hawkers  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  178;  2b.470j  3b.  655 

Hawkers  Bag  Bivers  Bill, 
A.,  lE.  382 

Heathcote  Bridges  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  334;  2b.  655 

Helensville-Kaukapakapa  RaUtoay, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  G-eorge),  610 

Helensville-Whangarei  Railway, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  George),  429 

Henley  River  Board, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Fulton),  480 

Higher  Courts  Procedure, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Hislop),  611 

High  Schools  Reserves  Bill, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Oisbome),  656 

HiBST,  Mr.  H.,  Wallace, 
Riverton-Invercargill  Railway,  q.  179 
Thombury-Otautau  Telegraph,  q.  179 

Hislop,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Waitaki, 

Auckland  City  West,  Obs.  164;  m.  336,  340, 

346,  512 
Auckland  Expenditure,  q.  655 
Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  595 
Auckland  Members,  m.  548 
Christchurch  City,  m.  3i6  j  Rep.  662 
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HiSLOP,  Mr.  T.  W.— continued, 
Commusioner  of  Railwajs,  Middle  Islund,  q, 

655 
Hall,  Mr. :  Reeignation  of  his  Seat  in  the  Legis- 

latiTO  CouncU,  Obs.  397,  404 
Higher  Courts  Procedure,  q.  611 
Imprisonment  for  Debt  Abolition  Bill,  2b.  462 
Joint-Stock  Companies  Bill,  2s.  598,  599 
Jones,  J.,  m,  298 
Middle  Island  Railways,  q.  472 
Ministry,  m.  173 
Northern  Maori  District,  m.  309 
Public  BeTenues  Bill,  Int.  255,  256 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  266 
Supply,  m.  318,  820  ;  m.  519 

Soiere  Natives*  Doctor, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Tainui),  429 

Sokianga  and  Mongonui  Telegraph  Linee, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Tawhai),  69 

SohitiJca  Harhour  Works, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Reid),  612 

HoLHBS,  Hon.  M.,  Oiago, 
Agent-General,  m.  607* 
Audit  of  Public  Accounts,  m.  217* 
NatiTC  Affairs,  m.  137* 
PubUo  IVust  Office,  «.  135,»  136* 

Honorarium, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Moss),  664 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  428 

Hotel  Fire  Escapes, 
A.,.g.  (Mr.  Seymour),  94 

House, 

/.c,  Sel.  Com.  5 
A.,  Sel.  Com.  6 

HuBST,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Auckland  City  West, 

Address  in  Reply,  m.  28,  31 

Auckland  ImproTement  Commissioners  Trans- 
fer of  Powers  BUI,  2b.  315,  316 

Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  594, 
595 

Auckland  Members,  m.  567,  568 

Coasting  Trade,  9.  433 

Joint-Stock  Companies  Bill,  2b.  599 

Local  Manufactures,  m.  434 

Ministry,  m.  174 

Timaru  Waterworks  Bill,  2b.  626 

Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  454 

HiTBaTHorBE,  Mr.  R.,  MotueJca, 
Auckland  City  West,  Obs.  165 
Auckland  Turnpike  Bill,  2b.  457 
Inangahua  Sheep  In8]^)ector,  q.  348 
Land  BUI,  2b.  581 
Licensing  BUI  (No.  1),  2b.  639 
Licensing  BUI  (No.  2),  2b.  487 
Ministry,  m.  295 


Hubsthovsb,  Mr.  R. — continued, 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  BUI,  2b.  455 
West  Coast  Public  Works,  m.  473 

Hutchison,  D., 
A.,  m,  (Major  Harris),  616 

Hutchison,  Mr.  W.,  Wellington  City, 

Ashburton  County   Council  Waterworks  Bill, 

2b.  498 
Auckland  Members,  m.  554 
BaUot,  q,  58 

Climie,  D.,  and  Q-wynneth,  J.,  m.  444 
Contempt  of  Court,  q.  513 
GoTernment  Steamers,  q.  138 
Imprisonment  for  Debt  Abolition  BiU,  2b.  460, 

462 
Jury  Laws,  q,  140 
Land  BUI,  2b.  581 
Licensing  BUI  (No.  1),  2b.  641 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  500 
Lyttelton  Harbour  .Board  BUI,  2b.  457 
Triennial  Parliaments  BiU,  2r.  421 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  BUI,  2b.  450,  451 
Waste  Lands  Boards,  q.  138 
Wellington  Harbour  BiU,  2b.  500 
WelUngton  Orphanage,  q,  431 


Imbecile  Passengers  Act  Extension  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  5 

Imprest  Supply  Bill, 
I.e.,  IB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  167 
A.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  168 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2), 
I.C.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  512 
A.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  528 

Imprisonment  for  Debt  Abolition  Bill, 
A.,  IR.  188;  2b.  460 

Inangahua  Sheep  Inspector, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hursthouse),  349 

Indigenous  Grasses, 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  George),  334 

Intercolonial  Probate  BUI, 
I.C.,  IB.  644 

Invercargill  Municipal  Sinking  Fund, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Bain),  263 

Ibbland,  Mr.  G.,  Waikaia, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  92 
Benger  Run,  369,  9.  334 
Education  Reserves,  q.  612 
Land  BUI,  2r.  591 

Lawrence-Roxburgh  RaUway,  q,  429 
Maniototo  Crown  Lands,  m.  660 
Supply,  m.  521 
Tapunui  RaUway,  9.  512 
Waikaka  Settlement,  9.  382 
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J. 

JoHKSoy,  Hon.  G.  R.,  WelUngtont 
Native  AlFairs,  m.  187 
Natire  Expenditure,  m.  381* 
Timber  Imports,  m.  218 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.  W.,  Manawatu, 
Canterbury  Deferred  Payments,  q,  22 
Olive  Election,  q.  849 
Deficiency  Bills,  Com.  Ill 
Land-Tax,  q.  179 
Public  Bevenues  Bill,  Int.  231 

Joint  Committee  on  BiU$^ 
7.C.,  Sel.  Com.  9 

Joint  Committee  on  Standing  Ordere, 
Lc,  SeL  Com.  9 

Joint' Stock  Companies  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  56 ;  2s.  698 

Jones,  J., 
h,,  q.  (Colonel  Trimble),  297 

Jury  Laws, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hutchison),  140 

Justices  of  the  Peace, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Murray),  431 


K. 

Kaiapoi  Native  Reserves, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Tainui),  58 

Kaiapoi  Railway  Works, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bo  wen),  96 

Kaihau,  A.  and  H., 
h.,  q,  (Major  Te  Wheoro),  656 

Kaitangata  and  Wangaloa  Athenesums  Reserves 

Bill, 
h.,  iB.  6 

Kawakawa-Taheke  Railway, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Tawhai),69 

Kawau, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  McLean),  620 

Kelly,  Mr.  T.,  New  Plymouth, 
Auckland  Improvement  Commissioners  Trans- 
fer of  Powers  Bill,  2b.  316 
Climie,  D.,  and  Gwynneth,  J.,  m.  444,  616 
Kaihau,  A.  and  H.,  q.  657 

.    Land  Bill,  2b.  586 

Local  Self-government,  m.  667 
Normanby-Opunake  Railway,  q,  513 
Qualification  of  Electors  BiU,  Int.  268 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  194 
Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrowing 

Bill,  2b.  623 
Waiuku  Recreation  Reserve  Bill,  2b.  317 


Kirk's  Road  Land  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  56 ;  Dis.  655 

Kumara  Educational  Reserve, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Seddon),  473 


L. 


Land  Act, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Pitt),  470 

Land  Bill, 
h,,  IB.  22 ;  2b.  579 

Land-Tax, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Wakefield),  59;  q.  (Mr.  Seymour), 
94;   q.  (Mr.  Johnston),  179;   q.  (Mr.  An- 
drews), 431 

Land- Tax  Act, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Finn),  383 

Land-Tax  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  655 

Land-Tax  Department, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Bowen),  179 

Land  Transfer  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  334;  2b.  485 

Lawrence-Roxburgh  Railway, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Ireland),  429 

Legislative  Council, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Menzies),  644 

Lbvtv,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Wellington  City, 
Local  Industries,  q.  264 
Local  Manufactures,  m.  436 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  499,  501, 
504 

Libraries, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Acton  Adams),  57 

Library, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  6 
I.e.,  Sel.  Com.  9 

License  Fees, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Acton  Adams),  57 

Licensing  BUI  (No.  1), 
h.,  IB.  56 ;  2b.  485 

Licensing  Bill  (No.  2), 
A.,  IB.  94;  2b.  463 

Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Insurance  Com' 
pany*s  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  56  ;  3b.  334 
Ic,  IB.  376  ;  2b.  506 

Loans, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse),  877 
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Local  BilU, 

2.C.,  Sess.  Com.  9 ;  Obs.  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie), 
427 

Local  Industrie^t 

I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin),  135 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Lenn),  264 

Local  dfanvfactures, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Sterens),  434 

Local  Self-government  J 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Sutton),  665 

Lifwer  Ratoea  Block, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Pjke),  481 

Lunatic  Asylwnt, 
Lc,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  Fraser),  644 

Lfitdox,  Mr.  J.,  Baif  of  Islands, 
Auckland  Members,  m.  557 
Land  BiU,  2b.  584 
licensing  Bill,  m.  494 
Local  Self-gOTemment,  m,  668 
Supply,  m.  522,  623 

LyHelton  Harbour  Board  and  Corporation  Ex' 
change  Bill, 
A.,  iB.  262 


Hacandbew,  Mr.  J.,  Port  Chalmers  (Minister 
for  Public  Works  to  8th  October), 

Address  in  Replj,  m.  88 

Architects  in  Public  Service,  q.  22 

Auckland  Members,  m.  515,  531,  615 

Ballast-Train  Emploj^,  q.  139 

Christchurch  City,  m.  347,  848 

Commissioner  of  Railways,  Middle  Island,  q,  98 

Dromore  Goods-Shed,  q.  95 

Fortnightly  Payment  of  Workmen,  q.  23 

Gt)Temment  Contracts,  q.  139 

Greymouth-Hokitika  Eailway,  q,  97 

Hall,  Mr. :  Bedgnation  of  his  Seat  in  the 
LepislatiTe  Council,  Obs.  397,  408 

Haiftilton  Bailway  Bridee,  q.  59 ;  q.  98 

Hamilton-Te  Aroha  Bauway,  q,  22 

Kaiapoi  Bailway  Works,  q.  96 

£awakawa-Taheke  Bailway,  q,  59 

Land  Bill,  2b.  581 

Local  Manufactures,  m.  440 

Maniototo  Crown  Lands,  m.  661 

Ministiy,  m.  169,  281 

Natire  Stotement,  352,  857 

Kelson  Creek  Bridge,  q.  28 

Nelson  Harbour,  q.  57 

Kelson  Public  Works,  q.  67 

Otago  Central  Bailway,  q,  95 

Otaeo  Harbour,  q,  801 

Public  Berenues  Bill,  Int.  229 

Public  Works  Contract,  g.  300 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  223, 266, 277 

Bailway  Employ^,  q.  140 

Supply,  m.  818,  824,  521,  525 


Macandbew,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
Theatrical  Representations,  q.  7 
Timaru  Unemployed,  q.  97 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  189,  191,  208, 

408,  410,  411,  425,  426 
Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrowing 

BUI,  2b.  623 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  451 
Want  of  Confidence,  *».  178,  478,  678 

MandeviUe  and  Bangiora  Drainage, 
*.,  q.  (Mr.  Bowen),  264 

Maniototo  Crown  Lands, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  De  Lautour),  658 

Mantbll,  Hon.  W.  B.  D.,  Wellington, 
Adjournment,  m.  213 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.  218 
Native  Expenditure,  m.  559 
Paramena  te  Oneone  v.  Kinross,  m.  556 
Pririlege,  m.  9,  10,  11 
Sydney  Exhibition  Handbook,  q.  185 
Uniyersity,  m.  470 

Manukau  County  Tolls, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Harris),  97 

Maori  Land  Alienation  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  6 

Maori  Members  Election  Validation  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  609 

Maori  Bepresentation  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  560 

Maori  Reserves  Vesting  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  514 

Mabtin,  Hon.  J.,  WeUington, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  12 

Mastebb,  Mr.  E.,  Oreg  Valley, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  109 
Gold  Duty,  m.  670 
Greymouth  Native  Reserve,  q.  432 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  641 
Ministry,  m.  294 
Nelson  Creek  Bridge,  q.  23 
Waste  Lands  Board  Sittings,  Grermonth,  q. 
656 

Mas*srton  and  Chreytown  Lands  Management  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  178;  2b.  428  J  8b.  609 

McDonald,  Mr.  A.,  East  Coast, 

Oisbome  Supreme  Court  Sittings,  q,  834 
Native  Lawsuits  Bill,  2b.  626,  628 

McLean,  Bfr.  Q-.,  Waikouaiti, 

Customs  and  Land  Revenue,  q.  189 
Deficiency  BiUs,  m.  110,  111 
Jones,  J.,  m.  297,  299 
Maniototo  Crown  Lands,  m.  660 
Personal  Explanation  of   Mr.  Tomoana,  Obs. 
268 
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McLkait,  Mr.  G. — contimm&d. 
Pablic  BeTennes  Bill,  IdI.  235 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  266, 267,  396 
MiniBtry,  m.  172 
Northern  Maori  District,  m.  314 
Triennial  PariiamenU  Bill,  2s.  184,  186,  413, 

425 
Supply,  m.  319,  620,  522 
Waikato-Xbames  BaOwaj,  q.  301 

McQueem,  J., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Sluimski),  656 

Hekzibs,  Hon.  J.,  Oia^o, 
Adjournment,  m,  214 
Agent-Gkneral,  m.  607* 
Habitual  Drunkards  Bill,  2r.  654 
Local  Bills,  Obs.  427 
Lunatic  Asjlums,  m.  646 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.  214* 
Natire  Expenditure,  m,  511,*  558« 
Paramena  te  Oneone  v,  Elnroas,  m,  557* 

Kiddie  IsUmd  Railwaff*  Departwumi, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  SteTens),  263 ;  q.  (Mr.  Hisbp),  472    ' 

Miller,  Hon.  H.  J.,  Otago, 
Adjournment,  m.  214 
Agent-Gkneral,  m.  606* 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.  214* 
NatiTe  Expenditure,  m.  378,*  381,*  511,  669* 
Public  Berenues  Bill,  2b.  261* 
UniTertity,  m.  467,*  470*  I 

MinM  Act, 
k,, «.  (Mr.  Gibbs),  613 

Mmes  BUI, 
A.,  iB.  178;  2b.  463  I 

Miming  Compamies  BiU,  I 

h.,  IB.  178  ;  2b.  428  i 

Ministerial  Siaiemeni, 
k.  (Mr.  HaU),  179,  218 
le.  (Hon.  Mr.  Wbitaker),  208 

Ministers*  Allowances, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Sutton),  471 

Minisirg, 
Lc,  Obs.  (Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore),  164^  167; 

Obs.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  DiUon  BeU),  167 
*.,  Obs.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  166;  Obs,  (Mr.  Hall), 

168;  m.  (Mr.  Macandrew),  281,  286 

Mohan  Land, 
h.,  q.  (Colonel  Trimble),  301 

Mo^TTOOMSBY,  Mr.  W.,  Akaroa, 
Auckland  Members,  m.  615,  529 
Hall,   Mr.:    Besignation   of  his  Seat  in  tbe 

Legislative  Council,  Obs.  402 
Local  Self-government,  m,  670 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  181 
Ministry,  m.  168 
JS^ortbem  Maori  District,  m.  309 


MoirrooiCEBT,  Mr.  W. — comiimmed. 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  223,  277 
Public  Berenuea  Bill,  Int.  251 
Supply,  m.  319,  520 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  BiB,  2b.  462 

MooBHorsB,  Mr.  W.  S.,  AtkUy, 
Cbristcburcb  City,  ai.  347,  562 
Ministry,  ».  171 

Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrowing 
Bill,  2b.  624 

Moss,  Mr.  F.  J.,  Par»eU, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  78 
Auckland  Improrement  Commissioners,  q.  6 
Auckland  Improvement  Commissioners  Trmas- 

fer  of  Powers  BUI,  2b.  316 
Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  595 
Auckland  Members,  m.  515,  633,  534,  566 
Brighton  Bail  way,  m.  662 
Cambridge-Botorua  Communication,  q.  263 
Hall,   Mr. :    Besignation  of   his  Seat    in   tbe 

LegisIatiTe  Council,  Obs.  399,  401 
Honorarium,  m.  664,  665 
Jones,  J.,  q.  297 
Afinistry,  m,  171 
Museum,  q.  6 
Xatire  Statement,  358 
Korthem  Maori  District,  si.  311 
Pamell  Borough,  q.  6 
Public  Berenues  Bill,  2b.  238 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  ».  267,  279 
I      Slaughterhouses  Bill,  2b.  696 
Supply,  SI.  330,616,  520,  522 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  190, 424 
Wanganni  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  449,  451 

'  Municiped  Corporations  Bill, 
I    il.,  lB.609 

I  Mfbbat,  Mr.  W.  A.,  ^rsce, 
I      Address  in  Beply,  «.  101,  151 

Armed  Settlers,  ic.,  q.  264 

Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  595 
!      Auckland  Members,  m.  664,  665,  669 

Brighton  Bailway,  si.  662 

Bruce  Polling-Places,  q.  7 
t      Climie,  D.,  and  Gwynneth,  J.,  s».  616 
:      Coal  Mines,  q.  335 

East  and  West  Coast  Bailway,  s».  618 

Fire-Million  Loan,  q,  263 

Gold  Duty,  m.  672 

Grain,  Flour,  and  Timber  Duties,  q.  7 

Imprisonment  for  Debt  Abolition  Billi  2b.  462 

Joint-Stock  Companies  Bill,  2b.  598 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  q.  431 

Local  Manufactures,  si.  438 

Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  494,  496 

Maniototo  Crown  Lands,  si.  661,  662 

Ministry,  si.  171 

Northern  Maori  District,  si.  315 

Otago  Land  Fund,  q.  263 

Privilege  (Reeves- Woolcock),  498 

Qualification  of  Electors  BUJ,  m.  267,  268 

Bails,  q.  432 

Sir  Julius  Vogel,  q,  140 

Supply,  SI.  521 
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MuBSAT,  Mr.  W.  A.'—coniinued, 

Tridnnial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  207,  412,  426 
Taap«ka  Municipal  Loan,  q.  264 
Waiuka  Beoreatdon  Betaire  Bill,  2b.  817 
West  Coast  Public  Works,  m.  474 

Museums, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Moss),  6 


Napier  and  Meanee  Seereation-  Ground  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  22 ;  A.  (Captain  Bussell),  697 

Napier  Church  Lands  Trust  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  22 

2f<^ier-Manaw<Mtu  B<nlwajf, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Ormond),  886 

Napier  Swamp  Nuisance  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  218 

Nathan  and  WUkie, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Willis),  264 

Native  Affairs, 
l.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  Fraser),  187 

Native  Expenditure, 

he,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Campbell),  877 1  m.  (Hon.  Mr. 
Miller),  878 ;  m.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  DiUon  BeU), 
606  ;  m.  (Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore),  668 

h,,  q.  (Mr.  Ormond),  611;  q,  (Bir.  Hamlin), 
668 

Native  Land  Purchases, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Ormond),  478 

Native  Lawsuits  Bill, 
h,,  IB.  94  i  2b.  626 

Native  Reserves  on  West  Coast, 
h,,  q,  (Bir.  Tainui),  179 

Native  8t<Uement, 

:  h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Bryce),  860 

Nelson  Creek  Bridge, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Masters),  23 

Nelson  Harbour, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Acton  Adams),  66 

Nelson  Naval  Training  School, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Acton  Adams),  428 

Nelson  FubUo  Works, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Aoton  Adams),  67 

Nelson  Waste  Lands, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Fisher),  849 

Nelson  Waste  Lands  Board, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Pitt),  218 

82—3. 


New  Plymouth  Qas  Company's  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  66  ;  8b.  218 
l.c,  IB.  267  ;  2b.  876 

New  Biver  Pilot-Station  Beserve  BiU, 
h,,  IB.  66  i  2b.  470;  Com.  674 

Ngaitahu  Half- Castes, 
1,0,,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  666 

Ngaruawahia  Suburban  Lands, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Whitaker),  94, 140 

Normanby-Opunake  Bailwau, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  KeUj),  618 

Northern  Maori  District, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Beetham),  802,  886 


O. 

Oamaru  Harbour  Board  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  178;  2b.  428 

Oamaru  Supreme  Court, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Shrimski),  883 

0€smaru  Waterworks  Loan  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  22  ;  2b.  428 
Ic,  iB.  606 

Ohinemuri  Outrage, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Sutton),  432 

Oliysb,  Mr.  R.,  City  of  Dunedin  (Minister  for 
Public  Works  from  8th  October), 
Auckland  Coal  Traffic,  q.  882 
Bluff-Winton  RaUwaj,  q.  263 
Cambridge  Branch  Bailwaj,  q,  478 
Cambridge-Botorua  Commanication,  q,  263 
Climie,  D.,  and  Gwynneth,  J.,  q,  446 
Clydo-Wauaka  RaUway,  q.  431 
Coal  Mines,  g.  336 
Dunedin-CaTersham  Bridge,  q.  886 
Ferry  Mead-Sumner  Hallway,  q,  473 
Gh>ld  and  Diamond  Prospecting,  Canterboij, 

gr.  657 
Grain  Traffic,  q.  884 
Greymouth  Steam-Tug,  q,  429 
Helensyille-Eaukapal^pa  Railway,  q,  610 
Hdensrille-Whangarei  Railway,  q.  429 
Henley  Riyer  Board,  q,  480 
Hokitika  Harbour  Works,  q.  612 
Kumara  Educational  Resenre,  q,  473 
Lawrence-Roxburgh  Railway,  q,  429 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  q,  633 
Local  Manufactures,  q,  4t4& 
Middle  Island  Railways  Department,  q,  268, 

472 
Mines  Act,  q.  613 
Napier-Manawatu  Railway,  q,  386 
Public  Works  Contracto,  q.  300 
Rails,  q.  432 

Railway  Iron  and  Rolling-Stock,  q,  301 
Railway  Tickets  and  Officials,  q,  179 
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Olivbe,  Mr.  'R.^continusd, 

RiTcrton-Inyercargill  Bailway,  q,  179 
Tapanui  Railway,  q,  618 
Waikato  Railway,  q.  386 
Waikato-Thames  Railway,  q,  80,  801 
West  Coast  add  Fields,  q,  472 

Onehtmga  Water  Reterve  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  22  ;  2s.  281 

Oreti  Bridge  and  Ferry  Beeerves  BilL 
h.,  IB.  612 

OBMOin),  Mr.  J.  B.,  CUve, 
Land  Bill,  Obs.  689 
Waipawa  Court,  q,  386 

O'ROBEE,  Mr.  a.  M.,  Onehunga  (Speaker,  House 
of  Representatires), 
Speaker,  Obs.  2 

Otago  Central  Bailway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke),  96 

Otoffo  Harbour, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Macaadrew),  800 

Otayo  Land  Fund, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Murray),  268 

Otayo  School  Buildinye, 
A.,  q,  (Bir.  Fulton),  480 

Otayo  Univenity  Beserves  Vetting  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  428 


Fapakura  Teleyraph  and  Poet  Office, 
h.,  q,  ^Mr.  Hamlin),  348 

Faramena  te  Oneone  t.  Kinroee, 
lo ,  m,  (Hon.  Mr.  Mantell),  666 

Farihaka  Nativee, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  618 

FarUament,  Openiny  qf, 
he,  by  Commission,  1 ;  Gbremor's  Speech,  8 
h.,  by  Commission,  1 

Famell  Borouyh, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moss),  6 

Ferment  of  Members, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  George),  610 

Fereonal  Explanation, 
*.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Hall),  98;  q.  (Mr.  Brown),  188; 
Obs.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  166 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Tomo- 
ana),  262 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  HaU),  297 

FMUipe,  8., 
K  q.  (Mr.  Zelly),  883 


Pitt,  Mr.  A.,  City  of  Nelson, 
Asbburton  County  Council,  q,  4Q7 
Auckland  City  West,  Obs.  888 ;  m,  612 
Friendly  Societies,  q,  657 
Land  Act,  q,  470 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  688 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  267 
Resident  Magistrates  Bill,  2b.  499 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  447,  464 

Fluraliiy  of  Votiny  Suspension  Bill, 
h,,  iB.  6 

Fokeno  Land  and  FuJcekohe-Bombay  Boad, 
h,,  q,  (Major  Harris),  301 

FoUce  Court  Fayments  by  Stamps, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Andrews),  886 

FoUce  Lony-Service  Fc^, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Reid),  610 

Pollen,  Hon.  D.,  Auckland, 

Habitual  Drunkards  Bill,  m.  666* 
Natire  Expenditure,  m.  880,»  610,»  612* 
Fnirersity,  m.  468* 

FolUny-Flaces, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Beetham),  667 

Frimitive  MethodisU^  Temporal  Affairs  BeyuUt- 

tion  Bill, 
h,,  iB.  218 

Frisons  Bill, 
Lc,  iB.,  2b.,  and  8b.  609 

Friffileye, 
Ic,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Mantell),  9 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Reeres),  498 

FubUc  Beserves  Sales, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Wakefield),  28 

Fublic  Bevenues  Bill, 
h..  Int.  178,  226 
I.e.,  iB.  267 ;  2b.  and  8b.  262 

Fublie  Trust  Office, 
l.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Holmes),  186 

Fublic  Works  Contracts, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Macandrew),  800 

Fublic  Works  Expenditure, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Shephard),  609 

Fukekohe  Court, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Harris),  848 

Pyke,  Mr.  V.,  Dunstan, 
Auckland  Members,  m.  648,  670 
Cromwell" Wanaka  Telegraph,  q.  481 
Gold  Duty,  m.  670 
Honorarium,  m.  666 
Land  BUI,  2b.  688 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  681 
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Ptxe,  Mr.  Y. ^continued. 
Lower  Hawea  Block,  q,  431 
Maniototo  Crown  Lands,  m.  659 
Priyilege,  Obs.  499 
Pablio  Rerenuef  Bill,  Int.  260 
Qnaliflcation  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  225 
Slangbterbonses  Bill,  2b.  597 
Sapi^j, «.  324»  517 


Q. 

QMaUfleaiion  of  JB lectors  BUI, 
h,,  Int.  222,  265,  837,  484 ;  iB.  560 

QueenHofim-Arrowtown  Communication, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Finn),  382 

Queenttown  Saeecourse  Reserves  BUI, 
h,,  IB.  882 


Bahhit  Nuisance, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Beetham),  657 

Bails, 
k.,  q,  (Mr.  Murray),  432 

MaUwatf  Contracts, 

Ic,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  Dillon  Bell),  215  j  «.  (Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse),  427 

BaUwatf  Emplovis, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Andrews),  140 

BmUooff  Iron  and  Boiling- Stock, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Sntton),  301 

BaUtcay  Tickets  and  Officials, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Andrews),  179 

Beat  Estate  BUI, 
h.,  IB,  178 

Bbitbs,  Mr.  B.  H.  J.,  Qrey  Valley, 
Gold  Doty,  m.  481 
Orejmoatb  Steam-Tug,  q,  429 
Inangabua  Sbeep  Inspector,  q.  849 
Mines  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  463 
Prifilege,  Obs.  498,  499 

BegistroHon'  of  Births  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  428 

BegistraHon  of  Dogs  Bill, 
K  IB.  428 

Begistration  of  Electors  Bill, 
h,,  IR.  560 

BegmkUion  of  Elections  BiU, 
i.,lB.560 


I  Beid,  Mr.  B.  0.,  HokiUka, 
'      Auckland  Members,  m.  580 

Gold  Duty,  m.  671 

Hokitika  Harbour  Works,  q.  612 

Ministry,  m.  290 

Police  Long-Serrioe  Pay,  q.  610 

Benwicktoum  Telegraph  Station, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Seymour),  179 

Beporting, 
he,  Sel.  Com.  9 

I  Beporting  Debates  and  Printing, 

h.,  Sel.  Com.  6 
I 
Bepresentation  Bill, 

h.,  iB.  6 

Besident  Magistrates  Bill, 
h,,  IB.  22 ;  2b.  499 

BiOHABBSON,  Mr.  E.,  Christchurch  Citg, 
Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrowing 
Bill,  2b.  625 

BiOHMOKD,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Nelson  Suburbs, 
Fire  Brigades,  q,  22 
Hares  in  Kelson,  q,  58 
Stepben's  Island  Lightbouse,  q.  480 

Biverton  DrilUShed  Beserves  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  560 

Biverton-Invercargill  BaUuntg, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  H.  Hirst),  179 

BoBnrBON,  Hon.  W.,  Nelson, 
Exports,  ff».  601 
Local  Industries,  q,  135 

BoLLBSTOK,  Mr.  W.,  Avon  (Biinister  of  Lands, 
Immigration,  and  Education  from  tbe  8tb 
October), 

Adminbtration  of  Justice,  q.  178 

Arrowtown  Sunrey  Office,  q.  8^ 

Asbburton  Courthouse,  q.  800 

Auckland  City  West,  m.  840,  846 

Auckland  Improrement  Commissioners  Trans- 
fer of  Powers  Bill,  2b.  816 

Auckland  Members,  m.  567 

Benger  Bun,  369,  9.  884 

Drainage  Bill,  q,  218 

Dramatic  Works  Copyright  Bill,  2b.  626 

Education  Besenres,  q.  612 

Employment  of  Labour,  q.  612 

Gisbome  Supreme  Court  Sittings,  g.  884 

Hall,  Mr. :  Besignation  of  his  Seat  in  the  Legis- 
latiTC  CoundJ,  m.  408 

High  Schools  Beserres  Bill,  q.  656 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  q,  482 

Land  Act,  q,  471 

Land  Bill,  2b.  679,  593 

Lower  Hawea  Block,  9.  431 

McQueen,  J.,  q,  656 

Manderille  and  Bangiora  Drainage,  q,  264 

Maniototo  Crown  Lands,  m.  659, 660, 661 
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BoLLBBTON,  Mr.  W.—conUmied. 
Ministry,  m.  286 
Nelson  Waste  Lands,  q,  348 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Board,  q.  218 
Northern  Maori  District,  m.  316 
Oamaru  Sopreme  Court,  q.  383 
Onebnnga  Water  Reserve  Bill,  2b.  280,  281 
Otago  School  Buildings,  g.  431 
Phillips,  S.,  q.  384 
Pokeno  Land  and  Pukekohe-Bombay  Boad,  q. 

302 
Police  Court  Payments  by  Stamps,  q.  335 
Pukekohe  Courthouse,  q.  349 
Summonses  Issued,  Wellington,  q.  658 
Supply,  m.  523 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  193,  206,  424 
UniTersity  Education,  North  Island,  q.  611 
Village  SettlemenU  Bill,  Dis.  434 
Waikaka  Settlement,  q,  382 
Waimakariri  Riycr,  q.  472 
Waipawa  Court,  q.  335 
Wakatipu  Agricultural  Land,  q,  178 
Wakatipu  Gold  Fields  Buns,  q.  265 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  448,  462 
Warkworth  Courthouse,  q,  656 
Waste  Lands  Board  Sittings,  Greymouih,  q,  656 

BiTBBELL,  Captain  W.  B.,  Napier ^ 
Auckland  Members,  m.  666 
East  Coast  Mail  Serrice,  q,  23 
Land  Bill,  2b.  592 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  1).  2b.  491 
Napier  and  Meanee  Beoreation-Qround  Bill, 

2b.  697 
Native  Lawsuits  Bill,  2b.  627 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  272 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  449,  451 
White,  J.,  q.  471 


S. 

Saukdbbs,  Mr.  A.,  Cheviot^ 
Address  in  Beply,  m,  48, 121 
Bribery  Bill,  q.  97 
Cheviot  Election,  q,  6 
East  and  West  Coast  Bailway,  m.  617 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  463, 641 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  489 
Ministry,  m.  173 
Supply,  111.  328 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  197 
Waikari  Telegraph  Station,  q.  218 

Sbddon,  Mr.  B.  J.,  SokiHka, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  Ill 
Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  696 
Auckland  Members,  tn.  572 
AuckUnd  Turnpike  BiU,  2b.  469 
Christchurch  City,  m.  348 
Counties  Act,  q,  385 
East  and  West  Coast  Bailway,  m,  618 
Gold  Duty,  m.  474,  481,  670,  672 
Gold  Exports,  q.  385 
Gold  Betums,  q,  384 
Chreymouth-Hokitika  Bailway,  q.  96,  97 
Kumara  Educational  Beserre,  q.  473 


Sbbdov,  Mr.  B.  J. — continmed. 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  637 
Local  Manufactures,  m.  444 
Local  Self-government,  tn.  669 
Mines  Act,  m.  613 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  220 
Parihaka  Natives,  q,  513 
Qualification  of  Electors  BiU,  Int.  225,  267 
Slaughterhouses  Bill,  2b.  596 
Stafford  Town   Telegraph  and  Money-Order 

Station,  q,  335 
Supply,  m.  331,  519,  522,  523 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  456 
Warden  for  Wairarape,  q,  140 
Water-Baces,  q.  384 
West  Coast  Public  Works,  m.  473,  474 

Selection, 
I.C.,  Sel.  Com.  9 
A.,  Sel.  Com.  66 

Sbyhoitb,  Mr.  A.  P.,  Wairau  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, H.  of  B.), 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.  8 
Drainage  Bill,  q.  218 
Hotel  Fire-Escapes,  q.  94 
Land  BUI,  2b.  589 
Land-Tax,  q.  94 

Bcnwicktown  Telegraph  Station,  q,  179 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  463 

Shanes,  Mr.  J.  S.,  Mataura, 

County  Council  Endowments,  q.  429 

Shebhan,  Mr.  J.,  Thames  (Minister  of  Justice 
and  Native  Minister  to  8th  October), 

Address  in  Beply,  m.  147 

Christchurch  City,  m.  347 

Clive  Election,  q.  349 

Dramatic  Works  Copyright  Bill,  2b.  625 

Gaol  Officials,  q.  22 

Gfold  Duty,  m.  672 

"  Hannah  Mokau,"  m.  300 

Honorarium,  m.  665 

Jones,  J.,  in.  297,  298 

Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  219 

Ministry,  •».  169 

Mokau  Land,  m.  301 

Native  Settlement,  m.  360 

Northern  Maori  District,  m.  305,  315 

Personal  Explanation,  Obs.  263 

Public  Bevenues  Bill,  2b.  255 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  224,  226, 
265,  275 

Speaker,  m,  3 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  182,  199,  411 

Waikato-Tliames  Bailway,  q.  301 

Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrowing 
Bill,  2b.  625 

Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  448 

Shefhabd,  Mr.  J.,  Wmimea, 
Gh)ld  Duty,  m.  478 
Inangahua  Sheep  Inspector,  q.  349 
Local  Manufactures,  m.  439 
Local  Self-government,  m.  668 
Public  Works  Expenditure,  q.  609 
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Shbfhabd,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Qualification  of  Eleoton  Bill,  Int  226 
Subiidies,  q,  472 

SmmcsEi,  Mr.  S.  K,  JTaitaki, 
Agent-Oeneral,  q.  609 
Auckland  Members,  m.  554 
Auckland  Turnpike  Bill,  2b.  468 
Christchnrch  City,  m.  347 
Deficienoj  Bills,  Com.  Ill 
East  and  West  Coast  Bailwaj,  m.  618 
Licensing  Bill  (So.  2),  2s.  637 
McQueen,  J.,  q.  656 
Oamaru  Supreme  Court,  q.  388 
New  Birer  PUot  SUtion  Beserve  Bill,  Com.  674 
Pririlege,  Obs.  498 
Supplj,  m.  319,  518,  520 
Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrowing 

Bill,  2b.  623 
Wanganui  Bndowed  School  Bill,  2b.  454 

Sites  for  Working-Men's  Clubs  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  382 ;  2b.  625 

Slamghterhouses  BiU, 
k,,  IB.  22 ;  2b.  596 ;  SeL  Com.  663 

Southland  and  Wallace  Counties  District  Bail- 
ways  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  609 

Southland  Crown  Lands, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Bain),  139 

Speaker, 
h.,  m,  (Sir  Or.  Chrey),  2 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  5 

Spbakbb,  Hon.  the,  I.e.  (Sir  W.  Fitzherbert), 
Address  in  Reply,  Obs.  137* 
Late  Speaker,  Obs.  167* 
Local  Industries,  q.  135* 
Natire  Expenditure,  m.  568,*  559* 
Opening  ot  Parliament,  Obs.  1 
Paramena  te  Oneone  v.  Kinross,  m.  558* 
PriTilege,  «.  10* 
Public  Revenues  Bill,  2b.  260* 

Spkakb,  Mr.,  h.  (Mr.  a.  M.  O'Borke), 
Address  in  Reply,  Obs.  166 
Auckland  City  West,  t».  164,  165,  336,  337, 

340,  341,  &c. 
Auckland  Members,  m.  565,  &o. 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.  8, 
Cheviot  Election,  q.  7 
Christchurch  City,  m.  165,  346,  &o.;  Obs.  382; 

m.  561,  &c. 
Climie,  D.,  and  Ghrynneth,  J.,  m.  445 
Qold  Du^,  m.  670 
Gk>Temor  s  Speech,  Obs.  5 
Hall  Mr. :   Resignation  of   his  Seat   iu    the 

Legislative  Council,  m,  397,  &o. 
Jones,  J.,  299 
Kawau,  m.  620,  &o. 
Licensing  BUI  (No.  1),  2b.  486,  497 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  181,  220 
Ministry,  m.  283,  284,  289 
Native  Expenditure,  q,  611 


Spiakbb,  Mr. — eontinmed. 

Northern  Maori  District,  m.  802, 303, 305, 809, 

312,  314,  315 ;  Obs.  386 
Payment  of  Members,  q.  610 
Personal  Explanation,  Obi.  98,  138,  165, 166, 

263 
Privilege.  Obs.  498,  499 
Proclamation  of  Counties,  Obs.  609 
Public  Revenues  Bill,  2b.  285,  255,  256 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  223,  &c., 

265,  &o.,  274,  &c.,  891,  kc. 
Speaker,  m.  2,  3 ;  Obs.  5 
Supply,  m.  318,  518,  520,  522 
Taxation,  m.  620 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  182,  ko.,  201, 

&c.,  424 
Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrowing 

Bill,  2b.  625 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  447,  450 
Want  of  Confidence,  Obs.  178 

Special  Settlements  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  22 

Speight,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Auckland  City  Bast, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  59 
Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  695 
Auckland  Members,  m.  545,  568 
Brighton  RaUway,  m.  662 
add  Duty,  m.  484,  673 
Land  BiU,  2b.  590 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  488 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  633 
Local  Manufactures,  m.  437 
Privilege,  Obs.  499 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  269 
Supply,  Obs.  327 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  203 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  451,  456 

Stafford  Town  Telegraph  and  Money-Order  Sta* 

tion, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  835 

Standing  Orders, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  6 
l.c;,  Sel.  Com.  9 

Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  56 

Stephen's  Island  Lighthouse, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Richmond),  430 

Steteitb,  Mr.  E.  C.  J.,  Christchurch, 
Architects  in  Public  Service,  q.  22 
Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  594 
Ballast-Train  Employes,  q.  139 
Christchurch  Drill-shed  Bill,  2b.  626 
Christchurch    Hospital   and    Charitable   Aid 

Board,  q.  610 
Local  Manufactures,  m.  434,  444 
Middle  Island  Railways  Department,  q.  263 
Native  Land  Purchases,  q.  429 
Slaughterhouses  Bill,  2b.  597 
Sydenham  Market  Reserve,  q,  96 
Sydenham  Post  and  Telegraph  Offices,  q.  263 
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Stbybns,  Mr.  E.  0.  J. — eoiUtnued, 
Telegraph  Officials,  q,  96 
Trust  Funds,  q.  386 

Stbwakt,  Mr.  W.  B.,  Dunedin  City, 
Auckland  City  West,  m.  843, 345 
Auckland  Members,  m.  566,  569 
Ciimie,  D.,  and  Gwynneth,  J.,  m,  617 
GbTernment    Banking    Arrangements    Com- 

mittee,  m.  668 
HaU,  Mr. :  Resignation  of  bis   Seat  in  the 

Legislatiye  Council,  m.  402 
Imprisonment  for  Debt  Abolition  Bill,  2b.  461 
Joint-Stock  Companies  Bill,  2b.  598,  599 
Licensing  BiU  (No.  1),  2b.  486,  493 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  641 
Maniototo  Crown  Lands,  m.  661 
Northern  Maori  District,  m.  305,  811 
Besident  Magistrates  Bill,  2b.  499 
Supplj,  m.  821 

Suhiidiea^ 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Sbephard),  472 

Summonset  Isnted,  Wellington, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  Thomson),  658 

Supply, 
h.,  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  817,  516,  579 

SiTTTON,  Mr.  F.,  Napier, 
Book  on  Fiji,  q.  611 
Cab-Hire,  q,  430 

Local  Self-gOYemment,  m.  665,  668 
Ministers'  Allowances,  q,  471 
Ministry,  m.  174, 178 
Ohinemuri  Outrage,  q.  432 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  271 
Bailway  Iron  and  Boiling-Stock,  q.  301 
White,  J.,  q.  471 

SwANSOK,  Mr.  W.,  Newton, 
Auckland  Members,  m.  566,  &c. 
Fortnightly  Payment  of  Workmen,  q.  22,  28 
Government  Contracts,  q.  139 
Local  Manufactures,  m.  438,  441 
Onehunga  Water  Beserre  Bi  1,  2b.  280 
Phillips,  S.,  q,  95 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  185 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  433 


TAnrui,  Mr.  I.,  Southern  Maori, 
Address  in  Beply,  tn.  145 
Auckland  Members,  ff».  545 
Hoiere  Natives'  Doctor,  q,  429 
Ejuapoi  Native  Reserves,  q.  58 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  498 
Native  Reserves  on  the  West  Coast,  q.  179 
Northern  Biuori  District,  m.  809 

'  Tapanui  SaUway, 

\    K,  q.  (Mr.  Ireland),  512 


Sydenham  Market  Reserve, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Stevens),  96 

Sydney  Exhibition  Eandhook, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Mantcll),  185 


T. 

Taiaboa,  Hon.  H.  K.,  Otago, 
Ngaitahu  Half-Castes,  m.  556* 

Taieri  County  Subsidies, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Fulton),  268 


I  TaranaJci  Volunteers, 

.    *.,  q,  (Colonel  Trimble),  800 

i  Tawhai,  Mr.  H.  M.,  Northern  Maori, 
I      Address  in  Reply,  m.  146 
I      Auckland  Members,  m.  548 

Hokianga  and  Mongonui  Telegraph  Lines,  q.  69 

Kawakawa-Taheko  Railway,  q.  59 

Licensing  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  493 

Native  Lawsuits  Bill,  2b.  628 

Taxation, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Whitaker),  620 

Te  Aro  Post  and  Telegraph  Office, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Levin),  883 

Te  Aro  Reclamation  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  334 ;  2b.  882 

Telegraph  Officials, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stevens),  95 

Tb  Wheobo,  Major  W.,  Western  Maori, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  125 
Auckland  Members,  m.  653 
Kaihau,  A.  and  H.,  q.  656 
Native  LawsuiU  Bill,  Com.  628 
Native  Statement,  m.  375 

Thames  Natives, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Whyte),  138 

Theatrical  Representations, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Dick),  7 

Thomson,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Clutha  (Minister  of  Lands 
to  8th  October), 
Aroha  Block,  q.  58 
Auckland  City  West,  m.  845 
Bruce  Polling-Places,  q.  6 
Canterbury  Deferred  Payments,  q.  22 
Land  BiU,  2b.  587 
Native  Statement,  m.  874 
Ngaruawahia  Suburban  Lands,  q,  94, 140 
Parnell  Borough,  q,  6 
Phillips,  S.,  q.  95 
Public  Reserves  Sales,  q,  28 
Southland  Crown  Lands,  q.  139 
Summonses  Issued,  q.  658 
Sydenham  Market  Reserve,  q.  96 
Taxation,  m.  620 

Waitara  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  622 
I      Waste  Lands  Boards,  9.  188 
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Thombuty-Otmiftm  Telegraph, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  H.  Hint),  179 

Timber  and  Or<Un  Export*  and  Importe, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  BallAnoe),  68 

Timaru  Couniy, 
k.,  q,  (Mr.  Wakefield),  800 


maru  Unemployed, 

.,  q.  (Mr.  Wakefield),  97 


Timaru 


Timarm  WcOerworke  Sill, 
il.,ls.428;  2b.  626 

TOLB,  Mr.  J.  A.,  JEden, 

Auckland  Citj  West,  m.  888 

Auckland  Turnpike  Bill,  2b.  468 

Ohrittohurch  Oitj,  m.  848,  661,  662,  671 

Gaol  OfBoialt,  q,  22 

Honorarium,  m.  664 

Lioenaing  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  487 

Local  Manufaoturee,  m.  440 

Northern  Maori  District,  m.  808 

Public  Domains,  j7.  264 

Blaughterhouset  Bill,  2b.  696,  697 ;  ffi.  668 

Sup^j,  m.  622 

ToHOliTA,  Mr.  H.,  JSaeiem  Maori, 
Address  in  Beplj,  m.  146 
Katire  Lawsuits  Bill,  Com.  628 
Personal  Explanation,  262 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  416 

Transfer  qf  Powers  BiU, 

A.,lB.6 

Triennial  FarUamente  BUI, 
il.,  lB.6;  2b.  182,  408 

Tbdcblb,  Colonel  B.,  Grey  and  Bell, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  69 
Auckland  Turnpike  Bill,  2b.  468 
Jones,  J.,  q.  297,  298 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  490 
Local  Manufiustures,  m.  444 
Local  Self -goTemment,  m.  669 
Ministry,  m.  288,  292 
Mokau  Land,  q.  800 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  270 
Slaughterhouses  Bill,  2b.  697 
Taranaki  Volunteers,  q.  800 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  418, 424 
Waitara  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  622,  626 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  604 

Truii  Funds, 
k,,  q.  (Mr.  Sterens),  886 

l\utpeJka  Municipal  Loan, 
k,,  q.  (Mr.  Murray),  264 

TUBiTBXTix,  Mr.  B.,  Timaru, 
Address  in  Beplj,  fit.  121 
Auckland  Membors,  m.  666,  616 
East  and  West  Coast  Bailwaj,  m.  617 


TuBNBTnx,  Mr.  B. — eoniinued, 
GK>Temment  Banking  Arrangements  Committee, 

m.  668,  664 
Hall,  Mr. :  Besignation  of  his  Seat  in  the  Legis- 

latire  Council,  m.  401 
Jones,  J.,  £.  297,  299 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  496 
Public  Berenues  Bill,  Int.  260 
Supplj,  fit.  818,  617,  620 
Timaru  Waterworks  Bill,  2b.  626 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  184»  424 
Waitara  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  626 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  2b.  262 


U. 

University, 
Lc,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  MiUer),  467 

University  Education,  North  Island, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  610 


V. 

ViUage  SeUlemsnU  Bill, 
h,,  Dis.  484 


W. 

Waikaka  Settlement, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ireland),  882 

Waikari  Telegraph  Station, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Saunders),  218 

Waikato  BmUoay, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Whyte),  886 

Vaikato-Thamee  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McLean),  801 

Waimakariri  Fiver, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bo  wen),  472 

Waipawa  Court, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Ormond),  886 

Wairarapa  Facecourse  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  882 

IFairoa  Sarbour  Board  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  470 

Waitara  Harbour  Board  BiU, 
A.,  IB.  178;  2b.  622 

Waiuku  Fecreation  Feserve  BUI, 
A.,  lB.22;  2b.  816 

Wakatipu  Agricultural  Land, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Finn),  178 

Wakatipu  Gold  Fields  Funs, 
h.,  q.  pCr.  Finn),  266 
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Wajuifield,  Mr.  E.,  Geraldine, 
Auckland  Members,  m.  633,  635 
Chatham  Islands  Land-tax,  q,  301 
Hall,  Mr.:   Bosignation  of   his   Seat  in  the 

Legislative  Council,  m.  404 
Jones,  J.,  q,  298 
Land-Tax,  q.  69 
Ministry,  m.  109 
Northern  Maori  District,  m.  307 
Proclamation  of  Counties,  Obs.  609 
Public  Beserres  Salse,  q,  23 
Public  Beserres  Bill,  2b.  241 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  268, 391 
Supplj,  m.  622 
Timaru  Unemployed,  q,  97 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  186, 199, 205 

Walker  and  McWhirter, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Finn),  668 

Waujb,  Dr.  J.,  Auckland  CUy  WeH, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  157 

Wanganm  Endowed  Sdkool  Sill, 
ik,lB.262;  2b.  445 

Want  of  Confidence, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  MacandMw),  178,  473,  577 

Warden  for  Wairarapa, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  140 

Warkworih  Courthouee, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  George),  666 

Waete  Lands  Boards, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hutchison),  138 

Waste  Lands  Board  Sittings,  Qreymonth, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Masters),  666 

Waste  Lands  CommUiee, 
h.,  m,  6 
I,  c,  m.  9 

Watkbhovsb,  Hon.  Q,  M.,  Wellington, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  13* 
Agent-Gtoera(  m.  604* 
Deferred-Payment  Land,  q.  466 
Exports,  m.  601* 

Habitual  Drunkards  Bill,  2b.  663* 
Loans,  m.  877* 

Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  213 
NaUve  Expenditure,  m.  379,*  510,  668,*  569* 
Paramena  te  Oneone  v.  Kinross,  m.  667* 
PubUc  Bevenues  Bill,  2b.  259,*  260* 
Public  Trust  Office,  m.  136* 
Bailway  Contracts,  m.  216,*  427 
Wellington-Hutt  Bailway,  q.  466* 

Waier^races, 
h,,q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  884 

Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
il.,  IB.  94 ;  2b.  499;  Com.  674 


WellingtonSutt  Maihoag, 
l.c,,  q,  (Hon.  Captain  Fraser),  466 

Wellington  Orphanage, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Hutchison),  431 

West  dive  Public  Hall  Beserve  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  428;  2b.  600 

West  Coast  Gold  Fields, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher),  471 

West  Coast  Public  Works, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Hursthouse),  473 

West  Coast  Boads, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher),  471 

Whitakeb,    Hon.    F.,    Auckland    (Attomey* 
General  from  8th  October), 
Agent-G^eral,  m.  603* 
Colonial  Industries,  q,  644* 
Deferred-Payment  Land,  q,  466* 
Exports,  m.  600* 

Habitual  Drunkards  Bill,  2b.  651* 
Eirwee  Telegraph  Station,  q.  377* 
Legislatire  Council,  q.  644* 
Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  646* 
Minbterial  Statement,  208,*  213,*  214* 
Natiye  Expenditure,  q.  377  ;  m.  380* 
Paramena  te  Oneone  v.  Kinross,  m.  557* 
Public  Berenues  Bill,  2b.  257* 
Bailway  Contracts,  m.  216* 
Wellington-Hutt  BaUway,  q,  466* 

Whitaxeb,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Waipa, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  121 
Auckland  City  West,  m.  337 
Auckland  Members,  m.  566,  671 
Christchurch  City,  m.  347 
Hamilton  Bailway  Bridge,  q,  98 
Eawau,  m.  620,  621 
Ministry,  m.  284 

Ngaruawahia  Suburban  Lands,  q,  94, 140 
Northern  Maori  District,  m.  620 
Public  Berenues  Bill,  2b.  266,  267 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  274 
Taxation,  m.  620 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  182 

White,  J., 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Sutton),  471 

Whitmobb,  Hon.  Q-.  S.,  Napier  (Colonial  Secre- 
tary to  8th  October), 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  6,  17* 
Agent-General,  m.  603,*  605* 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.  5 
Education  Beserres,  q»  5 
Exports,  m.  601* 

Habitual  Drunkards  Bill,  2b.  651* 
Local  Bills,  Obs.  428* 
Local  Industries,  q.  185 
Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  648* 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  212,*  213,*  215* 
Ministry.  Obs.  164;*  m.  167,*  168* 
Native  AfQurs,  m.  137* 
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Whitmobb,  Hon.  Qt.  S. — continued. 
NmtiTe  Expenditure,  m.  607,»  658,*  659.*  660* 
Paramena  te  Oneone  v.  Einroes,  m.  557* 
PriTUe^p,  HI.  10* 
Public  BeTonues  Bill,  2b.  268* 
Public  Trust  Office,  m.  136* 
BaUway  Contncts,  m.  216,*  217* 
Sjdnej  Exhibition  Handbook,  q.  135* 
UniTewity,  m.  467* 
Wellington-Hutt  Bailway,  q.  466 

Whytb,  Mr.  J.  B.,  Waikato, 
Auckland  Coal  Traffic,  q.  382 
Cambridge  Branch  Bailway,  q.  473 
Hamilton  Bailway  Bridge,  q.  59 
Hamilton-Te  Aroha  BaUway,  q.  22 
Thames  Natives,  q.  138 

Williamson,  Hon.  J.,  Auckland, 
Natire  Expenditure,  m.  380* 

Willis,  Major  W.  J.,  Rangitikei, 
Nathan  and  Wilkie,  q,  264 

WiLBOK,  Hon.  J.  W.,  Napier, 
Natire  Expenditure,  m.  379 
Pmmene  te  Oneone  v.  Kinross,  m.  556 
32—4. 


Wine  Manufacture, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  George),  56 

Wood,  Hon.  W.,  Otago, 
Address  in  Beply,  11,*  21* 
Public  BcTenuee  Bill,  2b.  260,*  261* 

Wood,  Mr.  Beader  G.,  Waitemata, 
Auckland  Members,  m.  630,  633,  640,  644,  662 
Christchuroh  City,  m.  347 
<<  Hannah  Mokau,"  q.  299 
Imprisonment  for  Debt  Abolition  Bill,  2b.  462 
Jones,  J.,  q,  299 
Ministry,  m.  169 

Northern  Maori  District,  m.  311,  314 
Onehunsa  Water  Besenre  Bill,  2b.  281 
Public  Bevenues  Bill,  Int.  239,  255 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Int.  270 
Speaker,  m.  2 
Supply,  m.  319,  623,  527 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  186,  409 

Wbioht,  Mr.  E.  G.,  Coleridge, 
Ashburton  Coun^  Council  Waterworks  Bill, 

2b.  497,  498 
Ashburton  Courthouse,  q.  300 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Act,  q.  882 
Dromore  Goods*shed,  q»  96 
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NEW    ZEALAND. 


PAELIAMENTAEY    DEBATES. 


JFirst  Session  of  tfje  Se&entfj  parliament. 


LEaiSLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  2Uh  September,  1879. 


Opening  of  Parliament. 

OPENINa  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
Thx  Shcth  Pabliament  of  Now  Zealand,  which 
wu  prorogued  on  the  11th  day  of  August,  1879, 
to  the  1st  September,  was  difsolved  bj  Procla- 
mation  on  the  15th  August.  On  the  same  daj 
writs  wero  issued  bj  Proclamation,  which  writs 
were  made  returnable  on  the  17th  September,  on 
which  day  Parliament  was  summoned  to  meet. 
Parliament  was  thence  prorogued  to  Wednesday, 
the  24th  day  of  September,  on  which  day  it  met 
for  the  despatch  of  business. 

The  Parliament  was  opened  by  Commission. 

The  LegislatiTe  Council  being  met, 

Three  of  the  Commissioners — namely,  the  Hon. 
Sir  W.  Fitaherbert,  K.C.M.O.,  the  Hon.  G.  S. 
Whitmore,  C.M.O.,  and  the  Hon.  M.  Richmond, 
CB.—iook  their  seats.  The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell,  fourth  Commissioner,  was  absent. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— His  Excel- 
lency the  Gk>Temor,  not  thinking  fit  to  be  per- 
sonally present  here  this  day,  hath  been  pleased 
to  cause  a  Commission  to  be  issued,  in  order  to 
the  opening  and  holding  of  this  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbakeb  commanded  the  Clerk 
to  inform  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  that  the  Commissioners  desired  their 
immediate  attendance  in  the  Legislative  Council, 
to  bear  the  letters  patent  appointing  the  Com- 
mission read. 

Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
being  come, 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  not  thinking  fit  to  be  pre- 
sent here  this  day,  hath  been  pleased,  in  order  to 
the  opening  and  holding  of  this  Parliament,  to 
cause  lett-ers  patent  to  be  passed,  under  the  seal 
of  the  colony,  constituting  us,  the  several  honor- 
able members  therein  named,  his  Commission,  to 
do  all  things  in  His  Excellency's  name  and  on 
liis  part  necessary  to  bo  performed  in  this  Parlia- 

TOL.  xxxn-i. 


ment.  This  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  letters 
patent,  which  will  now  be  read. 

Tlje  letters  patent  were  then  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— Honorable 
Legislative  Councillors  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  we  have  it  in  com- 
mand from  His  Excellency  to  let  you  know  that 
on  Thursday,  the  25tli  day  of  September  instant, 
at  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  His  Ex- 
cellency ^vill,  in  person,  declare  to  you  the  causes 
of  calling  this  Parliament  together.  However,  it 
being  necessary  that  a  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  be  first  chosen,  His  Excellency 
requests  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Kepre- 
seutatives,  to  repair  to  the  place  where  you  usually 
sit,  and  there  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  fit  and  pro- 
per person  to  fill  that  high  and  important  office  ; 
and  that,  after  having  chosen  him,  you  present 
him  on  Thursday  next,  at  the  Government  House, 
at  noon,  to  His  Excellency  for  approval. 

Then  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives withdrew. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  two 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OE  REPEESEJ^TATIVES. 

TFedneeday,  2Uh  September,  1879. 
Opening  of  ParHament—Speaker. 

OPENING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

The  House  met  at  two  o'clock. 

A  uiessage  was  brought  by  Leonard  ^towe, 
Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council,  to  the 
following  effect :  "  Tlie  Commissioners  appointed 
by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  do  all  things 
in  his  name  in  owier  to  the  opening  of  this  Par- 
liament, request  the  attendance  in  the  Legislative 
Council  Chamber  of  the  members  of  this  honor- 
able House  to  hear  the  Commission  read." 

Accordingly  the  House,  with  the  Clerk,  went 
to  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber  ;  and,  a  Com- 
mission having  been  read,  for  the  opening  and 
holding  of  Parliament,  the  Commifsioners  directed 
the  House  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker, 
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and  present  him  next  day  at  noon  at  GoTernment 
House,  for  His  Excellency's  approval. 

Members  being  returned, 

The  Clerk  of  Writs  delivered  to  Francis  East- 
wood Campbell,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  House,  a  list 
of  the  members  who  had  been  returned  to  serve 
in  the  present  Parliament. 

Francis  Eastwood  Campbell,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the 
House,  a  Commissioner  appointed  by  dedimus 
potestatem  for  administering  the  oath  to  the 
members,  did  administer  the  oath  to  the  members 
who  appeared  ;  which  being  done,  and  the  mem- 
bers hJftFing  subscribed  the  oath,  they  took  their 
seats  in  the  House. 

SPEAKER. 

Sir  0.  G-BEY.— Major  Campbell:  I  move  that 
Mr.  G^eorge  Maurice  0*Rorke,  member  for  One* 
hun^  do  take  the  chair  of  this  House  as  Speaker. 
I  will  briefly  state  to  honorable  gentlemen,  in 
making  this  motion,  that  in  the  last  Parliament  it 
was  my  duty  to  move  that  Mr.  O'Borke  should, 
in  that  Parliament,  take  the  chair  as  Speaker.  The 
motion  was  then  made  because  it  was  generally 
known  by  the  House  tliat  Mr.  O'Borke  possessed 
qualities  which  peculiarly  fitted  him  to  fill  the 
chair  of  this  House — a  knowledge  of  parliamentary 
law  and  custom,  great  impartiality,  and  the  power 
of  regulating  debate.  The  proposal  that  I  made 
on  that  occasion  was  seconded  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  it  was  received,  I  may  say,  with 
unanimous  approbation.  During  the  whole  of  last 
session  Mr.  O'Rorke  occupied  the  chair  as  Speaker, 
and  I  am  sure  that  he  performed  his  duties  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  late  Parliament.  Encou- 
raged, therefore,  by  that  precedent,  and  satisfied  I 
am  doing  that  which  is  best  for  the  conduct  of  the 
business  of  this  House,  I  move,  That  Mr.  George 
Maurice  O'Rorke,  member  for  Onehunga,  do  take 
the  chair  of  this  House  as  Speaker. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  hare  very  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  motion  which  has  just  been  made 
by  the  Prime  Minister.  Although  I  have  been 
but  recently  elected  to  this  House,  it  has  been 
my  good  fortune  to  sit  in  this  House  previously 
for  many  years  with  Mr.  O'Rorke.  For  a  short 
time  I  have  been  on  the  same  side  of  politics 
with  that  honorable  gentleman ;  but  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  it  has  been,  if  I  may 
say  so,  my  misfortune  to  be  on  the  opposite  side 
to  him.  During  the  whole  of  the  time,  however, 
of  our  sitting  together,  conscientious  and  wide 
as  our  difierences  on  political  matters  may  have 
been,  they  have  never  interfered  with  the  most 
cordial  relations  subsisting  between  us  in  private 
life.  What  I  have  said  for  myself,  I  think  I  may 
also  say  for  every  honorable  gentleman  who  has 
sat  in  this  House  with  Mr.  O'Rorke— that,  how- 
ever wide  and  great  the  difierences  that  may  have 
existed  between  them,  they  have  never  inter- 
fered with  their  private  friendship.  It  is  such  a 
disposition  ond  character  which  is  essentially  cal- 
culated to  make  an  impartial  Speaker ;  and  it  is 
one  reason  why  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  motion  of  the  Prime  Minister.  I 
have  also  in  former  years,  when  a  member  of 
this  House,  known  the  manner  in  which  Mr. 
O'Rorke  discharged  the  arduous  and  important 


duties  of  Chairman  of  Committees,  and  I  am 
glad  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  admirable  man- 
ner in  whicli  those  duties  were  fulfilled.  I  was 
not  a  member  of  this  House  during  the  time 
the  honorable  gentleman  occupied  the  Speaker's 
chair,  but  I  nevertheless  had  an  opportunity 
of  observing  the  fairness  and  impartiality  which 
have  deservedly  won  for  him  the  encomiums  which 
have  been  passed  by  the  House.  I  have  there- 
fore great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  motion.  I 
feel  sure  honorable  sentlemen  will  agree  with  me 
that  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  O'Rorke  the  character 
and  dignity  of  this  House,  so  far  as  they  are  in 
the  keeping  of  the  Speaker,  will  be  entirely  safe. 

Mr.  O'RORKE.— Major  Campbell :  It  would 
ill  become  me  to  say  anything  in  the  way  of  com- 
plaint about  the  too  complimentary  terms  in 
which  I  have  been  alluded  to  by  my  proposer  and 
seconder,  or  the  flattering  reception  which  my 
name  has  met  with  at  the  hands  of  this  House. 
I  know  very  well  the  high  qualifications  which 
are  requisite  in  a  Speaker  of  this  House.  He 
must  be  patient,  he  must  be  prompt,  ho  must  be 
firm,  he  must  be  courteous,  he  must  keep  aloof 
from  party  politics,  he  must  be  ever  on  the  alert 
to  party  tactics  in  debate.  To  these  essential 
qualifications  I  can  lay  but  slight  claim ;  but  it 
is  the  feeling  that  I  do  possess  one  important 
qualification,  which  encourages  me  to  hope  that 
I  shall  be  able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office 
— and  that  is,  the  mial^cation  of  impartiality. 
Earnest  politician  as  I  am,  and  knowing  there  are 
some  matters  in  which  I  must  always  feel  a  deep 
interest,  I  hope  I  shall  not  allow  those  feelings  to 
interfere  with  the  proper  discharge  of  my  duties 
as  Speaker.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  allusion  to 
the  brief  period  during  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
holding  the  office  of  Speaker  last  session,  but  I 
will  speak  of  the  lengthened  period  during  which 
I  had  the  honor  of  holding  the  office  of  Chair- 
man of  Committees  in  this  House.  During  all 
that  period  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  that  my 
decisions  have  never  been  challenged  by  any 
member  of  the  House.  If  I  am  re-elected  to 
the  higher  position  of  Speaker,  I  shall  endeavour, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  preserve  order,  to 
maintain  decorum  and  the  courtesies  of  parlia- 
mentary debate,  to  uphold  the  dignity  of  thia 
House,  and  to  merit  the  confidence  which  you 
feel  disposed  to  repose  in  me  to-day. 

The  hoiiorable  gentleman  was  then  led  to  the 
chair  by  his  proposer  and  seconder. 

Mr.  SPEAKER-ELECT.— I  desire  to  repeat 
my  humble  acknowledgments  to  the  House  for 
the  high  honor  they  have  conferred  upon  me  in 
unanimously  electing  mo  to  be  their  Speaker.  I 
feel  assured  that  in  the  discharge  of  uie  respon- 
sible duties  of  that  high  ofllce  I  can  always,  in 
times  of  difficulty,  calculate  on  receiving  your 
cordial  co-operation,  which  indeed  must  ever  be 
the  mainstay  of  the  efficiency  of  one  charged 
with  a  Speaker's  functions;  and  I  trust  that 
during  my  period  of  office  you  will  not  have  cause 
to  regret  the  choice  you  have  made  this  day. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— Sir,  will  you  permit 
me  to  congratulate  you  on  vour  election  to  the 
office  of  Speaker  P  1  think,  if  I  recollect  right — 
it  is  now  many  years  ago — I  moved  that  you 
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should  be  first  Chairman  of  Committees,  and  I 
hare  Tery  great  pleasure  now  in  con ^rratula ting 
jon  upon  the  higher  office  which  you  hare  as- 
sumed bj  the  unanimous  wish  of  this  House. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  move,  That  this  House 
do  now  adjourn  until  two  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  beg  to  second  the 
motion,  and  in  doing  so  I  take  the  opportunity 
of  adding  mj  congratulations  to  those  already 
offered  to  you  on  behalf  of  this  House  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemat«.  I  am  sure 
that,  on  whatever  side  of  the  House  we  sit,  we 
shall  always  rest  satisfied  with  tiie  decisions  you 
may  feel  ityour  duty  t^  give. 

Mr.  SPKAKER-ELECT.— I  desire  to  tender 
my  grateful  thanks  to  the  honorable  members  for 
Waitemata  and  Egmont  fur  the  hi^h  compliments 
they  bare  paid  me  when  congratulating  me  upon 
my  elevation  to  the  Speaker's  chair. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  the  House  then  ad- 
journed. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tkurtdayy  25/A  September,  1879. 


Governor's  Speech— Address  in  Beply. 

The  Council  met  at  two  o'clock  p.m. 

Shortly  afterwards  His  Excbllenct  the  Go- 
TBUiOB  entered  the  Chamber  and  took  the  chair. 
A  message  was  forwarded  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, summoning  the  attendance  of  the 
members  in  the  Council  Chamber,  who  being 
come,  with  their  Speaker. — 

GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 

His  EXCELLENCY  was  pleased  to  deliver 
the  following  Speech  : — 

Honorable    Leoislatitb    Cofkcillobs,    and 
Gextlsmbit  of  thb  House  of  Rbpbesenta- 


In  opening  this,  the  Seventh  Parliament  of 
New  Zealand,  I  am  sure  you  will  unite  with  me 
in  an  earnest  hope  that  the  new  Parliament  may 
be  distinguished  for  the  enactment  of  such 
measures  as  shall  be  most  conducive  towards 
promoting  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the 
people. 

We  have  reached  what  is,  perhaps,  as  yet  the 
most  important  epoch  in  the  history  of  (he 
colony;  aud  the  future  will  very  much  depend 
upon  the  impress  which  may  be  stamped  upon  it 
bj  Uie  action  of  this  Parliament. 

It  is  matter  for  congratulation  that,  notwith- 
tUoding  the  severe  monetary  pressure  and  com- 
mercial gloom  which  have  for  some  time  past 
prevailed  throughout  the  world,  the  position  of 
this  colony  is  thoroughly  sound. 

In  accordance  with  constitutional  usage,  I  re- 
Motly  allowed  an  appeal  to  the  electors  of  the 


colony ;  and  they  hare  availed  themselves  of  this 
opportunity  to  make  manifest  their  wishes  with 
regard  to  measures  of  great  importance,  which 
it  was  proposed  sliould  be  enacted  as  part  of  the 
permanent  constitutional  law  of  the  colony. 

The  elections  having  been  completed,  I  have,  at 
the  earliest  possible  period,  called  you  together  to 
avail  myself  of  your  advice  and  assistance  in  con- 
sidering these  measures,  and  in  carrying  on  the 
necessary  legislation  of  the  cQuntrj. 

My  Responsible  Advisers,  following  up  the  line 
of  policy  which  was  indicated  during  the  last 
session  of  the  late  Parliament,  have  prepared 
measures  giving  effect  to  the  views  which  were 
then  made  known  to  the  country.  Amongst 
these  there  will  bo  submitted  to  you  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  electors  qualified  to 
vote  at  the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  In  this  measure  the  broad 
principle  is  adopted  that  every  man  who  pays 
taxes,  and  is  otherwise  affected  by  legislation, 
has  a  right  to  representation. 

A  Bill  which  will  also  claim  your  consideration 
is  one  which  proposes  to  reduce  the  longest  period 
for  which  the  House  of  Representatives  can  sit 
from  five  to  three  years.  This  enactment  will 
render  each  member  more  directly  accountable 
to  his  constituents  than  he  at  present  is,  and  will 
secure  to  the  electors  the  power  of  returning 
members  so  frequently  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives that  public  opinion,  which  often  in 
young  countries  takes  a  new  direction,  from  the 
rapidly-varying  circumstances  of  such  commu- 
nities, will  be  fairly  represented  in  every  phase 
which  that  opinion  may  assume. 

But  these  provisions  will  be  of  comparatively 
little  value  unless  the  constituencies  are  so  ar- 
ranged that,  in  as  far  as  practicable,  population 
in  each  electoral  district  respectively  shall  be 
duly  represented.  This  right  was  assured  to  the 
peopio  of  New  Zealand  by  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  Act  which  originally  gave  them  a 
Representative  Constitution.  The  measure  on 
thi^  subject  which  is  to  be  submitted  to  yon  will 
substantially  secure  a  return,  and  an  adherence 
for  the  future,  to  that  important  principle  of  the 
Constitution  Act. 

These  three  measures  are,  in  the  opinion  of  my 
Advisers,  so  equitable  in  themselves,  and  so  accor- 
dant with  the  spirit  of  modem  times,  that,  should 
they  become  law,  there  is,  the  Government  be- 
lieves, every  prospect  that  a  feelfng  of  general 
contentment  would  be  permanently  established  in 
the  colony.    Tho  power  of  le^slation  would  th^n 
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largc-y  reat  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  New 
Zealancl  ;  and  it  is  to  ho  hoped  that  thcj  will 
always  maintain  witbiti  its  limits  an  cqiiitahle 
sjstem  of  taxation,  a  just  administration  of  puhlic 
lands,  and  a  sound  system  of  local  self-goTem- 
ment.  The  alterations  which  will  be  produced  in 
the  Constitution  Act  by  the  proposed  measures 
will  bo  but  slight,  whilst  they  are  evidently  in 
accord  with  the  popular  wish. 

A  Bill  will  be  submitted  for  your  consideration 
to  suspend  plurality  of  voting  in  cases  of  elec- 
tions of  local  governing  bodies  whilst  those  bodies 
are  subsidized  out  of  the  general  reronuo  of  the 
colony. 

Measures  will  also  be  subniitt  ed  t  o  you  w  hich  will 
enable  those  desiring  to  ooi^upy  small  farms  or 
rural  allotments  to  obtain  possession  of  lands  much 
more  readily,  and  at  a  smaller  cost,  than  they  can 
be  obtained  under  the  present  system. 

Gentlbmen  of  the  IIorsE  op  Rbpresenta- 

TITES, — 

Tlie  estimates  will  be  laid  before  you  accom- 
panied by  financial  measures  calculated,  in  the 
opinion  of  my  Gk>vemmcnt,  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony,  and  to  maintain  its  credit. 

A  very  general  desire  appears  to  exist  that  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  the  best  means  of 
promoting  and  encouraging  manufactures  and 
local  industries  in  this  colony.  With  a  view  to 
give  effect  to  this  desire,  you  may  probably  think 
it  advisable  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  upon  the  subject. 

The  public  works  in  progress  continue  to  be 
vigorously  prosecuted,  and  you  will  be  asked  to 
make  provision  for  the  further  prosecution  of 
those  works  which  have  already  been  authorized 
by  Parliament. 

In  pursuance  of  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  the  session  of  1878,  considerable  pains 
have  been  taken  by  the  Public  Works  Department 
to  ascertain  the  best  route  for  connecting  by  rail 
the  east  and  west  coasts  of  the  northern  portion 
of  the  Middle  Island ;  and  also  the  best  route 
from  Amberley  lo  Cook  Strait.  As  these  are 
works  of  great  magnitude  and  importance,  and 
must  involve  a  very  large  expenditure  of  public 
money,  it  is  deemed  prudent,  in  order  to  take 
advantage  of  every  possible  means  of  ascertaining 
the  best  routes,  that  the  relative  merits  of  the 
various  lines  should  bo  carefully  considered. 
With  that  view  you  will  be  asked  to  submit 
the  whole  question  to  full  and  exhaustive  ex- 
amination and  inquiry  by  a  Select  Committee. 


HOKOBABLB  LeOISLATITB  CoTTKCILLOBS,  IKD 
QeNTLEIIEK  of  THE  IIOUSE  OF  RbPBESEVTA- 
TIVES, — 

A  measure  will  be  laid  before  you  by  whick 
lands  the  property  of  the  Natives,  not  purchased 
by  the  Government  for  the  public,  will  hence- 
forth bo  sold  in  small  blocks  in  the  open  market, 
on  9uch  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon  with  the 
proprietors,  ^fy  Advisers  are  of  opinion  that  by 
the  adoption  of  this  system  great  advantages  will 
bo  secured  to  the  whole  European  population  of 
New  Zealand;  whilst  the  Natives  will  hare  the 
satisfaction  of  receiving  the  full  value  of  their 
estates,  and  will  no  longer  be  subjected  to  those 
importunities  and  temptations  to  induce  them  to 
part  with  their  lands  which  have  hitherto  proved 
a  fertile  source  of  misundei*standLng  and  of  evil 
to  the  two  races. 

The  assurance  which  I  was  enabled  to  gire  to 
the  members  of  Parliament  at  the  opening  of  the 
last  session,  in  regard  to  the  peaceful  and  loyal 
action  of  the  Native  people  generally,  has  been 
borne  out  by  the  results. 

No  further  development  has  taken  place  of  the 
fanatical  movement  on  the  West  Coast,  and  the 
tribes  concerned  appear  to  be  quietly  awaiting  the 
action  of  the  Parliament  and  of  the  ordinary 
Courts  of  law. 

Steps  are  being  taken  for  the  holding  of  a  full 
inquiry  into  the  existence  and  extent  of  the 
alleged  unfulfilled  promises  in  regard  to  lands. 

Two  intertribal  disturbances,  arising  out  of  dis- 
puted claims  to  land,  have  occurred,  in  one  in- 
stance attended  with  loss  of  life.  The  necessary 
measures  are  being  taken  to  vindicate  the  law. 

A  Bill  will  be  submitted  for  your  consideration 
to  regulate  the  immigration  of  Chinese  into  the 
colony. 

A  valuable  interim  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of 
higher  education  has  been  received  and  laid  before 
both  Houses.  When  the  final  report  has  been 
made,  no  delay  shall  take  place  in  laying  it  before 
you,  and  in  communicating  to  you  the  measures 
which  the  Government  may  recommend  for  adop- 
tion on  the  whole  subject,  which  is  one  of  para- 
p.ount  importance  to  educational  interests  in  the 
colony. 

Various  other  measures  will  be  laid  before  you 
during  this  session.  On  each  of  these  I  am  con- 
fident you  will  bestow  yomr  careful  attention, 
exerting  yourselves  in  all  respects  to  promote  the 
interests  of  this  colony,  the  destinies  of  which 
Providence  has  in  so  large  a  measure  intrusted 
to  your  charge.  In  all  your  efibrts  to  attain  this 
end  you  may  rely  on  receiving  my  ready  and 
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earnest  co-operation.  I  eincerely  tru?t  that  a 
spirit  of  wisdom  and  of  sound  judgment  may 
animato  each  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

His  ExcELLBKCT,  having  handed  the  Hon.  the 
Speaker  a  copy  of  his  Speech,  withdrew. 
The  Council  adjourned  for  ton  minutes. 
The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chnir. 
Pbatbbs. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  WHIT- 
MORE,  it  was  ordered,  Tlmt  a  Select  Committee 
be  appointed  to  prepare  on  Address  in  reply  to 
His  Excellency's  opening  Speech,  such  Committee 
to  consist  of  tlie  Hon.  Major  Richmond,  C.B., 
the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  John  Johnston,  and  the  mover. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  eight  minutes  pa^t 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  RE  PRESENT  ATI  VES, 
Thursday,  26th  September,  1879. 

Speaker— Opening   of    ParUament— Firat   Reading— Go- 
remor's  Speech. 

Mr.  SPBAEETt  took  the  chair  at  two  o'clock. 

Pb&tebs. 

SPEAKER. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  to  report  to  tho 
House  that,  on  appearing  before  His  Excellency 
at  noon  with  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Grey,  K.C.B., 
the  proposer,  and  the  Hon.  John  Hall,  the  se- 
conder, of  my  nomination  as  Speaker,  and  solicit- 
iog  His  Excellency's  confirmation  of  the  choice  of 
the  House,  His  Excellency  was  graciously  pleased 
to  accord  tho  confirmation  a&ked  for,  and  to  con- 
firm, on  behalf  of  the  Queen,  nil  the  rights  and 
pririleges  of  the  House  of  RfpresentatiTes,  to  the 
same  extent  as  they  have  been  granted  hitherto, 
and  to  assure  me  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives would  always  have  ready  access  to  him,  and 
that  he  would  at  all  times  place  the  most  favour- 
able construction  on  their  proceedings.  It  is  for 
me  DOW  to  repeat  my  respectful  ncknowlcdg- 
nents  to  the  House  for  the  high  honor  they 
hare  done  me  in  unanimously  electing  mo  as  their 
Speaker. 

OPENING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  desiring  (he  attendance  of  mem- 
bers in  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber. 

Mr.  SpEAKBB,  accompanied  by  members,  and 
preceded  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  bearing  the 
mace,  proceeded  to  the  Legblative  Council  Cham- 
ber, and,  after  a  short  absence,  returned. 

FIRST  READING. 
Imbecile  Passengers  Act  Extension  Bill. 

GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  honorable  members 
that,  when  the  House,  in  obedience  to  summons, 


attended  His  Excellency  in  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil Chamber,  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  uiuke 
a  Speech,  of  which  he  had,  for  jijreater  accuracy, 
obtained  a  copy.     He  tlien  re.id  tho  Speech. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half- pa? I  three  o'clock 
p.m.  _       _ 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  2Gth  September,  1879. 


Edacfttion  Heserves— Chairman  of  Committees— Sessional 
Committees. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two.  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

EDUCATION  RESERVES. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL,  in  asking 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  At  what  time  tho 
return  will  be  laid  upon  the  table  respecting  edu- 
cation reserves,  ordered  on  29th  October,  1878  ? 
said  the  question  which  ho  had  put  to  the  Govern- 
ment would  explain  itself.  It  would  be  in  tho 
recollection  of  tue  honorable  gentleman  opposite 
that  in  October,  1878,  the  Council  was  pleased, 
upon  his  motion,  to  pass  a  resolution  that  the 
Government  should  seek  from  the  Iieads  of  de- 
partments certain  information  with  reference  to 
the  education  reserves.  The  subject  was  one  of 
very  creat  importance,  and  some  of  these  days  it 
would  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  comprehensive 
way. 

Tho  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that  this 
was  a  very  importAut  report,  and  tho  honoroblo 
gentleman,  when  he  moved  for  the  return,  must 
have  been  aware  that  it  could  not  be  compiled  in 
a  moment.  The  information  had  as  nearly  as 
possible  been  obtained,  and  had  been  in  the 
Printer's  hands  for  some  time  past,  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  tho  pressure  of  work,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  get  it  out  yet.  However,  the  return 
would  be  printed  by  next  week,  and  it  would  be 
laid  on  the  table,  ho  trusted,  that  day  week. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving, 
That  the  Hon.  Captain  Bail  lie  bo  appointed 
Chairman  of  Committees  for  this  session,  said 
he  thought  the  resolution  would  be  unanimously 
supported. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

House.— The  Hon.  the  Speaker,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell,  tho  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wilson,  tho  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Menzies,  tho  Hon.  Captain  Eraser,  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Brett,  tho  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  the 
Hon.  Captain  Baillie. 

Public  Petitions. — The  Hon.  Captain  Eraser, 
tho  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  Buckley, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  tije  Hon.  Mr. 
Scotland,  tho  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson,  the  lion.  Mr. 
Edwards,  tho  Hon.  Mr.  Nurse,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ngatatn,  and  the  Hon.  Colonel  Bretf. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  three 
o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  26/A  Septemhery  1879. 

First  Readings— Sessional  Committees— Museums— Auck- 
land Improvement  Commissioners — Parnell  Borough — 
Cheviot  Election— Theatrical  Representations— Bruce 
Polling-places — Grain,  Flour,  and  Timber  Duties — 
Electoral  Rolls— Chairman  of  Committees— Adjourn- 
ment.   

Mr.  Speakeb  took  tho  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  Auckland 
Harbour  Reclamation  Bill,  Auckland  Improve- 
ment Commissioners  Transfer  of  Powers  Bill, 
Auckland  Provincial  Couucil  Library  Bill,  Plu- 
rality of  Voting  Suspension  Bill,  Representation 
Bill,  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  Maori  Land 
Alienation  Bill,  '  Ksitangata  and  Wangaloa 
Athenesums  Reserves  Bill. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

House. — Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Barron,  Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny,  Mr.  Driver,  Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher,  Mr. 
G-eorge,  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  McDonald,  Mr. 
Montgomery,  Mr.  Oliver,  Mr.  Pyke,  Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Kolleston,  Captain  Russell,  Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Whi taker,  and  Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

Reporting  Debates  and  Peintino.  —  Mr. 
Speaker,  Mr.  Bain,  Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  De  Lautour,  Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hutchison,  Mr.  McCaughan,  Mr.  Moss,  Mr. 
Oliver,  Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  Shephard,  Mr.  Stevens;  Mr. 
Wakefield,  and  Dr.  Wallis. 

LiBBABY.  —  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Bowen,  Mr. 
Brown,  Mr.  Bunny,  Mr.  Gisbome,  Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Hutchison,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr. 
Moorhouse,  Mr.  RoUeston,  Mr.  Sheehan,  Mr. 
STvanson,  Mr.  Tole,  and  Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

Gold  Fields. — Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Finn,  Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher,  Mr.  Gibbs,  Mr.  Gis- 
borne,  Mr.  H.  Hirst,  Mr.  Ireland,  Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Pyke,  Mr.  Reeves,  Mr. 
Reid,  Mr.  Seddon,  and  Mr.  Sheehan. 

Petitions  Classification. — Mr.  Barron,  Mr. 
Fulton,  Mr.  H.  Hirst,  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Moss,  Mr.  Reeves,  Major  Te  Wheoro,  Mr. 
Thomson,  and  Major  Willis. 

Waste  Lands. — Mr.  Acton  Adams,  Major 
Atkinson,  Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Bunny,  Captain 
Colbeck,  Mr.  Finn,  Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher,  Mr.  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop,  Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst,  Mr.  Ireland,  Mr. 
Mason,  Mr.  Moorhouse,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Rolleston,  Mr.  Shanks,  Mr.  Thomson,  Colonel 
Trimble,  and  Mr.  Whi  taker. 

Native.— Mr.  Acton  Adams,  Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher,  Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr. 
Hamlin,  Mj*.  Lundon,  Mr.  McDonald,  Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Reeves,  Mr.  Rolleston,  Captain 
Russell,  Mr.  Seddon,  Mr.  Sheehan,  Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui,  Mr.  Tawhai,  Major  To  Wheoro,  Mr. 
Tomoana,  Colonel  Trimble,  Mr.  Wakefield,  and 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Standing  Obdebs. — Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Gisbome,  Mr.  Hislop,  Mr.  Macandrew,  Mr. 
Richmond,  and  Mr.  Seymour. 


MUSEUMS. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Government,  If  thej 
will  lay  before  this  House  a  return  showing 
expenditure  of  public  money  on  each  of  tho 
museums  in  the  colony,  and  the  endowments 
from  Crown  lands  (with  the  revenue  received 
from  the  same)  which  have  been  made  to  the 
said  museums  respectively  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  the  return  would 
be  furnished  so  far  as  it  could  be  procured,  but 
he  doubted  if  some  portions  of  it  asked  for  could 
be  furnbhed. 

AUCKLAND  IMPROVEMENT  COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Government,  If  they  will 
lay  before  this  House  a  return  showing  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Auckland  Improvement  Com- 
missioners— (1)  on  streets,  roads,  and  footpaths 
in  the  City  of  Auckland  ;  (2)  on  the  Recreation 
Reserve  for  the  said  city ;  (3)  for  all  other  pur- 
poses ;  also  the  amount  of  the  debt  due  by  the 
said  Commissioners,  and  their  present  annual 
revenue  and  expenditure ;  together  with  a  plan 
of  the  endowment  administered  by  the  said  Com- 
missioners, showing  the  sections  leased  and  un- 
leaded at  the  present  time? 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  tho  return  would  be  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House. 

PARNELL  BOROUGH. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Government,  What  steps, 
if  any,  they  propose  to  take  with  reference  to  the 
petition  presented  last  session  by  the  Borough  of 
Parnell,  and  referred  to  the  Government  by  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  in  their  report  thereon  ? 
Last  session  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  reported 
upon  this  petition,  to  the  effect  that  the  question 
to  which  the  petition  related  was  one  of  adminis- 
tration, with  which  the  Committee  did  not  think 
it  advisable  to  interfere. 

Mr.  THOMSON  said  the  question  asked  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  referred  to  rather  an  impor- 
tant subject.  He  might  state  that  there  were 
several  municipalities  in  the  same  position  as 
Parnell,  in  so  fur  as  endowments  were  concerned. 
Tho  Gt)vernment  had  the  matter  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  ho  hoped  they  would  be  able 
shortly  to  state  what  steps  they  intended  to  take 
in  reference  to  this  and  other  matters  of  a  similar 
nature. 

CHEVIOT  ELECTION. 

Mr.S  AUNDERS  asked  the  Postmaster-G^eral, 
Whether  a  telegram  soot  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
to  Mr.  Henry  Ingles,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  at 
Kaikoura — and  which  Mr.  Ingles  reports  in  a  letter 
to  the  Canterbury  Press  to  be  in  substance, "  Will 
you  stand  on  policy  as  defined  in  Governor's  Speech  P 
If  you  will,  you  shall  have  the  entire  support  of 
the  party ;  even  if  defeated  you  will  haye  claims 
to  consideration  ;"  but  which  a  Government  organ 
claims  to  have  been  sent  in  exactly  the  following 
words :  "  19th  August. — Will  you  stand  on  policy 
of  Govemor*s  Speech  in  opposition  to  Saunders  ? 
Party  will  support  you  as  far  as  possible,  and  con- 
sider you  to  have  a  claim  upon  it  even  if  unsuccess- 
ful"— was  franked  by  Colonel  Whitmore  as  a  tele- 
gram on  public  servicoi  or  was  paid  for  as  a  private 
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telegram  P  He  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  offer  anj  apoloey  for  asking  this  question. 
He  might  simpij  say  that,  if  tliis  telegraoi  stood 
alone,  it  would  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  House 
to  inquire  as  to  the  course  the  GoTernment  took 
with  reference  to  influencing  elections  to  that 
House  at  ihe  public  expense.  From  the  accidental 
circumstances  under  which  this  telegram  was  dis- 
coTered,  he  thought  it  would  be  found  tliat  it  was 
but  a  sample  of  a  Tast  number  of  others  which 
had  been  senl,  and  with  regard  to  which  the 
House  would  no  doubt  like  to  have  some  informa- 
tion. 

Sir  G.  GREY  wished  to  ask  the  Speaker's  ruling 
as  to  whether  it  was  right  for  an  honorable  mem- 
ber, in  putting  a  question,  to  use  the  words  "  a 
6K>Temment  organ."  He  did  not  know  what 
those  words  meant.  He  was  not  aware  that 
there  was  any  Government  organ. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  ho  hod  asked  the  honor- 
able member  for  ChoTiot  if  he  could  substitute  the 
name  of  the  paper,  and  the  honorable  member 
told  him  he  did  not  know  the  name  of  the  paper. 
The  honorable  gentleman  had  used  the  words  as  a 
quotation,  and  he  did  not  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  exceeding  the  latitude  allowed  (o 
honorable  members  in  putting  questions.  He  did 
not  think  that  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  newspaper  was  a  Gt>Yemment  or  Opposition 
oi^n  was  really  inrolved  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER  replied  that  he  had  seen  the 
original  telegram.  It  was  marked  *'  Urgent,"  and 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Whiimore's  name  appeared  on 
the  corner.  He  had  seen  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whit- 
more,  who  stated  that  he  intended  it  to  go  as  a 
prirate  telegram,  but  from  the  haste  with  which 
it  waa  forwarded  it  was  not  paid  for;  but  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  would  hare  to  pay  for  it. 

THEATRICAL  REPRESENTATIONS. 

Mr.  DICK  asked  the  Gbvemment,  If  they 
have  been  requested  to  take  any  action  to  pre- 
vent theatrical  representations  of  an  immoral 
tendency  in  the  City  of  Dunedin  ;  and  what 
steps,  if  any,  they  propose  to  take  in  the  matter  ? 
Honorable  members  were  no  doubt  aware  that 
a  company  of  players  had  recently  been  perform- 
ing in  the  City  of  Wellington,  and  their  theatri- 
cal representations  had  l^en  condemned  by  the 
Press  as  improper  and  as  haying  nn  immoral 
tendency.  The  company  had  since  gone  south, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Ducedin  had  taken  some 
alarm,  and  were  anxious  to  know  whether  there 
was  any  power  to  stop  such  displays.  There  was 
an  Ordinance  of  the  Prorincial  Council  which 
^Te  the  Superintendent  the  power  to  prohibit 
immoral  and  indecent  theatrical  displays,  and 
that  power,  when  Provincial  Councils  were  abo- 
lished, was  transferred  to  the  Governor.  He 
desired  to  know  if  the  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  exercise  that  power,  and  if  they  would 
00  so  upon  this  occasion. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that  certain  repre- 
sentations had  been  made  to  the  Government  on 
the  subject  referred  \o  by  the  honorable  member. 
The  honorable  gentleman  was  quite  correct  in 
saying  that  an  Ordinance  existed  in  Otago  upon 
the  sGtgect,  and  it  was  still  on  the  Statute  Book. 


The  police  had  been  directed  to  see  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Statute  were  completely  carried 
out  in  Dunedin ;  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  would 
have  the  desired  effect.  He  might  say  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Ordinance  were  very  stringent. 
Not  only  the  parties  performing,  but  the  owners 
of  the  building,  were  liable  to  heavy  penalties ; 
and  persons  conducting  licensed  houses  in  which 
such  exhibitions  took  place  were  liable  to  have 
their  licenses  rescinded.  He  thought  it  might 
be  well  if  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance  were 
extended  throughout  New  Zealand.  This  was 
not  the  only  measure  passed  by  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Otago  that  would  be  of  benefit  to  the 
whole  colony. 

BRUCE  POLLING-PLACES. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  cause  thrte  additional  polline-ploces  for  the 
electoral  district  of  Bruce  to  be  appointed — 
namely,  the  schoolhouses  at  Wangaloa,  Stirling, 
and  liovell's  Flat  respectively  ? 

Mr.  THOMSON  said  it  was  found  previous  to 
the  last  general  election  that  there  were  many 
polling-places  which  were  not  at  all  suitable.  It 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  moke 
due  inquiry,  and  to  appoint  suitable  polling-places 
all  over  the  colony,  and  the  suggestions  of  the 
honorable  member  with  regard  to  the  polling- 
places  mentioned  in  his  question  would  then  be 
taken  into  consideration. 

GRAIN,  FLOUR,  AND  TIMBER   DUTIES. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
propose  this  session  to  reimpose  the  duties  upon 
grain,  flour,  and  timber  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY  i-eplied  that  the  Government 
would  state  to  the  House,  when  the  Financial 
Statement  was  brought  forward,  what  they  in- 
tended to  do  in  reference  to  these  duties. 

Mr.  MURRAY  would  Hke  to  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman  when  there  would  be  any  chance 
of  the  Financial  Statement  being  brought  down. 
If  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
deal  with  this  question,  he  intended  to  move  in 
the  matter  himself. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  there  was  nothing  to  pre- 
vent the  honorable  gentleman  from  moving  in 
the  matter  himself,  if  he  thought  proper.  He 
would  at  Ihe  earliest  possible  period  intimate  to 
the  House  when  the  Financial  Statement  would 
be  delivered,  but  he  thought  he  could  hardly  be 
expected  to  do  so  on  the  second  day  of  the 
sesbion. 

ELECTORAL  ROLLS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BRANDON,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  upon  the  table 
showing  the  population  and  the  number  of 
electors  on  the  electoral  roll  of  each  electoral 
district,  and  the  number  of  electors  who  polled  in 
each  district  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  general 
election. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  COMMITTEES. 
Sir  G.  GREY.— I  rise  to  move  that  Mr.  Sey- 
mour be  appointed  Chairman  of  Committees  of 
the  whole  House.    During  last  session  a  similar 
motion  was  made,  and  the  unanimous  approval  of 
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the  House  was  giTen  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Seymour  to  the  position  which  I  now  Tenturo  to 
propose  he  should  again  hold.  The  experience 
that  we  had  during  tlie  last  short  session  of  Mr. 
Seymour's  abilities  in  the  chair,  fully  justified  the 
step  which  the  House  then  took.  I  therefore  feel 
that  I  need  not  delay  the  House  by  making  any 
lengthened  speech  on  this  subject,  simply  assur- 
ing honorable  members  that,  if  they  agree  with 
the  motion  I  have  made,  they  will  find  that  they 
liaye  acted  wisely,  and  to  the  advantage  and 
benefit  of  the  House  itself,  as  well  as  for  the 
convenience  of  honorable  members  and  the 
facility  of  conducting  public  business.  I  will 
now  move.  That  Mr.  Seymour  be  appointed 
Chairman  of  Committees  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  have  very  much  pleasure  in 
seconding  the~  motion  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
I  am  exceedingly  glad  that  he  has  made  this 
proposition,  for  1  believe  it  is  very  desirable  we 
should  make  it  a  rule  to  select  for  positions  such 
as  that  of  Chairman  of  Committees  the  best  men 
we  can  find  in  the  House,  altogether  irrespective 
of  party  considerations  :  and  that  the  Prime 
Minister  now  proposes  to  do.  I  hope  that  as 
much  as  possible — I  do  not  suppose  it  will  be 
quite  possible — these  questions  will,  in  the  con- 
duct of  our  business,  cease  to  be  decided  on  party 
grounds.  I  have  reason  to  know  that  Mr.  Sey- 
mour possesses  almost  every  qualification  which 
could  he  desired  in  a  Chairman  of  Committees. 
He  has  had  long  experience  in  that  office.  In 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  ho  has  gained  the 
respect  and  the  confidence  of  this  House.  The 
House  has  found  him  to  possess  the  ]}atience, 
firmness,  and  caurtesy  which  are  so  indispensable 
to  the  proper  discharge  of  thobe  duties.  In  fact, 
it  occurs  to  me  that  Mr.  Seymour  was  almost 
bom  to  be  a  Chairman  of  Committees.  I  have 
very  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR. —  Mr.  Speaker,  I  greatly 
crave  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  thank 
my  proposer  and  seconder  on  this  occasion  for  the 
very  kind  terms  in  which  they  have  spoken  of  my 
past  services  as  Chairman  of  Committees  in  this 
House.  I  liavo  also  most  heartily  to  thank  the 
House  for  having  for  the  third  time  called  me 
to  that  honorable  and  important  position.  This 
House  very  largely  consists  of  new  members,  and, 
B8  to  these  gentlemen,  they  must  perforce  take  my 
future  performance  of  tlie  duties  of  that  oflice 
somewhat  upon  trust;  but  with  respect  to  the 
older  members  of  the  House  I  hope  I  may  be 
allowed  to  infer,  from  the  unanimity  of  expression 
on  this  occasion,  that  my  services  during  the  past 
have  gained  their  confidence  and  respect ;  and  I 
may  pwmise  that  no  exertions  of  mine  will  be 
spared  in  the  future  to  continue  to  earn  that  con- 
fidence. There  are,  I  am  aware,  at  times  very 
difficult  questions  to  decide  while  performing 
those  duties ;  and,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  say  so. 
Sir,  it  is  a  source  of  very  great  satisfaction  to  mo 
that  I  find  you  sitting  in  the  chair— a  gentleman 
who  has  had  unlimited  experience  of  these  very 
duties  which  I  am  now  called  to  perform,  and  to 
whose  advice  and  assistance  I  feel  certain  I  may 
^iV  G.  Orey 


have  recourse  in  those  cases  where  perhaps  mj 
more  limited  experience  may  fail  to  point  out  the 
direction  in  which  my  decision  should  be  given. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted 
to  observe  that  it  affords  me  not  merely  satis- 
faction, but  very  great  gratification,  to  know  that 
my  honorable  friend  the  member  for  Wair&a 
will  be  associated  with  me  in  the  conduct  of  the 
business  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  And 
I  feel  sure  I  am  expressing  the  mind  of  the 
House  when  I  eay  I  congratulate  Mr.  Seymour 
on  his  re-election  as  Chairman  of  Committees  of 
the  whole  House. 

ADJOURNMENT. . 
Sir  0.  0REY.— I  now  rise  to  move,  That  this 
House  do  adjourn  until  Tuesday  nexjb. 

Mr.  HALL. — Before  that  question  is  put,  I 
wish  to  make  an  observation  or  two.  I  presume 
that,  when  the  House  meets  again,  the  Govern- 
ment will  proceed  with  the  motion  of  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Andrews)  has  given  notice — in  fact,  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  courteous  enough  to  inform  me 
that  such  is  the  intention  ;  and  therefore  I  wish 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  the  course  the 
Opposition  will  think  it  right  to  pursue  when  the 
Address  in  Reply  is  proposed.  It  will  probably  be 
for  the  convenience  of  the  HoupC  that  I  should 
do  so.  We  regret  that  the  motion  has  not  been 
gone  on  with  this  afternoon.  We  are  anxious  to 
get  on  with  the  public  bus^incss  with  the  least 
possible  delay;  and  we  were  perfectly  prepared 
to  go  on  with  the  discussion,  and  to  go  to  a  division 
this  evenitig,  if  such  were  convenient  to  honorable 
members  opposite.  It  is  possible  that  to  some 
members  this  would  not  be  convenient,  and,  to 
consult  their  convenience,  we  are  not  going  to 
oppose  the  adjournment.  However,  we  are  quite 
prepared ;  and  I  hope  wo  sliall  not  be  told  again 
by  what  may  be  regarded  as  the  Gt)vemment 
organ  in  this  city  —  the  paper  which  gets  the 
Government  advertisements — that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Opposition  not  to  throw  obstruction  in  the 
way  of  pubUo  business.  I  now  add  that,  when 
the  motion  is  moved  of  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  lias  given  notioe, 
I  shall  move  this  addition  to  the  Address: 
"Whilst,  however,  we  are  prepared  to  give  efl^ect 
to  the  liberal  measures  desired  by  the  country,  we 
feel  bound  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  that  your 
Excellency's  Government,  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted, does  not  possess  the  confidence  of  this 
House."  We  shall  be  ready  to  go  on  with  the 
debate  on  that  question,  and  to  go  to  a  division  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-fivo  minutes  to 
four  o'clock  p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  HOth  September,  1879. 

FintBeftdJoK— Sessioiul  Committees— PriTil6g»—Addrew 
in  Reply. 

The  Hon.  the  SPBiJLSB  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

PSAYXSfl. 

FIKST  READINa. 
Habitual  DrimkardB  Bill. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

LiBBABY. — ^The  Hon.  the  Speaker,  the  Hon. 
Major  Bichmond,  G.B.,  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pha- 
rmxjn,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Captain 
Fraeer,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Men- 
siee,  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Qnee,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse. 

Waste  Lands.— Tlie  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  G-.  Buckley,  the  Hon.  Captain 
Fraser,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bobinson,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilson. 

Standiitg  Oedbbs  — -The  Hon.  the  Speaker, 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitinore,  the  Hon.  Major 
Btchmond,  C.B.,  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bi-ll,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterliouse,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Q>.  B.  Johnson, 
and  the  Hon.  Captain  Bail  lie. 

Rkpobtiko. — ^Tha  Hon.  the  Speaker,  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Wbitniore,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Qraj,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Chamberlin,  and  the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie. 

PRnrriKO. — The  Hon.  the  Speaker,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Menxies,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  tlie  Hon.  Mr. 
ManteU,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Miller,  and  the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie. 

LooAL  Bills.— The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Scotland,  and  the  Hon.  Captain 
Baillie. 

JoiKT  CoMHiTTES  ov  BiLLS. — The  Hou.  Major 
Rtchmond,  C.B.,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Q-.  R.  Johnson, 
and  the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie. 

JOIKT  COXMITTEB  ON    STANDING  ObDEBS  ON 

Pbitatb  Bills. — ^The  Hon.  Major  Richmond, 
O.B.,  the  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  Bucklej,  and  the  Hon. 
Osptain  Baillie. 

Sblbction. — The  ^on.  Mr.  J.  Johnston,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin,  the  Hon.  Mr.  G-.  Bucklej, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Scotland,  and  the  Hon.  Captain 
Baillie. 

PBIVILEaE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Before  the  Coun- 
cil proceeds  to  the  business  on  the  Order  Paper, 
I  think  it  is  mj  duty  to  call  attention  to  what 
ippears  to  me  to  be  a  serious  breach  of  the  priTi- 
U^  of  the  Council,  which  occurred  during  the 
reoesa  prior  to  the  last  session  of  the  Assembly. 
I  should  hare  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  the  matter  during  the  brief  session  last  past, 
but  I  was  prerented  bjr  ill-health  from  doing  so. 
I  re£sr  to  a  criminal  case  which  was  instituted  by 
eeitatn  peraons  against  a  witness  who  had  been 
belm  one  of  the  Committees  of  this 
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Council  some  seren  or  eight  years  ago  for  perjury 
alleged  to  haye  been  committed  in  his  eridenoe 
given  before  that  Committee.  The  Committee  is 
one  which  any  honorable  member  who  hsd  a  seat 
in  the  Council  at  the  time  would  not  hare  for- 
gotten—the Select  Committee  upon  Council  Paper 
No.  97 — and  its  inquiries  were  doToted  to  matters 
which  were  alleged  to  hare  occurred  in  connection 
with  Natire  land  purchases  in  the  Hawke's  Bay 
District.  A  Mr.  Kinross  was  among  the  witnesses 
examined,  and,  in  common  with  other  witnesses, 
he  was  examined  upon  oath,  in  pursuance  of  tlie 
power  given  to  the  Committee  at  the  time  it  was 
appointed  by  the  Council.  I  mention  this  oir* 
oumstance  simply  to  make  more  clear  what  I  shall 
have  to  say  before  I  conclude.  I  will  not  detain 
the  Council  unnecessarily  long.  In  the  course  of 
his  evidence  Mr.  Kinross  deposed  upon  oath  that 
he  never  gave  spirits  to  Natives  as  a  considera- 
tion for  land.  The  charge  against  him  was 
that,  in  having  sworn  to  that  statement  before 
the  Committee,  he  had  committed  pexjury,  inas- 
much as  he  was  constantly  giring  spirits  to 
the  Natires  in  exchange  for  their  land.  Of 
course,  in  common  with  other  members  of  this 
Council,  I  should  be  sorry  if  any  encouragement 
were  given  to  witnesses  giving  evidence  on  oath 
before  Select  Committees  of  this  Council  to  forget 
the  obligations  of  their  oath  and  to  perjure  them* 
selves ;  and  therefore  my  inclination  would  be,  in 
the  event  of  witnesses  being  charged  with  perjury, 
and  in  the  event  of  the  consent  of  this  Council 
to  their  prosecution  being  asked,  to  invariably 
vote  for  that  consent  being  given.  But  upon  this 
occasion,  without  the  consent  of  the  Council  being 
asked  to  the  prosecution — without  eren  the  cog- 
nizance of  the  Council — a  suit  was  brought  and 
pursued  before  the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court 
with  a  view  to  the  commitment  of  the  defendant. 
Officers  of  this  Council  were  summoned  to  give 
evidence — even  to  produce  the  records  of  this 
Council  before  the  Resident  Magistrate ;  and  I 
myself,  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  was  sub- 
poenaed, and,  after  attending  Court  six  different 
times,  eventually  pleaded  my  privilege  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  and  was  relieved  from  giving 
evidence.  The  same  course  was  taken  by  officers 
of  the  Council;  and  consequently  the  case  was 
di-opped.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  you  will  see. 
Sir,  and  the  Council  will  see,  that  in  the  institu- 
tion of  this  case  without  the  consent  of  the 
Council  there  was  a  distinct  breach  of  our  privi- 
leges; and,  though  none  of  us  would  wish  to 
pursue  vindictively  those  who  have  been  guilty  of 
that  breach,  and  though  it  must  be  recognized 
that  the  breach  was  not  pressed  to  the  extreme, 
still,  this  being  the  first  case  of  the  sort,  we  are 
bound  to  take  some  action,  so  as  to  draw  public 
attention  to  the  fact  that  witnesses  who  come 
before  our  Select  Committees  are  privileged,  and 
that  the  Council  will  not  submit  to  the  infraction 
of  its  privileges  by  the  institution  of  such  suits  as 
this  with  impunity,  where  the  consent  of  the  Coun- 
cil has  not  been  obtained.  Of  course  the  easiest 
plan  for  me  to  pursue  would  be  to  move  that 
Paramena  te  Oneone,  and  possibly  his  legal 
adviser — for  I  see  that  in  most  cases  of  a  simiuur 
kind  before  the  House  of  Commons  both  have 
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been  censured  or  panished — ^be  summoned  to  this 
Oouncil;  but  I  am  hardlj  desirous  of  taking  any 
such  direct  steps.  I  would  rather,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Council,  more  that  the  consideration 
of  the  whole  question  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders,  or  else  to  a  Select 
Committee  consisting  of  the  gentlemen  who 
compose  the  Standing  Orders  Committee,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  to  take 
such  evidence  as  roaj  be  necessary,  and  to  report 
thereon  to  the  Council,  with  a  view  to  our  pro- 
ceeding  deliberately  in  the  proper  course.  I 
might  observe  that  the  legal  adnser  in  this  case 
was  a  eentleman  who  could  scarcely  be  ignorant 
of  parhamentary  pririlege,  inasmuch  as  he  waa 
only  lately  a  very  distinguished  member  of 
another  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and,  of  course, 
by  profession  a  lawyer.  Therefore  he  could 
scarcely  plead  ignorance  of  our  privileges  in 
advising  the  institution  of  these  procc^ings 
without  the  permission  of  the  Council.  Subject 
to  any  suggestion  which  may  be  made,  I  will 
move  the  motion  which  I  have  indicated. 

Motion  made,  and  questibn  proposed,  "  That  it 
be  an  instruction  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders  to  inquire  into  the  proceedings 
in  the  case  of  Paramena  te  Oneone  v.  Kin- 
ross, in  so  far  as  those  proceedings  involved  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Council,  and  to 
report  thereupon." — {Hon.  Mr,  Mantell.) 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Before  putting  this 
question  to  the  Council,  I  might  state  that  this 
matter  was  brought  under  my  cognizance  during 
the  recess,  as  Speaker.  I  had  to  reply  officially  to 
an  application  that  I  would  consent  to  the  at- 
tendance of  officers  of  the  Council,  and  my  opinion 
on  that  point  is  on  record.    But  I  take  the  op- 

Sortunitv  of  stating  that  I  believe  there  is  no 
oubt  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Council 
has  been  committed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  would 
like  to  ask  my  honorable  friend  Mr.  Mantell 
whether  we  are  to  understand  he  lays  it  down 
that,  although  a  witness  may  commit  perjury  in 
the  evidence  ho  gives  before  a  Committee  of 
this  Council,  he  is  privileged  from  the  punish- 
ment of  his  crime. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Simply  privileged 
to  this  extent :  He  is  not  amenable  to  punishment 
for  his  perjury  unless  the  consent  of  the  Council 
is  given  to  his  prosecution ;  which  permission 
would,  of  course,  readily  be  given.  The  honorable 
gentleman  will  find  five  cases  in  the  House  of 
Commons  bearing  out  that.  One  case  goes  so  far 
as  to  show  that,  although  it  was  evident  a  witness 
had  been  guilty,  the  House  of  Commons,  because 
proceedings  had  been  commenced  without  its 
consent,  absolutely  refused  to  allow  further  pro- 
ceedings to  be  taken. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  do  not 
desire  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case  just  now, 
although  I  believe  there  is  something  to  be  said 
on  the  other  side  j  but  I  think  we  are  indebted 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  for  bringing  this  sub- 
ject forward,  because,  if  this  privilege  should  be 
found  to  be  an  inconvenient  obstacle  in  the  way 
pf  justice— or  if,  in  point  of  fact,  it  affords  £MdU- 
Son.  Mr.  Mantell 


ties  for  the  committal  of  perjury  in  our  Com- 
mittees— it  is  manifest  there  ought  to  be  some 
alteration  in  the  law,  so  as  to  place  any  persons 
giving  evidence  before  our  Committees  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  position  as  they  would  occupy  if 
giving  evidence  before  the  ordinary  Courts  of 
law. 

An  Hon.  Mekbsb.— ^  they  are. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE. -Yes ;  but 
there  are  obstacles  in  the  way  of  their  being 
brought  to  justice.  For  nine  months  in  the  year 
it  is  impossible  to  institute  proceedings  where 
perjury  has  been  committed,  and  clearly  it  would 
be  just  as  impossible  during  that  i^ine  months  to 
prevent  a  person  suspected  of  peijury  from  lear- 
mg  the  colony  and  escaping  from  justice  alto- 
gether. The  necessity  for  the  protection  of 
persons  in  England  when  that  precedent  was  laid 
down  happily  no  longer  exists,  and  therefore  it 
cannot  be  a  right  thmg  for  this  Legislature  to 
keep  up  a  mere  form,  when  the  result  is  that  it 
afPords  persons  freedom  from  the  consequences  of 
their  perjury. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  am  unwilling  to 
allow  this  matter  to  pass  without  making  a  brief 
remark  upon  the  comments  which  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary  has  made  upon  the  subject. 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  admit  that  any  circum- 
stances of  privato  convenience  can  be  of  such  im- 
portance as  to  induce  either  this  Council  or  tho 
public  in  general  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that  it 
would  be  advisable  that  a  law  should  be  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  setting  aside  any  of  the 
privileges  we  have  left.  The  privileges  enjoyed 
by  Parliament,  of  whatever  character,  are  so 
sacred  that  I  regret  hearing  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  suggest  legislation  for  setting  them 
aside.  The  truth  of  tUs  matter  is  easily  arrived  at. 
In  the  first  place  the  committal  of  peijury  under 
any  circumstances  is  an  occurrence  which  is  rarely 
contemplated ;  therefore,  to  contemplate  excep- 
tional legislation  to  cover  such  occasional  cases  as 
may  occur  would  be  a  mistake.  The  only  allega- 
tion that  can  be  brought  forward  is  that  witnestes 
who  commit  perjury  may  escape.  In  the  first 
place  it  is  unlikely  that  witnesses  will  perjure  them- 
selves, because  evidence  given  before  this  Council's 
Committees  is  given  impartially,  and  is  given  by 
persons  disinterestedly.  And  why  ?  Because 
the  character  of  the  inquiry  and  the  cross-exami- 
nations carried  on  by  Select  Committees  are  of 
that  kind  that  witnesses  are  scarcely  ever  inclined 
to  nail  themselves  down  to  any  particular  evidence 
which  cannot  on  cross-examination  be  fairly  bub- 
tained.  But  the  great  point  is  this  :  Perjury  in 
evidence  before  Committees  is  an  offence  of  ex- 
tremely rare  occurrence. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  does 
not  the  resolution,  as  it  now  reads,  bee  the  whole ' 
question,  inasmuch  as  it  declares  that  the  proceed- 
ings which  have  been  taken  are  in  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Council  ?  I  am  not  aware  that 
there  is  any  privilege  of  this  or  any  other  Assem* 
bly  which  would  protect  a  person  from  punishment 
the  necessary  result  of  an  offence.  That  is  the 
only  point  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  attention — 
whether  any  person  who  has  committed  the 
offence  of  p^uiy,  which  is  only  a  misdemeaDour, 
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ctn  be  protected  from  punishment  bj  the  priTi- 
leges  of  this  House. 

Hie  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  think,  Sir,  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  would  hare  perceiyed, 
had  he  devoted  the  same  attention  to  May  as  this 
case  led  roe  to  do,  that  there  is  no  neoeisary 
immunity  for  a  person  during  the  recess,  because 
certain  powers  are  rested  in  the  Speaker ;  and,  if 
his  powers  are  defective  in  regard  to  such  a  matter 
as  this,  I  should  then  suggest  that  they  be  ex- 
tended so  as  to  empower  the  Speaker,  during  the 
recess,  to  act  for  the  Council  in  giving  permissions 
ibr  prosecutions.  But  I  think  it  will  be  found 
that  sufficient  power  already  vests  in  the  Speaker 
to  meet  the  difficulty  suggested.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley  seemed  to  be  under  some  misunderstand- 
ing as  to  what  I  said.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
desire  to  protect  any  witness  in  the  committal 
of  perjury.  In  fact,  in  this  very  case,  which  mis- 
carried from  the  want  of  my  evidence  and  that  of 
the  officers  of  the  CouncU,  I  felt  disposed  to 
regret  that  I  did  not  feel  it  within  my  duty  to 
this  Council  to  take  upon  myself  to  give  evidence, 
because  the  point  at  issue  had  been  fixed  upon  my 
memory  by  certain  little  circumstances  which  I 
will  not  refer  to  now.  I  have  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  the  matter  will  come  up  for  discussion 
when  the  Committee  brings  up  the  report,  and 
probably  I  shall  then  have  something  more  to 
say.  Our  privileges  are  not  intended  to  protect 
witnesses  from  the  consequences  of  giving  false 
evidence  before  Committees.  I  might  mention 
to  the  Council,  because  it  may  have  escaped  the 
memory  of  honorable  members,  that  at  the  last 
sitting  of  this  Council  petitions  were  presented 
by  the  prosecutor  in  this  case,  asking  for  leave  to 
prosecute.  Therefore  I  thought  it  was  proper  to 
lose  no  time  in  bringing  these  proceedings  under 
the  notice  of  the  Council,  so  as  to  smooth  the 
way  for  the  impartial  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tions which  have  been  presented.  The  com- 
plainant, being  a  Maori,  can  only  be  supposed  to 
have  been  very  ill  advised  by  nis  lawyer;  but 
the  period  which  has  been  allowed  to  elapse 
between  the  committal  of  the  supposed  offence 
and  the  prosecution — seven  or  weight  years  — 
certainly  afforded  time  for  the  prosecutor  or  his 
adviser  to  have  discovered  what  the  privileges  of 
the  Council  were,  so  that  he  should  not  have 
interfered  with  our  privileges  by  proceeding  to 
institute  a  charge  before  the  leave  of  the  Council 
was  obtained. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ADDRESS  IN  BEPLY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD.— Sir,  I  rise  with  con- 
liderable  diffidence  upon  this  occasion  to  move  a 
Beply  to  His  Excellency's  opening  Speech.  And 
I  do  so  with  a  consciousness  of  the  immense 
importance  of  the  matters  dealt  with  in  that 
Speech,  and  also  a  deep  consciousness  of  my  own 
unfitness  to  deal  with  them  in  a  proper  manner. 
But  I  feel  sure  that  I  shall  have  the  indulgence 
of  this  Council  for  a  short  time  while  I  make  a 
few  remarks  in  reference  thereto,  and  I  feel  that 
any  shortcomings  on  my  part  will  be  looked  on 
with  very  gracious  eyes.  The  Council  will  doubt- 
lest  heartily  concur  in  the  vrish  expressed  in 


the  opening  paragraph  of  His  Excellency's  Speech, 
that  the  present  Parliament  may  be  distinguished 
by  the  enactment  of  such  measures  as  shall  be 
conducive  towards  promoting  the  happiness  and 
welfare  of  the  people  of  New  25ealand.  I  am  sure 
we  shall  all  heartily  concur  in  that  wish,  and  I 
trust  that  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of 
this  Parliament  it  will  be  found  that  the  laws 
have  been  so  amended  as  to  make  them  meet 
the  general  wish  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
from  end  to  end.  Every  honorable  member  of 
this  Council  will  learn  with  great  pleasure  that 
the  commercial  gloom  and  severe  monetary  pres- 
sure which  have  for  some  time  past  been  prevalent 
throughout  the  world,  including  New  Zealand, 
have  been  clearing  off*.  It  is  very  gratifying  indeed 
to  learn  from  such  high  authority  that  that  gloom 
is  now  passing  away,  and  that  New  Zealand  at 
least  is  thoroughly  sound.  A  severe  strain  un- 
doubtedly has  been  felt  all  over  the  country,  and  it 
is  highly  pleasing  to  learn  that  so  few  evil  effects 
have  resulted  from  it.  I  think  it  may  encourage 
us  to  believe  that  a  return  to  that  prosperity  which 
we  have  hitherto  enjoyed  will  occur  at  no  very 
distant  period.  His  Excellency  informs  us  that 
proposals  will  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  for 
amending  the  electoral  laws  so  as  to  bring  about 
a  better  representation  of  the  people  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  This  Bill,  we  are  told,  goes 
upon  the  broad  principle  that  every  man  who  pays 
taxes,  or  is  otherwise  affected  by  legislation,  has  a 
right  to  representation.  That  is  a  subject  which 
has  occupied  the  time  and  minds  of  thinking  men 
for  many  years  past.  Many  of  the  deerpest 
thinkers  of  the  age  have  formed  that  opinion ; 
while  others,  who  have  devoted  much  time  and 
thought  to  the  matter,  have  arrived  at  very  oppo- 
site views.  I  think  it  would  not  be  in  good  taste 
if  I  were  to  occupy  your  time  by  giving  my  own 
views  on  the  matter  at  the  present  moment.  It  is 
one  of  those  questions  that  will  come  before  us 
during  the  session.  I  may  possibly  have  some 
remarks  to  make  then,  but  I  certainly  shall  not 
detain  the  Council  by  going  into  the  matter 
at  the  present  moment.  Another  part  of  His 
Excellency's  Speech  informs  us  that  a  Bill  will  be 
laid  before  us  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
time  for  which  any  Parliament  shall  sit,  from 
five  to  three  years.  I  have  always  been  favour- 
able— at  least,  for  some  years — to  a  change  in  this 
direction.  Whether  tne  term  should  be  two, 
three,  four,  or  five  years,  there  are  great  differences 
of  opinion  ;  but  I  do  think  myself  that  five  years 
is  too  long  in  this  colony — whatever  it  may  be  m 
an  old-settled  country — where  changes  occur  so 
very  rapidly  and  frequently.  I  think  that  a 
shorter  period  would  be  far  preferable.  I  think, 
if  this  system  were  adopted  of  a  Parliament  only 
sitting  for  three  years,  it  would  tend  to  do  away 
— at  least,  very  materially  to  do  away — vritli  that 
objection,  that  cry  that  is  frequently  raised,  that 
the  Parliament,  or  the  representatives,  do  not 
truly  represent  the  people.  If  the  representatives 
can  be  brought  face  to  face  with  their  constituents 
more  frequently,  a  better  understanding  will  cer- 
tainly exist  between  them.  If  it  were  found, 
when  a  good  imderstanding  did  exist,  that  their 
representatives  still  persisted  in  misrepresenting 
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them,  it  would  be  within  the  power  of  the  con- 
■tituents  to  change  them  for  persons  who  would 
more  truly  represent  their  Tiews.  For  that  and 
other  reaeons,  which  I  will  not  go  into  at  the 

5 resent  moment,  I  think  this  is  a  step  in  the  right 
ireotion.  His  Excellencj  is  also  pleased  to  in- 
form us  that  the  constituencies  will  be  so  ar- 
nnged  that,  in  so  far  as  practicable,  the  popu- 
lation in  each  electoral  district  will  be  fairly  re- 
presented, and  that  a  measure  for  this  purpose 
will  be  duly  laid  before  us.  Before  passing  on 
from  this  matter,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  will  not  detain  the  Council  at  any 
length,  but  more  particularly  I  would  wish  to  im- 
mess  upon  the  mind  of  the  representatire  of  the 
GoYomment  in  this  Ck>uncil  the  necessity  for  early 
steps  being  taken — if  they  have  not  been  taken 
already — for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  those  dnta 
which  will  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  prepare 
•uch  a  Bill,*and  lay  it  before  tliis  Council  in  8uch 
a  form  that  it  can  be  dealt  with,  and  as  it  must 
be  dealt  with,  before  it  can  pos-^ibly  take  efleot. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  plans  showing  the 
boundaries  of  the  proposed  electoral  districts,  and 
the  population  contained  within  such  districts. 
These  are  matters  that  will  necessarily  take 
a  Tery  considerable  time,  and  therefore  I  would 
Tenture  to  express  the  hope  that  the  neces* 
saiy  steps  have  been  already  taken.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Bill  has  yet  been  printed ; 
at  any  rate,  I  hate  not  seen  it.  I  suppose,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  some  considerable  distinction 
will  be  made  between  town  and  country  con- 
stituencies —  I  mean  as  to  the  number  that 
shall  have  a  right  to  a  representative  in  towns 
or  large  constituencies,  and  also  what  number 
would  be  considered  just  in  country  constituen- 
cies. I  think  it  will  be  admitted  on  all  sides 
that  there  should  be  a  considerable  difference ; 
but  I  am  not  going  to  suggest  any  number  which 
I  think  would  be  the  best  in  each  particular  case, 
or  what  should  be  the  proportion.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  be  told  by  His  Excellency  that  measures 
will  be  submitted  to  os  which  will  enable  those 
who  desire  to  occupy  small  farms  or  rural  allot- 
ments to  obtain  possession  of  lands  much  more 
readily,  and  at  a  smaller  cost,  than  they  can  be 
obtained  under  the  present  system.  I  trust  that 
well-devised  measures  for  this  purpose  will  be 
laid  before  us  at  no  distant  date.  It  is  a  matter 
which  I  have  considered  and  advocated  for  a 
number  of  years  past.  In  my  position  as  a 
representative  in  the  Provincial  Council  for 
several  years,  I  advocated  such  principles.  In 
my  position  as  a  member  in  another  place  I  have 
also  advocated  the  same  principles.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Waste  Lands  Board  I  have  carefully 
watched  their  operation  for  some  years  in  the 
southern  part  of  New  Zealand,  and  I  am 
thoroughly  convinced  —  and  the  more  I  have 
seen  the  more  convinced  am  I — that  they  are 
calculated  to  do  substantial  good  to  many  thou- 
sands of  people,  by  enabling  them  to  settle,  in 
the  very  best  manner,  many  lands  that  are  now 
comparatively  unproductive;  and  I  trust  the 
small-farms  system  will  be  still  further  extended 
in  such  a  way  as  to  be  a  substantial  benefit  to 
the  odony.  I  now  come  to  the  paragraph  in 
Eon,  Mr,  Wood 


which  His  Excellency  is  pleased  to  inform  ns 
that  a  measure  will  be  laid  before  Parliament  bj 
which  lands,  the  property  of  the  Natives,  not 
purchased  by  the  Government  for  the  public, 
will  henceforth  be  sold  in  small  blocks  in  tha 
open  market,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  with  the  proprietors. 

«My  Advisers  are  of  opinion  that  by  tha 
adoption  of  this  system  great  advantages  will  be 
secured  to  the  whole  European  population  of  New 
Zealand,  whilst  the  Natives  will  have  the  satia- 
faction  of  receiving  the  full  value  of  their  estate*, 
and  will  no  longer  be  subjected  to  those  impor- 
tunities and  temptations  to  induce  them  to  part 
with  their  lands  which  have  hitherto  proved  a 
fertile  source  of  misunderstanding  and  of  evil 
to  the  two  races." 

I  am  not  an  authority  on  Native  matters.  Tha 
eighteen  or  twenty  years  I  have  spent  in  Now 
Zealand  have  been  at  the  extreme  South,  and 
therefore,  beyond  what  I  have  read  in  the  news- 
papers, and  beyond  the  information  I  have 
gathered  as  a  member  of  another  branch  of  tha 
Legislature,  I  cannot  profess  to  any  special  know- 
ledge of  these  matters.  But  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  that  paragraph  seem  to  have  the  ele- 
ments of  fairness  in  them.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that,  if  that  method  is  adopted,  it  will  be 
calculated  to  remove  many  of  the  evils  that  are 
now  complained  of.  I  trust  that  the  experiment 
will  be  made,  and  that  it  will  prove  as  eatisfactorj 
as  we  eoidd  desire.  There  is  another  paragraph 
I  should  like  to  refer  to  before  I  sit  down,  we 
are  told  that  no  further  development  has  taken 
place  of  the  fanatical  movement  on  the  West 
Coast,  that  the  tribes  concerned  appear  to  be 
quietly  awaiting  the  action  of  the  Parliament  and 
of  the  ordinary  Courts  of  law,  and  that  steps  are 
being  taken  for  the  holding  of  a  full  inquiry  into 
the  existence  and  ext>ent  of  the  alleged  unfulfilled 
promises  in  regard  to  lands.  I  think  we  may 
congratulate  ourselves  that  steps  are  being  taken 
for  this  purpose.  I  trust  that  the  greatest  care 
has  been  exercised  in  the  selection  of  persons  to 
hold  the  inquiry  about  to  be  made.  I  trust  that  no 
loss  of  time  will  be  allowed  to  take  place.  I  trust 
that  it  will  be  a  full  and  impartial  inquiry ;  and,  if 
it  should  be  found  that  a  wrong  has  been  done,  I 
trust  that  that  wrong  will  be  at  once  removed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  give  satisfaction,  and  do  ample 
justice  to  the  Native  persons  concerned,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  confer  honor  on  the  Govern- 
ment. I  do  not  think  I  should  be  justified  in 
occupying  the  time  of  the  Council  at  any  greater 
length ;  therefore  I  shall  conclude  by  moving 
that  the  Beply  to  His  Excellency's  opening 
Speech  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MARTIN— .Sir,  my  honorable 
friend  has  made  a  very  long  statement,  and  if  I 
said  a  great  deal  more  I  could  not  improve  upon 
it.  Therefore  I  will  second  the  Address  in  reply 
to  the  Speech  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'That 
the  following   Address  in   reply  to  His  Excel- 
lency's opening  Speech  be  agreed  to :  — 
"Mat  it  plbasb  tofb  Exobllbnot, — 

"  We,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjectt, 
the  Legislative  Council  of  New  Zealand,  desira 
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to  retum  our  thanks  to  your  ExoelleiUT  for  the 
Speech  with  wliich  joq  hare  been  pleased  to 
open  the  present  seeeion  of  Parliament. 

*'  We  cordially  concar  with  jour  Excellency  in 
the  earnest  hope  that  this  Parliament  may  be 
distingaiahed  by  the  enactment  of  tooh  measuraa 
as  shall  be  most  condooiTe  towards  promoting 
the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the  people  of  this 
colony. 

"We  are  gratified  to  leam  from  your  Excel- 
lency that,  notwithstanding  the  seTcre  monetary 
pressare  and  commercial  gloom  which  ha?e  for 
some  time  past  prevailed  Uiroughoat  the  colony, 
your  Excellency  has  reason  to  beliere  that  the 
position  of  this  colony  is  thoroughly  soand. 

"  We  thank  yoar  Excellency  for  informing  ns 
that  measures  will  be  brought  before  us  for 
amending  the  electoral  laws,  and  for  amending 
the  laws  for  regulating  the  purchase  of  lands 
from  the  Natives,  and  also  a  Bill  for  regulating 
the  immigration  of  Chinese  into  the  colony  ;  and 
we  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  these 
measures,  and  all  other  measures  that  may  be 
brought  before  us,  shall  receire  our  best  and 
most  careful  consideration. 

"  We  are  glad  to  leam  from  your  Excellency 
that  the  state  of  NatiTc  affairs  on  the  West 
Coast  has  assumed  no  more  serious  derelopment ; 
and  we  leam  with  satisfaction  that  steps  are 
being  taken  to  Tindicate  the  law  where  it  has 
been  riolated. 

"Your  Excellency  may  rely  that  we  will  be- 
stow our  best  exertions  in  promoting  the  interests 
of  f  ho  colony  and  the  welfare  of  the  people." — 
(Hon.  Mr,  Wood.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATSBHOUSE.— Sir,  I  do 
not  feel  disposed  to  allow  the  Address  in  Reply 
to   pass  as  a  mere  matter  of  course.    I  think 
there  is  an  advantage  frequently  arising  from  a 
debate   upon  occasions  of  this  sort;  and  con- 
sequently  I  purpose   availing  myself  of    what 
is  the  undoubted  priyileffe  of  each  member  of 
this   Council  —  namely,  that  of   expressing  his 
•entiments  with  reference  to  the  motion  now 
under  consideration.     I  may  say  that  I  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  a  good  deal  of 
pleasure  to  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wood, 
imd  I  felt  rejoiced  to  find  that  the  Gbremment 
had  succeeded  in  finding  some  honorable  member 
oordially  supporting  their  views,  and  baring  a 
thorough  belief  in  the  genuineness  of  their  pro- 
feasionB.    If  any  strauMr  to  New  Zealand  politics 
took  up  the  Speech  of  His  Excellenoy  on  opening 
Parliament,  he  could  not  SToid  arriTing  at  the 
coocluaion — a  conclusion  altogether  unwarranted 
by  facts — that  the  late  appeid  to  the  oonstituen- 
oies  bad  been  upon  subjects  connected  with  a 
broad  policy,  and  did  not,  as  undoubtedly  was 
the  fact,  arise  from  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis* 
lature  having,  in  the  strongest  terms,  condemned 
tho   maladministration  of    the    Ministry.      The 
appeal  was  not,  as  one  would  infer  from  the 
Speech,  upon  broad  principles  of  policy,  but  it 
was  an  appeal  from  a  competent  tribunal,  who 
knew  the  proceedings  of  GK>verament,  and  were 
in  a  position  to  give  a  reliable  opinion  upon  its 
oompetency — it  was  an  appeal  from  that  tribunal 
to  a  iribimal  not  «o  acquainted  with  the  oir- 


eumstanoes,  and  which  consequently  was  not  to 
competent  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  matter  at 
issue  as  the  Legislature  of  this  colony.  It  is 
true  that  during  the  course  of  those  elections 
there  were  contmually  brought  forward  profes* 
sions  of  wliat  were  called  great  liberal  principles  i 
but  those  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  were  aware  that  these 
professions  of  liberal  policy  were  not  brought 
forward  in  consequence  of^^an  adverse  opinion 
expressed  in  reference  to  them  by  the  late  Par* 
liament,  but  merely  as  a  blind  to  dirert  the 
attention  of  the  public  from  the  ousstion  at  issue, 
which  was  the  competence  of  the  Qorerament, 
and  to  raise  a  false  issue.  If  there  ever  was  a 
case  in  which  the  term  **  an  organised  hypoori^  " 
could  be  applied  to  a  political  party,  it  was  in 
reference  to  the  action  of  the  Gorerament  in 
going  forth  to  the  public  in  these  late  elections 
upon  a  cry  of  political  principles,  when  the  quet* 
tion  at  stake  was  solely  and  entirely  their  own 
competency  or  incompetency  to  manage  the  busi* 
ness  of  the  country.  The  Speech  of  his  Excel- 
lency refers  to  the  present  session  as  likely  to  be 
ono~  if  the  proposed  legislation  is  adopted — that 
will  be  memorable  in  we  annals  of  the  colony. 
Whether  this  will  be  so  or  not  I  cannot  say 
— time  only  will  show — but  this  I  can  say,  that 
at  any  rate  the  late  elections  will  be  memoraUe 
in  the  annals  of  the  colony.  They  will  be 
memorable  on  account  of  the  issues  at  stake, 
which  were,  broadly  stated,  whether  the  country 
should  be  under  personal  rule,  or  whether  the 
country  should  henceforth  be  under  constitutional 
government.  That  was  the  broad  issue,  I  say. 
They  will  be  memorable,  likewise,  on  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  those  elections  were  eon* 
ducted ;  and  if  the  colony  does  not  lay  to  heart 
the  lessons  to  be  learned  from  the  late  elections— 
if  it  does  not  by  its  action  condemn  those  mea- 
sures, and  does  not  take  steps  to  prerent  the 
recurrence  of  such  measures  in  the  future,  the 
late  elections  will  be  memorable  as  the  first  step 
to  the  downfall  of  liberal  institutions  in  the 
colony ;  because,  if  elections  are  to  be  conducted 
in  the  future  as  they  hare  recently  been  con- 
ducted, one  thing  is  certain— that  our  institutions 
will  cease  to  have  the  respect  of  the  inhabit  ants, 
their  power  for  good  will  thereby  be  aff'ected, 
and  we  shall  gradually  sink  lower  and  lower 
until  we  assume  a  position  no  higher  than  that 
of  the  Spanish  States  in  South  America.  The 
late  elections  hare,  as  we  all  know,  been  Tery 
closely  contested  ;  but,  from  the  first,  it  has  ap- 
peared to  those  who  disinterestedly  watched  the 
campaign  that  the  combatants  were  altogether 
unmatched.  On  one  side  we  saw  the  QoTcm- 
ment,  armed  with  the  power  of  the  purse,  having 
at  its  command  a  treasury,  possessing  command 
over  steamers  placed  at  its  disposal,  capable  of 
influenoinff  the  Press  by  the  advertisements 
with  which  it  had  the  power  of  fayouring  those 
papers  that  supported  its  views ;  having  at  its 
command  the  Telegraph  Department,  the  Native 
Department,  the  Armed  Constabulary  Depart- 
ment ;  and  having  further  at  its  command  the 
power  of  recommending  gentlemen  to  His  Excel- 
lenoy for  seats  in  this  CounoiL  We  have  se«n»  on 
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the  one  side,  the  Goyernment  armed  with  all  these 
powers,  and  prepared  to  use  them  to  the  fullest 
extent.  We  have  seen,  on  the  other  side,  the 
party  in  opposition  to  them  deprived  of  those 
advantages,  and  labouring  under  the  still  further 
disadyantage  of  having  a  spark  of  conscience 
not  altogether  extinct,  and  of  still  possessing 
some  regard  for  constitutional  rule.  These 
things  were  disadvantages,  as  compared  with 
advantages  possessed  bj  the  Government,  which 
from  the  first  rendered  the  combatants  unequally 
matched,  and  which  undoubtedly  had  a  great 
influence  upon  the  elections.  The  course  adopted 
by  the  Government  in  the  recent  elections  is  a 
course  unparalleled  in  the  historj  of  this  colon j 
— unparalleled  in  the  practice  of  the  mother- 
country — unparalleled  and  unprecedented  in  the 
practice  of  any  constitutional  country,  with  the 
exception,  probably,  of  the  neighbouring  colony 
of  Victoria  —  one  whose  constitutional  history 
should  serve,  in  my  opinion,  as  a  warning  rather 
than  an  example  to  this  colony.  I  refer  to  the 
course  of  the  Ministry  in  stumping  the  country, 
with  a  view  not  only  of  forwarding  their  own 
interests,  but  likewise  of  damaging  the  interests 
of  their  opponents,  and  to  get  returned  in  their 
favour  members  pledged  so  thickly  to  themselves 
as  to  oease  to  be  independent  members  of  the 
Legislature.  *  This  action  of  the  Government  in 
stumping  the  country  in  this  way  I  condemn  in 
the  strongest  terms,  as  being  not  only  objection- 
able in  itself,  but  thoroughly  unconstitutional. 
The  Qt)vernment,  in  their  action,  have  not  only 
availed  themselves  of  their  powers  of  suasion  to  in- 
fluence the  elections ;  but  they  have,  in  the  most 
flagrant  manner,  used  the  powers  of  their  office  to 
influence  the  constituencies,  and  to  influence  the 
future  constitution  of  Parliament.  When  the 
Hon.  the  Premier  sent  that  telegram  to  the  West 
Coast  on  the  eve  of  an  election,  promising  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  locality  a  railway  condemned 
by  the  officers  of  the  Government,  and  which 
would  involve  the  country  in  an  expenditure  of 
over  one  million  and  a  quarter  sterling 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Two  millions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— My  honor- 
able friend  says  two  millions.  Was  the  Premier, 
in  promising  that  railway,  not  using  the  powers 
of  his  office  with  a  view  of  influencing  the  elec- 
tions of  this  country  ?  When  on  the  eve  of  the 
election  he  placed  himself  in  communication  with 
the  Chairman  of  the  County  Council  of  the 
Thames,  where  he  was  about  to  stand  as  a  can- 
didate, and  sent  that  gentleman  back  with 
£11,000  in  his  pocket,  as  what  he  was  pleased 
to  call  the  money  given  to  him  in  fulfilment  of 
unfulfilled  promises — £11,000  given  at  a  time 
when  the  Treasury  notoriously  did  not  possess 
funds  at  its  disposal  to  enable  it  to  pay,  as  they 
fell  due,  the  current  liabilities — was  he  not  then 
using  the  powers  of  his  office  to  control  the  elec- 
tions ?  The  Government  went  further.  When, 
after  a  vote  of  this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  con- 
demning a  certain  railway  as  opposed  to  both  the 
letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  after  the  act  ion 
of  the  Government  had  been  condemned  in  one  of 
the  charges  against  them  by  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature — ^when  in  the  face  of  these  facts 
JZbfi.  Mr,  JFaterhouie 


the  Gt)vemment  upon  the  eve  of  the  elections 
entered  into  two  fresh  contracts  for  two  fresh  sec* 
tions  of  that  railway,  were  not  the  Government 
exercising  the  powers  of  their  oBce  with  the  view 
of  influencing  the  elections  ?  When  the  Govern- 
ment took  at  their  own  disposal  the  service  of 
the  two  steamers  belonging  to  the  country — the 
"  Hinemoa"  and  the  "  Stella  " — when  one  went 
north  and  the  other  south  in  order  that  facili- 
ties  might  be  given  to  Ministers  for  creating  an 
agitation  throughout  the  country  —  when  they 
availed  themselves  of  the  services  of  these  vesseU 
— services  which  were  to  be  paid  for  at  the 
cost  of  the  country  —  again  I  ask,  were  they 
not  avaiUng  themselves  of  the  powers  of  their 
office  to  control  in  an  improper  manner  the  elec- 
tions of  the  country?  When  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  at  a  time  when  there  were 
not  in  the  Treasury  sufficient  funds  to  pay  with 
regularity  the  claims  falling  due,  and  when  the 
Govomment  were  obliged  to  postpone  payment 
of  claims  due  to  their  creditors — when,  accom- 
panied by  the  Native  Minister,  he  hurried,  on 
the  eve  of  an  election,  to  Napier,  ostensibly  to 
drive  the  first  pile  of  a  bridge,  but  really  to  create 
an  opposition  to  the  candidates  who  were  then  in 
the  field  as  against  the  Government — I  ask,  were 
not  he  and  bis  colleague  availing  themselves  of  the 
powers  of  their  office  to  influence  the  elections 
there  ?  And  I  will  ask  the  same  question  with 
reference  to  a  telegram  that  has  created  some 
sensation  throughout  the  country.  When  the 
Colonial  Secretary  encouraged  the  opponent  of  a 
former  sitting  member  for  one  of  the  constituen- 
cies, and  when  he  promised  him  that  even  in  case 
of  defeat  his  interests  should  be  regarded — and  we 
know  that  the  promise  was  a  seat  in  this  Council 
— when  in  this  way,  by  holding  out  a  promise  of 
a  seat  in  this  Council,  he  endeavoured  to  influence 
the  constituencies  in  the  choice  of  a  repre- 
sentative, was  he  not  using  the  powers  of  his 
office  improperly  to  influence  the  elections  of 
the  country  r  One  might  easily  swell  the  indict- 
ment against  Ministers,  but  I  will  refer  only  to 
one  other  point.  That  is  in  connection  with  th# 
Native  Minister.  When  he,  at  an  expense  from 
which  many  princes  would  have  shrunk,  for  the 
purpose  of  starting  an  opposition  to  a  member  for 
another  district,  rushed  through  from  Tauranga 
to  Clive  by  special  coach,  was  he  not  then  using 
the  powers  of  his  office  in  order  to  iofluenoe  an 
election  in  an  improper  manner  ?  No  person  can 
have  made  himself  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances to  which  I  have  referred  without  feeling 
that  in  these  matters  the  Ministry  haye,  in  a 
most  flagrant  manner — and  I  might  add,  if  the 
term  were  not  unparliamentary,  in  the  most 
unscrupulous  manner — endeavoured  to  influence 
the  elections.  I  ask  whether  such  conduct  is  not 
calculated  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  independence  of 
the  Legislature — whether  such  conduct  should  be 
allowed  to  pass  without  being  condemned  in  the 
strongest  terms  possible.  Nearly  a  hundred  years 
ago  somewhat  similar  conduct  was  adopted  by  the 
Ministry  then  in  power  in  England ;  and  the 
action  taken  by  that  Ministry  called  forth  a  re- 
solution, which  was  passed  by  the  Legislature, 
and  which  is  so  strikingly  applicable  to  the  pro- 
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eeedinfs  of  the  Ministry  in  this  colony  lately 
that,  although  it  has  appeared  in  print  elsewhere, 
I  wul  not  hesitate  to  read  it  to  the  Council.  The 
resolution  is  as  follows : — 

**  That  it  is  highly  criminal  in  any  Minister  or 
Ministers,  or  other  serrants  under  the  Crown, 
directly  or  indirectly  to  use  the  powers  of  office 
in  the  election  of  represeutatiTcs  to  serre  in  Par- 
liament ;  and  an  attempt  at  such  influence  will  at 
all  times  be  resisted  by  this  House,  as  aimed  at 
its  honor,  dignity,  and  independence,  as  an  in- 
fringement of  the  dearest  right  of  eyery  subject 
throughout  the  empire,  and  as  tending  to  sap 
the  basis  of  its  Constitution." 

The  action  taken  by  this  Ministry  in  the  cases 
to  which  I  have  referred  is  action  that  ought 
to  be  resisted  by  Parliament.  It  is  action  which 
is  calculated  to  injure  the  honor,  the  dignity, 
and  the  independence  of  Parliament.  They 
haye  infringed  the  dearest  right  of  every  subject 
throughout  the  country,  and  have  endearoured, 
to  the  best  of  their  ability,  to  deal  a  deadly  blow 
at  the  basis  of  the  Constitution  of  the  country. 
We  are,  unfortunately,  not  in  a  position  to  effi- 
ciently punish  the  Goyemment  for  its  action, 
which  deserres  to  hare  applied  to  it  the  term 
"  highly  criminal,"  as  it  is  apphed  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons  which  I  haye  just 
read.  There  can  be  no  doubt  about  it  —  their 
action  has  been  highly  criminal;  and,  though 
there  may  be  no  law  enabling  us  to  deal  with 
loch  conduct  as  it  deseryes,  still  I  think  it  will 
haye  the  effect  of  eliciting  condemnation  in  the 
strongest  terms  from  eyery  well-thinking  loyer 
of  his  country.  We  haye,  it  is  true,  no  means  of 
punishing  such  proceedings  here,  but,  neyerthe- 
less,  there  are  constitutional  countries  where  such 
conduct  would  be  dealt  with  in  a  more  decided 
manner  than  we  are  able  to  deal  with  it.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  does  not  altogether  approye  of 
the  references  that  I  make  from  time  to  time  to 
the  experience  of  English-speaking  communities 
like  ours  in  America,  but  I  will  not  thereby  be 
deterred  from  again  making  reference  thereto. 
There  is  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Stat«  of  Cali- 
fornia a  distinct  proyision  framed  with  the  yiew 
of  meeting  crimes  of  the  character  to  which  I 
hsye  refeired  ;  and  it  declares  that  if  any  person 
endeayour  to  influence  the  Legislature  by  pro- 
mises of  office,  by  promises  of  reward,  or  by 
threats  and  intimidation,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
•uiishment  for  felony — liable  to  imprisonment 
for  two  years  with  hard  labour.  The  conduct  of 
Ministers,  to  which  I  hare  referred,  is  conduct 
coming  within  that  law ;  and  happy  it  is  indeed 
for  the  members  of  the  Gbyemment  —  for  the 
Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Premier — ^that  they 
Ure,  not  in  the  State  of  California,  but  in  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand.  I  cannot  but  think 
that  when  the  honorable  gentlemen,  in  a  moment 
of  piety,  thank  Diyine  Providence  for  mercies 
received,  they  will  include  within  these  mercies 
the  privilege  of  not  baring  been  bom  in  a  State 
hke  that.  There  are  just  one  or  two  matters  in 
the  Speech  to  which  I  will  refer.  I  cannot  take 
the  same  view  of  the  flnancial  condition  of  the 
country  that  has  been  taken  by  my  honorable 
friend  Mr.  Wood.    I  cannot  think  that  th«  poti- 


fc 


tion  is  thoroughly  sound,  merely  because  Ministers 
have  stated  so.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  give  an 
opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  this  colony  when 
we  cease  borrowing.  So  long  as  we  are  borrowing 
as  we  are,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  say  what  is 
the  position  of  the  colony.  We  are  at  the  present 
time  spending  £3,000,000  of  borrowed  money  every 
year.  That  is  equal  to  the  introduction  into  QmtX 
Britain  of  £200,000,000  a  year.  If  such  a  sum 
were  annually  introduced  into  G-reat  Britain,  what 
would  be  the  result  ?  What  inflation,  what  ap- 
parent prosperity  !  Yet  that  is  our  position  at  the 
present  time ;  and  while  this  expenditure  is  going 
on,  while  we  are  introducing  borrowed  money  to 
the  extent  we  are,  it  is  premature  to  state  that 
our  condition  is  sound.  When  we  shall  have 
contracted  our  borrowing  we  shall  be  in  a  better 
position  to  judge  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
colony.  With  regard  to  these  three  great  liberal 
measures  which  are  being  displayed  before  the 
eyes  of  the  eager  public  with  such  loud  preten- 
sions, we  are  told  that  if  these  were  adopted 
**  the  power  of  legislation  would  then  largely  rest 
in  the  hands  of  the  people."  What  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  phrase  ?  At  the  present  time,  does 
not  that  power  rest  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
people?  We  have  no  governing  class  in  this 
community.  If  we  have  a  governing  class  at  all, 
it  is  a  very  small  one — it  is,  in  fact,  the  Premier 
himself,  who  wishes  to  fforem  the  country  as  he 
pleases :  but,  so  far  as  legislation  is  concerned, 
the  choice  of  the  legislation  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand ;  and,  if  the 
constitutional  privileges  which  are  promised  in 
this  Speech  are  granted,  the  benefit  will  be  ex- 
ceedingly small.  There  are  already  something 
like  ninety  thousand  electors  out  of  less  than  hall 
a  million  people ;  and,  surely,  if  this  is  the  case, 
the  power  of  legislation  may  be  said  to  be  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  people.  It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  refer  to  these  three  points  of  the  great 
constitutional  charter  promised  in  the  Speech, 
further  than  to  say  this :  that  personally  I  attach 
comparatively  little  importance  to  them,  and  their 
only  importance  in  my  mind  arises  from  a  desire 
to  see  them  finally  and  effectually  settled.  J 
would  far  sooner  see  them  at  once  and  for  ever 
settled  than  that  the^  should  be  left  in  the  pre- 
sent state,  and  that  it  should  be  in  the  power  of 
stump  orators  to  go  round  the  country,  raising 
class  against  class  with  the  false  assertion  that 
one  class  is  more  privileged  than  another.  I 
listened  with  a  good  deal  of  astonishment  to  two 
or  three  paragraphs  referring  to  Native  affairs.  I 
must  say,  when  I  heard  them  I  oould  not  help 
thinking  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  power  of 
audacity  to  go  further  than  it  has  gone  in  this 
matter.    The  Speech  says, — 

"The  assurance  which  I  was  enabled  to  ^ve 
to  the  members  of  Parliament  at  the  openine 
of  the  last  session,  in  regard  to  the  peaceful  and 
loyal  action  of  the  Native  people  generally,  has 
been  borne  out  by  the  results." 

Why,  Sir, -what  has  been  done  ?  These  Native 
matters  have  been  simply  going  on  from  bad  to 
worse.  There  has  been  no  control  over  them  at 
alL  The  Natives  have  by  decrees  learned  alto* 
gether  to  ignore  our  Courts  of  law.    They  have 
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learned  to  take  matters  into  their  own  hands ;  and 
we  haye  looked  idly  on,  and,  in  fact,  we  have  had 
to  appeal  to  them  to  assist  ns  in  our  difficulties, 
and  hare  asked  their  unauthorized  Courts  to  come 
to  our  help.  When  we^  last  met  we  had  but  one 
Native  dimcultj— that  was  on  the  West  Coast. 
That  was  bad  enough,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
iajing  that  while  it  continues  there  can  be  no  per- 
manent peace  in  the  colonj.    The  Speech  sajs, — 

"  No  further  development  has  taken  place  of 
the  {anatical  moTcment  on  the  West  Coast,  and 
the  tribes  concerned  appear  to  be  quietly  awaiting 
the  action  of  the  Parliament  and  of  the  ordioarj 
Gk>nrts  of  law. 

"Steps  are  being  taken  for  the  holding  of  a 
full  inquirj  into  the  existence  and  extent  of  the 
alleged  unfulfilled  promises  in  regud  to  lands." 

Alleged  unfulfilled  promises !  As  if  there  were 
any  doubt  on  the  subject!  What  the  Natiyes 
ask — and  thej  ask  as  a  rteht — is,  not  that  the 
Gpremment  will  go  into  alleged  unfulfilled  pro- 
mises made  by  persons  of  whom  the  Government 
are  not  aware,  but  that  the  GoTernment  will 
make  inquiries  as  to  what  steps  have  been  taken 
to  fulfil  the  obligations  entered  into  by  the  Pro- 
clamation of  confiscation.  That  is  what  the 
Natives  want.  That  Proolamation  under  the 
hand  of  Sir  George  Grey  most  distinctly  reserved 
to  the  loyal  Natives  the  lands  they  held,  and  dis- 
tnaetly  declared  that  reserves  should  be  set  aside 
for  those  who  had  no  land.  This  has  never  been 
done;  and  these  are  the  promises  that  the  Natives 
wish  to  have  inquired  into — not  an  inquiry  as  to 
what  Sir  Donald  MoLean  or  any  one  else  pro- 
mised, but  the  obligations  undertaken  under  the 
hand  of  Sir  G^rge  Grey.  Until  this  is  done 
there  is  no  hope  that  Native  affairs  on  the  West 
Coast  will  become  peaceful.  That  nothing  has 
been  done  since  Parliament  last  met  is  in  itself 
disgraceful.  But,  while  our  diffii:ulties  on  the 
West  Coast  remain  as  embarrassing  as  ever,  we 
have  now  difficulties  in  many  other  directions. 
Events  move  on  so  rapidly  that  we  are  apt  to 
forget  the  progress  even  of  current  history  ;  amd 
it  is  well  sometimes  to  have  matters  recalled  to 
our  attention  in  order  that  the  leading  features 
may  not  be  lost  sight  of.  Now,  there  is  the 
shooting  of  the  surveyors  at  Te  Aroha.  We  are 
in  a  position  to  form  some  judgment  upon  that 
subject.  It  appears  that  the  Government  had 
bought  the  interest  or  rights  of  certain  Natires 
in  some  land  before  there  had  been  sufficient 
inquiry  into  the  ownership  of  the  land.  Never- 
theless they  ordered  the  surveyors  to  survey  the 
land.  There  were  contending  claimants,  and  the 
land  had  never  been  passed  through  the  Court. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.— I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  wrong.  The  hmd  had 
been  passed  through  the  Court. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.— The  honor- 
able gentleman  cannot  be  aware  of  the  circum- 
stances. The  land  had  not  been  passed  through 
the  Court,  and  these  claimants  proceeded  to  stop 
the  survey,  and  undoubtedly  tried  tcrtake  the  life 
of  one  of  the  survey  party.  Immediately  the 
news  of  this  occurrence  reached  Auckland  the 
Native  Minister  proceeded  to  the  locality.  He 
at  once  told  us,  in  language  to  which  we  are 
Son.  Mr.  Wai$rk<ni9€ 


somewhat  accustomed,  that  there  was  no  political 
significance  in  the  matter,  but  at  the  same  time 
he  showed  it  was  his  intention  to  make  political 
capital  out  of  it,  and  he  added  he  would  avail 
himself  of  the  opportunity  of  demanding  from 
the  Natives  the  risht  to  make  telegraphs,  rail- 
ways, and  roads  through  the  land.  Although 
there  was  no  political  significance  in  it,  he  would 
avail,  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  punishing  the 
innocent  for  the  fi;uilty.  On  arriving  at  the 
Thames  he  ordered  a  detachment  of  police  to 
proceed  to  the  apprehension  of  the  ofienders. 
They  had  not  proceeded  far  when  they  found 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  go  further,  and  thej 
decided  under  Uie  circumstances  that  it  was 
desirable  to  retire  to  Grahamstown.  The  Native 
Minister  seems  to  have  been  somewhat  taken 
aback  by  this  occurrence;  but  he  spoke  no  leas 
vigorously.  He  intimated  that,  in  oonsequence  of 
the  fi>Deh  aspect  of  affairs,  it  might  be  necessary  to 
confiscate  this  land.  The  Government  possessed 
no  power  to  confiscate  an  acre,  yet  the  distinct 
statement  was  made  and  telegraphed  throughout 
the  colony  that  the  Native  Minister  oonteroc^ted 
having  recourse  to  this  extreme  and  illegal  mea- 
sure.  However,  he  proceeded  no  further.  He 
seems  to  have  been  daunted  by  the  opposition 
this  step  was  likely  to  arouse,  and  he  contented 
himself  with  enrolling  and  placing  upon  daily 
pay  a  number  of  the  independent  electors  of  the 
Thames,  whose  suffrages  he  was  about  to  seek ;  and 
these  men  he  kept  at  the  Thames.  It  was  found 
that  they  bad  little  experience,  that  in  fact  thej 
could  not  load  their  muskets,  and  that  it  would 
be  rather  dangerous  to  send  them  out  against 
men  who  were  at  least  able  to  handle  muskets 
with  considerable  advantage.  They  were  there- 
fore detained  at  the  Thames  on  daily  pay,  and 
there  they  still  are  on  daily  pay.  If  their  services 
are  not  required  to  put  down  the  Maoris,  thej 
will  at  any  rate  be  available  for  the  election 
shortly  to  take  place.  The  next  step  taken  by 
the  Native  Minister  was  to  call  together  a  tri- 
bunal altogether  unknown  to  the  law,  and  to 
place  the  OMtter  in  the  hands  of  this  body.  The 
Native  chiefs  were  summoned,  and  they  were 
constituted  a  Court  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  Even  Government  officers 
attended  and  gave  testimony.  The  matter  en- 
tirely passed  out  from  the  Natire  Office,  and 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Native  chiefs.  I 
believe  we  might  use  with  great  advantage  the 
services  of  the  Native  chiefs,  and  that  it  is  a  pity 
we  do  not  put  more  power  into  their  hands  ;  but 
it  is  time  enough  to  do  so  when  our  laws  have 
been  altered  so  as  to  give  validity  to  any  course 
that  may  be  adopted.  At  this  time  this  Court 
was  unknown  to  the  law,  and  it  was  highly  im- 
proper that  it  should  hare  been  deputed  by 
the  Native  Minister  to  try  this  matter.  Well, 
the  Court  met,  and  the  decision  was  much  the 
same  as  might  have  been  expected.  It  was 
decided  that  the  action  of  the  Government  was 
wronff — that  this  land  had  never  passed  through 
the  Native  Land  Court,  and  that  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  ought  not  to  buy  land  before  it  had 
passed  through  the  Court.  The  Court  further 
decided  that  tho  action  of  the  Natires  would 
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have  been  right,  under  such  cironmstances, 
in  taking  the  matter  into  their  own  hands  and 
shooting  down  the  surrejors,  liad  those  sur- 
Tejors  been  Maoris ;  but,  seeing  that  the  man  shot 
was  not  a  Maori,  but  a  European,  to  tliat  extent 
they  were  wrong,  and  had  brought  themselyes 
within  the  law  of  the  land;  and  it  was  recom- 
mended  that  the  offenders  should  surrender  them- 
selres.  This  was  the  result  of  the  Court — tlie 
men  were  recommended  to  give  theraselyes  up. 
And  while  the  elections  were  going  on  it  appeared 
that  these  men  were  going  to  surrender  them- 
selres,  and  flaming  telegrams  were  sent  about  the 
eonntrj  to  that  effect.  One  of  these  stated  that 
this  shooting  affair  was  the  best  thing  that  could 
hare  happened  ;  it  was  to  be  of  immense  adran- 
tage  to  the  country.  But  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult ?  The  matter  has  been  going  on  a  long  time, 
and  this  is  the  net  result :  The  action  of  tlie 
Gt>Temment  has  been  condemned  by  tlie  Court; 
and  now  we  hear  that  two  pas  hare  been  erected, 
and  the  Natires  are  openly  defyine  the  law.  That 
b  the  upshot,  while  in  the  Spee<m  we  are  coolly 
told,— 

"Two  intertribal  disturbances,  arising  out  of 
disputed  cUims  to  land,  have  occurred,  in  one 
in»tance  attended  with  loss  of  life.  The  neces- 
sary measures  are  being  taken  to  vindicate  the 

I  have  giyen  a  plain,  unyami^hed  story  of  the 
state  of  affairs  on  the  East  Coast,  and  honorable 
members  can  judge  for  themselyes  how  far  that 
statement  is  in  accordance  with  the  view  pre- 
sented by  the  Goyemment  in  that  paragraph. 
And  what  is  the  other  intertribal  affair?  It  is  a 
dispute  among  the  Ngnpuhi.  Now,  the  Ngapuhi 
for  the  last  thirty-seven  years  have  been  the 
most  loyal  Natives  in  New  Zealand.  We  have 
always  felt  that  the  English  law  was  reigning 
through  the  Ngapuhi's  land — that  a  generation 
had  grown  up  who  had  learned  to  respect  the 
English  law ;  but  such  has  been  the*  effect  of 
tlie  two  years'  power  of  the  present  Government 
that  these  people  now  ignore  the  English  law. 
Tliey  lake  matters  into  their  own  hands,  and  fight 
amongst  themselves ;  several  men  are  killed,  and 
oUiert  are  wounded;  and  all  abuut  matters  which, 
did  we  possess  the  confidence  of  the  Natives, 
would  have  been  adjudicated  upon  in  our  Cuurls 
of  law.  I  wish  we  could  believe  these  were  the 
only  cases  in  which  there  were  indications  of  our 
having  lost  the  confidence  of  the  Natives.  Only 
the  ^'tLer  day,  however,  there  was  a  telegram  to  the 
effect  that  a  surveyor  had  been  ordered  off  at  an- 
other point,  the  Maoris  telling  him  that  the  King 
refused  to  recognize  the  aukati  line,  and  claimed 
the  whole  of  the  Island.  One  cannot  see  what  is 
taking  place  all  around  without  seeing  that  by 
the  ooutinuanoe  of  the  present  Administration  iu 
oiBoe  the  European  mana — the  European  pres- 
tige—is being  entirely  destroyed ;  and  with  a  race 
like  the  Maoris  you  cannot  destroy  that  prestige 
without  Uying  the  colony  open  to  great  and 
serious  evils.  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Council  further,  for  other  members  will  probably 
wish  to  tay  a  few  words  upon  the  Address.  1 
regard  this  session  as  likely  to  be  one  of  great 
importAnoe  in  the  annals  of  this  colony,  and  I 

TOL. 


must  say  I  sincerely  reciprocate  the  desire  of 
His  Excellency  that  in  all  our  proceedings  we 
shnll  be  guided  by  a  spirit  of  wisdom  and  sound 
judgment. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.  — Sir,  the 
honorable  gentleman  has,  in  accordance  with  his 
annual  custom,  made  an  attack  upon  this  as  he 
does  upon  all  Governments,  of  a  singularly-acri- 
monious description,  the  consequence  of  his  well- 
known  personal  disposition  and  predilection  for  the 
extreme  in  criticism.  I  do  not  suppose  the  honor- 
able gentleman  really  thinks  one-half  of  what  he 
says,  or  that  his  judgment  really  commends  the  su* 
perlatives  he  employs.  H  I  am  wrong,  and  if  we 
may  be  said  to  judge  others  by  ourselves,  he  must 
be  a  very  unhappy  man.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man began  by  stating  that  the  appeal  recently 
made  to  the  oonstituendes  was  not  an  appeal 
from  a  condemnation  on  account  of  measures, 
but  entirely  on  account  of  the  administration 
of  the  Government.  The  honorable  gentleman 
must  be  well  aware  that  it  is  not  only  quite 
within  what  may  be  considered  fair-play,  but  also 
within  the  strictest  practice  of  parliamentary 
precedent,  that  a  Government  appealing  to  the 
country  should  take  exactly  its  own  ground  in 
such  an  appeal.  There  are  plenty  of  instances  of 
Ministries  being  displaced  upon  personal  grounds, 
but  electing  to  go  to  t  he  country  not  upon  personal 
grounds,  but  upon  political  grounds.  Oi  course 
the  two  things  cannot  be  very  well  separated. 
The  present  Ciovemment  believed  that  any  excuse 
to  remove  a  Government  that  proposed  certain 
measures  would  undoubtedly  be  used  in  Parlia« 
ment ;  and,  even  with  the  advantage  of  the  hyper- 
critical faculty  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
posi^esses,  and  that  immense  fund  of  inyective  he 
can  always  draw  upon,  he  did  not  make  out 
such  a  case  as  would  justify  the  people  of  this 
country  in  rejecting  the  appeal  of  the  Ministry 
from  the  dictum  of  the  Houses  on  what  their 
own  common  sense  told  them  was  the  real  ques- 
tion between  the  parties.  In  point  of  fact,  our 
measures  are  distasteful  to  certain  persons,  and 
those  certain  persons  take  what,  I  admit,  is  a  very 
fair  political  way  to  upset  them,  by  endeavouring 
to  turn  the  Government  out  of  office  for  alleged 
faults  of  administration.  I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able gentleman  need  have  put  so  much  stress  upon 
that ;  because  he  knows  that  what  I  eay  is  the 
fact.  When  the  honorable  gentleman  gets  up 
and  talks  about  organized  hypocrisy,  and  indukes 
in  language  of  that  description,  one  can  hardly 
avoid  smiling  at  tlie  unnecessary  vehemence  oi 
his  expressions.  The  honorable  gentleman  says 
that  what  is  really  put  to  the  country  is, 
whether  personal  or  constitutional  government  is 
to  exist  in  this  country.  If  that  were  the  ques- 
tion, there  would  be  very  few  people  who  would 
hesitate  on  which  side  they  oup;ht  to  cast  their 
votes ;  but  the  only  pereontdity  m  this  case  is  the 
personality  of  the  rremier,  who  is  unpopular 
with  the  honorable  member,  as  he  is  with  some 
other  persons.  It  is  almost  an  impossibility  for 
a  man  to  fill  a  great  place. in  public  life  for  so 
extended  a  period  of  years  as  the  Premier  has 
done  so  without  making  a  yerj  great  man^ 
enemies,  and  it  ia  undoubtedly  a  <urawback  to  his 
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politicftl  position  that  these  enemies  rise  up  in 
times  like  the<>e.  The  **  snarling  of  the  cur  "  theory 
is  j uglified  to  a  certain  extent  in  our  race,  and 
when  a  statesman  is  supposed  to  be  powerless 
there  are  plenty  who  bark  at  his  heels.  In  no  other 
way  can  I  understand  this  **  personality."  I  liave 
seen  nothing  to  justify  that  exprfS:>ion  in  the 
government  of  the  last  two  years,  except  as  regards 
Native  affairs,  in  which  I  quite  admit  the  Native 
Minister  and  the  Premier  have  been  allowed  a 
greater  latitude  than  would  have  been  the  case  m 
any  other  branch  of  government ;  and  in  that  we 
have  followed  the  exact  precedent  of  all  QoTem* 
ments  since  1869,  when  this  paternal  system  of 
gOTerning  the  Natives  was  introduced. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— No,  no. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WUITMORE.—I  say  Yes. 
When  the  honorable  gentleman  opposite  himself 
went  on  a  tour  through  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try he  spoke  in  a  way  he  could  not  have  spoken 
without  a  Cabinet  Council  in  respect  oi  any 
other  branch  of  administration.  The  net-ea- 
sity  of  things  is  such  that,  if  affairs  are  to 
be  managed  in  that  way,  the  Native  Minister 
must  be  allowed  a  great  deal  more  latitude  than 
any  other  Minister.  And  it  becomes  a  speciality. 
Take  any  man  and  put  him  in  as  Native  Minis- 
ter for  five  years:  why,  in  that  time  even  my 
honorable  friend  would  in  the  end  be  quite 
undistingui^hable  from  the  Natire  Office  official. 
I  do  not  accept  the  blame,  on  behalf  of  the 
Gt>Ternment,  of  the  departmental  policy  of  the 
Native  Department.  I  consider  that  that  has 
been  forced  upon  this  Qovemment.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  charges  the  G-overnment  with 
having  grossly  misconducted  the  elections.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  been  speaking  about  mat- 
ters of  fact  which  he  either  does  not  know,  or  as 
to  which  his  credulity  has  been  inlpo^ed  upon. 
He  has  either  misunderstood  what  he  has  been 
told,  or  is  ignorant  of  what  he  is  talking  about,  or 
has  been  made  the  victim  of  very  gross  imposi- 
tion ;  for  there  has  been  no  such  interference  with 
the  elections  as  he  would  lead  this  Council  to 
believe.  I  have  not  any  information  about  the 
£11,000.  He  tells  me,  and  for  the  first  time  I 
hear  it,  that  the  Mayor  of  Q-rahamstown  carried 
back  the  sum  of  £11,000.  I  entirely  disbelieve 
Buoh  a  statement.  The  honorable  gentleman  said 
the  Government  had  not  at  that  time  in  the 
Treasury  sufficient  to  meet  its  current  engage- 
ments. If  that  was  the  ca.*e,  where  did  the 
money  come  from,  and  what  on  earth  were 
the  Auditors  thinking  about?  Then  came  the 
Press  advertisements,  which  are  heard  of  at 
every  session  of  Parliament.  All  the  Pi-ess  men 
on  one  side  call  out  because  they  do  not  get 
enough,  and  when  they  change  places  you  hear 
the  same  cry  from  newspaper  men  on  the  other 
aide.  That  same  thing  has  happened  during  the 
whole  of  the  seventeen  years  I  have  been  in 
politics.  As  a  fact,  the  advertisements  are  dis- 
tributed by  the  Q-overnment  on  perfectly  fair 
principles,  and  on  a  perfectly  defensible  and  easily- 
understood  system. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Oh,  oh! 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— The  honor- 
able gentleman  opposite  no  doubt  sympathizes 
M<m»  Colxmel  Whitmor$ 


with  the  Press.  He  is  aware  that  in  this  town 
there  are  two  morning  newspapers.  He  under- 
stands specially  about  one  of  them.  Well,  every 
dog  has  his  day.  That  dog  had  its  day,  and  now 
the  other  dog  has  its  day.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
there  are  a  great  many  p>liiical  gentlemen  inti- 
mately connected  with  newspapers  who  do  not 
think  this  too  small  a  matter  to  growl  about. 
The  principle  is  one  of  open  tender.  One  morn- 
ing paper  in  each  part  of  the  colony  got  the 
provincial  Gazette  notices  by  tender,  and  the 
other  advertisements  are,  generally  speaking, 
given  to  the  same  newspaper:  not  in  aU 
cases,  however,  because  some  have  to  be  more 
widely  circulated  than  in  the  provincial  Oazette 
— that  is  to  say,  a  notification  requiring  to  be 
advertised  in  Dunedin,  Invercargill,  and  Oamam 
would  be  published  in  each  of  those  places.  The 
choice  is  a  fair  one,  when  all  things  are  equal ;  and 
I  take  it  for  granted  that,  should  the  Govern- 
ment— as  I  have  no  fear  it  will — yield  its  place 
to  another,  we  shall  see  the  newspaper  outcry 
not  lessened,  but  the  papers  which  complain 
changed.  That  is  the  Press  influence  which 
the  Government  has  had,  and  it  is  not  at  all 
different  from  the  Press  influence  of  all  other 
(Governments.  It  is  by  no  means  an  invariable 
rule  that  the  Government  is  supported  by  tliose 
newspapers  which  have  the  advertisements  as  the 
provincial  Oazette.  Then,  as  to  the  steamers, 
the  honorable  gentleman  amplified  things.  He 
stated  that  the  "Stella"  went  south,  and  the 
"Hinemoa"  went  north.  All  the  "Stella"  did 
was  to  ffo  straight  to  the  lighthouses  in  the  South, 
after  the  prorogation ;  and  she  has  not  yet 
returned.  The  "  Hinemoa,"  on  the  other  hand, 
was  never  used  until  the  Premier  came  bac*k 
from  Lyttelton  to  go  to  Auckland.  He  made 
that  one  voyage,  and  buck  as  far  as  Welling- 
ton; and  in  doing  that,  even,  there  was  a 
certain  amount  of  requirement  for  that  voyage, 
independently  of  his  trip.  I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  strictly  correct  in  sup- 
posing that  there  is  no  precedent  for  a  Premier 
speaking  in  two  or  three  different  parts  of  the 
country  during  an  election.  The  honorable 
gentlemen  will  find  that  I  am  correct  in  saying 
that  Lord  Palmerston,  when  it  was  a  matter  of 
personal  election,  did  speak  in  several  different 
places.  The  Premier  was  the  only  member  of 
the  Ministry  who  took  this  sort  of  part  in  the 
elections.  Most  of  the  other  Ministers  were 
away  at  their  separate  electorates  to  be  elected, 
but  the  Premier  was  the  only  one  who  went  out- 
side the  actual  constituency  ne  was  dealing  with  ; 
and  I  conceive  he  was  fully  justified  in  doing  so. 
Then  the  honorable  gentlemen  said  that  we  had 
influenced  the  public  by  the  use  of  the  telegraph. 
There  has  been  a  great  deal  said  about  one  tele- 
gram, but,  so  long  as  the  telegraph  is  used  in 
reason,  and  paid  for,  in  election  matters,  I  cannot 
see  whj,  because  the  Government  have  less  time 
at  their  disposal  than  their  opponents,  they  may 
also  not  use  the  telegraph.  That  former  Govern- 
ments have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  the 
honorable  member  knows  full  well,  because,  in 
the  proceedings  of  a  Committee  in  1871,  he  will 
find  that  Mr.  Fox  admitted  he  had  both  sent  and 
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reeeiyed  tome  aeyenteen  or  twentj  telegrams  on 
these  subjects  during  the  elections,  and  in  a  few 
mild  words  of  the  report  the  Comniitlee  rather 
deprecate  that  course  for  the  future.  So  that  it  is 
not  quite  unheard-of.  The  Natire  Department, 
the  honorable  gentleman  says,  ha^  been  a  lever 
during  these  elections.  On  the  contrary,  it  has 
been  a  verj  great  drawback  to  the  Qorernment, 
because  it  has  been  a  point  of  honor  with 
the  Qovemment  not  to  commit  the  country  to 
anything  until  Parliament  assembled,  so  that  our 
SQccesson  might  have  a  carte  blanche  to  begin 
with.  If  the  Government  liad  done  anything 
which  might  have  brought  about  hostilities,  that 
would  have  been  a  rery  great  embarrassment  to 
the  country  during  the  elections.  That  is  the 
only  way  in  which  the  Native  Department  has 
affected  the  Government.  Then,  as  to  tlie  Armed 
Constabulary  Department.  In  what  respect  that 
has  helped  the  Government  I  think  the  honor- 
able gentleman  will  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to 
show.  He  cannot  say  I  used  them  for  force,  or 
that  I  put  him  in  the  guard-room  to  prevent  his 
Tery  active  electioneering  during  these  troubled 
times,  or  that  I  employed  any  voters  in  the  Force. 
The  honorable  gentleman  cannot  prove  political 
bias  in  a  single  movement,  so  far  as  the  Armed 
Constabulary  are  concerned.  He  cannot  show 
that  I  have  given  greater  protection  here  or  there, 
or  that  any  changes  or  appointments  of  any  kind 
were  nuule  during  the  elections.  The  honorable 
gentleman  says  there  were  the  seats  in  the  Legis- 
Utive  CouncU  which  also  might  have  assisted  the 
Government  in  gaining  power.  The  honorable 
gentlt*man  knows  perfectly  well  that,  by  express 
memorandum  of  His  Excellency,  we  were  debarred 
from  using  that ;  and  therefore  he  cannot  justify 
that  ground  of  attack.  When  ho  says  that  the 
otlier  side  were  not  only  embarrassed  from 
having  no  money,  but  through  having  incon- 
Tenieiit  consciences,  he  really  makes  me  smile. 
He  knows  that  the  money  lay  on  the  other 
aide,  and  that  it  was  wealth  fighting  against 
the  people  without  wealth.  And,  secondly, 
as  regards  consciences,  the  less  the  honorable 
gentleman  says  about  that  the  better,  I  think. 
Then  the  honorable  gentleman  talks  about  the 
action  of  tlie  Government  being  unprecedented, 
except  in  the  case  of  Victoria.  I  suppose  he 
wished  to  show  that  the  course  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  gravitating  towards  the  Victorian 
example.  I  only  hope  he  is  wrong.  I  see  no 
indication  of  it,  and  1  should  very  much  regret  it 
if  it  were  so.  The  honorable  gentleman  says  the 
Premier  sent  a  telegram  promising  a  railway  to 
cost  two  millions  of  money,  and  he  asked,  was 
not  that  an  abuse  of  his  office?  No  doubt  it 
would  be  if  it  were  true,  but  the  honorable  gentle- 
man knows  that  what  he  says  is  not  true. 

Hon.  MxMBBBS.— Order,  order. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WUITMORE.— Idonotsay 
it  is  not  a  fact  tliat  the  Premier  sent  a  telegram 
promising  a  railway,  but  I  say  that  that  was  not  a 
promise  to  induce  support,  because  it  was  the  gift 
of  this  Parliament,  and  of  all  who  took  part  in  the 
passing  of  the  Railways  Construction  Bdl,  and  the 
cost  is  estimated  at  £900,000.  That  is  the  exact 
positioii  of  that  railway.  The  Premier,  I  presume, 


was  asked  by  some  public  body  whether  he  was 
not  going  to  give  efl'ect  to  the  wishes  of  Parlia- 
ment. Parliament  had  decided  that  this  work 
was  to  be  done,  and  probably  the  Premier  was 
atiked  whether  the  Government  intended  to  give 
effect  to  that  decision,  and  probably  the  answer 
of  the  Premier  was  that  the  Government  would 
build  that  railway,  as  it  was  bound  to  do  by  law. 
If  it  is  stated  that  the  Premier  endeavoured  to 
influence  support  by  beginning  a  new  railway  at 
a  cost  of  two  millions,  that,  I  say,  is  an  incorrect 
statement,  and  entirely  wrong.  I  know  nothing 
about  the  story  of  the  Mayor  of  the  Thames  going 
away  with  £11,000.  I  will  venture  to  say  it  is 
not  the  case.  I  am  quite  certain  of  thi^ :  either 
the  Muyor  was  entitled  to  it,  or  else  the  Audi- 
tors did  not  do  their  duty,  if  he  got  money  to 
which  he  was  not  entitled.  That  is  the  best 
answer  I  can  give  to  the  statement  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman.  The  honorable  gentleman  says 
that,  the  action  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  tne 
Thames  Railway  being  condemned  by  the  Legis- 
lature, they  should  not  have  continued  making 
the  railway.  That  railway  vras  in  the  same 
position  as  any  other  railway.  The  understanding 
was  that  the  railways  were  to  be  continued  on  a 
pro  raid  scale :  a  certain  amount  of  money  was 
voted  for^  the  quarter,  and  the  rate  of  progress 
was  to  be  kept  up  as  before.  There  has  just  been 
the  ordinary  rate  of  progress  on  that  railway,  and 
no  more. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— May  I  ask  what 
railway  you  are  speaking  about  P 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WUITMORE.— I  am  speak- 
ing of  all  railways,  including  the  Thames  Railway. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— There  never  hat 
been  a  vote  of  any  kind  for  the  Thames  Railway. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— That  is  a 
statement  the  Government  do  not  admit.  That 
line  stands  on  all-fours  with  all  other  railways. 
Having  commenced  the  railway,  the  Government 
were  bound  to  continue  it  like  other  lines.  The 
honorable  gentleman  made  great  eapitaloutof  the 
circum»tan(e  that,  when  one  piece  of  colonial  ex- 
penditure in  Hawke's  Bay  was  incurred,  I  hurried 
up  to  take  part  iu  the  ceremony  of  driving  the  first 
pile.  I  went  up  with  the  ordinary  steamer,  and 
was  away  the  shortest  number  of  days  I  could 
possibly  be.  I  went  to  see  a  work  inaugurated 
which,  for  two  years,  at  all  events,  had  been  pro- 
mised, and  delayed  all  that  time.  When  at  last 
everything  was  ready,  very  much  later  than  we 
had  hoped  for,  I  went  up  to  a  place  where  I  had 
liyed  for  so  many  years  to  see  the  celebration  ;  and 
I  cannot  see  how  the  honorable  gentleman  can 
make  out  that  there  was  an;rthing  improper  about 
that.  The  fact  of  the  elections  coming  off  about 
that  time  was  the  purest  of  accidents.  I  was  up 
there  three  months  after  the  sestfion  before  last, 
and  promised  then  that  I  would  come  up  to  drivA 
the  first  pile  shortly  before  the  opening  of  the 
next  session.  It  so  nappened  that  they  could  not 
get  the  plans  ready  until  ParUament  met.  The 
time  for  receiving  tenders  did  not  expire  until  Par- 
liament rose,  and  the  work  was  immediately  put 
in  hand.  I  went  up  with  no  idea  of  influencing 
the  elections  any  more  than  at  any  other  time. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  something  about 
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m  J  telegram  to  Mr.  Ingles.  I  am  not  at  all  ashamed 
of  that  telegram.  I  am  aahamed  to  think  that 
any  one  could  have  behaved  in  such  an  unworthj 
manner  as  to  abstract  it,  garble  it»  conceal  it, 
bring  it  forward  when  too  late  to  contradict 
it,  and  put  all  sorts  of  constructions  on  the 
words  it  contained.  It  is  true  that  there  was 
a  political  promise  connected  with  it ;  but  there 
are  persons  who  haye  minds  to  conceiTC  something 
much  lower  than  that,  even  of  a  high-minded 
gentleman  like  Mr.  Ingles.  Personally,  for  years 
I  could  have  wished  to  see  Mr.  Ingles  in  this 
Council.  Up  to  that  time  I  had  never  had  an 
opportunity  of  bringing  his  name  before  my 
colleagues ;  but  I  certainly  did  tell  Mr.  Ingles  that, 
as  I  had  been  requested  by  the  party  to  a$k  him 
to  make  a  certain  sacrifice  for  it,  the  party  would 
con^ider  his  claims  upon  it  if  he  complied.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  this  Coundl  would  lose 
by  having  Mr.  Ingles  sitting  on  its  benches. 
But  I  did  not  alone  mean  that  I  had  another 
posfible  seat  in  my  mind.  I  did  not  even  ask 
Mr.  Ingles  to  exprefs  himself  very  warmly  in 
favour  of  the  party.  I  ju«t  simply  put  bt^fore 
him  what  I  thouglit  was  a  very  fair  question  in 
politics  to  a^k — whether  he  would  take  a  certain 
course  to  oblige  a  certain  party — and  added  that 
if  he  did  he  would  be  very  likely  to  have  that 
party's  support  hereafter.  As  it  happened,  he  re- 
fused. It  all  questions  of  future  parly  support 
were  dealt  with  in  a  straightforward  way  like  that, 
I  think  we  should  have  nothing  to  blush  at.  If 
nothing  worse  than  tliat  were  f>aid  to  candidates 
by  Governments,  I  think  no  hypercritical  person 
would  find  anything  to  object  to  in  their  be- 
haviour. The  honorable  gentleman,  referring  to 
the  Native  Minister,  speaks  of  expense  at  whieli 
princes  would  shrink.     I  suppose  the  honorable 

gentleman  has  been  beguiled  by  something  which 
e  has  seen  in  the  newspapers.  I  believe  the 
^ative  Minister  came  in  the  ordinary  coach  over 
a  difficult  journey,  and,  if  he  came  by  night  as 
well  as  by  day,  I  suppose  it  was  all  the  more 
wearisome  to  the  Native  Minister.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  says  he  regrets  that  he  has  no 
power  to  punish  those  who  do  anything  which 
displeases  him,  as  the  actions  of  the  Native 
Minister  appear  to  have  done.  When  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  speaking  he  always  gives  me 
the  idea  that  he  would  like  to  have  the  power  to 
punish.  The  honorable  gentleman  speaks  with 
such  a  degree  of  earnestness  that  really  one 
regrets  he  had  not  the  birch  in  his  hand.  I 
observe  that  I  am  one  of  those  whom  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  like  to  incarcerate  for  a 
term  at  hard  labour.  All  the  honorable  gentle- 
man says  in  conclusion  I  think  could  be  accepted 
by  persons  on  either  side  of  politics.  It  is  a  fair 
question  in  what  position  the  colony  is  finan- 
cially; but,  whatever  that  position  may  be, 
whether  we  have  borrowed  too  much  or  not, 
whether  the  position  of  property- holders  may 
become  unbearable  or  not  from  taxation,  ^\'\\\  I 
believe  that  of  New  Zealand  is  essentially  sound. 
The  present  property -holders  might  even  pass 
away ;  but  the  land  will  produce  as  much  as 
ever.  It  is  possible  that  by  the  great  public 
works  policy,  of  which  we  have  heard  bo  much 
Son.  Colonel  Whitmoro 


said,  or,  rather,  by  the  abuse  of  that  policy,  a 
reaction  may  be  experienced  by  those  who  leaat 
expect  it,  and  property  may  suffer  very  much 
from  the  extravagance  of  the  past  few  years. 
But  the  colony  will  produce  more  every  year. 
The  productive  power  of  the  colony  is  of  illimit- 
able extent.  The  honorable  gentleman  says  he 
thinks  it  is  a  very  great  thing  to  get  these  three 
points  in  the  charter  settled.  I  think  nothing 
would  be  more  desirable,  because  we  must  come 
to  something  almost  more  important  immediately. 
We  have  to  put  our  house  in  order,  and  we  shall 
have  to  make  a  very  great  eflbrt  in  the  immediate 
future.  The  next  year  or  two  years  will  certainly 
tell  upon  our  strength,  and  we  shall  have  to  prac- 
tise, as  well  aa  to  preach,  economy.  It  is  not  at 
such  a  time  as  this  that  class  should  be  arrayed 
against  class,  or  party  against  party,  when  all  of 
us,  in  BO  far  as  in  us  lies,  should  co  -  operate. 
UnL-ss  commercial  aflairs  in  Europe  revive,  we 
must  all  bear  very  heavy  burdens  for  some  time 
to  come.  I  will  not  go  into  the  question  of 
Native  aflairs  on  the  East  Coast,  for  this  simple 
reason :  tliat  it  lias  l>een  the  study  of  the  Go- 
vernment not  to  prejudice  the  Native  position 
till  the  political  question  is  settled.  That  it  is 
unfortunate  that  I  bis  outrage  should  have  oc- 
curred everybody  will  readily  allow  :  still  it  is 
nctt  a  matter  that  even  political  hostility  should 
entitle  any  one  to  exagi»erate  or  ghrnt  over.  It 
is  a  misfortune  that  it  occurred  ;  but  still  nothing; 
short  of  degrading  ourselves,  giving  away  our 
privileges,  or  allowing  our  persons  or  property 
to  be  violated  by  the  Natives,  should  draw  us 
into  war  while  this  loan  is  unsettled.  It  would 
be  calculated  to  produce  a  very  bad  effect  if  it 
were  supposed  we  wei*e  going  to  war.  Moreover, 
I  think  it  would  be  exceedingly  impolitic,  while 
Parliament  is  sitting,  to  take  any  steps  that  could 
be  deferred  which  might  lead  to  a  conflict. 
During  the  sitting  of  Parliament  the  ExecuttTe 
is  not  free  enout^h  to  attend  to  such  a  matter 
properly.  Here  I  may  state  my  belief  that,  even 
if  an  outbreak  should  ever  again  occur  in  this 
country,  it  would  be  put  down  within  a  short 
time  ;  so  that  it  could  be  easily  stamped  out 
during  a  recess.  Then  the  honorable  gentle- 
man said  that  the  Native  Minister  had  employed 
a  number  of  the  electors  of  the  Thames,  and 
had  placed  them  on  full  pay  as  a  military  force. 
Well,  these  men  are  at  Ohinemuri,  and  are 
Thames  electors.  But  the  number  is  very  small, 
and  they  are  entitled  to  a  capitation  grant.  They 
are  a  company  whose  services  I  at  first  declined  to 
accept,  but  afterwards,  when  the  Volunteer  finan- 
cial year  commenced,  I  did  accept  them.  They 
had  hardly  got  their  arms,  and  they  had  no  drill 
instructor  for  a  time,  and  consequently  they  had 
not  been  very  well  drilled ;  but  there  was  no 
ground  for  the  statement  of  some  person  in  the 
newspaper  that  they  could  not  fire  their  arms. 
Since  then  drill  has  been  going  on,  and  I  saw  a 
report  a  few  days  ago  in  which  I  was  told  they 
were  making  good  progress  towards  efficiency. 
Their  pay  is  but  28.  6d.  per  day  on  the  days 
they  attend  to  drill,  and  that  is  not  an  unrea- 
sonable amount  of  pay,  seeing  thiat  they  live 
upon  the  frontier.     It  was  not  to  be  expected 
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that  they  would  leave  tbeir  work  and  go  to  drill 
for  nothing.     I  cannot  conceive  how  any  Thames 
electors  could  be  influenced  bj  that.      I  find  I 
was  in   error  in  statinfi;  to*daj   that  this  land 
had  bren  passed  through  the  Court.     The  land 
was   bought  bj  the   late  0oTernment»  and  the 
surrey  was  therefore   being  proceeded  with   on 
land  which  was  supposed  to  haye  been  bought 
up  a  long  time  ago.    Then  the  honorable  gentle- 
man  said  that  this  Court  to  which  the   Native 
Hini^ter  submitted  the  case  was  quite  unknown 
to  the  law ;  and  ao    on.      Why,    the    Nat  ire 
Minister  neyer  submitted  it  fo  any  Court.    He 
never  gave   over   the   prisoners   to   be  tried  as 
regards  their  crime.      He  invoked  the  aid   of 
the  cliiefe  of  Hauraki,  in  consequence  of  their 
having  expressed  sympathy  with  the  Govern- 
ment,  to  find  out  these  persons  and  induce  them 
to  submit  themselves  to  the  law;  and,  in  doing 
that,  he  was  only  following  the  precedents  in 
which  the  Hauraki  chiefs  have  assisted  the  Go- 
vernment.   It  was  not  for  a  moment  supposed 
that  the  men  would  be  tried  by  their  own  semi- 
barbarous  law,  but  by  the  strict  law  of  England. 
I  have  not  seen  the  judgment,  eo  I  cannot  say 
whether  it  was  so  worded  that  the  outrage  was 
made  to  appear  as  a  crime  if  directed  against  a 
European,  but  not  if  directed  against  a  Maori; 
but  in  any  case  such  a  wording  would  not  influ- 
ence this  or  any  other  Government.      I  believe 
the  Maoris  shot  that  man  in  mistake  for  a  half- 
caste  ;   but  there  is  no  particular  point  in  that. 
'Whether  they  fired  at  a  Maori  ur  a  European, 
to  the  Government  it  would  have  been  the  same. 
Then  the  honorable  gentleman  went  on  to  the 
Ngapuhi  di^pute,  and  said  that  two  years'  tenure 
of  oiBce   by  this  Government  had  turned  that 
ordinarily  law-abiding  tribe  into  a  set  of  men  who 
care  nothing  for  European  laws.     I  should  have 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  had  read  our 
history  enoogh  to   know  that  these   tribes  have 
been  continually  fighting  among  them»elves.    This 
is  not  the  first  time  by  two  or  three  since  I  have 
been  in  the  country  that  they  have  been  engaged 
in  each  disputes.     These  tribal  feuds  between  the 
two  great  sections  of  the  northern  Natives  have 
occurred  very  frequently,  and  in  limes  past  have 
been   yery  bloody.     An  outbreak  among  these 
people  ia  nothing  very  new,  and  does  not  threaten 
any    further  disturbances   o£  the  country  than 
we  haye  seen  at  different  times  during  the  last 
twentj  years.    The  effect  is  purely  local.    With 
regard  to  the  telegram  about  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  so  much  concerned,  and  iu  which 
he  says  some  surveyor  was  told  he  roust  go  away 
because  the  King  had  established  his  aukati  over 
the  whole   Island,  I  may  say  this:   There   has 
hae    sprung  up  lately  a  new  and,  no  doubt,  a 
yerj  amusing  kind  of  literature.    Telegrams  from 
the  Press  Agency  and  other  associations  are  highly 
flavoured  for  the  evening  papers.    They  are  sen- 
sational— that  is  all  that  can  be  said  for  them; 
but,  aa  people  like  sensational  telegrams,  they  are 
to  be  found  in  all  the  colonial  newf^papers.    This 
telegram  was  one  of  that  class.     I  may  tell  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  the  King  has  not  at- 
tempted any  such  movement,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Xaat  we  haye  beard  of  the  King  hai  been  of  a 


highly  reassuring  character,  for  be  not  only  does 
not  take  any  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Bay  of 
Plenty,  but  has  expressed  a  strong  opinion  against 
the  tribe  which  fired  upon  the  surveyors.  Well, 
Sir,  last  session  we  had  this  whole  question  out. 
These  very  measures  which  are  now  before  us, 
and  more  especially  this  gn-at  Native  question, 
were  all  fully  discussed,  so  that  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  go  into  them  again  ;  but  I  mu»t  entirely 
repudiate  the  kind  construction  upon  my  political 
actions  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  placed 
upon  them,  and  assure  him  he  has  been  very 
badly  informed  if  he  really  believes  in  the  exist- 
ence of  one-half  the  corruption  which  he  attri- 
butes to  the  CK>vemment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN— Sir,  I  should 
like  to  say  a  word  or  two  before  the  mover  re- 
plies. While  agreeing  with  the  first  few  para- 
graphs of  the  Address  in  Beply,  I  must  take  excep* 
tion  to  that  which  states  that  we  are  glad  to  hear 
Native  uffiiirB  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  I 
differ  from  that  altogether.  I  consider  that  Na- 
tive aifaira  have  assumed  a  very  serious  aspect, 
and,  when  we  are  told  that  steps  have  been  taken 
to  vindicate  the  law,  I  must  say  I  fail  to  see  that 
such  has  been  done.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that 
the  Government  propose  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
triennial  Parliaments.  It  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.    The  Speech  has  the  following  : — 

'*A  very  general  desire  appears  to  exist  that 
conrideration  should  be  given  to  the  best  means  of 
promoting  manufactures  and  local  industries  in 
this  colony." 

I  agree  with  that.  I  believe  there  is  a  yery 
general  feeling  in  favour  of  it,  and  that  f<eling 
has  been  expressed  to  the  candidates  during  the 
recent  election.  I  believe  that  a  large  number  of 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentaiives  are 
pledged  to  carry  out  these  views.  I  know  that  in 
the  North,  and  I  believe  in  Canterbury  also,  it  is 
the  strong  desire  of  the  people  that  encouragement 
sbotdd  be  given  to  manufactures  and  local  indua- 
tries.     The  paragraph  goes  on, — 

*'  With  a  view  to  give  efl*eot  to  this  desire,  you 
may  probably  think  it  advisable  to  appoint  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the  subject" 

I  fail  to  see  that  the  Gt>yemment  are  going 
to  give  practical  effect  to  this  general  desire  i 
for,  instead  of  any  measures  being  proposed,  the 
Speech  goes  on  to  say,  as  a  sort  of  blind  to  the 
people,  "  You  may  probably  think  it  advisable  to 
appoint  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  and 
report  upon  the  subject."  What  does  that 
meanP  Nothing  at  all.  The  Committee  may 
probably  be  appointed,  and,  if  the  Goyernment 
approve  of  the  encouragement  of  manufacturing 
industry,  some  effect  may  be  given  to  its  recom- 
mendations; but,  if  the  Government  do  not 
approve  of  the  principle  of  encouraging  manu- 
factures, the  report  of  the  Committee  will  fall  to 
the  ground,  and  its  time  will  simply  be  lost.  I 
say  this  much  :  From  what  I  have  gathered 
lately,  in  conversation  with  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Government,  I  feel  confident  this  para- 
graph is  simply  a  blind  to  catch  the  support  of 
many  members  of  the  other  House. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD.— I  deure  to  inform  the 
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Council  that  I  have  no  wish  to  repl?  at  length. 
Mj  reason  for  arriTing  at  this  dfcision  is  tliat, 
although  I  listened  with  sorrow  to  the  Tery  strong 
charges  brought  by  the  honorable  memb«r  oppo- 
site against  the  Government,  jet  I  think  tiio«e 
charges  were  so  completely  m^t  and  answered  by 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  it  is  alto- 
gether unnecessary  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Council  by  saying  anything  further  on  the  matter. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  flye  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATITES. 

Tueiday,  30M  September,  1879. 

First  B«ttdiDgs— 0«ol  Official*  — Architects  in  Pablic 
Sennce— HamiltoB-Ta  Aroha  Railway— Canterbury 
Deferred  Payment*— Fire  Brigade*— Fortnightly  Pay- 
ment of  Workmen — Deaf  and  Dumb  iBstitution — 
NeUon  Creek  Bridfe— East  Coaat  Mail  Serrioe— 
Pablio  Baterres  Sales— Addreas  in  Beply. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Oamaru  Waterworks  Loan  Bill,  Slaughter- 
houses Bill,  Onehunsa  Water  Reserve  Bill, 
Waiuku  Recreation  Reserre  Bill,  Ashburton 
County  Council  Waterworks  Bill,  Napier  Church 
Lands  Trust  BiU,  Special  Settlemente  Bill,  Land 
Bill,  Resident  Magistrates  Bill,  District  Courts 
Bill,  Napier  and  Meanee  Recreation-Oround  Bill. 

GAOL  OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  TOLE  a»ked  the  Minister  of  Justice,  If  the 
Gh>Temment  will  put  on  the  estimates  a  sufficient 
sum  to  equalize  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
gaols  of  the  colony  P  He  was  fully  aware  of  the 
difficulty  which  existed  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  on 
account  of  the  great  Tariety  in  the  remuneration 
of  these  officers  all  oyer  the  colony.  It  was  not 
so  much  a  question  of  money  a«  one  of  general 
adjustment  of  salaries.  The  present  inequality 
was  oonoidered  a  Tery  great  gricTanoe.  In  the 
session  of  1878  the  Gaou  Committee  expressed  a 
Tery  strong  opinion  on  the  subject.  They  said, 
"  It  appears  that  the  cost  of  official  salaries  at 
Dunedin  is  double  that  at  Wellington  and  Lyttel- 
ton,  and  three  times  that  at  Auckland."  The 
difference  seemed  to  be  more  against  Auckland  than 
any  other  part  of  the  colony,  and,  as  an  Auckland 
man,  and  the  gaol  being  situated  in  his  district,  he 
had  thought  it  hit  duty  to  put  this  question  on  the 
Order  Paper.  The  Mini(>ter  of  Justice  said  last 
year  that  it  would  require  about  £700  to  make  an 
adjustment  of  salaries,  and  his  (Mr.  Tole's)  object 
in  asking  this  question  was  to  get,  if  posvible,  an 
assurance  from  the  Minister  that  what  was  con- 
sidered a  Terr  great  grie?ance  would  be  remedied. 

Mr.  SHEER  AN,  in  reply,  said  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  GoTornment  to  ask  the  Huuse  to 
sanction  a  scheme  for  equalizing  these  salaries ; 
not  necessurily  making  theui  the  same  in  amount, 
but  equalizing  them  in  proportion  to  tlie  require- 
ments  of  the  different  estabii:«hments.  When  the 
House  was;  in..Committee  on  the  estimates,  the 
JSToa.  Mr,  Wood 


GbTemment  would  lay  all  thet  necessary  infor- 
mation before  them  for  that  purpose. 

ARCHITECTS  IN  PUBLIC  SERVICE. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Mini»ter  for  Public 
Works,  Whether,  in  the  public  serTiee,  there  are 
at  present  any  architects  who  are  allowed  to  oom* 
pete  (or  prirate  practice ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
Guvemment  intend  to  continue  permission  to 
those  officers  to  undertake  private  practice  ? 

Mr.  MACANDEEW  said  there  were  no  archi- 
tects in  the  pul>lio  senrioe  who  were  allowed 
private  practice.  The  regulations  provided  a^nst 
their  taking  such  practice.  He  was  not  aware  of 
any  instance. 

HAMILTON-TE  AROHA  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  WUYTE  a-^ked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Why  the  Government  has  not  yet  com- 
menced the  construction  of  any  portion  of  tJie 
line  of  railway  from  Hamilton  to  Te  Aroha? 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  said  it  was  felt  that  it 
would  be  useless  to  commence  this  railway  until 
the  bridge  over  the  Waiknto  was  constructed,  so 
that  the  plant  could  be  taken  across. 

CANTERBURY  DEFERRED  PAYMENTS. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
What  blocks  of  Crown  lands  in  the  Land  District 
of  Canterbury  haTe  been  set  aside  for  sale  on 
deferred  payments  under  "The  Land  Act,  1877," 
and  what  is  the  estimated  area  of  such  blocks ; 
the  dates  of  the  Proclamations  setting  ai*itle  such 
blocks ;  and  the  number  of  selectors  located  on 
such  blocks  P 

Mr.  THOMSON  replied  that  four  blocks  of 
land  in  Canterbury  had  been  set  aside  on  deferred 
payments.  The  total  area  of  the  blocks  was  7,393 
acres.  The  Proclamation  setting  them  aside  was 
dated  8rd  October,  1878.  He  was  sorry  to  say 
that  only  two  allotments  had  been  taken  up,  eac^ 
allotment  comprising  320  acres.  But  this  was 
owing  to  the  rather  poor  nat  ure  of  the  land.  The 
free -select  ion  system  had  all  along  prevailed  in 
the  Province  of  Canterbury,  and  the  greater  part 
— indeed,  almost  the  whole — of  the  good  land  had 
therefore  been  taken  up.  The  land  now  in  ihe 
hands  of  the  Government  was  of  rather  inferior 
quality ;  but  it  was  hoped  that,  when  the  deferred- 
payment  land  was  reduced  in  price,  which  he 
hoped  would  shortly  be  the  case,  these  and  oUier 
lauds  of  inferior  quality  would  be  taken  up. 

FIRE   BRIGADES. 

Mr.  RICHMOND  asked  the  GoTemment, 
Whether  they  will  place  the  members  of  fire 
brigades  in  the  same  position  with  regard  to 
capitation  a»  the  Volunteer  forces? 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  que»tion  was  rather  a 
large  one.  The  Gt>vemment  would  take  the  sub- 
ject into  consideration,  and,  when  they  bad  de- 
termined what  course  should  be  pursued,  they 
would  inform  the  House. 

FORTNIGHTLY    PAYMENT    OP    WORK- 
MEN. 
Mr.    SWANSON    asked    Uie   Gt>Temm^t, 
Whether  the^  will  make  piefisioni  in  any  future 
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oontrects,  for  the  workmen  being  paid  at  least 
eTery  fortnight  ? 

Mr.  MACANDREW,  in  reply,  said  tliat  there 
was  a  clause  in  the  General  Conditions  of  Con- 
tracts which  provided  that  workmen  of  all  grades 
should  be  paid  once  a  fortnight.  Tiiat  condition 
was  now  made  part  of  the  specification.  Ue 
would  hare  a  circular  sent  round  calling  special 
attention  to  it. 

Mr.  SWANSON  would  like  to  ask  how  long 
this  clause  had  been  in  existence. 

Mr.  MACANDR£W  was  not  certoin,  but  for 
tome  time  past,  lie  thought  it  was  the  2drd 
clause  of  the  Gheneral  Conditions. 

DEAF-AND-DUMB  INSTITUTION. 

Mr.  FULTON  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, What  steps  the  GoTcrnment  propose  to 
take  towards  the  establishment  of  a  deaf-and- 
dumb  institution  for  the  colony ;  and  whether 
the  senricps  of  a  competent  instructor  have  been 
secured  by  the  Agent-General  ?  The  latter  part 
of  the  question,  lie  was  aware,  had  been  already 
answered  in  papers  which  had  been  printed  and 
laid  on  the  table  by  the  G-overnment. 

Sir  Q.  GKKT  said,  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  alreadjr  the  information  in  his  pos- 
•eseion,  he  need  state  nothing  more  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  he  adced,  in  the  first  part 
of  his  question,  what  steps  the  Gorernment  pro- 
posed to  tttke  towards  the  establishment  of  a  deaf- 
and-dumb  institution. 

Sir  O.  GREY  replied  that  the  Government  in- 
tended to  establish  a  deaf-and-dumb  institution, 
and  that  the  itistructor  who  would  manage  the 
establishment  was  expected  to  arrive  in  December 
next. 

NELSON  CREEK  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  MASTERS  asked  the  Minl-ter  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  lay  before  this  House  all  cor- 
respondence, petitions,  and  telegrams  relating  to 
or  connected  with  the  construction  or  alteration 
of  nie  of  the  proposed  bridge  over  Nelson  Creek, 
on  the  Greymouth  and  Reefton  Road,  in  the  Grey 
yalley,  that  have  passed  between  the  Government 
and  the  following  gentlemen  and  public  bodies — 
namely,  the  representatives  for  the  Grey  Valley, 
the  Chairman  or  County  Council  of  Grey,  and  the 
Mayor  of  the  Borough  of  GKCTmouth  ? 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  Government  had 
no  objection  whatever  to  lay  this  correspondence 
on  the  table.     It  was  rather  voluminous,  and  its 

fioduction  would  involve  a  good  deal  of  trouble, 
f  it  would  answer  the  same  purpose,  he  would  be 
glad  if  any  honorable  gentleman  who  took  an  in- 
terest in  the  subject  would  step  down  to  the  office 
and  peruse  the  papers.  If  not,  of  course  the 
return  would  be  prepared. 

EAST  COAST  MAIL  SERVICE. 
Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  any  steps  have  been  taken  to  insure 
the  more  punctual  delivery  of  the  San  Francisco 
mails  on  the  East  Coast  of  the  North  I»land? 
Last  session  be  asked  if  the  Gt>venunent  would 
•ndeftToor  to  take  tome  tlept  to  havt  the  Bast 


Coast  mails  delivered  a  little  more  promptly.  He 
found  that  the  last  English  niHil  which  arrived  in 
Auckland  had  been  to  New  Plymouth,  Nelson, 
and  Picton,  had  stayed  three  days  in  Wellington, 
and  had  just  been  started  in  a  small  steamer — to 
find  its  way  to  Napier,  possibly,  in  due  course  of 
tin-ic.  The  Gi-^bome  mail  would  have  to  be  sent 
up  by  some  subsequent  st-eamer,  after  bavins  per- 
formed nearly  the  whole  circuit  of  the  North 
Island.  He  hoped  to  receive  a  satisfactory 
answer. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER  said  the  department  had 
been  in  communication  with  the  Union  Company, 
who  were  not  prepared  to  run  a  steamer  along 
the  East  Coast  on  the  arrival  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco mail.  Every  step  had  been  taken  to  ex- 
pedite the  delivery  of  the  Napier  mail.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  Featherston  Railway  liaving  been 
obstructed  in  consequence  of  the  recent  floods,  it 
was  not  possible  to  forward  the  last  mail  overland 
from  Wellington. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  Do  I  understand  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  say  that  under  no  con- 
ditions will  the  Union  Company  undertake  to 
deliver  tlie  mails  9 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER.— At  present  they  are  not 
prepared  to  run  a  steamer  along  the  East  Coast. 
They  might  be  willing  to  run  one  from  Wellington 
on  the  arrival  of  the  mail  at  this  port,  but  it 
would  be  at  a  cost  of  something  like  £2,000, 
which  I  think  the  department  cannot  afibrd  to 
give. 

PUBLIC  RESERVES  SALES. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  aiked  the  Mini<>t«r  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  lay  before  the  House  a 
paper  showing  the  number  of  allotments  ofiered 
for  sale  for  ca»h  or  deferred  payments  under 
"  The  Public  Reserves  Sale  Act,  1878  ;"  the  area 
of  such  allotments,  and  the  price  obtained ;  and 
indicating  which  purchasers  on  deferred  pay- 
ments have  since  abandoned  their  purchases? 
The  answer  which  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
given  to  a  previous  question  had  rather  confused 
him  as  to  this  question ;  but  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  see  that  the  two  things  were 
totally  distinct.  This  question  had  nothing  to 
do  with  deferred  payments  under  the  Land  Act 
of  1877. 

Mr.  THOMSON  said  he  hoped  to  be  able  in 
a  few  days  to  lay  on  the  table  a  paper  containing 
all  the  io formation  a»ked  for  by  the  honorable 
member. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
Mr.  ANDREWS.--Sir,  I  move.  That  a  raspeet- 
ful  Address  be  presented  to  His  Eioellenoy  in 
reply  to  the  Speech  which  His  Excellenov  has 
b€«n  pleased  to  make  to  both  Houses.  I  fear 
that  I  may  not  be  able  to  do  justice  either  to 
the  subject  in  hand  or  to  the  oooasion ;  but  i  feel 
confident  that,  as  a  new  member,  an}  thing  I 
say  will  be  looked  upon  leniently  by  the  older 
and  more  experienced  members.  I  do  not  intend 
to  detam  the  House  by  delivering  a  lengthened 
address,  but  His  Excellencv's  Spe^  embraces  so 
many  subjects  that  I  shall  necessarily  have  to 
dwell  ahortly  upon  them.  I  wiU  take  them  in 
the  Older  in  which  thej  ^ppMr  on  tlie  ptptr»  and 
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will  deal  with  them  as  carefully  as  I  can.  With 
regard  to  the  first  clause,  expressing  an  earnest 
hope  that  the  new  Parliament  may  be  distin- 
guished for  the  enactment  of  such  measures  as 
shall  be  most  conducive  towards  promoting  the 
happiness  and  welfare  of  the  people,  I  am  quite 
sure  that  this  House  will  be  at  one  with  me 
in  its  acquiescence  in  such  a  hope.  I  flnnlj 
beliere  that  this  House  will  agree  with  His  £z- 
cellencj  that  the  present  is  one  of  the  most 
important  epochs  in  the  history  of  the  colony, 
and  that  the  future  will  Tery  much  depend  upon 
the  impress  which  may  be  stamped  upon  it  by 
the  action  of  this  Parliament.  Referring  to  the 
next  clause,  dealing  with  the  monetary  pressure, 
erery  one  must  be  oonrinced  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  monetary  pressure  has  occurred  in  the 
whole  of  the  colonies,  and  not  in  New  Zealand 
particularly.  But  I  am  pleased  to  receive  and 
acknowledge  the  assurance  of  His  EzcellencT 
that  this  colony  of  ours  is  commercially  sound. 
That  assurance  cannot  fail  to  be  satisfactory 
to  members;  and  no  doubt  details  will  subse- 
quently be  fl^iren  in  support  of  the  statement 
made  by  His  Excellency.  Without  attempt- 
ing now  to  dwell  upon  that,  I  will  simply  pass 
on  to  the  questions  which,  I  take  it,  are  at 
the  present  time  of  more  vital  importance. 
I  will  refer  somewhat  carefully  to  the  question 
relatiye  to  the  dissolution  of  the  late  House. 
I  hope  this  House  will  show  that  the  appeal 
to  the  electors  of  the  colony  has  been  condu- 
cive to  the  opening-up  of  very  many  important 
questions,  which  largely  affect  the  destiny  and 
prosperity  of  this  colony.  I  would  refer  more 
particularly  to  one  or  two  of  those  questions,  and 
especially  would  I  speak  of  that  which  relates  to 
the  extension  of  the  franchise.  There  is  also  the 
question  of  the  registration  of  votes,  and,  closely 
allied  to  it,  the  hours  of  polling.  If  the  House 
will  bear  with  me,  I  would  like  to  say  a  word 
relative  to  the  extension  of  the  franchise,  because 
I  feel  somewhat  keenly  on  that  subject.  It  is  a 
question  that  from  time  to  time  has  been  dealt 
with  and  spoken  of  to  some  considerable  ex- 
tent. In  my  own  district  the  question  has  from 
time  to  time  excited  a  considerable  amount  of 
discussion ;  and  a  considerable  amount  of  feeling 
has  been  manifested  on  the  subject  by  several 
constituencies  in  and  around  Christchurch.  I  can- 
not say  that  many  people  ever  expressed  any  gi-eat 
cause  of  complaint  relative  to  the  extension  of 
the  franchise,  when  we  consider  that  every  free- 
holder, every  leaseholder,  every  householder,  and 
now  every  lodger  has  the  right  to  exercise  the 
franchise  in  this  colony.  From  His  Excellency's 
Speech,  I  anticipate  that  there  will  be  an  at- 
tempt made  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
somewhat  extend  the  present  franchise.  I  know 
that  the  franchise  has  been  liberal  in  the  past.,  but 
I  think  the  House  may  go  still  further  and  make 
it  somewhat  more  extensive  than  at  present.  I 
once  advocated  that  every  person  amenable  to  the 
laws  of  the  land  should  have  a  voice  in  assisting 
to  m^e  those  laws.  I  have,  however,  somewhat 
modified  my  views  in  this  respect,  and  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  nothing  but  manhood 
suffrage  with  a  residential  clause  will  now  satisfy 
Mr,  JMdrmM 


the  people  of  New  Zealand.  That  is  the  measure 
which  I  think  the  House  will  now  be  askinl  to 
pass ;  so  that  we  shall  have  manhood  suffrage 
with  a  residential  clause,  in  addition  to  the  other 
qualifications  already  in  the  Statute  Book.  I  am 
not  at  all  attempting  to  champion  this  particular 
measure,  but  I  speak  of  it  as  one  who  know 
something  of  the  feelings  of  the  people.  I  believe 
that  the  people  will  never  auk  for  more  than  is 
proposed  to  be  given  to  them  in  the  Electoral 
Bill  lately  brought  forward  in  this  House,  and 
which  will  be  brought  forward  again.  I  believe 
there  will  be  no  attempt  and  n>  desire  on  the 
part  of  any  people  to  force  their  Tiews  upon 
the  House,  so  as  to  cause  the  insertion  of 
clauses  in  the  Bill  which  would  give  to  any 
but  real  residents  and  real  colonists  the  power 
of  taking  part  in  the  legislation  of  the  land. 
It  is  quite  a  mistaken  notion — if  any  one  runs 
away  with  it — to  suppose  that  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  are  not  sufficiently  patriotic,  and  have  not 
sufficient  sense  and  liberty  at  their  command,  to 
see  that  no  such  attempt  is  made.  There  is  no 
such  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  and,  if 
there  was  any  such  attempt,  I  would  be  prepared 
to  oppose  anything  which  would  have  the  effect  of 
permitting  loafers,  paupers,  or  prisoners  to  take 
part  in  the  legislation  of  the  country.  I  think 
that  the  Bill  which  will  be  introduced  to  Parlia- 
ment will  be  an  exceedinglj  satisfactory  one  to  the 
people  ;  because  it  not  only  provides  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  franchise  in  the  way  I  have  mentioned, 
but  it  also,  I  may  say,  provides  for  a  further  ex- 
tension of  the  franchise  by  simplifying  the  mode  of 
registration.  In  this  matter  I  think  the  opinions 
of  the  people  of  Canterbury  are  only  an  index  to 
the  feelings  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand ;  and 
they  have  frequently  asked  for,  and  expect  the 
House  at  an  early  date  to  take,  some  measures 
towards  simplifying  the  mode  of  registration.  It 
is  now,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  things  to  understand  how  it 
is  that  evorjrthing  that  requires  to  be  registered 
throughout  the  colony  can  be  readily  and  imme- 
diately done,  except  in  the  case  of  a  man  register- 
ing his  claim  to  vote.  When  a  man  requires  to 
regi^ter  a  birth,  marriage,  or  death — or,  taking 
almost  a  ridiculous  case,  when  a  man  requires  to 
register  a  dog— the  form  is  so  simple  that  he 
has  only  to  go  to  the  proper  officer  to  moke 
his  statement,  and  the  thing  can  be  done  im- 
mediately. But  it  is  not  so  when  a  man  wishes 
to  register  his  claim  to  vote.  With  our  present 
franchise,  and  under  the  present  mode  of  receiving 
claims  to  rote  only  within  a  certain  period  of  the 
year,  a  man  might  land  here  to-morrow  with 
thousands  of  pounds,  he  might  expend  his  money 
in  the  purchase  of  lands,  but  still  he  might  be 
twelve  months  off*  from  being  entitled  to  record 
bis  vote  if  an  election  takes  place,  as  the  reg^ 
tration  must  be  made  before  the  last  day  of 
March  in  each  year.  But  that  is  not  the  only 
case  in  which  a  difficulty  arises.  There  is  a 
certain  form  to  be  complied  with  ;  and  in 
many  instances,  if  I  am  informed  correctly,  that 
form  has  not  been  carried  out,  the  consequence 
being  that  many  persons  haye  been  disfranchised 
through  a  dexical  mistake  or  anor,  or  tiiroughan 
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attesting  witness  not  being  an  elector  in  the  dis- 
trict. Closely  connected  with  the  registration  of 
Totes  is  the  question  of  the  hours  of  polling.  If 
I  express  my  own  riews  on  this  subject  I  shall 
be  expressing  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  New  Zealand.  If  there  is  anything  that 
has  struck  me  from  time  to  time  as  being  most 
ridiculously  absurd,  it  is  the  present  system  of 
fixed  hours  for  polling — from  nine  in  the  morning 
till  four  in  the  afternoon.  In  all  cases  where  a 
poll  has  to  be  taken,  the  object  of  such  a  poll  is 
that  erery  person  entitled  to  record  his  rote  on 
that  occasion  shall  hare  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so.  But  when  a  poll  is  only  taken  from  nine  in 
Uie  morning  until  four  in  the  erening  it  prevents 
many  people  from  Toting  who  are  entitled  to 
Tote.  If  I  take  the  case  of  the  City  of  Christ- 
church,  for  instance — it  is  only  similar  to  many 
other  cases  during  the  last  general  election — 
on  the  Christchurch  roll  there  are  4,200  elec- 
tors, and,  ollowing  for  700  who  are  ineligible 
through  death,  double  claims,  &c.,  there  are 
8^00  persons  on  that  roll  who  ore  clearly  en- 
titled to  rote.  The  result  of  last  election  shows 
that  only  2,500  persons  Toted.  What  became 
of  the  rest  ?  Where  were  they  ?  That  is  easily 
accounted  for.  The  hours  of  polling  are  the 
difficulty,  because  persons  are  debarred  from 
Toting  in  hours  of  their  own.  I  believe  there 
are  hundreds  of  working-men  in  the  country  who 
are  too  independent  to  ask  their  employers  for  a 
quarter  or  hnlf  an  hour,  or  for  sufficient  time  to 
go  and  record  their  votes.  But,  if  the  position 
which  I  take  up  is  the  correct  one — that  the  object 
of  taking  a  poll  should  be  to  obtain  a  true  and  fair 
declaration  of  the  will  of  the  people — the  hours  of 
polling  should  be  extended.  That  I  believe  will 
oe  done  when  the  new  Electoral  Bill  is  taken  in 
hand.  If  the  hours  of  polling  are  extended  to 
from  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  six,  j 
seren,  or  eight  o'clock  at  night,  I  do  not  think  we  ' 
shall  have  reason  to  complain  that  so  few  people  , 
avail  themselves  of  the  franchise  when  an  eleo- 
ticm  takes  place.  I  am  quite  sure  of  this :  that,  ' 
if  we  even  alter  the  hours  of  polling  alone,  it  I 
will  in  itself  make  a  completely  new  minchise  for  ! 
many  persons  who  are  working-men.  It  would  I 
he  out  of  place  on  my  part  at  a  time  like  this  to  ' 
make  any  further  comment  on  this  matter.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  attempt  to  define  the  terms 
*•  Liberalism  "  and  *'  Conservatism,"  but  I  cannot 
help  taking  this  opportunity  of  saying  that  the 
reason  why  the  term  Liberalism  has  been  so 
Tery  freely  used  as  in  opposition  to  Conser- 
vatism is  this :  that  the  law  of  the  land  per- 
mits all  persons  holding  certain  qualifications 
to  take  part  in  elections  ;  but,  on  account 
of  the  surroundings,  and  many  matters  of  de- 
tail which  are  almost  impracticable,  many  per- 
sons are  induced  to  declaim  against  the  action 
of  men  and  against  many  laws,  and  call  them 
Conservative.  This  arises  from  the  want  of 
simple,  plain,  and  practicable  means  of  carry- 
ing those  laws  into  effect.  The  most  surprising 
thing  is  this,  that  these  matters  are  not  new. 
They  have  been  from  time  to  time  before  this 
House,  and  before  many  members  now  present, 
who  bftre  sat  in  previous  Parliaments;  but  up 
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to  the  present  time  no  attempt  has  ever  been 
made  to  alter  or  simplify  this  particular  ques- 
tion—especially as  to  the  simplicity  of  registra- 
tion of  votes,  and  the  hours  of  polling.  I 
would  now  refer  to  the  next  clause  in  His  Excel- 
lency's Speech,  which  relates  to  the  question  of 
triennial  Purliaments.  I  think  that  the  rapidly- 
changing  state  of  the  colony  and  the  changing 
opinions  of  the  people  demand  this  altera- 
tion in  the  law.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  a  subject 
upon  which  any  new  member  of  the  House 
ought  to  express  himself  strongly.  During  three 
sessions  a  new  member  can  hardly  become 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  usages  of  the 
House  unless  he  has  had  a  training  in  some 
other  legislative  body.  If  this  proposed  mea- 
sure shonld  be  adopted,  by  the  time  a  new  mem- 
ber becomes  acquainted  with  the  usages  of  the 
House  his  term  is  at  an  end,  and  he  has  again  to 
seek  re-election.  But,  if  we  take  the  dissolution 
of  the  late  House  and  the  election  of  this  House 
as  a  case  in  point,  it  is  one  worthy  of  our  con- 
sideration, because  I  think  the  last  House  sat  for 
about  a  period  of  three  years,  and  out  of  that 
House  of  eighty-eight  members  only  three-fifths 
were  considered  by  the  electors  to  be  of  suffi- 
ciently-advanced opinions  or  sufficiently  sound 
to  possess  the  confidence  of  those  whom  they 
had  previously  served.  We  have  two-fifths  of 
this  new  House  composed  of  new  members.  I 
think  that  this  is  a  thorough  and  decided  ex- 
pression of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  people 
throughout  New  Zealand,  that  a  change  in  this 
direction  is  required.  I  believe  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  have  asserted  that  we  shall  have  triennial 
Parliaments,  and  that  we  shall  have  a  change  in 
the  constitution  of  this  House  every  three  years. 
I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  such  a  measure  as  this, 
because  I  believe  that  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
require  it.  It  is  not.  Sir,  for  me  to  attempt  to 
express  an  opinion  as  to  the  superiority  of  this 
newly*constituted  House  over  the  old  one ;  but  it 
will  be  for  honorable  members  to  take  up  such 
questions  as  these,  and  it  will  be  by  the  measures 
that  are  actually  passed  that  the  people  will 
judge  whether  this  new  House  is  an  improvement 
on  that  of  the  past.  There  is  another  question 
which  I  intend  shortlv  to  deal  with,  and  that  is 
the  redistribution  of  seats.  G-reat  complaints 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  in  very  many 
places,  respecting  this  question,  by  people  who 
consider  that  the  system  of  representation  should 
be  fixed  on  a  population  basis.  I  was  pleased  to 
notice  that  a  return  has  been  called  for  showing 
the  population  and  the  number  of  electors  on  the 
electoral  roll  of  each  electoral  district,  and  the 
number  of  electors  who  polled  in  each  district  on 
the  occasion  of  the  last  general  election,  by  one  of 
the  members  of  this  House.  I  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  look  at  the  Redistribution  of  Seats  Bill, 
in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  our  present  Constitution  ; 
and  if  the  House  will  permit  me  I  will  read  that 
portion  of  the  Constitution  Act  which  I  think 
perfectly  harmonizes  with  the  view  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  proposing  such  a  Bill,  and  of  which  His 
Excellency  entirely  approves.  Clause  41  of  the 
Constitution  Act  reads  thus : — 
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such  electoral  districts,  and  the  number  of  mem- 
beri  to  bo  elected  for  each  district,  regard  shall 
be  had  to  the  number  of  electors  within  the  same, 
so  that  the  number  of  members  to  be  assigned  to 
anj  one  district  may  brar  to  tlie  whole  number  of 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as 
nearlj  as  may  be  the  same  proportion  as  the 
number  of  electors  within  luch  district  shall  bear 
to  the  whole  number  of  electors  in  New  Zealand." 
Now,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Tery  knowledge 
of  the  existence  of  such  a  proTision  as  that  in  the 
Constitution  Act  has  been  entirely,  or  seems  to 
have  been  entirely,  lost  sight  of  by  our  legislators 
in  the  past.  If  I  have  made  a  mistake,  I  hope 
some  member  of  the  House  will  correct  me  ;  but 
that  is  the  way  I  read  the  Constitution,  and  that 
a  system  of  representation  which  is  not  based  on 
population  is  not  in  harmony  with  that  Constitu- 
tion. I  feel  confident  that  the  three  measures 
alluded  to  in  His  Excellency's  Speech — the  exten- 
sion of  the  franchise,  the  redistribution  of  seats, 
and  triennial  Parliaments — will  be  passed  by  this 
new  House,  and  passed  this  session.  After  these 
measures  have  been  passed,  other  matters  of  very 
great  importance  will  come  before  this  House.  I 
allude,  for  instance,  to  a  change  in  the  system  of 
taxation.  It  is  my  own  impression,  and  that  of 
my  constituents,  that  the  present  is  not  a  satisfac- 
tory or  an  equitable  system  of  taxation.  Affain, 
wo  want  a  fair  and  just  administration  of  the 
lands.  We  want  to  go  further  than  this,  and 
have  something  done  which  will  better  satisfy  the 
people  respecting  the  matter  of  local  self-govern- 
ment. The  people  in  the  various  provincial  dis- 
tricts throughout  New  Zealand  appear  to  be 
divided  in  opinion  upon  this  matter;  we  are  not 
in  harmony  with  each  other,  and  the  question 
must  be  taken  up  by  this  House.  Aoove  all 
things  do  I  desire,  and  I  believe  this  House 
desires,  that  in  all  these  matters  there  shall  exist 
this  great  consideration  —  that  of  economy  of 
administration.  I  will  now  say  a  few  words  rela- 
tive to  another  matter  which  lias  been  referred 
to  somewhat  prominently  in  His  Excellency's 
Speech — namely,  the  plurality  of  voting  for  local 
bodies.  I  think  some  change  is  necessary.  When 
we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  something 
like  £550,000  is  being  paid  a^ay  annually  to 
local  bodies,  I  think  tliat  some  change  must  take 
place  relative  to  plural  voting.  It  seems  to  me 
that,  when  such  a  large  amount  of  the  tax- 
payers* money  is  annually  paid  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  something  should  be  done  in 
regard  to  this  plural  u)ode  of  voting.  For  in- 
stance, I  will  take  the  case  of  a  man  having  five 
rotes  in  my  own  constituency.  He  may  possess 
property  of  suiBcient  extent  to  entitle  him  to  fire 
votes  in  each  war>l.  There  are  four  wards  in  the 
City  of  Christchurch,  and  this  man  would  be  en- 
titled to  possess  twenty  votes.  He  may  have  five 
votes  for  four  diflerent  places  outside  these  wards  j 
so  that  in  an  election  under  the  present  system  he 
may  be  entitled  to  record  forty  votes.  The  sys- 
tem may  work  in  this  way.  I  know  of  one  case 
in  particular  where  during  the  last  election  a 
person  has  taken  advantage  of  this  system  of 
plural  voting,  and  has  recorded  in  the  city  and 
outsirle  the  city  some  forty  votes,  and  yet  he  is 
Mr.  Andrews 


simply  a  lodger,  lodging  in  a  public-house  and 
enjoying  himself  in  that  way.  He  has  no  further 
status  of  any  kind  ;  he  is  nothing  else  but  simply  a 
lodger,  and  nevertheless,  by  the  system  of  plural 
votmg,  he  is  entitled  to  record  something  like 
forty  votes.  On  the  other  hand  I  can  point  to 
the  case  of  an  individual  with  a  wife  and  ten 
children,  making  in  all  twelve  person*,  taxpayers 
of  the  country  j  and  he  has  simply  the  power  of 
recording  a  single  vote.  Surely  there  is  some- 
thing wrong  here,  and  something  that  requires 
looking  into.  I  feel  pleased  that  His  Excellency 
has  drawn  attention  to  this  subject  in  his  Speech. 
Sir,  the  question  of  small-farm  settlements  is  one 
of  groat  interest  to  tlie  people  of  New  Zealand, 
and  especially  to  the  working-classes.  Without 
going  into  particulars,  I  may  state  that  experi- 
ments have  been  tried  from  time  to  time.  As  to  the 
satisfiictory  dealing  with  this  question,  ronoh  will 
depend  on  the  character  of  the  Bill  brought  before 
this  House,  and  whether  it  will  be  an  acceptable 
measure  or  not.  In  whatever  shape  the  Bill  may 
come  before  this  House,  if  it  sets  itself  to  accom- 
plish the  end  which  is  sought  for  in  this  particular 
direction,  I  am  sure  such  action  will  be  highly 
satisfactory  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  What 
we  want  to  look  at— whot  this  House  requires  to 
aim  at — ^in  dealing  with  this  particular  question 
is  the  creating  of  small-farm  settlements,  so  as  to 
provide  homes  for  the  people.  It  is  homes  for 
the  people  that  we  require;  and  in  connection 
with  these  homes  we  want  constant  employment 
for  the  labouring  classes.  If  these  objects  be 
accomplished,  we  shall  then  have  colonists  of  the 
right  stamp  settled  throughout  the  country— men 
who  will  grovr  up  and  identify  themselves  with 
the  places  in  which  they  are  located.  Any  person 
who  has  taken  the  trouble  to  look  around  in  many 
towns  in  New  Zealand  will  admit  with  me  that 
the  houses  of  the  working-people  are  not  what  we 
should  call  homes.  For  instance,  in  the  City  of 
Wellington,  if  we  look  at  the  houses— it  is  hardly 
fair  to  call  them  homes— if  we  pass  by  the  major- 
ity of  the  houses  where  the  working-classes  dwell 
in  and  around  Wellington,  we  see  that  thev  are 
destitute  of  any  flowers,  shrubs,  plants,  or  fruit- 
trees.  The  places  where  many  of  the  working- 
classes  dwell,  and  learn  to  dwell,  are  as  a  rule  the 
kind  of  places  fit  only  for  lodgers.  I  think  this 
'  House  should  earnestly  take  this  matter  into  its 
careful  consideration.  By  so  doing  it  will  confer  a 
great  benefit  on  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and 
on  people  living  in  the  towns  particularly.  We 
should  ofier  inducements  to  them  to  go  into  the 
country  and  settle  there.  If  inducements  were 
held  out  of  the  kind  referred  to,  I  am  sure  they 
would  tempt  many  persons  who  are  now  hanging 
about  the  towns — if  I  may  use  such  an  expres- 
sion. They  would  tend  to  remove  many  of  those 
people  who  are  now  compelled  to  remain  in  the 
towns  out  of  employment,  and  cause  many  of 
them  to  go  to  the  country  and  make  homes  for 
themselves  and  homes  for  their  families.  I 
should  like  to  refer  shortly  to  the  question  of 
immigration,  although  it  is  not  specially  referred 
to  in  His  Excellency's  Speech.  I  take  it  that 
immigration  is  a  question  which  must  be  very 
carefully  considered  in  connection  with  theeettlo- 
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ment  of  the  land.  Not  that  I  think  the  intro- 
daotion  of  a  large  hodj  of  immigrants  would  be 
desirable  or  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the 
oountrj  at  the  present  time.  We  mast  remember, 
bowerer,  that  wo  have  to  foster  and  encourage 
our  local  indastries,  and  if  we  wish  to  see  this 
colony  of  ours  prosper  and  succeed  wo  must  do 
nothing  that  will  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
permanent  building-up  of  our  local  industries 
and  manufactures.  In  every  department  of  our 
manufacturing  industries  there  is  a  great  call  for 
experienced  and  skilled  workmen,  ana  the  want  in 
this  respect  can  only  be  supplied  by  immigration, 
and  especially  by  the  introduction  of  nominated 
immigrants.  If  we  keep  up  that  class  of  iranii- 
gration  we  shall  for  many  years  have  coming  to 
our  shores  skilled  »nd  competent  workmen — men 
capable  of  carrying  on  those  manufactures  which 
at  the  present  time  are  but  partially  carried  on. 
Our  manufactures  will  tliereby  increase  and  be- 
eome  perfect,-  and  works  already  commenced  will 
be  carried  to  a  successful  issue.  If  such  bo  the 
case,  I  am  sure  this  House  will  agree  that  it 
would  be  Tory  injurious  for  the  OoTemmeut  to 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  introduction  of 
nominated  immigrants  especially.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  are  led  away  by  any  sudden  outcry. 
I  believe,  if  we  have  a  good  harvest  here,  the 
time  may  come  when  there  will  be  a  great  out- 
cry for  labour ;  but  that  is  not  a  matter  which 
would  tempt  me  to  move  largely  in  the  way  of 
immigration.  "What  I  contend  is,  that  if  we  are 
to  have  a  settled  and  prosperous  country  hero  it 
must  grow  gradually.  If  men  will  bring  out 
their  friends  it  will  not  only  be  advantageous  to 
themselves,  but  we  shall  obtain  colonists  of  the 
right  stamp,  whose  services  to  the  counti-y  will  be 
known  before  they  are  brought  out.  His  Excel- 
lency refers  to  the  estimates  of  expenditure.  The 
House  can  scarcely  be  called  upon  to  express  an 
opinion  with  regard  to  them  at  the  present  time. 
As  a  matter  of  necessity  they  must  be  placed  in 
detail  before  us  before  we  can  form  an  opinion  as 
to  their  allocation  in  connection  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  colony.  Of  this,  however,  I  am 
sure :  The  House  is  satisfied  that,  no  matter  what 
may  be  the  position  of  our  affairs,  public  works 
must  be  carried  on,  our  trunk  railways  must  be 
completed,  the  best  routes  should  be  carefully 
examined  into,  and  Select  Committees  should  be 
appointed  to  investigate  these  matters.  What- 
ever else  may  happen,  our  public  works  must 
receive  the  fullest  attention.  It  is  only  by  taking 
advantage  of  our  railways  to  move  about  from 
place  to  place  that  we  cau  see  the  altered  position 
of  affiurs  since  the  old  coach-roads  were  the  only 
means  of  communication.  Leaving  that  subject, 
I  will  next  briefly  refer  to  the  question  of  Maori 
lands,  which  is  also  referred  to  in  His  Excel- 
Isttcr's  Speech.  I  think  these  lands  and  the  un- 
fulfilled promiaes  made  in  regard  to  them  should 
be  dealt  with  carefully  by  the  House.  I  believe 
that,  labove  all  things,  anything  connected  with 
the  Maori  question  should  be  dealt  with  in  a 
constitutional  manner.  I  have  been  grieved  to 
hear  from  time  to  time  of  things  being  done  as 
matters  of  expediency.  I  am  convinced  that 
espedieney  should  be  entirely  removed  from  our 


dealings  with  the  Maori  question,  and  they  should 
be  carried  on  only  in  a  constitutional  manner. 
This  question  is  not  one  of  such  vital  importance 
in  the  South  as  it  is  here  in  Wellington,  or  farther 
north.  There  are  in  that  part  of  the  colony  per- 
sons known  as  Maori  land  agents.  That  name  of 
Maori  land  agent  is  a  horrible  name  down  eouth. 
A  person  who  bears  that  title  is  looked  upon  there 
as  almost  a  traitor — a  disseminator  of  all  discord 
and  discontent.  I  am  sure  the  House  will  take 
this  matter  into  its  serious  consideration,  and  will 
be  better  able  to  deal  with  it  than  I  can  pretend 
to  be.  When  dealing  with  the  question  of  im- 
migration I  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  referred  to 
Chinese  immigration,  as  notice  has  been  given 
that  a  Bill  will  be  introduced  to  deal  with  it.  I 
would  not  prevent  a  Chinaman  landing  here,  but 
I  say  the  House  should  tako  such  steps  as  will 
prevent  an  influx  of  a  class  of  persons  who  are 
not  likely  to  prove  a  desirable  acquisition  to 
us  in  morals,  habits,  and  dispositions.  Having 
gone  thus  briefly  through  the  various  measures 
contained  in  the  Governor's  Speech,  I  would  ask 
the  House  to  assure  His  Excellency  that  all 
matters  submitted  to  it  during  this  session  shall 
receive  the  careful  and  earnest  consideration  of 
the  House.  I  have  no  doubt  the  House  will  care- 
fully consider  all  these  matters,  and  the  result 
will  show  whether  this  House  is  an  improvement 
on  the  last,  or  whether  it  is  going  to  follow  in 
the  old  track.  In  conclusion,  I  would  ask  the 
House  to  assure  His  Excellency  that  the  great 
liberal  policy  shadowed  forth  in  his  Speech 
will  receive  our  cordial  support.  I  take  it, 
it  is  a  great  liberal  policy.  It  comes  before  us 
as  the  only  policy  that  can  respond  to  the  wishes 
and  sentiments  of  the  people  throughout  New 
Zealand.  It  is  such  a  policy  as  the  people  will 
have  carried  out,  and  the  achievement  of  which 
will  form  one  of  the  grandest  epochs  in  the 
history  of  New  Zealand.  It  affords  me  great 
pleasure  to  think  that  every  part  of  this  House 
— every  district  throughout  New  Zealand — has 
expressed  itself  entirely  in  favour  of  this  policy. 
It  now  only  remains  for  the  House  to  carry  these 
measures  into  practical  eflect,  and  above  all 
things  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  do  so  as  early 
as  possible.  If  there  is  one  point  more  than 
another  in  which  I  feel  I  have  the  confidence  of 
my  constituents,  it  is  this :  that  they  believe  I  am 
a  man  who  will  do  my  utmost  to  have  these 
measures  brought  into  practical  effect.  I  there- 
fore would  earnestly  press  upon  the  House  to  set 
itself  to  work  as  speedily  as  pos:<ible  and  make 
the  measures  shadowed  forth  in  His  Excellency's 
Speech  the  practical  laws  of  New  Zealand.  When 
that  is  done,  we  may  coufi'lently  look  forward  to 
a  future  of  pro-tperity.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  say  anything  more  on  an  occusion  of  this 
kind.  I  think  I  know  sufficient  of  the  feeling 
of  the  House  to  feel  that,  if  I  were  to  prolong 
the  expressidn  of  my  opinions,  I  should  be  only 
wearying  honorable  members.  Still  I  feel  myself 
somewhat  hampered,  because  it  is  a  new  occasion 
for  me,  and  I  am,  as  it  were,  bound  between  two 
straight  poles.  Not  being  personally  acquainted 
with  many  members  of  the  House,  I  am  hampered 
somewhat  in  expressing  myself  as  freely  as  I 
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might  do,  while  I  do  not  wish  to  go  beyond  the 
ordinary  rules  of  the  House.  If,  howeyer,  I  had 
trespassed  on  the  Houre,  or  departed  from  its 
usual  forms  and  customs,  I  am  sure  that  you,  Sir, 
would  have  expressed  your  opinion  in  the  kindest 
manner  to  me,  and  would  have  checked  me. 
In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  I  am  willing  to 
help  the  House,  in  every  reasonable  and  constitu- 
tional way,  to  carry  out  the  measures  shadowed 
forth  in  His  Excellency's  Speech;  and  I  trust 
the  House  will  assure  His  Excellency  that  it  is 
willing  to  support  him  in  passing  those  measures 
into  law. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  wiU  com- 
raenoe  by  asking  for  that  consideration  which  I 
believe  it  is  customary  at  all  times  to  extend  to 
members  who  address  this  House  for  the  first 
time.  I  may  say,  at  the  outset,  if  you  will 
pardon  my  doing  so,  that  it  affords  me  infinite 
pleasure  to  see  you,  Sir,  occupying  a  position  in 
this  House  which  I  have  o.i  previous  occasions 
seen  you  occupy  in  another  Assembly  of  a  some- 
what similar  description.  That  fact  inspires  me 
with  a  greater  degree  of  confidence,  and  it  was  a 
•ource  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  see  the 
unanimity  with  which  this  House  elected  you  to 
a  position  which  you  are  so  fitted  to  adorn.  After 
the  long  and  able  speech  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down,  it  would  be  highly 
inexpedient  for  me  to  travel  over  the  same 
ground  whicli  he  has  so  well  travelled  over.  I 
may,  however,  refer  to  one  or  two  points  in  the 
Speech  of  His  Excellency,  and  particularly  to 
that  parogniph  at  the  outset  in  which  he  says, — 

"We  have  reached  what  is  perhaps,  as  yet, 
the  most  important  epoch  in  the  liistory  of  this 
colony  J  and  the  future  will  very  much  depend 
upon  the  impress  which  may  be  stamped  upon  it 
by  the  action  of  this  Parliament." 

Who  dares  deny  that  very  important  announce- 
ment? There  are  three  matters  which  I  think 
particularly  demand  the  serious  consideration  of 
honorable  members.  First,  there  are  these  im- 
portant liberal  measures  which  have  been  before 
tha  country — and  it  is  idle  for  some  honorable 
members  to  deny  that  during  the  late  elections 
they  have  been  before  the  country.  Secondly, 
there  is  the  important  question  of  our  financial 
affairs.  And,  thirdly,  there  is  the  not  less  impor- 
tant question  of  our  Native  affairs.  All  these 
things,  I  sa^,  demand  at  the  present  time  the 
utmost  patriotism  at  the  hands  of  every  honor- 
able member  of  this  House.  When  the  Prime 
Minister  did  me  the  honor  to  ask  roe  to  occupy 
the  position  which  I  unworthily  do  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  I  told  him  I  held  very  strong  views 
on  the  financial  question.  What  do  you  think, 
Sir,  was  the  reply  of  that  honorable  gentleman, 
who  has  been  termed  the  "common  enemy"? 
He  said,  "Hurst,  we  want  nothing  but  what  is 
right;  express  your  views  freely."  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  honorable  gentleman  does  desire 
nothing  but  what  is  right,  and  in  the  interests 
of  posterity  in  this  colony.  I  have  said  there 
are  three  matters :  There  are,  first  of  all,  these 
important  liberal  measures  which  have  been  be- 
fore the  country.  Let  me  refer  somewhat  to 
them.    It  is  idle  to   say  that  they   have  not 


been  before  the  country.  I  maintain  that  tiiey 
have  been  before  the  country  ;  and  I  consider 
that  the  country  has  pronounced  in  no  equi- 
vocal terms  in  favour  of  the  carrying  of  some 
such  measures  as  those  about  to  be  proposed  by 
the  Government.  I  have  always  understood  that 
an  Opposition  is  as  much  a  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  Government  itself,  and  I  should  have 
been  very  greatly  pleased  if  the  present  Opposi- 
tion in  this  Assembly,  instead  of  at  once  attack- 
ing the  honorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches, 
hfwl  seen  their  way,  with  the  large  and  power- 
ful party  of  which  thtey  are  composed,  to  assist 
the  Government  in  carrying  the  great  liberal 
measures  which  they  propose,  and  thus  aid  in 
securing  that  which  the  Government  say  would 
ensue  from  the  adoption  of  their  proposals, 
namely — that,  when  they  had  once  become  law,  a 
general  feeling  of  contentment  would  be  perma- 
nently estabUshed  in  the  colony.  Is  not  this  a 
desirable  end  to  achieve  ?  Instead  of  struggling 
for  office,  which,  unfortunately,  is  a  practice  tliat 
is  beginning  to  be  a  blot  on  this  colony  as  it  is  on 
others,  I  should  have  been  glad  indeed  if  the 
Opposition  had  been  content  to  aid  the  Govern- 
ment in  carrying  these  desirable  measiires,  and 
in  enabling  the  country  to  enjoy  the  rest  and 
peace  which  would  ensue  from  their  adoption. 
The  amendment  to  the  Address  which  has  been 
tabled  by  the  Opposition  doe*  them  credit  for  the 
manner  in  whicn  it  is  drafted ;  but  I  should  be 
glad  if  I  had  power  to  persuade  some  honorable 
members  who  in  all  prooability  propose  to  join 
the  Opposition  to  look  at  that  amendment  in  its 
proper  light.     It  says,  "  Whilst,  however,  we  are 

Srepared  to  give  effect  to  the  liberal  measures 
esired  by  the  country."  Wlio  are  to  be  the  in- 
terpreters of  the  feeling  of  the  country  ?  Those 
honorable  members  who  now  form  the  Opposition, 
who  for  a  long  time  held  the  reins  of  government 
in  this  country,  who  have  never  shown  the 
slightest  disposition  in  the  direction  of  liberal 
measures?  All  of  a  sudden  we  find  that  the 
whole  colony  is  liberal  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
What  do  these  honorable  gentlemen  intend  to 
do  ?  They  intend  to  follow  the  example  set  by 
the  Conservative  Qt)vemment  in  England  when 
Lord  John  Eussell  in  1868  went  to  the  country, 
and  afterwards  met  the  House  of  Parliament  in  a 
minority.  What  did  the  Conservatives  do  then? 
They  passed  the  liberal  measures  of  the  pre- 
vious Government  simply  because  the^  country 
demanded  them.  I  say  that,  if  the  Opposition 
consult  their  own  interests  and  those  of  the 
country,  they  ought,  instead  of  attempting  to 
wrest  their  offices  from  the  Government,  to  join 
in  t  he  endeavour  to  bring  these  liberal  measures 
to  a  successful  issue.  If  you  want  to  ascertain 
the  feeling  of  the  country,  take  the  published 
addresses  of  honorable  members  to  their  con- 
stituents. I  say,  taking  those  addresses,  that  the 
country  has  indorsed  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  has  sent  members  here  who  represent 
the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony.  I  will 
take  the  return  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
has  moved  this  Address  and  of  myself,  who  am 
seconding  it,  and  will  quote  the  number  of  elec- 
tors who  polled  for  us,     The  honorable  mem- 
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ber  for  Cbristchurch  Cilj  polled  1,250  rotes ;  in 
Auckland  City  West  I  polled  IjOlO ;  making  a 
total  of  2,260.*  Noir  I  will  show  the  House  what 
eleven  members  of  the  Opposition  represent : 
Nelson  Suburbs,  112  ;  Cheviot,  137 ;  Colling  wood, 
146  ;  Wallace,  166  ;  Hutt,  177  ;  Waikato,  215  ; 
New  Plymouth,  227 ;  Wellington  Country  Dis- 
trict, 241;  Qeraldine,  247;  Rangitikei,  284; 
Bruce,  245.  There  are  eleren  members  repre- 
senting only  2,186  voters.  This  is  not  the  first 
time  in  tbis  Hou^e  that  honorable  members  have 
been  told  that  they  represent  sheep  and  barren 
hills  ;  and  I  say  that  the  country  will  not  stand 
it.  If  the  Opposition  do  not  at  once  accept  the 
position  and  go  in  for  a  reasonable  and  fair  basis 
of  representation,  the  result  will  be  unfortunate 
to  themselves  and  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  people.  I  mean  to  say  that  for  eleven  mem- 
bers to  represeut  fewer  votes  than  the  number 
represented  by  two  members  is  altogether  out  of 
TO-oportion.  I  observed  in  the  Hansard  of  1875, 
Vol!  XIX.,  that  the  honorable  member  for  New- 
ton endeavoured  to  snatch  a  member  for  his  con- 
stituency, which  at  that  time  was  one  of  the 
largest  in  New  Zealand.  While  Hawke's  Bay 
could  get  a  member,  that  large  and  intelligent 
constituency  of  Newton  was  refused  adequate 
representation.  This  question  is  of  burning  im- 
portance, and  ought  to  be  dealt  with  at  once.  I 
will  now  pass  on  in  my  remarks  to  the  financial 
condition  of  the  colony,  which,  I  will  at  once  say, 
is  very  grave  and  serious.  I  cannot  speak  now 
in  reference  to  any  position  the  present  Govern- 
ment hold,  but  I  take  leave  to  say  that  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  present  financial  state  of  the 
colony  rests  upon  the  honorable  members  of  the 
Opposition,  and  particularly  upon  the  honorable 
and  gallant  member  for  Egmout.  When  that 
honorable  member  entered  this  House,  did  he 
do  so  as  a  supporter  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel  ? 
No ;  he  entered  the  House  a^  a|i  opponent  of 
that  honorable  gentleman  and  hi-*  parly.  What 
did  we  see  shortly  afterwards  ?  That  "  con- 
tinuous **  Miuistry,  which  landed  this  colony  in  a 
debt  the  difficulty  of  which  we  are  only  now  be- 
ginning to  find  out.  Therefore  I  hope  honorable 
members  will  not  connect  my  observations  on  the 
financial  condition  of  the  colony  with  the  present 
Government.  They  have  a  deeper  significance 
than  that.  We  have  sown  to  the  wind,  and  we  are 
now  beginning  to  reap  the  whirlwind.  I  was  in 
favour,  to  a  modified  extent,  of  the  i)oIicy  that  was 
enunciated  in  1870 ;  but  I  consider  that  this 
House  has  been  most  reckless  and  precipitate  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  dealt  with  that  ques- 
tion.  I  contend  that  this  House  and  the  country 
have  been  demoralized  in  connection  with  the 
public  works  policy,  and  that  it  demands  serious 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  every  honorable 
member  holding  a  seat  in  this  House  whether  we 
are  eternally  to  go  to  the  very  brink  of  what  I  call 
almost  bankruptcy,  before  getting  further  money 
to  carry  on  the  public  works  of  the  colony.  I  do 
not  want  to  say  anything  to  damage  the  credit  of 
the  colony,  but  am  aware  that  no  words  of  mine 
would  have  any  efiVct  of  that  kind.  I  am  merely 
indicating  considerations  which  have  influenced 
me  in  coming  to  this  House,  and  ask  what  position 


would  the  colony  be  in  if  intelligence  were  to  come 
from  England  that  a  monetary  crisis  had  occurred, 
in  consequence  of  which  wo  could  not  raise  the 
five-million  loan  ?  It  is  a  serious  consideration, 
and  on  tlie  heads  of  the  Opposition  rests  the 
responsibility.  —  (No.) — I  say  that  in  1877  the 
present  Government  came  down  with  the  proposal 
to  borrow  the  modest  sum  of  four  millions.  And 
how  did  the  Opposition  meet  that  proposal  ?  The 
loan  was  reduced  to  a  million  and  a  half.  These 
are  either  facts,  or  they  are  not ;  and  I  cast  upon 
the  Opposition  the  responsibility  of  placing  the 
colony  in  its  present  disadvantageous  position.  I 
have  no  doubt  as  to  the  future  of  New  Zealand.  I 
believe  that,  if  wisely  invested,  double  the  amount 
that  has  been  raised  could  be  safely  borrowed.  I 
agree  with  Governor  Du  Cane,  who  visited  this 
colony,  and  with  Sir  James  Fergusson,  both  very 
impartial  men,  who  are  of  opinion  that  it  entirely 
depends  on  the  money  being  judiciously  and 
wisely  expended.  But  none  know  better  than 
the  members  of  the  Opposition  how  much  of  the 
borrowed  money  has  been  expended  in  a  way 
which  will  never  return  interest  or  sinking  fund, 
or  anything  of  the  kind.  The  only  good  invest- 
ment has  been  the  money  expended  on  railways, 
which,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  is  beginning  to  yield 
a  return  that  will  meet,  to  some  extent,  the  in- 
terest and  sinking  fund  in  connection  with  it ; 
yet  it  is  verv  far  short  indeed  of  the  amount  re- 
quired :  I  think  the  total  return  only  comes  to 
about  2^  per  cent.  There  is  one  question  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  failed 
to  notice,  but  which,  in  the  North  Isknd,  at  any 
rate,  is  attracting  an  immense  deal  of  attention, 
and  it  is  one  in  tne  settlement  of  which,  I  think, 
the  Opposition  would  do  well  to  assist.  I  refer  to 
the  question  of  dealing  with  the  Native  lands  in 
the  North  Island.  Now,  I  do  not  suppose  that 
honorable  member  from  the  Middle  Island  have 
the  same  knowledge  of  this  question  oe  those 
honorable  members  living  in  the  North  Island, 
because  the  latter  are  constantly  having  it  brought 
under  their  notice.  The  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  reference  to  this  question,  as  indicated 
by  the  Native  Minister  in  a  speech  which  he  re- 
cently delivered  in  Auckland,  was  such  as  to  give 
universal  satisfaction.  It  is  quite  clear  to  my 
mind,  and  to  that  of  every  colonist  who  has  care- 
fully marked  the  progress  of  events,  that  the 
cause  of  our  difficulty  has  invariably  been  the 
fact  of  the  Government  having  had  to  do  with 
these  Native  lands.  It  was  proposed,  in  order 
to  create  a  Land  Fund  for  the  northern  provinces, 
at  a  time  when  they  were  in  deep  water,  that 
a  sum  of  money  should  be  voted  by  the  Assembly 
in  order  to  buy  a  landed  estate  for  the  North 
Island ;  and  a  large  amount  was  voted.  Of 
course  on  the  death  of  the  provinces  this  became 
a  colonial  matter,  and  successive  Governments 
have  gone  on  desiring  to  barter  with  the  Natives. 
I  think  that  proposed  remedy  is  the  wisest 
and  the  best — that  the  Natives  should  look  up  to 
the  Government,  whoever  they  might  be;  and 
I  do  not  wish  to  express  anv  unkind  remarks 
relative  to  the  members  of  the  Opposition.  I 
mean  that  it  would  be  a  capital  thing  if  we  could 
induce  the  Natives  to  look  up  to  the  Government 
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for  tbe  time  being  with  thorough  confidence.  It 
would  end  this  cry  about  "  land-sharkism,"  and 
all  that  fort  of  thing ;  and  let  land  bo  put  up  to 
public  auction,  to  that  rich  and  poor  alike  may 
get  the  land  they  require.  At  present  the  public 
hare  a  grieranco,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  honor- 
able members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  must 
regret  the  difficulty  whicli  exists — namely,  that 
the  person  who  is  buying  a  large  tract  of  land  can 
afford  to  fee  land-purchase  agents  with  large 
sums  of  money.  While  they  can  do  that,  the 
small  man  who  wants  a  couple  of  thousand  acres 
has  no  chance  of  competing  against  them.  That 
is  really  the  difficulty,  and  I  am  sure  honor- 
able members  will  riew  it  reasonably  and  fairly. 
Whether  they  like  it  or  not,  the  time  will  come 
when  the  public  will  compel  them  to  view  the 
present  system  in  the  light  of  an  cril ;  and  it  is 
far  better  for  honorable  members  to  accept  the 
position  and  meet  it  in  Fonie  such  way  as  (hat 
indicated  by  the  Native  Minister.  Before  con- 
cluding, there  is  one  question  wliich  I  know  a 
little  about,  and  to  which  I  should  like  briefly  to 
refer.  I  allude  to  the  Native  disturbances.  I 
will  now  refer  to  the  two  disturbances  which 
have  taken  place  since  the  House  last  met,  as  I 
happen  to  know  something  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  them,  and  may  be  pardoned  for 
refeiTing  to  them.  I  will  refer,  first,  to  the  Bay  of 
Islands  case,  where,  unfortunately,  loss  of  blood 
was  occasioned.  That  was  a  mere  family  dispute, 
with  which  the  Gorernment  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do.  No  act  of  omii'sion  or  commission  can  be 
charged  against  them  ;  nor  can  they  in  the  most 
remote  degree  be  blamed  for  what  happened 
there,  although  the  Opposition  Press,  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Island,  conveyed 
the  impression  that  the  Goremment  were  to 
blame.  The  dispute  was  strictly  an  intertribal 
dispute,  and  it  is  not  right  to  put  upon  the  Go- 
vernment the  responsibility  of  any  occurretices  of 
that  description,  any  more  than  it  would  be  right 
to  blame  them  for  the  Thames  matter.  The 
more  honorable  members  understand  about  these 
matters  the  better  they  will  be  able  to  estimate 
the  amount  of  responsibility  which  should  attach 
to  the  Government.  The  surveyors  were  sent,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  business,  to  survey  this 
land,  and,  without  the  slightest  notice,  a  small 
section  of  the  tribe  came  down  upon  them.  They 
were  angry  and  annoyed,  not  at  the  surveyors, 
but  at  the  people  who  had  sold  the  land  away 
from  them.  Before  they  fired  they  called  otit, 
"  Pakeha,  go  away ;  we  don't  want  to  shoot  you." 
That  was  the  sound  that  met  the  ears  of  the 
surveyors,  and  they  fired  at  a  person  who,  in 
appearance,  i^  darker  than  an  ordinary  half-caste. 
I  can  assure  the  House  that  the  chiefs  in  no  way 
identiBed  themselves  with  this  movement,  nor 
does  it  in  the  slightest  degree  possess  political  sig- 
nificance. No  doubt  some  honorable  members,  such 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont  and  the 
honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth,  would  urge 
the  Government  to  take  active  measures  to  arrest 
these  men ;  but  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
which  honorable  members  are  probably  not  aware. 
For  instance,  I  had  a  conversation  with  one  of 
the  commanding  officers  who  would  probably 
Mr.  W.  J.  Rursf 


have  been  sent  up  to  cope  with  the  difficoltj,  and 
he  said,  "  If  Mr.  Sheehan  had  given  us  permis- 
sion, we  would  have  gone  up.'*  I  said,  "  I  sup- 
pose, if  you  had  gone  up,  you  would  have  secured 
these  two  people ;"  and  he  answered,  "  No ;  we 
should  have  shot  every  one  of  them."  But  under 
present  circumstances  the  Government  could  not 
interfere.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  what  troablet 
may  not  arise  out  of  a  small  circumstance  like 
that ;  and  I  think  the  Government  were  prudent 
in  coming  down  to  this  House  before  taking  any 
decisive  action  in  the  matter.  I  have  been  read- 
ing some  of  the  speeches  delivered  last  session 
upon  the  poi^ition  of  Native  affairs,  and  I  quite 
agree  with  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine, 
who  well  expressed  the  principle  so  generally 
admitted  in  the  House  when  Sir  Donald  McLean 
held  the  position  of  Native  Minister — ^namely, 
that  Native  afi*aira  should  never  form  the  subject 
of  party  discussion.  The  question  is  too  serious 
to  be  treated  in  that  manner.  It  is  a  oontinuous 
question,  which  should  be  treated  by  succes- 
sive Governments  in  the  manner  its  importance 
demands,  without  being  made  a  party  question. 
I  regret  to  see  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  inter- 
fere with  that  excellent  principle,  because,  let  roe 
ask,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  a  Native  war? 
It  simply  means  ruin  and  destruction  of  all  our 
hopes  for  some  time  to  come.  We  are  not  pre- 
pared for  such  a  war  as  the  Natives  can  wage 
against  us.  And  then  the  Native  Minister  is 
held  up  as  heretical  because  he  paid  a  high 
tribute  to  the  chief  Rewi.  Why,  Sir,  I  think 
that  was  a  very  creditable  act.  What  did  Sir 
Donald  McLean  do  ?  If  my  memory  serves  me 
right,  he  waited  six  weeks  at  Alexandra  to  see 
this  chief,  and  then  onl^  had  the  pleasure  of 
sliaking  hands  with  Rewi,  who  did  it  in  a  very 
sour  way.  But  what  did  Rewi  do  when  the 
recent  outrage  at  the  Thames  took  place?  Ho 
mounted  his  horse  and  went  to  the  Thames  in 
order  to  assist  in  arresting  the  people  who  had 
committed  a  breach  of  the  peace.  That  is  an 
important  fact  in  connection  with  Native  affairs 
at  the  present  time,  and  Biwi  further  gare 
instructions  that  if  these  pccpio  attempted  to 
pass  the  frontier  they  wen-  to  be  arrested  and 
handed  over  to  justice.  Now,  all  these  st«p8 
having  been  taken,  I  fail  to  see  how  the  Govern- 
ment can  be  held  responsible.  I  think  they  have 
done  an  enormous  amount  of  good  in  theintaresta 
of  the  North  li-land ;  aud,  whatever  his  faolta 
may  be,  I  hold  that  no  member  of  this  House 
has  done  more  than  the  Hon.  the  Native  Minis- 
ter towards  securing  that  much-desired  object 
of  completing  the  railway  to  connect  the  north 
part  of  the  Island  with  Taranaki.  Once  get  that 
railway  carried  through,  and  wo  shall  not  onlj 
advance  the  commercial  interests  of  the  colonj, 
but  its  civilizing  influences  will  for  ever  set  at 
rest  all  possibility  of  a  Native  war.  I  appeal  to 
honorable  members  to  assist  in  arriving  at  this 
great  object.  The  Native  Minister  cannot,  at  the 
present  moment,  openly  state  everything  that  has 
been  done.  The  moment  he  did  that,  many 
influences  would  be  brought  to  bear  against  him, 
because  there  are  jealousies  amongst  the  Maoris 
as  well  as  amongst  the  Europeans.     Kewi  is 
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eDdeaToaring  to  get  the  railway  made,  but  there 
•re  manj  other  Bubtle  Maoris  who  would  throw 
impediments  in  the  waj  if  they  were  trade  aware 
of  all  tliat  is  being  done.  I  find  that  I  hare 
exceeded  the  time  1  had  allotted  mjself,  and  I 
will  now  conclude  by  thanking  honorable  mem- 
bers for  the  kindness  and  consideration  they  hare 
shown  me.  As  a  new  member,  I  feel  a  degree  of 
diffidence  in  placing  my  views  before  the  House, 
surrounded  as  I  am  by  honorable  members  of 
much  greater  age  and  experience  than  myself, 
whose  names  form  part  and  parcel  of  the  history 
of  the  colony;  but,  although  tliey  may  surpass 
me  in  ability — as  they  do  in  eloquence  to  enforce 
their  arguments — I  yield  to  none  in  the  patriotic 
desire  to  faithfully  discharge  those  duties  wliich 
the  constituency  I  represent  has  placed  in  my 
bands,  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  colony, 
and  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  its 
people. 

Mr.  HALL. — Mr.  Speaker,  although  myself  in 
one  sense  a  young  member  of  this  House,  I 
cannot  forbear  addressing  a  few  words  of  con- 
gratulation to  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
Address  in  Bepl^  on  this  occasion.  The  mover 
is  a  gentleman  with  whom  it  had  been  my  privi- 
lege to  iit  in  the  Prorincial  Council  of  Canter- 
bury for  many  years.  I  am  sure  he  will  not 
object  to  my  saving  that  he  is  essentially  a  work- 
ing-man. He  18  a  man  of  whom  his  class  may 
indeed  be  proud.  He  has  worthily  represented 
their  interests  elsewhere,  and  I  am  sure  will  do 
•o  here.  During  the  time  I  have  sat  with  him 
in  the  Provincial  Council  ho  has  always  shown 
the  same  fair,  calm,  and  temperate  spirit  which 
he  evinced  throughout  his  speech  this  afternoon. 
As  for  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  seconder  of 
the  Address,  I  think  the  old  members  of  this 
House  will  agree  with  me  in  saying  that  we  have 
seldom  heard  a  better  maiden  speech  than  was 
delivered  by  that  honorable  gentleman.  I  only 
hope  that  the  speeches  which  will  be  made 
throughout  this  debate  may  breathe  the  same 
moderate  tone  and  the  same  patriotic  spirit  as  were 
evinced  by  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West.  While  stating  tliip,  I  am  unable  to 
agree  with  some  of  his  statements,  but,  speaking 
generally,  I  really  find  very  little  to  differ  from  in 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  member.  There  are 
one  or  two  points  with  regard  to  which  I  am  not 
able  to  agree  with  him.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man referred  to  figures  to  prove  that  the  party 
with  which  he  is  connected  really  represent  the 
large  mass  of  the  people  of  this  country.  I  think 
thin«  was  a  discrepancy  between  hi:t  figures  and  his 
arguments.  He  stated  that  the  honorable  mem- 
bers for  the  City  of  Christchurch  and  Auckland 
City  West,  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the  Ad- 
dress, represented  a  certain  number  of  votes — 
as  many  in  fact  as  eleven  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. Well,  that  is  a  very  partial  view  of  the 
case.  In  the  first  place,  I  contend  that  the 
number  of  votes  reconied  is  not  always  a  correct 
test  of  the  population  represented,  because,  owing 
to  accidental  circumstances,  some  of  the  electortu 
rolls  may  not  be  complete;  and  in  centres  of 
population,  like  Auckland  and  Christchurch,  it  is 
moeb  eaeier  for  the  electors  to  record  their  votes 


than  it  is  in  country  districts.  The  honorable 
gentleman  al^o  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  the 
number  of  votes  he  mentioned  did  not  represent 
those  who  voted  for  himself  alone,  but  three  other 
members. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST.  — One  other  member; 
there  is  only  one  other  member  for  Auckland 
City  West. 

Mr.  HALL.— And  two  for  Cliristchurch.  The 
large  centres  do  not  begin  and  end  with  Auck- 
land City  West  and  Christchurch  ;  there  arc 
other  large  centres  of  population  in  the  colony. 
For  instance,  there  is  the  City  of  Wellington, 
with  a  population  of  19,000.  What  does  the 
population  of  Wellington  say  ?  It  is  represented 
by  two  members.  One  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eighty-five  votes  were  polled  for  Mr.  Levin, 
and  his  honorable  colleague  obtained  only  880 
votes.  I  say  that  the  voice  of  the  population  of 
the  Cit  J  of  Wellinglon  was  decidedly  in  favour  of 
the  Opposition.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  City 
of  Christchurch.  It  has  a  popmation  of  23,000. 
The  number  of  voters  on  the  roll  is  4,202,  and 
of  this  number  only  2,500  polled.  Of  those 
who  polled,  the  Premier  obtained  1,315  votes; 
Mr.  Stevens,  1,250;  and  Mr.  Andrews,  1,250. 
It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  in  that  large  con- 
frtituency,  there  was  only  a  difference  of  sixty- 
five  Totei  between  the  number  polled  for  the 
Prime  Minister  himself  and  for  the  member  who 
represents  entirely  different  political  opinions. 
In  that  large  centre  of  population  public  opinion 
was  therefore  pretty  fairly  d i vided.  Then  we  come 
to  the  City  of  Dunedin,  the  population  of  which 
is  22,490.  How  does  it  stand  ?  With  regard  to 
the  City  of  Dunedin,  tlio  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  than  whom,  I  suppose,  no  man  could  have 
stronger  personal  claims  upon  any  Otago  con- 
stituency, thought  it  prudent  to  retire  from  the 
representation  of  the  City  of  Dunedin. — (No.) 
— Well,  I  think  events  justified  my  honorable 
friend's  calculations.  Every  one  of  the  members 
returned  by  that  populous  city  belongs  to  the 
Opposition.  I  think  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Auckland  City  West  evidently  did 
not  go  far  enough  in  his  calculations.  To  put 
the  matter  fairly,  in  the  centres  of  population  in 
the  North  there  is  a  preponderance  of  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  Government ;  in  tliose  in  the 
centre,  opinion  was  pretty  evenly  divided ;  and 
in  the  South,  public  opinion  was  strongly  opposed 
to  the  Government. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbee. — What  about  the  West 
Coast? 

Mr.  HALL. — We  do  not  know  rightly  yet  how 
the  West  Coast  votes  are  to  go.  Then  the  honor- 
able gentleman  stated  that  the  Opposition  had 
adoptrd  a  somewhat  unpatriotic  course  in  at  once 
bringing  forward  this  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
— that  we  should  rather  have  gone  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Government  measures,  and 
endeavoured  to  mould  them  into  a  shape  in 
which  we  could  pass  them.  If  the  Opposition 
had  desired  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  would  give 
them  the  greatest  party  advantage,  that  is  pre- 
cisely the  course  they  would  have  adopted.  They 
would  have  waited  until  the  Government  had  sub- 
mitted their  programme,  and  no  doubt  they  would 
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hare  found  in  it  a  great  deal  to  condemn,  a  great 
deal  with  "wbicli  many  supporters  even  of  the 
GoTernment  would  have  fouud  fault.  The  Oppo- 
sition would  have  found  it  exceedingly  easy  to 
embarrass  the  GoTernraent  to  a  very  considerable 
extent.  If  we  had  sought  a  party  advantage,  that 
is  the  course  we  should  have  adopted.  But  I  say, 
for  myself  and  those  who  are  acting  with  me, 
that  that  is  not  the  spirit  in  which  we  approach 
the  consideration  of  this  question.  Sir,  what  i^ 
the  position  in  which  we  stand  ?  The  lost  House 
of  Representatives,  by  a  very  large  mojority,  had 
declared  that  the  Government  had  deservedly 
forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  country.  The 
Government,  by  the  permission  of  Hi«»  Excel- 
lency, appealed  from  this  decision  to  the  country 
at  large,  and  we,  the  members  of  this  House, 
are  the  result  of  that  appeal.  I  say,  altogether 
irrespective  of  party  considerations,  it  was  our 
bounden  duty,  at  the  earliest  practicable  and 
convenient  moment,  to  bring  to  an  issue  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  the  Government  dops 
represent  the  opinions  of  the  people — whether 
or  not  the  Government  does  possess  the  con- 
fidence of  this  House.  Sir,  I  have  now  to  move, 
as  an  amendment,  the  following  addition  to  the 
Address  in  Reply :  *'  Whilst,  however,  we  are 
prepared  to  give  effect  to  the  liberal  measures 
desired  by  the  country,  we  feel  bound  to  sub- 
mit to  your  Excellency  that  your  Excellency's 
Gt>Temment,  as  at  present  constituted,  does 
not  possess  the  confidence  of  this  House."  In 
speaking  to  this  amendment,  I  cannot  avoid 
going  over  ground  which,  during  the  last  ses- 
sion and  also  during  the  elections,  has  been 
travelled  over  before;  but  I  assure  the  House 
that  I  will  do  so  as  briefly  as  possible.  And  I 
only  do  so  because  I  should  not  be  justified  in 
submitting  an  amendment  of  this  importance 
without  placing  on  record,  as  briefly  as  possible, 
some  of  the  grounds  why  I  think  it  should  be 
adopted.  The  first  charge  against  the  Govern- 
ment is  this :  Whereas  they  came  into  oflSce 
with — I  may  say,  to  a  certain  extent,  "got"  into 
oflSce  by  —  large  professions  of  economy,  they 
have  failed  to  give  effect  to  those  professions.  I 
remember  the  terms  in  which  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter indulged  in  regard  to  the  extravagant  cost 
of  the  Civil  Service  of  this  colony.  On  several 
occasions  ho  declared  in  his  place  in  this  House 
that  he  could,  without  prejudice  to  the  public 
service,  reduce  the  annual  expenditure  by  no  less 
a  sum  than  £100,000.  He  stated  that,  §o  satis- 
fied was  ho  of  the  truth  of  that  statement,  he 
would  be  prepared,  in  half  an  hour,  to  bring 
down  a  scheme  which  would,  without  prejudice 
to  the  public  service,  reduce  the  cost  of  it  by 
£100,000.  That  statement  will  bo  in  the  recol- 
lection of  every  honorable  member  who  had  then 
a  seat  in  this  House.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man and  his  colleagues  hare  now  been  in  oflSce 
for  two  years ;  and  have  they  fulfilled  the  pro- 
mise which  the  honorable  gentleman  then  made  ? 
During  the  first  year  of  their  tenure  of  office, 
it  has  been  shown  most  distinctly,  by  figures 
quoted  by  my  honorable  friend  on  my  left 
(Major  Atkinson),  that  the  cost  of  the  Civil 
Service  of  this  country  was  not  only  not  reduced, 
Mr.  Hall 


but  was  actually  increased  by  a  sum  of  about 
£8,000  a  year.  There  might  have  been  some 
excuse  for  this  the  first  year.  Next  year  the  cost, 
instead  of  being  diminished,  was  again  increased, 
ajid  the  estimates  were  £15,0CK)  more  than  thcF 
were  when  tliose  gentlemen  came  into  office.  It 
is  not  only,  however,  by  their  general  failure  to 
perform  their  promises,  but  by  extravagance 
within  their  own  personal  control,  that  I  say  the 
Government  have  forfeited  the  confidence  of  this 
House.  The  Prime  Minister  stated,  at  a  meeting 
in  this  city,  that  they  were  prevented  from  reduc- 
ing the  salaries  of  Ministers  by  the  refusal  of  this 
House  to  agree  to  the  proposal.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  a  Tcry  great  point  was  made  of  that 
proposed  reduction.  The  Prime  Minister  said  the 
Government,  being  anxious  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
the  Civil  Service,  would  commence  with  them- 
selves. But  what  was  the  nature  of  their  pro- 
posal to  this  House  ?  How  was  it  made  ?  We 
all  know  that  a  Government  can  submit  a  pro- 
posal to  Parliament  in  a  variety  of  ways.  They 
can  submit  a  proposal  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
show  the  House  that  they  are  determined  to 
carry  it  through  —  and  the  Gbvemment  could 
have  carried  that  proposal  through  if  they  had 
chosen  to  do  so.  They  may,  on  the  other  hand, 
throw  a  proposal  down  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  ana  leave  the  House  to  do  what  it  likes 
with  it;  and  I  think  I  shall  be  speaking  the 
conviction  of  all  those  members  who  were  present 
when  this  proposal  was  submitted  if  I  say  the 
latter  was  the  mode  in  which  this  Government 
dealt  with  the  proposal  to  reduce  their  salaries. 
The  proposal  was  no  sooner  made  than  a  yeir 
steady  supporter  of  the  Government,  whom  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  in  the  House  at  the 
present  time,  rose  and  moved  an  amendment  that 
the  proposition  should  be  reiected.  That  amend- 
ment was  seconded  by  another  steady  supporter 
of  the  Government.  I  do  not  say  that  those 
gentlemen  had  had  any  previous  communication 
with  the  Government  on  the  subject,  but  the  fact 
remains  that  the  amendment  was  mored  and 
seconded  by  supporters  of  the  Government,  and 
was  carried  against  the  Government.  And  what 
was  the  result  ?  Did  the  Government  bring  that 
proposal  down  again  ?  No  ;  we  have  never  eren 
heard  of  it  since.  But  in  what  way  did  the 
Government  deal  with  these  gentlemen  who  had 
thus  inflicted  a  grievous  defeat  upon  them,  and 
effaced  one  of  the  best  features  of  their  policy  ? 
Why,  Sir,  as  soon  as  ever  the  session  was  otct, 
those  two  gentlemen  were  punished  by  being 
made  Justices  of  the  Peace.  Does  that  show 
the  great  desire  of  the  Gk>vernment  to  effect  that 
piece  of  economy  ?  I  next  complain  of  the  ex- 
pense to  which  Ministers  have  put  the  country 
by  the  unreasonable  use  they  liave  mode  of  the 
Government  steamers.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that,  occasionally,  in  cases  of  emergency  or  ur- 
gency, it  is  not  justifiable  and  proper  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  use  such  steamers  for  the  conreyance 
of  Ministers.  But  that  is  not  what  has  been  done. 
It  has  been  a  systematic  thing,  and  almost  a  matter 
of  course,  for  the  Government  to  constantly  use 
these  steamers  to  convey  them  from  one  port  of 
the  colony  to  another,  when  they  oould  just  as 
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well  hare  gone  bj  private  Bt^amen,  at  one-tenth 
the  cost.  Thnt.  I  say,  is  a  piece  of  extruTagance 
uiterlj  unjustifiable.  TlieD,  as  to  ilie  expeDdi- 
ture  in  relaiion  to  Native  affaire.  What  may 
bare  been  the  total  amount  of  that  expeuditurti 
ve  do  not  exactly  know;  but  I  hope  we  shall 
know  it  before  h>ug.  In  fa'-t,  I  feel  sure,  this 
Hoo^eis  determined  to  know  it.  This,  however,  we 
do  know  :  that  tiie  Native  Minister  acknowledges 
that  he  has  over  expended  the  voles  for  liis  de- 
partment by  £20,000  during  the  last  year.  Has 
there  been  anything  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  to  ju^tify  such  an  enormous  expendi- 
ture? We  know  that  large  oums  of  money  have 
been  consumed  upon  Native  ntlierings  and 
Native  feasts,  and — what  shall  I  say? — miscel- 
laneous expenditure,  to  an  extent  which  I  beliere 
to  be  without  precedent,  and  certainly  without 
excuse.  And  what  have  we  got  for  all  this  large 
Native  expenditure  ?  What  is  the  re-ult  of  it  ? 
Is  the  condition  of  Native  affairs  better  at  the 
present  time  than  it  was  when  those  gentlemen 
came  into  office  two  yeare  ago?  Is  the  condition 
of  Native  aflairs  even  as  good  now  as  it  was  theu  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb.— Yes. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  admire  the  sanguine  disposi- 
tion of  my  honorable  friend,  who,  in  the  face  of 
what  we  read  day  by  day  in  t  he  columns  of  the 
newspapers,  can  say  that  the  condition  of  Native 
aifairs  is  even  as  good  now  as  it  was  two  yeare  ago. 
Two  years  ago  the  Native  question  was — to  use  a 
common  expression — to  be  the  great  card  of  the 

S resent  (Government.  The  great  personal  in- 
aence  of  the  Prime  Mini)>ter  and  of  the  Native 
Minister  was  to  bring  about  such  a  settlement  of 
the  Native  difficulty  as  could  be  obtained  in 
no  other  way.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  when 
tlK)«e  gentlemen  came  into  office  Native  affairs 
had  arrived  at  that  condition  in  which  we  should 
wish  to  see  them ;  but  I  do  say  that,  under  the 
wise,  careful,  and  prudent  management  of  the 
late  Sir  Donald  McLean,  they  had  been  improv- 
ing from  day  to  day  and  year  to  year,  and,  had 
be  been  spared  to  us,  I  have  no  doubt  they  would 
now  be  in  a  most  satisfactory  condition.  But 
this  Govemmont  were  not  content  to  go  on  in 
the  careful  and  prudent  manner  in  which  Sir 
Donald  McLean  dealt  with  the  Native  question. 
They  wished  to  raise  up  for  themselves  a  great 
reputation  for  having  settled  off-hand  the  Native 
difficulty,  and  being  able  to  announce  that  "at 
last"  peace  was  established  throughout  Iheaolony. 
And  what  is  the  consequence  ?  iSo  far  as  I  can 
gather,  the  Maori  King  is  now  in  a  condition  of 
mors  distinct  and  pronounced  antagonism  to  the 
Government  than  he  was  when  those  gentlemen 
came  into  office,  and  there  will  be  more  difficulty 
in  getting  him  to  recede  from  that  position  than 
when  thoae  gentlemen  obtained  tne  reins  of 
power.  A  great  deal  has  been  made  of  the  conces- 
sions whicH  are  said  to  have  been  obtained  from  the 
great  chief  Rewi ;  but  I  want  to  know  what  those 
concessions  are,  and  what  advantages  have  really 
been  obtained.  We  have  heard  nothing  officially 
about  them,  and  I  cannot  but  think  that,  if 
peat  success  bad  attended  the  efforts  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen,  we  should  have  had  papers 
-  pboed  on  the  table  giving  us  official  intimation 
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of  the  fact.  The  absence  of  such  papera  makea 
me  believe  that  the  Native  Minister  has  reallv 
obtained  no  considerable  advantage.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  west  coast  of  this  Island :  Have 
the  Government  been  successful  there?  I  will 
not  dwell  at  length  on  this  subject,  because  it 
has  already  been  gone  into,  but  I  may  say  thii 
much :  that  the  very  protection  of  the  farms 
and  the  homesteads  of  the  settlen  has  been  de 
volved  upon  themselves,  and,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  determination  and  courage,  mixed  with 
self-control  to  an  extent  beyond  aU  praise,  on  the 
part  of  those  settlere,  very  serious  and  disastrous 
results  might  have  ensued.  Then  the  Gk>vem- 
ment's  own  servants  —  their  surveyore— wore 
turned  off  the  land  which  they  were  surveying  on 
the  Waimate  Plains,  and  the  Qovernroent  have 
not  been  able  to  vindicate  their  authority  or 
restore  those  surveyon.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  Government  are  not  to  blame  for. the  state  of 
affairs  in  that  district — that  the  real  persons  with 
whom  the  blame  rests  are  their  predecessors. 
That  excuxe  we  might,  of  course,  expect.  In 
fact,  as  soon  as  any  of  us  heard  of  the  occur* 
rences  we  knew  that  that  would  be  said.  We 
knew  some  rea9on  would  be  found  to  exonerate 
Ministere.  Of  coune  some  previously-undis- 
covered  promises  were  found,  and  they  were 
advanced  as  the  j*eason  for  all  this  trouble.  But 
I  will  call  a  witness  who  will  give  us  some  in- 
formation on  the  subject — a  witness,  too,  who  ia 
favourable  to  the  Government.  He  is  a  corre- 
spondent sent  to  that  part  of  the  country  by 
a  newspaper  favourable  to  the  Government  — 
which  at  any  rate  receives  Government  advertise* 
ments.  He  describes  an  interview  he  had  with 
Te  Whiti,  and  gives  a  true  account  of  the  whole 
affair.  He  also  very  wisely  endeavoured  to  ob- 
tain information  from  the  settlera  themselves. 
This  is  the  account  he  gives  of  part  of  an 
interview  between  Te  Whiti  and  Mr.  James 
Mackay : — 

*'  A  long  discussion  then  took  place,  in  which 
Te  Whiti  asserted  that  the  reason  the  surveyors 
had  been  turned  off  the  Plains  was  because  the 
Government  had  promised  that  the  Native  culti- 
vations should  not  be  touched,  and  that  reserves 
should  be  set  apart  for  their  use. 

**  Mr.  Mackay  said  the  Qovernment  intended 
that  that  should  be  done. 

**  Te  Whiti  replied  he  did  not  believe  anything 
of  the  kind,  or  the  Government  would  not  have 
ordered  the  surveyors  to  cut  up  their  cultivations 
in  the  way  they  had  done.  Even  Titokowam's 
garden,  he  said,  the  surveyore  had  been  through, 
and  had  put  pegs  in  close  to  the  door  of  his 
house. 

'*  Mr.  Mackay  tried  to  explain  that  the  surrey 
of  the  Plains  did  not  mean  that  Government 
intended  to  take  it  and  sell  it,  but  it  was  neoes- 
sary  to  mark  the  land  off,  so  that  each  person 
should  know  what  portion  of  it  belonged  to  him. 

"  Te  Whiti  said  he  could  not  credit  that ;  they 
had  not  consulted  him  in  any  way  about  the  land 
or  the  survey,  and  he  felt  that  the  (Government 
were  going  to  leave  them  destitute." 

Then  Te  Whiti  goes  on  to  complain  of  broken 
Qt>Tenunent  promises.   Thatis  the  acoount  gitiQ 
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\j  a  wiineM  wbo  if  bj  no  maftni  nniaTODrable 
to  the  GbverniiMiit,  and  it  it  manifMt  from  it 
that  it  wa«  the  UuDilrring  of  the  OoTemment 
iteelf  which  flnt  led  to  the^urTejorsbemg  turned 
off  tlie  Jand.  I  will  not  so  (urtlier  into  this 
Native  quettion.  I  hope  honorable  (e^ittleinen 
from  the  North  I^lana,  who  mutt  be  better 
acquainted  witli  it  than  I  can  pofviblj  be,  will 
take  up  the  tuhject;  but  thit  I  ateert — I  will  not 
■ajr  without  fear  of  contradiction,  for  of  oourte 
I  thall  be  contradii-trd — that  there  it  a  ttate  of 
ditoontent,  and  even  of  lawlettnett,  amoogtt  I  he 
Nativei  at  the  present  time  which  did  not  exitt 
when  thit  Goyernment  came  into  ofBce.  In  one 
re»peot  we  are  oertainlj  indebted  to  them  for 
what  thejr  have  done.  Ther  hare  tried  the  ei- 
periment  of  goreming  the  Natiret  bj  meant  of 
the  pereonal  influence  of  the  Native  Minii*ter 
more  than  it  hat  ever  been  tried  before,  and  the 
colony  it  utterlj  tired  of  the  attempt  to  govern 
the  Nativet  in  that  way.  The  whole  colony 
demands  that  an  end  thall  be  put  to  the  dark- 
nett  and  mytterj  which  hangt  over  the  Native 
OiBoe— that  it  thall  be  put  an  end  to,  and  tliat, 
as  far  at  pottible,  the  Natives  shtU  be  governed 
in  the  tame  waj  as  Europeans.  The  people  de- 
mand that  the  sjttem  of  Native  manigement  bj 
tlie  personal  influence  of  a  particular  Minister 
shall  not  be  stereotyped,  but  that  the  Natives 
•hall  be  gradually  trained  to  understand  and 
appreciate  our  institutions,  so  that  they  may  be 
inade  one  people  with  us,  living  under  one  Gk>- 
Temment,  and  obeying  one  set  of  laws.  That  I 
believe  to  be  the  feeling  not  only  of  the  Euro- 
peans, but  of  the  Natives  themselves;  and  I 
believe  tliat,  if  the  Government  had  availed  them- 
selves more  than  they  have  done  of  the  services 
of  leading  Natires,  they  would  have  found  such  a 
system  most  beneficial  to  the  country.  If  they 
had  made  these  leading  chiefs  the  means  of  com- 
munieation  with  the  Natives  generally,  and  «o 
had  conveyed  to  them  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
Temment,  they  would,  I  believe,  have  secured 
great  advantages.  I  will  now  come  to  the  ques- 
tion of  finance.  Now,  what  is  the  condition 
of  the  finances  of  the  colony?  That  is  what 
everybody  wantt  to  know,  and  the  general  com- 
plaint it,  that  we  have  to  veir  little  information 
on  the  subject.  All  we  do  know  is,  that  there 
it  a  very  large  deficiency.  I  do  not  blame  the 
Government  becaute  of  the  fact  that  there  it  a 
deficiency,  but  I  do  blame  them  for  making  an 
utterly  imprudent  ettimate  of  the  revenue  that 
was  likely  to  accrue,  especially  from  the  tale  of 
the  waste  landi,  and  for  turning  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  warnings,  which  were  poured  in  upon  them 
from  erery  side,  that  there  wat  not  the  slightest 
probability  of  the  land  revenue  yielding  the 
sum  which  they  had  put  down.  While  on  the 
subject  of  finance,  1  will  refer  to  the  Loan 
Bill  of  last  session.  I  have  been  present  at 
the  passing  of  many — I  may  say  of  almost  all 
the  Loan  Bills  which  have  been  passed  by  this 
liCgisIature ;  and  honorable  members  who  have 
been  placed  in  the  same  position  will  bear  me  out 
when  I  say  that  it  has  been  the  invariable  prac- 
tice, when  a  loon  was  proposed,  that  it  should  be 
preceded  by  »  review  of  the  flnanoial  position 
Mr.aaU 


of  the  colony  —  a  statement  setting  forth  oar 
expenditure,  our  income,  our  resources,  oar 
indebtetlncit,  how  that  indebtedness  had  been 
created,  how  the  money  wat  spent,  how  it  was 
proposed  to  spend  the  new  loan,  and  what  oor 
ability  was  to  bear  the  burden  of  it.  And  if  ever 
there  was  a  time  when  it  was  desirable  tlmt  such 
a  statement  should  be  made,  it  was  wh«n  tiiit 
House  was  asked  to  patt  a  Loan  Bill  f«<r  a  larfer 
amount  tiian  had  ever  been  passed  before.  Bat 
what  actually  took  piace  F  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  under  the  peculiar  ciroumttanres  of  the  last 
session  it  would  have  been  reasonable  to  ex^iect 
so  copious  a  Financial  Statement  as  is  usually  pre- 
sent4^d  to  the  House.  The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  did  not  give  so  full  a  Statement  as  lie  gave 
the  previous  year,  but  he  gare  a  saiisiactory  sum- 
mary of  the  proposals  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  1 
certainly  expected  that  we  should  have  had  placed 
before  ut  some  intelligible  statement  of  oor 
financial  position,  either  when  the  Loan  Bill  came 
down,  or  afterwards,  when  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  Supply.  But  what  took  place? 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  held  a  few  papers  in  his 
hand.  He  read  part  of  one,  and  I  think  he  read 
a  clause  of  what  was  intended  to  be  an  Appro- 
priation Bill,  and  then,  to  mj  amasement,  the 
honorable  gentleman  sat  down.  I  thou^t  I 
must  have  made  some  mistake  in  the  matter, 
and  when  I  reoeiyed  Sansard  I  turned  to  the 
place  where  the  Financial  Statement  is  invari- 
ably to  be  found,  and  there  I  saw  this  strange 
announcement : — 

"  As  the  honorable  member  was  apparently 
reading  the  Statement,  and  at  Financui  State- 
mentt  had  alwayt  previoutly  been  tupplied  to 
HoMsardt  the  reporter  in  the  gallery  did  not  take 
notes.  The  Statement  not  having  been  supplaed« 
and  no  report  having  been  taken,  tliere  u  no 
record  of  it." 

I  am  not  surprised  that  honorable  members 
should  laugh,  but  really  this  is  no  laughing  matter. 
We  are  going  to  the  London  money  market,  where 
the  amount  of  our  indebtedness  is  already  at* 
tracting  very  serious  attention,  to  apply  for  a 
larger  loan  tiian  we  have  ever  applied  for  before. 
Prudent  men,  before  lending  their  money,  will 
require  to  be  fuUv  informed  of  the  condition  of 
the  colon jv  ftod  wnen  they  know  that  it  hat  been 
cuttoroary  to  tend  Home  a  printed  copy  of  the 
Financial  Statement,  they  will  naturally  look  to 
Mansard  for  it ;  and  this  it  the  only  mention 
tliey  will  find  of  the  tubject.  Now,  I  ask  liiis 
House  whether  such  a  proceeding  as  that  b  not 
enough  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the  House  and 
the  country  in  the  capacity  of  the  Government  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  finance.  The  next  oom- 
plaint  I  have  to  make  against  the  Government  is, 
that  they  have  tamper^  with  one  of  the  most 
valuable  institutions  which  any  free  country  can 
possess — and  that  is,  the  public  Press.  I  am  but 
repeating  a  truism  when  I  say  that  tlie  public 
Prett  it  the  bulwark  of  our  liberties,  and  that 
without  a  free,  independent,  and  honest  public 
Press  you  can  have  no  security  for  the  hone»ty  of 
the  Government  or  for  a  diligent  and  honest  ad- 
ministration of  afbdrs.  The  Government,  it  is 
true,  eannot  take  money  irom  the  pubUo  eKest  to 
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openlj  Bubddize  particular  newspaperB,  bat  they 
hare  the  riglit  of  giving  Ch>rernment  advert  i!»e- 
ments  to  ne^wspapers;  and  gentlemen  conneHed 
with  the  Press  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that 
the  advertising  is  the  most  lucrative  part  of  their 
basin<>se.  Now,  the  Q^ovemment  has,  in  the  most 
nnbla^hing  manner,  endeavoured  to  iDfluence  the 
public  Press  by  means  of  Government  advertise- 
ments. In  W^llinicton  a  Ck>vemment  newspaper 
was  established  about  eight<>en  months  ago,  the 
principal  shareholders  in  which  were  members 
of  the  Gt> vem men t  themselves ;  and  no  sooner 
was  that  done  than  the  Government  advertise- 
ments were  taken  away  from  the  oldest  news- 
paper in  the  city  and  given  to  the  newly- 
eslablished  newspaper.  I  would  ask  whether 
that  is  the  way  to  encourage  a  free  and  in- 
dependent Press.  This  practice,  of  course,  was 
not  ronfined  to  Wellington.  In  Christchurch 
exBctly  the  same  kind  of  thing  was  done.  The 
Government  advertisements  were  let  by  contract 
op  to  a  certain  date,  and  after  the  contract  had 
expired  the  Opposition  paper  applied  for  a  share 
of  the  Government  advertising.  It  was  refused ; 
tnd  to  this  day  the  Government  advertisements 
ire  given  to  the  Government  newspaper,  and 
absolutely  refosed  to  the  newspaper  which  does 
not  support  the  Government.  That  is  not  only 
unfair  as  between  one  newspaper  and  another, 
but  it  is  grossly  unfair  to  the  public,  for  whose 
benefit  these  advertisements  are  inserted.  Why, 
Sir,  what  is  the  object  of  advertising  ?  It  is  that 
the  matter  adrertised  ^hall  become  known  to  the 
public  at  large,  and  not  to  one  section  only.  If 
economy  is  the  object,  the  Government  should 
give  the  advertisements  to  one  paper  to-day  and 
to  the  other  to-morrow.  In  that  way  people  of 
both  sides  in  politics  would  have  a  chance  of 
knowing  what  the  Government  advertisements 
contained.  The  lai>t  copy  of  the  Press  1  received 
contains  very  nearly  two  columns  of  Government 
sdvertieementB,  which  are  inserted  gratuitously 
in  order  that  its  readers  may  not  be  deprived 
of  that  information  which  these  Government 
advertisements  contain.  And  what  has  been 
done  in  Wellington  and  in  Christchurch  has 
been  done  all  over  the  colony.  I  will  only 
briefly  allude  to  the  way  in  which  the  €h)- 
vemment  has  influenced  the  public  Press  —  I 
will  not  say  bribed,  although  that  term  would 
not  be  too  strong  —  by  means  of  the  advan- 
tages which  the  special-wire  arrangement  gave 
to  certain  newspapers.  In  Christchurch  the  pro- 
prietors of  one  newspaper  have  to  pay  £1,200 
a  jear  for  what  the  Government  newspaper  gets 
for  £300.  Beally  it  seems  difficult  to  believe  that 
a  free  people  should  so  long  have  tolerated  such  a 
gross  and  scandalous  abuse  of  power.  My  next 
complaint  against  the  Government  is  their  arbi- 
trary treatment  of  the  Civil  servants.  This  sub- 
ject was  referred  to  by  Sir  William  Fox  in  intro- 
aacing  the  vote  of  want  of  confiilence  last  ses- 
sion, and,  amongst  other  in9tances,  he  mentioned 
the  ease  of  Mr.  Booth,  who  had  been  put  on 
trial  and  dealt  with  in  a  very  harsh  and  unjust 
manner.  The  Native  Minister,  in  reply  to  the 
diai^,  said  that  not  only  had  Mr.  Booth  been 
leiintated,  bafe  that  he  bad  been  placed  in  % 


higher  position,  with  a  higher  salary.  These 
nre  the  honorable  gentleman's  own  words :  "  Mr. 
Booth  is  now  cccupjing  a  higher  position,  with  a 
higher  salary,  and  I  have  his  own  personal  assur- 
ance that  never,  since  he  has  been  in  the  service 
of  the  Government,  has  he  had  such  consideration 
and  fair-play  as  he  has  received  from  me."  And 
this  statement,  in  regard  to  the  higher  salary,  is 
repeated  further  on  in  the  honorable  gentleman's 
vpeech.  Now,  that  was  an  important  statement 
for  a  Minister  to  make  to  this  House ;  bat  I  am 
informed  on  good  authority,  and  in  a  manner  so 
circumstantial  that  I  cannot  doubt  it,  that  the 
first  intimation  Mr.  Booth  had  of  any  increase 
in  his  salary  was  his  reading  that  statement  in 
Hansard.  I  would  not  repeat  that  assertion 
if  I  did  not  believe  it  to  be  true  ;  if  the  Govern- 
ment can  deny  its  truth  I  shall  be  glad  of  it : 
but  I  think  it  is  a  matter  that  ought  not  to 
be  lightly  passed  over.  Then,  Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment have  dealt  harshly  with  the  Civil  servants 
by  giving  to  Mr.  Lu'^kie  one  of  the  most  desirable 
appointments  in  the  gift  of  the  Gt>vemment. 
The  Civil  servants  are  not  overpaid,  as  we  know ; 
the  inducements  for  them  to  remain  in  the  ser- 
vice are  the  permanency  of  their  appointments, 
and  the  prospect,  as  years  go  on,  that  they  will 
rise  to  the  top  of  the  tree.  Therefore,  when  a 
valuable  appointment  beoomes  vacant  the  older 
members  of  the  Service  who  are  competent  to  fill 
it  have  a  fair  claim  to  the  promotion,  and  it  is  a 
great  injustice — a  wrong  to  the  colony — to  dis- 
courage the  Civil  servants,  and  pass  them  over  in 
order  to  appoint  a  gentleman  who  had  no  claim  to 
the  appointment  except  that  he  was  a  political 
writer  who  had  supported  the  Government.  I 
hear  several  honomble  gentlemen  say,  "  Oh,  oh  I  *' 
I  shall  be  glad  if  those  honorable  gentlemen  will 
mention  wiiat  other  claims  Mr.  Luckie  possessed. 
When  I  hear  that  he  had  had  anything  to  do  with 
life  insurance  before,  or  was  in  any  way  an  expert 
in  the  business,  I  shall  be  readv  to  withdraw  the 
statement  which  I  now  make,  that  in  their  action 
in  this  respect  the  Government  did  a  great 
wrong  to  the  Civil  Service.  The  next  complaint 
I  have  to  make  against  the  Government;  is  the 
extraordinary  neglect  which  has  pervaded  the 
administration  of  the  Department  of  Justice. 
I  will  only  cite  two  cases  out  of  very  many 
which  I  might  mention.  Down  at  Lyttelton  a 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  Resident  Magis- 
tracy. The  former  Resident  Magistrate  was 
about  to  retire  upon  a  pension.  Ue  gave  the 
Government  notice  months  beforehand  of  his 
intention,  and  the  people  of  Lyttelton  looked  for- 
ward very  naturally  with  great  anxiety  for  the 
appointment  of  a  successor.  Week  after  week 
and  month  after  month  went  by,  and  no  person 
was  appointed,  until  at  last  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate had  to  go  away,  and  leave  the  office  vacant. 
Now,  Lyttelton  is  a  seaport  town.  I  have  filled  the 
position  of  Resident  Magistrate  there  myself,  and 
know  the  great  necessity  for  a  Magistmte  being 
constantly  present,  as  shipping  cases  have  to  be 
dealt  with  summarily  which  cannot  well  be  post- 
poned. Not  only  did  the  Government  neglect  to 
make  the  appointment  until  after  the  ^sident 
Magistoate  had  gone,  but,  even  then,  week  after 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Aidreii  in  Beply. 


[HOUSE.]         Addreii  in  Beply.        [Sbpt.  80 


week  and  month  after  month  went  bj,  and,  in 
spite  of  applications  from  the  Town  Council,  ttie 
Ohamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Harbour  Board, 
and  of  tclfgrams  and  applications  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  all  kinds,  the  appointment  was  left  vacant 
for  nearly  six  months,  to  the  great  incoiiTcnience 
of  everybody  connected  witli  the  place.  I  hope 
we  sliall  not  be  told  that  the  Qovemment  could 
not  find  a  perxon  to  fill  the  office  of  Resident 
Magistrate.  If  there  is  owe  kind  of  ap|K>int- 
ment  for  which  there  are  a  greater  number  of 
candidates  than  any  other,  it  is  that  of  Resi- 
dent Magistrate ;  if  a  person  is  not  fit  for  any- 
thing else,  he  often  applies  for  the  situation  of 
Resident  Magistrate.  It  so  happens,  un'ortu- 
nately,  that  Lyttelton  is  perhaps  the  one  place 
in  the  colony  in  which  there  are  not  a  large 
number  of  Justices  of  the  Peace.  Generally 
■peaking,  they  are  as  thick  as  learcs  in  Yallom- 
brosa ;  but  mv  honorable  friend  the  Ma.vor  of 
Lyttelton,  ana,  I  believe,  one  other  gentleman 
•—a  medical  man — are  the  only  Jiistii^s  of  the 
Peace  re(>ident  there.  The  medical  man  is,  of 
course,  very  often  absent  on  his  professional  duties. 
There  are  a  great  many  cases  in  which  a  single 
Justice  cannot  act  by  himself;  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  cases  had  to  be  put  off*  day 
after  day,  and  I  am  told  that  even  lunatics 
had  to  be  confined  day  after  day  when  they 
might  have  been  released.  In  other  cases  pri- 
soners had  to  be  taken  to  Christchurch.  And 
all  because  the  GoTemment  could  not  find  time 
to  select,  from  the  many  candidates  whom,  no 
doubt,  they  had  at  their  disposal,  a  gentleman 
to  fill  the  appointment  of  Rei*ident  Magistrate  at 
Lyttelton.  Sir,  I  say  that  that  was  gross  and 
culpable  neglect.  Then  I  wilt  allude  to  a  case 
which  came  under  my  own  perwnal  knowledge— 
the  case  of  the  Addmgton  Gaol,  near  Cliristehurch. 
That  gaol,  when  not  overcrowded,  has  accommo- 
dation for  twentv-nine  prisoners.  The  average 
number  for  the  last  eighteen  months  has  been 
forty.  Now,  in  the  session  of  1878  I  personnlly 
brought  this  matter  over  and  over  again  under 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Justice.  Appli- 
cations were  also  made  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  the  gan*er  and  others,  until  at  last  he 
did  say  he  would  hare  a  sum  of  mon<y  placed  on 
the  estimates  ;  and  he  kept  hi«  promise  to  that 
extent.  But  in  ppite  of  my  repeated  applications 
that  sum  has  not  been  spent  to  the  present  day. 
Standing  side  by  side  with  this  gaol,  in  which 
there  is  such  insufficient  accominodMtion,  thert- 
is  a  large  concrete  building  capable  of  atTurd- 
inff  room  for  fifiy  or  sixiy  prisoners,  and  whicli 
only  requires  to  be  fitted  up  to  provide  mo«t 
ample  accommodation.  Yet  week  after  week  and 
month  after  month  hare  elapseti,  and,  altiu^ugli 
the  money  is  on  the  estimates  for  the  pnrp-me, 
and  though  the  GoTcrnmont  have  been  repeatedl.v 
applied  to,  we  have  not  been  able  to  get  out  of 
them  the  simple  authority  which  was  required 
to  enable  the  accommodation  to  l>e  furnished. 
These  are  samples  of  the  way  in  which  the 
Department  of  Justice  has  be^n  carried  on.  My 
next  complaint  against  the  Government  is  one 
which  has  made  perhaps  a  more  painful  im- 
pression on  me  than  any  other,  aud  it  is  as  to 
Mr.  Sail 


the  scandalous  manner  in  which  the  lunatics 
of  this  colony  have  been  treated.  If  tliere 
is  one  class  more  than  another  who,  I  think, 
have  a  strong  claim  upon  our  sympathies  ifc 
is  those  pooi*  creatures  brrefl  of  their  reason, 
who  are  quite  unable  themselves  to  make  their 
voices  heard.  The  Government  have  had  their 
attention  drawn  to  the  case  of  the  lunatics, 
not  only  in  my  part  of  the  colony,  but  in  other 
parts,  year  after  year,  by  the  In>pector  of  Lunatic 
Asylums,  who,  with  a  courage  worthy  of  all 
praise,  has  in  the  most  forcible  lattguage  set  out 
the  culpable  and  scandalous  inefficiency  which 
exists  in  this  respect.  In  a  report  laid  on  the 
table  only  a  day  or  two  ago  by  the  Premier,  this 
is  the  way  in  which  the  Inspector  speaks  of  the 
accommodation  at  Christchurch  : — 

"The  overcrowding  of  the  male  department 
U  such  that  it  is  in  a  rerj  dangerous  condition 
indeed,  and  its  proper  management  is  quite  im- 
possible. Every  day  room  is  used  as  a  dorniitory, 
and  excited,  di!KK>nt«nted,  and  violent  patients 
are  strewn  about  in  all  directions  as  thick  as  they^ 
can  lie,  on  the  floors,  on  the  tops  of  t-ables,  and 
underneath  the  tables;  and  the  atmosphere  is 
disgusting  in  spite  of  open  windows.  The  build- 
ing is  in  an  advanced  state  of  decay,  and  the 
flooring  in  many  rooms  is  dangerously  rotten, 
bending  freely  beneath  one's  tread.  In  two  plnces 
I  put  my  foot  right  through  it.  It  is  pa'ched 
right  and  left  with  boards  or  large  plates  of  zinc, 
to  keep  out  the  rats." 

Now,  after  the  present  Government  have 
been  in  office  for  two  years,  after  the  matter 
has  Ix'cn  pressed  upon  them,  not  only  by  their 
own  officer,  but  by  the  new^pHpers,  from  wliich 
[  could  quote  columns  and  columns  on  the  sub- 
ject, this  is  the  state  in  whicli  the  Christchurch 
Asylum  is  found  at  the  present  day.  When 
I  he  Prime  Minister  was  in  Christchurch  about 
eighteen  months  ago  he  was  appealtd  to  by 
«he  chaplain  of  the  Asylum— I  dare  say  he  wiU 
recollect  that — to  have  some  remedy  applied  to 
this  horrible  state  of  things.  He  nq nested  that 
gentleman  to  write  to  him.  The  letter  was 
written,  but  I  think  no  answer  was  relumed. 
lie  was  then  telegi-aphed  to  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon.  That  was  eighteen  months 
ago.  A  contract  is  now  in  hand,  it  ia  true, 
but  up  to  this  day  there  has  been  no  allevia- 
tion of  that  most  cruel  ptate  of  things.  The 
contract,  I  say,  is  now  in  hand.  I  am  told  by  the 
rai*naeer  of  the  Anylnm  that  he  requires  accom- 
modation for  one  hundi*ed  and  forty  patient«, 
Hnd  yet  this  contract  is  only  for  forty.  Even 
now,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  they  are  only  pro- 
viding accommodation  for  forty  patients.  And, 
Sir,  the  Government  cannot  say  that  the  House 
vNOuld  not  give  them  the  money,  because,  when 
fcliis  very  vote  was  under  di^cussion,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Avon  entreated  them  to  increase 
tlie  amount  prt>po«ed  ;  but  they  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  his  request, — and  here  are  those  poor 
lunatics,  who  cannot  tell  their  own  tale  of  woe 
ind  mit*ery,  still  kept  in  this  horrible  condition 
entirely  through  neglect  on  the  |»art  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  could  cite  other  cases.  I  believe  the 
Wellington  Asylum  is  in  a  condition  almost  at 
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b»d,  if  not  quite.  I  bare  now  wearied  the  House, 
I  am  afraid,  with  instances  of  misgovemment.  I 
will  not  go  further  in  this  direction.  I  have 
had  too  much  to  do  with  Gorernments  not  to  be 
aware  that  no  Gorernment  can  be  in  office  for 
two  jears  without  laying  its<>If  open  to  attacks 
upon  its  administration.  Ercrjr  GoTernment 
must  make  mistakes ;  and  I  am  also  aware  thnt 
in  manjr  ca»ei  Ministers  are  blamed  through 
being  officiallj  responsible  for  the  sets  of  their 
subordinates.  But  I  submit  that  of  the  instancfS 
which  I  ha?e  given  there  is  not  one  in  which  the 
neglect  is  not  directly  traceable  to  the  Ministers 
thrmselTes.  They  are  not  only  officially  respon- 
sible, but  they  are  personally  responsible.  I  ad- 
mit that  all  the  Gh>remments  we  have  seen  have 
Blade  mistakes  and  have  given  a  handle  to  their 
opponents  ;  but  I  also  submit  that  we  have  never 
— I  certainly  have  never — known  a  Government 
which,  in  two  years,  was  guilty  of  such  a  cata- 
logue of  gross  blunders  and  so  much  culpable 
n^ect  as  the  present  Government.  Now,  what 
is  the  secret  of  this?  The  secret  of  it  is  in  the 
practical  abandonment  of  that  syittem  of  con- 
stitutional government  which  prevailed  in  this 
colony  up  to  the  time  when  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  office.  I  wish  to  speak  with 
every  respect  of  the  Prime  Minister — of  a  gentle- 
man of  such  distinguished  antecrdents  ss  his  are. 
But  the  character  of  those  antecedents  them- 
selves furnishes  ju^t  the  reason  why  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  ill-qualified  to  occupy  the  position 
of  Prime  Minuter  of  a  const  it  utionsl  colonv. 
What  are  thof>e  antecedents?  The  honorable 
gentleman  occupied  fur  lengthened  periods,  and 
with  great  distinction,  the  position  of  Governor 
of  Crown  colonies,  where  his  will  was  law.  He 
filled  those  positions  during  that  time  of  life 
when  a  man's  character  is  forming;  and  it  is 
therefore  not  at  all  surprising  that  the  honorable 
gentleuian  has  become  what,  I  understand,  he 
obj«-ct«  to  being  called — decidedly  autocratic. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Oh,  oh. 

Mr-  HALL. — If  honorable  gentlemen  deny 
this,  they  have  only  to  carry  back  their  memories 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  Prime  Minister  has 
dealt  with  various  measures  which  have  come 
before  this  House.  A^'hat  did  the  honorable 
gtntieman  do  with  the  Land  Bill,  which  had 
pasced  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  which  his 
own  colleagues  had  assented  to?  What  did  he 
do  with  the  Electoral  Bill  of  last  year?  What 
did  he  do  —  passing  from  this  IJouse  to  the 
Cabinet — to  one  of  his  own  colleagues?  What 
did  he  do  when  one  of  the  most  able  of  his 
colleagues  refused  to  ol>ey  him  in  a  matter  in 
which  he  had  no  right  to  expect  any  obedience? 
He  drove  that  gentleman  out  of  his  Cabinet 
under  circumstances  of  indignity  which  not  oulv 
redet't  discredit  upon  himsflf,  but  which,  if 
passed  over  by  us,  will  reflect  discredit  on  the 
colony.  It  has  been  said  that  party  govern- 
ment is  essential  to  the  -proper  conduct  of 
parliamentary  government.  That  is  perfectly 
true,  and,  dnring  the  many  jears  that  I  have 
been  a  member  of  this  Legislature,  there  have 
nearly  always  been  tolerably- well-defined  parties. 
The  causes  of  that   definition  have  now,  to  a 


certain  extent,  passed  away.  The  old  question  of 
Centralism  versus  Provincialism  is  dead,  and  no 
bond  fide  dividing  principle,  as  opposed  to  the 
pretended  distinction  which  is  being  constantly 
dinned  into  our  ears,  has  since  taken  its  place. 
But,  Sir,  a  bond  fide  honest  difierenoe  has  now 
arisen  around  which,  I  think,  parties  are  grouping 
themselres  at  present,  and  that  is,  as  to  whether 
we  shall  have  a  "personal"  Government — that 
is  to  sny,  a  Government  in  which  the  personal 
will  of  the  Prime  Minister  is  to  be  tlie  supreme 
law — or  whether  we  shall  have  a  Government 
on  the  lines  of  the  Constitution,  under  which 
gentlemen  shall  occupy  those  benches  not  be- 
cause they  are  ready  to  declare  themselrei  sup- 
porters of  this  or  that  particular  man,  but  be- 
cause, by  their  character,  by  their  services,  and  by 
their  antecedents,  the  country  believes  them  to  be 
the  most  capable,  the  most  efficient,  and  the  most 
desirable  men  for  the  position.  That  is  the  ques- 
tion around  which  I  think  parties  are  now  group- 
ing themselves — whether  we  shall  hare  personal 
government  in  this  colony,  or  whether  we  shall 
have  constitutional  government.  Before  I  sit  down 
I  must  refer  to  what  has  happened  since  this  House 
last  met,  in  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Gorernment  have  thought  themselres  justified  in 
attempting  to  influence  the  elections.  The  people 
were  invited  to  say  whether  this  Government 
did  or  did  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
country.  If  ever  tliere  was  a  time  when  that 
question  should  be  fairly  and  honestly  put  to 
them,  upon  which  they  should  be  allowed  to  form 
a  judgment  by  a  truthful  statement  of  facts,  and 
by  fair  arguments  and  reasoning,  and  nothing  el»e, 
this  was  the  time.  But  have  they  been  allowed 
to  do  that?  Have  both  the  Government  and 
the  Opposition  been  allowed  to  go  to  the  coun- 
try, as  they  should  hare  done,  on  equal  terms? 
Certainly  not.  I  recollect  many  eleciions,  but  I 
cannot  recollect  any  previous  occasion  on  which 
Government  property  and  Government  privileges 
were  used  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the  elec- 
tions, except  to  a  very  trifling  extent  in  1871,  and 
in  that  case  the  House  at  once  put  its  foot  on  it. 
In  this  election  the  Government  had,  of  course, 
the  control  of  the  Government  steamers,  and  the 
Opposition  had  not.  Consequently,  no  sooner  was 
the  House  dissolved  than  one  Government  uteamer 
started  for  Auckland  with  one  set  of  Ministers, 
and  another  Government  steamer  brought  the 
Premier  to  Christchurch.  When  the  Premier  got 
to  the  south  end  of  the  Island,  a  cry  of  dis- 
tress came  down  from  the  constituency  repre- 
sented by  the  honorable  member  for  Eden,  and 
it  was  understood  that  the  Prime  Minister  was 
called  to  the  rescue.  The  "  Hinemoa  "  was  sent 
down  post-haste  to  Lyttt^lton,  the  railroad  em- 
ploy^ were  told  on  a  certain  Sunday  they  must 
not  go  to  any  place  of  worship  or  to  their  homes, 
but  that  they  must  all  be  on  auty,  in  order  that  a 
special  train  might  take  the  Prime  Minister  from 
Dunedin  to  Lyttelton,  where  he  went  on  board 
the  "  Hinemoa,"  and  posted  away  to  the  **  Ghirden 
of  Eden."  I  do  not  think  that  was  fair.  When  the 
elections  in  Auckland  were  secured,  the  **  Hine- 
moa" was  put  into  requisition  again,  and  came  full 
speed  down  to  Lyttelton ;  but,  as  unfortunately 
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she  had  been  mn  off  her  legs,  the  ooutd  not  get 
any  further  than  Wellington,  and  after  that  the 
journey  "was  completed  in  an  ordinary  paBtenger 
Bt<>amer.  The  GoTernment  had  the  full  uj>e  of  the 
**  Hinemoa  "  and  the  "  Stella  "  to  ruBh  from  one 
part  of  the  colony  to  another.  If  the  Goremment 
had  been  fair  they  would  hare  said  to  the  Opposi- 
tion, **  We  will  take  one  steamer,  and  you  can  take 
the  other."  It  so  happened  that  the  election  for 
Wanganui  came  off  before  the  election  for  Heath- 
cote.  Now,  if  we  had  had  the  use  of  the  tele- 
mpb  and  the  Gbvemment  steamer,  and  if  my 
mend  Sir  William  Fox  had  been  willing  to  come 
down  in  the  steamer  to  Heathcote,  there  is  no 
rational  doubt  that  the  portly  presence  of  the 
Postmaster-Qeneral  woula  hare  disappeared  from 
this  House,  and  we  should  have  had  Sir  William 
Fox  here  instead.  But  we  had  no  chance  of  that 
kind.  We  had  to  trust  to  the  ordinary  passen- 
eersteamers,  and  before  any communieanon  could 
be  made  or  steps  taken  my  honorable  friend  the 
Postmaster-General  was  put  into  the  seat  for 
Heathcote.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  electric 
telegraph,  we  do  not  ouite  know  all  that  has 
been  done.  We  know  that  the  Government  has 
been  telegraphing  to  a  very  extraordinary  ex- 
tent, and  we  have  had  one  ray  of  light  thrown 
upon  that  telegraphing  in  connection  with  a 
telegram  from  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  to 
Mr.  Ingles.  We  **  wanted  to  know,  you  know,** 
whether  that  was  paid  for.  We  were  told  that  it 
had  not  been  paid  for,  but  that  it  would  be  paid 
for.  Well,  now  we  '*  want  to  know,  yon  know," 
with  regard  to  the  other  telegrams.  We  want  to 
know  wnether  they  have  been  paid  for.  I  hare 
a  strong  suspicion  that  they  have  not  been  paid 
for,  and  that  the  Government  felt  themselves 
justified  in  using,  for  electioneerinj?  purposes — 
which  are  private  purposes,  and  not  public— the 
electric  telegraph.  This  is  not  the  first  time  this 
question  has  arisen.  The  question  arose  in  1871 
whether  certain  telegrams  had  been  franked  by 
Mr.  Fox  on  election  business.  It  turned  out  that 
there  had  been  a  few — I  think  under  twenty.  I 
then  stated — and  I  only  intrude  this  upon  the 
House  for  the  purpose  of  convincing  honorable 
members  that  I  am  not  inventing  a  doctrine  for 
the  occasion — "  If  they  [the  Government]  wij«hed 
to  use  the  telegraph  for  political  purposes,  they 
ought  to  pay  for  it."  A  Committee  inquired  into 
the  whole  case,  and  this  is  part  of  their  report : — 
"  The  charge  of  Ministerial  misuse  of  the  de- 

Eartment  resolved  itself  into  a  charge  of  Ministers 
aving  franked  telegrams  which  should  have  been 
paid  for.  The  Committee  examined  Ministers  in 
re.<«pect  to  the  practice  of  fraaking  telegrams.  It 
appears,  from  the  evidence  given,  that  during  the 
late  elections  a  few  telegrams  were  franked  by 
Ministers  on  matters  relating  to  the  late  elec- 
tions. For  the  fut  ure,  tl  le  Committee  recommend 
that  such  telecrams  should  be  con^idered  of  a 
private  nature. 

I  hope  it  will  be  found  that  all  the  telegrams 
from  the  6K>vernment  have  been  considered  to 
be  of  a  priTate  nature,  and  have  been  paid  for 
accordingly,  although  it  is  rather  suspicious  that 
the  only  telegram  regarding  which  we  have  infor- 
mation has  not  been  paid  for.  This  is  not  the 
Mr.  Sail 


whole  catalogue  of  the  misdeeds  of  the  Gorem- 
ment in  the  matter  of  the  elections.  They  seem 
to  have  had  a  knack  of  recollecting  the  particular 
pohlic  works  which  were  required  for  particular 
places  at  which  candidates  favourable  to  them- 
S'-lves  had  to  be  elected.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that 
the  time  for  commencing  these  particular  works 
coincided  with  the  time  of  these  elections.  It 
was  quite  accidental,  of  course.  With  regard  to 
Napier,  no  sooner  was  the  House  dissolved  than 
the  Colonial  Secretary  and,  I  think,  the  Native 
Minister  posted  off  to  Napier,  and  there  they 
remembered  that  a  bridge  which  was  an  object 
of  great  desire  to  the  inhabitants  of  Napier 
ought  to  be  commenced.  Shortly  before  the 
elections  one  of  those  gentlemen  drove  one  pile. 
I  do  not  remember  whether  the  other  gentleman 
drove  a  second  pile,  or  helped  to  drive  the  first, 
of  this  bridge  over  which  the  Government  can- 
didate was  to  pass  to  the  floor  of  this  House. 
There  was  yery  great  enthusiasm,  and,  if  the 
election  had  come  off  immediately  after  the  driring 
of  that  pile,  there  is  no  knowing  what  might  have 
happened.  But  some  little  time  elapsed,  the 
entnusiasm  evaporated,  and  the  bridge  did  not 
carry  over  the  Government  candidate. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW.— We  shaU  know  better 
next  time. 

Mr.  HALL. — No  doubt.  Because  Napier  haa 
been  so  very  ungrateful,  the  honorable  gentle- 
roan  will  know  better  next  time.  My  honorable 
friend  the  Minister  of  Mines  represents  a  con- 
stituency on  the  West  Coast  which  is  not  one  of 
those  large  constituencies  which  the  seconder  of 
the  Address  in  Reply  referred  to.  I  believe  that, 
when  the  measure  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
representation  comes  into  force,  there  is  consider- 
able danger  of  that  constituency  suffering.  But 
the  chief  centre  of  population  in  that  consti- 
tuency is  a  place  called  Ross.  Ross  is  in  a  less 
flourishing  condition  at  the  present  time  than 
when  I  knew  it,  some  years  ago ;  but  there  are 
supposed  to  be  large  stores  of  mineral  wealth 
bencHth  the  Town  of  Ross  and  its  immediate 
neighbourhood.  All  that  is  required  to  develop 
that  wealth  is  water-power,  which  could  be  brought 
in  by  the  Mikonui  Water -race,  and  this  has 
been  the  object  sought  by  the  people  of  Ross  for 
many  years.  Now,  the  heart's  desire  of  the 
people  of  Ross  was  to  have  the  Mikonui  Water- 
race;  and  the  heart's  desire  of  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Mines  was  to  be  the  member  for 
Totara.  WTien  two  hearts  can  mutually  accom- 
modate each  other  in  that  way,  a  happy  union  ii 
yery  often  the  result.  So  it  came  about  that  mj 
honorable  friend  proceeded  to  Ross ;  and  I  hare 
got — in  a  paper  which  also  receires  the  Gorem- 
ment advertisements,  and  therefore  can  hardly  be 
unfavourable  to  the  lionorable  gentleman— a  full, 
true,  and  particular  account  of  the  day's  pro- 
ceedings, or,  rather,  of  the  two  days*  pntceedinga. 
It  contains  a  statement  of  the  arrival  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  of  his  election,  and  of  all 
that  took  place.  There  is  rather  more  than  a 
column  of  it;  but  the  political  views  of  my  honor- 
able friend  are  summed  up  in  four  Iihos.  I  can 
have  no  doubt  that  this  letter  fairly  reflects  the 
state  of  the  public  mind  at  Roes  on  that  occasion. 
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This  if  what  it  eayi  of  tho  honorable  genUeroan't 
addreit :  '*  He  brieflj  enunciiited  the  principal 
poinU  of  the  Ministerial  policy,  and  stated  bis 
intentions  on  Tarioiu  local  matters."  I  do  not 
Mj  that  the  houorable  gentleman  did  not  state 
his  political  yiews  more  fuUj,  but  this  very 
brief  mention  of  it  is  eridence  of  the  state  of 
mind  at  Boss.  The  rest  of  the  letter  i«  filled 
iriih  an  account  of  the  turning  of  the  first  sod 
of  tlie  MikuDui  Water-race.  There  was  a  pro- 
eesstoD,  in  which  the  Majors  of  Boss  and  of  an 
sdjoiidiig  town  took  part,  along  with  the  honor- 
able member,  a  band  of  music,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  school- children.  So  considerate  were  they 
tliat  the  tods  had  been  out  beforehand,  and  even 
tlien  the  honorable  gt-ntleman  did  not  giye  satis- 
fsction  in  turning  them.    The  letter  says, — 

"I  cannot  say  much  for  Mr.  Gisborne's  style 
of  digipng.  .  .  .  The  pick  he  used  be  u»ed 
in  a  sligbtiy  better  s^le,  but  there  was  room  for 
improTement  even  in  that.  Howerer,  no  doubt 
be  did  his  best ;  but  I  fear  that  he  would  not  be 
able  to  earn  a  day'e  wages  at  pick  and  shorel 
work." 

After  that,  there  was  the  curious  fact  that  Mr. 
Oiles,  the  Returning  Officer — who,  one  would 
ibink,  would  hare  kept  quiet  on  such  an  occasion 
—made  a  very  neat  speech.  He  said  he  thought 
this  was  the  most  successful  "  race  meeting "  of 
the  sea»on.  He  also  brought  the  agreeable  news 
tliat  the  Premier  stated  that  there  was  no  inten- 
bion  of  giving  up  the  East  and  West  Coast  Bail- 
iray.  With  all  these  influences  brought  to  bear 
apon  the  people  of  Boss,  what  possible  chance 
R^ould  any  Opposition  candidate  have  had  there  ? 
rbey  had  a  dinner,  they  went  to  hear  the  Zulu 
Ikiggers,  and  afterwards  had  a  ball.  After  all 
;hat,  what  possible  chance  could  an  Opposition 
^ndidate  hare  had  P  What  Opposition  candidate 
vould  have  the  temerity  to  contest  a  seat  against 
ny  honorable  friend  ?  I  am  veiy  glad  to  meet  my 
lonorable  friend  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  but  I 
wish  he  bad  not  floated  into  it  on  the  bosom  of 
he  Mikonui  Water-race.  Well,  then,  the  Prime 
Minister  has  distributed  gifts  of  a  different  kind. 
Se  went  to  Chriatchurch,  but  he  could  not  give 
he  people  there  a  water-race  or  a  bridge ;  but 
here  was  a  dock,  bought  years  ago  by  the  Pro- 
rincial  GK>Temment,  and  which  had  passed  to  tho 
>eneral  Government  as  part  of  its  property.  I 
lo  not  know  what  riglit  the  Premier  had  to  gire 
iway  that  dock  any  more  than  any  other  public 
lock,  as  it  was  public  property.  The  Prime 
dinieter  graciously  made  a  present  of  that  dock 
o  the  Mayor  and  Coiporation  of  Chri«tchurch. 
'.  believe  1  am  right  in  saving  that  they  have 
ound  it  a  "  white  elephant,'^  as  it  will  take  from 
^,500  to  £2,000  to  buihl  a  tower  to  put  the 
lock  in.  That  was  on  the  first  occasion  of  his 
isiting  Christchuroh.  The  honorable  gentleman 
ame  a  second  tine.  I  suppose  the  Corporation 
f  Christchurch  thought  that  was  a  good  time 
^r  them  to  get  what  they  wanted.  Before  the 
onorable  gentleman  came  the  second  time  the 
absidies  for  the  past  financial  year  had  not  been 
aid.  The  Borough  of  Sydenham  had,  I  believe, 
eoeired  its  aubsidy.  I  think  my  honorable  friend 
hB  PottBiiiliwrrCNBMtal  had  iu>t  segleotad  his 


constituents.  The  Borough  of  Sydenham  is,  to  a 
large  extent,  in  his  conatituency,  and  the  Christ- 
church  people,  finding  that  the  Borough  of 
STdenham  had  got  its  »ubsidy,  immediately  tele- 
graphed to  the  Prime  Minister  asking  when  their 
subsidies  would  be  paid,  and  a  prompt  answer 
came  back  that  they  would  be  paid  next  day.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  Chairman  of  a  large  oounty 
embracing  a  great  many  Boad  Boards  and  road 
districts,  and  we  said  that  we  wanted  to  know  why 
our  subsidies  had  not  been  paid.  We  found  that 
town  districts  which  returned  members  favourable 
to  the  Government  had  their  subsidies  paid,  and 
country  districts  which  generally  returned  members 
opposed  to  theGovemuient  had  not  their  sub«idiet 
paid.  Both  Christchuroh  and  Sydenham  had  re- 
ceived their  subsidies,  whilst  the  sub«idi»^  due  to 
the  county  and  to  certain  Boad  Boards  had  not 
been  paid.  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  fair  way  of 
dealing  with  the  finances  of  the  colony.  There 
are  some  Boad  Boards  no  doubt  which  have  oon- 
siderable  sums  at  their  disposal,  but  otliert  have 
none,  and  are  unable  to  cotiiplete  the  works  in 
hand,  because  they  have  not  the  money  to  do  ao. 
I  say,  therefore,  that  on  account  of  their  mal- 
administiation,  on  account  of  their  ui^ustifiahle 
interference  with  dections,  and  of  their  making 
use  of  Govemment  property,  the  Government 
deserve  to  be  condemned  by  this  House.  The 
"Hinemoa"  steamer  is  Government  property, 
and  the  captain  and  crew  are  Government  ser- 
vants. If  it  is  justifiable  for  tlie  Gk>vemmeot  to 
use  one  description  of  6K>rernment  property  and 
to  use  one  set  of  Government  servants  to  in- 
fluence the  dections,  upon  what  principle  can  we 
deny  them  the  right  to  use  other  6K>vemment 
property  and  other  Government  servants  f  If 
they  may  use  these  Government  steamers,  and  the 
captains  and  crews  of  the  steamers,  why  may  they 
not  use  Government  offices?  Why  not  use  Go- 
vernment clerks?  If  this  House  does  not  put 
its  foot  upon  these  practices,  that  is  what  we 
shall  oome  to.  If  a  Government  that  has  used 
special  trains  for  electioneering  purposes  is  not 
to  be  oondemned  by  this  House,  we  shall  have 
all  kinds  of  abuse  growing  up ;  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  put  our  foot  upon  it  at  this  very  early  stage. 
Thu  is  the  first  time  within  my  knowledge  that 
these  influences  have  been  exerted. 

Hon.  MxxBBBS.— Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  HALL. — Honorable  gentlemen  oan  apeak 
after  me.  Of  course  they  wul  be  able  to  show,  if 
they  oan,  how  very  bad  other  people  have  been. 
Whether  other  people  hare  done  this  or  not,  I  say 
it  is  a  gross  abuse  ;  and  if  this  House  does  its  duty 
it  will  put  its  foot  upon  it  and  put  an  end  to  it. 
What  did  the  House  of  Commons  do  just  one 
hundred  years  ago,  when  the  electors  of  Middle- 
hurst  petitioned  against  undue  Government  influ- 
ence having  been  exercised  by  Lord  North  ?  The 
House  of  (Emmons  passed  this  resolution  i-* 

"  It  is  highly  criminal  in  any  Minister  or  Minis- 
ters, or  other  serrants  under  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  use  the  powers 
of  office  in  the  election  of  representatives  to  serve 
in  Parliament  s  and  an  attempt  at  such  influence 
will  at  all  times  be  resented  by  this  House  as 
aimed  at  ite  owo  honor,  digai^,  aod  iadepen- 
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deooe,  as  an  infringement  of  the  dearest  rights 
of  ever  J  subject  throughout  the  empire,  and  as 
tending  to  tap  the  baais  of  this  fiee  and  happy 
Coii»titation. 

What  the  House  of  Commons  did,  then,  a  hun- 
dred jears  ago,  I  hope  the  Commons  of  New 
Zealiind  will  do  now,  in  regnrd  to  the  improper 
u*e  which  has  been  made  of  OoTemment  pPop«*rty. 
^s  I  have  said,  I  shall  not  have  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  again.  I  can  therefore  only  anticipate 
to  Some  flight  extent  what  may  be  said  in  defence 
of  the  Goremment.  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if 
these  charges  of  maladmiDistration  are  passed  over 
very  liglitly.  At  the  elections — in  my  part  of  the 
colony,  at  any  rate— judgment  has  in  tbe»e  matters 
been  allowed  to  eo  against  the  Gk>Temment  by 
default.  There  has  been  really  no  attempt  at 
defending  the  Ooremment  in  this  matter;  but 
there  is  an  attempt  made  to  cover  the  Govern- 
ment offences  by  a  doak,  which  is  called  the 
Liberal  programme:  this  is  to  be  the  mantle 
to  hide  a  multitude  of  GK>Temment  adminis- 
trative sins.  There  may  be  an  attempt  to  induce 
honorable  members  to  believe  that,  in  order  to 
pass  certain  measures  of  electoral  reform,  the 
present  occupants  of  those  benches  must  remain 
there.  To  that  I  give  the  flattest  possible 
deniaL  While  I  do  not  agree  in  the  descrip- 
tion which  the  Premier  gave  of  the  character 
and  probable  result  of  his  measure;  while  I 
rather  agree  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Ohristchurch  City,  who  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
Address  in  Beply,  that  the  present  franchise  is  a 
liberal  one  if  proper  facilities  for  registration  were 
placed  within  the  reach  of  the  electors ;  while  I 
deny  that  this  proposed  measure  will  enable  much 
larger  numbers  to  be  put  on  the  rolls  than  could 
be  put  on  the  rolls  under  the  present  law, — still  I 
agree  that  it  would  be  a  great  improvement.  It 
would  be  an  improvement,  because  it  bears  the 
character  given  to  it,  not  by  the  Prime  Minister 
in  this  House,  but  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
represents  the  Government  in  the  other  House. 
It  is  a  measure  for  consolidation  and  simplifica- 
tion ;  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  vote  for  it.  1  do 
not  believe  it  vrill  really  enable  10  per  cent,  more 
of  electors  to  be  put  on  the  rolls  than  can  be  put 
on  the  rolls  at  the  present  time.  With  regard  to 
triennial  Parliaments,  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  I 
do  not  believe  in  some  alteration  being  made  in  the 
duration  of  Parliaments.  I  told  my  constituents 
that  I  brlieved  Parliaments  should  be  elected  every 
four  years ;  that  I  belisTed  five  years  to  be  too 
long.  ITie  people  appear,  however,  to  have  set 
their  hearts  upon  having  triennial  Parliaments.  I 
believe  also  tliat,  as  a  matter  of  course,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  a  readjustment  of  representation.  In 
many  oases  the  representation  is  unequal  and 
unfair.  I  speak  feelingly,  because  I  oome  from  a 
part  of  the  country  which  is  worse  off  in  this 
respect  than  any  other  part  of  New  Zealand. 
Canterbury  is  worse  off  than  any  other  part  of 
New  Zealand.  I  may  remind  the  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  West  that  my 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  Coleridge  re* 
presents  ten  thousand  persons,  all  country 
people,  —  all  people  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  and  who  oontributo  Urgely  to  the 
Jtfr.lTaU 


revenue.  That  is  a  state  of  things  which  re- 
quires to  be  remedied.  Canterbury  haa  not  ita 
fair  share  of  representution.  It  is  perfectly  tmo 
that  the  representation  must  be  ria<ljust-et1,  and 
that  p«>piilation  should  be  the  fir#t  considera- 
tion. I  do  not  (>ay  that  it  should  be  the  ovXj 
connideration.  If  we  are  wise,  there  are  other 
considerations  which  will  weigh  with  \xn.  I  am 
^ot,  however,  prepared  to  assent  to  a  Bill  which 
would  leave  it  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  even 
with  the  as»i»tsnre  of  yourfclf,  8ir,  to  cut  and 
carve  the  electorates  as  he  thinks  fit.  The  q«iea- 
tion  should  be  discussed,  fought  out,  and  settled 
on  the  fioor  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  believe  tltat  a 
further  adjustment  of  the  taxation  of  the  colony 
is  absolutely  necessary.  It  is  absolutely  nece-eary, 
because  we  must  have  more  revenue.  But  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  additions  to  the  revenue  lately 
made  by  the  Government  were  made  upon  a  fair 
basis.  I  think  that  property  should  contribute  its 
share  of  the  taxation.  I  have  no  reason  to  fe^ 
ashamed  of  the  part  I  have  tak^  in  this  matter. 
A  large  amount  of  the  taxes  on  property  were 
put  on  by  the  Government  of  which  I  was  a 
member.  I  have  no  reason  to  dread  any  inquiry 
into  my  conduct  in  that,  respect.  The  time  baa 
come  when  further  sacrifices  must  be  made  by 
property ;  but  the  sacrifices  should  not  be  by  one 
kind  of  property  only,  lliere  should  be  a  dis- 
tribution of  the  burden  more  broad  and  more  just 
than  at  present.  In  addition  to  that,  I  believe 
there  are  urgently  required  a  variety  of  measures 
of  social  reform.  It  refieots  but  little  credit  on  the 
Gt>vemment  that  they  have  not  before  now  dealt 
with  the  question  of  charitable  aid  and  hospitals, 
and  placed  them  on  a  well-considered  footing — a 
footing  which  shall  enlist  local  sympathy  and  co- 
operation, and  shall  not  leave  distress  and  poverty 
to  the  precarious  and  uncertain  help  of  private 
charity.  The  licensing  question  also  urgently 
needs  being  dealt  with,  for  the  law  on  the  subject 
is  in  a  state  of  the  most  unsatisfactory  confu- 
sion. These  and  many  others  are  measures  which 
must  engage  the  attention  of  any  Government 
coming  into  office.  We  should  not  look  forward 
to  anything  like  rest  in  our  legislation.  Even  in 
the  Old  Country  there  is  constantly  need  for 
fresh  legislation,  and  in  a  new  and  progressive 
country  like  this  any  Gt}Ternment  ocming  into 
ofiice  must  endeayour  to  meet  that  need.  But, 
while  that  is  my  conviction,  while  I  believe  that 
a  variety  of  measures  of  social  reform  and  poli- 
tical reform  urgently  call  for  our  attention,  I 
believe  there  is  a  still  greater  need,  and  it  is,  that 
the  laws  we  haye  sot  shall  be  capably,  diligently, 
energetically,  and  honestly  ad  ministered;  and  be- 
cause I  belieye  that  that  will  never  be  the  case  so 
long  as  those  gentlemen  occupy  the  Government 
benches,  I  earnestly  hope  the  House  will  adopt 
the  amendment  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
move. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Sir,  I  am  sure  it  must  have 
been  with  concern  that  a  great  majority  of  honor- 
able gentlemen  present  in  this  House  listened 
to  the  speech  which  we  have  just  heard.  I  had 
expected  a  very  different  speech.  Hers  is  a 
young  nation  a  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  which  are  looking  out  for  some  great  change 
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in  their  institotions ;  are  looking  out  for  freedom 
from  the  present  ejstem  of  taxation,  which  they 
regard  at  oppreseiTe  ;  are  desiring  a  just  and  fair 
administration  of  the  htws,  which  they  say  in 
past  times  they  haye  not  had ;  are  looking  out  for 
the  measures  which  are  to  form  the  foundations 
of  institutions  hereafter  to  arise ;  and,  Sir,  when 
we  long  to  hear  of  all  such  things,  the  triTial 
matters  which  have  been  mentioned  to-night  are 
altogether  beneath  our  notice.  I  had  expected 
Uiat,  when  what  I  regard  as  an  unconstitutional 
interference  with  our  rights  took  place,  and  an 
honorable  gentleman  was  sent  down  here  from  a 
Chamber  claiming  superiority  over  this  Chamber, 
something  very  different  would  hare  greeted  our 
ears.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  entirely  mis- 
nnderstood  the  gravity  of  the  position.  I  take 
some  of  his  last  remarks  first.  He  told  this 
House — and  I  heturd  him  say  it  with  pain — that 
two  parties  were  now  forming  themselves  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  two  parties  were  sepa- 
rating  upon  the  question  of  whether  personal 
^vemment  or  party  government  should  prevail. 
Sir,  there  is  no  such  difference  at  all.  The 
question  is,  whether  or  not  an  old  state  of 
uiings  shall  be  swept  away  and  a  new  state  of 
things  be  set  up.  The  honorable  gentleman 
haa  told  us  that  we  have  not  fairly  administered 
the  laws.  I  throw  that  statement  back  in  his 
teeth.  I  say  the  people  are  weary  of  the  mal- 
administration of  the  laws  in  past  times,  when 
members  of  Provincial  Governments,  in  some 
instances,  made  laws  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
people  at  large,  and,  as  Administrators,  adminis- 
tered those  laws  for  their  own  adrantage.  The 
people  long  to  be  freed  from  maladministration  of 
that  kind,  and  expect  that  such  freedom  shall 
be  given  to  them.  1  say  the  honorable  gentleman 
is  the  maladministrator  of  the  laws,  not  we.  He 
bad  no  riffht  to  bring  such  an  accusation  against 
us.  He  had  no  right  to  say  we  did  not  fairly 
administer  the  laws.  Have  we  acquired  large 
tracts  of  country  for  ourselves  ?  Have  we  "  grid- 
ironed  "  the  whole  country  ?  What  fences 
have  we  nm  in  order  that  we  might  claim  pre- 
emptive rights,  to  the  injury  of  the  population  at 
large  ?  That  is  what  I  call  unfair  administration 
of  the  laws.  I  deny  that  in  our  case  there  has 
been  any  such  unfair  administration  of  the  laws, 
and  I  challenge  the  honorable  gentleman  to  bring 
forward  an  instance  of  it.  I  now  turn  to  other 
questions.  I  will  briefly  notice  the  accusations 
brought  against  the  Qt>rernment.  First  of  all, 
it  is  said  that  we  pretended  we  wished  to  re- 
duce Ministers'  salaries — that  we  had  no  inten- 
tion of  doing  so,  and  that  the  two  honorable 
gentlemen  who  prevented  us  carrying  out  our 
pretended  intention  were  rewarded  by  being 
made  Justices  of  the  Peace.  I  ask,  did  ever 
a  more  contemptible  notion  enter  any  man's 
head  ?  Does  the  honorable  gentleman  tlunk  that 
any  member  of  this  House,  or  any  honorable  man 
in  any  position  whatever,  would  have  sold  himself 
in  order  that  he  might  bo  made  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace?  I>oe8  he  think  a  Government  could  be 
mean  enough — because  it  was  opposed,  in  some 
objeet  it  had  in  view,  by  two  gentlemen  who  were 
nortby  to  be  made  Justices  of  the  Peace  —  to 
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exclude  them  on  that  account  from  that  position  ? 
I  say  we  acted  upon  no  such  base  grounds  as  to 
refuse  to  put  those  gentlemen  into  that  high 
office — as  1  regard  it — because  they,  on  some  occa- 
sion, opposed  us  in  this  House.  It  is  useless  for 
me  to  tell  the  House  that  an  accusation  of  tliat 
kind  is  absolutely  absurd,  and  unworthy  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  makes  it.  I  turn  next 
to  the  accusations  made  against  the  Qt>vemment 
about  employing  the  "  Hinemoa,"  and  I  ask  the 
House,  first  of  all,  to  remember  that  this  is  a 
peculiar  country.  It  is  a  country  divided  into 
several  islands — a  country  in  which  it  is  difficult 
to  pass  from  one  part  to  another,  and  especially 
in  the  North  Island — and  it  is  a  country  in  which 
those  who  have  governed  it  have  always  had  the 
services  of  a  vessel  placed  at  their  disposal.  We 
did  not  order  the  "  Hinemoa."  We  found  the 
vessel  here,  and  the  use  we  made  of  that  vessel 
was  simply  the  use  that  would  have  been  made  of 
any  Government  vessel  on  the  coast.  I  maintain 
that  the  people  of  New  Zealand  as  a  whole  have 
an  interest  in  their  Ministers  being  able  to  get 
rapidly  from  point  to  point.  They  thus  gain,  as 
it  were,  the  advantage  of  having  resident  Minis- 
ters, and  the  country  is  saved  the  great  cost  of 
resident  Government  agents.  I  claim  that  I 
have  a  right,  as  Prime  Minuter  of  the  coun- 
try, if  I  think  it  desirable  to  make  myself  ac- 
quainted with  the  people  and  their  wants  in 
various  localities,  to  avail  myself  of  the  services 
of  that  vessel.  And,  further  than  that,  I  deemed 
it  my  duty  to  warn  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
of  the  exact  nature  of  the  measures  which  the 
Government  proposed  to  introduce.  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  make  the  people  at  large  ray 
friends,  and  the  wilUng  assistants  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  carrying  out  those  measures  which 
we  considered  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  country. 
Sir,  I  say  I  had  a  right  to  use  that  vessel  in 
order  to  go  about  New  Zealand  and  address  large 
masses  of  the  people,  to  endeavour  to  induce 
them  to  adopt  measures  of  which  I  so  highly 
approved.  Have  no  other  Ministers  done  the 
same  ?  Has  not  Mr.  Gladstone  himself  done 
so?  Has  not  Mr.  Bright  done  the  very  same 
thing  ?  Have  not  many  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  English  Legislature  taken  the  very  same 
course  ?  Have  not  English  Ministers  used  pubUo 
yachts  and  vessels  to  take  them  to  different  parts 
of  the  country  ?  But  there  is  not  the  same  neces- 
sity for  that  means  of  communication  in  England 
which  there  is  in  this  country.  The  circum- 
stances are  absolutely  and  wholly  different.  And 
I  go  further,  for  no  Minister  in  England  has  car- 
ried to  the  same  extent  that  I  have  the  design 
of  making  the  people  of  the  country  one  with 
their  Government.  I  had  a  right  to  introduce 
my  form  of  government  into  New  Zealand  if  I 
thought  it  the  best.  I  did  think  it  the  best,  and 
I  used  my  utmost  endeavours  to  get  it  established. 
I  think  it  is  good  both  for  the  Government  and 
for  the  people  themselves  that  such  a  course 
should  be  pursued.  If  I  have  done  right,  I  am 
deserving  of  the  thanks  of  the  people  ;  if  I  have 
done  wrong,  I  am  deserving  of  their  censure. 
But  I  stand  here  perfectly  convinced  that  no  such 
censure  will  fall  upon  me.    I  am  thoroughly 
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convinced  that  mj  conduct  in  that  respect 
will  meet  with  gratitade  both  at  the  present 
time  and  in  the  time  to  come.  My  conscience  is 
clear.  I  did  as  I  thought  right ;  and  as  long  as 
I  am  in  office,  and  as  long  as  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  desire  it,  I  shall  continue  the  same  course, 
not  from  any  obstinacy  or  wi^h  io  run  counter  to 
public  feeling,  but  because  it  is  a  course  which 
my  conscience  tells  me  is  the  right  one,  and  which 
it  is  my  duty  to  follow.  I  next  pass  to  the  ob- 
jections raised  to  the  Native  policy  of  the  Go- 
yernment.  That  I  shall  only  slightly  allude  to, 
because  the  Native  Minister  is  perfectly  capable 
of  defending  himself;  but  I  must  make  one 
remark.  It  is  said  that  when  we  came  into 
office  we  found  the  Native  population  in  a  tran- 
quil and  obedient  state,  and  that  we  hare  quite 
altered  that  state  of  things.  I  say  tliat  before 
we  came  into  office  Native  matters  were  infinitely 
worse  than  they  are  now.  Those  who  know  what 
the  state  of  the  country  then  was  will  bear  me 
out  when  I  say  that  murders  of  the  most  atrocious 
kind  were  committed  in  the  Waikato  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Auckland,  and  no  effort  was 
made  to  punish  the  murderers.  On  the  West 
Coast,  before  we  came  into  office,  a  Native  com- 
mitted an  outrage  on  a  poor  woman  ;  and  when 
he  was  arrested,  and  the  police  were  bringing 
him  to  trial,  he  was  rescued,  and  yet  no  notice 
was  taken  of  the  crime.  I  mention  only  these 
few  instances,  but  I  could  name  many  others. 
I  declare,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  that  the 
condition  of  the  Natives  before  we  came  into 
office  was  much  worse  than  it  is  at  present ;  and 
I  feel  that  any  person  who  considers  what  I 
have  said  in  outline,  and  works  out  the  details 
himself,  must  agree  with  what  I  state.  I  now 
turn  to  another  question.  It  is  said  that  we  have 
bribed  the  Press  by  advertisements — not  that  we 
have  attempted  to  do  so,  but  that  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  so.  But  let  the  Press  speak  for 
itself.  I  deny  that  the  advertisements  given 
could  possibly  have  influenced  the  Press.  We 
were  foroed  by  law  to  advertise  in  some  paper  in 
each  provincial  district :  the  Opposition  made  that 
law,  not  ounelves.  The  sums  paid  are  so  trifling 
in  comparison  with  the  amounts  which  the  Press 
is  called  upon  to  pay  itself,  that  they  are  abso- 
lutely unworthy  of  consideration.  I  wonder  that 
such  a  statement  could  be  made.  I  am  astonished 
that  the  newspaper  proprietors  should  be  vilified 
by  being  told  that  they  have  been  bribed.  For 
myself  and  the  GoTemment  we  expected  hard 
words  from  the  honorable  gentleman.  That  he 
should  call  us  **  bribers"  is  not  surprising — I  ex- 
pected «uch  terms  to  be  used, — but  I  regret  that 
the  Press  should  be  spoken  of  in  such  terms.  It 
was  uuwi^e,  utijnst,  and  ungenerous,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  it.  I 
now  turn  to  his  remarks  upon  the  estimates. 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  that  the  persons  in 
England  who  lend  their  money  to  the  colony  have 
always  been  accustomed  to  receire  from  New 
2iealand  a  printed  Statement  of  the  condition  of 
our  finances,  and  that  the  credit  of  the  colony 
would  be  shaken  because  such  a  Statement  was 
not  read  to  the  llouse  last  session.  My  opinion 
it,  that  no  written  Statement  should  be  allowed 
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to  be  read  in  this  House.  It  is  contrary  to  the 
rules.  It  is  a  breach  of  the  Standing  Orders,  of 
which  the  Speaker  ou{;ht  to  take  notice.  I  once 
tried  to  get  notice  taken  of  it,  and  the  answer 
I  received  was  that  the  custom  had  crept  in.  It 
was  not  defended — it  was  admitted  to  be  un- 
usual; it  was  admitted  to  be  in  many  respects 
inconvenient ;  but  it  was  said  that  the  practice 
had  not  previously  been  objected  to.  I  bad  a 
perfect  ri^ht  to  follow  the  £nglif»h  custom  and 
make  a  verbal  Statement  to  the  House.  I  made 
such  a  Statement  as  I  thought  was  necessary 
under  the  circumstances.  The  House  knows 
perfectly  well  that  it  was  impossible  to  make 
the  ordinary  Financial  Statement.  The  dissolu- 
tion was  to  take  place  immediately ;  and  as  the 
Government  was  lying  under  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence,  and  it  was  continually  pressed,  by 
an  Opposition  in  a  majority,  to  hurry  on  the  dis" 
solution,  I  maintain  that  it  would  have  been 
unconstitutional  on  my  part  to  make  a  more 
elaborate  Statement  than  I  did.  Our  position 
was  peculiar.  Harsh  words  were  used  to  us.  We 
were  told  that  we  had  been  condemned, — that 
we  were  ostracized, — that  we  could  do  nothing. 
Such  was  the  language  of  the  highest  authority 
in  the  country.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
made  such  a  Statement  as  I  thought  proper  and 
just.  That  Statement  should  have  been  taken 
down  by  the  reporter ;  but  the  mere  fact  of  the 
reporter  believing  that  I  would  make  a  Statement 
from  a  written  paper,  and  that  he  could  get  it 
afterwards,  and  therefore  omitting  to  take  down 
what  I  said,  reflects  no  blame  upon  me.  I  was 
surprised  to  hear  such  a  statement  made.  I  will 
now  pass  to  the  question  of  the  Civil  Service.  It 
is  said  that  we  have  neglected  the  interests  of 
the  officers  of  the  Civil  Service.  I  should  like 
the  Civil  Service  itself  to  be  appealed  to.  I  can 
solemnly  declare  that  I  have  cherished  those 
interests  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  There  are 
many  personal  friends  of  my  own  in  the  Civil 
Service  —  men  who  began  life  under  me,  and 
whose  interests  are  as  dear  to  me  as  those  of  my 
own  relatives :  in  fact,  I  should  do  more  for  them 
than  I  would  for  my  own  relatives,  because  I 
should  think  it  unfair  to  say  anything  in  their 
behalf.  I  say,  therefore,  that  the  accusation  is 
unjust  and  undeserved.  I  rest  cheerfully  on  the 
verdict  of  the  Civil  servants ;  and  I  believe  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  knows  in  his  heart  that 
I  did  not  deserve  the  remarks  he  made.  Then 
the  honorable  gentleman  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
the  lunatics.  I  feel  the  truth  of  all  that  lie  said 
in  favour  of  that  unfortunate  class  of  persons. 
Wherever  I  have  been  I  have  devoted  myself  to 
the  subject  of  hospitals  and  lunatic  asylums,  and 
I  can  appeal  to  the  history  of  many  countries  for 
the  proofs  of  what  I  have  done  in  respect  to  this 
question.  But  I  would  ask  the  House  to  re- 
member that  there  were  provincial  institutions  in 
this  country  which  managed  all  establislmients  of 
that  kind.  They  were  under  local  control,  and, 
generally  speaking,  were  well  managed.  It  vrill 
be  found,  in  one  of  the  highest  works  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  I  bore  testimony,  when  I  was  in  Enff- 
land,  to  what  had  been  done  in  Cliristchordi 
with  regard  to  the  lunatics  there^  and  that  one  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


Address  in  Beply, 


[HOUSE.] 


Address  in  Beply. 


the  firtt  medical  men  of  the  time  recorded  my 
(estimonj  in  his  book.  But  the  provincial  insti- 
tutions were  destroyed  by  ruthless  hands,  and  no 
other  form  of  gorernment  was  put  in  their  place. 
The  care  of  the  lunatic  a!»ylums  by  the  Goveru- 
nient  had  gone  on  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
they  were  in  a  bad  and  inefficient  state,  when 
we  came  into  office.  Sudden  reparation  was  im- 
possible ;  but  all  that  men  could  do  in  tlie  direc- 
tion of  benefiting  the  lunatics  we  did  our  best 
to  do.  The  subject  had  been  examined  by  the 
House,  and  I  feel  certain  that  what  I  say  will 
prove  to  be  the  case.  Then  the  honorable  gentle- 
man went  on  to  say  tiiat  all  con.«titutional  rule 
had  been  abolished  by  me — that  I  had  set  up  ati 
autocratic  form  of  government,  and  that  that  was 
what  the  Opposition  was  rebelling  against.  He 
laid  that  I  was  unfitted  by  previous  cSucalion  to 
administer  a  free  government.  I  do  not  know 
why  my  education  should  have  unfitted  me  to 
administer  a  free  government.  I  do  not  know 
why  I  should  be  charged  with  being  autocratic. 
I  appeal  to  crery  one  of  my  colleagues  to  say 
whether  I  have  been  so  or  not,  and  I  beliere  their 
opinion  would  be  that,  if  anything,  I  hare  been 
too  yielding.  Certain  instances  were  produced  of 
my  autocratic  conduct  in  this  House.  The  in- 
stance waa  adduced  of  my  advising  the  Governor 
to  disallow  the  Land  Bill.  Well,  Sir,  I  should 
repeat  that  adrioe  to-morrow  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. That  Land  Bill  was  as  iniquitous  a 
measure  as  was  ever  passed.  It  was  a  fulfilment 
of  the  course  formerly  entered  upon  by  the  honor- 
abb  gentleman  himself  at  Christchurch.  It  sacri- 
ficed the  interests  of  the  community  at  large  to 
those  of  the  squatters,  with  whom  he  was  allied. 
It  prolonged  their  licenses  for  ten  years,  with- 
out the  country  having  any  warning  that  such 
a  thing  was  to  be  done.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man himself  is  the  person  who  is  autocratic. 
He  has  injured  the  community  at  large  by  his 
autocratically  forcing  the  claims  of  the  squatters 
upon  them.  In  the  caj>e  of  the  Latid  Bill  there 
was  an  opportunity  of  appealing  to  the  people. 
There  was  no  necessity  to  pass  that  law  until 
the  new  Parliament  was  elected  to  succeed  that 
which  was  expiring.  Before  such  great  interests 
—disposing  of  the  leases  for  ten  years — were  dis- 
posed of,  the  Bill  should  have  been  sent  to  the 
constituencies,  because  all  New  Zealand  was  in- 
terested in  those  pastoral  leases.  But  the  House 
would  not  do  it.  The  squatters  had  a  miy'ority 
at  the  time,  and  we  were  defeated  upon  that 
point.  I  was  compelled  to  do  one  of  two  things 
— either  to  submit  to  what  I  believe  was  a  grieyous 
wrong,  or  to  make  a  last  effort  by  advising  the 
Governor  not  to  allow  such  a  wrong  to  be  done — 
to  save  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  He  chose 
to  do  this  wrong:  but  I  did  my  duty  to  the 
people  of  New  Zealand.  I  hod  no  personal  in- 
terest to  serve.  I  have  no  runs  myself.  I  was  a 
perfectly  impartial  person,  able  to  judge  calmly 
and  coolly  of  what  the  interests  of  New  2^ealand 
required ;  and  I  fearlessly  did  my  duty  t^  my 
countrymen,  knowing  perfectly  well  that  the 
squatters  of  Canterbury  would  pursue  me  till  I 
died,  for  the  effort  I  made  for  the  public  good. 
I  leave  honorable  gentlemen  to  judge  whether 


they  are  not  doing  that  now,  and  whether  they 
have  not  been  doing  it  ever  since.  I  strove  to 
have  iu  this  instance  justice  done  to  the  pubUo. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  Electoral  Bill,  I  am 
said  to  have  acted  autocratically  in  Chat  respect ; 
but  I  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  Electoral 
Bill  was  parsed  in  this  House,  and  waa  sent  up  to 
the  Legislative  Council.  The  members  of  that 
body,  in  their  own  interest,  opposed  the  Bill. 
But  it  merely  advocated  what  1  believe  were  the 
ju8t  rights  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and  I 
am  sorry  that  I  gave  the  honorable  gentleman 
offence  by  endeavouring  to  enforce  such  rights 
upon  him  and  the  House  in  which  he  then  was. 
But  they  so  altered  the  Bill  that  in  our  belief  we 
ran  the  chance  of  a  Native  disturbance  if  we  had 
allowed  it  to  bfcome  law.  We  had  a  perfect 
right  to  decide  whether  we  thought  that  proper 
or  not.  What  the  Legislative  Council  proposed 
to  do  was  this :  to  take  away  from  tho  Natives 
privileges  given  to  them  by  the  Constitution.  And 
an  accusation  was  made  against  me  as  if  I  had 
then  for  the  first  time  proposed  to  give  the 
Native  population  a  double  vote.  The  double 
vote  was  in  existence.  Some  honorable  gentleman 
says,  "  No,  no."  I  can  only  say  that,  whoever  he 
is,  he  must  be  totally  unacquainted  with  tho  Con- 
stitution of  this  country.  He  ought  not  to  hold 
a  seat  in  this  House  if  he  maintains  that,  for  he 
does  not  know  the  laws  of  New  Zealand.  Well,  I 
found  this  double  vote  in  existence :  I  did  not  intro- 
duce it  myself.  When  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
recommending  that  the  vote  should  be  given  to 
the  Native  population,  I  gave  them  a  fair  vote- 
that  is,  the  same  as  the  Europeans ;  afterwards 
tho  double  vote  was  added  by  other  persons. 
But  what  the  Legislative  Council  required  was 
that  we  should  take  away  one  of  their  votes 
without  the  Natives  being  consulted  in  the 
matter,  without  their  being  informed  that  it  was 
intended  to  do  anything  of  the  kind,  without 
their  being  asked  which  vote  they  would  rather 
lose.  If  we  had  incurred  all  the  Ul-feeling 
which  would  have  arisen  from  the  adoption  of 
that  course  the  probability  is  that  we  should 
have  found  ourselves  plunged  into  great  diffi- 
culty. The  Native  Minister  therefore  said,  "  We 
had  better  pass  the  Bill  as  it  was  sent  up  to 
the  Legislative  Council.  Don't  allow  them  to 
interfere  with  our  rights ;  we  have  never  inter- 
fered with  theirs.  We  sent  up  the  Bill  in  the 
form  in  which  we  wished  it  to  be  passed ;  and  we 
will  promise  that  during  the  recess  we  will  in- 
quire into  the  matter,  and  next  session  take  away 
ouo  vote  from  the  Natives."  But  the  Legislative 
Council  would  not  hear  us.  I  think  that  under 
these  circumstances  we  were  perfectly  justified  in 
refusing  to  incur  the  risk  I  have  pointed  out. 
The  other  points  are  really  hardly  worth  noticing. 
One  accusation  was,  that  the  Government  had  not 
allowed  the  people  of  New  2iealand  to  judge  for 
themselves  as  to  the  proposed  measures  of  the 
Government — that  we  had  gone  about  the  country 
—or,  at  least,  that  I  had — to  address  the  people. 
Now,  that  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  to  call 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  fools.  When  honor- 
able members  say  they  believe  that  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  would  allow  mo  to  persuade  them, 
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against  their  wills,  to  take  a  certain  course  and 
to  appfuTo  of  certain  measures,  and  that  they 
are  rot  able  to  judge  for  themselves,  they  eaj, 
in  a  roundabout  waj,  that  the  people  are  fools. 
What  those  honorable  gentlemen  wanted  was  that 
the  people  should  not  be  allowed  to  judge  for 
themselres.  Thej  did  not  wish  the  facts  of  the 
caae  put  before  them.  The  honorable  gentleman 
himself  is  the  man  who  did  not  wish  them  to  be 
allowed  to  form  a  fair  judgment  on  the  subject. 
He  said  that,  bj  instructing  the  people  of  New 
ISealand  on  the  great  questions  at  issue,  we  did 
not  allow  them  to  judge  for  themseWes.  I  eay 
that  to  give  them  information,  and  not  leave 
them  in  that  darkness  which  has  been  customary 
hitberto^that  darkness  in  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  himself  so  much  delights — to  let  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  know  exactly  what  the 
measures  are,  to  explain  them  fully  to  them, 
and  then  to  let  them  pronounce  their  opinion — 
I  say  that  that  is  to  let  them  fairly  judge  for 
themselyes,  and  that  I  was  doing  my  duty  to 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  in  giving  them  an 
opportunity  of  that  kind.  That  is  the  answer  I 
make  to  that  accusation.  Then,  Sir,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  said  what  I  was  very  sorry  to 
hear.  He  said  that,  because  the  people  of  Christ- 
church  asked  that  a  subsidy  due  to  them  should 
be  paid,  I  acted  unworthily  with  a  view  of  in- 
fluencing their  Totes ;  and  he  then  weut  on  to 
•ay  that  in  some  county  he  spoke  of  the  subsidy 
?ras  not  paid.  Well,  now,  that  may  be  the  case. 
I  do  not  know.  But  I  do  know  this :  that, 
making  inquiries  on  the  subject  recently  at  the 
Treasury,  I  found  out  that  of  all  the  subsidies 
there  were  only  two  that  had  not  been  paid,  and 
that  those  two  had  never  been  asked  for— that  the 
moment  any  subsidy  had  been  asked  for  it  had 
been  paid. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbeb. — Quite  wrong. 

Sir  G.  GEEY. — Some  honorable  member  says, 
"  Quite  wrong ;"  who  it  is  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  SUTTON.— I  know  of  two  or  three  that 
have  not  been  paid. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  simply  said  two.  It  may 
have  been  three.  I  was  told  two.  But  1  have 
been  assured  positiyely  that  every  subsidy  a^ked 
for  has  been  paid.  The  honorable  gentleman 
does  not  say  the  subsidy  has  been  asked  for  ?  I 
know  that  I  have  stated  what  I  was  told,  and 
I  firmly  beliere  that  what  I  was  told  was  rif;ht 
— that  every  subsidy  asked  for  had  been  paid, 
and  that  there  was  no  preference  given  to  Christ- 
church  over  any  other  place.  Then,  there  was  an 
accusation  that  I  gave  a  clock.  This  is  so  absurd 
that  it  is  hardly  worth  noticing.  But  there  was 
a  dock  which  was  lying  in  a  state  of  ruin. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  clock  keeps  excellent  time. 

SirG.  GREY.— It  had  lain  for  years  unnoticed. 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  "No:"  I  affirm 
the  contrary.  In  the  next  place,  I  did  not  give 
the  clock  myself;  there  was  a  consultation  of  the 
Government  upon  the  subject.  I  would  not  even 
renture  to  do  such  a  thing  as  that.  It  was 
agreed  that,  as  this  clock  was  wanted  as  a  public 
clock  for  the  town,  it  ought  properly  to  be  given 
to  the  Municipality ;  and,  as  it  was  lying  unused, 
that  course  was  adopted.  I  will  now  leave  those 
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points,  and  pass  to  other  questions.  I  think  I 
hare  bestowed  too  much  time  upon  them,  and 
they  really  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  main 
question  at  issue.  I  now  come  to  the  real  points 
at  issue  between  the  Opposition  and  the  Gk>Teni- 
ment.  I,  first  of  all,  begin  by  saying  this :  that 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  had  the  freest  form 
of  Constitution  in  the  world.  They  elected  what 
were  rirtually  their  own  Lieutenant-Goreniora. 
There  was  no  nominated  Upper  House.  They 
elected  erery  member  who  was  to  serre  the  people. 
They  had  the  power  of  makinp;  their  own  laws 
without  submitting  t  hem  to  the  Queen  ;  they  were 
sent  simply  to  Ministers  chosen  by  the  people  of 
this  country.  In  every  respect  it  was  one  of  the 
freest  institutions  in  the  world.  The  countiy  was 
well  gOTemed  under  it.  The  provinces  rose  to  a 
state  of  prosperity  and  stability,  and  they  had 
gained  that  position  with  a  rapidity  of  advancement 
almost  unequalled,  and  they  did  that  favoured 
by  a  Constitution  of  that  kind.  The  country  was 
in  a  perfectly  settled  state.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man  and  his  friends  destroyed  that  Constitution. 
They  deprived  the  people  of  New  Zealand  of  the 
liberties  they  had.  They  destroyed  a  gOTemment 
which  was  working  well,  and  producing  adTsa- 
tages  for  every  part  of  the  country ;  and  they  set 
up  absolutely  nothing  in  its  place — it  must  be 
admitted  that  their  attempt  was  an  utter  failure 
— and  they  managed  to  do  that  by  burdening  the 
revenue  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  They  bribed 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  abandon  rights  that 
they  may  never  get  again,  by  promising  them 
what  they  called  "subsidies** — '* substantial  sub- 
sidies"— which  they  took  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people.  They  took  them  out  of  one  pocket  and 
put  them  into  another,  subtracting  heavy  charges 
m  the  passage,  and  they  burdened  the  rerenue 
with  a  charge  which  now  amounts  to  about 
£555,000  a  year,  and  diminished  the  resources  of 
the  General  Government,  I  may  say,  to  that  ex- 
tent. The  GoTemment,  which  then  became  a  cen- 
tral Government,  had  no  proper  means  of  govern- 
ing the  distant  extremities  of  New  Zealand.  It 
had  not  been  formed  for  a  purpose  of  that  kind. 
Some  years  must  elapse  yet  before  it  can  possiblj 
fulfil  its  functions  in  every  part  of  New  Zea- 
land ;  and  a  system  of  centralization  which  is 
in  every  respect  most  objectionable  has  been  set 
up,  and  the  population  of  New  Zealand  have 
been  utterly  deprived  by  those  gentlemen  of  local 
self-government.  I  say  that  in  that  respect  thej 
have  been  the  enemies  of  their  country.  Thej 
may  attach  to  me  the  name  of  the  "common 
enemy  "  of  all.  I  say  the  man  who  obtained  the 
Constitution  I  hare  referred  to  for  New  Zealand 
was  its  friend,  and  that  those  who  destroyed  it 
were  really  the  enemies  of  all  the  people  of  New 
Zealand.  Then,  Sir,  honorable  gentlemen  tell  us 
now  that  they  are  all  liberal.  I  distrust  them. 
The  honorable  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken,  I 
am  assured  by  those  who  have  consulted  his 
speeches,  has  always  been  opposed  to  a  firee  fran- 
chise in  this  countiy.  He  has  ever  said  that  the 
people  have  no  natural  right  to  a  franchise — 
that  it  is  something  bestowed  upon  them  which 
they  haye  no  right  to  claim.  Such,  Sir,  has  been 
the  language  used  by  the  hQUorable  gentleman* 
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Well,  I  distnist  a  man  who  holds  those  Tiews.  I 
do  not  belieTe  such  a  man  would  gire  a  free 
franchise  if  he  could  help  it.  Then,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  sajs  that  now  ho  is  in  favour  of 
proper  representation.     I  ask,  if  those  honorable 

SnUemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  are  in 
TOUT  of  a  free  and  proper  representation  -  a 
representation  in  proportion  to  population — why 
hare  they,  after  so  many  years  of  mismanage- 
ment, allowed  the  representation  to  fall  into  the 
state  in  which  it  now  is  ?  Why  did  they  allow 
Uiat,  if  they  were  really  ottached  to  a  fair  system 
of  representation?  Why,  when  they  recently 
passea  a  new  Representation  Bill,  did  they  make 
the  matter  worse  ?  I  contend  that  they  intended 
to  build  up  the  power  of  a  landed  aristocracy 
in  this  country  in  imitation  of  England,  in  imita- 
tion of  that  power  attached  to  land  which  has 
been  so  hurtful  to  England  for  so  many  years ; 
and  that,  in  setting  up  the  kind  of  repre- 
sentation which  they  have  set  up,  they  did 
their  best  and  have  partially  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing about  a  state  of  things  such  as  that  whi^ 
Great  Britain  has  so  long  deplored.  Not  only 
hare  they  done  that,  but  they  have  secured 
this  further  disadvantage :  that  it  will  be  difficult 
indeed  to  wrest  from  them  powers  which  they 
now  bold,  and  which  they  ought  never  to  have 
assumed — tho^e  powers  thus  gained  by  creating 
small  constituencies  which  they  could  influence. 
I  say  that  from  that  fact  it  will  be  difficult  in- 
deed to  make  the  large  landed  estates  which  they 
have  acquired  pay  their  fair  share  towards  the 
taxation  of  the  country.  I  say  it  will  be  difficult 
indeed  to  make  those  who  have  realized  enor- 
mous incomes  in  New  Zealand  contribute  that 
proportion  of  those  incomes  to  the  taxes  which 
the  population  have  a  right  to  expect  from  them. 
And  it  will  t>e  difficult  to  bring  about  a  reform  of 
the  representation,  because  it  is  not  to  be  believed 
that  —  with  the  seooni  braiich  of  the  Legis- 
lature as  now  constituted  —  scents  so  easily  ob- 
tained from  the  smallness  of  the  constituencies 
will  be  readily  abandoned.  There  must  be  a 
similar  contest  to  that  which  took  place  in  Eng- 
land with  reference  to  the  rotten  boroughs  at 
the  time  of  the  Reform  Bill.  The  honorable 
gentleman  knows  that  perfectly  well.  He  did  not 
tell  the  House  that.  And  he  knows  that  many 
sit  there  wIk>  do  not  represent  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  population  of  New  Zealand,  and  that  this 
House  does  not  truly  represent  the  country. 
And  when  he  said  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  West  did  not  go  far  enough  when 
he  made  the  pregnant  statement  which  he  did 
to-day,  in  the  able  speech  we  have  heard  from 
him,  that  two  members  on  the  side  of  the  Govern- 
ment— the  one  who  moved  the  Address,  and  the 
one  who  seconded  it — were  returned  by  more 
people  than  eleven  members  who  were  on  the 
Opposition  side,  it  occurred  to  me  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hall)  who  moved  the 
amendment  did  not  himself  go  far  enough.  It  is 
true  that  in  a  few  instances  named  it  would  appear 
the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hurst)  did  not  go 
.far  enough ;  but  I  say,  Sir,  that  the  honorable 
member  (Mr.  Hall)  who  has  moved  this  amend- 
■MDt  did  not  himself  go  far  enough.    Let  any  man 


search  for  himself  in  the  returns  which  show  all  the 
electoral  districts  of  the  colony,  and  then  let  him 
deny  that  honorable  gentlemen  sit  there  who  do 
not  represent  a  fair  and  just  n timber  of  electors 
as  they  ought  to  do,  and  that  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  are  consequently  not  fairly  represented 
in  this  House.  Then,  Sir,  I  pa»s  to  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  said  on  the  subject  of  the 
incidence  of  taxation.  He  said  he  was  the  indi- 
vidual who  had  imposed  some  admirable  system 
of  taxation  on  New  Zealand,  from  which  the 
greatest  amount  of  revenue  was  received. 

Mr.  HiLL. — I  said  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Government  which  had  done  so. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— 1  do  not  know  what  kind  of 
taxation  it  was — whether  the  duties  were  Customs 
duties 

Mr.  HALL. — Stamp  duties. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— They  do  not  constitute  the 
largest  portion  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  did  not  say  they  did. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — They  form  a  very  small  portion 
of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  HALL.— £200,000  a  year. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  believe  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  a  member  of  the  Gbremment  which 
imposed  the  enormous  Customs  duties  that  now 
prevail.  I  think  he  was  a  member  of  tho 
Government  that  altered  the  Customs  duties, 
greatly  increasing  them.  That  was  a  matter 
which  he  left  out  of  sight.  He  did  not  allow  the 
people  of  Now  Zealand  to  judge  for  themselves 
in  that  respect.  That  comer  was  dark  in  the 
house  of  his  conscience.  But,  Sir,  I  say  that 
the  question  undoubtedly  is  this  :  The  people  of 
New  Zealand  have  for  years  been  subjected  to  an 
unfair  taxation — a  taxation  by  which  the  land- 
holders have  largely  benefited  by  not  bearing  a 
just  share  of  the  charges  of  the  country.  The 
honorable  gentleman  spoke  of  the  unfairness  of 
the  land-tax.  I  appeal  to  everybody  to  say 
whether  a  fairer  tax  was  ever  imposed.  The 
only  fault  was  that  it  was  not  larger  and  progres- 
sive. As  the  incomes  derived  from  land  bene- 
fited  by  the  public  expenditure,  so  ought  the 
amount  of  tax  levied  on  those  lands  to  have  been 
raised.  That  would  have  been  fair  and  just. 
The  injustice  which  has  been  done  in  reference 
to  the  land-tax  is  to  the  people  at  large — not 
to  those  who  pay  the  tax.  'Ihe  object  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  and  of  those  who  think 
with  him  is  to  make  all  contribute  alike  to  the 
revenue.  I  remarked  the  terms  of  his  expres- 
sion. His  object  is  to  make  every  individual, 
from  the  poorest  to  the  richest,  pay  in  proportion 
to  his  property.  I  say  that  nothing  can  be  more 
unjust.  Let  the  people  pay  in  proportion  to  the 
sacrifice  they  make  in  paying  the  taxes.  That 
is  the  fair  rule.  That  is  the  rule  now  recognized 
by  all  persons  who  study  political  economy.  I 
remarked  that  the  honorable  gentleman  distinctly 
evaded  that  question.  That  is  one  reason  why 
I  can  repose  no  confidence  in  the  Opposition. 
Another  thing  is  this:  No  reference  was  made 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  to  the  fair  and  equit- 
able administration  of  lands — both  public  and 
Native  lunds.  He  said  nothing  of  the  manifest 
abuses  that  prevailed  in  the  time  past.    He  ex* 
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pressed  no  regret  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in 
imposing  buoIi  bad  laws  on  the  colony.  He  ex- 
pressed no  sort  of  sorrow  for  the  way  in  which 
ahnost  every  acre  of  good  knd  in  the  Prorince  of 
Canterbury  lias  been  taken  up  without  the  public 
having  had  a  fair  chance.  !No  sorrow  or  regret 
was  expressed  for  that ;  and  yet  nothing  more 
unfair  was  ever  done.  N<»  people  have  bt-en  more 
injured  than  the  people  of  Canterbury  have  been. 
Let  an  examination  be  made  into  the  pre-emptive 
rights  obtained,  into  the  f>yf»t<?m  of  gridironing, 
into  all  these  points,  and  I  am  sure  that  one 
general  opinion  will  be  arrived  at — that  a  change 
must  be  made,  and  that  a  fair  and  just  adminis- 
tration of  land,  both  public  and  Native,  will  have 
to  be  secured.  Everything  was  done  to  build  up  the 
power  of  this  landed  ari?iocr«ey,  even  in  reference 
to  the  rents.  What  did  they  do?  They  established 
a  Land  Board  in  each  provincial  district.  By 
whom  were  these  Boards  to  bo  chosen  ?  By  the 
Government  in  office  at  the  time,  who  made  the 
law.  They  were  not  elected  by  the  people.  There 
was  no  justice  \\\  that  respect.  In  every  way  an 
effort  was  made  by  the  law- makers  and  adminis- 
trators of  the  law  to  secure  thete  great  advantages 
for  themselves,  so  as  to  render  their  position  almost 
unassailable.  Then  I  say  that  the  people  not 
only  require  a  change  in  the  administration  of  the 
laud,  but  they  also  require  that  some  perfect 
system  of  local  self-government  should  be  esta- 
blished. The  country  can  no  longer  go  on  in  its 
present  state.  The  Opposition  have  not  told  us 
what  they  intend  to  do.  They  have  accused  me  : 
I  now  accuse  them.  I  say  to  them,  For  years  you 
liave  taken  liberty  after  liberty  from  the  people 
of  New  Zealnnd.  You  took' from  them  their 
provincial  institutions;  jou  set  up  nothing  of 
equal  fresdoni  in  their  place.  You  took  from 
them  their  fair  right  of  representation,  so  that  a 
very  small  number  of  electors,  in  many  places, 
return  members  to  Parliament — small  bodies  of 
elettors  who  can  be  easily  managed.  Under  that 
system  of  laws  the  Opposition  and  their  friends 
principally  acquired  vast  tracts  of  territory- 
tracts  80  large  that,  if  the  whole  of  them  vvere 
summed  up  together,  I  feel  certain  honorable 
gentlemen  would  be  perfectly  astonished.  In 
truth,  in  that  respect,  there  was  growing  up  the 
system  of  landed  magnates  which  prevails  in 
Great  Britain.  It  appeared  inevitable  that  in  a 
few  years  there  would  be  a  number  of  very  rich 
men  holding  enormous  properties  which  they 
really  had  no  more  right  to  than  their  fellow-men, 
and  the  great  mass  of  the  country  would  be  sunk 
in  poverty.  That  is  what  we  were  rapidly  coming 
to,  and  what  we  are  determined  to  avoid.  The 
Opposition  wore  determined  to  resist  us  by  not 
giving  a  greater  franchise— a  fair  representation — 
to  the  people  j  by  providing  that  Land  Boards 
should  be  nominated;  by  providing  that  the 
people,  as  a  mass,  should  be  taxed  to  pay  subsi- 
dies to  those  Ixviies  which  had,  by  means  of  a 
plurality  of  votes,  in  every  respect  fortified  tlu  m- 
selves  in  a  po>ition,  and  rendered  it  extremely 
difficult  to  aswiil  them.  It  was  necessaiy  iJiat 
the  battle  should  be  fonglit.  Let  me  point  out 
whit  the  inevitable  effect  of  that  would  have 
beeu — what  we  were  coming  to.  I  will  just  state, 
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first  of  all,  a  few  cases  showing  wliat  ie  the  position 
of  Europe  at  the  pf^esent  moment.  I  will  begin 
with  Scotland.  I  will  tell  the  House  this:  tliat 
12  largo  landed  proprietors  hold  one-fourth  of 
Scotland,  and  820  landed  proprietors  hold  two- 
thirds  of  Scotland.  Now,  that  is  what  we  should 
rapidly  have  come  to  here.  In  Ireland,  292 
persons  own  one-third  of  the  island,  744  persons 
own  the  half  of  Ireland,  and  1,942  persons  hold 
two-thirds  of  Ireland,  and  almost  the  whole  of 
it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the^e  1,942  persons 
when  large  leases  fall  in.  Take  England  and 
Wales :  280  persons  hold  one-sixth  of  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales ;  and  10,257  people 
hold  two-thirds  of  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  what 
the  total  number  of  persons  who  hold  pro- 
perty in  England  and  Wales  is,  because,  in  the 
ret  urns  the  Government  allowed  to  be  taken,  they 
mixed  up  in  England  and  Wales  leaseholders, 
returning  leaseholders  as  freeholders,  and  thej 
would  not  allow  forests  and  commons  held  l^ 
these  people  to  be  taken  into  account  either.  So 
that  there  was  no  possibility,  under  that  sjstem, 
of  getting  an  exact  account  of  the  persons;  bofc 
the  result  is  this :  that  12,469  persons  hold  two- 
thirds  of  England,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland. 
Now  let  us  turn,  on  the  other  hand,  to  France. 
In  France  there  are  seven  million  landed  pro- 
prietors, reckoning  down  only  to  those  who  hold 
six  acres.  In  the  return  of  persons  in  England 
and  Wales  they  have  gone  down  to  people  hold- 
ing as  small  a  piece  of  land  as  an  acre.  The  re- 
sult is  this  :  It  has  been  found  that  much  greater 
comfort,  much  greater  wealth,  throughout  the 
whole  population,  prevails  in  France,  in  Germany, 
in  Austria,  in  Italy,  in  Norway,  in  Denmark,  in 
Sweden,  in  Belgium,  and  in  Holland — all  exist- 
ing under  one  land  law — than  prevails  in  Eng- 
land— while  this  land  law  of  England  entails 
an  amount  of  wretehedness  and  misery  which  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  describe.  The  result 
of  that  is  this  :  that  it  not  only  impoyerishes 
the  nation,  but  hardens  the  hiarts  of  the  land- 
owners, who  think  nothing  of  the  misery  which 
they  inflict  on  the  roill)ou<>.  Nothing  can  in- 
duce them  to  yield  theso  piivileges,  which  keep 
millions  of  their  fellow- countrymen  in  a  state 
of  starvation,  or  semi-stnrvation,  and  absolute 
misenr.  They  harden  the  heart  to  the  sufferings 
of  other  people.  Great  landlords  may  be  kind 
to  their  immediate  dependants — may  give  large 
sums  in  times  of  much  distress ;  but  they  think 
nothing  of  the  daily  miseries  of  the  noillions, 
continued  throughout  many  generations.  That 
I  may  not  be  accused  of  saying  what  is  wrong 
on  this  subject,  I  will  give  two  instances  which 
struck  me  in  an  extraordinary  degree  as  to  the 
effect  which  these  land  laws  of  Great  Britain 
have  on  the  human  heart.  The  first  occurred 
while  I  was  in  England,  at  the  election  in 
November,  1868.  Mr.  Disraeli,  addressing  the 
electors  of  Buckinghamshire,  ^aid  this  :  He  de- 
scribed the  famine  of  Ireland  as  a  blessing.  An 
immense  number  of  people  had  indeed  died  ; 
an  enormous  mtdtitude  had  been  driven  out  of 
the  country.  That,  he  said,  was  a  blessing  given 
•uch  as  uo  statesman  cpuld  confer :  it  was  given 
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bj  the  Maker  of  the  Universe:  it  reduced  the 
population  in  such  a  manner  that  the  landlords 
were  able  to  deal  with  the  people.  It  is  quite 
erident  that,  if  from  any  country  you  tnko  a  mil- 
lion of  people,  or  any  large  proportion  of  people, 
say  one-sixtli  or  one-seTcnth,  tliose  who  are  left 
behind  must  for  a  time  appear  to  be  bene- 
fited,  because  they  inherit  the  property,  howerer 
trifling,  of  that  large  number  swept  away.  But 
what  appears  to  me  a  horrible  thing  was  this : 
that  Mr.  Disraeli  said  that  these  numerous 
deaths  were  such  a  benefit  that  the  people  of 
Chvat  Britain  ought  to  be  grateful  for  the  misfor- 
tune that  had  fallen  on  Ireland.  Tlieo,  when  a 
Toice  in  the  crowd,  which  Mr.  Disraeli  recog- 
nised, cried  out,  "  Three  cheers  for  the  famine  in 
Ireland,"  Mr.  Disraeli  assented,  and  three  cheers 
were  siren  ;  and  when  finished  Mr.  Disraeli  said, 
"  Well,  you  have  given  three  cheers,  before  this, 
fur  things  which  have  not  done  so  much  good  to 
man  aa  that  famine."  Consider  what  that  meant! 
Instead  of  that  famine  being  the  visitation  of 
Ood,  it  was  the  work  of  man,  beyond  all  doubt. 
Ireland  was  in  this  state :  that  the  mass  of  the 
pK>pulation  were  having  no  other  means  of  sub- 
eisteooe  than  small  plots  of  land,  from  a  quarter 
of  an  acre  to  ten  acres,  and  the  average  rent  was 
£10  an  acre ;  the  whole  of  which  £10,  or  the  pro- 
duce which  represented  it,  was  generally  taken  out 
of  Ireland  to  be  put  in  the  pockets  of  absentees. 
What  was  the  result  ?  The  people  were  forced 
to  exist  on  their  only  means  of  subsistence — 
potatoes ;  and  the  Government  was  often  warned 
that  the  ineritable  result  would  be  that  a  famine 
would  take  place.  The  famine  did  take  place; 
the  most  dreadful  scenes  occurred ;  and  Mr. 
Disraeli  said  that  this  was  a  benefit  for  which 
thej  ought  to  feel  grateful!  Above  a  million  of 
people  died  of  starvation,  and  in  most  horrible 
oreamstances.  Any  man  who  reads  the  account 
of  what  took  place  will  hare  his  heart  moved  in 
foeh  a  way  as  nothing  else  could  move  it.  He 
will  hear  of  Others  being  anxious  to  bury  their 
ehildren  in  consecrated  ground,  v^hich  privilege 
they  Talued  so  highly  that  a  sickly  man  was  seen 
creeping  along  the  road,  dtt^ging  by  a  string  the 
dead  bodies  of  his  two  children  behind  him.  He 
will  hear  of  people  dying  in  houses,  of  no  one 
being  there  to  bury  them,  and  of  their  bodies 
betnff  devoured  by  rats.  He  will  hear  of  a  mil- 
lion human  t>eing8  swept  away  by  the  most  linger- 
ing and  agonizing  of  deaths.  Yet  three  cheers 
were  given  for  an  event  of  that  kind.  The  other 
day  another  thing  of  the  same  kind  took  place. 
There  was  a  great  dinner  at  the  Mansion  Hou^e. 
From  three  to  four  hundred  persons  were  pre- 
sent. There  was  the  richest  kind  of  gold  and  silver 
l^ate,  wines  of  every  sort,  luxuries  of  every  kind, 
and  from  three  to  four  hundred  of  the  magnates 
of  the  country  assembled,  proud  in  their  wealth, 
proud  in  their  position.  What  did  the  Earl  of 
beaoonsfield  do  ?  He  made  a  great  s])eech.  He 
told  them  that  landed  property  in  Great  Britain 
ought  to  continue  as  at  present ;  that  there  ought 
to  be  no  alteration  in  the  law :  and  that  an- 
Booncement  was  received  with  frantic  cheers. 
Their  virion  was  fixed  on  themselves,  on  iheir 
own  wealth  and  magnificence.    This  they  thought 


of,  thinking  nothing  of  the  millions  of  wretched 
beings  outeide  the  walls  of  the  Man!)ion  House, 
of  the  two  hundred  thousand  paupers  in  London. 
Consider  the  agricultural  population  beyond  Lon- 
don. Consider  the  people  in  Ireland,  the  poor 
in  Scotland,  who  can  get  no  land,  no  home,  for 
whom  there  is  no  hope,  who  have  nothing  be- 
fore them  in  old  age  but  tlie  workhouse  and  a 
pauper's  grave  ;  and  then  consider  these  three  or 
four  hundred  people  resolving  that  no  alteration 
should  be  made  in  the  land  law,  which  was 
bringing  such  misery  on  millions.  I  say  that  no 
more  terrible  siglit  has  been  seen  in  the  world. 
We  have  one  type  given  to  us  illustrating  things 
of  this  kind.  We  have  an  account  of  a  great 
feast,  in  which  people  drank  wine  out  of  vessels 
of  gold  and  silver,  and  hardened  their  hearts  abso- 
lutely and  entirely  ;  but  a  hand  came  and  wrote 
upon  the  wall,  "  Mene,  mene,  tekel,  upharsin." 
And  I  Fay,  in  reference  to  that  dinner  in  the 
Mansion  House  in  England,  that,  although  no 
hand  was  visible,  upon  the  wall  it  was  written 
that  an  end  shoula  come  to  that  detestable 
system  under  which  millions  were  oppressed,  and 
that  the  land — which  it  is  clearly  the  common 
property  and  right  of  all  men  bom  into  the  world 
to  have  a  fair  chance  of  acquiring  a  portion  of 
— should  no  longer  be  shut  against  the  immense 
mass  of  the  people,  so  that  tweWe  thousand  people 
can  bold  two-thirds  of  the  country,  and  can 
keep  the  rest  of  the  population  virtually  as  slaves. 
That  is  the  attempt  which  has  been  made  in 
New  Zealand  in  the  pcwt — an  attempt  to  set  up 
here  immense  landed  properties  by  means  unfair 
to  the  community  at  large.  I  say  that  the  real 
question  at  issue  is,  not  whether  we  shall  have 
personal  government  or  party  government,  but 
whether  tlie  system  now  in  operation  in  this 
country  shall  be  allowed  to  continue,  or  whether 
a  new  system  shall  be  allowed  to  be  set  up.  That 
is  the  point  which  myself  and  those  who  work 
with  me  are  determined  to  work  for.  Wliat  we 
feel  is  this :  We  know  that  generation  after 
generation  of  men  appear  upon  this  earth,  and  we 
look  with  wonder  as  we  consider  this  vast  pro- 
cession coming  on.  If  we  try  to  trace  it  back- 
wards we  lose  the  beginning  of  the  procession  in 
the  dark  gloom  of  history.  Nothing  exists  of 
them ;  but  we  know  that  each  generation,  as  it  came 
on,  has  had  to  contend  against  the  miseries  of  life, 
against  the  oppression  of  the  few  over  the  many  ; 
and  we  cannot  help  thinking  of  that  with  sorrow, 
and  longing  that  some  change  should  take  place. 
Wo  also  know  that  in  each  generation  there  have 
been  some  men  who  have  stood  forward  and  have 
fought  for  the  public  good,  achieving  perhaps  but 
little,  but  still  accomplishing  something.  We 
know  that  those  men,  feeling  that  they  were  in 
the  performance  of  their  duty,  and  studying  the 
human  race,  were  not  mere  dreamers,  but  were 
benefactors  of  their  kind.  They  felt  that  all  that 
gave  value  to  their  livps  was  derived  from  their 
fellow-men  j  they  felt  that  all  that  gave  them 
pleasure,  and  happiness  to  their  homes,  came 
from  their  fellow-men  ;  and  they  therefore  felt 
that  they  ought  to  make  themselves  useful  to 
thoso  who  occupied  the  earth  with  themselves. 
We  are  also  determined  to  return  the  benefits 
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we  hare  reoeiyed,  by  doing  a  aerrioe  to  those 
amongst  whom  we  live.  We  are  resolved  to 
devote  ourselves  to  that  duty.  We  feel  that 
we  shall,  to  some  extent,  succeed,  and  feel  cer- 
tain of  this :  that  eo  long  as  we  have  that  ta{*k 
before  u)«,  and  steadily  pursue  it,  we  ehall  know 
no  despair,  that  no  chill  of  despondency  shall 
come  over  us,  because  we  are  certain  to  achieve 
something.  We  know  that  it  has  taken,  as  gene- 
rations came  on,  many  years  in  each  case  to  build 
up  even  the  smallest  portions  of  the  edifice  of 
freedom  which  the  human  race  are  trying  to 
erect.  We  are  resolved  that  we  ourselves, 
whatever  may  be  the  difficulties  we  encoun- 
ter, will  do  something  towards  completing  that 
edifice,  something  towards  adding  to  its  beauty, 
something  to  make  its  proportions  greater  and 
belter  than  they  were.  We  care  nothine  for  the 
taunts  which  are  hurled  against  us,  for  the  puny 
and  contemptible  accusations  which  are  made, 
Buch  as  I  have  noticed  this  night.  We  know  that 
we  shall  succeed  in  lajing  here  the  foundations  of 
a  race  whicli  will  be  in  every  respect  a  monument 
to  the  efforts  of  those  who  have  striven  to  build 
it,  which  shaU  be  as  a  lieht  here,  at  the  utmost 
limits  of  the  known  world,  lightening  up  the 
dark  regions  which  surround  New  Zecdand,  and 
securing  to  them  civilization  and  Christianity. 
Whether  we  are  in  oflloe  or  out  of  office,  we  can 
equally  pursue  that  course;  we  can  equally  do 
our  duty  to  our  neighbour  and  our  fellow-man. 
With  that  object  before  us,  it  is  indifferent  to  us 
what  position  we  hold.  We  shall  hardly  turn 
aside,  as  I  have  to-night,  to  notice  the  contempt- 
ible accusations  made  to  try  to  darken  our  eood 
fame.  We  seek  something  nobler,  something 
greater  ;  and  we  shall  have  this  solace  in  old  age, 
that  we  can  look  back  on  something  accomplished 
here,  upon  abuses  swept  away,  upon  freedom 
secured,  upon  liberties  gained  for  the  people  of 
Ifew  Zealand,  upon  equality  of  taxation,  upon  a 
system  of  society  which  secures  a  home  to  all, 
and  hopes  to  all  men  in  the  country.  Fortified 
by  these  thoughts,  by  these  desires,  we  will 
walk  calmly,  quietly,'  and  cheerfully  on  in  the 
course  we  have  entered  upon»  whatever  position 
we  occupy. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— I  never  rose  in  this  House 
with  so  much  reluctance  as  I  do  to-night.  I 
feel  myself  very  presumptuous  in  rising  at  all, 
and  haid  the  matter  been  left  to  my  own  judg- 
ment I  certainly  should  not  have  done  so.  We 
have  listened  to-night  to  two  speeches  both  of 
which,  in  their  way,  were  very  remarkable.  They 
were  as  different  as  two  speeches  could  well  be. 
And  yet  each  of  them  was  good  of  its  kind.  One 
we  may  look  upon  as  a  terrestrial  speech,  and  the 
other  as  quite  a  cele»tial  speech.  One  gentleman 
confined  himself  to  what  I  suppose  is  the  business 
of  this  House ;  the  other  gentleman  took  us  to 
England,  to  Scotland,  to  Ireland,  to  France,  and 
to  Babylon.  And  yet,  after  all,  I  think  it  must  bo 
admitted  that  he  said  wonderfully  little  on  the 
subject  which  we  have  to-night  under  discussion. 
I  have  no  wings  to  carry  me  to  Babylon.  Every 
one  who  knows  me  knows  that  I  am  a  most 
commonplace,  matter-of-fact  speaker,  and  if  I 
were  to  attempt  to  follow  the  Premier  through 
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the  regions  which  he  has  traversed  to-night  \i 
would  simply  be  a  very  sudden  descent  from  the 
sublime  to  the  ridiculous.  Before  I  go  into  what 
has  been  said  by  the  Premier  I  would  like  to 
make  a  few  remarks  about  the  propoeer  and 
seconder  of  this  motion,  because,  after  all,  I 
suppose  we  may  bo  considered  to-night  to 
be  speaking  upon  the  Address  in  Reply.  I 
think  I  may  safely  say  I  never  saw  such  a 
thoroughly  trashy,  contemptible  document  sup- 
ported by  two  such  exceedingly  good  men 
as  those  who  proposed  and  seconded  it.  If 
the  Government  had  no  consideration  for  their 
own  credit  in  the  matter,  they  certainly  should 
have  proposed  something  more  respectable  than 
they  nave  placed  in  the  hands  of  two  of  their 
supporters  who  are  in  themselves  thoroughly 
respectable  men,  who  do  the  Qovemment  a  great 
deal  of  credit ;  but  I  am  quite  sure  they  will  not 
keep  them  long.  There  are  only  one  or  two  qnes* 
tions  alluded  to  bv  the  honorable  member  for 
Christchureh  City  (Mr.  Andrews) — who,  I  must 
say,  confined  himself  to  the  subject  in  a  strict 
and  business-like  way — in  respect  of  which  I  shall 
correct  him,  and  in  regard  to  which  he  has  erred, 
I  believe,  through  having  lately  listened  more  to 
the  high  flights  of  the  Premier  than  to  such  matter- 
of-fact  speeches  as  he  will  hear  in  this  House. 
The  Premier's  imaginary  pictures,  I  believe,  have 
led  him  into  the  idea  that  when  contesting  the 
Christchureh  election  he  was,  in  some  way  utterly 
unknown  to  us,  contesting  the  seat  against  two 
illiberal  men,  who  were  opposed  to  all  those 
liberal  measures  which  he  himself  so  sincerely 
and  heartily  supports.  For  the  information  of 
the  new  member  for  Christchureh  City,  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  all  old  members  of  this  House 
know  that  the  residential  qualification  Electoral 
Bill  was  passed  by  this  House  more  than  twelve 
months  ago  by  a  majority  of  61  to  2.  Now,  I  do 
not  understand  very  well  how  an  appeal  could  be 
made  to  the  country  in  favour  of  that  Bill  as 
against  this  House,  which  carried  the  measure  by 
such  a  majority.  What  is  more  remarkable  is 
that  one — and  the  only  one  now  in  the  House — 
of  the  two  gentlemen  who  voted  against  that  Bill, 
is  sitting  on  the  self-styled  Liberal  side  of  the 
House.  It  is  true  I  do  not  think  he  belongs  to 
that  side,  inasmuch  as  he  told  his  constituents 
that  he  could  not  support  the  Premier,  both  on 
account  of  the  despotic  habiti  which  he  had 
acquired  in  his  vocation  as  Governor  of  the 
colony,  and  on  account  of  the  infirmity  which 
he  had  reached  in  consequence  of  his  age.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  do  not  know  why  he  still 
sits  there.  I  had  hoped  he  would  come  over  to 
this  side  of  the  House.  He  is  a  gentleman  whom 
I  highly  esteem,  and  with  whom  I  have  been 
often  associated ;  and  I  should  be  glad  to  see  him 
on  this  side.  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  him 
to  do  so,  if  he  intends  to  carry  out  the  declara- 
tions he  has  made  on  that  subject.  I  will  not 
just  now  enter  into  the  proofs  of  the  Premier's 
despotism  and  infirmity,  but  I  will  just  say  that, 
in  addition  to  the  mistake  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchureh  City  made  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Electoral  Bill,  he  has  also  made  a 
mistake  when  he  supposes  that  we  have  done 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


Address  in  Beply.  [HOUSE.] 


Address  in  Beply, 


49 


nothing  in  this  House  with  regard  to  extending 
the  hours  for  polling.  Tlie  Bill  I  hnve  already 
alluded  to  did  extend  the  time  of  polling  bj  ^ome 
four  hours,  when  introduced  into  the  House;  but 
before  it  left  the  House  that  extension  was  reduced 
to  two  hours.  That  amendment,  which  I  did  not 
think  was  an  amendment  at  .all,  though  it  whs  so 
called,  was  moved  bj  a  gentleman  wlio  occupied 
the  yerj  sumo  seat  as  the  new  member  for  Christ- 
church  Citj  spoke  from  this  afternoon.  There 
were  manj  divisions  upon  the  Bill,  and  I  was 
myself  exceedingly  sorry  to  find  that  the  House 
shortened  the  hours.  I  can  assure  the  honorable 
member  that  tlds  is  not  a  new  subject  in  the 
House.  It  has  received  the  attention  of  the 
Bouse  on  several  occasions,  and  I  believe  it  will 
be  certainly  carried  this  session,  or  whenever 
we  come  to  consider  the  Electoral  Bill.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  with  regard  to  the  simpli  cation 
.of  the  mode  of  registration.  I  do  not  know 
if  we  are  to  take  the  Bill  introduced  into  the 
House  last  session  by  the  Oovernment  as  a 
sample  of  what  we  are  to  expect  this  session.  If 
■o,  I  must  say  that,  so  far  from  simplifying  the 
mode  of  regi'«tration,  that  Bill  has  made  regis- 
tration so  exceedingly  difficult  and  complicated 
under  the  residential  claim  that  some  of  my  con- 
ftituents  would  hare  to  spend  more  to  register 
a  vote  than  would  enable  them  to  buy  a  piece 
of  land  and  build  a  whare  to  qualify  themselves 
aa  householders.  They  would  have  to  ride  150 
miles  over  the  country  each  way — 300  miles  in  all 
— besidt'S  paying  28.  when  they  got  to  the  registra- 
tion office.  If  that  is  what  is  cafied  a  liberal  mea- 
sure, I  must  conffsa  I  have  forsaken  the  Liberal 
party  altogether.  I  do  not  want  any  such  liberal 
measurvs.  The  honorable  member  who  seconded 
thi«  Beply  to  the  Speech  gare  the  House  abun- 
dant proofs  that  we  shall  often  hear  him  in 
this  House,  and  hear  him  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure.  At  the  same  lime,  he  exhibited  a  great 
deal  more  of  the  combative  spirit  than  wa^  ex- 
hibited by  the  honorable  member  for  Oiirist- 
church  Ciiy  ;  and,  sinuular  to  sar,  he  will  always 
hare  to  remember  that  his  first  blow  in  this  House 
was  struck  at  the  wrong  man — he  knocked  the 
wrong  man  down.  He  began  by  asserting  very 
vehemently  that  it  was  idle  to  deny  that  the  great 
liberal  measure j  have  been  before  the  country, 
and  have  been  decided  upon  favourably  by  the 
eountry.  That  is  just  what  no  one  does  deny ; 
on  the  contrary,  we  complain  that  measures  about 
which  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  in  this 
House  were  dangled  before  the  country  to  hide 
the  real  question  at  issue.  What  we  complain  of 
is,  that  the  question  whether  these  gentlemen 
were  qualified,  wliether  they  were  competent, 
whether  they  were  capable,  whether  they  were 
houest  enough  to  hold  those  seats  and  ad- 
minister the  government  of  the  country,  was 
the  proper  question  to  go  to  the  country.  But 
they  chose  to  sa}',  **  We  are  the  advocates  of 
liberal  measures,  and  those  other  fellows  are  the 
adrocates  of  anything  but  liberal  measures^they 
are  tyrants  and  Conservatives ;"  when  the  real 
liict  was,  that  the  House  had  carried  those  mea- 
•tUM^citlier  carried  them  or  pressed  them  upon 
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the  Government.  It  was  the  Premier  who  re- 
sisted them  and  prevented  them  becoming  the 
law  of  the  country,  although  he  had  the  audacity 
to  go  to  the  country  and  say  not  one  word  about 
tiie  incapacity  or  mismanagement  ho  had  shown 
in  his  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  country — 
which  was  the  real  ground  on  which  his  GK>vem- 
ment  was  condemned — but  simply  boa^t  about 
liberal  measures,  which  the  House  was  far  more 
anxious  to  pass  than  he  was.  I  hope  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West  did  not 
intend  to  speak  in  the  slighting  manner  in  which 
he  did  about  the  Native  disturbances.  He  spoke 
about  men  of  the  same  family,  all  dark-skinned, 
killing  one  another  as  if  it  was  of  no  consequence. 
I  am  sure  he  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  anything 
of  the  kind.  Whatever  may  be  said  about  the 
position  the  Government  has  placed  *us  in,  the 
House  will  unanimously  deplore,  without  any  con- 
sideration of  party  questions,  that  such  things 
should  be  taking  place  among  any  race  in  this 
country — that  the  Qt)vemment  should  be  in  the 
position  of  being  unable  to  say  that  life  and  pro- 
perty, whether  Native  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
secure  by  the  law  of  the  land.  There  was  one 
remark  made  by  the  honorable  member  that 
gives  me  great  hopes  of  him  for  the  future, 
although  undoubtedly  it  was  the  weakest  part  of 
his  speech,  and  that  was  the  remsrk  in  which  he 
told  us,  with  a  great  deal  of  guileless  simplicity, 
that  the  Premier  had  assured  him  confidentially 
that  he  wanted  nothing  but  what  was  right.  I  am 
sure  there  is  not  a  young  Grejite  in  this  House  who 
has  not  been  assured  the  same  thing  in  the  most 
confidential  manner  by  the  Premier.  It  is  little 
more  than  twelve  months  ago  since  another  gentle- 
man came  into  the  House,  and  seconded  the 
Address  in  Reply,  who  said  much  the  same  thing. 
When  he  came  into  the  House  he  really  believed 
in  good  faith  that  the  Premier  was  fighting  with 
some  great  squatters,  hind  speculators,  or  land- 
sharks  in  the  House ;  but,  after  spending  one 
session  here,  he  began  to  find  that  these  land- 
sharks  and  squatters  were  not  in  existence  here. 
He  began  to  see  that  the  Government  were 
very  much  more  fond  of  dangling  liberal  mea- 
sures before  the  House  and  the  eountry  than 
of  making  them  law;  and,  after  spending,  as  I 
said,  one  session  in  the  House — after  having  con- 
vinced himself  that  he  could  not  expect  from  the 
Government  what  in  his  younger  and  more  san- 
guine days  he  had  expected — I  find  him  thus 
speaking  to  his  constituents,  or,  rather,  to  those 
who  hare  rejected  him  on  account  of  his  follow- 
ing out  his  convictions.  I  may  say  I  believe  that 
every  one  who  heard  the  two  speeches — that  is, 
the  speeches  of  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
Address  in  Reply  last  year — immediately  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  proposer  was  a 
member  who  would  follow  his  party,  while  the 
seconder  was  one  who  would  follow  his  con- 
science. I  believe  they  both  followed  in  their 
own  ways  until  they  got  on  oppo»ite  benches; 
and,  when  honorable  gentlemen  who  come  here 
are  disposed  to  follow  their  consciences,  they  will 
be  very  liable  to  get  into  the  same  position  that 
Mr.  Uobbs  got  into  so  readily.  Mr.  Hobbs  says, 
I  after  an  experianoe  of  one  session, — 
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''Why  am  I  such  a  mirked  man?  I  will 
tfll  Tou  why  it  is.  Sir  Grorge  Grey  and  Mr. 
Sheenan  did  not  want  me  there  to  look  into 
Katire  aflairs.  There  was  never  such  a  thing 
hea]^  of  before  as  a  Premier  and  two  of  hid 
henchmen  going  into  another  electorate  to  oppose 
a  man  who  had  dared  to  be  honest.  I  had 
only  drawn  the  curtain  a  little  bit  a^ide — just 
a  rery  little  bit  aside  — and  tliey  saw  the  noi^e 
it  had  created.  It  is  a  wonder  to  me  thnt 
the  people  have  stood  it  so  long.  How  the 
country  submits  to  be  fooled  is  a  matter  of 
atloninhment  to  me.  I  am  sure  you  will  soon 
find  out  that  Gre^ism  is  not  liberalism  —  that 
setting  labour  agam»t  capital  is  not  liberalism. 
You  will  yet  find  out  that  Sir  George  Grey's 
prtfeesions  of  hberalistm  are  not  very  sincere.  If 
they  had  been,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  carrying 
them  a  year  ago.  The  House  was  farourable, 
but  the  Goremment  was  not.  I  am  quite  con- 
fident that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
Grey  delusion  and  snare  will  be  exploded." 

I  do  not  say  it  in  any  disparagement  of  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side — for  no  one  has  a  greater 
respect  for  the  young  Greyites  than  1  have — 
but  there  if  something  about  the  Greyites  in- 
troduced to  this  House  which  puts  me  in  mind 
of  the  young  greyhounds  lately  introduced  into 
Canterbury.  The  owners  of  these  does  have 
found  that,  when  they  are  allowed  in  the  field 
aft«r  the  hare  too  often,  they  cease  to  take  all 
the  turns  and  bends  they  should  do.  They  do 
not  follow  the  hare  round  all  the  comers  and 
tamingi ;  they  take  to  "  running  cunning."  Now, 
I  have  noticed  that  when  these  young  Greyites 
have  seen  Sir  George  Grey  only  once  in  three 
or  fuur  years,  and  have  only  heard  once  that 
set  stock  speech  against  the  land-sharks  and 
landowners,  and  so  on,  ihoy  are  prepared  to 
follow  him  implicitly,  to  take  all  the  bends  and 
turns  through  which  he  would  lead  them;  but, 
when  they  come  into  the  House,  and  when  they 
hear  the  Premier  day  after  day,  see  him  day  after 
day,  when  they  see  the  course  he  takes  in  thfs 
House,  and  the  companions  he  chooses  for  his 
support  and  surroundings,  by  some  ipeans  they 
•oon  begin  to  run  ounnmg.  They  run  on  their 
own  account  j  they  may  choose  devious  ways  of 
their  own,  but  they  do  not  follow  him.  Those 
who  are  disposed  in  the  same  direction  may  take 
a  course  of  their  own,  while  others,  who  are  of  a 
difierent  opinion,  take  a  course  widely  divergent 
from  that  of  the  Premier.  I  have  been  thinking 
that,  after  what  has  been  said  about  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  colony,  a  more  simple  answer 
oould  be  given  than  that  given  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  the  remark  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City^  West  (Mr.  Hurst) 
in  reference  to  representation  on  the  basis  uf 
populatioD.  He  spoke  in  a  manner  that  was  oalca- 
lal^  to  pain  my  feelings  about  the  contemptible 
number  of  the  constituents  in  my  district ;  but  if 
be  had  mixed  up  my  constituents  with  those  of 
Ohristchurch,  the  result  would  have  been  that 
the  whole  number  of  the  candidates  returned 
by  Cbristohurch  would  have  been  anti-Greyites. 
Th^  gentleman  who  opposed  roe  certainly  was  not 
a  Gijjyite,  because  the  Premier  and  hit  Colonial 
Mr,  Saunderi 


Secretary  knew  that  a  Greyite  would  have  stood 
no  chance  in  the  district;  so  that  if  my  district 
had  been  tacked  on  to  Christchurch  the  result 
would  hare  been  that  no  Grejite  would  hare 
been  returned  for  Ohristchurch.  That  effectually 
answers  the  objection.  With  regard  to  these 
young  recruits,  before  I  leave  them  I  might  say 
Napoletm  used  to  speak  of  his  recruits  as  "  food 
for  cannon,"  but  Sir  George  Grey  probably  calla  , 
his  recruits  **food  for  gammon,*'  though  per- 
haps they  are  not  so  much  *'  food  for  gHmmon" 
as  the  "produce  of  gammon."  But  tliey  dissolve 
away  as  soon  as  they  become  exposed  to  the 
searching  light  of  truths  and  facta  which  they 
are  expired  to  in  this  House,  and  thus  lie  will 
require  a  large  constant  supply  of  recruits  if  he  is 
to  keep  up  an v thing  like  a  working  majority  in 
the  House.  When  the  Premier  began  to-night 
he  told  us  he  had  expected  a  different  speech 
from  that  which  he  had  heard  from  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition.  I  have  no  doubt  the  wi>h  was 
father  to  the  thought — that  he  would  have  liked 
to  have  heard  a  different  speech  from  the  one  ho 
heard  from  Uie  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  can 
say  Uiat  I  never  in  my  life  heard  an  hour  and  a 
half  better  spent.  There  was  not  the  waate  of  a 
minute  or  a  word.  The  whole  of  the  speech  waa 
to  the  point.  It  was  upon  a  subject  upon  which 
Uie  honorable  member  had  a  right  to  speak 
and  to  which  the  House  had  a  right  to  listen. 
It  was  a*  strong  and  condemnatory  an  array 
of  unanswerable  facts  as  was  ever  stated  in  an^ 
Legislative  Assembly  in  the  world.  It  may  auit 
the  Hon.  the  Premier  to  speak  of  the  cbargea 
made  in  that  speech  as  contemptible.  Com* 
pared  with  Babylon,  Europe,  and  many  other 
places.  New  Zealand  may  be  a  very  contemptible 
place;  but,  contemptible  or  not  contemptible. 
New  Zealand  is  the  question  which  we  have  to  dis« 
cuss  here.  New  Zealand  is  the  subject  we  have 
to  take  into  consideration  when  we  are  a^ked 
whether  men  are  fit  to  sit  on  those  benches  or 
not.  It  may  be  sore  to.  the  feelings  of  men  or 
communities  to  hear  such  facts  as  were  brought 
forward  to-night,  but  our  duty  is,  not  to  disouat 
matters  that  do  not  immediately  affect  us,  bat 
to  take  into  consideration  such  questions  as  have 
been  submitted  to  this  House  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  to-night.  Sir,  in  the  very  small 
part  of  the  Premier  s  speech  which  was  devoted 
to  any  answer,  or  anything  that  cQuld  be  called 
an  answer,  it  was  remarkable  that  he  seemed  to 
expect  that  in  replying  to  the  facts  which  had 
been  related  with  so  much  veracity,  so  much  do- 
,tail,  and  in  such  a  manner  that  no  one  could  aaj 
that  if  they  were  untrue  they  oould  not  l>e  eaailj 
answered — it  is  remarkable  that  the  Premier  ex« 
pected  us  to  take  his  mere  assertion  that  such 
things  were  not  true,  without  any  proof  what- 
ever. Upon  the  ouestion  of  the  management 
of  the  lunatic  asylums,  what  could  have  been 
easier  than  for  the  Premier  to  have  pointed  out 
what  he  had  done  for  tlio«e  asylums,  what  atten- 
tion ^e  had  peid  to  them,  and  what  funds  ho 
had  devoted  to  them?  Does  he  expect  this  House 
to  take  his  answer  to  the  charges  brought  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  that  they  were  not  truOy 
when  he  cannot  put  hit  finger  on  a  /^ngle  thing 
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Be  has  done,  or  cannot  prore  to  this  House  in 
in  J  way  whater^r  that  he  has  not  been  guilt  j 
of  the  neglect  with  which  he  has  been  charged  ? 
Now,  tliere  is  one  subject  which  I  am  ghid  the 
Hon.  the  Premier  has  brought  before  us.  I  had 
hoped  that  the  young  Grejit^s  who  spoke  before 
him  would  hare  referred  to  it,  but  they  did  not 
do  lo ;  and  it  has  been  left  to  the  leader  of  the 
OoTermnent  to  talk  as  he  inrariably  does  talk  on 
the  subject  of  the  Canterbury  gridironing.  That 
iubJ4*ct  has  often  come  before  the  Houpe,  and  I 
hare  taken  the  pains  to  make  a  gootl  deal  of  in- 
quiry to  ascertnin  what  are  i\^e  real  facts  of  this 
charge  of  gridironing.  I  say  that  I  came  to  it 
without  any  prejudices.  No  one  will  charge  me 
with  baring  gridironed,  or  botight  land.  I  have 
never  been  in  the  Canterbury  Land  Office  in  my 
life,  nor  ever  bought  an  acre  o^  land  there.  I  hare 
been  inclined  to  take  the  part  of  those  who  have 
condemned  this  system  of  gridironing,  and,  like 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  the  late  Superin- 
tendent of  Citiiterbary,  I  have  done  erery thing  in 
my  power  to  render  it  impossible  for  any  man  to 
idopt  a  practice  that  I  consider  would  be  inju* 
rioos  to  the  countrr  in  the  purchase  of  land. 
But  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  be  in  a  position 
lo  condemn  any  man  who  purchased  in  such  a 
iray  as  to  gire  him  a  chance  uf  obtaining  an  oflTer 
of  other  land  when  he  felt  that  he  would  be  in  a 
position  to  purcha.«e  it.  I  say  it  is  very  desirable 
mdeed  that  the  Gk>Ternment  should  take  every 
step  in  their  power — and  I  am  sure  those  who 
know  me  will  know  that  I  have  done, so — to  pre- 
?ent  any  person  acquiring  land  in  any  way  of 
that  kind ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  I  do  not  look 
upon  it  as  a  criminal  charge  to  bo  brought 
against  any  man  that,  when  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  securing  as  much  as  he  could  for 
himself  in  an  honest  way,  he  did  it.  I  am  quite 
certain  tliat  there  are  very  few  tradesmen  in  this 
House — and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  there  are  a 
great  many  tradesmen  here — who,  if  they  had 
an  opportunity  to  take  a  contract  in  such  a 
Vaj  as  ^ould  secure  to  them  that,  when  they 
bad  6nished  that  contract,  they  must  have  the 
offer  of  the  next,  would  not  take  such  an  oppor- 
tunity ;  and  they  would  think  they  were  no  great 
criminals  for  doing  it.  But,  notwithstanding 
what  I  have  said  in  justification  of  this,  I  find,  on 
inquiry,  that  the  quantity  of  land  whioli  has  been 
grid^ned  in  Canterbury  lias  been  so  insignificant 
as  to  amount  to  little  more  than  2,000  acres  in 
the  whole — certainly  not  6,000  acres — out  of  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  sold  in  Canter- 
bury. Therefore  I  think  the  Canterbury  nm- 
holders,  and  the  Canterbury  people  generally, 
should  feel  it  a  very  high  compliment  that  the 
Premier,  in  his  desire  to  charge  them  with  the 
|ro*i  malpractices  which  he  is  so  anxious  to  fix 
upon  them  in  this  House,  should  have  paid  so 
much,  and  said  it  so  often,  on  what  might  truly 
be  called  a  contemptible  charge  and  a  contemptible 
subject.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
tay  much  to-night  with  regard  to  the  '*  Hinemoii" 
steamer.  What  the  Hon.  the  Premier  has  said 
to  Q9  on  this  subject  may  be  correct  or  it  may  not. 
I  do  not  suppose  it  is  very  important  whether 
it  it  oorreet  or  ia  not ;  bat  I  thmk,  after  diX  he 


has  himself  said  on  this  subject,  it  is  rather 
remarkable  that  he  should  take  a  coarse  so  vastly 
more  extravagant  than  his  predecessors  ever 
dreamt  of,  and  use  a  vessel  which  he  so  often  said 
should  be  sold  and  taken  out  of  the  reach  of 
Government  employ — that  he  should  use  it  more 
extensively  than  any  other  person  has  ever  used 
it,  and  for  purposes  so  questionable  that  I  think 
no  member  of  this  Hou^e,  to  whatever  party  he 
may  belong,  can  have  failed  to  condemn  such  use. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  members  who  sit  in  this 
Hou»e  will  for  one  moment  submit  to  the  GK)« 
vemment,  no  matter  to  what  party  they  belong, 
using  the  property  of  the  public  in  such  a  way,  and 
attempting  with  it  to  influence  the  free  choice  of 
the  electors  in  the  election  of  representatives  to 
this  House.  The  honorable  member  told  us  that 
the  advertisements  were  very  contemptible,  and 
not  likely  to  influence  the  high-toned  papers  that 
are  now  supporting  the  Government.  Well,  Sir, 
I  am  afraid  that  in  New  Zealand  we  must  pay 
a  great  deal  of  attention  to  these  contemptible 
things.  The  charges  that  were  brought  against 
the  Gt)vernment  to-night,  whatever  they  may  be 
to  all  the  world,  are  to  New  Zealand  not  con- 
temptible ;  they  are  very  important  indeed.  I 
think  that,  whilst  we  find  that  these  advertise- 
ments are  capable  of  producing  such  gross  mis- 
representation as  they  have  produced  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  this  colony — whilst  we 
find  that  the  papers  whi<  h  have  reeeived  these 
advertisements  are  prepared  to  hold  up  honest 
men  as  rogues,  and  hold  up  a  thoroughly  dis- 
honest, rotten  Government  as  sound  and  liberal, 
and  entitled  in  itself  to  all  the  most  endearing 
names  that  can  possibly  be  conferred  upon  it  by 
them — I  think  that,  when  we  notice  the  ready 
mantier  in  which  some  of  these  papers  trim  when 
there  is  a  prospect  of  any  change  of  Govern- 
ment, and  are  prepared  to  go  round  to  the 
winning  side,  we  may  fairly  believe  that  these 
contemptible  advertisements  have  a  very  great 
effect  upon  the  side  which  most  of  the  papers 
of  this  colony  will  adopt.  Now,  I  quite  agree 
with  what  the  Hon.  the  Premier  has  said  with 
regard  to  the  undesirableness  of  reading  Finan- 
cial Statements  in  this  House.  I  was  sorry  to 
see  the  practice  adopted  when  I  came  back  to 
this  House :  it  was  not  in  existence  when  I  was 
in  the  House  in  old  times.  I  think,  Sir,  for  this 
reason,  it  would  be  much  better  that  Financial 
Statements  should  not  be  read.  I  can  well  under- 
stand that  a  much  more  elaborate,  a  much  more 
correct,  and  a  better  Statement  can  be  produced 
by  either  the  Colonial  Treasurer  or  the  clerks  in 
his  office,  and  put  before  this  House  and  before 
the  country  in  writing;  but  I  do  think  tliat  this 
House  is  entitled  to  know,  by  the  manner  in  which 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  able  to  talk  finance, 
whether  he  understands  anything  about  the  sub- 
ject him«elf  or  not.  When  wo  saw  the  exhibit  ion 
which  the  present  Colom'al  Treasurer  himself 
made  at  that  table — when  we  found  that  he  had 
the  figures  before  him,  but  was  utterly  incapable 
of  answering  a  single  question  upon  them — that 
he  could  not  tell  whether  a  certain  sum  of  over 
£300,000  which  had  been  sent  to  England  was 
still  avaUable  for  use  in  the  colony,  I  thought  it  was 
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a  very  cleur  illustration  that  wo  could  not  depend 
very  much  upon  a  Treasurer  who  had  no  power 
whalever  except  that  of  bringing  down  figures 
prepared  by  his  clerks.  We  could  hare  done  with 
a  very  simple,  plain  statement.  We  did  not 
expect  much.  1  am  sure  that  wo  member  of  this 
House  expects  much  from  the  Premier  in  that 
line.  Facts  and  fij^ures  are  not  in  his  line  at  all. 
I  am  sure,  little  a:*  we  expect  of  him,  none  of  us 
thought  that  the  exhibition  would  have  been  ftuch 
a  complete  failure  as  it  was.  Wlien  he  knew 
that  he  was  going  to  give  us  so  little,  it  was 
not  courteous  of  him  to  keep  us  hanging:  about 
here  a  week  in  expectation  that  we  sliould  get  a 
Financial  Statement.  The  time  was  short.  But 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  had  a  much  mora 
difficult  task  to  perform,  I  f»houM  imagine,  than 
that  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  with  tdl  the  assist- 
ance of  hi§  clerk*  ;  jet  that  gentleman  gave  us 
a  rery  respectable  Statement,  and  one  which,  1 
believe,  entirely  satisfied  tliis  House.  I  do  uiain- 
tain  that  it  was  of  infinittly  more  consequence 
that  a  statement  with  regard  to  our  finances 
should  be  produced  to  this  House,  becun.«e, 
whilst  we  were  sending  Home  a  Iioan  Bill  to  the 
amount  of  £*5,000,(>00,  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  a  statement  should  be  made  to  the 
House  in  such  a  manner  that  those  gentlemen  in 
England  wlio  were  likely  to  lend  us  the  uioney 
should  have  some  guarantee  that  the  statement 
was  true,  and  that  it  was  one  which  was  passed 
by  the  representatives  of  the  people.  Sir,  the 
honorable  gentleman  talked  about  the  squat  tort*, 
and  about  their  hunting  him  till  he  died  ;  but  it 
is  a  very  remarkable  fact  that,  some  thirty  or  forty 
years  ago,  when  the  squatters  were  a  great  power 
in  the  colony,  the  Premier  then  was  upon  the 
best  terms  with  them.  He  never  said  a  word 
against  them,  but  invariably  appointed  them  to 
his  own  nominee  Councils.  He  gave  them  land 
at  such  very  low  prices  as  to  enable  them  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  the  country  by  buying 
immense  blocks,  and  thus  shutting  out  the  actual 
work  of  settlement  of  the  best  land  in  the  colony. 
I  find  that  these  omnipotent  squatters  have 
now  dwindled  down  to  two.  I  find  that  there 
are  actually,  at  the  present  moment,  only  two 
Crown  runholders  in  this  House,  and  that  it  is 
very  safe  to  vilify  thom  now  as  they  have  very 
few  votes.  I  think  we  have  no  reason  to  complain 
of  the  constitution  of  this  House,  or  the  manner 
in  which  the  different  occupations  of  the  colony 
are  represented  here.  Tiie  only  two  partn  of  tho 
community  decidedly  over-represented,  I  find,  are 
the  lawyers  and  the  newspaper  men.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  we  have  twenty-two  farmers,  and  we 
may,  I  trust,  feel  sure  that  their  intere-^ts  will 
be  looked  after,  because,  after  all,  their  interests 
are  the  most  important,  interests  in  the  colony. 
Then  we  have  no  hss  than  eleven  Itwyets.  We 
have  seven  members  whom  I  am  oMigtd  to  mil 
"  gentlemen,"  for  want  of  a  better  ujore  «lisl  inetivo 
name.  We  ha\e  seven  newnpnper  editois,  pro- 
prietors, and  contributors.  We  have  hix  mtr- 
chiints.  We  have  five  whom  I  will  call  "finan- 
cier*"— connected  with  mone^ -lending  in^titutictus 
and  so  on ;  and  we  have  three  large  freeholders. 
We  have  two  runholders,  two  manufacturersi  two 
Mr,  Saundm^ 


mining  agents;  and  two  pensioners — and  they 
both  sit  on  tho  Government  benches.  Of  tlte 
fourteen  others  there  are  no  two  alike,  so  that, 
upon  the  whole,  the  different  classes  of  the  coiu> 
munity  are  very  fairly  represented  in  thi<«  House. 
With  regard  to  this  Electoral  Bill,  we  have  heard 
the  Premier  »peak  of  it  pome  four  or  five  iimea, 
and  I  do  not  know  for  what  reason — whether  his 
memory  is  failing,  or  from  what  other  cause — 
there  is  a  different  reason  assigned  every  time 
why  that  Bill  was  not  allowed  to  pass.  There  ia 
one  very  remarkable  fact  in  connection  with  it, 
which,  in  the  ease  of  almost  any  other  person  except 
the  Premier,  would  be  damning  to  him,  and  that  is 
that  the  Bill  came  back  from  the  Upper  House  in 
exactly  the  same  state,  with  regard  to  the  Maori 
vote,  as  when  it  was  introduced  into  this  House. 
If  tiiere  wa«  anything  so  objectionable  in  that 
state,  surely  we  have  only  the  honorable  gentle^ 
man  himself  to  thnnk  for  it.  Therefore  I  do  not 
think  it  is  worth  while  to  say  any  more  on  tliat 
point.  I  would  call  it  "rontemptible"  ifthehonor- 
uble  gentleman  did  not  himself  use  the  word  bo 
much  ;  but  1  think  it  is  unworthy  of  any  pubiio 
man  to  quibble  with  regard  to  the  meaning  of 
that  double  vote.  We  know  p-rfeetly  well  what 
was  meant  by  it.  It  is  true  the  Maori  dual  op 
double  vote  existed  before  that  Bill  waa  intro- 
iluced  at  all.  The  Maoris  liad  their  own  special 
representation,  and  they  nlso  possessed  the  same 
power  of  qualifying  themselves  as  Europeans  have, 
and  of  voting  for  European  representatives  in 
this  House.  But  what  was  proposed  and  re- 
sisted in  this  Electoral  Bill  was  the  giving 
power  to  vote  on  the  communistic  rights  which 
every  Maori  has,  and  which  wtudd  confer  abso- 
lutely  univer:'al  sufl'rage  on  them,  in  addition  to 
their  own  special  votes.  Such  a  thing  as  that 
was  not  fair  to  the  Europeans,  and  even  the 
Natives  themselves  never  desired  it.  It  was  a 
provision  which,  I  am  sure,  there  was  not  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  objecting  to  and  resisting; 
and  yet  that  is  the  reason  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  given  us  to-night  for  not  passing  the 
Bill.  I  may  say  that,  on  the  last  occasion  on  which 
the  Premier  spoko  on  this  subject  in  my  presence, 
ho  did  not  assign  that  at  all  as  the  reason.  What 
he  said  then  was,  that  it  was  thought  such  an  act 
of  insolence  towards  the  House  of  Kepresentativee 
for  the  Upper  House  to  attempt  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  an  Electoral  Bill  sent  to  them 
that,  if  he  had  had  his  will,  he  would  hare  had 
it  torn  to  pieces  on  the  floor  of  the  House  ai 
nn  expression  of  the  indignation  of  the  House 
of  Commons  against  the  House  of  Lords  for 
taking  such  an  audacious  couri^o  as  they  then 
took.  I  have  none  of  those  feelings  against  the 
o'her  Cliamher.  I  have  never  supported,  and 
perhaps  I  shall  never  support,  a  nominee  Cham- 
ber; and  1  have  frequently  expressed  my  desire 
in  ihiit  House  that  there  chould  be  some  better 
mode  of  «leetion  than  that  now  a<lopied,  and  I 
may  any  that,  since  1  have  seen  the  action  of  the 
Preuiier  in  that  respect,  1  am  more  firmly  fixed  in 
my  belief.  But,  apart  from  that,  any  |)erson 
knowing  tho  history  of  the  legislation  of  this 
colony  must  feel  thankful  for  some  very  wise  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  the  Upper  Chamber 
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vtth  ill-oonaidered  ruMsuras  passed  by  this  House. 
The  honorable  gentleman  giTe«»  at  a  rra»on  wbj 
be  was  juatified  in  emplcjing  the  Qoreriiment 
•Warners  and  in  spending  Goremment  time  and 
money  in  rarious  ways  in  trarelling  through  the 
country  to  influence  the  elections  and  the  chuiee 
of  his  own  judgt>s,  that  he  wishes  to  enlighten 
the  electors,  and  that  we  wish  to  keep  them  in 
ilio  dark.  It  ia  generally  considered  necessarr,  in 
order  to  enlighten  persons,  that  they  should  near 
both  tides  of  a  question.  I  never  heard  of  per- 
sona being  enlightened  by  only  hearing  one  side, 
and  no  reply.  1  took  care  to  test  the  matter  when 
the  Premier  was  in  Ciiristchurch,  and  I  found 
that  the  electors  only  heard  one  side,  no  matter 
bow  glaringly  untrue  were  the  statements  made ; 
and  no  one  was  allowed  to  say  a  single  word  in 
reply,  or  to  answer  a  single  statfment,  although 
many  at  least  of  his  statements  were  grossly  mis- 
leading and  untrue. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  SAUND£K:S.— The  honorable  gentleman 
says  *'  No/'  but  I  will  soon  gire  him  proof  as  to 
that.  I  may  say  that,  in  quoting  anything  which 
has  been  said  by  the  Premier,  that  honorable 
gentleman  is  placed  in  a  far  more  adrantageous 
position  than  any  other  honorable  member  of  this 
bouse  in  regard  to  quotations  from  his  speeches. 
I  quote  from  a  paper  friendly  to  the  Oovernment 
— a  paper  receiving  Government  advertisements, 
and  supplied  with  a  report  taken  by  the  private 
secretary  of  the  Premier  himself.  Therefore 
there  can  be  no  objection  to  the  quotation  on  that 
ground.  You,  Sir,  will  remember,  and  many  old 
members  of  this  Uoust*  will  remember,  that,  when 
the  question  of  the  honorarium  came  before  the 
House  last  session,  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton  (Mr.  Swanson)  proposed,  first,  that  the 
£210  should  be  reduced  to  £50.  The  Committee 
divided,  and  the  amendment  was  lost.  It  was 
afterwards  prop«)sed  by  the  then  honorable  mem- 
ber for  RiTertoii  (Dr.  Uodt^kinson)  that  the  sum 
should  be  reduced  to  £100.  The  Committee 
divided  upon  that  question ;  and  the  Premier, 
without  making  any  remark,  left  the  House. 
Tlie  honorable  member  for  Avon  appealed  to 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  to  know  if  it  was 
not  necessary  that  tlie  Premier  should  rote,  under 
the  circunistances,  as  he  was  in  the  House  when 
the  question  was  finally  put.  The  Premier,  on 
being  sent  for,  came  back,  and  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  asked  him  if  he  had  heard  the  ques- 
tion put  for  the  last  time ;  and  he  replied,  '*  No  ; 
I  was  thinking  of  other  things ;"  and  took  his 
seat.  Then  the  honorable  member  for  Aron 
stated  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  tiiere 
when  the  question  was  put,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  said  that,  if  that  was  all  the 
excuse  needed,  most  of  us  could  say  that  we  were 
Uiiitking  of  something  else  at  the  time,  and  so 
the  Sianding  Order  wuuld  bo  inoperative.  Upon 
that,  Sir  George  Grey  rose  in  this  House,  and  said 
he  bad  no  objection  to  vote— he  did  not  wish  to 
avoid  Toting  ;  and  ho  voted  for  the  larger  sum.  I 
am  sure  I  am  stating  exnetly  what  took  place. 
And  now.  Sir,  this  is  what  Sir  George  Grey  him- 
self says.  I  may  say  that  not  only  do  I  know 
that  this  quotation  it  not  exaggerated,  but  I  know 


it  is  considerably  modified,  and  the  statement  I 
heard  him  make  was  more  at  Tarianoe  with  the 
circumstances  that  took  place  here  than  in  this 
report.  However,  it  is  sufficient  to  show  that,  if 
the  Government  steamers  are  to  be  used  for  cUs- 
seminating  truth  throughout  the  colony,  both  sides 
should  be  heard.  Thi«  question  was  read  by  the 
chairman  of  hb  meeting  at  Chrietchurch : — 

"  When  it  was  proposed  last  session  to  Toto 
two  hundred  guineas  for  four  weeks'  work,  did 
you,  although  leader  of  the  House,  walk  out  of 
the  House  and  refuse  to  fott  on  the  question  f  *' 

After  the  usual  preliminary  speech  about  every 
dear  little  child  being  brought  up  so  a-i  to  qualify 
him  to  be  a  member  of  Paniameut  or  a  Premier, 
Sir  George  Grey  says  to  the  Christehurch  electors, 
"  I  did  not  like  the  way  in  which  it  was  brought 
forward."  Now,  as  Sir  George  Grey  was  both 
Premier  and  Treasurer,  I  should  like  to  know 
who  was  responsible  for  the  manner  and  the 
amount!  He  both  fixed  the  amoimt,  and  he 
brought  it  forward  in  the  way  he  chose.  The 
honorable  gentleman  continued, — 

"I  thought  in  my  own  mind  two  hundred 
guineas  too  much.  That  nas  my  impression. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  could  not  bring  myself 
to  vote  against  payment  being  made  altogether. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  did  not  vote  at  all, 
and  I  explained  my  reasons  to  the  House." 

That,  Sir,  is  the  kind  of  truth  disseminated  by 
the  **  Hinemoa."  There  was  another  thing  stated 
at  the  same  meeting  which  I  think  will  rather 
shake  the  faith  of  the  House  as  to  the  enlighten- 
ment given  to  the  people  by  the  Premier.  It  is 
with  reference  to  the  Canterbury  funds.  It  will 
be  remembered  by  old  members  of  this  House 
that  when  we  came  here  in  1878  we  found  that 
the  Government  had  what  we  called  "trumped 
up"  a  claim  against  Canterbury,  by  which  they  got 
£227,000  from  that  district  —  £100,000  under 
the  pretence  of  some  debentures  not  having  been 
properly  signed,  and  partly  because  it  was  said 
that  it  was  necessary  to  take  the  money  to  com- 
plete the  survey  of  lauds,  or  to  correct  them  in 
some  fanciful  way.  In  fact,  after  taking  all  our 
assets,  they  trump  up  some  fanciful  liabilities  to 
charge  us  with.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  when  we 
appealed  against  this  course  of  conduct,  the  only 
member  of  the  Cabinet  representing  Canterbiuy 
considered  that  it  was  quite  justifiable.  A  Com- 
mittee was  apponited  to  inquire  into  the  equity 
of  this  attempted  robbery,  and,  although  it  con- 
sisted largely  of  (jk>vernment  supporters  and 
gentlemen  from  other  provinces,  they  all,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  were 
imbued  with  sucli  a  spirit  of  fairness  that  they 
said  we  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  that 
money.  The  Government,  however,  had  so  large 
a  majority  in  this  House  that  the  Canterbury 
members  were  obliged  to  submit  to  terms,  and 
they  had  to  take  £55,000,  instead  of  £127,000, 
which  was  held  back  from  them  for  surveys. 
The  £100,000  due  to  the  province  for  Lyttelton 
Harbour  debentures  has  never  been  paid  yet,  and 
this  is  what  Sir  George  Grey  said  with  regard  to 
the  latter :  After  speakine  of  the  sums  in  the 
hands  of  Canterbury  Boad  Boards,  Sir  George 
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ehArnu  the  «lectort  of  CbHtlehurch  with  thete 
wordt : — 

**  In  additiofi  to  that,  Ouitcrbarj  hn»  £100,000 
due  to  ity  for  whieh  ample  ftroTuion  it  now  made. 
I  took  oare  that  that  thould  he  done,  and  at  a 
time  when  I  had  no  idea  for  a  moment  that  I 
ahould  be  aeked  to  repneeent  Canttrrbury.  1  did 
it  lolelj  as  Premier  of  the  eolonj,  from  a  tense  of 
jostioe." 

Such,  Sir,  it  another  specimen  of  the  Premier's 
truth.  And  not  ooe  of  tliese  mitetatoments 
was  allowed  to  be  oentndidiwi  at  thete  in- 
atiuctire  meetings  of  the  Premier's.  We  have 
been  frequentljr  told  that  the  electots  hare 
been  appealed  to,  and  that  thej  here  decided 
in  faTonr  of  the  liberal  measures  of  Sir  Qeorge 
Grejr.  But  that  was  not  the  question  sent  to  the 
oouiitfj  ;  and  in  all  the  speeches  Sir  Qeorge  Qrcj 
made  to  his  constituents  at  Christohurch  I  majr 
tay  that  I  nerer  heard  him  appeal  once  to  tliem 
on  the  real  question  at  i^tue.  lie  wat  contiantlj, 
at  I  haTe  already  ttated,  endeayourinK  to  conceal 
the  retd  question  at  itsue  {  and  be  talked  solulj 
to  tliem  of  the  liberal  measures  which,  I  have 
already  shown,  this  Houte  was  willing  to  pas*  by 
an  OTerwhrluiing  majority,  but  which  he  refused 
to  grant  when  a>ked  to  do  so.  He  never  said  one 
word  to  the  Christ cliurch  electors  on  the  true 
question  before  them  when  he  appealed  to  them 
against  two  men  who  had  supported  erery  one  of 
these  liberal  measures — who  yoted  for  the  Elec- 
toral Bill,  for  the  Triennial  Parliamenis  Bill,  and 
who  demanded  from  tlie  Premier  a  redistribution  of 
seats.  And  yet  he  and  his  party  now  pretend  that 
he  went  there  to  setile  the  question  whether  the 
country  approved  of  the  libeiHl  measures  which 
those  gentlemen  opposed,  and  which  he  wished 
to  be  the  law  of  the  land;  although  exactly  the 
TCTerse  was  the  truth.  He  never  said  one  word 
about  the  reason  why  he  bad  increased  the  civil 
expenditure  of  the  colony,  why  he  had  manai^ed 
I^atire  affairs  in  such  a  way  that  we  had  drifted 
from  a  state  of  profound  peace  and  security  with 
regard  to  both  raofs,  and  had  oome,  as  he  him- 
self  acknowledged,  to  a  state  in  which  it  was  only 
just  possible  to  avert  a  war.  He  never  told  us 
why  he  had  acted  towards  members  of  his  Cabi- 
net in  such  a  way  that  no  member  of  the  House 
with  any  self-respect  would  sit  in  Cabinet  with 
him.  He  never  told  us  why  he  had  driven  one 
Treasurer  from  the  position  in  which  he  was  dis- 
charging his  duty  and  protecting  the  finances  of 
the  colony  to  tome  extent,  and  why  he  had  not 
been  able  to  get  another,  iior  did  he  tell  us  why 
he  was  not  able  to  present  any  decent  Statement 
to  this  House,  when  he  himself  played  the  part  of 
mock-Treasurer.  He  never  told  us  why  the  five- 
million  loan  was  sent  Home  without  any  Finan- 
cial Statement  being  made,  and  he  never  told  the 
electors  how  much  the  colony  was  likely  to  lose 
by   that   omission.     If  we  needed   aiiji  thing  to 

Erove  that  he  cared  nothing  whatever  about  the»o 
beral  nieaf>ures,  and  that  his  liberalism  was  a 
mere  mo<kcry  to  be  dangled  before  the  |:)eople  of 
the  coutitry,  I  would  refer  to  the  telegmm  sent 
to  the  gentleman  who  was  offered  a  bribe  to 
become  my  opponent.  He  is  a  penon  who  U 
afowedly  opposed  to  these  liberal  measut^t.  £te 
Mr,  8amnd€r4 


does  not  beliere  in  the  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise. He  is  opposed  to  triennial  Parlianieata ; 
and  he  is  opposed  to  a  redistribution  of  leaU, 
because  in  our  electoral  district  we  are  in  a  Vfry 
comfortable  position.  He  is  the  hut  person  in 
the  colony  who  would  support  these  libenl 
measures.  I  may  be  a  very  useless,  and  to  the 
^Premier  I  dare  say  I  am  not  a  very  agreeaUe, 
member,  but  still  I  have  oon«ii<«tently  snppourd 
these  measures  for  the  last  thirty-»eren  year*; 
and,  when  the  honorable  gentleman  offered  soeie 
nice  little  billet  to  ihe  gentleman  who  was  o^ 
posed  to  me,  he  practically  showed  tliat  he  very 
much  preferred  a  man  who  was  decidedly  not  in 
favour  of  thete  liberal  measures,  so  long  as  he 
would  oppose  me,  as  said  by  him.  That  was  tlie 
issue  put  before  the  country.  It  wai  a  ^rfeat 
promise  made.  Nothing  whatever  was  said,  and 
no  appeal  was  made  by  Sir  Oeorge  Orej^  and  no 
attempt  made  to  really  enlighten  the  people  le 
whom  he  professed  to  appeal.  Now,  I  will  show 
the  kind  of  enlightenment  he  gave  to  the  people 
of  Canterbury ;  how  far  the  |>eople  will  be  im- 
proved, and  how  far  the  country  is  likely  to  be 
compensated  for  the  expenditure  that  has  been 
incurred.  This  is  a  sample  of  the  speeches  he 
made.  I  am  still  quoting  fVom  the  same  friendly 
newspaper,  and  from  his  Private  Secretary's  re- 
port: — 

"  I  maintain  that  we  shall  do  no  injustice  by 
letting  those  who  have  thus  acquired  land  enjoy 
it  during  their  lifetime,  and  then  allowing  a  new 
generation  to  determine  how  it  shall  be  dealt  with. 
Why  should  those  who  hare  acquired  great  tracts 
of  land  to  the  wronging  of  existing  people  be 
allowed  to  perpetuate  that  wrong?  I  say  the 
earth  shall  be  u^ed  for  the  benefit  of  all,  and  not 
for  a  few  wealthy  families.  This  is  what  we 
should  aim  at — homes  for  all,  farms  for  all  who 
wish  to  have  them.  When  yon  have  done  that, 
you  will  have  raised  men  who  will  bo  temperate, 
who  will  really  be  devoted  to  their  country,  who 
will  wish  for  no  clianj^s,  because  they  will  have 
all  they  de!*ire,  and  who  will  make  this  country 
one  of  the  happiest  countries  in  the  world,  instead 
of  a  pauper  population,  which  it  will  be  unless 
you  make  the  ehanges  I  ask." 

Hiat  is  the  kind  of  enlightenment  which  the 
"Ilinemoa"  is  to  be  employed  to  circulate 
throughout  the  country.  1  agree  with  these 
liberal  measures,  but  I  have  a  greater  btlief  in  the 
lines  of  Goldsmith, — 

How  small,  of  all  that  hnman  hearts  eodore. 
That  part  which  laws  or  kings  can  eanse  or  curs  t 

I  believe  that  if  the  honorable  gentleman  suc- 
ceeds in  spreading  dis^-ontent  throughout  the 
country, — if  he  succeeds  in  making  the  industrious, 
hard-working  men  of  this  colony  l)elieye  Ihat,  in 
conscquenee  of  some  niensurcs  which  we  are 
going  to  pass   in  this    Hou-e,  they  can   acquire 


comforts  and  competeney,  lands  and  properij, 
without  perseverini;  in  the  old-fashioned  methods 
of  industry  and  self-denial, — so  far  from  improving 
them  he  will  do  a  great  deal  in  the  other  direo- 
tton.  I  said,  in  starting,  that  I  never  knew  such 
a  trumpery  document  to  be  introduced  atid  sup- 
ported, by  two  such  able  men  as  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  moved  and  teconded  the  Addreee 
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in  Beplj.    The  fini  portion  I  find  fault  with  is 
the  second  paragrspli,  in  which   we  are  colli'd 
upon  to  aiksert  that  the  position  of  the  colony  is 
tborougltljr  sound.     Now,  as  businets  nien«  who 
are  tent  here  not  to  speculate,  or  mislead  the 
oooDtrj,  or  to  make  untupported  assertions,  but 
actuiilij  to  inouire  for  our»elves,  we  hare  no  right 
to  ss/  that  the  position  of  the  colony  is  sound, 
iinlesd  we  have  an  opportunity  of  teeing  whether 
it  u  found  or  not.     We  hare  had  no  such  op)>or- 
tonitj.     We   hare  had   nianj   little  indications 
which  lead   us  to  beliere  that  the  position   of 
the  colony  is  not  sound.     We  were  told  by  the 
Ute  Colonial  Treasurer—when  there  was  a  real 
Colonial   Treasurer,   who   knew   at  least  which 
clerk  to  go  to  for  a  decent  Financial  Statement — 
tliat,  in  order  to  me«t  the  lial>ilitiert  of  the  colony, 
it  was  nece<sai7  that   a  Beer  Duty  Bill  and 
a  Companies'   Incomes   Bill  should   be   passed, 
and  tliat   £100,000  a  year  would   have   to   be 
obtained  from  a  land-tax.    Now,  we  know  that 
all  tlies«  things  have  not  come  to  pa«s,  that  there 
is  no  revenue  from  these  sources,  and  that  the 
manner  in  which  we  do  meet  the  expenditure 
it  by  appropriating  borrowed  money  for  a  lArge 
ouQiber  of  purposes  for  which  borrowed  i^ney 
ought  ncTer  to  be  appropriated :  and  tHt^does 
Dot  look  as  if  the  position   of  the  colon|f  're  so 
thoroughly  sound.     The  fourth  paragraph  apprmrs 
to  me  to  take  upon  itself  an  assertion  which  is 
Dot  correct,  but,  as  I  have  already  spoken  upon 
that  subject,  I   will  not  enlarge  upon  it  now. 
The  sixth  paragraph  calls  upon  us  to  express  the 
"opinion  that  these  three  measures  are  so  equitable 
ia  themselres,  and  sa  accordant  with  the  spirit  of 
modem  times,  that,  should  tliey  become  law,  there 
is  erery  prospect  that  a  feeling  of  eenenil  con- 
tentment would  be  permanently  established  in  the 
colony."    This  is  such  abH)lute  nonsense  that  I 
will  not  trouble  the  House  with  many  remarks  in 
Kgard  to  it ;  but  I  never  wa»  a  good  party  man, 
and,  although  my  leader  to-night  has  allowed  this 
ftragraph  to  eo  by  default,  i  must  say  that,  if  I 
oad  my  wsy,  i  sliould  have  proposed  the  insertion 
of  this  paragraph  in  its  place,  as  it  would  be 
much  more  in  accordance  with  truth  :  "To  remind 
His  Excellency  that,  although  his  Responsible 
Adviters  are  now  of  opinion  that  the^  three 
mrasures  are  so  equitable  in  themselres,  and  so 
socordant  with  the  spirit  of  modern  times,  that, 
should  ihey  become  law,  there  is  every  prospect 
thst  a  freling  of  general  contentment  would  be 
permaneDtly  established  in  the  colony,  His  Ex- 
cellency's Advisers  are  alone  responsible  for  their 
DOD'existence  at  the  present  moment.     The  first 
W  parsed  with  remarkable  unanimity  by  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature  last  ^ear,  and  only 
consigned  to  the  waste-paper  basket  by  those  who 
now  act  as  jaur  Excellency's  Advisers  ;  the  second 
hss  on  every   opportunity  been   ably  and  con- 
si»letitly  opposed    by  the  gentleman    who  was 
Iwt  chosen  as  one  of  His  Excellency's  Council  j 
tt»d  tlie   third    was  resisted,    on   the   25th    of 
September  last  year,   by  the  recorded  votes  of 
the  whole   of   His  Excellency's    Advisers   who 
*«*  then  and  are  now  present  in  this  HouAe." 
I  will  »kip  over  all  the  other  paragraphs,  and 
soBt  to  liM  one  referring  to  the  railway  to  the 


West  Coast.  We  all  know  that  this  paragraph 
emanates  from  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
smiles  as  I  speak  of  it — the  Minister  for  Pul^lio 
Works.  Instead  of  proceeding  rapidly  with  the 
railway,  as  fome  of  us  flattered  ourselves  the 
Oovernnient  would  do,  it  is  now  proposed  to  ap- 
point a  Committee  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  best 
route,  before  any  work  \*  done.  Then  there  is  a 
very  remarkable  expression  in  the  twelfth  para- 
graph, which  I  am  rather  surprised  the  mover 
of  the  Address  should  have  overlooked,  espet'ially 
ns  he  is  a  Canterbury  man.  I  can  only  suppose 
that  the  word  "  especially  "  has  been  used  instead 
of  the  word  '^  except."  The  clause  says,  *'  We 
desire  to  assure  His  Excellency  that  every  pro* 
po!«ul  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  public 
works,  and  especially  proposals  relating  to  works 
already  authorized  by  Parliament,  shall  be  oon- 
•idered  with  the  utmost  oare."  I  slK>uld  have 
thought  that  the  works  we  should  consider  with 
the  utmost  care  were  those  to  come  before  us, 
and  not  those  we  have  already  decided  upon.  If 
we  have  done  our  duty  we  considered  them  well 
before  we  authorized  them,  and  it  would  be  rather 
remarkable  to  tell  His  Excellency  that  the  works 
already  authorized  would  be  the  ones  which  we 
would  now  so  especially  consider.  Then  there  it 
another  subject  which  has  rather  an  interesting 
tale  connected  with  it.  We  are  asked  to  express 
our  belief,  "that  it  is  desirable  the  question  of 
how  manufactures  and  local  industries  may  best 
be  encouraged  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion." I  would  add  to  that,  "but  that  it  it 
also  desirable  that  your  Excellency's  Advisers 
should  make  up  their  own  minds  and  agree 
amongst  themselres  on  this  important  practical 

Question,  before  they  attempt  to  lead  this  House." 
have  said  that  there  was  a  remarkable  tale 
connected  with  this  matter.  Ihero  is  an  asao* 
ciation  in  Christchurch  called  the  Protection 
Association,  which  appointed  certain  gentlemen 
to  put  certain  questions  to  Sir  George  Q-re^, 
at  his  first  election  meeting  in  Christchurch,  m 
order  to  ascertain  his  opinion  upon  the  subject 
of  protection  versus  free  trade.  But,  instead 
of  giving  answers  as  to  whether  he  was  or  was 
not  in  ravour  of  protection,  he  made  in  reply  a 
speech  of  ton  minutes'  duration  ;  and  the  protec- 
tionists came  to  the  conclusion  that  Sir  George 
Grey  was  a  protectionist,  and  the  freetraders- 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  a  free-trader. 
When  the  meeting  of  this  Protection  Society 
took  place  shortly  after,  they  discussed  the  ques- 
tion as  to  which  opinion  Sir  George  Grey  held. 
As  one  of  the  candidates  whom  he  was  tzying  to 
keep  out  was  a  free-trader,  and  the  other  a  pro- 
tectionist, they  were  anxious  to  know  whether 
they  shoiild  give  their  votes  to  Sir  George  Gre^ 
or  not;  so  they  appointed  a  deputation  to  watt 
upon  Sir  George  Grey,  and  they  appointed  some 
clever  shrewd  men.  They  spent  some  time  with 
him,  and  asked  as  many  questions  as  the^  liked, 
and  when  they  came  back  to  the  Association  one 
said  one  thing  and  another  another,  until  at  last 
the  Chairman  said,  **  He  must  be  a  deal  cleverer 
than  I  am  who  can  tell  what  he  means."  They 
were  so  unable  to  judge,  after  all  this,  whether 
he  was  a  protectionist  or  a  free-trader,  that  thej 
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were  obliged  to  come  to  the  oonclution  that 
the  J  could  not  tell  which  Sir  Qeorge  Grey  was, 
and  that  therefore  CTery  man  must  vote  as  he 
pleased.  A  book  was  kindly  lent  nie  by  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  in  which  I  think  I  liave  found 
out  where  Sir  Qeorge  Grey  pets  his  creed  from, 
and  bis  election  speeches  and  election  promises. 
It  is  rather  amusing,  and  may  be  instructive  to 
some  members  of  this  House,  as  it  will  give  them 
guidance  upon  a  subject  on  which  I  myself  have 
Tcry  often  erred.  1  will  in  conclusion  read  a 
Terse  or  two  from  the  candidate's  letter  in  "  The 
Biglow  Papers."  The  House  will  understand  that 
the  candidate  is  in  AmericA,  and  is  speaking  of 
the  great  questions  that  were  agitating  the  minds 
of  American  politicians  at  the  time.  He  says, — 
Bs  for  the  wftr,  I  go  agin  it,~ 

1  mean  to  aay,  I  kind  o'  do, — 
Thet  is,  I  mean  thet,  bein'  in  it, 

The  beat  waT  wut  to  flght  it  thru ; 
Not  but  wut  obfltraot  war  is  horrid* 

I  %\^  to  thet  with  all  mj  heart ; 
But  oirljrsation  doo9  git  forrid 

Sometimes  upon  a  powder-cart. 
Es  to  the  alares,  there's  no  conftuion 

In  my  ideea  contamin'  them. 
I  think  they  air  an  Inatitntion, 

▲  Bort  of— yea,  jent  so,— ahem  I 
Do  I  own  any  P    Of  my  merit 

On  thet  pint  you  yourself  may  jedfe; 
All  18, 1  nerer  drink  no  eperit, 

Nor  I  haint  nerer  siinied  no  pledge. 
Es  to  ro]r  principles,  I  fflory 

In  herin'  nothm'  o'  the  tort; 
I  aint  a  Wif(.  I  aint  a  Tory, 
I'm  jeat  a  candidate,  in  short. 
But  the  iHst  rerse,  from  the  postscript  to  this 
letter,  is,  I  think,  the  most  instructive,  and  it  is 
the  one  which  I  belieye  the  Premier  has  put  into 
operation  with  the  best  effect.     I  think  he  has 
been  specially  using  it  with  good  effect  upon  the 
Chairman  of  the  Liberal  Association  in  Christ- 
church.     It  is  as  follows  :  — 

Bs  we're  a  aort  o*  prirateerin', 

O*  course,  yon  know,  it's  aheer  an'  sheer, 
▲n'  there  is  antthin'  wnth  year  hearin* 

I'll  mention  in  jonr  print  ear ; 
Bfyon  get  me  inside  the  White  Honse, 

Your  nead  with  ile  I'll  kin'  o'  'nint, 
By  gettin'  you  inside  the  Light-house 
Down  to  the  eend  o'  Jaalun  Pint. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  twelve 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednetday,  Ui  October,  1879. 

First  Readinga^Seoond  Readings— Session^  Committees- 
Wine  Manufacture— Nelson  Harboar— Nelson  Public 
Works  — Librariea  — License  Fees- Aroha  Block- 
Timber  and  Orain  Ezporta  and  Imports— Bank  Ac- 
count  — Hares  in  Nelson— Ooremroent  Steamers  — 
Kaiaooi  Natire  Resenres— Ballot— Land-Taz-Hamll. 
ton  Railway  Bridge— Hokianga  and  Mongonui  Tele- 
graph Lines— Kawakawa-Taheke  Railway— Address  in 

Mr.  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbatbbb. 

FIBST  READINGS. 
Licensing  Bill,  Bluff  Harbour  Foreshore  En- 
dowment Bill,  Auckland  College  and  Grammar 
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School  Bill,  Canterbury  RiTers  Bill,  New  Rirer 
Pilot-Station  Beserres  Biil,  Kirk's  Road  Land 
Bill,  Joint-Stock  Companies  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 

Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Insurance 
Compauy's  Bill,  New  Plymouth  Gas  Company's 
BUI. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

Standing  Ordebs  on  Pbivatb  Bills. — Mr. 
Brandon,  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  Mr.  Seymour. 

Selbction. — Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Hislop,  Mr. 
Moss,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Seymour. 

Pbiyate  Bills. — Mr.  Acton  Adams,  Mr. 
Brandon,  and  Mr.  Seymour. 

PiTBLio  Petitions.— Mr.  Barron,  Mr.  Bo  wen. 
Captain  Colbeck,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Finn.  Mr.  Gibbe, 
Mr.  Hurstliouse,  Mr.  Ireland,  Mr.  Kelly,  Cap- 
tain Kenny,  Mr.  Macnndrew,  Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Richmond,  Mr.  Soddon,  Mr.  Shanks,  Mr. 
Shriniski,  Mr.  Speight,  Mr.  Swanson,  Mr.  Tole,* 
Colonel  Trimble,  Mr.  Turnbull,  and  Dr.  Wallii. 

WINE  MANUFACTURE. 

Mr.  GEORGE  a^^ked  the  Premier,  If  the  Go- 
Terninent  will  take  into  their  considemtion  some 
method  of  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  wine 
in  New  Zealnnd?  lie  put  the  question  on  the 
Paper  because  there  were  in  this  country  a  num- 
ber of  small  settlers,  with  yine^ards  producing 
from  fifty  to  sixty  gallons  of  wine  a  year,  who, 
under  the  present  licensing  law,  were  unable 
to  sell  their  wine  without  taking  out  a  license  at 
Tcry  considerable  expense.  Uis  object,  therefore, 
was  to  induce  the  Gov^ernment  to  introduce  an 
Act  which  would  enable  these  settlers  to  take  out 
a  license  at  a  small  fee,  so  that  they  mif;hi  be 
encouraged  to  grow  vines  to  a  greater  extent  for 
the  manufacture  of  wine,  and  CTentnally  enable 
them  to  compete  with  the  Australian  Colonies. 

Sir  G.  GRET  said  the  question  would  be 
referred  to  a  Special  Committee  which  it  was 
proposed  to  ap|H)int  to  consider  many  other  ques- 
tions of  a  similar  nature.  The  Government  would 
also  take  the  matter  into  their  consideration,  with 
the  view  of  determining  what  could  be  done. 

NELSON  HARBOUR. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  cause  a  report  to 
be  made  upon  the  cost  and  best  means  of  im- 
proving the  entrance  to  Nelson  Harbour,  by  the 
removal  of  the  sunken  rocks?  The  honorable 
gentleman  was  probably  aware  that  the  entrance 
to  Nelson  Harbour  was  verv  narrow,  and  was 
rendered  still  more  narrow  \>j  the  existence  of 
these  sunken  rocks,  which  were  dry  at  low  water 
and  ten  feet  below  the  surface  at  high  water.  For 
the  information  of  the  honorable  gentleman  he 
would  refer  him  to  a  report  upon  the  harbour 
prepared  by  the  late  Mr.  Balfour,  Colonial  Marine 
Engineer,  and  sent  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Nelson  in  ISnS.  That  gentleman  said  with 
reference  to  these  rocks, — 

"  Two  snmll  but  awkwardly-situated  rocks  exist 
in  the  fairway  of  the  entrance,  and  these — the 
Fairway  and  the  Buoy  Rocks — should  be  removed 
AS  a  prelimixiary  to  any  other  work." 
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And  in  the  concluding  paragraph  he  said, — 

"  I  shall  not  attempt  to  estimate  the  cost  of 
remoTing  the  Channel  and  Buoj  Bocks,  as  it 
depends  very  greatly  on  the  method  adopted  ; 
but  I  would  rerj  stronglj  recommend  that  their 
remoTal  be  at  once  authorized,  and  have  no 
doubt  that  the  Prorincial  Engineer  will  do  the 
work  most  successfullji  and  at  a  yerj  moderate 
cost." 

Though  he  (Mr.  Acton  Adams)  had  no  special 
knowledge  of  the  subject  himself,  he  felt  sure 
that  the  cost  of  this  work  would  be  very  small 
indeed. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that  a  surrey  of  the 
entrance  had  already  been  ordered  to  be  made. 

NELSON  PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment hare  reported  upon  the  resolution  carried 
last  session,  on  the  l7th  July  last,  and  spoken  to 
again  on  the  9th  August  last,  to  the  effect  that 
the  administration  of  the  public  works  in  Nelson 
and  the  West  Coast  should  be  placed  under  the 
direction  of  the  department  in  Wellington,  instead 
of  in  Dunedin ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  has  taken,  or  will  shortly  take, 
any  steps  to  carry  out  that  resolution  F  He'  had 
intimated  to  the  nonorable  gentleman  last  session 
that  this  was  a  matter  of  some  importance  to  the 
people  of  Nelson,  and  he  trusted  to  hear  that 
tome  steps  had  been  taken,  because,  on  the  date 
indicated  in  the  question— the  9th  August  last — 
the  honorable  gentleman  said  he  womd  consult 
the  officers  of  ms  department,  and  request  them 
to  report  as  to  the  desirability  of  the  suggested 
alteration. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  there  had  been  very 
little  time  since  the  prorogation  to  consider  this 
or  any  other  matter.  Still,  he  had  had  several 
eonrersations  with  the  head  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  upon  this  question,  and  the  result 
was  that,  all  things  considered,  it  was  not  deemed 
desirable  at  present  to  make  any  change  in  the 
existing  arrangement,  which  was  merely  tentative, 
and  hi^  better  not  be  disturbed  just  now.  It 
would  not  be  in  the  interests  of  the  public  service  to 
do  so,  especially  as  the  House  would  probably  be 
asked  to  consider  the  suggestion  he  had  frequently 
thrown  out — namely,  that  there  should  be  two 
responsible  Public  Works  Ministers,  one  for  each 
Island.  That  was  the  direction  in  which  he  con- 
sidered administrative  reform  in  this  department 
should  be  effected.  In  the  meantime,  it  would 
perhi^  be  as  well  to  let  matters  remain  as  they 


LIBRARIES. 
Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Motueka  passed  by  this  House  lost  session 
— ^namely,  "That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
all  libraries  in  the  colony  receiving  Government 
aid  should  be  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  6k>vem- 
ment  Oaxette,  Hansard^  Statutes,  and  all  Parlia- 
mentary Papers,  free  of  cost  "—has  been  comphed 
with  ?  He  was  not  aware  whether  the  resolution 
had  or  had  not  been  complied  with,  but  so  far  as 
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he  could  ascertain  it  had  not,  and  he  had  had  his 
attention  repeatedly  drawn  to  the  absence  of  these 
Parliamentary  Papers  from  the  libraries  in  the 
district  from  whence  he  came.  People  complained 
that  they  were  ignorant  of  what  was  passing  in 
that  House ;  and  he  now  wished  to  know  whether 
the  Government  would  give  effect  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and  disseminate  this  necessary  information 
amongst  the  people. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  that  to  carrr  out  the  resolu- 
tion would  entail  very  considerable  expense  upon 
the  country.  At  the  outset  it  would  be  at  least 
£300  a  year,  and  it  would  be  a  continually-aug- 
menting expense.  The  sum  of  £300  would  be  . 
placed  upon  the  estimates  for  the  present  year, 
m  order  to  raise  a  discussion  upon  the  subject. 

LICENSE  FEES. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  asked  the  Government, 
If  they  will  introduce  a  Bill  this  session  to  amend 
the  existing  Licensing  Acts,  so  as  to  equalice  tha 
license  fees  throughout  the  colony  F  For  the  in- 
formation of  the  Government  he  would  read  a 
short  abstract  of  the  license  fees  paid  in  the  dif- 
ferent provincial  districts.  Commencing  in  Auck- 
land, the  publicans  paid  £40.  In  Hawke's  Bay, 
they  paid  £40  for  a  twelve-o'clock  license,  and  £25 
for  a  ten-o'clock  license.  In  Wellington  they 
paid  £40  for  a  twelve-o'clock  license,  and  £30  for 
a  ten-o'clock  license.  In  Nelson  they  paid  £50 
for  a  twelve-o'clock  license,  and  £40  for  an 
eleven-o'clock  license.  In  Canterbury  they  paid 
£30  for  a  twelve-o'clock  license;  and  in  Otago 
£25  for  a  twelve-o'clock  license,  and  £20  for  a 
ten-o'clock  license.  The  Gt)vernment  would  tee 
that  the  fees  paid  in  the  Provincial  District  of 
Nelson  were  exactly  double  those  paid  for  similar 
privileges  in  Dunedin  ;  and  he  asked  the  question 
because,  if  the  Government  were  not  prepared  to 
introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Licensing  Act,  and 
to  equalize  these  fees,  he  would  do  so  himself ; 
but,  before  taking  upon  himself  the  responsibility 
of  introducing  a  Bill  affecting  the  general  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  he  wished  to  know  whether 
the  Government  would  undertake  it. 

Sir  G.  GRET  said  he  could  not  give  a  ytrj 
complete  answer  to  the  question,  because  his  col- 
leogue  the  Native  Minister  was  absent  from  the 
House  on  important  business ;  but  he  would  re- 
mind the  honorable  gentleman  that  this  question 
was  involved  in  very  great  difficulty.  These 
license  fees  formed  part  of  the  revenue  of  the 
local  bodies,  and  it  might  be  considered  an  arbi- 
trary act  to  take  away  from  these  bodies  revenue 
to  which  the  law  entitled  them,  without  their 
being  consulted.  However,  the  Government 
would  ti^e  the  matter  into  their  consideration. 

AROHA  BLOCK. 
Mr.  ORMOJND  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  lay  before  this  House  a  return  of  lands 
sold  in  the  Aroha  Block  (late  Broomhall's),  spe- 
cifying the  number  of  selections,  and  acreage, 
sold  on  deferred  payments,  and  stating  whether 
such  lands  are  occupied  F  The  question  was  one 
which  was  sure  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
House  during  the  session,  and  he  asked  the 
honorable  gentleman  for  this  information  with 
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the  Tiew  of  Mcertaining  how  far  the  blodc  had 
been  opened  np  in  the  manner  indicated  in  the 
question. 

Mr.  THOMSON  said  the  block  had  not  yet 
been  opened  up  for  selection,  nor  was  it  intended 
to  throw  it  open  until  it  had  been  to  some  extent 
improred  bj  the  cutting  of  main  drains  and  the 
partial  formiCtion  of  roads.  The  block  bad  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Works  Department  for 
some  time  past,  in  order  that  these  improTementa 
miffht  be  effected.  As  soon  as  the  works  were 
well  forward  it  was  the  intention  of  the  GhoTcm- 
ment  to  open  up  part  of  the  block  for  sale  on 
deferred  pajments,  and  part  on  immediate  pay- 
ments. The  object  was  to  encourage  the  location 
of  as  many  small  settlers  as  possible,  holding 
from  one  hundred  to  three  hundred  acres  of 
land. 

TIMBBB  AND  GRAIN  EXPOBTS  AND  IM- 
PORTS. 

Mr.  BALLANOE  asked  the  Gh>Temment,  If 
they  will  lay  before  this  House  comparatire  re- 
turns showing  the  exports  and  inmorts,  foreign 
and  coastwise,  of  timber  and  grain  for  the  Marui, 
June,  and  September  quarters  of  the  calendar 
years  1878  and  1879? 

Sir  G-.  Q-RBY  said  the  Qoremment  would  at 
once  lay  on  the  table  the  retams  for  the  March 

Jaarter  of  the  year  1878-79;  those  for  the 
une  quarter  of  1878-79  would  be  speedily  pre- 
pared ;  but  those  for  the  September  quarter  would 
take  a  veiy  considerable  time  in  preparation. 
Those  latter  returns  would,  however,  be  laid  on 
the  table  as  soon  as  possible. 

BANK  AOCOIJNT. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  there  is  any  objection  to  lay  before  this 
House  the  letter  from  the  bank  girmg  notice  of 
the  termination  of  the  agreement  affecting  the 
Public  Account  P 

Sir  a.  GBET  said  the  letter  had  already  been 
hud  on  the  table. 

HARES  IN  NELSON. 
Mr.  BICHMOND  asked  the  GoTemment, 
Whether  they  will  proclaim  hares  exempt  from 
the  schedule  of  the  Protection  of  Animals  Act  in 
the  Provincial  District  of  Nelson  P  He  bad  been 
requested  to  ask  this  question  by  bis  constituents, 
in  whose  district  the  hares  had  become  so  very 
numerous  that  they  were  a  perfect  nuisance,  and 
were  most  destructive  to  the  plantations  and  fruit- 
trees.  One  gentleman  had  told  him  that  he  esti- 
mated his  loss  this  year  from  injury  to  fruit-trees 
and  plantations  at  upwards  of  £300.  Other 
gentlemen  had  equally  suffered.  The  £&rmers  also 
complained  that  they  could  not  grow  root  crops, 
for  in  a  few  nights  the  whole  of  these  were  swept 
away.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  farmers 
had  to  take  matters  into  their  own  hands,  and 
destroy  the  hares  whenever  they  got  an  opportu- 
nity. Of  course,  in  doing  so  they  were  acting 
against  the  law,  and  found  they  rendered  them- 
selves liable  to  penalties.  This  they  wished  to 
avoid,  and  therefore  asked  him  to  bring  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Govemmenti  in 
Mr,  Ormond 


order  that  a  Proclamation  might  be  isaned  ax- 
emptinf  hares  from  the  Protection  of  Animals 
Act.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  take 
action  in  the  matter  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said,  if  the  Government  under- 
stood that  the  honorable  gentleman  really  ex- 
pressed the  views  of  a  majority  of  the  settlers, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  about  issuing  the 
necessary  Proclamation. 

GOYEBNMENT  STEAMEBS. 

Mr.  DICE  asked  the  Conunissioner  of  Customs, 
What  progress,  if  any,  the  Government  have 
made  in  carrying  out  their  resolution,  as  expressed 
in  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  Statement  of  19th  No- 
vember, 1877 — vis.,  "to  sell  one  of  the  steam- 
vessels  now  the  proper^  of  the  6K)vemment "  f 
He  had  seen  that  the  dobnial  Treasurer,  sbovtlj 
after  the  present  Ministry  came  into  office,  had 
stated  in  his  Financial  Statement, — 

"We  propose  to  sell — not  privately — one  of 
the  steam  vessels  now  the  proper^  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  Public  Accounts  Committee  re- 
port on  the  advisability  of  selling  the  'Hinemoa;' 
but,  before  determining  which  boat  to  dispose  of, 
we  shall  be  guided  by  careful  and  sound  advice 
from  officers  practically  qualified  to  give  it." 

This  was  nearly  two  years  ago,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  the  Government  had  had  an  opportunity  o€ 
consulting  their  officers  as  to  which  vessel  they 
should  sdl.  He  wished  to  know  the  result  of 
that  consultation,  and  whether  the  Cbvemmmt 
had  done  anything  towards  selling  the  steamers. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  it  was  found  impossible  to 
dispose  of  the  "  Hinemoa,"  because  she  was  tiie 
only  vecsel  belonging  to  the  Government  which 
could  carry  troops,  or  could  be  used  on  an  occa- 
sion of  eniereency  such  as  must  often  arise  in  a 
country  like  New  Zealand.  It  would  be  difficult, 
almost  impracticable,  to  dispose  of  the  "  Stella'*  at 
anything  like  a  remunerative  price,  or  anything 
which  would  at  all  repay  the  country  for  the 
outlay  on  the  vessel.  Further,  it  was  found  that, 
owixig  to  the  large  number  of  lighthouses  existing 
in  New  Zealand,  and  those  continually  in  con- 
struction, it  vras  impossible  to  dispense  with  the 
serrices  of  such  a  vessel.  When  the  liffhthouses 
now  in  course  of  construction  were  builti  the 
matter  would  be  considered  again. 

KAIAPOI  NATIVE  RESERVES. 

Mr.  TAINUI  asked  the  Government,  When 
they  intend  bringing  into  operation  "The  Eaiapoi 
Native  Reserves  Act,  1877  "  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY  begged  to  inform  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  the  Act  was  being  brought  into 
operation  at  the  present  time. 

BALLOT. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  amend  the  Ballot  Act  in 
the  direction  of  dispensing  with  the  numbers 
marked  upon  the  ballot-papers  by  the  Betnming 
Officers  P 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  the  question  waa 
under  consideration.  It  was  one  of  extreme 
difficulty.  It  had  been  found  that  the  riUmbera 
were  almost  indispensable;   but  a  system  had 
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been  inTented  hj  whieh  their  use  might  be 
avoided.  If  thej  found  that  it  could  be  Buccees- 
fullj  adopted,  the  Q-OTemment  would  have  it 
carried  out. 

LAiro-TAX. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer,— (1)  Whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Land- 
Tax  CommiBsioner  is  demanding  pajment  of  a 
whole  yearns  land-tax  on  the  Ist  of  October, 
though  the  8th  clause  of  "The  Land -Tax 
Act,  1878,"  provides  that  the  tax  "  shall  be 
pmble  bj  equal  half-jearlj  payments"?  (2) 
Whether  the  Qt>?emment  intend  to  insist  on 
payment  of  the  tax  for  the  whole  year  in  one 
payment ;  and,  if  so,  under  what  provision  of 
the  law  they  propose  to  take  that  step  ? 

Sir  Or.  GREY  replied  that  it  was  found  to  be 
impossible  to  collect  the  tax  for  the  first  half-year 
on  the  1st  April.  The  work  to  be  performed  was 
so  great  that  it  coidd  not  be  got  through.  Al- 
though the  tax  for  the  first  half-year  was  not 
collected  on  the  1st  April,  it  was  then  due,  and 
there  was  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  collected 
now.  The  payers  had  not  lost  anything,  because 
they  had  had  the  advantage  of  holding  the  money 
all  this  time.  The  other  half-year's  land-tax, 
about  to  be  collected,  was  due  properly  upon  the 
1st  October.  It  was  therefore  not  the  tax  for 
the  whole  year,  but  the  tax  for  two  separate  half- 
years  that  was  being  collected.  This  revenue  was 
collected  under  the  authority  of  clauses  8  and  9 
of  the  Land-Tax  Act. 

HAMILTON  RAILWAY  BBIDGB. 

Mr.  WHYTE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Government  have  entered 
into  any  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
way bridge  at  Hamilton ;  and,  if  not,  when  they 
intend  to  do  so  ?  His  reason  for  asking  this  ques- 
tion was,  that  he  understood  it  would  take  two 
years  to  build  a  suitable  bridge  ;  and,  as  its  con- 
■truction  was  authorized  the  session  before  last,  it 
was  necessary  that  something  should  be  done. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  replied  that  no  contract 
had  been  entered  into  as  yet  for  the  construction 
of  this  bridge,  but  it  was  intended  to  take  the 
necessary  action  towards  it  so  soon  as  they  got 
the  necessary  appropriation.  He  believed  it 
would  be  two  years  before  the  bridge  could  be 
procured  from  Home.  It  would  be  a  very  expen- 
sive bridge.  As  soon  as  the  necessary  funds  were 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Government,  steps  would  be 
taken  to  put  the  work  in  hand. 

HOKIANGA  AND  MONGONUI  TELE- 
GRAPH LINES. 

Mr.  TAWHAI  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  If  the  Government  wrill  extend  the 
Megraph  line  from  Herd's  Point,  Hokianga,  to 
Pakia,  at  the  month  of  the  river ;  also,  if  they 
will  extend  the  line  from  Mongonui  Station  to 
Kaitaia? 

Mr.  FISHER  replied  that  inquiry  would  be 
■•dt  into  this  matter,  which  required  considera- 
twn.  He  was  not  prepared  to  give  a  decided 
•niwir  at  the  moment. 


KAWAKAWA-TAHEKE  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  TAWHAI  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  Qt>vermnent   have  received   any 
petition  or  petitions  from  Europeans  and  Natives 

? raying  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  from 
e  Kawakawa,  Bay  of  Islands,  to  Te  Taheke, 
Hokianga  ? 

Mr.  MAOANDREW  understood  that  applioa* 
tions  had  been  made  on  the  subject  verbally,  but 
no  formal  petition  had  been  received. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

ADJOUBKED  DEBATB. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  apprehend 
that  the  usual  course,  as  a  matter  of  form,  is  for 
a  new  member  to  claim  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  I  have  been  but  a  very  short  time  in 
the  House,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  con- 
sideration which  is  usually  ppranted  is  of  such  a 
character  that  I  do  not  desire  to  claim  it  at  the 
present  time.  The  consideration  I  have  seen 
shown  has  been  of  this  kind  :  Pay  all  the  atten- 
tion you  can  to  him,  and  then  tear  his  speech  to 
pieces  as  completely  as  possible.  For  that  con- 
sideration I  am  not  going  to  ask  the  House.  I 
am  as  much  prepared  to  take  my  chance  as  any 
other  member  of  this  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
trusting  that  the  insignificance  of  the  member 
may  perhaps  permit  me  to  be  passed  by  with- 
out that  scathing  attack  which  sometimes  takes 
place  upon  the  utterances  of  new  members.  I 
do  not  know  that  there  is  any  particular  reason 
for  making  this  statement,  except  the  manner  in 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West  was  treated  yesterday.  The  honorable 
member  who  followed  him  deserved  the  highest 
credit  with  regard  to  civility  and  mode  of  ad- 
dress, and  yet  the  honorable  the  seconder  of 
the  Address  in  Reply  was  taken  to  pieces  in  a 
most  unmerciful  manner.  Therefore  I  shall  not 
waste  any  moments  by  asking  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  honorable  members,  but  shall  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  put  very  shortly  before  honor- 
able members  the  views  I  entertain  on  the  sub- 
ject now  under  consideration.  Before  entering 
into  the  matter  under  discussion,  I  wish  to  state 
that,  having,  in  ai^other  capacity,  watched  the 
debate  of  last  session  upon  a  similar  motion— 
a  motion  of  which,  I  apprehend,  this  is  but  the 
outcome — it  gives  me  pleasurable  feelings,  as  a 
new  member,  to  observe  that  the  tone  of  debate 
in  the  House  has  considerably  altered  from  that 
time.  It  gives  one  greater  confidence  to  believe 
that,  whatever  may  be  brought  forward  by  any 
honorable  member,  it  will  at  least  be  treated  with 
that  courtesy  with  which  an  honorable  member 
should  be  treated.  I  may  say  that,  from  my 
reading  of  Hansard  and  my  attendance  here  in 
another  capacity,  my  feelings  with  respect  to  the 
character  of  the  proceedings  of  last  session  were 
not  at  all  what  they  now  are.  I  congratulate 
the  House,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  who  we 
may  assume  is  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  on 
this  very  desirable  change  that  has  taken  place, 
as  it  will  save  such  a  tone  to  future  discussion 
as  we  shomd  not  have  had  under  other  cdrcnm- 
stances.  I  also  think  that  the  very  large  amount 
pf  oourtesiei  that  have  been  exchanged  by  honor* 
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able  members  of  both  sides  of  the  House  will 
b«Te  a  good  effect,  and  that  these  courtesies 
will  be  continued  to  the  end,  if  no  rash  man 
steps  in  and  disturbs  the  harmonj  which  should 
characterise  our  deliberations.  I  shall  endea- 
Tour,  in  the  observations  I  wish  to  make,  to 
follow  the  excellent  example  which  has  been 
thrown  out  bj  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  QoTcmment  and  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  I  shall  to  the  fullest  exient  en- 
deavour to  emulate  that  example.  But,  whilst  I  say 
this  with  resard  to  the  honorable  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  I  must  also  say  that,  having  listened 
to  his  speech  with  a  great  deal  of  attention,  and 
having  made  mjself  acquainted  with  a  few  of 
that  honorable  gentleman's  antecedents,  I  was 
grievouslj  disappointed  with  the  address  which 
he  delivered  last  night.  I  was  prepared,  as  one 
of  those  young  "  greyhounds  "  who  have  recently 
been  let  loose  from  tne  kennel  elsewhere,  for  such 
an  indictment  against  the  constituted  Government, 
and  against  the  men  who  have  been  members  of 
the  Government  for  the  past  two  years,  as  would 
have  fairly  taken  my  breat  h  away.  I  am  not  going 
to  do  what  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot  seems 
inclined  to  invite  all  those  young  greyhounds  to 
do — desert  my  party  ;  but  I  am  going  to  say  that 
honestly  and  truthfully  I  do  believe  that  I  could 
frame  a  better  bill  of  indictment  against  the  Go- 
Temment  than  the  honorable  members  of  the 
Opposition  have  done.  I  believe  I  could  frame 
a  stronger  bill  of  indictment  against  the  Govern- 
ment uian  they  have  done;  but  there  is  this 
much  to  be  said  about  it :  that,  even  if  that  bill 
of  indictment  which  I  might  frame  wore  added  to 
the  indictment  that  those  honorable  gentlemen 
have  brought  forward,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
two  combmed  would  be  a  justification  for 
the  amendment  which  has  been  moved  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  It  appears  to  me 
that  one  of  the  easiest  things  in  existence  is  for 
honorable  gentlemen  who  sit  in  opposition,  with 
no  care,  no  responsibility  with  regard  to  the 
government  of  the  colony  at  all  proportionate  to 
the  responsibility  of  Ministers — I  say  nothing  is 
more  easy,  in  my  mind,  than  to  pile  up  one  count 
upon  another,  until  one  would  tliink  the  members 
of  the  GK^vemment  were  the  veriest  rascals  who 
could  occupy  those  benches.  Nothing  is  more 
easy,  in  the  hands  of  skilful  men,  in  the  hands  of 
men  who  make  this  kind  of  tactics  their  life-long 
study,  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  whom  I  see  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Opposition  at  this  moment,  who, 
I  believe,  from  a  perusal  of  their  antecedents  and 
their  utterances,  and  their  public  and  private 
doings,  can  at  a  few  hours'  notice  attack  any 
Government  from  whatever  side  of  the  House 
it  may  be  necessary  for  them  to  make  the  attack. 
Therefore  I  do  not  think,  as  a  fact,  that  the 
honorable  members  of  the  Opposition  who  have 
already  spoken  have  brought  any  charges  against 
the  Government  of  a  character  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify the  amendment  which  has  been  moved  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn.  I  do  not 
think  that  those  charges  combined  are  a  suffi- 
cient justification  for  the  amendment  that  has  been 
moved  on  this  occasion.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  take  a 
few  of  the  things  whioh  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
y£r,  Speight 


sition  introduced  in  the  coarse  of  his  speech 
last  evening ;  and  I  do  so  with  the  greatest 
deference,  not  only  to  this  House,  but  to  the 
honorable  member  himself.  Before  proceeding  to 
do  so,  allow  me  to  say  that,  whilst  I  have  firm 
convictions  on  questions  that  have  agitated  and 
still  are  agitating  the  publio  mind,  those  are  not 
ideas  taken  up  for  party  purposes,  but  honest, 
genuine  convictions;  and  therefore,  when  I  find  a 
gentleman  of  the  character  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  in  his  place  in  this  House,  take  such 
grounds  as  he  has  taken  in  this  matter,  it  shakes 
very  much  that  desire  which  I  had  to  listen 
attentively  to  what  he  and  other  members  of  the 
Opposition  had  to  say,  and  tells  me  that  I  should 
endearour  to  give  shape  to  my  own  resolutions  and 
convictions.  I  am  not,  and  will  not  be,  imder  any 
circumstances,  a  supporter  of  any  Gloremment 
of  whose  actions  I  cannot  approve ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  do  think  it  incumbent  upon  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  to  show  a  reason  for 
the  course  they  have  adopted  on  this  occasion — 
a  reason  which  will  bo  satisfactory,  not  to  the 
gentlemen  who  sit  behind  them  on  those  benoheSf 
and  who  are  prepared  to  echo  every  sentiment 
they  utter,  be  it  right  or  wrong,  but  a  reason 
which  wiU  be  satisfactory  to  the  country,  and 
which  should  carry  conviction  to  the  hearts  of  the 
people  whenever  they  hear  the  grounds  brought 
forward.  These  are  the  reasons  why  wo  Toung 
greyhounds  are  anxious  to  know  what  is  the 
justification  for  the  amendment  >Krhich  has  been 
moved  to  this  Address ;  for,  if  no  better  justifica- 
tion is  given  than  what  ha^  already  been  adduced 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot,  I  do  not  think  it  will  infla- 
enoe  any  of  us  in  the  vote  we  shall  give  on  this 
occasion.  I  do  hope,  further,  that  some  of  those 
young  members  I  see  around  me  will  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  caught  in  the  meshes  that  are 
being  spread  for  them  by  persons  who  have  got 
more  designing  methods  ot  work  than  we  have. 
The  country  has  committed  to  us  certain  sacred 
trusts,  and  we  are  responsible  to  the  people  for 
our  conduct ;  and,  if  we  are  led  into  an  opposite 
camp  to  that  to  which  we  should  adhere,  there 
will  be  a  retribution  that  will  astonish  some  of  ua 
one  of  these  days.  For  these  reasons,  I  think 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced 
this  amendment  on  the  Address  has  not  gone 
sufficiently  deep  into  the  matter.  I  have  not 
taken  his  subjects  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  brought  forward  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man,  but  have  arranged  them  to  suit  my  own  con- 
venience.  I  will  take,  first,  that  subject  which 
I  think,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said 
to  the  contrary  by  many  gentlemen  both  in 
and  out  of  the  House,  is  of  almost  primary  con- 
sequence— the  state  of  the  finances.  Now,  I 
thought  that  on  that  subject  at  least  we  should 
have  heard  such  an  exposure  as  would  have  been 
a  complete  crusher  to  the  Government.  I  thought 
that  on  that  subject  at  least  the  honorable  genUe- 
men  on  that  side  of  the  House  were  such  perfect 
masters  that  they  had  only  to  place  certain  docu- 
ments in  the  hands  of  their  leader  to  enable  him 
to  bring  forward  such  an  indictment  as  would 
have  been  perfectly  irresistible.   But  what  do  we 
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find?  That  the  whole  charges  brought  forward 
in  the  matter  of  finance  amount  to  this :  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  sajs  that  a  certain  course 
ihould  hare  been  proposed .  The  honorable  gentle- 
man in  power  says  that  a  wrong  course  had 
been  pursued  for  years,  and  that  he  is  anxious  to 
bring  this  Chamber  back  to  the  proper  course,  and 
theiefore  does  not  insert  a  Statement  in  Hansard 
which  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  says  usually 
appears  there.  I  take  it,  from  the  tenor  of  the 
rsmarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Selvryn,  and 
from  the  way  in  which  these  remarks  were  giyen 
expression  to,  that  he  means  to  assert  that  that 
Statement  was  designedly  kept  out  of  Hansard  to 
mislead  the  country  and  the  Opposition.  The 
Hon.  the  Premier  denies  such  an  inference.  I  can 
only  say  that,  whateTor  the  practice  of  otber  honor- 
able gentlemen  may  be,  my  practice  for  the  future 
will  be  this :  that,  if  any  other  honorable  gentle- 
man makes  a  statement,  I  will  believe  him.  The 
Minister  states  distinctly  his  reason  for  the  course 
which  he  took — a  reason  which  commends  itself  to 
the  House — and  I  say  we  have  no  right  to  find 
fault  with  him.  I  think  the  Premier  is  com- 
pletely acquitted  from  any  charge  of  attempting 
to  mislead  the  House  and  the  people.  The  only 
other  matter  in  relation  to  money  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  introduced  is  this :  He  said 
that  the  economy  in  the  public  departments  pro- 
mised to  be  practised  by  the  new  Cbvemment — 
then  a  Gk)Temment  of  promises — had  not  been  so 
practised.  He  said  that  the  Gk>Ternment,  through 
the  hps  of  the  Premier,  promised  to  make  cer- 
tain reductions  in  the  CiTil  Service,  and  that 
in  departmental  work  deductions  would  be  made 
amounting  to  a  considerable  saving.  Well,  Sir, 
those  of  us  who  were  not  members  of  this  House 
daring  the  time  the  great  contest  took  place — the 
aboUtion  of  the  provinces — can  afford  to  start  clear. 
We  have  no  connection  with  either  of  those  parties 
on  this  subject.  But,  whether  or  not  the  abo- 
lition of  the  provinces  was  a  wise  act — whether 
or  not  it  was  essentially  a  necessary  act — this  I 
always  did  firmly  believe :  that  one  of  the  imme- 
diate results  of  that  measure  would  be  that  the 
work  to  he  transacted  by  the  central  CK)vem- 
ment  must  be  immensely  increased,  and  that  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  would  be  brought  petitions 
bearing  on  the  most  trivial  subjects,  that  ought  to 
be  settled  by  Boad  Boards,  or  County  or  Borough 
Councils.  And  the  immediate  effect — and  an  efiect 
well  and  clearly  pointed  out  by  those  honorable 
members  who  opposed  Abolition — has  been  to 
swamp  this  House  with  a  lot  of  petty  legisla- 
tion, which  would  not  have  been  necessary  if  the 
people  had  been  allowed  to  maintain  provincial 
m»titutions.  I  say  that,  under  theso  circum- 
ttanoes,  it  seems  to  me  unjust — and  it  seems  to 
me  designedly  unjust — to  get  up  and  charge  this 
Qovemment,  or  any  other  Q-ovemment,  vrith 
having  increased  the  expenditure  of  the  country. 
I  say  such  an  increase  was  inevitable ;  and,  if  the 
Premier  goes  out  of  power  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Selwyn  takes  his  place,  he  may 
make  no  promises  with  regard  to  retrenchment ; 
bat  this  may  be  safely  said :  that  he  must  con- 
tinue to  hAap  on  appointment  after  appoint- 
ment, in  ordw  to  orertake  the  public  work ;  and 


that  cannot  be  done  without  money.  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  the  abolition  of  the  provinces  is 
the  fruitful  source  of  the  large  expenditure  of 
money,  which  would  not  have  taken  place  under 
different  circumstances— the  retention  of  the  pro- 
vinces. I  am  not  going  to  touch  on  all  the  sub- 
jects which  the  honorable  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition introduced  in  the  course  of  his  speech ;  but 
the  next  I  will  take  is  that  referring  to  Native 
matters.  I  am  aware  that  Native  matters  are  to 
certain  gentlemen  the  great  bugbear  of  colonial 
politics — that  it  is  a  matter  we  must  get  rid  of  in 
some  way  or  other.  The  other  day  I  heard  one 
or  two  gentlemen  who  came  from  the  northern 
part  of  the  colony  say  that  all  this  difficulty 
might  be  got  rid  of  at  onoe  if  Native  matters 
were  altogether  managed  by  the  North.  But  I 
apprehend  that,  from  a  southern  point  of  view, 
that  would  not  do.  However,  I  honestly  believe 
that,  if  the  Northern  men  had  charge  of  Native 
affairs,  they  would  be  much  less  troublesome 
than  they  are  at  the  present  time.  I  also  firmly 
believe  that,  if  in  the  matter  of  the  administra- 
tion of  Native  afiairs  less  interference  took  place 
with  the  action  of  the  Q-overnment  in  power  for 
the  time  being,  Native  management  would  be 
much  more  satisfactory.  It  is  unfortunately  too 
true  that,  however  much  we  may  plume  ourselves 
upon  our  patriotism,  whenever  a  Minister  is  en- 
gaged in  delicate  negotiations  in  regard  to  Native 
matters — negotiations  which  may  be  wearing-out 
a  Minister — it  is  invariably  found  that  there  are 
men  of  the  opposite  side  in  politics  interfering 
with  the  progress  of  those  negotiations.  I  ask, 
why  is  that  ?  Is  it  because  these  men  think  the 
proper  course  is  not  being  adopted  by  the  Minis- 
try in  power?  Not  a  bit  of  it.  The  object  is 
simply  to  thwart  the  Native  Minister  who  may 
be  in  office  for  the  time  being,  and,  for  party  pur- 
poses, to  make  him  appear  ridiculous  m  the  eyes 
of  the  Natives.  Now,  that  is  not  an  object  credit- 
able to  us.  It  is  unnecessary  that  I  should  go 
into  details  to  prove  that  this  is  the  case.  It  is  a 
fttot  within  the  knowledge  of  many  honorable 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  this  House  who 
are  about  to  vote  against  the  Government,  because 
of  their  Native  policy,  on  the  motion  we  are  now 
considering.  Considering  these  circumstances, 
and  considering  that  Native  negotiations  are  at 
all  times  very  difficult  and  troublesome,  would  it 
be  a  matter  of  wonder  if  Native  Ministers  failed 
to  accomplish  their  objects?  There  is  one  par- 
ticular section  of  the  Native  troubles  to  which  I 
should  like  specially  to  refer — that  is  the  Thames 
trouble.  In  that  case  a  party  of  surveyors,  with 
their  assistants,  were  fired  at,  and  one  man  was 
wounded.  I  am  not  going  into  the  details  which 
led  up  to  that  occurrence.  I  will  only  take  the 
fact  as  it  occurred.  When  that  incident  trans- 
pired, immediately  we  have  wired  all  over  the 
colony — what  ? — That  a  slight  trouble  had  taken 
place?  Not  a  bit  of  it;  but  a  statement  that  there 
was  an  absolute  rebellion  of  the  Native  tribes  in 
the  district  where  this  occurrence  took  place.  To 
read  some  of  the  Southern  papers,  one  would 
think  that  every  available  man  would  be  required 
to  buckle  on  his  armour  and  rush  away  to  the 
*  Thames  in  order  to  resent  this  great  outrage. 
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But  what,  after  all,  did  the  thing  amount  to  ? 
The  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West, 
who  seconded  the  Address,  put  a  good  deal  of  the 
truth  before  the  House  with  regard  to  the  com- 
menoement  of  the  matter.  What  I  want  to  look 
at  is,  whether  there  is  reallj  any  significance  in 
the  matter  or  not.  Here  is  the  position :  A 
number  of  persons  in  this  oolonj  think  that, 
when  anj  breach  of  the  law  is  committed,  it 
should  be  immediately  followed  up  bj  swift  and 
distinct  punishment,  backed  up  by  force  of  arms. 
A  number  of  honorable  gentlemen  think  that  in 
this  case  the  law  should  hare  been  at  once  set 
in  motion  and  rigorously  and  swiftly  followed  up, 
so  that  these  men  should  have  been  captured. 
Now  I  am  of  a  different  opinion.  This  outrage 
possessed  no  tribal  significance — that  is  to  say, 
the  tribe  did  not  sympathise  with  the  men  who 
committed  the  outrage ;  but  there  is  this  feature 
about  the  matter :  tluit,  if  you  attempt  to  go  up 
into  that  country  where  the  Natiye  aisturbance 
occurred  and  to  apprehend  these  men  by  force 
of  arms — which  gentlemen  from  the  Soutn  think 
ought  to  be  done  in  order  to  the  maintenance 
of  order — that  moment  you  would  arouse  the 
ill-feeling  of  the  whole  tribe.  Let  us  under- 
stand the  real  significance  of  that  in  the  present 
case.  I  have  seen  documents  relating  to  the 
action  of  the  Katire  Minister  in  this  case  in 
which  he  has  been  blamed  because  the  law  has 
not  been  enforced — because  an  armed  force  has 
not  been  sent  up  there.  Now  there  are  some 
present  before  me  on  the  Opposition  benches  who 
naTe  jzone  orer  the  ground,  and  I  fearlessly  ask 
any  of  these  gentlemen  this  question  :  Supposing 
that  these  two  persons  who  were  implicated  in 
this  outrage  allied  themselyes  to  some  fourteen 
or  fifteen  persons — which  was  about  the  num- 
ber of  their  adherents  at  that  particular  time 
—  and  you  had  sent  the  strong  force  then 
ayailable  at  the  Thames  to  capture  them,  what 
would  hare  been  the  result  P  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  Natiyes  are  capable  of  beating  us  in 
fighting — the  time  has  gone  by  for  that ;  but  this 
I  say :  A  wilful  sacrifice  of  a  dozen  liyes  at  least 
must  hay6  taken  place  before  those  two  men  could 
haye  been  captured}  and,  under  these  circum- 
stances, I  think  it  is  the  fools  who  "  rush  in  where 
angels  fear  to  tread"  who  would  complain  that 
force  was  not  used.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
proposition  made  by  the  Natiye  Minister  at  the 
time  indicated  the  correct  action  to  take  under  the 
circumstances.  I  may  say  I  haye  neyer  spoken  to 
the  Natiye  Minister  upon  this  subject  in  my  life. 
I  know  nothing  of  what  his  opinions  are,  except 
by  hu  public  utterances ;  but  I  say  this :  that  the 
course  he  took  regarding  that  matter  immediately 
commended  itself  to  my  judgment ;  and  I  think 
it  would  commend  itself  to  all  persons  desirous 
of  taking  an  impartial  yiew  of  the  occurrence. 
And  what  did  he  do  P  He  said  he  would  hold 
the  whole  tribe  responsible  for  the  action  of  these 
men,  and  that,  if  they  were  not  giyen  up,  he  would 
take  the  land  of  the  tribe  to  which  they  bdonsed. 
If  that  were  done,  what  would  be  the  effect  r  I 
honestly  belieye  the  result  would  be  something 
of  this  nature :  that  the  tribe,  rather  than  loee 
their  land,  would  giye  up  the  prisoners.  But,  sup* 
Mr.  Speight 


pose  that  were  not  the  result,  is  there  a  single 
member  of  this  House  so  far  forgetful  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  and  the  liyes  of  the  people 
who  would  necessarily  suffer  in  a  contest,  a* 
to  say  that  it  is  worth  our  while  to  sacrifiee 
certainly  a  dozen  or  fourteen  European  liyea  in 
order  to  arrest  these  two  men  P  I  do  not  think 
there  is  one  who,  in  a  serious,  thoughtful  moment, 
would  say  so.  But  I  do  know  there  are  some  men  in 
the  country  who  think  the  sufferings  of  other  men 
are  nothing — who  are  quite  willing  to  see  other 
men  shed  their  blood,  but  who,  when  it  oomee  to 
shedding  their  own  blood  or  facing  danger  them- 
selyes,  ^oome  aware  that  it  is  altogether  another 
matter ;  men  who,  while  it  was  purely  a  matter 
of  sending  the  Thames  Oonstabulary  or  the 
Thames  Volunteers  up  to  the  scene  ox  the  oot- 
rage,  think  it  a  clear  case  they  should  be  sent,  bat 
who,  if  men  had  to  be  sent  from  Taranakl  headed 
by  the  honorable  member  opposite,  would  regard 
it  from  a  different  and  more  correct  point  of  yiew. 
No  man  looks  at  a  matter  so  clearly  as  he  who 
has  to  engage  in  it;  and,  while  there  were  to 
be  found  at  the  Thames  men  as  brare  as  the 
colony  could  produce — men  prepared  to  sacrifice 
everything,  to  do  and  to  dare  anything,  for 
the  good  of  the  colony — still  it  woidd  have  been 
unwise  to  call  upon  them  for  this  sacrifice  with- 
out absolute  necessity.  I  haye  no  hesitation 
whatever  in  saying  that  the  Native  Minister  took 
the  right  course.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
do  not  think  Native  affairs  are  being  handled  so 
very  badly,  after  all;  and  I  apprehend,  before 
this  Thames  affair  is  settled,  the  House  will 
unanimously  concur — if  not  by  a  regulaiiy  formal 
vote,  certainly  by  acquiescence — ^that  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Native  Minister  was  the  onlj 
course  he  could  follow  as  a  man  who  valued  the 
liyes  of  his  fellow-settlers,  and  who  knew  that  the 
credit  of  the  colony  would  be  shaken  if  anything 
in  the  nature  of  a  conflict  were  to  take  place.  I 
will  waste  yery  little  more  of  the  time  of  the 
House  with  respect  to  Native  matters,  because  I 
think  there  is  a  general  agreement  of  opinion  that, 
whatever  faults  the  Native  Minister  may  posseae, 
his  management  of  Native  affairs  is  not  open  to 
the  reproach  some  people  attempt  to  cast  upon 
it.  I  will  only  say,  further,  with  regard  to  this 
particular  matter,  that  in  my  opinion  the  land 
on  which  this  disturbance  occurred  could  be  most 
advantageously  occupied  by  armed  settlers.  If 
it  has  l>een  decided  that  the  land  shall  be  taken 
as  a  penalty  for  this  offence,  it  might  well  be 
occupied  by  a  band  of  armed  men,  and  for  this 
reason :  that,  through  that  same  ground,  or  rerj 
close  to  it,  there  has  been  a  road  in  dispute  for  a 
considerable  period  past.  Let  that  road  be  nushed 
on.  I  do  not  mean  that  immediately  the  land  is 
taken  it  should  be  occupied  as  I  have  described ; 
but  let  it  be  gradually  taken  up  in  this  way,  and 
it  will  have  aquietening  effect  upon  the  Natives 
themselves.  With  regard  to  Native  mattov  gene- 
rally, the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Opposition  suggests  that  one  of  the  faults 
of  the  Native  Minister  has  been  that  he  has 
not  availed  himself  sufficiently  of  the  services 
of  the  Native  chiefs.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
also  oomplainf  that  the  yote  for  expenditure  in 
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tke  Natire  Depftrtment  bas  been  exceeded.  I 
am  not  gobg  to  saj  anything  derogatoir  to 
the  chiefs  of  the  Native  people ;  but  the  chiefs 
of  the  Natire  people  are  like  the  chiefs  of  the 
people  of  any  other  colour  —  thej  like  to  be 
paid  for  their  serrices;  and,  if  you  want  to 
take  the  Native  chiefii  into  your  confidence  and 
to  get  their  help,  you  will  have  to  pay  them  for 
it  I  apprehend  the  idea  is  to  mikB  these  Na- 
tire  chiefs  assessors  ;  but  that  has  been  done  to 
a  large  extent,  and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
it  most  mean  a  further  expenditure  in  Native 
matters,  so  that  it  is  inconsistent  to  recommend 
getting  the  aasistanee  of  Native  chiefsi  and  then 
to  compdain  that  the  limit  of  expenditure  has 
been  exceeded  in  consequence  of  that  having  been 
done.  The  next  thing  I  will  allude  to  is  a  very 
difficult  matter  indeed.  It  relates  to  the  great 
Fourth  Estate— the  Press.  I  think  nothing  could 
be  more  derogatory  to  the  character  of  the 
Ministry,  to  the  character  of  the  House,  or  to 
the  character  of  the  colonial  Press  itself,  than  to 
»y  that  the  Press  is  capable  of  being  bribed. 
It  is  evident  that  the  Press  in  this  colony  exercises 
a  £sr  greater  influence,  whether  for  weal  or  for 
woe,  than  does  the  Press  in  older  countries.  To 
a  great  extent  P^le  u>  this  colony  never  think 
for  themselves.  They  put  it  out  to  be  done  for 
them ;  and  very  weU  done  it  is,  in  some  instances. 
Often  the  ad?ice  tendered  by  the  Press  is  really 
of  a  veiy  sound  character,  well  worth  following 
and  acting  up  to,  though  there  is  sometimes 
idfioe  given  of  an  opposite  description,  and  I 
mppose  it  depends  very  much  upon  the  stand  we 
taie  with  reference  to  the  advice  whether  we  con- 
nder  it  good  or  bad.  However,  what  I  wish  to 
»j  is  this  :  that  it  does  not  appear  very  compli- 
mentary to  the  Press,  or  complimentary  to  tnat 
large  section  of  the  members  of  this  House  who 
an  supposed  to  belong  to  the  Press-gang,  to  sup- 
pose that  a  paltry  Government  advertisement  will 
have  the  effect  of  changing  the  tenor  of  their 
artieles  either  one  way  or  the  other.  But  if 
it  be  true,  then  I  mourn  for  the  Press  that 
ooold  do  such  things,  and  I  mourn  for  the 
Government  that  could  tempt  the  Press  to  do 
those  things.  But  I  say  that  there  is  no  truth 
in  those  accusations,  lliere  may  be  some  little 
truth  in  some  very  small  cases,  but,  taking  the 
Isrge  bulk  of  the  New  Zealand  Press,  there  is  not 
one  word  of  truth  in  the  accusation  that  it  could 
be  guilty  of  such  conduct.  The  Press  is  well 
represented  in  this  House  now,  and  I  hope  such 
•tatements  will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  unchal- 
lenged by  the  representatives  of  the  Press.  But 
what,  after  all,  is  the  amount  of  these  Gbvern- 
ment  advertisements  ?  I  think,  in  one  case,  there 
has  been  a  large  sum  mentioned,  but  not  a  single 
word  has  been  said  as  to  the  very  small  character 
of  the  Gkyvemment  advertisements  in  the  many 
other  cases.  It  appears  to  me — indeed,  I  am 
qmte  certain  it  is  the  faot—that  each  local  Boad 
Board,  each  Borough  Council,  or  CJounty  Council, 
has  fttf  more  patronage  in  this  way,  in  its  own 
particular  locality,  than  has  the  whole  great 
General  Government  of  the  colony.  Then,  again, 
there  are  all  the  tradesmen  to  be  found  in  all  the 
diflSsvent  oentrea  of  population,  who  give  a  great 


deal  to  the  papers  in  the  way  of  advertisements. 
Does  it  follow  that  the  nevrspaper  must  im- 
mediately abandon  its  own  principles  and  adopt 
the  colour  of  the  tradesmen  who  patronize  itP 
Not  at  all.  A  mutual  advantage  is  interchanged, 
and  payment  is  given  to  the  newspaper  for  the 
advantage  the  trodesman  receives  in  the  shape 
of  the  publicity  given  by  the  advertisement.  If, 
however,  in  the  case  of  these  Government  ad- 
vertisements, the  honorable  gentleman  proves 
that  it  is  different,  then  he  will  have  done  good 
service  to  the  oolony ;  but,  until  he  has  given  us 
that  proof,  I  do  not  think  we  are  called  upon 
to  accept  his  mere  statement.  The  proposal  I 
would  make  is  this  :  It  has  been  stated  that  one 
newspaper  is  so  very  patriotic,  and  so  mindful  of 
the  interests  of  its  readers,  as  to  put  in,  at  times, 
a  whole  column  of  Government  advertisements 
for  nothing.  But  to  my  mind  it  is  dear  that  the 
reason  why  it  does  so  is  because  it  really  pays, 
— because  the  class  of  readers  who  take  m  that 
paper  require  that  those  advertisements  should 
be  there.  I  would,  then,  suggest  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  pay  no  newspapers  for  advertise- 
ments, but  place  at  their  disposal  particulars  with 
regard  to  railwavs  and  public  works  to  be  con- 
structed, and  other  matters  of  public  interest, 
and  let  the  newspapers  publish  them  if  they 
like.  The  people  would  then  very  soon  learn 
to  patronise  those  papers  which  published  the 
advertisements.  That,  I  think,  is  tne  way  to  get 
out  of  the  difficulty — to  cut  the  Gordian  knot, 
and  to  put  a  stop  to  all  the  talk  about  undue 
influence  of  the  Press.  Some  honorable  gentle- 
men laugh,  but  it  seems  to  me  that,  however 
laughable  the  proposition  may  appear  to  them, 
there  is  a  modicum  of  sense  at  the  bottom. 

An  Hon.  Meicbbb. — Put  them  in  the  Govern- 
ment Oazette. 

Mr.  SP£IGHT.— I  am  afraid  that  is  too  exclu- 
sive a  publication,  and  is  seen  by  so  very  few 
people  that  it  irould  not  be  of  much  use  to  take 
that  course ;  but  I  think  that,  if  the  plan  I  propose 
were  adopted,  we  should  very  soon  get  rid  of  these 
accusations.  The  next  charge  made  is  that  of 
Government  electioneering  interference.  This 
House,  no  doubt,  has  a  very  high  standard  of 
morality,  and  long  may  it  retain  that  standard ; 
but,  however  high  its  standard  in  this  respect  may 
be,  it  is  well  to  Took  matters  in  the  face,  and  con- 
sider them  according  to  the  varying  circumstances 
of  the  time.  Is  there  a  single  member  of  the 
Opposition,  who  inveigh  so  loudly  against  Govern- 
ment intervention  at  elections,  who  will  tell  me 
that  were  they  in  power  they  would  not  use  that 

r>wer  to  the  fullest  extent  to  turn  the  elections  P 
think  not.  The  honorable  gentleman  who  for- 
merly led  the  Opposition  in  this  House  fully  recog- 
nized the  truthfulness  of  that  position,  because  I 
commit  no  breach  of  confidence  when  I  say  that  one 
of  the  great  desires  that  honorable  gentleman  had 
to  see  the  Government  turned  out  of  power  when 
the  last  vote  of  want  of  confidence  was  carried, 
was  expressed  in  some  such  words  as  these  :  '*  Am 
I  going  to  let  those  gentlemen  stop  in  office  and 
use  their  weight  as  a  Government  in  the  elec- 
tions?" These  are  facts  which  I  am  stating 
with  regard  to  that  partioular  gentleman.    He 
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saw  at  once  that  whoeyer  was  in  power  bad  an 
immense  adyantage  ;  and  it  is  in  the  yerj  nature 
of  things  that  it  should  be  so.  Unfortunately, 
there  are  to  bo  found  in  every  country — and  in 
this  country  as  elsewhere— persons  who  worship 
the  rising  sun.  If  they  think  a  Govern inent  will 
bold  its  own,  they  worship  it.  If  they  think  the 
Government  is  going  out,  they  will  turn  to  the 
rising  luminary.  And  this  is  not  confined  to 
persons  outside  this  House.  There  are,  inside 
these  walls  as  outside  them,  doubtful  people, 
cautious  people,  timid  people,  who  like  to  see 
where  the  sun  rises,  so  as  to  get  within  the 
efiulffence  of  its  rays.  The  chief  charge  against 
the  Government  in  regard  to  this  election  inter- 
Tention  is  that  they  used  the  Government  steamers 
for  that  purpose.  On  that  I  may  say  nothing. 
The  Premier  has  told  us  that  he  did  so— he 
thought  it  was  right — and  that  he  would  do 
io  again  to-morrow.  I  say,  "More  power  to 
him ;  let  him  do  so  ;"  but  at  the  same  time  let  it 
be  understood  that  there  are  other  things  to  be 
looked  after  as  well  as  elections  at  these  particular 
times. — (Laughter.) — Before  the  honorable  gentle- 
man gives  an  incredulous  laugh,  let  me  tell  him 
that,  when  he  states  that  when  the  Premier  went 
to  Auckland  be  went  there  specially  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  a  supporter  in  his  election, 
iuoh  a  statement  is  not  in  accordance  with  facts. 
The  real  truth  is  this :  that,  long  prior  to  the 
election,  steps  were  taken  by  those  whom  the 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot  has  been  pleased  to 
call  *'  greyhounds  "  to  get  the  Premier  to  address 
that  supporter's  constituents.  It  was  afterwards 
announced  that  a  gentleman  holding  the  hieb  posi- 
tion in  this  colony  that  Mr.  Whitaker  did  was 
eoing  to  descend  from  the  high  pedestal  on  which 
he  stood  both  as  a  legislator  and  a  lawyer,  in  order 
to  pit  himself  against  one  whom  he  supposed  to  be 
the  weakest  man  of  the  opposite  party.  He  was 
supposed  to  be  the  weakest  man — but  supposition 
and  facts  are  often  very  different  things.  They 
sent  their  strong  man  armed  to  rout  this  puny 
boy;  but,  long  before  that  was  arranged,  it  was 
settled  that  the  Premier  should  address  his  con- 
stituents, as  I  believe  all  members  elected  to  this 
House  should  do.  I  have  personal  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  it  was  so  arranged;  and  therefore 
it  is  not  right,  fair,  or  truthful  to  say  that  the 
Premier  went  north  to  assist  in  the  Eden  elec- 
tion. The  honorable  gentleman  who  was  elected 
for  that  district  was  quite  able  to  take  care  of  him- 
self without  that  assistance.  It  needed  only  the 
fatal  mistake  made  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition, 
who  thought  they  were  going  to  clutch  certain 
seats,  and  who  sent  such  a  man  as  I  have  named 
against  such  a  man  as  the  gentleman  who  was 
elected;  it  needed  only  the  disgraceful  party 
cries  then  raised  to  insure  the  defeat  of  Mr. 
Whitaker.  When  a  man  like  him  could  raise 
such  a  cry  as  the  religions  beliefs  of  his  fellow- 
men  to  assist  him  in  his  electioB,  his  doom  was 
knelled  out.  When  such  things  are  done,  every 
right  principle  that  should  actuate  a  man  is 
roused  and  makes  him  stand  by  the  weaker  side. 
I  sa^  that  gentleman  was  beaten,  through  the  very 
tactics  he  used,  by  a  less  astute,  able,  and  cir- 
cuitous man.  It  was  not  neceisaiyi  therefore, 
Mr.apeigU 


that  the  Premier  should  go  to  Auckland  and 
assist  the  honorable  member  for  Eden,  for  he  was 
quite  able  to  assist  himself.  I  trust  the  lesson 
taught  there  will  be  a  lesson  to  this  House  and 
to  the  whole  country,  and  that  in  future  we  shall 
see,  when  a  seat  has  to  be  fought  for,  that  it  shall 
be  fought  for  in  an  honest,  square,  straight£ar- 
ward  manner,  and  not  with  sidewinds  and  attacks 
upon  men  for  their  religious  belief.  The  honor- 
able ffentleman  who  iMids  the  Opposition  also 
says  that  undue  influences  were  used  to  get  rid 
of  the  honorable  member  who  formerly  led  the 
Opposition.  All  I  can  say  is — and  I  am  sure  a 
large  section  of  the  House  will  agree  with  me — 
that,  personally,  I  should  have  liked  to  see  the 
former  member  for  Wanganui  occupying  a  seat 
in  this  House.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I 
should  like  to  see  him  take  the  seat  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  defeated  him  occupies. 
I  wish  the  *'  Stella  "  could  hare  beenplaced  at  the 
disposal  of  the  late  member  for  Wanganui,  so 
that  he  might  have  been  replaced  in  this  House 
for  another  seat,  because  it  is  desirable  that  we 
should  have  every  class  of  man  in  tJiis  House.  It 
would  be  well  for  us  youne  members  to  have  before 
us  the  winning,  calm,  and  conciliatory  demeanour 
of  the  present  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  the 
highly  excitable  and  impetuous  oratory  of  the  late 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  so  that  we  might  take 
a  medium  between  them  and  strike  out  our  own 
course  for  the  future.  I  am  sorry  that  a  requisi- 
tion was  not  sent  in  to  the  Premier  to  place  the 
"Stella"  at  the  disposal  of  the  late  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui,  so  that  he  might  have 
obtained  a  seat ;  and  I  am  sure  he  would  hare 
acceded  to  the  request  if  he  had  looked  to  the 
future  result  of  that  eentleman  being  returned. 
I  think  it  would  have  been  a  great  advantage  to 
the  Government,  and  not  to  the  Opposition,  if 
such  had  been  the  case;  and  I  believe  a  fatal 
mistake  was  made  in  not  giving  him  every  facility 
for  re-election.  However,  there  are  other  reasons 
why  I  should  like  to  see  that  gentleman  ocoupving 
a  seat  here.  He  has  served  the  oountrr  well  in 
various  capacities,  and  it  is  well  that  those  who 
have  so  served  their  country  should  be  rewarded 
with  the  confidence  of  the  people  to  the  end. 
But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  however  great 
ability  a  man  may  be  possessed  of,  if  he  exerdses 
it  against  the  temper  of  the  time  he  must  expect 
to  be  passed  by ;  and  I  think  it  was  so,  unfor- 
tunately, in  this  case.  This  use  of  Government 
power  in  the  elections  has  been  carried  to  a 
still  greater  extent,  according  to  the  ideas  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  preferred  the  charge,  but 
they  have  not  given  us  much  information  as 
to  the  extent  to  which  it  was  used.  I  suppose, 
when  they  talked  of  expenditure,  they  alluded  to 
what  Mr.  Sheehan  did,  and  to  his  conduct  in  the 
matter;  but  I  need  say  nothing  on  that  point. 
He  is  one  of  those  men  who  always  remind  me  of 
a  hedeehog — touch  him  where  you  will,  he  is 
ready  for  you.  I  feel  perfectly  certain,  when  his 
conduct  is  impugned,  he  is  able  to  defend  himself; 
and  he  would  be  a  very  foolish  young  member 
indeed  who  took  the  cudgels  up  for  him.  I  will 
not  do  80.  Speaking  of  Sir  Wuliam  Fox,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  express  the  jtrj  great  regret  I 
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have  felfc  in  reading  some  of  the  pnblio  prints 
which  previooelj  lauded  him  to  the  tkiee  as 
the  bean  id4al  of  an  Opposition  leader,  to  find 
that,  now  that  he  has  been  defeated,  thej  speak 
of  that  defeat  aa  a  great  benefit  to  tbe  party. 
I  think.  Sir,  auch  conduct  is  ungenerous;  I 
think  it  is  not  calculated  to  inspire  in  men 
thoae  principles  which  make  them  stem  and 
resolute  in  adherence  to  the  opinions  of  the 
partj  whose  oaase  they  espouse ;  I  think,  also, 
that  it  is  unbecoming,  and  I  am  sure  that  those 
honorable  members  who  hare  serred  with  Sir 
William  Fox  -will  at  least  do  him  the  credit 
of  saying  that,  under  all  circumstances,  he  was 
actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  serve  the  coun- 
try well.  The  honorable  gentleman  wound  up 
hu  indictment  by  saying  that  tbe  Q-OTemment 
ought  to  introduce  measures  on  two  subjects — 
two  subjects  in  which  I  take  a  deep  and  personal 
interest-— charitable  aid,  and  the  licensing  ques- 
tion. As  a  member  of  a  Borough  Council,  I  bap- 
pen  to  sit  upon  a  Committee  called  the  Chant- 
aUe  Aid  Committee ;  and  I  want  to  tell  the 
House  this  :  that  if  ever  there  was  a  Qo?emment 
that  endeayoared  to  bring  this  question  of  charit- 
able aid  to  a  final  and  distinct  head  it  is  the  pre- 
sent OoYemment;  and,  if  honorable  gentleman 
desire  proof  of  this,  they  will  find  printed  memo- 
randa and  circulars  of  every  description  relating 
to  the  matter,  which  have  been  sent  to  the  local 
bodies.  The  proposals  of  the  Government  were 
these :  To  transfer  from  the  colony  to  local  bodies 
the  cost  of  maintaining  the  charitable  institu- 
tions, and,  as  an  inducement  to  the  local  bodies  to 
accept  the  transfer,  they  offer  a  subsidy  of  pound 
£9r  pound.  Well,  warm  conferences  have  taken 
plaee  amongst  the  local  bodies  throughout  the 
colony  with  regard  to  that  proposal.  I  think  I 
read  that  in  Cbristchuroh  they  have  formed  what 
they  call  a  Charitable  Aid  Board,  in  which  they 
group  certain  centres  of  population,  and  work 
together ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  capital  plan. 

Mr.  HALIj. — ^The  honorable  member  is  mis- 
taken ;  it  is  not  so. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— I  thought  it  was,  from  what 
I  saw  in  tho  public  prints.  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  of  the  facts  with  regard  to  Cbrist- 
church.  I  shall  get  better  acquainted  with  them 
perhaps  before  long  from  the  bonorable  gentlemen 
who  represent  that  port  of  the  country.  I  was 
about  to  s&y  that  this  borough  with  which  I 
happen  to  be  connected  adopted  the  proposals  of 
the  Government  in  their  entirety,  and  the  result 
is  that,  to  a  limited  extent — indeed,  I  may  say  to 
the  full  extent — they  are  now  taking  charge  of 
,  the  sick  and  destitute,  and  all  but  tlie  criminal 
and  insane.  They  raised  the  money  for  the  pur- 
pose from  local  funds,  and  they  have  adopted  this 
oourse  in  opposition  to  other  sections  of  the  com- 
munity, whic^  have  striven  against  it  $  and  why  ? 
Because  the  honorable  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
Opposition  have,  during  tbe  past  two  years,  held 
out  the  bait  that  the  consolidated  revenue  will  be 
made  chargeable  by  them  for  charitable  aid,  when 
they  come  into  power — because  those  gentlemen 
have  led  those  persons  throughout  the  country 
who  agree  with  them  to  believe  that  iccal  bodies 
wUl  ba  eztmptad  from  tbe  cost  of  these  things, 
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and  that  the  charge  will  be  made,  pure  and  simple, 
a  charge  upon  the  consolidated  revenue  of  the 
colony. —  (Oh.) — I  say.  Sir,  what  I  know  to  be 
true.  In  conference  with  other  local  bodies  on 
this  subject  these  facts  were  brought  forward, 
and  they  alone  prevented  a  union  which  would 
otherwise  have  taken  place  in  order  to  make  the 
local  bodies  fairly  bear  their  share  of  the  cost 
of  maintaining  these  institutions.  I  say  it  is  so, 
and  that  the  present  Government  have  sent  out 
pKinted  circulars  bearing  upon  the  subject  — 
and  if  this  is  denied  I  will,  at  a  future  time, 
produce  the  circulars  myself —  inviting  the  co- 
operation of  local  bodies  in  these  matters,  and 
that  in  some  instances  these  proposals  have 
been  adopted,  and  in  other  instances  they  have 
been  rejected  on  two  grounds :  The  first  ground 
is  a  hope  that  tbe  Oonsohdated  Fund  will  be 
made  to  bear  tho  cost  of  these  institutions  en- 
tirely, and  the  local  bodies  be  relieved  of  tho 
charge ;  and  the  next  is  a  fear  that,  having  once 
taken  over  the  charii  able-aid  matter,  the  subsi* 
dies  that  were  promised  would  become  a  myth 
and  pass  away.  These  things  have  militated 
against  the  adoption  of  the  proposals  of  the 
Gorernmeut.  And  then  for  honorable  members 
to  come  down  and  tell  us  the  Government  have 
done  nothing  towards  carrying  out  those  objects 
which  are  so  desirable,  so  close  to  their  hearts, 
and  so  much  for  the  welfare  of  the  colony !  It 
seems  to  me  that  they  are  speaking  without  book, 
to  say  nothing  more.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to 
tbe  hoensing  question.  I  may  say  at  once  that 
my  idea  with  reference  to  the  Gt>vemment  taking 
up  the  licensing  question  is  something  of  this 
sort :  that,  until  this  Government  or  any  other 
can  come  to  recognize  certain  first  great  principles 
upon  which  the  licensing  question  ought  to  be 
managed,  it  is  useless  for  them  to  introduce  Bills. 
But,  when  they  fail  to  do  that,  is  it  to  be  supposed 
that  there  is  to  be  a  Licensing  Bill  thrown  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  to  be  scrambled  over  and 
fought  about,  and  made  a  Government  measure  P 
I  have  never  seen  a  Government  yet  that  pos- 
sessed two  members  who  agreed  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  should  underlie  a  Licensing  Bill.  At 
a  future  period  I  dare  say  my  views  on  licensing 
matters  will  be  fully  explained  to  the  House,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enter  upon 
them  now.  Tbe  honorable  member  who  preceded 
nie  in  this  debate  has  brought  forth  a  Ix>cal  Op- 
tion Bill,  and  I  suppose  the  reason  why  I  was 
selected  to  succeed  him  in  the  discussion  was 
because  we  are  both  cold-water  men,  and  there 
was  no  fear  that  we  would  get  quarrelling  over 
anything  of  this  nature.  Well,  it  seems  a  strange 
fataUty  that  the  very  first  Bill  on  this  subject 
introduced  into  this  House  should  be  one  whioh 
has  not  been  considered  by  the  members  of  the 
Hoiue  who  are  supposed  to  belong  to  the  tem- 
perance party.  I  say  that  the  Bill  has  been 
introduced  with  undue  precipitancy ;  and  I  say, 
furthermore,  that,  as  far  as  that  Bill  is  concerned, 
if  it  be  what  I  take  it  to  be,  I  hope  it  will  be  ex- 
pelled from  tbe  House.  I  desire  to  make  no 
imcertain  sound  on  that  point.  If  it  is  what  I 
take  it  to  be,  I  trust  it  will  never  pass  the  second 
reading  in  this  House.    These  are  the  things  that 
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are  held  out  as  baits  to  the  youog  members  of 
this  House  to  induce  them  to  join  tlie  Opposition. 
First,  those  gentlemen  are  going  to  introduce 
great  liberal  measures  in  relation  to  charitable 
aid  ;  next,  thej  are  going  to  introduce  a  Licens- 
ing  Bill  which  will  be  satisfactory  to  everjho^j. 
"Well,  if  they  accomplish  the  latter  they  will  per- 
form one  of  the  greatest  wonders  the  world  has 
teen.  The  Licensing  Bill  leads  me  up  to  the 
honorable  member  for  OheTiot.  He  told  us  in 
the  beginning  of  his  speech  last  night  that  the 
hour  and  a  half  occupied  by  the  speech  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  was  the  most  enjoyable 
hour  and  a  half  he  had  ever  spent  in  his  life. — 
(No.) — The  words  he  used,  I  think,  were — "  the 
best  hour  and  a  half  speech  I  ever  sat  under.'' 
All  I  can  say  is,  that  I  am  glad  the  honorable 
pentleman  is  so  easily  satisfied,  because  I  now 
have  hopes  that,  young  and  inexperienced  as  some 
of  us  are,  we  may  give  the  honorable  gentleman 
some  pleasure  by-and-by.  Whilst  I  have  every 
desire  to  enjoy  to  the  uttermost  the  utterances 
which  proceed  from  the  lips  of  honorable  gentle- 
men who  are  opposed  to  me,  I  must  say  that,  when 
listening  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Selwyn,  there  came  over  me  a  feeling  of 
dampness,  of  dissatisfaction,  of  disappointment, 
and  of  despondency. — (Hear,  hear.) — I  dare  say 
the  honorable  gentlemen  who  cry  "  Hear,  hear," 
sympathize  with  those  feelings.  No  doubt  they 
also  felt  despondent  when  they  listened  to  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member,  but  despondent 
from  an  altogether  different  reason  from  that 
which  operateid  with  me.  I  felt  despondent  at 
this :  that  here  is  an  amendment  tacked  on  to  an 
Address— an  amendment  which  implies  censure 
upon  the  (Government  in  the  most  serious  of 
forms — and  it  is  based  upon  the  flimsiest  of  pre- 
texts, that  will  not  stand  a  moment's  considera- 
Uon.  That  is  why  I  felt  despondent :  that  the 
time  of-  this  House  and  of  the  country  should  be 
wasted  in  discussing  such  a  motion  based  upon 
such  grounds.  If  the  honorable  members  on  the 
other  side  felt  despondent  for  another  reason,  I 
can  thoroughly  unaerstand  their  feelings.  They 
were  despondent  when  they  saw  the  lameness  of 
the  case  which  was  being  made  out,  and  they 
naturally  felt  that  it  would  have  been  better  if 
the  motion  had  taken  another  form.  I  am  not 
going  to  quarrel  with  them.  I  do  not  think  it 
IS  my  place  to  quarrel  or  agree  with  the  course 
whicn  the  Opposition  have  pursued.    They  have 

{)erfect  liberty  to  do  as  they  think  proper,  as 
ong  as  they  obey  the  rules  of  this  House.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  my  opinion  is  that  the  Oppo- 
sition have  done  a  pei^ectly  correct  thing.  I 
do  not  think  that  good  government  could  have 
been  carried  on  in  this  country  with  such 
a  motion  hanging  over  the  Ministry  for  an 
indefinite  period.  Therefore  I  think  the  Oppo- 
sition deserve  credit  for  the  period  at  which 
they  have  brought  this  matter  on.  I  am  pleased 
that  they  have  brought  it  on  in  this  form ;  and  I 
am  still  more  pleased  to  find  that  they  have  such 
an  utterly  futile  case — futile  in  every  sense  ;  for 
I  am  satisfied  of  this :  that,  whatever  the  vote  of 
the  House  may  be,  it  will  be  the  vote  of  a  fore- 
gone conclusion,  and  not  a  vote  which  will  back 
JTr.  SpeigTU 


up  the  counts  in  the  indictment  laid  by  the  lead«r 
of  the  Opposition.  It  will  be  a  vote  which  will 
say,  "  We  will  not  have  this  Government  as  at 
present  constituted.  They  may  introduce  mea- 
sures which  would  do  credit  to  the  heart  of  a 
saint  or  an  angel ;  but  we  will  have  none  of  those 
measures,  as  long  as  they  come  from  such  hands.*' 
That  is  the  meaning  of  the  vote ;  that  is  what  is 
meant  by  the  proposal ;  and  honorable  members 
who  seek  to  make  us  believe  that  any  other  mean- 
ing is  attachable  to  it  are  only  seeking  to  throw  dust 
in  our  eyes.  The  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
told  us,  in  speaking  of  the  mover  and  seconder 
of  this  Address,  that,  judging  by  those  two, 
good  men  were  absolutely  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment. I  thank  the  honorable  gentleman  for  the 
compliment.  He  regretted  to  see  two  such  good 
men  supporting  the  Government.  All  I  can  say 
is  that,  when  £  look  round  these  benches,  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  his  regret  will  be  intensified 
before  the  House  is  finished  with  these  honorable 
members.  It  appears  to  me  that,  if  any  man 
comes  into  this  House  with  an  honest  deter- 
mination to  do  his  duty  faithfully  and  fearlessly 
to  the  people  who  send  him  here — if  he  means 
to  do  his  duty  irrespective  of  those  petty  party 
tactics  which  are  so  freely  indulged  in  at  the 

{>re9ent  time,  and  by  which  it  is  endeavoured  to 
ead  young  members  to  believe  that  tliis  is  not 
the  question  at  issue :  that  Oodlin  is  the  true 
friend,  and  not  Short — I  say,  if  that  is  to  be  the 
position  which  a  new  man  is  to  take  up,  the 
sooner  he  understands  that  there  are  certain  things 
now  before  the  country,  which  must  be  settled 
before  the  country  wUl  settle  into  a  state  of 
satisfaction,  the  better.  But  let  him  also  under- 
stand that,  if  these  things  which  are  to  be  settled 
are  to  be  rightly  settled,  they  can  only  be  settled 
by  men  who  have  an  honest  and  genuine  belief 
in  the  principles  themselves,  and  that  the  object 
is  not  to  be  attained  by  throwing  out  of  o£Bce 
those  men  who  have  initiated  the  measures,  and 
who  have  educated  the  country  up  to  their 
acceptance.  I  say  it  is  not  to  be  gained  by 
bringing  into  power  men  whom  I  have  heard 
designated,  and,  I  believe,  with  good  reason,  the 
"  governing  families  of  the  colony,"  who  have  so 
long  had  the  control  of  aflairs  in  their  hands.  I 
had  a  number  of  notes  of  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot,  but,  as  it  is  de- 
sirable that  he  and  I  should  cultivate  the  closest 
friendship  under  present  circumstances,  I  think 
it  is  perhaps  well  that  I  should  refrain  from  say- 
ing many  things  which  I  had  intended  to  say. 
Tlierefore  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  at  veir 
much  greater  length,  and  will  simply  deal  with 
one  or  two  small  matters  that  occur  to  me. 
The  honorable  gentleman  tells  us  that  these 
"young  greyhounds"  who  have  been  let  loose 
and  have  come  on  to  the  floor  of  this  House 
are  honest,  intelligent,  and  conscientious  —I  think 
that  was  the  term— and  the  honorable  member 
instanced  Mr.  Hobbs,  a  gentleman  who  graces 
this  floor  no  more :  that  these  gentlemen,  if  they 
are  conscientious,  will  be  found  walking  into  that 
lobby  behind,  I  presume,  the  honorable  member 
for  Cheviot,  who  also  has  had  a  conscience  in  this 
matter,  and  who  found  his  way  across  the  flbor 
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of  the  Hooae.  Bat,  Sir»  I  apprehend  there  are 
two  things  required  before  that  ie  done.  First  of 
•U,  there  is  the  character  of  the  conscience  itself 
to  be  considered  ;  and  next  the  honorable  gentle- 
men hare  got  to  show  us  apon  what  ground  ihej 
claim  us,  and  require  that  we  should  desert  those 
principles  which  we  have  taken  up,  and  go  over 
to  the  other  side  of  (he  House.  The  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot  himself  can  best  tell  what 
induced  him  to  change  his  side  of  the  House.  I 
am  the  keeper  of  no  man's  conscience — I  trj  to 
keep  mj  own — but  I  must  say  that  I  have  honestly 
searched  through  the  records  of  this  House  to 
find  the  cause  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  con- 
scientious scruples,  but  I  could  not.  I  dare  saj 
at  some  future  time  I  shall  get  to  the  bottom  of 
the  whole  thing,  and  it  will  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  hear  calmly  and  considerately  the 
motires  which  induced  a  gentleman  of  such 
great  intelligence  and  ability  to  be  a  recreant 
to  the  party  under  whose  auspices  he  came 
oat.  He  told  us,  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  Totes  polled  at  the  elections  —  which,  after 
all,  are  insignificant  things  when  you  come  to 
look  at  them ;  but  I  suppose  they  are  the  by-play 
whidi  fill  up  the  intenrals  in  the  solid  matter  in 
this  House — he  told  us,  in  referring  to  the  num- 
ber of  Yotes  polled  for  certain  places  as  against 
other  places,  and  alluding  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Andrews), 
that,  had  the  rotes  of  Cheviot  been  added  to  tho^e 
of  Christchurch,  no  Greyites  would  hare  been 
returned  for  Christchurch.  Let  me  tell  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  that  argument  is  like 
a  two-edged  sword — it  cuts  both  ways.  It  means 
something  of  this  sort:  It  means  that,  had 
the  electors  of  Cheviot  been  placed  under  the 
mspired  influence  which  the  electors  of  Christ- 
church were  placed  under,  they  would  not  hare 
returned  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  that  happy 
beaUty  would  hare  been  shorn  of  the  delight  of 
being  represented  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
in  this  House.  But  I  can  quite  understand 
the  honorable  gentleman's  feeling  of  contentment. 
When  such  causes  produce  such  results,  I  can 
thoroughly  understand  that  he  is  contented  with 
the  present  position  of  affairs ;  but  I  do  hope  that, 
whaterer  else  may  occur  within  the  next  few 
months,  this  at  least  will  occur :  that  those  anoma- 
hes  which  at  present  exist  in  the  matter  of  repre- 
sentation shall  be  blotted  out  of  existence,  and 
that  we  shall  have  a  fair  representation  of  the 
people  in  accordance  with  their  numbers.  When 
sach  glaring  anomalies  exist,  it  is  time  that  both 
tides  of  the  House  should  for  once  sink  their 
party  feelings — their  personal  animosities — and 
unite  to  carry  out  the  reforms  that  are  desirable. 
When  these  things  are  brought  about,  there  will 
be  less  ground  of  complaint,  and  less  boasting 
orer  happy  boroughs  such  as  that  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman.  There  is  one  other  matter  I 
will  slluile  to,  and  that  is  the  peculiar  charac- 
teristic of  this  debate  and  the  debate  of  last 
•eesaon.  The  characteristic  is  this  :  Laud  up  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers ;  laud  him 
up  to  the  skies.  He  is  the  acme  of  a  Public  Works 
Minister ;  he  is  erery thing  that  can  be  desired;  but 
Nod  "the  oommon  enemy"  down  to  the  lowest 


depths  possible.  That  seems  to  be  the  whole 
object  of  the  Opposition.  A  reconstructed  Minis- 
try is  to  be  the  proposal,  and,  to  use  a  classic 
quotation  which  some  of  you  will  not  understand, 
an  attempt  is  being  made  to  "sluther"  young 
members.  The  honorable  member  for  Birerton  haa 
been  subjected  to  the  smoothing-down  process. 
Ho  has  been  appealed  to  as  a  man  of  the  world, 
as  a  man  who  knows  what  an  important  thing  his 
▼ote  is,  how  he  comprehends  the  situation,  and  so 
on.  That  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  gains  rotes. 
Men  like  to  be  appealed  to.  ft  is  in  most  cases 
a  novelty,  and  they  take  to  it  like  mother's  milk. 
But  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that,  whatever 
they  do,  there  will  assuredly  be  a  day  of  reckon- 
ing ;  and  if,  as  we  are  told,  the  destiny  of  the 
country  is  going  to  hang  upon  the  votes  of  one  or 
two  gentlemen  who  are  taking  very  kindly  to 
the  smoothing  process,  let  them  not  forget  that 
the  day  is  not  very  distant  when  they  wUl  need 
all  the  smoothing  they  can  get ;  because,  after  the 
passing  of  the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill  and  the 
Representation  Bill,  they  will  have  to  face  angry 
constituents,  who  will  tell  them  very  plainly  what 
they  think.  Let  these  joung  men  remember  this. 
Let  the  old  men  go  their  own  way ;  but,  if  we 
young  fellows  are  to  be  worked  upon  as  so  many 
fish  to  be  caught  by  a  coloured  bait,  or  by  induce- 
ments of  a  character  that  ought  not  to  be  made, 
then  the  sooner  we  young  men  stand  together  and 
form  a  new  party  the  better.  Now,  I  should  like 
to  see  the  honorable  member  for  Biverton  in  that 
party.  I  can  assure  him  he  is  not  likely  to  hold  a 
portfolio  under  the  old  party ;  but  then,  if  he 
thinks  differently,  I  will  allow  him  to  be  tlie  best 
judge.  Then,  Sir,  much  has  been  said  about  the 
Electoral  Bill  which  was  withdrawn.  We  heard 
last  night  a  certain  version  of  that  matter,  and 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  gave  us  that  version 
told  us  that  it  was  a  peculiar  characteristic  of  the 
Premier  to  place  one  side  pf  a  subject  before  his 
audience  and  to  let  them  know  nothing  of  tlie 
other.  Now,  I  think  the  Premier  has  been  very 
plain  on  this  occasion  ;  but  what  did  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot  say  ?  He  said  that  the 
Bill  as  returned  from  the  Upper  House  was  in 
the  exact  form  in  which  the  Government  intro- 
duced it  into  this  House. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— No. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— I  heard  the  statement,  not 
once,  but  a  dozen  times.  The  argument  was  that, 
because  it  was  in  the  same  form,  the  Premier 
should  have  proceeded  with  it.  There  can  be  no 
mistake  about  that. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— I  did  not  say  that.  I  said 
it  was  in  the  same  form  in  reference  to  the  Maori 
vote. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.- Why,  that  is  all  that  is  in 
dispute.  It  was  the  Maori  vote !  Very  well.  Sir; 
what  does  it  mean  ?  It  means*  that  the  position 
which  the  Premier  took  up  in  the  first  instance 
was,  that  the  dual  vote  ought  not  to  be  there— 
that  he  was  opposed  to  it:  but  it  shows  more. 
It  shows  that  the  Premier  is  prepared  to  stand  up 
for  the  dignity  of  this  House  against  all  comers. 
The  Premier  has  fairly  stated  the  position  of  the 
matter,  and  I  think  you  will  find  thousands  of 
men  outside  the  Hoofe  who  thoroughly  understand 
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it.  It  is  oselets,  therefore,  for  memberB  of  this 
House  to  make  such  statements.  The  Bill  was 
withdrawn  because  the  Premier  would  not  permit 
it  to  be  altered  in  the  Upper  House  from  the  form 
in  which  it  passed  this  House.  I  shall  sajr  a  few 
words  now  upon  the  charocter  of  the  Tote  we  are 
about  to  take.  What  does  it  mean?  To  my 
mind  it  means  this,  that,  irrespective  altogether 
of  the  measures  before  the  House,  the  Opposition 
desire  to  occupy  those  benches.  That  is  all 
I  can  see  in  the  proposals  of  the  Opposition ; 
and  again  I  will  say  that  I  think  they  were  right 
in  raising  the  question  so  early  in  the  session. 
But  on  what  ground  do  they  do  it  ?  I  hare  in 
my  mind's  eye  certain  gentlemen  who  think  there 
may  be  in  the  Mimstry  men  so  recreant  to  the 
great  principles  we  are  fighting  for  that  they  will 
accept  office  under  the  Opposition  should  they  suc- 
ceed in  ousting  the  present  Ministry.  Now,  I  do 
hope  that,  whatever  other  mistakes  may  be  wade, 
there  will  be  no  mistake  upon  this  point.  I  hope 
every  Minister  will  give  forth  such  a  sound  as  will 
destroy  all  such  hopes  as  that.  I  feel  satisfied 
that  there  is  no  sucn  intention,  for  I  feel  certain 
that  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  wiU  never  pass  the  measures  to  which  the 
people  attach  such  a  high  yalue ;  and,  belieying 
as  1  do  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  those  prin- 
ciples and  the  faith  of  the  people  in  them,  I  say 
that,  irrespective  altogether  of  party  tactics,  no 
Government  and  no  Opposition  can  cheat  the 
people  out  of  them.  They  cannot  and  will  not  be 
robbed  of  them.  They  will  have  them,  and  the 
members  of  this  House  had  better  make  up  their 
minds  to  that  fact.  Let  me  again  refer  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Opposition,  who  say  that, 
"whilst  we  are  prepared  to  adopt  the  liberal 
measures  which  the  country  desires,  we  have  no 
confidence  in  the  Ch)vernment  as  at  present  con- 
itituted."  Now,  let  it  be  understood  that  no 
reconstruction  of  that  Ministry  can  take  place. 
There  stands  at  least  one  polid  section  of  this 
House  who  recognize  in  the  Premier  an  important 
factor  in  the  Ministry,  and,  recognizing  that,  we 
are  prepared  to  stand  by  him  at  all  hazards. 
With  that  knowledge,  I  can  scarcely  believe  that 
any  Ministry  would  dream  of  deserting  him,  and 
«I  believe  the  present  Ministry  have  not  the 
slightest  desire  to  do  so.  But  the  honorable 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  say 
the^  are  prepared  to  give  effect  to  the  measures 
desired  by  the  country.  Now,  let  us  understand 
things  clearly.  The  amendment  does  not  say 
that  they  are  prepared  to  pass  the  Bills  of 
the  Government.  They  are  prepared  to  give 
efi^ect  to  the  liberal  measures  desired  by  the 
country,  but  they  are  to  be  the  exponents  of 
those  measures,  and  not  the  people  themselves. 
They  are  not  going  to  take  the  oft-repeated  utter- 
ances of  the  people  themselves  as  the  indication  of 
what  the  people  want;  they  arc  going  to  gire 
their  own  ideas  of  what  is  good  for  tlie  people. 
I  do  not  like  repeating  the  words  of  any  man,  but 
I  must  repeat  the  words  of  the  Premier  with 
reference  to  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition,  and  say 
that  I  distrust  them.  I  remember  many  years  ago 
reading  a  little  anecdote  which  seems  apposite  to 
the  present  occasion.    In  a  town  in  France  there 


was  a  very  worthy  cur^  who  discovered  through 
the  communications  of  the  parish  priest  that 
there  existed  among  the  female  portion  of  bis 
parishioners  a  strong  disposition  to  a  Tertain  Tice 
which  shall  be  unnamed.  The  poor  man's  heart 
was  righteously  grieved  over  the  matter.  He 
was  very  anxious  about  the  welfare  of  his  people, 
and  he  took  the  least  offensive  way  to  pull  them 
up.  Accordingly  be  arranged  that  after  a  certain 
meeting  all  the  female  members  of  the  church 
were  to  remain.  He  then  referred  to  the  particular 
sin  in  fitting  terms,  and  concluded  by  strongly 
condemning  it.  I  should  have  said  tliat  it  was  a 
very  generul  sin  amongst  these  ladies.  He  did 
not  say  that  they  were  all  guilty  of  it — he  eaid 
he  would  let  their  own  hearts  tell  them  that — but 
he  singled  out  one  lady  and  said,  '*  Now,  I  know 
you  all  detest  this  sin ;  but  yonder  I  see  a  woman 
who,  above  all  her  fellows,  has  been  guilty  of  it, 
and,  in  order  that  I  may  mark  her  for  your  eternal 
contempt  and  disgust,  I  will  hurl  this  breviary  at 
her  head  ;"  and,  as  he  made  a  movement  to  do  so, 
there  was  not  a  bonnet  in  the  church  but  went 
down.  Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  there  are 
liberals  in  this  House  now  who  state  that  they 
are  prepared  to  pass  these  measures  that  are 
desired  by  the  countiy.  They  are  prepared  to 
Tote  for  triennial  Parliaments;  yet  their  Totet 
are  recorded  here  in  this  book  in  a  solid  phalanx 
against  them.  There  is  not  a  man  that  I  can 
name,  with  one  honorable  exception — not  a  man 
who  remains  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  Honse 
out  of  those  who  have  come  back — but  has  voted 
against  the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill.  Yet 
these  men  are  going  to  adopt  the  Triennial  Par- 
liaments Bill.  Con  anything  be  more  contempt- 
ible? Can  anything  be  more  ridiculous?  I 
am  not  sufficiently  versed  in  the  rules  of  this 
House  to  know  if  they  would  permit  me  to 
fling  this  volume  of  Hansard  at  the  beads  of 
honorable  members  opposite ;  but,  if  I  were 
allowed  to  do  so,  there  would  be  such  a  ducking 
and  diving  there  as  would  astonish  one.  Yet 
these  are  the  .men  who  are  going  to  lead  the 
country  to  progress  and  reform  ;  these  are  the 
men  who  have  had  control  of  the  country  for  • 
years  past,  and  who  have  not  ventured  even  to 
initiate  this  movement,  but  now  they  are  pre- 
pared to  carry  it  out.  I  will  stop  to  tell  the 
House  why  they  are  prepared.  It  is  becauae 
an  indignant  people  say  those  measures  shall  l>e 
carried.  It  is  because  the  country's  mind  it 
made  up  that  they  must  be  carried.  If,  honor- 
able gentlemen,  you  cannot  make  up  your  minds 
to  adopt  these  measures  in  their  entirety  —  to 
adopt  the  Bills,  the  whole  Bills,  and  nothing 
but  the  Bills — then  make  up  your  minds  that 
other  men  will  come  into  your  places.  If  you 
attain  temporary  success,  if  you  can  stave  off 
the  frequently-expressed  desires  of  the  people  of 
this  country  by  mauling  and  destroying  those 
measures  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  them 
useledis  to  the  country  and  an  insult  to  the 
intelligence  of  this  House,  if  yon  pass  them  in 
such  a  form  as  "  to  keep  the  word  of  promise 
to  our  ear,  but  break  it  to  our  hope,"  you  will 
reckon  too  much  on  the  forbearance  of  the 
people.    I  apprehend  thai  when  these  : 
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are  disposed  of  we  shall  haye  another  dissolution. 
Some  honorable  gentlemen  do  not  like  that ;  bat 
to  young  fellows,  to  young  greyhounds  whose 
limbs  are  fleet,  a  dissolution  has  no  terrors.  And 
I  assure  those  honorable  gentlemen  that,  whether 
this  Gh>remment  is  in  power  or  the  other  Q-oTem- 
ment  is  in  power,  there  is  not  a  constituency  in 
this  oolony  which  will  not  insist  that  the  people 
shall  be  appealed  to  when  those  proposed  mea- 
sures are  brought  into  operation,  and  when  a  fair 
chsnce  has  been  j^^on  to  form  a  new  roll  upon 
those  measures.  The  result  of  the  late  election, 
irom  a  €h>Yemment-party  point  of  view,  has  been 
an  eminently  satisfactory  one.  Where  are  the 
gentlemen  I  saw  a  few  months  since  sitting  on 
tliat  side  of  the  House  who  denominated  them- 
selTes  by  the  terra  "rats"P  Echo  answers, 
"  Where  ?  "  They  hare  retired  to  the  obscurity 
from  which  they  should  neyer  have  emerged. 
Let  me  say  to  some  of  our  young  men  who  are 
in  the  toils  that  there  is  an  obscurity  in  store  for 
some  of  us  if  we  remember  not  our  faith  to 
guard  it.  I  shall  not  detain  the  House  further 
than  by  saying  that  the  proposition  of  the  Oppo- 
sition with  regard  to  the  composition  of  the  pre- 
sent Ministry  is  one  that,  to  my  mind,  is  not  sus- 
tained by  any  indictment  presented  to  this 
House.  It  is  one  that  will  not  procure  farour- 
able  consideration  ftrom  the  country — that  will 
not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  countly.  What 
the  country  looks  for  now  is  that  the  men  who 
hare  educated  it  up  to  the  present  position  of 
political  intelligence  shall  have  a  fair  and  honor- 
able chance  of  redeeming  the  promises  they  have 
made  in  the  past — that  they  shall  have  a  fair  and 
honorable  opportunity  given  to  them,  not  only  to 
bring  those  measures  into  existence,  but  to  see  the 
fint  House  that  meets  under  them.  We  are  told 
it  is  not  desirable  that  these  things  should  be 
done  by  the  present  6k)Temment,  because  one  or 
two  or  half-a-dozen  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition 
have  personal  spleen  which  they  mean  to  have 
out.  I  cannot  denominate  it  by  a  more  noble 
term  than  spleen.  I  know  there  are  some  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  will  go  into  the  Opposition 
lobbies  in  a  few  hours  or  days  who  would  rote 
the  other  way  if  the  Premier  could  be  shunted 
from  the  track.  Such  a  position  is  ignoble  for 
any  man  to  take  up  who  lays  claim  to  be  an 
honest,  intelligent,  and  respectable  representative 
of  an  honest  and  inteUigent  people.  Let  the 
Premier  stand  or  fiill  with  the  Ministry  and  the 
party  he  has  led,  but  this  at  least  will  be  the 
record  of  the  future :  He  did  all  in  the  defence 
of  the  liberties  of  this  colony  which  a  man 
dare  do. 

Colonel  TBIMBLE.— Sir,  I  have  to  apologize 
to  the  House,  because  I  am  quite  unable  to  follow 
tbe  honorable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  in 
the  glowing  terms  he  has  used.  I  feel  that,  after 
his  speech,  what  I  have  to  say  will  be  rather  a 
damper  to  the  feelings  of  both  my  friends  and 
my  opponents.  But  I  may  perhaps  be  allowed, 
as  a  plain  man,  to  tell  my  story  as  well  as  I  can. 
First  of  all,  I  would  refer  to  two  or  three  points 
with  regard  to  which  there  seems  to  be  some  mis- 

rrehension  as  to  the  question  at  issue  before 
HofM«.    Take,  for  inttanoe,  the  question  of 


subsidies.  I  apprehend  that,  when  that  was  re- 
ferred to  in  regard  to  Ghristchurch,  the  objection 
of  the  speaker  was  not  to  the  fact  that  Christ- 
church  had  got  its  subsidy,  but  that  other  places 
had  not  got  theirs.  All  over  the  colony  there 
was  a  complaint  that  the  subsidies  had  not  been 
paid,  and  in  no  case  had  any  notice  been  given 
that  a  new  order  of  proceeding  would  be  adopted 
by  the  Government.  The  consequence  was,  that 
a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  was  experienced  by 
Bead  Boards  and  County  Councils  all  over  the 
colony.  Then,  again,  there  seemed  to  me  to  be  a 
misapprehension  of  the  point  at  issue  as  to  Minis- 
ters travelling  in  the  "  Hinemoa."  The  objection 
was,  not  that  Ministers  should  trarel  in  the 
"  Hinemoa,"  hut  that  Ministers  should  travel 
on  electioneering  business.  There  could  be  no 
objection  whatever  to  the  Government  steamer 
carrying  Government  officials  upon  public  duty, 
but  I  apprehend  that  on  those  particular  occa- 
sions the  business  was  not  of  a  public  nature, 
any  more  than  my  business  was  of  a  public 
nature  when  I  went  about  to  address  my  con- 
stituents. Then,  again,  in  regard  to  finance,  the 
objection  was,  not  that  the  Minister  did  not 
make  a  speech  upon  finance,  but  that  he  showed 
an  evident  ignorance  of  the  principles  of  finance. 
Then,  with  regard  to  plural  voting  at  local  elec- 
tions, I  apprehend  there  is  a  material  distinction 
between  the  position  taken  up  by  our  opponents 
and  that  taken  by  us  on  this  point.  As  far  as 
I  am  personally  concerned,  I  Am  willing  at  any 
moment  to  give  up  my  plural  vote.  I  believe 
I  have  hardly  ever  exercised  it,  and  I  am  not 
at  all  likely  to  exercise  it  very  often.  But  there 
is  this  to  be  said  in  reference  to  it :  We  hare 
been  told  from  the  Gorernment  benches  that  the 
reason  why  plural  voting  ought  to  be  given  up  in 
local  elections  is  this  :  that  there  is  a  subsidy  to 
the  local  body  from  the  General  Government, 
and  that  therefore  there  ought  not  to  be  plural 
voting.  Here,  again,  there  is  a  misapprehension. 
The  amount  of  that  subsidy  is  but  a  small  pro- 
portion of  the  amount  giren  to  the  local  bodies 
from  other  sources,  such  as  taxation,  endow- 
ments, Ac.  I  apprehend  that  the  reason  for 
plural  voting  is,  that  men  who  have  large  in- 
terests at  stake  should  not,  for  the  benefit  of  a 
few  who  haye  little  at  stake,  be  overtaxed.  Now, 
in  my  own  district  there  is  really  no  difficulty 
on  this  point  at  all.  We  are  so  nearly  on  an 
equality,  there  are  so  few  large  holders,  that  if 
plural  Toting  were  abolished  to-morrow  it  would 
make  no  practical  difference  whatever.  But  I 
can  well  understand  that  there  may  be  a  serious 
difficulty  in  districts  otherwise  situated ;  and 
therefore,  before  the  House  passes  a  measure 
for  the  abolition  of  plurality  of  voting,  it  should 
take  into  consideration  the  circumstances  of 
those  districts  where  there  are  a  few  who  pay 
▼ery  little  and  a  great  many  who  would  have  to 
pay  a  large  amount.  Another  matter  referred 
to  last  night  was  the  election  of  Land  Boards. 
Now,  I  would  just  ask  this  question  of  my  friends 
opposite:  Why  have  they  not  made  the  Land 
BcMirds  elective  during  the  last  two  years  ?  They 
have  had  ample  means,  and  the  power  to  do 
10.    Ii  it  aot  the  faict  that  they  hare  not  dona 
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so  simplj  because  thej  found  that  a  nominated 
Board  was,  on  the  whole,  a  fair  tribunal  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  country  P  Before 
going  to  the  main  part  of  the  subject  I  will 
refer  to  one  or  two  other  matters.  We  are 
told  that  we  are  all  Liberals  now,  but  that  the 
Opposition  want  to  start  a  new  aristocracj.  That 
maj  possiblj  applj  to  some  honorable  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House — of  course  I  do  not 
know  who  they  are — but  assuredl?  it  does  not 
apply  to  me.  I  hare  been  a  Badioal — not  merelj 
a  liiDeral  so>called,  but  a  Radical — all  mj  life. 
Certainly  for  over  thirty  years  I  have  worked 
hard  in  the  Lib^^  camp.  So  that,  as  far  as  that 
taunt  applies,  it  does  not  apply  to  me,  and  I 
apprehend  it  will  not  apply  to  any  considerable 
number  in  any  part  of  tne  House.  Now,  with 
resard  to  the  setting-up  of  an  aristocracy,  I  would 
ask  this  question :  Is  there  any  reasonable  man 
who  belieyes  that  an  aristocracy,  in  the  sense  in 
which  an  aristocracy  is  regarded  in  the  Old 
Country,  could  by  any  possibility — by  any  re- 
mote chance — be  established  in  any  colony  of  the 
British  Crown?  Why,  the  colonies  haye  been 
established  as  a  rule,  and  their  populations  haye 
been  recruited  as  a  rule,  from  the  common  people 
of  the  Home  Country.  All  attempts  that  have 
hitherto  been  made  to  found  a  new  aristocracy 
haye  been  failures.  And  why?  Because  under 
the  old  aristocracy  that  institution  was  founded 
upon  the  right  of  conquest.  The  leader  naturally 
was  retained  as  leader  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, for  the  safety  of  the  conquerors,  and  erery 
effort  was  made  to  keep  the  aristocracy  in  exist- 
ence. But,  here,  what  are  the  facts  of  the  c«se  ? 
You  haye  started  into  existence  from  a  new  basis, 
from  an  enlightened  age,  at  a  time  when  con- 
quests haye  ceased ;  and  by  no  possibility  can  you 
galyanize  the  old  style  of  things  into  life.  I  say 
it  is  simply  nonsense  to  talk  of  the  foundation  of 
a  new  aristocracy  in  this  country.  Sir,  there 
were  a  few  other  trifling  things  liluded  to  last 
night,  and,  as  they  seemed  to  be  made  much  of, 
perhaps  you  will  idlow  me  to  refer  to  them.  If 
there  is  one  man  in  the  British  dominions  that  I 
haye  an  antagonism  to  more  than  another,  it  is 
Lord  Beaconsneld — Mr.  Disraeli.  I  beUeye  him  to 
be  a  charlatan,  I  belieye  him  to  haye  no  political 
knowledge,  and  I  belieye  his  public  career  has 
been  an  almost  unmitigated  lo^s  to  the  countir. 
But  let  us  do  a  man  justice.  Lord  Beaconsfield 
is  not  a  brute  ;  and  I  think  that  no  man,  but  a 
brute,  would  act  in  the  way  in  which  Lord 
Beaconsfield  was  represented  last  night  as  having 
acted  with  regard  to  the  Irish  famine.  I  think 
this  House  ought  to  haye  the  words  that  the 
man  uttered.  We  ought  to  have  had  put  before 
us  the  exact  words  that  he  uttered,  in  order  that 
we  might  judge  of  thoir  merit ;  and  not  a  para- 
phrase which  may  or  may  not  truly  represent 
the  facts  of  the  case.  I  do  not  speak  without  a 
certain  knowledge  of  what  has  been  said  on  tlie 
subject  of  the  Irish  famine.  I  am  quite  well 
aware  that  many  persons,  looking  at  the  Irish 
famine  and  its  residts  as  a  whole,  feel  satisfied 
that  it  has  resulted  in  ffood ;  but  I  never  knew  a 
man  to  gloat  oyer  it.  No  doubt  Proyidence  docs 
overrule  apparent  evils  for  good }  and  no  doubt 
ColoiUl  TrimhU 


in  many  districts  the  Irish  famine  hat  resulted 
in  good  to  many  people,  and  in  a  large  amount 
of  physical  comK>rt  to  the  people  t^t  were  left ; 
but  I  apprehend  that  neither  Lord  Beaconsfield 
nor  any  other  public  man  would  ever^o  the  length 
of  saying  what  he  last  night  was  represented  to 
have  said.  Then  there  was  this  point  raised — 
and,  whether  it  be  true  or  not,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  refer  to  it.  I  speak  of  the  deplorable  position 
in  which  the  honorable  gentleman  opposite  de- 
picted the  Irish  population  at  the  time  of  the 
famine.  He  said,  for  instance,  that  those  poor 
wretches  were  ground  down  by  the  aristocracy, 
who  wrung  the  last  penny  from  them,  and  chaiged 
them  even  as  much  as  £10  an  acre  for  rent. 
Now,  I  happen  to  know  what  I  am  about  to  say 
on  this  matter,  for  I  lived  amongst  those  people. 
I  resided  amongst  them  at  the  time  referred  to 
— that  is  to  say,  in  the  autumn  of  1846  and 
the  spring  of  1847.  I  know  what  the  Premier 
alluded  to  when  he  referred  to  £10  a  year  rent ; 
and  let  me  tell  the  House  how  far  that  is  true, 
and  how  far  it  does  not  represent  the  &cts. 
Landlords  in  Ireland  never  got  £10  per  acre  aa 
rent  for  their  land ;  but  under  a  system  of  small 
tenures  a  man  oould  get  four  or  five  or  six  acres 
of  Utnd  ;  and  a  man  having  twenty  acres  was  con- 
sidered a  well-to-do  farmer.  There  ^w  up  a 
large  proportion  of  the  population  which  had  no 
land  at  all.  Now,  there  being  no  mauufaotures 
in  the  country  worth  talking  about,  these  people 
were  driven  to  very  great  straits  in  order  to  find 
subsistence.  There  was  no  employment  for  them 
all  the  year  round,  and  when  they  could  get 
employment  it  was  at  a  very  low  rate  of  wages. 
The  way  in  which  they  managed  to  make  enda 
meet  was  this :  Under .  what  was  called  tha 
con-acre  system  they  rented  a  quarter  of  an 
acre  or  perhaps  a  whole  acre  of  land.  They 
manured  it  and  planted  it  with  potatoes,  upon 
which  they  subsisted.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
they  went  upon  a  fresh  piece  of  land,  which  they 
again  manured,  and  out  of  which  they  got  a 
small  crop  of  potatoes.  By  this  means  they 
were  able  to  subsist  with  the  wages  they  eamea 
during  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  landlords  and 
the  aristocracy  of  Ireland  had  nothing  to  do 
with  that  system.  During  the  whole  of  my  life- 
time they  had  set  their  faces  resolutely  to  get  rid 
of  it ;  and  tliat  fact  formed  one  ground  of  objec- 
tion to  the  landlord.  I  may  say  that  I  did  my 
best  to  get  the  Irish  Land  BUI  passed,  and  I  have 
no  reason  to  regret  any  action  I  took  upon  that 
occasion.  We  must  do  justice  to  those  men  even 
in  our  hostility.  I  think  it  was  an  unjust  thins, 
to  the  party  represented  by  Lord  Beaconsfield, 
to  that  nobleman,  and  to  all  concerned,  to  make 
the  statements  that  were  made  in  the  House 
last  night ;  and  I  did  not  wish  to  allow  them  to 
pass  without  some  trifling  challenge.  Well,  now, 
there  are  some  few  points  in  reference  to  tlie 

general  policy  of  the  Q-ovemment  upon  which  I 
iffer  from  tliem,  and  upon  which  I  will  ground 
my  opposition  and  the  vote  that  I  intend  to  give 
upon  this  occasion.  I  take  first  of  all  the  ques- 
tion of  immigration.  And  here  perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
proposed  the  adoption  of  the  Address  in  Bepl/ 
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teemed  not  to  hare  known  that  the  GK>Temment 
hare  practicallj  stopped  free  immigration.  He 
spoke  in  strong  terms  in  favour  of  nominated 
immijnation,  and  I  think  he  said  nothing  in 
reference  to  it  that  is  not  strictly  true.  In  mj 
own  district  there  is  a  very  hirge  population  of 
men  holding  each  from  furty  to  a  Iiundi'ed  acres 
of  bush  land.  These  men  came  as  free  immi- 
grants. They  were  day-labourers  at  Home,  and 
most  of  them  lived  in  poor  circumstances.  They 
applied  for  and  got  their  pieces  of  land,  and  they 
are  gradually  homing  independent  men.  The 
advantage  of  the  nominated  system  is  this :  It 
brings  just  the  class  of  people  who  have  already 
shown  that  they  can  hold  their  footing  in  the 
country ;  it  brings  just  the  class  of  men  who  are 
likely  to  be  sober,  honest,  and  industrious ;  and 
therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  if  you  are  to  have 
immigration  it  ought  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of 
the  Giovemment  to  encourage  that  class  of  men 
to  come  to  this  country.  £ut  there  is  another 
point  that  you  have  to  take  into  account.  When 
a  free  immigrant  comes  into  the  country  you  have 
to  take  charge  of  him — ^you  have  to  see  that  he 

SBts  work,  and  that  he  does  not  starve.  You  send 
im  to  the  Immigration  Barracks,  where  he  re- 
mains ten  days,  a  fortnight,  or  even  longer ;  but 
in  the  case  of  nominated  immigrants  you  have 
no  such  trouble.  They  have  their  relatives  and 
friends  to  look  after  them,  and  to  obtain  employ- 
ment for  them.  Now,  the  system  of  free  immi- 
gration has  been  practically  put  an  end  to.  An 
announcement  appears  in  the  New  Zealand 
Gazette,  No.  88,  of  24th  August.  I  saw  copies 
of  this  announcement  in  Taranaki,  where  it  is 
being  acted  upon.  The  notification  is  signed  hj 
Mr.  Gisbome,  and  the  first  clause  is  to  this 
effect :  "  The  sum  of  five  pounds  will  be  required 
to  be  pud  in  cash,  in  advance,  for  each  male  adult, 
whether  married  or  single,  at  the  time  of  making 
the  nomination."  That  has  put  a  stop  to  free 
immigration  altogether  in  my  district,  and  in 
almost  all  the  districta.  There  was  a  statement 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister  in  reference  to  im- 
migration generally — to  free  immigration.  He 
first  of  all  tolls  us  that  the  bringing-out  of  free 
immigrants  is  at  the  expense  of  the  working-men 
—that  the  result'  is  the  lowering  of  wages — and 
then  he  says  this  is  cruel.  Now,  in  the  first 
place  I  am  inclined  to  dispute  the  statement  that 
it  is  at  the  expense  of  the  working-men  that  free 
immigration  takes  place ;  and  I  deny  in  toto  the 
statement  that  immigration,  in  the  circumstances 
in  which  New  Zealand  is  placed,  could  by  any 
possibility  lower  wages.  I  take  my  stand,  Sir, 
upon  this  fact :  I  say  that  it  is  an  ascertained  fact 
that  in  all  free  countries  where  land  is  plentiful 
and  cheap,  and  population  scarce,  immigration, 
instead  of  having  a  tendency  to  lower  wages,  has 
an  invariable  tendency  to  raise  them. 
Hon.  Members. — Hear,*hear. 
Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  am  gbd  those  gentle- 
men on  the  Ministerial  benches  say  "Hear,  near," 
to  this.  It  shows  that  we  are  in  accord  upon 
that  important  point,  and  out  of  accord  with  the 
views  taken  up  by  the  head  of  the  Government. 
I  need  not  argue  that  question,  as  my  friends 
opposite  agree  with  me.    I  stated  it  as  a  fact  in 


my  candidature;  and  I  was  answered  by  the 
oldest  men  in  the  place — by  men  who  came  out 
to  Taranaki  in  the  first  ship  —  that  it  was  an 
unmistakable  fact  that  wages  had  risen  with  an 
increase  of  immigrants.  How  am  I  to  place 
confidence  in  a  Government  whose  head  tells  me 
what  is  utterly  incredible  to  me,  and  who  not 
only  holds  that  view,  but  actually  puts  it  in 
practice  in  the  way  I  have  indicated  P  He  said  in 
this  House  last  session  that  a  stop  would  be  put 
to  free  immigration,  and,  in  the  way  I  have  indi- 
cated, he  has  already  put  a  stop  to  it.  I  can 
place  no  confidence  in  a  Government  whose  chief 
member  cannot  tell  me  whether  he  is  a  Free- 
trader or  not.  I  know  no  Liberal  at  Home,  I 
know  of  no  Liberal  here,  who  has  any  doubt  upon 
that  point.  Here  is  whiat  Mr.  Gladstone  says  in 
the  last  number  that  reached  this  country  of  the 
Nineteenth  Centntif : — 

"  The  legislation  by  which  freedom  of  trade 
was  established  among  us  cost  the  nation  many 
years — ^perhaps  not  less  than  fifteen  or  twenty — of 
its  legislative  life.  From  1840  to  1860  it  was 
the  one  absorbing  subject  of  parliamentary  action. 
It  tore  to  pieces  the  political  parties  of  the 
country;  it  made  and  unmade  the  fortunes  of 
those  by  whom  they  were  led,  or  who  knew  how 
to  turn  political  vicissitudes  to  account.  For  this 
heavy  price  we  received  in  return  a  system  under 
which,  and  in  great  part  by  means  of  which,  our 
trade  with  the  world  has  been  multiplied  four- 
fold ;  our  capital  has  been  enormously  augmented, 
so  that  the  penny  of  income-tax,  which  was  in 
1842  worth  some  £700,000,  is  now,  in  round 
numbers,  of  the  value  of  two  millions.  And, 
what  is  better  than  all  this,  the  incomes  of  labour- 
ing-men of  all  classes  have  been  increased  by  an 
amount  which  may  be  moderately  estimated  at 
30  per  cent,  on  the  average,  while  their  hours  of 
work  have  in  most  or  many  cases  been  decreased, 
and  a  portion  of  their  time  rescued  from  sheer 
bondage  to  the  immediate  necessities  of  liveli- 
hood.'^ 

And  then  he  goes  on  to  denounce  the  Gbvem- 
ment  for  having,  even  by  implication,  coincided 
with  the  view  expressed  by  one  of  their  followers, 
who  granted,  or  proposed  to  grant,  a  Committee 
to  inquire  whether  the  agricultural  distress  arose, 
or  did  not  arise,  from  free-trade.  And  yet  it  is 
proposed,  by  this  Address  which  this  Mouse  is 
going  to  make,  that  a  Committee  should,  here  in 
this  country,  judge  as  to  the  mode  of  promoting 
manufactures  and  so  on.  Why,  Sir,  the  very 
mention  of  such  a  thing  shows  that  there  is  no 
liberality  in  those  who  propose  it.  Is  it  an  open 
question  amongst  Liberals  to  go  into  the  question 
of  protection  ?  I  say.  No.  The  very  fact  that 
a  man  does  not  know  h)9  own  mind — that  he 
turns  one  side  of  his  face  towards  the  Free-trader 
and  the  other  side  of  his  face  towards  the  Pro- 
tectionist— shows  that  he  is  not  really  a  Liberal ; 
and  a  Ministry  with  an  illiberal,  a  really  Tory 
head,  cannot  be  a  Liberal  Ministry.  Well,  then, 
Sir,  we  are  asked  to  sustain  the  Government  on  the 
ground  of  its  great  success  in  the  Native  policy. 
I  am  not  going  into  the  question  of  the  Thames 
disturbance ;  I  will  simply  ask  the  gentleman 
who  tried  to  explain  the  matter  whether  the 
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NatiYe  Minister  haf  been  successf  al  in  hit  efforts. 
Has  he  secured  peace  ?  Of  course  the  statement 
cannot  be  accepted  which  has  been  made,  that 
this  is  merely  a  thing  between  a  few  Natires.  The 
shooting  of  a  man  in  Government  employment 
cannot  be  set  down,  as  is  ttated  in  the  Address,  as 
an  intertribal  dispute.  Why  should  they  shoot  a 
Government  officer  because  of  disputes  amonj^st 
themsolTes  ?  It  is  utterly  incredible.  It  is  a  dis- 
pute with  the  GoTemment  or  it  is  nothing.  The 
Govemment  sent  men  to  surrey  a  certain  piece  of 
land,  and  they  are  shot  ?  What  does  that  mean  P 
Surely  it  means  not  an  intertribal  dispute ; — that 
may  hare  been  at  the  bottom  of  it  originally — but 
it  means  at  the  present  moment  a  dispute  witii 
the  GoTemment,  or  the  authorities  who  sent  the 
•arreyors  there.  There  is  no  getting  out  of  that. 
I  am  not  going  into  the  old  question  whether 
Native  affairs  were  managed  well  by  this  or  by 
that  man.  I  only  say  that  when  the  present 
GoTemment  came  into  power  two  years  ago  we 
had  no  troubles  with  the  Natives.  And  let  us 
review  the  circumstances  in  that  district  where  I 
know  the  facts  better  than  I  know  them  else- 
where. Nearly  three  years  ago  I  happened  to  be 
in  the  Patea  District,  and  I  there  saw  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  Native  Department.  He  had  just 
finished  a  Tery  complicated,  a  very  tedious  ar- 
ransement  with  the  Natives  with  regard  to  the 
lands  on  this  side  of  the  Waingongoro  River,  and 
he  told  me  that  as  soon  as  the  nayments  were  com- 
pleted he  intended  to  go  to  the  other  side  of  the 
rirer,  and  he  was  quite  sanguine  that  upon  that 
other  side  he  woi^ld  have  no  more  trouble  than 
he  had  on  this  side.  Well,  he  made  his  arrange- 
ments to  proceed.  A  new  Gt>vemment  came  into 
office  ;  and  what  does  this  Government  do  ?  It 
•ays,  "  Stop  that,  until  we  look  into  it."  What 
does  that  mean  ?  A  Government  which  professes 
to  be  the  special  friend  of  the  Maori  comes  into 
office,  and  the  first  act  that  it  does  is  to  tell  the 
officer  in  charge,  *'  Don't  do  that  particular  duty, 
until  we  see  whether  it  should  be  done  or  not." 
What  was  the  natural  inference  to  the  Maori 
mind  ?  Was  it  not  this  :  "  Our  friends  are  now 
in  office ;  o\a  friends  are  determined  to  stop  this 
taking  of  land  from  us.  We  have  had  warning 
for  twelve  months  that  the  surveyors  would  come, 
and,  now  that  the  time  has  come,  tlie  Government 
has  stopped  it :  we  have  friends  in  office ;"  and  I 
can  imagine  the  disappointment  of  the  Natives 
when,  twelve  months  afterwards,  surveyors  are 

Eut  on  the  Plains  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
md  from  them  which  Government  held  out  was 
to  be  theirs.  It  was  perfectly  natural  that  dis- 
turbances should  arise.  What  precautions  were 
taken  for  a  possible  settlement  of  the  question 
after  the  Government  had  determined  to  go  on 
with  the  survey?  Was  any  precaution  taken 
to  protect  the  surveyors?  Sone  whatever.  It 
was  treated  as  an  ordinary  matter  Well,  I 
cannot  go  further  into  this  question  of  surveying, 
unless  I  go  rather  forward  to  the  point  when 
the  surveyors  were  turned  off.  Then,  what  took 
place  ?  There  was  an  immediate  sputter.  They 
said,  "Oh!  we  will  put  the  land  in  the  mar- 
ket;" and  they  advertised  it  by  telegraph  all 
orer  the  Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand 
Colonti  TrimbU 


that,  within  a  couple  of  moaths  —  I  think 
in  the  month  of  May — the  lands  would  be 
sold.  I  remember  some  people  said,  "  Are  th«y 
mad?"  Others  said,  "Well,  you  see  they  are 
determined  to  carry  it  through."  This  determi- 
nation to  carry  it  through  resulted  in  another 
set  of  telegrams  countermanding  the  sale.  Weie 
the  Natives  likely  to  be  conciliated  by  the  »PP^ 
rent  retrogression  of  the  Goremment?  Nik 
No  savage,  no  civilized,  men  would  take  this  view 
of  it.  Well,  after  they  had  withdrawn  their 
advertisements,  nothing  whatever  was  done  until 
the  Natives,  emboldenMl  no  doubt  by  impunity— 
for  impunity  does  embolden  men,  though  eren 
savages — what  did  they  do?  They  came  upon 
the  lands  of  peaceable  settlers,  and  ploughed  them 
up.  I  see  in  this  document  that  they  are  waiting 
patiently  for  the  operation  of  the  law.  When 
they  began  to  plough  did  they  think  of  oar  laws  ? 
Are  they  thinking  of  our  laws  now  ?  It  is  a 
notorious  fact  that  Te  Whiti  told  the  honorable 
gentleman,  when  he  went  to  Parihaka,  that  he 
did  not  regard  him  or  his  laws.  Our  laws  are 
nothing  to  the  Maoris.  They  despise  the  lawa, 
and  say  you  must  submit  to  their  laws.  Bat 
here  we  are  told,  "  No  further  development  has 
taken  place  of  the  fanatical  movement  on  the 
West  Coast,  and  the  tribes  oonoemed  appear  to 
be  quietly  awaiting  the  action  of  the  Parliament 
and  of  the  ordinary  Courts  of  law."  Why,  Sir, 
they  are  doing  nothing  of  the  kind.  They  are 
not  waiting  for  the  ordinary  course  of  law.  They 
do  not  care  twopence  about  your  law,  or  how  it 
operates.  Then  the  Speech  says,  "  Steps  are 
being  taken  for  the  holding  of  a  full  inquiry  into 
the  existence  and  extent  of  the  alleged  unfulfilled 
promises  in  regard  to  lands."  Why,  Sir,  I  appre- 
hend that  the  Government  hare  already  satisfied 
themselves  that  there  are  hardly  any  unfulfilled 
promises. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— No,  no. 

Colonel  TBIMBLE.— I  beUere  that  ia  the 
fact. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— No,  no. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.—I  think  other  people  are 
perfectly  satisfied,  on  precisely  the  same  informa- 
tion. The  promises  consist  of  two.  The  first  to 
William  King — the  main  promise,  and  the  largest 
amount.  He  has  never  been  out  of  possession  of 
the  land.  He  has  held  possession  of  it  from  the 
day  be  was  told  he  might  have  it  until  to-day. 
Then  there  was  another  promise — that  given  to 
the  Oakura  Natives,  who  began  this  ploughing. 
What  was  it  ?  A  promise  of  some  22,000  acres 
near  Stoney  Biver — given  to  them  on  condition 
that  their  conduct  would  be  good.  Well,  who 
holds  possession  of  that  Und  now  ?  Are  we  sur- 
veying it,  and  cutting  it  up  ?  No ;  it  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Natives  at  tnis  moment,  and  has 
been  all  through  from  the  very  time  they  were 
told  that  they  might  have  it.  What  are  the 
promises?  Something  has  been  said  about 
Crown  grants,  and  that  they  have  not  been  given 
to  the  Natives.  And  how  stands  the  fact  ?  That 
hardly  any  Native  will  take  up  a  Crown  grant. 
The  Native  Office  at  New  Plymouth  is  blocked  up 
with  Crown  grants,  and  the  Natives  refuse  to  take 
them,  for  two  reasons :  first,  beoauae  tbare  is  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


Address  in  Beply.  [HOUSE.] 


Address  in  B&ply. 


78 


fee  to  be  paid  ;  and,  seoondlj,  because  many 
think  the  proceeds  will  go  to  the  publichouse. 

The  hour  of  half-paat  five  hariDg  arrired,  Mr. 
8fxa£BB  left  the;^cbair. 

H0TI8B  BBSXnCED. 

Mr.  Spsakbb  resumed  ihe  chair  at  half-past 
seTen  p.m. 

Colonel  TBIMBLB.—!  hare  alreadj  referred 
to  the  immigration  policy,  and  endeayoured  to 
point  out  the  difference  in  that  particular  be- 
tween mjself  and  my  friends  and  the  Qoyemment 
as  I  understood  it ;  but  I  understand  since,  by 
expressions  of  opinion  from  the  Treasury  benches, 
that  I  ouffht  only  to  hare  referred  to  some  mem- 
ben  of  the  Ministry,  although  the  policy  of  the 
Premier  has  been  actually  carried  out  in  practice. 
I  hsTe  also  referred  to  the  question  of  free-trade, 
and  shown  what  was  the  latest  expression  of 
opinion  of  Mr.  Gladstone  which  has  reached  us,  an 
expression  of  opinion  by  a  man  who,  abore  all 
others  in  British-speaking  communities,  expresses 
the  Tiews  of  the  Liberal  party  upon  the  subject  of 
free-trade,  and  I  pointed  out  tnat  there  was  no 
uncertain  sound  in  his  utterances.  That  gentle- 
man showed  no  two-facedness  about  it — ^hmtine 
that,  if  one  party  in  the  country  were  in  £ftTour  of 
free-trade,  he  might  possiUy  be  in  favour  of  it,  or 
Uiat,  if  a  larger  party  were  in  fayour  of  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  he  might  possibly  take  up  that 
particular  side.  Mr.  Gladstone  had  one  opinion 
and  one  expression  of  opinion  for  all.  But  a  small 
quotation,  which  perhaps  I  might  make,  would 
represent  the  position  of  the  GFoTemment  upon 
the  point : — 

Ko !  n«Ter  »aj  notlxin'  without  yoa're  compelled  to ; 
▲nd  then  don't  aaj  nothin'  that  yon  oftn  be  held  to ; 
Kor  don't  le^ye  no  friotion-idees  layin'  loose 
For  the  ignorant  to  put  to  inoendinry  nee. 

That  is  the  position  of  the  occupants  of  the 
Treasury  benches ;  but  it  is  not  the  position  taken 
up  by  the  Liberal  party,  and  therefore  I  do  not 
beliere  that,  in  this  matter,  the  occupants  of  the 
Treasury  benches  represent  the  Liberal  party.  I 
then  went  on  to  the  question  of  Natiye  affairs, 
and  I  was  in  the  midst  of  the]  expression  of  my 
(pinion  when  the  adjournment  took  place.  I 
referred  to  the  position  we  were  in  two  years  ago. 
I  pointed  out  that  the  action  of  the  Goyemment 
in  stopping  the  sunreys  upon  the  plains  had  a 
markedly  •  injurious  influeuce  upon  the  Natiye 
mind — ^that  this  was  the  natural  sequence  of  their 
action^— and  pointed  out  that  their  action  in  that 
matter,  coujued  with  the  position  they  haye 
assumed  as  protectors  of  the  Natiyes,  had  given 
the  Natiyes  a  foolish  and  wrongful  idea  of  their 
position  in  regard  to  the  whole  matter  of  the  con- 
fiscated lands — that  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
Ministry  encouraged  hopes  on  the  part  of  the 
Natiyea;  and  that  the  consequence  was  that, 
when  dbappointment  stared  them  |in  the  face, 
they  tnriMd  the  surreyors  off  the  land.  I 
referred  to  the  fact  that,  owing  to  certain 
counsel  in  the  Ghoyemment,  a  hurried  sale  was 
determined  upon — I  think  it  was  in  the  month  of 
May  the  sale  was  to  take  place — and  here  I  will 
point  oat  wlmt  I  forgot  to  mention  before,  that, 

VOL.  ZZZIL-IOL 


when  the  Land  Board  of  Taranaki  was  communi- 
cated with,  the  members  were  told  to  put  a  fixed 
price  upon  the  land — that  is,  a  price  fixed  by  the 
Goyemment — an  act  contrary  to  all  precedent, 
contrary  to  the  law,  I  belieye.  And  what  was  that 
price?  Why,  notoriously  the  land  that  it  was 
proposed  to  put  into  the  market  would  fetch  in 
ordinary  times  not  less  than  £10  or  £12  per  acre. 
It  was  worth  that  in  the  market.  Lands  worse 
situated,  and  of  worse  quality,  were  selling  at  a 
higher  price ;  and  what  was  the  price  the  Geyem- 
ment  directed  the  Land  Board  to  sell  the  land 
at  P  Why,  £5  per  acre.  What  did  that  mean  P 
It  meant  that  there  was  danger  to  the  buyer. 
Was  that  the  policy  the  seller  of  an  article  ought 
to  pursue?  xou  were  like  a  merchant  in  the 
market  who  had  land  for  sale,  but  you  were 
desirous  of  selling  the  land  at  half  its  yalue. 

An  Hon.  Mbkbeb. — Oh,  oh. 

Colonel  TBIMBLE.— I  know  what  lam  saying 
to  be  the  truth.  Honorable  members  need  not 
say,  "  Oh,  oh."  If  any  gentleman  can  replyto  me 
he  will  haye  the  opportunity  to  do  so.  Haying 
taken  this  false  step,  the  Goyemment  soon  after — 
under  wiser  auspices ;  I  do  not  know  from  what 
source  derived — as  hastily  took  the  land  out  of 
the  market.  The  telegraph  was  set  in  motion 
once  more,  and  the  adyertisements  were  with- 
drawn from  the  Australian  and  New  Zealand 
newspapers.  Clearly  the  effect  must  necessarily 
haye  been  upon  the  Natiye  mind  what  it  actu- 
ally was — a  feeling  that  the  GK>yemment  did 
not  know  its  own  resolyes,  did  not  know  what 
steps  to  take,  did  not  know  its  mind ;  while  the 
Natives  had  a  mind  of  their  own,  and  took  the 
bull  by  the  horns,  for,  instead  of  the  Goyemment 
going  on  to  the  land  of  the  Natiyes,  the  Nativea 
came  on  to  ours.  I  have  pointed  out,  so  far,  the 
position  of  affairs ;  but  how  did  the  Goyemment 
act  when  the  Natives  came  to  plough  our  land  P 
I  think  that,  in  the  whole  course  of  administration, 
there  has  never  been  anything  so  vacillating  as 
the  conduct  of  the  Ministry  from  that  time  to  the 
present.  There  is  a  whisper  going  round  the 
lobbies,  I  see  that  it  eyen  finds  expression  in  the 
papers,  and  comes  from  the  Ministerial  members 
and  their  friends,  that  there  is  some  object  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Taranaki  in  keeping  up  an 
agitation  about  the  Native  difficulty — they  are  to 
get  some  wonderful  advantage  from  it,  we  are  told. 
Well,  I  haye  a  word  to  say  about  that,  but  in  the 
meantime  I  vrill  try  to  pursue  the  historic  course 
of  the  Government  in  the  matter.  I  haye  said 
their  conduct  was  vacillating.  We  had  a  visit  from 
two  members  of  the  Ministry  and  a  great  person- 
age whose  name  I  might  not  be  in  order  m  men- 
tioning :  at  any  rate,  we  had  the  highest  personaffes 
in  the  land  visiting  us.  The  danger  was  palpable. 
The  opinion  of  men  who  knew  what  danger  was, 
and  men  not  afraid  to  meet  danger,  was  clear 
and  distinct.  These  gentlemen  had  before  them 
the  history  of  the  colony.  They  knew  that  a 
single  drop  of  blood  shed  meant  a  war  extending 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Maori  districts  of 
the  North  Island ;  and,  with  all  this  before  them, 
what  action  did  the  Ministry  take  ?  They  waited, 
day  by  day,  not  to  announce  their  own  viein,  but 
to  find  out  what  this  one  or  that  one  would  do. 
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Their  whole  effort  was  to  throw  the  initiatiye  on 
the  settlers  of  the  district.  I  remember  what  went 
on  between  the  Premier  and  a  large  deputation 
from  tlie  settlers,  an  affair  in  which  I  took  yery 
little  part,  though  I  had  been  in  the  chair  at  the 
meeting  which  sent  the  deputation  to  the  Premier. 
I  took  Utile  part  in  it,  because,  being  compara- 
tiyely  a  stranger,  I  wished  men  of  more  ex- 
perience to  speak;  but,  after  listening  to  both 
sides  for  a  time,  I  could  not  restrain  myself  from 
saying  to  the  Premier  words  to  this  effect :  "  The 
dan^r  does  not  lie  merely  in  the  fact  tliat  the 
Natiyes  are  ploug;hing  our  land,  or  that  the 
Natires  will  offer  riolence.  We  should  know  per- 
fectly well  how  to  prepare  for  that,  and  would 
prepare  for  that ;  but  the  danger  lies  in  this : 
that  the  Natires  may  go  upon  the  land  of  some 
man  less  cool  and  collected  than  the  Prime 
Minister — a  man  with  more  blood  in  his  yeins,  or 
more  passion  at  his  heart — and  that  man  might  be 
betrayed  into  an  act  which  in  his  cooler  moments 
he  might  regret,  but  which  uncontrolled  passion 
might  force  him  into ;  and  what  woiild  be  the 
efEect  ?  Why,  that  the  whole  country  would  be 
plunged  into  a  war."  I  therefore  urged  that  a 
sufficient  physical  force  should  immediately  be  sent 
into  the  district,  so  that  the  settlers  might  at 
once  feel  that  they  were  safe  in  their  houses.  I 
did  not  speak  for  the  people  of  New  Plymouth, 
but  for  the  residents  of  the  out-districts — the 
men  whose  homes  and  families  were  in  danger. 
Well,  what  was  the  reply?  Something  to  this 
effect :  *'  I  hare  listened  to  what  the  speaker 
has  said.  From  his  position  as  Chairman  of  the 
county  he  ought  to  be  listened  to ;  but  I  think 
his  speech  was  imprudent,  and  I  do  not  see  the 
danger  he  sees — that  he  thinks  he  sees.**  That 
was  the  course  pursued.  I  was  told  in  another 
interview — ^the  first  interriew  was  on  Saturday ; 
this  was  on  Monday — that  men  would  hesitate 
before  putting  their  necks  into  a  noose — that  is  to 
say,  that  the  settlers  would  hesitate  before  they 
took  steps  to  resist  the  injuries  put  upon  them. 
Things  went  on  in  this  way  till  the  settlers  could 
stand  it  no  longer,  and  turned  the  Natives  off  by 
force.  At  Hawera,  at  the  other  end  of  the  dis- 
trict, they  simply  said  to  the  Gk)vemment,  "  If 
you  do  not  put  them  off,  we  will  give  them  till 
twelre  o'clock  to-morrow  $  and  then  we  will  turn 
them  off."  No  answer  was  given,  and  the  settlers 
themselves  proceeded,  at  twelve  o'clock  next  day,  to 
turn  these  men  off.  I  do  not  justify  that  action, 
but  I  say  it  was  natural.  It  may  have  been  nn- 
advisable,  but  certainly  it  was  natural.  Suppos- 
ing a  shot  had  been  fired  on  that  occasion,  what 
would  have  followed  ?  Would  not  the  whole  of 
the  Island  have  been  at  once  in  a  blaze  ?  Then,  and 
not  till  then,  the  Gk>vemment  took  action.  They 
ordered  the  Constabulary  to  remove  these  men, 
but  they  did  not  do  so  until  the  settlers  them- 
selves had  taken  the  initiative.  And  what  hap- 
Eened  at  my  end  of  the  district  ?  The  ploughers, 
aving  given  up  ploughing  for  a  season,  resumed 
it  at  Oakura  and  all  over  the  district  between 
that  and  the  White  Cliffs.  Mr.  Kelly,  a 
member  of  this  House,  viewing  with  alarm  the 
course  of  proceedings,  and  knowing  that  the 
settlers  were  determined  at  once  to  eject,  at  what- 
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ever  cost,  these  intruders,  telepaphed  to  th« 
Gk>vemment  to  this  effect:  "u  you  do  not 
take  the  initiative,  the  settlers  will  take  the 
whole  thing  out  of  your  hands."  Then  came 
tt  tardy  response,  **  Let  the  Constabolary  remove 
the  intruders."  I  ask,  is  that  conduct  worthy  of 
a  Government  ?  Was  there  ever  a  Government 
that  was  worthy  of  the  name  that  would  hare 
allowed  its  citizens  to  take  the  initiative  in  a  oaee 
of  this  kind  before  it  had  the  courage  to  perform 
its  duty  ?  I  say  the  Government,  in  this  respeet, 
deserves  reprobation  both  by  this  House  and  by  the 
country.  It  has  been  said — and  I  believe  it  haa 
been  repeated  within  the  last  day  or  two  by  one 
member  of  the  Government — in  relation  to  « 
claim  that  has  been  made,  that  the  settlers  at 
Taranaki  have  been  well  paid  by  the  distnrbanoe, 
even  as  things  stand.  Why,  Sir,  is  it  to  be  said 
that  the  utter  want  of  confidence  amongst  us, 
the  utter  impossibility  of  making  a  bargain  even 
for  the  most  trifling  amount,  is  well  repaid  bj 
such  profits  as  may  be  obtained  by  feeding  » 
couple  of  hundred  men  ?  Was  there  ever  any- 
thing so  monstrous  as  that  ?  What  is  it  to  me, 
living  in  the  bush  ?  What  is  that  to  my  fellow- 
settlers  owning  some  forty  or  fifty  acres  of  land, 
or  living  ob  some  ten  or  twelve  acres  of  clearing 
in  the  heart  of  the  bush  ?  What  fat  oontraots 
have  we  got,  or  what  fat  contracts  are  we  likely 
to  get  P  Is  drilling  three  days  a  week — is  having 
to  leave  our  work,  and  travel  ten  or  twelve  milea 
over  roads  where  the  mud  lies  so  thick  that  it  ia 
up  to  your  horse's  girths  if  you  ride,  and  abore 
your  knees  if  you  walk,  repaid  for  by  provisioning 
a  couple  of  hundred  men?  The  thing  is  mon- 
strous and  absurd,  on  the  face  of  it.  Will  it  pay 
me  to  get  a  couple  of  pounds  per  head  extra  for 
my  oxen,  if  my  wife  is  shot  and  my  children  mur- 
dered ?  The  tiling  is  so  monstrous  that  no  words 
are  strong  enough  to  express  our  reprobation  of  it. 
Then,  how  is  it  proposed  to  settle  the  matter  P 
I  apprehend  we  know  just  as  much  from  the 
newspapers  as  we  are  likely  to  get  from  the  Go- 
vernment. When  the  Government  were  asked 
— last  year,  I  think — ^to  lay  on  the  table  of  the 
House  official  intelligence  of  their  interviews 
with  Bewi,  and  their  celebrated  confabulations 
with  Tawhiao,  what  did  they  give?  They  laid 
on  the  table  a  most  marvellous  production  of 
newspaper  clippings,  a  copy  of  which,  reached  me 
at  Taranaki,  and  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
perusing.  But  I  think  we  are  just  as  capable 
ourselves  as  are  the  Government  of  making  those 
newspaper  clippings,  and  can  get  just  as  mudi 
information  in  that  way  as  the  Gkivernment  are 
likely  to  give  us.  As  far  as  I  can  make  out,  they 
have  no  policy  for  the  future.  We,  the  people 
of  the  district,  have  a  policy.  It  mi^  be  a  mis- 
taken one,  but  at  any  rate  it  is  a  policy  on  which 
we  are  all  united.  It  is  a  policy  of  peace,  too,  and 
not  of  war.  It  is  a  policy  for  physical  changes  in 
the  aspect  of  the  coimtry.  Our  policy  is  to  make 
roads  through  the  disaffected  district,  acquire 
the  land,  seU  it,  and  settle  it  with  Europeans. 
In  the  Inglewood  District  we  are  not  afraid  of 
the  Maoris;  and  why?  Because  every  man  of  iu 
is  armed— badly,  I  know,  but  still  armed — and 
every  man  ia  determined  that  no  hostile  Maori 
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■hall  oome  into  the  district.  Tou  might  hare 
tiie  same  thing  in  the  disturbed  district  if  you 
had  onlj  the  courage  to  spend  a  sufficient  sum 
— and  it  need  onlj  be  a  small  sum — in  making 
roada.  Perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  it  would  be 
spending  monej  amongst  us.  As  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  should  not  reap  a  pennj  benefit  from 
it,  except  in  the  indirect  way  of  having  peace 
established.  Separated  by  two  days'  journey  from 
that  district,  such  expenditure  would  in  no  sense 
or  way  be  one  in  which  the  Taranaki  settlers  of  my 
oonatitaency  would  be  personally  interested,  except 
in  the  sense  in  which  all  the  people  of  the  colony 
would  be  interested — the  establishment  of  peace. 
Oor  policy  is  as  distinct  from  the  no>policy  of  the 
QoTemment  as  possible.  Our  road-making  policy 
would  be  preliminary  to  the  policy  of  settlement. 
And  here,  again,  when  we  talk  of  a  policy  of 
■ettlement  we  are  at  issue  once  more  with  the 
Prime  Minister.  He  has  put  it  forth  that  it 
would  be  an  exeeUent  plan  to  place  the  sons  of 
men  from  the  South  Island  on  the  land  as  military 
•ettlera.  I  and,  I  think,  my  constituents  will  join 
iasue  with  the  honorable  gentleman  on  that  point. 
We  say  that  military  settlers  have  never  succeeded 
in  New  Zealand.  We  have  them  all  round  us 
in  Taranaki ;  and,  of  all  the  military  settlements 
eetablisbed  there,  not  one  has  succeeded.  I  go 
even  further,  and  say  that,  looking  to  the  experi- 
ence of  the  whole  world,  I  know  of  no  military 
•ettlement  that  has  succeeded.  I  myself  come 
from  a  country  where  military  settlements  have 
been  establishea,  and  I  should  like  to  know  what 
they  have  done  for  Ireland  during  the  last  three 
hundred  years.  I  should  like  to  know  how  they 
hare  advanced  the  interests  of  that  country. 
But  I  look  at  the  question  not  onlv  from  an 
historical  point  of  view,  but  in  view  oi  the  actual 
facts  of  what  has  taken  place  in  Taranaki ; 
and  I  view  with  jealousy  any  attempt  to  esta- 
blish further  military  settlements  there.  The 
policy  of  the  colony,  I  am,  sure,  ought  not  to 
be  the  establishment  of  military  settlements,  but 
making  roads  and  settling  the  land  on  precisely 
the  same  principle  as  has  been  adopted  in  regard 
to  settlements  lately  formed  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  Sell  the  land  to  the  highest  bidder, 
uid  out  of  the  proceeds  give  protection  to  your 
settlers.  This  protection  would  be  easy  if  you 
follow  out  the  first  part  of  the  programme — that 
of  making  roads — and  then  along  those  roads 
establish  settlements.  I  have  propounded  a 
polioT  for  the  consideration  of  the  Government 
which  we  in  my  district  believe  to  be  a  good  one ; 
but  I  have  no  hope  that  those  honorable  gentle* 
men  will  follow  it  out,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
in  my  conscience  give  them  my  support.  Some 
hard  things  have  m>m  time  to  time  been  said  of 
the  Native  Ifinister,  but  I  have  no  ill  word  to  say 
against  him;  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  if  any 
remark  of  mine  should  be  taken  as  personal  either 
with  regard  to  him  or  to  any  other  member  of  the 
Ministry,  for  both  he  and  they  have  been  most 
ecvil  to  me.  I  believe  they  are,  according  to  their 
light,  doinp^  tlieir  duty  j  but  I  believd  that  the 
hgfat  that  IS  within  them  is  for  the  greater  part 
darkness.  There  is  another  matter  which  I  have 
omlltMl  to  men^n,  and  which  has  been  upon  my 


mind  and  upon  the  minds  of  all  the  people  I 
represent.  In  speaking  about  it,  I  think  I  may 
honestly  say  I  represent  the  feelings  of  ninety- 
nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  tlie  freeholders  of 
the  Gbey  and  Bell  District.  There  have  been 
from  time  to  time  hints  thrown  out  that  we 
in  that  district  are  interested  to  a  large  extent  in 
agitating  the  Natives  in  order  to  get  their  land. 
If  any  lawyer  thinks  he  can  make  a  fortune  out 
of  the  titles  to  land  in  Taranaki,  I  am  afraid  he 
will  find  he  has  made  a  great  mistake.  For  my- 
self, I  may  say  I  never  had,  and  probably  never 
shall  have,  an  acre  of  Native  land.  The  feeling 
of  the  people  there  in  regard  to  the  Native  lands 
is,  that  you  should  make  ample  reserves  for  the 
Natives.  I  have  already  referred  to  two  large 
tracts  —  aggregating  something  like  sixty-five 
thousand  acres  of  the  very  richest  land  in  the 
island — granted  to  two  tribes.  No  man  in  my 
district  in  any  way  grudges  them  that.  And, 
more  than  that,  there  are  men  like  Honi  Pihama 
and  others,  who,  though  at  one  time  at  war 
with  us,  have  since  then  been  sincere  in  their 
friendship ;  and  we  say,  "  Reward  them  better 
than  you  have  ever  rewarded  Natives  before." 
With  regard  to  our  enemies  —  those  who  have 
given  us  trouble — wo  say  the  same  thing.  Give 
them  more  than  they  require  ;  give  them  ample 
reserves,  and  do  it  at  once.  Do  not  let  the  thing 
hang  over.  But  above  all  things  we  ask  you  to 
individualize  the  land.  Some  will  lease  it ;  some 
will  sell  it:  make  every  provision  that  you  can 
in  order  that  they  may  be  honestly  dealt  with 
both  in  leasing  and  selling.  Let  it  be  done  by 
the  Government  if  you  like,  or  by  public  auction 
if  you  think  it  better.  We  have  no  objection. 
Let  the  money  be  funded  if  you  will,  so  that 
they  may  not  spend  it  all  in  drink.  Remember 
that  one  of  the  difficulties  we  have  in  making  the 
Natives  take  up  titles  is,  that  they  fear,  if  they  do 
take  them  up,  all  the  money  vrill  get  into  the 
hands  of  the  grog-sellers.  Therefore  we  say.  Make 
ample  provision  against  a  difficulty  of  that  kind. 
When  you  have  done  all  that,  you  will  have 
abundance  of  laud  for  sale,  which  will  be  so 
enhanced  in  value  by  the  making  of  roads  that 
there  will  be  more  than  enough  for  the  making  of 
these  roads  in  the  increased  price  of  the  land. 
Passing  from  the  Natives,  perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  one  or  two  words  in  reference  to 
the  three  principal  points  in  what  is  called  the 
Liberal  programme.  I  have  already  said  that 
from  early  youth  until  now  I  have  advocated 
Liberalism,  and  not  merely  a  milk-and-water 
Liberalism,  but  Radicalism ;  and  therefore  I  speak 
in  every  sense  as  a  Liberal.  With  regard  to  the 
extension  of  the  franchise,  my  position  is  a  very 
simple  one.  I  should  say  that  upon  all  points  I 
feel  absolutely  free.  My  constituents  have  made 
no  terms  with  me.  They  took  me  with  whatever 
faults  and  failings  I  had,  and  with  the  opinions 
that  I  was  known  to  possess.  They  asked  me  no 
questions  about  them.  They  took  it  for  granted 
that  I  would  act  honestly ;  and  I  do  not  come 
here  as  their  delegate,  but  as  their  representative. 
With  regard  to  the  franchise,  I  have  this  to  say  : 
In  my  own  district  I  find  that  about  six  hundi^sd 
freeholders  are  not  on  the  roll  at  the  present 
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moment,  owing  partly  to  their  own  carelessness 
and  to  a  yery  large  extent  to  the  want  of  facility 
in  the  law,  and  also,  I  may  say,  to  this  fact :  that 
you  bare  two  laws  which  contradict  each  other, 
or,  rather,  one  which  was  meant  to  supplement 
the  other,  but  does  not.  For  instance,  in  the 
Electoral  Act  there  are  provisions  by  which  a  man 
is  required  to  give  yanous  particulars  with  re- 

Sivd  to  his  holding,  his  residence,  and  so  on. 
ut  in  another  Act — I  think  the  Act  of  1875 — 
there  is  a  clause  which  provides  that  the  Clerk 
of  a  Boad  Board  is  to  send  in,  on  or  before  the 
81st  March,  the  names  of  all  persons  who  have 
paid  rates  previous  to  that  date.  Well,  acting 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  names  have  been 
sent  to  the  proper  authority,  but  the  lists  have 
been  thrown  into  the  waste-paper  basket  because 
they  did  not  give  the  particulars  required  by  the 
other  Act.  The  consequence  is,  that  in  my  district 
not  less  than  six  hundred  freeholders  were  dis- 
qualified from  voting  at  the  last  election.  I  may 
state  that  in  one  road  near  my  house — I  think  the 
road  to  which  my  farm  extends — out  of  twenty- 
seven  freeholders  only  three  were  upon  the  roll. 
That  will  show  how,  partly  by  the  operation  or 
non-operation  of  the  law,  and  partly  by  the 
carelessness  of  the  people  themselves,  numbers 
are  kept  off  the  register ;  and  the  65,000  serfs 
that  have  been  so  much  talked  about  would,  I 
think,  vanish  into  thin  air  if  a  proper  investiga- 
tion were  made  all  over  the  colony,  such  as  I 
have  made  in  my  district.  If  those  persons  I 
have  mentioned  were  put  on  the  register,  I  ven- 
ture to  say  there  would  not  be  two  dozen  men 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  the  whole  of  the 
Grey  and  iBell  district  who  woiUd  be  placed  on 
the  register  by  manhood  suffrage.  I  say  that 
advisedly,  after  consultation  with  those  persons 
in  the  constituency  who  know  most  about  it. 
But  if  the  number  were  ten  times  two  dozen  it 
would  not  frighten  me.  I  say  distinctly  and 
clearly,  Put  them  on.  And  I  say  that,  if  a 
Bill — an  honest  Bill — for  I  regard  the  measure  of 
the  session  before  last  as  one  which  was  never 
meant  to  be  passed  —  if  an  honest  Bill  be 
brought  forward  with  a  real  intention  of  being 
passed,  it  shall  have  my  cordial  support.  But  I 
will  give  my  consent  to  no  Bill  that  will  svramp 
the  European  constituencies  by  Maori  votes.  My 
constituency,  like  many  others  in  the  North 
Island,  would  be  easily  swamped  under  the  Bill 
that  was  introduced  by  the  Premier ;  and  in  this 
way :  We  have  between  Waitara  and  Urenui  some 
twelve  thousand  or  fourteen  thousand  acres  of 
magnificent  land.  It  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Natives,  and  it  is  held  in  common.  Its 
owners  are  scattered  all  over  the  two  Islands. 
An  immense  number  of  them  do  not  reside  in  the 
district  at  all.  With  an  unscrupulous — I  was 
going  to  say  Native  Minister — but  with  an  un- 
scrupulous servant  of  the  Native  Office  hundreds 
and  hundreds  of  names  could  at  any  time  be 
placed  upon  the  roll ;  and  under  the  secret  system 
of  the  Native  Office  the  men  could  be  brought 
from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  required,  to  swamp 
the  genuine  electors  at  an  election.  I  will  there- 
fore oppose  any  measure  which  will  ^ive  that 
kind  of  dual  voting.  So  long  as  the  Natives  fulfil 
Colonel  Trimble 


the  conditions  of  citizenship  which  SaropeftDs 
have  to  fulfil — ^if  they  pay  taxes  as  we  pay  them 
— then  I  have  no  objection  at  all  to  the  NattTea 
standing  exactly  on  an  equality  with  myself  ;  but 
I  altogether  object  to  men  who  pay  no  taxes, 
except  the  merest  trifle  indirectly,  who  do  not 
live  in  the  district,  who  have  no  special  interests, 
who  have  not  a  foot  of  land  they  can  say  is  their 
own  individually — I  say  I  object  to  these  men 
being  brought  irom  time  to  time,  at  the  will  of 
any  man,  or  any  underling  of  any  man,  to  swamp 
the  genuine  settlers  at  an  election.  To  a  fair  and 
honeet  franchise  I  offer  no  opposition.  Nay,  I  mo 
further  than  that.  I  do  not  see  why  it  should 
stop  at  manhood  suffrage.  For  thirty  years  I 
have  advocated  female  suffrage,  and  I  see  do 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  introduced  here. 
But  that  is  not  the  question  of  the  moment. 
When  the  time  comes,  when  younger  men  take 
it  up,  as  I  hope  they  will  do,  it  will  have  my 
support.  In  tne  meantime  I  will  give  my  sup- 
port to  any  honest  and  well-oonsidered  mea- 
sure for  universal  suffirage  in  the  old-fashioned 
sense.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  redistribution  of 
seats.  There  again  my  course  ib  perfectly  dear. 
Population  I  believe  ought  to  be  the  main  basis  t 
there  is  no  question  in  my  mind  about  that.  It 
ought  to  be  tne  main  basis,  but  I  do  not  believe 
it  ought  to  be  the  only  one.  And  here  I  want  to 
free  myself  altogether  from  an  argument  which  I 
have  seen  reported  in  Sansmrd  as  having  been 
made  use  of  in  this  House,  and  which  I  know  is 
a  very  common  one  amongst  my  Tory  friends. 
It  is  this:  that  in  addition  to  population  you 
must  look  at  property.  Now,  Sir,  in  looking  at 
population,  I,  in  the  main,  do  look  at  property, 
because  I  believe  that  property  and  popula- 
tion, as  a  rule,  go  together — that  is  to  say,  that 
the  valuation  of,  say,  the  City  of  Wellington, 
with  its  20,000  or  so  inhabitants,  will  probably 
be  about  the  same  as  the  valuation  in  a  larger 
district  with  the  same  amount  of  population. 
The  value  may  even  be  more,  for,  owing  to 
exceptional  circumstances,  the  valuation  of  a 
town  increases  out  of  all  ratio  to  the  pppulation. 
But  I  do  not  go  by  that  at  all.  I  will  not  look  at 
property.  I  say  it  is  sufficiently  recognized  in  the 
mere  fact  of  the  larger  population.  But  I  think 
that  the  Bill  should  deal  with  this  matter  itself 
— that  its  provisions  should  be  directly  intro- 
duced in  this  House,  and  not  be  worked  out  by 
a  machinery  outside.  And  I  say  so  upon  this 
ground :  that,  in  dealing  with  this  matter,  you 
want  the  advice  and  assistance  of  all  concerned — 
and  you  cannot  got  that  advice  and  assistance 
unless  you  have  them  to  give  you  information — in 
this  regard,  which  I  have  not  seen  mentioned  in 
the  speeches  of  honorable  gentlemen  during  the 
Inst  Parliament,  but  which  I  throw  out  for  the 
consideration  of  those  who  may  have  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  on  the  subject.  It  is  this  :  It  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  no  antagonism,  and  never  can  be 
any  real  antagonism,  between  town  and  country. 
The  interests  are  identical.  In  whatever  aspect 
jou  put  them,  to  any  reasonable  man  the  two 
interests  are  identical.  But,  Sir,  they  are  not 
always  considered  to  be  identical.  Apart  from 
mere  interest  there  is  a  sentiment  and  au  appa- 
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pposiiion  of  feeling.  Tbii  has  been  thown  in 
Ti  caae  at  the  last  Section,  and,  if  honorable 
men  will  permit  me  to  say  a  word  about  a 
ratirelj  prirate  matter,  I  will  illustrate  the 
n  I  wish  the  House  to  see.  Daring  the 
n  the  cry  against  me  was  that  I  was  on- 
to the  harbour  of  New  Fljmoutb.  Well, 
linlj  did  make  a  journey  to  Wellington  two 
igo,  when  Parliament  was  sitting,  and  I  saw 
i  honorable  gentlemen,  and  thought  I  had 
ded  them  —  as  they  said  they  were  per- 
I — to  take  my  Tiew  of  the  subject.  How- 
bej  afterwards  changed  their  minds — I  did 
ime  them  for  it — and,  instead  of  opposing 
ill  that  was  then  before  Parliament,  they 
for  it,  and  the  measure  was  passed,  and  we 
to  get  a  harbour.  It  will  naturally  be 
hat  the  people  of  New  Plymouth,  who 
rery   earnest  about  getting  the  harbour, 

me    rery  little   good-will.      Now,  I  was 

for  their  interests,  as  I  thouffht  and  be- 
;  but  they  did  not  think  so.  What  was  the 
uence?  Almost  to  a  man  they  opposed 
the  Section.  They  had  a  large  number  of 
-a  couple  of  hundred — in  the  town,  and  I 
t  think  I  am  betrayiog  the  secrets  of  the 
box  when  I  say  that  I  got  precious  few  of 
rotes.  In  the  country  districts  the  num- 
tood  thus :  90  for  me,  2  for  my  opponent ; 

me,  16  for  my  opponent.  It  was  just  the 
e,  bowerer,  in  the  town.  Now,  the  mterests 
9  two  places  were  entirely  identical,  but 
was  a  misapprehension  as  to  their  true  in- 
s  in  one  place  or  the  other — I  am  not  pre- 

to  say  which.  Although  their  interests 
absolutely  identical,  their  sentiments  and 
59  were  adrerse.  That  will,  I  hope,  illus- 
in  a  sufficiently  explicit  way  what  I  mean, 
liaye  feelings  that  are  not  in  common,  and, 
ore,  if  you  join  them  forcibly  in  the  bonds, 
r  say,  of  wedlook,  they  will  be  pulling  against 
>ther.  Therefore,  in  forming  the  new  con- 
ncies  I  belieye  the  onlytrue  and  honest  plan, 
he  only  effectiye  plan  in  the  end,  will  be  to 
ler  the  feelings  ousonstituencies — the  natural 
es  of  gravity,  as  it  were,  of  the  rarious  consti- 
ies  ;  and,  whether  there  be  a  thousand  more 
Dr  a  thousand  more  there,  let  them  be  joined 
9  Nature  has  joined  them  and  where  sentiment 
joined  them.  Well,  Sir,  with  that  qualifi- 
[1  I  will  go  in  for  a  free  redistribution  of  seats, 
ieye  that  erery  one  of  the  gentlemen  with 
3  I  am  acting  will  do  the  same.    Then  we 

to  the  subject  of  triennial  Parliaments. 
,  again,  I  think  we  may  haye  a  perfectly 
and  open  understanding.  It  hat  been  said 
we  are  not  sincere.  The  honorable  member 
.uckland  Cit^  East  said  he  could  not  believe 
we  would  sincerely  carry  out  the  views  ex- 
led  by  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn, 
ise  we  could  not  be  thought  to  be  in  earnest 
le  point.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
1  person  I  have  spoken  to  on  this  side  of  the 
96  has  expressed  his  intention  of  voting  for 
honest  Triennial  Bill.   My  own  feeling  is  not 

warm  one  way  or  the  other.  I  feel  about 
as  I  feel  about  many  other  indifierent  ques- 
} ',  and  my  comtituenta  do  not  care  a  n^ 


about  it.    They  told  me  so  in  plain  words.    I  am 
free  to  yote  as  I  think  proper,  and  they  will  be 
satisfied  ;  therefore  I  say,  in  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent way,  that  I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  vote  for 
triennial  Parliaments.    I  have  dealt  with  three 
points  upon  which  it  has  been  said  that  what  is 
called  the  Liberal  party  differs  from  ours,  whioh 
I  suppose  I  must  call  the  Constitutional  party. 
The  word  "  constitutional "  is  a  very  good  one, 
but  it  has  always  been  associated  in  my  mind 
with  such  an  abominable  perversion  of  its  mean- 
ing that  I  do  not  like  the  name.    I  do  not  intend 
to  call  myself  that.     I  am  a  Radical    Then  let 
us  see  how  we  stand  with  regard  to  the  Liberal 
party.     The  Liberal  party  with  which  I  have 
always  been  oonnectea  was  a  very  peculiar  one. 
It  was  frequently  in  a  minority.    I  have  been 
used  to  being  in  minorities,  but  I  have  always 
seen  my  minorities  change  into  mMorities.    Well, 
Sir,  what  was  the  genend  prinoiple^the  raison 
d*itre — of  the  Liberal  party  at  Home.   Its  charac- 
teristic was  to  bring  people  together — to  make 
one  nation  out  of  two  or  three^to  abolish  privi- 
leges, not  by  bringing  men  down,  or  robbing  them 
of  what  they  had  acquired,  but  by  taking  away 
artificial  barriers,  and  enabling  men  to  rise  to  any 
position  to  which  Nature  would  allow  them  to  rise. 
That  vras  the  function  of  the  Liberal  party  ever 
since  there  vras  a  Liberal  party  in  Great  Britain. 
Let  us  take  the  case  of  the  agitation  to  abolish 
the  corn   laws.     That  carries  us  back  to  the 
time  when  those  of  us  who  are  beginning  to 
get  grey  hairs  were  young.    Well,  mhsX  did  we 
say  to  those  who  supported  the  old  institutions, 
tlie  old  law — which,  after  all,  vras  not  a  very  old 
one,  for  it  did  not  come  to  us  from  the  mists  of 
antiquity  ?   What  was  one  of  the  argiunents  used 
then  ?     "  We  impoverish  no  man ;    we  enrich 
many.    We  take  away  no  real  privilege ;  but  we 
bring  men  into  the  enjoyment  of  privileges.    We 
take  away  no  man's  acre — we  take  no  man's  land ; 
but  we  refuse  any  longer  to  support  by  artificial 
buttresses  a  system  which  ought  to  have  come 
to  the  ground  long  ago."    That  was  the  position 
taken  up  on  that  question.    Then,  let  us  oome  to 
the  Irish  Clmrch.    When,  in  1868,  we  agitated 
the  country  on  that  question — and  I   took  an 
active  part  in  the  agitation  in  iny  own  district — 
did  we  go  about  as  robbers,  robbing  men  of  their 
own  P     No.    We  said,  "  You,  as  a  Church,  will 
be  benefited  by  it.    What  we  are  doing  is  for 
your  good.    We  are  taking  nothing  from  you 
to  which  you  are  entitled ;  we  only  ask  you  to 
do  as  men  before  you  have  done.    We  ask  you  to 
walk  alone,  that  you  may  enioy  the  feeling  of 
your  own   strength."    And  that  we  succeeded, 
take  this  little  anecdote  as  a  proof.    A  few  years 
after  the  passage  of  the  Act,  being  in  Belfast, 
and  having  nothing  to  do  on  a  particular  day,  I 
entered  a  railway-carriage  to  go  to  a  part  of  the 
country  I  had  not  seen,  and  in  the  carriage  I 
saw  a  lady  and  a  sick  boy.    I  was  attracted  to 
them  because  they  had  been    fellow-passengers 
with  me  in  a  steamer  the  night  before.    The  air 
was  full  of  the  Irish  Church  question,  and  in 
a  very  short  time  the  lad^  introduced  the  sub- 
ject.    She  said,  "The  Liberal  party  meant  to 
destroy  us,  but  Gk>d  has  turned  their  act  to  our 
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good."  Itaid,  *<WeworiEodfor  joorgood.  We 
told  you  it  would  be  for  your  good  |  and  I  am 
glad  to  hear  from  jour  tettimon  j  that  it  has  been 
so."  This  was  the  wife  of  a  dignitary  of  the 
Church  in  a  cathedral  town.  Well,  that  is  pre* 
cisely  the  position  the  Liberal  party  has  always 
occupied  at  Home.  It  has  tried,  not  to  pull 
down,  not  to  do  cTil  to  anybody,  but  to  do  good 
to  all.  We  started  two  centuries  Jigo,  or  more. 
We  started  with  the  determination  to  do  good  to 
men,  and  we,  the  Liberal  party  of  to-day,  bold 
the  principles  of  our  lathers.  We  may  have 
made  mistakes  —  no  doubt  we  hare,  from  time 
to  time — but  that  has  been  the  great  aim  and 
object  of  the  party.  We  have  tried  to  lerel  class 
distinctions ;  we  hare  tried  to  make  men  look 
upon  themselyes  as  men  ;  we  have  tried  to  make 
men  look  upon  their  brothers  as  men ;  and,  to  a 
large  extent,  though  not  to  the  full  extent,  we 
have  succeeded.  That  is  the  Liberal  p»rty  at 
Home.  But  what  is  the  Liberal  party  here? 
Its  special  function  is  to  denounce  men  if  they 
hold  land.  Its  special  function  seems  to  be  to 
raise  up  artificial  barriers  where  Nature  and  the 
law  have  made  none.  If  there  be  artificial  bar- 
riers  here,  why  has  no  law  been  introduced  for 
their  abatement.  I  learned  to-day,  for  the  first 
time  since  I  come  here,  that  the  law  of  entail  is  in 
existence  in  New  Zealand.  Why  have  Ministers 
not  attempted  to  rcp<>al  that  law?  At  Home 
the  large  estates  are  kept  up  by  it.  We  of  the 
Liberal  party  have  fought  against  it ;  but  we  do 
not  wish  to  cut  down  the  mrge  estates  by  arti- 
ficial means.  All  that  is  desirod  by  the  Liberal 
party  at  Home  is  that  Nature  shall  have  its 
fair  way,  and  that  the  possession  of  estates 
shall  be  as  free  as  the  possession  of  any  other 
kind  of  property.  Why  has  the  Liberal  party 
not  endeaToured  to  prerent  some  of  the  evils 
which  take  place  at  Home?  The  fact  is,  the 
Liberal  party  here  has  not  been  in  earnest  in  its 
Liberalism,  or  else  its  leaders  do  not  know  what 
Liberalism  is.  I  should  be  sorry  to  impute  mo- 
tives to  men,  and  I  will  therefore  take  the  latter 
alternative,  and  say  that  if  it  be  the  function  of 
the  so-called  Liberal  parly  here  to  flatter  the 
poor  man  and  to  denounce  the  rich,  to  flatter 
mobs  and  to  denounce  the  educated,  then 
the  sooner  the  Liberal  party  is  squelched  the 
better,  and  a  new  Liberalparty,  built  upon  new 
lines,  put  in  its  place.  What  is  the  Liberal  at 
Home  ?  He  has  no  more  fear  of  facing  the  mob 
than  he  has  of  facing  the  aristocrats  of  the  Upper 
House ;  but  here  every  person  that  can  pretend 
to  be  a  working-man  is  flattered  and  cajoled  as 
if  he  were  an  infant.  There  ought  to  be  more 
respect  for  the  working-man  than  this.  Why, 
what  am  I  ?  If  I  am  eeen  at  home,  I  am  in  rags, 
and  work  as  hard  as  any  of  them.  Then,  what 
are  the  others  ?  What  are  these  men  who  are  so 
much  appealed  to  ?  I  say  this  is  mountebankism, 
and  not  Liberalism;  and,  until  these  men  who 
are  the  leaders  of  the  Liberal  party  come  forward 
and  try  to  lead  these  men  to  better  and  not  to 
worse,  I  will  not  follow  them.  I  happened  to- 
day to  see  a  few  lines  which  very  correctly  repre- 
sent the  actions  of  these  men.  They  are  as 
foUow:— 
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In  ahoit,  I  do  flrmly  bslieva 

In  hombn^  (enerallj. 
For  it'i  a  Uung  thet  I  p«ro«ivs 

To  hev  a  sobd  vallj. 

The  humbug  that  has  been  carried  on  during 
the  last  elections  seems  to  me  to  be  very  much 
of  the  kind  described  in  these  lines.  There  is 
a  certain  "  rally  "  about  it ;  but  it  u  a  vaiu« 
that  wiU  not  stand  for  long.  I  will  oounael 
those  young  men  who  have  spoken  from  iha 
opposite  benches,  not  to  desert  their  party,  so- 
called — but,  above  all,  not  to  desert  their  prin- 
ciples. I  say  to  them,  let  them  be  able  to  stand 
in  a  minority,  and  hold  their  ground  in  a  minority. 
Let  them  cleave  fast  to  principles  and  let  loose 
their  hold  of  men  of  loose  principles.  I  do  not 
ask  them  to  come  to  us.  They  do  not  know  as 
sufficiently,  and  I  do  not  know  them.  But  I  aaj 
this  to  them — and  it  is  a  thing  I  have  never  seen 
lose  its  value :  Keep  hold  of  your  convictions. 
Do  not  be  afraid  of  your  enthusiasms  even  ;  and 
you  may  depend  upon  it  that  if  you  give  full  sway 
to  enthu»iasm,  but  under  the  guidance  of  right 
reason,  you  need  not  be  afraid  to  face  even  that 
old  age  to  which  you  have  appealed. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  Sir,  I  feel  that  it  would  be 
somewhat  impertinent  on  my  part  as  a  member 
of  only  two  sessions  to  speak  as  I  would  like  to 
do  of  the  manner  in  which  the  debate  has  been 
so  far  conducted,  and,  I  may  say,  the  decided 
improvement  in  tone  which  has  been  caused  by 
the  dissolution  and  the  appearance  among  us  of 
so  many  new  members.  At  the  same  time,  I 
dmire  to  express  that  feeling,  and  a  hope  that 
nothing  I  shall  say  will  in  the  slightest  deipree 
change  the  tone,  although  on  many  points  I  uutll 
be  bound  to  difi*er  very  materially  indeed  from 
many  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  before 
me.  I  should  like  in  the  first  instance  to  x«fer 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  debate  was  opened 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn — the  leader 
of  the  Opposition.  Nothing  could  have  exceeded 
the  good  taste,  good  temper,  and  courtesy  vrith 
which  the  honorable  member  spoke.  But  it  ap- 
pears to  me  he  must  have  felt  that  h^  had  a 
very  poor  case  indeed.     The  whole  speech  was 

i'ust  such  a  speech  as  we  might  have  expected  to 
lear,  not  from  one  contesting  grave  questions  of 
policy  on  which  the  whole  future  of  a  young  coun- 
try depends,  not  from  one  who  was  fighting  a 
Government  endeavouring  to  carry  out  that  policy, 
but  rather  from  one  who  treated  the  subject 
more  as  if  it  were  a  question  of  displacing  one 
Chairman  of  a  County  Council  and  electing 
another.  We  heard  of  the  "Hinemoa,"  of  a 
bridge  here,  of  a  clock  there,  and  of  a  water-raoe 
somewhere  else.  No  great  questions  of  policy 
were  touched  upon,  none  of  the  real  difiVrenoes 
that  exist  between  that  side  of  the  House  and 
this  were  referred  to;  and  upon  that  speech  we 
are  asked  to  give  a  vote  that  will  displace  a 
Government  which  I  believe  has  been  honestly 
struggling  against  great  and  immense  difficulties 
during  the  last  three  years  —  struggling  in  a 
House  in  which  it  was  in  a  minority — struggling 
against  division  in  its  own  ranks, — but  which  has 
roused  public  opinion  throughout  New  Zealand, 
and  brought  before  the  people  of  the  oountiy 
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great  quMfaons  which,  until  that  Goyernment 
otme  forward,  were  not  eyen  mentioned.  I  was 
disappointed  also  with  the  speech  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheyiot,  although  I  think  the  same 
excose  is  to  be  made  for  that  honorable  mem- 
ber as  I  hope  will  be  granted  to  me,  that  he, 
like  mjself,  is  to  a  great  extent  trayelling  oyer 
old  ground.  We  spoke  oyer  and  oyer  again  on 
this  subject  last  session,  and  we  now  come  some- 
what stale  to  the  question.  The  new  members 
are  able  to  throw  more  life  and  vigour  into  the 
debate,  and  clothe  it  with  the  flesh  and  blood 
which  it  deseryes.  Unless  we  deal  with  the 
laiger  questions  inyolyed  in  this  contest,  as  well 
as  with  the  mere  questions  of  water-races,  the 
"Hinemoa,"  Christchurch  dock,  and  things  of 
that  kind,  the  debate  will  sink  to  the  level  to 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  it  sank  last  session. 
The  speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Che- 
viot suggested  this  thought  to  my  mind,  be- 
cause he  ridiculed  every  attempt  to  elevate 
tiie  debate  out  of  that  rut  as  <<  celestial."  The 
roeech  of  the  honorable  member  who  opened  the 
debate  was  '*  terrestrial,"  but  anything  that  rises 
oat  of  that  groove  is,  according  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot,  celestial.  I  will  attempt  to 
go  into  some  of  these  celestial  questions.  I  will 
try  to  show  that  we  have  something  more  to  think 
about  on  the  present  occasion  than  the  mere 
administration  of  the  Government,  and  I  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  show  good  grounds  for  continu- 
ing that  Gt>vemment  in  office,  despite  errors  of 
administration,  for  I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to 
defend  everything  that  the  Government  have 
done.  Despite  those  errors  of  administration,  I 
hope  I  shall  be  able  to  adduce  sufficient  grounds 
why  that  Government  ought  to  remain  in  office 
until  it  has  had  an  honest  chance  of  carrying 
out  the  policy  which  it  has  so  long  and,  I 
believe,  honestly  enunciated,  but  which  it  has 
never  yet  bad  the  power  to  bring  down  for 
£ur  consideration  before  the  House.  Before  I 
go  further,  let  me  refer  to  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell.  In 
Hsteoing  to  him  I  felt  that  my  sentiments  and 
his  own  were  so  mush  in  accord — that  his  sym- 
pathies and  mine  so  thoroughly  agreed — that  it 
was  astonishing  he  should  be  so  earnest  in  his 
support  of  that  side  of  the  House,  and  that  I 
should  be  equally  earnest  in  my  support  of  this. 
Ihe  only  cause  to  which  I  can  attribute  the  dif- 
ference between  us  is,  that  the  honorable  member 
has  not  been  twen^  years  in  New  Zealand,  as  I 
have  been,  and  he  has  not  been  able  to  trace  the 
histonr  of  the  country  and  watch  the  struggles 
that  have  gone  on.  The  honorable  member 
has  only  been  here  a  few  years,  and  perhaps, 
thei^re,  is  not  able  to  see  how  little  appli- 
cable English  rules  and  precedents  are  to  our  con- 
dition. 1  am  afraid,  also,  that  the  honorable 
member  has  suffered  himself  to  be  misled  by 
newspaper  reports,  because  be  has  not  had  an 
importunity  of  hearing  most  of  the  things  abso- 
lutely said  in  this  House.  Had  he  been  here  he 
would  have  found  a  very  different  condition  of 
things.  He  would  have  found  how  little  real 
debate  there  is  in  this  House.  He  would  have 
fMind  tha  party  with  whom  he  is  now  working 


scorning  debate  when  they  found  themselves 
strong,  and  carrying  everything  with  a  very  high 
hand.  That  is  one  reason  why  we  on  this  side  of 
the  House  are  determined  they  shall  not  get  into 
power  again.  Before  the  present  Ministry  came 
into  power  we  used  to  see  fifty  men,  who  had 
scarcely  listened  to  a  word  of  debate,  trooping  in 
one  after  the  other  to  record  their  votes  in  favour 
of  the  Ministry  of  the  day ;  and  debate  became  a 
farce.  Something  dropped  from  the  honorable 
member  which  led  me  to  think  that  he  has  mis- 
understood much  that  has  been  said  on  this  side 
of  the  House.  He  referred  to  65,000  serfs  who 
were  to  be  emancipated  in  New  Zealand  by  the 
policy  we  are  supporting.  I  do  not  know  where 
that  phrase  came  from.  It  must  be  a  phraee 
coined  by  some  newspaper. 

Hon.  Mem  BBSS. — It  is  in  Han$ard, 

Mr.  MOSS.  — Is  it  in  Hansard?  Was  it 
stated  that  there  are  serfs  in  New  Zealand,  or 
that  there  might  be  serfs  here  in  future  F  That 
makes  all  the  difference.  I  have  heard  it  said 
that  the  policy  we  propose  will  avoid  the  creation 
of  serfs  in  future  ;  but  certainly  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  anybody  saying  that  there  are  seHs  in 
New  Zealand  now.  I  mention  this  to  show  that  the 
honorable  member  does  not  clearly  understand  ns 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  I  should  think  it  an 
insult  to  any  working-man  in  the  colony  to  call 
him  a  serf.  I  maintain,  however,  that,  but  for  the 
public  opinion  lat-ely  routed  in  New  Zealand,  some 
time  hence  we  should  have  serfs  here.  I  will  un- 
dertake to  prove  it.  I  will  show  that  the  whole 
course  of  our  policy  here  was  tending  towards 
that.  Then,  a^in,  the  honorable  member  spoke 
of  the  upset  pnee  of  land  on  the  Waimate  Plains 
being  lowered  to  £5,  as  if  it  were  done  by  the 
Government  to  lower  the  value  of  the  land  in 
the  public  estimation.  But  that  land  was  put  up 
to  auction ;  £6  was  merely  the  upset  price ;  and 
the  probability  is  that  it  was  lowered  to  exoite 
larger  competition.  It  is  not  as  if  £5  was  the 
price  at  which  the  latad  should  be  bought.  I 
think  the  honorable  member  will  admit  he  was 
wrong  in  that  point  of  the  indictment  he  brought 
against  the  Government.  With  regard  to  the 
law  of  entail,  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard 
it  stated  that  the  law  of  entail  exists  in  New  Zea- 
land. I  do  not  think  so.  It  is  statute  law  in 
Knglaad,  and  a  very  old  one,  under  which  entails 
exist ;  and  I  doubt  whether  it  applies  to  New  Zea- 
land. I  do  not  know  of  any  case  in  which  it  has 
been  attempted  to  be  brought  into  force.  But  I 
would  call  the  special  attention  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Grey  and  Bell  to  what  was  done  by 
the  present  Government  the  session  before  last. 
They  brought  down  a  Bill  which  placed  real  pro- 
perty in  the  same  position  as  personal  property, 
and  provided  that  when  an  intestate  estate  was 
being  administered  the  real  property  should  be 
divioed  equally  among  the  children. 

Mr.  HALL.— That  was  done  long  ago. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  have  a  distinct  recollection  that 
the  Administration  Bill  was  brought  down  the 
session  before  last. 

Mr.  HALL. — It  was  a  mere  technical  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  know  the  Bill  was  bronght 
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down;  bat  I  accept  at  once  the  statement 
of  the  honorable  member.  Mj  honorable  fHend 
near  me,  who  is  a  lawjer,  knows  better  than 
I  do,  and  he  still  sajs  that  I  am  right.  It  is 
admitted  bj  the  Opposition  that  the  Bill  intro- 
duced was  an  amending  measure.  At  all  eTents 
it  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  I  know  this, 
that,  small  as  that  reform  may  be  considered, 
it  is  one  which  Mr.  Bright  has  tried  in  yain  for 
years  to  bare  carried  out  at  Home.  Another 
expression  fell  from  mj  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Ghrej  and  Bell.  He  spoke  of  us  on 
this  side  of  the  House  as  flattering  mobs,  and 
said  that  was  not  true  Liberalism.  We  hold  this 
opinion — and  I  say  that  experience  justifles  ns  in 
holding  it — that,  if  jou  take  New  Zealand  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
mob  in  it.  We  know  of  no  mob  in  New  Zea- 
land. I  onlj  wish  mj  honorable  friend  lived  in 
a  more  populous  place  than  Taranaki.  I  onlj 
wish  he  saw  three  thousand  or  four  thousand 
people  assembled  together,  as  in  the  larger  towns, 
conducting  their  business  in  an  orderlj  manner, 
carrying  on  their  proceedings  in  such  a  way  as 
could  not  be  surpassed  anywhere,  coming  to  a 
most  clear  and  intelligeut  decision,  and  free 
from  all  rowdyism  of  any  kind.  Happily  we 
haye  no  mobs  in  New  Zeidand,  and  one  of  the 
main  points  in  our  liberal  programme  is,  that  we 
do  not  intend  to  hare  them.  If  education,  fair 
treatment,  a  share — a  full  share — in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  can  avoid  that  greatest 
of  calamities,  the  creation  of  mobs,  then  we 
shall  not  have  laboured  in  rain  in  promoting 
this  liberal  policy.  Then,  again,  we  are  told 
that  we  rail  at  those  who  own  large  estates, 
and  that  the  people  of  England  do  not  rail  at  the 
holders  of  large  properties.  I  do  not  rail  at  per- 
sons who  have  large  estates.  I  think  it  is  exceed- 
ingly fortunate  to  hare  these  estates  ;  but  I  say 
that  we  are  in  great  danger  of  these  men  not  only 
having  the  estates,  but  being  the  ruling  class  in 
the  country.  It  is  to  avoid  this  that  we  want  to  see 
legislation  in  the  direction  indicated  in  the  Qro- 
vemor's  Speech.  We  envy  no  man  his  property, 
and  we  desire  to  curtail  no  man's  estate  by  unfair 
means  ;  but  we  say,  Keep  your  estates  ;  rejoice  in 
the  wealth  that  you  possess;  rejoice  in  the  in- 
creased influence  which  that  wealth,  properly  used, 
will  always  give  you — you  have  an  inmiense  ad- 
vantage over  those  who  have  no  wealth,  in  that 
respect ;  but  do  not  claim  one  iota  more  voice  in 
the  government  of  the  country  than  other  men, 
with  vrives  and  ^milies,  who  contribute  largely 
to  the  general  taxation  of  the  country.  We  re- 
quire that  every  man  shall  have  an  equal  voice  in 
the  government  of  the  country.  That  is  the  only 
safeguard  from  the  evils  which  large  estates  have 
always  brought  about  in  other  countries ;  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Ghrey  and  Bell,  and  all 
who  choose  to  give  a  candid  expression  to  their 
views,  must  admit.  Are  we  to  be  told  that  we 
are  premature  in  this?  Let  me  refer  to  an 
extract  from  a  paper  showing  what  is  the  state 
of  things  in  Cheviot  County,  represented  by  my 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Saunders,  and  which  is 
about  equal  in  size  to  Middlesex.  It  is  entirely 
comprised  in  three  enormous  freeholds,  comprising 
Mr.Mou 


179,000  acres.  In  Waikato  County  there  is  one 
freehold  of  80,000  acres.  In  Mariborough  County 
there  is  one  freehold  of  89,000  acres,  owned  l^ 
two  gentlemen  both  long  absent  from  the  colony, 
enjoying  large  revenues  from  this  land,  and  con- 
tributing little  or  nothing  to  the  taxation  of  the 
colony.  In  the  same  county  there  are  ten  other 
holdings,  together  comprising  220,000  acres  of 
freehold  and  64,000  acres  of  leasehold.  In  Amuri, 
eight  freeholds  comprise  248,000  acres ;  in  Tua- 
p^,  are  one  freehold  of  70,000  acres  and  one  of 
20,640  acres ;  in  Southland  County,  one  freehold 
of  70,000  acres ;  and  so  on,  showing  ninety-six 
freeholds,  containing  two  and  a-half  millions  of 
acres ;  showing  the  tendency  to  accumulation  of 
land  in  few  himds,  which  honorable  members  on 
the  other  side,  as  well  as  on  this,  regard  as  a  great 
evil  if  allowed  to  be  the  permanent  condition  of 
the  country.  There  is  a  long  list  of  these  caaes, 
but  the  aggregate  result  is,  that  there  are  about 
two  millions  and  a-half  of  acres  of  land  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  few  people.  Unless  we  take  care,  the 
inevitable  result  will  be,  that  the  holders  of  large 
estates  will  increase  their  estates,  that  they  wul 
acquire  increased  political  influence,  and  that  they 
will  in  the  course  of  another  hundred  years  m 
really  the  ruling  class  in  this  countiy.  This 
has  been  the  inevitable  course  of  things  in  other 
countries.  Let  us  go  back  twenty  years  in  the 
history  of  New  Zealand.  What  was  the  position 
then  ?  We  had  self-gOTeming  bodies  elected  by 
the  people.  Those  bodies  administered  the  lands 
in  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  passed  the 
most  liberal  land  laws  that  could  be  proposed. 
There  was  every  desire  to  see  the  country  settled. 
At  the  same  time  there  was  always  passed  by 
this  House  a  Gold  Fields  Act,  which  traversed  the 
liberal  provisions  of  the  provincial  Land  Act. 
The  Provincial  Governments  were  crippled  by 
the  claims  made  for  compensation,  and  tne  liberal 
designs  of  Provincial  Gh>vemments  were  destroyed. 
In  the  North  we  have  seen  the  same  influence 
brought  to  bear  over  and  over  again  in  the  ae- 
quisition  of  large  estates.  Men  have  hired  land 
from  the  Natives— land  inalienable,  which  they 
could  by  law  only  lease  for  twenty*one  years. 
Haying  so  hired  it,  and  got  possession,  the  next 
step  is  to  purchase  from  individual  Natives  the 
freehold  of  the  land,  of  course  at  a  very  low  price, 
because  the  transaction  is  an  illegal  one.  Having 
obtained  the  freehold,  the  possessor  comes  to 
the  Gt}Temment  of  the  day  and  says,  '*  I  want 
you  to  pass  an  Order  in  Council  authorizing  the 
Natives  to  sell  this  land."  Has  not  that  been  done 
over  and  over  again  ?  A  mere  bogus  sale  is  au- 
thorized, because  the  Natives  have  already  sold 
it.  The  Order  in  Council  is  simply  to  cover  an 
illegal  act.  I  desire  to  show  my  honorable  friend 
the  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  that,  having  vrit- 
nessed  all  these  things  in  the  past,  I  have  acquired 
an  earnest  desire  not  to  see  the  whole  power  of  the 
country  thrown  into  the  hands  of  an^  one  class 
of  men.  I  have  seen  the  provincial  institutions 
destroyed  in  a  manner  not  creditable  to  those  who 
took  part  in  their  destruction.  I  have  seen  them 
for  twenty-five  years  deliberately  imdermined 
and  sapped,  privilege  after  privilege,  and  power 
after  power  taken  from  them,  and  every  ad* 
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Tantage  taken  in  this  House  to  bring  them 
into  poverty  and  contempt.  After  all,  they  were 
abolished  by  an  Act  teeming  with  bribes — bribes 
to  County  Councils,  bribes  to  local  gOTcrning 
bodies,  bribes  to  erery  public  body  in  the 
country,  paid  from  money  which  certainly  be- 
longed to  the  people,  and  not  to  the  QoTemment 
who  presumed  to  gire  it.  Supposing  the  Gorem- 
ment  had  money  atailable  for  these  local  bodies, 
I  win  defy  any  one  to  give  a  single  reason 
why  the  Provincial  G-oyernments  snould  not 
have  had  that  money  instead  of  the  local  bodies ; 
but  the  Provincial  Governments  were  carefully 
kept  without  a  penny.  This  House  fostered  a 
feeling  of  jealousy  also  between  the  town  and  the 
country.  The  members  representing  country  dis- 
tricta  were  encouraged  to  believe  that  their  dis- 
tricts were  being  oppressed  by  the  towns.  These 
were  the  means  by  which  the  old  state  of  things 
was  upset,  and  which  led  to  the  state  of  things 
that  now  prevails.  We  have  engendered  by  this 
course  a  feeling  of  wide  distrust  in  this  Assembly. 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  it ;  I  have  a  perfect  right 
to  say  it.  We  have  here  a  body  that  arrogates  to 
itself  powers  unknown  to  any  other  Legislature  in 
any  colpny  ;  because  it  has  been  the  aim  of  those 
who  have  struggled  to  retain  power  in  their  hands 
to  put  this  Assembly  above  the  Constitution  of  the 
country.  The  old  Constitution  provided  that  re- 
in-esentation  should  be  strictly  according  to  popu- 
lation. It  also  provided  that  we  should  hare 
numerous  bodies  to  distribute  power,  to  distribute 
patronage ;  but  we  have  seized  the  powers  once 
wielded  by  those  bodies,  and  we  have  assumed  to 
oursclyes  the  whole  power,  the  whole  patronage, 
and  the  whole  revenue  of  the  countiy.  I  say 
there  is  great  danger  to  the  country,  unless  there 
be  legislation  of  such  a  kind  that  we  in  our  turn 
than  be  controlled  by  the  people,  and  not  control 
them.  Any  one  who  looks  at  the  representation 
at  this  moment  must  see  that  it  is  unequal  and 
unfair.  For  instance,  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Cheviot  represents  one  of  the  small- 
est constituencies  in  the  country — a  constituency 
of  1,700  people— and  yet  he  has  an  equal  voice  in 
the  legislation  to  those  who  represent  thousands. 
There  are  numerous  other  cases  of  the  same  kind. 
That  is  the  position  of  things  that  has  grown 
up ;  and  it  is  a  position  full  of  danger.  I  want 
to  ask  honorable  members  this  question :  Will 
any  one  show  that  there  was  the  lightest  sign  of 
appreciation  of  this  danger,  or  the  s&htest  desire 
to  face  it,  in  the  public  interest,  until  the  present 
Government  came  into  office?  No.  We  were 
treated  to  all  kinds  of  schemes  of  local  govern- 
ment ;  we  were  treated  to  all  kinds  of  talk  about 
constitutionalism  ;  but,  until  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  office,  until  it  raised  public  opin- 
ion upon  this  great  and  vital  question,  the  silence 
of  death  prevailed.  The  Assembly  was  fast  get- 
ting into  its  hands  an  unequal  distribution  of 
seats — an  unfair  distribution  of  the  represented 
—  and  the  whole  power  of  the  country.  In 
rousing  public  attention  to  these  growing  evils, 
this  Gk)vemment  have  done  good  service,  and 
made  me  one  of  their  most  ardent  supporters. 
An  honorable  member  asked  why  the  Land  Boards 
were  not  made  elective.     Under  the  old  sys- 
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tem  the  Land  Boards  represented  the  provincial 
authorities,  who,  in  their  turn,  were  responsible 
to  their  Provincial  Councils;  and  all  their  acts 
could  be  examined.  But  you  destroyed  all  that : 
you  destroyed  the  institutions  that  existed ;  you 
razed  the  whole  fabric.  And  you  cannot  now 
make  these  and  other  Boards  elective,  because  you 
cannot  find  or  create  the  constituencies  to  elect 
them.  I  will  now  briefly  refer  to  another  of  the 
charges  alleged  against  the  Government.  I  never 
heard  any  member  of  the  Government — I  have  no 
recollection  of  hearing  any  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment— or  any  member  of  this  House,  attribute  to 
the  people  of  Taranaki  any  of  those  motives  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  believes 
have  been  attributed  to  them.  They  may  have 
been  attributed  outside  this  House ;  but,  so  far 
as  the  Goveminent  and  the  members  of  this 
House  are  concerned,  I  have  certainly  never 
heard  any  other  expression  than  that  of  admira- 
tion with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Tara- 
naki people  throughout  the  very  serious  difficulty 
in  which,  for  some  months  past,  they  have  been 
placed.  I  thoroughly  appreciate  the  warmth  of 
the  honorable  member's  feelings  when  he  speaks 
under  the  impression  that  his  constituents  had 
been  traduced 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— It  has  been  said  within 
twenty-six  hours  of  the  present  time. 

Major  ATKINSON.— And  by  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs.— Name ! 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  think  the  honorable  member 
must  have  heard  some  idle  talk  outside.  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  honorable  member  if  he  heard  the 
Minister  himself  say  it. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  heard  the  same  Minis* 
ter  say  it  on  a  former  occasion. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  I  am  sure,  if  he  said  sucb  a 
thing,  he  would  not  be  supported  by  his  col- 
leagues or  their  supporters.  Then,  Sir,  the 
honorable  gentleman  says  that  before  the  pre- 
sent Government  came  into  power  evervthing 
was  peace.  In  saying  that,  however,  the  honor- 
able member  makes  a  great  mistake.  Why,  it  is 
only  some  four  or  five  years  since,  within  fifty  or 
sixty  miles  of  Auckland,  the  then  Government 
was  obliged  to  employ  armed  men  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Waikato  Railway.  So  recently 
as  1875  there  were  murders  in  the  Waikato — 
there  were  the  Sullivan,  Todd,  and  other  murders. 
Can  the  honorable  member  call  that  a  condition 
of  peace  P  When  the  predecessors  of  the  present 
Government  were  in  office  we  were  told,  "  Above 
all  things,  preserve  the  peace ;  because,  if  you  do 
not,  the  whole  finances  of  the  count^  wiU  be 
deranged,  and  all  sorts  of  trouble  and  disaster 
will  ensue."  That  was  then  the  017.  Now 
honorable  members  ask  for  a  spirited  policy.  I 
know  I  am  perfectly  correct  in  what  I  say  of 
Auckland  Province.  As  to  Taranaki,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  what  was  the  condition  of  things 
there,  but  I  know  that  since  this  Gk)vernment 
came  into  office  matters  have  become  venr  much 
more  secure  on  the  Waikato  firontier.  Meetings 
have  been  held  with  the  Natives,  and  the  veil  has 
been  lifted  which  previously  obscured  what  was 
being  done  in  that  part  of  the  country.    We  now 
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know  that  the  people  there  are  perfectlj  safe. 
We  hare  not  heard  the  Blightest  fear  expressed 
by  the  Bottlers  there  whilst  all  this  trouble  has 
been  in  existence  on  the  West  Coast.  I  had 
occasion  last  session  to  mention  that  I  was  present 
at  the  great  meeting  at  Te  Kopua,  which  I  heard 
described  as  a  failure.  I  was  present  for  nine  or 
ten  days,  and  to  me  it  appeared  one  of  the  greatest 
successes  erer  achieved.  It  dissipated  all  fear 
of  the  Natives  beyond  the  border  so  thoroughly 
that  no  one  has  raised  the  voice  of  alarm  since. 
And  it  is  upon  that  border  that  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  Natives  are  located.  Agafn,  I  would  like  to 
remind  honorable  members  that  we  do  not  stand 
alone  among  nations  in  dealing  with  the  Natives 
in  this  respect.  In  the  Indian  Territory,  in  the 
United  States,  sixty-five  thousand  Indians  are 
located,  and,  aithough  here  and  there  a  Resident 
Commissioner  is  settled,  no  European  is  allowed 
to  settle  there — to  buy  land  there ;  no  European 
has  been  able  to  buy  land  there,  except  upon  one 
condition — that  he  marries  a  native  woman  and 
becomes  one  of  the  tribe ;  and  that  is  a  rule  that 
not  many  Europeans  will  conform  to.  You  see 
that  we  are  not  the  only  people  who  are  dealing 
with  Natives  in  the  manner  that  has  been  pointed 
out,  when  a  powerful  country  like  the  United 
States  allows  a  large  portion  of  its  territory  to  be 
isolated,  and  the  native  people  to  goyem  them- 
selves. I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  many 
more  remarks  on  the  subject,  because  I  feel  I 
shall  only  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  repeating  what 
I  said  last  session ;  and  I  feel  therefore  some- 
what half-hearted  in  speaking  on  the  matter ;  but 
I  could  not  allow  the  opportunity  to  pass  without 
explaining  why  two  members  who,  I  believe  are 
thoroughly  in  accord  in  their  political  principles 
—  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  and 
myself — are  not  at  this  moment  both  found  on 
this  side  of  the  House.  I  attribute  it  to  my 
having  had  experience  of  the  way  in  which  affairs 
have  been  conducted  in  New  Zealand  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  not  yet  had.  I  believe 
that  when  the  honorable  member  has  been  longer 
in  the  country,  when  he  has  thoroughly  studied 
the  history  of  the  past,  it  will  shake  his  faith  in 
the  party  to  which  he  seems  wedded  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  We  are  now  all  Liberals  in  this  coun- 
try. The  Opposition  say  they  are  Liberals :  but 
their  liberalism  is  of  very  recent  date.  This  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  will  soon 
find.  He  will  find  that  not  long  since  it  was  the 
custom  to  deride  public  opinion  in  this  House. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — Oh,  oh ! 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  state  what  I  know  to  be  true. 
When  great  meetings  were  held  to  protest 
against  the  Abolition  measure,  not  the  slightest 
attention  was  paid  to  the  opinions  of  those  out- 
side— they  were  told  that  they  were  the  opinions 
of  the  mob.    Not  the   slightest  attention  was 

Eiid  to  these  opinions.  And  now  we  are  all 
iberals.  To  show  what  a  sudden  change  must 
have  come  over  them,  I  will  refer  to  some 
specimens  of  the  liberalism  we  had  when  the 
party  opposite  was  in  power.  The  first  State 
prosecution — which  I  hope  to  be  the  lost  in  this 
country — was  instituted  by  their  Government, 
and  instituted  in  order  to  crush  an  individual. 
Mr.Mou 


That  was  the  way  in  which  the  late  Gk>vemment 
dealt  with  persons  who  opposed  them :  they 
crushed  them,  if  they  could,  if  they  found  that 
they  were  at  all  troublesome  and  there  were  no 
other  means  of  silencing  them.  If  the  opinions 
of  the  late  Government  were  liberal,  why  did 
they  support  the  Waka  Maoris  in  defiance  of  a 
vote  of  this  House — for  which  they  now  profess  so 
much  respect — until  it  was  brought  up  and  the 
Government  had  to  dispense  £6,000  in  paying 
for  a  libel  ?  Was  that  the  action  of  a  Liberal  party, 
who  vrill  not  allow  the  smallest  error  on  the  part  of 
the  present  Government  ?  When  we  hear  so  much 
talk  about  the  **Hinemoa,"  I  would  ask  who 
purchased  her,  and,  so  far  as  I  recollect,  with- 
out anv  vote  of  the  House  P  Who  was  it  that 
entered  into  great  railway  contracts  involving 
many  thousands  of  pounds,  and,  after  bringing  a 
contractor  into  the  country,  had  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  him  on  account  of  the  specifications 
not  being  ready  ?  I  refer  to  the  Brogdens.  Who 
did  that  P  We  hear  of  waste  j  we  hear  of  ex- 
travagance ;  and  we  hear  it  from  a  party  that  for 
years  supported  a  Government  th^  admitted  it 
bad  for  its  own  purposes  wasted  one  and  a  half 
millions  of  money.  Has  the  present  Government 
ever  done  anything  to  be  compared  with  the  acts 
of  the  Government  that  preceaed  it  P  I  say.  No. 
Again,  we  hear  to-day  of  gross  wrongs  being 
done  to  the  Civil  Service  of  the  country  by 
putting  over  the  heads  of  others  men  who  have 
no  claim  to  be  so  placed.  Why,  Sir,  the  whole 
of  the  offices  are  filled  with  men  brought  out 
from  Engknd  by  previous  Governments  — 
brought  out  from  England  because  there  were 
not  men  good  enough  in  the  colony,  and  that  by 
members  whom  we  now  hear  reproaching  the 
Government  for  neglecting  the  interests  of  the 
Civil  Service.  Any  honorable  member  could 
count  on  his  fingers  half  a  dozen  instanoes  of  the 
appointments  that  I  refer  to.  Again,  we  hear 
of  newspapers  being  bribed  by  paltry  advertise- 
ments. Why,  Sir,  the  newspaper  history  of  the 
colony  is  one  record  for  years  of  the  attempts 
of  previous  Governments  to  get  the  Press  into 
their  hands  by  means  of  forming  companiea — 
companies  of  all  kinds,  and  means  of  all  kinds 
used  to  effect  that  end.  Why,  in  those  days  the 
Government  of  the  country  cared  little  what 
means  they  employed  to  obtain  support,  so  long  as 
they  got  it.  I  believe  that  more  wrong  was  done 
by  the  late  Government  in  five  years — that  there 
was  more  nepotism,  more  frienas  put  into  office, 
more  wrong  done  to  the  Civil  servants,  and  more 
wrong  done  to  the  country  during  those  five  years 
— than  the  present  Government  oould  be  charged 
with  for  the  next  twenty  years,  if  it  remained 
in  office.  They  tell  us  also  that  the  policy  they 
adopted  was  in  the  interests  of  the  whole  people. 
Take  the  public  works  poliov.  There  is  a  policr 
in  which  millions  of  money  nave  been  borrowed, 
find  enormous  burdens  placed  on  the  people. 
How  has  that  money  been  spent  P  Has  it  not 
been  spent  in  increasing  the  value  of  tbe  enor- 
mous properties  held  by  a  comparatively  few 
people  P  When  that  borrowing  was  first  agreed 
to,  was  it  not  one  of  the  chief  conditions  that  any 
deficiency  in  the  payment  of  interest  tliat  might 
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be  found  on  the  working  of  the  rail  ways  was  to  be 
chftrged  to  the  districts  through  which  the  rail- 
wajs  ran  ?  But  no  sooner  are  the  railways  made 
than  we  find  that  burden,  too,  thrown  on  the 
people ;  and  anj  man  who  dared  to  oppose  this 
is  denounced  as  a  Communist.  Then,  again,  look 
at  the  whole  system  of  taxation  of  the  country. 
Wo  now  find  honorable  members  earnest  and 
sincere  Liberals  on  that  side  of  the  House — 
anxious  to  see  a  change  in  the  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion. May  I  ask  when  that  desire  first  sprang  up 
in  their  minds  ? 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE.— Four  years  ago. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  advocated  that  long 
ago. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  challenge  the  honorable  member 
to  tell  me  when. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  tell  you  when  I 
■peak. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  challenge  the  honorable  member 
to  deny  that,  until  there  arose  a  cry  from  this 
side  of  the  House  that  the  incidence  of  taxation 
was  unfair — that  the  taxation  was  such  that  the 
inefitable  result  must  be  to  make  the  rich  riclier 
and  the  poor  poorer — I  challenge  him  to  deny 
that,  until  the  cry  arose  from  this  side  of  tlie 
House  for  a  change  in  the  incidence  of  taxation, 
Qoremments  were  utterly  deaf  to  what  they  now 
admit  to  be  so  grievously  wrong.  And  yet  we 
now  hear  they  are'  all  Liberals,  strongly  imbued 
with  liberal  principles,  only  eager  to  get  on  those 
benches  in  order  to  carry  their  principles  into 
efiect.  So  far  as  the  land-tax  is  concerned,  I  was 
never  a  rery  ardent  admirer  or  supporter  of  that. 
My  own  predisposition  is  to  leave  transactions  of 
that  kind  alone  as  far  as  possible.  I  have  no 
antipathies  to  landholders.  I  say  let  them  enjoy 
their  land ;  but  do  not  let  them  get  into  a  posilion 
in  which  they  will  rule  us  who  have  not  these 
large  possessions.  I  Tiould  not  interfere  with 
land,  except  to  deprive  it  of  privileges  which  do 
not  attach  to  other  kinds  of  property.  We  hear 
it  said  that  there  is  no  difierenee  between  parties 
— that  the  sympathies  of  all  are  world-wide — 
that  each  party  embraces  all  men.  I  venture  to 
say  that  is  contrary  to  human  nature.  There  must 
be  a  set  of  men  in  every  community  who  believe 
exclusively  in  their  own  class — there  must  be 
men  who  think  that,  if  their  own  particular  sect 
is  prosperous  and  wealthy,  the  world  is  at  peace. 
These  men  are  not  Liberals ;  tliey  cannot  be 
Liberals.  A  Liberal  must  be  a  man  who  can 
raise  himself  above  the  idea  of  caste,  and  look 
upon  all  men  as  having  equal  rights  to  have 
a  voice  in  the  management  of  the  aflairs  of 
the  country.  That  is  my  test  of  Liberalism,  and 
I  hold  no  man  to  be  a  Liberal  who  cannot  in- 
dorse the  opinion  that  every  man  has  a  fair  and 
equal  right  to  a  fair  and  equal  voice  in  the 
government  of  the  country,  whatever  his  position 
or  wealth.  In  that  lies  the  great  issue  before  us. 
Then  why  do  wo  hear  such  speeches  as  we  have 
heard  to-night  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Grey  and  Bell — why  should  he  support  the  bill 
of  indictment  laid  before  the  House  simply  be- 
cause tliere  have  been  a  few  errors  in  administra- 
tion,— matters  which  could  be  easily  remedied 
without  turning  the  present  Government  out  of 


office — matters  which  cannot  justify  the  exertions 
that  are  being  made  on  that  side  of  the  House 
to  turn  the  Government  out  of  office  P  When 
I  notice  the  persistency  of  the  attempt  to  oust 
the  present  Government,  I  must  be  excused  for 
doubting  the  genuineness  of  the  professions  of 
Liberalism  we  hear  so  strongly  expressed  on  that 
side  of  the  House.  I  admit  there  must  be  some 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  who  feel 
differently, —  men  who  have  fought  hard  for  the 
cause  of  Liberalism,  but  who  now  consider  that 
these  errors  of  administration  are  sufficient  to 
justify  them  in  turning  out  of  office  the  only 
really  Liberal  Government-  that  we  have  ever 
possessetl  in  the  history  of  New  Zealand — a  Go- 
vernment that  has  proved  itself  during  nearly 
three  years*  tenure  of  office 

Hon.  Members— Two  years'. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  hope  it  may  be  five  years'.  A 
Government  that  has  proved  itself  less  self- 
seeking  than  any  Government  that  we  have  ever 
had  in  office  before,  a  Gbvemment  —  I  speak 
of  the  members  individually  and  collectively — 
that  has  proved  itself  more  earnestly  desirous 
of  bringing  the  great  mass  of  the  people  under 
the  shadow  of  the  new  Constitution  which 
we  are  now  building  up  than  any  previous 
Government  has  ever  shown  itself  to  be.  I 
will  challenge  the  members  of  the  Government 
which  demolished  the  old  Constitution  to  show 
what  single  thing  they  did  to  restore  to  the 
people  the  power  that  they  took  from  them.  Did 
they  propose  any  extension  of  the  franchise  P  Did 
they  propose  to  redistribute  the  seats  in  this 
House.  Did  they  propose  to  inaugurate  a  system 
of  real  local  self-government.  Did  they  propose  to 
have  triennial  Parliaments,  which  we  hear  they 
are  now  so  anxious  to  get.  No :  even  when  this 
Government  came  into  office  and  proposed  these 
measures  they  were  opposed  and  thwarted  in 
every  way.  Even  the  dissolution  to  which 
the  Government  were  fairly  entitled  was  refused ; 
and  to  this  wrong — it  is  a  fact  that  ought  to 
weigh  heavily  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Governor 
who  refused  the  dissolution  —  are  to  be  attri- 
buted the  evils  which  have  since  occurred.  The 
Premier  had  to  meet  a  House  in  every  respect 
hostile  to  him,  and  he  had  to  select  his  colleagues 
from  among  a  body  of  men  who  were  not  united 
among  themselves.  And  what  do  we  find  is  the 
result  ?  Errors  committed  by  these  individual 
members  of  the  Cabinet  are  laid  upon  the  head  of 
the  Premier  himself.  Of  course,  we  all  know 
that  the  Premier  must,  constitutionally,  be  held 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  Government  in- 
dividually and  collectively,  and  I  have  no  wish  at 
all  to  shield  him  from  that  responsibility  ;  but  I 
do  say  one  thing :  that,  knowing  that  for  the  acts 
of  extravagance,  acts  of  partial  appointments  to 
officer,  and  so  forth,  which  are  the  basis  of  the 
indictment  now  brought  forward — so  well  brought 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn — the  mem- 
ber of  the  Government  less  censurable  than  any- 
body is  the  Premier  himself.  I  am  sorry  indeed 
to  hear  from  all  sides  of  the  House  statements 
that  the  Premier  is  the  person  who  must  be  got 
rid  of  from  the  Ministry.  We  are  told,  "Oh, 
get  rid  of  Grey,  and  you  will  find  the  whole 
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tliine  will  be  right."  I  cannot  understand  it, 
and  it  makes  me  doubt  the  sincerity  of  some  of 
those  who  raise  the  crj,  and  beliere  that  there 
must  be  some  other  reason  than  that  of  anxiety 
for  liberal  measures,  as  they  would  have  us 
think.  I  should  like  to  refer  to  one  other  matter 
connected  with  a  late  Government,  a  very  late 
Gorernment :  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
no  doubt  will  know  the  Government  I  refer 
to.  It  made  a  great  impression  upon  my  mind, 
BO  great  an  impression  that  it  influenced  me 
greatly  in  forming  my  opinions.  It  was  a 
scene  that  occurred  upon  the  floor  of  this  House. 
The  Hon.  the  Premier,  as  Superintendent  of 
Auckland,  charged  the  GoTemment  with  illegal 
conduct  in  connection  with  certain  land  trans- 
actions, and  the  statements  of  that  gentleman 
were  denounced  as  untrue.  He  sent  a  telegram 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  to  learn  the 
particulars  at  the  official  source,  in  order  that  he 
might  substantiate  his  charges,  when  it  turned  out 
that  the  Goyemment,  at  the  moment  they  were 
denying  the  statements  on  the  floor  of  this  House, 
had  actually  despatched  a  telegram  prohibiting 
the  Goyemment  Agent  in  Auckland  from  giving 
the  information  desired.  That  is  the  pure  sort 
of  Government  we  are  asked  to  restore,  and  it 
is  the  party  who  could  do  such  things  that 
now  make  charges  against  this  Gorernment  and 
ask  us  to  act  on  those  charges.  The  honorable 
member  for  Selwyn  made  a  charge  that  the  Go- 
yemment used  the  steamers  in  a  most  improper 
way,  to  influence  votes  —  that  they  used  public 
property  for  electioneering  purposes;  and  the 
honorable  member  quoted  from  the  records  of  the 
Imperial ,  Parliament  a  resolution  which  set  out 
that  certain  conduct  was  highly  improper,  and 
altogether  subversive  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people— the  conduct  being  interference  by  Minis- 
ters with  parliamentary  elections.  I  was  very 
mucb  impressed  with  that,  and  thought  it  a 
most  proper  quotation,  until  I  looked  it  up,  and 
found  that  the  interference  so  stigmatized  was 
interference  by  the  Government  with  dockyard 
employes  to  coerce  them  to  vote  for  Government 
candidates.  Why,  there  is  not  the  shadow  of  a 
suspicion  of  anything  of  that  kind  against  the 
Government.  They  certainly  took  the  "Hinemoa" 
in  order  to  convey  the  Premier  to  Christchureh 
and  other  parts  of  the  colony  ;  but  does  that  jus- 
tify these  charges  of  corruption  ?  Then  it  was 
said  the  telegraph  had  been  brought  into  use  for 
electioneering  purposes ;  but  where  is  the  proof  ? 
One  little  miserable  telegram  is  alleged  to  have 
been  sent. 

An  Hon.  Mbubeb. — One  specimen. 
Mr.  MOSS.— An  honorable  member  calls  it  a 
"  specimen."  Well,  all  on  this  side  of  the  House 
are  disposed  to  believe  it  was  the  only  instance,  and 
I  challenge  any  honorable  member  to  prove  that 
there  were  any  more.  Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber give  us  the  sliehtest  ground  for  believing  it  is 
not  the  only  one  ?  Still,  I  must  say  it  took  me 
by  surprise.  I  cannot  understand  it,  and  know 
nothing  about  it.  But,  after  all,  these  charges 
are,  comparatively  speaking,  very  trivial— charges 
such  as  were  never  before  made  against  any  Go- 
vernment that  has  bad  in  its  charge  such  mea- 
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sures  as  this  Government  have  charge  of.  I  think, 
before  honorable  members  are  induced  to  give 
their  votes  against  the  Government  on  such 
charges  as  these,  even  if  true,  that  it  would  be  well 
to  ask  who  are  to  come  after — who  are  to  succeed 
those  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches.  That 
is  what  I  should  like  to  know.  Are  we  to  liave  a 
repetition  of  that  wretched  state  of  affairs  when 
one  man  directed  the  Assembly,  when  the  most 
base  influences  were  brought  into  play,  both  in- 
side and  outside  this  House,  if  opposition  was 
manifested  ?  I  am  personally  prepared  to  prove 
this,  if  any  honorable  members  will  put  me  upon 
the  proof.  I  can  prove  that  most  base  and  un- 
worthy influences  were  brought  to  bear  against 
newspaper  writers  who  opposed  the  Government, 
and  against  any  one  who  raised  his  voice  in  oppo- 
sition. I  ask,  are  we  to  have  a  repetition  of  that, 
or  are  we  to  have  a  Government  on  those  benches 
that  will  content  themselves  with  merely  profess- 
ing Liberalism  ?  Is  that  what  the  Liberal  party 
is  dividing  itself  for  ?  Honorable  members  need 
not  tell  me  that  this  party,  once  broken,  can  be 
brought  together  readily,  when  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment is  driven  from  those  benches.  When  a  new 
Government  once  gets  there,  and  is  possessed  of 
power,  it  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  dislodge  it. 
Mr.  SAUNDERS.— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  MOSS. —  Unless  their  following  is  com- 
posed of  men  like  the  honorable  member  for 
Cheviot,  who  come  into  the  House  as  supporters, 
and  then  vote  against  them.  But  even  that  pro- 
cess takes  time  J  and  I  ask  you,  when  we  are 
defeated— if  we  are  defeated— and  the  shattered 
members  of  the  Liberal  party  seek  reunion,  do 
you  suppose  that  will  be  an  easy  task  ?  I  confess 
I  look  forward  with  great  doubt  and  dislike  to 
the  prospect,  and  therefore  intend  to  give  a  hearty 
and  vx>rdial  vote  for  the  Government;  until,  at 
least,  we  have  allowed  them  to  avail  themselves 
of  this  the  flrst— the  very  first— opportunity  they 
have  had  to  carry  into  effect  the  policy  they  have 
so  long  promised  the  country. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— Sir,  I  think,  if  there  is  one 
point  which  must  have  struck  old  members  of 
the  House  with  considerable  surprise,  it  is  the 
remarkable  contrast  which  exists  between  the 
amendment  moved  by  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Selwyn,  and  that  moved  last  session 
by  the  then  leader  of  the  Opposition,  Sir  William 
Fox.  When  I  look  at  the  amendment  moved  to 
the  Address  in  Reply  last  session  by  the  then 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  find  that  no  policy  was 
then  indicated  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition.  The 
mind  of  the  Opijosition  was  then  a  tabula  rasa, 
susceptible  of  inscription  afterwards.  I  suppose 
it  was  going  to  be  educated.  But  now  we  see 
the  germ  of  a  policy  in  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn;  but  that 
policy  is  not  theirs :  it  is  ours.  I  congratulate 
the  Opposition  upon  havine  at  last  achieved 
something  like  a  policy,  although  it  is  rather 
an  appropriation  of  the  property  of  others. 
And  the  difference  tliat  exists  between  the 
amendment  of  my  honorable  friend  and  that 
of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  last  session  is 
that  the  amendment  of  Sir  William.  Fox  was  a 
sort  of  general  commination  of  the  Ministry.    Ik 
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ooDBigned  the  GoTemment  to  absolute  and  in- 
stant political  perdition.  The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Selwjn  is  rather  a  mild 
moral  lecture,  and  is  couched  in  terms  calculated 
to  lead  sinners  to  repentance:  it  really  holds  out 
to  us  a  sort  of  prospectire  purgatory.  Although 
we  may  be  surprised  at  this  important  difierence 
between  the  two  amendments,  we  hare  not  far  to 
go  to  seek  the  cause  of  it.  We  baTe,  since  last 
session,  undergone  the  process  of  what  is  called 
"going  to  the  country.  We  still  hare  a  Tivid 
recollection  of  that  ordeal ;  and  what  the  country 
insisted  upon  was  the  policy  indicated  in  the  Qto- 
Temor's  Speech  last  session.  That  was  impressed 
upon  the  minds  of  the  Opposition,  and  they  hare 
profited  thereby.  Then  the  yiolent  outcry  that 
was  raised  against  the  Government  last  session 
has  fallen  quite  flat  upon  the  ears  of  the  people  of 
the  country.  The  people  hare  annulled  the  rer- 
diet  on  appeal  to  them  during  the  elections.  I  say 
that,  if  the  people  belicTed  one  tithe  of  the  grare 
charges  which  were  leTcUed  against  the  Go?ern- 
ment  last  session,  there  would  not  now  be  a  ma- 
jority of  fourteen  against  us,  as  there  was  then, 
but  a  majority  of  forty.  And  I  ask,  do  the  most 
sanguine  members  of  the  Opposition  beliere  that 
there  will  be  a  majority  of  even  four  against  the 
Government  ?  I  believe  in  that  calculation  you 
mieht  read  the  word  "majority" — ^" minority." 
Where  are  the  fourteen  gentlemen  who  repre- 
sented the  majority  against  the  Government  last 
year  ?  They  have  disappeared.  They  have  gone 
to  the  countiy  and  there  they  have  remained. 
They  are  virtually  rusticated  from  Parliament. 
We  see,  then,  the  cause  of  this  difference  between 
the  two  amendments.  And  there  is  also  a  great 
difference  in  the  manner  of  their  introduction. 
The  speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui  last  session  was  almost  outrageous  in  the 
language  used,  while  the  speech  of  my  honor- 
able friend  the  member  for  Selwyn  was  quiet 
and  calm  to  a  degree  in  contrast  to  that  of  the 
preceding  leader  of  the  Opposition.  But,  Sir,  the 
amendment  of  my  honorable  friend  is  open  to 
criticism.  It  begins  by  saving,  "  We  are  prepared 
to  give  effect  to  the  liberal  measures  desired  by 
the  country."  What  does  that  mean?  It  means 
that  some  of  the  Opposition  will  be  reluctantly 
compelled  to  vote  against  their  convictions,  in 
order  to  keep  their  seats  in  Parliament  on  prin- 
ciples which  they  pretended  to  advocate  in  the 
speeches  that  gained  them  those  seats.  That  is 
not  satisfactory.  Then  we  come  to  the  censure 
of  the  Gt>vemment,  and  it  is,  that  the  Minis- 
try, "as  at  present  constituted,"  have  not  the 
confidence  of  the  House.  What  do  the  words 
"  as  at  present  constituted "  mean  ?  I  do  not 
suppose  this  House  could  have  confidence  in  a 
Ministry  "  as  not  at  present  constituted."  There- 
fore these  words  are  mtroduced  with  some  inten- 
tion. I  fail  to  find  any  precedent  for  the  use  of 
such  words,  excepting  in  the  case,  in  1866,  when 
the  present  honorable  member  for  Ashley  moyed  a 
want-of-confidence  motion  in  the  same  words — 
Mr.  Stafford  being  Premier  at  the  time.  What 
was  the  effect  of  that  motion  ?  The  effect  was, 
that  the  Premier  got  rid  of  three  or  four  of  his 
colleagues,  and  took  over  Mr.  Hall  and  two  or 


three  others  from  the  Opposition  side  to  form  a 
new  Ministry.  Does  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn  desire  a  similar  process  on  this  occasion  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — Certainly  not. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— Then  what  does  he  mean  ? 
Does  he  mean  that  he  wishes  to  displace  the  Pre- 
mier ?  If  so,  surely  he  has  sufficient  knowledge 
of  constitutional  practice  to  be  aware  that  if  he 
displaces  the  Premier  he  displaces  the  whole 
Ministry.  What,  then,  is  the  object  of  the  words 
"as  at  present  constituted"?  The  honorable 
gentleman,  in  order  to  catch  some  stray  votes,  has 
put  in  those  words ;  but  I  cannot  see  any  other 
object  in  them.  If  the  Premier  resigns,  the  whole 
Ministry  resigns,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn  says  he  does  not  want  to  come  over  with 
some  of  his  friends  and  join  the  Premier  on  these 
benches.  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  more  words 
with  regard  to  this  amendment.  It  is  to  me  quite 
a  new  phase  of  political  morality  for  a  great  party 
in  opposition  to  say  to  a  Government,  "  We  will 
take  your  places,  and  will  pass  your  policy."  I 
say  it  is  unprecedented,  and  inconsistent  with 
every  principle  that  should  govern  morality  in 
party  and  Parliament.  There  are  occasions  on 
which  the  party  in  power  are  pledged  to  adminis- 
ter the  measures  of  their  predecessors,  and  even 
to  pass  measures  proposed  by  their  predecessors  ; 
but  there  is  no  precedent,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  in 
the  history  of  any  constitutional  country,  for  an 
Opposition  to  say,  "We  vnll  turn  out  the  Go- 
vernment, and  then  we  will  adopt  their  policy 
and  pass  their  measures."  When  Sir  Bobert  Peel 
was  converted  to  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws  he 
was  in  power ;  but  what  did  he  do  ?  He  at 
once  resigned  office,  saying  it  was  proper  that 
Lord  John  Russell,  who  had  advocated  that 
measure,  should  liave  an  opportunity  of  form- 
ing a  Ministry  to  pass  it.  Lord  John  Russell 
was  unable  to  do  so,  and  Sir  Robert  Peel  came 
back  into  office,  and  passed  the  repeal  of  the  Corn 
Laws,  but  was  turned  out  of  office  immediately 
afterwards  for  holding  the  anomalous  position  of 
passing  the  measures  of  a  Government  to  which 
he  was  opposed.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  charges 
raised  by  the  honorable  gentleman  against  the 
Government,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on 
the  general  question.  I  ask,  if  the  Opposition 
come  into  power,  have  we  any  guarantee  or  reli- 
ance that  they  vrill  giro  practical  effect  to  the 
Liberal  policy?  How  are  the  people,  how  are  we 
here,  to  know  that  they  will  do  so?  We  know 
that  some  members  of  that  party  are  opposed 
to  the  extension  of  the  electoral  franchise ;  we 
know  that  some  of  them  are  against  triennial 
Parliaments ;  we  know  that  some  of  them  do  not 
believe  in  an  alteration  of  the  present  incidence  of 
taxation,  and  even  go  so  far  that  they  would  wish 
to  repeal  the  land-tax,  and  reimpose  the  duties  that 
have  been  reduced  on  the  necessaries  of  life  ;  we 
know  that  some  of  them  wish  the  present  system 
of  private  purchase  of  Native  land  to  go  on,  and 
be  even  more  unrestricted  than  it  is  at  present. 
We  also  know  that  there  are  some  of  them  who 
would  wish  to  see  local  government  minimized 
and  put  altogether  into  confusion  in  order  that 
they  might  have  one  central  body — one  Legis- 
lature—dealing with  all  matters  from  the  seat  of 
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GbTeniment.  I  ask,  Are  these  elements  which 
should  inspire  confidence  in  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  that  the  Opposition  who  now  seek 
power  would  do  justice  to  the  policy  on  which 
the  people  hare  set  their  hearts?  I  would  ask 
honorable  members — and  I  would  especially  ask 
new  members,  who  are  now  at  the  outset  of  their 
parliamentary  life,  when  a  false  step  more  than 
ever  may  compromise  the  public  usefulness  of 
their  future  career  —  to  ponder  well  concerning 
the  rote  they  are  about  to  gire.  If  they  dis- 
approre  of  the  policy,  then  let  them  reject  the 
policy  and  reject  its  authors.  But,  if  they  ap- 
proTe  of  its  principles,  do  not  let  them  sacri^ce 
the  policy  to  any  personal  feeling  of  prejudice 
against  its  authors.  I  ask  them  not  to  send  the 
sheep-dogs  to  the  forest,  and  bring  in  the  wolres 
to  watch  the  fold.  What  would  you  do  in 
prirate  life?  Would  you  place  a  precious  and 
cherished  charse  in  alien  and  suspicious  hands  ? 
Would  you  ask  Brigham  Young  to  take  charge 
of  your  wires,  or  Mr.  Squeers  to  educate  your 
children?  Well,  then,  I  say,  show  the  same 
soUcitude  for  public  interests.  Do  not  imperil, 
do  not  emasculate,  this  policy  by  intrusting  it 
to  the  sinister  charge  of  a  party  half  of  which 
cannot  agree  with  its  principles  and  half  of 
which  has  no  faith  in  its  merits.  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  charges  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  made  against  the  Goremment,  and  I 
must  say,  with  regard  to  those  charges,  that  they 
are  less  like  articles  of  impeachment  than  like 
some  scandal  picked  out  of  the  gossip  of  a  Sunday 
newspaper.  They  are  more  like  some  miscel- 
laneous lot  of  articles  put  up  to  auction.  But, 
Sir,  as  far  as  they  go,  I  will  refer  to  some  of  them. 
I  haye  seen  something  of  Ministries  in  my  life, 
and  I  will  guarantee,  in  a  day,  with  a  pair  of 
scissors  and  the  Blue  Books,  to  frame  a  much  more 
formidable  indictment  against  any  Ministry  which 
has  held  office  for  at  least  a  year — not  excepting 
the  Ministry  of  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn  was  a  distinguished  member  for  three 
years.  I  will  take,  first,  the  expense  of  steamers. 
Now,  1  ask  honorable  gentlemen  who  know  any- 
thing about  it — and  I  speak  on  this  subject  with- 
out any  personal  concern,  as  I  have  not,  since  I 
hare  been  a  Minister,  travelled  in  either  of  the 
Government  steamers — I  ask  any  one  who  knows 
what  Ministerial  duties  are,  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  a  Minister  always  travellirir  iu  the  ordi- 
nary coastal  steamers  ?  Take  the  East  Coast,  for 
instance.  Suppose  a  Minister  has  to  go  to  Napier 
and  be  engaged  there  for  a  day,  and  then  has  to 
go  to  Poverty  Bay,  and  perhaps  on  to  the  East 
Cape  and  to  Auckland.  Very  well :  if  he  takes 
an  ordinary  steamer,  it  will  land  him  at  Napier, 
but  will  not  wait  long  enough  to  enable  him  to 
transact  his  business  and  go  on  to  Poverty  Bay  ; 
and  he  will  have  to  remain  in  Napier,  doing 
nothing,  for  a  week,  until  another  steamer  comes 
up  the  coast.  Then,  again,  the  steamer  may  not 
•tav  at  Poverty  Bay  more  than  three  or  four  hours, 
and  perhaps  the  Minister  may  be  unable  to  go  on, 
and  may  have  to  remain  thei-e  for  several  days ; 
and  the  same  thing  may  happen  at  the  East  CA|>e. 
I  sa?  Uiatauy  man  who  has  had  any  experience  of 
the  duties  of  a  Minisler  ought  to  be  well  a wa»  that 
Mr,  eUhorn4 


it  is  generally  much  cheaper  to  use  the  '*  Stella" 
and  the  "  Hinemoa**  than  to  take  passages  in  the 
ordinary  coastal  steamers.  Then  I  come  to  the 
question  of  Native  affairs.  It  is  said  that  Na- 
tive affairs  are  in  a  worse  position  now  than  they 
were  in  1877,  when  the  present  Ministry  came 
into  office.  Now  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit 
that.  It  does  not  follow  because  the  outward 
symptoms  of  the  Native  difficulty  are  more 
manifest  now  in  a  point  of  view  which  is  in- 
jurious to  the  country,  that  therefore  Native 
affairs  are  in  a  worse  position  than  thej  wer» 
when  the  symptoms  were  concealed.  An  internal 
disease  is  often  much  more  dangerous  than  an 
external  one,  although  the  symptoms  of  the  ex- 
ternal one  may  be  more  manifest  than  those  of 
the  internal  one.  The  proper  and  just  com- 
parison would  be  to  say  what  would  have  been 
the  state  of  Native  affairs  now  if  they  had  been 
continued  to  be  intrusted  to  the  hands  of  the 
preceding  Ministry  ?  That  is  a  proper  compari- 
son to  make  ;  and  I  say,  after  my  experience  of 
these  two  years  which  have  passed,  that  I  be- 
lieve, if  the  Grey  Ministry  had  not  succt^ed  to 
office,  we  should  have  been  in  a  much  worse 
position  than  we  are  now  with  regard  to  Native 
affairs.  I  believe  we  should  have  had  a  war  on 
the  West  Coast ;  and  what  war  means  has  been 
very  well  described  by  preceding  speakers.  Then, 
Sir,  with  regard  to  this  very  West  Coast, 
what  is  the  Government  blamed  for?  The  late 
Gorernment  ordered  the  survey  of  the  Waimate 
Plains  to  be  made.  This  Government  gave  in- 
structions for  that  survey  to  be  postponed  until 
they  made  further  inquiries.  They  made  those 
inquiries,  and  then  ordered  the  survey  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  Then  the  surveyors  were  turned 
off  the  plains,  and  a  disturbance  occurred.  But 
are  the  Government  blamed  for  delaying  the 
order  of  their  predecessors;  or  are  they  blamed 
for  putting  the  surveyors  on  afterwards  ?  They 
cannot  be  blamed  for  both.  Either  they  were 
premature  in  putting  the  surveyors  on  the  plains, 
or  they  were  too  cautious  in  delaying  or  withhold- 
ing the  order  of  their  predecessors ;  but  they 
could  not  be  too  cautious  and  too  premature  at 
the  same  time,  and  therefore  one  charge  counter- 
acts the  other.  Then,  with  regard  to  Te  Whiti : 
What  is  the  fact?  There  are  150  fighting  men 
in  prison,  who,  I  beUeve,  but  for  the  judicious 
conduct  of  the  Native  Minister  and  the  Premier, 
would  have  been  fighting  against  us.  Tliose  men 
may  perhaps  in  future  be  usefully  employed  in 
the  interests  of  the  country,  and  in  a  more 
advantageous  manner  than  they  would  have  been 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  action  of  the  Gtovem- 
ment.  At  all  events  they  are  now  restrained 
from  fighting  against  us.  The  next  point  is 
that  of  finance.  The  Premier  was  blamed  for 
not  making  an  elaborate  Financial  Statement  last 
session.  It  was  at  the  particular  request  of  the 
tlien  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  he  did  not 
make  an  elaborate  Financial  Statement.  But  he 
made  such  a  Statement  as  he  thought  right ;  and 
he  accompanied  it  with  tables  which  showed  the 
position  of  the  country. —  (No.) — They  would 
show  the  position  to  any  one  who  would  take  the 
trouble  to  exsmine  them.    In  reference  to  the 
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important  part  of  the  financial  question,  it  ia 
conceded  by  my  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  Selwyn  that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
made  a  lucid  and  satisfactory  Statement.  Well, 
that  is  the  Statement  which  people  at  Home  look 
at.  They  -want  to  know  what  our  railways  pay. 
They  do  not  want  to  see  departmental  details 
which  are  contained  in  an  ordinary  Financial 
Statement ;  they  look  to  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment. After  all,  it  is  not  what  the  Colonial 
Treaauper  says  that  is  of  importance,  but  the 
tables  and  returns ;  and  the  position  of  the  colony 
is  gathered  from  those  returns,  and  from  the 
newspapers,  and  what  people  write  about  the 
ooontrj.  These  are  what  the  capitalists  in 
England  judge  from,  and  not  from  what  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  of  the  day  happens  to  say 
in  his  Financial  Statement.  Then,  Sir,  I  come 
to  the  charge  about  G-orernment  advertisements, 
and  I  think  that  my  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  Selwyn  must  regret  that  he  spoke  as  he  did 
on  this  subject.  In  one  breath  the  honorable 
gentleman  spoke  of  the  Press  as  the  palladium  of 
colonial  rights,  and  in  another  breath  he  cha- 
racterized it  as  a  yenal  and  degraded  Press,  whose 
patriotism  was  to  be  gauged  by  the  price  of  a  few 
GK>?ernment  adTcrtisements.  I  think  it  is  really 
derogatory  to  himself,  and  derogatory  to  the 
public  Press  of  New  Zealand,  that  he  should  make 
such  an  accusation.  What  a  colonial  palladium 
it  would  be !  A  palladium  that  could  be  hawked 
about  and  sold  by  auction  to  any  GoTemment 
that  chose  to  bid  a  few  pounds  worth  of  ad- 
Tertisements !  Why,  Sir,  the  constituencies  of 
this  country  hare  returned  many  joumahsts  to 
this  House.  It  is  an  insult  to  those  gentle- 
men, and  a  libel  upon  them  and  upon  the  papers 
which  are  under  their  charge,  to  say  that  they 
would  be  influenced,  either  in  their  action  in  this 
House  or  in  the  conduct  of  their  papers,  by  any 
bribe  the  Goremment  might  offer  in  the  shape 
of  a  few  paltry  adTcrtisements.  And,  Sir,  the 
honorable  gentleman  seems  to  have  a  mean 
opinion  of  constituencies  which  return  members 
to  support  the  Goyemment.  He  spoke  of  myself, 
and  of  the  constituency  I  represent.  I  pckss  by 
the  remarks  which  he  made  in  reference  to 
myself,  as  I  think  they  were  made  in  the  spirit 
of  good-humoured  raillery.  I  do  not  suppose 
he  meant  to  impute  to  me  that  I  was  guilty  of 
political  corruption,  or  that  my  constituents  were 
corropt,  or  that  he  meant  to  convey  that  impres- 
non.  But  I  must  protest  against  my  oonstitu- 
encT  being  represented  as  having  returned  me 
without  opposition  because  I  turned  the  sod  of 
the  first  section  of  the  Mikonui  Water-race.  The 
honorable  gentleman  talked  of  my  constituency 
aa  being  a  very  small  one.  But  he  must  remem- 
ber that  a  mining  constituency  is  not  represented 
by  the  mere  names  on  the  roU.  There  are  many 
miners  who  vote  by  virtue  of  their  miners'  rights. 
Their  names  do  not  appear  on  the  roll,  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  cannot  judge  of  the  size  of 
the  oonstit^aency  by  merely  seeing  the  roll. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  did  not  say  the  number  on  the 
roll.    I  said  that  the  population  was  only  2,600. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— 1  thought  the  honorable 
ftntlenuui  mm  refsrring  to  the  number  on  the 


roll.  But  he  made  another  mistake.  Ross  is  one 
centre ;  but  there  is  another  large  centre — Wood- 
stock— quite  unconnected  with  Boss,  and  there  are 
other  centres  of  population  in  the  district  also 
unconnected  with  Boss;  and,  if  the  electors  in 
any  centre  had  been  dissatisfied  with  my  parlia- 
mentary conduct,  nothing  could  have  been  easier 
for  them  than  to  have  put  a  candidate  up  in 
opposition  to  me.  But  what  I  want  to  protest 
8 gainst  is  the  imputation  made  against  my  con- 
stituents that  they  were  actuated  by  mercenary 
motives.  I  went,  two  and  a  half  years  ago,  to 
that  constituency  and  contested  it,  on  very  short 
notice,  and  as  a  complete  stranger,  and  not  as  a 
Government  candidate,  and  I  was  opposed  by  two 
local  residents  who  were  necessarily  better  ac- 
quainted than  I  was  with  the  local  wants,  and  more 
interested  in  them ;  and  I  was  returned  by  a  large 
majority.  And  I  say,  on  behalf  of  that  constitu- 
ency, that  there  is  no  more  intelligent  or  honor- 
able constituency  in  New  Zealand.  I  wish  to 
refer  to  another  remark  the  honorable  gentleman 
made,  and  which  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear.  He 
made  an  iniputation,  as  I  understood,  against  the 
Returning  Officer  for  being  present  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  turning  of  the  first  sod  of  the  Mikonui 
Water-race.  Now,  the  Returning  Officer  is  Dr. 
Giles,  than  whom  there  is  no  more  honorable  and 
able  gentleman  in  the  Civil  Service.  He  was 
Under  Secretary  for  Lands  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont, 
and  now  holds  a  high  judicial  office ;  and  he  is 
universally  respected  in  the  district  in  which 
he  lives.  I  say  there  can  be  no  imputation 
against  Dr.  Giles  for  being  present  on  the  occa- 
sion referred  to.  It  was  the  inauguration  of  an 
important  public  work ;  there  was  no  party  ques- 
tion involved ;  and  Dr.  Giles  said  nothing  at  all 
on  that  occasion — and  I  was  close  to  him — ^whioh 
could  be  in  any  way  imputed  to  him  as  a  fault. 
It  is  a  very  curious  thing  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  should  show  his  appreciation  of  the 
Civil  Service  by  making  undeserved  imputations 
against  one  of  its  most  eminent  and  distinguished 
officers.  With  regard  to  the  Civil  Service,  what 
charge  did  the  honorable  gentleman  make  asainst 
the  Premier?  That  during  the  course  of  two 
years  one  person,  Mr.  Luckie,  has  been  appointed 
to  a  special  office — ^that  is,  as  Commissioner  of  In- 
surance— and  that  an  old  Civil  servant  was  not 
appointed.  Why,  I  could  mention  four  or  five 
instances  in  which  the  Ministry  of  which  my 
honorable  friend  was  a  member  put  persons 
who  had  no  claims  upon  the  Civil  Service  right 
above  the  heads  of  Civil  servants — persons  who 
had  no  claim  to  anything  at  all.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose the  honorable  gentleman  wishes  me  to  name 
a  case.  Well,  Sir,  under  these  circumstances 
some  allowance  should  be  made.  Surely  the 
errors  of  judgment — if  they  are  errors  of  judg- 
ment— of  a  Ministry  which  has  been  only  two 
years  in  office  should  not  be  charged  against 
them  as  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours.  Then 
I  come  to  the  charge  relative  to  the  care  of  the 
lunatics.  It  was  said  that  the  lunatics  in  the 
asylums  of  the  colony  had  been  greatly  neg- 
lected. Why,  Sir,  what  was  the  condition  of 
these  asylums   when  they  were   handed   over 
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to  the  Ministry  ?  It  was  worse  than  at  present. 
When  I  came  into  the  House  two  years  ago 
I  myself  aslted  a  question  about  the  asylums, 
and  I  found  that,  out  of  the  money  actually  appro- 
priated by  the  House  for  their  maintenance  and 
management,  the  Goyernment  of  the  honorable 
memW  for  Egmont  had  sayed  £19,000,  which 
they  claimed  as  a  reduction  of  expenditure.  The 
money  which  they  ought  to  haye  spent,  but  did 
not  spend,  they  claimed  as  a  saying.  Now,  just 
let  the  House  mark  the  difference  in  circum- 
stances. Instead  of  saying  £19,000,  the  present 
Ooyemment  has  contracts  in  hand  to  the  ex- 
tent of  £50,000  for  the  improyement  of  the 
lunatic  asylums.  I  come  then  to  the  question 
of  the  telegrams.  The  honorable  gentleman  has 
pounced  upon  one  stray  telegram,  which  it  seems 
was  not  paid  for ;  but  has  he  any  ground  for  say- 
ing that  the  Ministry  as  a  whole  haye  despatched 
their  electioneering  telegrams  at  the  public  ex- 
pense ?  I  can  say  at  once  and  without  hesitation 
that  erery  telegram  connected  with  my  election 
was  paid  for  by  me,  and  I  feel  confident  that  I 
can  make  the  same  statement  on  behalf  of  my 
colleagues :  at  all  eyents,  they  are  here  to  speu: 
for  themselves.  Therefore  that  charge  falls  to 
the  ground.  To  lead  the  House  to  believe  that  it 
was  a  permanent  practice  on  the  part  of  Minis- 
ters to  forward  electioneering  telegrams  at  the 
cost  of  the  public  is  a  muleading  statement  which 
ought  not  to  haye  been  made  upon  insufficient 
grounds.  I  was  perfectly  well  aware  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  report  of  the  Telegraph  Committee 
of  1871,  and  acted  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  of  that  Committee.  Well,  Sir, 
I  will  not  delay  the  House  any  longer.  I  will 
only  say,  in  reference  to  this  great  impeachment, 
that  it  really  resolves  itself  into  a  personal  attack 
upon  the  Premier.  It  originated  m  a  feeling  of 
spite  on  the  part  of  some,  because  he  has  roused 
the  country  to  a  sense  of  its  rights,  and  because 
he  rudely  awakened  a  slumbering  Ministry.  I 
say  it  is  due  to  my  honorable  f ciend  that  this 
liberal  policy  is  now  in  the  position  in  which  it 
is  in  the  popular  mind.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
his  efforts  we  should  have  heard  very  little  about 
the  policy  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  we 
should  have  heard  nothing  at  all  about  it  on  the 
other.  Well,  Sir,  the  Opposition  have  been  com- 
pelled to  advocate  this  policy,  and  in  expiation  of 
their  inconsistency  they  wish  now  to  sacrifice  the 
author  of  the  poUcy.  My  honorable  friend  can 
well  afford  to  be  indifferent  to  such  attacks,  for  in 
vindication  of  his  public  character  he  can  well 
appeal  from  the  clamorous  and  cavilling  criticism 
of  to-day  to  the  judicial  verdict  of  posterity.  In 
after-generations  the  name  of  my  honorable  friend 
will  stand  high  in  the  catalogue  of  statesmen. 
During  a  long  course  of  public  life  it  has  been 
his  happy  lot  to  fulfil  successfully  two  distinct 
characters  —  two  characters  which,  so  far  as  I 
know,  have  never  before  been  combined  in  one 
individual.  For  nearly  twenty-five  years,  as  the 
representative  of  the  Sovereign,  he  has  rendered 
eminent  services  to  outlying  portions  of  the 
British  Empire ;  these  services  are  imperishably 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  South  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  and  South  Africa :  and  in  his  maturer 
Jfr.  CHshom§ 


years,  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  he  has 
devoted  his  great  ability,  not  to  the  acquisition 
of  wealth,  not  to  the  achievement  of  personal 
distinction,  but  to  the  improvement  of  the  politi- 
cal  and  social  condition  of  his  fellow-men :  not 
men  who  are  to  be  found  among  the  titled,  the 
wealthy,  and  the  powerful,  but  men  who  compose 
the  masses  of  the  people — whose  life,  from  the 
cradle  to  the  grave,  is  as  a  rule  a  continuous  series 
of  privation  and  suffering.  I  hear  some  honor- 
able gentlemen  laugh.  This  may  be  a  ludicrous 
matter  to  them,  but  I  say  that  the  efforts  of  my 
honorable  friend  have  been  successful  in  giving  a 
strong  onward  impetus  to  a  movement  which  is 
now  agitating  mankind.  I  believe  the  outcome 
of  that  movement  will  sooner  or  later  regenerate 
the  civilized  world.  It  does  not  invade  rights ; 
it  only  redresses  wrongs.  Without  that  move- 
ment civilization  can  only  become  rotten  to  the 
core — a  mere  whited  sepulchre.  That  moyement 
involves  mighty  issues.  The  object  of  that  move- 
ment is  to  obhterate  as  far  as  possible  the  pain- 
ful, the  calamitous  conflict  whicn,  throughout  the 
civilized  world,  preyails  between  the  concentrated 
accumulation  of  inordinate  wealth  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  general  diffusion  of  abject  poverty 
on  the  other.  The  object  of  that  movement  is 
to  adjust  the  relations  of  capital  and  labour — 
those  gigantic  agencies  in  the  conduct  of  human 
affairs  —  so  that  neither  shall  vex  or  oppose 
the  other,  but  that  both  jointly  shall  work  to- 
gether in  securing  the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number.  The  object  of  that  moyement 
IS  to  minimize  pauperism,  to  bring  contentment  to 
every  home,  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  to  establish  all  over  the  worid  liberal  and 
humane  government.  Sir,  engaged  in  that  heroic 
work  my  honorable  friend  can  well  afford  to  re- 
gard with  indifference  passing  misrepresentation 
and  obloquy.  They  are  as  the  dust  of  his  chariot- 
wheels.  I  trust  my  honorable  (nend  may  liye  to 
reap  the  reward  of  his  labours  in  seeing  gratitude 
**  smiling  in  a  nation's  eyes."  I  feel  sure  that  his 
public  services  will  have  materially  contributed 
to  raise  a  monument  of  good  which  lapse  of  time 
can  only  strengthen  and  enlarge,  and  that  he  will 
leave  behind  him  a  name  which  will  be  held  in 
grateful  remembrance  in  the  hearts  of  thousands 
of  sons  of  toil,  as  the  name  of  one  who  was  the 
champion  of  their  cause  when  that  cause  found 
but  little  favour  and  much  hostility  in  high 
places — as  of  one  who  has  eloquently  asserted  in 
their  behalf  the  sacred  principles  of  freedom  and 
of  justice. 

Mr.  DICK.— I  have  listened  with  a  great  deal 
of  interest  to  the  speeches  delivered  during  the 
present  debate,  and  I  observe  that  the  Northern 
members  espedally  seem  to  be  well  informed  as  to 
what  is  goin^  on,  and  to  make  a  strong  defence 
of  the  Ministry.  The  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East,  though  a  young  member, 
seems  to  know  a  great  deal  about  what  has  been 
done.  He  gives  us  his  opinions  in  abundance  of 
words,  and  perhaps  says  almost  too  much.  He 
seemed  as  it  he  had  something  of  a  little  im- 
portance to  tell  us;  and,  in  fact,  he  rather 
alarmed  a  young  member  like  myself.  He  tdd 
us  that  in  a  session  or  two,  when  certain  Bills 
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were  passed,  we  should  probably  have  to  go  back 
to  our  constituents,  and  that  if  we  failed  to  sup- 
port the  Ministry  we  should  be  sent  to  the  quiet 
retirement  of  our  homes,  and  never  be  allowed  lo 
show  our  faces  here  again.  I  Iiope  that  he  is 
mistaken  ;  but,  if  he  is  not,  I  must  run  the  risk  of 
the  solemn  threat  which  he  has  given,  and  ven- 
ture, not  onlj  to  TotCi  but  to  speak  iu  opposition 
to  tbe  Government  as  at  present  constituted. 
The  honorable  member  also  referred  to  certain 
Katire  matters,  which  I  am  not  thoroughly  up 
in,  but  which  I  venture  to  bave  an  opinion  upon, 
notwithstanding  that  I  am  a  Southern  member.* 
I  tbink  he  did  an  injustice  to  the  Opposition  in 
telling  us  that  when  Mini:>ters  went  to  difiereut 
parts  of  the  country  iu  order  to  settle  dis- 
turbances amongst  the  Natives  it  was  found  that 
members  or  delegates  of  the  Opposition  were 
there  to  interfere  with  and  upset  the  work 
which  the  Government  undertook.  If  the  papers 
report  rightly  it  is  not  so.  There  are  persons 
who  are  called  land-jobbers,  who,  I  believe,  do 
get  in  there  occasionally,  and  upset,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  the  work  of  Ministers  when  they  are 
trying  to  set  the  country  right ;  but  I  do  not 
tbink  it  is  fair  to  charge  such  a  thing  as  that  upon 
honorable  members  of  the  Opposition.  Now,  in 
reference  to  those  Native  affairs,  I  have  been 
watching  with  some  interest  what  has  been  going 
on  recently  in  I'egard  to  them.  I  know  that  a 
short  time  ago  there  was  an  effort  made  to  reach 
the  Native  King,  and  to  induce  him  to  be  guided 
by  the  advice  and  teaching  of  the  Premier  and  the 
Native  Minister.  Watching  the  progress  of  that 
afiair,  I  think  our  Government,  with  the  Premier 
and  his  supporter,  did  not  do  themselves  or  the 
country  justice  in  hanging  on  and  using  all  sorts 
of  humble  efforts  to  reach  the  King  Natives  and 
to  get  a  little  talk  with  them.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  a  better  and  more  successful  course  would 
have  been  to  have  kept  entirely  aloof  from  the 
Natives,  to  have  '  taken  no  notice  whatever  of 
them,  and  then  to  have  allowed  them  to  hold  a 
meeting  and  go  away  home  again.  However,  the 
Premier  seemed  to  think  otherwise,  and  got 
amongst  them.  So  far  as  his  action  after  that 
goeS|  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  to  condemn 
it.  I  think  he  acted  riglitly  in  the  position 
he  took  up  in  withdrawing  from  them,  and  in 
a  determined  manner  giving  them  notice  that 
the  proposed  arrangements  were  withdrawn.  But 
I  think  the  subsequent  course  taken  by  the 
Gk>veiiiment  was  undigniffed  anjl  unfair,  in  taking 
bold  of  a  chief  as  they  did,  flattering  liim, 
spending  money  upon  liim,  and  treating  him  as 
they  would  not  have  treated  any  European  of 
the  highest  class— making  the  Natives  believe 
that  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  make  a  disturbance 
first,  and  then  become  our  friends,  when  they 
would  be  sure  to  be  tenderly  treated,  flattered, 
and  have  mouey  spent  upon  them  to  ony  amount. 
1  do  not  know  how  this  chief  Rewi  will  get  on  ; 
but  I  venture  to  say  that  such  a  course  as  that  is 
a  jerj  profitable  one  for  Native  chiefs.  It  will 
probably  not  be  long  before  he  has  another  excuse 
for  getting  at  variance  with  the  Gorernment,  in 
order  that  he  may  have  a  few  more  thousands 
spent  apon  him,  in  order  that  he  may  again 
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be  flattered  by  Premiers  and  Natire  Ministers 
showing  him  round  as  they  did  the  other  day, 
with  telegrams  about  him  flying  all  over  the 
country,  making  a  noise  about  him  as  if  he  were 
superior  to  Kings,  Governors,  Premiers,  and  every 
one  else  in  the  colony.  Then,  after  that,  there 
was  naturally  a  disturbance  on  the  West  Coast, 
and  the  Native  Minister  went  down  to  settle  that 
matter.  Iu  that  case  there  was,  I  think,  a  tery 
marked  want  of  decision  and  of  firm  action.  I 
do  not  profess  to  know  anything  about  how  these 
things  should  be  carried  on,  but,  judging  from 
the  telegmms  in  the  newspapers  that  reached 
us,  and  from  what  appeared  to  be  the  proper 
course,  I  think  that,  instead  of  waiting  until  the 
Natives  began  plougliing  the  land  and  obeying 
Te  Whiti,  the  more  honorable  and  courageous 
course  would  have  been  to  humour  Te  Whiti 
in  his  desire  for  martyrdom,  by  arresting  him 
instead  of  those  poor  fellows  who  obeyed  his 
commands,  by  bringing  him  to  Wellington,  and 
by  keeping  him  here  until  matters  were  quiet 
on  the  West  Coast.  Of  course  I  am  not  skilled 
in  these  concerns ;  but  that  seemed  quite  a  simple 
thing  to  do  in  order  to  put  matters  right.  Native 
matters  generally  seem  to  be  in  a  sort  of  confused 
and  unsettled  condition,  which  does  not  support 
altogether  the  claim  which  those  honorable  gentle- 
men make  to  have  the  management  of  Native 
affairs.  We  know  that  the  Premier  has  for  many 
years  considered  himself  a  great  power  amongst 
the  Natives.  We  remember  that,  when  the  war  at 
Waitara  broke  out  in  1860,  the  Premier  was  at  the 
Cape,  and  as  soon  as  the  news  reached  him  we  are 
told  he  sent  word  to  the  English  Government 
offering  his  services  to  come  to  this  country  to 
put  that  war  down  and  settle  the  Native  question 
entirely  for  the  future.  He  did  come ;  he  waa 
appointed  Gt)vernor  of  the  country  for  the  second 
time  ;  and  he  probably  did  something  as  6K)Vimor 
towards  settling  the  Native  question.  I  will  not 
for  one  moment  refuse  him  what  is  his  due  at 
Governor  of  this  colony,  but  I  think  he  has  not  at 
Prime  Minister,  and  in  company  with  the  Native 
Minif>tcr,  displayed  that  decision  and  that  clear- 
ness of  action  which  we  might  bare  expected 
from  his  long  experience,  aud  from  his  warm 
desire  to  do  justice  lo  the  Native  question. 
The  honorable  member  who  spoke  last  com- 
plimented the  Premier,  and  told  us  how  his 
name  would  go  down  to  posterity  in  the  most 
glowing  colours  that  could  possibly  be  con- 
ceived. I  will  not  say  how  the  Premier's  name 
will  go  down  to  posterity.  I  hope  all  his  evil 
deeds  will  be  buried  with  his  bones,  and  that  his 
good  deeds  only  will  live  after  him ;  but  I  do 
think  that  posterity  would  have  had  a  better  ac- 
count of  him  if  he  had  never  departed  from  his 
position  as  Governor.  If  he  had  never  taken  hit 
position  on  the  floor  of  this  House^and  had  never 
taken  an  active  and,  to  my  thinking,  an  unsuc- 
cessful part  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  country^-if  he  had  never  taken  a  position 
beneath  that  of  Governor — his  memory  would 
have  been  more  respected,  and  his  action  more 
completely  such  as  men  would  consider  right. 
When  the  honorable  gentleman  took  office  nearly 
two  years  ago,  I  confess  I  heard  it  with  somo 
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degree  of  satisfaction,  because  I  had  previouelj 
read  of  the  wonderful  things  he  was  going  to  per- 
form, in  the  waj  of  improving  the  affairs  of  this 
country,  reducing  the  expenditure,  and  in  every 
respect  making  his  a  model  Qovernment,  and 
this  country  a  model  country  for  the  whole  world 
to  look  at.  But  I  find  that  it  has  been  rather 
the  reverse,  and  that  after  two  years  the  honor- 
able member  has  failed  to  carry  out  most  of 
those  promises  which  he  made  to  the  House. 
We  were  informed  before  he  took  office  that  he 
would  reduce  the  expenditure  of  the  country  by 
£100,000  in  a  very  short  time — that  if  he  were 
permitted  to  retire  for  half-an-hour  he  would 
come  back  with  the  estimates  reduced  to  that 
extent.  When  I  read  tha^,  I  thought  that  surely 
be  was  the  Premier  that  the  countir  needed ; 
because  we  had  been  spending  very  freely,  and 
getting  into  debt  more  and  more.  It  struck 
me  tliat,  if  he  could  reduce  the  expenditure 
in  such  a  way,  there  must  really  be  tremen- 
dous extravagance  somewhere.  Well,  now  we 
find  there  has  been  no  reduction.  We  find 
that,  although  the  former  Government  chastised 
us  with  whips,  this  G-ovemraent  has  chastised  us 
with  scorpions.  The  expenditure  on  the  Civil 
Service  and  the  outlay  for  the  management  of 
the  country  have  become  greater  and  greater. 
The  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
tells  us  that  that  must  be  so,  that  no  Government 
can  reduce  the  expenditure,  and  that  any  GoTcm- 
ment  coming  in  will  still  increase  the  expenditure. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that,  but  I  am  prepared 
to  say  that,  when  honorable  members  make  pro- 
mises that  if  they  are  put  upon  the  Government 
benches  they  will  completely  and  successfullv 
reduce  the  expenditure,  we  have  a  right  to  look 
to  them  to  perform  tlieir  promises,  and  if  they 
fail  to  do  so  we  have  a  right  to  sav,  We  shall 
not  follow  you  any  further.  Tlien  the  Premier, 
when  out  of  ofilce,  talked  a  great  deal  about  the 
"  Hinemoa  "  and  otlier  vessels.  His  late  Treasurer 
also  stated  that  that  vessel  or  another  would  be 
sold  very  quickly.  To-day  I  asked  what  had  been 
done  in  the  matter,  and  we  were  informed  that 
those  vessels  were  absolutely  needed  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  country.  I  am  not  quite  up  in  the 
affairs  of  the  country  in  that  respect,  but,  after 
watching  the  course  of  the  "  Hinemoa,"  it  seems 
to  me  that  a  ^er'^  great  part  of  her  time  is  occu- 
pied not  in  taking  troops,  or  for  other  purposes 
connected  with  the  service  of  the  country,  but 
in  taking  Ministers,  and  especially  the  Premier, 
while  engaged  in  doing  services  to  their  party. 
I  remember  that  at  the  time  when  tbere  was  some 
demand  for  the  steanier  on  behalf  of  His  Excel- 
lency she  seemed  somehow  or  other  to  find  her 
way  up  to  a  small  island  near  Auckland,  and  to 
remain  there  for  an  extraordinary  length  of  time. 
Then,  Sir,  I  was  disappointed  to  find  that  the 
"  Stella"  brought  the  honorable  gentleman  down 
south  at  the  time  I  was  trying  to  get  in  for  the 
City  of  Duncdin.  I  really  began  to  fear  that  my 
chances  of  getting  in  were  in  danger,  because 
it  was  threatened — at  least,  almost  threatened — 
that  we  should  be  tunied  to  the  right-about  if 
we  did  not  support  his  views.  He  went  to  Inver- 
oargill,  and  there,  I  am  informed,  he  sueceeded 
Ur,  Biol* 


in  reducing  the  majority  of  the  gentleman  who 
is  returned  to  represent  that  town.  He  then  came 
to  Dunedin.  I  do  not  know  what  the  effect  of 
his  address  there  was ;  but  I  know  that  on  the 
Saturday  erening  he  gave  us  his  views  at  a  public 
meeting,  and  on  the  Sunday  morning  he  took  a 
special  train  for  Lyttelton.  I  know  that  from 
there  the  steamer  carried  him  north,  and  at 
such  a  rate  that  it  has  been  unfit  for  anything 
since.  That  seems  to  be  the  work  which  the 
"  Hinemoa"  is  intended  to  do,  and,  if  so,  I  agree 
with  the  opinion  of  the  Premier  when  he  was  in 
opposition,  that  that  vessel  ought  to  be  sold.  I 
was  disappointed  and  grieved  to  hear  the  honor- 
able gentleman  last  night  say  that  he  would  do 
the  same  thing  again  if  he  had  the  opportunity. 
I  do  not  know  how  the  honorable  member  can 
square  it  with  his  conscience  to  use  the  pn>perty 
of  the  country  to  go  on  electioneering  tours,  and 
to  try  and  advance  what  he  calls  the  liberal 
opinions  of  his  party.  But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  best  what  is  really  right  according  to 
his  own  conscience.  I  hope  that,  if  this  is  his 
view,  he  will  very  soon  not  have  the  power  to 
carry  it  out  again  —  Uiat  he  will  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  taming  the  electors  with  shame 
and  sorrow  from  the  liberal  principles  which  he 

Erof esses  to  advocate.  I  say  that  more  injury 
as  been  done  to  the  Liberal  cause  by  such  courses 
as  these  than  can  be  possibly  conceived.  I,  for 
one,  though  a  Liberal,  have  through  such  proceed- 
ings as  tliese  been  turned  from  being  willing  to 
support  the  honorable  gentleman  who  is  now  at 
the  head  of  the  Government.  Then  wo  have,  as 
my  honorable  friend  beside  me  (Mr.  Moss)  has 
told  us,  a  Government  in  a  disunited  state.  We 
are  told  that  a  house  divided  against  itself  can- 
not stand.  We  have  seen  in  past  times  how 
the  Government  was  divided  against  itself,  and 
it  was  painful  to  read  in  the  telegrams  how 
the  members  of  the  Government  seemed  to  dis- 
agree. I  suppose  it  is  quite  probable  that  there 
was  something  more  made  in  the  telegrams  of 
these  dissensions  than  really  was  the  case ;  but 
it  was  manifest  that  the  Government  were  not 
united  in  any  way  amongst  themselves — that  they 
had  simply  a  sort  of  cohesion,  but  each  one  was 
left  to  a  certain  extent  to  do  what  was  right  in  his 
own  eyes.  We  saw  it  in  the  case  of  an  appoint* 
ment  made  in  the  Insurance  Department.  I  do 
not  defend  the  action  of  those  who  appointed  Mr. 
Luckie  to  that  position  ;  I  think  it  vras  wrong ; 
1  think  that  the  action  in  that  matter  vras  im- 
proper ;  but  I  also  think  it  was  a  strange  thing 
for  the  Government  to  come  to  such  loggerheads 
about  the  matter  after  it  was  completed.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Hon.  the  Premier  was  right  in  re- 
sisting the  appointment  if  he  had  resisted  at  the 
right  time ;  but  he  came  to  it  too  late,  and  failed 
in  consequence  to  do  what  was  the  right  thing. 
He  made  the  Government  appear  ridiculous, 
quarrelsome,  and  divided  in  the  eyes  of  the  coun- 
try. I  do  not  think  that  at  the  present  time  the 
Government  as  it  exists  displays  altogether  united 
action.  Probubly  the  Premier  is  gathering  up  the 
reins  now,  and  trying  to  drive  the  team  all  united ; 
but  hitherto  it  has  not  been  so,  and  perhaps  it  is 
almost  too  late  to  begin  to  try  to  bind  them  to- 
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geiher.  I  (rost  that  it  is  bo.  Then  it  has  been 
mid  that  this  debate  is  not  upon  the  actions  of 
the  QoTernment,  but  is  in  reality  an  attack  upon 
the  liberal  purposes,  intentions,  and  yicws  of  the 
GoTernment.  J,  for  one,  most  bcartilj  deny  that. 
I  am  not  hero  to  oppose  liberal  measures ;  I  am 
here  most  sincerely  to  support  ererything  which 
is  truly  liberal  and  for  the  advancement  of  the 
country.  My  honorable  friend  here  says,  Let 
us  pas«  these  liberal  measures,  and  then  let  the 
Goremment  retire  to  the  Opposition  benches.  I 
say  that  that  is  not  what  should  be  done.  My 
opinion  is  this :  that  when  the  honorable  members 
towards  the  close  of  last  session  found  themselves 
in  a  minority  of  fourteen,  and  found  the  Oppo- 
sition declaring  that  it  was  not  the  measures  they 
were  opposed  to,  but  the  men,  the  Rlinistry  at  that 
time  should  have  retired,  and  said,  "  Well,  Huce 
this  is  your  opinion,  since  you  are  dissatisfied  with 
us  and  not  with  our  meosuree,  we  are  quifb  willing 
to  retire  and  let  you  carrj  through  these  mea- 
sures."  They  should  have  taken  from  them  a 
promise  that  these  measures  would  be  carried  on  ; 
they  should  have  stated  that  they  would  support 
their  successors  in  carrying  through  those  mea- 
sures which  were  so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  those 
gentlemen  who  call  themselves  Liberals.  When 
•  those  measures  were  carried — some  of  them  had 
been  carried  before  almost  in  their  entirety — 
when  those  measures  were  carried,  and  the  new 
electoral  districts  were  marked  off,  then  would 
have  been  the  time  to  have  gone  to  the  country 
and  to  have  taken  the  votes  of  the  people  on  the 
new  laws  which  had  been  passed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  country.  My  honorable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Totara  has  attacked  previous  Adminis- 
tn^ons  for  the  way  in  which  thej  have  acted. 
Now,  I  am  not  prepared  to  defend  previous 
Administrations.  I  do  not  think  we  are  here  to 
put  into  the  Government  just  those  gentlemen 
who  on  previous  occasions  have  been  on  those 
seats.  I  trust  we  shall  find  men  hero  who  are  fit 
to  take  the  reins  of  ofiice  and  to  carry  forward 
the  most  liberal  measures  for  the  country — 
men  who  are  not  in  the  position  of  some  who 
have  in  previous  Ministries  done  one  or  two 
things  which  are  objected  to.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  there  are  not  some  members  of  this 
House  who  liave  done  one  or  two  of  these  objec- 
tionable things.  When  we  find  men,  whoever 
they  may  be,  or  to  whatever  class  they  belong, 
doing  an  injustice  to  the  country,  taking  an 
advantage  of  their  position  to  advance  their 
own  interests,  or  to  injure  the  interests  of 
the  community  at  large,  I  say  that  in  that 
raae  they  forfeit  to  a  certain  extent  the  sup- 
port of  this  House  and  of  the  country,  and,  in 
io  far  as  they  have  done  so,  they  should  not  be 
supported  in  the  future.  There  are  in  the  Oppo- 
sition and  in  the  Gh>vemment  men  who  have 
been  objected  to.  I  would  rather  give  a  chance 
to  those  not  objected  to  than  allow  those  to  eon- 
tione  in  office  who  by  their  mismanagement  of  the 
aflairs  of  the  country  are  carrying  it  fast  to  ruin 
—a  rain  which  is  the  more  sad  because  it  is  done 
in  the  name  of  liberalism  and  justice.  I  have 
heard  it  argued  that  there  has  been  no  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  GoTerum^nt  or  members  of  the 


Government  to  set  class  against  class  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  thing  was  done  years  ago 
more  than  it  is  done  now.  My  honorable  friend 
(Mr.  Moss)  says  that  in  former  times  members 
who  are  now  in  the  Opposition  wei-e  those  who 
set  class  against  class  in  this  country.  I  do  not 
think  he  is  quite  correct  in  making  that  state- 
ment. I  do  not  think  so  much  has  been  done 
in  that  direction  in  any  previous  time  as  has 
been  done  within  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
Formerly  men  were  actuated  by  a  desire  to  help 
forward  the  interests  of  New  Zealand  in  every 
respect — men  who  were  working  into  the  pos- 
session of  lond,  or  those  already  in  the  posses- 
sion of  land  —  we  were  all  working  together 
as  willing  co-operators  in  the  advancement  of 
this  colony.  It  is  true  there  were  occasional 
troubles  between  difierent  parties  in  the  coun- 
try. There  were  those  who  were  called  squatters, 
against  whom  some  of  us  had  to  struggle  occa- 
sionally pretty  earnestly ;  but  we  fought  our 
battles,  and  we  found  that  they  were  not  so  bad, 
after  all,  as  they  were  sometimes  represented. 
They  were  willing  that  their  land  should  be 
taken  under  fair  circumstances  and  divided  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  desired  to  purchase  land, 
and  we  haye  now  no  reason  whatever  to  fear  that 
that  class,  at  all  events,  will  do  us  the  least  injury 
in  this  country.  There  has  been  a  charge  of  a 
system  of  gridironing  the  country  in  a  certain 
part.  I  will  call  to  the  remembrance  of  my 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  Parnell  a  fact 
which  will  perhaps  be  in  his  memory  as  taking 
place  in  Otago.  One  whose  name  is  revered  and 
respected  by  us  all — a  determined  friend  of  those 
who  wanted  to  get  land — I  refer  to  Sir  John 
Richardson  —  did  not  do  the  "  gridironing  '*  in 
Otago,  but  went  in  for  a  system  of  what  we  called 
a  draughtboard  division  of  the  country ;  and  we 
thought  that,  in  doing  that,  we  were  so  laying 
off  the  land  that  it  would  bo  impossible  for  per- 
sons to  possess  themselves  of  large  districts  of 
country  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  "  gridiron^ 
ing"  is  something  of  the  same  system,  though 
perhaps  it  has  not  worked  in  the  same  way. 
1  am  not  acquainted  with  what  was  done  in 
Canterbury  with  reference  to  the  land,  but  I  do 
know  that  we  thought  in  Otago  that  by  setting 
one  block  apart  from  another  we  should  manage 
to  keep  the  country  from  being  possessed  in 
large  blocks  by  single  individuals.  Now,  Sir, 
we  have  been  at  peace  amongst  ourselves,  not 
dividing  class  against  class,  until  recently.  We 
had  our  provincial  system,  which  1  am  glad 
to  unite  with  the  honorable  member  for  Par- 
nell in  considering  an  excellent  system.  I  was 
glad  to  see  in  the  Parliament  before  last  the  firm 
fight  that  was  made  and  the  strong  stand  that 
was  taken  for  our  provincial  institutions.  I  most 
heartily  sympathized  with  the  th%n  Opposition ; 
hut  it  is  not  fair  to  this  country  to  say  that  this 
House  resisted  the  will  of  the  country  in  abolish- 
ing those  provincial  institutions.  The  members 
were  returned  to  this  House  fi*om  the  country ; 
they  were  the  representatives  of  the  country; 
the  question  was  fairly  debated  by  the  country, 
and  there  was  a  majority  returned  from  the 
country  of  members  who  were  authorized  to  do 
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away  with  tbe  proTinoes,  and  to  establiBh  a  central 
system  of  goremment.  I  regret  that  tliat  was 
done ;  I  think  it  has  not  been  to  the  interest  of 
the  country  that  it  has  been  done ;  but,  now  that 
it  has  been  done,  I  think  it  becomes  us  to  submit 
to  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  to  work  out  to 
the  xery  utmost  of  our  power  a  system  of  go- 
Terament  which  shall  be  to  the  interest  of  the 
country  at  large.  There  is  a  proposal  \o  increase 
the  powers  of  local  bodies.  I  do  not  know  that  it 
has  yet  become  law,  or  that  it  has  been  brought 
down  before  us  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill ;  but  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  has  urged — 
and  I  agree  with  him— the  idea  of  extending  the 
counties,  and  giving  them  increased  powers,  so 
that,  to  a  certain  extent,  at  all  events,  tliis  cen- 
tralizing policy  may  be  reduced  in  its  evils,  nnd 
the  various  parts  of  the  country  may  once 
again  have  the  power  of  spending  the  money  in 
their  own  districts,  and  po  working  out  that 
provincial  system  which  1ms  been  done  away 
with  by  the  resolution  of  a  majority  of  thi-* 
House.  I  hope  that  that  idea  will  be  cftrri»d  out 
to  some  extent  in  this  House,  and  ihnt  we  shall, 
by  giving  away  some  of  the  power  which  we 
have  to  those  districts,  utilize  these  counties,  and 
benefit  the  districts  in  that  way.  I  feci  that  this 
Houte,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  doing  work 
which  it  should  not  do.  Tliere  is,  and  tliero 
has  been,  in  this  House,  a  tnking-up  of  details 
— a  discussion  of  small  matters  which  should  be 
left  to  districts,  with  power  to  carry  them  out 
apart  from  this  House ;  and  I  think  we  should  as 
much  as  possible  endeavour  to  carry  out  principles 
and  administer  laws  for  the  geneml  government 
and  well-being  of  tbe  colony,  leaving  these  details 
to  those  large  districts  which  may  yet  bo  formed. 
There  has  been  within  the  last  f6w  sessions  an 
amount  of — well.  Sir,  I  do  not  like  to  call  it 
log-rolling— in  this  House — because  perhaps  it  is 
not ;  but  there  has  been  a  sort  of  bargaining  for 
railways  and  works  in  certain  districts  which  I 
think  should  be  placed  beyond  the  power  of  in- 
dividual members.  I  feel  that  the  temptation  is 
exceedingly  great  for  a  member  to  go  out  of  the 
way  to  get  a  certain  benefit  for  his  own  district. 
I  know  that  when  gentlemen  arc  at  the  hustings 
they  are  asked  questions  ond  made  to  give  pro- 
mises for  certain  things  in  their  dislriet?.  It 
should  not  be  in  the  power  of  members  to  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind  in  this  House.  The?e  things 
should  be  beyond  the  power  of  honorable  mem- 
bers. There  should  be  Commissions  or  something 
of  that  sort  to  arrange  these  matters,  and  it  should 
not  be  left  to  individual  members  to  go  and  say 
to  the  Government,  "I  will  give  you  my  vote  if 
you  will  give  mo  a  bridge  j"  *'  1  will  give  you 
my  rote  if  you  will  give  me  certain  support  in  a 
small  line  of  railway  i"  or  anything  of  that  sort. 
I  do  not  think  Governments  should  be  put 
in  such  a  position;  and  therefore  I  am  anxious 
to  see  that  this  power  is  given  away  to  dis- 
tricts formed  by  this  House.  If  we  want  to  see 
the  result  of  such  things  as  these  —  of  such 
bargainings  as  this — we  have  only  to  read  some 
of  those  discussions,  remarks,  speeches,  and 
questions  which  occurred  lately  in  the  differenf 
districts  of  this  colony.  I  re memberi  Siri  that 
Mr.  Dick 


an  honorable  member  from  the  South,  in  can- 
vassing his  district,  claimed  for  himself  essential 
credit,  and  the  support  of  all  those  who  had  a 
vote,  because  of  the  way  in  which  he  liad  ob- 
tained a  number  of  little  things  for  the  district 
he  had  i-eprcsented  ;  and  he  seemed  to  think  that 
he  had  a  perfect  right  to  claim  the  votes  of  the 
electors  on  that  ground.  I  noticed  that  a  gentle- 
man who  was  standing  for  a  constituency  on  the 
Wefet  Coast,  before  he  retired  from  that  position, 
asked  a  number  of  questions,  entirely  and  abso- 
lutely connected  with  that  district,  of  the  gentle- 
man for  whose  benefit  he  was  retiring.  He  did 
not  ask  a  single  question  as  to  the  general  prin- 
ciples or  policy  that  the  candidate  was  going  to 
support— whether  he  was  in  favour  of  triennial 
Parliaments,  extension  of  the  franchise,  and  so  on. 
He  asked  about  bridges,  roads,  aud  railways  in 
that  district,  and  nothing  more;  and  when  the 
gentleman  said,  "Yes,  I  will  support  all  these," 
then  the  other  said,  "  I  will  retire."  When  theso 
things  are  left  in  the  hnnds  of  members,  or,  rather, 
when  they  are  thrust  upon  members,  there  is  a 
great  danger  of  log-rollinfi,  and  dealing  unjustly 
and  unfairly  with  the  true  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  grave  objects  for  which  the  Ab- 
sembly,  representing  New  Zealand,  has  met  here.. 
The  question  wc  shall  now  have  to  decide  is,  not  as 
to  what  Bills  shall  be  cafried,  but  which  party 
shall  carry  them.  I  do  not  agree  with  those  who 
think  it  is  a  question  between  Liberals  and  others. 
I,  for  one,  am  a  Liberal,  and  om  prepared  to  sup- 
port liberal  measures,  but  I  am  prepared  to  lee 
these  liberal  measures  carried  by  some  others 
than  those  at  present  holding  seats  on  the  Go- 
vernment benclies.  They  have  had  two  years  at 
their  disposal  for  bringing  forward  these  measures ; 
they  have  had  two  years  for  carrying  out  all  the 
improvements  which  they  promised  us ;  Ihoj 
have  had  two  years  to  carry  out  the  economical 
arrangements  which  they  insisted  should  be  car- 
ried out,  and  on  condition  of  doing  which  they 
got  their  seats  there  ;  and  now  we  nnd  them  not 
one  whit  advanced,  and,  worse  than  that,  having 
involved  us  in  difficulties,  having  trifled  with  the 
moneys  of  the  country,  having  failed  to  give  any- 
thing like  a  statement  of  how  finaneial  matters 
stood — so  much  so  that  I  believe  wc  are  all  in 
trembling  and  fear  lest  it  should  be  found  that  we 
are  many  thousands  behind  what  is  thought  to  be 
the  case — lest  the  country  should  find  that  we  are 
involved  in  ditficulties  not  beyond  remedy,  but 
still  so  deep  and  so  heavy  that  our  breaths  will  be 
taken  away  when  the  true  state  of  the  ease  is  laid 
before  us.  I  am  prepared  to  vole  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn. 

Mr.  IRELAND.  —  Sir,  it  would  hardly  be 
proper  on  my  part  if  I  did  not  give  my  reasons 
for  the  way  in  which  I  intend  to  vote  on  the 
question  now  before  the  House.  I  may  say  at 
once  that  I  entered  this  House  upon  the  votes 
of  those  who  were  in  favour  of  supporting 
the  Grey  Government ;  and  I  will  now  proceed 
to  give  my  reasons  why  I  purpose  supporting 
that  Government  whenever  the  division  cornea 
off.  I  will  not  travel  over  the  ground  which 
bus  been  already  gone  over  by  previous  tpeAken 
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tliis  eyenin^  and  yesterday:  indeed,  eren  if  I 
were  capable  of  doing  so,  I  think  it  would  be  Tery 
injudicious  on  my  part  to  attempt  to  add  any- 
tiling  to  wbat  has  already  been  said.  I  listened 
to  the  honorable  member  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
pofition  attentiTcly  when  he  spoke  agninst  the 
GoTerument ;  bnt  I  found  his  speech  was  com- 
posed mainly  of  simple  assertions,  not  arguments, 
and,  taking  them  for  what  they  were  worth,  they 
could  not  be  considered  as  proving  the  charges 
made  against  the  GoTcrnment.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  entered  largely 
into  the  question  of  Nati?e  affairs,  and  con- 
demned the  Government;  but  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  course 
pursued  we  should  now  hare  been  engaged  in 
a  Native  war.  However,  I  am  not  going  into 
that — I  will  leave  it  to  wiser  heads ;  but,  never- 
tbelesB,  I  Q/innot  but  adhere  to  the  opinion  I  have 
expressed.  I  may  state  at  once  that  I  have  not 
watched  the  course  of  politics  for  some  years  past, 
and  I  aui  therefore  not  posted  up  in  the  course 
politics  have  lately  taken  ;  but  I  must  say  this :  I 
hare  been  struck  with  one  matter  in  connection 
with  this  debate,  and  that  is,  that  no  arguments 
of  any  weight  have  been  brought  forward  why 
we  should  vote  against  the  present  Government. 
Even  if  it  were  true  that  the  Ministry  had  made 
promises,  and  had  nut  fulfilled  them,  is  it  surpris- 
ing, seeii?g  they  have  not  been  in  office  long — two 
years?  Surely  it  is  only  fair  and  just  io  give 
Governments,  as  well  as  individuals,  a  fair  trial 
before  you  condemn  them.  No  such  liberal 
policy  as  was  enunciated  in  the  Governor's 
Speech  has  ever  previously  beei»  before  the 
House ;  while  the  late  elections  have  shown  that 
those  measures  are  desired  by  the  people.  Nor 
ran  we  forget  that  the  Premier  was  the  fir»t 
man  to  enunciate  these  measui-es.  From  the 
time  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel  to  the  present  time 
ample  opportunity  has  been  given  to  Govern- 
ments to  propose  liberal  measures  if  (hey  thought 
fit ;  but  1  cannot  find  that  it  has  been  done.  ■  1  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  successive  Ministers  have  not 
been  sincere  in  their  convictions,  and  in  their 
desire  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  they  have  not  proposed  measui-es  of  so 
wide  and  comprehensive  a  character  as  those 
of  the  present  Government,  and  I  am  not  at  ail 
•orprised  that  immediately  upon  those  measures 
being  introduced  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
strangle  them.  I  believe  that  had  there  been  man- 
hood suffrage — and  that  is  a  matter  that  has  been 
very  dear  to  my  heart  ever  since  I  began  to  think 
for  myself,  because  I  have  always  gone  on  the 
broad  ground  that  every  man  should  have  a  vote 
in  respect  of  his  manhood— had  manhood  suffrage, 
I  say,  been  in  operation  during  the  last  elections, 
the  result  would  have  been  very  different  from 
what  it  is.  I  believe  that  the  present  Ministry 
would  have  had  a  very  largo  majority  in .  this 
House.  The  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
may  think  differently  ;  but  the  real  truth,  I 
suspect,  is  that  those  honorable  gentlemen  are 
tfraid  of  manhood  suffrage.  My  own  belief  is 
that,  although  they  profess  to  be  Liberals,  if 
they  goi  into  office  to-morrow  they  would  not 
fanj  oat  their  promiie t.    The  policy  they  hare 


in  their  hearts  differs  greatly  from  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  As  to  triennial  Parlia- 
ments, I  think  that  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. In  point  of  fact,  I  agree  with  the  whole 
policy  of  the  Government  j  and  I  hope  we  shell 
not  see  them  8U[)planted  until  effect  has  beea 
given  to  the  measures  which  the  country  has  ap- 
proved. The  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Dick)  has  charged  the  Government 
with  many  sins  of  omission  and  commission  ;  but 
we  heard  so  much  of  these  matters  last  evening, 
and  they  were  so  thoroughly  replied  to,  that  I 
think  I  should  be  wasting  the  time  of  the  House 
were  I  to  go  into  these  assertions  again.  I  think 
every  honorable  member  who  seriously  considers 
the  state  of  the  country  will  recognize  that 
the  measures  of  the  Ministry  are  good  and 
wise  measures,  and  will  pass  over  any  little 
shortcomings  with  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment can  be  justly  charged — assuming  that  they 
can  be  so  charged.  In  the  event  of  the  Oppo- 
sition being  successful,  it  would  be  very  inter- 
esting to  watch  the  course  those  who  may 
take  the  place  of  Ministers  would  pursue.  It  is 
very  well  for  them  to  profess  approval  of  tliese 
raeasure^  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  up  to 
the  present  time  these  measures  have  not  been 
carried ;  and  before  the  Opposition  turn  out  the 
Govern n^ent  they  should  give  some  guarantee 
that  the  programme  of  the  present  Qt)vern- 
ment  will  be  carried  out.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Dick)  has  read 
the  Premier  and  the  Native  Minister  a  lecture, 
and  has  told  them  that  it  would  have  been  better 
to  do  this  and  that.  It  is  a  very  easy  thing  for 
members  to  condemn  what  is  past ;  but  I  should 
like  to  see  the  honorable  member  in  office  aa 
as  Premier  or  Native  Minister,  and  see  how  he  dealt 
with  such  difficulties.  When  I  say  I  should  like 
to  see  him  in  office,  I  use  the  phrase  in  the  way  of 
argument.  I  should  not  really  like  to  see  him 
or  any  other  person  placed  in  the  position  of  the 
Premier  or  the  Native  Minister,  because  I  be- 
lieve that  this  colony  has  been  in  a  most  critical 
condition,  and  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
skilful  management  of  Native  affairs  exhibited  by 
them,  the  coimtry  would  now  have  been  plunged, 
in  bloodshed.  The  honorable  member  said  he 
was  a  Liberal,  and  would  support  liberal  mea- 
sures. Why  does  he  not  do  so  r  It  seems  singu- 
lar to  me ;  though  perhaps  it  is  only  reasonable 
to  expect  that  he  should  be  looked  upon  with 
jealousy  by  gentlemen  who  are  so  greatly  inferior 
to  him  politically — gentlemen  not  capable  of 
taking  his  place  or  understanding  his  mission. 
It  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  debate  that 
Ministers  have  not  carried  out  their  promises. 
It  seems  to  me  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  them  to  have  done  so  last  session,  for,  im- 
mediately on  Parliament  assembling,  the  then 
leader  of  the  Opposition  proposed. an  amend- 
ment on  the  Address  in  Reply,  so  that  no  oppor- 
tunity was  given  to  Ministers  to  carry  out  their 
policy  —  none  whatever  j  and  then  the  cry  is 
taken  up  and  continued  by  the  Opposition, 
that  the  Gk>vemment  will  not  carry  out  liberal 
measures.  The  Ministry  have  been  given  no 
chance  to  carry  them  out.    If  it  had  not  been 
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for  the  firm  stand  taken  by  a  few  persons  a  session 
or  two  Ago  we  should  haye  had  very  little  liberty 
left;  but  I  beliere  the  public  mind  is  being 
educated,  and  will  not  stop  short  of  anything  but 
real  and  true  Liberalism.  I  believe  one  of  the  most 
effectire  measures  to  that  end  will  be  manhood 
suffrage,  and  that  it  will  haye  a  wonderful  eflPect 
in  educating  the  people  politicoUy  to  matters 
which  affect  the  well-being  of  this  great  colony. 
I  hope  that,  in  addition  to  the  measures  already 
enunciated,  provision  will  be  made  for  opening  up 
the  land  of  the  country,  not  in  small  patches,  but 
in  large  tracts,  so  that  an  opportunity  may  be 
afforded  to  the  community  at  large  to  obtain  land. 
I  belieTO  what  was  said  last  night  was  perfectly 
correct — namely,  that  unless  some  step  is  taken  in 
the  direction  of  putting  a  stop  to  land  speculation, 
we  shall,  in  a  very  few  years,  be  really  worse  off 
than  people  in  England  as  to  land.  I  can  speak 
for  the  district  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
For  years  we  struggled  to  get  a  few  acres  of  land 
thrown  open,  and  when  wo  got  them  they  were 
snapped  up  in  a  few  days.  The  people  of  that 
district  are  crjing  out  for  land,  and  I  hope,  if  the 
present  Ministry  remain  in  office,  we  shall  be  given 
anopportunity  of  occupying  thelandsof  the  colony. 
I  was  very  glad  to  liear  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Dick)  say  he  regretted  that 
Provincial  Councils  were  done  away  with.  I 
have  ever  regretted  the  abolition  of  those  Coun- 
cils, believing,  as  I  sincerely  do,  that  they  were 
perhaps  as  wise  a  form  of  goremment  as  it  ever 
entered  into  the  brain  of  man  to  conceive.  I  only 
hope  that  the  county  system  which  we  now  have 
may  be  so  improved  as  to  bo  able  to  do  the  same 
good  work.  1  stated  that  my  object  in  speaking 
this  evening  was  to  give  the  reasons  why  I  intend 
to  vote  for  the  Ministry,  and  I  will  now  just  sum 
up  those  reasons.  The  measures  proposed  by  the 
Ministry  in  the  Gk)vemor*s  Speech  are  such  as  I 
heartily  approve.  There  is  only  one  point  in 
the  policy  there  enunciated  that  I  have  any  doubt 
about,  and  that  is  with  reference  to  the  fostering 
of  native  industries.  I  should  be  sorry  to  see 
those  industries  fostered  in  such  a  manner  as  in 
any  way  or  form  to  take  the  shape  of  Protection. 
I  am  a  staunch  Free-trader,  and  I  believe  it  is  the 
only  sjstem  to  make  a  country  great,  and  noble,  and 
prosperous.  Some  years  ago — I  believe  when  the 
Gbvernmeut  of  Sir  tfulius  Vogel  was  in  office — pro- 
tection was  afforded  to  distillerie?,  and  the  result 
was,  that  the  revenue  was  so  affected  by  the  pro- 
tective duty,  in  the  shape  of  so  much  per  gallon 
less  on  the  manufactured  article,  that  the  colony 
had  to  buy  the  distilleries  out  at  a  pretty  high 
figure.  But  I  believe  our  present  (Government 
is  too  vise  to  adopt  such  a  measure  at  that.  I 
need  say  no  more,  except  that  I  shall  give  my 
vote  to  the  present  Government,  believing  that 
in  the  existing  state  of  the  colony  it  is  just  the 
Gk)vemn)ent  to  carry  out  measures  which  will  be 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country. 
Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  twelve 
o'clock  p.m. 
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First  Headings  —  Ngaruawahia  Suburban  Lands — Hotel 
Fire-escapes  —  Land-Tax  —  Gold  Prospectors  —  Dro- 
more  Qoods-shed— 8.  Phillips— Otaeo  Central  Railway 
— Telegraph  Official^— Sydenham  Market  Resenre — 
Audit  of  Local  Bodies'  Accounts — Kaiapoi  Kailwaj 
Works  —  Grejmottth-Uokitika  Railway  —  Manakaa 
County  Tolls— Governor's  Instructions  and  Coonnis* 
sion — Bribery  Bill— Timaru  Unemployed  —  Coipmis- 
sioner  of  Railways,  Middle  Liland— Hamilton  Railway 
Bridge— Personal  Explanation— Address  in  Reply. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  tn-o 
o'clock. 

Pbaybbb. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Natire  Law- 
suits Bill,  Licencing  Bill. 

NGARUAWAHIA  SUBURBAN  LANDS. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whj  Ihe  Go?ernmcnt  has  not  yet  offered 
for  sale  the  suburban  allotments  in  tlie  Ticinitj  of 
the  Township  of  Ngaruawahia?  He  hoped  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  gire  a  clear  and  ex- 
plicit answer  to  the  question,  as  the  matter  was  of 
great  importance  to  the  people  in  the  township 
mentioned. 

Mr.  THOMSON  said  the  QoTemment  were 
taking  steps  to  hare  the  land  opened  up  for  sale, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  placed  in  the  market 
before  long. 

HOTEL  FIRE-ESCAPES. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
he  will  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to 
compel  hotel  and  lodging-house  keepers  to  pro- 
vide and  maintain  facilities  for  escape  from  upper 
rooms  in  case  of  fire  ?  It  would  L>e  within  the 
recollection  of  honorable  members  that  at  a  fire 
which  took  place  in  this  city  there  was  an  unfor- 
tunate loss  of  life.  Whether  it  was  attiibutable 
to  the  want  of  the  precautions  referred  to  in  the 
question,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  ;  but  lie  was 
sure  of  this:  that,  at  the  more  recent  terrible 
tragedy  which  took  place  in  Dunedin,  t|;e  loss  of 
life  was  distinctly  attributable  to  the  want  of 
proper  means  of  escape.  That  was  his  justifi- 
cation for  putting  the  question,  and  he  hoped  the 
Gt)veroment  would  give  a  satisfactory  answer  and 
take  the  matter  into  consideration. 

Sir  G.  GREY  taid  the  Goremment  would 
take  the  matter  into  consideration.  They  would 
also  consider,  if  such  provisions  were  made,  to 
what  extent  they  ought  to  %o,  and  whether  the 
means  of  escape  should  not  bo  provided  for  the 
inmates  of  private  houses  also.  Ihe  whole  subject 
would  receive  careful  consideration. 

LAND-TAX. 
Mr.  SEYMOUR  asked  the  Premier,  If  he 
will  lay  before  this  House  a  return  of  the  value 
of  all  properties  in  New  Zealand  under  the  Land- 
Tax  Act,  showing  in  such  return  the  amount  for 
each  borough  and  county  separately,  and  giving 
the  value  with  improvemente  and  without  im- 
provements P 
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Sir  G.  G-BET  Bud  the  return  was  nearly  com- 
pleted. It  bad  been  in  course  of  preparation  for 
some  time,  and  would  be  laid  on  the  table  in  a 
few  daj8. 

GOLD  PROSPECTORS. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  QoTemmen^  If  it 
is  their  intention,  during  the  present  session,  to 
introduce  a  measure  providing  protection  for 
prospectors  for  gold  in  districts  that  have  not 
bcett  proclaimed  gold  fields  ? 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  that  prospectors  now 
receired  assistance  from  tlie  Government  under 
certain  conditions ;  and,  if  they  discorercd  a  pay- 
able gold  field,  they  were  entitled  to  a  reward 
from  the  £5,000  which  had  been  already  voted  by 
the  House.  With  respect  to  the  question  itself, 
h«  could  only  say  that  the  whole  subject  of  what 
protection  can  be  extended  to  prospectors  out- 
side gold  fields  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Gh>Temment,  and  he  was  now  in  communication 
with  the  Jaw  Officers  in  order  to  ascertain  how 
the  law  stood,  and  to  see  whether  any  arrange- 
ment such  as  that  suggested  could  be  made. 

DROMORE  GOODSSHED. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Minister  for  PubUc 
WoriM,  Whether  any  instructions  have  been 
giren  for  the  erection  of  a  goods-shed  at  Dro- 
more in  time  for  the  next  grain  season?  It 
would  perhaps  be  advisable  to  give  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  a  little  information  as  to  the 
probable  traffic  that  might  be  expected  from  the 
erection  of  this  station  during  tne  ensuing  sea- 
son. The  Dromore  Station  stood  about  midway 
between  Ashburton  and  Chertsey,  and  was  fully 
^Te  miles  from  either  of  them.  It  was  the  outlet 
lor  something  like  40,000  acres  of  agricultural 
land,  of  which  7,000  acres  were  under  crop  ;  and, 
with  an  average  harvest,  the  weight  of  grain  that 
would  be  carried  next  eeason  might  be  set  down 
at  something  like  5,000  tons,  and  with  a  good 
season  60  per  cent.  more.  The  settlers  in  that 
neighbourhood  did  not  wish  to  ask  for  any  un- 
reasonable expenditure,  but,  inasmuch  os  the  sta- 
tion at  present  was  represented  by  a  naked  siding 
and  a  small  platform  for  passengers,  they  thought 
it  only  fair  that  they  should  have  the  accommoda- 
tion that  would  be  aflbrded  by  the  erection  of  a 
goods-shed  before  next  harvest.  It  made  a  great 
difference  to  persons  in  the  locality  whether  they 
made  one  or  two  trips  a  day  with  their  teams, 
and  was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the 
settlers  of  the  district.  He  laid  stress  upon  this 
question,  because  application  was  made  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Railways  about  this  time  last 
year,  and  the  reply  given  was  that  the  probable 
traffic  of  the  station  would  not  justify  the  erection 
of  a  goods-shed.  But  the  traffic  would  follow  the 
erection  of  the  shed,  and  without  that  accommo- 
dsUon  the  settlers  were  driven  to  the  alternative 
of  carting  their  produce  either  to  Ashburton  or 
io  Chertsey.  He  hoped  the  Minister  for  Public 
Worky,  in  his  reply,  would  be  able  to  say  that  in- 
ttmctions  had  already  been  giren. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  there  had  been 
•ereral  communications  on  the  subject,  and  the 
natter  bad  been  referred  to  the  department  to 


be  reported  upon.  A  full  report  had  been  sent 
in,  from  which  he  found  it  was  considered  that 
further  accommodation  was  not  necessary.  There 
was  already  a  siding  there,  and  the  stream  of  traffic 
flowed  in  the  direction  of  Chertsey  and  Ashbuiton. 
Under  the  circumstances,  he  was  advised  that  the 
present  accommodation  was  ample.  At  the  same 
time,  after  the  statement  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, he  would  have  the  matter  again  inquired 
into,  and  perhaps  a  different  conclusion  miglit  be 
arrived  at.  It  was  rather  a  difficult  matter  to 
deal  with,  because  they  could  not  have  goods- 
sheds  at  every  second  mile  ou  the  line.  He 
thought  that  perhaps  the  siding  and  platform 
might  answer  tne  purpose  in  the  meantime. 

S.  PHILLIPS. 

Mr.  SW ANSON  asked  the  Government,  What 
action,  if  any,  has  been  taken  in  the  matter  of 
the  petition  of  Samuel  Phillips,  presented  and 
reported  upon  during  the  last  session  of  the 
Assembly  by  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  ? 

Mr.  THOMSON  replied  that  no  action  had  yet 
been  taken  by  the  Gorernment  in  the  matter ; 
but,  from  inquiries  they  had  made,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  the  petition  should  be  referred  back 
to  the  Committee  in  order  that  further  evidence 
might  be  taken.  He  proposed  to  give  notice  of  a 
motion  to  that  efiect. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  When  the  Government  will  cause  the 
survey  of  the  Otago  Central  Railway  to  be  com- 
pleted from  Clyde  to  Lake  Wanaka?  He  was 
induced  to  ask  the  question  at  this  early  period 
of  the  session,  because  the  counties  were  pre- 
vented from  making  roads  and  building  bridges, 
and  the  Government  were  prevented  from  selling 
land  in  the  country  indicated,  until  the  route  the 
railway  would  t^ke  was  known.  Under  present 
circumstances,  the  settlement  of  the  country  and 
the  prosecution  of  public  works  were  at  a  stand- 
still. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  wae  informed  that  the 
survey  was  about  to  be  resumed,  if,  in  fact,  it 
had  not  already  been  resumed.  He  had  no  doubt 
whatever  that  it  would  be  completed  long  before 
they  were  in  a  position  to  construct  that  portion 
of  the  line.  However,  for  the  reasons  mentioned 
by  the  honorable  member,  it  was  desirable  that 
the  survey  should  be  completed. 

TELEGRAPH  OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Postmaster-GenersI, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  it  is  proposed  by  the 
Government  that  operators  and  other  oncers  in 
the  Telegraph  Department  should  not  receive 
payment  for  overtime;  and  that,  in  addition  to 
morning  duty  on  Sundays,  they  will  be  expected 
to  work  from  Gve  to  seven  o'clock  p.m.  without 
payment  for  that  duty  ? 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER  said  it  was  proposed  to  abo- 
lish the  system  of  overtime  at  all  largo  stations  ; 
but  this  would  not  be  done  until  the  staffs  were  so 
strengthened  that  no  operator  woidd  be  called 
upon  to  do  more  than  eight  hours'  duty.  The 
proposed  system  would  prove  much  more  acoept- 
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able  and  pleasant  to  the  officers  than  the  present 
one.  The  staffs  of  the  following  stations  had 
alreadj  been  brought  up  to  the  standard,  to  en- 
able the  overtime  to  be  suspended  from  the  Ist 
Oofcober  —  viz.,  Hokitika,  G-reymouth,  Timaru, 
Onmaru,  Auckland,  Nelson,  Grahamstown,  New 
^Ijmouth,  and  Wanganui.  The  extra  duty  on 
Sunday  was  from  six  lo  seven  p.m.,  and  no  over- 
time for  this  would  be  allowed ;  but,  as  Sunduy 
duty  was  taken  alternately,  it  would  not  bear 
heavily  upon  any  particular  officer. 

SYDENHAM  MARKET  RESERVE. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
When  the  title  to  a  piece  of  land  in  the  Borongli 
of  Sydenham,  commonly  known  as  the  Cuttle 
MarCet  Reserve,  will  be  completed  in  favour  of 
that  borough  ?  Just  before  leaving  home  he  was 
informed  by  the  authorities  of  the  borough  that 
this  transaction  had  not  yet  been  completed  by 
the  Government  gazetting  the  neces9nry  notice, 
although  they  had  undertaken  to  give  this  piece 
of  ground  to  the  borough.  He  wished  to  know 
when  the  transaction  would  be  completed. 

Mr.  THOMSON  said  it  appeared  that  the  piece 
of  land  in  question  was  purchased  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  of  Canterbury  as  a  market 
site  for  the  Borough  of  Christchurch,  but,  as  the 
land  was  within  the  Borough  of  Sydenham,  that 
borough  had  the  control  of  the  land  in  the  mean- 
time. 

Mr.  STEVENS  would  Ukc  to  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  complete  his  answer.  He 
wished  to  know  when  the  matter  would  be  com- 
pleted in  such  a  manner  that  the  land  would 
become  the  property  of  Sydenham,  as  had  been 
undertaken  by  tiie  Government. 

Mr.  THOMSON  had  given  the  honorable 
gentleman  all  the  information  he  possessed  on 
the  subject.  He  was  simply  informed  that  tliis 
market  reserve  was  within  the  limits  of  the 
Borough  of  Sydenham,- and  that  until  certain 
claims  which  the  Borough  of  Christchurch  might 
have  upon  the  land  were  settled  the  Municipal 
Council  of  Sydenham  had  control. 

AUDIT  OF  LOCAL  BODIES'  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  FINN  askod  the  Government,  (1)  Whether 
it  is  their  intention  to  introduce  a  measure  pro- 
viding for  the  audit,  by  public  officers,  of  the 
accounts  of  Municipalities  and  other  public 
bodies ;  and  (2)  whether  they  will  aleo  provide 
for  a  similar  audit  of  benefit  and  building  socie- 
ties P  He  begged  to  point  out  that  provision  was 
already  made  for  the  audit  of  County  Council 
accounts,  but  no  audit  was  provided  for  muni- 
cipal and  other  local  bodies'  accounts.  As  to  the 
latter  ^rt  of  the  question,  he  was  sure  that  the 
G-ovemment,  owing  to  the  revelations  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony,  would  see  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that,  such  a  provision  should  be 
introduced. 

Sir  a.  GREY  said  the  Goremment  had  had 
under  consideration  the  propriety  of  subjecting 
to  audit  the  accounts  of  all  the  bodies  receiving 
any  Government  moneys.  Some  of  the  details  w. 
what  should  be  done  had  been  agreed  upon.  In 
regard  to  the  latter  part  of  the  questioni  the  Go- 
Mr,  J,  T.Fi9k9r 


vernment  hod  not,  up  to  the  present  time,  oon- 
sidered  the  subject.  He  thought  it  was  well 
worthy  of  consideration,  and  it  would  be  taken 
into  consideration  at  an  early  date. 

KAIAPOI  RAILWAY  WORKS. 

Mr.  BOWEN  aaked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Public  Works  Department 
will  make  good  the  damage  done  by  the  railway 
worki  to  the  protective  embankments  formed  by 
the  Kaiapoi  Borough  Council,  as  shown  by  the 
report  of  the  Resident  Engineer,  dated  14th  No- 
vember, 1878  ?  The  Minister  for  Public  Works 
would  remember  that  on  several  occasions  he  had 
drawn  the  honorable  gentleman's  attention  to  th« 
fact  that  the  railway  works  on  the  Waimakariri 
River  were  damaging  and  destroying  the  embank- 
ment constructed  by  the  Borough  Council.  The 
honorable  gentleman  promised  that  an  inquirj 
should  be  made ;  and  the  result  was,  that  the 
engineer  reported  that  an  alteration  would  have 
to  be  made.  The  department,  however,  had  main- 
tained the  groin  above  the  Railway  Bridge  for  a 
long  time,  gi*eatly  to  the  detriment  of  the  borough. 
He  understood  the  honorable  gentleman  to  admit 
at  the  time  that  if  it  were  shown  that  such 
damage  had  been  done  it  would  be  a  liability  of 
the  department.  The  engineer  who  made  the 
report  estimated  the  damage  at  something  like 
£500.  The  borough  was  by  no  means  a  rich  one. 
They  had  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  the 
water  out  of  the  town,  and  he  hoped  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  see  the  fairness  of  the 
claim  which  thoy  made,  that  the  department 
should  make  good  the  damage  shown  to  be  done 
by  the  manner  in  which  the  bridge  and  groin 
were  originally  put  across  the  river. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that  this  had  been 
a  qutBstio  vexata  among  experts,  and  there  had 
been  several  reports  upon  it.  He  was  inclined  to 
think  the  damage  had  been  done,  but  ho  was  not 
exactly  prepared  to  say  tliat  £500  was  the  amount 
of  damage.  He  would  cause  further  inquiry  to 
be  made  to  arrive  at  a  definite  conclusion.  He 
thought  loss  had  beeu  sustained,  and  that  the 
Gt>vernment  would  have  to  make  good  that  lose. 

GREYMOUTH-HOKITIKA  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
thoy  intend  to  keep  the  promises  made  to  the 
Borough  Council  of  Kumara  and  the  County  Coun- 
cil of  Westland,  relative  to  authorizing  a  survey  of 
country  between  the  Rivers  Teremakau  and  Ara- 
hura,  with  a  view  of  deviating  from  the  present 
surveyed  line  of  the  Grcymouth  and  Hokitika 
Railway,  and  making  a  detour  so  that,  when  con- 
structed, the  line  would  pass  through  the  towns  of 
Kumara,  Goldsborough,  and  Stafford  ?  This  was 
a  matter  of  very  great  importance.  Two  hundred 
thousand  pounds  had  been  voted  by  the  House  for 
the  construction  of  a  railway  between  Hokitika 
and  Greymouth.  Since  that  Une  wa.^  originally 
surveyed,  a  population  of  five  thousand  souls  had 
sprung  up  at  a  place  called  Kumara,  and  it  would 
only  require  a  slight  detour  in  the  line  to  include 
this  township  and  the  townships  of  Gk>ldsborough 
and  Stafford.  There  had  beeu  an  agitation  in 
favour  of  making  this  detouTi  and  the  Govern- 
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ment  were  asked  to  aiithorize  the  surrej.  In.  a 
letter  to  the  Borough  Coancil  they  promised  to 
refer  the  matter  to  Mr.  Blair,  the  Engineer  for 
the  Middle  Island,  and  to  place  at  the  disposal  of 
the  horough  the  report  of  the  surveyor.  This 
was  only  a  short  time  ago,  but,  seeing  that  his 
eolleague  had  on  the  Order  Paper  a  motion  for  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  he 
thought  it  only  right  to  ask  that  this  survey 
should  be  made,  in  order  to  lay  the  surveyor  s 
report  before  the  Committee,  because  upon  that 
would  greatly  depend  the  construction  of  this 
detour. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  replied  that  there  had 
been  a  great  deal  of  correspondence  with  regard 
to  this  detour,  and  he  had  been  asked  to  make 
a  flying  survey.  He  was  told  that  the  detour 
would  involve  an  expenditure  of  £250,000,  and, 
tiiat  being  the  case,  he  had  not  pressed  forward 
the  survey.  At  the  same  time  that  amount  was 
speculative,  and  in  order  to  set  the  question  at 
rest  it  might  be  well  to  hare  the  survey  made. 
He  would  therefore  give  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions. He  had  really  thought  that  the  amount 
named  was  altogether  beyond  their  means — at 
present,  at  all  events ;  otherwise  the  survey  might 
have  been  through  before  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON  ezpUiined  that  the  length  of 
tiie  detour  was  only  eight  miles,  and  at  £6,000 
per  mile  it  would  only  cost  £48,000.  The  amount 
involved  altogether  iu  the  railway  from  G-rey- 
month  to  Hokitika  was  £220,000,  and  £20,000 
extra  would  pay  for  this  detour. 

MAKUKAU  COUNTY  TOLLS. 

Major  HARRIS  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  have  any  objection  to  lay  before  this 
House — (1)  oopies  of  ail  correspondence  between 
tiie  Gh>verinnent  and  the  Manukau  County  Coun- 
cil relative  to  the  abolition  of  Otahuhu  and 
SHppery  Creek  toll-bars;  (2)  a  return  showing 
the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  tolls  collected  at 
each  of  the  foregoing  toll-bars  for  the  year  ending 
SOth  June  last;  and  (3)  a  return  showing  re- 
ceipts and  expenditure  of  tolls  collected  at  Ta- 
maki  Bridge  (or  the  year  ending  dOth  June  lost  ? 

Sir  G-.  GREY  replied  that  the  correspondence 
and  returns  asked  for  would  be  laid  on  the  table. 

GOYEBNOR'S  INSTRUCTIONS  AND  COM- 
MISSION. 

Mr.  BOWEN  asked  the  Government,  If  a 
copy  of  the  Royal  Instructions,  together  with  His 
Excellency's  Commission,  will  be  laid  before  this 
House  at  an  early  date?  A  promise  had  been 
made  by  the  Premier  last  session  that  a  copy  of 
the  Royal  Instrnctions  would  be  laid  on  the  table. 
An  alteration  had  been  made  in  the  form  of  the 
Commission  and  the  Royal  Instructions,  and  it  was 
customAiy  to  lay  such  documents  on  the  table  of 
the  House. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  Government  would 
apply  to  His  Excellency  for  a  copy  of  the  papers, 
and  when  obtained  they  would  be  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House  without  delay. 

BRIBERY  BILL. 
Mr.  SAUNDERS  asked  the  Government,  If  it 
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is  their  intention  to  introduce  a  Bribery  Bill  this 
session  ?  In  asking  this  question,  he  should  like 
to  make  a  few  remarks  not  of  a  debatable  cha- 
racter, because  it  was  one  of  those  subjects  which 
he  should  be  sorry  to  prostitute  for  party  ]aur- 
poses  in  that  House.  He  trusted  that  all  sides 
of  the  House  would  see  the  importance  of  a 
measure  of  this  kind  being  introduced.  He 
asked  the  question  notwithstanding  the  present 
position  of  the  Government,  because  he  found  it 
was  necessary  that  a  Bill  should  be  introduced 
early  in  the  session,  or  it  got  slaughtered  amongst 
the  innocents.  This  Bill  had  been  unusually  un- 
fortunate in  that  respect  once  or  twice.  They 
had  a  Bill,  which  he  thought  a  very  good  one, 
introduced  by  the  Government  the  session  before 
last.  That  Bill  was  unfortunate,  and  was  never 
passed.  He  looked  upon  this  question  as  one  of 
the  most  important  in  connection  with  the  power 
of  the  electors  in  this  colony  to  send  men  to 
Parliament  under  equal  circumstances,  whether 
rich  or  poor.  It  was  very  important  that  they 
should  introduce  a  Bill  of  this  kind  as  one  of  the 
liberal  measures.  He  hoped,  no  matter  what 
Government  sat  on  those  benches,  they  would  be 
prepared  to  carry  out  such  a  measure.  Although 
he  had  put  the  question  in  the  form  in  which  it 
appeared  on  the  Order  Paper,  there  were  two 
other  words  which  he  should  like  to  insert.  He 
should  like  to  put  the  question  in  this  form; 
Whether  the  Government  intended  to  introduce 
and  support  a  Bribery  Bill  P— -because,  when  the 
measure  was  introduced  before,  the  Government 
did  not  support  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  the  Government 
had  prepared  a  Bribery  Bill,  which  was  already 
printed,  and  it  was  their  intention  to  introduce 
it  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

TIMARU  UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  have  received  any  communication 
from  the  unemployed  at  Timaru,  and  whether 
they  will  be  able  soon  to  employ  on  public  works 
any  considerable  number  of  those  who  are  now 
seeking  work  there  ? 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  GK)vemment 
had  received  no  communication  from  the  unem- 
ployed at  Timaru.  They  had  received  no  com- 
munication from  the  Mayor  of  the  borough  or 
anybody  else. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  would  like  the  honorable' 
gentleman  to  answer  the  latter  part  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  his  answer  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  question  was  **  Sufficient  unto 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  No  application  had 
been  made  to  the  Government  on  the  subject, 
and  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  did  not  make  any  remarks 
in  putting  the  question,  as  he  assumed  that  such 
a  communication  had  been  received.  He  had 
seen  from  the  newspapers  that  such  a  communi- 
cation had  been  sent  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  no  communication 
had  been  received  by  the  Government. 
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COMMISSIONER  OF  RAILWAYS,  MIDDLE 
ISLAND. 

Mp.  dick  asked  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
If  he  will  lay  before  this  House  copies  of  all 
correspondence  and  reports  pelatiye  to  the  per- 
manent location  of  the  Commissioner  of  Bailwajs 
for  the  Middle  Island  ? 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  replied  that  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  lay  the  correspondence  on  the 
tablOi  and  it  was  now  being  copied. 

HAMILTON  RAILWAY  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  the  amount  required  for 
the  construction  of  the  railway-bridge  over  the 
Waikato  River,  at  Hamilton,  was  not  included 
in  the  sum  of  £168,000  voted  by  this  House  in 
the  session  of  1878  for  the  construction  of  the 
Thames- Waikato  Railway  to  Omahu,  and  part 
of  which  vote  has  been  expended  between  the 
Thames  River  and  Gbahamstown  ?  He  was  led 
to  ask  this  question  by  the  somewhat  evasive 
answer  giren  to  the  House  on  this  subject  by  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works.  It  was  stated  then 
by  him  that  the  Q-ovemment  would  enter  into  a 
contract  for  the  construction  of  the  railway  bridge 
at  Hamilton  so  soon  as  the  money  was  voted 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  did  not  know  whether  it 
was  exactly  parliamentary  to  characterize  the 
reply  of  any  member  of  this  House  as  cTasive. 
He  supposed  the  honorable  member  was  new  to 
the  forms  of  the  House.  He  thought  the  honor- 
able member,  in  common  with  others,  was  labour- 
ing under  a  misapprehension  upon  this  subject. 
In  the  first  place,  no  such  sum  as  £168,000  had 
been  voted  by  this  House  for  the  construction  of 
this  railway.  The  sum  was  £30,000,  which  he 
believed  was  insufScient  to  include  the  erection 
of  a  railway  bridge.  That  amount  was  in  course 
of  expenditure  on  the  railway  from  the  Thames 
to  the  Waikato,  as  voted  by  this  House. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
Mr.  HALL. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
indulgence  which  is  usuallv  granted  by  the  House 
to  honorable  members  wno  may  wish  to  bring 
before  it  any  matter  afiecting  their  personfu 
obaxfu^r.  I  have  had  my  attention  called  to  a 
letter  in  the  New  Zealander  of  this  day,  signed 
by  a  person  who  calls  himself  "J.  C.  Brown." 
Sir,  this  person  makes  statements  which  affect  mv 
oharaoter,  and  therefore  I  trust  the  House  will 
bear  with  me  for  one  or  two  moments.  The 
statements  made  are  two  in  nimiber.  They 
are  statements  afiecting  my  character  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties  as  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown.  The  second  statement  I  shall  only 
briefly  advert  to.  It  is,  that  I  was  a  party 
to  sending  the  Q-ovemment  steamer  "Luna" 
down  to  Ota|;o  to  bring  up  two  particular  gentle- 
men to  Wellington.  1  can  only  say  with  regard 
to  that,  that  it  is  an  entire  mistake,  as  any  honor- 
able member  will  find  out,  on  making  inquiry, 
that  the  steamer  on  that  occasion  was  sent  to 
Otago  to  carry  back  the  San  Francisco  mail,  and 
on  returning  it  is  true  that  she  did  bring  up  those 
That  will  no  doubt  be  found  from  an 
TocaiMffiip 


examination  of  the  records  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  at  the  time.  The  other  statement  ia 
contained  in  the  following  paragraph  of  that 
letter.  This  person  writes,  he  is  not  likely  to 
support  a  Government  witli  John  Hall  as  Premier. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HALL.— Well,  I  can  only  say  I  hat  that  is 
a  statement  which  is  very  satisfactory  to  John 
Hall.  This  person  then  goes  on,  "  My  own 
experience  of  a  Government  of  which  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  was  a  member — I  refer  to  the 
Vogel-cum-HaU  Government  of  1872,  when  that 
Government  was  on  its  last  legs,  on  the  eve  of  the 
division  which  brought  the  Stafford  Government 
into  existence — is  this :  The  Hall  Government 
offered  to  myself  anything  I  chose  to  name  for 
my  vote.  My  reply  was,  that  I  required  nothing 
for  myself,  but  that  they  should  be  honest  in 
their  dealings."  Sir,  this  is  a  statement  made 
not  in  this  House.  Of  course,  any  statement 
made  by  a  member  in  this  House  affecting  my 
character,  or  any  statement  from  which  I  was 
compelled  to  differ,  I  should  express  my  dissent 
from  in  the  usual  parliamentary  terms ;  but 
this  is  a  statement  made  by  a  person  in  a  public 
newspaper  outside  the  House,  and  I  have  the 
right  of  characterizing  that  statement  in  verj 
pkin  English.  Now,  Sir,  the  gentlemen  who 
were  members  of  the  Government  with  myself 
at  that  time  were — the  late  Sir  Donald  MoLean, 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Julius  Yogel,  Mr.  J.  D.  Ormond, 
Mr.  William  Reeves,  the  Hon.  Henry  John 
Miller,  and  the  Hon.  William  Gisbome,  who  is 
now  Minister  of  Mines.  The  testimony  of  Sip 
Donald  McLean  cannot  now  be  obtained.  The 
testimony  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel  and  Sir  Edward 
Stafford  cannot  be  obtained  soon.  The  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Reeves,  who  was  Minister  of  Works 
for  the  Middle  Island — with  which  part  of  the 
colony  I  understand  this  person  is  connected — I 
shall  endeavour  to  obtain  with  the  least  possible 
delay.  I  have  appealed  to  Mr.  Ormond  and  the 
Hon.  Henry  John  Miller,  and  I  shall  appeal  to 
the  Minister  of  Mines  presently.  There  is  no  dif- 
ference whaterer  in  the  testimony  of  those  honor- 
able gentlemen.  Sir,  the  statement  in  the  letter 
is,  not  that  any  overtures  were  made  by  anj  one 
connected  with,  or  on  the  part  of,  the  Govern- 
ment, but  it  was  by  the  Hall  Government  itself  ; 
and  the  evident  intention  of  that  statement  is  to 
implicate  myself,  and  to  bring  discredit  on  myself 
at  the  present  time.  I  have  now  only  to  ask  the 
House  to  believe  this :  that  that  statement  is  an 
absolute,  unblushing,  and  unmitigated  falsehood 
— that  there  is  not  one  particle  of  truth  in  it. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  think.  Sir,  I  shall  claim  the 
privilege  of  this  House- — 

Hon.  Membbbs. — Order,  order. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  speak  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  point  of  order  is  this :  that  the  person  who  is 
leader  of  the  Opposition  refers  to  a  statement 
which  appears  in  this  day's  paper  as  being  an  un- 
blushing   

Mr.  HALL.  —  An  absolute,  unblushing,  and 
unmitigated  falsehood. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I,  Sir,  will  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  calline  for  a  Select  Committee  to  prove 
that  every  wora  I  have  said  is  true. 
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Mr.  SPE  AKE:B.~What  is  the  point  of  order  P 

Mr.  BROWN.— The  point  of  order  is  this: 
whether  the  member  has  a  right  to  designate 
another  member  by  such  a  term  as  he  has  done  P 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  question  of  privilege 
protecting  what  a  member  may  say  does  not 
extend  beyond  the  words  that  are  used  in  the 
coorte  of  debate  in  this  House. 

Mr.  HALL. — Neither  myself,  nor  any  mem- 
bers of  the  then  6h>Ternment  to  whom  I  have  re- 
ferred, have  the  slightest  recollection  that  the 
name  of  this  person,  J.  C.  Brown,  was  ever  men- 
Uoned  in  the  GK>Temment.  Sir,  I  haye  now  only 
to  say  that  I  think  any  further  comment  on  my 
part  is  unnecessary.  I  feel  confident  that  neither 
myself  nor  my  then  colleagues  will  suffer  from 
any  statement  made  by  that  person.  I  will  con- 
clude by  asking  the  Minister  of  Mines  whether 
he  has  any  recollection  of  the  circumstance,  and 
whether  he  believes  that  statement  I  have  read 
to  be  founded  on  truth  or  not. 

Blr.  GISBORNE.— -An  appeal  has  been  made 
to  me.  I  was  a  member  of  the  GoTcmment  at 
the  time.  I  hare  certainly  no  knowledge  of  such 
an  offer  having  been  made  as  is  described  in  the 
letter,  and  I  certainly  should  have  been  no  party 
myself  to  making  it.  I  would  not  consent  for  a 
moment  to  sit  in  any  Ministry  which  agreed  to 
make  an  offer  of  the  kind  expressed  in  that  letter. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  think  it  is  necessary  that  I 
fthonld  say  a  few  words.  I  say  that  John  Hall 
was  a  member  of  the  Government  without  port- 
folio at  that  time ;  and  that  he  will  admit.  I 
challenge  that  honorable  gentleman  to  call  for  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  I  will  prove  there  all 
that  has  been  stated  in  that  letter,  and  maybe 
more.  The  Government,  on  the  occasion  referred 
to,  descended  to  all  manner  of  means  for  support. 
They  were  continually  in  the  lobbies,  full  of  pro- 
mises. I  exonerate  my  friend  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  Mr.  Gisborne ;  I  also  exonerate  Mr.  Hall, 
he  being  at  the  time  in  the  Upper  House.  If 
required  I  will  bring  positive  proof  that  such 
offers  were  made. 

Hon.  Mekbbbs. — Name,  name. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Call  for  a  Committee,  and 
the  truth  will  come  out.  A  ereat  deal  more  than 
this  was  done.  Let  him  caU  -for  a  Committee : 
I  challenge  him  to  do  it. 

Hon.  Mbmbbrs. — ^Name,  name ! 

Mr.  BROWN. — I  say  he  was  a  member  of  that 
Government.  When  I  entered  Parliament  in 
1870,  he  was  one  of  two  who  introduced  me  to 
the  Speaker.  I  was  not  a  supporter  of  the  Yogel 
Gk)vemment.  He  came  up  to  impeach  them,  and 
the  next  session  he  was  in  office  with  them — 
poUtically,  a  Johnny  H-all-sorts. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  must  call  on  the  honorable 
member  for  Tuapeka  to  withdraw  that  language. 
I  cannot  allow  such  language  to  be  used  here. 

Mr.  BROWN.- What  am  I  to  withdraw? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  very  offensive  nickname 
you  thought  proper  to  apply  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Selwyn. 

Mr.  BROWN.— If  it  is  necessary  to  with- 
draw it,  I  consent. 

Mr.  BOWEN. — ^The  honorable  gentleman,  I 
nndentand,  was  making  a  personal  explanation. 


I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  reasonable  to 
ask  him  why  he  called  the  Ministry  the  Hall 
Ministry,  when  he  wrote  the  letter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able member  for  Kaiapoi  has  a  right  to  interpose 
in  this  discussion. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

ADJOUBNBD  BBBATB. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER.— Sir,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  take  up  the  tiifie  of  the  House  to  any  great 
extent,  but,  as  a  member  of  the  Goremment 
having  the  confidence  of  the  country,  it  is  only 
right  I  should  say  a  few  words.  My  honorable 
friend  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  told  me  the 
other  day  that  if  his  predecessor  had  had  the  use 
of  the  Government  steamers  he  would  have  been 
in  the  House  in  my  place.  Well,  Sir,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  and  nis  party  did  all  they  could 
to  keep  me  out  of  the  House ;  but  they  could  not 
do  it :  and  I  should  not  have  been  afraid  had  that 
honorable  gentleman  come  down  to  fight  me.  I 
had  once  the  honor  of  contesting  the  seat  with 
a  first-class  knight,  and,  if  he  could  not  beat  me, 
a  second-class  knight  would  have  had  very  little 
chance.  Now,  in  connection  with  the  Oppo- 
sition, what  is  the  main  feature  that  presents 
itself  ?  They  are  a  disunited  Opposition — I  will 
not  say  a  factious  Opposition,  but  it  is  rather  a 
near  approach  to  it — an  Opposition  so  disunited 
that,  while  they  are  agreed  to  turn  out  the  pre- 
sent Government,  they  were  not  united  enough  to 
choose  a  leader  from  amongst  themselves.  They 
were  obliged  to  go  to  the  Upper  House  to  select 
a  leader  who  could  carry  out  their  liberal  mea- 
sures. It  is  a  remarkable  thing  that  honorable 
gentlemen  should  profess  Liberalism,  but  what 
most  surprises  me  is  that  they  should  have  the 
effrontery  to  do  so,  seeing  that  these  gentlemen, 
though  calling  themselves  Liberals,  have  never 
done  anything  liberal  in  their  lives.  I  think 
this  is  the  second  time  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn  has  come  down  from  above  to 
lake  part  in  tho  proceedings  of  this  House; 
and  I  remember  that  on  one  occasion  he  was 
very  glad  to  get  out  of  here  again,  for  fear  the 
doors  of  the  place  above  should  for  ever  be  closed 
against  him.  I  was  exceedingly  disappointed 
with  his  speech  the  other  night.  To  my  mind  it 
was  weak  in  the  extreme.  I  expected  something 
vigorous  from  the  honorable  gentleman;  but  it 
appears  to  me  that  when  he  jumped  into  the 
mantle  of  his  predecessor  he  found  it  to  be  cold 
and  damp,  and  that  that  fact  had  a  very  depress- 
ing effect  upon  him.  The  charges  he  brought 
forward  were  very  much  the  same  as  those  brought 
forward  by  his  predecessor;  but  I  must  admit 
that  his  attack  was  not  characterized  by  that 
coarseness  which  had  marked  the  speech  of  the 
previous  leader  of  the  Opposition  on  a  similar 
occasion.  I  have  always  taken  a  great  interest  in 
my  honorable  friend  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn,  because  we  commenced  our  life  in  the 
colony  together.  However,  he  soon  took  to 
polishing  up  "the  handle  of  the  big  front  door" 
of  a  provincial  office  in  Canterburv,  while  I 
remained  where  I  was.  By-and-by  ne  was  able 
to  make  provincial  laws,  and  got  so  far  advanced 
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as  to  make  them  pleasant  and  beneficial  to  himself 
and  his  friends.  He  was  one  of  those  gentlemen 
who  Toted  for  giving  runs  to  the  large  squatters, 
in  spite  of  a  protest  bj  a  lar^  number  of  mem- 
bers, which  protest  still  remams  on  the  records  of 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Canterbury.  This  is 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  aspires  to  lead  the 
Liberal  party.  Then  I  remember  he  started  a 
small  local  industry  in  the  way  of  manufacturing 
those  celebrated  gridirons,  and  afterwards  went 
in  for  the  creation  of  pre-emptive  rights — both 
striking  instances  of  bis  advanced  liberal  ideas. 
I  really  think  the  honorable  gentleman  has  made 
a  mistake  in  coming  forward  as  a  Liberal  leader.. 
Unfortunately  for  tlie  country  he  has  never  done 
anything  to  show  that  he  is  liberal ;  and  when, 
after  making  use  of  provincial  institutions  for  a 
while,  he  got  into  the  Upper  House,  he  there 
assisted  to  kick  over  the  ladder  which  had  done  so 
much  for  him,  and  which  had  been  a  blessing  to 
the  country. 

Mr.  HiJjL. — ^The  honorable  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. 

Mr.  FISHER.  ~  Then  I  apologize.  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  he  did  attempt  to  kick 
over  proTincial  institutions.  At  any  rate,  he 
joined  the  Government  which  did  kick  oyer  the 
old  provinces. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  was  in  England  at  the  time. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  mean  the  Stafford  GoTem- 
ment.  It  was  they  who  brought  in  the  New 
Provinces  Act,  and  the  Westland  County  Act, 
and  these  Acts  were  the  first  blows  levelled  at 
the  provinces.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  a 
member  of  that  Government,  as  well  as  of  other 
Governments ;  and,  in  fact,  he  ought  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  political  Vicar  of  Bray.  Now  he 
objects  to  .the  Land-Tax  Act ;  but,  after  the 
benefit  he  has  derived  from  the  prosecution  of 
public  works  in  the  colony,  he  ought  to  be  one  of 
the  last  to  object  to  the  land-tax.  I  believe  that 
that  tax  is  one  of  the  best  that  could  have  been 
levied.  Surely  the  large  estates  that  have  reaped 
such  immense  benefit  from  the  public  works  of 
the  colony  ought  to  pay  their  fair  share  towards 
meeting  the  interest  on  the  debt  we  have  in- 
curred thereby ;  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
more  particularly  ought  to  feci  grateful  that  a 
line  of  railway  has  been  run  through,  or,  at  any 
rate,  Tery  close  to,  his  estate,  and  has  been  of  the 
utmost  benefit  to  him.  I  will  not  refer  in  detail 
to  the  various  charges  that  have  been  brought 
against  the  Government;  but  there  are  just  one 
or  two  matters  that  deserve  notice.  My  honor- 
able friend  referred  to  the  *'  Hinemoa ;  '*  but  I 
should  like  to  know  who  purchased  the  "  Hine- 
moa." Not  this  GoTemment,  but  a  prior  Go- 
vernment, who  purchased  her  for  a  yacht ;  and, 
if  the  present  Government  have  used  her,  it 
has  been  for  a  purpose  that  the  late  Government 
never  attempted  to  use  her  for.  The  present 
Premier  has  used  the  "  Hinemoa  "  for  the  pur- 
pose of  visiting  various  parts  of  the  colony,  and 
informing  the  people  of  the  steps  that  were  in- 
tended to  be  taken  for  their  benefit.  The  late 
Government  certainly  did  not  do  that;  a"d  why? 
Simply  because  they  had  no  policy,  unless  you 
can  call  their  destructiTenets  a  policy — a  policy 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fuher 


for  destroying  the  provinces,  but  not  a  poUoj 
for  putting  anything  in  their  place. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — There  is  time  for  that. 

Mr.  FISHER.  — Well,  it  is  time  that  time 
arrived.  They  never  cared  for  using  the  "  Hine* 
moa."  All  the  "  continuous  Ministry"  cared  for 
was  to  destroy  the  provinces,  and  to  take  "  poli« 
tical  rest,"  with  an  occasional  cruise  in  the  steamer. 
The  steamer  has  been  used  for  a  beneficial  pur- 
pose since  the  present  Gt)vemment  came  into 
office.  The  Premier,  by  using  her,  has  not  only 
been  able  to  do  the  work  of  me  country,  but  has 
mixed  among  the  people,  and  has  been  able  to 
learn  what  the  wants  of  the  country  are.  Ab- 
other  charge  that  has  been  made  against  the 
Government  is,  that  they  have  interfered  im- 
properly with  the  Civil  Service  of  the  country  by 
putting  outsiders  into  it;  but  I  think  the  Opposi- 
tion have  only  been  able  to  discover  one  instance. 
Other  Governments  have  done  much  worse  than 
that.  I  remember  a  Gt>vemment  which  made 
four  such  appointments,  two  of  the  appointees 
being  members  of  this  House  at  the  time.  That 
cannot  be  done  now ;  but  still  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, that  that  Gt)vemment  actually  appointed 
two  members  of  Parliament  to  the  Civil  Service. 
I  have  a  strong  feeling  with  regard  to  the  Civil 
Service  of  the  colony.  I  think  great  care  ought 
to  be  taken  that  no  outsiders  are  placed  in  the 
Service.  When  persons  in  the  Service  arc  capable 
of  performing  the  duties  required  for  a  particular 
office,  they  should  be  promoted.  What  chance  is 
there  of  a  good  Civil  Service,  if  outside  men  are 
to  be  taken  and  put  above  the  heads  of  old  Civil 
servants?  I  have  a  strong  feeling  in  the  matter, 
for  I  once  belonged  to  a  class  of  men  who  prayed 
for  promotion.  Had  any  one  been  placed  over  my 
head  after  I  had  served  the  two  years  to  entitle 
me  to  promotion,  I  should  have  felt  very  much 
aggrieved ;  therefore  I  hold  that,  if  we  can  find 
men  in  the  Service  capable  of  doing  the  work 
we  require,  we  should  not  go  outside  the  Servioe 
to  fill  up  the  vacancies  that  may  occur.  Then 
we  had  a  charge  about  a  clock — that  the  Premier 
had  for  political  purposes  presented  a  dock  to 
his  Christchurch  constituents.  Well,  Sir,  I  can 
only  say  that  the  clock  had  been  lying  useless  in 
Christchurch  for  years ;  and  really  I  cannot  sea 
what  political  dishonesty  can  be  attached  to  an 
action  of  that  sort.  It  is  not  worth  my  while  to 
refer  to  the  many  other  statements  that  have  been 
made ;  but  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on 
the  allegations  that  we  have  heard  re«&rding  im- 
migration. Any  gentleman  in  this  House  must 
know  what  has  been  going  on  in  the  colony  of 
late,  and  must  know  that  we  must  deal  cautiously 
with  immigration  in  the  present  state  of  affairs. 
Why,  we  have  now  hunareds  of  men  travelling 
through  the  country  seeking  for  employment: 
still,  a  few  months  ago  we  had  ^I'eat  pressure  put 
upon  us  to  bring  more  immigrants  out.  We 
know  the  dass  from  whom  that  pressure  comes  ; 
but  we  do  not  want  to  see  a  lot  of  men  running 
about  the  country  looking  for  something  to  do. 
There  are  plenty  of  men  in  the  colony  who  object 
to  the  present  condition  of  things,  and  say  wages 
are  too  high.  Those  gentlemen  would  like  to  see 
repeated  here  a  state  of  things  in  which  men  get 
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but  48.  a  day,  with  work  but  three  daye  a  week, 
and  have  to  paj  8«.  a  week  out  of  their  earnings 
to  i^t  a  miserable  two-roomed  shanty.  I  hare 
had  practical  experience  of  these  things,  and  I 
do  not  wish  to  see  men  brought  oat  here  to  such 
a  life  as  that.  There  are  now  a  great  many  im- 
migrants on  their  way  —  some  nominated  and 
some  paying  their  own  passage — ^but,  in  the  pre- 
sent  state  of  things,  I  do  not  know  where  they 
are  going  to  find  employment.  I  suppose  the 
GoTemment  will  be  expected  to  find  them  em- 
ployment. To  my  mind  all  the  charges  that 
hare  been  made  against  the  Qoyemment  are  Tery 
trumpery.  They  are  not  statesmanlike,  and  I 
certainly  did  expect  something  belter  fi^m  the 
moTer.  Altogether,  I  think  the  Houfe  will  do 
well  to  pause  before  they  affirm  such  a  motion  as 
has  been  brought  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Selvyn. 

Mr.  MURBAY.— Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  allow 
this  debate  to  come  to  a  close  without  expressing 
some  of  tlie  yiews  which  I  hold  with  regard  to 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn.  I  was  one  of  those  who  did  not  take 
any  part  in  the  division  which  resulted  in  the 
defeat  of  the  Ministry  last  session  and  the  con- 
eequent  dissolution  of  the  House.  I  fiiiled  to  see 
at  the  time  the  grounds  upon  which  His  Excel- 
lency was  advised  to  grant  a  dissolution.  The 
Hooee  had  expressed  itself  as  fayourable  to  all  the 
liberal  measures  which  the  Gh>Temment  proposed 
ae  their  political  platform.  The  Electornl  Bill 
was  passed  by  this  House  and  by  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  in  almost  the  identical 
form  in  which  it  hod  emanated  from  the  Ministry. 
We  should  natarallr  suppose  that  that  measure 
was  the  result  of  the  united  wisdom  and  de^p 
eonsultation  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
occupy  those  benches ;  but  my  own  conriction  is 
that  it  was  not  so,  but  that  the  measure  was  the 
result  of  the  labour  of  an  honorable  gentleman 
whom  we  all  regret  to  see  absent  from  the  House 
— I  mean  the  late  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Stout. 
When,  howerer,  that  measure  was  prepared  and 
placed  before  this  House,  it  suddenly  seemed  to 
ooeur  to  one  or  two  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
Ministry,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
Katire  people,  and  particularly  partial  to  them, 
that  they  should  confer  a  special  privilege  upon 
the  Nadve  race  which  Europeans  do  not  possess. 
In  hatf  following  out  a  peoulisr  characteristic 
oi  the  administration  of  atTairs  in  New  Zealand, 
we  were  called  upon  to  regard  the  Maoris  as 
vastly  superior  to  t lie  Europeans.  But  the  Upper 
House  very  properly  declined  to  say  that  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race  was  inferior  to  tlie  Maori  or  any 
other,  race.  They  would  not  say  two  Europeans 
were  only  as  good  as  one  Maori,  and  therefore  they 
retamed  the  measure  to  the  House  in  the  exact 
form  in  which  it  emanated  from  the  Minbtry. 
The  House  is  consequently  not  to  blame  for  that 
measure  not  being  the  law  of  the  land  now ;  and 
on  that  ground  there  was  no  necessity  for  grant- 
ing a  dissolution.  As  to  the  redistribution  of 
scats,  I  woold  ask.  What  has  this  Ministry  done 
during  the  years  it  has  been  in  office?  And 
what  did  the  Ministry  who  preceded  them  do  ? 
Keithar  of  them  made  any  attempt  whatever  to 


put  the  representation  of  the  people  on  a  fair 
basis.  The  proposal  which  was  placed  before 
Pariiament  in  1876,  and  which  was  passed  into 
law,  simply  added  a  few  more  members,  and  the 
result  certainly  did  not  go  to  show  that  an  in* 
crease  of  members  tended  to  the  more  efficient 
discharge  of  public  duties.  As  many  honorable 
gentlemen  know,  tliat  is  a  matter  in  which  I 
myself  have  taken  an  active  part  on  several 
occasions,  and  have  endeavoured  to  get  a  fairer 
distribution  of  the  representation.  The  late 
honorable  member  for  Biverton,  Dr.  Hodgkinson, 
son,  also  moved  in  the  same  direction;  but  he 
could  got  no  response  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
men on  the  Ministerial  benches.  It  is  therefore 
no  fault  of  this  House  that  that  measure  has 
not  become  law ;  and,  if  the  House  does  not  fairly 
represent  the  population  of  the  country,  we  are 
not  to  blame,  but  the  gentlemen  who  lead  the 
House.  The  House  last  year  represented  the 
country  just  as  well  as  it  does  now,  and  conse- 
quently that  was  no  fair  ground  on  which  to 
advise  His  Excellency  to  grant  a  dissolution.  I 
do  not  regard  the  question  of  triennial  Parlia- 
ments as  a  burning  cry,  and  I  told  my  con- 
stituents so.  I  look  upon  it  as  only  one  of  those 
political  cries  raised  by  the  Chartists  in  England 
years  ago,  and  under  entirely  different  circum- 
stances; and  therefore  we,  in  this  colony,  are 
called  upon  to  adopt  the  measure.  The  Imperial 
Parliauient  two  hundred  years  ago  tried  the 
system  of  septennial  Parliaments,  and  have  never 
since  seen  cause  to  change  it.  I  say  that  if  a 
man  be  returned  by  a  constituency  for  five 
years,  or  even  three  years,  and 'they  see  cause 
for  losing  confidence  in  him,  they  should  not  be 
compelled  to  retain  him  for  even  one  year.  Let 
us  make  a  fair  compromise,  and  have  our  Par- 
liaments elected  for  four  years  instead  of  five,  if 
you  think  that  too  long,  but  leave  it  open  to  any 
constituency  to  sign  a  petition  and  send  it  to 
you,  Sir,  as  soon  as  their  representative  has  lost 
their  confidence ;  and  you  should  there  and  then 
be  compelled  to  issue  a  new  writ,  so  that  no 
constituency  might  necessarily  be  misrepresented 
for  more  than  one  year.  On  these  grounds  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  country  should  have  been  put 
to  an  expense  of  at  least  £100,000  by  the  last  elec- 
tions ;  why  the  constituents  should  have  been  put 
to  all  this  trouble  at  the  most  inconvenient  season 
of  the  year — they  should  have  been  taken  away 
from  the  useful  employment  of  putting  seed  into 
the  ground  merely  to  play  at  politics.  And  all  this 
was  done  purely  on  personal  grounds.  Who 
opposed  the  measures  of  those  honorable  gentle- 
men ?  Nobody.  The  question  that  was  sent  to 
the  country  was  simply  whether  two  or  three 
gentlemen  whom  the  House  had  by  a  large 
majority  declared  to  be  unfit  to  govern  the 
country  were  still  to  remain  on  those  benches. 
This  action  of  His  Excellency — and  I  say  it  with 
all  respect — appears  to  me  to  have  put  the  House 
in  this  positiou  as  a  precedent  for  all  future  time  : 
that  it  must  submit  to  the  grossest  misgovern- 
ment;  or,  if  it  does  not,  a  Ministry  can  say, 
"  We  will  put  the  country  to  an  expense  of  at 
least  £100,000  by  advising  the  Governor  to  grant 
a  dissolation."    That  is  the  effect  of  granting  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


102 


Address  in  Reply. 


[HOUSE.]  Address  in  Reply.  [Oct.  2 


dissolution,  not  on  a  policy,  but  on  the  question 
of  whether  gentlemen  who  bsTe  lost  the  confi- 
dence of  the  House  are  to  remain  on  the  Minis- 
terial benches.  Having  made  these  remarks  on 
the  policy  of  the  GK>Ternmetit  and  on  the  ques- 
tion of  dissolution,  I  will  now  turn  to  the  question 
immediately  before  the  House — ^namely,  His  Ex- 
cellency's Speech.  His  Excellency  says,  "It  is 
matter  for  congratulation  that,  notwithstandinfi; 
the  severe  monetary  pressure  and  commercial 
gloom  which  have  for  some  time  past  prevailed 
throughout  the  world,  the  position  of  this  colony 
is  thoroughly  sound."  We  are  asked  to  affirm 
that  proposition  without  any  information  being 
laid  before  us.  Where  is  the  Financial  State- 
ment? Where  is  the  information  we  ought  to 
have  as  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  country 
when  we  are  asked  to  affirm  such  a  proposi- 
tion as  that  ?  I  will  state  a  few  facts  which  I 
have  collated,  notwithstanding  tlie  reticence  as 
to  financial  matters  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  occupies  the  position  of  Colonial  Treasurer 
at  the  present  time.  I  find  that  the  bank  returns 
show  that  the  advances  made  during  the  year  1878 
amounted  to  £12,633,497,  and  for  the  year  ending 
SOth  June  last  £14,017,707,  showing  an  increased 
indebtedness  to  the  banks  of  £1,384,210.  The 
mortgage  indebtedness  of  the  colony  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1878  was  £14,063,351 ; 
the  mortgages  dniiug  the  year  1878  amounted  to 
£7,872,821,  and  the  releases  to  £2,720,297,  show- 
ing  an  increase  to  the  amount  of  the  mortgage 
indebtedness  of  £5,152,524,  and  making  the 
amount  of  mortgages  up  to  the  end  of  1878 
£19,217,875.  Taking  the  mortgages  for  the  pre- 
sent year  at  the  same  rate  they  would  amount  to 
date  to  £3,600,000,  making  the  private  mortgages 
at  the  present  time  £22,817,875.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  arrive  at  an  exact  estimate  of  the 
indebtedness  of  local  bodies,  but  I  thiuk  it  may 
be  fairly  estimated  at  about  £2,000,000.  Adding 
these  to  the  bank  advances,  we  have  a  total  in- 
debtedness in  these  respects  of  £38,835,582.  The 
public  debt  of  the  colony  at  the  present  time  is 
£23,222,311.  Add  to  this  the  new  £5,000,000  loan, 
and  we  have  a  total  private  and  public  debt  of 
£67,057,893, from  which  deduct  the  Sinking  Fund 
Account,  £1,709,007,  and  we  find  that  the  debts  of 
New  Zealand  to  internal  and  external  creditors 
amount  to  £65,348,886.  I  challo.ige  any  of  the 
honorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches  to  disprove 
my  figures.  This  is  not  all  due  to  external  cre- 
ditors, a  considerable  amount  being  represented 
by  creditors  in  the  colony,  ajid  by  depositors  in 
the  banks;  but,  taking  a  fair  estimate—and  I 
am  borne  out  in  it  by  gentlemen  of  considerable 
acquaintance  with  such  subjects,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  amongst  others  —I  believe  the  total 
yearly  debt-charge  for  public  and  private  debts 
due  to  external  creditors  amounts  to  upwards  of 
£3,000,000.  So  that  we  have  to  send  out  as  a 
tribute  to  the  foreign  capitalist  more  than  the 
whole  value  of  our  wool  exports.  Taking,  now, 
the  import  and  export  returns,  I  find  them  iu 
the  same  unsatisfactory  condition.  In  1871  the 
value  of  our  exports  was  £5,282,084,  and  in  1878 
£5,192,487,  or  a  decrease  of  £80,597.  My  figures 
as  regards  the  exports  for  the  present  year  do  not 
Mr,  Murray 


agree  with  those  of  the  Government,  because  ther 
estimate  the  whole  of  the  wool  exported  at  Is.  lid. 
a  pound,  whereas  I  estimate  it  at  lOd.  That  is 
about  the  net  price  to  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land, after  deducting  freight  and  all  charges.  I 
am  sure  honorable  memlKsrs  who  know  anything 
of  the  subject  will  agree  that  my  estimate  of  lOd. 
a  pound  in  the  colony  is  a  high  estimate,  and 
shows  that  the  G-ovemment  have  over-estimated 
the  value  of  our  wool  exports  for  last  year  by 
£823,213.  Our  imports  for  1878  amounted  to 
£8,755,667 ;  and,  if  we  deduct  the  value  of  the 
exports  from  that,  it  leaves  £3,563,180  aa  the  ex- 
cess of  our  imports  over  exports.  We  have  to 
meet  this  in  some  way,  and  we  have  also  to  me^ 
the  charge  on  our  public  debt  outside  the  colony, 
so  that  there  is  a  deficiency  of  £6,563,180,  to  be 
met  either  by  introducing  foreign  capital  or  in- 
creasing our  public  debt.  These  figures  will,  I 
think,  show  us  that  there  are  some  grounds  for 
apprehension,  and  that  the  financial  condition  of 
the  colony  is  not  in  so  satisfactory  a  condition  as 
His  Excellency's  Advisers  would  lead  the  House 
to  suppose.  When  we  have  these  facta  staring 
us  in  the  face — these  enormous  liabilities  which 
the  colony  has  to  meet  —  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  trifling  with  the  matter  to  be  talking  about 
great  constitutional  questions,  and  about  future 
generations  in  the  colony.  What  we  hare  to 
do  is  to  set  ourselves  to  work  to  consider  gravely 
the  present  condition  of  the  colony,  how  we  are 
to  bring  in  foreign  capital  to  assist  us,  how  we 
are  to  provide  for  the  unemployed  and  for  those 
who  are  in  distress  and  destiluliou  ;  and  not  to 
talk  about  bringing  up  our  children  to  be  states- 
men, and  about  the  poverty  and  misery  iu  which 
people  live  at  Home,  or  of  the  grinding  rapacity 
of  the  rich  there.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  What  we  want  to  do  is  to  pass  such  liberal 
measures  as  will  induce  foreign  capital  to  come 
here.  Now,  what  has  the  Government  done  to 
carry  out  such  a  proposal  as  that  ?  Who  was  it 
raised  the  price  of  land  in  New  Zealand?  Who 
was  it  compelled  the  deferred-payment  settler  to 
pay  £3  an  acre  for  his  land  ?  Who  was  it  sold 
the  deferred-payment  land  by  auction,  and  in 
some  instances  compelled  the  struggling  settler, 
whoso  cause  they  championed,  to  pay  £17  10s.  an 
acre  for  it?  Not  to  pay  it — ^for  of  course  they 
could  not ;  and  in  two  years'  time  many  of  those 
industrious  men  who  had  saved  up  a  few  hundred 
pounds  and  taken  up  locations,  were  forced  by 
this  auction  system  to  pay  enormous  prices,  and 
now  they  are  penniless.  They  have  lost  the  labour 
of  years,  their  savings  hare  gone,  and  they  must 
go  forth  to  seek  employment  and  begin  the  world 
anew  ;  and  this  is  owing  to  the  Ch>vcrnment  who 
claim  a  desire  to  settle  the  working-men  upon  the 
land  of  Now  Zealand.  As  foreign  oountries  have 
been  referred  to,  I  may  perhaps  bo  allowed  to 
allude  to  the  position  of  the  French  agrioultarists ; 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  importance  for  us  to  consider 
the  position  they  occupy,  as  it  has  been  fre- 
quently referred  to  by  other  speakers,  both  in  the 
House  and  outside.  I  find  that  in  France  there 
are  no  less  than  4,000,000  freeholders,  and  that 
4,500,000  of  the  French  people  hold  the  French 
retUest  whereas  in  EngUnd  only  238,000  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


JMreuinBeply.  [HOUSE.] 


ASdrest  in  Seply. 


103 


people  bold  the  national  debt.  Now,  this  com- 
pariaon  is  Tery  snggestire,  and  is  one  which  we 
should  do  well  to  consider  in  shaping  our  land 
regulations  and  our  sjatem  of  government;  be- 
cause it  appears  to  me  that  if  in  England,  with 
the  system  of  taxation  spreading  over  the  whole 
comTnunitjy  the  national  debt  is  held  bj  such 
a  small  number  of  people,  the  tendency  must 
be  to  increase  the  disparity  between  the  rich 
and  the  poor.  And  if  in  England  the  position 
if  unsatisfactory  with  regard  to  the  taxation 
going  into  the  hands  of  a  few  consol-holders, 
how  much  more  unsatisfactory  must  it  become 
in  New  Zealand,  where  the  whole  of  the  charges 
on  account  of  the  public  debt  do  not  return  to 
fertilize  the  soil  and  enrich  the  people,  but  leave 
^e  colony  as  tribute  to  foreign  bondholders! 
These  are  reasons  why  we  should  be  particu- 
larly careful  iu  the  administration  of  the  public 
funds  of  the  colony.  It  was  hoped  that  when 
the  Premier  took  office  he  would  restore  the 
finances  of  New  Zealand  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
dition, and  we  were  told  that  he  intended  to 
reduce  the  estimates  by  a  very  large  amount.  I 
remember  him  saying  that  he  would  go  into  that 
room  and  in  half-an-hour  reduce  the  estimates 
by  £100,000.  Well,  that  has  not  been  done.  We 
were  told  that  one  of  the  Q-ovemment  steamers 
wma  to  be  told.  The  Ministerial  residences  were 
to  be  disposed  of.  The  honorable  member  for 
Tuapeka  has  ceased  expressing  his  virtuous  in- 
dignation against  those  Ministerial  residences 
which  he  used  to  object  to  so  much  when  they 
were  occupied  by  the  previous  Govern  m  en t. 
Why  are  not  those  motions  regarding  the  sale 
of  the  Ministerial  residences  now  placed  on  the 
Order  Paper?  Then  we  were  told  that  there 
was  to  be  a  wonderful  change  in  the  administra- 
tion of  Native  affairs.  Now,  I  will  just  read 
what  the  Premier  said  on  that  point  : — 

"  With  re^rd  to  the  Native  lands,  we  propose 
at  once  to  withdraw  the  Native  Land  Sales  Sus- 
pension BQl.  I  find,  on  consultation  with  my 
rolleagnes,  that  they  agree  in  the  pretty  general 
opinion  that  this  measure  is  not  popular  with  the 
Natire  race,  and  not  likely,  in  its  present  form, 
to  produce  the  advantages  that  were  expected 
from  it.     But  we  find  that  really  all  neeesjiary 

Cers  are  conferred  upon  us  by  *The  Native 
da  Act,  1873.' " 

And  then  he  goes  on  to  say, — 

"  Cknerally,  with  regard  to  the  Natire  race, 
the  House  may  depend  upon  this :  that  our 
ixiiicy  will  be  one  of  continued  amalgamation,  of 
mstmction  of  the  Native  race,  of  an  attempt  to 
encourage  the  most  friendly  relations  with  them. 
I  hope  that,  our  acquaintauce  with  the  Native 
noe  being  now  so  large,  our  dealings  with  them 
having  existed  for  so  many  years,  a  policy  such 
as  I  hare  stated  may  be  greatly  successful.  Of 
this  I  am  sure — the  fact  of  my  having  to  aid  me 
as  a  colleague  a  gentleman  bom  in  New  2!ealand, 
knowing  the  Natives  from  his  childhood,  and 
much  regarded  and  esteemed  by  them,  will  be  to 
me  an  adrantage  such  as  could  not  have  been  en- 
joyed by  a  Ministry  in  New  SSealand  at  an  earher 
period  of  its  history,  because  no  person  so  bom, 
10  edacated,  and  with  such  a  knowledge  of  the 


feelings  of  the  Native  race,  was  then  to  be  found 
in  this  country." 

That  is  the  very  high  character  which  was  given 
to  the  present  Native  Minister.  Therefore,  if 
the  Ministry  have  failed  in  their  management 
of  Native  affairs,  it  must  have  been  through  their 
own  fault,  acting  as  they  did  under  such  very 
advantageous  circumstances.  Here  is  what  Mr. 
Sheehan  then  said  : — 

"Apart  from  the  fact  that  the  chance  of  a 
Native  outbreak  is  something  below  zero,  all  the 
evidence  points  in  the  direction  that  we  need  not 
any  further  dread  a  Native  war.  We  know  that 
the  Natives  themselves  wish  to  be  reconciled  to 
their  European  friends,  and  that  they  are  de- 
sirous of  becoming  amenable  to  the  law.  They 
are  settling  down  into  steady  habits,  and  the 
King  Natives  have  invited  to  live  amongst  them 
a  large  number  of  the  most  loyal  Natives  in  the 
colonv — I  mean  the  people  of  whom  Te  Wheoro 
is  a  leading  chief.  There  is  another  reason  why 
I  think  we  may  dismiss  from  our  minds  the  idea 
that  there  is  any  possibility  of  a  Native  outbreak, 
and  that  is  that  the  King  country  is  split  into 
two  parts.*' 

I  hope  honorable  members  will  remark  this, 
because  it  has  been  claimed  by  the  present 
Ministry  that  they  have  detached  Bewi  from 
the  King.  But  this  was  during  the  session  of 
1877,  when  the  Ministry  had  only  been  a  few 
days  in  office : — 

"  On  the  one  side  we  have  the  Kine  and  his 
party,  and  on  the  other  side  we  have  Itewi  and 
his  party ;  and  I  do  not  think  they  would  unite 
again  to  wage  war  with  the  Europeans." 

Therefore  the  sreat  card  in  the  Ministerial 
game,  Bevri,  was  detached  from  the  King  before 
they  had  assumed  the  reins  of  government ;  and 
all  these  stories  we  have  heard  about  Bewi  com- 
ing to  us  with  an  offer  to  make  a  railway  are 
simply  sham  and  bunkum,  and  are  only  used  as 
a  means  of  misleading  the  southern  members, 
who  do  not  know  anything  about  Native  matters. 
Those  gentlemen  who  represent  the  part  of  the 
country  more  immediately  affected,  and  who  have 
stood  by  it  resolutely,  are  those  who  disbelieve  in 
the  Bewi  craze.  We  were  told  that  Bewi  was  to 
give  land  to  make  a  railway  from  Taranaki  to 
Waikato.  Now,  I  have  been  making  inquiries 
about  this,  and  I  understand  that  Bewi  has  not 
ten  thousand  acres  of  his  own  to  give,  instead  of 
five  million  acres.  The  whole  of  his  hapu  only 
own  140,000  acres,  and  where,  therefore,  are  the 
five  millions  which  he  is  to  give  to  make  the  rail- 
way ?    Mr.  Sheehan  goes  on  to  say, — 

"  It  is  just  as  well  that  we  should  know  this, 
because  there  is  nothing  that  could  do  more  harm 
to  the  colony  than  to  have  the  impression  go  abroad 
that  there  was  any  danger  of  another  Native  war. 
We  must  remember  that  our  public  works  policy 
is  unfinished,  and,  if  that  policy  is  to  be  made 
the  success  which  its  promoters  intended  it  to  be, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  show  to  the  money-lender 
in  England  that  the  borrowed  money  will  not 
have  to  be  spent  in  putting  down  Native  out- 
breaks, but  in  carrying  on  the  public  works  which 
have  already  been  undertaken.  I  look  upon  the 
money  which  has  already  been  spent  in  putting 
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down  Natiye  outbreaks  in  the  light  of  money 
thrown  away." 

And  in  this  I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Sbeeban. 
But  what  does  he  propose  to  do  ?  To  spend 
£360,000  out  of  the  fiye-million  loan  for  the  very 
purpose  against  which  he  expressed  himself  so 
strongly.  Well,  Sir,  that  was  the  manifesto 
deliyered  when  the  Ministry  came  into  power. 
When  they  again  met  the  House  we  were  treated 
to  the  fouowing  passage  in  His  Excellency's 
Address : — 

"  I  oonffTatulat«  you  on  the  fact  that  peaceful 
relations  haye  at  last  been  established  with  the 
Waikato  and  Ngatimaniapoto  tribes.  Complying 
with  the  pressing  and  frequently-receiyed  inyita- 
tious  of  the  leading  chiefs  of  those  tribes,  the 
Premier  and  the  Natiye  Minister  yisited  them  on 
seyeral  occasions  in  their  own  districts,  and  met 
them  also  at  the  Waitara.  Papers  on  this  subject 
will  be  laid  before  you.  They  will  show  that  the 
long  period  of  serious  difficulties  with  the  Natiye 
race  may  reasonably  be  considered  to  be  approach- 
ing a  termination.  There  is  now  a  fair  prospect 
that  before  long  European  enterprise  and  settle- 
ment will  be  welcomed  by  those  great  tribes,  and 
that  they  will  gladly  ayail  themselyes  of  the 
adyantages  which  roads,  railways,  and  telegraphs 
will  bring  to  their  magnificent  territory,  by  whicli 
its  yalue,  and  consequently  the  wealth  and  hap- 
piness of  that  portion  of  the  Natiye  race,  so  long 
estranged  from  us,  must  be  largely  increasod.'* 

And  the  Goyemor  then  went  on  to  the  pro- 
bable construction  of  a  railway  from  Auckland  to 
Taranaki.  The  extracts  I  haye  read  will  show  the 
difference  between  the  promises  of  the  Goyern- 
ment  and  what  they  expected.  And  what  is  now 
the  state  of  Natiye  affairs  ?  In  the  West  it  now  de- 
pends upon  the  caprice  or  fanaticism  of  one  man 
whether  or  not  this  colony  shall  be  plunged  into 
a  Natiye  war.  In  the  North  we  find  that  loyal 
Natiyes  are  in  ciyil  discord,  which  has  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  more  than  one  life.  We  find  that  sur- 
yeyors  haye  been  shot  at  the  Thames — a  place 
which  I  know  something  about ;  and  I  think  I 
kno#  the  man  who  was  shot ;  and  I  may  say 
that  this  unfortunate  occurrence  could  only  haye 
resulted  from  the  grossest  contempt  on  tne  part 
of  the  Maoris  for  the  Q-oyemment— a  contempt 
which  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  Ministers 
demeaning  themselves  and  humiliating  the  colony 
by  grovelHng  before  rebel  Natiyes.  It  is  not  suf- 
ficient that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  should  do 
honor  to  rebels,  but  eyen  His  Excellency  himself 
was  taken  to  do  honor  to  Rowi,  and  to  escort  him 
to  his  home.  Troops  who  haye  always  been 
ready  to  defend  the  colony,  and  who  are  prepared 
at  the  present  time  to  defend  it,  were  demeaned 
by  haying  to  present  arms  to  a  man  who  had 
neyer  surrendered  to  the  Queen's  authority.  This 
has  had  a  most  pernicious  effect  amongst  those 
Natiyes  who  have  been  loyal  and  faithful  to  the 
Goyemment.  What  encouragement  is  it  for  those 
Natiyes  to  continue  loyal,  when  they  are  left  out 
in  the  cold,  and  see  the  Goyemment  cringing  and 
humiliating  themselyes  before  rebels  ?  Now,  Sir, 
I  will  refer  to  the  land  question.  His  Excel- 
lency's Speech  says,  "A  Bill  will  be  submitted 
for  your  consideration  to  suspend  plundifey  of 
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yoting  in  cases  of  elections  of  local  goyeming 
bodies,  whilst  those  bodies  are  subsidized  out  of 
the  general  reyenue  of  the  colony."  The  Premier 
told  the  electors  in  Auckland  that  he  would  not 
rest  satisfied  so  long  as  one  part  of  the  colony  was 
enjoying  affluence  and  another  part  was  sunk  in 
poverty  and  destitution,  while  the  public  estate 
which  belonged  to  the  colony  as  a  whole  was 
available.  We  took  away  the  public  estates  from 
Otago  and  Canterbury  and  made  them  colonial, 
but  left  20  per  cent,  as  an  endowment  to  the 
local  bodies.  His  proposal  is,  under  the  spe- 
cious pretence  of  abolishing  plural  voting,  now 
to  take  away  that  20  per  cent,  from  the  local 
bodies  unless  they  will  agree  to  submit  to  a  great 
wrong.  Local  representation  is  different  alto- 
gether from  the  question  of  the  representation 
of  the  people ;  it  is  a  question  of  business,  and 
plural  voting  in  the  case  of  the  local  bodies  is 
perfectly  justifiable.  The  representation  of  the 
country  is  an  entirely  different  matter.  Eyery 
man  who  is  sane,  who  is  not  a  drunkard,  who  is 
not  a  criminal,  should  have  equal  yoting  power, 
because,  after  all,  the  laws  are  only  contracts,  and 
only  those  who  are  parties  to  those  contracts 
should  be  bound  by  them.  And  I  go  further.  I 
agree  with  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and 
!BelI,  who  is  an  honor  to  this  House,  and  a  credit 
to  the  constituency  that  returned  him,  that  female 
suffrage  should  be  adopted  in  this  colony ;  and  if 
he  wiU  bring  forward  that  proposal  he  shall  have 
my  support.  I  shall  now  sum  up  a  few  of  the 
charges  I  have  to  bring  against  the  Ministry,  and 
in  doing  so  I  wish  to  say  that  my  opposition  doea 
not  extend  to  the  Ministry  as  a  whole.  There 
are  gentlemen  on  those  benches  who  haye  been 
my  loyal  allies  in  former  fights  in  this  House, 
and  I  regret  that  they  should  have  to  be  judged 
by  the  company  they  keep.  I  hope  that  in  any 
change  we  may  make  we  shall  not  consider  merely 
personal  issues;  but  I  must  say  that  it  is  not 
altogether  a  question  of  public  policy  that  is  now 
dividing  the  House — it  is  a  question  whether  cer- 
tain genUemen  are  capable  of  conducting  the 
business  of  the  country.  In  our  own  private 
afilurs,  if  we  haye  any  particular  business  to  do, 
we  get  the  best  men  we  can  to  do  it.  If  we  vrant 
a  lawyer  to  conduct  our  business,  we  employ 
the  most  able  man  we  can  get ;  in  short,  in  all 
branches  of  business  we  look  for  the  most 
trusted,  the  most  capable  men ;  and  now  that  we 
have  these  large  liberal  measures  to  pass  through 
the  Legislature,  and  various  large  financial  pro- 
posals to  discuss,  we  want  to  have  capable  men  on 
the  Ministerial  benches,  and  not  men  who  haye 
proved  themselves  to  be  Untrustworthy.  In  re- 
gard to  financial  reform,  the  GKivemment  have 
utterly  failed.  They  have  confiscated  the  Land 
Fund  of  Otago  and  Canterbury ;  they  have  largely 
increased  the  taxation  of  the  colony ;  they  have 
raised  the  price  of  land,  and  thereby  discouraged 
capital  and  settlement ;  and  they  talk  of  burst- 
ing up  the  estates  of  the  414,000  Europeans, 
who  have  paid  £12,000,000  for  14,000,000  aoi«s 
of  land,  while  40,000  Maoris  are  encouraged  to 
hold  20,000,000  acres  unimproved  and  untaxed. 
Does  not  this  show  special  favour  ?  Then,  again, 
it  is  said  the  laws  of  entail  and  primogenitore 
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must  be  abo1ished»^nd  the  estates  of  Enropeons 
be  enbdiyided ;  but  we  hear  nothing  of  apply- 
ing thb  principle  to  the  raetlj  greater  Maori 
estates.  I  need  not  refer  to  the  promises  of 
the  GoTemment  to  eell  the  Ministerial  residences 
and  the  State  yachts,  or  to  the  proposal  to 
rednoe  their  own  salaries.  None  of  these  things 
were  done;  but  they  are  comparatiFely  triyml 
matters.  But  this  is  the  Ministry  which  in- 
creased the  honorarium  to  £210;  the  Premier 
now  proposes  to  gife  sahiries  to  members ;  and 
would  it  not  be  an  ungrateful  House  that 
would  Tote  against  such  a  Premier  as  that? 
What  is  to  be  the  salary?  Perhaps  £500  a 
year ;  and  what  does  that  mean  ?  An  expendi- 
ture of  about  £60,000  a  year,  which  I  main- 
tain would  be  much  better  spent  upon  repro- 
ductire  improrements  than  in  bringing  men 
here  to  tail  politics.  Then,  again,  the  Govern- 
ment hare  used  the  Legislative  Council,  the 
Bench,  the  magistracy,  the  public  service,  and 
the  public  property  in  an  unusual  and  inexcus- 
able manner  for  party  purposes.  The  Legislative 
Council  has  been  a  credit  to  this  country ;  but 
previous  Governments,  seeing  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  bring  that  body  more  into  accordance 
with  liberal  institutions,  refused  to  make  any 
further  appointments  to  that  House,  in  order  to 
make  the  change  more  easy,  but  this  Govern- 
ment  has  made  a  vast  number  of  appointments 
of  a  character  which  I  think  will  not  tend  to  per- 
petuate the  existence  of  an  Upper  House.  Now 
the  question  arises,  What  change  shall  be  made 
in  the  constitution  of  the  Legislative  Council  ? 
— for  the  appointments  made  bv  the  present  Go- 
Temment show  that  a  change  is  necessary.  We 
cannot  permit  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  be  transformed  into  a  sort  of  museum, 
to  which  members  are  to  be  sent  as  a  reward 
lor  political  services.  In  New  South  Wales  the 
nominative  system  is  in  force;  in  Victoria  the 
elective  system  prevails ;  but  neither  seems  to  be 
Uioroughly  successful,  and  it  is  necessary  that 
some  other  system  should  be  adopted,  and  on  a 
future  occasion  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  to 
explain  my  views  upon  that  point.  Then  I  have 
another  complaint  to  urge  against  the  Govern- 
ment. Tliey  pledged  themselves  to  introduce  a 
Drainage  Bui,  which  is  a  measure  of  considerable 
importance  as  affecting  my  own  and  many  other 
districts  in  the  colony,  where  its  advantages  are 
understood.  But,  though  they  did  not  intro- 
duce the  Drainage  Bill,  they  did  reduce  the  duty 
upon  sugar,  without  conferring  any  practical 
benefit  upon  the  general  consumer.  A  merchant 
told  me  that  the  general  public  was  not  bene- 
fited at  all,  but  that  the  brewers  were  benefited, 
for  they  now  largely  used  sugar  instead  of  malt. 
But  let  us  look  at  the  matter  in  another  way. 
The  importations  of  sugar  into  New  Zealand 
amount  to  £500,000  per  annum,  and  if  in- 
daeements  were  held  out  for  the  establishment 
of  sugar  factories  here  we  should  save  a  large 
portion  of  that  amount.  As  it  is,  the  Govern- 
ment have  reduced  the  duty  and  lost  £100,000. 
We  cannot  afford  to  dispense  with  our  revenue  in 
this  way,  unless  new  gold  fields  are  discovered  in 
some  parte  of  the  colony ;  and  the  next  best  thing 
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to  do  is  to  encourage  local  industries  and  save 
the  money  of  the  colony  in  that  way.  In  France, 
the  production  of  beet-root  sugar  amounts  to 
about  £10,000,000  sterling  annually ;  the  French 
producers  are  now  sending  sugar  into  England  in 
large  quantities ;  and  if  we  could  establish  such 
an  industry  in  New  Zealand  it  would  not  only 
be  the  means  of  settling  down  a  valuable  class  of 
agricultural  settlers,  but  it  would  save  a  great 
amount  of  money  which  is  sent  out  of  the  colony 
at  the  present  time.  I  am  afraid  the  Govern- 
ment, by  their  "  liberal "  measures,  are  inflicting 
serious  injury  upon  the  colony.  Instead  of  their 
Native  policy  being  successful,  the  so-called  Maori 
King,  who  previously  hod  very  humble  preten* 
sions,  now  claims  that  the  whole  of  New  Zealand 
is  under  his  sovereignty.  Then  there  is  another 
matter  that  demands  notice.  The  Premier,  I 
regret  to  sec,  has  been  using  his  position  in  a 
manner  which  I  consider  altogether  unconstitu- 
tional, and  unworthy  of  his  antecedents,  to  raise 
class  feeling  throughout  the  countrjr.  During  the 
last  want-of-confidence  discussion  in  this  House 
a  public  meeting  was  convened  in  this  city,  with 
the  object  of  intimidating  the  Parliament.  That 
in  itself  ought  to  stamp  any  man  as  not  being  the 
friend  of  free  institutions.  Then  there  is  the 
railway  from  the  Waikato  to  the  Thames,  which 
was  to  assist  in  extending  the  railway  system  of 
New  Zealand,  and,  by  tapping  the  navigation  of 
the  Thames  River  at  Te  Aroba,  give  the  benefit  of 
railway  communication  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Thames  Valley  and  the  people  at  Qrahamstown ; 
but,  instead  of  this,  the  Premier  went  down  to 
the  Hauraki  Gulf,  and  turned  the  first  sod  of  a 
railway  which  was  of  little  advantage  to  the  dis- 
trict. He  spent  something  like  £57,000,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  £168,000  mentioned  in  the 
Public  Works  Statement,  to  complete  the  autho- 
rised line  of  thirty  miles  from  Waikato  to  Te 
Aroha,  will  be  swallowed  up  in  this  one  portion  ; 
and  when  they  arrive  at  Te  Aroha  there  will  bo 
a  blank  of  thirty  miles  between  Waikato  and  the 
Thames  which  will  not  be  filled  up — the  district 
will  not  have  the  adfantages  of  railway  com- 
munication with  our  railway  system,  while  the 
railway  constructed  will  run  parallel  with  the 
Thames  —  a  fine,  navigable  river.  If  the  rail- 
way between  the  Waikato  and  the  Thames  is 
found  to  succeed,  this  House  would  probably 
hare  to  extend  the  line  to  Shortland  and 
Grahamstown ;  but  that  is  a  matter  for  future 
consideration.  However,  I  must  say  that  the 
gentlemen  who  would  do  these  things  are  utterly 
unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  this  House.  I 
need  not  refer  to  the  conduct  of  the  Premier  in 
regard  to  the  Land  Act— other  members  have 
spoken  of  that  matter ;  but,  when  I  first  heard  of 
it,  it  appeared  to  me  to  resemble  the  trick  of  the 
Heathen  Chinee  who  shoved  the  "  right  bower  " 
up  his  sleeve.  Now,  no  one  can  approve  of  such 
acts.  What  should  I  say  if  I  sent  a  clerk  to 
the  Bank  with  a  number  of  cheques,  and  found 
him  slipping  one  up  his  sleeve?  Many  years 
ago,  when  we  were  fighting  against  the  squatting 
interest  of  Otago,  my  honorable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers  knows  well  that  he  was 
returned  with  my  assistance  to  defeat  schemes 
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for  locking  up  the  lands  in  tbe  hands  of  the 
squatters,  and  that  the  QoTernor  at  the  time 
did  not  see  fit  to  exercise  the  privilege  which 
he  undoubtedly  possessed  of  disallowing  those 
Bills.  He  prefers,  when  Governor  of  the  country 
by  the  will  of  the  people,  to  act  in  an  uncon- 
stitutional manner  and  try  to  prevent  a  Bill 
becoming  law  which  was  the  property  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  which  he  was  con- 
stitutionally bound  to  see  carried  into  effect,  even 
supposing  he  did  not  approve  of  it,  although, 
as  was  the  case,  it  had  been  passed  by  his  own 
Government.  The  Premier  al-o  claims  to  have 
conferred  on  the  people  of  New  Zealand  the 
priceless  boon  of  free  education.  How  did  the 
Premier  confer  that  boon  P  Was  it  by  taxation 
on  the  Island  of  Kawau?  No.  It  was  con- 
ferred by  means  of  the  taxation  of  the  whole 
people  of  New  Zealand  :  free  education  of  which 
a  large  and  important  section  in  this  communitv 
cannot,  from  conscientious  convictions,  avail 
themselves — free  education  for  which  all  have  to 
pay,  but  of  which  only  a  portion  can  avail  them- 
selves. Now,  the  plurality  of  voting  is  another 
objection.  I  have  heard  that  the  Government 
do  not  intend  to  press  theis  measure  to  abolish 
that :  but,  if  they  do  not  intend  to  press  it,  why 
bring  it  forward?  I  say,  with  Cromwell,  we 
should  never  engage  in  battle  unless  we  are  deter- 
mined to  press  on  to  victory.  If  a  man  does  not 
intend  to  fight  to  the  bitter  end,  it  only  weakens 
his  prestige  and  influence  to  engage  in  battle ; 
and  the  Government  ought  not  to  have  placed 
that  paragraph  in  His  Excellency's  mouth  as 
part  of  their  proposals.  With  regard  to  changes 
in  our  system  of  government,  I  would  say  it 
is  not  well  that  we  should  be  continually  alter- 
ing our  forms  of  administration.  The  welfare 
of  the  country  is  more  dependent  upon  good 
management  than  upon  continued  alteration  of 
the  character  of  its  institutions.  I  opposed  the 
abolition  of  provinces  altogether  for  that  reason, 
and  I  think  the  present  Government  are  now 
acting  in  an  injudicious  manner  in  trving  to  stir 
up  class  feelings.  In  saying  the  present  Govern- 
ment, I  exclude  my  friends  from  Otago  and  Can- 
terbury. Our  endeavour  ought  to  be  rather  to  try 
to  stir  up  a  feeling  of  generous  emulation  amone 
the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  to  press  forward 
as  a  united  people  to  fulfil  the  destinies  of  a  great 
nation,  avoioing  class  distinctions  or  party  animo' 
sities.     In  the  words  of  Tennyson,  let  us 

Biog  out  a  slowly-djring  cause, 
And  ancient  furmi  of  party  strife ; 
King  in  the  nobler  modes  of  life, 

With  sweeter  manners,  purer  laws. 

While  I  hope  that,  in  this  new  House,  we  shall 
have  a  better  state  of  feeling  than  appeared  to 
characterize  us  in  the  last  Parliament,  I  regret 
that  many  of  my  old  friends  and  some  of  my  oppo- 
nents, who  were  an  honor  to  this  House,  should 
now  be  absent.  But  I  am  proud  to  see  that  the 
electors  of  New  Zealand  have  been  determined 
that  there  should  not  be  all  loss  as  the  result  of 
the  general  election,  and  have  succeeded  in  return- 
ing many  men  who,  I  trust,  will  be  faithful  to  their 
pledges,  and  honest  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand. 
I  would  suggest  to  them  aU  that  we  should  en- 
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deavour  to  encourage  capital  to  come  amongst  oa 
— that  we  should  not,  by  indiscreet  utterances, 
attempt  to  drive  it  away.  The  Premier,  in  his 
speech  at  Dunedin,  said  we  did  not  want  capitaL 
He  said,  "  Let  them  take  away  their  capital,  and 
leave  us  the  land."  But  I  ask,  what  would  a  man 
do  with  fifty  acres  of  land  which  he  would  have 
to  cultivate  by  scratching  it  with  his  finger-nails  ? 
But  give  him  a  plough  and  a  horse  by  means  of 
capital,  and  you  will  soon  see  a  very  different 
result.  With  regard  to  immigration,  I  have  read 
the  speeches  of  the  Premier  and  of  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works.  Now,  you  have  all  heard  what 
the  Premier  said  with  regard  to  the  wickednesa 
of  the  landowners  of  New  Zealand  in  trying  to 
bring  into  the  country  a  lot  of  men  to  ttanre. 
But  what  does  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
say? — 

"  We  are  told  now  that  there  is  not  sufficient 
employment  in  the  colony  for  those  whom  we 
have  got  in  it.  Well,  gentlemen,  when  I  came 
here,  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  just  exactly  the 
same  story  was  told.  I  found  that  immigration 
was  suspended.  Thero  was  little  or  no  employ- 
ment at  that  time :  in  fact,  men  were  glad  to 
work  for  Ss.  or  3s.  6d.  a  day.  I  have  no  doubt 
there  are  some  here  to-night  who  can  bear  me 
out  in  my  statement.  What  is  more,  gentlemen, 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  point  out  scores  of 
people  who  are  now  very  wealthy  men  in  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  foundation  of  it  was  that  3s.  6d. 
per  day.  I  should  like  to  know  where  the  colony 
would  have  been  had  it  not  been  for  immigration 
then.  Why,  it  was  the  resumption  of  immigra- 
tion which  led  to  increased  employment  and  in- 
creased wages.  I  am  persuaded,  gentlemen,  for 
my  own  part,  that  the  same  principle  should  hold 
good  still.  If  this  colony  is  to  prosper,  its  popu- 
lation must  be  greatly  increased,  and  the  more 
people  we  have  in  the  country  the  better  it  will  be 
for  all.  (Cries  of  *  Oh !  *)  That  is  my  opinion. 
(Applause.)  New  Zealand  is  now,  comparatively 
speaking,  a  wilderness  ;  and,  instead  of  supporting 
400,000  people,  I  believe  it  will  take  many  mil- 
hons  of  people  to  beneficially  occupy  this  country, 
I  am  more  than  amazed  to  hear  men  trying  to 
woo  the  electors  by  decrying  immigration.  Whilst 
pandering,  as  they  think,  to  the  prejudices  of 
working-men,  they  are,  in  reality,  no  friends  of 
the  working-man." 

That  is  the  speech  of  a  statesman  and  of  a  man 
who  understands  the  requirements  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  I  leave  these  eloquent  words  of  mj 
honorable  friend  to  answer  his  chief.  My  honor- 
able friend  the  member  for  Newton,  in  dealing 
with  this  question  of  immigration,  made  a  most 
generous  and  liberal  offer  to  give  any  man  a 
farm  to  live  upon,  and  the  honorable  member 
will  be  able  to  say  whether  any  one  responded 
to  that  generous  offer.  In  Auckland  a  home- 
stead law  is  in  force,  and  the  Government  may 
give  the  land  away  there  for  nothing.  I  do 
not  know  what  has  been  done  in  that  direc- 
tion; but  it  appears  to  me  that,  in  dealing 
with  the  land,  there  should  be  one  law  aU 
over  the  colony.  Land  should  not  be  given  away 
for  nothing  in  Auckland,  and  in  the  South  be 
sold  at  a  "vqt^  high  price.    In  the  South  we  could 
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afford  to  giTO  a  high  price,  because  the  sjstem 
vhioh  preyailed  there  was  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the  monej  should  go  back  to  the  land  in 
the  shape  of  roads  and  other  public  works.  In 
dealing  with  the  land  question  we  need  not  bo 
guided  by  English  precedent  alone ;  we  may  go 
back  still  farther  in  historj,  to  a  state  of  aJTairs 
more  analogous  to  the  position  of  New  Zealand 
than  in  England — when  the  feudal  laws  still 
influenced  landed  estates.  In  ancient  Borne, 
referring  to  the  Licinian  agrarian  laws,  Liry 
•ays,— 

"  Tlie  greater  part  of  the  public  domains  had 
been  let  out  to  nobles  and  powerful  citizens  at 
nominal  rents,  and  were  cultivated  by  slaves. 
Instead  of  farmers  and  yeomen  to  constitute  an 
agricultural  middle  class,  the  bailiff  of  the  absen- 
tee landlord  drove  slaves  into  the  field  to  till  the 
■oil.  The  harvest  was  gathered  in  due  season ; 
but  its  profits  left  no  trace  of  wealth  where  it  had 
grown. 

We  must  avoid  the  same  evil  in  Kew  Zealand. 
We  must  try  to  encourage  resident  proprietors  and 
avoid  absenteeism.  If  we  get  resident  proprietors — 
— not  men  who  have  acquired  large  estates  of  a 
hundred  thousand  acres  under  Sir  George  Grey*s 
land  regulations,  but  men  who  have  sufficient-  to 
keep  them  in  comfort,  with  holdings  not  too 
tmiill  like  those  of  the  French  "habitans*'  of 
Canada,  who  starve  upon  holdings  infinitesimally 
subdivided  —  if  we  do  this,  and  if  we  secure 
wisdom  in  the  administration  of  affairs,  I  believe 
that,  notwithstanding  the  large  amount  of  our 
debt.  New  Zealand  will  be  in  a  sound  condi- 
tion. But  I  feci  that,  so  long  as  we  have  got 
a  Government  as  at  present  constituted,  there 
is  no  hope  for  such  a  state  of  things.  There- 
fore, however  painful  it  may  be  to  vote  against 
friends,  I  am  bound  to  vote  according  to  my 
convictions.  On  this  occasion  I  shall  not  walk 
out  of  the  House,  but  I  shall  vote  against  the 
Ministry  as  at  present  constituted. 

Mr.  BARRON.— Sir,  I  should  not  have  taken 
this  opportunity  of  addressing  the  House  had  it 
not  been  that  it  seems  customary  for  new  mem- 
bers to  give  some  reason  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  about  to  record  their  votes  upon  so 
momentous  a  question  as  that  now  before  us.  I 
would  rather  have  the  reputation  in  tlds  House 
of  a  useful  worker  than  of  a  persistent  talker. 
Still,  it  is  a  very  great  pleasure  indeed  to  be 
able  to  lay  before  the  House  the  reasons  which 
aetuate  me  in  the  vote  I  propose  to  give  on  this 
question.  When  before  my  constituents,  I  dis- 
claimed entirely  being  considered  a  party  man 
— as  being  considered  one  of  those  who  will  vote 
straight  with  the  party,  and  ask  no  questions.  I 
lay  claim  to  independence  of  action  in  every 
respect.  There  is  probably  no  member  of  tho 
House  who  is  freer  from  the  trammels  of  pro- 
mises or  the  trammels  of  party  than  I  am.  Still, 
it  will  cause  me  very  great  pain  indeed  should 
the  present  amendment  be  carried.  It  would 
be  a  pity,  for  instance,  to  spoil  an  excellent 
Opposition  by  converting  them  into  a  bad  Go- 
vernment. To  secure  both  sides  of  all  questions 
being  properly  represented,  it  is  highly  necessary 
tiwt  we  should  encourage  a  good  Opposition.    I 


do  not  know  what  is  the  experience  of  older 
members,  but  I  have  a  high  opinion  of  some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  constitute  the  Opposition. 
They  are,  in  many  respects,  just  in  their  proper 
places.  If  we  retain  them  in  opposition,  we  shall 
probably  have  a  far  closer  and  keener  criticism  of 
the  actions  of  the  Government  than  if  we  allow 
them  to  suceeed  in  the  strong  efforts  they  are  now 
making.  They  have  many  excellent  qualities. 
They  seem  to  possess  a  quality  which  we  always 
admire — to  go  straight.  We  have  been  given  an 
opportunity  of  judging  how  straight  they  can  go 
by  the  straight  course  they  have  taken  for  the 
Oieasury  benches.  Probably,  in  all  other  actions 
they  may  take,  they  will  be  equally  actuated 
by  a  desire  to  go  straight.  No  doubt  they 
are  justified  in  taking  a  straight  rather  than 
a  devious  course  in  order  to  acquire  what  they 
have  evidently  set  their  minds  upon.  It  must 
be  the  effort  of  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  to  keep  them  from  altogether  succeeding. 
Wo  should  remember  the  historical  donkey-boy, 
who  had  an  animal  which  worked  faithfully  so 
long  as  he  was  prudent  enough  to  keep  a  carrot 
dangling  before  its  nose,  just  out  of  reach  of  its 
mouth.  But,  in  a  moment  of  weakness  which 
did  much  more  credit  to  his  heart  than  his 
head,  he  allowed  the  donkey  to  get  a  nibble 
at  tlic  carrot.  At  once  the  carrot  was  gone,  and 
the  donkey  was  demoralized.  The  *'  fierce  light 
which  beats  upon  the  Throne,"  according  to  the 
poet,  is  much  like  that  which  a  well-organized 
Opposition  directs  on  the  actions  of  a  Ministry. 
The  illumination  is  always  intense ;  it  is  always 
capable  of  picking  out  any  little  spots.  We 
have  seen  here  that  it  has  discovered  some  spots 
— probably  a  little  shady  in  themselves,  but 
which  have  beon  blackened  by  the  Opposition. 
However  objectionable  any  Government  may  be, 
it  should  not  be  displaced  unless  it  is  proposed 
to  place  in  its  stead  men  who  have  the  con- 
fidence of  the  country,  and  who  are  more  likely 
to  introduce  and  give  effect  to  measures  which 
have  the  approval  of  the  country.  The  re- 
sult of  an  appeal  to  the  country  has  shown 
that  tho  present  Gt>vernment  has  its  confidence, 
because  more  Opposition  members  of  the  last 
Parliament  than  the  fourteen  who  constituted 
the  majority  that  succeeded  in  carrying  an  ad- 
verse vote  have  offered  themselves  to  their  con- 
stituencies for  re-election  and  have  been  rejected. 
A  great  many  well-known  gentlemen  who  have 
achieved  a  political  reputation,  who  have  been 
for  many  years  in  this  House,  have  failed  to 
be  returned  to  this  Parliament.  When  we  re- 
member that  duriug  the  last  session,  on  a  ques- 
tion similar  to  the  one  we  are  now  considering, 
a  majority  of  fourteen  voted  with  the  Opposi- 
tion, and  when  we  consider  that,  in  the  Parlia- 
ment as  it  is  now  constituted,  not  only  is  there 
no  majority  with  the  Opposition,  but  that 
probably  there  will  bo  a  majority  for  the  Go- 
vernment, we  must  accept  such  undoubted  proof 
that  the  feeling  of  the  country  is  entirely  with 
the  present  Government.  I  have  to-day  looked 
over  the  division  list  on  the  no- confidence  motion 
of  last  session,  as  recorded  in  ffansard,  and, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  I  should  like 
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to  haye  an  opportunitj,  although  I  maj  probablj 
infringe  the  rules  of  debate,  to  point  out  the 
results  that  list  clearlj  shows  when  analyzed.  I 
will  take,  first,  the  list  of  those  who  voted  with 
the  "  Ajes"  against  the  GoTemmont  on  exactly  the 
same  issue  as  that  now  before  the  House.  This 
shows  the  Gorernment  to  have  gained  an  extra- 
ordinary victory,  when  you  consider  that  the  well- 
known  character  and  public  services  of  each  of 
those  men  gave  them  an  immense  advantage  over 
any  one  new  to  political  life  who  sought  to  oppose 
them.  Amongst  those  members  who  voted  aeainst 
the  Government  we  find  Mr.  Baigent.  Well,  he 
seems  to  have  retired  from  political  life,  and 
another  gentleman  has  been  elected  in  his  stead 
who  is  going  to  support  the  Government.  I  do 
not  know  that  Mr.  Baigent  had  entirely  forfeited 
the  confidence  of  his  constituents  \  but,  had  he 
stood  for  election  again,  it  is  not  at  all  likely 
that  he  would  have  been  returned.  Then,  we 
find  Mr.  Barfi^  in  the  same  position.  Ho  was 
claimed  by  the  Opposition,  and  his  rejection  is 
a  victory  to  the  Government.  Mr.  Curtis  was 
in  the  Opposition,  and  ho  was  not  returned. 
Mr.  Cutten  is  also  in  the  same  category.  Sir 
Bobert  Douglas  was  also  claimed  by  the  Opposition. 
Mr.  Fitzroy  retired,  and  did  not  attempt  to  offer 
himself  for  re-election.  Mr.  Green  was  defeated 
by  a  gentleman  who  now  graces  the  Treasury 
benches.  Mr.  Hobbs  was  beaten  by  Mr.  Harris. 
Mr.  Hart  was  beaten  by  Mr.  Wright,  who  no 
doubt  acquired  a  very  great  deal  of  prestige 
from  the  fact  that  he  declared  himself  to  be  an 
independent  Liberal.  Well,  Dr.  Henry,  no  doubt, 
would  be  claimed  as  an  Opposition  member.  Mr. 
Hunter  was  not  returned  again.  The  defeat 
of  Mr.  Macfarlane  is  no  doubt  a  victory  for  our 
side.  Mr.  Moorhouse  apparently  had  no  chance 
for  Christchurch,  and,  thinking  discretion  the 
better  part  of  valour,  he  left  the  field  to  liis 
opponents  and  went  to  the  Ashley  District.  That 
gentleman's  name  is  a  household  word  in  Canter- 
bury, and  it  would  be  a  pity  if  any  constituency 
there  refused  to  return  him.  Captain  Morris  was 
defeated,  also  Mr.  Murray- Ay nsley ;  and  Mr. 
Bichardson  failed  to  be  returned  again.  Mr. 
Bowe  had  no  support,  when  proposing  to  stand, 
sufficient  to  justify  him  in  entering  upon  a 
contest,  and  he  also  retired.  Mr.  Tawiti,  Mr. 
Whitaker,  and  Mr.  Williams  were  not  again 
elected.  Mr.  Woolcock  had  no  qualification.  I 
cannot  tell  whether  he  would  have  been  re- 
elected by  the  same  constituency,  but  probably 
it  was  a  lucky  thing  for  him  that  he  had  no 
qualification.  Mr.  Fox  was  defeated,  and  his 
defeat  is,  undoubtedly,  a  victory  for  the  Go- 
vernment. This  exhausts  the  names  of  those 
members  who  sat  in  the  last  Parliament,  and 
who  voted  in  favour  of  the  no-eonfidcnce  motion. 
Now,  I  will  take  the  other  side — those  members 
who  voted  with  the  Government  on  that  occasion 
and  who  do  not  now  hold  seats  in  this  House. 
Mr.  Barton  did  not  offer  himself  for  re-election. 
He  probably  would  have  been  elected  had  he 
done  so.  Mr.  Carrington  was  opposed  by  Colonel 
Trimble,  who  is  also  an  independent  Liberal. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — No. 

Mr.  BABRON.  —  Well,  Mr.  Carrington,  I 
Mr,  Barron 


should  have  said,  did  not  offer  himself  for  re-elec- 
tion. Mr.  Feldwick  was  beaten  by  Mr.  Bain,  and 
his  defeat  is  undoubtedly  a  victory  for  the  Oppo- 
sition. We  will  allow  the  Opposition  to  claim 
that  victory,  as  Mr.  Feldwick  was  beaten  by  five 
or  six  votes  only.  Mr.  Manders  was  opposed  and 
fairly  beaten  by  a  gentleman  who,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  has  taken  the  proper  side  in  politics,  and  who 
will  vote  with  the  Government.  Mr.  Nahe  did 
not  offer  himself  for  re-election.  Mr.  Bees  was 
disqualified,  owing  to  an  alleged  informal  regis- 
tration paper;  but  I  have  no  doubt  he  would 
otherwise  have  been  again  returned  to  this 
House.  Mr.  Seaton,  owing  to  ill-health,  did 
not  seek  again  to  be  returned  to  Parliament. 
The  result  of  the  election  for  that  seat  may 
be  claimed  as  a  victory  for  the  Government,  as 
Mr.  Cutten,  one  of  the  Opposition  candidates, 
was  defeated  by  myself.  The  electors  of  the 
Taieri  District  returned  Mr.  Fulton — a  gentle- 
man who  is  very  much  liked,  and  who  is  so 
greatly  respected  that  there  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  he  would  have  been  returned  by  the  Taieri 
people,  no  matter  what  side  in  politics  he  repre- 
sented. They  desired  to  be  represented  by  a 
local  man,  and  he  is  a  local  man  in  every  re- 
spect. They  had  not  many  eligible  local  men  in 
the  district,  and  they  found  one  in  Mr  Fulton. 
Therefore  I  do  not  give  him  as  a  victory  to  the 
Opposition,  although  he  will  no  doubt  vote  with 
tbem.  Mr.  Goldie  did  not  offer  himself  for  re- 
election. Dr.  Hodgkin^on  was  beaten  by  Mr. 
McCaughan.  He  was  beaten  by  that  gentle- 
man, because  Mr.  McCaughan  took  up  the  other 
political  side.  Mr.  McCaughan  contested  the 
election,  not  as  an  independent  Liberal,  but  as 
a  supporter  of  the  present  Government.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  Dr.  Hodgkinson  was  l>eaten  by 
one  who  ostensibly  led  his  constituente  to  sup- 
pose that  he  would  vote  with  the  Government. 
How  he  will  vote  is  left  to  be  settled  between 
his  own  conscience  and  his  constituents.  Mr. 
Jackson  was  beaten  by  Mr.  Mason,  and  Mr. 
Joyce  by  Mr.  Henry  Hirst.  Mr.  Masters  was 
also  returned  by  his  constituents  on  the  clear  un- 
dertitandiiig  that  he  would  support  the  present 
Government.  I  think  honorable  members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  will  agree  with  me  that 
the  Government  have  gained  an  immense  vic- 
tory, when  we  consider  the  state  of  parties 
before  the  Government  appealed  to  the  coun- 
try, and  the  stale  of  parties  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  now.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  neces- 
sary for  me  to  say  very  much  more  about  the 
state  of  parties  in  the  House,  but  I  should  like  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  saying  a  word  or  two 
about  the  opinion  of  the  country,  and  about  those 
gentlemen  who  wish  to  carry  the  measures  which 
the  Government  claim  the  credit  of  putting  before 
the  country.  The  principal  measures  embodied 
in  the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  stated  in  the 
Governor's  Speech,  have  undoubtedly  been  ap- 
proved by  the  country.  The  recent  elections  have 
given  an  emphatic  declaration  on  that  point.  We 
must  admit  that  the  party  who  have  initiated  these 
measures  are  much  more  likely  to  bring  them 
fairly  before  the  House  and  pass  them  into  law 
than  are  the  members  of  the  Opposition.    It  is 
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not  necesaary  to  refer  to  the  text-book  of  the  Op- 
position members — the  Biglow  Papers — to  proTe 
this.  I  will  refer  briefij  to  some  remarks  which 
were  made  bj  the  honorable  member  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  when  he  stated  that  he  did 
not  belieye  mtich  in  triennial  Parliaments.  He 
said  that  the  present  duration  of  Parliament 
was  long  enough  and  short  enough.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  said  he  was  perfectly  willing  to 
make  a  compromise  —  that  he  was  quite  pre- 
pared  to  consent  to  Parliaments  having  four 
Tears'  duration  as  a  substitute  for  triennial  Par- 
liaments. I  understood  that  that  was  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  stated.  Howeyer,  it  may 
be  of  little  consequence.  The  members  of  the 
Opposition  can  scarcely  be  considered  as  being 
exactly  in  earnest  when  they  propose  to  carry  the 
measures  which  hare  been  brought  down  by  the 
Goyernment.  Their  whole  political  experience 
and  our  personal  knowledge  of  their  character 
conyince  almost  every  member  of  this  House 
that  the  carrying  of  these  measures  must  put  a 
strain  upon  the  consciences  of  those  honorable 

rmtlemen  which  they  are  scarcely  able  to  bear, 
have  always  admired  very  much  the  elasticity  of 
that  wondeiiul  appliance — the  human  conscience ; 
but  a  little  experience  of  parliamentary  life  has 
conyiuoed  me  that  it  is  capable  of  bearing  a  far 
greater  strain  than  ever  I  thought  it  was  capable 
of  bearing ;  and  it  may  enable  those  honorable 
gentlemen  to  secure  seats  on  the  Treasury  benches 
nnder  the  promise  that  they  will  carry  those 
measures  into  law.  But,  so  surely  as  those  gentle- 
men get  on  those  benches,  so  surely  shall  we 
find  tltat  for  some  reason  or  other  they  have  had 
to  change  entirely  the  whole  policy  now  before 
the  country,  and  will  not  pass  those  measures 
on  which  the  Government  have  obtained  the 
approval  of  the  country.  If  we  were  to  throw 
down  the  challenge  to  both  the  Ooverament  and 
the  Opposition  to  at  once  pass  these  measures — 
to  affirm  the  principle  of  triennial  Parliaments, 
to  readjust  the  boundaries  of  electoral  districts, 
to  place  the  franchise  on  the  basis  it  is  proposed 
by  the  present  Q-ovemment  to  place  it — and  then 
go  to  the  country,  there  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  what  the  verdict  of  the  country  would  be. 
Give  as  an  extension  of  the  franchise  as  pro- 
posed by  the  Government,  and  give  us  a  greater 
number  of  polling-places,  so  that  the  polling  will 
not  fall  comparatively  into  the  hands  of  the 
wealthy  classes,  as  now.  The  polling- hours  are 
Dot  such  as  to  meet  the  case  of  workmen  who  are 
not  independent  in  circumstances.  These  men  are 
practically  shut  out  from  recording  their  votes. 
io  conveniences  sufficient  are  affi>rded  them  for 
that  purpose.  If  you  will  extend  those  hours  to 
ten  at  night,  and  open  the  booths  early  in  the 
morning — say  at  seven  o'clock—  and  if  you  make 
the  polling-booths  more  numerous,  you  will  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  working-men.  Make 
every  schoolhouse  a  polling-booth:  schoolhouses 
are  generally  in  the  centres  of  population,  and 
would  therefore  be  most  convenient  places.  Do 
all  these  things,  and  then,  if  both  sides  agree 
to  go  to  the  country,  we  shall  have  a  Parliament 
sent  up  here  which  will  give  no  uncertain  sound 
as  to  which  sid^  it  supports.    There  will  then 


be  no  necessity  for  shepherding  one  vote.  But 
until  both  sides  make  up  their  minds  to  do 
that,  we  must  be  met  with  difficulties  almost 
every  day  in  this  House.  Parties  are  too  evenly 
balanced,  and  they  do  not  now  represent  the 
opinion  of  the  country.  I  hope  both  sides  of 
the  House  will  see  it  to  be  their  duty  at  once 
to  agree  to  pass  these  measures,  then  go  to  the 
country,  and  afterwards  come  back  prepared  to 
do  the  work  of  the  country  in  an  efficient  and 
straightforward  manner. 

Mr.  MASTERS.—Mr.  Speaker,  I  did  not  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  speech  at  the  present 
time,  but  simply  to  deny  the  assertions  made  by 
the  honorable  member  who  has  just  sat  down. 
He  states  that  I  was  distinctly  returned  by  my 
constituents  upon  the  understanding  that  I  was 
to  support  the  Grey  Ministry.  To  this  statement 
I  give  the  most  positive  denial.  As  all  sorts  of 
rumours  have  been  going  about  lately,  I  will 
read  to  the  House  what  I  am  reported  to  have 
said  in  my  address  : — 

"  To  the  electors  of  Grey  Valley. — Gentlemen, 
— As  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to 
visit  all  the  centres  of  population  in  this  electorate, 
I  take  this  means  of  communicating  my  views.  I 
shall  support  the  Grey  Ministry  so  long  as  I  have 
reason  to  think  it  is  their  intention  to  honestly 
carry  out  the  principal  public  works  promised  by 
them,  and  absolut^ely  necessary  for  the  prosperity 
and  actual  vitality  of  the  Grey  Valley." 

This  is  correct.  This  is  a  portion  of  a  printed 
address  which  I  published  in  the  early  part  of  my 
canvass.  I  had  a  very  large  district,  containing 
about  twenty  polling- places,  and  I  was  very  much 
afraid  that  I  should  not  be  able  to  address  all  those 
centres  of  population.  That  was  the  reason  why 
this  address  was  published.  Being  called  upon 
so  suddenly,  I  am  not  prepared  to  refer  to  otner 
papers  containing  reports,  but  I  know  generally 
what  they  say.  I  addressed  all  the  principal  cen- 
tres of  population  in  my  electorate,  and  nearly  all 
the  smaller  ones.  The  constituents  of  those  dis- 
tricts whom  I  did  not  address  know  me  perfectly 
well,  and  haVe  sufficient  confidence  in  me  to  trust 
me  to  represent  them.  In  all  those  centres  where 
I  addressed  the  electori*,  I  stated  my  sentiments 
in  as  clear  and  honest  a  manner  as  any  candidate 
could  do.  I  gave  no  uncertain  sound.  I  did 
not  lead  my  constituents  to  believe  that  I  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Grey  Ministry,  but  I  honestly 
admit  that  I  did  lean  that  way  to  a  certain 
extent.  I  commenced  every  address  in  this 
way :  "  I  come  before  you  as  an  independent 
candidate.  By  this  I  mean  I  decline  to  go  into 
the  House  pledged  to  support  any  man  or  body 
of  men."  I  said,  "  This  is  one  of  the  largest 
constituencies  in  New  Zealand,  and  it  would  be 
beneath  the  dignity  of  any  such  constituency 
to  return  men  pledged  to  any  particular  man 
or  body  of  men."  I  said,  "  If  I  am  returned  I  go 
up  to  the  House  as  your  representative,  and  shall 
consider  that  I  go  with  the  full  confidence  of  my 
constituents,  and  that  the  people  who  send  me 
there  have  sufficient  confidence  in  me  to  leave  to 
my  judgment  and  discretion  all  matters  of  interest 
likely  to  come  before  the  House  for  consideration." 
Those  were  the  statements  made  by  me.    I  said, 
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to  have  an  opportunity,  although  I  may  probably 
infringe  the  rules  of  debate,  to   point  out   the 
results  that  list  clearly  shows  when  analyzed.     I 
will  take,  first,  the  list  of  those  who  vot-ed  with 
the  "  Ayes"  against  the  GoTernmeut  on  exactly  the 
same  issue  as  that  now  before  the  House.     This 
■hows  the  Q-overnment  to  have  gained  an  extra- 
ordiuary  victory,  when  you  consider  that  the  wtU- 
known  character  aud  public  services  of  each  of 
those  men  gave  them  an  immense  advantnge  over 
any  one  new  to  political  life  who  souglit  to  oppose 
them.    Amongst  those  members  who  voted  ueainst 
the  Q-oyemment  we  find  Mr.  Baigent.     Well,  he 
seems   to  hare  retired   from   political  life,  and 
.     another  gentleman  has  been  eh^cted  in  \\\%  stead 
who  is  going  to  support  the  Gonrmnent.     I  do 
not  know  that  Mr.  Baigent  liad  entirely  forfeited 
the  confidence  of  his  constituents  ;  but,  liad  ho 
stood  for  election  ogain,  it  is  not  at  all  likely 
that  he  would    have   been   returned.     Tit  en,   we 
find  Mr.  Barff  in   the  s^ame   posiiion.     lie  was 
claimed  by  the  Opposition,  and  his  rejection  is 
a  Tictory  to  the  Governinent.     Mr.  Curtis   was 
in    the   Opposition,  and    ho    was    not   returned. 
Mr.   Cutten   is  alio  in   the  t»anie  eategory.     Sir 
Bobert  Douglas  wiis  also  claimed  by  the  Opposition. 
Mr.  Fitzroy  retired,  and  did  not  attempt  to  oiler 
himself  for  re-elect  ton.     Jlr.  Green  was  defeated 
by  a  gentleman   who   now  graces   (he   Treasmy 
benches.     Mr.  llobbs  was  beaten  bj  Mr.  Harri:?. 
Mr.  Hart  was   beaten   by   Mr.    Wright,  who   no 
doubt   acquired   a   very   great    deal    of    prestige 
from  the  fact  that  he  d  eel  tired  himself  to  be  an 
independent  Liberal.    Will,  Dr.  llcnry,  jio  doubt, 
would  be  claimed  as  an  Opposition  member.    Mr. 
Hunter   was   not   returned    again.      The    defeat 
®.^^'«  Macfarlane  is  no  doubt  a  victory  for  our 
J      'm^^***  ^®o*'''OU8e  apparetdly  liad  no  chance 
for   Christchurch,   and,  lliinking    discretion   the 
better  part  of   valour,   he  left   tho   field   to  his 
opponents  and  went  to  the  Ashley  District.    That 
gentleman's  name  is  a  household  word  in  Canter- 
bury, and  it  would  be  a  pity  if  any  const  it  uenc? 
ttiere  refused  to  veinrn  him.  *  Captain  Morris  was 
dereated,    also   Mr.    AIurraj-Ayusley ;    and   Mr. 
^iciiardson   failed    io    be    returned   again.      Mr. 
^o^e  had  no  support,  when  proponng  to  stand, 
sufficient    to    justify    hhn     in     enteri.^    npon   a 
Wh;f  1'  """^  i*^  "'^^^  retired.      Mr.   Tahiti,  Mr. 
eleci.^      ILf''"SL*^''-    ^^'i'i'atns    were   not    again 
^nlt-ee^w&^'^^"^    ..o  qualification.     I 
ejected  h^Vi       ^''''    ^"^     ^^ould    have   been    rc- 
eiec^ed  bj  the  same  const  it  uencv.  but  probably 

^oi^it  nna^l:    /f^^    ^^-^^^     ^lefeated,    and   his 
Ternment      T^?"^'f '^^'     ^     ^'i-^*o^V  for  tbo    Go- 
members  who  .f/*''^".^^^     *^'>«    "^^"^   *^f   ^^""^^ 
who  Tot^dTnfa^n    '"/';*'      ^'^^'^    Parliament,   and 
^ow,  I  win  M^^J  ^^  *'»«    iio-confideucc  motion, 
who  voted  wit],  H^""^^'"^''     side— those  members 
and  who  r?/.  «  /      Oorennjient  on  that  occasion 
Mr.  Burton  .if A     """^    ^»^**^      «eat8   in   this  House. 
He  nrohRMw       "?^  o^*-**"     l^i«^>eelf  for  re-election, 
done  so     Sf    r^^^  liu^o      1>o€Mi    elected   had   he 
3Vimb]<»'  --.  '"'.^^'''''ngtoti   %^-as  opposed  by  Colonel 
An  iT!.r  »V*  ^^^^  an  ixicloi>endeut  Libei-al. 

^r.   BARRON.  _  ^^e^l  1 ,      Mr.   Carringl 
•«^«  Barron 


should  have  said,  did  not  offer  ^'F^^^^l%^f^^ 
tion.  Mr.  Feldwick  was  beaten  ^J  f^'^^'^^^. 
hi.  defeat  is  undoubtedly  a  ^;^^«^-^.f?^„^7„^X^ 
Bition.  We  will  allow  the  ,C»Pposition  to  claim 
that  victorv,  as  Mr.  Feldwick  was  beaten  bv  five 
or  siK  votes  only.  Mr.  Manders  wa.  <>PP?^/^^^^^ 
fairlv  beaten  bv  a  gentleman  who,  I  am  ^«PPy  ^^ 
Bar/has  taken  the  pi.>per  side  m  Pol|ttC4.' ?^f/}^° 
win  vote  with  the  Government.  Mr.  ^ahe  did 
not  ofl^er  himself  for  re-election.  Mr.  ^f^"^^ 
disqualified,  owing  to  an  alleged  informal  re^^ 
tration  pat;r ;  but  I  hare  no  ^^^^t  he  would 
oiherwi.e  have  been  again  f^turned  o  thu 
House.  Mr.  Seaton,  owing  *<> /""^f  ^**'  ^^^^^^ 
not  seek  again  to  be  returned  o  ^^^^^"^^^^ 
The  result  of  the  election  for  that  seat  may 
be  claimed  as  a  victory  for  ^^'^  .^''''^Z'^f;^^^^ 
Mr.  Cutten,  one  of  the  Opposition  candidates 
v>as  defeated  by  myself-  The  electors  of  the 
Taieri  District  returned  Mr.  Fulton— a  gentlc- 
,nan  who  i.  very  much  liked,  and  who  is  so 
greativ  respected  that  there  is  «'>f  ^*^^/^'?,!lif J^ 
douht'he  would  have  been  returned  by  tUe  xaiea 
people,  no  matter  what  side  in  politics  be  rrpre- 
sented.  They  desired  to  be  represented  by  a 
local  man.  and  he  is  a  local  man  m  every  re- 
spect.  They  had  not  many  eligible  local  ineu  m 
the  district,  and  they  found  one  in  Mr  i^i^lton. 
Therefore  I  do  not  give  him  as  a  victory  to  tne 
Opposition,  althougli  he  will  no  doubt  vote  wim 
them.  Mr  Goldie  did  not  ofiTer  himself  for  re- 
election.  Dr.  Hodgkin.on  was  beaten  by  3ir. 
McCuughau.  He  was  beaten  by  that^  gentle- 
man, because  Mr.  MeCaughan  took  up  ^'^^<>^\'^l 
political  side.  Mr.  MeCaughan  eontested  the 
election,  not  as  an  independent  Libeml.  but  as 
a  supporter  of  the  present  Goverunient.  Xtiew 
is  no  doubt  that  Dr.  Hodgkinson  was  beaten  by 
one  who  o:*tensibly  led  his  eonstituents  lo  sup- 
pose that  he  would  vote  with  the  aovernaient. 
How  he  will  vote  is  left  to  be  settled  between 
his  own  conscience  and  his  constituents.  Mr. 
Jiickson  was  beaten  bv  Mr.  Mason,  and  Mr. 
Joyce  by  Mr-  Henry  IJirst.  Mr.  Masters  was 
also  returned  by  his  constituents  on  the  clear  un- 
derstanding that  he  would  s^upporfc  the  present 
Government.  I  think  honorable  members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  will  agree  with  me  that 
the  Government  have  gained  an  immense  nc- 
tovy,  when  we  consider  the  state  of  parties 
before  tho  Governinent  appealed  to  the  cotua- 
trv,  and  the  stale  of  parties  on  both  sides  ot 
the  House  now.  I  do  not  know  that  it  ia  ix* 
sary  for  me  to  say  very  nnicli  more  ^* 
state  of  parties  in  the  House,  but  I  «^' 
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the  Government  clo»'^ 

tVio  country.     T^ 

in  the  poluj     "^ 

Gover 

proi 


oogle 


1879.] 


Aiinm  m  Menu 


111 


not  neoe«ai7  to  refer  tc  tiit  in'  -na^i 
potttion  member* — tttf  Ij.^.nrT  i-axi-— 
this.     I  will  refer  briefi'   i     sen-    r^:^ 
were  made  by  the  haiicrbm    uscn-!* 
of  the  Opposition  wnei    si-    «— ':      — 
Bot  believe  much  in  mpTvr.iL    ^ij-— ■•- 
laid   that    the   pn^rr.    anaiu:. 
wu  long  enough  and  fiior^  «>'>iir 
lUe  gentleman  muiL  ii*  ^nt-  nrr.  - 
make  a  compnami*:* — vul    i>-   «- 
pored   to  conaent    u    Ptruau-ait      ^ 
Tears'  duration  a^  a  enDsinin    i-    "Esf 
haments.    I  unoerstooc  LCi   lo:-  -w. 
honorable  gentiemai    oait^     j^-»— 
be  of  little  oanecqueurt      !Ll-  s.^z^'^ 
Opposition  can  mcarvrr    t 
exactly  in  earmst  wiir    ix-*-  ^ 
measures  wLicL  nart  Dr-     r 
OoTemment.     Tu-_i-   ▼ — c     i. 
aud  our  persona,  xi*''*  t->» 
conTince  alxnoa:    rr^—    :.  n_s 
that  the  carryiL?  o*   i^-w   = 
strain  upon  I-ih-  cai4=-»£i-"» 

fiiitlemen  »iiici  L.t»-  «•    *-^ 
have  always  nucirreL  tt^  i— 
that  vonderf  u.  nv  jtop — -~- 
but  a  little  exptrrir^-*   :     i--- 
conTioced  me  i.a"  i   j   &-  -- 
greater  straii>  tiua  rre-  _  _ 
of  bearing;    anL  r  lu:    * — 
gentlemen  ioaecnt*  -«^-  ;    j 
under  the    pr  -n-sfc   t  .i     :l  - 
measures  iiiio  »«     1--    »   -  - 
men  get  on  ino^    s^     -*"     ? 
find  that  iar  mdk  ***» 
to  change  entire':  *--    "•    -• 
the  coantiy,  anL   w-    i       i-* 
00  which    il**-   ty-^r'^^-r:.     _ 
approval  of  tii*  nK=  — 
down  the  rhalt^^  ^    • 
the  Oppositkit  u  ar   c^-    ..^ 
to  affirm  the  instm*;-   i       '^ 
to  readjaflt  the  u^^ruas* 
to  place  the  fraar-uar  a:  -^   j 
by  the  preMOt  GowcoaKs. 
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r,  I  rise,  for  the 

II  a  question  which 

attention  of   this 

..us  consideration  at 

irs.    I  must  first  say, 

■  re  due  to  the  House 

this  afternoon  by  the 

.10.     I  rose  on  that  occa- 

.uiun,  and  in  consequence 

Mouorable  member  for  Grey 

IS.      I  may  say   that,   when 

.'■l)cak  on  this  question,  I  abso- 

onsidering,  as  I  did,  that  there 

experienced  men  here  who  knew 

nld  pretend  to  know  upon  the  sub- 

-cussion,and  being  aware  that  it  was 

.   liie  young  members  to  act  the  part 

ii,  and  to  decide  on  the  arguments  used 

c  who  were  here  before  them,  and  also 

what  had   been  said  to  the  constituents 

,.,'  the  late  elections.     Such  being  the  case, 

•Libt  that,  though  I  may  differ  from  the  ex- 

itnced  politicians  in  this  House  upon  the  great 

principles  that  have  been  engrossing  the  attention 

uf  the  country,  yet  they  will  bear  with  me  in  the 

remarks  I  am  about  to  make.     I  will  not,Jlike 

iho  honorable  member  for  Auckland  C''     *" 
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moreoyer,  that  with  one  or  two  exceptions  I  never 
had  even  seen  the  members  of  the  €k)Temnient ; 
that  I  had  taken  infinite  pains  in  reading  all  the 
speeches  in  Haiiaard  during  the  want-of-confi- 
dence  motion  of  last  session,  and  that  I  was  un- 
able to  gire  a  decided  opinion  on  the  subject.  I 
stated  then  that  upon  ray  arrival  in  Wellington 
1  should  be  able  \o  form  a  decided  opinion, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  be  able  to  judge  for 
mjself.  I  told  them  that,  when  I  saw  the  parties 
on  both  sides,  I  should  be  able  to  decide  in 
my  own  mind.  Since  I  have  come  to  Wellington 
I  have  so  decided.  I  have  weighed  all  matters 
in  connection  with  this  subject,  and  I  have  come 
to  this  conclusion:  that,  whilst  I  cannot  con- 
scientiously place  confidence  in  the  present  Minis- 
try, I  can  see  in  the  ranks  of  the  Opposition 
men  in  whom  I  could  entirely  trust  the  present 
and  the  future  of  this  colony.  So  far  as  the 
matter  stands  between  me  and  my  constituents 
I  have  only  this  to  say,  that  that  is  purely  a 
matter  which  I  have  to  explain  to  them,  and  the 
responsibility  of  it  rests  on  my  own  shoulders. 
Debate  adjourned. 

DEFICIENCY  BILLS. 

Sir  a.  GREY  moved,  That  the  Standing  Order 
which  provides  that  "  the  House  will,  in  future, 
appoint  the  Committee  of  Supply  and  Ways  and 
Means  at  the  commencement  of  every  session,  so 
soon  as  an  Address  has  been  agreed  to  in  answer 
to  the  Governor's  Speech,"  be  suspended  to  enable 
the  House  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply  for  the 
purpose  of  agreeing  to  a  resolution  authoriwng 
the  Government  to  borrow  a  sum  of  £180,000 
from  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  on  deficiency 
bills.  He  explained  to  the  House  that  the  neces- 
sity had  arisen  from  this  circumstance  :  An  Order 
in  Council  was  issued  by  the  Governor  before 
the  House  met,  which  enabled  the  Government 
to  raise  money  on  deficiency  bills  to  the  extent 
of  £400,000 ;  but  by  the  terms  of  the  Order  in 
Council  the  Government  was  only  authorized  to 
raise  this  money  from  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
and  it  seemed  that,  although  authority  was  given 
to  raise  the  money,  that  authority  did  not  em- 
power the  Government  to  go  to  any  other  bank 
except  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  At  any  rate, 
the  question  had  been  raised  whether  they  had 
power  to  do  so  by  the  Order  in  Council,  and  it 
was  thought  that  it  would  be  hotter  lo  get  power 
to  raise  the  sum  now  required— £180,<i00— from 
another  bank.  It  wss  provided  by  law  that,  if  the 
House  was  sitting,  a  resolution  must  be  passed  by 
the  House  authorizing  the  Government  to  raise 
money  in  the  manner  he  had  spoken  of  on  de- 
ficiency biUs.  The  Government  having  entered 
into  an  agreement,  the  purport  of  which  he  had 
stated  to  the  House,  he  now  asked  the  House  to 
allow  the  Committee  of  Supply  to  be  set  up  at 
once,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  resolution  of 
which  he  had  spoken. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

n^^  CJOMMITTEB. 

Sir  G.  GREY  moved   the  following  resolu- 
tion : — That,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
•cction  18  of  "  The  PubHo  Revenues  Act,  1878," 
Mr.  Moitera 


the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow  upon 
deficiency  bills  from  any  bank  or  other  person 
a  sum  not  exceeding  £181,800,  to  be  applied 
towards  the  redemption  of  other  deficiency  billa 
issued  under  section  14  of  said  Act,  by  virtue  of 
certain  Orders  in  Council  dated  the  15th  and  17th 
days  of  April  last. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  the  Prime  Minister  had 
explained  t-o  him  the  circumstances  of  the  case  ; 
and  as  it  was  necessary  to  pass  the  resolution,  the 
money  having  already  been  raised  from  the  Bank 
of  New  South  Wales ;  and  as  the  Order  in  Coun- 
cil had  to  be  supplemented  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House ;  and  as  the  resolution  would  not  involve 
the  borrowing  or  spending  of  any  further  njoney  ; 
and,  furthermore,  as  the  Premier  had  explained 
that  it  was  desired  to  send  the  resolution  by  the 
steamer  going  to  Sydney  next  day,  he  thought  it 
was  his  outy  to  support  the  resolution. 

Major  ATKINSON  inquired  how  much  money 
had  been  borrowed  on  deficiency  bills. 

Sir  G.  GREY  explained  that  the  amonnt 
included  in  the  resolution  was  to  replace  de- 
ficiency bills  to  the  extent  of  £180,000,  which 
were  to  repay  moneys  borrowed  from  the  Public 
Works  Fund.  This  would  make  out  the  total 
amount  of  deficiency  bills— £lfOO,000. 

Mr.  DRIVER  would  ask  the  honorable  gentle- 
man the  conditions  on  which  this  money  liad  been 
borrowed  from  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  why  it  had  not  been  borrowed  from  the 
bank  with  which  the  colony  did  its  business. 
It  occurred  to  him,  hearing  that  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  had  given  notice  to  terminate  its 
arrangement  with  the  Government,  that  possibly 
that  was  the  reason  why  the  money  was  not  bor- 
rowed from  that  bank. 

Mr.  McLean  would  also  like  to  know  whether 
the  borrowing  of  this  money  from  the  Bank  of 
New  South  Wales  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
notice  given  by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to 
terminate  its  agreement  at  the  present  crisis,  and 
whether  the  money  was  to  be  borrowed  to  pay  an 
advance  made  by  that  bank  which  it  declined  to 
renew.  It  might  be  as  well,  also,  if  the  honor- 
able member  would  give  some  insight  into  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  to  give  notice  of  the  termination  of  its 
agreement.  He  was  not  aware  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  obliged  to  take  money  on  deficiency 
bills  from  any  particular  bank.  He  imagined 
tliat  they  had  sufficient  power  to  go  to  any  bank 
they  chose. 

Sir  G.  GREY  might  say  that  he  had  no  know- 
ledge whatever  of  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  give  notice  of  its 
desire  to  terminate  its  arrangement  with  the 
Government.  The  termination  of  that  arrange- 
ment had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  pre- 
sent transaction.  He  behoved  that  notice  of  the 
termination  of  the  agreement  was  given  subse- 
quently to  this  transaction  being  entered  into— in 
fact,  it  was  either  on  the  same  day  or  the  day 
before — so  that  there  was  no  relation  whatever 
between  the  two  matters.  The  Gk)vemraent 
thought  it  advisable  to  borrow  from  the  Bank 
of  New  South  Wales  because  that  bank  had 
made  a  geneitd   offer  of  assistance   to  them. 
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Other  circumstances  also  led  the  6K>7ernment  to 
the  conclusion  to  make  an  arrangement  with  the 
Bank  of  New  South  Wales  by  which  money 
could  be  fit  once  obtained.  The  terms  on  which 
the  money  was  raised  were  6  per  cent.,  and  i  per 
cent,  commission. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  would  like  to  know  whether 
this  was  the  first  time  of  borrowing  money  from 
the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales,  that  so  much  fuss 
was  made  about  it.  He  beliered  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  himself  went  over  to 
Sydney  on  one  occasion  to  borrow  money  from 
that  bank  for  tlie  Government,  and  no  fuss  was 
made  about  that. 

Mr.  McLean  was  making  no  fuss  about  the 
present  transaction.  He  had  merely  stated  that  he 
belieTed  the  Goyemment  had  as  good  a  right  to 
borrow  from  any  other  bank  as  from  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand.  He  had  borrowed  money  from 
this  bank  in  Sydney  for  the  Gktvernment,  and 
was  sure  that  it  was  a  better  transaction  than 
this  appeared  to  be.  Although  he  belonged  to 
what  might  be  called  an  opposition  bank  to  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  he  did  not  desire  that  at 
any  time,  and  especially  at  a  time  of  crisis  like 
the  present,  any  bank  should  suffer  at  the  hands 
of  the  Goyemment ;  and  he  considered  that  the 
bank  which  did  the  business  of  the  colony  had 
suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  present  Government. 
In  sncK  a  crisis  as  the  present  the  Goyemment 
ought  to  be  acting  with  the  greates't  care,  and 
endeayour  to  ease  their  bankers  instead  of  bor- 
rowing, as  they  were  doing,  to  the  full  extent  of 
their  power.  As  he  did  not  wish  to  delay  the  no- 
confidence  debate,  he  would  refrain  from  making 
any  further  remarks,  but  would  take  an  opportu- 
nity, when  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill  was  introduced, 
to  inquire  further  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
termination  of  the  agreement  with  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  would  like  to  have  some  ex- 
plaua>tion  as  to  the  authority  under  which  the 
Gk>yernment  borrowed  £180,000  from  the  Public 
Works  Fund.  The  Public  Eevenues  Act  gave  the 
Government  authority  to  do  so  by  Order  in 
Council  during  the  recess,  but  if  Parhament  was 
in  session  they  must  obtain  authority  by  reso- 
lution of  Committee  of  Supply.  On  the  16th  of 
July  last  he  asked  the  Treasurer  whether  any 
deficiency  bills  had  been  issued  during  the  past 
financial  year,  and,  if  so,  to  what  amount.  To 
that  question  the  Premier  replied,  "Deficiency 
bills  were  issued  during  the  past  financial  year  to 
tht  amount  of  £184,000,  but  they  were  redeemed 
within  the  year."  They  came  then  to  the  sitting 
of  Parliament  with  no  deficiency  bills  outstand- 
ing, and  with  no  power  existing  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  any  money  whatever  from  the 
Public  Works  Fund.  He  could  not  find  at  the 
moment  that  the  Committee  of  Supply  gave  the 
Government  any  such  authority.  Perhaps  the 
Treasurer  would  be  good  enough  to  state  on  what 
date  he  obtained  autnorily  to  take  this  money. 

Sir  G.  GREY  had  stated  to  the  House  the  date 
o(  the  Order  in  Council,  and  it  had  been  held 
that,  the  Order  in  Council  having  been  issued 
autliorizing  the  issue  of  deficiency  bills  to  a  cer- 
taint  mmouJity  that  Order  in  Council  prevailed 


and  continued,  although  Parliament  was  sitting. 
If  an  Order  in  Council  were  issued  in  the  recess 
for  a  greater  amount  of  deficiency  bills  than  were 
disposed  of  during  the  recess,  that  Order  in 
Council  could  be  acted  upon  when  Parliament 
was  sitting,  or  subsequently  to  its  being  in  session. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  would  like  to  ask  the 
Premier  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  the 
report  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  held  some- 
thing like  £750,000  of  trust  moneys,  and  that 
they  were  not  in  a  position  to  give  the  colony 
accommodation  to  the  extent  of  £400,000. 

Sir  G.  GREY  could  not  tell  the  precise  amount 
of  securities  held  by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
It  was  a  considerable  sum;  but  he  could  not, 
without  inquiry,  tell  what  it  was,  because  all  sorts 
of  funds  were  mixed  up  together.  But  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  had  not  refused  the  accommoda- 
tion referred  to.  There  was  no  application  made 
to  the  bank.  In  point  of  fact,  he  thought  himself 
at  the  time,  and  still  thought,  that  in  not  request- 
ing the  bank  to  do  this  the  Gt)vemment  was 
relieving  the  bank  from  pressure. 

Resolution  agreed  to,  and  reported  to  the 
House. 

On  the  question,  That  it  be  read  a  second  time, 

Major  ATKINSON  said  lie  wished  to  guard  liim- 
self  from  expressing  approval  of  this  transaction. 
He  could  not  quite  understand  it,  and  did  not 
wish  to  detain  the  House  just  then  by  referring 
to  it.  All  he  wished  to  do  was  to  guard  himself, 
so  that  he  might  be  at  liberty  on  any  future 
occasion  to  make  any  comments  he  might  think 
necessary.  He  simply  agreed  to  it  because  he 
understood  that  the  Goyemment  considered  it 
necessary  in  the  interests  and  for  the  credit  of 
the  colony. 

Resolution  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise,  for  the 
first  time,  to  say  a  few  words  on  a  question  which 
has  not  only  engrossed  the  attention  of  this 
colony,  but  also  received  serious  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  our  sister  colonies.  I  must  first  say, 
however,  that  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  House 
for  the  courtesy  shown  me  this  afternoon  by  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate.  I  rose  on  that  occa- 
sion without  premeditation,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  action  of  the  honorable  member  for  Ghrej 
Valley  Mr.  Masters.  I  may  say  that,  when 
asked  last  night  to  speak  on  this  question,  I  abso- 
lutely declined,  considering,  as  I  did,  that  there 
were  grave  and  experience  men  here  who  knew 
more  than  I  could  pretend  to  know  upon  the  sub- 
ject under  discussion,  and  being  aware  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the. young  members  to  act  the  part 
of  jurymen,  and  to  decide  on  the  arguments  used 
by  those  who  were  here  befora  them,  and  also 
upon  what  had  been  said  to  the  constituents 
during  the  late  elections.  Such  being  the  case, 
I  trust  that,  though  I  may  differ  from  the  ex- 
perienced politicians  in  this  House  upon  the  great 
principles  that  have  been  engrossing  ihe  attention 
of  the  country,  yet  they  will  bear  with  me  in  the 
remarks  I  am  about  to  make.  I  will  not,  like 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East, 
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say  that  I  dare  them  afterwards  to  attack  mj 
remarks,  for  I  feel  that,  owing  to  mj  inexperience, 
those  remarks  will  be  open  to  be  assailed.  But, 
Sir,  with  the  experience  I  hare  had  and  the 
knowledge  I  hare  gleaned  while  serving  in  the 
position  of  a  representatire  on  local  bodies,  I  shall 
try  to  convince  some  of  those  members  who  are  on 
the  Opposition  benches  that  in  the  course  they  are 
adopting  on  the  present  occasion  they  are  not 
doing  that  which  is  right  and  good,  and  that 
which  will  be  beneficial  to  the  colony  at  large.  I 
stand  in  the  responsible  position  of  being  a  repre- 
sentatiTe  of  a  class  of  men  who  are  the  first  in 
this  colony  to  whom  has  been  granted  the  right 
of  manhood  suffVage.  That  responsibility  alone 
ought  to  have  great  weight  with  rae  in  what  I 
have  to  say,  because  it  is  an  experiment  that 
has  been  tried  since  the  year  1865.  I  allude 
to  the  Miners  Representation  Act,  which  was 
passed  in  that  year.  That  measure  gave  man- 
hood suffrage  to  the  miners  of  the  colony,  and 
being,  as  I  am,  purely  a  miners'  representative,  I 
say  that  I  am  responsible  to  the  constituency  I 
represent,  which  is  a  very  important  one.  Know- 
ing this — knowing  the  responsibility  that  rests 
upon  my  shoulders,  and  knowing  also  that  every 
member  of  thb  House  should  weigh  all  he  has 
to  say  in  the  same  scale  in  which  I  shall  weigh 
what  I  have  to  say,  and  remember  that  he  is 
the  elected  of  the  people  at  a  very  important  time 
— at  a  time  so  important  that  I  think  never  in 
the  history  of  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  have 
measures  so  large  been  submitted  to  the  people — 
I  say,  Sir,  that,  knowing  as  I  do  that  the  four 
members  from  Hokitika  and  Greymouth  repre- 
sent constituencies  comprising  16,000  souls,  and 
that  I  myself  am  responsible  to  3,500  souls,  I  feel 
that  we  should  weigh  well  with  those  members  in 
this  House  whose  responsibilities  are  very  small 
indeed,  though  their  parliamentaiy  experience 
may  be  very  great.  Now,  Sir,  what  is  the  position 
of  afiairs  ?  When  the  motion  was  brought  forward 
last  session  condemning  the  Government  for  mal- 
administration, it  .was  alleged,  and  endeavoured 
to  be  proved,  that  they  bad  mismanaged  the 
affairs  of  the  colony.  An  appeal  was  made  to 
the  country ;  and  what  has  been  the  response  ? 
How  is  it  you  see  so  many  new  members  sitting 
on  these  benches  P  Simply  because  the  voice  of 
the  people  is  with  the  Ministry.  It  is  said  that 
the  only  questions  submitted  to  the  country  were 
those  of  manhood  suffrage,  triennial  Parliaments, 
a  redistribution  of  seats,  and  those  other  measures 
that  were  introduced  by  the  Government;  but 
I  say  more  than  that  was  submitted  to  the  people. 
It  was  a  question  as  to  whether,  those  principles 
having  been  enunciated  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment, they  were  the  fit  and  proper  persons  to  be 
entrusted  with  the  carrying  of  them  out.  What 
has  been  the  verdict  in  the  large  centres  of  popu- 
lation? In  Christchurch  we  find  Sir  George 
Grey  and  Mr.  Andrews  returned.  At  Grey- 
mouth  there  were  also  two  members  returned  as 
pronounced  Ghreyites.  At  Hokitika  we  find  the 
same  result.  We  go  to  Auckland  —  another 
large  centre  of  population — and  wo  find  that  the 
people  there  have  also  elected  Greyites.  The 
only  centre  of  population  which  has  declared 
Iff.  Seddon 


against  the  Grey  Ministry  is  Dunedin  ;  and  the 
people  there  have  declared  against  more  than 
that.  I  remember  the  days  well  when  the  Tic- 
torian  miners  came  there  and  landed  in  numbers 
— men  who  were  prepared  to  "  do  or  dee,"  as  the 
saying  is— men  who  were  prepared  to  come  there 
and  develop  their  country  for  them,  and  make 
it  such  a  country  as  it  had  never  been  before. 
These  men  were  told  by  the  Old  Identities,  "  Gang 
awa*  out  of  this,  with  your  clout-houses;  we 
dinna  want  you  here— we  dinna  want  you  here." 
I  say  that  if  you  take  the  aggregate  number  of 
votes  that  were  recorded  for  those  candidates 
who  declared  themselves  Greyites,  and  tlie  aggre- 
gate number  of  votes  polled  for  those  who  stood 
forward  in  opposition,  you  will  find  that  we 
have  polled  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  New  Zealand  three  votes  to  one.  That 
will  be  proved  when  the  returns  are  laid  on 
the  table  showing  the  names  of  the  various  can- 
didates and  the  number  of  votes  polled  for  each. 
Take  the  Grey  Yalley,  or  the  district  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  take  the  West  Coast  gene- 
rally— and  what  has  been  the  verdict  of  the 
electors  ?  It  has  been  this :  5,600  votes  were 
recorded  in  favour  of  those  candidates  who  de- 
clared for  Sir  George  Grey,  and  600  in  favour  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  the  audacity  to  stand  as 
oppositionists  against  those  candidates.  That  it 
a  very  significant  fiict,  as  showing  what  the  result 
would  be  if  the  principle  of  manhood  suffrage 
existed,  because  it  is  in  the  mining  district  prin- 
cipally that  the  manhood-sufirage  vote  would  be 
exercised.  Now,  I  will  ask  whether,  when  the 
last  vote  of  want  of  confidence  was  passed  in  this 
House,  any  of  the  charges  made  were  proTed. 
Let  any  member  read  through  the  answers  made 
to  the  charees.  The  arguments  were  scarcely 
worth  listening  to,  and  you  will  find  that  nothing 
of  a  serious  nature  whatever  was  proved.  When 
I  heard  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  deliver 
his  speech  the  other  night,  I  was  astonished  at 
the  frivolous  nature  of  the  charges;  for  frivo- 
lous they  were  when  placed  in  contrast  with  the 
great  principles  that  have  been  submitted  to  the 
country.  In  saying  that,  I  feel  bound  to  remark 
that  the  West  Coast  is  in  a  peculiar  position  at 
the  present  moment.  The  people  of  Canterbury 
are  our  neighbours — they  have  been  connected 
with  the  West  Coast  since  the  first  introduction 
of  population  into  that  part  of  the  country ;  and 
the  name  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  is  a 
name  which  is  highly  respected  there.  He  is 
looked  upon  there  as  an  able,  honest  man,  and  a 
conscientious  politician ;  and  his  action  on  the 
present  occasion  has  placed  us  in  the  peculiar 
position  of  which  I  have  spoken.  What  is  the 
past  history  of  the  West  Coast  ?  It  is  this :  Up 
to  the  present  time  we  have  not  received  our 
rights.  The  representatives  of  Otago  and  Can- 
terbury have  deprived  us  of  our  privileges, 
and  we,  together  with  the  people  in  the 
extreme  North  and  in  the  extreme  South  shall 
have  to  band  together  to  insist  upon  obtaining  the 
rights  to  which  we  are  entitled ;  although  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  we  contribute  more  to  the 
revenue  than  either  Canterbury  or  Otago.  I 
speak  with  diffidence,  because  it  has  been  said  of 
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the  West  Coast  members  that  they  are  accustomed 
to  stand  up  and  make  long  speeches  with  rerj 
litUe  in  them ;  and,  knowing  that,  I  wish  to  l>e 
Tery  guarded  in  what  I  say.  Still,  I  feel  bound 
to  brmg  before  jou  the  gnerances  of  the  people 
of  the  West  Coast,  and  strike  home  to  those 
persons  who  are  best  entitled  to  bear  the  blame 
of  our  past  injustice  and  neglect.  When  the 
West  Coast  Gbld  Fields  broke  out  the  people  of 
Canterbury  treated  us  shamefully.  They  treated 
US  as  the  people  of  Dunedin  treated  the  Victorian 
diggers  who  went  there  on  the  breaking-out  of 
the  Otago  Gold  fields.  And  who  was  our  cham- 
pion then  P  Mr.  Hall.  He  incurred  a  good  deal 
of  odium  for  what  he  did  in  our  behalf.  The 
people  of  Canterbury  said  he  was  doing  too  much 
for  the  West  Coast.  He  insisted  upon  opening 
up  communication  between  the  two  places,  just 
as  Mr.  Moorhouse  insisted  on  opening  tip  that 
oommunioation  between  Christchurch  and  Lyttel- 
ton,  which  so  much  benefited  the  City  of  the 
PUins.  Well,  Sir,  the  West  Coast  was  first 
populated  and  fostered  by  the  honorable  member 
who  now  leads  the  Opposition;  and  Canter- 
bury as  usual  reaped  the  benefit.  As  we  pro- 
mssed  we  found  that  we  had  amongst  us  a 
few  disappointed  lawyers,  political  carpet-baggers, 
and  printers  who  had  no  real  interest  in  the 
place,  and  who  desired  separation.  These  people 
got  up  a  petition  and  pr^ented  it  to  this  House. 
Well,  Sir,  Westland  had  to  be  experimented  upon. 
It  was  not  right  to  giro  us  a  proyince  such  as  ex- 
isted throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land.  We  were  regarded  as  outcasts  who  must  be 
experimented  upon,  and  we  were  experimented 
upon  by  being  created  the  first  County  Council  in 
Kew  Zealand.  What  was  the  effect  ?  As  a  certain 
amount  of  territory  had  been  taken  from  Canter- 
bury— a  territory  composed  principally  of  moun- 
tain gorges  and  pine-trees,  with  gold  and  other 
minerals  hidden  in  the  earth — it  was  decided  that 
an  adjustment  should  take  place ;  and  an  expe- 
rienced person  was  sent  over  to  value  the  estate. 
And  how  did  he  do  it  P  The  award  was  made  out 
on  the  basis  of  population.  Now,  let  any  man 
seriously  think  of  tlie  idea  of  fixing  an  award  on 
the  basis  of  population  on  a  gold  field,  where  two 
or  three  shafts  may  be  sunk  to-day,  the  field 
proree  a  "  duffer,'*  and  the  men  go  away.  *  That 
was  the  case  with  Westland.  The  people  went 
away,  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  we  could  get 
them  back.  But  the  award  was  made,  and  Uie 
country  was  so  completely  impoTerishcd  that  we 
had  xx>  money  to  make  roads,  bridges,  or  anything 
else.  It  was  as  much  as  we  could  do  to  get  tracks 
to  go  through  the  country.  We  had  had  an  ad- 
jusimant :  did  we  get  a  readjustment  P  We  ap- 
plied for  it ;  but  no,  there  was  no  readjastment 
tor  OS.  CanterbuiT,  Shylock-like,  woula  hare  its 
pound  of  flesh.  Those  who  were  in  power — a 
number  of  them  are  in  the  House  now — refused  it. 
But  what  did  they  do  P  They  gave  us  a  proyince. 
After  the  experiment  was  prov^  a  failure  we  got 
a  proyince  and  the  priyileges  of  the  provincial 
system.  But  I  think  it  is  only  right  to  say  that  at 
the  time  this  agitation  took  place  for  separation  a 
petition  was  presented  to  this  House  against  it. 
Thai  petition  was  sent  by  persons  in  the  West- 
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land  District  who  resided  on  the  Teremakau,  in  the 
Chrey  River  District,  and  on  the  Nelson  South- West 
Gold  Field.    They  protested;  and  how  was  their 

ritition  treated  P  Perhaps  it  will  be  as  well  if 
read  from  Hansard  of  1867  to  show  how  it  was 
received : — 

''That  the  petition  received  from  certain  in- 
habitants in  the  District  of  Westland  be  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com* 
mittee  to  report  thereon,  with  power  to  call  for 
persons  and  papers ;  to  report  in  a  fortnight. 
Committee  to  consist  of  Major  Atkinson,  Mr. 
Bums,  Mr.  Moorhouse,  Mr.  Beid,  and  Mr. 
Curtis." 

I  find  that  Mr.  Stafford  moved  that  the  peti* 
tion  be  discharged,  and  consequently  it  was  dis* 
charged.  And  the  members  of  this  House  who 
voted  for  its  discharge,  who  denied  us  this  modi* 
cum  of  justice,  ask  us  now  to  allow  them  to  sit  on 
those  benches,  and  do  for  us  what  they  have  done 
before — that  is,  refuse  to  give  us  justice.  I  find 
that  on  this  question  the  honorable  member  who 
now  leads  the  Opposition  and  the  present  mem* 
her  for  Ashley,  Mr.  Moorhouse,  aiffered.  Mr. 
Moorhouse,  in  the  coarse  of  a  very  forcible  argu* 
ment,  which  is  recorded  in  Mansard,  said  that 
it  was  injudicious — that  it  was  not  a  petition 
emanating  from  the  diggers,  but  from  disap- 
pointed  lawyers,  printers,  and  people  who  wanted 
situations  under  the  new  form  of  government. 
On  this  occasion  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Moorhouse 
came  to  very  high  words,  and  called  each  other 
madmen.  Here  is  a  short  passage  from  the 
discussion  that  took  place  between  them  :^ 

"  Mr.  Hall. — If  the  honorable  member  ohose 
to  stigmatize  the  petition  from  2,600  of  his  own 
constituents  as  a  piece  of  madness,  it  ought  to  be 
known  to  his  constituents,  and  he  (Mr.  Hall) 
would  see  that  it  was.  It  was  not  fair  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  make  such  a  use  of  his 
position  in  that  House ;  he  knew  what  the  honor- 
able member  would  have  said  if  he  had  made 
such  a  remark. 

"  Mr.  MooBHOiTSE.  —  I  believe  the  honorable 
member  himself  is  quite  susceptible  of  the  mad- 
ness I  spoke  of. 

"Mr.  Hall. — Did  the  honorable  member  at* 
tribute  madness  to  himP  If  so,  he  would  say 
one  of  the  two  might  be  mad,  but  he  would  leave 
it  to  the  House  to  determine  whick  of  them  it 
was." 

From  that  it  appears  that  there  is  not  much 
difference  between  the  two.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Cheviot  has  accused  the  Premier  of  im- 
becility ;  but,  as  Mr.  Hall  has  accused  Mr.  Moor- 
house of  madness  in  times  gone  by,  and  Mr. 
Moorhouse  returned  the  compliment,  it  is  evident 
that  this  is  not  the  first  time  these  terms  have 
been  used,  so  that  I  hope  the  Premier  will  take 
little  notice  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot. 
But  to  proceed  with  this  county  question.  We 
find  that  the  same  old  member  whom  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ashley  was  unable  to  shake  off 
still  wished  to  grasp  power,  and  insisted  on  in- 
serting in  the  Act  a  nominee  Chairman.  We 
were  to  have  the  privileges  of  the  oountv  system, 
but  we  were  not  to  have  a  Chairman  eleoted  by 
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the  people  or  by  the  CouDcil.  I  will  read  the 
14th  section  of  the  County  of  Westland  Act, 
which  is  to  this  effect :  "  The  said  Ck>ancil  shall 
consist  of  seren  members,  whereof  one,  who  shall 
be  Chairman  thereof,  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
G-ovemor  in  Council."  But  the  best  part  of 
the  matter,  as  regards  the  selection  of  the  Chair- 
mah  by  the  GoTemor,  was  this:  Who  was  the 
nominee  of  the  Qt)TernorP  Mr.  John  Hall. 
There  seemed,  from  the  result,  to  hare  been  a 
method  in  his  madness.  Why,  Sir,  they  treated 
Westland  as  they  wish  to  treat  this  House  and 
the  members  of  it  who  haTe  been  elected  by  the 
people.  They  said,  '*  Tou  are  not  the  people  to 
choose  who  are  to  sit  on  the  Gbyemment  benches. 
We  are  the  persons  to  do  that ;  and  we  will  carry 
out  the  principles  which,  in  1867,  were  recorded 
on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  colony."  I  am 
not  going  to  say  that  Mr.  Hall  did  not  make  a 

food  County  Chairman.  I  only  wish  we  had 
ad  as  good  a  Chairman  the  whole  time.  I  do 
not  wish  to  reflect  upon  his  administration :  it 
was  perhaps  a  judicious  choice.  The  prin- 
ciple IS  the  thing  I  differ  from.  I  differed  from 
it  at  that  time,  and  I  differ  from  it  now.  I  do 
not  belicTe  in  nomineeship,  as  regards  either 
local  gOTemment  or  the  govemment  of  the 
colony  generally.  The  next  point  to  which  I  wish 
to  refer  is  this  :  After  this  award  was  made, 
and  when  the  Bill  was  introduced  to  make 
Westland  a  province,  the  question  of  our  finan- 
cial affairs  came  up  for  settlement.  Then,  the 
members  of  this  House  who  had  been  instru- 
mental in  running  us  into  debt  and  placing  us  in 
this  peculiar  position,  were  the  very  persons  who 
would  not  make  us  an  exceptional  case,  and  we 
still  had  to  bear  these  burdens  until  the  provin- 
cial system  was  swept  fiway  by  the  Abolition  Act 
in  1876.  I  ask,  Was  there  any  improvement  made 
then  ?  I  ask  members  on  the  Opposition  benches 
whether,  in  passing  the  Act  of  1876,  they  made 
any  improvement  on  the  previous  system  of  co- 
vemment.  They  did  nothing  of  the  kind  so  far 
as  Westland  was  concerned.  They  certainly  took 
over  the  Canterbury  debt  and  added  it  to  the 
consolidated  debt  of  the  colony;  they  certainly 
relieved  us  to  that  extent,  and  we  were  thankful 
for  it ;  but,  notwithstanding  that,  they  left  us  in 
the  same  position  as  all  other  gold  fields.  While 
large  Gbvernment  subsidies  were  given  to  counties 
in  which  there  were  large  rateable  properties,  they 
gave  nothing  whatever  to  the  gold-fields  counties. 
They  said,  "  We  make  an  exception  of  you.  We 
give  you  the  gold  duty,  and  we  will  not  ^ve  you 
a  suliidy  from  the  consolidated  revenue.  What 
does  the  gold  duty  mean  ?  It  means  additional 
taxation.  It  means  that  at  the  Port  of  Hokitika 
alone  wo  have  exported  2,000,000  ounces  of  gold, 
on  which  we  have  paid  £200,000  as  a  special  tax. 
When  they  gave  us  the  gold  duty  why  did  they 
not  take  it  as  taxation,  and  dve  us  a  subsidy  of 
pound  for  pound  upon  it,  in  the  same  way  as  they 
give  subsidies  according  to  taxation  in  those  coun- 
ties where  there  are  large  agricultural  properties  ? 
But  we  got  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  subsidies 
were  promised  to  last  only  five  years.  What 
does  that  bring  us  up  to  P  The  money  was  bor- 
rowed from  the  Home-country  for  the  construc- 
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tion  of  these  public  works;  and  where  was  it 
spent  ?  It  was  spent  principally  in  Canterbury 
and  Otago,  and,  having  been  spent  there,  the  Gk>* 
vernment  which  constructed  those  works,  and  so 
increased  the  value  of  property  there,  was  then 
forced  for  9LyQ  years  to  pay  from  the  consolidated 
revenue  a  subsidy  upon  the  very  improrementi 
that  made  those  properties  valuable.  We  now 
find  that  the  position  of  affairs  is  this:  The 
local  bodies  in  Canterbury  and  Otago  possess 
large  amounts  to  their  credit ;  and  in  the  North 
Island  and  in  Westland — and  in  gold  fields  dis- 
tricts particularly  —  the  local  bodies  are  in 
debt,  and  are  simply  asking  charity  from  the 
Government.  Certain  mites  have  been  thrown 
to  them  from  time  to  time,  not  only  by  the 
present  Gt>vemment,  but  by  past  Gt>vemments. 
That  is  bad  legislation,  and  I  say  that  those  men 
on  the  Opposition  benches  are  responsible  for 
that  bad  legislation.  Now,  we  were  promised  at 
that  time  that  we  were  to  have  roads  and  bridges. 
It  was  said  that  the  peculiar  geographical  position 
of  Westland  did  not  entitle  it  to  railways,  but  we 
were  to  have  a  main  trunk  road  from  Nelson 
down  to  Jackson's  Bay,  and  bridges  across  the 
rivers.  What  is  the  result  ?  This  took  place  in 
1865,  but  until  the  Utter  part  of  1877  t^e  roads 
were  not  constructed,  and  neither  were  the  bridges 
made.  It  is  true  that  amounts  wore  set  down  on 
the  estimates  by  the  Gk)vemment  which  was  tamed 
out  of  office  by  the  Gh«y  Ministry ;  but  no  doubt 
they  would  have  suffered  the  same  fate  as  other 
amounts  which  were  set  down  in  previous  years, 
but  which  were  never  expended.  Under  the 
present  Ministry  we  got  our  bridges  and  roads. 
Those  gentlemen  who  now  occupy  the  Opposition 
benches,  and  who  wish  to  get  on  the  Government 
benches,  are  responsible  for  the  loss  of  life 
which  has  occun^  through  the  want  of  those 
works.  There  are  orphans  in  Westland  who  are 
at  the  present  time  crying  for  bread,  and  there 
are  widows  crying  for  the  men  who  used  to  win 
that  bread,  and  who  have  lost  their  lives  through 
the  want  of  roads  and  bridges.  There  are  sixty 
cases  of  that  kind  on  record,  besides  many  more 
that  we  know  nothing  about.  I  lay  the  responsi- 
bility of  those  deaths  upon  the  men  who  would 
not  give  us  railways,  and  who  promised  us  roads 
and  bridges  which  we  never  got.  With  regard 
to  the  accusations  made  aeainst  the  Gt)vemment 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn,  I  ask,  Was 
his  charge  proved  with  respect  to  the  financial 
position  of  the  colony  ?  Did  not  the  reply  given 
by  the  Premier  sufficiently  set  that  at  rest  ?  The 
Premier  was  accused,  first  of  all,  of  not  having 
brought  down  a  Financial  Statement.  Now,  the 
position  of  affidrs  was  this:  There  had  been  a 
verdict  given  by  the  House  that  the  Gk>vemment 
was  guilty  of  maladministration,  and  after  the 
judges  had  delivered  sentence  they  actually  asked 
that  the  Treasurer  should  come  down  and  prove 
himself  innocent.  That  argument  reminds  me  of 
Kentucky  law — Hang  a  man,  and  try  him  after- 
wards. I  have  no  doubt  that  when  we  do  get 
a  Financial  Statement  from  the  present  Govern- 
ment— as  I  trust  we  shall  —  it  will  be  a  satis- 
factory one  not  only  to  the  House,  but  to  the 
whole  colony,  and  to  the  Home-oountiy,  wheare 
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wa  borrow  our  monej.  The  honorable  member 
for  Selwjn  told  us  that  the  present  GoTemnaent 
had  corrupted  the  Press.  As  far  as  I  am  indiyi- 
dnallj  oonoemed,  there  is  no  man  in  my  locality 
who  has  been  so  much  abused  by  the  Press,  but 
somehow  I  flourish  imder  the  abuse,  simply 
because  the  people  in  our  part  of  the  colony  look 
at  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  hare  come 
to  the  condusion  that  I  have  acted  honestly  as 
regards  local  affairs.  As  far  as  we  possibly  can 
we  must  always  encourage  and  foster  this  insti- 
tution. As  an  abler  speaker  than  I  am  has  said, 
"the  Press  is  a  grand  institution—an  institution 
that  the  people  not  only  of  New  Zealand,  but  of 
the  whole  world,  haye  to  thank  for  the  liberties 
they  enjoy."  Bach  being  the  case,  it  does  not 
speak  well  for  the  Opposition  that  because  they 
wish  to  get  into  power  thej  say  the  Press  of 
New  Zealand  vi  corrupt.  It  goes  farther  than 
that.  Astute  as  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
DOW  leads  the  Opposition  may  be,  who  does  not 
know  what  the  effect  of  his  words  may  be  else- 
where? How  are  we  judged  abroad?  Are  we 
not  judged  by  our  Press?  Do  not  our  Parlia- 
mentary debates  go  abroad?  I  say  that  the 
■tatenoent  that  a  Qoyemment  which  has  been 
in  power  for  two  years  has  been  retained  there 
hy  a  corrupt  Press,  must  injure  the  credit  of 
the  oolonj.    That  being  the  case,  any  honorable 

Sntleman  yrishing  to  hold  the  position  of  a 
inister  ought  to  be  yery  careful  as  to  the  words 
he  uses  respecting  the  Press  of  the  colony.  I  say 
that  we  hare  not  got  a  corrupt  Press  in  New 
Zealand.  The  next  question  to  be  answered  is. 
What  would  you  do  with  the  Press?  I  know 
that  in  the  local  body  in  which  I  sit  we 
called  for  tenders  for  adrertising,  and  we  found 
that  it  was  not  satisfactory.  Some  papers  haye 
a  larger  circulation  than  others ;  but  papers  con- 
doctod  at  a  yery  low  cost  and  haymg  a  yery 
small  circulation  can  successfully  compete  with 
better  ones  as  regards  the  price  to  be  charged  for. 
•drertisements.  It  is,  consequently,  not  always 
fiur  to  giye  the  work  to  the  lowest  tenderer.  The 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East  said 
that  we  should  pay  no  newspaper  for  adyertise- 
menta.  1  disagree  altogether  with  that  argu- 
ment. We  must,  as  business  men,  adyertise  for 
the  benefit  of  our  business.  As  members  of  the 
House  we  must  adyertise  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony.  To  say  that  you  would  pay  no  news- 
paper for  adyertisements  would  mean  that  the 
papers  could  not  afford  to  go  on,  and  we  should 
therefore  haye  no  pubhcity.  What  I  would  say 
i^  that  encouragement  ought  to  be  giyen  to  the 
whole  of  the  papers,  and  I  would  leaye  it  to  the 
men  who  sit  on  the  €K>yemment  benches  to  say 
what  should  be  giyen  to  the  whole  of  the  papers 
lor  the  adyertisements.  If  that  were  done  we 
should  find  that  the  papers  would  be  able  to  be 
independent,  and  we  should  not  hare  the  bickering 
which  goes  on  at  present.  We  should  find  then 
that  the  Press  would  ably  assist  those  in  the 
position  of  legislators,  and  would,  as  it  sometimes 
does  now,  perbi4>s  take  the  weak  side  of  an  argu- 
ment and  make  the  most  of  it.  We  should  place 
tho  Press  in  an  independent  position,  and  one 
.  honorable  to  thoee  gentlemen  who  hftye  so  far 


ably  conducted  the  Fourth  Estate  in  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand.  I  now  come  to  the  question 
of  lunatic  asylums.  The  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn  made  a  yery  serious  charge  against 
the  Goyemment  in  connection  with  this  ques- 
tion, and  I  must  say  that  until  I  heard  the 
explanation  afterwards  giyen  there  seemed  to 
me  to  be  something  in  it;  but  when  I  came 
to  reason  the  matter  oyer  I  said  to  myself  that 
surely  the  honorable  member  for  Christohurch 
City  (Mr.  Sterens),  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn,  and  other  Canterbury  members,  were  to 
blame  for  haying  tolerated  such  a  state  of  things. 
If  such  a  state  of  affairs  existed  with  regard  to 
the  West  Coast,  I  am  sure  that  the  members 
from  that  district  would  continue  to  make  long 
speeches  until  justice  was  done.  Another  attack 
was  made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn 
against  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Mines,  and  I 
must  certainly  say  that  at  the  time  I  felt  pained 
by  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member.  They 
hare  been  made  jocularly,  but  they  will  appear 
in  the  historical  records  of  the  House ;  ana  I  do 
not  think  I  should  be  doing  justice  if  I  did  not 
resent  the  insult  cast  on  the  miners  of  the  Totara 
District.  The  honorable  member  for  Selwyn 
said  that,  because  certain  farours  were  showered 
by  the  Goremment  on  that  district,  it  would  be 
more  than  a  man's  life  was  worth  to  go  down  to 
Ross  to  oppose  the  Minister  of  Mines.  I  was 
astonished  at  that  remark,  because  no  man  knows 
the  class  of  men  there  better  than  the  honorable 
member  for  Selwyn.  I  say  that  if  he  went  down 
there — I  do  not  care  what  principles  he  pro- 
pounded— the  miners  would  haye  said,  Giye  nim 
fair-play.  They  would  haye  listened  to  him, 
and,  whether  or  not  he  succeeded  in  conyincing 
them,  there  would  be  no  lires  lost.  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  there  is  no  ground  whaterer  for  such 
an  accusation.  When  the  construction  of  the 
Mikonui  Water-race  was  first  brought  forward 
the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  was  a  member 
of  the  Goyemment.  It  was  proposed  to  giye 
the  Messrs.  Brogden  twenty  chains  wide  of  land 
along  the  whole  extent  of  the  Mikonui  Water-race, 
if  they  would  undertake  its  construction.  If  those 
terms  had  been  agreed  to,  that  water-race  would 
no  doubt  hare  been  constructed ;  but  what  would 
haye  been  the  effect  upon  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict ?  The  miners  would  haye  been  serfs  under 
the  Messrs.  Brogden,  and  they  would  haye  been 
compelled  to  work  at  a  certain  price;  or  men 
would  have  been  brought  from  the  Old  Country, 
and  perhaps  Chinese  would  hare  poured  into  the 
district.  We  refused  to  have  the  Mikonui  Water- 
race  constructed  on  those  terme.  There  had  been 
a  constant  agitation  going  on  for  the  construction 
of  this  water-race.  The  late  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Totara,  Mr.  Tribe,  earnestly,  persistently, 
and  strenuously  adyocated  the  construction  of  this 
race.  He  was  so  far  successful  that  the  Goyem- 
ment agreed  to  giro  £20,000  if  certain  local  bodies 
would  guarantee  a  certain  amount  towards  its 
construction.  Under  a  peculiarly  •  constructed 
Act  there  was  no  power  given  to  the  local  bodies 
to  give  the  guarantee  required.  In  April  last  I 
was  one  of  a  deputation  that  waited  upon  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  and  asked  him  to  give 
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a  certain  turn  of  money  to  enable  them  to  make  a 
commencement,  and  he  promised  to  comply  with 
our  request.     I  can   say,   from  personal  know- 
ledge, that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  state- 
ment that  the  money  was  given  as  a  sop  at  elec- 
tion-time to  secure  the  return  of  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Mines.    It  was  nothing  more  than 
carrying  oat  what  was  promised  by  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  in  April  last.     I  think  I  have 
renlied  to  the  principal  retnarks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Selwyn;  I   will  now  refer  to 
•ome  of  the  statementa  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot  (Mr.  Saunders).    When  I 
came  into   this   Chamber   I  naturally  expected 
that    at    all    events  no    comparisons   would   be 
made  between  the  old   members  and  the  new. 
When  I  found  that  the  young  members  returned 
to  this  House— the  young  Q-reyites — were  com- 
pared to  greyliounds,  then  I  thought,  with  Mrs. 
Malaprop,     that    "comparisons    are    odorous." 
When  I  heard  the  honorable  member  speak,  there 
was  a  certain  dogf^edness  in  his  style  of  speech 
that  did  not  tend  to  raise  him  in  my  estimation. 
He  seemed  very  bitter.    He  seemed  to  be  a  pereon 
whom  the  world  had  not  treated  well.     It  ap- 
peared as  if  his  temper  had  been  soured  by  some- 
thing done  to  him  which  was  not  calculated  to 
raise  his  fellow-men  in   his    estimation.      The 
honorable  member  will  find,  with  regard  to  the 
young  members,  that,  whether  or  not  their  colour 
be  grey«  or  whatever  it  may  be,  there  is  a  wat<;h- 
fulness  about  them.     If  the  honorable  gentlonian 
had  said  we  were  watch-dogs,  I  do  not  think  I 
should  have  found  fault  with  him.     He  will  find, 
no  matter  who  sits  on  the  Government  benches, 
that  the  young  members  will  watch  carefully  so 
as  to  secure  that  which  is  best  and  most  conducive 
to  the  welfare  of  the  colony.     The   honorable 
gentleman  referred  to  the  members  on  the  Q-o- 
Tcmment  side  as  greyhounds,  and  said  they  were 
"running  cunningly."     Whatever  their  running 
may  be,  1  hope  it  will  be  straight.    What  will  bo 
the  effect  if  they  run  crookedly  or  cunningly.' 
They  will  find  themselves  in  the  same  position  as 
the  honorable  member  referred  to — Mr.  Hobbs. 
I  suppose  it  was  a  piece  of  cunning  when  that 
honorable  member  referred  to  the  Native  Minis- 
ter in   terms   which    I    believe  were   not   only 
condemned   by   this   House,   but  by  the  whole 
country.     For  the  good  of  the  country  at  large, 
it   was  only  right  that  that  gentleman  should 
be  relegated  to  obscurity.     Where  are   all  the 
other  members  who  ran  cunningly  P    Why,  they 
find   themselves   in  the   same   position   os   Mr. 
Hobbs.    Where  is   the  honorable   member  for 
Hokitika,  Mr.  Barff,  who,  before  he  came  into  the 
House,  pledged  himself  to  give  the  Qovernment  a 
fair  and  impartial  support  ?   He  is  left  out  in  the 
cold.    If  the  honorable  members  who  have  now 
been  returned  are  found  running  cunningly  they 
will  share  the  same  fate  as  overtook  Mr.  Barff  and 
Mr.  Hobbs.    The  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
adopted  the  phrase  used  by  Napoleon,  that  the 
young  recruits  were  "  food  for  cannon,"  and  said 
the  Toung   greyhounds   were  food  for  gammon. 
In  the  position  he  takes  up  at  the  present  time 
there  is  too  much  Canterbury  about  it,  and  too 
much  cant.    The  position  in  which  we  are  placed 
f£r,  Seddgn 


is  this :  Are  we  to  allow  Canterbury  and  Otaf  o 
to  rule  the  country  for  their  benefit  ?  It  is  t£e 
money  they  are  grasping  after.  That  being  the 
cose,  can  we  place  on  those  benches  the  honorable 
member  for  Geraldine,  who  is  an  aspirant  for 
office ;  the  honorable  member  for  Cheriot ;  tlie 
honorable  member  for  Selwyn  ;  or  the  honorabla 
member  for  Ashley  ?  There  is  another  honorable 
member  whose  surname  is  the  same  as  my  Chris- 
tian name.  I  refer  to  the  honorable  member  Mr. 
Dick,  who,  no  doubt,  is  an  aspirant  for  a  seat  on 
the  Treasury  benches.  There  is  another  honorable 
member  I  wish  to  refer  to,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Biverton  (Mr.  McCaughan),  who  is  one 
of  those  gentlemen  who  have  been  "  gammoned." 
There  was  one  remark  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot  which  under  the  circum- 
stances filled  me  with  a  feeling  of  regret.  I  have, 
at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  re- 
verenced old  age.  When  we  were  told  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot  that  the  Premier, 
on  account  of  old  age,  was  becoming  imbecile,  I 
felt  deeply  pained  that  such  a  remark  should  be 
made  in  this  House.  It  was  a  remark  which 
should  not  have  been  accepted  in  such  a  quiet 
way.  I  felt  inclined  to  ask  Mr.  Speaker  whether 
it  was  language  that  should  be  tolerated.  The 
honorable  gentleman  who  is  now  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  is  said  to  have  been  rejected  in 
former  days  by  his  party  on  account  of  his  youth, 
but  before  long  he  convinced  those  of  old  age  and 
experience  that  he  knew  more  of  what  was  good 
for  them  than  they  did  themselves.  I  listened 
attentively  to  the  temperate  remarks  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Selwyn,  and  was  ready  to 
be  convinced  by  force  of  argument.  I  trust  that 
every  honorable  member  in  this  House  will  at  all 
times  be  wiUing  to  be  convinced  by  argument.  I 
was  prepared  to  listen  to  his  arguments  and  to 
weigh  them  well  in  my  mind  ;  but  I  stand  here  as 
one  who  will  not  be  bounced  into  anything.  The 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot  tried  to  bounce 
the  young  recruits,  or  "  greyhounds."  If  he  at- 
tempts to  bounce  me  he  will  soon  see  that  my 
motto  will  be  "  No  surrender."  I  will  now  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  questions  alluded  to  in  the 
Governor's  Speech.  I  am  entirely  in  accord  with 
the  Government  as  regards  triennial  Parliaments. 
The  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  did  not  tell 
the  House,  to  my  satisfaction,  that  he  would 
take  up  the  measures  introduced  by  the  Gt>- 
vernment,  nor  did  he  give  us  in  his  speech  any 
sketoh  whatever  of  the  amendments  that  he  would 
propose  in  them.  It  has  always  been  my  opinion 
that  it  was  a  good  thing  to  let  the  representotires 
of  the  people  meet  their  constituents  as  often  as 
they  possibly  could.  We  should  find  that  we 
shoidd  not  have  the  same  evUs  as  wehavehad  in  the 
past.  Measures  would  not  be  likely  to  pass  that 
would  have  a  detrimental  effect  for  years  to  come. 
I  also  think  that  the  same  safeguard  should  be 
placed  upon  this  House  as  is  placed  upon  the 
local  bodies,  and  that  is,  that  they  should  not 
have  the  power  to  legislate  on  subjects  affecting 
the  finance  of  the  colony  for  a  longer  period  than 
their  term  of  office.  I  believe  that,  upon  ques- 
tions of  finance  particularly,  the  House  should 
not  be  able  to  commit  the  country  for  any  longei: 
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term  than  their  own  term  of  office.  Now,  as 
regards  the  matter  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
colon/,  I  will  ask  this  question :  How  much  has 
the  indebtedness  of  the  colony  been  increased 
since  the  gentlemen  now  occupying  the  Minis- 
terial benches  hare  been  placed  in  office?  Or 
was  the  indebtedness  spoken  of  bj  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce  this  afternoon,  or  the  principal 
portion  of  it,  not  incurred  before  those  honorable 
gentlemen  came  into  power  ?  I  saj  it  was.  We 
find  that  the  first  loan  that  was  asked  for  by  those 
honorable  gentlemen  was  refused,  and  refused 
by  the  Opposition,  to  the  disadTantage  of  the 
country  at  large.  At  that  time  we  could  hare 
floated  a  loan  on  far  better  terms  than  we  can  get 
one  floated  to-day.  Who  is  responsible  for  that  ? 
I  say  the  members  of  the  Opposition  are  respon- 
sible ;  and,  knowing  that  to  be  the  case,  and  know- 
ing also  that  if  the  proposal  of  the  Oovemment 
luul  been  accepted  the  colony  would  haye  been 
placed  in  a  fn,T  better  position  financially  than  it 
is  now  in,  I  say  that  the  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition have  no  right  to  say  that  our  financial 
position  is  due  to  the  gentlemen  who  sit  on  the 
Goremment  benches.  I  now  come  to  the  Native 
question.  On  that  question  I  am,  to  a  certain 
extent,  as  it  were,  inexperienced ;  but  I  am  not 
incxp>erienced  in  one  way,  because  during  the 
time  this  question  lias  engrossed  the  attention  of 
the  House — for  the  last  four  years — I  hare  been  a 
careful  reader  of  Hansard;  and  I  full  well  know, 
if  the  pages  of  Hansard  are  to  be  believed,  and 
if  the  statements  of  honorable  members  in  this 
House  are  to  be  belieyed,  that  our  relations  with 
the  Natiyee  haye  not  been  of  a  satisfactory 
kind.  I  do  not  say  that  they  are  satisfactory 
now ;  and  I  say  this  much,  that  it  will  take  sonic 
time — some  years — before  we  have  a  satisfactory 
position  of  afikirs  with  regard  to  the  Natives. 
That  has  been  the  case  in  older  countries  than 
this,  where  the  work  of  dealing  satisfactorily  with 
aboriginal  tribes  has  been  one  that  has  taken  half 
a  century  or  a  century  to  accomplish.  The  same 
thing,  I  apprehend,  will  occur  in  New  Zealand. 
But  I  will  say  this  much  as  regards  the  charge 
made  about  the  survey  of  the  Waimate  Plains — 
that  that  charge  is  one  which  is  entirely  without 
foundation.  I  will  ask  who  first  ordered  that 
survey  to  take  place.  Was  it  the  members  of 
the  Opposition  who  first  mooted  it,  and  who  first 
confiscated  the  land  ?  I  say  it  was  ;  and,  such 
being  the  case,  if  the  surveyors  were  upon  the 
land,  and  if  instructions  were  given  to  them  to 
survey  it,  it  did  not  follow,  because,  as  has  been 
said,  they  were  putting  the  pegs  in  Titokowaru's 
hut,  that  the  Government  were  going  to  sell  the 
land.  When  surveyed,  then  the  reserves  could 
be  defined,  and  such  reserves  given  to  the  Natives 
as  they  were  entitled  to ;  and  in  this  manner  the 
promises  given  to  them  by  previous  Govemments 
would  have  been  kept.  I  say  that  the  cliarge 
made  against  the  Government  with  respect  to  the 
survey  of  the  Waimate  Plains  is  fallacious.  I 
say  it  vras  not  proved.  We  find,  also,  remarks 
made  as  regards  the  price  at  which  this  land  was 
to  be  sold.  We  found  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  made  the  remarks  about  the  price  did  not 
9t9m  to  understand  much  about  it.    He  says  the 


Government  fixed  the  upset  price  at  £5  an  acre, 
and  that  any  person  buying  it  must  know  that 
there  was  a  danger  hanging  over  it.  The  upset 
price  was  fixed  at  £5  an  acre  as  a  safeguard 
against  land-sharks,  so  that  they  should  not  take 
advantage  of  the  people  of  the  colony  and  get 
this  land  at  £2  an  acre.  I  fully  understand  why 
the  upset  price  was  fixed  at  £5  an  acre,  and,  see- 
ing that  it  was  to  be  sold  by  public  auction,  and 
that  the  upset  price  was  £5  an  acre,  I  say  no- 
thing could  be  fairer  than  that.  When  I  went 
round  that  country,  having  in  view  the  taking-up 
of  a  block  of  land  there,  matters  were  in  this 
condition :  When  I  vros  going  there,  as  I  started 
from  Wellington  I  found  that  there  was  great 
anxiety  entertained  as  to  the  possibility  of  an  out- 
rage. When  I  went  to  Wanganui  I  found  they 
were  easier  on  that  subject  than  in  Wellington, 
and  when  I  got  to  the  sjpot  itself  the  people  were 
not  speaking  of  it  at  all:  But  when  I  got  to  the 
land  I  found  a  gentleman  Trepresenttng  a  large 
firm  in  this  town  telling  every  one  he  came  m 
contact  with,  "  I  am  sure  there  vrill  be  a  row  ;  I 
am  sure  there  will  be  bloodshed ;  no  white  man 
will  be  allowed  to  go  on  this  land  without  a 
fight ;  "  and  yet,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  there 
from  a  Wellington  firm  picking  up  the  best  blocks 
and  marking  them  on  a  plan.  Such  being  the  case, 
I  must  say  that  when  I  came  back  I  ^ve  the 
people  of  the  colony  the  benefit  of  the  informa- 
tion I  received.  As  to  the  occurrences  which 
took  place  afterwards,  the  same  thing  has  been 
and  will  continue  to  be  so  long  as  we  are  a 
colony,  until  we  get  roads  and  railways  through 
the  colony.  It  is  those  who  have  axes  to  grind 
in  order  to  get  this  land  that  have  been  the  cause 
of  agitating  and  increasing  the  Native  distrust, 
so  that  this  land  when  sold  might  be  sold  to 
their  benefit,  and  not  to  the  oenefit  of  the 
colony,  or  of  the  finances  of  the  Government. 
There  is  another  question— a  question  that  was 
spoken  of  by  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce. 
He  spoke  upon  the  question  of  the  land  and  the 
land  laws,  and  he  accused  the  Government  in  the 
first  instance  of  not  asking  the  Gt>vemor,  at  the 
time  these  first  land  laws  were  passed,  to  use  his 
veto  ;  in  a  breath,  shortly  after  that,  he  said  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  holds  the  position 
of  Premier  had  done  wrong  because  he  asked  the 
Governor — what  to  do  ?  To  disallow  a  Bill  that 
was  passed  which  gave  a  longer  tenure  to  the 
leaseholders  of  Canterbury.  When  wo  find  an 
honorable  member  one  moment  arguing  one  thing, 
and  the  next  moment  contradicting  it,  that  argu- 
ment must  fall  to  the  ground.  I  will  say  this 
much  :  that  the  land  laws  up  to  the  present  time 
have  not  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  colonists 
at  large,  but  for  the  benefit  of  a  favoured  few ; 
and  the  favoured  few — men  of  means  and  money 
— have  got  hold  of  large  blocks  of  land ;  and,  if 
we  do  not  step  in  to  prevent  it,  the  same  thing 
will  continue  in  the  future,  and  in  the  end  we 
shall  be  in  the  same  position  as  those  in  older 
countries.  I  may  say  that  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Grey  and  Bell  was  speaking  on  this 
question,  and  on  other  ouestions  aff'ecting  the 
colony  and  the  interests  of  the  people,  I  listened 
to  him  with  attention.    I  must  certainly  say  that 
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ihere  was  some  forcible  argument  adduced  bj 
him ;  but  there  is  this  much  that  left  a  doubt 
on  mj  mind :  I  liave  ascertained  since  that  the 
honorable  member  has  only  been  a  short  time  in 
the  colonj.  He  is,  therefore,  in  this  position: 
that,  while  he  can  judge  the  present  Goremment 
by  its  mistakes,  he  knows  nothing  whatcTer  of 
the  past  records  of  the  colony,  or,  if  he  did,  he 
would  not  be  sitting  in  his  present  position 
and  holding  his  present  opinions,  if  the  prin- 
ciples he  enunciated  are  well  founded.  He  said 
he  was  a  Liberal,  and  he  gave  a  true  definition 
of  Liberalism.  In  the  Old  Country  he  would  be 
called  a  Radical.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bruce  attacked  the  issues  that  were  brought  forth 
by  the  ChartisU  of  England.  What  do  we  find  ? 
That  three  points  asked  for  by  the  Chartists  in 
the  Old  Country  hare  been  ^^ranted.  It  has  taken 
a  number  of  years  to  bring  it  about ;  but  what  has 
brought  it  about?  The  moment  the  franchise 
was  extended  these  points  were  gained,  and  the 
people  now  enjoy  the  privileges  so  conferred  upon 
them.  But  we  hear  yery  little  of  the  .sufierings 
that  occurred  between  the  time  when  these  things 
were  first  asked  and  the  time  when  they  were 
eranted.  I  say,  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
(Colonel  Trimble)  had  been  in  the  colony  for  the 
last  twenty-fire  years,  and  if  he  were  also  well 
acquainted  with  the  past  deeds  of  men,  and  the 
records  generally,  he  would  be  sitting,  like  me,  on 
this  side  of  the  House  ;  he  would  be  speaking  for 
us,  assisting  us  by  his  experience ;  he  would  not 
be  a  party  to  a  wrong-doing — ^for  a  wrong-doing  it 
is.  Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  question  that  brought 
me  to  speak  this  evening.  I  come  to  the  remarks 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  Valley 
(Mr.  Masters).  Well,  I  must  certainly  sajr  that 
what  I  have  got  to  remark  on  that  point  pains  me 
deeply.  If  I  were  saying  it  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Riyerton  (Mr.  McCauehan),  I  should 
hare,  perhaps,  the  same  feeling  oT  pain,  though 
we  are  only  slightly  acquainted ;  but,  long  as  is  my 
acquaintance  with  the  honorable  member  for  Grey 
Yalle^,  I  must  say  that  I  feel  pained  on  his  taking 
up  his  present  position.  I  feel  also  sorry  that 
he  should  be  a  party  to  disfranchising  one  of  the 
largest  electorates  in  the  colony ;  for  we  find 
that  he  intends  to  Tote  for  the  Opposition,  his  col- 
league will  Tote  as  he  Toted  before,  and,  such  being 
the  case,  the  Grey  Yalley  is  disfranchised.  If 
at  the  time  when  the  contest  was  going  on  this 
had  been  publicly  known,  I  ask,  would  the  same 
result  have  happened  P  I  certainly  say.  No.  The 
people  on  the  West  Coast  are  not  ungrateful,  and 
I  will  prove  it  by  the  records  of  the  ballot-box. 
Twelve  hundred  rotes  were  polled  for  the  honor- 
able member  (Mr.  Masters),  and  the  same  num- 
ber for  his  colleague.  The  people  to  a  man  went 
to  support  the  present  Ministry.  I  will  refer  to 
some  remarks  that  were  made  by  the  honorable 
member,  and  I  will  ask  the  House  to  judge 
from  that  as  to  whether  what  I  say  is  not  a  fact. 
[The  honorable  member  quoted  m>m  addresses 
made  by  Mr.  Masters  to  his  constituents.] 
At  many  of  the  electorates  Mr.  Masters  did  not 
put  in  an  appearance  at  all,  and  the  electors  at 
those  places  voted  for  him  on  the  strength  of  the 
declarations  he  made  in  that  published  address  I 
Mr^  Seddon 


have  qouted  from.  And,  more  than  that,  a  gentle- 
man who  once  held  the  position  of  member  for 
the  Grey  Yalley  was  canvassing  for  Mr.  Masters 
in  that  part  of  the  district  which  he  could  not 
visit,  and  when  asked  by  some  members,  who 
knew  that  he,  when  in  the  House,  had  been  in 
opposition,  whether  Mr.  Masters  would  go  into 
opposition,  he  replied  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
Mr.  Masters  in  that  respect,  because  Mr.  Masters 
was  a  supporter  of  the  Grey  Government.  That 
is  a  positive  fact ;  and  1  know  that  Mr.  Aiastert, 
before  he  left  our  district,  was  very  indi^^nant 
because  some  of  the  papers  had  the  audacity  to 
put  him  down  as  "  doubtf id."  Can  Mr.  Masters 
lor  a  moment  say  that  he  has  any  reason  for 
believing  the  Government  will  not  carry  on  the 
works  which  he  made  a  condition  of  his  support  ? 
No.  I  know  that  he  has  had  an  intimation  from 
the  first  that  the  West  Coast  will  receive  the 
same  attention  that  it  has  received  in  the  paat 
from  this  Government.  When  the  honorable 
member  had  that  assurance  he  had  out  from 
under  his  feet  every  argument  that  would  haTe 
at  all  justified  him  in  turning  round  upon  the 
constituency,  and  depriving  the  Grey  Yalley  of 
its  voting  power  in  this  House.  As  I  have  said 
privately,  I  would  do  anything  I  could  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  not  turn  traitor  to 
liis  constituency.  It  is  an  absolute  fact  tha-t, 
when  information  went  down  to  the  Qrrey  Yalley 
that  Mr.  Masters  had  changed  sides,  there  was  a 
general  burst  of  indignation,  and  telegrams  were 
at  once  sent  to  him  advising  him  to  prove  true 
to  the  party  by  which  he  vras  elected.  I  do 
not  wish  to  hare  the  West  Coast  in  the  same 
position  that  it  has  occupied  for  years  past.  It 
seems  to  me  that  members  sent  up  from  the  C!oaat 
have  been  working  one  against  another — one  haa 
been  for  the  Opposition,  one  for  the  GK>vemment, 
another  independent;  and  the  result  has  been 
that  the  Coast  has  had  nothing  done  for  it :  and 
the  Opposition  would  Uke  to  see  us  placed  in  that 
position  again.  It  is  very  painful  to  me  to  riae 
here  and  say  what  I  have  said  about  my  old 
Mend  Mr.  Masters;  and  though  when  I  once 
take  up  a  position  I  will  fight  it  out  to  the  last, 
though  I  will  nerer  cry,  Peccavi,  though  I  will 
never  ask  for  quarter  for  myself,  yet  for  the  sake 
of  the  Ck)ast,  and  for  the  sake  of  Mr.  Masters 
himself,  I  ask  the  Opposition  to  release  that 
honorable  gentleman  from  the  bond  they  have 
extracted  from  him.  There  is  much  more  weight 
attached  to  this  matter  than  the  members  of  the 
Opposition  seem  to  think  ;  and  as  they  are— per- 
haps with  a  view  of  bringing  in  waverers — boast- 
ing of  their  large  majority — a  majority  of  six — they 
can  well  afibrd  to  allow  my  friend  Mr.  Masters  to 
be  an  honest  man.  I  have  been  in  the  peculiar 
position  that  honorable  gentleman  is  m,  and 
therefore  can  speak  feelingly.  As  a  member  of 
the  Prorincial  Council  of  Westland,  I,  at  one 
time,  not  having  received  for  my  district  those 
works  to  which  we  had  a  right,  determined  to  go 
over  to  the  Opposition,  and  vote  against  the  party 
I  had  been  allied  with  for  two  years.  Tlie  pledge 
I  gave  was  given  in  the  heat  of  passion,  at  a 
moment  when  I  was  off  my  guard,  and  for  three 
days  and  nights  I  was  at  miserable  as  I  oould 
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poMiblj  be.  I  feel  Baiiified  that  is  the  ctoe  with 
mj  honorable  friend.  He  ia  not  the  Edward 
Hatters  that  left  Greymoath ;  and,  sucli  being 
the  case,  I  aak  the  Oppoeition  to  do  as  I  hare 
requested,  espeoiallj  as  it  is  a  matter  of  such 
importance  to  the  West  Coast.  It  is  said  by 
members  of  the  Opposition,  "  Oh !  if  we  turn  the 
GoTemment  out,  Mr.  Masters  will  get  ererythins 
for  his  district."  But  what  wocdd  be  the  good 
of  one  Tote  ?  Perhaps  thej  hare  offered  him  a 
seat  on  the  6K>Temment  benches,  knowing  his 
businaea  would  not  allow  him  to  take  it. 

Mr.  MASTEBS.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  take  his  word  for  it.  Such 
being  the  case,  the  position  he  will  occupy  will  be 
this :  We,  as  a  party,  are  pledged  to  carry  out 
liberal  measures :  we  must  keep  together,  and  he, 
being  bat  one,  will  not  be  worth  winning ;  and 
therefore  the  West  Coast  will  be  neglected  in 
the  future  aa  it  has  been  in  the  past.  There  will 
be  but  one  member  on  one  side  of  the  House  as 
against  six  of  us  on  the  other  side.  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  Opposition  will  be  generous,  and 
allow  the  honorable  member  not  to  record  his 
Tote  at  all.  As  there  is  a  doubt  upon  a  point  of 
such  importance,  it  would  be  hr  better  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  do  as  did  Mr.  Gk)ldie 
last  session,  who,  as  he  was  not  in  accord  with 
the  fedings  of  his  constituents,  and  did  not  want 
to  destroy  his  colleague's  rote,  abstained  from 
ToUng,  and  allowed  his  colleague  to  record  his 
▼ote  as  desired  by  the  constituency.  Orey 
Valley  should  hare  one  Tote  on  an  important 
occasion  like  this ;  and  therefore  I  say,  Let  the 
honorable  member  follow  the  example  I  hare 
cited,  and  abstain  from  roting.  I  should  be 
SORT  indeed  to  see  a  gentleman  who  has  held  the 
good  opinion  of  his  fellow-men  in  his  locality, 
who  has  raised  himself  in  that  same  locality  to 
the  position  he  occupies  at  the  present  time, 
and  who  has  won  that  respect  during  the  course 
of  years — I  say  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  such  a 
man  ruthlessly  throw  away  the  confidence  he  has 
gained :  and  yet  he  must  Uirow  it  away  if  he  Totes 
with  the  Opposition.  He  said  this  afternoon 
that  he  had  some  reason  to  doubt  the  gentle- 
men who  occupied  the  GK>Temment  benches,  but 
that  among  the  Opposition  there  were  men  who 
would  make  a  good  Ministry,  and  carry  mea- 
sures beneficial  to  the  oouutry.  Well,  I  say  we 
hare  had  experience  of  those  gentlemen  in  the 
past)  and  it  shows  us  this,  that  the^  have  no 
desire  to  see  the  Coast  progress ;  whilst  our  ex- 
psrience  during  the  short  time  that  the  present 
Ministry  has  bmn  in  office  has  been  of  an  oppo- 
site character.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
has  DO  business  to  record  his  rote  against  the 
Government,  but  should  rote  for  us ;  and  I  trust 
he  will  do  so.  We  hare  historical  authority  for 
saying  that  eren  at  the  ele?enth  hour  there  is 
h^)e,  and  I  trust  that  after  all  we  shall  not  find 
that  any  of  the  members  from  the  West  Coast 
belong  to  the  genus  Bodent.  I  do  not  think  the 
West  Coast  members  deserre  that  name.  We 
certainly  had  one  on  the  last  occasion ;  but  he  has 
been  relegated  to  obscurity,  and  we  know  it  must 
be  two  or  three  years  before  he  can  ha?e  an  op- 
portanify  of  emerging  from  that  obscurity. 


An  Hon.  MwfBKH. — In  six  months. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Some  gentleman  says  in  six 
months  i  but  I  say  that  is  impossible,  and  the 
reason  is  this  :  Supposing  we  pass  a  Bill  amend- 
ing the  electoral  law  this  session,  whoerer  is  in 
power  it  will  take  at  least  tweWe  months  for  the 
people  to  get  on  the  electoral  rolls.  Then  another 
session  wiU  be  here,  and  an  election  will  not  then 
take  place.  There  will,  of  course,  be  a  fight,  and, 
if  either  side  is  beaten,  that  side  will  claim  that 
it  would  hare  a  majority  if  the  Parliament  were 
elected  on  the  basis  of  manhood  suffirage,  and 
there  will  then  be  a  dissolution  ;  but  it  must  be 
practically  two  years  hence  before  that  can  take 
place.  Some  ^^ntlemen  hare  oomfdained  that 
the  Premier  m  his  speech  went  to  the  old 
countries  —  to  France,  to  England,  to  Ireland, 
and  Scotland,  and  even  landed  in  Babylon. 
Well,  suppose  he  did.  What  guides  the  world 
at  the  present  time  but  experience?  And  if 
from  the  experience  of  other  countries  we  may 
gain  useful  lessons,  why  should  we  not  appeal 
to  that  experience  ?  If  the  people  have  suffered 
from  the  legislation  in  other  countries,  why 
should  we  not  take  warning  ?  Ererr  conscien- 
tious representative  in  this  House  will  endeavour 
to  prevent  such  things  recurring  in  this  colony. 
We  must  be  guided  by  experience.  Take  the 
whole  of  the  sciences.  Hftve  they  not  im- 
proved of  late  years  P  Have  not  the  experi- 
ments and  experiences  of  years  been  handed 
down  to  us  for  years,  and  have  we  not  bene- 
fited by  them  F  Take  the  improvements  in  ma- 
chinery and  in  the  means  of  saving  labour,  and 
see  what  we  have  gained  by  them.  It  is  by  the 
experience  of  the  past  that  these  have  been 
brought  about,  and  so  I  say  that  it  is  from  the 
experience  of  the  past  in  this  colony — the,  to  me, 
painful  experience — that  we  should  learn  not  to 
trust  those  who  have  previously  guided  its  affiurs. 
Why  are  we  taxed  to  the  extent  of  £12  10s.  per 
Insad  a  year,  when  the  people  of  Victoria  and 
New  South  Wales  are  onlytaxed  to  the  extent 
of  about  £3  per  head  ?  Why  are  our  burdens 
something  like  £60  per  head  of  population,  when 
in  Victoria  they  are  only  about  £12  ?  Is  it  not 
the  effect  of  bad  legislation  and  bad  administra- 
tion F  Are  we  to  throw  the  blame  on  the  gentle- 
men who  have  occupied  those  benches  only  about 
two  years  F  No,  Sir ;  it  is  their  predecessors  that 
we  must  blame  for  the  position  in  which  we  find 
ourselves.  I  come  now  to  the  question  of  the 
land  laws ;  and  I  may  refer  to  the  land  laws  of 
Ireland  in  relation  to  that  point.  I  hear  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Biverton  (Mr.  McCanghan) 
hails  from  that  country.  If  he  does  so,  I  am 
somewhat  surprised  that  he  should  give  his  vote 
against  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  occupy 
those  benches ;  because  no  country  in  the  whole 
world  has  suffered  so  much  from  bad  land  laws 
as  Ireland.  I  hope  the  picture  I  am  going  to 
paint  of  scenes  which  constantly  happen  there 
will  be  before  his  eyes  when  he  conies  to  re- 
cord his  vote.  I  do  not  care  whether  he  comes 
from  a  family  in  affluent  circumstances  there; 
but,  whether  he  does  or  not,  he  must  know  that 
what  I  am  about  to  say  is  true.  I  have  seen  his 
feUow-ooontiymen,  who  have  left  their  homes, 
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standing  on  the  wharreB  at  LWerpool.  I  hare 
seen  old  men  and  \romon  bidding  good-bje  to 
their  sons  and  daughters,  and  shedding  tears 
as  they  parted  from  them  when  the  young  people 
were  starting  on  their  royage  to  this  country. 
Then  the  time  comes  when  the  sons  and  daughters 
tend  for  their  fathers  and  mothers  to  come  out. 
Do  they,  who  spent  their  sixty  or  serenty  years, 
perhaps,  in  the  land  of  their  birth,  tear  themseWes 
from  it  without  feelings  of  regret  ?  The  last  Sun- 
day comes,  and  they  part  in  sadness  from  their 
friends.  They  visit  the  grareyard  where  those  who 
hare  been  dear  to  them  Tie.  They  tear  themseWes 
from  all  the  old  associations,  and  they  come  away 
to  this  new  country.  Do  they  come  willingly  ? 
Is  it  of  their  own  free  will  that  they  break 
asunder  all  these  old  ties  ?  Ko ;  they  are  driren 
away.  Tbey  are  driTen  from  their  homes  by  the 
bad  laws  wmoh  oppress  them.  I  hope  honorable 
members  will  bear  that  in  mind  when  they  TOte 
on  this  occasion,  and  I  trust  that  in  years  to 
oome  we  shall  not  through  their  votes  see  the 
same  thing  happen  here.  You  may  say,  "Oh! 
we  have  plenty  of  land  ; "  but  I  teU  you  that  it 
will  be  grasped  by  the  aristocracy  that  is  spring- 
ing up  amongst  us.  I  fear  me  that,  if  I  were 
to  arise  from  my  grave  some  fifty  or  a  hundred 
years  hence,  I  should  find  the  people  driven  from 
our  shores  and  eoing  to  Victoria  and  New  South 
Wales,  where  they  are  legislating  year  by  vear 
against  squattocracy.  Such  being  the  case,  whom 
are  we  to  trust  with  the  framing  of  our  laws  ? 
Are  we  to  trust  to  tho^e  who  in  the  past  have 
made  laws  that  have  led  to  the  springing-up  of 
an  aristocracy  of  landholders  here?  I  say  we 
must  not.  liook  at  Victoria.  Look  at  the  last 
division  which  took  place  there.  The  whole  Con- 
servative newspaper  press — and  it  is  very  power- 
ful there ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  corrupt 
— brought  all  its  weight  to  bear  against  Mr. 
Berry  and  his  Ministry ;  but  the  people,  with  their 
manhood  suffrage,  have  persistently  opposed  all 
attempts  to  oust  that  Ministry.  They  have  shown 
to  New  Zealand  an  example  that  we  should  copy. 
When  the  question  of  taxation  came  up,  and  of 
an  increased  tariff,  the  Assembly,  by  an  over- 
whelming majority,  carried  the  Betorm  Bill,  and 
adhered  to  the  Liberal  party,  even  though  they 
had  to  submit  to  additional  taxation.  That  is  the 
principle  I  hope  will  be  acted  on  here.  I  hope 
those  honorable  gentlemen  who  represent  three 
hundred  electors,  or  who  may  represent  constitu- 
encies of  a  thousand  electors,  will  bear  in  mind 
that,  if  we  had  manhood  suffi»ge  here,  every  vote 
given  by  myself  or  by  a  member  for  Auckland  or 
a  member  for  Christchurch  would  be  equal  to  at 
least  three  of  their  votes.  If  we  had  manhood 
BufiVage  here,  we  who  represent  large  constitu- 
encies should  not  have  to  fight  for  dear  life  and 
existence.  We  should  not  be  compelled  to  carry 
on  a  desperate  struggle— so  desperate  that,  one 
honorable  member  heing  absent,  we  have  to  use 
the  forms  of  the  House  to  protract  the  debate 
until  he  arrives.  Honorable  members  on  the 
Opposition  benches  seem  overjoyed  at  that  state- 
ment, but  I  may  tell  them  that  the  Government 
is  not  responsible  for  the  position  in  which  we 
are.  Two  days  ago  an  offer  was  made  to  pair 
Ur.  Seddon 


that  gentleman,  and  the  Opposition  positively 
refused  to  do  so.  They  certainly  offered  as  a 
pair  a  gentleman  whom  they  thought  it  would  be 
as  well  to  get  rid  of — the  honorable  member  for 
Grey  Valley.  But  that  was  no  proper  pair.  Why 
did  they  not  give  us  a  gentleman  who  was  sitting 
in  the  House  here  and  who  was  known  to  be  a 
pronounced  Oppositionist  ?  If  they  had  done  so, 
we  should  not  have  been  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  the  prescribed  rules  in  order  to  give  time  for 
the  absent  member  to  arrive.  Therefore  the 
blame  for  our  position  lies  at  the  door  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. I  think  myself  it  is  only  ri^ht  that  wo 
should  take  a  fair  and  impartial  new  of  this 
question.  I  do  not  think  the  debate  which  has 
token  place  is  to  be  regretted,  or  that  it  has 
in  any  way  lowered  the  position  of  the  House. 
Neither  young  nor  old  members  need  regret  it> 
nor  do  1  think  the  electors  will  regret  that  it 
has  tflJ^en  place.  It  was,  in  fact,  onfy  right  that 
it  should  take  place,  because  this  is  really  a  very 
serious  question  we  have  before  us.  We  find  now 
that  the  majority  of  fourteen  which  there  was 
against  the  Government  last  session  has  been 
reduced  to  no  majority  at  all,  and  I  say  we  had 
a  perfect  right  to  debate  the  question.  I  only 
regret  that  the  Opposition  have  not  replied  to 
the  arguments  we  have  adduced.  They  have 
simply  contented  themselves  with  giving  a  block 
vote.  I  shall  be  only  too  glad  to  see  the  honor- 
able member  for  Geraldine,  of  whose  eloquence  I 
have  heard  a  great  deal,  spring  up  and  tear  every 
word  I  have  spoken  to  pieces,  so  that  both  sides 
may  be  placed  before  the  electors.  It  is  only  by 
debates  of  this  kind  that  we  can  arrive  at  a  true 
conclusion.  Therefore  I  say  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  Valley  should  have  waited  until  the 
debate  took  place,  and  should  have  listened  to  the 
charges  made  here  on  the  fioor  of  the  House,  and 
to  the  refutation  of  them,  and  then  should  have 
judged,  and  not  have  formed  his  judgment  on  an 
ex  parte  statement  outside  the  Kouse.  I  trust 
that  in  giving  his  vote  every  honorable  member 
wiU  exercise  it  as  I  intend  to  do.  Neither  the 
Ministry  nor  the  Opposition  influence  me,  but 
principle.  Until  the  Bills  are  on  the  table  which 
are  to  give  effect  to  the  principles  laid  down  in 
this  Address  no  honorable  member  has  a  right  to 
vote  against  the  Gt>vernment.  If  I  find  that  the 
views  I  express  are  not  carried  out  when  those 
measures  are  brought  forward,  or  if  they  are 
likely  to  be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
colony,'  then  I  shall  vote  against  any  Govern- 
ment which  brings  them  in.  I  am  prepared, 
under  present  circumstances,  to  swallow  one  or 
two  points  in  this  Address  with  which  I  do 
not  altogether  agree,  in  order  to  support  the 
general  principle.  For  instance,  there  is  the 
clause  relating  to  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  best  routes  for  imil- 
ways.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  that>  because,  if 
the  present  Opposition  were  to  get  into  power, 
and  appoint  a  Conunittee  to  inquire  into  the 
railway  to  the  West  Coast,  I  am  afraid  they 
would  protract  their  labours  until  all  the  moner 
was  spent,  and  there  was  none  left  to  go  on  with 
this  work.  Another  matter  with  which  I  do  not 
agree  ia  the  paragraph  relating  to  the  nle  <^ 
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Natire  landf .  I  do  not  tbink  we  should  use  the 
public  monej  of  the  colony  to  enhance  the  value 
of  the  Native  lands,  and  thus  give  the  Natives 
the  value  of  the  monej  we  make  the  wliite  people 
pav  interest  for.  We  should  fix  a  fair  value  ou 
the  land,  and  then,  when  it  is  sold,  let  the  amount 
be  deducted  on  which  the  improved  value  lias 
iaken  place.  The  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
made  a  point  against  the  Government  that  their 
Bill  would  entail  too  much  cost  on  persons  in 
districts  like  mine  to  get  their  names  placed  on 
the  roll ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman  should  re- 
member that  that  is  only  a  matter  of  detail.  The 
principle  is  good,  and  any  defects  in  detail  can 
be  remedied  afterwards.  Instead  of  having  ouly 
one  officer  in  a  district,  let  any  number  that  may 
be  necessary  be  appointed.  Nothing  whatever 
hae  been  said  dunng  this  debate  which  would 
shake  my  allegiance  to  the  Government.  I  trust 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  vote,  it 
wiU  not  lead  to  the  rule  of  a  minority.  There 
has  been  too  much  of  minority-ruling  in  New 
Zealand,  and  that  is  why  I  support  the  present 
Government.  Taking  the  whole  of  the  elections, 
and  carefully  summing  up  the  candidates  elected 
for  and  against  the  Government,  and  the  num- 
bers they  respectively  represent,  I  find  that 
the  Government  has  been  supported  by  tliree 
to  one  of  the  electors.  Objection  has  been  espe- 
cially made  to  the  present  Premier  as  the  head 
of  the  GK>TerDment ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that, 
if  a  vote  of  the  whole  colony  were  taken  as  to 
who  should  be  Premier,  it  would  be  in  favour 
of  that  honorable  gentleman.  That  is  the  test  I 
hurl  down  to  the  Opposition.  Would  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  carry  the  vote  F  Certainly  not ; 
and  nobody  knows  it  better  than  those  who  are 
sitting  round  him.  I  say  the  Premier  of  this 
colony  should  hare  the  confidence  of  the  whole 
colony.  I  believe  the  honorable  gentleman  at 
tiie  head  of  the  Government  holds  that  position ; 
and,  such  being  the  case,  I  intend  to  vote  for  hfm 
and  his  Ministry,  and  maintain  them  in  their 
present  position. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— I  rise  to  make  a  personal 
explanation  on  a  point  about  which  I  have  been 
misunderstood.  I  am  quite  sure  the  honorable 
member  for  Hokitika  is  incapable  of  wilfully 
misrepresenting  anything  I  said,  but,  in  speaking 
of  my  remarks  with  regard  to  the  Premier's 
imbe^ty,  he  has  mistaken  a  quotation  for  an 
original  assertion  of  mine.  What  I  said  was, 
that  I  did  not,  of  course,  expect  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru  was  going  to  vote  for 
the  Premier  after  having  stated,  as  reported  in 
the  Christohurch  and  Timaru  newspapers,  that  he 
voold  not  support  the  Premier,  both  on  account 
of  the  despotic  habits  which  that  honorable 
gentleman  had  acquired  as  Governor  of  the 
colony,  and  also  of  the  imbecility  which  had 
leached  him  with  his  old' age. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL.— I  am  not  aware  that  any 
inch  statement  ever  passed  my  lips. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— Sir,  I  had  not  intended  to 
take  part  in  thia  debate,  having  hoped  that  the 
time  of  the  country  would  not  have  been  wasted 
so  long  as  it  has  been  by  such  speeches  as  we 
have  juBt  heard  from  the  honorable  member  for 


Hokitika.  I  had  hoped  that  we  should  have  come 
to  a  division  some  two  or  three  days  ago,  and  that 
honorable  members  would  not  have  taken  up  the 
time  of  the  House  by  speaking  on  what  I  consider 
a  foregone  conclusion,  the  verdict  of  the  couutry 
itself  having  been  just  taken  on  the  issue  before 
the  House.  But,  having  heard  this  evening  that 
a  division  would  probably  not  be  taken  to-night, 
that  there  were  two  or  three  whales  being 
kept  in  reserve  for  to-morrow,  and  that  to-night 
there  would  be  a  chance  for  the  minnows  to 
disport  themselves,  I  thought  I  would  endeavour 
to  give  to  the  House  some  few  reasons  why  I 
intend  to  vote  with  the  Opposition.  I  did  not 
intend  to  follow  or  comment  upon  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  preceded  me ; 
but  I  cannot  refrain  from  making  one  or  two 
remarks  in  reference  to  what  that  honorable  mem- 
ber has  been  saying.  I  have  not  the  smallest 
doubt  that  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika 
(Mr.  Seddon)  would  have  felt  highly  flattered  and 
highly  gratified  had  the  honorable  member  for 
G^raldine  got  up  and  criticised  his  extremely 
voluminous  and  discursive  speech ;  but  we  know  a 
great  deal  better  on  this  side  of  the  House  than  to 
fire  ofi'  a  cannon  to  kill  a  mosquito.  Not  that  I 
would  call  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  a 
mosquito.  It  is  only  a  simile.  I  have  been  asked 
to  follow  the  honorable  member,  and  therefore 
he  will  not  on  this  occasion  be  subjected  to  the 
criticism  of  that  practised  politician  and  grand 
speaker,  the  honorable  member  for  G^raldiue. 
Before  I  proceed  any  further,  perhaps  he  will 
not  think  it  out  of  place  in  me  as  a  fellow-young- 
member  if  I  give  him  a  piece  of  advice.  I  have 
my  eye  on  that  clock,  and  when  the  minute-hand 
reaches  a  quarter-past  ten  I  shall  resume  my  seat. 
Now,  I  have  been  waiting  in  the  House  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  to  deliver  myself  of  what  I 
have  to  say ;  I  believe  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  been  speaking  close  upon  an  hour  before 
I  came  into  the  House ;  and  I  would  give  him 
this  piece  of  advioe,  as  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all 
likely  that  this  House  wijl  be  again  disposed  to 
extend  the  same  courtesy  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man as  it  has  shown  him  on  this  occasion;  I 
hope  the  honorable  gentleman  will  not  be  of- 
fended if  I  recommend  him  as  a  youn^  member 
to  make  his  addresses  a  little  shorter  in  future. 
WheiT  I  came  in  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
referring  to  Te  Whiti.  I  do  not  know  how  he 
got  to  Taranaki  from  Grey  Yalley ;  but  he  ap- 
peared to  know  a  great  deal  about  Te  Whiti :  and 
from  there  he  travelled  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  Valley  (Mr.  Masters)  j  and  the 
kindly  manner  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  take 
that  gentleman's  conscience  under  his  protection 
amused  me  immensely.  One  most  remarkable 
feature  about  his  anxiety  on  behalf  of  the 
honorable  member's  political  morals  was  this: 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  Vallev 
(Mr.  Masters)  was  spoiling  a  block  vote  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  wished  to  sell  to  the 
Premier  and  the  Government  in  order  to  get 
the  Grey  Valley  Railway.  I  must  confess  it 
struck  me  that  it  was  not  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's morals  which  ho  was  looking  after,  but 
the  Grey  Valley  Railway.    I  think  the  honorable 
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member  for  Grey  Yallej  (Mr.  Masters)  has 
acted  wisely  in  Toting  as  he  is  going  to  vote. 
I  noticed  particularly,  in  regard  to  those  ex- 
tracts that  have  been  read,  that  he  always 
reseryed  to  himself  the  right  to  exercise  his 
discretion  upon  such  matters  as  came  before 
him  with  reference  to  the  policy  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  at  the  ho&d  of  the  G-oyeru- 
ment.  I  consider  that  the  extracts  that  were 
read  gave  the  fullest  liberty  to  the  honorable 
member  to  act  as  he  thought  fit  upon  this  vote 
of  no  confidence.  The  next  time  tne  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  last  spoken  tries  to  look  after 
the  morals  of  a  gentleman  like  the  honorable 
member  for  Chrey  Valley,  he  should  not  let  it 
be  so  transparent  that  the  reason  he  wishes  to 
attach  the  honorable  member  to  him  is,  as  I 
hare  said,  for  the  purpose — I  will  not  say  of 
selling  himself,  because  that  would  not  be  in 
order — ^but  of  handing  oTer  to  the  GK)Temment 
a  block  Tote  in  consideration  of  a  million  of 
money  to  be  spent  on  the  Grey  Valley  Bailway. 
That  is  about  the  hardest  abuse  I  can  find  in 
my  heart  to  giro  to  the  honorable  member.  I 
hope  he  will  take  it  to  heart  and  profit  by  it; 
because  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  purity 
of  elections,  Bribery  Bills,  political  bribery,  and 
bribery  of  all  descriptions,  and  particularly  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Gt>Temment,  who,  I  recollect,  administered  a 
very  severe  rebuke  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel  with 
reference  to  the  Wanganui  Bridge,  at  the  time 
when  Sir  Julius  Vogel  was  standing  for  Wa- 
nganui. I  think,  therefore,  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  will  do  well 
to  bear  in  mind  that  we  do  not  countenance 
political  bribery  in  this  House,  and  do  not 
countenance  block  rotes  being  given  in  order 
to  obtain  grants  of  money  for  railways.  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  give  the  reasons  why  I  intend  to 
vote  against  the  Gt>Temment  upon  this  no-con- 
fidence motion.  The  first  thing  I  shall  touch 
upon  will  be  the  Speech  of  His  Excellency  the 
Grovemor,  as  framed  by  Ministers.  Now,  Sir,  I 
am  not  at  all  disposed  to  admit  for  one  moment 
that  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  are  the  sole  patron  saints  of  the  sacred 
cause  of  liberty.  I  can  only  say  that,  although 
quite  a  young  man,  I  haye  held  very  advanced 
liberal  yiews  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  It  is  not 
the  first  time  I  have  heard  arguments  adduced  in 
reference  to  political  reforms,  in  reference  to 
changes  in  the  incidence  of  taxation,  or  in  refer- 
ence to  land  laws.  I  shall  come  to  these  pre- 
sently, before  I  conclude  my  speech  ;  but,  in  the 
meantime,  I  wish  to  point  out,  with  reference 
to  the  6K>yemor's  Speech,  one  particular  item 
in  the  Liberal  platform  which  has  been  entirely 
omitted  from  the  Speech.  I  will  admit  the  im- 
portance of  parliamentary  reform ;  I  will  admit 
the  importance  of  electoral  reform ;  I  admit  all 
these  things  without  hesitation  or  doubt :  but  I 
do  say  that  the  first  great  plank  in  any  Liberal 
platform  in  this  country  is  a  sound  and  thorough 
change  in  the  incidence  of  taxation.  Now,  I  do 
not  see  any  mention  of  that — except  in  a  purely 
incidental  manner — in  the  whole  of  the  Go- 
yemor's  Speech.  I  submit  that  we  should  have 
Mr,  WhUdker 


seen  some  mention  of  a  change  in  the  shape  of 
an  income-  and  property-tax,  or,  at  all  events, 
some  allusion  to  a  practical  method  of  aohiering 
that  free  breakfast-table  of  which  we  have  heard 
so  much  during  the  last  three  or  four  years.  I  do 
not  profess,  of  course,  to  have  the  eloquence  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  but  I  do  claim  to  possess  a  certain 
amount  of  common  sense,  and  a  certain  honesty  of 

Surpose  in  trying  to  reduce  my  views  to  practice, 
fow,  I  have  always  said  that  I  should  like  to  see 
some  change  in  the  incidence  of  taxation.  It  is  too 
late  to-night  to  go  fully  into  the  question  ;  but  it 
is  perfectly  clear  that,  after  all  the  money  we  have 
spent  on  public  works,  and  the  great  benefit  which 
has  accrued  to  property  from  the  expenditure  of 
that  money,  there  should  be  some  change ;  and  I 
confidently  expected  to  eee  some  mention  of  the 
subject  in  the  Governor's  Speech  :  but  I  was  dis- 
appointed. Therefore  I  fail  to  recognize  a  real 
Liberal  programme  in  that  Speech.  One  of  the 
most  important  matters  to  the  people  of  this 
colony  is  the  aspect  of  financial  a^irs.  As  yet 
we  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  Financial  Statement 
from  the  Treasurer ;  I  have  not  seen  one,  and  am 
not  aware  that  such  a  Statement  is  in  existence :  but 
I  have  reason  to  believe — it  has  been  told  to  me, 
at  all  events,  on  good  authority — that  there  will  be 
a  deficiency  of  between  £300,000  and  £400,000 
in  the  revenue  for  this  year.  Now,  I  do  not  see 
the  slightest  indication  in  the  Governor's  Speech 
of  what  line  of  policy,  what  taxation,  or  what 
fiscal  change  is  to  be  proposed  in  order  to  meet 
this  enormous  deficiency  in  the  revenue.  If  I 
could  see  an  inkling  of  anything  at  all  to  give  me 
an  idea  of  how  it  is  going  to  be  done,  I  should  be 
much  more  dear  in  voting  on  this  motion ;  but 
I  see  none.  Another  thing,  I  must  confess,  that 
I  did  not  like  in  the  Governor's  Speech  was  the 
way  in  which  Native  matters  were  shirked.  If 
there  is  a  difficulty  in  the  front  of  us  I  do  like 
t9  see  that  difficulty  tackled.  I  like  to  take  the 
bull  by  the  horns.  I  do  not  like  to  see  a  veil  at- 
tempted to  be  drawn  over  what  is  certainly  one 
of  the  darkest  pages  in  New  Zealand's  history. 
It  would  have  been  far  more  manly,  and  far  more 
noble,  to  have  come  down  to  this  House  and  told 
the  truth  in  the  Governor's  Speech  as  to  how 
Native  affiurs  stood,  and  then  have  suggested 
a  remedy  and  invited  the  co-operation  of  this 
House.  I  should  not  have  been  one  to  blame 
the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  altogether  for  the  present  state  of 
Native  affairs.  I  have  some  little  knowledge  of 
those  matters,  and  am  aware  that  things  nave 
been  drifting  for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years — 
ever  since,  in  my  opinion,  the  passing  of  the  Na- 
tive Lands  Act  of  1873 — ^into  their  present  un- 
satisfactory position.  I  should  not  have  been 
inclined  to  blame  those  honorable  gentlemen  who 
have  only  been  in  office  for  two  years.  But  I 
think  they  might  have  had  the  honesty  to  have 
told  us  bow  matters  stood  in  the  Governor's 
Speech,  and  to  have  indicated  the  remedies  they 
proposed  to  adopt.  I  do  not  think  the  course 
they  have  taken  in  this  respect  is  worthy  of  a 
Government,  and  on  that  ground  alone  I  do  not 
think  they  ought  to  command  the  support  of  any 
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bonMt  and  intelligent  politician.    There  is  an- 
other rery  important  matter,  and  I  am  sorprised 
that  the  patriots  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
haTe  not  touched  upon  it  more  f requentlj.    Con- 
sidering, howerer,  that  many  of  them  ha?e  come 
in  here,  I  wiU  not  say  in  the  pocket  of  a  great 
man,  but  placarded  with  the  name  of  the  Pre- 
mier, it  is  perhaps  not  to  be  expected  that  they 
should  touoh  upon  the  flaws  in  the  system  which 
he  is  adopting,  or  expose  the  sores  which  he 
has  caused  on  the  body  politic.     They  cannot 
be  expected  to  criticise  in   a  fair  and   square 
manner  the  policy  of  that  honorable  gentleman. 
Therefore  I  say  I  am  not  surprised ;   but  all  I 
ask  them  now,  as  Liberals,  is,  whether  they  do 
not  consider  that  a  proper  spirit  of  self-goTem- 
ment  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  true  Liberalism. 
Kow,  Sir,  we  all  admit  that  the  present  Counties 
Act  and  the  Road  Boards  Act  do  not  work  to- 
gether.   We  all  admit  that  our  local  self-goTem- 
ment  is  defectiTe,  and  requires  a  remedy.    And 
yet,  in  thi^  great  Liberal  programme  I  have  not 
seen   the  slightest  indication  that  any  attempt 
whatever  wiU  be  made  to  gire  the  people  those 
rights  and  privileges  which  can  only  be  secured 
by  A  strong  system  of  local  self  •  goTemment. 
Local  self-goTemment,  Sir,  is  the  natural  buffer 
between  the  centralism  wliich  is  growing  up  here 
now  and  the  people ;  and  we  want  local  bodies, 
not  only  as  agents  by  whom  the  money  may  be 
expended,  but   to   be   small   political   organiza- 
tions which  in  the  times  of  trouble  that  may 
hereafter  arise  may  be  the  rallying-points  for  the 
people  in  defending  their  liberties.    Such  institu- 
tions I  conceire  would  be  based  on  true  Liberalism. 
Kow,  I  must   confess   to  a  certain  amount  of 
jealousy  for  my  part  of  the  country,  and  I  did 
think  that  in  the  GoTcmor's  Speech,  which  pro- 
fesses  to  be  an  expression  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  Ministry,  I  should  see  some  mention  of  a  line 
of  railway  to  be  carried  out  in  that  part  of  New 
« Zealand.      I  thought  that,  as  there  was  a  line 
to    be    carried    out   in    the    neighbourhood  of 
Marsden,  it  would  hare  receiTed  some   slight 
notice ;  but  there  is  no  mention  of  it  whateyer. 
I    am   well    aware    that    an  honorable    gentle- 
man has  come  down  here  who  is  fully  prepared 
to  support  any  Oovernment  which  wiU  advance 
that  railway,  and  I  believe    that    he  wiU  do 
so ;  but  I  am  astonished  to  see  him  sitting  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  because  wo  now  see 
from  the  Governor's  Speech  that  Grey  Valley  is 
to  get  a  railway,  and  Mareden  is  to  go  without. 
There  ought  to  have  been  some  mention  made 
of  pnbUc  works ;   and  I  cannot  help  noticing 
one  very  important  fact,  and  that  is,  the  entire 
absence  of  ai^  reference  to  the  raUway  from  Te 
Awamutu  to  Inglewood.    That  was  made  a  great 
point  of  in   the  policy  of  the  Government — it 
was  considered,  in  fact,  to  be  the  turning-point 
in  the  regeneration  of  the  northern  part  of  this 
Island;  but  we  did  not  see  the  slimiest  refer- 
ence to  it  in  the  Speech.    At  one  time,  honor- 
able members  wiU  recollect,  we  heard  of  nothing 
else  but  the  enormous  success  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  acquiring  from  the  Natives  a  large  block 
of  land  in  the  King  country,  which  was  to  be 
cot  up  and   sold  at  astoniahing  prices,  and  a 


railvray  to  run  through  it  was  to  be  constructed 
out  of  the  receipts.  The  Une  was  to  run  right 
through  the  King  country,  it  was  to  secure  the 
peace  of  the  colony,  our  securities  were  to  reach 
an  unprecedented  figure  in  the  Home  money 
market,  the  northern  portion  of  New  Zealand  was 
to  be  regenerated,  and  the  miUennium  was  beUeved 
to  be  at  hand.  But  why  has  aU  this  not  come  to 
pass  ?  Is  the  whole  thing  a  total  faUure  ?  WiU 
the  Natives  not  aUow  the  Une  to  go  through  their 
land  ?  If  there  is  a  reason,  why  not  let  us  know 
it?  The  House  ought  to  be  kept  informed  on 
these  subjects.  Some  mention  ought  to  be  made 
of  such  an  important  work  in  the  Governor's 
Speech;  yet  I  see  no  aUusion  to  the  subject. 
These  are  the  general  reasons  why  I  cannot 
support  the  present  Government ;  but  there  are 
other  grounds,  coming  closer  to  my  own  part  of 
the  country,  upon  which  I  should  oppose  any 
Government  of  which  the  Premier  is  the  head. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  represented  the 
Thames  constituency  for  some  time,  and  the 
effect  of  that  representation  upon  the  Thames 
people  has  been  highly  gratifying  to  them ;  but 
it  has  not  been  gratifying  to  my  constituents,  or 
to  the  people  of  the  Waikato  as  a  whole.  We 
did  at  one  time  get  the  Premier  up  to  turn  the 
first  sod  of  our  railway.  We  did  not  get  him 
a  sUver  trowel  and  a  fancy  wheelbarrow,  and  he 
drove  under  the  same  arch  that  had  been  erected 
for  the  Governor  a  few  days  before.  So,  per- 
haps, that  was  the  reason  we  got  nothing,  whUe 
the  people  at  the  other  end  of  the  line  got  the 
money  to  go  on  with  their  part.  I  know  what 
was  said  to  the  County  Chairman,  Mr.  Brodie, 
but  I  also  know  what  the  money  was  voted  for,  and 
I  unhesitatingly  assert  that  the  £168,000  was 
voted  for  constructing  the  railway  from  Hamilton 
to  Omahu.  Promises  have  been  made  time  after 
time  that  the  raUway  would  be  constructed,  but  it 
never  has  been  constructed.  I  should  not  grumble, 
but  our  money  has  been  spent  on  the  other  end  of 
the  line  amongst  the  constituents  of  the  Premier. 
I  have  lived  some  time  at  the  Thames;  I  have 
many  friends  there,  and  I  have  great  sympathy 
with  the  people,  and  do  not  in  any  way  grudge  or 
oppose  their  Une ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  think 
it  is  a  peculiar  thine  that  three  contracts  should 
have  been  entered  into  at  that  end  of  the  line, 
and  not  a  single  conti-act  at  our  end.  The  sod 
turned  by  the  Premier  stUl  lies  there  in  all  its 
solitary  nakedness,  and  the  wheelbarrow  is  in 
the  back-yard  of  one  of  the  hotels ;  but  we  have 
no  raUway.  Really  I  do  not  consider  that  this 
is  fair;  neither  do  the  people  feel  that  they 
hate  received  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Now,  Sir,  I  gave  notice  to-day 
for  the  production  of  the  correspondence  relat- 
ing to  an  endowment  for  the  Borough  of  the 
Thames,  and  I  mean  to  say  a  few  words  about 
that  now.  I  should  say  that  I  have  had  a  corre- 
spondence  with  the  Government  on  this  subject. 
I  was  promised  that,  in  accordance  with  the  clause 
in  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1876,  an 
endowment  should  be  given  to  the  Borough  of 
HamUton.  I  suggested  that  it  should  be  taken 
out  of  the  Aroha  Block,  and  I  was  lauffhed  at.  I 
was  told  that  the  land  was  too  valuable,  and  that 
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it  would  bo  cut  up  for  sale.  Sip,  I  am  informed — 
and  if  I  am  wrong  perhaps  the  honorable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Goremment  will  t«ll  off 
tome  other  member  of  the  Ministry  to  correct 
me :  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  Premier  will  him- 
self deign  to  reply  to  so  insignificant  an  opponent 
as  myself — that  two  thousand  acres  of  that  block 
hare  been  oonyerted  into  an  endowment  for  the 
Thames.  Now,  it  is  not  fair  that  an  endowment 
for  my  district  should  be  refused,  and  that  the 
district  of  the  Premier  should  get  it.  More  than 
that,  we  are  more  closely  connected  with  it  than  the 
Thames  people,  and  we  certainly  had  as  strong  a 
claim  to  it  as  they  had.  We  asked  for  one  thou- 
sand acres  only,  and  could  not  get  it ;  while  the 
Thames  people  got  two  thousand  acres.  That  is 
not  dealing  fairly  with  the  people,  and  I  can  assure 
the  GoTemment  that  my  constituents  are  very 
sore  about  it.  Those  are  what  I  may  call  my 
local  reasons  for  voting  aguinst  the  Qovemnient. 
The  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
amused  me  when  he  spoke  on  the  subject  of  the 
use  of  the  **  Hiuemoa."  Now,  Sir,  I  think  I  can 
recollect  something  of  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  Premier  on  this  subject,  when  he  occupied  a 
seat  on  this  side  of  the  House.  No  language 
could  be  too  strong  in  denunciation  of  those 
who  used  the  "Hinemoa"  before  the  Premier 
took  to  using  her  himself.  I  did  not  occupy 
a  seat  in  this  House  at  the  time,  but  I  re- 
member that  the  language  was  somewhat  re- 
markable ;  and,  further,  it  was  promised  that 
the  steamer  was  to  be  sold ;  and  the  Ministerial 
residences  were  to  be  sold  also.  The  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  East  came  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  without  any  argument 
whatever,  except  that  he  said  the  Premier  would 
be  justified  in  using  the  steamer  again,  and  *'  more 
power  to  him."  Now,  I  do  not  think  that  is 
right.  I  will  neyer  consent  to  prostitute  prin- 
ciples for  men,  and  the  fact  of  there  being  an 
eminent  man  at  the  head  of  the  Government  will 
not  prerent  me  from  saying  that  their  use  of  the 
steamer  was  wrong,  and  contrary  to  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  that  Liberalism  of  which  the  honomble 
member  for  Auckland  City  East  is  so  ardent  and 
eloquent  a  supporter.  If  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  can  say  that  the  Premier  is 
right  in  using  the  "  Hinemoa"  almost  exclusirelj 
for  his  own  purposes,  though  ostensibly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  educating  the  people,  and  can  say  "  more 
power  to  him,"  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  is 
quite  in  the  wrong.  The  honorable  gentleman 
can  hardly  be  expected  to  know  very  much  about 
Native  difficulties,  and  therefore  the  "  Hinemoa  "' 
was  a  subject  more  within  his  comprehension  ; 
but  when  he  took  up  the  Ohinemuri  diflioulty  he 
evidently  knew  nothing  of  what  he  was  talking 
about :  in  fact,  he  appealed  to  honorable  mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  to  tell  him  something  about 
it.  Well,  I  know  something  about  it,  and  my 
version  of  the  story  is  this.  I  gathered  it  from  a 
reliable  source,  and  the  dififlcully  arose  in  this 
way,  as  far  as  I  can  learn.  Certain  Government 
Natives  bought  a  piece  of  land  from  Ngatikoc, 
Ngatihako  being  the  real  owners.  I  happened  to 
know  one  gentleman  who  was  asked  to  go  and 
survey  it,  and  his  reply  was  that,  as  he  had  a 
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small  wife  and  a  large  family,  and  as  his  life  was 
not  insured,  he  did  not  care  to  go  and  survey 
it.  The  Ngatihako  land  was  bought  from  the 
wrong  owners ;  and  that  is  the  real  origin  of 
the  difficulty.  The  honorable  gentleman  did  not 
seem  to  know  how  it  occurred,  but  he  said  it 
was  very  slight ;  but  it  was  a  distinct  difficulty 
between  the  Ngatihako  Tribe  and  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  whether  the  Government  had  bought 
from  the  right  people  or  not.  Now,  Sir,  may 
I  say  one  word  about  the  Native  Minister?  I 
was  not  in  the  House  last  session.  Had  I  been 
here  I  certainly  should  have  made  some  re- 
marks about  the  Eopua  meeting,  because  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  way  in  which  the  Native 
Minister  was  treated  by  some  members  of  the 
House :  wherever  I  may  stand,  my  voice  shall 
be  used  to  protect  persons  from  unjust  accusa- 
tions ;  and  I  say  that  the  statements  made  about 
the  Native  Minister  last  session  were  not  true. 
I  was  at  the  meeting  from  beginning  to  end. 
There  was  no  disorder,  no  disturbance,  no  super- 
abundance of  grog — nothing  of  the  kind.  Every- 
thing, so  far  as  I  saw,  was  very  creditably  con- 
ducted. As  to  the  political  aspects  of  the 
meeting  we  may  differ.  In  that  respect,  I  think 
it  was  not  successful — I  was  very  much  grieved 
to  see  the  Premier  walking  up  and  down  the  bank 
of  the  river,  waiting  to  see  a  few  savages — but 
these  personal  charges  had  no  foundation  what- 
ever, and  I  wish  it  to  be  placed  on  record  that  I 
took  the  first  opportunity  to  refute  these  slanders 
against  a  gentleman  of  whom  I  entertain  the 
highest  opinion.  So  much  for  the  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  East.  I  will  now 
touch  lightly  upon  the  Minister  of  Mines.  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  that  honor- 
able gentleman  for  some  nine  or  ten  years.  I 
think  the  honorable  member  for  Tuapeka  to-day 
made  use  of  an  expression  which  he  was  com- 
pelled to  retract  It  referred  to  another  honor- 
able gentleman  being  an  "all-sorts."  I  am  not 
going  to  make  use  of  that  expression,  because  I 
should  probably  be  called  to  order  if  I  did; 
but,  if  I  were  to  use  any  particular  expression 
in  reference  to  the  Minister  of  Mines,  that 
would  be  the  expression  I  should  use.  I  have 
always  looked  upon  the  honorable  gentleman 
as  a  useful  member  of  the  Civil  Service,  who 
could  be  turned  to  account  whenever  a  Gt)vem- 
ment  was  in  extremity — who,  from  the  podtion 
of  a  Minister  in  the  Legislative  Council,  de* 
scended  to  the  Commissioner^hip  of  Annuities, 
again  emerged  as  a  Minister  in  this  House,  and 
after  all  is  comfortably  provided  for  at  £600  or 
£800  a  year.  I  was  quite  prepared  to  hear  a 
sound,  practical  speech  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber; and  I  did  hear  such  a  speech.  I  thought 
he  spoke  remarkably  well;  but  judge  of  my 
astonishment  when  I  saw  him  drop  the  r6l€  of 
a  first-rate  Civil  servant,  and  come  out  as  a 
democrat.  Of  all  unlikely  men  I  know,  he  is  the 
most  unlikely  —  from  want  of  enthusiasm  —  to 
become  a  leader  of  democracy.  He  appeared  to 
have  learnt  his  ppeech  by  heart ;  and  it  struck  me 
that  he  had  prepared  it  for  another  occasion,  but 
thouglit  it  wise — as  this  might  be  the  last  time 
he  could  speak  from  the  6horemment  benches — 
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to  give  expression  to  it  'at  once.  At  all  events, 
it  was  the  most  disjointed  affair  I  eyer  heard.  I 
oonld  not  distinguish  the  first  from  the  last,  or 
the  last  from  the  first,  and  I  maj  saj  it  seemed 
to  be  "  pumped  "  out  of  the  honorable  member. 
We  always  leare  the  good  things  to  the  last,  and 
I  just  want  to  say  one  or  two  words  in  reference 
to  the  position  taken  up  bj  the  Premier  with 
regard  to  his  so-called  Liberal  principles :  then  I 
haTO  done.  I  know  it  will  be  presumptuous  in 
me  to  criticise  a  gentleman  who,  no  doubt,  pos- 
seaaes  a  high  Imperial  reputation,  and  for  whom 
I  ha?e  the  highest  respect.  HowcTer,  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  it  is  well  known,  is  fond  of  the 
rising  generation  and  of  children,  and  of  seeking 
wisdom  *'  out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  suck- 
lings," so  I  hare  no  doubt  he  will  overlook  the  fact 
of  mj  being  a  young  man  and  a  young  member. 
From  the  earliest  period  that  I  looked  into  these 
matters,  I  have  been  -deeply  imbued  with  those 
Liberal  principles  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
now  claims  for  the  first  time  as  being  his  own, 
and  I  say  that  in  every  speech  made  by  tlie  Pre- 
mier I  can  recognize  the  sentiments — expressed 
in  almost  the  same  language — of  Carlyle,  f  roude, 
and  other  authors  for  whose  writings  I  have  a 
profound  respect,  and  of  whom  I  am  a  humble 
follower.  He  has  simply  taken  the  contents 
of  their  books,  and  claims  that  he,  and  not 
the  gentlemen  I  have  named,  is  the  originator 
of  the  sentiments  he  expresses.  I  was  led  to 
investigate  this  matter  the  other  day  through 
coming  across  a  speech  delivered  by  the  Pre- 
mier at  a  public  meeting,  which  was  very  much 
like  a  page  or  two  of  Froude's  essay  on  "  Eng- 
land and  her  Colonies."  I  would  like  to  give 
the  honorable  gentleman  credit  for  being  copied 
by  Froude ;  but,  on  comparing  dates,  it  is  only 
too  evident  that  he  must  have  copied  Froude. 
On  investigating  the  matter  further,  I  found 
that  it  was  quite  a  common  practice  on  the  part 
of  the  honorable  gentleman.  Before  returning 
to  New  Zealand  on  the  last  occasion  I  became 
thoroughly  imbued  with  those  principles;  I 
thought  about  them  and,  I  may  say,  wrote 
about  them.  I  therefore  object  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  coming  before  the  people  of  New 
Zealand — who  have  not  time  and  opportunity 
to  read  and  study  these  matters,  and  who  are 
not  perhaps  aware  that  such  a  school  of  thought 
has  existed  for  fifty  years  in  Europe — and  tellmg 
them  that  he  is  the  originator  of  those  principles, 
and  that  he  alone  is  fit  to  carry  them  out.  I  say 
that  there  are  other  gentlemen  sitting  inside  this 
House  and  outaide  of  it  who  are  more  thoroughly 
desirous  of  oarrring  those  measures  than,  and 
who  are  fully  as  able  and  determined  to  do  so 
as,  the  honorable  gentleman.  I  will  not  give  my 
support  to  any  party  that  will  go  back  from  those 
principles ;  but  I  say  that  the  eternal  principles 

of  liberty  are  not  bound  up  in  the  life  of  any  one 
...      ^^1 


Those  principles  will  live  and  liberal  ideas 
wiQ  progress  whether  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  or  is  on  the  Oppo- 
sition benches ;  whether  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  alive  or  is  in  his  grave  those  principles  will 
Ure,  because  those  principles  are  eternal.  On 
this  point  I  beliere  that  many  honorable  mem- 


bers on  this  side  of  the  House  thoroughly  agree 
with  me.  It  is  the  habit  to  call  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  ''Conservatives."  I  do  not 
know  what  a  Conservatiye  is,  in  a  progressive 
country  like  New  Zealand.  Does  the  Premier 
mean  to  call  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
a  Conservative?  Does  he  not  know  that  that 
honorable  member  was  one  of  the  roost  liberal 
and  advanced  thinkers  in  New  Zealand  for  many 
years  before  he  himself  came  forth  from  his 
retirement  F  There  are  other  gentlemen  amons 
the  Opposition  who  have  constantly  supported 
and  urged  the  adoption  of  liberal  measures. 
Does  not  the  Premier  remember  that  twenty- 
three  years  ago  a  gentleman  who  is  not  now  in 
this  House  brought  in  Bills  to  give  effect  to  the 
electoral  reforms  now  proposed?  When  those 
Bills  were  rejected  the  gentleman  I  refer  to  said 
to  the  House,  "  A  time  will  come  when  you  must 
p«iss  these  measures.  I  tell  you  our  Constitu- 
tion is  democratic.  You  had  better  pass  these 
measures  now,  because,  ifyou  do  not,  they  will 
be  forced  from  you."  Those  words  were  used 
twenty-three  years  ago,  and  I  say  the  measures 
DOW  before  us  are  not  new.  Then,  again,  the  late 
member  for  Q-rey  Valley  (Mr.  Woolcock)  was  the 
first  to  table  a  motion  in  favour  ^f  a  change  in 
the  incidence  of  taxation.  That  gentleman  was 
on  tl^e  Opposition  benches  last  year,  but  surely 
he  was  a  liberal  man.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say 
upon  that  point.  I  sincerely  trust  we  are  .not 
to  be  again  treated  to  those  statements  by  the 
Premier  and  his  followers  that  he  alone  is  capable 
of  giving  effect  to  these  liberal  measures,  while 
we  eee  gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  benches  who 
are  equally  capable  of  giving  effect  to  them,  and 
who  are  supported  by  gentlemen  who  are  equally 
determined  with  honorable  members  opposite  to 
have  those  measures  passed.  I  cannot  refraiu, 
in  conclusion,  from  quoting  the  following  words 
uttered  last  year  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Wanganui  ^Mr.  Bryce)  : — 

"  There  is  one  curious  thing,  in  regard  to 
the  course  which  the  Hon.  the  Premier  takes, 
which  must  strike  everybody.  He  takes  up  this 
position  :  that  he  is  going  to  do  good  to  New 
Zealand — that  he  is  going  to  make  New  Zealand 
great  and  free ;  and  the  thing  itself — that  is,  the 
possibility  of  New  Zealand  becoming  great  and 
free  —  is  quite  a  secondary  consideration :  his 
first  thought  is  that  he  himself  is  to  make  it  so. 
.  .  .  But  when  a  sacrifice  is  placed  upon  the 
pure  altar  of  Uberty  the  priest  must  not  wear 
the  garments  of  tyranny." 

Major  TE  WHEOEO.— Sir,  I  shall  not  have 
much  to  say  to  this  House,  because,  as  far  as  I 
can  see,  members  are  divided  and  voting  against 
each  other.  If  I  should  ramble  beyond  the  rules 
of  the  House,  I  hope  the  House  wiU  give  me  con- 
sideration, from  the  fact  that  I  am  a  new  mem- 
ber. I  thought  it  would  have  been  better  for  the 
Native  Minister  to  make  his  speech  first,  so  that  I 
might  follow  him.  Still,  it  is  a  hard  thing  to 
decide  when  this  debate  will  be  terminated.  In 
the  Governor's  Speech  there  is  a  portion  which 
relates  to  Native  affairs :  it  is  a  rery  important 
matter  about  a  Bill  concerning  Native  afflEurs. 
The  evils  that  have  arisen  in  this  Island  have 
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sprung  from  that  source.  I  think  the  House 
should  give  to  the  Maoris  a  certain  power  that 
thej  may  themseWes  conduct  their  own  affairs. 
It  was  on  these  grounds  that  my  constituents 
sent  me  to  represent  them  in  Uiis  House — to 
consider  all  the  matters  that  affected  them  that 
would  he  brought  up  in  this  House,  and  to  appeal 
to  the  members  of  this  House  to  pass  certain 
measures  which  would  be  for  their  benefit.  That 
is  why  I  consider  that  all  measures  that  are 
brought  up  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
NatiTe  race  should  be  first  circuhited  among 
them,  or  an  idea  of  their  nature  giren  to  them,  so 
that  they  may  be  able  to  judge  and  fairly  con- 
sider them  before  their  final  determination  here. 
What  I  can  see  in  the  present  debate  is  this: 
Europeans  versus  Europeans ;  they  are  simply 
fighting  for  their  own  benefit.  I  want  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  I  came 
here  simply  to  represent  Natiye  matters.  There- 
fore I  wul  say  that,  whoever  brings  forward  such 
measures  as  will  conduce  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Natives,  I  am  with  him. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
intend  to  be  found  among  the  ranks  of  the  apo- 
logists for  speech  in  this  House.  So  far  as  I 
understand  the  functions  of  this  House  there  is 
essentially  and  particularly  included  among  them 
the  function  of  speech,  if  we  are  true  to  our 
instincts,  and  do  not  lapse  into  a  condition  of 
things  in  which  all  questions  arc  to  be  decided  in 
the  lobbies  before  any  debate  has  taken  place 
upon  them.  We  must  seriously  consider  whether 
such  a  mode  of  governing  the  country  is  the  one 
best  adapted  to  promote  liberty  of  speech.  I 
hardly  think — in  spite  of  the  many  appearances 
which  indicate  that  a  sudden  change  has  come 
over  us  gradually  during  the  last  few  years — ^I 
hardly  yet  think  that,  in  reality,  if  honorable 
members  w^ould  be  true  to  their  own  instincts 
and  speak  freely  their  own  opinions,  they  would 
say  that  government  could  be  carried  out  in 
the  lobbies.  At  any  rate,  so  long  as  I  hold  a 
seat  in  this  House,  whatever  may  be  the  customs 
that  creep  into  our  proceedings,  I  shall  unhesitat- 
ingly, when  I  think  it  my  duty — when  duty  to 
my  cause  demands  some  utterance  from  me;  when 
the  interests  of  m^  constituents  demand  it — I 
shall.  Sir,  give  in  this  House  that  utterance,  trust- 
ing to  your  kindly  patience  and  the  patience  of  the 
House.  I  feel  that  we  have  graduully  arrived  at 
a  turning-point,  so  to  speak,  in  our  legislation, 
and  that  the  country  essentially  demands  of  every 
one  of  us  that  earnest  and  searching  inquiry 
into  not  only  the  condition  of  our  laws,  but  the 
condition  and  history  of  those  who  seek  to  ad- 
minister them.  I  cannot  look  at  the  question 
now  before  us  as  being  simply  whether,  for  some 
acts  of  alleged  maladministration,  the  honorable 
members  sitting  on  the  Ministerial  benches  are 
to  give  place  to  others.  Serious  as  some  of  those 
charges  are,  yet  not  one  of  them  has  such  an 
important  bearing  in  my  mind,  or  is  so  likely  to 
influence  my  decision,  as  the  characteristics  and 
the  history  of  the  administrators,  during  the 
next  few  years,  of  our  laws,  and  the  creators  of 
new  laws  essentially  needed  for  our  country  at 
the  present  time.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could 
Major  Te  Wheoro 


characterize  the  present  Ministry  particularly  as  a 
"  provincial  *'  Ministry — that  is  to  say,  I  can  hardly 
call  it  an  **  Auckland  *^  Ministry ;  but  yet  it  is  cer- 
tainly clear,  as  has  been  pointed  out  already  to- 
night by  an  honorable  member  who  preceded  me, 
that  the  Opposition  Ministry  now  to  be  consti- 
tuted, provided  the  GK>vemment  are  beaten,  must 
be  essentially  a  Canterbury  Ministry.     Now,  I 
would  object  altogether  to  a  Ministry  of  that 
kind.    If  there  was  one  spot  of  brightness  in  the 
arguments  used  by  those  who  for  years  have  en- 
deavoured to  bring  into  practical  operation  the 
abolition  of  the  provinces,  it  was  the  hope  tliat 
provincial  jealousies  misht  cease,  and  that  pro- 
vincial distinctions  might  pass  away — that  the 
Colonial  Parliament  and  the  Colonial  Ministry 
would  contain  in  its  ranks  the  ablest  men  to  be 
found  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other, 
whether-  they  were  from  Canterbury,  Auckland, 
or  Otago.    The  colonialization  of  the  Land  Fund, 
which  we  agreed  to  at  a  sacrifice,  was  another  cause 
of  hope  that  provincial  jealousies  would  cease  ;  yet 
they  have  not  altogether  ceased.    Still,  I  would  be 
true  to  the  principle  which  I  hinted  at,  of  sup- 
porting the  ablest  men  from  any  part  of  the  colony, 
in  the  hope  that  these  jealousies  would  wear 
themselves  out.     But  a  Canterbuiy  Ministry,  to 
my  mind,  has  an  objectionable  feature  about  it, 
for  this  reason  :  that  I  do  recognize,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  that  the  politicians  who  have  sprung 
from   Canterbury  during  the  many  years   this 
colony  has    enjoyed    representative    institutions 
have  sprung  from  a  class  which  has  brought  with 
it  from  a  country  with  which  we  are  all  proud  to 
be  connected  those  traits  of  aristocratic  govern- 
ment which  are  inherently  vicious  in  themselves 
and  entirely  adverse  to  all  progress  and  reform. 
Sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  follow  the  honorable 
member  who  preceded  me  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.    I  would,  however,  venture, 
with  the  slight  seniority  I  have  in  this  House  oyer 
him,  to  congratulate  him  and  this  House  upon 
his  accession  to  our  numbers.    Not  one  of  us  in 
this  House  at  the  present  time,  in  the  enjoyable 
circumstances  in  which  that  honorable  gentleman 
has  lately  foimd  himself,  would  have  expected 
fi*om  him  a  deeply- thought-out  political  speech. 
I  say  that,  not  with  the  idea  of  undervaluing  the 
ability  with  which  he  spoke,  but  more  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  the  happy  position  in  which 
he  is  placed,  hoping  that,  so  long  as  he  holdsa 
seat  in  this  House,  he  will  always  be  as  loyal 
to  the  country  as  he  has  proved  himself  loyal 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  who  for  so  many 
years    occupied    a    distinguished    position    in 
this  House.    Nothing    pleased   roe    more  than 
the  defence  —  wrongly-rounded  on  every  point, 
completely-answerable  on  every  point,  though  it 
was — which  he  endeavoured  to  put  forward  for 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  lately  sat  in  this 
House — the  honorable  member  for  Waikato.    I 
speak  of  his  defence  simply  in  reference  to  the 
cause  from  which  it  sprang.     I  hope  that,  as  he 
grows  in  Liberal  idf  as,  he  will  be  able  to  discern 
where  true  Liberalism  may  find  its  truest  place. 
We  have  had  *' language"  enough  in  the  past. 
One  honorable  meml^r  has  assured  the  House  that 
for  thirty-seven  years  he  has  advocated  Liberalism, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


Aidreu  in  Seply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Address  in  Beply. 


127 


The  honorable  member  for  Waikato  has  adTOcated 
liberalism  for  more  than  twentj  years.  Yet  this 
sdTocacj  has  hardly  erer  proceeded  beyond  lan- 
guage. It  has  remained  to  the  present  day  for  the 
OoTemment,  or  a  member  sitting  on  the  GoTem- 
ment  benches,  in  his  capacity  as  a  Minister,  to 
bring  forward  measures  which  he  invites  Parlia- 
ment to  pass,  and  which  are  founded  upon  the 
principles  he  enunciated.  It  is  true  that  many 
honorable  members  who  have  spoken  in  this  de- 
bate— and  others  who  may  speak,  and  who  will 
announce  themselres  as  in  the  Opposition  ranks — 
it  is  quite  true  that  they  may  have  been  bred  in 
Liberalism,  and  that  they  may  be  as  liberal  in 
thought,  in  wish,  and  desire  as  any  who  sit  on 
this  side  of  the  House ;  yet  their  yiews  must  be 
influenced  by  local  circumstances,  such,  for  in- 
stance, if  I  may  allude  to  it,  as  the  unfortunate 
outbreak  on  the  West  Coast — such  circumstances 
must  influence  members  in  their  rotes  with  the 
narty  with  which  they  associate  themseWes.  I 
do  not  expect  to  see,  in  the  struggle  in  which  we 
are  now  engaged — and  which  has  been  going  on 
for  many  years,  at  least  for  the  last  five  years 
—  I  do  not  expect  to  see  any  distinct  line  of 
division  of  parties  formed  in  this  House,  abso- 
lutely dividing  the  Liberals  from  those  who  think 
things  best  left  as  they  are.  But  still  it  is  coming 
ibout.  It  has  been  commenced  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Waneanni  (Mr.  Ballance),  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  lately  sat  for  Dunedin  (Mr. 
Stout),  the  Hon.  the  Premier,  and  others,  among 
whom  I  venture  to  class  myself  as  one.  This 
division  of  parties  has  been  commenced,  and  it 
is  going  on.  At  the  election  when  I  first  stood 
for  a  seat  in  this  House,  the  party  numbered  six- 
teen; when  I  entered  this  House  the  party 
numbered  thirty-three ;  and  at  the  present  moment 
the  party  may  safely  be  numbered  at  forty-two  or 
forty-three.  There  is  a  steady  increase  of  mem- 
bers bound  together  more  or  less  by  liberal  ideas ; 
and  it  is  a  satisfactory  thing  for  me  to  hear  mem- 
ber af^r  member  getting  up  on  the  Opposition 
side,  in  addition  to  our  numbers,  and  claiming  to 
advocate  liberal  ideas.  I  hope  that,  in  the  course 
of  another  year  or  so,  our  ranks  will  still  swell, 
so  that  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Dick),  the  honorable  member  for  Gh-ey  and 
Bell  (Cohniel  Trimble),  and  others  may  see  that 
on  this  side  of  the  House  is  not  placed  and  seated 
all  the  iniquity  in  New  Zealand — that  they  may 
reoognixe  that  we  have  been  for  years  engaged  in 
a  struggle  in  which  our  whole  hearts  and  sym- 
pathies have  been  bound  up,  and  which  we  are 
never  prepared  to  let  go,  whether  we  be  on  the 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House  or  not ;  and,  recog- 
nising our  consistency,  and  that  we  have  some 
measure  of  common  honesty  about  us,  I  hope  we 
shall  very  shortly  have  their  support.  I  have 
said  it  must  be  that  local  considerations  actuate 
those  honorable  members,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say. 
thai  the  most  glaring  example  I  am  going  to 
adduce  comes  from  my  own  old  province,  in  which 
I  have  lived  for  nearly  seventeen  years.  It  was 
patent  that  one  of  the  greatest  questbns  affecting 
Dunedin  at  l^e  elections,  as  preached  by  the  Press, 
as  preached  by  the  Opposition  candidates — ^I  think 
two  of  them  at  least — was  hardly  the  question  of 


liberal  reform  for  which  we  have  been  fighting  in 
this  House,  but  whether  Addington  should  have  the 
railway  workshop  or  not,  and  whether  a  highly - 
salaried  official  should  spend  his  salary  in  Christ- 
church  or  Dunedin.  I  cannot  believe  that  such 
questions  as  those  which  were  represented  by  the 
Otago  Daily  Times  and  its  editor  in  that  inter- 
view with  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  which 
we  were  informed  took  place — I  cannot  believe 
that  they  animated  the  public  to  the  extent  it  is 
said  they  did.  But  when  we  see  such  doctrines 
preached,  and  the  Government  opposed,  not  be- 
cause its  liberality  was  not  believed  in  in  the 
direction  of  reform,  but  because  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  was  betraying  their  interests  by 
not  spending  money  in  Otago — when  we  have 
such  doctrines  preached  on  the  hustings  and  in 
the  Press,  we  have  reason  to  regret  that  the  great 
City  of  Dunedin,  whose  foundations  were  laid  in 
liberty,  should  have  descended  at  the  present 
day  to  such  depths  of  degradation.  Still,  I  do 
not  wish  to  reflect — it  would  be  obviously  im- 
proper to  do  so — on  the  members  who  have  been 
chosen  by  that  city.  I  wished  to  give  an  illustra- 
tion of  what  I  meant  when  I  said  we  could  not 
expect  all  Liberals  suddenly  to  come  across  on 
the  one  side  of  the  House  or  the  other.  I  would 
rather  have  our  side  gauged  by  principles  and 
members  it  does  not  contain  than  solely  by  what 
it  does.  Looking  through  the  ranks  of  honorable 
members,  you  wul  not  find  one  of  those  go  into 
the  lobby  with  Ministers  whose  history  is  mixed 
up  with  our  struggles  against  the  Conservative 
interests.  Every  honorable  member  whose  inter- 
ests are  identified  with  Conservatism  will  vote 
against  the  Government  on  thb  occasion.  It  is 
quite  true,  as  has  been  stated  repeatedly  in  this 
debate,  that  we  cannot  fit  and  adapt  all  the  doc- 
trines of  Liberalism  to  our  circumstances  in  the 
language  and  formula  with  which  they  are 
adapted  at  Home ;  but  for  many  vears  to  come 
this  test  of  Liberalism — the  view  taken  by  honor- 
able members  on  the  question  of  land  and.  settle- 
ment of  the  people — must  be  a  cardinal  feature 
in  the  Liberal  programme.  When  I  see  in  the 
Opposition  around  me  the  honorable  member 
wno  has  been  for  years  past  the  leading  political 
tactician  for  the  pastoral  tenants  of  Canterbury, 
allied  with  the  honorable  member  for  Boslyn,  who 
has  been  the  champion  of  the  pastoral  tenants  of 
Otago,  I  view  vrith  alarm  an  Adminislration'placed 
on  those  benches  created  by  those  honorable  mem- 
bers. For  years  in  the  South  we  have  carried  on 
incessantly,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Parnell 
has  described  to  us,  a  war  against  the  pastoral 
tenants  of  the  Crown  and  their  supporters  in  the 
Legislature  of  the  colony.  Otago  has  been  true 
enough  to  itself,  but  it  was  impossible  to  get  the 
Leeiuature  to  carry  out  liberal  land  measures, 
and  the  leader  in  resisting  Otago's  rights  haa 
always  been  the  honorable  membsr  for  Boslyn. 
I  think  we  can  judge  of  the  Opposition,  who 
propose  now  to  submit  themselves  to  criticism  by 
offering  to  form  a  Ministry  for  this  country,  by 
analyzing  slightly  the  opinions  of  their  chosen 
leader.  I  do  not  view  with  regret  the  reaoces- 
sion  to  this  Chamber  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Selwyn.    Far  from  it.    Nor  would  I  view 
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with  anything  like  feelings  of  regret  the  accession 
of  members  to  this  House  who  honestly  beliere, 
as  he  doesi  that  the  franchise  is  as  low  as  it 
should  be.  Any  one  who  holds  to  n  doctrine  of 
paternal  govemment,  or  who  thiuks  that  the 
people  are  not  fit  to  judge  their  own  interests, 
and  holds  these  opinions  honestly  and  adheres  to 
them,  is  entitled  to  respect;  but  I  haTe  nerer 
been  able  to  giro  that  feeling  of  respect  to  the 
independent  candidate  of  the  present  daj.  I  do 
not  wish  to  misrepressnt  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. I  haye  been  careful  in  paying  attention 
to  his  political  career  as  it  has  been  recorded 
for  us,  and  I  think  the  honorable  member 
can  hardly  object  to  my  taking  his  opinions  on 
the  franchise  from  his  speech  which  he  made  as 
a  member  of  the  LegislatiTe  Council,  where  he 
had  no  constituency  to  pay  attention  to,  and 
where  it  was  his  duty  to  the  Crown  which  nomi- 
nated him  to  speak  the  exact  opinions  which  he 
held.  The  Hon.  John  Hall,  in  1878— October  8 
^-speaking  on  the  £leot(H*al  Bill,  said, — 

"  I  am  one  of  those  who  deny  that  there  is  any 
abstract  right  on  the  part  of  any  section  of  the 
body  politic  to  any  particular  share  of  political 
power.** 

Is  there  a  Liberal  sentiment  in  such,  an  utter- 
ance P    He  ffoes  on, — 

"  I  deny  that,  because  a  man  has  to  obey  the 
laws,  he  has  necessarily  a  right  to  a  yoice  in  the 
making  of  them.  That  is  a  popular  theory  ;  but 
I  haye  neyer  been  able  to  find  that  it  is  u>unded 
upon  any  substantisl  basis." 

Mr.  HALL.— Go  on. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB.— I  am  going  on— in  my 
own  time.  What  I  say  is,  that  that  is  the  doctrine 
of  what  is  called  the  "Adranced  Tory  School'* 
— the  doctrine  of  paternal  Goyernment.  It  is  the 
doctrine  which  says  this :  "  The  people  are  not 
entitled  to  any  slmre  of  the  franchise  which  I, 
John  Hall,  do  not  care  to  giye  them.  They  are 
not  able  to  judge.  They  must  obey  the  laws  I 
make,  but  haye  no  claim  to  any  abstract  right  by 
yirtue  of  their  manhood."    He  went  further : — 

"  I  do  not  belieye  that  government  by  a  few,  by 
a  small  class,  is  likely  to  bring  that  about.  I  do 
not  believe  that  a  franchise  which  shall  go  so  low 
in  the  social  scale  as  to  practically  place  the 
goremment  exclusirely  in  the  hands  of  one  class 
only,  the  working-class,  is  likely  to  bring  about 
the  best  kind  of  gOTernment.'* 

The  honorable  member  for  G-rey  and  Bell  told 
us  last  night — and  I  quite  agree  with  him — that 
ttiere  is  no  such  thing  as  a  working-class,  or, 
rather,  that  there  is  no  other  class.  I  quite 
agree  with  him,  but  I  cannot  congratulate  him  on 
the  opinions  of  his  chosen  leader.  The  honorable 
member  for  Selwyn  went  a  little  further  : — 

"If  I  thought  this  Bill  would  cause  any  great 
extension  of  the  franchise,  I  should  not  be  pre- 
pared to  support  it,  because  I  think  the  franchise 
18  practically  low  enough.** 

Mr.  HALL.— Go  on. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— Really  I  cannot  under- 

take  to  read  the  whole  speech.   I  am  quite  willing 

the  honorable  member  should  put  in  tbe  hands  of 

the  member  of  the  Opposition  who  is  to  wind  up 

Mr,  De  JxmUmr 


the  debate  any  extracts  from  his  speeches  he  may 
think  fair  and  reasonable. 

Mr.  HALL. — It  is  not  fair  not  to  read  further. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— The  thing  is  unlimited. 
I  really  cannot  undertake  to  read  any  more  than 
the  barest  extracts.  The  honorable  member  tdd 
us,  also,  when  he  made  his  speech  in  moving  the 
amendment,  that  the  Gt>yernment  Bill  now  pro- 
posed would  not  greatly  extend  the  franchise,  and 
therefore  he  would  support  it.  That  was  his 
reason  for  supporting  it.  Now,  there  is  a  slight 
inconsistency  here  which  I  cannot  ayoid  noticing. 
The  honorable  member  for  Cheviot  was  put  for- 
ward to  make  a  great  attack  on  the  Premier. 
The  whole  weight  of  his  attack  was,  that  the 
Premier,  by  hu  own  autocratic  act,  deprived 
fifty  thousand  or  sixty  thousand  people  of  the 
franchise ;  yet  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  says 
that  the  BUI  would  haye  extended  the  franchise 
hardly  at  all :  if  it  did — he  said  in  the  Legislatiye 
Council — he  would  not  support  it.  It  was  because 
it  would  not  extend  the  franchise,  in  his  opinion, 
that  he  allowed  it  to  pass.  The  member  of  the 
Opposition  in  the  Upper  House  with  whom  the 
honorable  member  for  Selwyn  was  acting  did  not 
mince  his  words  so  carefully  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Selwvn.  He  told  us  that  if  there 
was  any  appeal  from  "Philip  drunk  to  Philip 
sober  *'  he  would  resist  the  BUI,  and  he  brought 
his  hand  down  on  the  table  before  him  with  great 
force  as  he  uttered  this  sentiment.  That  is  the 
whole  doctrine  of  the  Opposition  :  that  the  people 
are  not  to  be  trusted — that  they  can  be  led  away 
by  any  one  who  is  eloquent.  For  the  same 
reason  they  attempted  to  pass  a  resolution  in  this 
House,  and  succeeded  in  hmiting  the  time  during 
which  the  elections  could  be  held,  mainly  to  pre- 
yent  the  Premier  from  visiting  the  different  parts 
of  the  colony  and  addressing  the  people.  The 
people  were  not  to  be  trusted.  "You  are  elo- 
quent ;  .they  wiU  beUeve  you  :  we  haye  found  you 
out ;  but  the  people  are  too  innocent ;  you  wiU 
deceive  and  take  them  in.*' 

Hon.  Membbbs. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  am  glad  the  OppoM- 
tion  cheer  that  sentiment,  because  it  is  the  doc- 
trine of  Torrism.  On  this  side  of  the  House,  we 
are  prepared  to  trust  the  people.  The  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  may  travel  the  country.  I 
yenture  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  Gt>vemment,  that 
they  wiU  place  the  **  Hinemoa  **  at  his  disposal. 
He  may  travel  from  Auckland  to  InvercargiU, 
and  let  nim  try  his  eloquence.  We  are  prepared 
to  trust  the  people  to  any  extent.  The  leader  of 
the  Opposition  has  given  us  another  plain  state- 
ment, a  little  further  back  in  liis  political  history, 
by  which  we  are  justified  in  judging  the  party 
who  have  chosen  him.  In  1869,  when  the  JBalh^ 
BUI  was  before  this  House — he  was  then  a  repre- 
sentative— he  said, — 

*'  If  the  BUI  should  pass  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, he  stUl  hoped  it  would  not  become 

law A  Bill  more  detriment4d  to  tha 

good  working  of  constitutional  government  he 

could  not  possibly  conceive There 

was  hardly  a  single  measure  which  he  should 
more  regret  seeing  placed  upon  the  Statute  Book." 
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That  was  the  honorable  gentleman's  opinion  of 
the  Ballot  Bill  introduced  jear  after  jear  by  Mr. 
Bayncdds,  and  e?entuallj  carried  into  law,  to  his 
peat  credit,  by  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealandi 
m  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  leader  now 
chosen  by  the  pretended  Liberals,  the  Constitu- 
tional party.  Before  I  pass  on  to  other  questions, 
I  cannot  help  referring  back  to  1868,  when  the 
honorable  member  ga?e  his  opinion  on  the  Katiye 
firanchise.  It  was  in  1867  that  the  Natire  dual 
Tote  was  created,  and  in  1868  the  Hon.  John  Hall 
Bftid,  discussing  the  Native  franchise,  "he  be- 
liered  the  balance  of  adrantage  rested  with  the 
present  arrangement."  Mr.  Fox,  it  may  be  inter- 
esting to  note,  recognized  fully  the  constitutional 
right  of  the  Maori  freeholders  to  their  own  fian- 
c£se  at  that  time,  and  said, — 

"  He  might  claim  to  hare  been  one  of  the  first 
in  this  countrr  to  advocate  the  representative 
rights  of  the  Katires.  From  the  earliest  period 
in  which  they  exercised  their  rights  under  the 
Constitution  Act,  he  had  encouraged  the  Natives 
to  plaoe  themselves  upon  the  electoral  roll." 

I  do  not  care  to  pursue  that  question  at  pre- 
sent ;  bat  I  may  allude  to  it  later,  if  time  has  not 
gone  on  too  far,  and  if  I  haye  not  wearied  your 
patience.  Sir.  I  haye  referred  to  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  as  the  leading  tactician  of  the 
land  nng  in  Canterbury.  That  subject  was 
brought  rather  startlingly  to  my  ear  the  other 
night  in  the  speech  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Cheviot.  He  astonbhed  me  by  saying 
that  only  five  thousand  acres — he  was  reported 
to  have  said  two  thousand  acres ;  but  I  will  give 
him. five  thousand  acres — had  been  gridironed  in 
Canterbury ;  and,  let  me  remark,  it  is  rather 
strange  that  the  two  men  on  that  side  of  the 
House  who  may  most  justly  claim  to  be  called 
Liberals,  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Dick)  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Cheviot  (Mr.  SiEiunders),  both  felt  called  upon, 
from  the  strange  oompany  in  which  they  have 
found  themselves,  to  try  and  whitewash  this 
gridironing  system.  The  honorable  member  for 
Cheviot  made  an  apology  by  saying  it  bad  not 
reached  to  any  great  extent,  while  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  compared  it  with  the 
action  of  the  Provincial  Government  under  Sir 
John  Bichardson.  Of  course  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  cannot  understand  this 
gridironing  system,  because  its  evil  effects  were 
not  the  result  of  the  action  of  the  Goyernment. 
It  was  the  action  of  individual  mnholders,  who 
nlaoed  the  gridiron  on  the  runs  taken  up  under 
laws  created  by  themselves — the  men  who  used 
the  gridiron.  It  was  as  if  the  blacksmith  who 
made  the  gridiron  put  it  on  his  own  back  for  his 
own  benefit.  There  are  no  maps  in  the  Land 
Office  in  Wellington  giving  any  detailed  informa- 
tion respecting  the  land  districts  in  Canterbury, 
and  I  nnd,  on  inquiry,  that,  owing  to  the  great 
delays  that  haye  taken  place  in  the  surveys  in 
that  province — due  entirely  to  the  gridironing 
system  and  the  oonsequent  inaccuracies  of  the 
surveys — no  reliable  maps  are  to  be  had  here. 
Still,  we  hare  the  Boad  Board  maps,  such  as  they 
are,  and  they  are  incomplete  and  imperfect ;  yet 
fiom  them  I  found,  in  a  few  minutes,  that,  in  one 
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road  district,  or  portion  of  a  road  district— that 
lying  between  the  Levels  and  the  Otaio  Biver — 
more  than  fire  thousand  acres  are  systematically 
gridironed  in  one  batch.  The  next  map  I  turned 
over  was  that  of  the  South  Bakaia,  and  there 
there  were  one  thousand  two  hundred  acres 
gridironed  in  one  batch;  and  so  on,  in  many 
other  districts,  lesser  or  greater  areas  that  are 
^diroued  are  to  be  found.  Now,  the  gridiron- 
mg  system  has  been  often  explained  in  this 
House.  Of  course  the  mathematical  plan  was 
seldom  put  into  operation,  oxoept  in  inch  districts 
as  the  Waimate  District.  What  was  done  was 
to  apply  the  gridiron  to  the  mouthpieces  of  the 
country  —  isolated  patches  —  and  so,  by  securing 
the  frontage  or  water-rights,  to  lock  up  the  whole 
country  for  many  years  to  come.  On  looking  oyer 
these  Koad  Board  district  maps  I  found  that  even 
the  gridironing  system  has  not  been  the  greatest 
engine  that  has  been  employed  by  those  who  made 
laws  for  their  own  benefit.  The  pre-emptiye- 
right  system,  according  to  the  maps,  has  been 
used  in  a  far  more  iniquitous  manner.  That  sys- 
tem operates  in  this  way  :  A  fence,  of  any  ma- 
terial,-it  matters  not  what,  is  run  in  a  certain 
direction — the  direction  in  which  the  land  to  be 
injured  can  be  best  injured.  In  some  cases — ^in 
many  cases— these  lines  extend  for  eight,  ten,  or 
twelve  miles.  A  width  of  £fteen  chains — often 
extending  only  seven  and  a  half  chains,  or  eyen 
less,  on  each  side  of  this  fence — is  marked  off, 
so  that  a  strip  has  been,  in  one  case  brought 
under  my  notice,  made  to  run  four  and  a  half 
miles  across  the  country,  and  yet  only  containing 
^it  hundred  acres  to  be  paid  for.  In  many 
cases  these  strips  run  eight  or  ten  miles. 
In  the  Waimate  District,  near  the  Waitaki, 
there  are  three  parallel  lines,  at  intervals  of 
a  few  miles,  cleavmg  the  country  right  through. 
The  whole  extent  of  this  country  is  pre-empted 
by  merely  a  few  hundred  acres,  so  that  thirty 
miles  of  country  are  destroyed  for  the  purposes 
of  the  free  selector.  In  Selwyn  this  has  been 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent,  and  the  Chair- 
man of  Selwyn  County  can  tell  the  House  more 
about  it  if  he  chooses  to  do  so.  It  is  nonsense 
for  any  one  to  apologize  for  these  laws,  and  it  is 
ridiculous  to  tell  us  that  only  five  thousand  or 
ten  thousand  acres  have  been  destroyed  by  the 
agency  of  these  laws.  Many  years  ago  I  happened 
to  have  an  ample  opportunity  of  seeing  what  was 
going  on  in  Canterbury.  It  was  a  sin  to  go 
on  a  run  to  take  up  land.  If  it  were  known 
that  a  party  was  about  to  leave  Christchurch 
to  take  up  land  at  the  Waimate,  agents  would 
be  sent  on  in  advance  to  apprise  the  land- 
holders, and  the  eyes  of  the  district  would 
be  picked  out  and  selected  before  these  per- 
sons could  arrive.  There  was  no  hope  for  any 
bond  fide  selector  at  first-hand  from  the  Crown. 
The  only  persons  who  could  exercise  these  land 
laws  against  the  runholders  have  been  specu- 
lators who  had  influence  and  weight  enough  to 
fight  the  pastoral  tenants  of  the  Crown,  and 
were  able  to  give  proper  advice  to  those  who  paid 
for  information  as  to  how  they  should  invest  their 
money.  The  bond  fide  selector  in  Canterbury 
has  never  had  a  show.    I  have  seen  men  striving 
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to  piclc  out  and  secure  sections,  and,  on  refeTrin| 
to  the  mape  of  the  ooontiy  near  the  Waitaki  and 
the  Bangitata,  it  was  found  that  there  was  no 
water-frontage,  and  that,  although  there  was 
plenty  of  land,  it  was  closed  to  the  selector.  I 
hare  seen  men,  in  their  anxiety  to  secure  shingle 
land,  borrow  more  than  it  was  possible  they  erer 
could  repay,  so  that  they  were  led  to  ruin  simply 
by  the  practices  which  hare  been  constantly  car- 
ried out  by  those  in  Canterbury  who  made  the 
laws  for  their  own  benefit.  Before  learing  this 
land  question  let  me  allude  to  Otago.  Nothing 
is  more  important  to  Otago  at  the  present  time 
than  to  prevent  by  all  means  the  accession  to  the 
Ministerial  benches  of  a  Canterbury  Ministry, 
supported  by  the  honorable  member  for  Roslyn. 
In  1882  the  pastoral  tenancies,  to  a  great  extent, 
throughout  Otago  expire.  The  question  even 
BOW  has  to  be  dealt  with,  how  these  tenants  are 
to  be  treated — what  consideration  they  are  to  re- 
ceire ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this*  affects  the 
honorable  member  for  Boslyn  in  the  support  he 
is  giving  to  the  Opposition  more  than  the  shock 
his  delicate  nature  reoeiired  because  the  Premier 
chose  to  address  a  meeting  at  Wellington.  Yet 
the  honorable  member  for  Boslyn  tells  his  con- 
stituents and  the  people  of  Otago  that  that  was 
the  wrong-doing  whicli  shook  his  political  faith 
in  the  Qoremment.  His  political  purity  was 
shocked  at  an  attempt  to  coerce  the  freedom  and 
independence  of  Parliament ;  and  that  statement 
has  been  repeated,  though  honorable  gentle- 
men must  know  that  the  political  situation  was 
nerer  once  alluded  to  at  that  meeting.  It  was 
simply  a  meeting  for  advocating  the  formation  of 
a  Liberal  Association,  and  there  was  no  intention 
of  alluding  to  the  political  situation.  In  the 
attacks  tliat  have  been  made  repeatedly  upon  the 
GoTcmment,  what  has  struck  me  curiously  has 
been  this :  that  erery  speaker  has  begun  by  assert- 
ing acts  of  alleged  maladministration  as  the 
reason  of  his  condemnation;  yet  we  are  told 
in  the  amendment  that  we  are  asked  to  rote 
that  it  is  the  constitution  of  the  Gbvemment 
that  is  objected  to.  Because  there  has  been 
an  incmstation  of  salt  upon  the  tubes  of  the 
"Hinemoa,"  therefore    the   Goremment  as  at 

§  resent  constituted  has  not  the  confidence  of  the 
[ouse.  That  veally  is  the  logical  position  in 
which  honorable  members  are  put;  and  here 
allow  me  to  point  out  that  the  amendment  is  so 
worded  as  in  no  degree  to  pledge  the  Opposi- 
tion to  pass  the  literal  meosures  which  hare 
been  brought  forward  by  the  GoTemment.  The 
amendment  must  haye  been  framed  by  one  accus- 
tomed to  "run  cunning."  While  they  are 
"  prepared  to  giro  effect  to  the  liberal  measures 
desired  by  the  country,"  when  they  hare  been 
seated  on  the  Government  benches  for  a  little 
time,  and  supporters  begin  to  blame  them  for  not 
going  on  with  a  measure,  they  could  very  well 
turn  round  and  say,  "  We  said  we  were  in  favour 
of  such  measures  as  are  desired  by  the  country ; 
but  in  our  opinion  the  measures  you  speak  of  are 
not  desired  by  the  country."  There  is  no  pledge 
whatever  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition  to  sup- 
port the  specific  measures  brought  forward  for 
the  first  time  by  the  present  Government — man- 
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hood  suffrage  on  a  residential  basis,  triennial 
Parliaments,  and  a  redistribution  of  seats  on  the 
basis  of  population ;  so  that  we  are  justified  in 
looking  at  past  political  history  in  judging  the 
likelihood  of  their  turning  round  on  the  teachings 
of  their  lives,  and  honestly  supporting  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Ministry  of  the  present  day.  I  know 
as  a  matter  of  history  that  mbrm  measures  have 
been  sometimes  earned  in  England  by  the  Con- 
servative party,  when  driven  to  it ;  but  there 
has  at  all  times  been  sometliing  kept  back. 
Measures  supposed  to  be  in  accordance  with 
Liberal  views,  when  so  passed  by  the  Conserva- 
tives have  always  been  found  to  contain  some- 
thing to  prevent  full  operation  being  given  to  the 
principles  they  were  supposed  to  contain.  There 
is,  for  instance,  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act, 
and  there  are  several  Acts  in  relation  to  Ire- 
land, which  abundantly  prove  what  I  say.  The 
honorable  gentleman  who  leads  the  Opposition  is 
a  staunch  denominationalist  in  education,  so  that 
those  who  support  him  know  what  to  expect  from 
him  in  that  respect.  The  honorable  gentleman 
was  one  of  those  who  thought  it  their  duty,  and 
boldly  acted  up  to  it,  to  record  in  the  Journals 
of  the  Legislative  Council  their  protest  against 
the  passage  of  our  national  Education  Bill.  The 
protest  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  was  sent 
Home  to  England,  with  a  view  to  get  the  Act  dis- 
allowed. The  reply,  of  course,  came  back  in  the 
usual  way,  that  the  Imperial  Government  did  not 
feel  justified  in  regarding  the  protest  of  the 
honorable  gentleman. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbkb.— What  a  funny  thing ! 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— Yes,avery  ftinny  thing 
that  when  the  people  of  the  colony  now  find  for 
the  first  time  that,  owing  to  the  action  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Eaiapoi,  they  are  enjoying 
the  blessings  of  national  education,  a  party  in  this 
House  are  to  endanger  it  by  their  adherence  to 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  Sir,  when  attacks  are 
made  upon  the  Premier — I  think  most  unfairly — 
it  is  forgotten  that  that  honorable  gentleman  has 
had  to  exercise  his  judgment,  and  to  perform  pub- 
lic acts  in  different  capacities.  The  Premier  was 
Qt)vemor  of  a  Crown  colony,  and  had  to  act 
under  specific  instructions.  He  was  Governor  of 
a  country  with  representative  institutions,  and 
had  to  be  bound  by  the  advice  of  his  Responsible 
Advisers.  And  now  we  have  him  amongst  us  as  a 
free  citij^n  of  New  Zealand,  able  and  willing  to 
speak  in  accordance  with  his  own  opinions.  But 
the  Opposition,  without  any  regard  to  these  dis- 
tinctions, take  up  act  by  act  and  word  by  word 
of  the  Premier  in  his  past  career,  and  say  that, 
because  in  1853  or  1852  he  acted  and  carried  on 
certain  things  under  instructions  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  at  Home,  therefore  his  instincts 
cannot  be  Liberal.  This  has  occurred  in  more 
instances  than  one.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bruce  scarcely  ever  speaks  without  attacking  the 
Sir  G^orffe  Grey  Regulations.  The  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot  has  always  got  them  in  his 
speeches,  and  says,  **  How  can'  you  be  a  Liberal 
when  you  were  a  party  to  those  Regulations  ?** 
Again,  the  charge  is  made,  **  You  kept  back  our 
Constitution.  You  were  an  enemy  to  free  in- 
stitutions.    You  never  even  framed    the    Act 
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that  you  saj  jou  framed."  Eren  that  hat  been 
said.  I  saj  there  is  something  extremelj  dis- 
honest in  this,  if  those  who  make  such  state- 
ments are  aware  of  the  facts.  As  far  as  I  can 
learn  from  the  records,  the  truth  is,  that  the  seed, 
00  to  speak,  of  this  yiolent  Canterbuiy  opposition 
to  the  Premier  just  now  was  sown  many  years 
ago.  That  opposition  arose  nearly  twenty-seyen 
years  ago,  and  arose  on  one  of  those  questions 
which  history  teaches  us  have  always  led  to 
vmdying  animosity.  It  arose  about  religion,  or, 
rather,  what  it  was  intended  to  build  up  religion 
upon.  I  find  that  in  1852  the  Goreruor  made  a 
▼eiy  strong  speech  in  the  Legislative  Council  on 
this  subject.  It  was  proposed  by  the  Canterbury 
Association  to  send  Home  to  obtain  power  to  hare 
a  large  area  of  country  placed  at  their  disposal, 
under  their  regulations.  This  land,  according  to 
Uieir  regulations,  they  were  to  sell  at  £3  an  acre, 
to  any  one  who  would  buy  it.  Of  this  £3, 
£1  was  to  be  put  aside  a£  an  endowment  for 
the  Church  of  England.  The  Governor,  in  the 
Legislatire  Council,  denounced  this  in  these 
words: — 

"  Now,  as  he  understood  from  rumoiu*,  it  was 
intended  to  ask  that  a  further  block  of,  perhaps, 
three  or  four  millions  of  acres  should  be  placed 
under  the  same  regiUations;  so  that  the  case 
would  then  be  that,  before  the  whole  of  this 
block  could  be  used,  £7,000,000  must  be  paid 
ibr  the  purposes  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  BO  part  of  it  could  be  used  until  the  propor- 
tionate amount  due  on  that  portion  had  been  paid. 
This  appeared  to  ioToWe  questions  worthy  the 
consideration  of  all  classes  in  New  Zealand,  as 
the  power  of  the  humbler  classes  to  acquire  pro- 
pert^M  for  their  families  was  inrolTcd  in  it,  the 
amount  of  the  produce  of  the  countrr  was  in- 
Tolved  in  it,  and  the  extent  and  ralue  of  its  com- 
merce greatly  depended  upon  it It 

did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  in  accordance  with 
the  principle  that  those  who  preach  the  Gospel 
should  live  by  the  Gh>spel,  because  it  wrung  con- 
tributions to  a  Church  from  those  who  wsre  not 
friendly  to  that  Church,  but  whose  absolute  neces- 
sities compelled  them  to  buy  land  necessary  for 
their  operations.  .  .  .  He  would  far  rather 
hare  seen  the  virtuous  and  industrious,  who  could 
find  no  place  at  Home,  encouraged  to  occupy  such 
a  country  upon  terms  which  would  hare  enabled 
tbem  easily  to  acquire  homes  for  themseWes  and 
their  famiUes,  and  readily  to  derelop  the  resources 
of  the  country ;  and  to  haye  seen  a  busy,  active 
dergy,  by  acts  of  kindness  and  Christian  virtue, 
gaining  mm  the  members  of  their  own  Church  in 
that  fertile  district  a  love  and  gratitude  which 
voold  readily  hAve  yielded  ample  endowments  for 
tU  their  wanta." 

The  honorable  gentleman  in  that  speech  used 
many  words  and  phrases  which  have  become 
fiuniliar  to  us  in  his  latter  speeches  here.  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  now  by  reading  further, 
but  any  honorable  gentleman  who  wishes  to  see 
the  speech  for  himself  can  do  so  in  the  volume  of 
the  New  Zealand  Spectator  for  1851.  He  pointed 
out  that  it  waa  not  in  the  interest  of  the  Church 
that  it  should  be  so  built  up ;  and,  beyond  that,  he 
Mid,  in  words  wl^ch  I  cannot  quote,  that  it  was 


a  wrong  and  illegal  thing  that  one  denomination 
should  raise  £1  an  acre  from  every  settler,  no 
matter  whether  he  differed  from  the  tenets  of 
that  denomination  or  not,  before  he  could  settle 
down  in  the  country  and  form  a  home.  For  this, 
the  honorable  genUeman  was  foUowed  with  un- 
dying hate  by  the  founders  of  the  Canterbury 
Association,  who  found  a  £Ood  exponent  of  their 
views  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  person  of 
Lord  Lyttelton.    He  said, — 

''The  principle  was  as  simple  as  possible:  it 
was  to  plant  a  colony  whose  genend  character 
should  be  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  £1 
out  of  the  £3  per  acre  that  was  to  be  paid  for 
land  should  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  the  colony.  .  .  .  It  was 
against  that  principle,  and  that  principle  alone, 
that  the  Governor  contended  ;  because  he  said  it 
would  not  be  acting  fairly  towards  other  denomi- 
nations to  have  the  land  dealt  with  in  that  way." 

That  was  an  instance  of  the  Gt)vemor  of  a 
Crown  colony  taking  a  noble  stand  in  accordance 
with  Liberalism,  when  he  might  at  any  moment 
be  removed  by  the  Conservative  Ministry  in 
power.  This  led  to  attack  after  attack  being 
made  upon  him  by  Lord  Lyttelton  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  by  Mr.  Adderley  and  others  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  In  1853  the  Sir  George  Grey 
Kegulations  came  into  existence,  and  Mr.  Adder- 
ley  and  Sir  John  Pakington,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  attacked  the  Governor  furiously  on 
account  of  those  Regulations  being  issued  just 
before  the  Constitution  Act  came  into  force,  which 
gave  the  Assembly  itself  power  to  pass  Begu* 
hitions. 

Mr.  HALL. — And  quite  right  too. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB.— "  Quite  right !"  I  am 
glad  the  honorable  gentleman  takes  up  the  same 
position  as  Mr.  Adderley  and  Sir  John  JPakington, 
because  that  position  was  shown  to  be  quite  un- 
tenable, and  it  supports  what  I  said  at  the  outset — 
that  that  was  the  seed  from  which  sprang  all  this 
opposition.  I  have  got  the  books  here,  and  if  any 
honorable  gentleman  wishes  to  see  the  exact  quo- 
tations he  can  do  so ;  but  I  think  it  will  be  better 
that  I  should  give  them  in  my  own  words,  leaving 
out  what  is  not  immediately  pertinent  to  the  ques- 
tion, but  making  no  unfair  omissions.  A  depu- 
tation of  gentlemen  sent  by  the  Canterbury  As- 
sociation waited  on  Sir  John  Pakington  in  regard 
to  the  action  of  the  GoTcmor  in  the  issue  of 
these  Regulations.  Sir  John  Pakington  chimed 
in  with  these  gentlemen,  and  told  them  they  had 
his  authority  to  go  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  give  him  as  an  authority  for  saying  that 
the  Governor  had  acted  without  authority.  The 
gentlemen  went,  but  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  ex- 
pressed his  astonishment  in  these  words : — 

"  I  expressed  astonishment  at  these  statements, 
because  there  was  an  express  clause  in  the  Consti- 
tution Act,  empowering  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  give  certain  instructions  to  the  Governor, 
and  because  I  had  seen  in  my  own  office  a  de- 
spatch from  Sir  John  Pakington  giving  to  Sir 
George  Grey  the  instructions  which  the  Consti- 
tution Act  enabled  him  to  give  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  this  very  power  in  reference  to 
waste  lands." 
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Then,  lower  down  in  his  speech  he  says — and 
this  was  said  in  the  House  of  Lords  a  week  or 
two  after  Sir  John  Pakington  had  expressed  his 
ignorance  of  these  instructions — 

*'  This  at  all  events  I  can  positively  say :  that 
it  was  intended  by  the  Government  to  gire  those 
powers,  and  that  instructions  in  aceorcUtnce  with 
those  powers  were  issued  by  Sir  John  Pakington." 

Then  they  went  into  the  legality  of  the  trans- 
action ;  ana  the  Crown  Law  Officers  held  that  the 
Constitution  Act  gave  Sir  John  Pakington  power 
to  issue  instructions.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle 
said  he  preferred  the  authority  of  the  Crown 
Law  Officers — who  were,  of  course,  the  Attoniey- 
Gkneral  and  Solicitor- General  of  the  day — to  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Adderley.  But  I  have  to  quote  a 
little  further  with  regard  to  these  Regulations. 
The  instructions  given  by  Sir  John  Pakington 
were  held  to  be  mil  and  complete.  I  had  an 
extract,  which  I  thought  I  had  brought  with  me, 
as  to  the  result  of  these  Kegulations,  but  I 
find  I  have  not.  However,  I  think  I  remember 
the  substance  of  it.  The  Governor,  under  the 
instructions  of  Sir  John  Pakington,  prepared  the 
Begulations  and  issued  them.  The  desire  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  was  mainly  this  :  The  great 
grievance  which  then  existed  in  the  colony  was 
that,  under  the  New  Zealand  Company  and  the 
Canterbury  Association,  land  could  not  be  pro- 
cured at  a  price  which  could  bo  reasonably  paid 
for  it  by  those  who  wished  to  use  it  simply  for  its 
primary  purpose — its  agricultural  produce.  The 
object,  of  course,  of  these  high  prices  was  what 
was  cSalled,  I  believe,  the  Wakefield  theory  — 
the  idea  that  those  who  came  out  to  found  an 
aristocratic  settlement  should  never  want  labour. 
That  was  the  idea  of  high  prices.  But  the 
colony,  as  a  rule,  contained  people  who.  wanted 
land  themselves  —  who  held  tne  foolish  idea 
that  some  of  us  on  this  side  of  the  House  enter- 
tain, that  the  land  is  the  right  of  men— that  we 
all  have  a  right  in  the  land — that  it  is  not  to  be 
monopolized  by  a  cbss  merely  because  it  is  pas- 
toral. We  hold  that  there  ought  to  be,  as  I 
understand,  free-trade  in  land :  and  all  such  ideas 
were  utterly  repulsive  to  the  aristocratic  inclina- 
tions of  the  Canterbury  Association.  Well,  Sir, 
the  Begulations  were  called  into  being.  Now, 
what  do  we  find  was  the  result  of  that  ?  Two 
gentlemen  —  Mr.  Gibbon  Wakefield  and  Mr. 
Sewell — objected.  Every  district  in  the  colony, 
including  Banks  Peninsula,  sent  to  the  Governor 
expressions  of  congratulation  upon  the  fact  that 
land  was  for  once  within  the  reach  of  the  oolo- 
niste.  Every  district  in  the  colony  from  end  to 
end  joined  in  that  general  approv^.  There  was 
no  counter-petition  or  memorial  except  that  sent 
by  the  two  sentlemen  I  have  named.  I  had  an 
enumerated  list  of  the  districts  which  sent  those 
memorials  and  messages  of  congratulation,  but 
I  have  mislaid  it.  However,  it  can  be  found, 
together  with  all  the  particulars  I  have  referred 
to,  by  any  honorable  member  or  by  the  Press,  in 
the  tenth  volume  of  the  House  of  Commons 
Papers  on  New  Zealand.  We  find  that  the 
Governor,  in  sending  the  Begulations  Home, 
stated  to  Sir  John  Pakington, — 

"In  accordance  with  the  powers  conferred 
Jtfr.  De  Lautour 


,upon  me  by  the  Act  to  grant  a  representative 
Constitution  to  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  and 
in  conformity  with  the  views  and  wishes  ex- 
pressed in  your  despatehes,  especially  thoee  noted 
in  the  margin,  I  have  issued  the  enclosed  Pro- 
clamation, proclaiming  regulations  for  the  future 
disposal  of  waste  lands,  and  for  the  settlement 
of  the  various  embarrassing  questions  still  out- 
standing in  this  country." 

They  were  absolutely  based  upon  the  instruc- 
tions sent  from  the  Colonial  Office,  which  the 
Governor  had  to  obey.  But,  if  there  was 
any  check  at  all  upon  the  (Governor  in  that 
action,  his  instructions  were  to  this  effect  : 
that  he  was,  when  the  colony  was  on  the  eve  of 
representative  institutions,  to  consult  the  wishes 
of  the  people ;  and  as  soon  as  representative  in- 
stitutions were  established  he  was  not  to  interfere 
with  the  wishes  of  the  people.  And  from  that 
sprang  another  accusation,  which  has  been  hurled 
at  the  Premier  from  time  to  time,  quite  an  un- 
founded one — the  accusation  that  the  lands  in 
the  Wairarapa  were  monopolized  by  the  pastoral 
tenants  under  instructions  or  regulations  from  the 
Premier  as  Governor.  The  facts  are  all  written 
in  this  old  history,  which  any  one  who  chooses 
can  read  for  himself  in  the  Library.  The  facta 
were,  that  the  Governor  recommended  that  only 
eighty  acres,  pre-emptive,  should  be  given  to  the 
pastoral  tenants.  At  the  same  time  his  instruc- 
tions, which  are  printed  and  on  record,  bound 
him  absolutely  to  obey  the  wishes  of  the  provin- 
cial institutions  which  had  then  been  created ;  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Wellington  chose  to  send 
up  a  message,  properly  authorized,  to  the  Go- 
vernor, in  which  he  stated  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  provincial  authorities  of  Wellington,  the  pre- 
emptive area  should  be  640  acres.  It  wae  not 
the  Governor  at  all  who  gave  these  large  areas  in 
the  Wairarapa.  All  his  recommendations  in  bia 
original  despatch  were  disregarded  and  set  aside 
in  the  interests  of  the  pastoral  tenante,  who  then 
had  the  monopoly  of  government  in  WelUngton. 
I  have  already  quoted  the  words  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  as  to  the  instructions.  He  is  just 
as  emphatic  in  the  matter  of  the  charge  which 
is  brought  forward,  that  the  Premier  as  Governor 
had  retarded  the  bringing  into  operation  of  the 
Constitution  Act.  It  is  all  printed  in  Hansard, 
But  I  wish  to  give  one  other  quotation  from  the 
Under  Secretory  for  the  Colonies,  in  reference  to 
the  accusation  that  the  colony  is  not  indebted  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  for  its  free  institutions. 
Mr.  P.  Peel  said,— 

*'  He  must  say  he  had  been  astonished.  Was 
the  honorable  gentleman  not  aware  that  the  Bill 
which  was  passed  through  Parliament  to  give 
them  free  institutions  wa9  framed,  except  in  one 
particular,  by  Governor  Grey  himself,  and  that 
it  was  to  him  that  the  colonists  were  indebted  for 
the  Constitution  which  Parliament  had  granted 
themP" 

The  one  exseption  was  this  :  The  Premier,  who 
was  then  Governor,  wished  that  the  Legislative 
Council  should  contain  tlie  elective  element,  and 
the  Conservative  party  objected.  The  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot  talks  of  Liberalism,  and  the 
views  of  Liberalism  which  he  has  held  for  thirty- 
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seTen  years.  I  have  shown  acts  of  the  Premier — 
acted  twenty-seren  years  ago— in  which  the  tme 
instincts  of  Liberalism,  which  he  then  professed 
and  which  he  now  professes,  were  attempted  to 
be  brought  into  the  actual  erery-day  operations 
of  his  career  as  a  €k)vemor  of  the  colony.  Sir, 
we  haTe  heard  over  and  orer  again  in  this  debate 
of  the  autocracy  of  the  Premier.  In  fact,  the 
only  charge  that  has  been  made,  that  I  have 
heurd,  in  relation  to  the  constitution  of  the 
€k>remment,  has  been  IcTelled  at  the  Premier 
himself.  He  is  the  blot.  The  others  are  very 
slow,  but  they  are  respectable.  The  Premier  is 
the  blot — ho  is  autocratic.  When  you  ask  for 
specific  charges,  tou  are  told,  **  Oh !  his  whole 
education  has  led  him  so  that  he  cannot  now 
get  out  of  it."  The  rery  words  of  Mr.  Adderley 
appear  to  hare  been  treasured  up  by  these  gentle- 
men, and  are  now,  twenty-seven  years  after  their 
utterance,  adopted  as  their  own.  What  specific 
act  of  autocracy  has  been  charged  against  the 
Premier  ?  We  hare  heard  of  the  Luckie  appoint- 
ment ;  yet  the  country  is  aware  that  the  Premier 
stood  alone,  and  that  the  Cabinet  was  on  the  eve 
of  disruption  because  the  Premier  would  not 
give  way  to  the  autocratic  will  of  one  of  his  col- 
kagues.  We  know  it  was  not  his  act ;  we  know 
the  act  was  unjustifiable  per  se;  we  know  that  no 
Ministry  hare  a  right  to  take  any  man,  wliether 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Civil  Service  or  not,  and 
put  him  into  a  higher-salaried  office,  when  that 
salary  has  not  been  appropriated  by  Parliament ; 
we  know  all  that:  yet  was  the  Premier  wrong 
in  resisting  that?  Will  honorable  members 
say  that  he  ought  to  have  carried  bis  idea  of 
the  wrong  to  the  extent  of  breaking  up  his 
party,  and  giving  up  those  hopes  which  his 
lollowerB  cherish^  of  seeing  a  Liberal  party 
gradually  formed,  knowing  that  his  party  recog- 
nized the  honorable  member  for  Bangitikei  as  one 
of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  the  Liberal  party  ? 
I  say.  No,  Sir.  What  other  antocratic  act  have 
we  had  recorded  of  him?  I  venture  to  say — 
what  I  have  said  elsewhere  —  that  it  has  been 
in  consequence  of  the  Premier's  dread  of  these 
repeated  attacks  —  of  these  repeated  charges  of 
autocracy  —  that  the  Government  has  not  been 
so  united  and  firm  as  we  might  have  expected 
it  to  have  been.  If  the  Premier  had  taken  his 
position  more  firmly  as  Premier,  and  had 
put  before  his  colleagues  the  policy  which  lie 
had  enunciated  when  in  opposition,  instead  of 
bringing  down  what  I  confess  I  thought  was 
rather  a  milk-and-watery  policy  the  first  year 
after  he  came  into  office,  these  causes  of  disunion 
would  not  have  arisen.  Men  would  not  have 
grown  independent  in  their  own  departments,  ad- 
ministering departments  more  at  their  own  will' 
than  as  the  united  act  of  a  united  Cabinet.  There 
is  much  to  be  said  to  lead  us  to  believe  that  it 
has  been  the  Premier's  want  of  autocracy  in  his 
own  Cabinet  more  than  anything  else  which  has 
exposed  the  Government  to  the  charges  that  are 
now  being  brought  against  it.  The  actual  act  of 
autocracy  which  has  been  charged  aeainst  the 
Premier  I  need  have  no  delicaoy,  I  thiuK,  in  more 
doeely  alladinff  to.  I  mean  the  unfortunate  re- 
signation of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer.    The 


Opposition  have  chosen  to  take  up  statements 
which  have  appeared  in  the  Press — which  they 
have  no  warrant  for ;  and  upon  those  statements 
and  charges  have  based  their  whole  description  ot 
the  "  scene,"  as  they  choose  to  call  it,  which  has 
disgraced  the  colony,  as  they  say— of  a  Premier 
squabbling  with  his  Treasurer.  Now,  tliere  were 
only  three  parties  to  that  episode — the  Premier, 
the  Native  Minister,  and  the  Treasurer  himself. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — The  messenger. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  quite  recognize  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Egmont,  who  once  held 
the  position  of  Premier  in  this  colony,  has  not 
scrupled  to  tamper  even  with  messengers  to  get  any 
scandal  or  slander  he  could  rake  up  against  his 
political  opponents.  Sir,  I  doubt  the  existence  of 
that  messenger,  and  I  believe  that  that  messenger 
would  have  been  as  honorable  as  the  honorable 
member  himself,  and  would  not  have  run  away 
to  any  newspaper  office  to  detail  a  Ministerial 
scandal.  The  fact  remains  that  there  are  no 
evidences  of  the  cause  which  led  to  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  Treasurer,  beyond  that  there  was  a 
disagreement,  as  there  always  must  be,  more  or 
less.  Although  many  of  us  have  been  inclined 
to  blame  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  for  hastily, 
as  we  think,  endangering  the  party  which  had 
loyally  supported  him,  which  looked  to  him  with 
hope,  and  which  is  still  prepared  to  support  him, 
yet  I  say  that  acts  done  honestly — even  if  they  are 
rash — will  not  prevent  us  from  supporting  that 
honorable  member,  from  supporting  the  Premier, 
from  supporting  any  one,  be  he  young  or  old, 
who  will  honestly  advocate  liberal  views.  It  is 
expected,  I  believe,  by  many  honorable  members 
who  have  thrown  in  their  weight  with  the  Oppo- 
sition, that  the  result  of  this  division,  if  carried 
against  the  Government,  will  be  a  coalition,  under 
which  the  character  of  the  Ministry  will  be  pre- 
served, and  the  Premier,  and  perhaps  one  or 
two  of  his  colleagues,  will  be  ejected  from  office. 
Now,  I  believe  that  we  are  so  far  true  to  our 
endeavour  to  form  a  Liberal  party  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  gradually  to  attract  from  the  ranks 
of  the  Opposition  those  who  hold  similar  views, 
that  we,  as  one  man,  shall  be  prepared  to  stand 
together.  I  believe  there  is  not  a  Minister  on 
the  benches  or  a  follower  in  the  ranks  who  wUl 
have  anything  to  do  with  a  coalition  Ministry 
at  the  present  time.  Any  one  who  did  eo  would 
in  a  great  measure  destroy  the  efibrts  of  four  or 
five  years,  which  liave  now  culminated  in  giving 
us  apparently  a  majority  in  this  House,  and 
which  must,  if  persevered  in,  give  us  a  succes- 
sion of  leaders  holding  liberal  views,  who  will  for 
many  years  to  come  have  the  destinies  of  this 
country  in  their  hands.  As  an  Opposition  even, 
if  we  should  be  unsuccessful  in  this  division, 
united,  compact,  honest,  full  of  hope,  we  cannot 
be  despised ;  and  I  think  that  within  a  ^ery 
short  time  the  new  Ministry,  formed  of  those 
capable  men  whom  we  see  opposite  to  us,  will 
find  themselves  back  on  the  nenches  which  they 
at  present  occupy.  Sir,  for  my  own  part  I 
would  gladly  wdcome  a  short  term  in  opposi- 
tion, for  I  tnink  that  those  who  have  joined  our 
ranks  of  late  have  not  weighed  within  themselves 
the  necessity  for  that  intense  earnestness  in  our 
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work  which  a  period  in  opposition  would  give 
U8.  I  think  that  a  ihort  time  in  opposition — I 
would  not  mind  a  year  or  two  myself— would 
bring  together,  organize,  and  give  cohesion  to 
suoh  a  Liberal  party  in  New  Zealand  as  could 
never  be  upset  again.  But  still,  as  it  is,  I  have 
hope  that  we  shall  learn  eyen  by  the  risk  we  are 
running — that  we  shall,  though  our  acts  are  not 
perfect,  of  course,  still  see  honorable  members, 
who  are  now  opposite  to  us,  but  who  hold  the 
yiews  that  we  hold,  gradually  attracted  to  us, 
anxious  to  serve  with  us,  and,  not  the  least, 
rewarding  us  by  at  last  recognizing  that  there 
can  be  some  honesty  even  in  the  Liberal  party. 
The  Constitutionalists  can  have  it  all  their  own 
way.  A  Constitutional  party  has  existed  before 
in  New  Zealand.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
when  sitting  on  the  Ministerial  benches,  found 
himself  opposed  to  a  party  led  by  Mr.  Vogel,  who 
called  themselves  the  Constitutional  party.  Mr. 
Hall,  then  Fostmaster-Q-eneral,  stated  that  Mr. 
Vogel  had  called  his  Opposition  the  Constitutional 
party,  taking  the  very  name  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  and  his  followers  adopt  now.  Honor- 
able gentlemen  may  say  "  No,"  but  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  told  us  the  other  night  that  the 
struggle  was  between  personal  power  and  those 
who  attached  themselves  to  constitutional  govern- 
ment. The  honorable  member  for  Geraldine 
again  and  again  told  his  constituents  on  the  hus- 
tings that  the  struggle  was  between  the  Constitu- 
tional party  and  the  so-called  Liberals,  and  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  used  the  same  term  the 
other  night.  Well,  he  found  himself  in  1868 
opposed  by  the  so-called  Constitutional  party  of 
Mr.  Vogel.    But,  said  Mr.  Hall,— 

"He  [Mr.  Vogel]  called  the  Opposition  the 
*  Constitutional  party ; '  but '  Constitutional  party' 
may  mean  anything  or  nothing,  which  is  what  is 
required.  I  would  suggest,  from  modem  Ameri- 
can history,  other  names — for  example,  *  Copper- 
bead  party,'  or  *  Know-nothing  party." 

Sir,  the  Constitutional  party  oi  to-day  may 
mean  anything  or  nothing.  Constitutional  it  is, 
designed  speciously  to  attract  all  waverers  and 
discontented  persons  who  hare  grievances  against 
the  Ministry.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  happy 
in  his  elocution.  He  gives  us  words  which  we 
could  not  use  more  appropriately  against  him  if 
we  had  selected  them  ourselves.  I  have  one 
opinion  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  given  by  a 
paper  which  has  risen  to  be  the  leading  paper  in 
our  colonial  history— the  LytteUon  Times — an 
opinion  giren  many  years  ago,  at  a  time  when,  in 
Canterbury,  he  was,  as  has  been  pointed  out, 
disappointing  the  hopes  of  the  West  Coast  which 
had  been  entertained  of  him.  The  I^Uelton 
Times  then  said,  "When  our  friend  is  out  of 
office  all  is  gloom,  disaster,  and  impending  ruin, 
but  when  he  slips  back  again  the  sun  of  Britain's 
prosperity  gilds  every  comer  of  the  earth."  I 
think  the  cause  of  the  honorable  gentleman's 
gloom  is,  that  he  has  been  wearying  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council ;  but  we  are  all  glad  to  see  him  re- 
instated in  health  and  strength.  We  are  glad  to 
see  him  again  in  the  ranks  of  active  politicians : 
but  I  am  afraid  that  the  characteristics  of  years 
ago  will  be  repeated  again;  for,  if  we  should  see 
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him  on  the  Gt)vemment  benches  again,  I  fear 
that  we  should  find  the  old  feelings  predominant. 
We  should  hear  him  say,  "  The  ballot  is  a  mis- 
take ;  property  is  not  respected.  Let  us  alone." 
And  his  Treasurer  would  chime  in,  "  Give  us  poli- 
tical rest."  I  hope,  even  if  it  should  be  for  our  own 
good  as  a  party,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
not  slip  in  again.  I  could  not  frame  words  to- 
night to  sufficiently  express  the  opinion  I  feel  in 
regard  to  the  jealousy  which  these  reforms  give 
rise  to.  I  need  only  refer  to  the  laud  question  in 
proof  of  that.  I  ought  also  to  have  said  how  un- 
fair is  the  charge  made  against  us  that  we  are 
opposed  to  local  self-government.  What  has  been 
our  struggle  ?  If  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  will  read  the  history  of  the  last  few 
Tears,  he  will  find  that  the  object  of  our  struggles 
has  been  to  give  local  government  to  the  various 
outlying  districts.  I  am  one  of  those  who  de- 
spair of  honest  government  being  possible  in 
this  Parliament  so  long  as  a  bridge  can  be  used 
as  a  bait,  or  so  long  as  a  member  can  make  his 
allegiance  to  any  (^vernment  conditional  upon 
particular  works  being  carried  out.  That  speaks 
of  a  state  of  things  in  which  honest  govemment 
is  impossible;  and  we  hare  always  preached  that 
— none  more  eloquently  than  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works.  What  nonsense  it  is,  therefore, 
to  talk  about  the  Governor's  Speech  not  con- 
taining reference  to  this  or  that  policy!  The  Go- 
vernor's Speech  is  merely  one  exposition  of  the 
policy  of  the  Gorernment.  It  is  in  the  State- 
ment of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that  pro- 
posals referring  to  works  in  particular  diotricts 
are,  and  ought  to  be,  found.  It  is  useless  for  any 
honorable  member  to  come  to  this  House  with 
the  intention  of  being  true  to  a  party,  if  the 
element  of  roads  and  bridges  is  to  be  allowed  to 
interfere  with  our  conception  of  what  the  policy 
and  conduct  of  statesmen  should  be.  Until  now 
we  have  never  had  a  chance  of  obtaining  a 
majority  in  this  House.  I  hold  that  it  would 
have  been  better  for  the  Government  to  have 
brought  down  some  complete  scheme  of  local 
government  upon  the  Canadian  or  the  Califomian 
system,  and  then  a  redistribution  of  seats  upon 
the  basis  of  population  ;  but  some  have  thought 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  such  a  mea- 
sure at  all,  and  that  we  should  hare  been  forced  to 
admit  such  a  representation  of  property  as  would 
be  disastrous  to  the  people.  Country  members 
particularly  have  to  face  this  difficiUty.  They 
are  not  opposed  to  redistribution.  The  countiy 
districts  say,  "We  are  as  liberal  as  the  towns. 
Simplify  your  Parliament  so  that  the  Parliament 
shall  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  preserve  public 
rights  and  public  liberties;  and  then  we  don't 
care  about  the  towns :  but  if  you  throw  in  your 
weight  to  build  up  the  power  of  the  towns  by 
making  population  the  basis  of  representation, 
so  long  as  the  Ministry  is  in  the  position  of 
doling  out  support  to  lukewarm  supporters,  how 
can  we  feel  but  that  we  are  being  left  in  the 
lurch  ?"  I  hope  the  House  will  deal  satisfactorily 
with  this  question ;  but,  while  it  is  left  to  indi- 
vidual members  to  bring  back  the  spoil  of  the 
session,  honest  government  is  impossible,  so  great 
is  the  temptation  to  bribe  on  all  sides  of  the 
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House.  Ab  to  the  great  priDoiples  that  are  at 
stake,  we  need  not  saj  anything  of  them  to- 
night. They  hare  been  fully  expressed  on  the 
hustings.  The  people  hope  to  see  free-trade 
everywhere — they  hope  to  see  free-trade  in  land, 
they  hope  to  see  the  incidence  of  taxation  im- 
proved, they  hope  to  see  abolished  that  iniquitous 
system  under  which  the  boroughs  receive  subsidies 
according  to  the  rateable  value  of  the  property 
within  their  bounds,  and  they  want  to  see  a  state 
of  things  in  which  it  will  be  impossible  for  a 
Ministry  to  speak  about  an  income-  and  property- 
tax,  or  an  increase  in  Customs  revenue,  while  the 
country  is  giving  10s.  in  the  pound  on  the  rateable 
value  of  property  in  districts.  This  farce  of  sub- 
sidies must  be  put  an  end  to.  The  people  are 
not  much  longer  to  be  cajoled  with  girts  of  their 
own  money,  with  additional  charges  for  collection. 
We  must  have  a  system  which  will  confer  a 
responsibility  upon  those  who  raise  the  money. 
So  long  as  local  districts  receive  gifts,  they  not 
having  the  responsibility  of  raising  the  money, 
we  caa  only  look  for  these  continued  scrambles, 
and  we  may  be  sure  that  we  are  only  laying  up 
far  a  time  of  retribution  when  that  responsibility 
of  which  I  speak  must  come.  I  wisn  to  add 
that  I  am  glad  to  see  such  men  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon)  come  amongst 
OS.  If  such  men  as  he  will  only  express  their 
thoughts  in  the  same  earnest  manner  as  he  has 
done  to-night,  I  can  only  say  from  my  experience 
that  they  will  always  be  listened  to,  and  will 
reflect  credit  upon  the  constituencies  which  re- 
tamed  them  to  this  House. 

The    House    adjourned   at   half-past    twelre 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday t  Zrd  October,  1879. 


Fint  Beading  —  Loo»l  Indastries  —  Sydney  Exhibition 
Handbook— Pablio  Tnut  Office— Address  in  Beply— 
NatiTe  Ailkin. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatxrs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Administration  Bill. 

LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  asked  the  Hon* 
the  Colonial  Secretair,  If  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Qovemment  to  introduce,  this  session,  any 
measures  for  the  protection  of  manufactures  and 
local  industries?  He  would  like  to  state  his 
reasons  for  asking  this  question,  as  he  believed  a 
protective  policy  was  an  actual  necessity  for  the 
prosperity  of  this  country 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  not  in  order  in  introducing  matter 
of  a  debatable  kind  in  putting  a  question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  said  he  had 
been  informed  that  he  could  state  his  reasons,  but, 
M  be  now  found  it  was  contrary  to  the  rule  of 


the  Council,  he  would  simply  ask  the  question 
standingin  his  name. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORB  said  the 
subject  had  already  been  indicated  in  His  Excel- 
lency's Speech,  where  it  was  said  that  it  would  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
deciding  whether  or  not  it  would  be  desirable  to 
offer  the  inducement  referred  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  would  be  glad  if  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  would  explain  to  what  extent  a 
member  might  go  in  asking  a  question. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  it  was  a 
universal  rule  in  asking  questions  that  honorable 
members  should  avoid  introducing  matter  of  a 
debatable  kind.  It  was  competent  for  an  honor- 
able  member  to  give  reasons  why  he  asked  a 
question,  in  order  to  make  it  dearer;  but  it  was 
against  all  parliamentary  usage  to  introduce  de- 
batable matter  in  the  course  of  his  observations. 
It  was  veiy  desirable  that  this  rule  should  be 
strictly  maintained. 

SYDNEY  EXHIBITION  HANDBOOK. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  asked.  Whether  the 
Government  would  direct  that  copies  of  "The  New 
Zealand  Handbook,"  prepared  for  the  Sydnej 
Exliibition,  should  be  distributed  to  members  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  ? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  agreed  to  the 
proposal  with  great  pleasure.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  have  done  so,  and  he 
was  rather  surprised  that  the  actual  authority 
had  not  reached  the  proper  department,  because 
it  had  been  decided  that  copies  of  the  work  should 
be  distributed  amongst  members  of  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature. 

PUBLIC  TRUST  OFFICE. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  his  object  in 
moving  in  this  matter  was  to  ascertain  how  far 
the  Public  Trust  Act  had  been  taken  advantage 
of  by  the  public.  He  took  a  great  interest  in  the 
passing  of  this  Bill,  feeling  that  it  was  calculated 
to  meet  a  want  that  was  peculiarly  felt  in  this 
colony,  owing  to  numbers  of  persons  residing 
here  requiring  the  aid  of  a  trustee,  and  having, 
perhaps,  few  friends  in  whose  hands  they  could 
place  their  property.  At  that  time,  and  now, 
tie  considered  that  this  Act,  if  carried  out  as  it 
should  be,  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  public. 
It  was  a  well-known  fact  that  one  of  the  great 
difficulties  experienced  by  parties  leaving  the 
colony  for  a  time,  or  about  to  make  a  final  exit 
from  the  world,  was  the  obtaining  the  services  of 
suitable  parties  to  represent  them.  Then,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  most  onerous 
duty,  that  of  taking  charge  of  a  large  estate, 
perhaps,  and  frequently  without  any  remunara- 
tion  whatever  for  duties  the  performance  of 
which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  cost 
a  large  sum  of  money.  He  looked  upon  this  as 
a  heavy  tax  upon  friendship,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  of  performing  those  duties  aright, 
but  also  in  the  risks  attending  the  performance  of 
them.  They  had  a  recent  instance  in  the  case  of 
the  Citj  of  Glasgow  Bank,  where  tmstees  were 
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found  to  be  pertonallj  liable  for  the  oalls  made 
upon  shares  held  bj  them  as  trustees  for  some 
estate  in  which  the^  had  no  interest  whatever; 
and  manj  were  ruined  in  consequence.  There 
was  another  risk,  and  that  was  in  consequence  of 
incompetent  trustees  taking  charge  of  property. 
Besides,  there  was  a  probability  of  the  trustees 
either  leaving  the  colony  or  dying.  He  himself 
had  appoint^  several  trustees  in  his  time,  and 
alreadv  two  of  them,  younger  than  himself,  were 
in  their  graves.  It  was  highly  desirable  that  the 
existence  of  this  Public  Trust  Office  should  be 
more  widely  known,  and  that  the  benefits  of  it  to 
the  public  should  be  better  understood.  It  was 
quite  possible  that  estates  might  be  mismanaged, 
and  it  was  also  possible  that  the  parties  mis- 
managing these  estates  mi^^ht  not  be  themselves 
in  a  position  to  be  resnonsible  for  their  own  acts. 
In  the  case  of  the  Public  Trust  Office,  those 
leaving  property  had  the  G-overnment  of  the 
country  to  fall  back  upon — the  Government  was 
responsible  for  the  Trustee.  And  another  great 
advantage  was  that  the  office  was  perpetual,  and 
one  set  of  trustees  would  succeed  another,  and 
there  could  be  no  estate  without  a  proper  repre- 
sentative.  He  hoped  that  the  return  which  nad 
been  laid  on  the  table  would  contain  full  particu- 
lars of  what  had  been  done  under  this  Act,  and 
that  the  latter  part  of  his  motion  would  be  com- 
plied with. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'Tbat 
there  be  laid  on  the  table  the  yearly  return  of 
the  Public  Trust  Office,  as  provided  by  section  42 
of  the  Act,  with  an  analysis  of  the  working  of 
the  Act  from  1872  to  80th  June  hist"— (JTbn. 
Jtfr.  HoUnei.) 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  made  this  motion  was  not 
perhaps  aware  that  the  accounts  required  by  law 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  on 
Tuesday  last.  An  "  analysis  of  the  working  of 
the  Act  from  1872  to  30th  June  kst "  was  now 
asked  for.  The  honorable  gentleman  would  see 
that  it  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  com- 
pile such  an  analysis,  without  further  informa- 
tion as  to  what  he  wanted.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  wait  upon  himself  (Colonel 
Whitmore)  or  the  Public  Trustee,  any  analysis  he 
desired  would  be  prepared  and  laid  on  the  table 
in  the  ordinary  form.  With  regard  to  the  general 
remarks  made  by  the  mover  of  this  resdution, 
he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  did  not  think  it  was 
necessary  at  present  to  enter  into  the  general 
subject  of  the  desirability  or  advantage  of  the 
Public  Trust  Office.  He  would  only  say  this: 
that,  as  far  as  it  had  come  within  his  knowledge, 
the  very  greatest  possible  attention  was  paid  by 
the  officers  of  that  department  to  the  proper  care 
and  management  of  estates  within  their  control, 
and  that  very  considerable  advantage  had  arisen 
in  many  instances  firom  the  existence  of  such  ap 
office.  It  had  been,  and  was  still,  in  contempla- 
tion to  transfer  to  that  department  some  other 
offices  of  trust,  which  might  be  more  economically 
and  advantageously  combined  with  the  office  of 
the  Public  ^ustee.  He  thought  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  understand,  horn  what  he  had 
said,  that  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  was  very  willing 
Hon,  Mr,  Holme* 


to  meet  bim  in  any  direction  in  which  he  wished 
to  obtain  further  information  and  make  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  office  folly  known. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  was  vary  g)ad 
that  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Holmes  had  brought 
this  subject  forward ;  although,  at  the  same  time, 
as  he  had  scarcely  anticipated  that  there  would 
be  any  debate  upon  it  that  afternoon,  he  had  not 
taken  an  opportunity  of  looking  so  folly  into  the 
question  as  be  shoidd  have  liked.  He  still  ad- 
hered to  the  opinion  he  expressed  when  the  Bill 
was  first  introduced — namely,  that  in  passing  a 
measure  of  this  kind  they  were  going  beyond  the 
legitimate  functions  of  Government ;  and  nothing 
hiul  since  occurred  to  shake  the  opinion  he  then 
expressed.  So  far  as  a  public  trustee  was  required 
for  the  Government,  he  thought  such  an  ofiiee 
was  desirable ;  but  the  Gbvemment  had  no  right 
whatever  to  appoint  an  officer  to  act  as  trustee  for 
prif  ate  individuals.  When  the  honorable  member 
referred  to  the  advantage  which  persons  would 
have  when  going  to  England,  he  Imew  that  the 
Public  Trustee  would  be  the  last  person  h^  would 
appoint ;  and  as  to  his  acting  for  private  estates 
in  other  capacities,  the  result  of  his  (Mr.  Water- 
house's)  observation  did  not  appear  to  agree 
with  that  of  his  honorable  friend.  He  had  seen 
statements  which  led  him  to  believe  that  the  ad- 
vantage was  no  greater  than  when  estates  were 
left  to  the  management  of  private  individuals ; 
and  the  expenses  were  in  some  oases  lar]^r. 
There  was  one  reason  adduced  in  favour  of  the 
appointment  of  a  public  trustee  some  yeara 
ago,  and  that  was  that,  under  the  then  existing 
law,  private  persons  appointed  executors  could 
not  receive  remuneration,  and  consequently  private 
friends  were  not  likely  to  perform  responsible 
duties  without  adequate  remuneration.  That  law 
had  since  been  altered,  and  now  it  was  competent 
for  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  grant  such 
remuneration  as  was  fair  and  reasonable.  His 
honorable  friend  had  referred  to  the  City  of 
Glasgow  Bank  as  affording  an  illustration  of  the 
advantage  of  having  such  an  officer.  No  illos- 
tration  could  have  been  more  unfortunate  for  the 
argument  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  If  there 
had  been  a  publio  trustee  m  England,  the  Go- 
vernment of  England  would  have  b^n  responsible 
in  that  matter.  If  the  Publio  Trustee  appeared 
on  the  register  of  any  list  of  shareholders,  in- 
surance company,  or  bank,  not  the  estate  only, 
but  the  Government  of  the  colony,  would  be  re- 
sponsible. That  was  a  position  which  he  did  not 
think  the  GK>vemment  ought  to  take  up.  He 
hoped  honorable  members  would  devote  to  this 
question,  when  thev  had  seen  this  return,  the 
consideration  it  really  deserved,  and  that  thej 
would  ask  themselves  whether,  in  the  amended 
state  of  the  law,  the  same  necessity  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  public  trustee  existed  now  as 
formerly ;  and  wnether,  on  .its  own  merits,  it 
was  desirable  that  such  an  office  should  be  main- 
tained. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  in  reply,  had  no 
further  remarks  to  make  on  the  subject.  All  he 
wanted  was  to  get  a  return,  having  an  idea  that 
this  office  was  of  great  advantage  to  the  public 
He  hoped  it  might  be  taken  advantage  ot  by  a 
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greater  number  of  people  than  had  taken  advan- 
tage of  it  in  the  past. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

ADDKESS  IN  REPLY. 

The  Hon.  the  S  PEAEER.— I  hare  the  honor  to 
inform  the  Council  that  His  Excellency  has  been 
pleased  to  eaj  that  he  will  receive  the  Address  in 
Keplj  at  three  o'clock  to-day. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  snbsequenaj  in- 
formed the  Council  that,  accompanied  by  several 
honorable  members,  he  had  waited  on  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  with  the  Address,  and  His 
Excellency  had  been  pleased  to  deliver  the  follow- 
ing reply : — 

**  I  thank  you  for  this  Address.  It  is  a  satis- 
faction to  me  to  receive  the  assurance  which  it 
gives  that  all  measures  which  may  be  brought 
before  you  will  meet  with  your  best  and  most 
careful  consideration." 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  (he  Native 
business  was  becoming  heavier  and  heavier,  and, 
as  there  was  a  Native  Affairs  Committee  in  the 
other  House,  and  as  Native  concerns  were  very 
different  from  ordinary  petitions,  there  ought,  in 
his  opinion,  to  be  a  special  Committee  attached  to 
this  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  consider  them. 
He  had  only  put  in  the  names  of  two  of  the 
Maori  members,  but,  as  that  would  appear  in- 
vidious, he  desired  to  amend  his  motion  by  in- 
dading  the  names  of  the  three  Maori  members 
of  the  Council,  and  substituting  the  name  of  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  for  niat  of  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  who  was  so  busy  on  other 
Committees. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  ''  That  a 
Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  seven  members, 
be  appointed  to  consider  all  petitions,  reports, 
returns,  and  other  documents  relating  to  affairs 
specially  affecting  the  Native  race  that  may  be 
brought  before  this  Council,  with  power  to  call 
for  persons  and  papers.  The  Committee  to  con- 
sist of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Mantell,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Ngatata,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Koliere,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Or,  Buckley,  and  the 
mover." — (Hon.  Captain  Fraser.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  thought  nothing 
had  been  said  to  show  that  the  Native  petitions, 
which  were  at  present  referred  to  the  Petitions 
Committee,  were  so  numerous  that  the  Petitions 
Committee  itself  had  not  time  to  attend  to  them. 
Having  served  upon  the  Petitions  Committee  for 
a  course  of  years,  he  might  say  that  the  Com- 
mittee itself  was  not  overburdened  with  work. 
Again,  as  to  the  constitution  of  that  Committee, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  had  declined  to  serve  upon 
it,  and  he  did  not  understand  the  Hon.  Captain 
Eraser  to  say  that  he  was  willing  to  serve  on  this 
Committee.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any 
case  made  out  for  the  appointment  of  so  large  a 
Committee  as  this.  The  Hon.  Captain  Eraser 
stated  that  none  of  the  Native  members  of  the 
Council  were  on  the  Petitions  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  wished  to  correct 
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the  honorable  member.  What  he  said  was,  that 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  none  of 
the  Maori  members  were  on  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  had  misunder* 
stood  the  honorable  member.  He  would  merely 
now  propose  that  the  Committee  be  appointed  by 
ballot,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Petitions  Com- 
mittee had  been  appointed. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  the  only  thought 
that  struck  him  in  this  matter  was,  that  neither 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  Buckley, 
nor  the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser  knew  anything 
about  Native  affairs ;  and  that  was  the  only  objec- 
tion he  could  see  to  their  names  being  on  this 
Committee.  It  was  necessary  that  there  should 
be  on  that  Committee  honorable  members  who 
knew  something  about  Native  matters,  otherwise 
its  members  would  be  guided  by  principles  of 
abstract  justice.  What  was  required  on  this 
Committee  was  men  who  understood  the  com- 
plex questions  coming  before  them,  and  who 
would  be  guided  by  their  common  sense  only. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  that,  before  this 
Committee  was  proposed,  he  raised  the  objection 
with  regard  to  himself  that  he  knew  nothing 
whatever  concerning  Maori  questions,  and  that 
therefore  he  thought  himself  incompetent  for  the 
position.  But  he  was  told  that  this  was  the  very 
best  reason  why  he  should  be  on  such  a  Com- 
mittee, as  he  would  deal  with  matters  entirely  on 
their  merits,  and  free  from  any  bias.  Upon  that 
understanding  he  allowed  his  name  to  be  uoluded 
in  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  thought  that, 
as  the  Committee  was  going  to  be  elected  by 
ballot,  it  was  unnecessary  to  make  any  particular 
remarks  about  the  competency  of  any  particular 
gentlemen  ;  but  he  wished  to  add  his  evidence  to 
this  fact :  that,  in  Native  affairs,  it  was  highly 
desirable  there  should  be  a  very  fair  leaven  of 
gentlemen  who  were  not  at  all  mixed  up  with 
them,  and  who,  he  believed,  would  give  a  very 
impartial  verdict.  While  the  Committee  should 
contain  the  names  of  gentlemen  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  European  and  Maori  sides  of 
any  question,  he  thought  it  should  also  include 
some  honorable  gentlemen  wlio,  while  they  knew 
little  or  nothing  of  Native  matters,  had  sufficient 
common  sense,  knowledge  of  business,  and  the 
fair-play  of  Englishmen,  to  place  them  above  the 
suspicion  of  bias.  In  exercising  his  privilege  of 
ballot,  he  would  endeavour  so  to  arrange  his  list 
of  names  that  it  would  present  all  elements  which 
were  calculated  to  make  a  good  Committee.  He 
thought  it  desirable  there  should  be  a  separate 
Committee  on  Native  petitions.  Tlie  Natives 
every  day  were  taking  a  larger  interest  in  politics, 
and  a  greater  share  in  them  ;  and,  if  they  found 
that  their  petitions  were  considered  in  Parlia- 
ment, he  thought  that  would  have  a  civilizing 
influence  upon  them,  and  would  prevent  them 
taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands  as  they  had 
done  m  the  past. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  felt  inclined  to 
agree  to  the  ballot ;  but  he  objected  to  the 
three  Maori  members  being  on  the  Committee. 
The  quorum  of  the  Committee  would  be  five, 
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and,  if  that  number  onlj  attended,  and  the  three 
Maori  members  were  preeent,  the  Maori  side 
would  hare  the  preponderance  oC  representation 
on  the  Committee.  It  would  not  be  right  or 
just  to  have  it  so.  He  dissented  from  the  pro- 
posal. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER,  in  reply,  had  not 
the  slightest  objection  to  the  ballot,  so  long  as 
the  Committee  was  formed.  With  respect  to 
the  obserration  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  as 
to  the  three  Maori  members  being  on  the  Com- 
mittee, it  would  be  invidious  to  leave  out  the 
name  of  any  Maori  member.  With  regard  to 
the  observations  of  tlie  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  as  to 
his  (the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser's)  knowing  nothing 
about  Native  afiPairs,  the  honorable  member  would 
find  that  the  Natives  on  the  east  and  west  coasts 
of  the  North  Island,  and  all  the  Natives  of  the 
South,  had  considerable  confidence  in  his  sense 
of  justice.  His  object  was  to  get  this  Committee 
appointed. 

A  ballot  was  taken,  and  it  resulted  in  the 
appointment  of  the  following  gentlemen  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee :  The  Hon.  Mr.  Ngatata, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell, 
the  Hon,  Mr.  Holmes,  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  Buckley, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Eohere,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whit- 
more,  and  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  three  minutes  past 
four  o'clock  p.m. 
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Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  two  o'clock. 

Fbatebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Abolition    of    Imprisonment    for    Debt    Bil), 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  leave  to  put  a  question 
without  notice.  He  wished  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  the Goremment  steamer  "Luna"  had 
the  San  Francisco  mail  on  board  when  she  left 
Wellington  on  the  31st  August,  1872,  as  stated 
on  the  preTiouB  day  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
(act  that  the  statement  in  the  proposed  question 
is  not  correct.  I  did  not  say  she  went  on  the 
31st  August.     I  did  not  state  any  date. 

Mr.  BROWN.— The  honorable  member  did 
not  mention  dates,  but  the  "  Luna  "  left  on  that 
date. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn  denies  that  he  made  the  statement,  and 
the  House  will  of  course  accept  his  denial. 
JTon.  Colonel  Brett 


Mr.  BROWN.— I  am  quite  satisfied  with  his 
withdrawal. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  will  not  condescend  to  a  per- 
sonal altercation  in  this  matter ;  but  I  appeal  to 
honorable  members  to  say  whether  I  have  made 
any  withdrawal  of  the  statement  I  made  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Then  I  will  ask  the  question 
in  this  form :  Whether  the  Government  steamer 
"Luna"  had  the  San  Francisco  mail  on  bocurd 
when  she  left  'Wellington  on  the  31st  August, 
1872? 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER  said  that  on  the  occasion 
of  the  "  Luna  "  sailing  south  on  the  81st  August, 
1872,  she  did  not  convey  the  southern  portion  of 
the  inward  San  Francisco  mails,  which  reached 
Auckland  by  the  "  Nevada  "  on  the  28th  August. 
Tlie  "Luna"  sailed  from  Wellington  for  Port 
Chalmers  direct  for  (he  purpose  of  bringing  up 
the  outward  mails  for  transmission  vid  San  Fran- 
cisco. She  lefl  Port  Chalmers  on  the  2nd  Sep- 
tember,  and  delivered  the  mails  at  the  Manukau 
by  way  of  intermediate  ports  on  the  7th,  connect- 
ing with  the  "  Nevada."  The  "  Nevada's  "  inward 
mails  from  San  Francisco— the  steamer  having 
been  quarantined  at  Auckland — were  conveyed 
from  the  Manukau  to  Wellington  by  the  **  Wel- 
lington," and  the  southern  portion  transhipped 
to  the  "  Rangitoto,"  which  saUed  for  Lyttelton  on 
the  1st  September,  the  day  after  the  "Luna" 
had  sailed  for  Port  Chalmers. 

THAMES  NATIVES. 

Mr.  WHYTE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  are  aware  that  the  navigation  on  the  Thames 
River  has  been  stopped  by  the  Natives  ;  and,  if 
so,  what  steps  they  intend  to  take,  if  any,  to 
keep  open  that  important  highway  of  communi- 
cation r  He  put  the  question  because  he  had 
heard  on  good  authority  that  the  narigation  of 
steamers  in  the  Thames  River  had  been  stopped. 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  the  Native  Minister 
would  state  all  the  facts  of  the  case  when  he 
addressed  the  House  presently. 

WASTE  LANDS  BOARDS. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  it  is  their  intention,  in  connection  with 
their  proposed  land  legislation,  to  introduce  a 
measure  of  reform  in  the  Waste  Lands  Boards 
of  the  colony ;  and,  if  so,  will  the  Minister  of 
Lands  indicate  the  direction  in  which  such  refonn 
will  shape  itself? 

Mr.  THOMSON  replied  that  suggestions  as  to 
reforms  in  the  Land  Board  system  had  been 
made  to  the  Gt)vemment  by  several  members  of 
the  House.  The  Government  had  had  the  matter 
under  consideration,  and  he  hoped  to  be  able,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  second  reading  of  the  liuid 
Bill  which  he  had  introduced,  to  state  the  Tiews 
of  the  Government  on  the  subject. 

GOVERNMENT  STEAMERS. 
Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  be  prepared  to  call  for  tenders  for  the 
repairs  of  the  Government  steamers,  as  for  other 
public  works  and  repairs  P  He  might  be  allowed 
to  explain  Uiat  theie  were  several  tradesmen  in 
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Wellington  quite  capable  of  doing  any  work  of 
the  kind  referred  to  in  the  question,  ana  it  would 
onlj  be  fair  on  the  part  of  the  Goremment  to 
those  tradesmen  that  work  of  this  kind  should 
be  let  by  public  tender,  the  same  as  any  other 
work. 

Sir  G.  GREY  agreed  with  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  gentleman ;  and  in  all  possible  cases 
tenders  would  be  called  for.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pened  that  a  particular  work  was  required  to  be 
done  in  a  great  hurry ;  but,  in  all  cases  where  pos- 
sible, tenders  would  be  inrited. 

BALLAST-TRAIN  EMPLOYis. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  there  is  any  foundation  for 
statements  made  that  a  number  of  men  haTo 
been  dismissed  from  their  employment  on  the 
ballast- train  on  the  Canterbury  section  of  the 
New  Zealand  railways,  and  that  prison  labour 
has  since  been  employed  on  that  duty  f 

Mr.  MACANDREW  replied  that  some  days 
ago  he  had  receired  a  communication  from  a 
number  of  working-men  in   Christchurch,  com- 

C'  dng  that  the  employment  of  prisoners  had 
interfering  with  their  labour.  On  inquiry 
the  Commissioner  of  Railways  had  wired  to  him 
as  follows : — 

"  Employment  in  ditching,  stonebreaking,  and 
weeding  on  the  railway  has  been  given  to  the 
prisoners  in  Addington  Gkiol.  The  gaoler  repre- 
sented that  he  had  no  work  for  his  hard-labour 
men»  and  would  be  glad  if  employment  could  be 
provided  for  them  within  a  mile  radius  of  the 
gaol.  Works  hsTe  been  done  by  Ihem  for  which 
no  funds  were  available,  and  which  would  not 
have  been  executed  had  the  chance  of  employing 
prison  labour  not  presented  itself.  Thirty  is  the 
maximum  number  of  men  employed." 

He  would  like  to  be  allowed  to  state  that  this 
reply  was  in  answer  to  an  inquiij  he  had  made 
some  two  or  three  days  ago.  He  would  make 
still  further  inquiries  with  special  reference  to 
the  honorable  gentleman's  question,  and  would 
communicate  the  result  of  those  inquiries. 

CUSTOMS  AND  LAND  REVENUE. 

Mr.  McLean  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  he  will  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  show- 
ing receipts  from  Customs  revenue  for  quarter 
ending  80th  September^  1879  ;  also  receipts  from 
land  rerenue  for  same  period  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY  replied  that  he  had  the  return 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  asked  for,  and  it 
would  be  laid  on  the  table.  He  would  simply 
observe  that,  the  returns  from  several  ports 
having  been  sent  in  by  telegraph,  it  was  possible 
that  some  slight  inaccuracies  might  have  taken 
place,  but  they  must  be  very  slight  indeed. 

SOUTHLAND  CROWN  LANDS. 
Mr.  BAIN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  report  of  Mr.  Pearson,  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Crown  Lands  for  Southland,  in  the 
appendix  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Crown 
Lands,  is  a  full  copy  of  the  original  report ;  and, 
if  not»  whether  he  will  have  any  objection  to  lay 
tlie  complete  report  before  this  House  P 


Mr.  THOMSON  replied  that  Mr.  Pearson's 
report,  in  the  appendix  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Crown  iJands,  was  a  full  copy  of  the 
original  report.  Mr.  Pearson  had,  however,  sent 
in  a  report  to  the  department  regarding  the  suc- 
cess of  the  deferred -payment  system  in  the  South- 
land District.  He  understood  that  that  was  the 
report  referred  to  in  the  question,  and  he  hoped 
to  be  able  to  lay  a  copy  of  it  on  the  table  next 
sitting-day. 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  SWANSON  asked  the  Government,  What 
steps  (if  any)  they  intend  taking  to  enforce  com- 
pliance with  clause  23  of  the  Conditions  in  Go- 
vernment contracts  ?  He  might  explain  that  this 
was  the  clause  in  the  contract-bond  which  pro- 
vided that  the  workmen  should  be  paid  once  a 
fortnight ;  and  for  every  practical  purpose  it  had 
remained  a  dead-letter.  He  desired  to  know 
what  the  Government  intended  to  do  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  it  was  quite  true 
that  clause  23  provided  for  the  payment  of  work- 
men once  a  fortnight.  It  also  provided  that, 
if  the  contractor  committed  or  allowed  any 
breach  of  this  clause,  he  subjected  himself  to 
a  penalty  of  £50,  to  be  recovered  without  pro- 
cess of  law.  That  penalty  might  be  deducted 
from  any  moneys  due  to  the  contractor.  It  was, 
therefore,  only  necessary  to  notify  to  the  coo- 
tractor  that  the  provisions  of  this  clause  would 
be  rigidly  enforced  for  the  future,  to  insure  com- 
pliance therewith.  He  intended  to  give  such 
notification.  He  might  state  that  no  complaint 
had  been  made  as  to  the  infringement  of  this 
clause  hitherto.  Had  such  a  complaint  been 
made  the  Government  would  have  seen  that  the 
provisions  of  the  clause  were  strictly  carried  out. 

Mr.  SWANSON  could  assure  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  great  complaints  had  been  mado 
about  this  matter. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that  if  persons  made 
their  complaints  to  the  Government  the^  would 
find  that  the  grievance  would  bo  remedied.  If 
the  workmen  were  not  paid  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  clause,  they  had  only  to  repre- 
sent the  matter  to  the  proper  authorities,  when 
immediate  action  would  be  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

CIVIL  SERVICE   APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  BOWEN  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will  lay 
before  this  House  a  return  of  all  persons  appointed 
since  the  prorogation  of  the  late  Parliament  to 
any  paid  office  or  position  of  emolument  under 
Government ;  stating  in  each  case  the  nature  of 
the  oflice,  whether  temporary  or  permanent,  and 
the  emolument  attached  to  it  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  return  asked  for  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  be  furnished  if  he 
really  desired  it ;  but  he  was  afraid  it  would  give 
a  considerable  atnount  of  trouble.  It  would  refer 
to  persons  employed  on  the  railways,  and  they 
were  varying  from  day  to  day.  If  a  return  were 
asked  for  without  reference  to  the  employes  in 
the  Railway  Department,  it  oould  be  furnished 
almost  immediately. 
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Mr.  BO  WEN  said,  if  the  return  gaye  thoie 
persons  permanently  employed  on  the  railways  it 
would  be  sufficient. 

Sir  O.  ORfiY  said  it  would  take  some  time  to 
fornish  the  return. 

SIR  JULIUS  VOOEL. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Government,  If  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  applied  to  them  for  leave  to  stand 
for  the  representation  of  an  English  constituency 
in  the  House  of  Commons ;  if  so,  was  such  per- 
mission refused,  and  why ;  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment will  cause  any  papers  and  information  they 
have  upon  tlie  subject  to  be  laid  before  this  House  ? 
As  so  many  rumoura  were  current  about  this 
mitter,  he  should  be  glad  if  the  Gt>remment 
would  give  an  authoritative  statement  regard- 
ing  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  Government  had  not 
received  any  application  from  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
for  leave  to  stand  for  an  English  constituency ; 
but  the  Government,  hearing  that  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  was  about  to  stand  for  an  English  con- 
stituency, had  telegraphed  to  him  their  opinion, 
which  was  that  the  A^ent-G^neral  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  be  a  member  of  the  British  Par- 
liament. They  came  to  this  conclusion  because 
they  thought  that  his  taking  such  a  position 
would  distract  his  mind  from  his  other  duties, 
and  would  be  lending  the  weight  of  his  office, 
which  was  considerable  in  England,  to  a  par- 
ticular party  in  Great  Britain  ;  that  it  was  not 
desirable  that  the  colony  should  be  involved  by 
any  such  officer  entering  into  British  politics  or 
the  politics  of  any  other  country  ;  that  upon  (he 
whole  the  Gt)vernment  thought  it  better  that 
the  Agent-General  for  New  Zealand  should  not 
be  in  Parliament ;  and  they  could  not  eive  their 
consent  to  a  member  of  Parliament  holding  the 
office  of  Agent-General.  That  was  the  only  paper 
that  passed  on  the  subject,  and  it  contained  what 
he  had  just  stated  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  lay  the  document  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  telegram  contained  in 
a  shorter  form  exactly  what  he  had  stated.  The 
purport  of  it  was,  that  the  Government  could  not 
approve  of  its  Agent-General  being  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

NGARUAWAHIA  SUBURBAN  LANDS. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  asked  the  Mini&ter  of 
Lands,  What  steps  (if  any)  have  been  taken  to 
open  up  the  suburban  allotments  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Township  of  Ngaruawahia;  and  what 
length  of  time  will  probably  elapse  before  such 
steps  may  be  expected  to  produce  the  desired 
result  ?  He  had  been  induced  to  put  this  ques- 
tion in  consequence  of  the  reply  given  to  a  ques- 
tion he  had  pub  on  a  previous  day. 

Mr.  THOMSON  replied  that  the  matter  had 
been  referred  to  the  Native  Department,  in  order 
to  ascertain  what  blocks  had  been  promised  to 
the  Natives.  As  soon  as  that  informal  ion  had 
been  obtained  the  land  in  question  would  be 
opened  to  the  public. 
Sir  G.  Qre^f 


RAILWAY  EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  all  the  employ^  on  the  Government 
railways  are  treated  in  a  uniform  manner  ai 
rcjiards  hours  of  work  and  rates  of  pay  ;  if  a 
uniform  working-day  exists,  of  eight  hours ;  if 
any  exception  exists,  and  to  whom  does  it  apply ; 
if  a  uniform  rate  of  pay  exists  for  similar  ser- 
vices given  ;  if  there  is  any  fixed  rule  for  the 
payment  for  overtime,  and,  if  so,  what  that  rule 
is,  and  is  it  observed  in  all  cases  P 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  wished  to  lay  on  the 
table  a  copy  of  the  regulations,  which  he  hod  only 
just  received.  He  would  examine  the  document, 
and  then  lay  it  on  the  table.  He  thought  that 
would  be  the  best  answer  to  the  question.  A 
good  deal  of  misapprehension  seemed  to  exist  xm. 
this  subject,  and  it  was  desirable  tha4  the  actual 
regulations  themselves  should  be  published.  That 
would  remove  all  misapprehension. 

JURY  LAWS. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  intend  to  introduce  a  further 
reform  in  the  jury  laws,  more  especially  (1)  by 
the  abolition  of  the  Grand  Jury  sjstem,  (2)  by 
an  improvement  of  the  Coroner's  inquest  by 
jury,  and  (3)  by  an  increase  of  the  payment  to 
common  jurors? 

Sir  G.  GRtCY  replied  that  the  whole  of  the 
points  referred  to  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
were  under  the  consideration  of  the  Gk>vemment, 
and  a  Bill  was  being  prepared  to  give  efiect  to 
some  of  them. 

WARDEN  FOR  WAIRARAPA. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
open  a  Warden's  office  and  appoint  a  Warden 
for  the  Wairarapa  District?  He  might  state 
that,  from  reliable  information  received,  there 
was  likely  to  be  a  valuable  gold  field  opened  up 
in  the  Wairarapa  District. 

Mr.  GISBOKNE  replied  that  as  soon  as  the 
land  had  been  proclaimed  a  gold  field  under  the 
Mining  Act  arrangements  would  be  made  to 
appoint  proper  officers  to  receive  applications  for 
mining  claims  connected  with  the  gold  field.  It 
would  be  unadvisable  to  proclaim  the  land  a  gold 
field  until  they  had  received  some  well-asoer- 
tained  information  that  the  district  was  probably 
auriferous.  Mr.  Cox,  the  Assistant  Geologist, 
would  proceed  next  day  to  the  district,  in  order 
to  report  upon  the  matter. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

ADJOUBNBD   DBBATB. 

Mr.  BO  WEN. — Sir,  when  an  honorable  gentle- 
man, in  addressing  the  House  on  an  important 
question  like  this,  begins  by  endeavouring  to  create 
a  prejudice  against  bis  opponents,  on  the  ground 
that  they  reside  in  a  particular  district  or  belong 
to  a  particular  class  of  persons,  I  think  it  is  a 
distinct  sign  of  weakness.  Therefore  the  attack 
made  upon  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  last  night 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida,  on  the 
ground  that  he  is  a  Canterbury  man  —  a  man 
belonging  to  a  particular  province — toi^  consider- 
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ablj  weakened  the  cause  which  he  attempted  to 
adrocate.  If  he  beliered  in  popular  goTemment, 
in  the  representation  of  distinct  priociplee  by 
gentlemen  who  are  trusted  by  the  peopU,  then 
he  had  no  right  whatever  to  throw  out  any  such 
insxnoalions  against  my  honorable  friend  as  he 
did.  The  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  has  been 
retained  by  a  large  constituency,  where  there  was 
erery  attempt  mMle  by  the  Government  party  to 
get  some  one  to  oppose  him  from  outside,  but 
they  were  unable  to  do  so.  And  I  can  say  this  : 
that  there  is  scarcely  a  constituency  in  the  whole 
ProTince  of  Canterburyi  where  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  been  so  well  known  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  which  would  not  hare 
returned  him  with  acclamation.  When  this  is 
the  case,  I  think  it  is  perfectly  absurd  for  men 
who  pretend  to  advocate  popular  views,  and  to 
adrocate  that  principles  should  be  represented  by 
men  who  are  the  representatires  of  the  people, 
to  attempt  to  prejudice  the  House  against  a 
gentleman  who  can  get  such  support  from  the 
people  who  hare  knowd  him  thoroughly  for  a 
Jong  time.  He  is  not  only  known  to  the  people 
of  Canterbury,  but  he  is  known  to  all  the  people 
of  the  colony  ;  and  I  will  undertake  to  say  that, 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other,  and  in 
erery  prorince  throughout  the  colony,  it  was 
learned  with  satisfaction  that  my  honorable  friend 
again  reprMents  a  oonstiiuenoy  in  this  Assem- 
bfy,  and  has  been  chosen  to  lead  ene  of  the 
parties  in  the  House.  I  shall  not  dwell  upon 
the  attempt  to  fasten  odium  upon  the  Canter- 
bury members.  They  hare  been  rery  unwilling 
to  bare  themselres  or  their  affairs  dragged 
eonsrantly  before  the  House  as  they  hare  bt'en 
for  some  time  past — for  Qoodness  knows  what 
reasons.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  must  be 
aware  that  there  hare  been  the  grossest  misrepre- 
sentaUona  as  to  the  actions  of  the  Canterbury 
members,  cspeeiaDy  with  regard  to  the  land  laws 
of  that  piorince,  for  the  liMt  five  years.  I  am 
not  going  to  weary  the  House  with  the  story  of 
the  Canterbury  land  laws;  but  I  will  say  this, 
that  they  were  founded  upon  the  soundest  and 
most  liberal  principles,  and  that  they  are  the  only 
laws  which  hare  really  and  truly  settled  the 
people  upon  the  land:  for  it  will  be  seen  that, 
aceording  to  the  census  returns,  there  are  more 
yeomen  —  more  men  who  are  cultirating  and 
owning  land  themselres  —  in  Canterbury  than 
in  any  other  part  of  New  Zealand  ;  and  this 
ia  entirely  owing  to  the  Canterbury  land  laws. 
Bat  it  is  true  that  there  was  a  large  portion 
of  Canterbury  which,  in  the  early  days,  was 
exclnded  from  the  operation  of  the  Canterbury 
land  laws ;  and  that  in  that  part  of  the  coun* 
tiy  large  properties  hare  been  created,  which 
might  hare  been  better  dirided  among  a  larger 
number  of  people,  and,  consequently,  held  in 
saialler  allotments ;  but  the  entire  fault  of  this 
hsa  with  the  honorable  gentleman  who  is  now 
at  the  bead  of  the  Gk>remroent.  The  honorable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  rery  ingeniously  and 
rety  insidioa»ly  tried  to  mix  up  the  request  of 
certain  inhabitants  of  Canterbury  in  1852  with 
the  transaction  which  took  place  in  1868,  when 
tbe  PMoiier  ietued  his  oelebrated  Pvoolamation. 


In  1852  some  Canterbury  people  endearoured  to 
get  the  block  extended  which  they  held  under 
the  rules  of  the  Canterbury  Association  ;  but 
certainly  this  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  issue  of 
a  Proclamation  ^in  1853  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man now  at  the  bead  of  the  Gorernment.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  in  1858  the  new  Constitution 
was  proclaimed ;  and,  if  there  was  one  thing  in 
that  Constitution  at  which  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  rejoiced,  it  was  at  the  fact  that,  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  colonies  of  Eng- 
land, the  whole  control  of  the  waste  lands  was 
handed  orer  to  the  people  of  the  country  in 
which  the  lands  were  situated.  But  what  was 
the  conduct  of  the  Goremor  of  that  time  ?  He 
stepped  in  between  the  passing  of  the  Act  and 
the  time  when  it  was  proclaimed,  and  took  the 
opportunity  of  legislating  himself,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  roice  of  the  people,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  sire  away  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown, 
with  the  result  that  the  land  passed  into  the 
hands  of  monopolists.  It  is  perfectly  amazing, 
to  any  one  who  remembers  the  circumstances 
under  which  that  was  done,  to  see  that  honorable 
gentleman  stand  up  in  this  House  night  after 
night,  and  on  public  platforms  during  the  recess, 
day  after  day,  hounding  down  the  Canterbury 
members  because  of  these  large  estates.  It  was 
he  who  created  these  estates,  and  no  one  else; 
and  not  merely  without  reference  to  the  Legis- 
lature, but  absolutely  in  spite  of  the  protests  of 
the  people,  and  in  spite  of  an  injunction  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  There  was  immense  disappoint- 
ment felt,  especially  in  Otago  and  Canterbiury, 
when  this  Proclamation  was  issued. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— I  am  glad  to  hear  the  honor- 
able member  gire  that  cheer,  because  he  knows  it 
well,  and  suffered  in  consequence.  I  know  there 
was  immense  indignation  both  in  Canterbury  and 
in  Otago ; — an  appeal  was  made  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  in  the  oelebrated  case  of  Dorset  v. 
Bell  an  ex  parte  application  for  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  Governor's  action  was  made  to  the 
Bench  in  Wellington.  What  did  the  Goremor  do  ? 
He  refused  to  plead ;  he  would  hare  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Supreme  Court :  but  nerertheless 
the  Judge  said  he  thought  the  action  of  the 
Goremor  was  illegal,  and  granted  an  injunction. 
But  the  Goremor  ignored  the  Supreme  Courts 
and  treated  it  with  contempt,  as  he  has  done 
since  ;  and,  departing  from  the  colony,  he  left  in 
operation  this  law,  which  gave  away  the  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown  within  fire  months  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislature.  He  and  he  alone 
gare  away  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown,  for  there 
was  predoue  little  to  gire  away  after  he  had  done 
this. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — ^No. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— I  say  Yes,  because,  although 
the  Legislature  met  shortly  afterwards,  ererybody 
knows  how  diflicult  it  is  to  raise  the  price  of 
land,  especially  when  there  is  very  little  money 
in  the  country.  Now  the  people  hare  their 
eyes  open,  because  there  is  money  and  there  are 
plenty  of  speculators ;  but  the  eyes  of  the  country 
were  not  then  open.  No  doubt  the  Gk>reraor  was 
attracted  by  the  popular  cry  in  some  parts  of  the 
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oolonj  to  make  land  cheap ;  but  be  was  not  an 
enlightened  Liberal  fighting  for  the  good  of  the 
people  then.  I  may  saj,  further,  that  there  is  a 
gentleman  residing  in  this  province — an  old  settler, 
a  man  of  credibility,  and  well  known  ia  the 
country — who  has  declared  that  in  a  conversation 
with  the  Governor  of  that  day  His  Excellency 
said  he  thought  it  would  be  advisable  that  a  class 
of  landed  gentry  should  be  created  in  this  country 
similar  to  that  which  exists  in  England.  Well, 
this  is  not  exactly  the  view  he  has  since  pro- 
mulgated, and  it  is  rather  amazing.  I  am  not 
going  to  charge  him  with  saying  anything  im- 
proper in  those  days,  but  I  do  accuse  him  of 
insincerity  in  attacking  the  Canterbury  members 
as  he  does.  With  regard  to  the  land  regulations 
in  Canterbury,  I  may  say,  without  going  ioto 
details,  that  the  honorable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  is  perfectly  mistaken  in  stating  that  the 
pastoral  licenses  which  hare  been  given  in  the 
Canterbury  Province  were  a  scheme  of  the  Can- 
terbury Association.  They  were  simply  created 
by  the  necessity  which  arose  owing  to  the  large 
quantities  of  land  lying  absolutely  idle  and  un- 
used, and  which  the  agent  of  the  Association 
found  it  necessary  to  utilize.  An  arrangement 
was  made,  and  the  terms  for  occupying  the  lands 
were  so  fixed  as  to  prerent  anybody  having 
a  monopoly  of  the  land.  The  terms  were  con- 
sidered hard,  and,  indeed,  they  were  such  that 
very  few  men  could  take  up  land  on  pastoral 
license  at  that  time.  Many  of  those  who  did 
take  up  land  on  this  system  were  simply 
ruined  altogether,  and  those  who  succeeded  did 
BO  in  consequence  of  their  hard  work,  and  for 
a  long  time  led  a  life  of  downright  hardship, 
more  severe  than  that  of  men  who  have  fol- 
lowed any  other  pursuit  in  this  colony.  And 
now,  at  this  time,  when  all  this  outcry  is 
made  against  the  pastoral  settlers,  I  would  ask, 
Who  are  they?  There  are  very  few  indeed  of 
them  left,  and  those  who  are  left  are  struggling 
with  country  that  very  few  settlers  would  like  to 
go  upon.  The  thing  is  absolutely  ridiculous. 
Talk  about  putting  freehold  settlers  on  a  hundred 
acres  of  mountain-sides  to  starve !  Everybody  who 
knows  the  country,  everybody  who  gives  the  mat- 
ter the  slightest  thought,  kuows  that  the  whole 
thing  is  a  perfect  farce — a  mere  claptrap  outcry 
to  try  and  get  a  little  cheap  popularity.  And 
the  proof  is,  that  the  cry  does  not  come  from 
Canterbury.  Every  possible  effort  has  been 
made  to  teach  this  doctrine  to  the  people  there, 
but  they  cannot  believe  it.  Every  candidate  from 
that  part  of  the  country  for  the  last  three  years 
has  had  that  question  out  on  the  hustings,  and 
the  people  have  indorsed  the  acts  of  their  repre- 
sentatives. To  show  how  little  the  honorable 
member  knows  about  the  so-called  gridironing  of 
the  country,  it  may  surprise  him  to  hear  that  the 
very  case  at  the  Rakaia  which  he  brought  forward 
as  an  instance  was  a  case  in  which  an  outsider 
gridironed  a  runholder's  land  to  the  extent  of 
1,200  acres,  with  a  view  of  compelling  him  to  sell 
his  run.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  that  when 
the  present  Premier  issued  the  Land  Eegulations 
of  1853  he  did  so  under  instructions  from  the 
Colonial  Office.  I  give  the  hon(»ftbld  gentUmMi 
Mr,  Bowen 


credit  for  believhig  that  statement  to  be  correct 
when  he  made  it,  but  he  is  absolutely  misinformed 
as  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  fact  is» 
that  there  were  no  instructions  to  sell  the  land 
at  a  particular  price.  The  case  was  this :  By  the 
72nd  section  of  the  Constitution  Act  power  was 
given  to  the  Assembly  to  deal  with  the  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown.  There  wos  a  proviso  to  that 
section.  By  the  Constitution  Act  the  Assembly 
had  power  to  make  laxot  tor  dealing  with  the 
waste  lands;  and  the  proviso  was  that,  until 
this  Legislature  came  into  being,  the  Goremor 
should  have  power  to  regulate  the  sale  of  waste 
lands  under  instructions  under  the  sign  manual. 
It  was  claimed  that  these  instructions  were  for- 
warded in  a  despatch  from  Sir  John  Pakington, 
giving  the  Governor  power  to  make  regulations 
under  the  existing  law  for  carrying  on  the  land 
sales  of  the  country  ;  but  there  was  not  the  least 
idea  that  the  Governor  was,  within  a  few  months 
of  the  opening  of  Parliament,  to  alter  the  whole 
price  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  against 
the  interests  of  tho.«e  who  in  the  New  Zealand 
Company's  settlements  had  bought  land  at  £1 
an  acre,  who  in  Canterbury  had  paid  £3  an 
acre  for  it,  and  who  in  Otago  had  paid  £2  an 
acre  for  it.  I  said  before  that  tliis  action  was 
not  a  liberal  action ;  and  1  may  say,  with  regard 
to  the  whole  cry  of  liberality,  so  much  afieoted 
just  now,  that  what  disgusts  honorable  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  is  the  absolute  im- 
posture of  the  whole  position  taken  up  by  the 
so-called  Liberal  party.  A  groat  deal  has  been 
said  about  "  party  lines  "  being  drawn.  I  should 
like  to  know  what  they  are.  1  venture  to  say 
that  if  jou  were  to  throw  such  a  question  as  that 
of  free-trade  into  your  "  party  lines  "  there  would 
at  once  be  the  utmost  confusion.  The  honorable 
member  for  Grey  and  Bell,  in  a  speech  which  I 
am  sure  every  one  in  the  House  was  glad  to  hear, 
and  which  was  very  instructive,  gave  us  some  idea 
of  what  a  man  who  has  come  fresh  from  the  great 
burning  questions  of  Liberalism  and  Conservatism 
in  England  thinks  of  the  cry  out  here.  1  venture 
to  say  that  if  even  Mr.  Gladstone,  the  leader  of  the 
Liberal  party  at  Home,  or  such  a  man  as  the  late 
Mr.  John  Stuart  Mill,  or  any  other  of  the  great 
Liberal  leaders  in  England,  were  to  come  out 
here  and  propound  his  views  on  the  subjects  now 
before  this  country,  he  would  be  hooted  down 
as  a  rank  Conservative  by  those  who  are  ready 
to  raise  a  popular  cry.  But  a  popular  ory  is 
not  necessarily  a  Liberal  cry.  We  have  plenty 
of  illiberal  cries  made  popular  to  the  people 
when  hounded  on  by  demagogic  action.  Sir, 
the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  picked  out 
a  few  extracts  from  the  speech  of  my  honorable 
friend  the  member  for  Selwyn,  when  he  was  in 
the  Legislative  Council,  delivered  in  reply  to  one 
made  by  that  distinguished  leader  of  the  Liberals 
the  Colonial  Secretary.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man picked  out  these  extracts  and  used  them 
without  any  context,  and  asked  the  House  to  con- 
demn my  honorable  friend  in  consequence  as  a 
rank  Tory.  It  is  very  easy  to  pick  extracts  out  of 
a  speech,  and,  without  giving  the  context,  ask  the 
House  to  form  a  judgment  upon  them  ;  but  it  is 
not  90  easy  to  get  the  House  to  form  a  judgment 
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on  snth.  groonds.  There  are,  no  doubt,  differences 
of  opinion  on  thia  tide  of  the  House  on  many 
matiers,  jost  as  there  are  on  the  other  side ;  but 
one  is  really  amazed   to  hear  supporters  of  a 
GoTemment  which  is,  I  suppose,  about  the  most 
patchwork  Ooremment  that  ever  sat  upon  those 
benches— and  when  I  say  **  patciiwork"  I  mean 
the  most  extraordinary  mixture  of    ideas  and 
opinions  that  has  ever  been  got  together — it  is 
amaxing,  I  repeat,  to  hear  a  supporter  of  such  a 
Ooremment  talking  about  the  incongruous  ele- 
ments of  this  side  of  the  House.     There  may 
be  differences  of  opinion  amongst  us — there  must 
be  differences  of  opinion  amonf^st  us ;  but  I  yen- 
tore  to  eay  there  are  fewer  differences  of  opinion 
among«t    all    the   supporters  of   my  honorable 
friend  the  member  for  Selvryn   than   there  are 
amongst  the  first  half-dozen  gentlemen  whom  you 
may  chance  to  pick  out  on  the  otlier  side.     We 
need  not  go  back  to  what  they  said  six  or  seven 
Tears  ago,  but  to  what  they  hare  said  within  the 
kst  few  months,  to  prove  this.     Amongst  other 
things   we   are   told   that   triennial  Parliaments 
it  one  of  the  leading  principles  of  their  plat- 
form.    Look   at  the   Minister  of  Lands.     Does 
he  belieTe  in  that  principle?    Why,  he  told  us 
only  a  few  months  ago  that  he  was  most  strongly 
opposed  to  it.     I  could  go  through  many  other 
instances  of    the  most  amazing   differences  of 
opinion  amongst  those  honorable  gentlemen,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  necessary  to  do  so,  and  I 
do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House.    It 
is  absolutely  absurd  and  ridiculous  to  talk  about 
party  lines  here.    The  fact  is,  there  can  be  no 
permanent  partr  lines  in  a  new  country.    Parties 
mast  be  formea  as  circumstances  arise.    Parties 
have  been  formed  for  a  time  when  such  queetiona 
as  the  abolition  of  provinces  have  come  before 
OS,  and  this  will  occur  again  when  such  questions 
at  Free-trade  and  Protection  are  before  the  coun- 
tiy ;  but  to  say  that  there  are  a  Liberal  party  and 
a  Conservative  party  in  a  country  where  nothing 
has  yet  arisen  to  conserve  is  simply  absurd.    It 
is  absurd  for  the  honorable  getitleman  to  say 
that  hitherto  Liberalism  has  only  been  in  lan- 
guage, and  that  now,  under  the  present  Govern- 
ment, it  is  action.    I  should  reverse  that,  and 
aay  that  Liberalism  has  hitherto  been  oction  and 
now  it  only  talk.    Take,  for  example,  the  land 
laws  of  the  colony.    The  Constitution  Act  gave 
the  people  power  to  deal  with  the  land,  and 
they  have  done  so.    In  1877  the  most  liberal 
land  law  that  vras  ever  produced  in  this  colony, 
or  in  any  of  the  Australian  Colonies,  was  brought 
down  by  Mr.  Donald  Beid.    He  is  not  now  a 
member  of  the  House :  I  regret  it,  and  I  am  sure 
eveiy  member  of  the  House  must  regret  it,  for 
he  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  defenders  of 
£ree  and  liberal  land  laws  that  ever  lived  in  this 
eoantry.     When  he  brought  down  this  measure, 
who  was  the  strongest  opponent  of  it?    Sir,  it 
was  the  Premier.    He  was  not  merely  the  Par- 
liamenlary  opponent  of  it,  but  he  was  the  uncon- 
stitutional opponent  of  it  behind  the  scenes,  and 
he  endeaTOui^  to  burke  that  measure  secretly 
because  there  was  something  in  it  of  which  he 
did  not  approve.    Unfortunately,  that  something 
«u  a  Gftnterbiury  qaestioui  which  appears  to  be 


his  bSte  noire.    He  thought  it  his  duty,  after  that 
measure  had  passed  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature, to  advise  the  Governor  to  veto  it,  in  oMer 
that  he  might  get  his  own  way  in  spite  of  Par- 
liament ana  colleagues.    And  what  is  the  most 
serious  part  of  the  business  is,  that  he  comes  down 
now  and  says  he  would  do  it  again.     I  wish  to 
draw  particular  attention  to  that  fact,  and  to  ask 
whether  we  can  possibly  believe  that  an  honorable 
gentleman  understands  what  true  constitutional 
government  is,  who,  having  done  such  an  act  as 
that,  comes  down  here  and  says  he  would  do  it 
again.     And  I  have  no  doubt  be  would.    To  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  say  that  nothing  very 
serious  has  been  brought  against  the  Government, 
I  would  say.  Let  them  consider  those  words — 
that  in  cold  blood,  after  mature  considexation, 
after  full  discussion,  when  his  own  party  have 
condemned  him,  when  every  person  has  agread 
that  his  act  was  most  unconstitutional,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  says,  "  I  would  do  it  again."   The 
fact  of  the  matter  is,  it  is  only  of  a  piece  with 
the  utter  contempt  for  the  control  of  Parliament 
which  this  Government  have  shown  throughout. 
If  honorable  gentlemen  aak,  ''What    have  the 
Government  done  to  be  turned  out  of  office  ?  "  I 
say.  Such  an  act  as  that,  in  defiance  of  the  vrill 
of  Pariiament,  would  be  in  any  other  country 
sufficient  to  unseat  them.     But  that  is  not  the 
only  occasion  on  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  declaimed  so  loudly  about  Liberalism 
has  led  his  Government  to  defy  the  action  of 
Parliament.    I  might  go  back  to  the  story  of  the 
railways  —  I  might  cite  many  other  instances  ; 
but  I  say  that  any  one  of  these  acts  would  be 
sufficient  in   any  other  country  to  unseat  the 
Government.    To  speak  of  another — it  is  a  small 
amount  as  compared  to  the  amounts  to  whioh  we 
are  committed  by  these  railway  transactions  ; 
but  I  ask  whether  any  Government  would  be 
allowed  to  sit  on  the  Treasury  benches  in  Eng- 
land for  a  single  day,  if  they,  without  any  regard 
to  the  public  service,  acted  as  this  Government 
did  with  regard  to  Mr.  Lamaoh's  trip  Home.    It 
is  announced  in  this  House  that  he  is  going  Home 
at  his  own  expense ;  it  is  announced  that  his 
visit  to  England  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Public  Treasury ;  it  is  announced  that  the  colony 
will  be  put  to  no  expense  on  his  account ;  and 
then  we  hear  that,  without  any  authority  or  vote 
of  this  House,  the  Government  have  made  him  a 
present  of  £2,000.    I  say  that  was  a  most  un- 
constitutional act,  and  deserving  of  the  utmost 
reprobation.    Sir,  we  are  all  agreed  at  the  pre- 
sent time  that  there  must  be  on  amendment  in 
the  electoral  laws.    But  what  is  the  history  of 
the  electoral  laws  of  New  ZeaUnd  P    Is  it  true 
that  all  these  reforms  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment are  now  proposed  for  the  first  time  ?    Why, 
Sir,  there  has  been  a  continued  advance  in  the 
electond  laws  ever  since  the  time  when  the  Con- 
stitution Act  was  promulgated.    We  have  had  con- 
stant and  frequent  changes,  and  the  measure  now 
brought  in  by  the  Government  is  not  much  more 
than  a  consolidation  of  the  laws  passed  from 
time  to  time  in  days  gone  by.    It  has  been  said 
by  some  honorable  members  that  this  new  law 
will  not  add  many  names  to  the  rolL    I  am  aafcit- 
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fied  myself  that,  though  it  vrill  improve  and  sim- 
plify the  rolls,  it  will  not  add  to  them.  It  will 
not  add  to  the  rolls,  but  it  will  put  the  rif^ht 
men  upon  them,  and  therefore  do  good.  The 
rolls  at  present  are  -very  badly  made  out ;  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  all  ratepayers  and  all 
lodgers  can  be  put  on  the  rolls.  This  residential 
franchise  is  an  improvement  and  a  simplification 
of  the  law,  and,  if  it  is  properly  introduced,  it 
will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  country  j  but  there  is 
nothing  very  new  or  particularly  liberal  about  it. 
It  is  an  improvement  in  maclunery  more  than 
anything  else.  The  franchise  at  present  is  so  low 
that  almost  anybody  can  get  a  vote  if  he  chooses 
to  take  the  trouble.  This  proposed  law  will  give 
men  less  trouble ;  and  I  hope  the  registration 
Bvstem  under  it  will  be  a  great  deal  better  than  is 
the  case  at  present.  What  we  want,  above  all 
things,  is  to  enable  every  man  who  is  a  resident 
in  the  country,  and  has  a  real  stake  in  the  coun- 
try— I  do  not  mean  a  pecuniary  stake,  but  a 
residential  interest  in  the  country  —  to  have  a 
vote.  We  want  to  avoid  that  great  mistake  made 
by  the  Americans,  and  to  exclude  aliens  from  the 
franchise ;  and  I  believe  that  the  law  as  proposed 
will  do  that.  Therefore  1  think  there  is  a  general 
consent  in  the  House  that  that  law  should  be 
passed  ;  but  I  say  that  there  is  nothing  particu- 
larly new  or  liberal  about  it.  As  to  the  Iriennial 
Parliaments  Bill,  that  is  merely  a  question  of 
detail  on  which  there  are  differences  of  opinion 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and  honorable  gentle- 
men who  call  it  a  principle  have  not  considered  it 
very  seriously.  I  myself  am  opposed  to  the  Tri- 
ennial Parliaments  luill.  I  have  told  my  con- 
stituents so  several  times,  and  I  may  say  that  they 
have  always  agreed  with  me.  I  am  opposed  to  it 
on  liberal  grounds.  I  maintain  that  the  Triennial 
Parliaments  Bill,  if  passed,  will  make  a  more 
serious  alteration  in  our  Constitution  than  honor- 
able members  realize.  It  will  practically  do  away 
with  the  possibility  of  any  sudden  and  unex- 
pected appeal  to  the  people  on  great  subjects 
which  are  before  the  country,  because  when  Par- 
liaments are  triennial  the  practical  effect  will  be 
that  they  will  be  allowed  to  run  out.  There  is 
another  very  serious  alteration  which  will  be 
made  in  the  Constitution,  and  it  is  a  matter 
which  has  been  discussed  in  England.  I  read 
the  other  day  a  very  able  paper,  written  from  a 
Liberal  point  of  view,  advocating  quinquennial 
Parliaments  in  England  as  the  best*  system.  The 
writer  was  opposed  to  septennial  Parliaments,  but 
he  said  there  was  a  general  consensus  amongst 
leading  Liberals  that  triennial  Parliaments  would 
be  too  short,  and  that  the  quinquennial  system 
was  a  very  fiiir  compromise.  This  was  the  reason 
he  gave — and  I  think  it  is  a  very  eood  one  too  :  It 
has  been  the  unwritten  law  and  the  custom  in 
England  that  no  Parliament  should  be  allowed  to 
expire  by  effluxion  of  time,  because  it  has  always 
been  thought  unadvisable  that  a  Parliament  should 
be  allowed  to  expire  at  a  time  which  might  be  in- 
convenient to  the  country.  For  instance,  a  Par- 
liament might  expire  in  the  middle  of  a  great 
war,  or  at  a  time  when  there  was  serious  monetary 
pressure  in  the  country,  when  a  general  election 
would  not  be  advisable.  Therefore  it  has  been 
Mr,  Bowen 


always  considered  that  it  is  the  reeponsibilitj 
and  the  duty  of  the  Government  for  the  time 
being  to  choose  some  convenient  time  for  a 
disscuution  of  Parliament,  about  a  ^ear  before 
its  dissolution  would  be  due  by  effluxion  of  time. 
Therefore  a  quinquennial  Parliament,  according 
to  the  unwritten  law  of  England,  would  be  dis- 
solved in  about  four  years.  But,  as  it  was  pointed 
out,  if  you  have  a  triennial  Parliament  you  must 
let  it  run  out,  because  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that 
the  country  would  submit  to  all  the  turmoil  of  a 
general  election  every  two  years.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, this  is  a  matter  of  detail.  It  is  absurd  to 
call  it  a  particularly  liberal  provision .  It  is  a  ques- 
tion  upon  which  men  may  fairly  differ  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.  For  my  own  part  I  believe  it 
would  be  an  alteration  in  the  Constitution  which 
would  not  be  for  the  better,  and  therefore  I 
should  be  disposed  to  vote  against  it.  But  I 
know  there  is  a  very  general  feeling  in  the  House 
in  favour  of  the  Triennial  Parliaments  BiU,  and 
that  it  is  not  a  question  which  divides  one  aide 
of  the  House  from  the  other,  but  rather  one 
which  divides  both  sides.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man also  threw  a  stone  at  \aj  honorable  friend 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  on  the  question  of 
education.  Now  it  is  quite  true  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  and  myself  differ  in  opinion  on 
that  question.  But,  Sir,  is  there  no  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  on  the 
question  ?  I  should  like  to  know  whether  all  the 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Government  benches 
agree  with  the  Minister  of  Mines,  who  certainlj 
has  gone  a  great  deal  further  than  the  honorable 
member  for  Selwyn  in  the  denominational  views 
which  he  advocates  with  regard  to  education. 
Many  years  ago,  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury, 
long  before  the  question  of  a  national  system  of 
education  was  mooted,  I,  for  one,  gave  up  the 
denominational  system  because  I  found  that  it  did 
not  educate  the  people.  Like  many  others,  I  was 
brought  face  to  lace  with  the  fact  that  there  were 
a  large  number  of  children  in  the  colony  growing 
up  little  street  Arabs,  absolutely  uneducated,  and 
without  the  means  of  getting  any  knowledge, 
human  or  divine ;  and  I  was  satisfied,  with  manj 
better  than  myself,  that  we  must  give  up  any 
feelings  or  ideas  we  had  on  particular  denomina- 
tional questions,  and  determine  that  the  children 
of  the  land  should  be  educated.  And  I  rejoice 
more  in  having  been  able  to  take  part  in  giving 
education  nationally  to  every  child  in  the  coun- 
try than  about  any  other  public  matter  in  which 
I  had  a  hand ;  and  I  shall  certainly  never  be 
a  party  to  any  action  which  will  endanger  the 
national  education  of  the  people.  There  are 
differences  of  opinion  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  I  respect,  while  I  do  not  agree  with,  the 
scruples  which  some  honorable  gentlemen  have 
on  this  question ;  but  I  may  say  that  the  oaes- 
tion  of  national  education  is  settled.  Tnere 
is  nothing  that  will  ever  break  it  down.  Year 
by  year,  as  it  goes  on,  the  people  are  becom- 
ing determined  that,  whatever  details  may  be 
altered,  there  shall  be  no  attempt  at  a  recurrence 
to  a  denominational  system.  At  the  present  time 
what  the  coimti^  wants  above  all  things,  and  the 
most  liberal  thing  that  oould  be  done  for  the 
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oountry,  is  to  hare  carted  awaj  as  qoicklj  as  pos- 
sible these  sham  Bills  that  have  been  dangling 
before  the  country,  not  to  be  passed,  but  to  be 
used  at  elections.  Get  them  done  with ;  get 
them  passed ;  stop  this  dangling  of  them  in  the 
House,  and  danghng  of  them  again  on  the  hus- 
tings, and  let  us  get  to  the  business  of  the  coun- 
^ — to  the  social  legislation  which  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  country.  Let  us  get  to  a  sim- 
idification  of  the  finance  of  the  country ;  let  us 
get  to  the  prosecution  of  public  works ;  and  do 
not  let  us  see  the  people  in  a  country  like  this 
positirely  asking  for  bread  and  getting  a  stone ; 
do  not  let  us  see  numbers  of  the  unemployed 
coming  together  in  different  parts  of  the  country 
and  asking  for  work,  only  to  be  told  that  t)ie 
Legislature  is  too  busy  squabbling  about  what 
are  called  liberal  measures  to  attend  to  them.  I 
say  that  these  measures  can  be  settled  Tery 
quickly  if  both  sides  of  the  House  are  deter- 
mined to  pass  them.  They  were  willing  to  pass 
them  last  year,  and  it  was  the  Government  who 
prevented  their  passing.  Let  us  cart  them  out 
of  the  way,  and  then  let  us  get  to  the  work  of 
the  country.  Then,  Sir,  there  is  this  question  of 
taxation.  That  has  got  to  be  settled  ;  and  I  fail 
to  see  that  there  is  any  particular  Liberalism 
about  t^e  proposal  of  the  other  side  of  the  House 
as  opposed  to  the  proposal  of  this  side  of  the 
House.  Everjbody  is  agreed  that  a  great  im- 
prorement  can  be  made  in  the  system  of  taxa- 
tion, but  I  fail  to  see  that  it  is  a  liberal  proceeding 
to  pick  out  a  particular  interest  in  the  country, 
and  to  tax  it,  while  the  rest  of  the  property 
in  the  country  remains  untaxed.  It  is  not  a 
liberal  measure  to  pick  out  the  backbone  of 
the  coimtry  —  people  who  go  upon  the  land  — 
who  have  come  out  from  England,  as  every 
one  does,  with  the  hope  of  getting  on  the  land 
—  and  tax  these  people's  property,  and  leave 
all  the  property  accumulated  by  capitalists  un- 
taxed, because  it  does  not  happen  to  be  land. 
And  then  I  do  not  think  that  the  present  Land- 
Tax  Act  is  a  particularly  liberal  measure, — an  Act 
which  has  overwhelmed  the  country  with  a  system 
of  valuations  which  are  unintelligible  to  anybody 
interested  in  them — valuations  which  are  unequal 
and  unfair — valuations  the  principle  of  whioii  I 
do  not  believe  the  Government  themselves  un- 
derstand, and  which  are  based  upon  fallacious 
attempts  at  a  grand  new  system  of  political 
economy.  There  was  plenty  of  talk  alx)ut  the 
principle  on  which  the  valuations  were  intended 
to  be  made  under  the  Land-Tax  Act  when  it  was 
brought  forward.  I  ask  whether  every  prophecy 
then  made  on  this  side  of  the  House  has  not  been 
fulfilled,  and  more  than  fulfilled — whether,  as 
was  prophesied,  the  whole  system  has  not  been 
a  complete  failure  —  whether  everybody  is  not 
disgusted,  from  one  end  of  the  coimtry  to  the 
oiW,  at  the  manner  in  which  the  land-tax  is 
attempted  to  be  levied.  And  I  venture  to  say 
Uiat  the  Government  will  be  startled  at  the  law- 
suits which  will  arise  before  they  finger  one 
penny  of  the  tax.  I  am  quite  certain  the  country 
will 'not  be  satisfied  until  there  is  a  system  of 
taxation  which  is  equal  for  all.  I  was  rather 
amaied  at  hearing  the  Premier,  the  other  night, 
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throw  overboard  his  own  statement,  made  in  this 
House  about  two  years  ago,  when  he  delivered 
a  speech  in  which  he  maintained  that  every  man 
ought  to  pay  in  proportion  to  his  holding  and 
his  property.  He  described  the  glow  of  vir- 
tuous pleasure  with  which  the  poor  man  would 
throw  his  mite  into  the  Treasury,  and  say, 
"  As  I  have  paid,  now  I  can  call  upon  the  rich 
man  to  pay  m  proportion  to  his  wealth,"  and 
he  told  us  how  the  man  who  had  little  means 
would  scorn  to  have  a  difierent  tax  put  upon  the 
rich  man's  land  from  the  tax  which  was  put  upon 
his  own.  Now,  Sir,  that  is  all  thrown  overboard, 
and  there  is  a  new  expression  brought  forward, — 
I  have  seen  it,  just  as  one  has  seen  the  expres- 
sion "  unearned  increment,"  in  many  books  and 
papers  of  late — that  taxation  should  be  according 
to  the  sacrifice  made.  When  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  thoroughly  explained  what  that  means — 
and  a  little  more  satisfactorily  than  ''unearned 
increment "  was  explained  from  the  Gt)vernment 
benches  last  year — the  House  may  be  inclined  to 
debate  that  question.  But  I  will  undertake  to 
say  that  the  feeling  among  all  Englishmen  is  that 
taxation,  to  be  fair,  must  be  equal,  and  in  propor- 
tion to  the  property  of  every  one,  and  that  no 
other  taxation  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  country 
or  to  any  man  in  it,  whether  he  be  rich  or  poor. 
We  all  hope  that  we  shall  venr  loon  come  to  a 
division  on  this  question,  and  I  certainly  do  not 
wish  to  stand  in  the  way.  There  are  many  other 
matters  referred  to  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  which  might  be  discussed  at  some 
length,  but  I  shall  not  detain  the  House  now  bj 
alluding  to  them.  I  hope  that  Liberalism,  in  its 
true  sense,  will  be  the  watchword  of  this  House 
and  of  this  country ;  but  I  hope  that  it  will  not 
be  a  clap-trap  pretence,  and  that,  above  all,  it  will 
be  a  Liberalism  which  shall  seek  to  level  up,  and 
not,  as  the  Premier  has  attempted  to  do,  to  level 
down. 

Mr.  TAINUI.  — I  stand  up  to  address  this 
House.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  John 
Hall.  I  knew  him  when  he  lived  at  Otautau. 
What  I  am  looking  at  is  his  descent  from  the 
other  House  to  this.  To  my  mind  it  seems  that 
he  looked  down  and  wished  to  bring  about  a  resur- 
rection ;  but  he  comes  to  this  House,  I  believe, 
to  be  buried.  Probably,  after  he  has  been  in  this 
House  some  time,  and  sees  some  of  his  friends  go 
to  the  wall  in  the  other  House,  he  will  want  to 
rush  back  there.  I  know  him.  He  has  been  a 
long  time  in  this  House  attemptins  to  make  laws 
for  Europeans  and  Maoris,  but  I  ao  not  consider 
that  during  the  time  he  has  been  in  the  several 
Governments  he  has  framed  any  law  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Maori.  I  think  Sir  William  Fox  is 
the  proper  person  to  lead  the  Opposition,  although 
we  only  have  his  spirit  here  during  the  present 
session.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  present  Oppo- 
sition if  they  are  able  to  dear  away  all  the 
grievances  that  have  befallen  the  Natives.  I  am 
certain  that  if  they  gain  the  seats  of  the  Ministry 
they  will  never  be  able  to  do  so.  I  can  see  that 
the  laws  concerning  the  Maori  people  have  been 
very  injurious.  I  have  not  seen  any  measure  yet 
that  has  been  for  their  good,  and  I  would  ask 
that  any  future  measures  affecting  the  Maori« 
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■hould  be  so  framed  as  to  place  them  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  Europeans.  Do  not  insert  in 
these  special  Bills  that  are  brought  in  anything 
damaging  to  the  Maoris,  but  let  them  work 
under  the  same  laws.  The  Opposition  can  see 
that  Sir  George  Qtrey  is  at  the  head  of  the 
QoTemment ;  and  let  him  adopt  his  own  course, 
because  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  will  be  able  to 
remedy  some  of  the  wrongs.  He  may  not  be  able 
to  remedy  them  entirely,  but  ho  will  do  so  to  a 
certain  degree,  notwithstanding  that  the  honor- 
able memb«r  for  Eaiapoi  said  tlmt  when  Sir  G-eorge 
Gh-ey  was  Governor  he  made  those  laws  for  the 
Maoris.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  present  contest  is 
simply  one  between  one  side  and  the  other,  and 
it  is  Tery  hard  to  say  which  side  will  win.  The 
Natires  of  the  Middle  Island  think  that  there 
has  been  nothing  done  for '  their  good  so  far  by 
the  present  GoTemment ;  but  what  they  look 
to  is  this :  that  good  laws  connected  with  the 
lands  of  the  Maori  people  are  steadily  progressing, 
and  the  land  is  their  great  and  only  treasure. 
That  is  the  only  thing  that  is  left  to  them,  and 
they  look  to  it  as  being  rery  important  that 
good  measures  relating  to  their  land  should  be 
brought  down  by  the  Goyernment,  so  that  both 
races  might  liye  together  peaceably,  and  on 
friendly  terms.  When  such  measures  are  brought 
down,  I  shall  express  myself  further  upon  them. 
Mr.  TAWHAI. — I  now  stand  up  to  giye  ex- 

fression  to  the  thoughts  which  brought  me  here, 
will  speak  of  the  ideas  which  haye  emanated 
from  several  members  who  haye  spoken  during 
the  last  few  nights.  In  the  first  place,  I  heard 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hall  to  the 
efiect  that  the  Mouse  had  no  confidence  in  the 
present  Ministry.  It  appears  to  be  the  usual 
thing,  and  a  thing  that  is  looked  forward  to  by 
many  members  in  this  House,  that  one  side 
should  fight  against  the  other.  I  do  not  see  any 
good  in  that  whatever.  A  great  deal  of  harm  is 
done  in  this  kind  of  warfare,  and  this  harm  ex- 
tends to  people  outside  of  this  House.  Instead 
of  members  devoting  their  time  to  the  passing  of 
measures  which  will  benefit  the  country,  they 
waste  the  time  of  the  House  in  useless  conten- 
tion. It  may  be  profitable  to  those  who  indulge 
in  this  sort  of  thing,  but  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  it  is  not  so  to  the  people  outside.  With 
regard  to  the  northern  part  of  this  Island,  the 
people  there  have  not  yet  been  benefited  by  the 
Parliamentary  laws.  The  people  are  still  groatly 
injured.  Now,  is  it  a  proper  thing  to  heap 
hium  on  the  people  of  the  colony  through  this 
fighting  against  each  other?  I  heard  an  ex- 
pression from  Mr.  Saunders  implying  some- 
thing against  the  Maori  dual  yote.  I  would 
ask  what  harm  there  is  in  giving  the  Maoris 
the  dual  yote  or  in  placing  their  names  ou  the 
electoral  roll.  The  Maoris  of  New  Zealand  are 
not  adventurers.  They  do  not  come  from  other 
lands.  The  country  belonged  to  themselyes. 
They  inherited  it  from  their  ancestors.  It  was 
theirs,  and  now  these  lands  are  being  brought 
under  the  operation  of  the  Act,  and  the  mana  of 
the  Queen  is  over  them.  I  heard  from  Mr.  De 
Lautour  something  to  the  effect  that  it  was  Sir 
William  Fox  who  first  advocated  the  idea  that 
Mr.  Tainui 


the  Natives  should  be  placed  on  the  electoral 
roll.  Perhaps  my  old  friend  Sir  William  Fox 
thought  it  would  be  encouraging  me  too  much  to 
have  my  name  on  the  roll,  and  he  afterwards  re- 
pented of  his  first  act.  The  Opposition  are  appa* 
rently  of  the  same  opinion — that  I,  the  Maori, 
should  not  haye  my  name  on  the  roll.  I  haye  heard 
the  honorable  member  Mr.  Saunders  say  that  cer- 
tain words  were  used  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte — 
that  Bonaparte  said  his  young  recruits  were  food 
for  cannon ;  and  that  the  young  Greyites  were 
food  for  gammon.  I  should  think  it  would  haye 
been  better  applied  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself,  had  any  one  gone  over  and  followed  him. 
Looking  at  the  matter  as  it  is,  he  is  not  in  fayour 
of  the  Maoris  being  placed  on  the  electoral  rolL 
That  is  one  instance.  The  Opposition  say  tb«t  Sir 
George  Grey  is  a  yery  bad  man.  If  so,  I  now  say 
that  all  the  Europeans  are  bad.  The  whole  race 
are  bad.  The  honorable  member  Mr.  Hall,  and 
the  honorable  member  Mr.  Bowen,  were  in  the 
Goyernment  that  created  warfare  in  this  Island, 
and  it  is  not  fair  for  them  to  blame  the  present 
Government  when  they  themselves  were  respon- 
sible on  former  occasions.  I  am  grateful  that 
while  I  have  been  listening  here  I  have  not 
heard  one  bad  word  from  any  honorable  mem- 
ber said  against  the  Maoris.  All  the  eyils  that 
haye  arisen  in  New  Zealand  haye  sprung  up 
through  the  laws  of  the  Europeans.  Honorable 
members  have  referred  to  the  serious  troubles 
that  have  taken  place  in  different  parts  of  this 
Island,  and  they  have  named  the  present  Gk>yem- 
ment  as  being  the  origin  of  those  troubles.  But 
I  say  No.  What  I  say  is,  that  the  real  cause  of 
these  troubles  is  the  law  which  provides  for  the 
Native  Land  Court,  through  which  surveyors  go 
on  the  laud  to  survey,  and  in  doing  so  get  shot 
at.  How  is  it  that  it  never  struck  your  people 
who  have  been  in  previous  Governments  that 
iliis  Native  Land  Court  should  be  eradicated? 
Several  Europeans  in  the  Waikato  District  baye 
been  shot,  and  have  lost  their  lives ;  and  also  in 
the  Ngapuhi  country  people  have  met  vrith  the 
same  fate  through  the  surveying  system.  Do 
not  blame  the  Government  of  Sir  George  Grey 
for  this  thing,  but  blame  the  previous  Go- 
vernments. When  the  Electoral  Bill  vras  being 
discussed  in  tliis  House  Sir  George  Grey  be- 
friended the  Maoris  and  supported  the  ide* 
of  the  dual  vote — a  thing  which  had  been  en- 
couraged by  Sir  William  Fox  in  days  gone  by. 
I  would  not  call  those  people  my  friends  who  are 
attempting  to  debar  me  from  having  my  name  on 
the  electoral  roll.  It  was  on  those  grounds,  prin- 
cipally, that  my  people  sent  me  here  to  repreeent 
them,  and  to  see  if  I  could  not  get  their  names 

? laced  on  that  roll.  They  elected  me  so  that 
should  stand  here  as  the  friend  of  Sir  George 
Grey,  as  the  fHend  of  Mr.  Sheehan,  and  of  their 
Government.  If  any  one  should  blame  me  for 
so  doing,  I  would  remind  him  that  at  least  I 
will  act  as  a  chief  should  act,  and  will  carry  ont 
what  I  came  here  to  do. 

Mr.  TOMOANA.— Sir,  I  congratulate  all  the 
members  of  this  House,  in  speaking  to  them  for 
the  first  time.  I  offer  them  my  best  wishes  and 
respects.    This  time  has  been  allotted  to  ns,  the 
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Maori  inemb«n,  to  exprees  our  feelings  and  ideas. 
The  reason  wbj  I  stand  up  at  the  present  time  is 
because  I  want  to  inform  the  House  what  mj 
feelings  are,  and  also  to  let  them  learn  how  I  am 
going  to  Tote.  The  first  thing  I  am  going  to  saj 
to  joa  is,  that  I  came  here  about  the  Native 
grieTanoes.  I  did  not  come  here  to  support  those 
who  were  against  the  Maoris,  but  I  came  here  to 
support  those  who  were  doing  well  for  them  and 
were  working  for  their  good.  I  have  onlj  a  few 
wordd  to  say  to  jou,  especially  about  the  words 
that  fell  from  the  lips  of  my  colleague  with  re- 
gard to  Sir  G^rge  Grey  not  having  done  any 
barm  in  this  Island.  I  feel  glad  at  his  having 
said  so.  I  have  seen  in  the  Scriptures  that  the 
first  sin  was  committed  by  Adam  aud  £ve.  Fol- 
lowing up  that,  I  will  say  that  Sir  George  Grey 
was  the  first  man  in  this  Island  who  mi^e  laws 
both  for  l!iun^)eans  and  Maoris,  not  only  about 
Napier,  but  also  at  the  very  place  my  honorable 
colleague  comes  from.  Ngapuhi  were  the  greatest 
tribe,  the  largest  and  roost  important  tribe,  in  this 
Island  of  New  Zealand ;  and  who  caused  their 
downfall?  Who  fought  against  Hone  Heke? 
Who  was  Waikato's  antagonist?  Who  took 
Waikato  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans ?  Now  I  come  to  the  time*when  a  new 
Government  was  searched  for  to  conduct  the 
a&irs  of  the  Island.  At  that  time  appeared  Sir 
George  Gtrej,  Although  the  Maoris  are  lo^ol 
subjects,  they  have  been  for  a  lonff  time  crying 
out  against  the  evils  oppressing  them  throug)i 
the  Europeans.  When  the  Grey  Government 
eame  into  power,  support  to  them  from  the 
Maoris  was  general;  they  praised  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  of  Sir  Geprge  Grey.  Now,  up  to  the 
present  time,  not  one  promise  has  been  made 
affecting  the  people  of  this  Island,  in  all  the 
nlacea  throughout  it,  that  has  been  fulfilled. 
I  have  not  many  words  to  say,  and  I  will 
not  use  any  strong  terms.  I  do  not  alto- 
tether  trust  in  the  administration  of  the  Native 
liinister.  I  do  not  think  he  has  administered 
Native  affairs  properly.  I  am  not  against  the 
Native  Minister  personally,  nor  against  the  Pre- 
mier. What  I  blame  is  the  mismanagement 
they  hare  caused  with  regard  to  Native  matters. 
The  first  thing  I  will  speak  about  is  this :  The 
Native  Minister  said  to  us,  "  If  I  [the  Native 
Ministerj  were  in  the  Government,  I  should  stop 
all  land  sales.  Secondly,  he  said,  "  If  I  get 
into  the  Government  I  will  stop  all  Native  Land 
Courts,  and  allow  the  Natives  themselves  to  in- 
vestigate questions  relating  to  the  Native  lands — 
their  own  lands."  On  the  East  Coast,  about 
Napier,  and  further  up  the  East  Coast,  all  the 
Maoris  agreed  to  have  a  Native  Parliament." 
They  raiMd  the  question  largely  among  the 
tribes,  and  in  furtherance  of  their  object  they 
sent  here  seyeral  petitions,  which  I  have  since 
seen  lying  about  uncared  for.  I  have  been 
reiy  much  pained  at  seeing  these  petitions 
lying  about  here  in  such  a  manner.  In  the  pre- 
set debate  I  feel  personally  sorry  for  the  Minis- 
try— ^my  lore  is  with  them  personally ;  but  I 
eannot  support  them  in  the  present  question,  be- 
cause I  haro  seen  the  laws  affecting  the  Natives. 
Tbo6«  laws  passed  referring  to  the  Maoris  have 


been  drawn  up  by  lavryers,  and  no  Maori  can 
understand  them.  Formerly  in  the  Natiye  Land 
Courts  there  were  no  lawyers  allowed  to  appear ; 
now  lawyers  are  allowed.  People  who  are  not  well 
off  and  have  not  plenty  of  money  cannot  cope, 
with  any  lawyer  in  the  Natiye  Land  Court — they 
are  at  a  disadvantage.  The  consequence  is  that 
any  one  who  has  very  little  money,  although  he 
has  a  rightful  claim  to  the  land,  loses  it,  and  the 
land  goes  to  the  person  who  is  able  to  pay  the 
lawyers.  Now,  I  look  at  the  present  position  of 
affairs  in  thid  way.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
is  a  new  man  to  me  in  this  House.  I  have  never 
heard  anything  about  him.  I  have  never  heard 
anything  said  against  his  name  ever  since  he 
has  been  in  this  House,  and  the  several  Go- 
vernments he  has  taken  part  in,  or  that  he  has 
done  anything  for  the  Maori  people.  There  are 
several  on  the  Opposition  side  who  are  large  land- 
holders, and  are  opposed  to  me ;  but,  as  I  have 
already  said,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  is  a 
new  man  to  me.  That  is  why  I  give  him  my 
support.  I  did  not  first  tell  him  what  I  thought 
and  ask  him  to  agree  to  it:  I  went  to  him. 
The  first  word  came  from  him.  Although  I 
had  wished  to  meet  him  before  that,  I  did  not 
say  anything.  The  very  first  word  he  said  to  me 
agreed  exactly  with  my  thoughts.  I  explained 
to  him  the  ideas  I  had  in  my  mind  concerning 
the  Maori  people.  Those  ideas  of  mine  wore 
connected  with  the  people  of  the  whole  of  this 
Island,  and  not  of  my  particular  district  alone. 
They  extended  to  those  Natives  who  are  loyal 
subjects  and  those  who  are  not  loyal.  I  said  to 
Mr.  Hall,  "If  your  side  gets  into  power,  will 
yoy  have  a  Native  Minister  ?"  He  said  "  Yes." 
**  Will  you  give  to  the  Native  Minister— to  the 
Maori  Minister  —  the  sole  power  of  managing 
Native  affairs  ?"  He  said  "  Yes."  I  exphuned 
to  him  that  I  was  not  speaking  about  those  lands 
which  have  been  operated  on  by  the  law — Crown- 
granted  lands — but  purely  Native  lands.  I  said 
the  lands  that  were  already  Crown-granted  the 
European  and  Maori  should  manage  together. 
When  he  agreed  to  all  my  ideas  concerning  the 
Native  race,  I  agreed  to  support  his  side.  I  shall 
exercise  my  vote  as  a  chief.  If  I  see  anything 
wrong  on  the  other  side  I  shall  attempt  to  over- 
throw them.  Whatever  side  I  see  is  right,  I  shall 
go  on  that  side.  As  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion agreed  to  what  I  explained  to  him  as  my 
views,  I  will  go  to  his  side.  If  the  Government 
remain  in  office,  well  and  good.  All  I  wish  is 
that  good  laws  may  be  framed  for  the  Maori 
people — better  than  have  been  hitherto.  If  they 
will  make  good  laws  I  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  supporting  them  j  but  now  I  will  vote  with  the 
Opposition.  That  is  the  conclusion  of  what  I 
have  to  say. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  I 
have  ever  risen  to  address  the  House  under  more 
humiliating  circumstances  than  the  present ;  for, 
though  I  iSways  feel  proud  of  being  a  member  of 
this  House,  and  being  able  .to  take  part  in  the 
business  of  the  country,  I  cannot  but  feel,  on  this 
occasion,  that  which  is  sometimes  termed  ennuU, 
There  has  been  nothing  said  during  the  last  few 
days,  especially  by  the  old  members  of  the  House, 
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that  has  not  heen  said  a  dozen  timee  previouslj 
daring  the  last  few  yean  ;  and  I  am  afraid  that 
what  I  am  obliged  to  say  this  afternoon  will  prove 
to  have  been  said  by  me  a  great  many  times  during 
the  last  few  years.  Indeed,  I  should  not  haye 
spoken  at  all  in  this  debate  bad  it  not  been  for  the 
oiroumstance  that  there  are  many  new  members 
in  the  House  who  otherwise  would  not  have  had 
a  chance  of  making  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  real  facts  of  the  case,  and  who  otherwise 
might  imagine  that  the  long  string  of  accusations 
levelled  against  the  Gh)vemment  are  based  upon 
facts.  I  must,  however,  before  proceeding  to 
other  matters,  state  this  to  honorable  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side :  that  my  absence  from  the 
House  during  the  time  they  were  speaking  has 
not  been  intended  as  any  act  of  discourtesy ;  but 
they  will  understand  this :  that  my  functions  are 
of  a  multifarious  character,  and,  owing  to  the 
press  of  other  matters,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
remain  in  the  House  to  listen  to  them.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  I  may  say  I  have  read  the  speeches 
of  all  members,  so  far  as  those  speeches  have  been 

J;iven  publicity  to,  and  I  dare  say  I  have  a  very 
air  iaea  of  what  lias  been  said.  I  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  hear  the  speeches  of  the  three 
Maori  members  wlio  have  just  sat  down,  and  I 
must  say  I  have  reason  to  be  pleased  with  the 
speeches  delivered  by  those  honorable  gentlemen. 
A  word  or  two  in  regard  to  them  :  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words.  The  first  gentleman  spoke 
very  plainly  indeed.  He  said,  "  Bad  is  the  best 
of  you  ;  "  and  with  that  statement  I  am  afraid  I 
must  concur.  I  think  that  all  of  us  are  to  blame 
for  the  very  little  we  have  done  for  the  Maori 
people.  The  second  honorable  gentleman  took 
what,  to  my  mind,  appeared  to  be  a  straightfor- 
ward party  stand;  he  said,  "I  have  been  re- 
tamed  to  support  the  present  Government.  I 
■hall  vote  as  a   chief  ought  to  do — keep   my 

Eromise,  and  vote  f^r  the  Q-ovemment."  Now 
)t  us  see  what  the  third  honorable  member 
•ays.  I  have  been  reading  for  a  few  days 
past  a  very  interesting  work,  entitled  "  Records 
of  the  Fast,"  and  we  have  now  had  before  us 
the  records  of  the  past  concerning  the  lost  ten 
or  fourteen  days.  It  has  been  rather  a  puzzle 
to  me  why  honorable  gentlemen  have  come 
to  me  and  said,  "  The  Maoris  are  gone ;"  "  We 
have  three  oat  of  the  four  Maoris ;"  "We 
have  two  out  of  the  four  Maoris,"  '*  You  will 
only  get  one  of  the  Maoris ;"  and  so  on.  Now 
we  have  some  light  thrown  on  the  subject.  It 
appears  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  been 
interviewing  the  Maori  members — that  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  and  the  Maori  members  have 
had  consoling  conversations  between  themselves ; 
and  the  result  is  apparent.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  East  Coast  says  Mr.  Hall  is  quite  a 
young  man.  Well,  to  me  and  all  those  who  know 
Mr.  Hall,  he  is  a  very  old  man  indeed.  Mr.  Hall 
out  his  wisdom-teeth  many  years  ago,  and,  if  any 
one  knows  what  he  is  about,  Mr.  Hall  does,  at 
toy  rate.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  will  read 
the  records  of  the  past  history  of  the  colony  he 
will  find-  that  Mr.  Hall  is  not  so  very  young  a 
man ;  and  he  will  find  out,  moreover,  all  that 
that  gentleman  has  done  for  the  Maori  people. 
Mr,  Sh€$han 


For  instance,  he  wifl  find  that  Mr.  Hall  was 
the  gentleman  who  was  instrumental,  in  the  jear 
1869,  in  shutting  out  the  whole  of  the  claims  of 
the  Maoris  in  the  South  Island,  and  that  he  did 
this  by  an  Order  in  Council  which  was  declared 
to  be  illegal  at  the  time,  and  required  validation 
by  an  Act  of  this  House.  After  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  known  Mr.  Hall  for  another 
twelve  months,  and  has  taken  into  consideration 
what  he  has  done  in  connection  with  the  Maori 
people,  he  will  then  have  a  very  different  esti- 
mate of  Mr.  Hall's  character — an  estimate  which, 
I  have  no  doubt,  will  have  an  appreciable  efieot 
on  his  vote  in  a  future  session.  I  am  not  speaking 
offensively  of  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn, 
but  rather  in  a  Fickwickian  sense:  still  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  assurances  which  have  been 
given  by  that  honorable  member  to  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District  and  other 
Native  members  are  assurances  which  he  does 
not  intend  to  carry  out,  and  could  not  carry  out 
if  ever  so  willing  to  do  so.  Let  me  tell  the  Maori 
members  that  there  occur  in  the  history  of  every 
parly,  both  Government  and  Opposition,  impor- 
tant times— critical  times — when  a  man  would 
pawn  his  shirt  for  a  vote.  That  is  the  case  with 
U9  at  the  present  time.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Eastern  Maori  District  were  to  go  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  and  ask  him 
to  make  a  railway  to  the  moon,  that  honorable 
gentleman  would  doubtless  reply,  "  Well,  per- 
sonally I  approve  of  the  idea ;  but  I  will  lay  it 
before  the  party."  If  my  honorable  friend  asked 
the  honorable  gentleman  for  an  unlimited  order 
upon  the  Fublio  Treasury,  he  would  reply,  **  The 
idea  is  really  a  very  good  one  :  I  will  submit  it  for 
consideration."  But  such  promises  are  worth 
nothing,  and  would  not  be  given  except  at 
these  critical  times.  But  such  promises  have 
not  been  all.  There  has  also  been  a  good  deal 
of  misrepresentation  going  on.  The  honorable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Tomoana)  asked  what  member 
first  made  war  on  the  Maoris  in  this  colony, 
and  he  went  on  to  say,  in  so  many  words,  pro- 
bably on  the  authority  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  that  the  first  war  was  made  by  Sir 
George  Grey.  If  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Eastern  Maori  District  had  read  anything  of 
the  history  of  the  colony  he  would  have  known 
that  the  first  war  was  in  full  swing  when  Sir 
George  Grey  came  here;  and,  moreover,  that  he 
was  the  first  person  to  establish  peace  and  grant 
an  amnesty  to  the  Maoris  who  had  taken  part  in 
the  war ;  and,  what  is  more,  he  did  not  take  one 
single  acre  of  land  from  the  Maoris.  Now  we 
come  to  the  Waikato  war.  We  are  told  by  the 
same  honorable  gentleman  that  Sir  George  Grey 
was  the  author  of  the  Waikato  war,  and  that  he 
was  the  author  of  the  confiscation  policy.  What 
are  the  facts  of  the  case?  Of  course  every  man 
must  have  an  instructor — a  schoolmaster — and 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  Dis- 
trict must  have  received  instruction  of  somex>ne ; 
but  I  trust  my  friend  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn  has  not  been  instructing  the  honorable 
meml>er  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District,  because 
I  am  sore  he  must  recognize,  from  hii  own 
sense  of  fair- play,  that  it  is  not  right  lo  pat  fislse 
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history  into  the  mind  of  a  man.  True,  we 
know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  Waikato 
war  was  begotten  of  the  Taranaki  war,  and  that 
Governor  Gore  Browne  was  the  man  who  made 
the  Taranaki  war,  and  not  Sir  George  Grey.  We 
know,  also,  that  Sir  George  Grey  was  opposed 
to  the  policy  of  confiscation,  and  that  it  was  this 
opposition  that  got  him  into  trouble;  in  fact, 
that  his  refusal  to  aeree  to  the  policy  of  confisca- 
tion led  to  his  recall  from  this  country.  If,  the 
honorable  member  will  look  into  history  and  see 
what  really  are  the  facts  he  will  find  he  is  quite 
right  in  saying  he  does  not  know  Mr.  John  Hall. 
We  hare  been  told  that  he  has  asked  the  honor- 
able member  for  Selwyn  if  he  would  establish 
a  Maori  Minister,  haTing  all  the  rights  and 
powers  of  a  European  Minister  as  to  Native 
lands  —  having  the  power  of  deciding,  with  re- 
gard to  Native  lands  not  Crown-granted,  tbat 
the  Native  Land  Court  should  be  abolished  ;  and 
Mr.  Hall  said,  "  Yes,  certainly  ;  of  course."  Can 
there  be  purer  bunkum?  What  can  be  more 
absurd  ?  Could  any  man  in  search  of  a  vote  go 
further?  I  may  tell  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  I  was  quite  aware  of  these  negotiations.  I 
knew  of  every  one  of  them,  as  they  were  going 
on  day  by  day :  nay,  more,  these  very  same 
questions  were  put  to  me,  .and  I  replied  "  No." 
What  does  it  mean  ?  It  means  a  Maori  Minis- 
ter, with  a  separate  department — a  separate  staff 
of  clerks.  And  yet,  when  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition is  asked  if  he  would  agree  to  this,  he 
replies,  "  Yes,  certainly  ;  if  you  will  vote  for  us." 
My  answer  was  "  No.  The  time  has  not  come 
for  that.  When  your  people  can  speak  English, 
when  you  take  part  in  the  Cabinet  Council  and 
talk  without  an  interpreter,  and  cease  to  have 
those  great  difierences  m  your  tribes,  then  will  be 
time  enough  for  a  Maori  Minister  to  be  put  in  the 
same  position  as  a  European  Minister."  That 
was  my  answer.  Now,  will  the  honorable  gentle- 
man dare  to  fulfil  his  promise  ?  He  dare  not.  I 
defy  him.  We  are  told,  also,  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  asked,  at  the  same  time,  "  Will 
you  agree  to  stop  all  sales  and  leases  of  lands  ?" 
Forth  came  again  the  same  answer,  the  condition 
being  the  same,  and  the  necessity  of  giving  the 
promise'greater  than  before,  perhaps — "Yes,  I  will 
stop  all  sales  and  leases."  Upon  my  word,  I 
have  done  some  little  lobbying  in  my  time,  and 
I  confess  that  I  have  occasionally  stretched  a 
point,  but  there  are  limits  beyond  which  I  have 
not  gone.  Well,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
tell  his  party  in  this  House  that  he  is  prepared 
to  make  a  Maori  Minister,  and  that  he  is  pre- 
pared to  stop  all  sales  and  leases  of  land 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Well,  I  take  the  statement 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori 
District.  I  say  that,  if  he  were  to  tell  his  party, 
there  are  not  five  members  of  his  party  who 
would  allow  him  to  fulfil  his  promise.  Why, 
as  to  promises,  it  seems  to  me  clear  that  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District 
oould  get  a  promise  of  anything  he  was  inclined 
to  ask  for;  and  when  he  goes  outside  to-ni^ht, 
after  the  division,  he  will  say,  "  I  am  surprised 
at  my  own  moderation."    Now,  there  is  a  habit 


we  have,  and  we  have  taught  it  to  the  Maoris,  of 
reducing  transactions  of  this  kind  to  writing,  so 
that  there  may  be  perpetual  testimony  of  what 
has  taken  place  ;  but  on  this  occasion,  it  is  eaid, 
there  was  a  desire  on  both  sides  to  be  bound  by 
words  of  honor.  The  honorable  member  for  the 
Eastern  Maori  District  had  made  his  demand, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  had  made 
his  promise,  therefore  it  was  unnecessary  to  reduce 
the  thing  to  writing.  That  was  a  very  good  plan, 
because  I  will  be  bound  that,  if  the  honorable 
member  for  Selwyn  had  attempted  to  put  his 
hand  to  paper  making  such  a  promise  as  that,  his 
party  henceforth  would  have  consisted  of  himself. 
He  dare  not  attempt  to  fulfil  such  a  promise. 
Let  us  see  now  whether  we  are  acting  fairly  in 
this  matter.  We  are  a  superior  race.  We  have 
introduced  Christianity  and  parliamentary  govern- 
ment into  the  country,  and  ought  to  set  a  good 
example  in  every  respect ;  yet  that  side  of  the 
House  on  which  there  is  a  flame  of  purity  burning 
which  is  not  to  be  found  here,  for  party  purposes, 
to  secure  a  vote  to  oust  a  Government,  to  gain 
these  benches — to  do  this,  I  say,  those  honorable 
gentlemen  are  prepared  to  eat  more  dirt  than 
I  could  swallow  in  a  lifetime.  There  is  just 
one  point  to  which  I  might  refer  before  I  pass 
OM.  My  friend  may  say,  ''Well,  yes,  we  admit 
that  it  was  an  indiscreet  tiling  to  do;  but  party 
pressure  was  strong,  and,  having  been  asked  to  do 
this,  we  could  not  refuse."  Now,  we  have  testi- 
mony that  my  honorable  friend  was  the  first  to 
make  these  proposals — that  he  went  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District,  and 
said,  "  If  you  will  vote  for  me,  I  will  do  so-and- 
so."  The  Native  member  says,  "  I  did  not  wish 
to  ask  first,  but  Mr.  Hall  saved  me  the  trouble  by 
proposing  it."  I  understand  my  honorable  friend 
does  not  know  of  the  action  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Selwyn  with  regard  to  the  Natives  in 
the  South  Island ;  so  I  will  repeat  that  by  his 
action  the  Native  people  in  that  Island  were 
altogether  shut  out  from  their  land. 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— They  were  given  a  paltry 
piece  of  land,  in  some  instances  not  more  than 
about  two  acres  in  extent  per  head,  and  an  order 
was  siened  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  which 
order  had  been  covered  by  a  vote  of  this  House, 
and  the  result  was  that,  up  to  the  present  time, 
but  for  the  action  of  this  Government,  there 
would  not  have  been  a  single  acre  of  land  for 
those  Natives.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  must 
be  some  break  in  the  narrative  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District,  or  he 
would  not  have  left  out  the  main  question — that 
question  which  most  nearly  affects  the  race  he 
represents — the  Maori  dual  vote.  I  should  have 
thought  that  he,  being  a  Maori,  and  therefore 
ready  to  do  everything  that  he  could  on  behalf 
of  his  people,  would  he  anxious  to  inquire  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  is  to  be  our  new 
Premier  what  he  was  going  to  do  for  the  Maori 
people  in  that  respect.  However,  his  history  of 
nis  relations  with  that  honorable  gentleman  is 
silent  upon  that  question.  Let  me  tell  him  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  has  done  in 
regard  to  that  matter.    The  honorable  member 
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for  the  Eastern  Maori  District  thinks  that  my 
honorable  friend  opposite  was  in  the  Government, 
or  became  a  member  of  the  Government,  which 
brought  in  the  Maori  dual  vote.  It  is  not  so  :  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Ministry  which  kept  it  back 
for  years.  Does  the  honorable  member  know  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  was  a  party  to 
the  movement  last  session — in  a  place  to  which  I 
cannot  further  refer — for  striking  out  the  Maori 
dual  vote  altogether?  It  is  a  positive  fact  that, 
after  the  honorable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori 
District  and  his  people  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
put  their  names  from  time  to  time  on  the  roll  so 
as  to  insure  their  votes,  this  person  whom  he  calls 
the  "  new  person  "  was  one  of  the  most  active  in 
taking  away  their  franchise.  If  that  is  incorrect, 
let  it  be  contradicted  at  once,  before  I  go  to 
another  point.  I  hear  no  contradiction,  so  I  will 
proceed.  I  have  no  intention  of  referring  to  the 
speeches  delivered  by  previous  speakers.  I  feel 
that  the  rest  of  the  House,  as  I  myself,  desire  to 
bring  this  debate  to  a  close  as  speedily  as  possible. 
We  have  counted  noses,  and  we  all  pretty  well 
know  what  the  result  will  be ;  so  that  the  sooner 
we  come  to  a  division  the  better,  in  order  that  we 
may  know  what  future  operations  may  be  neces- 
sary. I  shall  therefore  be  brief.  I  shall  follow 
the  course  which  I  took  last  session,  and  take  as 
my  text  the  speech  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, and  simply  refer  incidentally  to  those  points 
in  other  members'  speeches  which  may  relate  more 
especially  to  remarks  made  by  my  honorable 
friend  opposite.  First  of  a)  1,  as  a  matter  of  fair- 
play,  I  may  express  my  own  opinion — and,  I  am 
sure,  tho  opinion  of  every  member  on  this  side  of 
the  House — that  wc  rejoice  in  the  change  that 
has  been  made  in  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
Whatever  little  weaknesses  he  may  give  way  to 
outside  the  House  and  in  the  lobbies,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  inside  the  House  his  demeanour 
has  been  characterized  by  a  gentlemanly,  calm, 
and  conciliatory  spirit  which  has  saved  this  debate 
very  much  from  falling  into  the  depths  into  which 
the  debate  on  a  simimr  motion  fell  last  session. 
Of  course  it  must  be  a  matter  of  wonder  to  all  of 
us  that  the  Opposition,  who  claimed  to  possess 
then  within  their  ranks  all  the  talents,  have  not 
been  able  to  find  amongst  themselves  any  one 
person  able  to  take  their  lead,  and  have  been 
obliged  to  import  a  leader  from  abroad.  History 
repeats  itself.  I  have  heard  that  Oi-pheus  went 
to  the  infernal  regions  for  a  oertaiu  purpose,  and 
there  is  another  instance  of  something  of  the  same 
kind  being  done,  to  which  I  shall  not  refer.  But 
I  must  say  I  cannot  understand  that  the  party 
who  last  session  were  ready  to  govern  the  country 
should  now  have  been  obliged  to  import  an  honor- 
able gentleman  from  another  place  for  party  pur- 
poses. At  all  events,  the  honorable  gentleman, 
like  the  bad  shilling,  is  back  here  again,  and  we 
must  take  him  for  better  or  worse;  and  I  am 
thankful  that,  being  in  the  House,  he  has  taken 
up  a  rdle  that  no  man  could  better  take  up  than 
himself.  I  cannot  sa^  that  I  am  sorry  that  the 
gentleman  whose  position  he  has  taken  has  not 
returned,  although  towards  myself,  I  confess,  he 
was  generally  most  courteous,  and  when  he  niade 
attaokfl  upon  me  I  was  always  able  to  reply  to 
Mr,  Sheehan 


him  by  facts.  On  the  whole,  I  am  glad  the 
electors  of  Wanganui  have  given  him  time  for 
reflection.  I  observe  that,  following  the  old 
custom  of  our  Maori  brethren,  having  killed  him 
politically,  they  have  put  him  up  a  tree.  If  I 
were  to  ask  honorable  gentlemen  where  we  are 
now,  I  presume  there  are  very  few  who  could 
answer;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  make  out,  this  is 
our  position  :  In  1877,  the  present  Government 
turned  out  the  then  Government;  in  1878,  tho 
present  Government  had  a  majority  of  thirteen 
or  fourteen — but  I  may  explain  how  it  came  to 
pass  that  many  of  those  gentlemen  did  not  re* 
spond  to  the  rein.  The  fact  was,  that  they  liad 
been  only  recently  taken  from  the  run,  were  not 
well  broken  in,  and,  in  the  hands  of  the  old  and 
experienced  jockeys  of  the  Opposition,  were  some- 
times led  into  the  wrong  stable.  So  that  in  1878 
they  prevented  tho  Government  carrying  on  the 
business  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HUHSTHOUSE.— We  voted  for  you  half 
the  time. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— If  so,  all  I  can  say  is,  I 
should  not  care  to  have  such  votes  on  this  no- 
confidence  motion.  In  1879  this  new  Parliament 
was  returned.  Those  who  were  in  the  Parlia- 
ment on  the  occasion  of  its  last  meeting  will 
remember  the  extraordinary  change  whieh  came 
over  the  faces  of  my  honorable  friends  oppo- 
site when  they  heard  that  the  Governor  was 
going  to  grant  a  dssolution.  That  was  not  their 
programme.  They  were  so  anxious  to  carry  out 
the  liberal  measures  which  belonged  to  us  that 
they  wanted  io  go  on  with  them  at  once,  and 
wanted  no  dissolution.  But  a  dissolution  was 
granted ;  and  we  find  that,  while  the  Govern- 
ment went  to  the  country  with  a  minority  of 
fourteen,  they  ought  now  to  have  a  majority,  if 
every  vote  was  given  fairly  and  straightforwardly 
and  above-board.  Let  us  look  at  what  has  hap- 
pened. Out  of  seventeen  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition who  went  to  election,  only  three  have  come 
back  to  tell  the  tale.  Of  the  other  party,  only 
five  lost  their  seats ;  whereas  the  late  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  another  leading  man  of  that  party 
whom  I  am  really  sorry  not  to  see  here  again, 
have  been  left  out  in  the  cold.  Mr.  Whitaker  was 
beaten  in  his  own  stronghold — beaten  at  a  plaoe 
which  he  himself  picked  out  for  a  battle-ground 
— beaten  by  one  who,  although  he  could  not  be 
termed  a  beardless  boy,  is  not  far  from  it.  I  say 
honestly  for  myself,  and  I  am  sure  many  around 
me  will  agree  with  me,  that  I  miss  that  gentle- 
man from  the  House.  I  could  point  to  several 
honorable  gentlemen  on  tliat  side  whom  1  would 
much  sooner  see  out  of  it.  But  there  is  the 
fact,  that  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  country,  one 
of  its  highest  public  servants— a  man  who  ruled 
as  Superintendent  of  Auckland  for  years  ;  a  man 
who  has  led  the  Government  of  the  whole  coun- 
try for  years— could  not  get  a  seat.  There  is  no 
doubt  whatever  that  neither  the  Opposition  of 
last  session  nor  the  Opposition  of  this  session 
can  command  the  confidence  of  the  country.  I 
would  also  point  out  what,  to  my  mind,  is  a  most 
serious  charge  against  the  Opposition.  It  was  a 
most  unfair  thing  last  session,  and  it  is  a  still 
mote  unfair  thing  on  their  part  this  session,  to 
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take  Buoh  a  course  as  to  more  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence  as  an  amendment  to  the  Address  in 
replj  to  the  Goremor's  Speech.  If  a  reasonahle 
time  were  given  for  the  production  of  the  mea- 
sures promised  in  the  Speech,  and  of  the  papers 
and  docaments  relating  to  the  subjects  referred 
to,  then  it  would  be  quite  fair  to  bring  forward 
such  a  motion.  But  what  has  happened?  Per- 
sons like  myself,  and  other  old  members  of  the 
House,  know  where  to  go  and  pick  up  the  infor- 
mation that  we  want,  and,  when  statements  are 
made,  know  wheire  to  lay  our  hands  on  documents 
to  rerify  them  or  refute  them  ;  but  new  members 
most  take  for  gospel  everything  that  is  said — 
they  cannot  fortify  themselves  by  reference  to 
public  documents.  The  course  is  certainly  not 
unconstitutional,  but  it  is  unparliamentary  and 
nn^sir,  and  I  am  perfectly  sure  the  consequences 
will  recoil  on  the  heads  of  those  who  hare  taken 
it.  Last  session  the  issue  put  before  the  House 
was  this :  that,  while  the  Opposition  approved  of 
tiie  policy  of  the  Government,  they  disapproved 
of  the  administration  of  aflairs.  In  fact,  they 
aaid  there  had  been  maladministration.  Tiiat, 
I  think,  is  correct.  I  may,  first  of  all,  refer  to 
what  may  be  called  the  major  proposition,  from 
our  point  of  view,  but  the  minor  proposition 
from  their  point  of  view — that  is,  the  approval  of 
our  measures.  I  can  hardly  imagine  a  greater 
piece  of  claptrap  than  for  those  honorable  gentle- 
men to  assume,  for  party  purposes,  that  they  are 
liberal,  and  ready  to  carry  out  liberal  measures.  I 
speak  of  the  leaders  of  that  party,  and  I  say  that 
there  is  not  one  of  them  who  is  a  Liberal  at  heart-, 
or  who  would,  if  he  could  help  it,  pass  a  single 
one  of  these  measures.  The  fact  is  that,  in  order 
to  get  on  these  benches,  they  have  abandoned 
their  own  principles,  they  have  come  on  to  the 
Liberal  }^atform,  and  are  making  the  sacrifice, 
not  for  the  good  of  the  country,  but  for  their 
own  benefit.  This  year  the  tactics  are  changed: 
now,  they  call  for  a  reconstruction  of  the  Minis- 
try. Last  year,  the  whole  lot  were  bad ;  this 
year,  there  is  a-  brand  that  can  be  saved  from 
the  burning.  And  why  ?  For  the  very  same 
reason  that  led  to  the  meeting  between  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  and  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District.  The 
Government,  upon  a  plain  want  •  of  -  confidence 
motion,  could  not  be  turned  out  of  office.  Let  the 
honorable  gentlemen  opposite  table  a  resolution 
to  that  efiect,  and  try  it,  if  they  like  and  dare  do 
it.  They  dare  not.  But  the  process  which  had 
been  going  on  for  some  days,  and  which  wound 
up  with  the  production  of  thi^i  motion,  discovered 
the  fact  that  there  are  on  this  side  of  the  House 
and  on  that  side  of  the  House  a  number  of  honor- 
able members  who  are  in  favour  of  what  is  called 
"reconstruction,**  although  thev  may  difi^er  as 
to  what  form  that  reconstruction  should  take. 
There  are  no  doubt  persons  voting  for  the  GK)- 
vemment  who  are  in  favour  of  a  reconatruction, 
and  there  are  those  on  the  other  side  who  would 
not  vote  with  that  party  unless  they  were  assured 
that  some  of  our  par^  were  to  be  in  the  next 
Government.  I  will  now  just  refer  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bruce,  who  was  good  enough  to 
nake  a  apeech  to  the  House  yesterday  in  wluoh,  I 


understand,  he  said  ho  had  informed  his  consti- 
tuents that  this  would  probably  be  his  last  session 
in  this  House. 

Mr.  MURRAY. — That  is  a  matter  between  me 
and  my  constituents. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  — The  honorable  gentleman 
and  his  constituents  are,  like  myself,  before  tliis 
House  at  the  present  time,  and  I  am  entitled  to 
remark  upon  the  matter.  I  understand  that,  as 
soon  as  the  honorable  gentleman  has  passed  his 
Drainage  Bill,  ho  intends  to  retire  from  this 
sphere.  Although  he  is  not  of  my  party  now,  I 
should  regret  it,  because  I  cannot  forget  old 
party  ties,  and  must  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to 
his  action  in  the  past.  At  one  time  that  honor- 
able gentleman  had  a  special  function  of  his  own. 
No  matter  what  Government  was  in  power,  he 
always  would  insist  upon  delivering  his  own 
Financial  Statement.  From  that,  I  gather  that, 
with  an  ambition  which  was  perfectly  laudable  in 
itself,  he  at  one  time  hoped  to  become  the  con- 
troller of  the  public  finance.  I  trust  he  will  not 
take  that  to  be  an  accusation.  To  my  mind,  it 
is  a  perfectly  honorable  desire  on  the  part  of  a 
public  man,  and  a  member  of  this  House,  to 
endeavour,  if  possible,  so  to  bring  himself  for- 
ward as  to  become  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
his  party,  and  to  deserve  office  at  their  hands. 
Now  he  seems  to  have  broken  out  in  a  fresh 
place.  This  time  he  has  delirered  both  a  Finan- 
cial Statement  and  a  Statement  on  Native  Affairs  ; 
and  I  presume  he  has  determined  that  it  is 
better  to  have  two  strings  to  his  bow,  so  that,  if 
he  cannot  have  one,  he  may  hare  the  other ;  and 
I  gathered,  from  the  tenor  of  his  speech,  and  his 
attack  on  mjself,  that  on  the  whole  he  thinks  his 
chances  against  me  are  the  best.  All  I  can  say 
is  that,  if  his  party  come  into  office,  and  he 
obtains  the  position  he  seems  to  covet,  he  shall 
not  have  a  yerj  rancorous  opposition,  although 
I  would  advise  his  party,  before  making  the 
selection,  to  weigh  the  matter  very  carefully 
indeed.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  refer  to  an  honorable 
gentleman  whom  I  am  sorry  to  see  in  such  bad 
company— the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and 
Bell.  I  listened  to  his  speech,  or  the  greater 
portion  of  it,  and  I  feel  bouud  to  say  that  it 
was  a  fair  and  dispassionate  examination  of  what 
appeared  to  be  the  grounds  of  accusation  against 
the  Government ;  and,  although  I  difibred  from 
his  condusions,  I  cannot  but  admit  that  he  was 
far  more  effective  than  the  ot  her  honorable  gentle- 
men who  spoke  on  the  subject,  because  he  con- 
fined himself  to  public  reasons.  I  attach  great 
importance  to  an  expression  of  opinion  coming 
from  'him.  I  am  not  now  asking  him  to  inter- 
view me  outside  in  any  of  the  numerous  passages 
leading  to  this  chamber ;  but  I  am  talking  to 
liim  publicly  in  the  House.  I  know  he  is  going 
to  vote  against  us,  and  I  believe  if  he  did  not 
do  so  he  would  forfeit  his  own  self-respect,  and 
therefore  I  tell  him  that  I  attach  the  greatest 
importance  to  his  expressions  of  opinion.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  evidently  given  the 
most  careful  consideration  to  this  question ;  but 
I  will  show  him,  in  the  course  of  my  reply  to  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  that  he  has  been  argu- 
ing on  fslae  premiMes—that  be  has  been  badly  in- 
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formed — and  that,  on  the  whole,  the  action  taken 
by  the  Gt)vemment  was  the  best  that  oould  have 
been  taken  to  avoid  a  war  and  to  preserve  the 
public  peace.  The  honorable  member  for  Bruce 
IS  not,  BO  far  as  I  know,  in  the  confidence  of 
Bewi ;  but  he  appeared  to  know  a  good  deal 
about  Bewi,  and  about  his  actions  and  inten- 
tions. All  I  can  say  is,  that  I  niaj  be  compelled 
to  refer  to  him  again  as  I  travel  on  ;  and  I  will 
show  that  the  intentions  of  Bewi  are  straight- 
forward and  honorable — that  his  action  has  been 
in  the  public  interest,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
public  peace ;  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  his 
action,  and  his  action  alone,  amongst  the  King 
partj,  which  has  saved  us  from  what  might  have 
been  a  Maori  war.  Tliere  is  one  thing  to  which  I 
must  refer  very  briefly,  hefore  taking  up  some 
more  important  matters  ;  and  that  is  this  :  that 
there  are  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  House 
who  tell  you  and,  I  believe,  tell  you  fairly,  and 
have  no  intention  to  dissemble,  that  they  would 
like  to  be  supporting  the  present  Government; 
but  who  draw  you  on  one  side  and  say,  *'  The  fact 
is  this :  We  can't  stand  Grey."  That  is  the  ex- 
pression they  use.  When  you  reply  to  that  by  a 
question  and  say,  "  Be  kind  enough  to  inform  roe 
wliy  it  is  you  can't  stand  Ghrey,"  every  man  gives 
a  different  reason,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  not 
a  single  reason  is  given  that  ought  to  influence 
a  man  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty  in  this 
House.  I  ask  them  to  point  out  to  me  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  done  to  entitle  him  to 
be  stigmatized  in  that  way — I  ask  them  to  point 
out  to  me  a  single  speck  of  dirt  in  his  character, 
from  the  time  he  first  oime  here  in  1845  up  to 
the  present  time.  That  he  has  many  bitter  oppo- 
nents, I  admit ;  but  I  protest  against  this  attempt 
to  ostracize  a  public  man  on  grounds  so  frivolous 
as  are  advanced  by  his  enemies.  It  is  the  old 
story  in  Grecian  history  of  Aristides  the  Just 
repeated,  when  it  was  said,  "I  will  ostracize 
him,  beoiuse  I  am  tired  of  hearing  him  called 
Aristides  the  Just."  That  is  about  the  long  and 
short  of  it.  There  is  no  occasion  to  refer  to  the 
policy  of  the  Government  as  shown  in  the  Gt)- 
vemor's  Speech,  because  the  Opposition  appear  to 
have,  on  that  particular  point,  a  most  capacious 
maw.  Tbev  are  prepared  to  swallow  everything, 
including  these  benches.  They  want  them  as  a 
dessert  to  wind  up  with.  Let  them  get  these  and 
they  will  take  any  policy  you  like — big  or  little, 
Conservative  or  Liberal,  broad-  or  narrow-gauge, 
as  long  as  they  can  travel  on  the  rails  and  stop  at 
this  station.  If  they  do,  and  I  happen  to  be  on 
the  other  side,  I  will  try  to  famish  Uiem  vnth  a 
return  ticket.  I  shall  not  now — in  fact,  the  tenor 
of  the  debate  does  not  call  upon  me  to  do  so — 
refer  to  what  formed,  to  my  mind,  the  most  un- 
pleasant feature  in  the  discussions  of  the  House 
last  session,  namely,  the  insinuations  made  against 
myself.  I  said  then,  and  I  say  now,  that,  so  long 
as  I  do  my  public  business,  and  do  it  properly 
and  well,  my  private  character  should  stand  un> 
challenged  at  the  hands  of  anybody  in  this  House ; 
and  I  say,  further,  that  tliere  is  evidence  of  this 
fact :  that  the  very  man  from  whom  the  attack 
emanated  told  the  country  through  the  Press,  by 
his  advertisements  and  at  his  meetings,  that  I 
Mr.  Shttihan 


was  not  the  person  referred  to  all — in  fact,  that  I 
was  a  very  right  and  proper  party  indeed,  and 
that,  so  far  from  abusmg  me,  good  gracious,  I 
am,  thick  and  thin — a  right  and  proper  man. 
That,  gentleman  said,  "  I  understand  that  some 
think  that  I  am  the  person  who  referred  to 
Mr.  Sheehan  in  the  House,  and  talked  about  his 
being  poor  and  having  bills  returned  and  cheques 
dishonored.  I  tell  you  that  I  am  not  the  person. 
I  never  said  so.  I  never  meant  to  refer  to  him." 
Sir,  I  put  it  to  honorable  men  on  all  sides  of  the 
House — I  can  ask  scores  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House — is  it  not  the  fact  that  I  was  the  person 
referred  to  ?  What  can  you  think  of  a  man  who, 
having  done  that,  would  eat  his  own  words  for 
the  sake  of  coming  to  this  House  again  P  The 
people  of  Franklin  estimated  that  gentleman  at 
his  proper  worth,  and  left  him  out  in  the  cold ; 
and  I  trust  that  any  man  who  comes  into  this 
House  to  make  favour  and  secure  power  by  abuse 
of  that  kind  will  meet  with  the  same  reward. 
The  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  referred  to 
the  Maori  expenditure,  and  said  that  a  certain 
amount  had  been  spent  above  the  actual  esti- 
mates. Now,  I  cannot  say  what  the  actual 
amount  is,  but  I  am  willing  to  admit — in  fact, 
there  is  no  use  denying — that  thero  has  been  a 
large  excess  of  expenditure,  for  reasons  which, 
when  the  occasion  arises — and  it  will  arise  when 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Clive 
comes  on — I  shall  give  in  detsdl.  I  shall  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  now  by  reading 
figures  and  wearying  it  with  statistics,  but  I  may 
say  that,  while  there  has  been  an  excess  of  expen- 
diture, it  has  been  entirely  in  the  public  interest, 
and  it  has  been  for  objects  which,  when  my 
honorable  fiiend  the  member  for  the  Bastem 
Maori  Electoral  District  and  his  party  come  into 
power,  they  will  find  were  very  necessary.  They 
will  find  themselves  in  this  position  :  that,  if  they 
attempt  to  apply  the  European  standard  and  to 
curtail  expenditure,  the  necessity  for  the  scale  of 
expendituro  which  we  were  obliged  to  incur  will 
be  only  too  unpleasantly  apparent  in  the  hin- 
drance given  to  them  in  coming  to  this  House 
with  public  business,  and  bringing  other  matters 
beforo  the  Parliament  and  the  country.  The 
honorable  gentleman  told  us  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  strained  every  nerve  and  done  every- 
thing it  possibly  could  to  be  in  a  position  to 
assure  the  country  that  at  last  peace  was  esta- 
blished. What  I  said  on  a  previous  occasion,  and 
what  has  been  said  by  every  Government,  was 
this:  that  we  honestly  believed  that  no  actual 
disturbance  of  the  public  peace  between  the 
European  and  Maori  races  can  ever  take  place. 
I  believe  that  now,  and  I  say  this  much :  that,  if 
it  does  take  place,  it  will  arise  from  the  unworthy 
motives  of  people  who  would  like  to  see  the 
country  plunged  into  a  war.  What  happened  a 
few  years  ago— in  1872  or  1873  ?  We  were  told 
by  a  gentleman — to  whom  I  wish  to  refer  vrith 
the  utmost  possible  respect,  and  of  whom  I  only 
speak  now  as  a  public  man — we  had  telegrams 
sent  by  him  from  the  Waikato  to  the  efi*ect  that 
he  bad  established  peace  with  the  Maori  King. 
That  annoimcement  went  flying  through  the 
wires  to  England;  and  when  this  House  met 
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what  had  become  of  the  honorablo  genlleman  ? 
From  a  plain  Minister  he  had  been  elevated  to  a 
K.C.M.Q-.,  or  something  of  that  sort — I  forget  the 
exact  number  of  the  initials.  That  was  the  result 
of  a  purely  unimportant  meeting,  from  which 
nothing  whatever  came,  and  the  proof  of  that  is 
that,  up  to  1876,  nothing  wliatever  was  done.  I 
think  tnat,  when  a  previous  Ministry  gave  such 
an  assurance,  and  even  dared  to  approach  the 
presence  of  Rojaltj  with  the  statement  that  it 
was  true,  in  order  to  obtain  from  Royalty  that 
distinction  which  is  only  given  in  cases  where  it 
is  merited,  all  that  can  be  said  is  that  they  are 
not  the  persons  who  should  fling  stones  at  us. 
Reference  has  been  made  to  Iliroki,  to  To  Whiti, 
and  to  the  disturbances  at  the  Bay  of  Islands  and 
at  Ohinemuri.  Now  what  is  the  fact  ?  That  for 
years  before  troubles  of  the  same  kind  had  oc- 
curred. And  when  wo  came  into  oflicc  in  1877 
the  Maori  King  end  his  people  were,  eo  far  as 
the  Government  were  concerned,  as  far  distant 
from  us  as  they  were  when  the  war  closed  in 
1864.  No  single  step  had  been  made  towards 
a  permanent  peace,  or  towards  the  opening  up  of 
the  country.  On  the  contniry,  all  that  happened 
was  this :  that  for  several  years  previous  young 
men  went  out — as  an  honorable  Rcntleraan  once 
a  member  of  this  House  said — for  the  "shooting 
season.'*  The  honorable  gentleman  tells  us  that 
the  position  of  the  Maori  King  even  at  tlie  pre- 
sent time  is  antagonistic.  I  should  like  to  have 
heard  the  honorable  nicmbcr  for  the  Western 
Maori  District  speaking  on  that  point,  because  I 
think  he  would  tell  the  House  that,  although  the 
Government  and  the  Maori  King  did  not  con- 
clude anything  at  the  Te  Kopua  meeting,  yet 
the  King  himself  is  still  well  disposed  and 
anxious  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  country, 
and  will  in  no  way  aid  and  abet  those  who  are 
inclined  to  do  otherwise.  Now,  I  would  point 
out  this :  If  that  be  true — and  I  appeal  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  whether  it  is  uot  true — it 
is  a  most  mischievous  thing  to  say  in  this  House 
that  the  Maori  King,  at  the  present  time,  holds 
a  position  of  antagonism  towards  us.  What  does 
it  mean  ?  It  gets  into  the  newspapers,  is  wired 
all  over  the  country,  reaches  the  King  camp,  and 
in  a  few  days  he  is  told  that  the  Parliament 
of  the  country — not  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn,  but  the  Parliament  —  has  said  that  the 
Maori  King  is  antagonistic  to  the  interests  of  the 
Europeans.  I  said,  Sir,  when  I  commenced  my 
addres«,  that  a  good  deal  of  this  matter  is  weari- 
some if  one  has  to  go  over  it  again  and  again  ; 
but,  if  the  Opposition  will  furbish  up  their  old 
furniture  and  bring  it  before  the  House,  I  must 
produce  some  consignments  of  my  own.  I  have 
to  pass  over  very  briefly  matters  to  which  refer- 
ence has  been  made  in  speeches  delivered  durir.g 
the  debate,  and  on  which  I  could  dwell  at  greater 
length,  and  afford  the  House  some  little  instruc- 
tion ;  but,  having  a  regaixl  to  a  saving  of  time, 
and  to  a  desire  which  has  been  expressed  that 
the  debute  may  be  closed  as  soon  as  possible,  I 
hope  that  even  my  honorable  friends  opposite 
will  excuse  mo  if  I  pass  tlsem  over  somewhat 
lightlv,  and  that  they  will  not  think  that  I  am 
nn^d  of  meeting  them.     When  w©  came  into 
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office  we  found  the  Maori  King  exceedingly 
anxious  to  meet  the  Government.  We  received 
letters  and  telegrams  inviting  us  to  a  meeting, 
and  we  went  to  that  meeting.  Nothing  more 
took  place  there  than  what  you  might  term  a 
"  tangV*  The  Maori  people  then  met  Sir  George 
Grey  for  the  first  time  for  about  twenty  years, 
and  they  would  do  nothing  more  than  cry  and 
eat,  and  arrange  to  postpone  the  meeting.  At 
the  second  meeting  proposals  were  made  to  them, 
which  have  been  printed  and  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House — proposals  which,  the  Premier  will 
bear  me  out  in  saying,  were  accepted  absolutely 
by  the  Maori  King  —  accepted  fully  and  com- 
pletely ;  and,  but  for  the  fact  that  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  consult  his  constitutional  advisers, 
he  would  there  and  then  have  settled  the  whole 
matter.  In  regard  to  the  difficulty  which  arose, 
I  will  ask  members  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
to  bear  this  in  mind :  that  up  to  the  present 
time  only  two  causes  are  known  to  account  for 
the  difficulty  which  then  took  place.  One  was, 
that  we  opened  up  a  road  through  Crown  country ; 
the  second  was,  that  certain  lands  which  they  had 
refused  to  take  were  given  by  us  as  an  endowment 
for  a  Native  school  in  the  Waikato  District.  When 
the  Natives  chose  to  make  these  two  things  the 
grounds  of  objection,  docs  this  House  mean  to 
say  for  a  moment  that  the  Government  were  not 
wise,  were  not  dignified,  were  not  acting  in  the 
interests  of  the  country,  in  saying,  "Very  well, 
if  these  arc  your  grounds  of  objection,  we  will 
withdraw  thoee  proposals,  and  you  can  talk  to  us 
by-and-by  "?  Our  reasons  for  withdrawing  them 
are  pre!  ty  well  known  to  Major  Te  Wheoro,  at 
all  events.  We  should  not  have  proposed  them 
at  all  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  action  of  the  pre- 
vious Government ;  but,  having  given  the  King 
Natives  a  fair  chance  to  consider  them,  having 
given  the  King  party  plenty  of  time  to  think 
about  them,  we  detennined  to  withdraw  them. 
And  why  ?  Because  in  these  proposals  was  a 
stipulation  to  the  effect  that  Tawhiao  should 
have  power  to  control  the  construction  of  roads, 
bridges,  and  other  works  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  country  over  which  he  presides.  Wo  ob- 
ject to  that,  and  I  hope  that  no  Government  will 
concede  a  point  of  that  kind  to  any  person  within 
the  colony.  We  are  frequently  told  of  the  neces- 
sity of  compelling  these  people  to  obey  the  laws  ; 
but  how  is  this  possible,  after  what  has  been 
said  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Eastern 
Maori  District,  more  especially  when  he  is 
told  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  this 
preposterous  demand  is  necessary  for  the  quies- 
cence of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs,  and  will 
form  a  portion  of  the  policy  of  the  future  ?  I  do 
not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  bv 
detailing  the  communications  referred  to.  I  will 
only  mention  one  fact,  which  in  itself  will  prove 
the  value  of  what  has  been  done.  When  the  out- 
rage took  place  at  the  Thames  the  other  day,  what 
did  Rcwi  do?  He  sent  messengers  to  every  one 
of  his  settlements  to  cut  off  all  means  of  escape 
for  the  refugees  into  the  Waikato,  and  did  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  assist  mo  in  handing 
over  these  people  to  justice.  I  ask  the  House  to 
reflect  upon  the  value  of  this  one  act.    What 
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■would  have  happened  a  few  years  ago  ?  If  a 
Natiye  committed  an  offence  of  this  kind,  the 
Maori  people  would  have  upheld  him  and,  hj 
force  of  arms,  preyented  any  attempt  to  rescue 
the  offender.  Now,  Sir,  I  como  to  what  is,  to  my 
mind,  a  worn-out  story — the  story  of  the  Wai- 
mate  Plains.  I  can  only  say,  in  reference  to  this 
matter,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  misappro- 
heneiou,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Grey  and  Bell  (Colonel  Trimble).  I 
do  not  blame  the  previous  G-ovemment  for  any- 
thing connected  with  the  survey  «of  the  Waimate 
Plains ;  but  this,  I  belieye,  is  the  fact :  that  the 
Civil  Commissioner  of  the  district.  Major  Brown, 
had  a  kind  of  carte  blanche  authority  to  proceed 
with  the  survey  of  the  land,  and  about  the  time, 
or  shortly  before  the  time,  we  came  into  office  he 
was  about  to  carry  out  his  instructions  to  survey 
the  land.  Coming  into  office  as  we  did,  having  had 
no  chance  to  pick  up  the  threads  of  the  affair,  we 
decided  to  defer  the  survey,  at  the  instance  of  per- 
sons who  appeared  to  be  well  advised  on  the  matter. 
It  was  on  that  advice  alone  that  we  acted.  Major 
Brown  was  advised  by  me  to  postpone  the  survey. 
I  went  to  Titokowaru  and  Te  Whiti  and  talked 
the  matter  over  with  them,  and,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  action  of  certain  persons  who  went  about 
instigating  and  prompting  the  Natives  to  acts  of 
discontent,  we  should  have  had  no  trouble  on  the 
Waimate  Plains.  But,  further  trouble  having 
taken  place,  what  was  to  be  done  ?  We  are  told 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  that 
the  Government  left  the  settlers  to  themj^elvos. 
Now,  first  of  all,  there  was  a  force  at  hand — not 
a  very  large  force,  I  admit — but  wo  had  good 
reason  to  believe,  a  belief  justified  by  results,  that 
the  Natives  had  no  desire  to  disturb  the  peace,  or 
to  do  anything  beyond  asserting  their  right  to 
the  land.  Well,  we  took  a  number  of  prisoners. 
Some  of  them  are  here  now.  We  sent  up  a  large 
force,  but  wo  declined — and  we  decline  now — to 
consent  to  any  demand  which  might  brine  about 
a  most  disastrous  war.  If  there  is  a  place  in 
this  colony  which  has  suffered  severely  from  the 
effects  of  a  Maori  war,  that  place  is  Taranaki,  and 
I  hope  that  no  man  on  either  side  of  the  House, 
either  to  gain  office  or  avoid  losing  it,  will  do  any- 
thing to  jeopardize  the  peace  of  the  country.  '  I 
say  wiat  we  can  afford  to  be  patient  with  these 
people.  If  they  spake  our  language,  if  they 
understood  our  laws,  if  they  could  reason  with 
us  as  we  can  with  ourselves,!  would  myself  make 
one  to  go  to-morrow  and  enforce  our  position. 
But  we  were  told  that  the  unfulfilled  promises 
were  few  and  f»ir  letween.  Sir,  the  country 
from  the  White  Cliffs  to  the  Waitotara  is  strewn 
with  unfulfilled  promises  —  some  of  them  four- 
teen or  fifteen  years  old.  There  is  a  report  on 
the  table  to  that  effect,  made  by  Mr.  Parris  to 
Charles  Brown  and  James  Mackay,  and  signed 
in  my  presence;  but  from  the  White  Cliffs 
passing  through  every  block  down  to  the  boun- 
dary of  the  confiscation  at  Waitotara,  unfulfilled 
promises  are  to  be  found  everywhere.  We  are 
told  that  the  Natives  are  in  possession  of  the 
"promised"  land.  That  is  true  of  two  blocks 
certainly ;  but  what  could  they  do  with  it  ?  They 
^ould  uot  sell  it ;  they  had  "not  even  a  scrap  of 
Mr.  Sheehan 


writing  to  show  that  they  were  in  poseession  of 
it ;  and  to  allow  the  Natives  to  say  that  the  land 
was  theirs,  was  simply  a  means  of  spinning  out 
the  matter  until  the  Europeans  should  take  it 
away  again.  But  that  is  uot  all.  Even  amongst 
the  loyal  people  reserves  were  promised  but  were 
never  given  to  them,  and,  what  is  more,  retervei 
made  for  them  fourteen  years  ago  had  been  pur- 
chased by  Government  officers  —  a  long  stretcli 
of  country  set  apart  for  these  people  and  their 
children  had  simply  been  mopped  up  by  Govern- 
ment officials.  Sir,  I  was  for  many  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  while  a 
member  I  attended  that  Committee  regularly. 
I  brought  before  it  many  petitions  myself,  and 
heard  them  examined  into  and  reported  upon, 
and  in  many  cases  where  Maoris  have  attempted 
to  enter  into  explanations  of  reserves  which  bad 
been  promised  to  them  and  never  given,  they 
have  been  ruled  out  of  order.  It  was  said  that 
these  Maoris  were  merely  "  trying  it  on.'*  I 
came  to  believe  myself  that  these  statementa 
relative  to  reserves  had  no  foundation  in  fact, 
and  it  was  not  till  I  came  into  office  that  I  be- 
came aware  of  the  fact  that  reserves  to  the  extent 
of  thousands  of  acres  had  been  promised,  and 
that  these  promises  remained  unfulfilled,  and  are 
at  this  moment  a  disgi<ace  to  the  English  name. 
I  was  not  put  into  office  for  the  purpose  of  ful- 
filling them,  but  I  am  in  office  now,  and  I  am 
fulfilling  them  ;  but  the  honorable  gentlemen 
opposite  were  in  office  for  yearj«,  and  never  stirred 
a  finger  in  that  direction.  They  were  the  persons 
to  do  it.  They  took  the  land  and  made  these 
promises.  They  allowed  these  promises  to  goby, 
and  they  allowed  their  own  officers  to  buy  up  the 
land  for  themselves.  They  even  did  something 
beyond  that.  They  sent  up  a  man  to  select 
reserves  for  those  Natives  who  had  awards  from 
the  Compensation  Court.  This  man  had  a  Euro- 
pean partner,  and  when  the  Natives  went  to 
him  to  have  their  land  pointed  out  ho  said,  '*  If 
1  gi^o  jou  this  piece  of  land,  will  you  sell  it  to 
my  partner  at  10s.  an  acre  ? "  And,  if  they  said 
"  No,"  the  land  was  not  given  to  them. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Who  was  that  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  —  He  was  a  person  in  the 
employ  of  the  Native  Land  Office.  Sir,  I  repeat, 
that,  from  the  White  Cliffs  to  the  Waitotara 
River  reserves  froml5,000  to  50  acres  hare  been 
promised,  and  have  not  been  granted.  What 
IS  the  result  ?  The  House  will  remember  the  gal- 
lant and  generous  conduct  of  the  chief  Wirerou 
Kingi  when  the  "Lord  Worsley"  was  wrecked 
nt  Taranaki.  His  treatment  of  the  crew  and 
passengers  is  remembered  with  gratitude;  and 
where  is  he  now  ?  He  is  in  the  prison  at  Mount 
Cook  i  and,  if  you  ask  him  why  he  is  there,  he 
tells  you  that  it  is  because  he  has  not  been  able 
to  get  the  land  that  was  promised  to  him  fifteen 
years  ago.  In  the  next  case,  where  an  unmistak- 
able promise  had  been  made,  it  took  something 
like  SIX  weeks  to  hunt  up  the  faintest  trace  of  the 
record  of  the  promise ;  and  it  was  at  last  found 
in  a  musty  book  in  the  possession  of  a  gentle- 
man who  is  now  on  the  Supreme  Court  bench, 
Mr.  Justice  Richmond.  The  owner  was  told  that 
he  could  not  sell  his  land  or  lease  it,  and  wa« 
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dri?en,  like  the  rest  of  the  people  under  Te 
Wliiti's  inflaenoe,  to  plough  it.  That  is  why  I 
believe  the  Maori  people  who  hare  taken  pos- 
•ession  of  this  land  will  do  no  harm,  unless  thej 
are  badlj  advised ;  and  I  hare  reason  to  believe 
that  they  are  being  badlj  Bdvised,  not  by  those 
gtintlemen  who  compose  the  Opposition  in  this 
House,  but  by  a  class  of  persons  who,  I  be- 
lieve, would  be  glad  to  see  blood  shed.  Now, 
Sir,  let  uie  say  this :  that,  beyond  the  import- 
ance of  preserving  the  public  peace  and  saving 
the  credit  of  the  colony,  this  House  owes  a  duty 
to  the  South  Island  not  to  plunge  it  into  war. 
The  South  Island  is  part  of  the  colony,  and,  if 
you  precipitate  a  war,  the  chances  are  that  the 
southern  settlers  will  make  a  demand  for  Sepura- 
tion.  I  hope  we  shall  do  nothing  that  will  lead  to 
such  a  result.  I  am  a  Provincialist,  and  have  pro- 
vincial sympathies ;  but  I  am  one  of  tliose  who 
would  sooner  cut  oS.  my  right  hand  than  saddle  the 
people  of  the  South  Island  with  an  expense  such 
as  they  have  had  before.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man did  not  speak  by  the  record  when  he  spoke 
of  the  broken  promises  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. He  must  have  been  speaking  of  the  pre- 
Tioas  €h>vemment,  because  I  never  had  any  occa- 
sion to  make  promises  to  the  Natives.  I  had 
rather  to  remind  them  of  the  fact  that  certain 
conditions  of  the  law  with  regard  to  land  in  this 
country  were  about  to  be  fumlled,  and  then  I 
became  aware  that  there  were  unfulfilled  pro- 
mises in  existence  which  led  them  to  take  up  that 
position.  There  are  no  unfulfilled  promises  of 
this  Gbvemment;  and,  if  any  of  our  oflScers 
had  made  promises  without  authority,  we  should 
have  said  "  Good-bye"  to  them.  I  shall  feel  no 
regret  if  the  Opposition  succeed  in  carrying  their 
amendment.  They  will  then  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  settling  this  difficulty.  They  will 
have  time  to  retire  the  dishonored  Bills  they 
have  spoken  of,  and  bring  about  that  peace  and 
prosperitv  which  they  say  cannot  be  brought 
about  as  long  as  the  present  Government  remain 
in  office.  They  will  m  able  to  abolish  the  Native 
Land  Court — refuse  the  Natives  the  right  to  sell 
or  lease  their  land ;  and,  when  they  carry  out  all 
the  proposals  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Eastern  Maori  District,  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  be  received  at  the  Parihaka  with  triumphal 
arches.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition,  in  his 
speech  a  few  days  ago,  said,  very  properly,  that 
he  expected  to  hear  that  the  Government  blamed 
their  predecessors  for  these  troubles  among  the 
Maori  people.  Nothing  can  be  truer  or  more 
candid,  because  beyond  all  doubt  those  whose 
places  we  took  are  certainly  the  persons  respon- 
sible for  the  position  of  afiairs.  I  do  not  blame 
the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  individually, 
but  I  speak  of  what  was  called  the  "  continuous 
Ministry,"  of  which  no  man  knows  the  beginning 
or  the  end,  which  took  a  different  shape  every 
three  or  four  months,  and  which,  I  believe,  every 
member  of  the  House  entered  for  a  short  time. 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  that  Native  discon- 
tent exists  throughout  the  country.  I  conclude 
be  means  throughout  the  North  Island.  Now, 
he  gave  no  practical  proof  that  that  is  a  fact, 
although  I  know  there  are  placff  of  which  it 


may  be  asserted.  I  have  referred  to  the  Wai- 
mate  Plains,  and  I  think  that  the  House,  having 
heard  me,  will  agree  that,  with  respect  to  the 
Waimate  Plains  and  the  troubles  there,  my 
honorable  friends  on  that  side  are  the  parties  on 
whom  the  blame  should  rest.  I  shall  now  go 
to  the  other  cases.  First  of  all,  take  the  Thames 
case.  What  is  tfiat  cose  ?  It  is  really  about  the 
survey  of  a  piece  of  land.  That  land  was  Gt>vem- 
ment  land,  bought  by  our  predecessors  in  office. 
Acting  upon  their  bargain  in  good  faith  that  the 
transaction  was  fair  and  ri^ht,  we  went  to  survey 
it,  and  on  that  survey  being  made  the  offence 
was  committed.  NoW,  it  appears,  singularly 
enough,  that  this  ofience  was  supposed  to  be 
committed  upon  a  Maori.  Honorable  members 
who  have  read  the  story  will  remember  that  the 
attacking  party  warned  the  Europeans  to  clear 
out  or  they  would  be  shot.  I  saw  the  man 
who  was  wounded  by  the  Natives  myself  in  the 
hospital.  He  happens  to  bo  a  European,  but, 
by  reason  of  his  descent  from  the  Spanish  race, 
he  is  darker  than  most  half-castes,  and  the  Maoris 
fired  at  him,  thinking  he  was  a  member  of  the 
opposing  tribe.  Now,  what  action  did  we  take  in 
regard  to  that?  Some  people  would  ask  us  to 
march  up  a  large  force,  to  run  the  risk  of  blood 
being  shed,  and  of  a  war  being  started.  We  did 
not  do  so.  We  simply  took  steps  among  their 
own  people.  We  obtained  the  services  of  men 
who  lor  the  last  fourteen  years  were  opposed  to 
us — the  Hauhaus,  of  Piako,  and  Tukukino  at  the 
Thames,  who,  from  the  first,  has  been  a  staunch 
supporter  of  Tawhiao,  the  Maori  King.  These 
men  met  with  me,  advised  me,  and  assisted  me, 
and  spent  several  days  in  endeavouring  to  get 
those  people  delivered  up  to  justice.  Even 
though  they  temporarily  failed  to  do  so,  it  was 
better  for  the  whole  Maori  people  to  see  that 
some  of  the  piincipal  chiefs,  who  had  been  op- 
posed to  us  for  years,  were  to  be  found  working 
with  a  will  to  uphold  the  law.  The  fact  that  they 
would  not  help  us  to  take  the  offenders  by  force 
of  arms  is  nothing  against  that  argument.  Now  I 
will  take  the  case  of  the  Bay  of  Islands  outrage,  in 
which  four  people  were  killed  and  two  wounded. 
Firstly,  the  transaction  was  a  private  transac- 
tion between  private  persons  and  Maori  people. 
Secondly,  it  was  a  transaction  so  unknown  to  the 
Maoris  themselves  that  even  the  tribe  to  which 
those  people  belonged  did  not  know  of  it  until 
aft«r  the  thing  took  place.  Thirdly,  they  are 
people  so  loyal  that  I  am  certain,  in  a  very  short 
time,  you  will  find  them  bringing  down  those  men 
to  be  tried  by  the  ordinary  Courts  of  law.  We 
are  told  that  we  never  employ  the  Maori  chiefs  in 
these  things — that  one  thing  the  Maoris  are  not 
satisfied  with  is,  that  we  keep  them  aloof.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  this  is  the  first  time  that  the 
leaders  of  the  Maori  people  have  been  asked  to 
assist  and  have  assisted  the  Government,  and 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  larger  portion  of  the 
charges  against  roe  are  made  because  I  asked  the 
Maori  chiefs  to  assist  me  in  governing  their  own 
people.    I  meant  to  refer  more  fully  to  other 

r lints  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  speech,  but 
think  I  can  afford  to  pass  by  the  case  of  Mr. 
Luckie.    Mr.  LuckiCi  I  roa^  say,  is  "  lucky."     W« 
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cannot  improve  the  position  of  affairs  bj  talking 
over  it.  The  matter  was  discussed  last  eesaion, 
and  beyond  all  doubt  the  point  was  settled.  The 
chief  accusation  was  that  wo  had  taken  into  the 
Civil  Sernce  a  person  who  was  not  a  member  of 
it.  I  pointed  out  then,  and  I  do  now,  that  our 
predecessors  in  office  had  simply  year  after  year 
brought  in  officers  fri)m  outside  the  Civil  Service, 
and  had  even  gone  Home  to  get  people  for  otHees 
in  the  Civil  Service.  We  had  a  perfect  right 
to  take  a  man  who  liad  been  living  in  the  colony 
for  many  years  —  a  practical  colonist — and  ask 
him  to  fill  a  public  office  if  we  wanted  to  fill 
it.  With  regard  to  the  charges  against  myself, 
it  it  quite  true  that  a  delay  took  place  in  the 
appointment  of  a  Resident  Magistrate  at  Lyttel- 
ton  ;  but  an  appointment  could  not  be  made 
without  causing  similar  applications  from  towns 
of  the  same  character.  For  instance,  at  Port 
Chalmers  the  work  was  b^ing  fairly  performed 
by  a  Magistrate  who  was  also  engaged  in  other 
places  J  but  the  House  knons  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  pressure  to  appoint  a  Magistrate  to 
take  care  of  that  work.  With  regard  to  Adding- 
ton  Ghiol,  the  charge  is  that  delay  took  place  in 
the  completion  of  the  work.  When  we  came 
into  office  the  work  was  in  hand.  I  made  in- 
quiry, and  I  was  told  that  this  work,  which  was 
to  cost  about  £8,000,  was  being  carried  on  with- 
out plans  or  specifications.  The  officers  in  charge 
never  saw  the  plans.  I  was  told  that  an  architect 
somewhere  had  made  drawings,  but  he  would  not 
give  them  up  until  ho  was  paid  for  hi^  work. 
That  was  the  administration  of  my  friends  on  the 
opposite  side.  What  is  more,  tlie  work  was  not 
necessary.  When  I  went  there,  in  1877,  I  found 
the  whole  body  of  the  prisoners  actually  pitting 
down  smoking  pipes  in  the  exerriso-yards.  I 
could  get  them  work  seven  mdos  away,  if  I 
found  them  free  passes  and  brought  them  home 
with  free  passengers.  I  feel  convinced  the  works 
now  being  done  at  that  gaol  are  quite  sufficient 
for  the  purpose.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  charge 
made  about  the  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  the  want 
of  proper  proyision  for  those  poor  people,  I  do 
not  under-estimate  the  importance  of  that  subject. 
If  there  be  any  persons  who  require  care  it  is 
those  who  cannot  help  themselves ;  but  I  say  that 
the  accommodation  exist  ing  now  is  as  good  as  when 
we  came  into  office,  and  in  many  cases  it  is  much 
better.  We  have  been  told  by  the  Inspector  of 
Lunatto  Asylums  that  to  meet  his  requirements 
in  one  year  he  wanted — how  much  do  you  think  ? 
A  quarter  of  a  million  of  money.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  the  G-overnmont  to  find  it.  We  could  not 
even  borrow  the  money  for  that  purpose.  All 
that  wo  could  do  was  to  make  the  best  possible 

S revision  from  time  to  time  with  the  funds  at  our 
isposal.  Now  I  come  to  the  question  of  the 
"Hinemoa."  Very  few  people  have  used  that 
■teamer  lees  than  myself.  When  I  look  at  the 
use  of  the  "  Luna "  in  previous  yf  ara.  I  can  say 
that  as  Native  Minister  I  have  been  exceedinply 
moderate.  I  went  to  Gisbome,  Tauranga,  and 
Auckland  in  the  "Hincmoa"  some  time  ago,  but 
I  only  did  public  business  whilo  I  wa«  there ;  I 
refused  to  address  a  public  meeting,  and  I  left  at 
once  when  my  work  was  done.  I  contend  that 
Ur,  Shuhan 


that  is  the  proper  use  of  the  steamer.  If  we 
were  to  move  for  a  return  of  the  use  of  the  Go- 
vernment steamers,  I  think  that,  on  the  whole, 
we  should  come  out  better  than  our  predecessors. 
I  see  my  friend  the  honorable  member  for  Olive 

? resent.  Let  me  tell  a  story  about  the  "  Luna." 
n  1876  an  important  division  was  taking  place 
in  this  House  on  the  Piako-Swamp  question. 
That  division  was  carried  on  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Speoker.  I  was  then  in  Napier,  and  so  was 
the  honorable  member  for  Clive,  and  also  one 
member  of  the  Opposition,  to  which  I  belonged. 
We  left  Napier  in  the  "Luna"  on  one  of  the 
finest  days  I  ever  saw  in  my  life :  the  sea  was  as 
smooth  as  the  carpet  on  this  floor.  When  we 
got  off"  the  Kidnappers  we  turned  back — I  think 
it  was  on  account  of  the  glass  going  down.  We 
had  a  beautiful  passage  on  the  way  back ;  and  we 
got  here  just  too  late  to  vote.  In  the  meantime 
the  division  had  taken  place,  and  the  Government 
were  saved  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker. 
We  have  not  yet  arrived  at  that  stage,  but  if  we 
are  allowed  to  remain  in  office  we  will  strive  to 
improve,  if  possible.  Now,  Sir,  we  come  to  the 
other  charge  which  has  been  made  against  the 
Government — that  of  using  the  telegraph  line  for 
electioneering  purposes.  In  answer  to  that,  I 
can  say  for  myself  and  all  my  colleagues,  that  in 
every  instance  every  message  sent  with  regard  to 
the  elections  was  paid  for  out  of  our  own  pockets. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— When? 

Mr.  SHE  EH  AN.— That  will  be  explained. 

Mr,  ORMOND.—When  ? 

Mr.  SHEE  HAN.— They  were  paid  for  from 
day  to  day  when  they  became  due.  I  can  show 
my  cheque-book  to  support  what  I  say.  This 
was  not  the  case  in  the  old  days.  In  those  good 
old  da}s  the  members  of  the  Government  used 
the  wires  for  their  ordinary  needs. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No,  no. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  —  The  honorable  member 
says  "  No,  no  ;'*  I  say.  Yes.  On  inquiry  being 
made,  it  was  found  that  the  whole  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  used  the  wires  for  elec- 
tioneering purposes.  Fortunately  for  t-lieui  the 
time  has  gone  by  when  these  messages  were 
burnt ;  but  the  fact  remains,  that  the  wires 
were  used  for  the  purposes  I  have  indicated.  A 
charge  was  made  against  myself  and  my  colleagues 
to  the  edcct  that  we  had  used  a  certain  publio 
work  in  Napier  for  political  purposes — the  Napier 
bridge.  As  to  that,  I  may  say  that  when  we 
came  into  office  we  found  a  promise  five  years  old 
which  had  been  made  for  that  bridge  by  the  pre- 
vious Government.  We  found  an  amount  for 
that  bridge  on  certain  estimates  led  behind  by 
thnt  Government.  We  resolved  to  carry  out  the 
wo.k,  but  for  a  time  we  were  stopped  from  cann- 
ing it  out  on  account  of  the  non-arrival  of  Sir 
John  Coode's  Harbour  Report.  When  I  went 
tijere,  on  the  occasion  referred  to  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  I  went  to  redeem  the  promise 
which  had  been  made  to  the  people  of  Napier. 
Ihe  Opposition  also  charges  ua  with  having  used 
Government  officers  for  electioneering  purposes. 
This  is  a  most  extraordinary  charge  to  emanate 
from  such  a  quarter.  AVhat  took  place  in  1876 
with  regard  to  the  election  for  the  seat  which 
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Mr.  Tomoana  now  occupies  in  this  IIomso  ?  Tlio 
GoTei'nment  officers  were  used  freely  all  round  to 
canirass,  and  one  young  gentleman  candidly  ad- 
mitted that  lio  had  done  certain  things  because 
he  understood  ho  was  Return in£{  Officer  for  the 
Government  candidate.  And  that  was  no  un- 
oommon  case.  1  know,  and  others  know,  that, 
when  it  came  to  a  party  fight,  almost  every  officer, 
in  one  department  at  least,  became  an  npostle  for 
those  in  power.  I  have  referred  before  to  the 
professions  that  have  been  made  by  the  leading 
members  of  the  Opposition ;  but,  notwithstanding 
all  their  professions,  I  now  tell  this  House  that 
they  do  not  want  liberal  measures ;  they  do  not 
want  to  see  manhood  suffrage  on  fair  terms ;  they 
do  not  want  liberal  land  laws.  Their  sole  aim 
is  to  get  on  the  Government  benches,  and  the 
House  will  then  have  its  eyes  opened  as  to  what 
their  intentions  really  are,  and  will  be  able  to  see 
what  amount  of  sincerity  there  is  in  their  pro- 
fessions. I  shall  touch  u])on  two  points  before  I 
sit  down,  and  I  will  address  myself  to  the  Maori 
members  more  particularly.  I  will  tell  the  Mnori 
members  this :  that  when  they  oi*e  promised  by 
the  Opposition  that  they  shall  have  Ministers  of 
their  own,  that  there  shall  bo  a  cessation  of  all 
Native  Land  Courts — when  they  are  promised  by 
the  Opposition  that  there  shall  be  no  more  leases 
or  sales  of  land 

Mr.  HALL. — Mr.  Tomoana  never  said  that  we 
had  made  such  promises. 

Mr.  SUEEHAN.—The  House  heard  the  state- 
ment made  perfectly  well.  I  refer  to  the  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Tomoana.  When  they  arc 
told  that  Waikato  will  be  given  bac-k — when  they 
are  told  that  the  Maori  prisoners  will  be  released 
— these  promises  were  not  made,  I  presume 

Mr.  HALL. — Is  the  honorable  member  suggest- 
ing that  I  made  these  promises — thnt  any  such 
promises  were  ever  made  by  me  ?  If  so,  I  will 
give  an  answer. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  should  like  to  have  the 
answer. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  am  askinj;  w!ielher  the  honor- 
able member  is  suggesting  that  such  promises 
were  ever  made  by  me, 

Mr.  8HEEHAN. — I  have  heard  so  outside  in 
the  lobbies.  I  have  not  heard  him  make  these  pro- 
mises.— (Laughter.) — Honorable  members  may 
laugh,  but  I  say  we  are  told  that  such  promises 
were  made. 

Mr.  HALL. — There  is  no  foundation  whatever 
for  the  statement. 

Mr.  SUEEHAN.— When  the  Maori  members" 
of  this  House  are  told  all  these  things,  promises 
are  given  to  them  that  will  not  be  fulfilled  ;  they 
are  simply  hoodwinked  to  give  support  to  a  party 
that  has  done  nothing  for  the  Maori  people. 
A  year  ago  they  insisted  on  the  abolition  of  the 
Maori  dual  vot<».  What  do  I  hey  offer  now? 
They  make  certain  offers — certain  promises  that 
cannot  be  fulfilled.  The  attempt  made  by  them 
last  session  to  shift  the  Government  from  office 
fiuled.  The  attempt  this  session  to  get  into 
power  and  retain  it  by  means  of  a  reconstruction 
will  fail  also,  I  brieve.  It  is  impossible  to  say 
what  maj  happen,  but,  for  myself  and  my  col- 
leagues, I  will  say  we  will  b«  no  party  to  any  such 


proposals.  If  we  are  beaten,  honorable  members 
of  the  Opposition  will  be  lefk  to  select  members 
from  their  own  side.  Coalition,  I  say,  is  not  only 
impossible,  but  unfair  and  dishonest,  and  not  a 
single  man  on  these  benches  will  listen  to  any 
pro]x>sal  made  to  join  in  the  (-rmation  of  a 
coalition  Ministiy.  Of  course  I  may  be  told 
they  do  not  want  me.  It  may  be  so.  I  will  bide 
my  time.  I  am  perfectly  certain  they  will  not 
have  Sir  George  Grey.  He  will  bide  his  time 
also,  and,  to  my  mind,  a  very  short  time  indeed. 
There  are  on  this  side  of  the  HouEe  men  whom 
the  Opposition  would  like  to  have ;  and  not  one 
of  them  will  join  the  new  Government.  We  are 
determined  that,  if  we  are  beaten  on  this  occasion, 
we  will  stand  with  our  own  party^.  If  we  are 
beaten,  we  will  take  defeat  in  a  proper  parlia- 
mentary sense.  It  may  be  so — I  do  not  know 
— but  if  the  honorable  g«'ntlomen  opposite  suc- 
ceed on  this  occasion  by  a  vote  or  two,  then  their 
troubles  really  begin.  Having  got  possession  of 
the  coveted  stake,  their  trouble  really  commences. 
When  those  who  are  to  bo  rewarded  get  their  re- 
ward, the  number  who  do  not  get  a  reward  will  be 
large  indeed,  and  it  will  take  the  honorable  gentle- 
men opposite  all  their  time  to  keep  them.  I  say 
to  them,  "  You  will  have  to  do  your  own  business 
amongst  yourselves.'*  I  beg  to  apologize  for  de- 
t^iiuing  the  House  so  long,  and  to  say  that  if  my 
advice  were  adopted  we  siiould  go  to  a  division 
at  once.  I  think  it  is  the  best  thing  possible  to 
bring  the  question  to  an  issue. 

Mr.  HALL. — Statements  have  been  made  in 
the  course  of  this  debate  which  I  consider  affect 
my  personal  character.  I  do  not  propose  to 
trouble  the  House  to  go  into  that  subject  now, 
but  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  call 
attention  to  the  matter  and  make  a  statement. 
Until  then  I  ask  the  House  to  suspend  its  judg- 
ment in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Was  it  something  said  by 
me? 

Mr.  HALL.— You  will  hear. 

Hon.  Members. — Divide,  divide. 

Dr.  WALLIS. — The  cry  ha^  been  raised  just 
now  that  we  should  divide,  and  that  cry  confirms 
me  in  the  determination  to  address  the  House 
this  night. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE.— Divide,  divide,  divide, 
divide. 

Dr.  WALLIS. — I  claim  your  protection,  Sir, 
against  what  seems  to  me  the  rude  behaviour 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Ashley. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE.— Divide,  divide,  divide, 
divide. 

Dr.  WALLIS.  —  As  I  was  unable  —  through 
sickness,  1  may  say — to  address  the  House  last 
evening,  I  think  that  I  am  not  transgressing  what 
is  ri;2lit  when  I  persist  to-night  in  making  a  few 
remarks  in  eonneclion  with  t-he  important  subject 
before  the  House.  I  stand.  Sir,  in  a  very  pecu- 
liar position — in  a  different  position  perhaps  from 
any  other  member  of  this  House.  I  learn  from 
the  newspapers  this  morning  that  I  am  virtually 
standing,  as  it  were,  with  a  rope  round  my  necK, 
and  that  if  this  House  rhuse  to  pull  it  tight  £ 
should  be  lifted  up  from  the  floor  of  the  House 
into  thin  air.   Statements  have  been  made  here  to 
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which  I  would  briefly  refer.  It  has  been  said, 
for  instance,  that  this  debate  has  been  charac- 
terized bj  a  tone  of  speaking  yerj  superior  to 
what  we  had  in  an  analogous  debate  during  the 
last  session  of  Parliament.  Speaking  of  that,  I 
can  assure  the  joung  members  of  this  House  that 
we  who  were  members  of  this  House  before  know 
perfectly  well — at  least,  I  do — tliat  there  is  not  the 
slightest  ground  for  affirming  that  the  tone  of 
debate  hat  been  better  than  it  was  in  July  and 
August  last.  In  what  respect  is  it  better?  I 
certainly  admit  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
on  that  occasion  and  the  Hon.  the  Premier  did 
gi?e  some  hard  blows  to  each  other ;  but  the  pre> 
sent  debate  has  been  characterized  by  something 
which  did  not  exist  in  that  former  debate.  There 
has  been,  what  people  in  the  Scotch  language  say, 
"Claw  you  my  back  and  I'll  claw  yours."  The 
past  is  the  parent  of  the  present,  and  I  would 
refer  a  little  to  the  Opposition  of  the  past,  in 
order  to  throw  some  light  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Opposition  which  is  now  in  the  House.  I 
believe  that  efeiy  person  here  is  now  convinced 
that  the  Opposition  of  last  Parliament  blundered 
eeregiousl^.  When  the  usual  Address  in  re- 
ply to  His  Excellency's  Speech  was  itaoTed  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  then  tabled  an  amend- 
ment to  the  effect  that  His  Excellency's  present 
Advisers  had  so  mismanaged  the  business  of  the 
country  that  they  did  not  possess  the  confidence 
of  the  House.  Tliis  charge  of  maladministration 
was  deemed  to  bo  proved  by  the  late  Parliament. 
The  Opposition  of  that  time,  it  ought  to  be 
observed,  neither  praised  nor  blamed  the  policy 
of  the  GK>vemment.  When  they  were  asked 
whether  they  would  carry  out  the  liberal  mea- 
sures enunciated  in  the  Governor's  Speech  they 
declined  to  answer ;  they  rather  disingenuously 
avoided  giving  a  distinct  Yes  or  No  to  that 
question.  Many  of  them  were  Liberals.  They 
were  under  the  necessity  of  securing  the  anti- 
quated and  Conservative  supporters,  and  there- 
fore they  declined  to  pledge  themselves.  They 
declined  to  pledge  themselves  to  carry  out  the 
Liberal  policy  of  last  session,  and,  in  declining 
to  do  that,  they  secured  certain  votes.  By  in- 
geniously combining  together  the  antiquated 
Conservatives  on  their  oiru  side  of  the  House 
and  weak-kneed  Liberal  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  they  obtained  the  majority  which 
carried  the  no-confidence  amendment  and  led  to 
a  dissolution.  The  Government  were  condemned 
for  maladministration,  and  an  appeal  was  made 
to  the  constituencies;  and  the  electors  of  the 
colony,  being  appealed  to,  took  little  or  no 
notice  of  the  maladministration  that  was  al- 
leged, but  they  returned  to  this  House  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  members  all  pledged 
to  carry  out  the  liberal  —  I  may  say  demo- 
cratic— measures  enunciated  in  the  Gbvemor's 
Speech.  They  were  all  pledged  to  cariy  those 
measures  out.  If  we  carry  out  our  pledges — 
if  we  do  what  we  were  sent  here  to  do — then 
there  must  be  a  dissolution  at  the  end  of  thi-» 
session,  and  the  first  session  of  the  seventh 
Parliament  of  New  Zealand  must  be  its  last 
session.  A  dissolution  is  ineritable  if  we  are  to 
carry  out  the  nMMortt  which  we  were  stnt  here 
Dr,  JTaUis 


to  assist  in  carrying  out.  What  hare  the  Op- 
position done?  They  have  drawn  a  herring 
across  the  scent.  They  tell  us:  You  shall  hare 
your  liberal  measures,  provided  you  first  turn 
out  the  present  occupants  of  the  Gt>vemment 
benches — if  you  accept  those  measures  on  that 
condition.  The  amendment  novr  before  the 
House  shows  that  the  present  Opposition  are 
not  one  whit  wiser  than  the  members  of  the  late 
Opposition.  As  I  have  already  said,  the  majority 
of  members  have  been  returned  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  effect  to  certain  important  constitutional 
measures,  such  as  the  extension  of  the  franchise, 
the  shortening  of  the  duration  of  Parliament,  and 
the  redistribution  of  scats  on  the  basis  of  popula- 
tion. These  few  measures  might  be  carried  in  a 
fortnight,  or  a  month  at  the  furthest ;  and,  when 
these  measures  have  been  carried,  then  will  be  the 
time  for  making  another  appeal  to  the  country, 
and  for  taking  a  new  departure.  These  measures 
are  greatly  required  in  the  present  oircumslancet 
of  the  colony.  Following  in  the  footsteps  of  their 
predecessors,  the  present  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition have  tabled  an  amendment,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
carrying  •  out  of  these  important  constitutional 
meosures.  What  is  the  amendment  they  have 
tabled  ?  I  will  prove  to  this  honorable  House, 
by  the  wording  of  it,  that  it  is  insolent,  decep- 
tive, and  unconstitutional.  We  were  sent  here 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  the  wishes  and 
desires  of  the  people  of  this  country.  The  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  in  moving  the  amendment, 
affirms  that  we,  the  members  of  this  House,  are 
prepared  to  give  effect  to  the  desires  of  the  people. 
How  condescending !  Is  not  such  oondesoension 
really  insolence  ?  Again,  the  amendment  appears 
to  me  to  be  deceptive.  Pray,  what  is  the  meaning 
of  it  ?  I  attach  a  certain  meaning  to  the  amend- 
ment— that  we  agree  to  give  effect  to  certain  mea- 
sures. Other  people  attach  another  meaning  to 
that  amendment.  You  may  put  a  dozen  inter- 
pretations upon  the  amendment  which  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  has  laid  before  the  House. 
Again,  the  amendment  is  unconstitutiooaL  Our 
form  of  government  is  Cabinet  government. 
The  members  of  the  Cabinet  all  join  together, 
with  the  Premier  as  it  we  o  binding  them  toge- 
ther. The  amendment  i^  unconstitutional  in 
this  respect,  that  it  proposes  to  separate  thoae 
members,  and  finds  fault  >\ith  the  Ministry  at 
now  constituted.  They  do  not  condescend  to 
tell  ua  which  of  the  Ministers  they  wish  to  get 
rid  of,  and  in  that  respect  the  amendment  seems 
to  me  to  be  unconstitutional.  If  this  amendment 
is  carried,  and  those  who  have  brought  it  forward 
come  across  to  this  side  of  the  House,  then  I  am 
convinced  they  will  no  longer  trouble  themselves 
with  the  extension  of  the  franchise,  or  triennial 
Parliaments,  or  a  redistribution  of  the  consti- 
tuencies. Farewell,  Sir — a  long  farewell — to  all 
attempts  to  improve  the  Constitution  of  this 
colony.  We  shall  fall  back  into  the  old  jog-trot 
state  of  things  which  the  Premier  has  been  en- 
deavouring to  rescue  us  from.  There  will  oomo 
once  again  a  reign  of  dulness  and  of  goreming 
families,  and  we  shall  then  obtain  that  political 
rest  which  thf  honorable  meiAber  for  K^paaoo% 
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was  MO  anxioQi  for  tome  two  years  ago.  The 
wishes,  desires,  and  aspirations  of  the  people 
will  be  disappointed.  Sir,  the  amendment  now 
before  the  House  alludes  Taguelj  to  the  policy  of 
Ihe  GoTemmcnt,  the  policy  which  Ihe  Opposition 
intend  (o  follow,  the  meaeures  which  are  men- 
tioned in  His  Excelleney's  Speech.  These  are 
measures  which  the  Colony  oi  New  Zenland,  in 
the  present  stage  of  its  history,  really  requires. 
At  the  beginning  of  a  country's  history  we  should 
endeaTour  to  give  to  the  country  a  good,  sound, 
solid  Constitution ;  and  that,  Sir,  is  what  the 
l*remier  and  his  colleagues  are  endeavouring  to 
do  by  bringing  forward  the  aforesaid  constitu- 
tional measures.  We  are  just  now  founding  a 
new  nation,  and  the  foundations  which  we  are 
laying  should  be  broad,  and  deep,  and  strong,  and 
just.  The  way  to  lay  such  foundations  at  this 
period  of  our  history  is  to  pass  "such  measures  as 
were  referred  to  in  the  Governor's  Speech.  The 
colony  at  the  present  day  requires  these  measures 
to  be  given  effect  to.  In  this  time  of  enlighten- 
ment and  independence  it  is  dangerous,  it  is 
demoralising,  not  to  give  every  class  of  the  people 
a  vote  connected  with  the  government  of  the 
country ;  in  this  time  of  change  and  progress 
even  three  years  seem  to  be  too  long  a  period 
to  invest  the  representatives  with  power ;  and  in 
these  times  the  growing  sense  of  jusdce  amongst 
us  rebels  against  one  man  having  twice  or  thrice 
or  teu  times  the  voting  or  electoral  power  of 
another  man.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
measures  to  which  I  have  referred  are  urgently 
required  in  this  colony.  The  Government  have 
brought  forward  these  measures,  they  are  here  to 
pass  them,  and,  by  passing  them,  to  amend  and 
extend  the  Constitution.  They  have  worked  to 
bring  these  things  pass.  Sir  Gkorge  Grev  has 
laboured  earnestly  and  energetically  in  order  to 
educate  the  people  into  the  acceptance  of  these 
important  and  progressive  measures.  He  deserves 
all  credit  for  what  he  has  done  in  this  respect. 
The  people  of  New  Zealand  are  now  eager  for  the 
measures ;  which  have  been  treated  with  such  half  • 
heartedness  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi.  The  Go- 
vernment have  educated  the  people,  and  made 
them  ready  for  these  measures ;  and  what  are  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  now  doing?  They  are 
determined  that  the  Government  shall  somehow 
be  baffled  in  their  endeavour  to  carry  out  these 
measures,  and  the  way  in  which  it  is  proposed  to 
baffle  them  is  this :  they  profess  to  be  in  favour 
of  the  measures,  but  say,  "  Let  us  turn  these 
gentlemen  off  the  Treasury  benches,  and  then 
we  will  carry  these  measures  ourselves."  The 
honorable  the  leader  and  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition no  doubt  profess  at  the  present  time  to  be 
favourable  to  these  important  measures.  I  am 
fully  confident  that  they  would  promise  that 
if  they  were  only  on  the  Treasury  benches  they 
would  give  us  an  extension  of  the  suffrage,  trien- 
nial Parliaments,  and  more  equal  electond  power ; 
but  I  am  at  the  same  time  equally  confident  that 
if  they  were  once  on  the  Treasury  benches  such 
pressure  would  be  brought  to  bear  on  them  by  the 
fossilized  members  of  their  party  as  would  com- 
pel tliera  to  wriggle  out  of  their  promise.    They 


could  not  help  doing  so.  They  know  the  present 
Government  have  educated  the  people  to  receive 
these  measures,  yet  they  now  ask  us  to  turn  the 
Government  off  their  seats  before  they  will  con- 
sent to  these  measures  being  passed.  They  say 
virtually,  "Turn  them  off,  put  us  on,  and  then 
we  will  give  you  all  you  want.  Indeed,  there 
is  nothing  at  variance  with  our  old  professions, 
nothing  at  variance  with  our  former  practice, 
that  we  will  not  accede  to  if  you  will  consent  to 
put  us  at  the  head  of  affairs."  But,  if  they  were 
once  on  this  side  of  the  House,  I  am  convinced 
that  Ihey  would  change  their  minds.  They  would 
see  things  in  a  different  light  from  that  in  which 
they  see  them  now.  We  should  find  that,  if  they 
were  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  carried  these 
m<asures,  there  would  be  a  necessity  for  a  dis- 
solution ;  and  they  are  not  prepared  to  face  the 
country.  If  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  were  to 
go  to  the  country,  and  if  he  were  to  stand  on  the 
hustings,  where  members  are  sometimes  roughly 
treated,  the  first  question  his  constituents  would 
put  to  him  would  be,  "  Is  it  true  you  stole  the 
clothes  of  Sir  George  Grey  while  he  was  bathing  P" 
They  would  never  pass  these  measures.  Suppose 
they  were  in  office.  We  should  have  the  honorable 
member  for  Selwyn  as  Prime  Minister,  and  it 
is  said  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  will  be 
Colonial  Treasurer,  and  I  think  the  honorable 
member  for  G^raldine  is  to  be  Minister  for 
Public  Works.  I  am  not  in  the  secrets  of  the 
Opposition,  and  I  do  not  know  for  certain,  but 
these  are  the  rumours.  I  do  not  know  who  is 
to  bo  Postmaster- General,  for  instance.  I  know 
that  the  present  Government,  in  appointing  a 
Postmaster- General,  selected  the  most  kind- 
hearted  man  that  they  could  find,  but  other 
Cbvernments  have  always  selected  the  weakest- 
minded  men.  Well,  this  Cabinet  meet  together 
for  the  first  time ;  and  what  do  they  do  P  The 
question  before  them  is  how  to  get  out  of  it — 
how  not  to  do  it.  They  have  promised  to  carry 
these  measures,  and  they  want  to  get  out  of  the 
promise.  At  the  Cabinet  meeting  the  Premier, 
seconded  by  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont, 
says,  "  We  will  get  out  of  it  in  this  way :  We  will 
knock  the  whole  thing  on  the  head — wo  will  pro- 
pose quadrennial  Parliaments  instead  of  triennial 
Parliaments."  Another  member  of  the  party 
says,  "Oh!  that  will  not  do:  what  we  must  do 
will  be  to  emasculate  the  measures ;  we  must 
tone  them  down  until  the  democratic  vigour  has 
departed  out  of  them."  Another  gentleman  says, 
"Oh,  there  is  a  better  course  than  that.  We 
have  been  elected  for  five  years.  We  will  post- 
pone carrying  the  measures  until  the  present 
Parliament  has  got  into  its  dotage,  four  or  five 
years  hence."  That  will  be  agreed  to.  They  will 
come  down  to  this  House,  and  these  measures, 
which  seem  to  us  immensely  important,  will  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  That  is  how  they  are  to 
get  out  of  this  difficulty.  The  amendment  which 
is  now  before  the  House  condemns  more  par- 
ticularly the  perxonnel  oi  the  Ministry.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact  that  there  is  in  it  no  allusion 
whatever  to  the  question  of  maladministration. 
I  beg  the  House  to  notice  this :  Here  is  an  amend- 
ment which  does  not  refer  to  maladministration ; 
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yet  every  speech  has  been  directed  to  the  question 
of  maladministration.  That  is  singular.  I  am 
aware  that,  in  speeches  in  connection  with  the  Ad- 
dress in  Reply,  and  in  connection  with  motions 
of  no  confidence,  everv  latitude  is  allowed  j  but  it 
is  a  latitude  which  is  altogether  improper  if  it 
allows  a  debate  to  be  carried  on  in  connection 
with  a  subject  that  is  not  so  much  as  alluded  to 
in  the  amendment  itself.  Those  gentlemen  have 
all  addressed  the  House  on  what  they  hare  called 
the  maladministration  of  the  GoTerument.  A  f e  w 
faults  and  weaknesses — perhaps  a  few  errors — of 
the  G-orernment  have  been  collected  or  invented — 
I  do  not  know  which — and  these  errors  or  weak- 
nesses on  (he  part  of  the  Government  have  been 
set  before  the  House  in  the  darkest  colours  by  the 
orators  of  the  Opposition.  It  must  bo  admitted 
that  there  may  have  been  some  truth  in  the 
charges  brought  by  the  Opposition  against  the 
Ministry.  It  is  a  fact  that  all  Ministries  blun- 
der; but  the  present  Ministry,  in  my  opinion, 
has  blundered  vastly  less  than  the  "  continuous 
Ministry  "  before  them,  or  any  other  Ministry 
anterior  to  them.  All  Ministries  are  too  prone 
to  make  promises  which  they  cannot  keep,  to 
interfere  in  matters  in  which  they  ought  not  to 
interfere,  and  to  bo  more  extravagant  with  the 
money  of  the  country  than  they  ought  to  be. 
All  Ministries  are  more  or  less  liable  to  do  these 
things  ;  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  members  like 
myself  when  we  see  remarkable  watchfulness 
against  maladministration,  eren  if  the  motive 
which  influences  that  watchfulness  is  somewhat 
questionable.  We  like  to  see  watchfulness  :  but 
we  should  be  just  and  merciful.  We  should 
endeavour  to  do  justice  even  to  our  enemies,  and 
we  should  remember  this,  that  it  is  almost  im- 
possible for  a  weak  Government  to  escape  from 
errors  of  this  description.  The  "continuous 
Ministry  "  was  a  strong  Ministry,  and  they  had 
no  excuse  for  the  errors  and  the  mii^takes  which 
they  raUde ;  but  a  weak  Ministry  has  excuses. 
A  Government  which  holds  office  only  upon 
the  votes  of  the  trimmers  or  the  independents 
of  the  Houjio  cannot  help,  at  times,  doing 
wrong.  A  weak  Government  is  always  tempted 
to  play  fast-and-Ioose  with  promises,  to  exercise 
patronage  in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  to  keep  the 
bait  dangling  licfore  gentlemen  of  easy  virtue. 
Throughout  this  debate  I  have  been  much  struck 
with  one  thing,  and  that  is,  that  the  faults  or 
mistakes  of  the  Government  pointed  out  in  the 
debate  a  mo!ith  ago  have  not  been  so  much  as 
alluded  to  in  this  debate.  Wo  heard  a  great 
deal  then  about  the  Tapanui  Railway  job.  What 
has  become  of  it?  I  have  not  heard  a  word 
about  it  in  this  debate.  We  heard  a  great  deal 
about  the  £2,000  given  to  Mr.  Larnarch,  and 
yet,  with  the  exception  of  the  allusion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi  this  afternoon,  it 
has  not  even  been  alluded  to  in  this  debate. 
We  also  heard  then  a  great  deal  about  the  vast 
amount  of  improper  patronage  of  which  the 
Government  had  been  gtiilty,  but  nothing  of  tliat 
sort  has  been  said  this  session  in  my  presence. 
Again,  such  objections  as  these  have  been  made 
against  the  Government :  We  are  told  the  law 
luw  nut  been  properly  administered.  But  there 
Dr,  WaUU 


has  been  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  laws  of 
the  country  are  not  administered  as  well  now  as 
when  the  last  Ministry  was  in  office.  A  great 
dcnl  has  been  made  of  the  neglect  of  lunatic 
asjlum?,  and  tlie  honorable  member  for  Selwyn 
appeared  to  take  a  grtat  interest  in  that  matter. 
I  too  take  a  great  interest  in  lunatic  asylums. 
I  have  been  an  inmate  of  a  lunatic  asjlum  for  a 
whole  year.  Some  honorable  members  appear 
to  be  astonished.  An  honorable  gentleman  near 
me  looks  at  me  as  though  I  would  bite  him. 
Another  appears  to  think,  *'  It  must  have  been  a 
very  well-conducted  asylum,  for  you  are  certainly 
quite  cured."  I  was  there.  Sir,  as  surgeon  to 
the  asylum,  and  not  as  a  patient;  and  I  have 
always  taken  a  very  great  interest  in  matt^ri 
of  tliis  kind.  I  say  no  evidence  has  been  given 
to  us  to  show  that  tliere  has  been  any  neglect 
in  this  respect.  But  the  thing  which  has  most 
amused  me  in  this  debate  is  Uie  complaint  made 
against  the  Ministry  of  interfeiing  with  the  elec- 
tions. Floods  of  indignation  have  been  poured 
out  against  them  for  what  they  have  done  in 
connection  with  these  elections.  Sir,  we  all  know 
that  it  is  with  Ministries  as  with  individuals — 
"  Self-preservation  is  the  first  law  '* — and  I  ask.  If 
these  very  gentlemen  who  have  been  accusing 
Ministers  of  improperly  interfering  with  the  elec- 
tions had  been  in  office,  would  they  have  acted 
differently?  I  will  promise  them  mj  vote  if 
any  one  of  them  will  dare  to  rise  up  and,  without 
laugh  or  blush,  say  they  would  not  have  done  the 
same  things  if  they  had  been  in  office.  Not  one 
of  them,  without  laughter  or  blushing,  could  make 
that  assertion.  The  existence  of  a  Ministry  is  at 
stake,  and  the  telegraph  is  at  hand.  They  may 
use  it,  surely  ?  They  constantly  do  use  it  for  bU 
sorts  of  purposes ;  and  it  may  be  that  in  sending 
a  telegram  they  have  made  a  mbtake,  and  not 
paid  for  it.  It  is  the  same  thing  with  reference 
to  the  railway,  and  with  reference  to  the  "  BSne- 
moa."  I  say,  if  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition 
had  been  in  office,  and  if  they  were  told  that  they 
would  get  two  or  three  seats  in  Auckland  if  only 
the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn,  being  Premier, 
was  thei-e  in  a  day  or  two,  he  would  immediately 
send  for  Captain  Fairchild,  and  within  half  an 
hour  steam  would  be  up,  and  he  would  be  on 
board  his  vessel ;  and  would  very  soon  be  com- 
plaining that  they  were  not  going  half  fast  enough, 
and  would  tell  the  captain  to  go  at  full  speed, 
so  that  he  might  get  to  Auckland  in  time.  It  is 
perfectly  certain  that,  if  the?e  gentlemen  had 
been  in  office  when  the  elections  were  going  on, 
they  would  have  done  exactly  the  same  thing  as 
the  present  Ministry  did.  There  is  certainly  one 
true  charge  brought  against  Ministers — and  that 
is,  their  extravagance.  I  admit  at  once  that 
the  Grey  Ministry  have  been  nearly  as  extra- 
vagant OB  the  "continuous  Ministry'*  which 
went  before  them.  But,  Sir,  till  within  the  last 
two  years  or  so  this  colony  had  been  for  twenty 
years  previously  under  the  government  of  a  par- 
ticular class,  and  that  class  had  been  teaching  tho 
Q overnment  extravagance  for  twenty  years.  Now, 
they  have  suddenly  become  prudent,  and  pretend 
to  be  economists  in  order  to  get  back  into  the 
Government  again.     Who    are   they   who    first 
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began  the  debt  of  the  oolonj  P  I  say  the  olaM 
now  represented  bj  the  Opposition,  and  who  are 
crjinff  out  for  economy.  Who  are  the  class  who 
stirred  up  the  Maori  war  fifteen  or  sixteen  years 
SCO,  and  so  led  to  extravagance  ?  I  say  the  Tery 
class  who  are  now  blaming  the  Ministry  for  ex- 
traragance.  Who  are  they  who  forced  the  CiTil 
Service  into  its  present  orergrown  and  overpaid 
condition  but  the  class  who  are  now  finding  mult 
with  the  extravagance  of  the  gentlemen  on  those 
benches  P  Who  are  the  people  who  bought  resi* 
denoes  for  Ministers,  and  sent  Home  for  the  "  Hine- 
moa"P  Those  very  gentlemen  who  are  now  cry- 
ing out  against  extravagance.  Who  are  they  who 
encoura^  the  borrowing  policy,  which,  like  al- 
cohol, |;ives  a  little  relief  for  a  moment  at  the 
cost  of  immense  suffering  afterwards  P  Who  in- 
augurated this  but  the  gentlemen  who  are  now 
complaining  that  the  Government  are  not  suffi- 
ciently economical  P  Why,  Sir,  it  was  the  class 
to  which  these  gentlemen  belong  which  created 
the  current  of  extravagance ;  the  State  ship  got 
into  that  current,  and  all  the  present  Ministry 
can  do  is  to  try  and  get  that  ship  out  of  it  again. 
The  present  GKoyemment  went  into  office  on  the 
imderstanding  that  they  would  do  all  in  their 
power  to  curtail  expense;  but  they  were  not 
strong  enough  to  do  all  that  they  could  wish  in 
that  respect.  One  feature  in  this  debate  has 
pained  me  Terr  much,  and  that  is,  the  personal 
attacks  upon  the  Premier.  In  the  last  debate,  a 
month  or  two  ago,  and  in  this  debate,  yerj  hard 
things  have  been  aimed  at  him.  He  was  onarsed 
in  this  House,  in  the  last  Parliament,  and  he  has 
been  charged  in  the  Opposition  Press  outside, 
with  being  an  anarchist,  a  revolutionist;  with 
wanting  to  set  up  a  personal  government — a 
despotism ;  with  setting  class  against  class.  Our 
venerable  and  worthy  Premier  an  anarchist  and 
revolutionist !  The  very  idea  is  absurd.  States- 
men who  bring  forward  liberal  measures,  as  he 
has  done — are  they  men  to  promote  anarchy  and 
revolution  P  These  are  not  measures  that  tend 
to  destroy  order  and  liberty.  They  are  reform 
measures.  The  Premier  and  bis  colleagues  have, 
as  it  were,  kindled  a  fire  under  the  kettle  of 
reform.  I  remember,  in  reading  the  London 
Punch  long  ago,  being  very  much  struck  with 
a  remarkable  cartoon  in  it.  It  was  this :  In  the 
middle  of  the  picture  was  a  large  vessel  filled 
with  Parliamentary  Bills.  This  vessel  was  the 
reform  cauldron  or  kettle.  Beside  it  was  John 
Bright,  who  was  stooping  down  and  trying  to 
blow  into  a  fiame  a  coal  under  the  kettle.  It  was 
a  small  live  coal,  and  he,  with  his  jpreat  strong 
lungs,  was  trying  to  kindle  it  into  &me,  sajing 
at  Uie  same  time,  ''  I  hope  it  will  soon  boil."  I 
see  that  kettle  now,  but  the  figures  round  it 
are  different.  Instead  of  John  Bright,  I  see 
the  honorable  member  for  Christchuroh  Citr,  Sir 
George  Ghrey.  He  is  trying  to  kindle  the  coal,  and 
on  the  other  side,  preteucQng  to  help  him,  is  the 
honorable  member  for  Selwjn.  He  is  pretending 
to  kindle  the  fire,  but  he  is  at  the  same  time 
taking  out  a  syringe  and  squirting  water  on  it, 
while  around  him  are  a  number  of  figures  repre- 
senting bis  followers  and  the  Opposition  news- 
papers, all  with  small  syringes  in  their  huids, 
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pretending  to  help  reform,  but  really  trying  to 
extinguish  it.  The  Premier  has  also  bteen  accused 
of  being  an  autocrat — of  seeking  to  establish  per- 
sonal government  and  C«sarism.  Let  me  ex- 
amine that  charge  briefiy.  I  wonder  if  those  who 
make  this  charge  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
words.  It  is  a  pity  they  have  taken  fiight  and 
left  the  House,  or  I  woula  explain  the  meaning  of 
tnese  words  for  their  benefit.  Do  they  know 
what "  autocrat "  means  P  The  Emperor  of  Bussia 
is  an  autocrat,  and  so  is  the  Sultan  of  Turkey.  Is 
our  Premier  like  them  P  Do  they  know  what 
personal  government  is  P  That  is  an  expression 
which  is  much  used  by  English  papers  now. 
Lord  Beaoonsfield  has  been  accused  of  establish- 
ing personal  government  because  he  has  been  try- 
ing to  give  the  Queen  larger  power  and  authority 
than  the  Liberals  think  nght.  Now,  is  anything 
of  that  sort  shown  by  the  Premier  P  Can  they 
accuse  him  of  trying  to  invest  the  late  Governor, 
or  the  present  Governor,  with  greater  power  P 
That  would  be  personal  government.  They  accuse 
himi  also,  of  C»sarism.  That,  of  course,  is  the 
kind  of  government  which  prevailed  all  over 
the  world  during  the  first  centuries  of  our  era. 
Is  there  any  resemblance  between  our  Premier 
and  the  twelve  or  twenty  Casars  P  No,  Sir ;  no 
more  than  between  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
and  the  Deril  himself.  But  I  make  a  mistake: 
there  is  a  resemblance  between  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  his  Satanic  Majesty.  His  Satanic 
Majesty  formerly  belonged  to  a  higher  and  better 
sphere ;  but  he  left  that  sphere  of  his  own  free 
will,  and  finally  turned  up  in  a  vexy  bad  worid» 
whose  name  is  never  mentioned  to  ears  polite. 
There,  according  to  worthy  John  Milton,  he  was 
elected  as  representative,  and  was  sent  to  this 
world.  He  came  and  played  many  sad  tricks, 
and  to  him  we  owe  nearly  all  our  woes.  There 
is,  therefore,  some  resembiance  between  that  per- 
sonage and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  He, 
too,  once  lived  in  another  and  higher  place, 
and  left  it  of  his  own  free  will.  He,  too,  turned 
up  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  everlasting 
snows,  and  was  sent  here  as  a  representative,  and 
ever  since  he  came  here  he  has  been  stirring 
up  bad  blood  amongst  us.  Perhaps  I  am  going 
a  little  too  far :  I  apologize  for  having  done  so. 
There  is  no  resemblance  in  reality.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  is  so  kind,  so  amiable,  so  worthy, 
that  I  think  it  is  a  pity  he  has  taken  a  part  in  the 
arena  of  politics.  The  Premier  has  been  accused 
of  setting  class  against  class.  All  great  men,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world  downwards,  have  been 
accused  of  doing  the  same  thing.  Eyen  in  the 
very  earliest  times,  such  a  great  man  as  Moses 
was  said  to  haye  set  class  against  dass,  for  he 
set  a  dass  of  slaves  against  their  masters. 
Then,  again,  patriots,  philanthroi)ists,  reformers, 
both  religious  and  social,  have  invariably  been 
calumniated  as  turning  the  world  upside  down 
and  setting  class  against  class.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Premier  pretends  to  be,  or  thinks 
that  he  is,  either  a  great  or  a  good  man,  but 
he  has  been  cidumniated  and  misrepresented 
and  persecuted  as  much  as  if  he  had  been 
one  of  the  greatest  and  best  of  men.  What  in 
the  world  has  the  Premier  of  this  colony  done 
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are  giyen  here.  I  then  gave  another  qaotation, 
of  which  I  will  now  gire  the  actual  words.  They 
are  as  follow : — 

"  In  company  with  Dr.  Traill,  the  rector  of 
SchuU,  I  met  Dr.  McCormick,  the  dispensary 
physician  of  the  Parish  of  Kilmore.  He  stated 
that,  on  Tuesday,  9th  March,  he  had  met  a  man — 
a  father — tottering  along  the  road :  a  rope  was 
oyer  his  shoulder,  and  at  the  other  end  of  the 
rope,  streeling  along  the  ground,  were  two  dead 
cmldren,  whom  he  was  with  difficulty  dragging 
to  the  grare."— (Trench,  p.  891.) 

I  may  say  that  there  are  other  statements  in- 
finitely more  shocking  showing  the  ways  in  which 
these  persons  perished  hy  most  dreadful  deaths. 
Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  what  Lord  Beaconsfield 
said  on  the  occasion,  what  I  said  to  the  House 
was  this  :  that  I  beliered  that  the  effect  of  the 
land  laws  as  at  present  existing  was  to  harden  the 
human  heart — that  the  yery  landlords  who  were 
kind  to  their  dependants  in  times  of  difficulty,  and 
would  giye  large  sums  of  money  to  alleviate  dis- 
tress, yet  appeared  unconscious  of  the  misery  of 
the  millions ;  and  I  said  that  the  famine  in 
Ireland  was  to  be  attributed  to  man,  and  to 
the  laws  which  preyailed — laws  whicli  could  be 
altered  —  and  that  the  Qoyemment  had  been 
repeatedly 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  now  enlarging  upon  his  original 
speech,  and  ^ing  beyond  a  personal  explanation. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  was  only  condensing,  Sir  j 
but  I  will  not  continue.  I  then  quoted  certain 
words  used  by  Lord  Beaconsfield.  This  is  taken 
£rom  the  London  Times  of  20th  Noyember,  1868. 
It  is  a  quotation  from  a  part  of  a  speech — all  that 
relates  to  this  subject — made  by  the  then  Premier 
of  England,  Mr.  Disraeli,  when  addressing  the 
electors  at  Aylesbury,  on  the  occasion  of  a  general 
election.  After  describing  the  deplorable  condi- 
tion of  Ireland  twenty -fiye  years  ago,  he  said, — 

**  But  a  greater  power  than  man  produced  an 
effect  on  their  economical  condition.  That  hap- 
pened in  Ireland  which  was  infinitely  greater  in 
its  effects  than  any  political  or  social  revolution 
which  eyer  occurred  in  any  country  of  the  world. 
The  population  was  so  reduced  that  the  state  of 
affairs — the  monstrous  state  of  affisdrs — to  which  I 
haye  adverted,  that  of  a  population  greater,  to 
the  square  mile,  than  in  any  other  European  coun- 
try, and  perhaps  in  any  Asiatic  country  except 
China,  ceased.  And  what  has  happened  to  In- 
land during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  ?  The 
people  are  now  no  longer  in  the  condition  in  which 
they  were :  they  have  better  raiment,  better  resi- 
dences J  and  they  have  much  better  food. — (A 
Voice  :  *  Three  cheers  for  the  famine.') — Well, 
you  have  given  three  cheers  before  this  for  things 
which  have  not  done  so  much  good  to  man  as 
that  famine.  I  was  about  to  say,  when  I  was  in- 
terrupted by  a  yoice  that  I  think  is  familiar  to 
me — (laughter  and  cheers), — that  the  progress  of 
Ireland  during  the  last  twenty  years  has  been 
more  rapid  than  the  progress  01  England." 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— May  I  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  read  the  context  a  little  before 
and  a  little  after  what  he  has  read  ?    I  saw  the 
honorable  gentleman  this  morning,  and  he  pro- 
^V  &.  Qrey 


mised  to  read  the  context.  I  would  like  him  to 
do  so,  and  I  would  then  ask  him  how  he  can  re- 
concile it  with  the  words  uttered  by  himself.  He 
said,  "Then,  when  a  voice  in  the  crowd  which 
Mr.  Disraeli  recognized  cried  out,  '  Three  cheers 
for  the  famine  in  Ireland,'  Mr.  Disraeli  assented, 
and  three  cheers  were  given ;  and,  when  finished, 

Mr.  Disraeli  said ."     I  apprehend.  Sir,  that 

that  is  entirely  away  from  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  now  stated,  and  also  still  further 
away  from  the  context.  I  have  the  context  on 
both  sides  in  my  hand ;  but  of  course  the  House 
will  not  care  to  haye  it  except  the  honorable 
gentleman  himself  read  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  matter  must  stand  over 
for  the  present,  as  the  time  has  now  arrived  for 
the  presentation  of  the  Address. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Would  the  Premier  fayour  us 
with  the  authority  from  which  he  has  quoted  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY.—"  Realities  of  Irish  Life,"  by 
Trench. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  that,  accompanied 
by  the  mover  and  seconder,  and  several  other 
members  of  the  House,  he  attended  on  His  Ex- 
cellency at  three  o'clock,  with  the  Address  in 
reply  to  the  Governor's  Speech,  to  which  His 
Excellency  was  pleased  to  make  the  following 
answer : — 

"  Mb.  Speaeeb,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
OP  Repbesentatites, — 

"I  thank  you  for  this  Address,  and  for  the 
assurance  which  it  contains  that  the  yarious  mea- 
sures that  may  be  brought  before  you  will  receive 
your  earnest  and  careful  consideration. 

"  I  am  at  all  times  desirous  that  my  Goyem- 
ment  should  be  in  accordance  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  in  Parliament,  and  I  have 
therefore  taken  measures  for  the  formation  of  a 
new  Administration." 

MINISTRY. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— With  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  wish  to  say  that  myself  and  my  col- 
leagues haye  placed  our  resignations  in  the  nanda 
of  His  Excellency,  who  was  pleased  to  accept  the 
same,  requesting,  at  the  same  time,  that  we  would 
continue  to  hold  office  and  perform  our  duty  until 
our  successors  were  appointed ;  so  that  we  now 
only  occupy  the  position  in  the  House  of  holding 
office  until  the  new  Ministry  has  been  formed. 

Mr.  HALL. — By  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
I  wish  to  state  that  yesterday  afternoon  I  iras 
sent  for  by  His  Excellency,  who  informed  me 
that  his  Ministers  had  resigned,  and  requested  me 
to  form  a  new  GoTcmment.  After  consultation 
with  His  Excellency,  I  agreed  to  endeavour  to  do 
so,  and  have  since  then  been  engaged  in  that  task. 
I  must  now  ask  the  House  to  be  ^ood  enough  to 
adjourn  for  the  purpose  of  enabhng  me  to  com- 
plete the  task.  I  had  intended  to  ask  the  House 
to  adjourn  until  Thursday,  but  I  understand  from 
the  Prime  Minister  that  supplies  for  carrying  on 
the  public  service  may  be  required  before  t^en. 
I  therefore  ask  that  the  House  should  adjourn 
UU  to-morrow,  with   the    understanding    that, 
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b0jond  Supply,  no  further  business  should  be 
proceeded  with,  and  that  the  House  will  then 
adjourn  till  Thursday.  I  shall  then,  I  trust,  be 
able  to  announce  the  formation  of  a  GoTemment 
which  will  command  the  approval  of  His  Excel- 
lency, the  House,  and  the  country.  I  now  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  until  the  usual 
hour  to-morrow. 

Sir  Q-.  GBEY. — I  second  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment, without  in  any  way  committing  my- 
self to  the  fact  that  the  Ministry  formed  wUl 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  three  o'clock. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednetday,  Hth  October,  1879. 


Tba  lato  Speaker  —  Ministrj  —  Imprest  Supply  Bill  — 
Hinistrj. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  chaif  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

THE  LATE  SPEAKEE. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  the  Council  that  I  have  received  the 
following  letter  from  Mr.  George  Bichardsou, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  an  illuminated  copy 
of  the  resolution  passed  by  this  Council  relative 
to  the  loss  sustained  by  it  through  the  death  of 
the  Hon.  Major  Richardson  : — 

"  Dunedin,  September  17, 1879. 

"Sib, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  for- 
warding to  rae  an  illuminated  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislative  Council  with  regard  to  the 
loss  the  Council  has  sustained  by  the  death  of 
Major  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Richardson,  lately  the 
Sp^er  of  the  Council. 

"  I  have  to  thank  your  honorable  House  for  its 
consideration  in  forwarding  me  a  copy  of  the 
resolution,  and  to  express  my  deep  gratification 
at  the  terms  in  which  the  Council  has  given  utter- 
ance to  the  sentiments  it  entertained  towards  my 
father,  the  late  Speaker. — I  have,  &c., 

"Geo.  Riohabpsok. 
"  The  Hon.  Sir  WUliam  Fitzherbert, 
"  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
"  Wellington." 

«  MINISTRY. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— Sir,  a  com- 
mnnication  has  been  made  to  the  G^remment  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  who  is  at  present  engaged  in 
forming  an  Administration,  requesting  our  assist- 
ance in  carrying  through  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill 
which  has  only  by  an  accident  been  delayed  since 
yesterday.  1  need  hardly  say  we  are  very  happy 
to  give  as  much  assistance  as  we  can.  The  in- 
coming Government  have  not  been  sworn  in,  and 
it  would  be  an  inconvenient  thing,  and  a  discour- 
tesy to  this  Council,  to  ask  them  to  pass  this 
Bill  unless  it  was  taken  charge  of  by  a  Cabinet 
Minister.    Consequently,  I  am  here  to-day  on 


purpose  to  give  such  assistance  as  I  can  towards 
advancing  the  public  service  in  passing  this 
Imprest  Supply  Bill,  which  may  be  expected 
in  this  Chamber  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  think 
honor&ble  gentlemen  will  complain  if  I  ask  them 
not  to  press  any  business  on  the  Order  Paper, 
although,  shoula  it  be  the  wish  of  the  Council, 
and  be  to  the  public  advantage,  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  appointing  those  Committees  which 
may  be  necessary  to  sit  in  order  to  clear  off  peti- 
tions and  other  business.  If  that  course  is 
adopted,  I  would  ask  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson 
to  postpone  his  motion,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes 
likewise,  and  simply  to  take  the  appointment  of 
aU  the  Committees  proposed  by  the  various  honor- 
able gentlemen ;  after  which  I  propose  that  we  do 
adjourn  until  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill  comes  up 
from  another  place.  Should  that  meet  with  the 
concurrenoe  of  the  Council,  I  should  like  to  move 
that  the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  in  order 
to  admit  of  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill  passing 
through  all  its  stages  in  one  day,  which  is  the 
motion  I  now  make. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third 
time. 

MINISTRY. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  DILLON  BELL. -Sir,  with 
your  permission  and  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
Council,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to 
the  matter  to  which  I  referred  yesterday.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  desirous  of  showing  that  respect 
which  ought  to  be  paid  by  an  incoming  Minis- 
try to  this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  in  which 
there  is  as  yet  no  member  of  his  Government, 
has  asked  me  to  state  that  he  has  submitted  to 
His  Excellency  a  list  of  certain  gentlemen  whom 
he  has  proposed  to  be  appointed  to  adminis* 
ter  the  affairs  of  the  country.  These  are  the 
names:  Mr.  Whitaker,  whom  His  Excellency 
will  call  to  this  CouncU,  will  hold  the  office  of 
Attorney-General ;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  will  take 
the  ofiice  of  Colonial  Secretary  and  be  Prime 
Minister  of  the  new  Government ;  Major  Atkin- 
son will  take  the  offices  of  Colonial  Treasurer 
and  Commissioner  of  Customs ;  Mr.  Oliver  will 
take  the  office  of  Minister  of  Public  Works ; 
Mr.  RoUeston  will  take  the  offices  of  Minister  of 
Lands,  Immigration,  and  Education ;  Mr.  Bryco 
will  take  the  office  of  Native  Minister ;  Mr. 
Henare  Tomoana  will  hold  office  as  the  Native 
member  of  the  Executive  Council.  Mr.  Hall 
begs  me  to  state  to  the  Council  that  he  has 
not  yet  completed  his  arrangements  for  the  Post 
Office,  or  the  Mines,  or  the  Administration  of 
Justice,  but  that  he  is  at  present  engaged  in  con- 
sidering how  these  offices  should  be  filled.  He 
proposes,  however,  to  wait  until  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Whitaker — who  may  be  expected  to  take  his 
seat  in  the  Council,  by  virtue  of  His  Excellency's 
writ  of  summons,  next  Tuesday — before  those 
arrangements  are  made.  Mr.  Hall  expresses  the 
hope  that  the  Council  will  allow  me  to  ask 
for  an  adjournment  until  Tuesday ;  and  there- 
fore, unless  there  b  any  objection  on  the  part  of 
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membert  of  tbe  Council,  I  will  more,  That,  at  its 
rising,  this  Council  do  adjourn  until  Tuesday, 
when  Mr.  Whitakcr  will  be  prepared  to  make 
a  statement  as  to  the  policj  of  the  Goyernment. 
I  beg  again  to  taj  that  it  is  out  of  personal 
friendship  for  Mr.  Hall  that  I  make  this  state- 
ment, and  that,  so  far  as  I  am  mjself  concerned, 
it  has  no  political  significance. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WfllTMORE.— I  hare  no 
objection  to  take  against  the  proposal.  In  fact, 
I  am  sitting  here  at  this  moment  entirely  out 
of  consideration  and  coiirtesj  to  the  Goremment 
which  is  to  succeed  the  one  to  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  belonging.  I  think  it  yery  reason- 
able that  there  should  be  a  certain  delay  under 
the  circumstances  stated  by  my  honorable  friend, 
but  I  confess  I  do  receive  with  some  little  surprise 
and  regret  the  announcement  that  the  Gbvemment 
which  succeeded  that  to  which  I  belong  should 
not  haye  been  able  to  find  a  gentleman  in  the 
Council  to  represent  them ;  and  we  perhaps  have 
some  reason  to  complain,  as  we  haye  had  to  do  in 
the  past,  that  we  are  to  be  led  by  a  gentleman 
introduced  for  that  special  purpose.  I  should 
haye  been  glad  if  the  Hon.  Sir  Francis  Dillon 
Bell,  or  if  another  honorable  gentleman  who  has 
generally  had  to  differ  from  me,  or  eyen  if  my 
predecessor  in  oflSce,  had  taken  my  place  and  been 
associated  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall ;  but  it  is 
worthy  of  notice  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
course  adopted,  we  are  to  have  reintroduced  into 
this  Council  a  gentleman  who  in  years  past  made 
himself  so  usciul  and  was  so  great  an  ornament 
to  the  discussions  of  this  Council.  I  hare  no 
personal  feeling  in  these  remarks,  but  make  them 
wholly  in  the  interests  of  the  Council.  I  do 
regret  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  go 
outside  our  ranks  to  find  a  member  to  represent 
the  Government. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  four 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Sth  October,  1879. 


First  Besdiog— Imprest  Supply  Bill— Minutry. 

Mr.  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Christchurch  Church  Property  Trustees  Bill. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  tliii-d 
time. 

MINISTRY. 
Mr.  HALL. — Mr.  Speaker,  when  the  House 
last  met  I  stated  that  I  had  bi^eu  intrusted  by 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  task  of 
proposing  to  him  the  names  of  gentlemen  who 
should  foim  a  new  Government.  Since  then 
I  am  glad  to  state  that  I  have  been  able  to 
submit  to  His  Excellency  names  which  have 
Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell 


reoeived  his  approval.  They  are  as  follow :  Mr. 
F.  Whitaker— who  will  be  appointed  to  a  seat 
in  the  Legislative  Council — will  take  the  office  of 
Attorney-General ;  I  shall  myself  take  the  oflioe 
of  Colonial  Secretary  with  the  Premiership,  Major 
Atkinson  will  take  the  offices  of  Colonial  Trea- 
surer and  Commissioner  of  Customs,  Mr.  Oliver 
will  take  the  office  of  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
Mr.  Rolleston  will  take  the  offices  of  Minister  of 
Lands  and  Immigration  and  Minister  of  Educa- 
lion,  Mr.  Bryce  will  take  the  office  of  Minister 
of  Native  Afiairs,  Mr.  Henare  Tomoana  will 
accept  office  as  a  Maori  member  of  the  Executive 
Council.  The  House  will  perceive  that  this  does 
not  comprise  the  full  number  of  eight  Ministers 
which  by  law  may  be  appointed  ;  but  we  have 
thought  it  desirable  not  to  wait  until  the  full 
number  should  be  completed,  believine  that  the 
number  announced  will  be  sufficient  for  the  present 
to  carry  on  the  public  business.  We  propose  at 
as  early  a  date  as  possible  to  complete  the  number. 
It  will  be  seen  that  provision  for  the  offices  of 
Minister  of  Mines  and  Minister  of  Justice  has 
not  yet  been  decided  upon.  When  the  Ministry 
is  complete  there  will  probably  have  to  be  a  cer- 
tain redistribution  of  some  of  the  offices,  which 
we  hope  will  include  members  from  parts  of  the 
colony  which  in  this  list  are  not  adequately 
provided  for.  The  gentlemen  who  have  agreed 
to  act  with  me,  haying  carefully  considered  the 
course  which  it  is  right  to  ask  this  House  to 
pursue,  have  decided  to  ask  for  an  adjournment 
until  Tuesday  next,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
us  to  moke  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
public  business,  and  of  enabling  us  to  mature 
the  measures  we  desire  to  submit  to  the  House. 
I  feel  confident  the  House  will  give  us  that  fair 
opportunity  which  is  always  afibrded  to  gentle- 
men in  our  position  for  not  only  bringing  before 
the  House  their  business  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  but  bringing  it  before  the  House  in 
such  a  way  as  will  r^ly  tend  to  the  despatch 
of  business.  If  the  Government  are  not  allowed 
that  opportunity — ^if  it  should  be  proposed  that 
we  should  go  on  with  the  business  at  oneo — ^it 
will  be  obvious  to  any  gentleman  of  experience 
that  an  investigation  of  the  business  of  the 
country,  and  a  consideration  of  the  measures  we 
wish  to  bring  before  it,  must  be  considerably 
delayed.  We  believe  we  shall  be  consulting  the 
due  despatch  of  public  business,  and  also  really 
consulting  the  convenience  of  honorable  members 
themselves,  by  proposing  that  the  House  should 
adjourn  until  Tuesday  next.  I  therefore  beg  to 
move.  That  this  House,  at  its  rising,  dqi^joum 
until  Tuesday. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — I  think  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  asking  more  at  the  present 
moment  than  he  ought  to  expect  this  House  to 
grant.  He  has  been  in  Wellington  for  a  very 
considerable  time ;  he  has  had  an  opportunity 
of  consulting  those  gentlemen  with  whom  he  is 
about  to  act;  and  I  think  that,  considering  the 
state  of  public  business,  and  the  natural  desire 
of  honorable  members  to  go  home  and  attend  to 
their  usual  avocations,  it  is  not  too  much  to  ex- 
pect the  honorable  gentleman  to  be  able  to  state 
upon  Friday  next  the  course  he  intends  to  pursue. 
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I  would  therefore  submit  to  him  tbat  this  House 
should  not  adjourn  longer  than  till  Friday ;  and 
upon  that  day,  if  he  shows  cause  why  this  House 
should  adjourn  until  Tuesday,  I  hare  no  doubt 
the  usual  courtesy  will  be  extended  to  Ministers  ; 
bat  I  think  he  will  haye  to  show  a  great  deal 
better  reason  than  he  has  shown  to-day.  I  am 
not  going  to  more  an  amendment,  but  I  would  sub- 
mit  to  the  honorable  member  for  his  considera- 
tion that  it  would  be  better  not  to  stop  the  public 
businesa  for  a  week,  but  that  we  should  meet  on 
Friday,  when  he  can  make  a  further  statement. 
I  submit  that  his  present  statement  is  not  sufficient 
to  justify  us,  in  the  present  slate  of  public  busi- 
ness, and  at  this  adranced  season  of  the  year,  in 
adjourning  until  Tuesday.  I  make  these  remarks 
in  all  fairness,  and  with  every  desire  that  the 
new  Ministry  should  be  able  to  take  that  position 
in  the  House  which  the  House  wishes  to  grant 
them. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  agree  entirely  with 
what  has  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa.  I  think  that,  at  this  period  of  the  year, 
we  should  get  through  business  as  speedily  as 
possible.  I  would  have  no  objection  to  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  to  give  as  much  time  as 
reason  requires  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  oppo- 
site. I  may  say  that,  wheneyer  the  Ministry 
have  taken  their  oaths,  and  are  installed  on  th^se 
benches,  I  shall  giro  notice  of  a  yery  important 
motion.  I  am  anxious  to  get  that  motion  on  the 
Order  Paper  as  scon  as  I  can.  Perhaps  it  may 
seem  somewhat  anomalous  for  me  to  indicate 
anything  of  this  kind  from  tliis  bench,  but  in 
point  of  fact  I  am  doing  so  as  a  private  member. 
We  hare  been  relegated  to  the  position  of  private 
members,  and  it  is  only  through  an  accident  that 
we  are  here  now.  I  hope  the  honorable  member 
will  agree  to  adjourn  until  Friday,  and,  if  there 
be  any  necessity  for  a  further  adjournment,  I  am 
sure  the  House  will  not  oppose  it.  I  hope  tlie 
honorable  member  will  accede  to  this.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  does  not  see  his  way  to 
accede  to  my  proposition,  I  shall  move  it  by  way 
of  amendment,  although  I  would  rather  not  do 
so. 

Mr.  WAXEFIELD.— I  must  say  I  think  the 
action  of  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  is  not  at  all  fair  to  the  House  as  a  whole. 
In  the  first  place,  I  entirely  disagree  with  those 
honorable  gentlemen  that  it  is  either  fair  or  rea- 
sonable to  honorable  gentlemen  in  the  position 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  and  those 
associated  with  him  to  demand  that  the  House 
shall  meet  on  Friday,  and  that  they  shall  then 
^ow  good  cause  to  adjourn  until  Tuesday.  There 
cannot  be  too  much  reasonable  consideration 
tliroughoat  the  whole  House  given  to  honorable 
gentlemen  placed  in  their  position.  No  ground 
whatever  has  been  shown  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa  for  the  action  he  has  taken.  All 
he  told  us  was,  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn  had  been  a  long  time  in  Wellington,  and 
bad  had  plenty  of  time  to  consult  with  other 
honorable  gentlemen,  and  arrange — trhat  ?  Why, 
to  arrange  the  basis  on  which  tlie  new  Govern- 
ment are  to  meet  this  House  under,  perhaps,  the 
most  extraordinary  circumstances  that  have  ever 


occurred  in  the  history  of  the  colony.  As  a 
matter  of  fkct,  my  honorable  friend  has  only  been 
a  fortnight  in  Wellington,  and  during  the  whole 
time  has  been  obliged  to  sit  in  the  House  and 
watch  the  course  of  the  debate.  I  ask  if  this  is 
the  proper  course  for  a  reasonable  member  to 
take.  I  must  say  I  was  very  much  surprised  at 
my  honorable  friend  the  member  for  Akaroa — 
who  hitherto  has  had  the  character  of  a  fair  and 
reasonable  man  —  being  the  member  who  oomes 
forward  and  proposes  one  of  the  most  unreason- 
able steps  I  have  ever  heard  proposed  in  the 
House.  Why  should  the  proposition  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Selwyn  and  those  acting  with 
him  be  questioned,  when  they  ask  for  a  few  dajs 
to  enable  them  to  meet  the  House  again,  with 
their  business  in  such  a  form  that  it  can  be 
placed  at  once  before  the  House  ?  tTe  shall  only 
lose  time  by  meeting  again  on  Friday.  Another 
point  I  would  press  is  this :  that,  if  we  a(^'oum 
until  Tuesday,  many  of  us  will  be  able  to  go 
home  and  attend  to  pressing  a£fairs  of  our  own  ; 
whereas,  if  we  meet  again  on  Friday,  it  simply 
means  that  we  are  to  hang  about  here  for  four  or 
five  days,  when  we  have  really  nothing  to  do.  If 
it  is  understood  throughout  the  House  that  the 
ordinary  constitutional  and  reasonable  course  is 
to  be  adopted,  of  giving  the  new  Government 
time  to  make  arrangements  for  the  proper  de- 
spatch of  public  business,  we  had  better  adjourn 
at  once  until  Tuesday.  If  we  only  adjourn  until 
Friday,  and  then  adjourn  again  until  Tuesday,  we 
shall  be  doing  something  quite  difierent  from  what 
has  hitherto  been  done.  I  have  seen  seven  or 
eight  new  Ministries  take  office,  but  I  never  on 
a  single  oecasion  knew  objection  to  be  made  to 
allowmg  them  to  have  time  to  make  their  arrange- 
ments. When  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  present  Government  took  office  there 
was  no  objection  to  his  having  time.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  asked  for  what  time  he  pleased, 
and  he  got  it.  I  do  not  remember  any  occasion 
on  which  a  proposition  by  a  new  Ministry  for 
time  to  arrange  their  plans  before  meeting  the 
House  was  caUed  in  question.  I  am  very  much 
annoyed  at  the  delay  myself.  I  thought  we  should 
go  on  with  the  business  as  soon  as  possible: 
there  is  no  one  more  anxious  for  that  than  my- 
self. At  the  same  time,  I  hold  that,  when  an 
honorable  gentleman  in  the  position  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Selwyn  comes  down  to  the 
House  and  indicates  a  day  on  which  he  will  be 
prepared  absolutely  to  go  on  with  business,  the 
House  should  not  throw  obstacles  in  his  way,  but 
ought  at  once  to  accede  to  his  wish  with  that 
courtesy  and  consideration  always  extended  to 
honorable  gentlemen  in  his  position. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— To  save  time,  I  will  at  once 
move,  as  an  amendment.  That  this  House,  at  its 
rising,  do  adjourn  until  Friday  next.  I  think 
there  should  be  fair-play  always ;  and,  when  those 
honorable  gentlemen  have  taken  their  seats  on 
these  benches,  I  have  no  doubt  the  House  will 
agree  to  give  them  what  time  they  require.  To 
save  time,  I  propose  that  we  should  divide  at  once 
on  the  question. 

Mr.  KEADER  WOOD.— I  beg  to  second  the 
amendment.    The  honorable  member  for  Geral- 
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dine  has  pleadod,  with  his  nsaal  eloquence,  in 
favour  of  the  Ministry ;  but,  if  honorable  mem- 
bers look  back  they  will  find  that  the  practice  has 
always  been  that  the  new  Ministry  should  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  taking  their  seats  on 
these  benches,  and  of  slating  to  the  House  in 
brief  what  their  policy  is  to  be,  and  should  then 
ask  for  two  or  three  days  more  before  they  com- 
mence the  actual  business  of  the  country.  What 
do  those  honorable  gentlemen  propose  to  do  P 
Nothing  of  the  sort.  They  haye  hot  made  their 
appearance  upon  these  benches  yet.  We  hare 
not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them  sit  along- 
side one  another.  We  have  not  heard  a  single 
word  from  their  lips  generally  outlining  the  policy 
which  they  propose  to  pursue.  Yet  they  ask  now 
for  a  week  s  delay,  for  no  purpose  whatever, 
BO  far  as  I  can  see.  They  must  be  prepared,  or 
ought  to  be  prepared,  by  Friday  to  give  an  out- 
line of  the  policy  they  will  pursue,  and  of  the 
general  character  of  the  Bills  they  propose  to  bring 
down.  Then  I  am  sure  the  House,  if  there  is 
any  reason  for  it,  will  be  prepared  to  concede  to 
them,  as  it  always  has  done  on  similar  occasions, 
a  still  further  delay.  But  I  must  say  I  am  sur- 
prised beyond  measure  at  the  course  the  gentle- 
men who  are  to  occupy  these  benches  are  now 
taking,  when  my  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  Port  Chalmers  has  stated  that  he  is  anxious 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a  motion  of  a 
very  particular  kind.  When  honorable  gentle- 
men heard  that  announcement  they  should,  with- 
out losing  a  single  moment,  hare  offered  to  take 
their  places  to-morrow,  to  enable  my  honorable 
friend  to  give  that  notice  of  motion.  It  seems  to 
me  that  they  are  endeavouring  to  evade  tlie  ques- 
tion—  endeavouring  to  gain  time,  for  purposes 
best  known  to  themselves.  I  must  say  that  I  do 
not  think  the  course  they  purpose  to  adopt  under 
such  circumstances  is  one  which  the  eeneral  feel- 
ing of  this  House  will  sympathize  with. 

Mr.  BRANDON.— It  appears  to  me  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
may  now  be  called  the  Opposition  is  a  peculiar 
one.  They  talk  of  delaying  the  business  of  the 
country !  I  think  the  honorable  gentlemen  them- 
selves may  well  be  charged  with  delaying  the 
business  of  the  country.  When  last  session  they 
were  defeated  on  an  adverse  motion,  instead  of 
at  once  retiring  from  those  benches,  they  appealed 
to  the  country,  and  put  the  country  to  a  very  great 
expense,  besides  delaying  the  course  of  legislation. 
I  think  the  position  they  have  now  taken  up  shows 
a  spirit  of  factious  opposition  on  their  part. 

Mr.  HALL. — Before  the  motion  is  put,  I  wish 
to  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Wait^mata  has  said  that  he  is 
exceedingly  astonished  at  the  line  that  we  have 
adopted,  after  the  notice  of  motion  given  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers.  I  am 
exceedingly  surprised  at  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, who  has  had  some  experience  of  parlia- 
mentary business,  having  —  I  do  not  use  the 
word  offensively — the  "assurance'*  to  lay  down 
such  a  doctrine  as  that.  What  has  the  honor- 
able gentleman  asked  us  to  believe  ?  That  it  is 
right  and  proper  that  a  motion  of  want  of  con- 
fidence in  a  Government  who  have  not  yet  taken 
Mr,  Reader  Wood 


their  seats  on  those  benches,  should  be  tabled 
and  should  be  considered  before  they  have  had  a 
fair  and  reasonable  opportunity  of  putting  before 
the  country  the  policy  by  which  they  ask  to  be 
judged.  Those  honorable  gentlemen  have  said 
that  we  do  not  wish  really  to  bring  forward  any 
Liberal  policy — that  if  we  were  in  office  we  never 
should  do  so.  They  are  now  proposing  to  do 
what  ? — to  deny  us  the  opportunity  of  proposing 
such  a  policy.  The  honorable  gentleman,  with 
his  experience  of  the  difficulty  of  the  duty  of  a 
new  Q-oremment  placing  before  the  House  the 
real  state  of  the  business — of  the  difficult  duty 
it  is  to  prepare  a  policy,  and  to  come  down  with 
the  details  to  give  effect  to  it — says,  in  his  wis- 
dom, that  that  can  be  done  in  twenty-four  hours. 
What  a  miserable  mockery  of  a  policy  that  must 
be  that  can  be  matured  in  twenty-four  hours! 
We  do  not  wish  to  evade  the  question ;  we  wish 
to  meet  it  fully,  fairly,  and  as  promptly  as  pos- 
sible, and  that  it  mav  be  fairly  tried.  The  coun- 
try  will  have  it  fairly  tried.  The  honorable 
gentlemen  opposite  are  doing  themselves  the 
greatest  possible  harm  by  adopting  their  present 
course.  The  answer  they  submit  to  the  country 
indicates  a  most  evident  desire  that  this  ques- 
tion shall  not  be  fairly  tried.  The  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa  has  stated  that  it  is  very 
d^irable  that  no  loss  of  time  should  take  place — 
that  honorable  members  are  here  at  considerable 
inconrenienoe.  I  think  the  honorable  gentle- 
man ought  to  have  been  kind  enough  to  make 
that  suggestion  to  the  honorable  memt)ers  on  the 
Government  benches  after  the  late  division.  If 
those  honorable  gentlemen  had  adopted  the  usual 
course,  instead  of  trying  how  they  could  possibly 
evade  the  consequences  of  that  vote,  what  would 
the^  have  done  ?  Would  they  not  have  tendered 
their  resignations  to  His  Excellency  the  next 
morning — on  Saturday  morning? — (No,  no.) — 
That  would  have  been  the  constitutional  course  to 
pursue.  They  tried  by  all  kinds  of  shifts  how  they 
could  possibly  evade  the  effect  of  that  vote ;  but 
they  have  utterly  and  entirely  failed — they  are  at 
last  obliged  to  submit.  Now,  wheu  they  have  taken 
three  days  to  make  up  their  minds  whether  they 
would  resign  or  not,  they  give  us  twenty-four 
hours  to  bring  down  a  pohcy.  The  honorable 
gentlemen  are  only  playing  into  our  hands ;  they 
are  playing  our  game.  They  are  not  ashamed  of 
such  a  proceeding ;  but  I  know  their  constituencies 
will  be.  Honorable  members  opposite  propose  to 
divide  on  this  matter.  They  know  very  well  that 
a  great  many  honorable  members  have  eone  away, 
not  expecting  that  this  question  would  come  on. 
I  appeal,  irrespective  of  party,  to  those  indepen- 
dent members  who  wish  to  see  fair-play.  1  be- 
lieve there  are  many  honorable  members  on  that 
side  of  the  House  who  are  not  bound  by  party 
ties,  who  will  rise  superior  to  them  on  an  occa- 
sion of  this  kind,  who  will  see  fair-play,  and  who 
will  give  us  a  fair  opportunity — that  opportunity 
which  wo  upon  our  responsibility  ask  for — that 
delay  which  we  declare  to  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  enable  us  to  bring  down  a  statement  of  policy. 
They  will  not  deny  that  to  us:  I  shall  be  very 
much  disappointed  if  they  do.  For  these  reasons, 
I  trust  the  honorable  gentleman  who  moved  the 
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ameDclment  will  not  decide  to  preis  it.  I  taj 
thftt  it  is  impossible  for  as,  wbo  hare  not  yet 
been  inside  the  offices — actually  impossible  for  us, 
to  come  down  on  Friday  next  with  a  full  state- 
ment of  policy. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs. — An  otitline. 

Mr.  HALL. — ^Tou  gain  nothing  by  an  outline. 
We  do  not  want  to  give  an  outline  ;  we  want  to 
gire  you  a  full  statement.  In  order  to  enable  us 
to  make  that  full  statement  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment,  you  should  not  ask  us  to  meet  the 
House  on  Friday  to  go  on  with  the  business,  but 
should  gire  us  time  to  enable  us  to  prepare  that 
statement.  I  trust  very  sincerely  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  will  not  press  his  amendment.  I 
could  quote  precedents  from  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment to  show  that  a  proceeding  of  the  kind  is 
entir^y  unconstitutional ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
weaiy  the  House.  I  would  rather  appeal  to  the 
feelings  and  sense  of  fair-play  of  honorable  gentle- 
men. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  heard  with  astonishment  what 
fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  who  we  must 
suppose  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
Until  this  moment,  it  was  distinctly  understood 
that  the  new  Government  would  carry  out  the 
policy  of  the  late  Government.  Now,  for  the 
first  time,  we  hear  that  they  are  going  to  pro- 
pound a  new  policy.  To  my  mind  this  quite 
alters  the  whole  position,  and  it  might  hare 
influenced  the  last  TOte,  which  enabled  a  new 
Goremment  to  come  into  office.  The  members 
of  the  new  Goremment  are  nut  yet  sworn  in. 
What  is  the  cause  of  the  unusual  delay  ?  We 
shall  Ter^  soon  find  that  the  members  of  the 
House  will  be  very  anxious  to  go  home.  If  we 
do  not  take  care — if  we  allow  too  much  delay — 
we  shall  lose  the  passage  of  those  Bills  on  which 
we  have  set  our  hearts — those  measures  which 
•  the  honorable  member  for  Xaiapoi  urged  the 
House  the  other  day  to  "  cart "  out  of  the  way. 
We  want  to  see  them  "  carted  "  out  of  the  way. 
The  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  has  a  policy 
all  ready  to  his  hand.  The  amendment  to  the 
Address  in  Beply  declared  that  it  was  their 
intention  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  tboir  pre- 
decessors, if  they  succeeded  in  getting  into  office. 
They  have  got  into  office,  and  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  why  they  should  not  be  in  a  position,  in 
one  or  two  days,  to  bring  down  these  Bills  for 
consideration.  Honorable  gentlemen  will  hare 
plenty  of  time  to  consider  any  other  points  of 
their  policy  when  these  Bills  are  passed.  I  there- 
fore hope  the  honorable  member  will  agree  to  the 
suggestion  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers,  and  not  ask  for  an  adjournment 
beyond  Friday. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE.— I  had  no  intention  of 
saying  a  word  on  this  question,  because  it  is  as 
plain  as  possible  that  we  ought  to  accede  to  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Sdwyn. 
We  should  remember  that  we  are  talking,  not 
only  to  this  Assembly,  but  to  the  gallery ;  and 
what  would  a  discerning  public  think  of  a  number 
of  gentlemen  who  had  the  effrontery  to  come  for- 
ward as  candidates  for  the  position  of  adminis- 
trators of  the  aflTairs  of  the  colony,  if  they  came 
down  and  Mid  fiiur-and-twenty  hours  were  suffi- 


cient to  go  through  the  offices  in  that  enormous 
building  on  the  beach?  I  am  not  prepared  to 
haye  confidence  in  an  Administration  that  can 
pretend  to  present  a  policy  complete  in  all  its 
details  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  party  to  which 
I  haye  for  some  time  belonged  hare  had  no 
opportunity  for  the  last  two  years  to  make  an 
examination  of  the  affairs  in  that  building;  and  I 
think  it  is  monstrous,  in  the  lace  of  the  public,  to 
expect  the  successors  of  the  lato  Government  to 
come  down  in  twenty-four  hours,  without  that 
diligent  preparation  which  the  country  has  a 
right  to  expect,  and  to  state  that  they  properly 
understand  the  affairs  of  the  colony.  I  am  sure 
the  public  would  haye  a  very  small  opinion  of  my 
honorable  friends  if  they  came  down  professing 
that  they  were  able  to  understand  the  real  stato 
of  affairs  in  twenty-four  hours.  A  week  is  not 
sufficient  to  go  through  all  the  business.  I  have 
a  very  small  opinion  of  honorable  gentlemen  who 
say  that  the  affkirs  of  the  country  can  be  pro- 
perly reriewed,  with  all  necessaiy  appliances,  in 
twenty -four  hours.  I  say  that  Ministers  would 
require  to  fp  down  to  those  buildings  and  work 
most  conscientiously  for  a  solid  week  at  least, 
before  they  could  get  a  fair  grasp  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country.  I  am  not  explaining  my 
intention  as  to  which  party  I  shall  support  —  I 
am  speaking  now  as  an  independent  member — I 
am  thoroughly  and  most  completely  independent. 
The  public  creditor  and  the  public  generally 
would  be  Tery  much  dissatisfied  with  an  Adminis- 
tration that  would  come  down  in  twenty-four 
hours  and  pretend  to  make  an  exposition  of  the 
condition  of  the  country.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
think  my  friends  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
will  say  that  I  am  justified  in  thinking  that  the 
country  should  be  saved  from  the  discredit  that 
would  follow  the  advent  of  a  policy  propounded, 
by  whateyer  party,  after  an  examination  of  the 
affiurs  of  the  colony  extending  only  oyer  twenty- 
four  hours.  I  trust  we  shall  not  object  to  give 
the  honorable  gentlemen,  who  ha\e  undertaken  to 
govern  the  country  under  circumstances  of  yery 
great  disadvantage  to  themselves,  sufficient  time 
to  make  a  proper  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
country,  and  to  prepare  for  the  discharge  of  the 
serious  duties  that  will  devolve  upon  them. 

Mr.  MUBBAY. — On  the  present  occasion  we 
are  here  as  a  jury  to  judge  between  two  parties, 
and  to  determine  which  is  right.  The  House,  by 
a  small  majority,  agreed  with  the  amendment 
brought  forward  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyn,  which  declared  that  the  late  Ministry  did 
not  possess  the  confidence  of  this  House.  We 
haye  not  given  the  new  Ministry  an  opportunity 
of  stating  why  they  should  claim  the  support  of 
the  House,  or  of  showing  whether  the  change  of 
the  Administration  was  justified  or  not.  Before 
those  honorable  gentlemen  have  actually  taken 
their  position  upon  the  Ministerial  benches,  we 
are  asaed  to  agree  to  that  which  I  consider  is  not 
a  creditable  proceeding — we  are  asked  to  censure 
them  before  they  have  put  their  policy  before 
the  House.  I  ask,  as  a  question  of  fairness — that 
fairness  which  has  always  been  the  characteristic 
of  Englishmen — is  it  right  to  judge  men  before 
you  have  given  them  an  opportunity  of  stating 
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their  casoi  and  to  condemn  them  unheard  ?  Sach  \ 
a  course  may  be  justifiable  on  the  grounds  of  \ 
part  J  tactics,  but  it  is  not  justifiable  on  the 
grounds  of  fairness  and  justice.  We  haye  heard 
these  gentlemen  charged  with  having  brought  the 
no-confidence  motion  before  the  House  from  a  • 
desire  to  obtain  office.  The  honorable  gentlemen 
now  on  the  Q-oyemment  benches  will  not  allow  I 
them  to  take  their  places,  but  bring  down  a  Tote  . 
of  want  of  confidence  in  them  bd^ore  they  hare  | 
assumed  the  duties  of  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  ; 
that  would  appear  to  indicate  a  hunger  after  office 
on  the  part  of  those  gentlemen  who  at  present  oo-  , 
cupy  the  Ministerial  benches,  but  who  have  ceased  i 
to  be  Her  Majesty's  Ministers.  The  country  will 
have  its  eyes  upon  us  at  the  present  time.  The 
people  are  there  to  judge  us,  and  we  are  here  to 
judge  Ministers.  Let  the  country  not  say  that  it 
IS  a  fear  of  exposure  that  prevents  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  from  giving  their  opponents  due 
opportunity  of  examining  into  the  affairs  of  the 
country.  Ai  to  the  question  of  policy,  it  is  not 
merely  the  Liberal  principles  upon  which  most  of 
the  members  of  the  House  are  agreed,  but  there 
are  other  important  matters.  We  have  got  the 
Native  policy  to  decide  upon.  There  are  very 
wide  differences  of  opinion  on  that  point,  and 
I  should  be  glad  to  near  a  statement  from  the 
incoming  Ministry  of  how  they  propose  to  meet 
the  Native  difficulty  at  present  existing  in  New 
Zealand.  We  have  had  no  statement  of  finance 
put  before  us.  The  country  is  absolutely  igno- 
rant of  the  state  of  our  financial  affairs,  and  yet 
Ministers  are  asked  to  state  their  policy  on  that 
important  question  without  having  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  public  documents  and  ran- 
sacking that  large  building  on  the  beach.  We 
are  told  that  it  is  with  a  view  of  furthering 
business  that  we  are  asked  to  meet  again  on 
Friday.  I  hold  that  such  will  not  be  the  effect, 
and  that  business  will  really  be  expedited  if  we 
adjourn  until  Tuesday  and  allow  the  incoming 
Ministry  to  prepare  their  policy  and  place  it 
before  the  House.  Ever  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  House  it  has  always  been  cus- 
tomary, when  Ministers,  under  circumstances 
such  as  the  present,  hare  asked  for  a  certain 
delay,  to  grant  their  request  at  once;  and  I 
appeal  to  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  are 
supporting  the  amendment  not  to  persist  in  a 
course  which  will  expose  both  their  policy  and 
their  practice  to  very  grave  roisconstniction  in 
the  eyes  of  the  public.  I  entreat  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  not  to  raise  any 
trifling  side-issue  on  a  great  question  of  public 
policy.  As  for  the  inconvenience  of  waiting  for 
a  day  or  two,  I  woidd  wait  a  month  rather  than 
see  any  unfairness  towards  either  side  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS.  — I  wish  very  much 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  would 
agree  to  the  adjournment  until  Friday,  because 
I  am  sure  that  the  members  of  this  House,  as 
well  as  the  people  outside,  are  very  anxious  that 
the  publio  business  should  be  proceeded  with. 
We  have  had  a  continuous  party  struggle  up  to 
the  preeent  moment^  and  the  year  is  abready  get- 
ting old  before  we*  have  proceeded  to  investigate 
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and  to  take  action  towards  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  I  think  that,  if  we  adjourn 
until  Friday,  although  we  may  possibly  not  be 
able  to  receive  any  statement  of  public  policy 
from  the  incoming  Ministers  on  that  day,  yet 
there  is  a  certain  amount  of  business  which  is 
not  of  a  party  character  that  may  be  taken  with- 
out waiting  for  the  statement  of  policy.  I  think 
the  country  is  in  an  exceptional  position,  and  I 
say,  therefore,  that  I  regret  very  much  that  excep- 
tional haste  has  not  been  made  on  this  occasion. 
Neither  am  I  prepared  to  support  the  adjourn- 
ment until  Tuesday  for  the  reason  urged  by  many 
members — namely,  that  the  gentlemen  who  are 
now  coming  into  power  slioufd  have  until  Tues- 
day to  investigate  fully  into  the  conduct  of  their 
predecessors,  with  the  view  of  raking  up  more 
charges  against  them  than  have  been  brought 
forward  during  the  recent  debate.  I  do  not  agree 
with  that  view  at  all.  I  most  anxiously  wish  to 
proceed  with  the  business  of  the  country.  We 
have  already  said  that  the  honorable  gentlemen 
who  are  still  sitting  on  the  Government  benches  do 
not  possess  our  oonfidence ;  and,  having  said  that, 
I  do  not  wish  that  we  should  go  any  further,  and 
I  have  no  desire  that  public  business  should  be 
delayed  by  any  further  eSort  to  prove  that  they 
are  incapable.  But  I  agree  that  we  should  wait 
until  Tuesday  for  the  statement  of  policy  from 
the  incoming  Ministry.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
men who  still  occupy  the  Gbvemment  benches 
say,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
said,  that  they  are  coming  down  with  a  vote  of 
no-confidence  forthwith,  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
vote  with  my  party  and  support  the  adjournment 
until  Tuesday,  because  the  question  then  becomes 
distinctly  a  party  one.  But  I  regret  very  much 
that  the  honorable  member  for  l^wyn  does  not 
see  his  way  to  meet  the  House  on  Friday,  and  go 
on  with  some  of  the  business  of  the  country.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  the  country  will  cry  out  if  we 
waste  any  more  time  in  purely  party  struggles. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  very  much  surprised  at 
the  want  of  courtesy  shown  by  the  other  aide 
of  the  House  in  refusing  the  adjournment  until 
Tuesday.  I  do  not  think  a  case  has  ever  occurred 
before  where  such  a  refusal  has  been  given.  It 
is  very  possible  that  the  present  course  is  being 
adopted  because  of  the  desire  to  take  advanta^^e 
of  the  absence  of  a  number  of  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House ;  but  it  goes  far  to  satisfy  me 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  in  what  we  have  heard 
about  these  terrible  scandals  in  connection  with 
the  Government  offices — scandals  about  vouchers 
not  being  passed  by  the  Audit;  and  it  is  im- 
portant that  the  Gbvemment  which  is  about  to 
take  office  should  have  an  opportunity  of  investi- 
gating these  matters,  and  of  coming  down  to 
the  House  with  a  statement  which  wm  allay  the 
rumours,  or  establish  their  truth.  This,  Sir,  is  a 
serious  matter,  in  my  estimation,  because  I  mun- 
tain  that  the  incoming  Government  should  adopt 
tlie  words  used  by  the  Premier  when  be  took 
office  :  "  Off  these  benches  we  shall  not  go  until 
we  have  had  a  full  investigation  of  all  these 
scandals."  That  is  what  will  have  to  be  done. 
It  is  no  use  those  honorable  gentlemen  trying  to 
burke  the  thing,  and  to  get  their  friends  in  power. 
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and  to  corer  np  those  matters.  I  am  utterly 
astonished  that  honorable  members  from  whom 
one  would  expect  fair-play  should  back  up  those 
honorable  gentlemen  in  the  course  they  propose 
to  take.  It  is  all  the  same  to  me  what  Govern- 
ment is  in  office — so  Ions  as  I  see  honest  men  in 
power,  I  will  support  tnem,  and  I  say  that  we 
are  putting  a  number  of  men  in  power  at  the 
present  moment  whose  honesty  is  abore  suspicion. 
They  are  men  whom  this  country  can  trust ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  New  Zealand  is  ringing  from 
end  to  end  with  scandals  connected  with  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  are  now  leaving  the 
Government  benches.     I  dare  those  honorable 

Ssntlemen  to  say  that  these  scandals  shall  not 
e  investigated — that  honorable  gentlemen  are 
to  sit  there  quietly,  and  not  allow  us  to  inquire 
into  them. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Name. 

Mr.McLEAN. — The  honorable  gentleman  will 
get  "name''  quickly  enough  ;  I  am  not  going  to 
refer  to  any  particular  parties.  There  are  dif- 
ferent matters,  and  I  will  not  single  out  one 
Minister.  Those  honorable  gentlemen  know  that 
these  scandals  are  flaring  about  the  country,  and 
they  ought  to  be  the  first  to  demand  from  this 
House  a  Committee  to  investigate  them.  What 
are  they  doing?  They  are  adopting  a  course 
which  ifl  without  precedent  in  parliamentary  his- 
tory, and  are  denying  the  incoming  Govern- 
ment a  fair  trial.  1  do  not  believe  yet  that  this 
House  will  deny  those  honorable  gentlemen  a  fair 
trial  and  an  opportunity  of  investigating  these 
scandals  we  hear  of.  So  far  as  the  adjournment 
18  concerned,'  I  care  little  mj?elf  whether  it  is 
until  Friday  or  Tuesdaj.  If  Friday  is  fixed,  a 
further  adjournment  can  take  place  until  Tuesday, 
if  necessaiy.  Of  course,  if  the  matter  is  pressed 
to  a  division,  I  shall  vote  for  the  adjournment 
until  Tuesday. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— There  are  some  gentlemen 
in  this  House  who  can  never  say  anything,  or  do 
anything,  or  propose  anything  that  would  surprise 
me.  But  there  is  one  gentleman  who  has  spoken 
from  the  Ministerial  side  whom  I  did  not  expect  to 
hear  speak  in  the  manner  he  has  done.  I  once 
worked  with  him  in  this  House.  I  thought,  then, 
that  he  was  a  man  who  would  never  propose  any- 
thing unreasonable ;  and  I  was  very  much  sur- 
prised indeed  this  afternoon  to  find  that  even  the 
contiguity  of  those  benches  had  bO  far  demoralized 
him  that  he  could  stand  up  in  this  House  and 
support  a  proceeding  of  this  kind,  and  that  he 
could  support  it  by  statements  that  were  not  ac- 
curate. Sir,  the  lionorable  member  for  Waite- 
mata  has  told  us  that  we  propose  to  take  a  week's 
time.  Now,  the  honorable  gentleman  must  know 
that  we  only  propose  to  take  two  days — that  we 
only  propose  to  miss  two  days  of  the  sit  ting- time 
of  the  House ;  and  I  would  ask  him  whether,  in 
the  whole  course  of  his  long  parliamentary  know- 
ledge, he  ever  knew  of  a  new  Ministry,  on  coming 
into  office,  asking  for  so  little  time  before  meet- 
ing the  House  with  a  statement  of  their  mea- 
sures. At  the  eame  time,  I  would  ask  him  if,  in 
the  course  of  his  long  parliamentary  experience, 
he  ever  knew  a  Prime  Minister  who  took  three 
whole  days  before  he  could  inform  the  Goyemor 
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of  his  intention  in  consequence  of  a  vote  of  want 
of  confidence  from  this  House.  If  the  honorable 
members  on  the  Ministerial  benches  were  so  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  to  save  the  time  of  the  House, 
it  seems  to  me  a  very  extraordinary  proceeding 
that  they  should  take  a  longer  time  before  they 
tendered  their  resignations  than  was  ever  known 
to  be  taken  before  by  any  Ministry  in  this  colony, 
or,  I  believe,  in  any  other  colony.  We  were  told 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Pametl  that  we 
were  expected  to  adopt  the  same  policy  as  the 
late  Government ;  and  that  therefore  no  time 
ought  to  be  taken  before  the  gentlemen  who  are 
to  succeed  the  honorable  members  on  the  Minis- 
terial benches  should  be  prepared  with  their 
measures  and  their  policy.  I  think  that,  what- 
ever may  have  been  said  with  regard  to  adopt- 
ing the  same  policy,  nothing  was  ever  said  that 
gave  the  slightest  indication  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  this  side  of  the  House  to  adopt  the  miser- 
able, ill-considered  measures  which  we  have  had 
thrown  down  from  time  to  time  on  the  table  of 
the  House  by  those  gentlemen  who  have  spent 
all  their  time  travelling  about  the  country  in 
yarious  ways,  and  have  paid  no  attention  what- 
ever to  the  preparation  of  measures  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament.  We  were  told  onoe.  Sir,  that 
a  certain  gentleman  could  go  outside  this  House 
and  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour  could  prepare  a 
measure  that  would  reduce  the  expenses  of  the 
country  by  £100,000 ;  but  that  half  hour  has 
never  been  completed  yet — that  £100,000  has 
never  been  taken  ofi*  the  expenses  of  thb  colony  i 
and  I  am  afraid  any  precipitation  on  the  part  of 
honorable  members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
might  possibly  lead  to  results  of  a  similar  character. 
I  think  there  is  a  very  great  difference  between 
the  measures  that  have  been  thrown  down  before 
this  House  occasionally  and  real  liberal  mea- 
sures. I  pointed  out  the  other  night  that  I  did 
not  look  upon  the  last  Electoral  Bill  as  a  liberal 
measure  at  all.  It  was  a  most  illiberal  mea- 
sure, and  one  that  would  put  the  electors  of  this 
colony  to  inconveniences  in  order  to  obtain  the 
right  to  vote  to  which  they  were  never  subjected 
before.  I  think  it  would  be  most  unreasonable  to 
expect  that  a  Ministry  which  has  not  yet  entered 
the  Government  offices  should  come  down  pre- 
pared to  carry  on  tho  public  business  with  only 
one  day's  remission  from  the  ordinary  sittings  of 
the  House.  No  person  is  more  anxious  than  I 
aui  that  the  time  of  the  House  should  not  be 
wasted ;  but  this  proposal  is  simply  a  proposal 
to  obstruct  business.  The  only  efieot  of  com- 
pelling the  Government  to  take  up  their  positions 
in  this  House  on  Friday  next  would  be  to  delay 
the  business  of  the  country  and  force  the  Qto- 
yernment  to  take  a  longer  time  to  prepare  their 
measures  than  they  otherwise  would  do. 

Mr.  HI  SLOP. — The  honorable  gentleman  is 
rather  unfortunate  in  the  instances  ne  has  eiven 
in  support  of  the  r61e  he  has  taken  up.  Ever 
since  he  saw  fit  to  desert  the  party  that  brought 
him  into  this  House  a  year  ago,  he  has  assumed 
the  r61e  of  the  moral  and  constitutional  lecturer  j 
but  every  one  of  the  statements  he  made  just  now 
proves  his  complete  unfitness  for  the  position,  for 
all  of  them  were  quite  inaccurate.    Every  one  who 
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was  in  the  House  when  the  speech  relatire  to  the 
£100,000  and  the  half- hour  was  delivered  knows 
perfectly  well  that  the  honorable  gentleman's  Ter- 
lion  of  that  matter  is  not  correct;  nor  has  he  cor- 
rectly stated  the  facts  connected  with  the  motion 
for  the  adjournment.  He  said  the  members  on 
his  side  of  the  House  only  asked  for  two  days. 
What  thej  ask  for  is  a  week.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  is  to  beat  the  head  of  the  GoTom- 
ment  stated  yesterday  that  when  the  House  met 
to-day  he  would  ask  for  an  adjournment  till 
Thursday,  and  at  that  time  it  was  evidently  his 
intention  only  to  ask  for  an  adjournment  until 
that  day.  Probably  he  has  found  that  there  are 
so  many  aspirants  for  the  offices  to  be  filled  that 
it  is  necessary  to  devote  his  undivided  attention 
to  that  matter ;  but  what  is  it  that  this  side  of 
the  House  asks  for  ?  We  ask  the  other  side  to 
come  down  on  Friday  and  state  whether  they 
are  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  government 
of  the  country.  If  they  then  say  that  they 
are  not  prepared  to  do  so,  we  will  grant  them 
further  time.  Nothing  could  be  more  reasonable 
than  that.  The  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
told  us  that  no  Ministry  had  asked  for  less  time 
to  prepare  to  meet  the  House  than  that  asked  for 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn.  He  surely 
does  not  forget  that  when  the  present  Ministry 
came  into  office  they  only  asked  for  two  days' 
delay ;  and  the  House  is  now  prepared  to  grant 
the  same  consideration  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Selwyn.  Beally,  I  hope  the  independent  mem- 
bers of  the  House  will  not  submit  to  be  bullied  by 
threats  as  to  what  the  constituencies  may  say. 
For  the  last  mopth  we  have  been  doing  nothing 
but  considering  what  the  policy  should  be,  and, 
if  honorable  members  on  the  other  side  desire 
to  alter  the  policy  of  the  present  Ministry,  they 
hare  had  ample  time  during  the  last  fortnight  to 
compare  notes  and  see  whether  they  are  in  accord 
with  the  policy  which  the  country  wishes  to  see 
undertaken.  If  they  are  in  accord,  I  do  not  see 
why  it  should  take  more  than  the  historical  half- 
hour  to  come  down  and  make  a  statement  to  the 
House.  We  do  not  want  a  Financial  Statement, 
a  Public  Works  Statement,  or  a  Native  Affairs 
Statement.  I  do  not  suppose  the  honorable 
gentleman  intends  to  give  us  one  or  the  other; 
but  he  should  surely  be  able  to  do  what  the 
Premier  did.  He  came  down  in  a  day  and  stated 
what  the  leading  features  of  his  policy  would  be ; 
and,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  will  do  that,  he 
will  satisfy  the  House. 

Mr.  BO  WEN. — It  is  intensely  amusing  to  hear 
it  stated  that  an  old  campaigner  like  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot  was  brought  out  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitaki  and  his  friends. 
Why,  Sir,  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot  was 
an  experienced  politician  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitaki  was  playing  marbles.  How- 
OTor,  the  honorable  gentlemen  is  quite  able  to 
take  care  of  himself.  I  should  advise  my  friend 
the  member  for  Selwyn  to  accept  the  proposal  of 
the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite,  because  it  is 
evident  that  they  have  counted  noses.  They 
know  that  four  or  five  members  who  always 
Tote  on  this  side  of  the  House  have  gone  away, 
Bot  expecting  that  such  discourteous  obstruction 
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would  be  attempted  by  the  other  side.  Those 
gentlemen  expected  that  the  ordinary  rules  of 
courtesy  and  the  ordinary  rules  of  political  war- 
fare would  be  observed ;  but  it  is  yery  evident, 
from  the  shouta  of  delight  and  derision  which 
followed  the  proposal  of  the  amendment,  that  the 
gentlemen  who  now  constitute  the  Opposition 
have  determined  to  take  advantage  of  the  absence 
of  the  members  I  have  referred  to,  and  to  refuse 
the  ordinary  and  constitutional  courtesy  usually 
granted  to  a  new  Government.  I  think  it  would 
be  very  unadvisable  to  take  a  division  on  a  matter 
like  this,  and  give  the  honorable  gentlemen  oppo- 
site the  little  crow  they  seem  so  anxious  to  obtain. 
It  is  far  better  that  the  responsibility  of  obstruct- 
ing the  business  in  this  unprecedented  way  should 
rest  with  them. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST.— I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn  will  accept  the  amendment.  One 
or  two  observations  made  during  the  present  dis- 
cussion convinced  me  that  the  recent  vote  of  the 
House  was  taken  upon  a  wrong  issue.  It  seems 
now  that  we  are  engaged  in  deciding  questions 
not  of  measures,  but  of  men.  The  addition  to  the 
Address  in  Beply  was  framed  with  a  yiew  to 
detract  votes  from  this  side  of  the  House ;  but 
now  we  see  clearly  that  the  simple  question  is. 
Who  are  to  occupy  those  benches?  The  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot  says  that  the  delay 
was  occasioned  by  the  honorable  member  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  taking  so  long  to  send  in 
his  resignation.  I  utterly  deny  that.  Upon  a 
plain  vote  of  want  of  confidence  those  honorable 
gentlemen  would  have  tendered  their  resignations 
at  once ;  but  the  resolution  merely  stated  that 
the  House  had  no  confidence  in  the  Government 
as  "at  present  constituted,"  whioh,  in  my  opinion, 
clearly  indicated  that  the  House  did  not  condemn 
all  the  gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial  benches,  and 
that  it  was  in  favour  of  some  of  those  gentlemen 
continuing  in  that  position.  The  particular  facts 
of  the  case  should  be  considered.  Those  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  are  anxious  to  get  on  to 
those  benches  ask  for  a  reasonable  delay,  I 
admit ;  but  why  do  the  opposite  side  refuse,  and 
ask  them  to  come  down  to  the  House  on  Friday  ? 
Merely  because  they  wish  to  give  notice  of  a  par- 
ticular motion  on  that  occasion.  The  present 
Minister  for  Public  Works  told  the  House  this 
afternoon  that  he  wished  to  give  notice  of  motion 
on  that  day ;  and  why  should  that  opportunity  not 
be  given?  I  should  be  sorry  to  yote  with  the 
side  to  which  I  belong  if  the  only  object  were  to 
carry  out  the  miserable  device  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi.  I  have  no  desire 
to  take  advantage  of  the  absence  of  any  honorable 
members.  If  I  thought  that  was  the  object  of 
the  amendment,  I  should  go  into  the  opposite 
lobby  without  hesitation. 

Mr.  SUTTON.  — I  think  the  adjournment 
asked  for  by  the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn 
is  a  yery  reasonable  one  :  indeed,  I  do  not  agree 
with  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  say  that  it 
is  an  unusually  long  one.  So  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn,  it  is  a  much  shorter  adjournment 
than  usual  on  such  occasions.  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  to 
the  fact  that  the  adjournment  now  asked  for  is  an 
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adjonmment  of  exactly  the  same  length  os  was 
granted  to  the  honorable  member  (Sir  George 
Grej)  when  he  took  these  benches.  The  GoTern- 
ment  of  which  Major  Atkinson  was  Premier  re- 
signed on  the  second  Monday  in  October,  1877, 
and  tlie  first  occasion  on  which  the  late  Ministry 
met  the  House  was  on  the  next  Tuesday  week. 
The  day  and  date  arc  exactly  analogous,  and  it 
was  admitted  on  all  sides  that  if  Ministers  had 
asked  for  a  longer  adjournment  there  would  have 
been  no  time  lost.  We  are  all  anxious  to  get  on 
with  the  business,  and  I  bfUeye  that  the  adjourn- 
ment asked  for  b^  the  honorable  member  for 
Selwyu  would  facilitate  business. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  I  think  that  after  some 
remarks  which  haye  been  made  I  owe  an  explana- 
tion to  the  House  on  a  certain  point.  I  shall  not 
remark  upon  what  I  call  the  rery  unpleasant  ob- 
servations which  hare  been  mode  about  myself 
and  my  colleagues.  I  shall  content  myself  with 
quoting  from  an  old  poem, — 

An  anld  Scotch  scold  laid  hands  on  ma ; 
"  Stop  on  your  waj.  base  man,"  said  she ; 
"  Answer  all  scandals  of  the  toun. 
Answer  the  stories  ganging  roun*." 

A  constitutional  question  has  been  raised  as  to 
the  day  on  which  I  tendered  my  resignation  to 
His  Excellency.  Now,  it  will  be  in  the  know- 
ledge of  every  member  of  the  House  that  on 
Friday  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  was  carried 
against  the  Government.  It  was  one  of  want  of 
confidence  in  the  GoTomment  as  at  present  con- 
•tituted.  These  words  clearly  implied  a  recon- 
struction of  the  GoTcrnment.  The  House  does 
not  meet  on  Saturday ;  the  House  cannot  meet  on 
Sunday ;  it  does  not  meet  on  Monday ;  it  meets 
on  Tuesday.  The  S{)eaker  gave  notice  that  upon 
Tuesday  the  Address  to  the  Governor  containing 
that  amendment  was  to  be  presented  to  His  Ex- 
cellency. Now,  the  constitutional  rule  is,  that 
the  Governor  sends  no  message  to  this  House 
that  is  not  advised  by  somebody,  and  the  consti- 
tutional rule,  I  believe,  was  that  tlio  Ministry 
who  were  in  office  when  that  vote  was  passed 
should  have  advised  the  Governor  in  his  reply, 
and  that  in  givine  his  reply  he  should  state  the 
course  he  intended  to  pursue  to  give  efiect  to  the 
Address  in  Reply.  I  have  no  doubt  that  was  the 
constitutional  rule.  On  Saturday  the  question 
arose  whether  the  House  really  did  mean  a  recon- 
struction of  the  Government.  I  believe  the 
House  did.  I  believe  that  was  the  intention.  I 
believe  that  was  certainly  the  intention  of  a  good 
number  of  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
site side.  I  believe  their  intention  was  that  I, 
amongst  others,  should  leave  the  Government — 
that  if  I  and  others  were  out  of  the  Govern- 
ment a  Ministry  could  be  formed  which  would 
be  acceptable  to  the  House.  On  Monday  morn- 
ing I  waited  on  the  Governor,  and  I  informed 
the  Governor  that  mjself  and  my  colleagues  did, 
in  point  of  fact,  resign ;  but,  as  I  thought,  the 
proper  constitutional  course  would  be  tliat  our 
resignations  should  be  announced  at  the  time  the 
reply  to  the  Address  was  given,  and  I  supposed 
thjit  under  those  circumstances  we  should  have 
been  asked  to  advise  as  to  the  nature  of  the  reply, 
and  that  the  Governor  would  not  send  any  message 


to  this  House  that  was  not  advised  by  some  mem- 
ber of  his  Executive.  His  Excellency  differed  in 
opinion  from  me.  Our  resignations  were  therefore 
made  absolute  from  Monday.  The-  House  ceased 
to  have  any  Ministry  after  Monday  virtually.  I 
am  here  to-day,  not  at  my  own  choice,  but  to 
oblige  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite.  I  was 
informed  by  the  Goyernor  last  night  that  they 
were  to  be  sworn  in  at  twelve  to-day.  That  hour 
was  fixed  by  the  Governor.  Why  they  did  not 
carry  out  the  promise  they  made  to  the  Governor 
to  take  office  at  twelve  to-day  I  have  not  been 
informed.  I  am  not  here  at  my  own  will.  I  feel 
some  indignation  at  being  kept  here  so  long ;  but, 
believing  it  to  be  for  the  public  benefit  that  I 
should  submit  to  the  indignity,  that  consideration 
makes  me  occupy  this  phice  now.  I  consider 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  opposite  was,  ac- 
cording to  all  constitutional  usage,  bound  to  have 
taken  the  vote  of  confidence  as  it  was  actually 
passed — that  is,  to  have  seen  that  it  implied  a 
reconstruction  ;  and,  if  he  could  not  accomplish 
that  reconstruction,  I  think  it  was  his  duty  to 
have  gone  back  to  the  Governor  and  told  him  so, 
and  to  have  resigned  the  task  he  had  undertaken, 
and  BO  allowed  some  other  person  to  undertake  a 
reconstruction  of  the  Ministry.  I  think,  then, 
that  the  wish  of  the  House  might  have  been  given 
effect  to,  and  that  the  task  of  reconstruction 
might  have  been  satisfactorily  accomplished.  I 
conceive  that  that  error  has  not  only  been  com- 
mitted by  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite,  but 
I  think  that  no  reply  ought  to  have  been  given 
by  the  Governor  to  this  House  which  had  not 
been  advised  by  some  responsible  Minister,  a  mem- 
ber either  of  this  House  or  of  the  other  Chamber. 
I  am  confident  that  I  acted  according  to  strict 
constitutional  usage.  For  myself,  it  must  have 
been  a  matter  of  absolute  indifference  wheth%r  I 
was  iu  office  on  Saturday  or  Monday ;  it  is  absurd 
to  think  that  the  holding  of  office  for  a  day  or 
two  longer  could  have  entered  into  any  sensible 
man's  mind.  I  endeavoured  to  act  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  the  Constitution.  1  believe 
that  I  perfectly  achieved  that  end  as  far  as  de- 

E ended  on  myself;  but,  I  contend,  it  was  the 
onorable  member  opposite  and  another  person 
really  who  have  not  acted  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution.  I  think  that  the  advice  I  tendered 
— namely,  that  my  resignation  should  be  formally 
accepted  on  the  day  the  Address  was  presented — 
was  the  correct  rule  to  be  observed  ;  and  I  further 
think.  Sir,  that  at  all  events  the  custom  of  the 
Constitution  is  this — it  certainly  has  been  the 
practice  in  this  country — that  I  should  have  been 
asked  to  advise  who  should  be  sent  for  when  I 
resigned  my  office.  That,  Sir,  was  not  done.  If 
Ihnd  been  asked,  I  should  have  given  such  advice 
as  would  have  enabled  the  wishes  of  this  House  to 
be  carried  out.  I  could  have  named  a  gentleman 
who  would  have  succeeded  in  reconstructing  a 
Ministry  which  would  have  been  entirely  accept- 
able to  the  House.  I  think,  therefore,  that,  instead 
of  mj  being  the  person  to  blame  in  this  transac- 
tion, I  have  done  my  duty,  and  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  opposite  has  not  done  his  duty.  I 
think,  virtually,  he  has  no  right  to  sit  on  these 
benohes,  not  having  given  effect  to  the  will  of  the 
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Mr.  SUTTON.— Willnhe  honorable  gentleman 
state  tlie  date  on  which  the  Atkinson  Ministry 
resigned  ? 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR— That  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  question.  Mr.  Larnach  had  taken 
a  week  to  form  a  Ministry ;  but  now  the  honor- 
able member  for  Selwyn  tells  us  that  yesterday — 
Tuesday — ho  informed  His  Excellency  that  he 
had  formed  a  Ministry,  and  he  asks  for  a  whole 
week  from  tliat  before  he  gives  us  a  statement  of 
his  policy.  Sir  George  Grey  was  sworn  in  on 
Saturday,  and  made  a  statoment  on  Monday  :  so 
that  he  had  only  one  day,  and  that  day  a  Sunday, 
t^  prepare  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Hoose  adjourned  at  half -past  four  o'clock 
p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  lOM  October,  1879. 


First  Readings— Want  of  Confldenoe— Public  RoTeoaea 
Bill — Administration  of  Justice— Wakatipa  Agricul- 
taral  Land— Benwick  Town  Telegraph  Station— Na- 
tite  Reserves  on  the  West  Coast— Railway  Tickets 
and  Officials— Thombary-Otautao  Telegrapn— River- 
ton-Invercargill  Railway- Land-Tax  Department — 
Land-Tax— Ministerial  Statement— Triennial  Parlia- 
ments Bill. 


Mr.  Spbaebb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  REAPINGS. 
Mines  Bill,  Mining  Companies  Bill,  Oamaru 
Harbour  Board  Bill,  Wailara  Harbour  Board 
Land  Grant  and  Loan  Bill,  Masterton  and  Orey- 
town  Lands  Management  Bill,  Real  Estate  Bill, 
Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers  Bill. 

WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Sir,  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  on  next  sitting-daj  I  shall  more,  That  the 
GoTemment  does  not  possess  the  confidence  of 
this  House.  Perhaps  the  House  will  allow  me 
to  say  one  or  two  words  in  connection  with  this 
announcement,  with  the  view  of  expediting  the 
public  business. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Order. 

Mr.  SPE AKER.--If  the  explanation  is  objected 
to  I  cannot  allow  the  honorable  member  to  pro- 
ceed with  making  anj  remarks  upon  giving  a 
notice  of  motion. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Then  I  will  move,  That 
the  House  do  now  adjourn.  I  merely  wish  to 
state  that  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  usual 
constitutional  course  will  be  adopted  on  this 
occasion,  and  th»t  the  GoTemmcnt  will  not  go 
on  with  the  public  business  until  this  motion 
is  disposed  of.  I  wish  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the 
Opposition,  that  we  are  exceedingly  desirous  to 
go  on  with  the  business  of  the  country,  and 
anxious  to  bring  this  question  to  an  issue  as 
speedily  as  possible.  If  the  Government  do  not 
object,  we  will  go  to  a  division  upon  it  to-day, 
and  will  abide  loyally  by  the  result,  whatever  it 
Mr,  l>9  Lautour 


may  be.  For  my  part,  I  have  no  doubt  as  to 
what  the  result  will  be:  at  the  same  time,  we 
know  that — 

The  beat-laid  schemes  o'  mice  an'  men 
Gang  aft  a-gley. 

In  the  event  of  this  motion  being  adverse,  speak- 
ing on  behalf  of  this  side  of  the  House,  I  can 
assure  you  we  will  accept  the  decision  loyally, 
and  do  all  we  can  to  expedite  the  public  business 
and  get  the  many  important  measures  now  before 
us  on  the  Statute  Book.  It  appears  too  much  to 
expect  that  the  Government  will  go  on  with  this 
motion  to-day,  but,  if  I  receive  an  assurance  from 
them  that  they  will  make  it  the  first  Order  next 
week,  I  shall  be  satisfied.  I  may  add  that,  if  the 
House  decides  to  go  on  with  the  motion  to-day 
and  bring  it  to  a  conclusion  to-night,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  we  shall  be  able  to  oome  down 
on  Tuesday  with  a  Government  which  will  possess 
the  confidence  of  the  House,  and  which  will  be 
fully  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  business  of  the 
country  wilhout  delay. 

PUBLIC  REVENUES  BILL. 
Major  ATKINSON.— I  beg  to  give  notice  that, 
on  next  sitting-day,  I  will  move  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  amend  *'  The  Public  Revenues  Act, 
1878."  With  the  permission  of  the  House,  I  may 
perhaps  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  state  of  the 
finances  is  most  unsatisfactory.  I  am  in  (his 
position  :  that  I  shall  have  to  ask  the  House,  on 
next  sitting-day,  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders, 
to  enable  me  to  carry  this  Bill  through  all  its 
stages  in  one  sitting,  in  order  to  meet  the  public 
payments ;  or  else  these  payments  will  have  to 
cease  from  Ihe  Treasury  on  Wednesday,  tlie  15th 
instant.  I  will  not  on  this  occasion  enter  into  a 
statement  of  the  position  of  the  finances,  but  I 
will  do  80  on  an  early  day,  when  I  will  place  be- 
fore the  House  the  exact  state  of  afikirs. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUSTICE. 

Mr.  FINN  asked  the  Gh)vemraent,  without 
notice.  What  action  they  intended  to  take  in 
reference  to  late  proceedings  at  Gisborne?  No 
doubt  all  honorable  members  had  read  or  heard 
of  what  had  occurred  there,  and  he  thought  it 
was  time  some  action  was  taken  for  the  proper 
administration  of  justice. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  at  the  present 
time  there  was  no  officer  appointed  for  the  Gis- 
borne District,  and  the  duties  had  been  discharged 
by  the  officer  of  another  district.  The  attention 
of  the  Government  had  been  called  to  the  ques- 
tion raised  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  they 
had  taken  steps  at  once  to  send  an  experienced 
officer  to  that  district. 

WAKATIPU  AGRICULTURAL  LAND. 

Mr.  FINN  asked  the  Government,  When  they 
intended  to  throw  open  for  settlement  all  avail- 
able agricultural  land  at  the  head  of  Lake  Waka- 
tipu,  Otago  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  sympathiied  generally  with 
the  honoi-able  gentleman's  question,  and  the  Go- 
vernment were  anxious  to  afford  increased  fadlitiea 
for  settlement  and  for  placing  people  on  the  land. 
They  had  now  under  consideration  a  proposal  to 
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that  effect,  which  \rould  be  submitted  to  the 
House.  With  regard  to  this  special  case,  he 
would  avail  himself  of  anj  information  at  the 
disposal  of  the  honorable  member,  and  he  would 
l>e  able  to  give  him  a  definite  reply  at  a  later 
date. 

BENWICK  TOWN  TELEGRAPH  STATION. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  he  will  cause  a  telegraph  station  to  be  opened 
at  Renwick  Town,  without  insisting  upon  a  large 
money  guarantee  ? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  run  a  short  line  from  Blenheim  to  Ren- 
wick Town  ou  receiving  a  guarantee  of  £60  a 
year,  and  a  free  site  of  naif  an  acre  of  land  for 
a  telegraph  station. 

NATIVE  RESERVES  ON  THE  WEST 
COAST. 

Mr.  TAINUI  asked  the  Government,  When 
they  intend  laying  before  tliis  House  the  rei)ort 
of  Mr.  Commissioner  Young  on  Native  reserres 
on  the  West  Coast,  together  with  all  correspond- 
ence and  minutes  relating  thereto  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  replied  that  the  papers  to  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  referred  were  being 
copied,  and  would  be  ^ced  on  the  table  of  the 
House  in  a  few  days.  He  might  state  that  they 
were  voluminous,  or  they  would  have  already 
been  laid  on  the  table. 

RAILWAY  TICKETS  AND  OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works, — (1.)  If  he  will  cause  all  railway  pas- 
•enger  ticketB  for  use  on  the  New  Zealand  Rail- 
ways to  have  the  amount  or  value  of  such  tickets 
printed  on  the  back  thereof  ?  (2.)  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Gt>vernment  to  take  any  steps  to 
cause  the  whole  of  the  officials  on  the  Govern- 
ment railways  to  wear  a  distinctive  dress  or 
uniform  while  on  duty  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that,  with  regard  to  the 
first  portion  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  ques- 
tion, the  matter  had  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Kail  trays  for  the  Middle  Island.  Up 
to  this  date  no  answer  had  been  received.  He 
hoped  he  would  be  able  to  give  the  honorable 

?;entleman  further  information  ou  the  subject  in  a 
ew  days.  With  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the 
question,  he  might  state  that  the  officials  on  most 
of  the  lines  of  railway  in  the  Middle  Island  were 
already  fumibhed  with  a  uniform  or  a  distinctive 
badge.  As  to  the  adoption  of  the  same  system  on 
the  railways  in  the  Northern  Island,  the  matter 
was  under  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Railways. 

THORNBURY-OTADTAU   TELEGRAPH. 

Mr.  H.  HIRST  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  If  any  steps  have  been  taken  to  erect 
a  line  of  telegraph  from  the  Thombury  Junction 
to  Otautau,  in  the  County  of  Wallace  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  intended  to 
erect  a  telegraph  line  from  the  Thombury  Junc- 
tion to  Otautau  as  soou  as  the  railway  line  under 
construction  would  enable  them  to  do  lo.  I 


RIVERTON-INVERCARGILL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  H.  HIRST  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  any  steps  have  been  taken  to  re-lay  the 
Riverton-Invercardll  Railway  with  401b.  rails,  as 
recommended  by  the  Engineer? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  line  from  Inver- 
cargill  to  Riverton  was  now  being  re-laid  with 
superior  rails. 

Land-tax  department. 

Mr.  BOWEN  asked  the  (Jovemment,  Whether 
any  instructions  were  sent  by  the  Land-Tax  De- 
partment to  the  Deputy-Commissioners  as  to  the 
principle  on  which  valuations  should  be  made; 
and,  if  so,  whether  a  copy  of  such  instructions 
will  be  laid  before  this  House  P 

Major  ATKINSON  begged  to  lay  the  instruc- 
tions referred  to  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

LAND-TAX. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  (Jovemment,  If 
they  will  give  instructions  that  the  land-tax  in 
each  county  may  be  paid  at  any  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  within  such  county  P  He  had  been 
induced  to  put  this  question  owing  to  representa- 
tions  made  to  him  by  settlers  in  the  Manawatu 
District,  who  had  pointed  out  the  great  disadvan- 
tage of  not  being  allowed  to  pay  the  land-tax  into 
the  various  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  within  the 
county,  instead  of  into  only  one  of  them,  to  make 
a  payment  into  which  some  of  the  settlers  had 
to  travel  a  distance  of  over  one  hundred  miles. 
There  were  five  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  within 
the  county,  and  if  the  Government  would  be 
willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  desire  expressed,  and 
arrange  for  the  payment  of  the  tax  at  any  one 
of  these  banks,  it  would  bo  a  great  public  con- 
venience. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  receivers 
at  the  principal  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  had 
been  instructed  to  receive  the  tax  and  to  give 
receipts.  He  was  unable  as  yet  to  say  whether 
it  was  a  wise  or  proper  arrangement.  It  would 
bo  impossible  to  pay  the  tax  at  all  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Banks,  as  they  had  not  been  furnished 
with  the  forms  of  receipt.  Ho  understood  that 
orders  had  already  been  given  that  any  person 
could  pay  the  land-tax  by  means  of  a  post  office 
order,  so  that  practically  he  could  pay  the  tax  at 
any  post  office  where  money  orders  were  issued. 
Money  orders  for  that  purpose  would  be  issued 
free,  so  that  the  person  paying  the  tax  would  not 
be  put  to  any  additional  expense. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  HALL. — Sir,  before  the  House  proceeds  to 
the  Orders  of  the  day,  I  desire,  with  its  permis- 
sion, to  make  a  brief  statement.  I  may  say  that 
on  Wednesday  last  I  perhaps  did  not  altogether 
do  justice  to  the  motives  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
men who  objected  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  until  Tuesday.  However,  refiection  has 
satisfied  me  that  the  object  of  those  honorable 
gentlemen  was  to  expedite  the  public  business 
which  is  before  the  House.  Sir,  we  are  exceed- 
ingly anxious  to  meet  them  in  that  object,  and  we 
are  prepared  to  eo  on  with  the  public  business  with- 
out delay  and  without  interruption.    I  think  that, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


180  Ministerial  Statement.  [HOUSE.]     Ministerial  Statement.     [Oct.  10 


in  justice  to  myself,  I  may  be  allowed  also  to  saj 
a  word  in  explanation  of  the  reason  why  Ministers 
were  not  sworn  in  before  the  sitting  of  tlie  House 
on  Wednesday  last.  It  has  been  said  that  that 
was  done  in  order  to  aroid  an  immediate  notice 
of  motion  of  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers.  There 
is  no  foundation  whaterer  for  that  statement. 
We  had  been  made  acquainted  on  Tuesday,  by 
the  late  GK>Temment,  that  an  imprest  supply  was 
required  for  the  public  service,  to  enable  neces- 
sary payments  to  be  made.  We  had  agreed  to  co- 
operate in  procuring  that  supply;  but  the  late  Go- 
Ternment  aid  not  receive  the  necessary  autliority 
from  His  Excellency  until  after  the  sitting  of  the 
House  on  Tuesday.  It  was  necessary,  therefore, 
that  the  Bill  should  be  passed  on  Wednesday. 
Kow,  as  honorable  members  are  aware,  the  gentle- 
man who  is  to  represent  the  Gk>Temment  in  the 
Legislative  Council  has  not  arrived  in  Wellington ; 
and  we  had  intimation  that  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil would  object — and,  I  think,  not  improperly 
or  unreasonably — to  pass  a  money  Bill  without  iU 
being  recommended  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
If  honorable  members  have  been  good  enough  to 
follow  me  they  will  see  that  we  had  only  this 
alternative  :  Either  to  postpone  taking  the  place 
of  the  late  Q-overnment  until  after  Wednes- 
day's sitting,  or  to  allow  payments  which  were 
essentially  required  for  the  public  service  to 
stand  over  until  next  week.  That  alternative 
was  clearly  before  us.  I  communicated  that 
fact  to  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
or  for  Christchurch — I  do  not  know  which  he 
prefers  to  be  called  —  and  I  think  he  must 
have  temporarily  forgotten  it  when  he  stated 
to  the  House  that  he  was  not  aware  why  we 
had  not  been  sworn  in.  I  am  obliged  to  the 
House  for  allowing  me  to  make  this  statement, 
because  the  matter  has  been  represented  in  a 
light  unfavourable  and  unfair  to  the  present 
Government.  I  now,  Sir,  respond  to  the  desire 
of  honorable  members  opposite  to  go  on  with  the 
business  of  the  country,  by  making  a  statement,  as 
far  as  can  be  done  at  the  present  time,  of  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Government.  There  are  some 
subjects  upon  which  obviously  we  cannot  speak  as 
yet,  because  our  colleague,  the  Attorney- General, 
has  not  yet  arrived  in  Wellington.  It  has  been 
impossible  for  him  to  do  so  as  yet ;  and  honor- 
able members,  I  am  sure,  will  admit  that  it 
would  be  improper  for  us  to  commit  the  Govern- 
ment on  subjects  upon  which  we  do  not  pre- 
cisely know  the  sentiments  of  that  honorable 
gentleman.  With  regard,  also,  to  the  question 
of  finance,  there  is  another  reason.  My  honor- 
able friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  been  en- 
gaged most  industriously  in  investigating  the  state 
of  the  finances  ever  since  we  were  sworn  in,  and 
endeavouring  to  obtain  such  clear  and  correct 
information  as  will  enable  him  to  state  to  the 
House  what  our  real  financial  position  is.  He 
has  got  thus  far :  that  the  financial  position  is 
one  which  requires — to  put  it  mildly — ^the  very 
serious  consideration  of  the  House.  More  than 
that  he  is  not  yet  in  a  position  to  state ;  but 
either  he  or  myself  will,  if  not  on  Tuesday  next,  at 
any  rate,  I  hope,  on  the  following  day,  make  a 
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pretty  full  statement  to  the  House  of  what  the 
financial  condition  of  the  colony  is.  And  we  now 
say  this :  That  it  is  desirable  that  the  House  and 
the  country  should  know  our  financial  position 
with  the  least  possible  delay.  With  regard  to 
Native  affairs,  my  honorable  friend  the  Native 
Minister  has  been  very  actively  engaged  in  ob- 
taining authentic  information  upon  the  several 
important  questions  which  have  now  to  be  dealt 
with.  Owing  to  what  I  must  call  the  peculiar 
manner  in  which  the  business  of  the  Native  Office 
has  been  conducted  of  late,  it  is  not  easy  to  obtain 
full  and  correct  information  without  considerable 
labour,  and  without  some  time;  therefore  my 
honorable  colleague  has  not  placed  me  in  a  posi- 
tion at  present  to  make  any  definite  statement  on 
this  subject.  But,  Sir,  on  Tuesday  next  we 
shall  be  prepared  to  state  generally  what  we 
believe  to  be  the  position  of  the  oifficulty  on 
the  West  Coast,  and  generally  what  steps  we 
think  should  be  adopted.  We  shall  also,  if  we 
have  time,  consider  the  large,  important,  and 
difficult  question  of  the  alienation  of  Native  land, 
and  be  prepared,  I  hope,  to  give  an  outline  of  the 
views  of  the  Government  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  that  question  should  be  dealt  with.  We 
shall  also  refer  to  a  question  which,  we  believe, 
should  be  brought  fully  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  with  very  little  delay  indeed — ^the  question 
of  the  character  and  the  extent  of  the  purchases 
of  land  from  the  Natives  by  the  Gbvemment 
which  are  now  going  on.  That  is  a  matter 
which,  we  believe,  requires  the  early  and  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  House  ;  but  honor- 
able members  will  ailmit  that  it  is  obvious  we 
could  not  make  a  statement  on  that  subject  at 
the  present  moment.  There  are,  however,  ques- 
tions upon  which  we  are  in  a  position  to  at  once 
state  what  our  intentions  are,  the  main  one  being 
the  large  question  of  electoral  reform.  It  has 
been  the  fashion  for  honorable  members  on  the 
other  side,  and  for  their  supporters  outside  the 
House,  to  throw  doubts  upon  the  sincerity  of  the 
members  of  this  Government  and  of  members 
supporting  them — doubte  as  to  the  sincerity  with 
which  they  advocate  this  large  question  of  elec- 
toral reform.  Sir,  we  propose  to  dispel  at  onoe 
and  for  ever  all  those  doubts,  by  proceeding 
immediately  with  measures  of  electoral  reform, 
and  by  pressing  those  measures  on  vrithout  any 
interruption.  I  hope  and  believe  that  honor- 
able members  on  the  opposite  side  will  not 
allow  any  doubt  as  to  their  sincerity  to  be  raised 
by  their  offering  any  obstruction  to  the  rapid 
progress  and  completion  of  these  important  mea- 
sures. The  Franchise  Bill — called  the  Electoral 
Bill,  but  which  perhaps  would  be  better  defined  if 
called  a  Bill  to  extend  the  franchise — has  not  been 
introduced  to  the  House.  It  is,  however,  in  type 
— it  has  been  left  by  the  late  Government  in  type, 
although  not  complete.  There  are  some  printed 
slips  attached  containing  proposals  which  ai*e  con- 
flicting, and  which  no  doubt  the  late  Government 
had  not  time  to  quite  make  up  their  minds  upon. 
I  have  given  notice  to-day  for  leave  to  introduce 
that  Bill  on  Tuesday.  At  the  present  time  I 
will  only  say  that  we  do  not  altogether  approve 
of  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Government  last 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.]        Ministerial  Statement.       [HOUSE.]  Ministerial  Statement.  181 


B^on.  In  many  respert^  that  Bill,  as  \m%  been 
described  by  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot, 
is  not  rcallj  a  liberal  measure — some  of  its  pro- 
Tisions  are  illiberal.  We  propose  rather  to  go 
back,  And  take  generally  as  the  basis  of  our  Biil 
tlie  measure  which  was  passed  throug'h  this 
HouH}  in  1878,  but  which  was  loit  in  conse- 
quence of  a  diSerence  of  opinion  with  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  say,  "  take  that  gene- 
rally as  the  basi^,"  but  we  believe  very  raluable 
amendments  ar)d  alterations  may  be  introduced 
into  that  Bill  from  the  one  which  wa-j  intro- 
duced by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker.  We  hope  also 
to  embody  in  this  Bill  a  proposal  with  reference 
to  the  Maori  qualification  which  will  be  admit^d 
to  be  fair,  reasonable,  and  satisfactory  to  both  races. 
The  next  Bill  to  which  I  will  refer  is  one  that  has 
already  been  read  a  first  time  in  this  House,  and 
has  been  circulated  to-day,  and  which  I  propose 
to  more  the  second  reading  of  forthwith.  It  is 
the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill.  We  believe  this 
is  a  Bill  which  is  desirable ;  but  I  will  not  go 
farther  into  that  subject  now  than  to  say  this : 
The  Bill  which  the  late  Gbvemment  left  behind 
them  provides  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  continue  only  for  a  period  of  three  years. 
.But  there  is  this  further  remarkable  feature 
about  their  proposal,  which  I  think  the  House 
and  the  country  ought  to  have  its  attention 
called  to:  that  this  Bill  is  only  to  take  effect 
after  the  dissolution,  or  other  termination,  of  the 
present  General  Assembly.  That  is  the  liberality 
of  the  late  Government.  We  are  to  declare  that 
the  people  shall  have  the  benefit  of  triennial  Par- 
liamelite,  but  carefully  guard  ourselves  against 
any  inconvenience.  On  this  point  the  Govern- 
ment differ  from  their  predecessors. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— That  was  the  Bill  intro- 
duced last  Parliament. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  can  only  say  that  we  sent  to 
the  Printing  Office  for  the  Bill  which  the  Gk)Tern- 
ment  had  ready,  and  this  is  the  Bill  that  was  sent 
up  to  us. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  submit  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  wrong  in  making  state- 
ments reflecting  upon  members  who  do  not  hap- 
pen to  be  on  his  side  of  the  House.  We  are 
quite  prepared  to  hear  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernment, but  not  statements  introducing  matters 
upon  which  there  might  be  differences  of  opinion. 
I  submit  that  as  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  did  not  consider  that  the 
Premier  bad  in  any  way  transgressed  the  rules 
of  parliamentary  debate  in  the  observations  ho 
was  addressing  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HALL. — No  one  in  the  House  is  more 
anxious  than  I  am  to  avoid  anything  which  may 
give  members  a  right  to  complain.  I  shall  always 
De  glad,  if  I  offend  unwittingly  in  that  respect,  to 
have  my  attention  called  to  it.  If  I  have  offended 
on  the  present  occasion  it  has  been  unwittingly. 
I  wished  to  explain  to  the  House  what  are  the 
intentions  of  the  present  Government  compared 
with  those  of  our  predecefsors  in  respect  to  this 
Bill.  The  honorable  member  for  Totara  said 
that  this  was  the  Bill  of  last  session.  I  vrish  to 
point  out  that  the  late  Prime  Minister  moved  for 
leave  to  introduce  a  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill ; 
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the  Bill  was  introduced,  and  was  ordered  to  b« 
printed ;  nnd  when  we  sent  to  the  Printing  Office 
for  the  Bill  this  was  the  one  we  received. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.  — The  Bill  had  not  been 
settled  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  Well,  this  is  the  Bill  that  we 
found.  When  the  motion  for  the  second  reading 
is  made,  it  will  be  competent  for  honorable  mem- 
bers to  afford  any  explanation  they  may  choose. 
The  present  Government,  at  any  rate,  say  they 
are  ready  to  go  on  with  the  Triennial  Parlia- 
ments Bill,  and  wish  to  do  so  to-day,  without 
unnecessnry  delay.  The  third  question  is  the 
readjustment  of  the  representation.  Of  course, 
we  entirely  agree  that  readjustment  is  neces- 
sary ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty. 
We  believe  that  population  should  be  the  first 
consideration,  but  it  should  not  be  the  only 
consideration  :  and,  therefore,  we  object  to  the 
plan  laid  down  in  the  Bill  introduced  by  the 
Government  last  session,  by  which  representation 
was  to  be  readjusted  by  a  mechanical  process, 
because  that  would  prevent  fair  and  legitimate 
consideration  being  given  to  those  other  elements 
in  the  matter  of  readjustment  which  ought  to  be 
considered.  We  propose,  in  the  Bill  which  we 
shall  endeavour  to  pass,  to  have  it  effected  in  such 
a  way  as  will  give  to  all  portions  of  the  colony  the 
rights  to  which  they  may  fairly  lay  claim,  on  the 
ground  of  population  ;  but  we  do  not  approve  of 
any  scheme  which  should  go  the  length  of  practi- 
cally disfranchising  some  portions  of  the  colony, 
as  would  haye  been  done  by  the  Bill  brought  in 
by  the  last  Government.  The  only  other  sub- 
ject on  which  I  can  now  state  the  intentions  of 
the  GoTcrnment  is  with  reference  to  land  legis- 
lation. We  hold  it  to  be  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  it  is  the  interest  of  any  class  that  the  land 
should  not  be  settled.  We  believe  that  it  is  in- 
dispensable to  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the 
colony,  and  that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  all  classes, 
that  the  land  should  be  settled,  and  settled  as 
speedily  as  possible.  At  any  rate,  if  there  is 
any  class  in  the  community  which  is  opposed  to 
the  settlement  of  the  land  on  liberal  principles, 
with  such  a  class  we  have  no  sympathy  whatever. 
We  believe  that  an  improvement  can  be  made 
in  the  present  law  upon  this  subject ;  but  I 
must  add  that,  in  my  opinion,  justice  has  not 
been  altogether  done  to  our  past  land  laws. 
If  any  one  will  examine  the  agricultural  sta- 
tistics, he  will  find  that  the  settlement  of  land 
in  New  Zealand  has  taken  place  at  a  more 
rapid  rate  than  in  any  other  colony :  still  no 
doubt  the  experience  of  the  past  two  years  shows 
that  further  facilities  are  required.  Especially 
with  regard  to  deferred  -  payment  land,  the 
present  law  has  imposed  burdens  which  have 
proved  onerous  to  an  extent  which  never  was 
intended  by  the  House  when  it  passed  the  Bill  of 
1877.  The  price  has  been  found  to  be  excessive ; 
but  this  is  not  due  to  the  provisions  of  the  Land 
Act  itself,  but  to  those  of  the  Land  Sales  Act 
passed  in  that  session.  At  any  rate,  the  Question 
must  be  reconsidered,  nnd  we  shall  come  aown  to 
the  House  with  well-considered  proposals  on  the 
subject.  This  is  all  that  the  Government  is  in  a 
position  to  state  at  the  present  time.     If  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


184 


Triennial 


[HOUSE.]  Parliament  Bill         [Oct.  10 


to  the  other  liberal  measures  which  have  been 
referred  to.  He  says,  "  We  will  give  them  every 
consideration,  and  at  the  same  time  will  put  our- 
selves to  great  inconvenience  to  bring  them  down 
as  quickly  as  possible.**  I  consider  this  moiion 
for  adjournment  is  an  exceedingly  bad  move,  and 
I  feel  certain  that  an  appeal  to  all  persons  of  an 
independent  spirit  will  be  met  with  the  reply  that 
it  was  neither  a  fair  nor  a  just  thing  not  to  afford 
the  present  Government  the  slightest  chance  to 
bring  down  the  measures  they  ardently  desire  to 
bring  forward.  I  will  not  beUeve  that  all  the 
patriotism  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  all  the  tact  of  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan),  or  all  the  tact  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Tuapeka  can  popsibly  keep, 
a  number  of  honorable  gentlemen  together  to  do 
their  bidding  in  this  fashion.  I  do  not  believe 
that  those  honorable  gentlemen  will  allow  them- 
selves to  be  driven  like  a  flock  of  sheep  into 
any  lobby.  They  are  gentlemen  of  independent 
spirit,  and  will  not  be  driven  into  any  lobby  of 
this  House  by  others.  I  say  that  the  sense  of 
fairness  with  which  I  have  already  perceived  this 
House  to  be  largely  imbued  will  induce  those 
honorable  gentlemen  to  give  a  decent  lengtli  of 
time  to  the  members  of  the  present  Government 
to  bring  down  their  measures  and  to  mature 
their  plans.  I  trust  that  in  the  course  of  my 
remarks  I  have  said  nothing  to  hurt  the  feelings 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr. 
Sheehan).  I  would  be  the  last  to  do  so.  I  have 
known  him  for  many  years ;  he  is  a  gentleman 
for  whom  I  entertain  the  most  profound  respect ; 
but  I  think  he  travelled  just  a  little  beyond  the 
proper  limits  in  the  speech  he  made.  I  sincerely 
hope  that,  if  we  come  to  a  division  on  this  ques- 
tion of  adjournment,  those  honorable  gentlemen 
who  hare  come  here  pledged  to  support  this  Bill 
will  see  their  way  not  to  be  led  into  any  lobby  by 
any  set  of  men  who  are  endeavouring  to  place 
themselves  on  those  benches,  utterly  regardless  as 
to  whether  this  and  other  liberal  measures  are 
carried  or  not. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  do  not  wish  to  be  mis- 
understood as  to  the  vote  which  I  intend  to  give 
on  this  occasion.  The  question  is  not  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  but  whether  the  Premier  will 
give  an  assurance  that  the  notice  of  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  will 
take  precedence  on  Tuesday  next.  There  should 
be  no  al  tempt  made  to  shelve  this  matter  by  a  side- 
issue.  The  honorable  member  for  Waipa  has 
stated,  and  wishes  to  make  it  oppear,  that  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  and  the  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  are  now  going  to 
oppose  these  measures.  It  is  a  most  unfair  way 
to  put  the  question.  If  the  assurance  is  given 
that  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  will  take  precedence  on  Tuesday 
next,  we  will  let  the  second  reading  pass.  Until 
such  an  assurance ,  is  given,  I  shall  oppose  the 
motion  of  the  Premier. 

Mr.  McLean. —  I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  have  been  put  into  a  little 
comer.  I  will  tell  the  House  that,  if  the  late 
Government  had  been  on  those  benchei»,  and  had 
brought  in  this  Bill,  a  certain  number  of  their 
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supporters  would  have  left  them.  They  were 
warned  in  the  lobbies,  and  told  that  they  dare 
not  bring  in  this  Bill,  and  now  this  is  the  way  in 
which  they  are  trying  to  shelve  it.  Hitherto  I 
have  voted  against  this  Bill,  although  at  one  time 
I  proposed  the  reduction  from  five  to  four  years. 
I  have  always  believed  that  is  a  fair  compro- 
mise  

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
solemnly  declare  that  no  representation  was  made 
to  me  that  we  dare  not  bring  this  Bill  in. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  accept  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's denial;  but,  somehow  or  other.  Friends 
speak  for  him  generally.  He  does  not  speak  for 
himself.  He  is  always  in  the  background.  I 
know  that  in  the  lobbies  it  has  been  stated— by 
one  positively — that  the  Bill  was  not  to  come  into 
operation  until  after  the  present  Parliament ;  and 
what  has  taken  place  to-day  concurs  with  what  I 
have  heard  in  the  lobbies — that  those  honorable 
gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  do  not  want  this 
Bill  at  all.  They  think  this  a  good  opportunity 
for  shelving  it,  and  hence  thoir  action.  That  ia 
the  fact,  and  those  honorable  gentlemen  know  it. 
An  honorable  gentleman  has  told  us  that  many 
honorable  members  who  support  the  present 
Government  voted  against  this  Bill  on  former 
occasions.  No  doubt  they  did  so,  but  so  also  did 
the  honorable  gentleman  himself.  Why,  Sir,  he 
went  into  the  lobby  with  me  against  it  on  a  very 
late  occasion ;  and  yet  now  he  pretends  to  be  a 
great  friend  of  the  people,  and  to  be  very  desirous 
to  have  the  Bill  passed.  He  has  characterized 
the  present  Government  as  being  brass,  while 
he  and  his  were  copper ;  but  I  think  he  shows 
a  great  deal  of  the  former  element  when  he 
speaks  as  he  has  done,  in  the  face  of  the 
action  which  he  and  his  party  took  in  1877  in 
regard  to  this  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill.  The 
present  Government  have  shown  the  sincerity  of 
their  desire  to  carry  out  this  liberal  measure,  so 
that  there  shall  be  no  more  mere  talk  about  it ; 
and  I,  for  one,  shall  support  them.  And  I  say 
further  that  that  Government  shall  sit  on  those 
benches  until  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
fully  explaining  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  or  I  will  have  nothing  more  to  say  to 
them.  They  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining the  position  into  which  the  late  Govern- 
ment have  allowed  the  country  to  drift — a  position 
which,  to  my  own  knowledge,  is  most  dangerous, 
and  which  demands  from  this  House  immediate 
relief.  I  do  not  envy  any  Gt)vermnent  which 
has  to  put  our  finances  into  a  proper  position. 
It  will  tax  the  ingenuity  of  any  Government  to 
bring  forward  financial  measures  which  will  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  House.  It  is  very 
kind  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Opposi- 
tion benches  to  want  to  force  us  to  a  division 
now,  when  they  think  they  have  a  majority,  and 
when  they  know  that  four  of  our  men  are  away. 

Mr.  DK  LAUTOUR.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Mr.  Sheehan)  was  not  allowed  to  continue  his 
speech  when  he  branched  ofl*  from  the  subject  of 
(he  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  and  referred  to 
the  want-of-confidenee  motion.  This  will  be  a 
very  lengthy  debate  if  we  are  allowed  to  do  so. 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  did  not  obserre  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  was  wandering 
from  the  subject  immediately  under  discussion. 
I  must  request  honorable  members  not  to  direrge 
into  the  want-of-confidence  motion. 

Mr.  McLean. — Sir,  I  shall  always  be  most 
happy  to  be  guided  by  you.  I  wss  simply  an- 
swering the  statements  made  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
ebate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  you  were  out  of 
order  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Then  I  will  not  proceed  fur- 
ther in  that  direction.  I  will  ask  honorable 
members  if  they  really  wish  to  see  this  Triennial 
Parliaments  Bill  the  law  of  the  land.  I  ask  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  have  declared  to  their 
constituents  that  they  are  in  favour  of  it,  whether 
they  want  to  see  it  shelved  by  a  side-wind.  Let 
them  face  their  constituents,  and  say  whether 
they  really  mean  to  support  the  Bill,  or  whether 
they  want  to  shuffle  out  of  it,  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Timaru  has  shuffled  out  of  it  and  out 
of  other  matters  lately.  He  is  afraid  of  it — lie 
dreads  it  becoming  law.  He  does  not  want  it, 
but  he  dares  not  vote  against  it  except  by  this 
side-wind,  so  as  to  gull  his  constituents.  That  is 
the  way  in  which  that  honorable  member  shuffles 
and  changes  with  his  constituents,  promising  one 
thing  to-day  and  doing  another  to-morrow.  He 
wants  to  shelve  this  measure,  which  is  popular 
with  the  country.  Let  us  see  how  many  others 
will  dare  to  go  into  the  lobby  with  him  on 
this  occasion,  and  yet  will  dare  to  stand  up 
and  say  they  are  in  favour  of  the  BilL  How 
many  of  those  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  are 
really  in  favour  of  the  Bill  ?  I  know  one  very 
active  supporter  of  the  late  Gbvernment — not  in 
his  place  just  now — who  declared  that  we  shall 
not  pass  this  Bill  so  as  to  make  it  applicable  to 
the  present  Parliament.  That,  too,  is  a  provi- 
sion embodied  in  the  Bill  prepared  by  the  late 
GK>Temment.  and  is  therefore  a  fair  indication 
of  their  opinion.  It  shows  clearly  that,  while  the 
late  Government  were  going  to  pass  the  Bill,  they 
said  at  the  same  time,  "  We  will  take  good  care 
it  sha'n't  affect  ourselves."  I  say,  let  us  affect 
ourselves.  What  right  have  we  to  pass  legisla- 
tion affecting  future  Parliaments  that  does  not 
affect  ourselves  ?  I  have  not  supported  this  Bill 
on  previous  occasions ;  but,  as  the  Government  has 
brought  it  down,  now  I  shall  support  it  and  see  it 
carried  through.  Let  those  who  were  elected 
to  carry  this  liberal  measure  dare  to  go  into  the 
lobby  with  the  Opposition  ;  for  I  tell  them  that  if 
they  do  so  they  will  be  trying  to  shelve  the  Bill. 
Let  us  take  the  division  at  once,  and  let  it  be 
clearly  understood  that  that  division  will  show 
those  who  desire  to  shelve  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— No. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  know  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers  does  not  like  this  Bill.  I 
know  that  he  and  I  have  always  gone  into  the 
lobby  against  it.  We  have  a  fellow-feeling  in 
ihat  respect.  I  may,  however,  go  the  length  of 
saying  that,  while  I  was  ready  to  make  the  term 
of  Parliament  fear  ysan  before  the  provincial 


system  was  abolished,  I  am  now  quite  willing  that 
it  should  be  three  years. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— I  accept  at  once  the  chal- 
lenge of  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  shall  vote 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  without  any 
fear  of  its  being  said  by  my  constituents  that 
I  do  so  because  I  want  to  shelve  the  Bill.  No 
one  ever  asked  me  to  support  this  Bill,  but  I 
told  my  constituents  after  my  election  that  I 
should  do  so,  and  whenever  the  question  has 
been  brought  before  this  House  I  have  gone  into 
the  lobby  in  favour  of  it.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  country  wants  the  Bill,  and  I  am  very 
glad  to  find  that  gentlemen  whose  feelings  are 
against  it  are  forced  to  give  their  vote  with  me  in 
favour  of  it  now.  Let  us  pass  it  at  once.  I  have 
often  seen  measures  passed  through  this  House 
at  one  sitting  as  matters  of  urgency,  and  1  am 
quite  ready  to  take  the  first,  second,  and  third 
readings  of  this  Bill  this  afternoon  ;  but  let  us 
distinctly  understand  that  we  shall  take  the  want- 
of-confidence  motion  the  first  thing  on  Tues- 
day, and  have  it  fairly  out.  I  understand  an 
income-tax  is  to  be  proposed ;  and  we  have  to 
readjust  the  seats,  as  well  as  pass  this  Triennial 
ParUaments  Bill.  All  these  are  matters  of  ur- 
gency. Let  us,  then,  get  through  them  at  once.  I 
am  ready  to  sit  all  night,  and  all  day  to-morrow, 
if  necessary,  so  as  to  get  through  with  them.  I 
do  not  care  what  Government  may  be  in  power :  if 
their  measures  are  good  I  shall  support  them.  I 
shall  go  into  the  lobby  for  the  postponement  of  the 
debate,  but,  be  it  understood,  not  to  vote  against 
the  Bill.  In  the  meantime,  if  the  Government 
will  hurry  it  through  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  and 
you.  Sir,  will  accord  the  indulgence  usuafiy  granted 
at  the  close  of  a  session,  and  allow  it  to  be  passed 
through  all  its  stages  at  one  sitting,  let  us  go  on 
with  it  at  once  ;  but  let  us  understand  each  other. 

Mr.  BOWEN.  — What  does  my  honorable 
friend  call  "having  it  fairly  out"?  Does  he 
mean  that  there  is  to  be  a  second  division  on  a 
no-confidence  motion?  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  honorable  gentleman  means  that  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  is  to  be  taken  twice 
over  before  it  is  to  be  considered  as  having  passed 
the  House.  That  is  what  he  must  mean.  The 
real  reason  for  proposing  the  adjournment  of  the 
consideration  of  this  Bill  is  to  prevent  business 
being  done  by  the  Government  until  the  question 
of  confidence  in  (hem  is  debated  a  second  time. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — There  has  been  no  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  in  them  debated. 

Mr.  BOWEN. — It  amounts  to  the  same  thing. 
The  leader  of  the  present  Government  moved  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  late  Govern- 
ment and  carried  it ;  and  I  say  it  is  a  monstrous 
proposition  that  every  time  a  vote  of  that  sort  is 
carried  we  are  to  have  a  second  edition  of  it  the 
moment  other  honorable  gentlemen  get  on  those 
benches.  It  is  an  absolutely  unconstitutional 
proceeding. — (Laughter  from  the  Opposition.) — 
Honorable  gentlemen  may  laugh,  but  those  who 
do  so  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  pay  any 
attention  to  constitutional  practice.  It  has  been 
over  and  over  again  laid  down  that  Ministers 
have  a  constitutional  right  to  a  fair  considera- 
tion of  their  policy.     It  has  been  stated  by 
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Ministers  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  thej 
would  not  accept  anj  vote  against  them  until 
their  measures  were  fairly  considered; 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorahle  gentleman's 
remarks  have  no  bearing  on  the  Triennial  Parlia- 
ments Bill. 

Mr.  BO  WEN.  —  I  was  answering  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  morer  of  the  adjournment. 
The  only  reasons  giren  for  mofing  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  had  nothing  to  do  witli  the 
merits  of  the  Bill  before  the  House.  It  was  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  we  should  not  go  on  with  this 
Bill  because  the  Opposition  would  try  to  pretent 
the  honorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches  from 
carrying  on  the  business.  I  submit  therefore,  with 
all  deference  to  you,  Sir,  that  I  was  only  answer- 
ing the  reason  given  for  the  proposed  adjournment, 
and  was  stating  that  it  has  been  laid  down  over 
and  over  again  by  tbe  best  authorities  that  it  is 
unconstitutional  to  prevent  Ministers  from  carry- 
ing on  the  business  of  the  country  until  Parliament 
has  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  their 
policy  is.  However,  I  will  not  dwell  upon  that 
point  now,  as  there  will  be  other  opportunities 
of  doing  BO.  But  this  I  will  say — and  I  say  it 
as  one  who  is  avowedly  not  a  supporter  of  this 
particular  Bill — that  the  opposition  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  measure  is  a  factious  interruption 
of  the  business  of  the  country  I  soy,  too,  that, 
if  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  are  able  to 
carry  such  an  adjournment,  the  entire  responsi- 
bility will  rest  with  them  of  interrupting  business 
at  a  most  critical  time  for  the  country,  and  when, 
as  they  know  quite  well,  every  moment  is  of  the 
utmost  importance.  1  have  said,  **  if  they  should 
carry  the  adjournment,"  for  I  have  too  high  a 
sense  of  the  honor  and  loyalty  of  honorable  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  believe  that  it 
will  be  carried.  I  do  not  think  party  feeling  is 
so  strong  as  to  lead  any  one  to  vote  against  the 
immediate  passage  of  a  measure  which  he  has 
openly  promised  to  support.  I  trust  no  honor- 
able member  will  so  vote,  merely  for  party  pur- 
poses. Let  us  come  to  a  division  on  the  question, 
and  the  responsibility  of  obstructing  business  will 
rest  with  those  honorable  members  who  vote  for 
the  adjournment. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— Whatever  unconsti- 
tutional practice  there  may  be  in  these  proceed- 
ings, it  comes  entirely  from  the  other  side. 
If  there  is  one  constitutional  course  more 
clearly  laid  down  than  another,  it  is  that,  when 
notice  of  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  is 
given,  the  Government,  if  they  have  any  respect 
for  themselves,  immediately,  of  their  own  accord, 
propose  that  all  business  shall  cease  until  that 
question  has  been  determined.  When  notice  of 
a  motion  of  no-confidence  in  those  honorable 
gentlemen  is  given,  we  nre  asked  to  give  them  a 
fair  trial.  Have  they  ever  given  the  late  Govern- 
ment a  fair  trial ? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Sir,  you  stopped  me  when 
referring  to  the  no-confidence  motion.  Is  the 
honorable  member  to  be  allowed  to  refer  to  it? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  call  the  attention  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  to  the  rule 
I  have  laid  down,  that  the  House  is  not  now  at 
Mr.  Sowen 


liberty  to  discuss  the  vote  of  no- confidence,  and 
therefore  it  must  not  be  referred  to. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — May  I  speak  to  the 
question  of  order  now,  so  as  not  to  interrupt  the 
honorable  gentleman  wheu  he  resumes  ?  1  con- 
fess I  am  quite  unable  to  see  how  we  are  to  de- 
bate the  question  before  the  House  unless  we 
also  debate  the  question  closely  connected  with  it. 
The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr. 
Sheehan)  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
on  the  distinct  ground  that  he  wished  no  busi- 
ness to  be  proceeded  with  until  the  want-of- 
confidence  motion  had  been  decided.  I  fail  to 
understand  how  we  are  to  discuss  the  question  of 
adjournment  without  branching  into  the  motion 
of  no-confidence.  If  any  way  were  pointed  out,  I 
should  be  glad  to  fall  in  with  it ;  but,  if  I  were  to 
attempt  to  discuss  the  quest  ion  before  us,  I  should 
have  to  begin  by  going  into  the  whole  matter, 
in  order  to  show  whether  it  was  right  to  arrest 
the  public  business  at  this  stage.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  every  honorable  member,  except  the 
honorable  member  for  Timaru,  has  been  called  to 
order  by  you.  Sir,  because  they  were  leaving  the 
subject  before  the  House.  If  you  will  point  out 
what  the  exact  order  is  in  such  a  case  it  would  be 
a  great  convenience  to  the  House.  For  my  part, 
I  fail  to  understand  how  any  honorable  gentle- 
man can  discuss  the  question  of  adjournment 
without  touching  upon  the  position  of  the  Qo- 
vemment  as  it  is  afiected  by  the  vote  of  want  of 
confidence. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  already  infonned 
several  honorable  members  that  it  is  necessary 
to  confine  themselves  to  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment, and  not  to  discuss  a  matter  which  is  fixed 
for  discussion  on  Tuesdav. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— I  quite  agree  with 
your  ruling,  Sir.  I  was  doing  the  best  in  my 
power  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  any  interference 
on  your  part  with  reference  to  a  point  of  order. 
When  I  was  interrupted  I  was  speaking  of  what  is 
now  a  matter  of  history — namely,  what  took  place 
last  session — and  I  then  intended  to  refer  to  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Waipa  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi,  and  I  appre- 
hend that  in  doing  so  I  should  be  entirely  in  order. 
The  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi  stated  that 
we  were  refusing  to  give  Ministers  a  fair  trial.  I 
ask,  in  reply,  when  did  they  give  the  late  Govern- 
ment a  fair  trial  ?  When  the  late  Government 
came  down  last  session  and  announced,  in  His 
Excellency's  Speech,  the  liberal  measures  they 
proposed  to  introduce,  they  were  not  allowed  a 
lair  trial—  they  were  not  allowed  to  bring  their 
measures  forward.  An  amendment  was  attached 
to  the  Address  in  Reply,  and  the  power  of 
•  introducing  those  measui-es  was  taken  from 
I  them.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  says  that 
;  we  are  interfering  with  the  Government,  and 
'  that  we  will  not  allow  them  to  bring  their 
I  measures  forward.  Their  measures,  forsooth ! 
They  are  the  measures  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Tliames.  They  found  them  in  the 
pigeon-holes,  and  adopted  them.  What  did  we 
hear  the  other  day?  That  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  go  on  with  the  business ;  and  yet  here  we 
iiud  them  already  prepared  with  the  meaiurei 
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which  they  ref  ased  to  allow  the  late  GoTernment 
to  introduce.  And  what  was  the  course  they 
adopted  at  the  heginuing  of  this  session  ?  Pre- 
cisely the  course  they  adopted  at  the  heginuing  of 
the  last.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  speaking  of  a  State 
paper  which  is  laid  on  the  table,  and  on  which  I 
hare  the  right  to  comment.  Again  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  came  down  with  his 
liberal  measures,  and  again  he  is  checked  by  an 
amendment  the  effect  of  which  nobody  under- 
stands, except  that  it  has  placed  those  gentlemen 
on  those  benches  under  false  pretences.  Now, 
that  amendment — which  is  part  of  the  Address  in 
reply  to  the  Gorernor's  Speech — contains  words 
which  have  absolutely  no  meaning  whatever, 
words  which  I  should  characterize  as  strongly 
resembling  the  Abracadabra,  and  the  '*  Heigh — 
presto"  of  the  conjuror.  We  hayo  all  seen  a 
conjuror  put  different  liquids  into  a  couple  of 
rases,  and,  with  a  "Heigh — presto,"  pass  the 
liquid  from  one  to  the  other.  Here  we  have  a 
"  Heigh — presto"  by  which  the  member  for  Selwyn 
and  his  friends  move  the  Government  from  their 
•eats  and  take  their  places  ;  but,  as  to  meaning  in 
their  amendment,  there  is  none.  If  the  inten- 
tion of  the  House  had  been  to  pass  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  in  the  late  Government,  one 
could  easily  have  understood  tliat ;  but  the  vote 
was  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment ''as  then  constituted,"  thereby  leading 
members  to  suppose  that  there  would  be  a  re- 
construction ;  but  the.  honorable  gentlemen  took 
advantage  of  the  passing  of  that  amendment  to 
place  themselves  on  those  benches  without  the 
slightest  attempt  at  reconstruction.  The  proper 
course — the  fair  course — for  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn  to  have  adopted  would  have  been 
to  have  attempted  a  reconstruction  of  the  late 
Government — to  have  imported  some  of  his  own 
side  into  our  side,  and  if  he  bad  failed  in  that, 
to  have  gone  back  to  the  Gorernor  and  told  him 
that  he  was  unable  to  form  a  Government  in 
accordance  with  the  views  he  had  himself  stated, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  meaning  the  House 
had  attached  to  the  amendment  to  the  Address 
in  Reply.  That  is  the  course  he  should  have 
adopted  ;  but,  failing  that,  he  has  placed  himself 
on  those  benches  with  a  number  of  gentlemen 
who  are  more  objectionable  to  the  members  of 
this  House  than  any  member  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment ever  was.  He  has  placed  there  members  of 
that  old  "continuous"  Ministry  of  which  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  was  the  head,  which  started  in  1869 
and  lasted  till  1877 ;  which  has  been  the  fruitful 
cause  of  all  the  injury  this  colony  has  sustained  ; 
which  has  been  the  cause  of  the  financial  difficulty 
the  honorable  gentleman  speaks  of,  and  which  he 
would  endeavour  to  cast  upon  the  gentlemen  who 
lately  occupied  those  benches. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Oh,  oh  ! 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man may  b&j  "  Oh,  oh,"  but  how  has  this  financial 
difficulty  anson  ?  Simply  out  of  that  speculative 
system  of  finance  which  was  originated  in  1870, 
which  has  been  continued  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  now  occupies  the  position  of  Colonial 
Treasurer,  and  which  has  broken  down.  I  say  that 
tho«e  honorable  gentlemen  have  no  ground  to  stand 


on  whatever,  and  have  no  reason  to'show  why  the 
want-of-oonfidence  motion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers  should  not  be  gone  on 
with  at  once.  This  is  not  a  factious  opposi- 
tion— quite  the  opposite.  They  know  perfectly 
well  that  the  very  fact  of  their  placing  on  those 
benches  members  of  that  old  continuous  Ministry 
lias  shaken  the  confidence  of  many  who  would 
have  been  their  supporters,  and  that  they  are 
now  in  a  minority  in  this  House.  If  they  have 
any  regard  for  their  position  they  will  give  the 
honorable  gentleman  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
forward  his  motion,  and  not  by  any  side-wind 
put  it  down  the  Paper,  and  thus  prevent  us 
taking  the  vote  of  the  House,  which  they  know 
has  no  confidence  in  them. 

Maior  ATKINSON.  — It  is  a  very  significant 
fact  that  notice  of  the  want-of-confidence  motion 
has  been  given  by  a  gentleman  who  always  and 
upon  every  occasion  has  opposed  a  Triennial 
Parliaments  Bill.  I  commend  that  fact  to  those 
who  say  that  there  is  no  conspiracy  to  burke 
this  Bill.  It  is  also  a  significant  fact  that  the 
honorable  member  who  moved  the  adjournment 
has  opposed  this  Bill  on  every  possible  occasion, 
and  yet  we  are  told  that  it  is  in  the  interests 
of  this  Bill  that  the  adjournment  is  asked  for. 
Now,  I  ask  if  anybody  can  believe  that  for  a 
moment.  If  they  wish  to  see  the  Bill  passed, 
now  is  their  opportunity  ;  let  us  put  their  profea- 
fessions  to  the  proof.  But  I  would  ask,  knowing 
the  character  of  those  gentlemen  for  parlia- 
mentary finesse,  whetiier  there  is  not  something 
underlying  this  proceeding  of  to-day.  I  warn  the 
friends  of  this  Bill  tliat  there  is  a  danger  of  its 
being  lost  if  this  motion  is  carried ;  and  I  hope 
they  will  bear  these  words  in  mind.  It  is  no 
breach  of  confidence  to  tell  the  House  that  not 
a  single  measure  of  that  Liberal  Government  is 
ready  to  be  presented  to  this  House.  After  two 
years'  incubation,  their  liberal  measures  are  still 
in  a  hopeless  state  of  confusion.  Underlings  have 
been  directed  to  draft  them,  and  never  to  this 
day  have  they  received  the  consideration  of  Minis- 
tors.  And  will  the  House  belie  re  that  those 
gentlemen  would  be  prepared  to  go  on  with  the 
business  on  Tuesday,  when  that  is  the  state  in 
which  they  leave  their  offices  ?  I  am  not  going 
into  questions  of  finance  on  this  occasion — I  will 
not  even  refer  to  the  speculative  finance  touched 
upon  by  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata — 
but  I  will  undertake,  on  Tuesday  i:ext,  to  give 
the  House  an  insight  into  the  speculative  finance 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  whom  we  fortunately 
turned  out  the  other  day.  I  will  show  that  the 
finance  of  the  country  has  been  greatly  neglected, 
and  that  it  is  in  even  a  worse  state  than  are 
those  wretched  Bills  which  those  honorable 
gentlemen,  after  two  years'  incubation,  and  I  do 
not  know  how  many  years  before,  have  left  for  us. 
The  forms  of  the  House  will  not  permit  it,  or  I 
would  produce  them,  in  order  to  expose,  and 
expose  thoroughly,  the  insincerity  of  those  gentle- 
men in  pretending  to  desire  to  have  these  Bills 
passed.  If  they  were  sincere,  why  were  these 
Bills  not  presented  last  session  ?  They  have  had 
six  weeks  since  then,  and  they  are  not  in  a  fit 
state  to  be  presented  now.    If  they  had  beeh  in  a 
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fit  state  to  be  presented,  mj  honorable  friend  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  would  hare  been  pre- 
pared to  go  on  with  them  to-day ;  but  the  Electoral 
Bill  as  it  stands  is  simply  nonsense.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata  sajs  that  we  in  1877 
did  not  give  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite 
an  opportunity  to  propound  their  policy,  and 
he  says  that  that  was  unconstitutional  and  wrong. 
Then,  I  would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman 
whether  he  wishes  to  perpetuate  unconstitutional 
proceedings  in  this  House.  Surely,  if  we  were 
wrong,  his  political  morality  will  not  pnermit  the 
perpetration  of  the*  wrong  a  second  time.  He 
ought  to  show  us  a  better  example.  But  it  hap- 
pens that  our  proceedings  were  constitutional  and 
that  the  honorable  gentleman's  are  not.  Upon 
what  occasion  did  we  refuse  to  hear  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  ?  Upon  the  first  occasion  they 
shelreid  the  no-confidence  motion  by — I  hardly 
know  how  to  characterize  it,  but  by — a  method 
which  was  certainly  opposed  to  all  rules  of  parlia- 
mentary practice.  When  that  motion  was  snelved 
by  the  casting  rote  of  the  Speaker,  we  had  the 
pair  of  a  gentleman  who  was  absent,  and  the 
promise  of  the  Govemraent  whip  that  it  should 
be  paired  when  produced.  Belying  upon  that,  we 
produced  our  pair,  and  then  the  GoTernment 
whip  declined  to  accept  it.  There  is  no  disputing 
these  facte ;  and  if  the  ordinary  parliamentary 
practice  and  the  custom  usually  adopted  amongst 
gentlemen  had  been  given  effect  to,  we  should 
have  had  a  majority  at  that  time.  Whichever 
way  you  like  to  take  it,  it  was  shelved  upon  these 
grounds  :  that  it  was  unconstitutional  to  proceed 
to  the  condemnation  of  a  Ministry  until  they 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  declaring  their  policy 
to  the  country.  That  was  the  amendment  which 
was  moved  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds,  then 
member  for  Port  Chalmers,  which  was  carried, 
and  which  shelved  the  motion.  Upon  that  occa- 
sion the  House  affirmed,  in  the  way  1  have  de- 
scribed it,  the  constitutional  rule  that  it  would  not 
condemn  any  Ministry  until  it  had  an  opportunity 
of  making  its  statement  to  the  House.  Now,  let 
us  come  to  the  other  occasions.  Last  session, 
when  we  returned,  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
been  performing  that  humiliating  stumping  tour 
through  the  country,  beseeching  people  to  do  what 
Parliament  was  only  too  ready  to  do  if  he  would 
produce  measures  which  would  ennble  it  to  do  so, 
but  which  he  invariably  declined  to  do — begging 
people  to  assist  him  to  do  what  he  knew  would  be 
done  instantly  if  it  were  only  submitted  to  this 
House.  The  honorable  gentleman,  instead  of 
attending  to  the  administration  of  the  country, 
had  been  devoting  his  time  to  that  purpose ;  and 
when  we  came  back  we  found  nothing  ready. 
We  find  even  now,  after  aU  this  time,  that  there 
is  not  one  of  those  Bills  fit  to  look  at ;  for  this 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill  only  consists  of  two 
or  three  clauses.  The  honorable  gentleman  dis- 
owns this  Bill  altogether  as  being  in  the  form 
in  which  he  approves ;  and  this  is  the  only  one 
at  all  complete  out  of  the  whole  lot.  Instead  of 
presenting  those  Bills  in  a  fit  state  to  the  House, 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  performing  those  ex- 
traordinary feats  throughout  the  country.  When 
we  came  back  we  found  the  whole  basinets  of  the 
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country  in  a  terrible  state  of  disorder.  Nothing 
was  done,  nothing  was  ready ;  and,  by  one  of  the 
largest  majorities  which  had  ever  been  obtained 
in  this  House  against  a  Gt>vernment,  we  declared 
the  honorable  gentleman  utterly  unfit  for  his 
position.  And  why  did  we  do  that?  Because 
we  had  had  experience  of  him — because  we  knew 
that  the  Queen's  Speech  was  only  talk.  We 
knew,  by  what  the  honorable  gentleman  had  been 
saying  during  the  recess,  that  he  was  not  sin- 
cere in  his  desire  for  those  measures ;  and  the 
Houpe,  by  an  enormous  majority,  declared  that 
he  was  entirely  incapable  of  carrying  out  the 
policy  which  he  had  been  trumpeting  forth 
throughout  the  country.  Not  only  that,  but  the 
administration  of  affairs  was  most  wretched  from 
beginning  to  end.  I  have  a  right  to  claim  that 
it  was  most  wretched,  because  this  House  haa 
declared  it  by  a  majority  of  fourteen.  There- 
fore that  is  a  verdict  which  no  one  can  gainsay. 
The  administration  was  bad  in  the  extreme. 
Then,  when  we  came  back  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, I  should  like  to  know  what  right  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  to  demand  anything.  If  he 
had  been  a  constitutional  Premier — if  he  desired 
to  support  the  Constitution  and  the  authority  of 
the  people  and  of 'this  House — he  would  have 
resigned  before  the  House  met.  He  knew  per- 
fectly well  that  he  had  not  the  confidence  of  the 
country.  He  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  elec- 
tions had  gone  against  him. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Of  course  there  are  some 
honorable  gentlemen  to  whom  facts  are  of  no 
value.  When  facts  come  in  their  way  they  say, 
"  So  much  the  worse  for  the  facts."  That  is  the 
state  of  affairs  on  the  present  occasion.  But  the 
fact  is  patent  that  we  are  here,  and  the  honor- 
able gentleman  there.  If  the  country  had  not 
decided  against  him  we  could  not  have  changed 
places  in  the  way  we  have.  The  fact  is  still  fur- 
ther patent  that  there  are  not  eight  men  on  that 
side  of  the  House  who  believe  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  fit  to  be  a  Minister.  I  never  saw 
such — I  was  going  to  say  gross,  but  perhaps  it  is 
not  parliamentary — disloyalty  to  a  leader  as  is 
displayed  regularly,  not  upon  occasions  when 
men  are  out  of  temper,  but  on  every  occasion. 
In  the  lobbies  you  hear  continually  of  the 
uselessness  and  worthlessness  of  the  late  Pre- 
mier as  a  political  man.  That  is  the  universal 
talk  in  the  lobbies,  not  among  the  late  Opposi- 
tion, but  among  the  friends  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  and  among  men  who  actually  voted 
for  the  late  no-confidence  motion,  and  who,  in 
the  simplicity  of  their  hearts,  think  they  are  now 
going  to  keep  him  out  of  any  new  Government 
which  may  get  into  office.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  and  Christchurch  is  master 
of  the  situation  on  that  side,  and,  if  the  House 
should  determine  to  turn  us  out,  I  caution  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  do  not  know  the  ways  of  this 
House  not  to  be  led  into  a  trap  in  this  matter. 
If  the  House  turns  us  out,  and  puts  a  new 
Ministry  on  these  benches,  it  will  be  a  Ministry 
permitted  to  be  there  by  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames,  and  on  no  other  conditions  is  a 
Ministry  poasible  from  that  aide  of  the  House. 
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Then,  juBt  one  word  with  regard  to  the  assertion 
that  these  measures  belong  to  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames.  I  want  to  know  bis 
credentials  for  claiming  them.  I  want  to  know 
his  authority.  Is  it  because  he  has  stopped  them 
from  being  passed  for  two  years  ?•  What  ekim 
has  he  to  them  ?  They  were  introduced  to  the 
House  years  before  he  came  into  Parliament. 
They  hare  been  introduced  while  he  was  in  Par- 
liament, and  he  has  failed  on  every  occasion  to 
gire  them  the  least  support,  and  on  more  than 
one  occasion  he  has  actually  gone  against  tliem. 
I  want  to  know  what  claim  he  has  to  those 
measures.  The  only  claim  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  has  on  them  is,  that  he  thought  it  would  be 
an  eflectiTo  electioneering  cry,  and  he  therefore 
got  it  up.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  not  par- 
ticular as  to  any  cry,  so  long  as  it  will  carry  him 
on  the  top  of  the  wave  of  popularity.  I  do  hope 
and  trust  that  honorable  gentlemen  who  have 
now  got  an  opportunity  of  dealing  with  those 
Bills  will  set  aside  party  feeling,  and  will  bear  in 
mind  that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  have  as 
absolute  a  right,  in  every  possible  respect,  to  be 
called  the  fathers  of  this  measure  as  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  on  that  side^  There  are  honor- 
able members  on  this  side  of  the  House  who 
supported  it  regularly  long  before  the  honorable 
gentleman  came  into  Pailiament,  and  who  have 
supported  it  consistently.  Some  members  on  the 
opposite  aide  have  also  done  so ;  but  I  say  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  has  no  right  to  claim  it 
as  his  own.  Judging  him  by  his  actions — and 
we  have  a  right  to  judge  men  by  their  actions — 
he  is  the  one  man  who  has  delayed  their  being 
placed  on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  colony.  There- 
fore I  do  hope  honorable  gentlemen  will  not  be 
led  away — will  not  think  that  we  are  to  be  put  off 
from  an  examination  of  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try and  of  other  matters  by  such  a  motion  as  this 
— by  the  indecent  haste  with  which  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  wish  to  cover  up  their  short- 
comings. I  have  had  to  give  notice  of  a  serious 
Bill  to  day,  and  I  know  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer knew  the  country  was  in  tin's  state,  and  yet 
had  not  the  courage  to  tell  the  House.  He  had 
not  the  courage  to  ask  the  House  to  pass  tho 
necessary  measures,  but  preferred  to  trust  to 
chance.  Whether  persons  got  payment  or  not 
was  nothing  to  him  so  long  as  he  remained  in 
office.  I  would  ask  honorable  members  new  to 
the  House  to  give  the  present  Government  a 
fcir  opportunity  of  placing  their  measures  before 
the  country,  and  of  submitting — and  there  can 
be  no  possible  harm  in  that  —  the  finances  to 
independent  criticism.  Then,  if  they  are  not 
prepared  to  give  us  their  confidence,  they  will 
not  find  us  resiisting  a  reasonable  vote  of  want 
of  confidence  at  any  time.  But  we  are  bound, 
by  the  commission  which  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  has  laid  upon  us,  to  examine  into  the 
aflairs,  and  place  our  ]>olicy  clearly  before  the 
country.  Honorable  gentlemen  opposite  may  be 
assured  that  we  mean  to  do  that,  despite  any 
want-of'oonfidence  motion,  or  any  endeavour  they 
may  make  in  order  to  cover  up  what  would  have 
been  in  a  rery  different  position  if  they  had  been 
the  men  they  represent  themselves  to  be — desirous 
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that  this  Parliament  shonld  have  control  of  the 
finances  and  all  other  matters  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  country — ^men  desirous  that 
the  country  should  possess  full  information  on  all 
matters.  If  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  are  what  they  claim  to  be,  they 
ought  to  be  only  delighted  to  find  any  one  willing 
to  do  what  my  friends  and  myself  have  declared 
ourselves  ready  to  do  at  so  short  a  notice.  I  do 
trust  honorable  gentlemen  will  pause  before  they 
agree  to  tho  postponement  of  this  debate.  It  is 
a  snare.  The  only  desire  is  to  cover  up  things 
which  ought  to  have  been  known,  and,  whatever 
those  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
may  do,  tho  true  8tute  of  our  financial  position 
shall  be  known  before  we  leave  these  benches. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  think  the  only  true 
statement  the  honorable  gentleman  who  just  sat 
down  has  made  is,  that  there  are  some  honorable 
gentlemen  whose  facts  are  of  no  value  at  alL  I 
think  that  applies  to  almost  all  the  facts  stated 
throughout  the  honorable  gentleman's  speech — 
they  are  of  no  value.  What  was  one  of  the 
facts  on  which  he  laid  the  greatest  stress,  and 
which  he  repeated  over  and  over  again?  He 
said  that  I  had  always  opposed  the  Triennial  Par- 
liaments Bill.  I  have  been  looking  over  Han- 
sard for  1  do  not  know  how  many  years,  but  I 
cannot  find  any  record  of  such  a  thing,  and  I  do 
not  believe  any  record  exists,  at  any  rate  for 
many  years.  I  do  not  know  how  long  it  is  since 
I  came  round  to  advocate  the  Triennial  Parlia- 
ments Bill.  I  admit  I  was  not  always  in  favour 
of  it,  but  I  certainly  have  been  for  the  last  three 
years,  and  have  not  voted  against  it.  So  much 
for  the  facts  the  honorable  gentleman  has  treated 
us  to.  I  wish  distinctly  to  have  it  understood 
that,  in  supporting  the  adjournment  of  the  debate, 
I  and  those  acting  with  me  are  by  no  means 
opposing  the  passing  of  the  Triennial  Parliaments 
Bill.  To  say  otherwise  is  simply  drawing  a  red- 
herring  across  the  scent.  Wo  have  every  desire 
that  this  Bill  shall  be  carried.  It  is  our  Bill,  and 
not  their  Bill.  The  Bill  was  in  print  last  year, 
and  was  intended  to  come  into  operation  at  the 
termination  of  last  session  of  Assembly.  That  is 
now  a  mere  clerical  error,  which  will  be  remedied 
in  Committee.  Our  object  in  supporting  the  ad- 
journment is  to  compel  the  Government  to  accept 
our  challenge.  I  consider  that  a  most  unconstitu- 
tional position  has  been  taken  up  in  connection 
with  the  notice  of  motion  I  gave  to-day,  repre- 
senting, as  I  believe  I  do,  a  majority  of  this 
House.  To  shirk  that  question  now  is  unworthy 
of  tho  occupants  of  those  benches.  I  hope  honor- 
able members  will  not  be  led  away  by  the  childish 
eharges  that  we  are  attempting  to  oppose  or  burke 
this  Bill.  Nothing  of  the  sort.  Wo  are  deter- 
mined this  Bill  shall  be  carried  through ;  and  we 
are  also  determined  that  our  challenge  shall  be 
accepted  in  a  clear,  constitutional  way. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  Before  the  question  is  put,  I 
wish  to  add  one  word  to  the  debate.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  asked 
us  to  observe  some  constitutional  rule,  some  con- 
stitutional practice.  That  is  exactly  what  we 
ask  this  House  to  do,  and  we  shall  be  able  to 
show,  at  the  proper  time,  that  constitutional  rule 
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and  constitutional  practice  aire  entirely  against  the 
course  the  honorable  gentleman  is  now  adopting. 
There  is  nothing  more  clear,  nothing  more  defi- 
nite, and  nothing  more  fully  established,  than 
that  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  are  entitled  to  a 
fair  hearing  and  a  fair  trial.  What  is  it  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  seeks  to  do  ?  He  asks  this 
House  to  condemn  us.  For  what?  Is  it  for 
defects  of  administration  ?  We  hare  not  had  an 
opportunity  jet  of  doing  anything.  Is  it  for  our 
policy  ?  He  wants  to  deprive  us  of  the  opportunity 
of  showing  what  our  policy  is.  There  is  nothing 
more  absolutely  dear  in  parliamentary  or  consti- 
tutional rules  than  the  practice  which  that  great 
Assembly  which  should  be  our  model  distinctly 
lays  down — tliat  erery  newly-appointed  Gorern- 
ment  hare  a  right  to  lay  their  policy  before  the 
country,  unless  they  are  grossly  imfit,  by  their 
antecedents  or  incapacity,  to  be  trusted  with 
any  confidence  whaterer.  I  trust  no  honorable 
gentleman  will  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  of  us.  I 
say,  barring  that,  we  are  entitled,  and  the  coun- 
try is  entitled,  to  "what  we  now  ask  for.  We 
do  not  care  personally — I,  personally,  do  not  care 
two  straws — when  we  leave  these  seats ;  but  the 
country  has  a  fair  right  to  ask,  and  the  country 
will  ask,  that  those  gentlemen  who  have  been 
honored  with  the  confidence  of  His  Excellency, 
and  appointed  the  representatives  of  the  Crown  in 
this  House,  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  putting 
before  the  country  the  measures  they  believe  to 
be  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  country.  As 
soon  as  we  have  done  that,  if  we  cannot  con- 
tinue on  these  seats  by  the  confidence  of  the 
House,  we  shall  be  quite  content  to  leave  them. 
I  say  it  is  utterly  unreasonable  that  we  should 
be  limited  to  Tuesday  next,  as  that  is  a  space 
of  time  altogether  insufficient.  Ordinary  cour- 
tesy should  compel  honorable  gentlemen  to  accept 
the  statement  that  that  time  is  altogether  insuf- 
ficient to  enable  us  to  come  down  to  the  House 
with  a  statement  of  our  policy.  The  country 
will  require  that  we  shall  do  so.  The  country 
cares  nothing  whether  Mr.  A.  or  Mr.  B.  sits  on 
these  benches.  The  country  wants  the  best 
Government  it  can  get;  and  the  country  will 
condemn  any  improper  obstruction.  If  honor- 
able gentlemen  opposite  insist  on  our  immediate 
removal  because  they  have  converted  one  honor- 
able member  who  last  week  voted  one  way,  and 
have  persuaded  him  to  vote  in  a  contrary  direc- 
tion, the  country  will  condemn  it.  The  country 
will  condemn  any  proceediog  by  which  members 
placed  on  these  seats  ai*e  to  be  hunted  out  of 
office  before  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  to  the  country  and  telling  the  country 
what  measures  they  believe  should  be  brought 
forward.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  harsh, 
but  I  say,  from  the  insight  which  we  have  had 
into  the  offices,  we  ask  this  House  to  give  us  an 
opportunity  of  going  further  into  matters.  I 
ask  honorable  gentlemen  to  do  themselves  this 
justice,  and  not  to  deny  us  the  opportunity  of 
going  further,  and  ascertaining  that  which  we 
believe  should  be  ascertained.  If  they  approve 
of  this  motion  at  such  a  time  as  this,  they  will 
deprive  us  of  that  opportunity,  and  I  say  that 
the  House  and  the  country  will  not  approve  of 
Mr,  SaU 


their  action.  My  answer  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  asked  whether  we  would  not  give  pre- 
cedence to  his  motion  on  Tuesday  is  this:  We 
will  not  give  precedence  to  his  motion  on  Tues- 
day ;  we  will  go  on  with  the  business  as  soon  as 
we  have  an  opportunity  of  finding  out  what  the 
state  of  the  offices  is. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — ^When? 

Mr.  HALL. — I  cannot  exactly  tell  you.  Those 
honorable  gentlemen  can  tell  better  than  we  can 
when.  The  further  we  go  the  further  we  may  have 
to  go.  As  soon  as  we  have  had  that  fair  oppor- 
tunity which  we  ask,  then  we  will  give  precedence 
to  the  honorable  gentleman's  motion :  we  will 
then  not  shrink  for  one  moment  from  any  resolu- 
tion which  may  test  the  confidence  of  this  House 
— we  will  then  give  honorable  gentlemen  eveiy 
facility  for  doing  that.  If  the  House  will  not 
give  us  its  confidence,  we  shall  then  leave  these 
seats  ;  we  shall  not  take  three  days  to  consider 
whether  we  shall  resign  or  not.  With  regard 
to  the  particular  motion  itself  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  I  am  afndd  that  we 
have  wandered  somewhat  from  it.  What  would 
honorable  members  opposite  gain  by  carry- 
ing the  adjournment,  and  postponing  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill, 
which  some  members  of  the  late  Government  say 
is  their  Bill,  and  which  others  say  is  not  their 
Bill  at  all  ?  Should  this  particular  Bill  be  post- 
poned, what  would  they  gain  ?  Do  they  think 
they  would  force  us  into  doing  what  they  want  ? 
Certainly  not;  we  would  go  on  precisely  the 
same.  Supposing  they  carry  their  motion  by  a 
chance  majority  in  the  absence  of  some  of  our 
supporters,  they  cannot  force  us  to  give  pre- 
cedence to  the  want-of-confidence  motion.  This 
Bill,  which  the  people  have  asked  for,  and  which 
honorable  members  have  been  asked  to  pass, 
would  indeed  be  postponed  for  an  indefinite 
period.  On  that  ground  alone  I  appeal  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
It  can  do  no  good,  and  if  carried  it  may  do  a 
great  deal  of  harm. 

Mr.  MOSS.— After  what  has  fallen  from  ihe 
Premier,  I  do  not  see  how  he  can  consistently 
object  to  the  adjournment  of  the  House  in  order 
that  the  motion  brought  forward  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  may  be  con- 
sidered. The  honorable  member  says  he  has 
taken  up  a  purely  constitutional  ground,  and  also 
that  he  asks  for  that  which  a  Ministry  recently 
appointed  ^as  alwajs  a  right  to  receive  from 
the  House.  I  find  in  Todd's  "  Parliamentaiy 
Practice,"  page  418,  "It  has  never  been  the 
usage  in  England  for  any  Government,  upon 
acceding  to  office,  to  make  use  of  its  power  and 
influence  in  Parliament  to  bring  under  inves- 
tigation the  acts  of  ite  predecessors."  That  ia 
exactly  the  opportunity  which  the  Ministry  tell 
us  they  desire  to  have,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that 
on  this  side  of  the  House  we  are  perfectly  willine 
they  should  have  the  opportunity.  They  will 
remain  in  office  long  enough  to  ransack  every 
pigeon-hole,  and  to  get  all  possible  information 
they  desire.  When  they  have  got  it  they  will  not 
be  able  to  use  it  so  long  as  they  remain  on  tboee 
benches.    They  are  debarred,  aooordiog  to  the 
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oonstitutional  usage  and  practice  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  to  which  I  have  referred,  from  bring- 
ing under  inTestigation  the  acts  of  their  pre- 
decessors BO  long  as  thej  remain  in  office.  But  if 
they  are  relegated  to  the  other  side  of  the  House  we 
shall  hare  the  benefit  of  the  information  acquired. 
That  is  wliat  I  take  to  be  tho  constitutional  view 
of  the  position.  As  to  its  being  unfair  and  con- 
trary to  usage  to  attack  the  Govemmenty  I  admit 
that,  as  far  as  mj  reading  enables  me  to  judge, 
it  is  Tory  unusual  in  the  Imperial  Parliament  to 
bring  down  a  Tote  of  want  of  confidence  in  Minis- 
ters until  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  laying 
their  policy  before  the  country.  But  it  is  dis- 
tinctly laid  down  that  this  is  only  done  out  of 
respect  to  the  Sovereign,  by  whom  they  are  in 
England  directly  appointed.  I  do  not  think 
the  same  rule  applies  here.  We  might  as  well 
claim  for  the  Legislative  Council  of  New  Zealand 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Peers  at  Home. 
I  object  to  the  introduction  of  English  precedents 
to  guide  us,  when  we  are  asked  to  take  the  letter 
of  those  precedents,  and  not  look  into  the  spirit 
of  them.  As  to  the  other  reason  alleged  by  the 
Hon.  the  Premier  why  a  vote  of  want  of  con- 
fidence should  not  be  considered  at  present,  I 
have  fairly  shown  that,  if  they  did  think  fit 
to  constitute  themselves  a  detective  Ministry, 
neither  the  Hou90  nor  the  country  can  derive 
the  slightest  benefit  from  their  researches  in  the 
pigeon-holes,  or  from  the  great  discoveries  they 
are  going  to  make,  so  long  as  they  remain  in  their 
present  position.  No  one  is  more  desirous  than  I 
am  to  see  the  Triennial  Parhaments  Bill  become 
law,  and  I  would  op'pose  any  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment if  I  thought  it  would  interfere  with  the  pass- 
ing of  that  measure ;  but  I  am  sure  that  unless 
the  Government  that  sits  on  those  benches  abso- 
lutely commands  the  confidence  of  this  House  it 
will  bo  impossible  that  any  business  can  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  They  may  make  a  little  rush,  and 
possibly  they  may  succeed  in  carrying  the  second 
reading  of  a  Bill,  but  obstacles  will  arise,  and  the 
Gt>vemment  will  find  themselves  in  a  minority, 
and  be  unable  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
country.  I  do  hope  the  Government  will  not 
depart  from  the  constitutional  usage,  but,  after 
having  taken  ample  time  to  ransack  the  pigeon- 
holes, will  allow  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  to  be  brought  for- 
ward. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  gave  as  one  of  his  statements  of 
fact  that  he  had  not  opposed  the  passing  of  a 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill.  I  refer  him  to  Vol. 
XIX.  of  Hantard,  1875,  page  36,  When  the 
Bill  was  last  introduced  by  Mr.  Eeynolds,  he  will 
find  by  the  division  list  Mr.  Macandrew  voting 
against  it.  Sir  Ckorge  Grey  voting  against  it,  and 
Mr.  Sheehan  voting  against  it.  He  will  find  Mr. 
Bryce  and  myself  voting  for  it. 

Mr.  MACANDEEW.  — That  is  four  or  five 
years  ago. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— The  honorable  gentleman 
opposite  has  given  us  an  extraordinary  instance 
of  his  own  inconsistency.  In  1878  he  voted 
against  the  Bill.    That  is  a  later  date,  but  the 


honorable  gentleman  has  forgotten  it.  His 
memory  goes  beyond  that  date.  The  honorable 
member  for  Selwyn  asks  for  fair-play  ;  but  there 
should  be  reciprocity  in  these  matters.  We  com- 
plain that  the  honorable  member  has  dealt  un- 
fairly with  this  House,  after  obtaining  a  bare 
majority  on  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  against 
the  late  Ministry.  By  the  wording  of  that  reso- 
lution, it  was  the  understanding  of  all  honorable 
members  that  he  would  reconstruct  a  Ministry 
that  would  have  the  confidence  of  this  House. 
After  he  had  succeeded  in  getting  that  majority 
on  this  understanding,  he  forgot  the  understand- 
ing, and  he  has  selected  himself  and  his  colleagues 
on  those  benches  from  one  party  in  the  House. 
Therefore  the  question  is.  Has  he  the  confidence 
of  the  majority  of  this  House  or  not  ?  That  ques- 
tion ought  to  be  tried  before  any  public  business 
is  proceeded  with.  We  argue  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Kgmont  argued  in  1877,  when  the 
late  Premier  first  assumed  office.  The  honorable 
gentleman  immediately  tabled  a  want-of-con- 
fidenco  motion,  although  there  had  been  a  ma- 
jority of  three  or  four  against  his  own  Ministry. 
His  argument  was.  We  say  that  you  have  not 
the  confidence  of  the  majority  of  this  House,  and 
it  is  unconstitutional,  improper,  and  unseemly 
that  a  Government  should  be  sitting  on  those 
benches  which  is  actually  in  a  minority  in  this 
House.  The  question  to  be  decided  is.  Does 
that  state  of  things  exist  now  or  not  ?  As  soon 
as  it  has  been  decided  that  it  does  not,  it  will 
bo  quite  right  for  honorable  members  to  go  on 
with  the  public  business ;  and  we  on  this  side 
of  the  House — at  any  rate  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned— will  be  willing  to  give  them  every  as- 
sistance in  carrying  on  our  measures.  But,  until 
that  has  been  decided,  it  is  not  a  question  of  the 
merits  of  this  Bill  or  that  Bill ;  it  is  the  great 
constitutional  question  of  whether  a  Government 
should  sit  on  those  benches  which  does  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  a  majority  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people.  The  honorable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  said  that  our  Bills  were  in  disorder,  and 
that  we  had  brought  nothing  before  the  House. 
Now,  what  chance  had  we  during  the  last  two 
sessions  of  bringing  measures  before  the  House, 
except,  perhaps,  for  a  little  time  last  session? 
Directly  the  Governor's  Speech  was  delivered,  and 
the  Address  in  Reply  was  proposed,  we  were  met 
by  an  amendment  of  want  of  confidence.  But 
look  at  the  Bills  called  "  dropped  Bills,"  which 
include  Government  Bills  among  others,  that 
were  brought  in  during  the  first  session  in  1879 
— two  months  ago!  Look  at  these  Bills  which 
were  brought  before  the  House,  and  which  were 
at  Iea«t  in  such  order  that  they  could  be  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House.  There  are  the  Bribery 
Bill,  the  Chinese  Immigrants  Bill,  the  Electoral 
Bill 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Electoral  Bill? 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— Yes ;  it  is  here  on  the  list 
of  dropped  Bills — Bills  which  had  been  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House.  They  have  got  the  im- 
print of  the  Ministers  who  brought  them  in,  and 
are  part  of  the  records  of  the  House.  They  had 
been  circulated 

Major    ATKINSON.  — WiU    the    honorable 
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gentleman  gire  the  names  of  the  authors  of  the 
Bills  which  the  late  Government  proposed  to  in- 
troduce this  session,  and  saj  that  thej  were  dis- 
tributed? 

Mr.  G-ISBOBUTE.— I  am  talking  of  last  ses- 
sion. The  honorable  gentleman  said  we  had  got 
no  Bills  ready  to  carry  out  our  policy.  I  say 
that  laet  session  we  introduced  and  luid  on  the 
table  several  political  Bills,  and  I  am  now  enu- 
merating them.  There  are  the  Bribery  Bill,  the 
Chinese  Immigrants  Bill,  the  Electoral  Bill,  the 
Land  Act  Amendment  Bill,  the  Plurality  of  Votes 
Bill,  and  the  RepresenUtion  Bill.  These  were 
part  of  our  political  programme,  and  they  were 
all  laid  before  the  House  last  e?s3ion.  We 
should  hare  been  prepared,  if  wc  had  had  an 
opportunity,  t#  lay  the  Bills — and,  of  course,  in 
some  instances,  rerised  Bills  on  the  same  sub- 
jects— before  the  House.  But  we  never  had  that 
opportunity,  and  the  honorable  member  has  no 
right  to  bring  it  as  a  charge  against  us  that  we 
have  not  brought  forward  Bills  this  session,  when 
the  first  thing  that  was  done  by  his  honomble 
friend  was  to  meet  us  with  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence.  I  hope  the  majority  in  this  House 
will  not  be  misled  by  all  these  appeals  which  hare 
been  made,  or  at  all  influenced  by  the  terrorism 
•which  is  attempted  to  be  exercised  over  them 
when  they  are  told  that  the  constituencies  of  the 
country  will  object  to  the  public  bu^ine?s  not 
being  proceeded  with.  The  simple  question — 
and  it  is  a  question  which  the  pejple  in  any  free 
country  will  appreciate — is  this :  Is  a  Ministry 
to  govern  this  country  which  does  not  [losse-^s  the 
confidence  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  ? 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— Sir,  I  think  the  House 
should  clearly  understand  what  the  rote  really  is. 
The  vote,  as  I  take  it,  will  be  a  vote  of  confidence 
or  no  confidence  in  the  Government.  That  is 
clearly  the  issue.  It  is,  whether  this  House  has 
confidence  in  the  Government.  In  no  other  form 
can  we  bring  the  motion  on.  The  Premier  has 
assured  us  to-day  emphatically  that  we  are  not 
to  be  allowed  to  bring  on  a  motion  of  want  of 
confidence — that  the  Government  will  purposely 
keep  such  a  motion  back.  Well,  the  shortest  way 
to  arrive  at  a  vole  on  that  question  is  to  tnke 
it  on  this  motion.  The  whole  debate  has  been 
whether  this  House  has  confidence  in  the  Go- 
vernment or  not.  The  speeches  of  the  Treasurer 
and  the  Premier  were  speeehes  on  behalf  of  the 
Government.  They  have  not  been  attacked,  and 
I  do  not  cnro  to  attack  them  now  j  but  the  roto 
emphatically  will  bo  as  to  whether  this  House 
has  confidence  in  the  Government  or  not.  We 
have  been  told  that  it  is  constitutional  for  the 
Gov  eminent  to  pay  no  attention  to  a  notice  of 
motion  such  as  has  been  given  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers,  Now,  the  precedents 
that  have  been  quoted  are  from  tbo«e  old  times 
when  the  Crown  exercised  a  high  prerogatire — 
when  Ministers  were  kept  in  power  against  the 
popular  will  by  the  influence  of  tho  Crown  ;  and 
I  do  not  think  that  they  are  applicable  to  our 
times.  I  am  quite  sure  tiiat  the  spirit  of  the 
people  of  this  country  will  allow  no  exercise  of 
that  high  prerogative,  in  the  highest  estate  of 
these  realms,  to  keep  in  ofllce  a  Ministry  not  pos- 
Major  Atkinson 


sessing  the  confidence  of  this  House.  I  only 
rose  to  point  out  what  the  real  issue  is  on  this 
vote.  We  can  allow  for  absent  men ;  and  there 
will  be  no  accusation  against  our  side  of  a  mere 
wish  to  catch  an  opportunity,  one  or  two  mem- 
bers being  absent.  Allowances  can  be  made  for 
that.  I  think  that,  as  the  Government  will  not 
allow  an  opportunity  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers,  we  may  very  well  take  the 
vote  to-day  on  this  motion.  I  think  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  has  a  right  to  ask  his  sup- 
porters to  vote  for  the  postponement  of  this  Bill 
until  Tuesday  or  Wednesday.  After  the  motion 
for  the  postponement  is  carried,  it  will  then  be 
for  honorable  members  to  fix  the  date  to  which 
it  shall  be  postponed.  There  will  be  no  shelving 
the  Bill  at  all.  That  is  no  question  before  us 
now;  it  is  merely  as  to  whether  this  Bill  shall 
be  read  a  second  time  now  or  on  Wednesday 
next.  I  do  think  that  we  are  entitled  to  meet 
tho  Government  on  their  own  ground,  and  to 
credit  their  statement.  They  have  said  that  tho 
policy  of  the  late  GoTemraent  is  their  policy.  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  credit  them  in  that  re- 
spect, and  therefore  to  negative  the  request  they 
make  to  us  now  to  have  time  to  bring  forward 
another  policy.  We  on  our  side  are  quite  satis- 
fied with  t  he  late  Government's  policy.  The  honor- 
able gentlemen  have  told  us  it  is  their  policy. 
Very  well,  we  accept  it.  Why  should  they  fabri- 
cate another  policy  ?  I  do  not  know  that  any- 
thing need  be  said  at  all  as  to  the  appeals  which 
have  been  made  to  independent  members  to  give 
them  a  trial.  I  would  say  this  to  honorable 
m«^niber:*  who  have  not  been  previously  in  this 
House :  that  perhaps  the  explanation  why  we  do 
not  attach  60  much  importance  to  these  appeals 
as  they  may  feel  inclined  to  do  is  that  we  have 
borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day;  we 
have  been  in  all  these  conflicts ;  we  have  never 
had  quarter  given  to  us ;  and  it  is  a  strange  thing 
to  us  that  appeals — piteous  appeals — should  be 
nindo  to  us,  who  have  never  received  quarter, 
to  give  unusual  quarter  to  our  adversaries.  We 
also  fight  fairly  and  straightforwardly  —  that 
has  been  the  rule  in  this  House  —  using  the 
political  weapons  that  are  available;  and  the 
honorable  gentlemen,  especially  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont,  have  no  right  to  complain. 
Last  year,  as  has  been  said,  the  late  Government 
were  never  allowed  to  make  a  single  administra- 
tive statement  to  the  House.  For  two  sessions 
they  have  never  been  allowed  to  make  a  state- 
ment about  adminislrotJon.  And,  really,  in  the 
face  of  such  facts,  for  the  honorable  members — 
the  old  political  men  who  are  sitting  on  thoso 
benches — to  ask  us  piteously  to  give  them  time 
and  to  beg  for  quarter  is  a  very  strange  thing. 
I  do  not  see  why  we  should  not  divide  at  once, 
and  take  a  decision  on  this  motion  as  being  the 
opinion  of  the  House.  I  am  quite  sure  this 
House  is  not  prepared,  on  behalf  of  the  country, 
to  allow  any  recurrence  to  those  old  days  of  high 
prerogative  when  a  Government  had  to  be  kept 
in  power  aj^ainst  the  will  of  the  majority  in  Par- 
liament. I  hope  we  shall  hear  no  more  hints, 
by  the  precedents  which  the  Premier  has  given 
us,  that  such  a  st^te  of  things  is  likely  to  come 
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about.  I  am  qnite  sure  it  will  not  be  tolerated 
in  our  days,  when  responsible  government  has 
reached  to  the  extent  it  has  in  the  colonies,  where 
no  Toice  is  known  but  the  Toice  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, beinji;  the  voice  of  the  majority  in  the 
Bepresentative  Chamber. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  — The  last  speaker  has 
made  a  itatemeiit  which  I  am  quito  sure  the 
House  will  not  be  prepared  to  accept.  He  asks 
the  Q-ovemment  to  take  the  decision  of  the  House 
in  respect  to  one  matter  as  the  decision  of  the 
House  in  respect  to  another.  He  asks  the  House, 
in  voting  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  to 
say  that  it  has  no  confidence  in  the  Government. 
If  the  Opposition  are  reduced  to  such  a  strait  that 
they  have  to  take  the  division  on  the  question  of  the 
adjournment  of  a  debate  as  indicative  of  the  deci- 
sion of  the  House  on  a  matter  of  such  importance 
as  that  of  which  notice  has  been  given  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  I  am  very 
■orry  for  them.  I  do  not  wish  here  to  go  at 
length  into  recriminations  with  regard  to  the 
past-,  but  I  think  there  are  two  or  three  things  in 
the  present  debate  that  it  is  necesBary  to  notice. 
We  heard,  for  the  first  time  in  this  debate,  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  is  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  It  occurred  to  me 
then,  as  it  would  to  honorable  members  all  round 
the  House,  what  a  strange  position  politics  have 
got  into.  I  was  going  to  use  a  word  stronger 
than  "strange."  Our  whole  parliamentary  sys- 
tem has  been  degraded  and  degenerated  by  tlio 
course  taken  by  the  late  Gk)vernnient  during  the 
lafet  two  years.  We  are  suddenly  informed  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  is  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  Well,  Sir,  what  has 
this  party  been  for  the  last  two  years  ?  Has  it 
come  to  this — what  we  have  heard  all  round  the 
country — that  members  were  returned  on  what 
has  been  called  the  "  Grey  ticket" — that  mem- 
bers paraded  the  name  of  an  honorable  gentleutan 
who  has  occupied  prominent  positions,  and  is  re- 
spected very  much  in  other  countries  as  well  as  in 
New  Zealand — that  his  name  was  paraded,  his 
flag  raised,  and  then  the  members  who  have  come 
in  under  the  shadow  of  his  wing  are  to  ignore 
him,  are  to  set  him  on  one  side,  and  to  appeal  to 
•entences  they  have  inserted  in  addresses — saving 
clauses  which  will  enable  them  now  to  set  aside 
their  leader?  Such  political  perfidy,  whatever  may 
be  the  result  of  it  in  this  House,  will  be  deemed 
by  the  country  to  be  an  insult.  The  argument 
baa  been  raised  in  this  House  that  honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  the  House  have  held  difierent 
opinions  on  the  question  of  this  Bill.  Now,  1  am 
one  of  those  members  who  have  held  a  different 
opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  this  Bill.  The 
fact  is,  that  the  question  of  triennial  Parliaments 
is  a  question  of  aegree.  It  is  a  question  of  what 
time  is  most  expedient  for  the  duration  of  a  Par- 
liament. It  is  not  a  question  of  principle  at  all. 
I  have  held  in  the  past  that  the  adoption  of  trien- 
nial Parliaments  would  lead  to  throwing  the  con- 
trol of  the  elections  into  the  hands  of  men  of 
wealth  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  now  the  case  ; 
and  on  that  ground  I  have  always  felt  that  this 
measure  was  of  very  doubtful  expediency.  My 
opinion  haa  changed  with  regard  to  it,  partly  be- 


cause I  am  satisfied  that  the  country  is  intent 
upon  testing  the  merits  of  this  measure,  and 
partly  because  I  recognize  that  a  great  difficulty 
has  arisen  in  our  Constitution  in  respect  to 
dissolutions  of  Parliament.  A  great  difficulty 
arises  in  these  colonies  in  connection  with  the 
dissolutions  of  Parliament,  because  our  system 
of  fiuauce  difiers  from  that  of  the  Old  Coun- 
try. In  the  Old  Country  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  with  regard  to  dissolutions  can  be  un- 
conditionally exercised  in  respect  to  the  grant- 
ing of  supplies,  because  a  year's  supplies  are 
given  in  advance,  and  an  appeal  to  the  country 
can  be  granted  by  the  Crown  without  interfering, 
as  is  liable  to  be  the  case  here,  with  public  pay- 
ments and  the  public  convenience  throughout  the 
country.  But  here  our  finance  is  not  the  same, 
and  the  Crown  is  not  able  to  give  unconditional 
dissolutions  without  to  some  extent  imperilling 
the  interests  of  the  people  at  large.  I  think  that 
this  question  of  trienmal  Parliaments  comes  to 
this :  that  it  diminishes  any  necessity  which  is 
likely  to  arise  for  the  granting  of  dissolutions ;  and 
for  that  reason  I  think  the  Bill  is  one  whicli 
should  be  supported,  and  which  I  must  myself 
support.  Beverting  again  to  the  question  of 
differences  of  opinion  between  members  of  the 
Government,  I  should  like  to  say  that  there  are 
members  on  these  benches  who  haye  held  dif- 
ferent opinions  from  mine ;  but  while  we  are  here 
we  shall  always  express  one  opinion  and  one 
policy,  and  we  are  not  going  to  vote  in  different 
lobbies  on  subjects  that  come  before  the  House. 
So  long  as  we  are  on  the  Government  benches,  we 
arc  going  to  represent  the  united  opinion  and 


I  policy  which  wc  are  prepared  to  support;  or  we 
leave  these  seats.  Ihe  honorable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  said  wo  were  taking  up  the  policy  of 
the  late  Government,  and  that,  as  the  policy  of 
the  late  Government  was  well  known,  we  are  not 
entitled  to  say  that  our  policy  is  not  before  the 
country.  I  say  it  is  perfectly  ridiculous  to  make 
the  statement  that  the  policy  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment in  these  two  or  three  measui*es  is  the  entire 
policy  of  the  present  Government.  We  have  got 
measures  to  bring  down — and  will  bring  them 
down — which  are  considerably  in  advance  of  the 
measures  of  the  late  Government,  and  some  of 
them  are  of  more  practical,  immediate  interest  for 
the  wants  of  the  countiy  than  any  proposed  by 
(lie  late  Government.  We  do  not  ask  for  quarter. 
We  want  no  quarter.  We  will  oul^  maintain  our 
positions  so  long  as  wo  can  do  it  with  honor 
and  pride.  We  have  a  duty  here  as  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  ;  we  have  a  duty  here  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people ;  we  have  a  duly  here 
to  ourselves  and  to  the  country;  and  we  will 
maintain  our  positions  here  until  such  time  as  we 
hare  performed  that  duty.  The  House  may  rely 
upon  that.  I  speak  with  all  due  respect  to  the 
House,  and  nobody  will  yield  more  cheerfully 
than  I  will  to  the  decision  of  the  House  when  the 
proper  time  has  come.  There  will  be  no  shirking 
a  want-of-confidence  motion  when  we  have  done 
our  duty  to  the  Crown,  to  the  people,  to  our- 
selves, and  to  the  House.  There  need  be  no  mis- 
take about  it.  We  will  not  accept  a  motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  as  a  decision  upon 
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the  qnestion  as  to  whether  His  Excellency's 
Ministers  hare  the  confidence  of  the  House.  A 
more  ridiculous  proposal  was  neyer  made. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— The  adjournment  of  the 
debate  upon  a  GK)Temment  Bill.  I  did  not  say 
"  adjournment  of  the  House." 

Mr.  KELLT. — I  had  not  intended  to  speak 
upon  this  occasion,  and  should  not  hare  done  so 
had  it  not  been  for  a  few  remarks  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Mount  Ida.  He  is  a  gentleman 
whom  I  always  like  to  listen  to,  because  he  gene- 
rally speaks  fair,  and  what  he  says  is  mostly 
worth  listening  to ;  but  on  this  occasion  I  think 
he  has  fallen  into  an  error.  He  said  that  the  late 
Gbvemment  never  asked  for  quarter. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— Neyer  got  it 

Mr.  KELLY.— That  is  a  very  different  thing. 
But  I  know  they  did  ask  for  quarter,  and  that 
they  got  it,  because  I  was  one  of  those  who 
gave  it  to  them  in  1877.  Honorable  members 
who  were  in  the  House  on  that  occasion  will  re- 
member this :  that  when  the  Atkinson  Govern- 
ment were  turned  out  of  office  by  a  majority  of 
three — I  support^  the  Atkinson  Oovemment, 
and  formed  one  of  the  minority — and  when  the 
Orey  Government  came  in,  a  vote  of  want  of  con- 
fidence was  tabled  at  once.  It  was  then  said  by 
the  members  and  supporters  of  the  Grey  Govern- 
ment that  it  was  unfair  to  table  a  want-of- 
confidence  motion  until  the  Government  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  stating  their  policy  to  the 
House.  That  was  asking  quarter;  and  quarter 
was  then  given.  No  member  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment or  its  supporters  will  deny  that  they  then 
contended  it  was  unfair  to  table  a  want*of-confi- 
dence  motion  until  the  Goremment  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  their  Financial  and  Public 
Works  Statements.  And  what  was  the  result? 
The  appeal  made  to  the  House  was  responded  to, 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds — not  at  that  time 
honorable  j  he  was  a  member  of  this  House  then — 
myself,  and  others  considered  the  motion  rather 
premature,  and  that  the  forbearance  claimed  by 
the  Grey  Ministry  should  be  given.  Therefore, 
when  the  House  came  to  consider  the  matter,  it 
was  resolved  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  de- 
veloping their  policy  before  the  adverse  vote  was 
carried.  That  altogether  refutes  the  statement 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida — 
that  quarter  was  neither  asked  nor  obtained  by 
the  Grey  Government.  Quarter  was  asked  for 
by  that  6K)vernment,  and  the  House  acceded  to 
the  request.  When  the  want-of-confidence  mo- 
tion came  on,  an  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Reynolds  to  the  effect  that,  as  they  had  had  no 
opportunity  of  submitting  their  policy  to  the 
House  and  country,  the  motion  would  be  prema- 
ture, and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  passed.  The 
result  was  that  the  House  divided  on  the  ques- 
tion. There  was  a  tie,  and  the  Speaker  ga?e  his 
casting  vote  in  favour  of  the  Government.  If  the 
members  of  the  late  Government  will  recollect  what 
occurred  on  that  occasion,  and  will  apply  to  them- 
selves the  same  rule  which  the  House  applied  on 
that  occasion,  they  will  see  that  it  would  be  only 
fair  to  give  the  present  Government  a  chance.  I 
shall  take  up  the  same  position  now  a«  then.  I 
Mr.  RolleMton 


was  a  supporter  of  the  Atkinson  Gk)vemment,  but 
I  considered  that,  until  the  new  Government  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  their 
policy,  and  of  stating  what  were  their  measures, 
it  was  unjust  to  vote  against  them.  Upon  that 
principle  I  and  other  gentlemen  acted  ;  and,  if 
that  was  the  right  course  in  the  year  1877,  surely 
it  is  the  right  course  to  pursue  now.  The  ques- 
tion now  before  the  House  is  simply  whether  the 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill  shall  be  read  a  second 
time,  or  whether  the  debate  shall  be  adjourned. 
But  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  wants 
to  hate  the  matter  placed  on  such  a  footing  that,  if 
the  House  is  pleased  to  adjourn  the  debate,  that 
decitiion  is  to  be  accepted  as  expressiye  of  want 
of  confidence  in  the  Government.  That  is  most 
unfair.  I  never  heard  a  more  nonsensical  state- 
ment in  my  life.  I  think  the  proper  course  is  to 
do  as  was  done  on  the  occasion  to  which  I  have 
referred  —  give  the  Government  ample  time  to 
bring  forward  their  financial  policy  and  their 
public  works  policy.  That  was  what  was  done 
in  1872.  In  proof  of  that,  I  need  only  appeal 
to  the  speech  of  a  strong  supporter  of  the  late 
Gt)vernment,  Mr.  Rees.  Referring  to  the  course 
pursued  by  Mr.  Vogel,  when  the  Fox-Vogel  Minis- 
try was  defeated  by  Mr.  Stafford  in  1872,  Mr. 
Rees  said, — 

"  Mr.  Stafford's  vote  of  want  of  confidence  was 
carried  on  the  5th  September,  and  he  was  sworn 
in  on  the  10th  September.  The  House  went  into 
Committee  of  Supply,  and  Mr.  Gillies  moved  the 
old  estimates,  on  the  23rd  September — thirteen 
days  after  the  Ministir  was  sworn  in.  No  Fi- 
nancial Statement  had  been  made,  and  it  was  not 
made  until  four  days  after  going  into  Committee 
of  Supply.  The  Public  Wor&  Statement  was 
made  on  the  2nd  October ;  and  then,  when  the 
Financial  Statement  and  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment were  fully  before  the  country,  Mr.  Vogel 
moved  his  waut-of-confidence  motion  on  the  4th 
October." 

This  gave  Mr.  Stafford's  Gt)vernment  twenty- 
four  clear  days,  after  being  sworn  in,  to  declare 
their  policy,  while  the  present  Government  is 
attacked  by  a  want-of-confidence  motion  on  the 
very  day  they  take  office.  Such  a  course  is 
simply  monstrous,  and  quite  opposed  to  all  con- 
stitutional practice.  The  proper  course  is  to 
give  the  Gt)vernment  ample  time  to  bring  down 
their  Financial  Statement  and  their  Public 
Works  Statement,  and  then  tackle  them  on  the 
question  of  want  of  confidence.  If  the  Opposi- 
tion wish  to  give  the  Government  fair-play,  and 
wish  to  show  the  country  that  they  do  so,  let 
them  give  the  Government  time  to  bring  down 
their  financial  policy,  their  public  works  policy,  and 
their  Native  policy  ;  and,  in  order  to  do  that,  let 
them  withdraw  the  present  motion.  It  may  be 
thought  by  members  residing  in  the  South  Island 
that  the  disturbances  on  the  West  Coast  are  of 
trifiing  importance,  but  I  will  tell  them,  as  a 
resident  in  the  North  Island  of  twenty-two  years, 
and  having  several  times  had  to  move  from  conn- 
try  into  town  owing  to  the  danger  arising  from 
Native  disturbances,  that  this  Native  question 
affects  the  whole  colony.  It  does  not  affect  the 
settlers  on  the  West  Coast  only,  slthoo^  it  is  a 
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matter  ^rhioh  meaiiB  ruin  to  them  unless  settled 
within  a  yerj  short  time. 

The  hour  of  half-past  fire  o'clock  haying  ar- 
rired,  Mr.  Spsaseb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BBSUHBD. 

Mr.  Sfeakbb  resumed  the  chair  at  half*past 
seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  KELLY.— When  the  House  adjourned,  I 
had  risen  to  replj  to  a  statement  made  hy  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  (Mr.  De  Lau- 
tour).  In  the  jear  1877,  the  members  of  the 
Grey  Government  received  quarter  at  the  hands 
of  members  of  this  House  who  had  hitherto 
supported  their  opponents ;  and  I  went  on  to 
argue  that  it  was  only  fair  that  the  same  line  of 
conduct  should  be  pursued  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. These  were  the  sentiments  that  guided 
my  oonduct  in  1877,  and  which  will  also  guide 
my  conduct  now.  I  think  it  very  desirable  that 
this  course  should  be  taken  now,  because  it  is 
very  evident  to  any  person  at  all  acquainted  with 
political  matters  that  no  Government  ought  to 
be  condemned  until  they  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  showing  the  House  and  the  colony  what 
their  policy  is  and  what  they  intend  to  do.  It 
would  be  a  waste  of  time  on  the  part  of  the 
Opposition  to  proceed  in  the  manner  they  are 
now  doing,  because  it  will  not  serve  the  purpose 
intended,  and  the  coimtry  will  be  disgusted  with 
them.  I  said  before  that  I  personally  desire  to 
know  what  is  the  financial  policy  of  the  present 
Gh>vemment,  also  what  tbeir  public  works  policy 
is,  what  their  Native  policy  is,  and  what  their  land 
policy  is.  As  yet  the^  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  showing  what  this  is.  If  that  opportunity  is 
afforded  Uiem,  and  the  policy  that  is  brought 
down,  especially  with  regard  to  Native  affairs 
and  land,  is  not  of  such  a  nature  as  would  be 
calculated  to  benefit  the  colony  and  those  who 
live  in  it,  they  will  not  find  me  a  supporter  of 
theirs.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  same  feeling 
is  entertained  by  many  honorable  members  of 
this  House;  and  is  it  to  be  thought  for  a  mo- 
ment that  I  am  to  be  caught  in  the  meshes 
of  the  Opposition,  unless  tbey  give  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  of  the  policy  which  the  pre- 
sent Government  intend  to  submit  to  the  House 
and  to  the  country?  I  think  it  is  the  most 
unwise  course  that  could  be  adopted.  Witli  re- 
gard to  Native  afiairs,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
question  is  not  only  attracting  attention  in  this 
Mouse,  but  also  in  England ;  and  it  is  no  use 
looking  it  over,  and  it  is  no  use  delaying  settle- 
ment of  it  any  longer.  The  sooner  the  thing  is 
met  iiurly  and  dealt  with  in  the  proper  way  the 
better,  not  only  for  the  interests  of  the  Natives, 
but  also  for  those  of  the  Europeans.  I  think  the 
interests  of  the  Natives  and  the  Europeans  are 
identicaL  What  is  the  position  of  affairs  at  present 
on  the  west  coast  of  this  Island  ?  We  find  that 
the  Natives,  under  the  infiuence  of  Te  Whiti — a 
fanatic,  but  a  very  dever  man,  although  I  ad- 
mit that  he  is  insane  on  any  religious  point — are 
in  actual  rebellion  against  the  GoFemment  of  the 
colony.  What  about  the  Europeans  ?  We  find 
them  in  a  state  of  great  alarm,  and  armed  almost 
to  a  man  in  consequenoe  of  these  Natives.    What 


has  the  late  Government  done  to  allay  the  state 
of  alarm  on  the  West  Coast — alarm  on  the  one 
side  of  the  Natives,  and  alarm  on  the  other  side 
on  the  part  of  the  European  inhabitants,  both 
the  Natives  and  the  Europeans  desiring  not  to 
have  war  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  travelling  beyond  the  question  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  KELLT. — I  am  one  who  is  a  friend  to 
the  Natives,  and  always  have  been.  I  have 
admired  their  manv  good  qualities,  and  their 
bravery  in  the  fiela;  and  I  am  desirous  that 
their  wants  should  be  attended  to,  and  that  the 
Europeans  on  their  side  should  not  be  kept  in 
a  state  of  alarm.  I  want  to  know  what  is  the 
policy  of  the  present  Government  as  regards  the 
Native  question  and  the  land  question  also.  The 
late  Government  were  two  years  in  office.  I 
helped  to  keep  them  in  office  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  what  their  policy  was,  and  I  was 
greatly  surprised  at  that  policy.  We  have  in 
Taranaki  very  good  land,  upon  which  persons  of 
small  capital  desiring  to  settle  were  enabled  to 
do  so  under  the  Act  of  1874.  In  1877  that  law 
was  entirely  altered  by  the  Government  in  power 
then,  and  now  in  opposition.  I  say,  with  respect 
to  the  policy  of  deferred  payments  which  is 
at  present  in  operation^  and  which  is  called 
the  great  Libersl  policy,  that  it  is  a  mockery,  a 
delusion,  and  a  snare.  The  sooner  such  a  system 
is  put  an  end  to,  the  better  for  the  people  of 
the  colony.  I  did  not  intend  to  speak  on  this 
question,  and  was  not  prepared  to  do  so;  but 
I  was  induced  to  address  the  House  by  the  re- 
marks which  were  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida.  In  conclusion,  I  simply  state 
this :  I  have  no  doubt  that  on  both  sides  there 
are  members  who  will  not  be  beguiled  by  these 
miserable  tactics  which  are  being  pursued  by  the 
Opposition.  I  will  appeal  to  those  gentlemen  to 
act  with  a  truly  independent  spirit,  to  judge 
for  themselves,  and  then  come  to  the  conclusion 
whether  it  is  for  the  interests  of  the  colony  that 
the  present  Government  should  not  have  a  fair 
trial. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS.— Sir,  I  did  not  intend 
nsing  to  speak  in  this  debate  until  quite  recently, 
because  I  thought  that  the  present  Opposition 
would  probably  reconsider  their  determination  to 
push  this  matter  to  a  division.  The  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  says  that  he  is  willing 
to  accept  the  decision  of  this  House  loyally. 
Well,  now,  I  say,  if  that  is  an  honest  expres- 
sion of  the  feeling  of  the  honorable  member,  he 
ought  to  accept  tlie  decision  of  this  House  given 
the  other  day.  That  was  not  a  deoision  come  to  in 
any  hurried  way,  in  the  absence  of  any  honorable 
members,  or  with  undue  precipitation.  Although 
that  division  was  carried  by  a  very  small  majority, 
we  must  consider  it  was  the  outcome  of  a  very 
lengthy  party  fight.  The  party  then  in  opposition 
had  been  previously  successful  by  a  very  large  ma- 
jority, and  the  Ghrey  party  had  gone  to  the  country 
on  the  question  as  to  whether  they  weie  right 
or  wrong.  I  need  not  point  out  how  the  Grey 
Government  managed  to  return  more  members 
to  this  House  than  I  ^ink  represent  the  real 
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opinion  of  the  countrj ;    I  need  not  go  into 
tueir  electioneering   now :    but   I    will    simply 
ask,  in  spite  of  all  that  was   done  —  whether 
rightly  done  or  wrongly  done ;  and  much  of  their 
electioneering  was  unconstitutional — yet,  Sir,  in 
spite  of  all  their  efforts,  what  was  the  result? 
We  came  back  again,  and,  according  to  constitu- 
tional usage,  the  matter  was  immediately  debated 
once  more,  and  there  was  a  majority  for  us  and 
against  them.     Now,  I  say  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers  ought  to  accept  that  decision 
loyally,  and  ought  not  to  waste  any  more  time  in 
debating  motions  of  want  of   confidence.     The 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan) 
referred  to  the  debate  of  last  year,  and  he  said 
that,  while  they  then  met  the  first  no-confidence 
motion  readily,  yet  he  admitted  that  they  practised 
certain  tactics  in  order  to  defeat  the  second  mo- 
tion of  no-confidence.     Now,  Sir,  is  not  the  Go- 
vernment doing  exactly  the  same  thing  now  ?  Al- 
though the  parties  are  changed — one  is  now  where 
the  other  was  then  —  yet  I  say  this  is  the  same 
way  of  fighting.     We  have  already  had  two  de- 
bates upon  this  matter,  besides  a  general  election, 
and  these  debates  have  been  decided  in  a  way 
that  is  favourable  to  the  party  which  recognizes 
the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  as  its  leader. 
Well,  to  put  the  worst  possible  construction  on 
the  motives  of  the  Government,  what  are  they 
doing  now  ?    Having  fought  these  people  twice, 
and  beaten  them,  they  say,  "We  will  not  fight 
again,  until  we  have  laid  our  policy  before  the 
country,  and  until  we  have   had  some  cbance 
of 'showing  how  well  or  how  badly  we  can  ad- 
minister  the  affairs  of   the  colony."      What  is 
the  answer  to  that  ?    There  is  no  answer.    The 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida — a  man  whom 
1  am  always  very  glad   to  hear  speak  in  this 
House,  with  whose  ideas  I  largely  sympathize, 
and  whom  I  consider  one  of  the  best  members 
in  this  House,  at  all  events  on  theoretical  ques- 
tions—  wishes  us   to  interpret  this  motion  —  a 
mere  motion  for  adjournment  of  the  debate  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Triennial  Parliaments 
Bill — as  a  no-confidence  motion.     Well,  it  does 
not  express  that  in  any  way  whatever.     It  cannot 
be  held  to  express  it  by  any  twisting  of  language 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  can 
possibly  use,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  honorable 
members  of  this  House  will  not  accept  the  in- 
terpretation  given    to   them   by  the    honorable 
member  for  Mount  Ida.     When  the  motion  is 
one  for  the  adjournment  of  this  debate,  we  will 
not  accept  the  honorable  member's  meaning,  that 
it  is  a  want-of-coufidence  motion.     It  is  not  any- 
thing of  the  kind.    I  am  quite  sure  that  on  this 
motion  general  questions  of  policy  vrill  not  be  de- 
bated, and  the  Minister  of  Lands  has  already 
said  that  the  Government  will    not  accept  it 
as  a  no-confidence  motion.     The  Gt)vemment 
are    quite    right.      I    contend    that,    according 
to    constitutional    precedent,    the    Government 
have  been  so  lately  placed  upon  those  benches 
that  they  ought  certainly  to  have  a  fair  trial.     I 
hope  that  the  present  Opposition,  after  this  very 
long  fight,   wiU    at    all   events   not   follow   the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers   when  he 
wishes  to  move  a  voCe  of  want  of  confidence, 
Ifr.  Acton  Adams 


and  gives  notice  of  that  motion  before  he  has  left 
the  bench  upon  which  he  was  sitting  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  late  Gt>vernnient,  and  before  the  new 
Government  are  sworn  in.  I  think  I  never  saw 
BO  eminently  improper  a  proceeding.  Of  course, 
I  have  not  had  the  chance  of  seeing  many  pro- 
ceedings, not  having  long  been  in  the  House ; 
but  I  have  never  read  of  such  an  improper  pro- 
ceeding, and  I  have  had  some  chance  of  reading 
what  has  taken  place  in  different  Parliaments. 
I  will  refer  honorable  gentlemen  to  Todd's  "  Par- 
liamentary Government,"  page  212,  &c.,  as  to 
the  question  of  whether  honorable  gentlemen 
opposite  are  treating  this  question  in  a  oonstita- 
tional  way  or  not.     Mr.  Todd  writes, — 

"  The  Ministers  chosen  by  the  Sovereign  are 
entitled  to  receive  from  Parliament,  if  not  '  an 
implicit  confidence,'  at  the  least  *a  fair  trial.' 
This  has  been  the  established  rule  and  practice  of 
the  Constitution." 

I  refer  them  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt  in. 
1783,  when  for  a  long  time  he  held  oflSce  agidnst 
an  overwhelming  majority.    Todd  says, — 

**  Mr.  Pitt  took  his  stand  upon  the  principle 
that  it  was  irregular  for  the  House  to  endeavour 
to  control  the  Crown  in  the  choice  of  its  Minis- 
ters by  denouncing  them  without  waiting  to  see 
their  acts." 

Again,  in  1801  a  similar  question  arose,  and 
Mr.  Todd  says, — 

'*  Mr.  Pitt  expressly  claimed  that  the  new 
Ministers  were  entitled  at  the  outset  to  a  consti- 
tutional confidence  ;  in  other  words,  that,  unless 
some  good  reason  was  assigned  to  the  contrary, 
the  House  was  bound,  by  the  best  principles  of 
policy,  as  well  as  by  the  true  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, to  wait  to  see  the  conduct  of  Ministers 
before  they  should  withhold  their  confidence. 
The  House  of  Commons  acquiesced  in  this  rea- 
soning, and  refrained  from  any  attempt  at  dis- 
turbing the  new  Ministry." 

Again,  in  1807i  on  a  no-confidenoe  debate,  Mr. 
Todd  writes, — 

**  The  ex-Ministry  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  But  Parliament  refused  to  concur  in 
re:K>lutions  of  censure,  or  to  take  any  steps  towards 
refusing  to  the  new  Ministers  of  the  Ciown  a  fair 
trial." 

The  same  author  concludes  his  references  to 
this  subject  in  these  words  : — 

"  Having  vindicated  the  right  of  the  Sovereign 
to  the  free  choice  of  his  constitutional  Advisers 
by  whom  the  administration  of  the  Government 
is  to  be  conducted — a  freedom  which  necessitates 
that  they  should  be  unreservedly  accepted  by 
Parliament  at  the  outset  of  their  career  untU 
they  prove  themselves,  by  their  general  policy 
and  public  conduct,  to  be  andeserring  of  con- 
fidence," &c. 

I  certainly  wish  to  see  the  present  Government 
remain  in  oflSce  until  they  have  a  fair  chance  of 
showing  the  House  what  their  policy  is.  I  am  not 
a  very  warm  admirer  of  all  the  members  of  the 
present  Ministry,  but  I  have  given  no  uncertain 
sound  as  to  my  views  with  regard  to  triennial  Par- 
liaments and  other  liberal  measures.  I  have  heard 
it  stated  in  no-confidenoe  debates  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Selwyn  and  his  sapporters  were 
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not  true  Liberals,  as  tbej  did  not  really  believe  in 
tbe  Q-rey  policy.  I  soy,  therefore,  that,  as  far  as 
my  smnll  efforts  can  go,  tliey  shall  hare  a  fair  trial ; 
tliey  shall  hare  a  fair  chance  of  bringing  down 
these  mes»nres  ;  and  if  they  fail  to  bring  in  such 
Bills  as  the  Electoral  Bill  and  (his  Triennial 
Parliaments  Bill,  I  shall  be  one  of  the  first  men 
to  Tote  against  them.  I  do  not  wish  that  there 
should  be  any  uncertain  sound  about  my  Liberal- 
ism. I  set  up  £o  be  a  thorough  and  true  Libenil, 
and  I  will  support  any  Q-oTernment  that  will  give 
to  the  people  of  New  Zealand  one  of  the  best 
electoral  constitutions  it  is  possible  to  give  to  any 
people.  We  have  arrived  at  a  period  in  our 
history  when  all  parlies  are  agreed  a9  to  the 
extension  of  the  franchii'e,  and  I  think,  such 
being  the  case,  now  or  never  is  the  opportunity 
to  pass  measures  which  will  enlarge  the  elect  oral 
franchise,  and  not  only  enlarge  it,  but  plnce  it  on 
a  permanent  tind  practical  basis.  I  may  be  per* 
mitted  to  refer  to  the  Electoral  Bill.  The  two 
franchises  there  provided  are  very  intelligible. 
They  are  permanent,  and  will  not  require  to  be 
altered,  and  I  think  we  shall  be  granting  a  great- 
boon  to  the  people  if  we  grant  these  extended 
franchises  to  them.  I  say  to  uU  new  members  of 
the  House — to  all  those  who  can  in  any  way 
separate  themselves  from  party  feeling — that  the 
debate  to-night  ought  to  be  treated  as  a  matter 
of  principle,  and  not  as  a  matter  of  party. 
The  question  before  the  House  is  one  of  the  most 
important  Bills  in  our  new  Liberal  programme, 
and  I  ask  honorable  members,  will  they  like  to  be 
told,  when  they  go  back  to  their  constituents, 
"  Oil !  you  voted  against  the  second  reading  of  the 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill ;  or,  at  all  events,  you 
TOted  for  postponing  what  we  conceive  to  be  a 
very  great  boon"  ?  No  doubt  honorable  members 
wiU  be  ready  enough  with  excuses ;  but  I  ask  those 
who  have  experienced  contested  elections  what 
chance  they  will  have  to  explain  their  conduct  in 
a  satisfactory  manner.  It  is  not  very  easy  to  ex- 
plain questions  of  party  to  large  assemblages  of 
electors,  and  I  am  quite  sure  those  honorable 
gentlemen  who  vote  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill 
will  find  they  have  something  to  answer  for  when 
next  they  meet  their  constituents.  I  feel  that  I 
should  have  something  to  answer  for  if  I  took 
that  course,  and  I  shall  not  place  myself  in  such 
a  position.  I  ask  honorable  members  to  consider. 
I  ask  them  whether  they  are  prepared  to  give  up 
the  debates  in  this  House  to  these  two  contending 
parties,  or  whether  they,  will  join  with  me  and 
others  in  trying  to  forward  the  business  of  the 
country  as  much  as  we  can.  It  is  now  three 
months  since  we  were  called  together  to  do  busi- 
ness, and  up  to  the  present  time  we  have  done 
practically  nothing.  We  have  been — perhaps  not. 
wasting  time,  but—spending  time  in  deciding  what 
half-dozen  gentlemen  shall  sit  on  those  benches; 
and  I  say  if  we  are  to  prolong  that  sort  of  contest 
it  will  be  taking  a  course  not  creditable  to  our- 
selves or  beneficial  to  the  country.  I  trust  honor- 
able gentlemen  will  consider  this  well  before  they 
join  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
in  adjourning  the  debate  on  this  very  important 
BilL    It  is  not  as  if  this  question  of  no-confidence 
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could  not  be  tried.  It  can  be  tried  well  enough 
on  a  day  not  far  distant.  I  have  no  doubt  it 
could  be  tried  very  well  towards  the  end  of  next 
week,  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  following  week  ; 
but  I  say,  if  it  could  not  be  tried  for  a  month,  I 
would  vote  in  that  direction,  because  I  think  the 
very  least  wo  can  do  to  the  men  at  present 
on  the  Government  benches,  who  have  got  there 
after  a  long  and  protracted  struggle,  when  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  both  sides  have  been  fully 
discussed,  is  to  see  whether  they  can  develop  in 
themselves  any  means  of  governing  tlie  people 
better  than  they  have  been  governed  during  the 
last  two  years.  I  am  waiting  to  see  if  they 
have  that  power  in  them.  Many  of  them  are 
politicians  of  old  standing ;  all  are  men  of  some 
mental  standing;  and  I  am  certainly  not  pre- 
pored  to  embarrass  them  in  their  efforts  to  get 
their  policy  before  the  House  and  the  country. 
I  ask  tho  younger  members  of  the  G-rey  party  to 
eoni'ider  this  well.  Their  leaders  have  said,  and 
they  perhaps  beliere  if,  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment have  no  intern  ion  to  pass  these  liberal  mea- 
sures— that  it  is  a  snare  and  a  delusion.  But 
the  honorable  member  for  Selwyn  is  now  on  the 
Government  benches,  and  the  first  day  ho  appears 
there  as  Prenner  he  brings  down  one  of  the  most 
important  parts  of  the  Liberal  programme.  Are 
you  then  going  to  stop  him  at  the  outset?  Art 
you  going  to  shut  the  door  and  prevent  him 
carrying  this  out?  Will  you  not  give  him  a 
fair  chance  to  pass  these  liberal  measures,  and 
to  develop  the  powers  of  administration  of  his 
Government?  If,  after  he  has  had  a  fair  and 
honest  trial,  we  find  him  wanting,  then  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  join  with  other  honorable 
members  in  passing  a  vote  of  want  of  con* 
fidence  in  him  ;  but,  until  he  and  his  Govern- 
ment show  that  they  do  not  deserve  the  con* 
fidence  of  the  House,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
embarrass  them  in  the  way  sought  by  the  motion 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— We  have  had.  Sir,  I  think, 
a  striking  illustration  this  afternoon  of  tho  truth 
of  what  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Bryce),  who  now  sits  on  the 
Government  benches — that,  howerer  desirous  a 
certain  gentleman  might  be  to  see  liberal  measures 
passed,  he  is  infinitely  more  desirous  that  they 
should  be  passed  by  him  than  that  they  should  be 
passed  at  all.  Notwithstanding  the  large  amount 
of  time  which  has  been  spent  on  this  debate,  we 
have  had  some  compensation  in  that  exhibition. 
We  have  seen  one  member  of  the  Grey  Gt)vem- 
ment  eagerly  claiming  this  Bill  as  their  property, 
and  another  member  of  that  Government  imme- 
diately dropping  it  as  if  it  burned  his  fingers.  I 
imagine  the  honorable  member  for  Totara,  when 
he  disclaimed  this  Bill,  did  not  know  that  it  had 
'*Sir  G.  Grey"  so  distinctly  printed  on  it;  but, 
even  without  that  brand,  any  one  could  see  that 
it  was  one  of  the  Grey  measures.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  way  in  which  this  Bill  was  lauded  as 
giving  to  every  one  everything  he  desired,  we  find 
it  was  to  have  no  effect  whatever  for  the  next 
eight  years.  For  five  years  we  were  to  remain  in 
this  House,  and  then  the  next  Parliament  was 
only  to  sit  for  three  years :  consequently,  before 
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tlu8  measure  could  hare  any  operation,  eight  jears 
might  hare  passed,  and  eight  years  is  a  considerable 
period  at  the  age  to  wliich  the  late  Premier  and 
myself  have  arrived.  I  am  surprised  that  he  has 
not,  even  for  self-gratulation,  endeavoured  to  get 
some  of  these  measures  into  operation  at  an  earlier 
period.  I  did  not  rise  with  any  intention  what- 
ever of  prolonging  this  debate.  Whatever  party 
may  desire  a  speech  for  that  purpose  need  not 
come  to  me,  for  I  shall  never  take  a  part  in  what 
I  consider  a  most  disreputable  proceeding — the 
wasting  of  time  in  talk  instead  of  going  on  with 
business.  I  wish  now  to  offer  my  vote.  We 
have  heard  of  a  great  many  tmnsactions  of  that 
kind  under  the  rose,  but,  as  I  do  not  approve  of 
such  proceedings,  I  am  prepared  to  offer  my  vot« 
openly  to-night  to  either  party.  We  have  heard 
this  afternoon  charges  made  by  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  have  just  taken  their  seats  on 
those  benches.  They  have  given  the  House  to 
understand  that  they  have  something  to  reveal 
to  the  country  which  will  show  a  disgraceful 
state  of  things;  which  will  show  that  money 
has  been  wasted  ;  which  will  show  that  no  proper 
provision  lias  been  made  to  meet  the  expenditure 
of  the  country ;  which  will  show  that  the  accounts 
of  the  country  have  heen  kept  in  a  most  disrepu- 
table manner;  which  will  show  tliat  expenses 
have  been  wilfully  and  wantonly  incurred  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  incurred.  And  yet,  in 
the  face  of  all  these  charges,  the  gentlemen  who 
have  just  left  those  benches  say,  *'  Let  us  get  back 
before  you  discover  anything  more."  Why,  Sir,  a 
shop-boy  would  be  ashamed  of  such  a  proceeding. 
A  shop- boy,  on  hearing  such  accounts  as  these, 
would  disdain  to  come  back  before  the  charges 
had  been  proved  or  refuted.  Now,  Sir,  is  it 
possible  that  a  gentleman  who  has  occupied  posi- 
tions which  the  Premier  has  occupied  all  his 
life  should  place  himself  in  the  position  of  de- 
manding that  his  own  friends  should  go  on  to 
those  benolios  for  the  purpose  of  closing  up  all 
that  has  been  done  there  for  the  last  two  years, 
instead  of  defying  those  honorable  gentlemen,  and 
saying,  "  You  have  brought  these  charges  against 
me,  and  you  shall  stay  there  long  enough  to  prove 
them ;  or  you  shall  come  back  to  this  House  and 
say  you  cannot  prove  them"  ?  That  is  the  posi- 
tion such  a  gentleman  ought  to  take  up ;  and  if 
those  gentlemen  who  have  said  so  much  as  they 
have  said  to-night  are  not  in  a  position  to  bring 
before  the  House  something  of  the  sort  which 
they  have  said  they  can  bring,  then  my  vote  goes 
agamst  them  if  they  have  time  and  opportunity 
to  do  what  tliey  say  tliey  can  do.  If  they  will 
bring  before  the  country  a  state  of  things  such  as 
they  have  given  us  to  understand  they  arc  in  a 
position  to  disclose,  then  I  trust  very  few  votes 
on  either  side  of  the  House  will  go  to  restore  the 
men  who  brought  such  a  state  of  things  upon  the 
•olony. 

Mr.  Wakefield  rose  to  speak  after  the  voices 
had  been  given,  when  Mr.  Speakeb  ruled  that, 
being  too  late,  ho  could  not  proceed. 

Question  put,  "  That  this  debate  be  adjourned ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Mr.  Saunders 


Ayes         

88 

Noes         

36 

Majority  for 

2 

Axes. 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Beeves, 

Mr.  Barron, 

Mr.  Beid, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Seddon, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Finn, 

Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Sir  a.  Grey, 

Mr.  Tavrhai, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Major  Te  Wbeoro, 

Major  Harris, 

Mr.  lliomson, 

Mr.  Hislop. 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Hutchison, 

Mr.  TumbuU, 

Mr.  Ireland, 

Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  McDonald, 

Mr.  George, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Sheehan. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  All  Wright, 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Oliver, 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  Pitt. 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Kichmond, 

Mr.  Bo  wen, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Seymoop, 

Mr.  Fulton, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Tomoana, 

Mr.  H.  Hirst, 

Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Wakeaeld, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Major  WiUis, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Wright. 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Levin, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Masters, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  McCaughan, 

Mr.  Whitaker. 

Pa 

[B8. 

For. 

Against, 

Captain  Colbeck, 

1  Mr.  Whyte, 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 

Mr.  Studholme, 

Mr.  Moss, 

,  Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Shanks, 

^  Mr.  Moson, 

Dr.  Wallis. 

1  Mr.  Driver. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  think  it  right  to  explain  that 
two  gentlemen  who  are  supporters  of  the  Govern* 
ment  are  absent  and  are  not  paired.  I  now  move. 
That  the  debate  be  adjourned  until  next  sitting- 
day. 

Mr.  ALL  WRIGHT.— I  also  wish  to  make  a 
short  explanation.  The  geatlemen  on  the  Minis- 
terial benches  may  take  it  for  granted  that  be- 
cause I  voted  with  the  Noes  on  the  present 
occasion  I  shall  be  found  voting  with  them  on 
future  occasions.  I  dare  say  some  of  my  party 
thought  it  strange  that  I  should  vote  with  tiM 
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Noes,  but  I  oame  here  intending  to  Tote  for  the 
Bills  introduced  bj  the  Oovernment,  and  I  am  de- 
termined to  do  10 ;  but  it  ia  well  that  I  sliould 
let  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Q-orernment 
benches  understand  that  when  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  comes  for- 
ward  it  is  rerj  possible  that  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  SHEEUAN.— There  is  no  objection  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  until  next  sitting-day. 
It  will  be  time  to  "pair"  the  absent  members 
when  thej  come  back.  We  intend  to  giro  the  new 
OoTomment  fair-plaj.  Some  honorable  gentle- 
men seem  to  treat  that  remark  derisivelj,  and,  if 
that  is  the  spirit  of  the  opposite  side,  it  is  possible 
that  we  may  not  give  them  fair-plaj.  In  the 
meantime,  it  is  sufficient  to  saj  that  we  shall  not 
oppose  the  adjournment  tiU  next  sitting-day. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— When  I  was  about  to 
address  the  House  just  now,  a  number  of  members 
of  the  great  Liberal  party,  as  is  their  wont  on 
all  occasions,  took  the  opportunity  of  stopping 
my  mouth.  With  that  fear  of  free  speech  which 
characterizes  all  their  actions  throughout  the 
country,  they  objected  to  my  expressing  my  riews 
eren  upon  so  unimportant  a  question  as  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  upon  the  second  reading 
of  a  Bill.  My  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Akaroa  loudly  cried  out,  "No,  no;  you  cannot 
speak."  Why  the  honorable  gentleman  should 
be  afraid  of  me  I  cannot  think.  The  honorable 
gentleman  was  in  a  state  of  the  great-est  perturba- 
tion. He  seemed  quite  pale.  He  was  in  a  panic. 
Tliat  terrible  member  for  Geraldine  was  going 
to  say  something  shocking  about  the  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa.  The  honorable  gentleman 
need  not  be  afraid.  I  am  not  going  to  waste 
powder  and  shot  upon  such  small  deer.  But  I 
am  entitled,  by  the  forms  of  the  House,  to  speak 
to  the  motion  now  before  it,  and  I  intend,  by  the 
grace  of  the  great  Liberal  party,  to  express  my  views 
upon  the  question.  I  remember,  during  the  de- 
bate on  the  want-of-confidence  motion  last  session, 
bearing  an  honorable  member  in  this  House  make 
a  statement  which  struck  me  very  much  at  the 
time,  and  which  I  long  shall  carry  in  my  memory. 
It  wa4  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Sir  George  Grey).  What  he  said  was  this :  " If 
I  find  that  I  am  beaten  in  the  country  durinj;  the 
general  election  I  shall  not  wait  for  the  meeting 
of  the  House,  but  I  shall  at  once  resign,  in  order 
that  the  new  Ministry  may  have  plenty  of  time 
to  prepare  their  measures."  I  had  often  differed 
from  the  honorable  gentleman  inpolitics.  I  had, 
as  honorable  members  of  this  House  are  aware, 
had  some  sharp  passages  of  arms  with  him  in 
this  House.  I  had  often  been  aggrieved  at  what 
I  regarded  as  moral  lapses  on  his  part.  But, 
when  I  heard  him  say  that,  I  felt  that  we  had  a 
man  of  character  and  power  among  our  states- 
men. I  felt  that  there  was  something  in  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  I  could  admire.  My 
heart  warmed  towards  him  when  I  heard  him 
express  so  noble  a  sentiment  as  that.  I  thought, 
"  Whatever  we  have  thought  of  the  honorable 

Kntleman  in  the  past,  and  however  much  we 
ve  differed  from  his  poUtical  views,  still  he  is 
setting  an  example  to  the  public  men  of  this 
country  which  ought  to  have  a  good  effect,  iMid 


cannot  but  have  a  good  influence  on  the  country." 
I  watched  him  with  great  interest  as  the  elec- 
tions went  on,  and  when  the  general  election  was 
over  I  fully  recognized  that  the  result  was  so 
uncertain  that  the  honorable  gentleman  could 
hardly  be  expected,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
resign  before  the  House  met.  I  fully  agreed  that 
he  was  quite  justified  in  coming  down  to  the 
House  and  allowing  the  issue  to  be  put  as  an 
amendment  on  the  Address  in  Keply.  I  in  no 
way  withdrew  from  him  the  admiration  which 
had  been  excited  in  my  breast  by  the  noble  senti- 
ment he  had  expressed.  But  now,  wonderful  to 
think,  after  his  express  desire  to  give  the  new 
Ministry  plenty  of  time  to  prepare  their  measures, 
when  he  has  ascertained  absolutely  by  the  vote 
of  the  House  that  he  is  in  a  minority,  and  that 
the  country  is  against  him 

Hon.  Membees.— No. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Those  honorable  gentle- 
men from  Auckland  seem  to  me  to  be  not  aware 
of  the  forms  of  the  House  when  they  interrupt  in 
this  manner.  They  make  such  very  odd  noises, 
such  curious  sounds,  that  they  are  a  little  discon- 
certing. I  was  about  to  say,  when  I  was  interrupted 
by  the  noisy  member  for  Auckland  City  East,  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  undoubtedly  had  his 
mind  made  up,  by  the  last  division  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Address  in  Reply,  that  he  was  in  a 
minority  in  this  House;  and  then  he  resigned.  I 
do  not  blame  him  for  taking  two  or  three  days  to 
do  so.  I  have  heard  him  blamed  by  some  gentle- 
men who  perhaps  rather  strain  a  constitutional 
point.  I  always  believed  he  would  resign  in  a 
becoming  manner ;  and  he  did  so.  But,  so  fur  as 
his  subsequent  action  is  concerned,  I  say  that  he 
and  those  acting  with  him  have  not  kept  the 
word  he  gave  to  the  House  as  regards  giving  the 
new  Ministry  plenty  of  time  to  prepare  their 
measures.  That  is  what  I  blame  him  and  his 
friends  for.  The  sentiment  he  expressed  last 
session  was  a  good  one — a  sound,  patriotic,  and 
statesmanlike  one ;  but  his  action  and  that  of  his 
friends  to-day  is  as  bad,  as  unconstitutional,  and 
as  unpatriotic  as  the  sentiment  he  then  expressed 
was  the  reverse.  Certainly  there  is  one  advan- 
tage in  what  has  occurred  to-day.  That  is,  wo 
have  learned  who  is  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
for  the  day.  I  understand  that  the  leadership  of 
the  Opposition  has  been  placed  in  commission. 
Seven  members,  representing,  I  presume,  the 
seven  gentlemen  who  are  to  hold  portfolios  from 
the  Crown,  if  successful  in  their  present  attempt 
—  seven  sliam  Ministers  —  hare  been  appointed, 
and  they,  I  understand,  are  to  hold  the  position 
day  by  day  in  turn.  Last  sitting-day  my  honor- 
able friend  the  member  for  Akaroa  was  leader, 
and  I  cannot  say  that  he  made  a  very  promising 
figure ;  but  I  am  not  going  to  worry  him.  To- 
day, it  seems,  it  is  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  who  is  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I 
think  I  noticed  that  one  of  the  other  leaders 
was  a  little  jealous  of  his  even  taking  the  leader- 
ship for  a  day.  The  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  was  evidently  very  sore 
because  tlie  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
assumed  the  leadership  even  for  liis  day,  and  I 
could  not  help  admiring  the  manner  in  which  the' 
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honorable  member  for  the  Thames  kept  hiding 
behind  the  honorable  gentleman.  We  could  only 
see  his  head  and  spectacles  over  the  shoulders  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Fort  Chalmers,  making 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  look  like  a  double- 
headed  nightingale.  He  was  evidently  prompting 
the  honorable  gentleman,  and  ultimately  took  the 
leadership  out  of  his  hands.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Sheehan)  danced  all  over  the  House, 
and  spoke  from  no  less  than  three  different  places, 
taking  the  running  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers.  I  think 
that  was  rather  severe  on  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, who  should  have  been  allowed  to  hare  his 
day.  They  say  every  dog  has  his  day,  and  I  feel 
that  every  leader  of  the  Opposition  ought  to 
have  his  day.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan) 
did  snatch  the  leadership  for  the  time  being  from 
the  hands  of  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  because  he  has  had  considerable  ex- 
perience of  circumstances  such  as  tlifso  in  which 
we  st-and  to-day  ;  and  he  has  on  former  occasions 
taken  C3nsiderable  pains  to  instruct  this  House 
as  to  what  the  procedure  ought  to  be.  Before 
he  fell  into  evil  ways  and  neglected  his  parlia- 
mentary duties  as  he  lately  has  done,  he  used  to 
claim  to  be  a  great  authority  on  parliamentaiy 
and  constitutional  practice  ;  and  I  recollect  very 
well  that,  on  the  last  occasion  when  Ministers 
stood  in  the  position  in  which  Ministei*s  now 
stand,  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Mr.  Sheehan)  came  don  n  to  the  Hou^e  and  told 
us  that  cveryihing  seemed  to  be  g«>ing  wrong  in 
Parliament  now  ;  that  ho  could  recollect  a  time 
— when  he  was  younger  —  when  sui-h  a  thing 
would  never  have  been  permitted  or  attempted 
as  an  attack  on  .Ministers  before  tiiey  got  their 
measures  before  Parliament.  lie  went  on  to 
show  that  really  a  proposition  to  interrtipt  the 
business  of  the  country  in  or»ler  to  force  on  a 
want  oi'confidenire  motion  before  Ministers  were 
ready  for  it  was  something  perfectly  pie|>osterous. 
The  honorable  gentleman  spoke  very  nioely  on 
that  occasion.  He  was  always  a  very  unselfish 
man,  and  was  always  thinking  of  others.  J  was 
very  much  struck  on  that  oecasion  by  the  kindly 
thoughtfulness  he  had  for  those  who  might  come 
after  him.  The  circumstances  were  tlicn  ezucily 
the  same  as  at  present,  and  the  honorable  gentle- 
man then  said, — 

*'  If  the  honorable  gentleman  (Major  Atkinson) 
wishes  to  bring  forward  his  resolution,  he  must 
bring  it  on  in  the  usual  way.  I  contend  that  it 
would  be  out  of  order  for  him  to  attempt  to 
bring  a  motion  forward  by  intercepting  the  busi- 
ness on  the  Paper.  It  must  be  quite  evident  that, 
if  such  a  thing  were  allowed  to  be  done,  or  if  it 
could  be  done,  it  would  be  imposs^iblo  to  proceed 
with  the  public  business.  We  are  not  speaking 
for  ourselves  in  this  matter,  or  from  any  con- 
sideration of  how  far  it  will  affect  us  ;  but  we  are 
considering  this  position:  that  any  Government 

5 laced  on  these  benches  may  be  prevented  from 
ay  to  day  bringing  forward  their  business  if  it 
could  be  held  that  a  motion  of  this  kind  could  be 
brought  forward  at  once,  so  as  to  intercept  and 
Buspend  altogether  the  Government  business." 
Mr,  Wak^eld 


That  was  the  opinion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  two  years  ago. 
We  have  heard  what  his  opinions  are  to-day — 
that  no  violence  that  can  be  done  to  constitu- 
tional practice  or  to  the  rules  of  this  House  is  too 
great  for  him,  provided  it  interrupts  public  busi- 
ness and  brings  on  a  want-of-confidence  motion 
before  the  time  at  which  those  honorable  gentle- 
men choose  to  receive  it.  On  a  previous  occa- 
sion he  also  spoke  very  strongly  on  the  subject, 
especially  with  regard  to  honorable  gentlemen 
not  having  been  allowed  to  bring  forward  their 
measures.  Speaking  upon  the  Land  Bill,  he 
said, — 

"  If  we  remain  in  office  the  Bill  will  become 
law  during  the  present  session.  The  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  has  intimated  his  intention 
of  moving  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Goternment  to-moiTOw,  and  it  will  come  with 
very  singular  propriety,  inasmuch  as  the  present 
Government  have  as  yet  had  no  chance  of  put- 
ting their  views  before  the  House 

As  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  putting 
our  measures  before  the  House,  I  think  it  would 
be  unwise  to  take  a  motion  of  such  importance 
into  consideration  before  proceeding  to  other  busi- 
ness." 

That  was  the  view  taken  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  when  on  the  Government  benches. 
He  then  held  that  any  attempt  to  force  a  motion 
of  want  of  confidence  on  the  Government  by 
stopping  public  businessi,  or  even  private  busi- 
ncjjs,  was  altogether  wrong  and  out  of  order ;  and 
[  ask  whether  the  House  can  pay  any  attention 
to  the  arj^uinents  he  brings  forward  to-day,  when 
we  are  aware  that  such  was  his  view — and  the 
House  confirmed  that  view — in  1877.  On  that 
occasion  I  entirely  supported  the  contention  of  the 
honorable  gentleman.  I  held  then  that  he  was 
quit«  right,  an«l  that  the  Government  were  per- 
fectly justified  in  taking  the  course  they  did 
take;  and  I  have  never  varied  from  that  view. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  gone  half  round 
the  compas.«,  and  I  have  remained  just  where 
I  was  then.  I  maintain  that  the  action  taken 
by  those  honorable  gentlemen  is  perfectly  oat 
of  order  and  unconstitutional,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  perfectly  right  in  taking  no  notice 
whatever  of  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence, 
except  such  notice  as  they  may  please  to  take  of 
it  when  they  make  up  their  minds  how  to  treat 
it.  Any  attempt  to  intercept  public  businesti, 
such  as  adjourning  the  debate  on  this  Bill,  is 
really  a  mere  act  of  obstruction.  That  is  the 
point  honorable  gentlemen  ought  to  consider.  It 
amounts  to  this :  The  Grey  Government  have  been 
turned  out  of  office.  They  think  that  one  or  two 
members  of  the  party  who  voted  against  them 
have  since  gone  over  to  them — have  changed  their 
minds  and  gone  against  the  present  Government. 
They  think  that  they  are  therefore  justified  in 
immediately  moving  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence, 
and  in  turning  out  the  new  Ministry.  But  I  say 
clearly  they  are  not  justified  in  doing  anything 
of  the  kind.  When  men  change  their  minda  so 
easily,  and  go  over,  after  having  voted  with  us  the 
otlibr  night,  after  having  been  at  our  caucuses, 
after  actually  attending  the  banquet  we  had  alter 
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the  diTiuon,  after  having  been  in  otur  confidence 
and  giving  us  ererj  intimation  that  honorable 
men  can  gtre  that  we  were  in  their  confidence, 
— their  lojaltj  is  not  worth  much.  They  may 
come  back  to-morrow  for  whatever  consideration 
induced  them  to  change  their  minds  to-day.  Are 
we  to  be  told  that  there  is  a  change  of  opinion  in 
the  House,  that  the  Ministry  are  in  a  minority, 
and  that  they  are  not  to  be  allowed  even  to  come 
forward  with  their  measures,  because  one  gentle- 
man of  the  character  I  have  described  lias  chosen 
to  "  wobble  "  across  the  floor  of  the  House  ?  It 
is  perfectly  nonsensical.  He  may  wobble  back 
again  to-morrow,  or  he  may  wobble  into  oblivion 
in  the  course  of  the  next  few  days,  and  never 
be  heard  of  again  tliis  session.  He  may  oscillate 
between  two  parties,  as  I  have  no  doubt  he  will, 
until  his  political  career  comes,  as  it  ought  to 
come,  to  an  ignominious  termination.  That  is  not 
the  way  to  decide  so  important  a  question  as 
the  question  whether  the  administration  of  this 
country  is  to  be  carried  on  in  an  efficient  and 
honest  manner,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  carried  on 
by  a  system  of  what  I  may  be  permitted  to  call  a 
conglomeration  of  neglect  and  corruption.  The 
question  is  in  no  wise  to  be  settled  in  that 
manner.  Let  us  look  at  what  has  happened. 
We  had  an  up-hill  fight  during  the  previous 
session  of  Parliament,  and  the  Government  were 
defeated  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  They 
got  a  dissolution  under  the  most  extraordinary 
circumstances :  tiiey  got  a  dissolution  under  cir- 
cumstances when  it  was  hardly  credible  that  any 
Ministry  would  have  got  a  dissolution.  Still, 
they  got  it,  and  they  appealed  to  the  country. 
All  the  influence  of  the  Qovernment  was  brought 
to  l>6ar  upon  the  elections.  They  came  back  to 
this  House,  and  were  defeated.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  late  Opposition  did  wrong  in  bringing 
forward  their  amfudment  on  the  very  threshold 
of  the  first  session  of  a  new  Parliament,  before 
the  Government  had  brought  forward  their 
policy.  Does  anybody  really  and  sincerely  be- 
lieve that?  Does  even  the  most  violent  Greyite 
in  the  House  believe  that  the  Opposition  acted 
wrongly  in  moving  the  amendment  upon  the 
Address  in  Reply?  It  was  the  only  consti- 
tutional thing  they  could  do.  Having  defeated 
the  Government  during  the  previous  session, 
and  having  been  sent  by  them  to  the  constituen- 
cies to  answer  for  their  conduct,  it  was  their  con- 
stitutional duty  to  bring  down  an  amendment 
upon  the  Address  in  Reply  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  They  had  no  other  course  to  pursue. 
If  wo  had  been  even  sure  of  being  beaten  by  a 
majority  of  twenty,  it  was  still  our  duty  to  bring 
down  that  motion,  take  our  beating,  and  go  on 
with  the  business  of  the  country.  It  was  our 
duty  as  honorable  men  to  do  so,  whatever  the  eon- 
•equeiices  might  be.  On  the  hustings  I  pledged 
myself  to  my  constituents  that  my  whole  object 
in  going  back  to  Wellington  was  to  turn  out  the 
Qrey  Ministry — that,  if  nobody  else  would  do  it, 
I  should  move  an  amendment  to  the  Address  in 
Reply  which  would  have  the  effect  of  bringing  that 
question  to  an  issue  at  once.  It  was  not  a  ques- 
tion of  measures  or  of  policy.  We  had  their 
sMMorM  and  their  policy  bafore  the  country  for 


two  years,  and  we  were  not  likely  to  get  anything 
more  than  we  had  already.  We  knew  that  they 
had  nothing  more  to  present  to  us.  We  did  per- 
fectly right.  And,  then,  what  was  the  conse- 
quence? Some  of  those  honorable  gentlemen 
tell  us  that  it  is  owing  to  the  peculiar  wording  of 
the  amendment  to  the  Address  in  Reply  that 
they  now  take  this  extraordinary  course  of  arrest- 
ing the  progress  of  public  business  and  obstruct- 
ing the  measures  of  the  country  whilst  in  the 
hands  of  the  new  Ministry.  That  is  their  story. 
Let  us  see  what  actually  occurred.  It  lias  already 
been  pointed  out  to  the  House,  and  honorable 
gentlemen  must  be  aware  of  it,  that  any  amend- 
ment to  the  Address  in  Reply  is  absolutely  a  vote 
of  want  of  confidence,  and  that  the  Ministry 
must  resign  upon  it.  They  do  not  reconstruct; 
they  resign.  The  Premier  must  resign ;  and,  if 
he  goes,  the  whole  Ministry  must  go  with  him. 
Any  honorable  gentleman  who  knows  anything  of 
constitutional  government  knows  that  the  resig- 
nation of  the  Premier  carries  with  it  the  resig- 
nation of  the  whole  Ministry.  And  yet  they 
complain  that  somebody  —  although  who  could 
have  done  it  I  am  not  aware  —  that  somebody 
ought  to  have  allowed  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  obtain  a  reconstruction  within  the  ranks  of  his 
own  Ministry  or  party.  How  was  it  possible  that 
that  could  be  done?  The  honorable  gentleman 
had  to  resign  because  of  the  amendment  to  the 
Address  in  Reply.  It  is  quite  clear  that  this 
House  indicated  the  honorable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn  as  the  person  to  be  sent  for  by  His  Excellency 
to  form  a  Ministry  in  consequence  of  that  amend- 
ment having  been  carried.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  that.  My  honorable  friend  accepted  the 
task  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Governor  of  form- 
ing a  Ministry.  To  them  has  been  intrusted  the 
responsibility  of  office ;  to  them  has  been  in- 
trusted the  duty  of  bringing  before  the  Parlia- 
ment, for  the  first  time  since  the  session  of  1878, 
the  state  of  the  finances,  and  the  state  generally 
of  the  public  business.  I  might  refer  to  the 
only  instance  in  my  knowledge  in  New  Zealand 
of  a  vote  like  this  being  carried.  That  was  in 
1866,  when  my  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Ashley  carried  a  resolution  in  this  House  that 
the  Ministry  as  then  constituted  did  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  the  House.  What  occurred  on 
that  occasion  ?  The  honorable  member  for  Ashley 
was  sent  for.  The  honorable  gentleman  the  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  was  then  Governor ;  and  I 
believe  that  a  very  amusing  scene  took  place. 
They  walked  up  and  down  the  garden  for  a 
couple  of  hours  before  the  Governor  raised  the 
question  at  all  of  the  formation  of  a  Ministry. 
What  did  the  honorable  member  for  Ashley  do  ? 
He  did  not  ask  for  a  reconstruction  of  the  Minis- 
try. He  advised  the  Governor  to  send  for  Mr. 
Stafford. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  really  do  not  think  these 
matters  have  anything  to  do  with  the  question 
now  under  discussion. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  they  were,  through  your  allowing 
me  to  enter  upon  the  subject  at  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  I  allowed  the  honorable 
member  to  proceed,  in  the  hope  that  he  might 
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show  what  bearing  the  matters  he  was  referring 
to  had  upon  the  subject  under  discussion,  which 
he  has  not  jet  done. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  submit  to  your  ruling, 
Sir.  I  am  glad  to  have  interested  jou  so  much 
that  you  have  listened  to  me  for  so  long  a  time 
without  having  interrupted  me.  If  I  have  gone 
somewhat  beyond  the  question  I  am  very  sorry. 
I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  go  back  in  a  few 
moments.  I  may  simply  point  out  my  reason  for 
referring  to  a  matter  so  remote  as  this.  My  only 
reason  was  to  show  that  there  was  no  obstruction 
of  public  business.  There  was  no  desire  on  tliat 
occasion  to  turn  out  the  Ministry  at  all.  The 
intention  of  the  Legislature  was  to  get  rid  of  tlie 
Premier,  and  go  on  as  before  with  tlie  remaining 
colleagues  and  one  or  two  more.  I  was  going  on 
to  say  that  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  those 
benches  have  undoubtedly  been  intrusted  with 
the  powers  of  tHe  Crown,  and  they  are  not  going  to 
give  up — to  surrender — the  responsibility  imposed 
upon  them,  simply  because  honorable  gentlemen 
carry  a  catch  division  for  an  adjournment  on  the 
second  reading  of  a  Bill.  Nothing  of  the  sort. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  we  had  all  our  friends  here, 
all  the  members  of  our  party,  we  should  have 
carried  this  motion.  Why  are  the  honorable 
gentlemen  opposite  so  anxious  to  have  this  debate 
adjourned  ?  Why  are  they  so  anxious  to  bring  on 
their  motion  of  want  of  confidence  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  ?  Simply  for  this  reason :  They 
know  full  well  that,  if  the  G-overnment  are  allowed 
to  sit  on  those  benches  for  a  week,  the  majority 
that  the  Opposition  boost  of  now,  and  boast  of 
wrongly,  will  be  gone.  Does  anybody  believe 
that,  if  those  honorable  gentlemen  in  opposition 
were  likely  to  have  a  majority  in  this  Uouse — if 
they  could  depend  upon  having  a  majority  in  a 
fortnight  hence — they  would  take  the  course  they 
have  now  pursued  ?  Why,  of  course  not.  They 
would  say  to  the  Government,  "  We  will  give 
you  the  fullest  fair-play.  Make  your  Financial 
Statement ;  do  as  much  work  as  you  can :  you  will 
save  US  a  great  deal  of  trouble ;  bring  in  our  Bills, 
pass  all  our  Electoral  Bills;  do  all  you  can;  we 
will  give  you  the  fullest  fair-play  :  as  soon  as  you 
do  all  this,  we,  with  the  majority  at  our  command, 
will  then  turn  you  out  of  office."  That  is, what 
they  would  have  said  and  done.  But  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  independence  of  honorable  gentle- 
men will  assort  itself,  and  that  the  Gor.M-nment  will 
be  placed  in  a  position  to  enable  them  lo  carry  on 
the  public  business,  at  all  events  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session.  The  honorable  members 
opposite  know  it.  Although  I  grieve  to  think  it, 
I  have  a  suspicion  that  one  other  reason  why  they 
object  to  go  on  promptly  with  the  business  is,  that 
thev  are  afraid  of  the  disclosures  the  Government 
will  make.  I  watched  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  very  closely  to-day, 
and  I  have  learned  to  judge  pretty  fairly  as  to 
what  is  in  his  mind  by  his  action  and  his  speech ; 
and,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  is  not  weighed 
very  heavily  upon  by  some  such  consideration  as 
that,  then  my  penetration  of  character  is  not  worth 
much.  I  am  convinced  iu  my  own  mind  that  those 
honorable  gentlemen  are  afraid  of  the  disclosures 
thcgr  think  my  honorable  friends  will  make.  They 
Mr.  Speaker 


will  do  anything  to  avoid  that.  They  will  resort 
to  any  trick  to  prevent  those  honorable  gentlemen 
getting  sufficiently-firmly  seated  on  those  benches 
to  disclose  to  this  Uouse  the  true  state  of  the 
public  affairs,  and  the  true  position  of  the  public 
finances.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  such 
is  the  case.  If  it  were  really  a  mere  question 
of  party,  they  would  have  no  objection  to  those 
honorable  gentlemen  holding  their  seats  for  a 
while  longer,  and  would  then  bring  on  their  mo- 
lion  of  want  of  confidence  in  due  course,  when 
the  Government  must  accept  it  and  bring  the 
question  to  an  issue.  What  they  want  is  to  shake 
the  Government  in  their  seats  before  they  fairly 
sit  down,  and  prevent  them  from  bringing  before 
the  House  anything  that  would  be  of  any  import- 
ance. I  do  not  pretend  to  be  in  the  confidence  of 
my  honorable  friends  opposite,  but  they  are  not 
the  men  I  take  them  to  be  if  they  are  going  to  be 
jockeyed  by  any  such  trick  as  that.  They  have 
a  heavy  responsibility  resting  upon  them — ^a  re- 
sponsibility which  the  whole  country  recognizes — 
and  they  would  be  failing  in  their  duty  to  them- 
selves, failing  iu  their  duty  to  the  Crown,  failing 
in  their  duty  to  every  member  of  their  party,  if 
they  budged  from  those  benches  until  they  had 
discharged  the  duty  they  owe  to  those  who  placed 
them  in  power,  and  the  duty  they  owe  to  the 
country.  Let  the  Opposition  bring  down  their 
no-confidence  motions  and  carry  them.  If  I  were 
one  of  the  Ministry  no  power  on  earth  could  move 
me.  I  would  not  move  until  I  had  done  my  legiti- 
mate duty  to  this  House.  Do  you  think,  if  they 
did  succeed  iu  obtaining  a  majority,  they  could 
carry  on  the  business  P  If  by  breaking  a  pair,  or 
resorting  to  some  such  trick  as  that,  they  really 
obtained  a  majority,  do  you  believe  they  would 
be  able  to  go  on  with  the  business  ?  The  honor- 
able member  for  Selwyn  is  not  the  man  to  remain 
in  office  longer  than  is  necessary ;  he  is  not  tlie 
man  to  cling  to  office  against  an  adverse  vote 
of  this  House.  He  has  taken  that  place,  as  I 
nm  fully  aware,  at  great  personal  sacrifice  to  him- 
self, and  with  very  great  unwillingness ;  and 
notliing,  I  am  perfectly  certain,  but  a  strong 
sense  of  duty  would  induce  him  to  remain  there  a 
single  day  longer  than  he  considered  absolutely 
necessary.  If  the  honorable  gentlemen,  the  seven 
leaders  of  the  Opposition,  be  agreed  to  make  up  a 
majority  consisting  of  honorable  gentlemen  who 
have  no  mind  of  their  own,  who  have  no  con- 
science of  their  own,  then  of  course  they  are  bound 
to  turn  the  Government  out  iu  time,  because  the 
Government  will  not  attempt  to  hold  office  simply 
for  the  sake  of  holding  office.  They  will  hold 
office  simply  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  their  measures  before  Parliament,  and 
entirely  disclosing  to  the  country  the  jpeal  state  of 
its  aflairs.  And  they  are  perfectly  justified  in 
doing  so  by  parliamentary  precedent,  by  consti- 
tutional practice,  by  self-respect,  and  by  every 
other  consideration  that  ought  to  weigh  with 
gentlemen  in  their  position.  1  do  hope  we  shall 
not  see  this  course  of  obstruction  carried  to  any 
great  length.  If  we  do,  we  cannot  help  it.  There 
are  men  in  this  House  who  have  power  of  endor- 
anoe  and  some  knowledge  of  party  tactics,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  we  skfaU  see  both  thetr  enda- 
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rence  and  their  knowledge  of  parfcy  tactics  exer- 
cised to  the  utmost.  The  Opposition  "will  not  be 
allowed  to  prevent  the  Gk)Teminent  carrying  tlieir 
measures,  or  to  stop  public  business  by  mere  fac- 
tious obstruction,  and  by  what  I  very  much  fear 
is  mere  greed  of  office.  They  think,  I  suppose — 
they  told  us  in  this  House — that  they  could  put 
a  Ministry  in  which  could  carry  on  the  public  busi- 
ness on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  is 
discussing  the    want-of-confidence    motion,  and 

S»ing  beyond  the  immediate  question  before  the 
ouse. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — I  admit  that  I  hare 
transgressed  a  little,  Sir.  Perhaps  I  was  carried 
away  slightly  by  my  feelings.  I  will  not  encronch 
again,  and  shall  sit  down  in  the  course  of  a  rery 
few  minut-es.  All  I  will  say  is  this :  that  I  hare 
observed  with  real  regret  that  honorable  gentle- 
men who  hare  obtained  in  this  House  a  high 
reputation  for  political  ability  and  political 
character  hare  lent  themselves  to  a  proceeding 
which  is  in  reality  nothing  but  pure  obstruction. 
There  was  an  opportunity  to-night  to  get  the 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill  passed — to  get  it  abso- 
lutely passed  and  done  with.  It  might  have 
gone  to  the  Legislative  Council  to-night,  and  I 
did  grieve  to  see — I  am  not  a  bit  surprised  to  see 
some  honorable  gentlemen,  the  honorable  member 
for  Tuapeka,  the  honorable  member  for  Rodney, 
and  some  of  those  lionorable  gentlemen,  act  in 
this  way  :  of  course  it  is  their  cue  to  do  this  kind 
of  Uiing — but,  Sir,  there  are  honorable  gentlemen 
in  this  House  whom  I  am  grieved  to  find  lending 
themselves  io  anything  of  the  sort,  because  they 
will  be  ashamed  and  sorry  for  it  afterwards,  what- 
ever the  issue  may  be.  Party  lines  are  not  so 
marked  in  this  country  yet  that  honorable  gentle- 
men can  afford  to  lend  themselves  to  proceedings 
of  this  kind,  merely  for  a  momentary  attack  on 
those  who  are  in  opposition  to  them  at  the  time  ; 
and  I  was  grieved  to  find  that  there  ooi]]d  be 
found  so  large  a  party  in  this  House  who  would 
lend  themselves  to  such  proceedings  as  we  have 
s«en  tonight.  I  was  glad  to  see  an  honorable 
gentleman  like  the  honorable  member  for  Lyt- 
telton  haTO  the  courage  and  independence  to  act 
as  he  pleased.  I  felt  that  his  explanation  was 
scarcely  necessary,  because  nobody,  certainly  not 
myself,  ever  supposed  for  a  moment  that  his  vote 
to-night  meant  anything  more  than  a  desire  to 
follow  honestly  the  line  he  pledged  himself  to  at 
the  hustings,  and  to  vote  for  the  Triennial  Parlia- 
ments Bill.  I  should  no  more  hare  thought  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  vote  he  gave  to  suggest 
to  him,  or  in  any  way  to  assume,  that  he  was  one 
of  my  party  than  I  would  have  done  anything 
else  that  was  improper.  I  certainly  admired  the 
honorable  gentleman's  conduct  to-night;  and  I 
say  this  :  that,  if  there  had  been  two  or  three  other 
gentlemen  in  the  House  who  would  have  done  as 
he  did,  and  acted  according  io  their  conscience 
instead  of  following  a  very  doubtful  leader,  the 
Bill  by  this  time  would  have  been  as  good  as 
law— a  Bill  which  everybody  wants  to  see  passed, 
hut  which  has  been  seriously  imperilled  by  the 
obetrootive  and  disorderly  action  of  those  honor- 
able gentlemen. 


Mr.  SPEIGHT.- 1  am  not  going  to  answer  the 
honorable  member  for  Geraldine  ;  and  I  will  tell 
you  wliy,  Sir.  Because  a  respected  member  of 
this  House  assures  me  he  is  unanswerable.  The 
honorable  member  for  Bruce  assures  me  positively 
that  he  is  unanswerable ;  and  when  a  gentleman 
of  the  keen  perception  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Bruce  gives  me  that  assurance  I  may  take  it 
for  granted  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in 
it.  But,  before  proceeding  further,  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  I  am  very  much  pleased  indeed 
that,  whatever  (his  debate  may  have  failed  to  do, 
it  has  accomplished  one  thing :  it  has  made  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce  take  a'  side  at  last 
—  it  has  supplied  some  reason  why  he  should 
take  a  side.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the 
introduction  of  a  Drainage  Bill  that  will  satisfy 
him,  or  anjthing  of  that  nature ;  but  certain  it 
is  that  he  has  taken  a  side  at  last ;  and  he  has 
receded  from  the  position  of  holding  the'balance 
so  evenly  that  it  was  impossible  to  know  where  he 
was  going  to  throw  the  straw  that  would  turn  it. 
Therefore  it  is  satisfactory  to  have  done  with 
that,  because  one  now  knows  exactly  what  posi- 
tion to  take  up.  I  think  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's assurance  to  me  is  correct,  that  the  honor* 
able  member  for  Gerald ine  is  unanswerable.  But, 
Sir,  will  you  permit  me  to  say  that,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Geraldine  sits  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  to  me  at  the  present  time,  I  look  upon 
him  to  a  very  largo  extent  as  being  an  excel- 
lent model  for  some  of  those  young  members 
who  are  constantly  being  appealed  to  ?  I  say,  in 
some  respects :  and  I  also  say  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Geraldine  is  a  glaring  example  of  the 
evils  which  young  members  may  rush  into  if  they 
imitate  him.  If  I  might  speak  my  mind  straight 
out  with  regard  to  the  present  position,  I  would 
say,  "  A  plague  o'  both  your  houses."  You  are 
simply  discussing  the  question  of  who  is  to  go 
out  of  office  and  who  is  to  step  into  office,  and  you 
are — at  least  on  this  occasion  one  side  is — afraid 
to  discuss  that  question  by  a  solid  vote.  Now,  I 
will  say,  irrespective  of  party  considerations,  that 
my  idea  of  the  position  is  this :  If  honorable 
gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House 
are  sincere  in  the  statement  they  make  that  they 
desire  that  the  business  of  the  country  should  be 
proceeded  with,  let  them  consent  to  have  the  no- 
confidence  motion  disposed  of.  The  honorable 
member  for  Geraldine  tells  ns  that  what  is  now 
the  Opposition  should  give  the  new  Gt>vernment 
a  fair  chance.  To  do  what.  Sir?  To  mutilate 
and  to  maul  the  measures  introduced  by  other 
people  into  this  House — to  put  them  in  such  a 
state  that  their  own  fathers  and  sponsors  would 
not  know  them — to  put  those  Bills  in  such  a 
position  that  when  they  emerge  from  this  House 
the  people  will  look  at  them  and  say,  "What 
have  we  gained  by  their  passage  ?  "  Is  that  the 
chance  the  honorable  members  want  P  If  so,  I 
trust  it  is  a  chance  this  House  will  never  give 
to  any  Ministry.  But  the  honorable  gentleman 
takes  for  granted  one  thing  which  I  think  is  not 
admitted  by  those  who  look  a  little  deeper.  He 
takes  it  for  granted  that  all  those  things  which  he 
and  other  members  have  been  quoting  m  enetfy 
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analogoaa  to  tbe  present  position  are  analogous. 
Now,  I  am  not  thoroughly  rersed  in  pDrliaroentarj 
matters,  but  I  am  a  little  Tersed  in  regard  to  the 
present  position,  and  I  saj  it  is  this :  that  honor- 
able members  come  down  and  table  on  amend- 
ment to  the  Address  in  replj  to  the  Govenior's 
Speech  —  an  amendment  which,  on  its  face, 
bears  this  impress :  "  We  want  a  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  present  Ministry" — an  aniendment 
which,  apart  from  what  it  bears  on  its  face,  was 
distinctly  framed  in  order  to  gain  Totes,  and 
which  did  gain  rotes  in  consequence  of  its  being 
so  framed ;  and  an  amendment  which,  having 
been  proved  to  be  false  in  the  promise  which  was 
held  out,  lost  the  rotes  of  those  who  formerly 
voted  for  it.  I  think  that  that  is  the  starting- 
point  to  go  from,  and,  until  we  take  that  starting- 
point,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  judge  of  the 
results  with  regard  to  voting  hereafter.  Honor- 
able members  may  think  tliat  it  is  a  perfectly 
dignified  course  to  adopt  to  speak  of  other  honor- 
able gentlemen,  who  give  their  votes  as  con- 
scientiously and  as  honestly  as  they  do,  os  ''wob- 
bling'* across  the  floor  of  this  House.  I  said  at 
the  beginning  of  my  remarks  that  I  was  anxious 
to  take  the  honorable  member  for  Oeraldine  as  a 
model ;  but  I  do  trust  that,  whatever  model  we 
young  members  in  this  House  may  follow,  it  will 
not  be  one  that  lays  down  such  a  very  injurious 
course.  I  do  not  think  that,  because  an  honorable 
gentleman  in  this  House  chooses  to  record  his 
vote  in  a  certain  way,  he  should  be  open  to  such  a 
statement  and  such  an  insinuation  as  that  he  was 
prepared  to  "  wobble  "  back  again.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  objects  to  the  course  which  is 
being  pursued  by  the  Opposition.  Why  P  Be- 
cause, he  says,  they  have  got  no  leader,  or,  having 
a  leader  for  to-day,  that  leader  is  not  there  to- 
morrow. I  wish  to  hold  out  an  inducement  to 
the  honorable  gentleman — an  inducement  of  a 
character  which,  I  think,  will  havo  full  weight 
with  him,  and  that  is,  that  he  ought  to  join  our 
party  as  quickly  as  possible  in  the  hope  that 
that  dog  '*  will  have  its  day."  If  these  honorable 
gentlemen  are  to  be  leaders  for  a  day,  perhaps 
there  may  be  an  opening  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  the  same  capacity.  All  I  can  say  is  that, 
if  those  honorable  gentlemen  he  named  have  a 
following,  the  tail  that  will  follow  the  honorable 
member  for  Geraldine  vrill  be  very  small  indeed. 
I  may  further  say  that,  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man opposite  means  to  infer,  or  to  lead  this 
House  to  believe,  that  the  Opposition  are  in 
a  disorganixed  state,  he  never  made  a  greater 
mistake  in  hit  life.  If  he  means  to  infer  that 
there  are  divided  counsels,  he  makes  a  great 
mistake.  If  h^  tells  the  House  that,  he  is  lead- 
ing honorable  members  into  an  error — an  error 
wihoh,  I  think,  will  be  proved,  not  to  his  entire 
satisfaction,  but  to  his  entire  conviction,  before 
many  days  are  over  his  head.  I  will  not  lay 
claim  to  that  keenness  of  perception  which  can 
see  right  through  a  man,  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man does.  He  states  that  he  watched  the  late 
Kative  Minister  and  saw  exactly  what  was  pass- 
ing through  that  honorable  gentleman's  mind 
in  consequence  of  the  different  positions  which 
he  baa  taken  up  in  the  House  to-day— first  in 
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one  place  and  then  in  another.  I  would  like  to 
ask,  if  some  great  seer  were  to  look  through  the 
honorable  member  for  Geraldine,  what  he  would 
think  of  the  change  of  opinion  which  that 
honorable  gentleman  has  expressed  on  the  dif- 
ferent subjects  which  have  been  discussed  in  this 
House,  and  what  he  would  think  of  the  posi- 
tion ho  has  taken  with  regard  to  party  govern- 
ment in  this  country — having  stood  behind  one 
party  to-day  and  being  prepared  to  support 
another  party  to-morrow.  It  appears  to  me  his 
proper  place  is  in  opposition,  and,  though  he 
supports  the  Government  at  the  present  time,  I 
believe  ultimately  he  i^^ill  be  found  in  opposition, 
no  matter  what  Government  is  in  power.  And 
I  SBy,  Long  mny  he  continue  po.  I  believe  ho  is 
a  most  useful,  able,  and  active  member  of  Opposi- 
tion, and  it  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  mistakes 
ho  ever  made  in  his  life  for  him  to  support  tho 
Government.  I  hope  he  will  tee  the  matter  in 
that  light,  and  will  devote  the  abilities  he  possesses 
to  criticising  clearly  and  fully,  and  by  no  means 
in  a  friendly  manner,  the  action  of  every  Govern- 
ment that  comes  into  power.  He  objects  to  cer- 
tain honorable  members  having  such  easy  con- 
sciences that  they  can  "  wobble"  across  the  floor  of 
this  House  from  opposite  sides  to  those  to  which 
they  had  "  wobbled"  before.  And  why  ?  Because 
they  had  done  outrage  to  their  consciences  by 
votinff  against  gentlemen  at  whose  festive  board 
they  had  snt  on  the  occasion  of  a  certain  party 
spread.  Well,  it  is  too  bad,  when  jou  look  at  it, 
that  honorable  gentlemen  should  go  and  sit  under 
their  mahogany  and  hob-nob  with  them,  and  then 
vote  against  them  !  Really,  I  put  it  to  honorable 
members,  is  it  not  too  bad  P  All  I  say  is,  that  I 
hope  that  on  any  future  occasion  those  honorable 
gentlemen  will  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  to 
call  their  people  round  them  and  analyze  the 
characters  of  the  guests  they  invite  to  their  festive 
board,  in  order  to  see  if  it  is  possible  that  they 
may  "wobble"  into  the  Opposition  lobby  after- 
wards. But  it  appears  to  me  that,  when  honor- 
able gentlemen  appeal  to  such  a  low  standard, 
and  say  that,  because  a  man  has  eaten  at  the 
board  of  another  man,  therefore  he  is  to  vote 
with  him  when  appealed  to  —  when  honorable 
gentlemen  do  that,  they  are  driven  to  the  last 
resource  to  catch  votes.  It  appears  to  me,  fur- 
thermore, that  it  would  have  been  much  better, 
and  certainly  much  more  politic,  if  the  honorable 
gentlemen  had  waited  until  the  victory  vras  se- 
cured, and  had  afterwards  had  their  enjoyment 
over  the  festive  board.  But,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, honorable  gentlemen  must  not  feel 
aggrieved  if  not  only  one  or  two,  but  half-a- 
dozen,  are  to  be  found,  when  the  next  want-of- 
confideuce  motion  comes  on,  in  the  Opposition 
lobby,  who  have  sat  at  the  festive  board  with 
them;  and  I  trust  a  number  of  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  are  in  that  position  will  not 
be  frightened  or  intimidated  in  the  least  by  the 
threat  held  out  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Gkraldine,  but  will  honestly  do  their  duty  to  the 
country  and  to  the  constitueucies  who  sent  them 
here.  Now  we  have  to  deal  in  this  transac- 
tion with  what  is  called  "  constitutional  govem- 
It  appcMTt  that  whenever  a  man  wanta  a 
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nioe-soanding  tenn  with  regard  to  these  things 
he  applies  that  of  ''constitutional  gOTemment." 
Tou  may  mean  one  thing  \>j  it,  and  honorahle 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  may  mean  quite 
another  thing:  therefore  it  is  a  perfectly  safe 
expression.  With  regard  to  the  present  dispute, 
or  the  present  contest,  it  appears  to  me  it  is  not 
a  question  of  constitutional  goyeroment,  hut  a 
question  of  sound  common  sense  with  a  large 
numher  of  memhers ;  and  I  put  it  in  this  light 
to  the  common  sense  of  honorahle  memhers :  Is  it 
reasonable  that  a  Ministry  which  has  taken  its 
place  on  those  benches  through  a  false  repre- 
sentation of  the  ultimate  intentions  of  those  who 
proposed  the  amendment  by  which  it  gained  its 
place,  is  to  be  permitt^  to  fortify  itself  in  the 
stronghold  of  office,  when  it  does  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  this  House  ?  It  appears  to  me  that 
members  hare  only  sot  to  look  at  the  thing  just 
for  a  moment,  and  they  must  see  it  in  this  light : 
that,  were  the  Opposition  to  permit  those  gentle- 
men to  strengthen  and  solidify  themselves  upon 
those  seats,  they  would  not  be  doing  their  duty 
to  the  country.  I  will  tell  you  why.  The  reason 
is  this  :  that  the  struggle  for  the  permanent  pos- 
session of  those  benches  is  to  be  fought  out  after 
this  debate  is  closed.  Therefore  it  is  all  nonsense 
for  members  to  throw  hints  out  that  this  mea- 
sure must  be  forced  through,  and  everything  else 
Sut  on  one  side.  That  Bill  is  not  in  the  sli^test 
anger  of  being  lost,  if  honorable  members  on 
that  side  of  the  Houeo  mean  what  they  say,  be- 
cause members  of  the  Opposition  are  sincere  in 
their  desire  that  that  Bill  shall  be  made  law  this 
session.  I  believe  some  honorable  gentlemen  de- 
sire to  get  home  as  quickly  as  possible :  if,  how- 
ever, members  are  not  prepared  to  come  here  and 
carry  out  in  a  legitimate  manner  the  business  of 
the  country,  they  ought  to  say  so  to  their  consti- 
tuents ;  but  those  of  us  who  are  not  prepared  to 
shimt  the  business,  but  are  prepared  to  stand  by 
to  the  last  and  do  the  work,  ought  to  have  none 
of  those  threats  held  out  to  us.  The  -  Colonial 
Treasurer  told  us  plainly  that,  if  things  were  to 
go  on  in  this  manner,  these  Bills  would  never  be 
passed :  in  other  words,  if  they  are  forced  into 
the  position  into  which  we  shall  at  once  force 
them,  they  will  offer  opposition  which  cannot  be 
overcome.  Well,  I  say  no  member  ought  to  be 
influenced  by  such  threats  as  that.  Let  us  come 
here  to  do  our  duty,  and  let  us  do  it  honestly, 
intelligently,  and  faithfully,  no  matter  at  what 
sacrifice  of  time  to  ourselves  personally.  An 
honorable  member  opposite  says  we  have  re- 
sorted, or  have  attempted  to  resort,  or  desire  to 
resort,  to  snatch  divisions,  and  that  we  have 
broken  pairs.  Well,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  one 
of  the  most  important  things  in  this  House  is  the 
honor  of  its  members — that,  if  members  make  a 
certain  agreement,  of  necessity  that  agreement 
must  be  kept  at  all  hazards,  whatever  be  the 
effect  to  party.  Now,  I  take  the  references  of 
the  honorable  member  opposite  to  be  to  the  case 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Wairarapa,  and,  if 
he  means  to  infer  that  there  was  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  that  member  of  the  Opposition 
to  break  his  pair  in  that  case,  he  is  stating  that 
which  is  not  the  fact.    I  was  present  when  the 
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honorable  gentleman  vrith  whom  he  paired  dis- 
tinctly stated  his  intention  of  bein^  present  at 
the  division  to-night ;  and  I  think  it  is  altogether 
ungenerous,  and  calculated  to  have  a  most  in- 
jurious effect  upon  the  arrangements  made  by 
members  of  this  House,  if  these  unfounded 
aspersions  are  to  be  levelled  at  honorable  mem- 
bers. The  honorable  member  for  Geraldine 
ought  not  to  have  made  the  assertion  he  did 
mue. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  —  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  the  honorable  member  does  not 
know  what  he  is  talking  about.  I  referred  to 
another  matter  altogether,  and  the  honorable 
member  is  entirely  wrong. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.—That  is  the  only  case  that 
has  occurred  this  session  that  I  am  aware  of.  Of 
course,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he  did  not 
mean  that,  it  must  be  so.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man further  says  we  want  a  smart  division.  Of 
course  we  do.  Ancl  why  do  we  vrant  it?  Not 
for  the  reason  the  honorable  gentleman  assigns. 
The  honorable  gentleman  thinlu  that  what  is  now 
an  assured  majority  will  melt  into  a  minority 
if  the  time  be  taken  up.  But  will  that  be  so  P 
The  members  of  the  party  of  which  I  am  but 
a  humble  unit  hold  a  different  opinion.  No 
amount  of  insinuations  with  regard  to  corrupt 
practices  the  proofs  of  which  are  said  to  be  con- 
tained in  those  mysterious  pigeon-holes  will  weigh 
with  any  one  who  wishes  to  do  his  dutj  —  no 
amount  of  mud-throwing  will  blacken,  unless  the 
mud  is  made  to  stick.  Unless  these  honorable 
gentleman  are  in  a  position  to  prove  the  charges 
they  make  they  have  no  right  to  make  them,  and, 
once  having  made  them,  woe  betide  those  making 
the  charges  if  they  do  not  in  some  measure  sub- 
stantiate them.  There  is  not  a  man  who  has  a 
seat  in  this  House  who  would  not  condenm  them : 
but  that  is  not  the  only  condenmation  from  which 
they  will  have  to  suffer.  To  oast  aspersions  upon 
the  character  of  those  who  have  held  office  for 
the  past  two  years,  by  accusing  them  of  being 
guilty  of  the  conduct  which  is  covertly  imputed 
to  them,  must  recoil  upon  the  accusers  if  these 
assertions  are  not  proved.  There  is  not  an  honor- 
able member  of  this  House  who  would  not  re- 
gret the  proceedings  of  men  who  could  stoop 
so  low ;  but  not  only  that,  instant  condem- 
nation would  fall  upon  them  throughout  the 
country  at  large.  Furthermore,  I  do  not  think 
it  is  calculated  to  encourage  that  public  spirit, 
that  spirit  which  should  characterize  our  pub- 
lic men  —  and  there  are  men  of  high  principle 
on  both  sides  of  the  House — if  such  aspersions 
are  cast  out  without  any  attempt  being  made  to 
prove  them ;  and  certainly  it  does  not  become 
honorable  gentlemen  who  profess  to  be  able  to 
teach  us  young  members  what  our  duty  ought  to 
be  to  throw  out  such  insinuations  without  at- 
tempting to  prove  that  their  charges  are  well 
grounded.  The  honorable  gentleman  made  one 
other  assertion,  with  which  I  must  agree.  He 
said  that,  if  he  occupied  a  position  on  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  benches,  no  motion  which  the  Opposition 
could  bring  forward  would  stir  him  from  those 
seats  until  he  pleased.  I  believe  him  ;  but  I  do 
hope  that,  whatever  mistake  this  House  may 
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make,  it  will  neyer  make  the  mistake  of  patting 
any  men  there  who  seek  to  obtain  office  and  keep 
in  office  because  thej  have  a  certain  object  that 
they  wish  to  carry  out.  It  appears  to  me  that 
when  Ministers,  baring  been  defeated  by  a  small 
majority,  took  the  course  of  tendering  their  resig- 
nations to  the  Governor,  and  when  the  new  Minis- 
try was  not  reconstructed  upon  the  lines  clearly 
laid  down  by  the  House  for  its  reconstruotiou,  it 
is  quite  proper  that  that  new  Ministry  should  bo 
met  by  a  vote  of  no-confidence,  and  that  that 
TOte  should  be  disposed  of  either  in  their  farour 
or  against  them.  Until  that  is  done,  it  is  utterly 
impossible  that  any  business  can  be  done,  and 
the  eooner  a  conclusion  is  come  to  the  better  for 
members,  and  the  sooner  the  session  will  be 
closed.  I  can  only  conclude  by  thanking  the 
honorable  gentleman  for  the  splendid  example 
which  he  gi?es  us  as  young  statesmen.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  him  in  that  respect.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  I  must  add  that  we  have  studied  too 
carefully  Uie  antecedents  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  follow  his  precepts  in  all  things. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  do  not  rise  to  reply  to 
the  speech  we  have  just  heard.  Wo  have  had 
a  very  handsome  lecture  read  to  the  House  by 
a  very  young  member  —  one  of  those  gentlemen 
who,  the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  led  us  to  believe,  were  to  be  such  an  orna- 
ment to  the  House.  I  am  glad  the  House  has 
had  the  opportunity  of  listening  to  the  honorable 
eentleman  and  forming  an  opinion  of  him.  He 
has  been  paraded  to  us  as  one  of  the  great  ex- 
amples of  the  "working-man"  who  are  coming  down 
here  to  improve  matters  so  greatly ;  but  I  think 
that  in  his  speech  to-night  he  has  made  a  great 
mistake,  and  that  he  will  be  known  in  future  as 
the  "  talking-man."  There  is  one  great  mistake 
he  made,  which  did  not  originate  with  him. 
It  came  first  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Totara,  but  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East  has  repeated  it ;  and  this  is  the 
statement  I  wish  to  reler  to.  It  is  this :  that  the 
motion  carried  at  the  instance  of  my  honorable 
friend  the  Premier  distinctly  pointed  to  a  re- 
construction of  the  late  Ministry ;  that  the  House 
adopted  it  with  the  intention  that  tlie  Ministry 
should  be  reconstructed ;  and  that,  therefore,  as 
there  has  been  no  reconstruction,  this  Ministry 
does  not  satisfy  the  conditions  of  the  vote  of  the 
House.  Let  me  answer  that  statement  in  this 
way  :  If  there  was  any  one  declaration  from  the 
late  occupants  of  the  Ministerial  benches  which 
was  more  emphatic  than  another,  which  was  more 
unqualified  tiian  another,  it  was  that  the  late 
Ministry  would  be  parties  to  no  reconstruction. 
The  House  carried  the  resolution  in  the  face  of 
that  well-remembered  declaration,  that  no  mem- 
bers of  that  Ministry  would  assist  in  any  recon- 
struction. 

An  Hon.  Membeh. — Coalition. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— They  would  admit  neither 
of  coalition  nor  reconstruction ;  and  at  the  meeting 
of  members  of  the  party  this  resolution  was  come 
to :  that  there  should  be  neither  one  nor  the  other. 
That  was  distinctly  understood,  and  I  absolutely 
denv  that  any  man  gave  his  vote  in  the  dark,  or 
in  the  belief  that  there  would  be  any  reconstruc. 
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tion  of  the  old  Ministry.  It  was  thoroughlT  wdl 
known  that,  if  that  resolution  was  earned,  the 
necessary  consequence  would  be  that  the  leader 
of  the  party  who  proposed  that  resolution  would 
be  sent  for,  and  that  he  must  construct  a  Minis- 
try. There  is  one  other  thing  I  should  like  to 
refer  to :  indeed,  it  was  mainly  to  refer  to  tlua 
that  I  rose.  The  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East  has  taken  upon  himself  to  speak  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce  in  a  way  in  which 
no  member  who  has  not  spent  his  (ir&t  session  in 
the  House  should  speak  of  an  old  member.  I 
have  worked  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Bruce  on  both  sides  of  the  House  for  many  years 
past,  and  I  say  that  there  is  not  a  better  party 
man  in  the  House  than  the  honorable  member  for 
Bru(!e.  I  am  aware  that  there  is  always  a  great 
difficulty  in  reconciling  party  obligations  with 
individual  feelings  and  opinions,  especially  when 
a  young  member  comes  into  the  House ;  but  this 
I  say :  that  no  member  in  the  House  has  more 
consistently  and  conscientiously  exercised  his  own 
judgment,  and  at  the  same  time  complied  with 
party  obligations,  than  the  honorable  member  for 
Bruce.  And  yet  we  are  told,  by  an  honorable  mem- 
ber who  has  scarcely  made  his  appearance  in  the 
House,  that  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  does 
not  know  his  own  mind,  and  is  capable  of  changing 
his  opinion  without  axiy  occasion  whatever. 

Mr.  STEWART.— I  had  hoped  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Parliament  would  be  carried  on 
with  that  courtesy  and  gentlemanly  conduct 
which  have  hitherto  characterized  it ;  but  I  regret 
very  much  to  notice  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Gerald  ine  has  adopted  a  course  which  will  not 
tend  to  perpetuate  good  feeling  in  the  House. 
Such  a  speech  as  his  can  only  be  accounted  for  by 
supposing  it  to  be  a  post-prandial  speech ;  and, 
if  we  are  to  take  his  dictum  as  to  what  is  to  be 
the  proper  rule  of  conduct,  where  are  we  to  go 
for  his  successor  ?  The  honorable  gentleman  has 
presumed  to  dictate  to  members  of  tliis  House 
the  latchet  of  whose  shoes  he  is  unworthy  to 
loose ;  he  1ms  dictated  a  course  that  shows  clearly 
this :  that  he  can  become  a  zealous  advocate  A 
one  side  of  the  House  because  those  on  the  other 
side  Imve  not  been  able  properly  to  recognize  his 
merits.  He  finds  himself  in  this  position,  that,  if 
he  deserts  the  party  with  which  he  is  at  present 
connected,  he  is  nowhere.  That  is  his  position. 
He  must  remain  where  he  is,  or  sink  into  oblivion. 
I  always  find,  Sir,  that,  no  matter  how  very  ably, 
how  very  seriously,  and  how  very  satisfactorily* 
the  debates  in  this  House  are  carried  on,  after 
some  adverse  vote  is  carried  there  is  a  species  of 
buffoonery  indulged  in  with  a  view  to  break  the 
fall,  and  some  gentleman  is  introduced  for  the 
purpose  of  acting  the  appropriate  part.  We  have 
been  treated  to-night  to  a  scene  of  that  kind ;  but, 
though  the  remarks  made  were  uttered  no  doubt 
with  a  view  to  provoking  some  discussion,  and 
perhaps  to  producing  some  irritation  of  feeling,  I 
am  not  going  to  allow  it  to  warp  my  better  judg- 
ment by  now  declaring  that  I  shall  do  this,  that, 
or  something  else,  because  an  insulting  speech  has 
been  made  affecting  the  character  of  any  honorable 
gentleman.  And  now  with  regard  to  myself.  On 
the  present  occasion  my  course  is  perfectly  i 
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factory  to  my  conscience,  perfectly  satisfactory  to 
the  jadgment  of  my  friends  wnose  opinions  I 
respect,  and  ultimately  will  be  satisfactory  to 
the  intelligent  and  thinking  men  in  the  House. 
What  did  I  come  here  for  ?  Did  I  not  tell  my 
constituents  that  I  came  here  for  a  special  pur- 
pose—a particular  purpose — and  that  was  to  oust, 
if  possible,  a  rery  distinguished  statesman,  Sir 
George  Grey,  in  whose  administratire  ability  I 
had  no  confidence?  I  respected,  as  I  told  my 
constituents,  the  distinguished  services  which  that 
statesman  had  rendered  the  British  nation,  and 
I  always  regarded  him  as  a  gentleman  whose 
character  was  in  eyery  respect  unassailable.  All 
I  said,  and  now  state  openly,  was  that  I  had  no 
confidence  in  that  gentleman's  administratiye 
abihty.  I  may  be  right  or  1  may  be  wrong  in 
that  opinion.  Subject  to  that  qualification,  I  told 
my  constituents  that  I  was  prepared  to  support 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  given  notice 
of  a  Tote  of  no-confidence ;  and  is  it  to  be  said 
that,  because  I  independently  carry  out  the  line 
of  action  I  declared  to  my  constituents,  I  am 
doing  something  that  is  open  to  doubt?  When 
I  came  here  I  attended  no  caucus  meetings  of 
the  present  Ck>Temment  party;  I  was  not  con- 
sulted as  to  the  amendment  moved  to  the  Ad- 
dress in  Beply;  and  I  do  not  wish  to  commit 
myself  in  any  way  as  to  any  future  conduct 
I  may  think  proper  to  pursue.  I  shall  exercise 
an  independent  discretion  as  to  what  course  I 
shall  take  in  the  future.  Now,  what  was  that 
Tot^  of  want  of  confidence  ?  It  was  a  Totc  of 
want  of  confidence  in  the  Ministry  as  then  con- 
stituted. What  was  the  logical  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  from  the  motion  ?  It  was  this :  that 
honorable  members  were  fiiirly  entitled  to  expect 
that  an  effort  would  be  made  to  reconstruct  that 
Ministry;  and  is  it  to  be  said  that,  because  I 
Toted  with  that  party  in  order  to  accomplish 
the  avowed  purpose  for  which  I  came  to  this 
House,  I  am  to  be  tied  to  the  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  voted  on  that  occasion  through  the 
whole  of  their  career?  I  claim  for  myself  that 
the  moment  that  the  vote  was  carried  I  was 
perfectly  free  in  every  respect  to  select  from  this 
House  any  gentleman  whom  I  could  follow  with 
confidence ;  and  to  snppose  that  I  must  act  the 
part  of  some  jackal  in  blindly  following  a  certain 
gentleman  is  simply  to  suppose  that  I  could  be 
guilty  of  a  thing  of  which  1  should  be  ashamed. 
I  do  not  wish,  of  course,  to  allow  my  feelings  to 
carry  me  away  in  any  way  by  saying  anything 
which,  on  more  mature  reflection,  I  might  re- 

r!t ;  but  this  I  do  say :  that  the  present  Premier, 
think,  ought  fairly  to  have  endeavoured  to 
bring  about  what  was  really  intended  by  that 
amendment — that  he  ought  to  have  made  some 
effort  to  carry  out  that  resolution ;  and  that, 
had  he  failed  in  doing  so,  his  duty  was  to  tell 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  that  he  was  unable 
to  carry  out  the  resolution  of  the  House.  I 
may  submit  to  this  House,  without  saying  any- 
thing whatever  reflecting  on  the  present  Premier, 
that  I  think  any  one  in  his  position  would  have 
said,  "  Your  Excellency,  you  have  sent  for  me ; 
I  am  unable  to  give  effect  to  this  amendment; 
•nd  I  now  tender  you  the  commission  which  you 


gave  me  ;"  and  then  His  Excellency  would  have 
been  entitled  to  communicate  with  any  gentle- 
man in  this  House  whom  he  thought  worthy  of 
its  confidence.  But  what  do  we  find  ? — that  the 
Premier  (Mr.  Hall)  wrongly  conceived  that  that 
resolution  entitled  him,  without  consulting  the 
House  or  getting  an  explanation  from  His  Excel- 
lency, to  select  a  Ministry  of  his  own  choice ;  and, 
if  he  has  chosen  such  a  Ministry,  he  must  stand 
the  consequences.  If  the  Ministry  of  his  choice 
does  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the  House,  the 
House  is  clear! V  entitled  to  pass  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence  on  the  question.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
need  refer  to  anything  further,  beyond  this  :  that 
a  good  deal  has  been  said  about  constitutional 
law.  Every  person  seems  to  be  well  versed  in  con- 
stitutional law ;  they  quote  Todd,  and  suppose 
all  the  knowledge  in  the  world  on  the  subject  is 
in  that  book.  Now,  I  venture  to  say  this  :  that, 
whatever  authorities  may  be  brought  before  this 
House — something  like  seventy  or  eighty  years 
old — they  are  not  to  be  taken  as  absolutely  bind- 
ing on  the  House.  The  principle  throughout  all 
these  precedents  I  take  to  be  this  :  that  the  voice 
of  a  representative  Assembly  of  the  people  is  the 
supreme  voice  ;  and  that  whatever  expression  of 
opinion  this  A^ssembly  gives  His  Excellency,  he, 
as  the  representative  of  Her  Majesty,  will  give 
effect  to,  without  inquiring  whether  that  reso- 
lution has  been  come  to  on  sufficient  grounds  or 
not.  This  Assembly  I  take  to  be  the  representa- 
tive Assembly  of  the  people.  The  Executive  are 
the  mere  agents  of  tl>is  Assembly  ;  and,  if  the 
Assembly  has  no  confidence  in  its  agents,  it  is 
entitled  at  any  time  to  withdraw  its  authority, 
and  say,  "  We  shall  no  longer  intrust  you  with 
the  power  attaching  to  your  office,'*  and  confer 
the  power  upon  some  other  gentlemen.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  proper  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion. And  to  say  that  this  Ministry,  or  any  other 
Ministry,  is  to  remain  in  office  in  defiance  of  the 
express  wish  of  this  House  is  to  use  threats,  I 
think,  which  will  not  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  this  House,  or  of  any  other  representative 
Assembly.  His  Excellency  is  no  doubt  entitled 
to  select  a  gentleman  from  this  House  to  construct 
a  Ministry,  but  it  is  always  upon  the  assumption 
that  that  Ministry  will  prove  satisfactory  to  the 
House  ;  and,  if  it  is  not  satisfactory,  this  House 
will  not  hesitate  to  express  its  opinion  on  that 
question.  Sir,  I  was  extremely  grieved  to  hear 
threats  of  that  kind  held  out — threats  which  may 
be  fortified  by  some  extraneous  rumours  as  to 
what  will  be  done  in  respect  to  the  honorable 
gentlemen  opposite  holding  their  seats.  I  say 
that  no  Ministry  can  constitutionally  occupy  seats 
on  those  benches  for  any  time  after  the  House 
has  given  expression  of  its  want  of  confidence  in 
them. 

Mr.  MURRAY.— Sir,  I  did  not  intend  to  take 
part  in  this  debate  ;  but  reference  has  been  made 
to  me  by  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East.  That  honorable  member  is  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  class  he  represents  —  members 
who  support  persons  instead  of  principles,  and 
oppose  men  rather  than  measures.  I  am  not 
going  to  be  drawn  by  the  honorable  member  into 
this  very  irregular  debate  ;  and  I  regret,  Sir,  that 
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Tou  should  haye  pansifcted  one  honorable  mem- 
ber to  80  far  forget  and  transgress  the  rules  of 
Parliament  as  to  introduce  matters  so  foreign, 
and  thus  cause  the  unfortunate  discussion  which 
has  taken  place  to-daj»  and  which  was  altogether 
irrelevant  to  the  question — namelj,  the  second 
r^ing  of  the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill.  All 
I  trust  is,  that  this  will  be  preyented  on  future 
occasions.  I  will  take  another  opportunity  to 
yindicate  my  position,  when  the  question  of  a 
yote  of  want  of  confidence  is  before  the  House ; 
but  I  think  mj  consistency  will  not  be  called 
in  question  by  any  honorable  member  who  has 
experience  of  me  in  this  House. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.—The  House  has  unmis- 
takably expressed  its  opinion  that  this  debate 
should  be  adjourned  until  Tuesday.  I  think  it 
had  better  be  so.  On  this  side  of  the  House,  we 
do  not  wish  to  waste  further  time,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  allow  the  adjournment  to  take  place 
at  once.  In  the  meantime,  the  G-overnment  may 
think  better  of  it,  and  on  Tuesday  allow  us  to 
bring  forward  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence. 
No  time  should  be  lost  That  must  come,  and 
will  come,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Tuesday. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  nine  o'clock 
p.m. 


LEaiSLATIVE  COUNCIL, 

Tuesday,  l^h  October,  1879. 

First  BeAdinc— New  Member— Mioisteritl   Statement— 
Railwaj   Oontraots  —  Audit   of  Fablio    Companiet' 


Aoooonta— Timber  Imports. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaysbs. 

FIRST  EEADINa 
Awatere  Shearing  Beserye  Bill. 

NEW  MEMBER. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  F.  Whitakeb  was  introduced, 
and  took  the  oath. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER.— Sir,  I  desire  to 
make  to  the  Oouncil  a  short  statement  explaining 
the  position  I  am  in  as  regards  the  Goyemment. 
and  also  the  position  the  Goyemment  is  in.  The 
Council  no  aoubt  is  well  aware  that  during  the 
last  week  the  Ministry  of  which  Sir  Gt^oi^e  Grey 
was  Premier  went  out  of  office,  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall  was  sent  for  by  His  Excellency  to  form  a 
Gt>yemment,  and  that  he  has  done  so.  Mr.  Hall 
himself  is  Premier;  I  am  Attorney •  Cbneral ; 
Major  Atkinson  is  Treasurer  ;  Mr.  RoUeston, 
Minister  of  Education  and  Justice,  and  holding 
other  offices  as  well;  Mr.  Bryce,  Minister  for 
Natiye  Affairs;  and  Mr.  Oliyer,  Minister  for 
Public  Works.  Such  is  the  Ministry  in  office  at 
the  present  time.  There  is  one  yaoant  portfolio, 
and  also  a  yacanoy  in  the  Executiye  Council. 
These  would  haye  been  filled  up  before  this,  but, 
as  matters  stand,  it  would  perhaps  not  be  a 
Mr,  Murray 


pleasant  thing  to  ofier  to  any  gentleman  a  Beat 
under  such  circumstances  as  those  which  at  pre- 
sent exist,  and  therefore,  until  something  definite 
is  done  in  another  place,  the  offices  wiU  not  be 
filled  up.  Although  I  haye  to-day  been  intro- 
duced into  this  Council,  at  the  same  time  I  may 
say  it  is  not  the  first  time  I  haye  held  a  seat 
here.  I  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
Legislatiye  Council  of  New  Zealand.  In  1853, 
Sir  George  Grey,  being  then  Goyemor  of  New 
Zealand,  appointed  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swainaon, 
the  Hon.  Captain  Kenny  (now  Colonel  Kenny), 
and  myself  as  the  first  three  members  of  this 
Council.  Colonel  Kenny,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  in 
such  a  state  of  health  as  not  to  be  able  to  take  his 
seat  during  this  session.  Mr.  Swainson  objects 
to  tra?elling  by  sea,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that 
the  Council  will  not  again  see  him  sitting  here. 
Therefore  I  am  the  only  one  of  the  three  now  in 
the  Council — how  long  I  may  be  here  I  do  not 
know.  Our  appointments  were  dated  May,  but 
before  the  first  sitting  of  the  Council  was  held  a 
number  of  other  members  were  appointed.  Some 
of  them  I  see  now  in  the  Council  —  the  Hon. 
Major  Richmond  and  the  Hon.  Sir  Francis  Dillon 
Bell.  All  the  other  members  of  that  first  Council 
are  now  absent,  some  being  out  of  the  colony,  and 
many  dead.  Although  I  haye  to-day  been  intro- 
duced as  a  new  member,  really  I  am  what  may  be 
termed  renoyated,  for  I  previously  for  some  years 
represented  the  Government  in  the  Legislatiye 
Council.  During  that  time  I  endeayoured  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  Council  satisfactorily, 
and  I  appeal  to  my  honorable  friends  who  were 
then  in  the  Council  with  me  whether  I  did  not 
conduct  the  business  satisfactorily.  At  any  rate, 
I  neyer  had  any  unpleasantness  with  the  Speaker, 
with  the  Council,  or  with  any  member  of  it. 
The  business  was  conducted  so  far  satisfactorily 
then,  and  I  hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to  conduct 
the  business  now  in  a  manner  which  shall  he 
satisfactory  to  the  Council.  I  am  aware  that 
the  other  day  an  honorable  gentleman  who  is 
sitting  opposite — the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore — 
took  some  exception  to  my  appointment.  Well,  it 
may  haye  been  reasonable,  but  when  I  explain  ihe 
circumstances  which  led  to  my  appointment  he 
will  see  that  I  haye  stopped  gaps  which  could  not 
otherwise  haye  been  stopped,  and  that  therefore 
my  appointment  was,  as  it  were,  necessary.  In  the 
first  place,  it  was  necessary  that  the  Gt>yemment 
should  haye  a  representatiye  in  this  Council.  So 
far  as  the  duty  of  representing  the  Gt>yemment 
in  the  Council  is  concerned,  no  doubt  there  are 
gentlemen  in  the  Council  better  able  to  do  that 
than  I  am ;  but  there  were  special  qualifications 
required.  It  was  necessary  that  the  representa- 
tive should  come  from  the  northern  part  of  the 
colony — ^from  Auckland,  in  fact.  No  other  mem- 
ber of  the  Gt>yemment  comes  from  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  it  was  considered  that  I  should 
be  a  reasonable  representative  in  that  respect. 
My  honorable  friend  Dr.  Pollen  no  doubt 
would  have  filled  the  position  so  far ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, there  was  another  qualifioation  re- 
quired, which  was  that  the  member  of  the 
Goyemment  in  the  Council  should  be  a  lawyer, 
inasmuch  as  he  had  to  take  the  position  of 
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AUoroej-Gkneral.  There  wm  no  member  of  Uie 
Council  who  united  these  three  qualifications, 
although  in  other  respects  there  are  plenty  of 
members  of  the  Council  who  could  have  filled 
the  position  much  better  than  I  can  hope  to 
do;  and  therefore  the  Goyemment  thought  it 
Tery  desirable  that  I  should  be  appointed  to  the 
Council  to  represent  the  Qovernment  here,  and 
to  act  as  Attomej>  General.  I  hope  mj  honor- 
able friend  opposite  will  be  eatisfied  with  this 
explanation,  because  I  should  be  sorry  to  hare 
any  exoeption  taken  to  me  expressly  by  him. 
Howerer,  looking  at  the  position  I  have  occupied 
already,  and  having  known  him  for  a  great  many 
years,  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  get  on  rery  well 
together.  I  am  quite  sure  my  honorable  friend 
did  not  mean  anything  personal  to  myself  —  I 
am  certain  he  did  not  desire  to  be  personally 
offensiye  in  his  objection,  because,  all  the  years 
we  have  known  each  other,  though  differences  of 
political  opinion  have  occurred,  we  have  never 
nad  a  difference  of  an  unpleasant  nature.  I 
only  hope  that  he  will  be  as  satisfied  with  my 
coming  to  the  Council  as  I  am  satisfied  to  eee 
him    sitting    over    there.     Having    made    this 

rrsonal  explanation,  I  think  it  is  but  right  that 
should  inform  the  Council  as  io  the  course 
which  the  Gh>vemment  intend  to  take  with  re- 
gard to  public  business.  Honorable  members 
are  no  doubt  perfectly  aware  that,  for  some  con- 
siderable time  past — tliat  is  to  say,  for  the  last 
two  or  three  years — a  great  deal  has  been  said 
about  liberal  measures  in  the  way  of  electoral 
reform.  Promises  have  been  made  by  various 
Gbvemments  from  time  to  time  that  certain 
liberal  measures  should  be  introduced.  Such 
measures  have  occasionally  been  introduced  into 
Parliament,  but  they  have  fallen  through  from 
one  reason  or  another.  I  am  not  going  to  de- 
scribe the  way  in  which  the  different  measures 
have  come  to  grief,  but  I  may  say  this:  that 
matters  stand  in  exactly  the  same  position  now  as 
ihey  have  done  for  years  past,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing all  promises  that  have  been  made,  the  electoral 
law  of  the  colony  has  not  been  placed  on  a  proper 
footing.  Very  early  in  the  history  of  this  colony 
— as  long  ago  as  1858 — I  assumed  to  myself  tJ^e 
position  of  being  a  reformer  of  the  electoral  laws, 
and  I  prepared  a  number  of  Bills  for  that  pur- 
pose. Some  were  rejected  by  the  Council,  some 
by  the  House,  and  some  became  law.  I  then 
endeavoured  to  point  out  to  the  Council  that  the 
legislation  I  proposed  was  in  the  direction  in 
which  legislation  must  one  day  or  another  go — 
that  it  was  no  use  putting  it  off,  for  such  legisla- 
tion would  inevitably  come  to  pass — that  we  had 
a  democratic  Constitution,  and  we  should  deal 
with  it  in  that  view.  As  to  the  measures  I  pro- 
posed, whether  they  were  or  whether  they  were 
not  accepted  then,  they  must  be  accepted  some 
day  or  another.  During  the  last  few  years  I 
think  that  the  prediction  I  then  announced  to 
this  Council  has  been  entirely  fulfilled.  Part  of 
the  electoral  reforms  then  proposed  have  been 
eranted.  There  have  been  extensions  of  the 
nanchise :  but  still  a  very  great  deal  remains  to 
be  done;  and  I  trust  that,  when  the  Council 
comes  to  deal  with  suoh  measures  as  the  pre- 


sent Government  will  bring  forward,  they  irill 
brin^  to  their  consideration  a  liberal  spirit.  Im- 
mediately upon  arriving  in  Wellington,  having 
arrived  only  on  Saturday,  I  devoted  my  attention 
to  the  matter  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the 
electoral  measures  on  a  proper  footing.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  I  have  completed  the  various 
measures  which  I  think  are  required,  and  that, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  they  are  printed, 
and  will  in  the  course  of  the  day  be  distributed 
amongst  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  first  measure  to  be  considered  will 
be  in  the  direction  of  repealing  the  whole  of  the 
electoral  law  at  present  in  existence,  so  that  in 
fresh  le^lation  we  may  reduce  our  law  to  nar- 
row limits.  At  present  the  law  governing  elec- 
toral matters  extends  over  twenty  or  thirty  Acts ; 
and  I  must  confess  that,  thougn  a  lawyer,  and 
experienced  as  I  am  in  these  matters,  I  find  it 
is  exceedingly  difficult  to  ascertain  under  what 
particular  Act  particular  steps  are  to  be  taken, 
when  the  Acts  of  Parliament  under  which  we 
proceed  extend  over  twenty-three  or  twenty-four 
years,  and  are  exceedingly  numerous  in  them- 
selves. I  think  it  woidd  be  desirable  that  our 
legislation  on  this  subject  should  be  confined 
within  as  narrow  a  compass  as  possible;  and  a 
measure  has  been  prepared,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Government,  by  myself  for  the  purpose  of 
repealing  all  these  laws.  Then  we  come  to  the 
question  of  what  laws  are  to  be  passed  in  their 
place.  One  of  a  very  important  character  is  that 
which  deals  with  the  question  of  the  franchise. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  and  written  upon  this 
subject  during  the  last  few  years,  and,  to  a  great 
extent,  persons  and  parties  have  been  in  accord  as 
to  what  direction  new  legislation  should  take.  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  that  the  Goyemment  are 
perfectly  agreed  as  to  what  measures  they  will 
submit  to  the  House — these  measures,  of  course, 
being  submitted  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature first,  as  they  are  more  applicable  to  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives  than  to  the  Council; 
and  when  they  come  to  this  Chamber  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  place  before  you  the  reasons  which 
have  induoea  the  GK>yemment  to  take  the  steps 
they  have  done  in  this  direction.  The  Qualifica- 
tion of  Electors  Bill  is  one  of  the  first  to  which  I 
shall  refer.  At  present  there  are  six  or  eight 
different  qualifications.  All  these  are  abolished, 
and  the  qualifications  are  reduced  to  two  simple 
franchises.  One  will  be  that  every  person  having 
a  freehold  estate,  situated  in  any  electoral  district, 
of  £25  in  value  is  entitled  to  register  as  an  elec- 
tor ;  and  every  man  who  has  resided  in  the  colony 
twelve  months,  and  has  resided  in  a  particular 
electoral  district  for  six  months  ,will  also  be  en- 
titled to  the  franchise.  We  shall  by  that  means  get 
rid  of  all  these  various  franchises,  including  that 
most  objectionable  one,  the  miner's  right.  I  do 
not  propose  to  weary  the  Council  by  discussing 
this  measure.  Probably  I  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  that  at  a  future  time,  when  I 
shall  enter  fully  into  the  reasons  which  have 
induoed  the  Government  to  take  this  course. 
One  thing  I  might  mention :  the  Gt>vemment, 
under  my  advice,  has  decided  to  put  these  various 
measures  of  reform  into  separate  Bills.    In  1877 


Digitized  by 


Google 


210 


Minitterial 


[COUNCIL.] 


SM^tnent. 


[Oct.  14 


I  prepared  a  Bill  which  was  intended  to  be  an 
entire  electoral  code.  I  still  belicTe  that  that  i« 
the  best  course  to  follow  ;  but  the  objection  to  it 
is  this :  If  jou  put  all  these  prorisions  into  one 
BUI,  one  man  objects  to  thb  point,  another  man 
objects  to  that  point,  and  so  on,  till  the  result 
is  that  YOU  get  no  Bill  at  all,  and  there  is  no 
electoral  reform.  Therefore  each  particular  sub- 
ject will  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Council  in  a  separate  Bill,  and  then,  if  they 
are  passed,  and  if  I  should  still  continue  to  be 
Attomej-Oeneral,  I  should  desire  to  put  all 
these  separate  Acta  into  one  Act,  lo  that  they 
would  then  form  a  complete  electoral  code.  So 
far  as  regards  the  electoral  law,  that  is  the 
position  of  the  Goremment.  All  of  these  Bills, 
eight  in  number,  are,  with  two  exceptions,  pre- 
pared, and  either  hare  been  distributed  or  will 
be'  distributed  to-daj.  The  Qualification  of 
Electors  Bill  I  have  referred  to.  Then  there 
will  be  the  Regulation  of  Elections  Bill.  That 
will  be  yery  much  liVe  the  present  one.  There 
will,  however,  be  a  few  alterations,  such  as  an 
extension  of  the  hours  of  polling,  and  several 
other  alterations  which  are  of  no  great  conse- 
quence ;  but  the  whole  of  the  present  Act  will  be 
re-written,  with  the  Tiew  of  reducing  its  bulk, 
and  making  the  law  more  clear  than  it  is  at 
present.  Whether  I  have  succeeded  in  doing  so 
u  a  matter  which  will  come  on  for  discussion 
hereafter ;  but,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able,  my 
object  has  simply  been  to  make  the  law  as  clear 
as  possible,  and  to  reduce  it  in  bulk.  The  next 
Bill  to  which  I  shall  have  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  is  the  Registration  of  Electors  Bill. 
Now,  to  my  mind,  the  present  system — and  I 
have  had  some  experience  of  it — is  as  bad  as  it 
can  be.  I  know  of  nothing  more  cumbersome^ 
nothing  more  calculated  to  deter  people  from  tak- 
ing the  trouble  to  put  their  names  on  the  regis- 
ter— than  such  a  system.  Especially  when  we 
come  to  the  Revision  Courts,  and  to  the  examina- 
tion of  witnesses— and  we  know  what  takes  place 
at  these  Courts — I  conceire  that  no  worse  system 
than  our  present  one  could  possibly  be  adopted. 
It  is  true  it  is  the  system  which  has  been  adopted 
in  England,  and  that  it  is  in  operation  at  the  pre- 
sent day ;  but,  nevertheless,  it  is  utterly  unsuited 
to  our  requirements.  It  has  been  the  object  of 
the  Government,  in  considering  this  subject,  to 
establish  a  system  under  whioh  every  man  who 
has  the  qualification  of  an  elector  should  be 
placed  upon  the  electoral  roll,  and  under  which 
every  man  who  has  no  right  to  be  on  the  roll 
shall  be  put  off.  The  mode  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  do  this  is  yerj  simple.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  Registration  Officer  shall  not  be  a  Q-ovem- 
ment  official  holding  numerous  other  offices, 
and  thus  be  unable  to  attend  to  his  duties 
as  Registration  Officer,  but  that  he  shall  be  an 
actiye,  energetic  officer,  appointed  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  name  of  every 
person  entitled  to  vote  is  upon  the  register;  it 
will  be  his  duty  also  to  see  that  every  person 
holding  freehold  to  the  value  of  £25,  or  being  a 
resident  in  the  district  for  six  months  and  in 
the  colony  for  twelve  months,  is  placed  upon 
the  toll.  The  Bill  makes  provision  also  that,  in 
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the  event  of  any  Registrar  not  performing  his 
duty,  and  not  putting  people  upon  the  roll  who 
hare  a  right  to  be  on,  those  people  shall  hare  an 
opportunity  of  making  their  claim  to  be  put  on 
at  any  time,  and  if  the  Registration  Officer  object 
he  may  be  summoned  in  the  ordinary  way  before 
the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  at  any  time  to 
show  cause  why  he  should  not  place  such  persons' 
names  on  the  roll.  When  wc  take  care  that  all 
those  persons  shall  be  put  upon  the  roll  who 
have  a  right  to  be  upon  the  roll,  and  provide  t^iat 
the  roll  shall  be  purged  by  taking  out  summonses 
against  persons  who  have  no  right  to  be  on  the 
roll,  to  compel  them  to  show  cause  why  their 
names  should  not  be  removed  from  the  roll,  I 
think  wo  shall  get  a  system  which  is  simple,  and 
by  which  we  shall  get  on  to  the  roll  all  tnoee  en- 
titled to  be  on  it,  and  keep  off  all  those  who  have 
no  such  right.  That,  at  any  rate,  is  the  object 
of  the  Bill.  Whether  it  will  secure  that  object 
time  alone  will  show.  In  Committee,  perhaps, 
suggestions  may  be  thrown  out  as  to  amendments 
which  would  improve  the  Bill.  There  is  another 
Bill  to  which  I  will  refer,  and  that  is  the  Cor- 
rupt Practices  Bill.  It  is  very  much  the  same  as 
the  English  Act,  but  it  will  be  reduced  in  bulk 
and  made  somewhat  clearer.  Then  there  is  tfa« 
Regulation  of  Elections  Bill .  That  is  not  printed ; 
but  there  is  no  question  of  policy  involved,  its 
object  merely  being  to  make  as  simple  as  possible 
the  recording  of  votes.  It  is  at  the  Printer's 
now.  The  only  other  Bill  to  which  I  shall  call 
attention  is  the  Election  Petitions  Bill.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  Council  will  see,  as  I  have 
seen,  that  the  mode  of  trying  disputed  elections 
—  the  mode  of  trying  election  petitions  —  is,  of 
all  things,  the  most  unsatisfactory.  I  know  of 
no  tribunal  that  is  more  unsatisfactory  than  a 
tribunal  of  certain  members  taken  out  of  the 
HoVise  of  Representatives  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
a  petition  against  the  return  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House.  I  have  sat  on  these  Election 
Committees,  and  I  say  that  they  are  altogether 
unsatisfactory.  They  have  been  found  so  unsatis- 
factory in  England  that  for  some  time  past  jaris- 
diction  in  regard  to  election  petitions  has  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Judges  of  the  superior 
Courts  of  Westminster.  Following,  therefore,  the 
lead  of  England  in  this  matter,  we  have  prepared 
a  measure  for  the  purpose  of  baring  appointed 
the  Judges  here  to  try  election  petitions  as  neariy 
OS  possible  after  the  English  form.  There  are  a 
number  of  provisions  in  the  English  Act  which 
are  not  applicable  to  us;  and  in  preparing  this 
measure  the  object  of  the  Government  was  to 
reduce  the  Bill  t-o  as  small  a  compass  as  poesible. 
Although  I  have  sat  as  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  always  wish  to  speak  of  t^iat 
branch  of  the  Legislature  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible respect,  still  I  cannot  thus  spe^  of  it  with 
reference  to  the  present  system  of  dealing  with 
election  petitions.  These  Election  Committees  are, 
of  all  the  tribunals  I  have  had  to  do  with — and  I 
have  had  to  do  with  a  great  many — the  most 
objectionable.  I  hope  I  am  not  wearying  the 
Council.  I  am  only  desirous  of  explaining  what 
the  Government  of  which  I  am  a  member  are 
doing.     I  desire  to  say  nothing  farther  on  th^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


Minkterial 


[COUNCIL.] 


Statement, 


2H 


electoral  law.  Tbe  Bills  will  shortlj  be  in  the 
hands  of  honorable  members  tbemselyes,  and  thej 
will  be  able  to  judge  how  far  they  aw  an  improTe- 
ment  on  the  legislation  that  is  in  force  at  the 
present  time  on  the  subject.  There  is  another 
question  which  is  not  peculiarly  applicable  to 
this  Council,  but  to  which  I  should  like  to  refer 
— ^namely,  the  question  of  finance.  The  question 
of  finance  is  really  the  foundation  of  eyerything 
else,  because  without  money  I  do  not  know  what 
Tou  are  to  do  at  all.  Impecunious  Goyemments, 
like  indiriduals,  find  themselyes  in  great  straits. 
It  has  been  the  cndearour  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer (Major  Atkinson),  during  the  past  few  days, 
as  far  as  possible  to  arrire  at  a  complete  estimate 
of  tbe  present  financial  position  of  New  Zealand. 
I  am  bound  to  say,  so  far  as  his  investigations 
have  gone,  that  the  present  financial  ])osition  of 
the  colony  is  not  of  a  very  satisfactory  character. 
The  expenditure  during  the  last  twelve  months 
haa  been  very  much  in  excess  of  the  revenue. 
The  expenditiu*e  we  are  going  on  with  at  the  pre- 
sent time — in  this  present  financial  year — is  very 
largely  in  excess  of  the  expected  revenue ;  and  in 
June  next  there  is  no  question  that,  unless  some 
step  is  taken  either  to  increase  the  revenue  or  to 
decrease  the  expenditure,  or  both,  there  will  be 
a  yerj  large  deficiency  indeed  in  the  ordinary 
revenue  to  cover  the  expenditure.  That  is  not 
a  satisfactory  state  of  things ;  but  such  it  is  at 
present.  The  only  object  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  in  view  is  to  see  exactly  the  financial 
position  of  the  country — not,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  make  any  proposals  with  a  view  to  raising 
revenue,  not  to  pass  any  condemnation  on  what 
haa  been  done,  but  simply  to  lay  before  the  As- 
sembly a  complete  statement  of  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  country — and  that,  before  any  ques- 
tions of  taxation,  of  raising  additional  revenue, 
can  be  gone  into,  it  is  absolutely  essential  for  any 
Government  to  do.  And,  whatever  may  be  the 
result  of  what  is  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatiyes  with  reference  to  the 
present  GoTemment,  no  doubt  that  will  be  the 
foundation  on  which  any  Government  must  shape 
ita  legislation  with  a  view  to  balancing  the  revenue 
and  expenditure  of  the  country.  It  seems  to  me 
that  a  man  who  lires  beyond  his  income  cannot 
f;o  on  for  ever ;  and  so  it  is  with  a  Government. 
It  must  come  to  an  end  at  some  time  or  other. 
Therefore,  if  at  the  present  time  there  is  a  very 
large  excess  of  expenditure  over  income,  the  mat- 
ter ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  rest  a  single  day 
without  looking  it  in  the  face,  and  adopting  some 
means  of  placing  the  finances  of  the  colony  on  a 
more  satisfactory  footing.  The  object  of  tho  Go- 
vernment is  not,  in  the  first  instance,  to  propose 
measures  by  means  of  which  additional  revenue 
may  be  railed,  but  simply  to  ascertain  and  lay 
before  the  General  Assembly  —  the  Hou*e  of 
Bepresentatives  and  the  Legislative  Council — 
the  exact  financial  position  of  the  country.  Sir, 
an  endeavour  will  be  made  to  have  that  done ; 
and,  supposing  that  matters  proceed  in  the  way 
which  I  presume  they  will  this  afternoon  in  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  it  is  the  intention  of 
Major  Atkinson  to  make  a  statement  showing 
«zaoUy»  ao  far  ai  he  can  trace  it  up  to  the  pre* 


sent  time,  the  position  of  the  colony  financiiEdly. 
The  subsequent  measures  which  will  be  necessary 
will  be  the  subject  of  discussion  hereafter.  80 
much  for  the  questions  of  electoral  reform  and 
finance.  The  next  question  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer  is  one  surrounded  with  great  difficulty  and 
danger — the  Native  question.  No  doubt  Native 
afiTairs  in  two  or  three  parts  of  the  colony  are  at 
this  moment  in  an  extremely  unsatisfactory  state. 
No  doubt  considerable  danger  and  apprenension 
have  been  caused  by  what  has  been  going  on  for 
some  time  past  on  the  west  coast  of  this  Island, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  at  the  present 
time  it  does  not  seem  as  though  that  danger 
is  passing  readily  away.  There  are  a  number 
of  Natives  in  prison  at  the  present  time— some 
convicted,  some  committed  for  trial  —  and  no 
doubt  it  has  been  a  source  of  very  considerable 
anxiety  what  is  to  become  of  these.  The  posi- 
tion of  matters  somewhat  resembles  the  posi- 
tion of  a  man  who  has  got  a  wolf  by  the  cars — 
it  is  dangerous  to  let  go,  and  dangerous  to  hold 
on ;  and  it  is  difilcult  to  say  on  which  side  the 
danger  is  the  greatest.  For  some  time,  affairs  on 
tiie  West  Coast  have  been  in  a  very  unsatisfactory 
position.  Te  Wliiti  is  still  holding  his  meetings 
from  month  to  mouth,  and  altogether  the  appear- 
ance of  things  is  ha  from  satisfactory.  The 
Natives  are  no  doubt  watching  with  great  anxiety 
what  is  to  become  of  their  friends  and  relatives 
who  are  now  incarcerated  in  the  gaols  of  Welling- 
ton and  Dunedin.  It  is  the  mtention  of  the 
Government,  with  reference  to  this  question,  to 
appoint  a  Commission  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gating whether  or  not  any  real  grievances  exist. 
Grievances  are  alleged  by  the  Natives,  and  by 
some  Europeans  on  the  part  of  the  Natives. 
They  may  or  may  not  exist  —  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  express  any  opinion  upon  it ;  but  it  is 
evident,  at  the  present  time,  that  some  very  de- 
cided steps  should  be  taken  for  tho  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  grievances  do  exist,  and,  if 
so,  of  redressing  them.  If  there  are  no  grievances, 
then  probably  strong  means  must  be  adopted  to 
allay  tho  feeling  of  anxiety  that  at  present  prevails, 
and  to  insure  tho  peace  of  the  colony.  With 
regard  to  the  other  portion  of  the  colony  where 
Native  matters  have  not  been  in  a  satisfactory 
state— the  Thames  District — no  doubt  the  position 
of  afiairs  there  is  very  awkward  and  unpleasant 
just  now.  There  are  certain  men  there  who  have 
committed  an  offence  against  life.  Some  Natives 
there  discharged  shots  at  Europeans,  and  wounded 
one  man  severely.  They  have  put  themselves 
beyond  the  law ;  they  defy  us  to  take  them,  and 
are  building  pas  and  fortifying  themselves.  Now, 
that  is  a  most  unfortunate  thing,  and  in  a 
civilized  country  it  is  impossible  that  such  a  state 
of  affi^irs  should  be  allowed  to  continue.  It  is  a 
threatening  attitude  which  they  assume,  and  it  is 
of  the  greatest  possible  importance  that  this  mat- 
ter should  be  set  right,  so  that  it  may  no  longer 
be  a  tlireatening  danger  to  the  community.  No 
doubt  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  are  ex- 
cited, and  would,  perhaps,  like  to  urge  the  Gk)- 
vemment  to  take  immediate  steps  in  the  matter ; 
and  no  doubt  tho  Government  which  preceded 
this  one  was  urged  on  to  a  course  which  ^might 
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poBsibly  inrolTe  the  country  in  war.  Once  begun, 
there  is  no  knowing  where  that  war  would  end. 
I  am  sure  that  honorable  members,  and  those 
who  hare  to  deal  with  Natire  affairs,  know  that 
when  war  begins  there  is  no  telling  to  what  part 
of  the  country  it  may  extend.  As  regards  the 
present,  nothing  is  being  done  further  than  that 
Mr.  Mackay  has  been  sent  to  the  Thames  by 
the  late  Goremment  for  the  purpose  of  inresti- 

gating  the  matter  and  seeing  what  should  be 
one.  Until  we  get  his  report  it  is  difficult  to 
say  what  course  should  be  pursued.  Nothing  is 
causing  greater  anxiety  to  the  Qoremment  than 
the  question  of  Native  affairs ;  and  it  will  be  the 
anxious  endeaTOur  of  the  Qoyernment,  as  far  as 
we  can,  to  deal  with  this  question  in  a  way  to 
aToid  war.  I  know  of  nothing  that  would  be 
more  disastrous  to  New  Zealand  than  a  Native 
war.  I  remember  the  colonists  of  the  North 
were  at  one  time  charged  with  a  desire  for  war  on 
account  of  the  commissariat  expenditure  which 
it  gave  rife  to;  but  no  charge  was  ever  more 
unjust  and  unreasonable.  The  amount  ex- 
pended  during  war-times  by  the  Imperial  and 
Colonial  Qt>Temments  went  into  the  pockets  of  S 
few  individuals  only,  and  the  great  bulk  of  the 
community  were  as  opposed  as  I  was  to  war, 
believing  it  to  be  the  most  injurious  event  that 
could  happen  to  the  colony.  It  will  be  the 
object  and  the  great  desire  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment to  avoid  war.  On  the  other  hand,  we  must 
not  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  we  may  be 
placed  in  a  position  where  we  canuot  evade  it. 
Offences  against  the  law  cannot  be  allowed  to 
take  place  without  doing  something  to  prevent 
their  recurrence  and  to  punish  the  offenders. 
In  endeavouring  to  inflict  this  punishment,  how- 
ever, we  must  proceed  in  such  a  way  as  to 
avoid  a  complication  of  Native  difficulties.  The 
intentions  of  the  Government  are  these :  that 
they  will,  as  far  as  possible,  redress  any  griev- 
ances the  Natives  have ;  that  they  will  punish 
offenders  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  and 
evade  war  if  by  any  possibility  that  can  be  done. 
Sir,  those  are  the  great  and  important  ques- 
tions which  will  engage  the  attention  of  the  As- 
sembly during  this  session — the  electoral  business, 
the  Native  business,  and  the  finances  of  the 
country.  If  these  questions  can  be  disposed  of 
during  the  present  session,  I  am  quite  sure  this 
Coun^  will  say  the  Assembly  has  done  a  good 
deal  of  work,  and  more  than  could  reasonably  be 
expected  to  be  done.  Whether  or  not  we  shall  be 
successful  in  bringing  these  matters  to  an  issue, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  now  to  say.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  we  cannot  proceed  speedily  with  a  num- 
ber of  measures  which  we  should  like  to  intro- 
duce ;  but  the  three  subjecte  which  I  have  men- 
tioned are  those  which  the  Gt>vemment  are  at 
the  present  time  attempting  to  deal  with.  There 
are  also,  no  doubt,  a  number  of  other  subjects 
of  great  importance  to  be  dealt  with,  such  as  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands,  and  the  reforming  of 
the  Native  Land  Court ;  but  these  measures  are 
not  of  that  urgency  which  appertains  to  the  other 
subjects  I  have  already  referred  to.  Of  course, 
looking  to  the  fact  that  it  is  now  rather  late  in 
the  year,  there  may  be  difficulty  in  going  into 
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some  of  those  measures  that  ought  to  be  settled 
speedily ;  but  the  Qt>vemment  will  be  prepared 
to  dcTote  its  best  energies  to  the  subjects  with 
which  it  will  have  to  deal,  and  will  be  willing, 
as  long  as  the  Assembly  think  fit  to  sit,  to  go 
on  with  the  measures  which  I  have  indicated.  I 
have  troubled  the  Council  at  some  length ;  but  I 
was  desirous  of  explaining  these  three  subjects. 
I  would  only  remind  honorable  members  that 
there  are  other  matters  of  a  great  deal  of  im- 
portance —  especially  those  questions  relating 
to  the  dealing  with  Native  lands — which  wifl 
also  receive  the  anxious  consideration  of  the 
Government.  There  was  a  proposition  by  the  for- 
mer Government  that  there  should  be  a  particu- 
lar mode  of  sale  by  the  Go?emment  acting  on  the 
part  of  the  Natives.  The  present  GK>vemment  are 
disposed  to  entertain  that  favourably ;  but  the 
fear  I  have  is,  that  the  Natives  will  not  accept 
that  position — that  we  shall  have  some  difficulty 
in  inducing  them  to  agree  with  the  proposal.  I 
quite  agree  that  no  better  system,  if  practicable, 
could  be  adopted;  and,  if  we  have  time,  the 
Government  will  brine  in  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  sale  of  Native  lands,  and  another  reforming 
the  Native  Land  Court.  These  things  will  be 
dealt  with  in  two  different  Bills,  because  if  you 
mix  up  too  many  subjects  together  in  one  Bill 
you  got  your  Bill  thrown  out — because  one  man 
disagrees  with  one  part,  and  another  man  dis- 
agrees with  another  part.  The  intention  of  the 
C^vemment  is  to  divide  this  subject  into  two — 
to  reform  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  to  leave 
the  matter  there,  without  determining  in  that 
measure  how  the  land  shall  be  subsequently 
dealt  with.  There  is  also,  on  the  part  of  the 
GK>vemment,  a  desire  to  reduce  the  price  of  land, 
especially  as  regards  the  deferred-payment  land. 
Great  exception  has  been  taken  that  the  price  is 
too  high — that  it  deters  people  from  settling  on 
the  land.  A  Bill  will  be  introduced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dealing  with  this  subject,  and  other  minor 
Bills  vrill  be  brought  in.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
when  these  Bills  are  introduced  the  Council  will 
give  them  that  fair  consideration  which  they  de- 
serve, and  that  they  will  deal  with  them  in  a 
liberal  manner.  I  am  much  obliged  to  honor- 
able members  for  baring  given  me  this  oppor- 
tunity to  make  this  statement  to  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.— Although 
there  is  no  motion  before  the  House,  I  desire  to 
say  one  or  two  words  of  a  personal  character. 
The  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  complained  of 
some  remarks  made  by  me  with  reference  to  the 
action  of  the  Gt>vemment  in  going  outside  the 
walls  of  this  Council  to  appoint  a  representative 
here.  I  beg  to  say  that  my  remarks  were  not 
directed  against  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General 
in  his  personal  character.  I  have  enjoyed  his 
friendship  for  a  great  many  years,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  is  one  of  his  friends  who  has  a  greater 
admiration  of  his  political  character  than  myself. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has,  in  times  past,  con- 
ferred services  on  this  country  which  have  never 
been  sufficiently  recognized.  He  at  one  time  sat 
in  this  Council,  and  left  it  to  take  a  seat  in  another 
place.  It  was  always  a  matter  of  regret  to  me 
that  he  left  this  Council,  and  apart  mm  other 
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considerations  it  is  a  great  matter  of  gratifica- 
tion to  me  to  see  him  return  here  once  more.  In 
making  the  dbserrations  I  did,  I  carefuDj  said 
that,  if  the  choice  was  to  fall  upon  any  person 
outside  this  Council,  there  was  no  one  upon  whom 
I  would  be  more  glad  that  it  should  fall  than 
the  honorable  gentleman.  I  simply  confined  my 
objection  to  the  GoTommeut  seeking  outside  the 
walls  of  this  Council  for  members  to  represent 
them  here.  There  are  but  one  or  two  members 
who  can  attain  that  position,  and  it  seemed  to 
me  hard  that  thej  should  be  passed  over  for  any 
political  reason  in  that  way.  In  spite  of  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  says  about  myself,  I 
accept  the  appointment  as  being  complimentary 
to  the  Council,  as  no  more  competent  man  could 
be  appointed.  With  regard  to  the  future  Bills  to 
be  brought  down,  I  think  theyoan  be  better  dis- 
cussed at  some  other  time.  While  I  guard  my- 
self against  saying  that  they  are  not  open  to 
exception,  I  at  the  same  time  hare  only  a  right  to 
reply  upon  a  personal  point,  and  to  assure  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  my  remarks  were  not 
of  a  personal  character,  and  that  my  feelings  of 
friendship  towards  him  are  what  they  always 
were.  I  would  like  to  ask  a  question  without 
notice:  Does  the  Attorney -General  propose  to 
take  bunness,  or  would  it  be  more  convenient 
to  adjourn  the  business  of  the  countij  for  the 
present  ?  

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER.—I  am  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Council.  I  haye  come  here 
to^ay  quite  prepared  to  proceed;  but,  if  the 
Council  think  it  more  appropriate  to  adjourn,  I 
am  quite  willing  to  do  so.  For  my  part,  I  have 
no  feeling  one  way  or  the  other.  I  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  proceed  with  the  ordinary 
business.  If  an  honorable  member  moves  the 
adjournment,  the  Council  can  then  express  its 
opinion.  I  shall  bow  with  deference  to  the 
opinion  of  the  majority,  but  for  my  own  part  I 
see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  go  on. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOEE.— Then  I  shall 
move  that  this  Council  at  its  rising  do  adjourn 
until  Friday  next.  Inasmuch  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  told  us  there  are  Bills  of  import- 
ance— Bills  of  a  political  character — I  think  it 
would  be  more  convenient,  and  more  consistent 
with  our  past  practice,  to  adjourn  till  Friday  next. 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  he  is  not  aware  of 
any  circumstance  to  justify  our  adjourning  until 
that  date.  The  only  thing  that  justifies  me  in 
moving  the  motion  I  do  is  that  I  understand 
that  a  distinct  want-of-eonfidence  motion  has  been 
tabled  in  the  other  Chamber,  and  it  has  been  oiur 
practice,  as  a  rule,  not  to  proceed  with  business 
here  while  such  a  vote  is  pending.  I  have  no 
other  reason  for  moving  the  adjournment  beyond 
that  it  will  be  more  consistent  with  our  practice 
in  the  past.  I  have  no  feeling  with  regard  to 
proceeding  with  business  of  a  non-political  charac- 
ter; but,  after  the  disposal  of  such  matters,  I 
think  it  would  be  more  convenient  and  consistent 
if  we  did  adjourn  until  Friday. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  think  there 
would  be  an  advantage  in  going  on,  at  any  rate, 
with  the  notices  of  motion,  and  disposing  of  them. 
Probably  two  Committees  vrill  be  appointed,  and 
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honorable  members  who  would  be  in  town  would 
have  something  to  employ  them  in  the  meantime. 
These  notices  of  motion  can  scarcely  be  regarded 
as  having  a  political  character.  They  have  no 
political  signification  whatever,  and  it  would  be 
advantageous  if  they  were  considered :  so  that 
honorable  members,  instead  of  loitering  about 
town,  would  have  an  opportunity  of  turning  time 
to  beneficial  account.  I  see  no  objection,  on  the 
rising  of  the  Council,  to  adjourn  till  Friday ;  but, 
at  any  rate,  these  notices  of  motion  should  be 
disposed  of  first. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB.— Do  I  under- 
stand the  honorable  and  gallant  member  to  move 
that  the  Council,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  till 
Friday  ?  The  honorable  gentleman  did  not  pro- 
pose that  we  should  adjourn  forthwith  ? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE.—I  meant 
to  move,  when  we  came  to  the  Orders  of  the  day, 
that  the  Council  should  adjourn  till  Friday,  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  himself  move  to 
that  effect. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.— Is  it  competent 
for  me  to  move  an  amendment  ?  I  move,  That, 
on  the  riling  of  the  Council,  we  adjourn  till 
Tuesday  next.  I  do  so  in  order  that  we  may  not 
walk  about  the  streets  idly  in  the  meantime.  I 
want  to  go  into  the  country,  and  see  the  naked- 
ness of  the  surroundings  of  Wellington.  It  is 
necessary  for  the  sake  of  our  health  that  we 
should  go  away  from  the  stinks  and  smells  of  this 
abominable  city.  I  should  like  to  renovate  my 
health  by  going  into  the  country.  It  has  been 
the  custom  of  this  House  to  adjourn  when  a 
motion  of  want  of  confidence  has  been  tabled  in 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— No,  no. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.^We  did  it  when 
the  last  Ministry  went  out ;  and  that  is  a  prece- 
dent for  my  moving  that  the  Council,  at  its  rising, 
do  adjourn  till  Tuesday.  I  shall  take  a  division 
on  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  wish  to  explain 
the  contradiction  which  I  gave  to  the  remark  of 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett,  that  it  had  been  the 

Practice  to  adjourn  while  motions  of  want  of  con* 
dence  were  being  debated  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  I  think  the  precedent  cuts  the 
other  way.  Two  sessions  ago  there  was  a  want-of- 
confideiice  motion  on  the  Paper  for  many  weeks, 
and  yet  this  Council  went  on  with  the  business, 
and  the  want-of-confidence  motion  remained  on 
the  Order  Paper  till  the  last  day  of  the  session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY.— I  intend  to 
support  the  amendment.  It  is  usual,  when  votes 
of  want  of  confidence  are  tabled  iu  the  other 
Chamber,  that  business  should  not  be  proceeded 
with  here.  I  listened  with  great  attention  to  the 
statement  of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  but 
I  was  disappointed  about  this :  that  I  expected 
him  to  make  some  reference  to  the  motion  of  want 
of  confidence,  and  to  state  what  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  respecting  it,  because  I  have 
heard,  on  very  good  authority,  that  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  have  not  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  that  they  intend  to  meet  this  want- 
of-confidence  motion.  If  that  is  the  intention  of 
the  Gt)yemment,  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any 
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uee  in  the  CoodcU  going  on  with  the  bofiness. 
They  might  as  well  adjourn  for  a  longer  period 
than  Tuesday.    I  shall  support  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  hope  the 
Council  will  not  think  it  presumptuous  in  me,  as 
one  o£  the  only  three  members  present  in  the 
Council  of  those  who  met  in  May,  1854,  if  I  ven- 
ture to  offer  to  the  learned  gentleman  opposite 
(the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker)  my  congratulations  on 
his  having  returned  to  his  seat  iu  this  Council.  It 
has  not  only  been  my  good  fortune  to  be  united 
with  that  nonorable  gentleman  during  all  our 
lives  by  ties  of  close  personal  friendship,  but  it 
was  also  my  good  fortune  to  be  associated  with 
him  in  the  first  Government  that  was  formed 
after  responsible  government  was  introduced  to 
this  colony;  and,  ever  since  that  time,  the  ser- 
rices  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  ren- 
dered, to  the  country,  irrespective  of  party  and 
the  various  political  conflicts  in  which  he  has 
taken  part,  have  been  such  that  none  of  us,  on 
whatever  eide  of  politics  we  may  be,  can  do  other- 
wise than  feel  a  nigh  satisfaction  at  again  num- 
bering amongst  the  members  of  this  Council  a 
gentleman  whose  career  has  been  so  distinguished 
as  that  of  my  honorable  friend.  I  hope  the 
honorable  and  gallant  Colonel  opposite  will  not 
press  his  amendment  that  we  should  adjourn 
until  Tuesday,  because  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  some  provision  for  the  public  service  im- 
mediately, and  if  we  adjourn  till  Tuesday  we  may 
flace  the  public  sorTice  at  a  great  disadvantage, 
quite  allow  that,  when  a  motion  of  want  of 
confidence  is  pending  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  it  is  not  convenient  for  us  in 
this  Council  to  advance  any  political  business,  or 
to  deal  with  subjects  that  may  bring  up  party 
considerations  and  party  conflicts ;  but  we  need 
not  adjourn  over  such  a  time  as  might  debar  the 
House  of  Representatives  from  making  that  pro- 
Tision  for  the  public  service  which  it  is  necessary 
to  make. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— I  should  like  to 
say  a  few  words  in  the  way  of  congratulating 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitoker  on  his  presence  in  this 
Chamber.  I  have  known  him  for  twenty  years, 
and  I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that  no  more 
able  man  could  be  found  in  this  colony.  I  am 
Borry  to  say  that  I  cannot  support  either  the 
motion  or  the  amendment,  because  I  think  it 
quite  possible  that  before  Friday  next  (here  may 
be  another  Government  in  office,  who  may  wish  to 
can7  on  the  business  of  the  colony  at  once.  If 
we  were  to  pass  such  a  resolution  as  tbis  it  would 
plaoe  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  Gt>vernment,  so 
that  I  hope  we  shall  adjourn  for  a  shorter  time. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Attorney-General  has 
no  intention  of  proceeding  with  any  Bill  to-day, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  was  very  much  pleased 
to  hear  that  the  Government  proposed  to  take 
action  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  agricultural  land 
on  deferred  payments.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
had  drafted  a  notice  of  motion  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, which  I  will  now  read.  It  is  as  follows: 
"That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  de- 
sirable that,  when  there  are  two  or  more  appli- 
cants for  a  section  of  agricultural  land  on  deferred 
payments,  the  section  should  not  be  put  up  to 
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auction  between  the  applicants,  but  be  decided 
by  lot."  My  object  in  bringing  forward  that 
motion  is  this :  that  applicants  for  deferred-pay- 
ment land  in  future  should  merely  pay  what  we 
have  paid  in  the  past  for  our  land — namely,  the 
upset  price  of  the  land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— While  congratnlat- 
ing  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  on  his  appearance  in 
this  Council,  I  may  express  the  hope  that,  if  there 
shoidd  be  another  Government  in  existence  on 
Friday,  as  the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser  seems  to  in- 
dicate as  being  possible,  it  will  distinguish  itself 
by  making  an  appointment  as  satisfactory  to  the 
Council  OS  that  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker.  I 
am  sure  there  is  not  a  supporter  of  the  present 
Government  who  will  not  in  that  case  feel  some 
compensation  for  their  loss.  I  agree  that  the 
proposed  adjournment  till  Tuesday  next  would 
be  too  long,  and  would  much  prefer  to  vote  for 
an  amendment  for  shortening  the  period. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  shall  venture  to 
move,  as  an  amendment.  That  the  Council  adjonm 
till  Thursday  next.  It  seems  to  me  that,  if  the 
circumstances  are  such  as  were  shadowed  forth 
by  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell,  we  should  not  ad- 
journ for  such  a  period  as  might  put  the  Govern- 
ment, or  any  new  Government  that  might  come 
into  power,  to  any  inconvenience.  Therefore  I 
think  it  would  be  better  that  we  should  meet 
earlier  than  Friday,  in  order  to  deal  vrith  any 
business  that  may  arise.  I  will  now  move,  That 
the  Council  adjourn  till  Thursday. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER.— With  regard  to 
the  observations  which  fell  from  the  honorable 
member,  Mr.  Buckley,  about  the  Government 
**  stone-walling "  a  want-of-confidence  motion,  I 
can  only  eay  I  have  never  heard  of  it.  I  have  never 
been  a  party  to  **  stone* walling,"  and  have  no  in- 
tention of  being  so.  All  the  present  Government 
wishes  to  do  is  to  place  the  position  of  the  colony 
clearly  before  the  Assembly,  so  as  to  enable  the 
Assembly  to  judge  what  course  should  be  pur- 
sued. With  regard  to  whether  such  a  proceed- 
ing is  contemplated  iu  the  other  House,  I  kn*w 
nothing  about  it,  and  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
right  to  go  upon  such  an  assumption.  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  convenient  that  what  is  said 
in  the  lobbies  from  time  to  time — the  scandal,  or 
whatever  it  may  be — should  be  imported  into 
the  debates  of  this  Council,  and  should  be  held 
up  as  a  guide  as  to  the  course  which  we  should 
pursue.  I  think  it  is  not  convenient.  I  shall 
say  nothing  upon  that  point.  So  far  as  I  am 
concerned — so  far  as  the  Qt)vemment  are  con- 
cerned— we  have  no  desire  to  press  the  Council 
to  go  on  with  any  business ;  but  I  think  the  sug- 
gefition  made  by  one  honorable  gentlemati  oppo- 
site ought  to  be  adopted,  and  there  should  not  be 
any  long  adjournment,  and  for  this  reason :  It  is 
the  intention  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  ask 
to-day,  in  another  place,  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
Bill  for  tlie  purpose  of  increasing  the  amount  of 
deficiency  buls  which  may  be  issued  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  current  expenditure  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Government,  under  the  Public  Re- 
venues Act,  have  power  to  issue  deficiency  bills 
to  the  extent  of  £400,000.  At  the  present  time  the 
whole  of  these  bills  have  been  issued,  and,  what  ia 
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inore»  the  whole  of  the  monej  has  been  spent.  As 
a  consequence,  if  further  money  is  not  obtained,  a 
great  number  of  persons  who  would  be  entitled 
to  reoeire  money  from  the  Goyemment  cannot  be 
paid.  The  intention  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is 
to  ask  the  House  to  increase  the  power  to  issue 
deftdencj  bills  to  £600,000,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  issue  £200,000  more.  Money  is  urgently  re- 
quired by  the  Government,  and,  if  the  Bill  passes 
Uie  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Legislative 
Council  to  it.    Therefore  I  propose  that  the  ad- 

1'oumment  shall  be  until  to-morrow,  so  that,  if  the 
)ill  should  come  op,  we  may  be  in  a  position  to 
deal  with  it.  I  hope  the  Council  will  take  that 
Tiew  of  the  matter.  In  regard  to  ordinary  busi- 
ness I  am  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Council. 
I  do  not  care  whether  we  go  on  with  it  or  not. 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  Order  Paper  of  another 
place  that  it  is  proposed  to  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  money 
required,  so  that  we  may  expect  the  Bill  up  here 
at  very  short  notice,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  be  in 
a  position  to  assist  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  passing  this  necessary  measure. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  hope  I 
may  be  allowed  to  withdraw  my  motion.  In 
introducing  it,  I  pointed  out  that  so  long  an 
adjournment  ought  not  to  be  made  if  it  would 
cause  inconvenience  to  the  public  service.  I 
DOW  think  it  would  be  well  to  meet  from  day 
to  day,  so  as  to  be  able  to  pass  such  a  measure 
as  has  been  foreshadowed  by  the  Attorney- 
General.  I  have  no  objection  at  all  to  meeting 
day  after  day,  so  long  as  we  understand  we  are 
not  to  go  on  with  ordinary  Ministerial  business, 
but  that  we  simply  meet  to  do  business  of  a 
formal  character,  to  confirm  action  with  regard 
to  financial  matters  which  may  be  taken  in 
another  place. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

RAILWAY  CONTRACTS. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  should 
probably  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Council  by  re- 
firaining  from  importing  into  the  question  any 
debatable  matter.  The  fact  was,  there  was  no 
political  object  iu  this  motion;  but  there  was 
some  reason  to  believe  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Railways  Construction  Act,  and  the  Public  Works 
Act  which  was  incorporated  in  the  Railways 
Construction  Act,  had  not  been  completely  ob- 
served in  the  letting  of  contracts  since  the  ses- 
sion of  1878,  and  that  there  must  have  been 
some  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  some  de- 
partments as  to  the  intention  of  the  Legislature : 
and,  if  ao,  it  was  necessary  to  point  out  what  was 
the  correct  interpretation,  or  to  make  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Legislature  more  clear  than  at 
present  they  appeared  to  be.  It  would  be  suifi- 
cient  for  him  to  remind  the  Council  that  the  17th 
section  of  the  Immigration  and  Public  Works 
Appropriation  Act  was  agreed  in  Conference  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  to  be  withdrawn  and 
treated  as  a  nullity ;  and  that  it  was  uothiug  but 
a  technical  difficulty  which  prevented  the  Speaker 
of  the  other  House  from  agreeing  to  the  course 


which  the  Conferences  had  laid  down.  But  con< 
tracts  had  nevertheless  been  entered  into  imder 
the  authority  of  that  clause,  and  payments  made 
under  it :  so  that  the  whole  object  they  bad 
in  view  at  the  Conferences,  as  a  mode  of  getting 
over  what  threatened  to  bo  a  very  serious  conflict 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  had 
been  entirely  frustrated.  He  need  not  remind 
the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  this,  nor  that  he  (Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell),  having  held  the  same  office  as  he 
(the  Hon.  the  Speaker)  held  in  1878,  ventured 
tx>  express  complete  agreement  with  the  course 
taken  by  the  Speaker  on  that  occasion  in  de- 
clining to  assent  to  the  Appropriation  Act  being 
amended  by  message  from  the  Crown;  but  the 
resuH  had  been,  so  far,  that  the  agreement  made 
between  the  two  Houses  bad  been  entirely  frus- 
trated. The  honorable  gentleman,  the  late  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  would  not  suppose  that  he  at- 
tributed to  him  unfair  dealing  with  the  Council, 
or  had  himself  been  concerned  in  a  breach  of 
faith  towards  the  Couucil ;  but  he  did  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  made  a  mistake  last  session 
in  saying  that  the  6h>vernment  had  acted  upon 
legal  advice  as  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  8rd 
clause  of  the  Railways  Construction  Act.  Per- 
haps the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  would  be 
kind  enough  to  say  whether  there  existed  any 
record  of  the  advice  he  was  referring  to — namely, 
that,  although  the  Railways  Construction  Act 
said  that  contracts  should  not  be  entered  into 
"unless"  the  Governor's  assent  was  given,  and 
certain  other  formalities  gone  through,  yet  it  was 
not  necessary  for  such  assent  to  be  given  before 
the  contract  was  entered  into,  and  it  might  be 
given  afterwards.  He  (Sir  F.  Dillon  BeU)  was 
prevented  last  session  by  the  forms  of  the  Council 
from  doing  that  which  he  now  proposed  to  do — 
namely,  to  read  the  original  proposal  made  by 
the  Managers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  Conference.    It  was  in  these  words  : — 

"Before  contract:  1st.  The  Chief  Engineer 
to  certify  that  route  chosen  is  the  proper  one. 
2nd.  The  plans  and  estimates  to  be  approved  by 
Governor  in  Couucil.  Further  proviso :  At  eaca 
sitting  of  Parliament,  plans  and  estimates  that 
have  been  approved  by  Governor  in  Council,  and 
on  which  contracts  have  been  taken  and  also  on 
which  no  contracts  have  been  taken,  to  be  laid  on 
table  of  House  and  Council." 

That  was  written  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stout,  whose 
absence  from  Parliament  they  all  regretted,  and 
who  held  at  that  time  the  same  office  which  was 
now  held  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker — the  At- 
torney-Generalship of  the  colony.  And  if  the 
proposition  had  not  been  so  clearly  expressed, 
that  those  formalities  should  be  gone  through  and 
completed  before  any  contract  was  entered  into, 
he  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  was  absolutely  certain  that 
the  agreement  which  was  com6  to  between  the  two 
Houses  would  never  have  been  made.  Under  those 
circumstances,  he  thought  it  was  very  desirable, 
without  attributing  blame  to  anybody,  and  with- 
out any  object  which  might  be  supposed  to  have 
any  party  colour,  that  the  Council  should  take 
steps  to  find  out  all  about  the  letting  of  those 
contracts.  If  he  was  found  to  be  wrong  in  as- 
suming that  the  provisions  of  the  law  had  not 
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been  strictly  adhered  to,  no  one  would  be  more 
elad  of  it  tnan  himself.  But  if,  either  through 
imperfect  audit  or  through  the  want  of  proper 
apprehension  of  the  law  by  any  department,  it 
should  be  found  that  the  proTisions  of  the  law 
had  not  been  complied  with,  the  Oouncil  would 
doubtless  take  such  steps  as  were  necessary  to 
secure  that  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature 
should  for  the  future  be  always  strictly  carried 
out.  They  were  about  to  sanction  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  loan  of  £5,000,000,  and,  on  whatever 
side  of  politics  they  might  be,  it  was  obviously 
necessary  not  to  allow  that  appropriation  to  be  so 
made  as  to  permit  any  action  in  connection  with 
the  spending  of  the  money  which  was  not  strictly 
in  accordance  with  the  law.  He  was  sure  every 
one  would  agree  that  that  was  a  proper  object  to 
be  ^ned;  and  the  Committee  would  do  good 
service  by  laying  down  more  strictly  the  rules 
which  should  be  pursued  in  future,  as  every  step 
they  took  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  colony  only  showed  more  and  more  that  that 
strictness  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed,  to  inquire  into 
and  report  upon  the  several  contracts  for  railway 
construction  entered  into  since  the  session  1878 ; 
the  dates  when  the  engineers*  reports  and  certi- 
ficates were  submitted  to  the  Gt>vemor  in  Council, 
and  His  Excellency's  assent  received  thereto; 
the  nature,  amount,  and  date  of  each  contract ; 
the  several  payments  made  thereunder,  and  the 
votes  to  which  the  same  are  charged.  Such  Com- 
mittee to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gt.  Buckley, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  J.  Johnston,  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
P.  A.  Buckley,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wood,  and  the 
mover;  with  power  to  call  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records.  Pour  to  be  a  quorum.  To  report 
in  three  weeks."— (J?()».  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  had  no  objection 
to  the  motion.  Of  course  it  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  the  provisions  of  the  law  should 
be  strictly  complied  with.  Whether  they  had  or 
had  not  been  m  this  case,  he  had  no  means  of 
knowing  at  the  present  time.  The  Hon.  Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell  intimated  to  him  on  the  previous  day 
that  he  thoueht  there  was  a  legal  opinion  on  the 
subject,  whicn,  if  it  had  any  existence,  he  desired 
should  be  placed  before  the  Committee  or  the 
Council.  Ho  had  caused  inquiry  to  be  made, 
but  no  such  legal  opinion  had  been  found.  How- 
ever, there  seemed  to  be  an  impression  in  the 
Government  offices  that  an  opinion  had  been 
given ;  and  further  search  was  being  made.  If 
the  opinion  were  found,  it  would  be  produced, 
should  the  GK)vernment  think  it  proper  and  desir- 
able. Of  course  there  were  occasions  on  which 
such  opinions  were  produced ;  but  there  were 
many  instances  in  which  it  would  be  most  im- 
proper to  produce  them,  for  legal  opinions  given 
by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  were  generally 
regarded  as  confidential,  and  not  to  be  made 
public. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  thought  the 
result  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  motion  would 
be  to  prove  that  all  the  requirements  of  the  law 
Mon,  Sir  F.  Dillon  BeU 


had  been  complied  with  in  this  case.  He  desired 
to  say  that  he  regretted  the  clause  having  been 
included  in  the  Act ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself,  the  Hon.  the  Speaker,  and  those  better 
informed  on  constitutional  law  than  he  (Colonel 
Whitmore)  professed  to  be,  held  that  no  change 
could  be  made  in  it  by  message  from  the  G-ovemor, 
and  that  no  clause  could  be  eliminated  after  the 
Bill  had  passed  another  place.  The  clause  having 
been  included  in  the  Bill,  and  having  become  law, 
there  was  no  alternative  but  to  comply  with  its 
provisions.  There  was  no  discretion  left  to  the 
Government.  He  thought  it  would  be  found  the 
law  had  been  carried  out;  although,  of  course, 
there  were  Law  Officers  and  Law  Officers.  Legal 
opinions  might  differ;  but,  if  the  Government 
acted  upon  the  opinion  of  their  Attorney-General, 
that  was  sufficient  to  justify  any  action  they  might 
take.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  there 
had  been  any  written  legal  opinion,  and  he  cer- 
tainly had  guarded  himself  from  intimating  that 
there  was  such  an  opinion  on  record  which  could 
be  produced.  The  honorable  gentleman  assured 
them  that  there  was  no  political  significance  in 
the  motion,  although  there  were  persons  who 
would  say  that  it  looked  veiy  much  as  if  there 
was.  However,  he  would  recognize  it  as  a  non- 
political  motion,  and  presume  that  the  desire 
of  the  honorable  member  was  simply  to  see 
that  the  law  was  adhered  to.  He  noped  the 
result  would  be  that,  if  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee showed  that  the  requirements  of  the  law 
had  not  been  attended  to,  the  occurrence  would 
act  as  a  caution  to  future  Gt)vemments ;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  shown  that  the  Government 
had  done  all  that  the  law  required  them  to  do. 
Honorable  gentlemen  would  bear  him  out  when 
he  said  that  in  1878  he  did  not  pledge  the  Ck>- 
vernment  that  they  would  not  act  under  the 
clause ;  and  he  said  this  because  on  former  occa- 
sions the  honorable  gentleman  had  rather  led  him 
to  believe  that  he  (the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore) 
was  accused  of  a  personal  breach  of  faith.  He 
had  referred  to  Hansard^  and  he  could  not  find 
that  he  had  given  such  a  pledge  ;  but,  if  he  had, 
he  had  acted  wrongly,  because  he  could  not  have 
so  pledged  the  Government  to  neglect  the  law. 
He  was  quite  ready  to  agree  to  the  motion  before 
the  Council,  and  acknowledged  the  honorable 
gentleman's  courtesy  in  asking  him  to  appoint 
one  or  two  members  of  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  it  was 
his  intention  to  support  the  motion  of  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell.  At  the  same  time  he  must 
express  his  regret  that  the  motion  was  so  limited 
in  its  character.  He  thought  great  advantage 
would  be  gained  were  the  inquiry  to  be  made 
more  general  in  its  nature.  Therefore  it  was 
his  intention  to  move  the  addition  of  a  few 
words  to  give  effect  to  that  idea.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  subject  of  audit,  it  was  a  matter  of 
which  honorable  members  generally  appeared  to 
have  a  very  faint  idea.  To  him  it  seemed  that 
the  audit  was  a  costly  and  cumbrous  machinery  to 
render  more  difficult  the  straining  at  gnats  and 
more  easy  the  swallowing  of  camels.  A  few  years 
ago  the  Audit  Act  required  that  the  Auditors 
should  report  direct  to  Parliament  upon  matters 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


Audit  of  Fuhlie  [COUNCIL.]         Companies' AjecaunU.         217 


eomiog  within  their  department :  indeed,  it  was 
exprettlj  prorided  that,  within  thirty  days  of 
Parliament  aasemhiine,  the  Auditors  should  make 
their  report ;  and,  at  tne  Controllers  of  Audit  were 
officers  of  Parliament,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
such  a  proceeding  was  right  and  proper.  But 
for  some  years  past — for  what  reason  he  knew 
not,  nor  did  he  know  the  Government  under 
whom  the  change  was  made,  nor  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  change — this  prorision  had 
been  set  aside,  and  the  reports  had  not  been  made. 
He  coold  not  but  think  it  would  be  well  to  reyert 
to  the  practice  which  formerly  obtained,  of  the 
Controllers  of  Audit  reporting  directly  to  Parlia- 
ment, which  stood  towards  them  in  the  position  of 
masters.  The  words  that  he  proposed  to  insert  in 
the  motion  were  as  follow,  to  come  in  after  the 
word  *'  charged : "  '*  and  also  generally  to  examine 
into  and  report  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  existing 
mode  of  audit."  If  this  amendment  were  adopted, 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee,  to  re- 
port, first  of  all,  upon  the  special  circumstances 
referred  to  it,  and,  secondly,  upon  the  general 
subject  of  the  existing  audit.  He  thought  there 
would  be  great  advantage  from  this  inquiry.  It 
would  not  be  one  of  a  political  character,  but 
would  simply  be  such  an  inquiry  into  the  audit 
as  would  satisfy  honorable  gentlemen  generally 
both  of  its  character  and  of  its  efficiency.  But, 
apart  from  that,  such  an  inquiiy  was  desirable 
after  a  system  had  been  in  operation  for  some 
years.  By  that  time  the  officers  themselves 
should  be  aware  of  its  weak  points,  and  be  able 
not  only  to  point  them  out,  but  to  indicate  the 
steps  which  should  be  taken  to  improve  the  sys- 
tem in  the  future. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  hoped  this 
would  be  put  in  a  separate  motion,  because  there 
was  no  necessary  connection  between  the  two 
subjects.  It  would  be  very  much  better  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  bring  forward  a 
distinct  resolution  recommendins  an  inquiry  into 
the  mode  of  audit.  That  would  have  his  support, 
but,  as  it  was,  the  amendment  mixed'  up  two 
disUnot  matters. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

AUDIT  OF  PUBLIC  COMPANIES* 
ACCOUNTS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  before  proceeding 
to  move  the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  wished 
to  congratulate  the  Attomey-Gkneral  upon  his 
return  to  the  Legislative  Council,  and  also  the 
Council  upon  the  addition  to  its  members  of  a 
gentleman  so  able,  and  possessing  so  much  the 
confidence  of  all  the  members  of  the  Council. 
The  motion  he  was  about  to  move  had  been  sug- 
gested to  him  by  reading  from  time  to  time  in  the 
public  papers  of  the  defalcations  of  managers, 
clerks,  and  treasurers  of  companies  and  associa- 
tions of  different  kinds.  He  attributed  these 
defaleations  primarily  to  inefficient  audit.  The 
manner  in  which  the  auditors  were  appointed 
was  the  worst  evil  in  the  whole  system.  The 
{dan  usually  adopted  was  for  the  shareholders 
to  appoint  auditors;  but,  generally  speaking, 
thd  names  were  submitted  by  the  managers  or 


directors  of  the  company,  and  the  auditors  were 
elected  as  a  matter  of  course.  Another  draw- 
back was,  that  in  many  cases  the  remuneration 
was  not  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  of  an 
efficient  audit,  and  the  duties  which  the  auditors 
performed  were  of  a  perfunctory  character,  and  did 
not  go  into  the  essence  of  audit  at  all,  the  auditors 
merely  taking  for  granted  the  statements  placed 
before  them.  To  this  he  attributed  the  uiilure 
of  a  great  many  companies — to  the  shareholders 
not  having  a  thorough  knowledge  of  what  was 
going  on  from  time  to  time,  and  to  peculations. 
Were  a  more  efficient  audit  established,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  carry  on  a  system  of  pecula- 
tion. In  a  very  short  time  it  would  be  found 
that  these  acts  were  being  perpetrated,  and  the 
evil,  instead  of  occasioning  a  complete  collapse, 
as  was  the  case  from  time  to  time  with  banks 
and  companies  of  various  kinds,  would  be  stopped 
before  it  reached  a  climax,  and  there  would  be 
an  avoidance  of  that  loss  and  misery  which  so 
frequently  followed  the  acts  of  unfaithful  directors 
and  others  in  charge  of  th^e  companies.  Many 
instances  had  occurred  within  the  last  year — 
notably  those  of  the  City  of  Glasgow  Bank  and 
the  Provincial  and  Suburban  Bank  of  Melbourne 
— in  which  huge  losses  had  been  sustained  by 
shareholders.  Now,  he  asked,  would  this  system 
of  fraud  have  been  continued  bad  a  proper  system 
of  audit  been  established  from  the  commence- 
ment P  He  took  it  that,  instead  of  the  auditors 
in  these  cases  performing  their  duties  efficiently, 
they  had  taken  for  granted  the  statements  placed 
before  them,  and,  without  counting  the  coin  in 
the  bank,  without  looking  at  the  securities  held 
by  the  bank,  or  in  any  other  way  making  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  internal  management 
of  the  institution,  had  certified  to  the  correctness 
of  the  accounts ;  and  the  evil  went  on  from  year 
to  rear  until  a  collapse  brought  to  light  the  utter 
failure  of  the  audit.  He  would  not  have  put 
this  motion  on  the  Paper  had  his  honorable 
friend  the  Attorney- General  occupied  the  bench 
on  which  he  now  sat,  because  that  honor^jble 
gentleman  must  be  aware,  from  his  long  connec- 
tion with  public  business  in  the  colonv,  that  thero 
was  no  subject  of  this  character  which  was  of 
greater  importance  than  that  of  having  a  proper 
system  of  audit  of  the  accounts  of  public  com- 
panies. What  he  wished  to  see  was  this :  that  the 
Qovemment  should  pass  a  Bill  making  it  impera- 
tive that  every  auditor  should  be  licensed  by  the 
Crown,  and  should  pay  a  small  fee  for  his  license, 
and  give  ample  security  for  the  due  performance 
of  his  duties.  Although  this  was  apparentlv  a 
small  matter,  yet  it  was  really  one  of  large  im- 
portance, touching  as  it  did  nearly  all  the  public 
companies  in  the  colony.  They  heard  from  the 
mother-country,  where  there  were  large  benefit 
societies  and  trades  unions,  that,  through  mis- 
management, or  the  absconding  of  the  principal 
manager,  most,  or  the  whole,  of  the  funds  of 
some  of  those  societies  had  been  lost,  and  persons 
of  economical  and  provident  habits,  who  had  been 
imagining  that  they  had  saved  a  maintenance  for 
the  future,  had  suddenly  found  themselves  left 
penniless.  He  therefore  thought  that  this  was  a 
subject  which  a  Committee  should  take  in  hand, 
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and  with  regard  to  which  some  measare  should 
be  passed  making  it  compulsory  on  all  auditors  to 
have  a  license  from  the  G-dvernment,  and  to  give 
ample  security  for  the  due  performance  of  their 
functions. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  "  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  desirable  tbat  the 
question  of  the  auditing  of  the  accounts  of  public 
companies  or  associations  in  the  colony  should  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  Such  Committee 
to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  G-.  Buckley,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  J.  Johnston,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Pharazyn,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse,  and  the  mover." — {Son.  Mr, 
Holmes.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

TIMBER  IMPORTS. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHN- 
SON, it  was  ordered,  That  the  return,  showing 
the  quantity  and  yalue  of  the  timber  of  all  de- 
scriptions imported  into  the  colony  during  tbe 
years  ended  80th  June,  1878,  and  80th  June, 
1879,  respectively,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table 
of  this  Council  on  the  25th  September  last,  be 
printed. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past  four 
o'clock  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF  BEPEESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  XUh  Octoher,  1879. 

First  Beadings— Second  Be»ding— Third  Reftding— Wai- 
kari Telegraph  Station— N  elson  Waste  Lands  Board— 
Drainage  Bill  —  Ministerial  Statement  —  Pablio  Be- 
TenaesBill. 


Mr.  Sfeakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'obck. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIRST  READINOS. 
Primitive  Methodists*  Temporal  Affairs  Regu- 
lation Bill,  Napier  Swamp  Nuisance  Bill. 

SECOND  READINa. 

Church  Property  Trust  (Canterbury)  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 

New  Plymouth  Company's  Oas  Bill. 

WAIKARI  TELEORAPH  STATION. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  asked  the  Gbyemment,  If 
they  will  erect  and  open  a  telegraph  station  at 
Woikari  during  the  present  year?  He  might  say 
that  Waikari  was  an  important  town  immediately 
north  of  the  Weka  Pass.  It  was  the  natural 
centre  of  a  large  agricultural  district,  and  would 
soon  be  the  terminus,  for  a  time,  of  the  G-reat 
Northern  Railway.  Although  the  wire  passed 
through  the  town,  they  had  not  yet  a  telegraph 
station.  This  state  of  things  liad  only  existed  so 
long  in  consequence  of  the  town  having  been 
forgotten  ol together  by  the  late  GJovemment. 
He  trusted  to  hear  that  the  Government  would 
be  prepared  to  take  some  action  to  have  a  tele- 
graph station  erected. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  Government  would, 
Son,  Mr,  Solmes 


during  the  present  financial  year,  take  steps  to 
establish  a  telegraph  station  at  Waikari. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  BOARD. 

Mr.  PITT  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  Upon 
whose  recommendation  Messrs.  Joshua  Bird  and 
John  Kerr  were  lately  appointed  members  of  the 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Board  ;  and  if  he  will  lay 
before  this  House  any  papers  connected  with  such 
appointments  ?  He  would  simply  say  that  these 
appointments  had  occasioned  considerable  sur- 
prise in  the  district  in  which  they  had  been  made. 
The  particular  qualifications  which  these  gentle- 
men might  possess  had  not  hitherto  been  generally 
known.  The  appointment  of  one  of  tbeee  gentle- 
men had  caused  considerable  astonishment,  inas- 
much as  he  belonged  to  a  class  which  had  not 
generally  found  favour  with  the  late  Gt)vernment. 
He  was  a  runholder ;  and  also  resided  fifty-two 
miles  from  the  City  of  Nelson,  the  place  where 
the  Land  Board  met. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  papers  relating 
to  these  appointments  did  not  show  that  they 
were  made  upon  the  recommendation  of  any  one. 
They  simply  showed  that  instructions  had  been 
given  to  the  department.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  call  at  the  Government  offices  he  would 
see  the  papers,  and  if  there  were  any  which  he 
wished  to  be  laid  on  the  table  the  Government 
would  furnish  them  to  the  House. 

DRAINAGE  BILL. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  introduce  a  Drainage  Bill  this  session  P 
It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  some  honorable 
members,  at  any  rate,  that  when  Mr.  Donald 
Reid  occupied  the  position  of  Minister  of  Lands 
he  introduced  a  Drainage  Bill.  The  late  Gt)vem- 
mont,  when  they  took  possession  of  tbe  Treasury 
benches,  declined  to  go  on  with  tbat  Bill  amongst 
other  things.  It  was  a  subject  of  very  consider- 
able interest  to  a  great  many  persons  in  the  colony, 
and  that  was  the  reason  he  put  this  question 
on  the  Paper.  He  trusted  the  present  Minister 
of  Lands  would  be  able  to  give  a  favourable 
answer  to  it. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  bring  in  a  Bill  upon  the  subject  this 
session. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  HALL. — Sir,  before  the  business  on  the 
Order  Paper  is  proceeded  with,  I  desire,  with 
the  leave  of  the  House,  to  make  the  Ministerial 
Statement  which  I  promised  on  Friday  last. 
But  perhaps  the  House  will  first  bear  with  me 
for  a  few  minut-es  while  I  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation which  I  promised  to  the  House,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  debate  upon  the  motion  of  want 
of  confidence  in  the  late  Government,  I  would 
make  to  it.  Upon  that  occasion  it  was  stated 
that  I  had  sought  out  certain  Maori  members  of 
this  House  and  had  made  certain  jproposals  to 
them.  It  was  stated  that  I  had  offered  one  of 
those  honorable  gentlemen  the  position  of  Native 
Minister,  with  all  the  powers  of  a  European 
Minister,  and  that  I  had  promised  to  give  him 
control  over  all  Maori  lands  not  Crown-^;rant«d. 
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It  was,  in  addition,  eaid  bj  tlie  honorable  member  I 
for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  that  that  Maori 
member  had  stated  that  I  had  promised  to  stop 
all  sales  and  leases  of  land.  I  do  not  imagine 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  persists  in  the  state- 
ment,  because  it  is  too  evident  an  error  for  him  to 
follow  it  up. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — The  honorable  gentleman  is 
in  error.  -  I  did  not  say  that  he  promised  to  make 
the  Maori  member  a  Native  Minister  and  give 
him  control  of  all  Maori  matters. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentleman  stated 
that  Tomoana  had  said  that  I  promised  to  stop 
all  sales  and  leases  of  land^.  He  is  in  error  in 
tupposing  that  the  honorable  gentleman  said  that. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  —  I  mjself  heard  the  state- 
ment made  in  Maori,  and  afterwards  repeated  by 
the  interpreter. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  was  astounded  at  this  state- 
ment. An  honorable  gentleman  who  sat  near  me 
at  once  said,  before  I  spoke,  that  the  honorable 
member  was  entirely  in  error. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  spoke  from  my  personal 
hearing.    The  statement  was  made  in  the  House. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  It  is  a  matter  of  memory.  It 
really  makes  no  difference  to  me,  however,  be- 
cause I  can  prove  that  the  statement  is  not  cor- 
rect. The  Maori  members  were  not  sought  for 
by  mo.  A  meeting  hod  been  arranged  at  their 
request,  but  it  was  adjourned  because  we  could 
not  get  a  satisfactory  interpreter.  I  then  had  a 
meeting  with  the  Native  members  in  Mr.  Locke's 
house,  he  being  ill  in  bed.  There  were  also  pre- 
sent my  honorable  friend  Mr.  Rolleston,  the 
honorable  member  for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  Beetham), 
and  Mr.  Ormond.  Every  word  tliat  passed  was 
heard  by  those  honorable  gentlemen.  I  have 
asked  them  to  be  good  enough  to  put  down  in 
writing  what  took  place,  and  they  have  done  so. 
I  did  the  same.  I  have  compared  the  two  ac- 
counts, and  there  is  a  substantial  agreement  be- 
tween them.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  House 
wishes  me  to  read  the  document ;  I  am  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  House  as  to  that ;  but  it  com- 
pletely exonerates  me  from  the  imputation  that 
1  had  held  out  any  unreasonable  hopes  whatever, 
or  said  a  single  word  which  I  should  be  a^^hamed 
to  see  published  in  every  newspaper  in  the  colony. 
The  following  is  the  statement : — 

"The  following  is  my  recollection  of  what 
passed  between  Mr.  Hall,  Te  Wheoro,  and  Henare 
Tomoana : — 

"Henare  Tomoana  told  me  he  and  Wheoro 
wished  to  meet  Mr.  Hall  at  Mr.  Locke's  lodgings : 
the  object  being  to  get  a  i*eliable  means  of  com- 
munication between  the  parties. 

*'A  meeting  was  arranged  accordingly;  Mr. 
Hall,  Mr.  Rolleston,  Mr.  Beetham,  Mr.  Te 
Wheoro,  Mr.  Henare  Tomoana,  and  myself  being 
present.   Mr.  Locke  interpreted. 

"  Henare  Tomoana  said  one  of  their  wishes  was 
to  have  the  dealing  with  the  land  handed  over  to 
the  Maori  Ministers. 

"  Mr.  Hall  replied  that  could  not  be  done  ;  and 
aaked  if  he  meant  right  of  interference  with  the 
Land  Court,  &o. 

"  Henare  explained  he  meant  land  that  had  not 
been  through  the  Court ;  and  Mr.  Hall  declined 


to  make  any  definite  reply,  saying  he  would 
consider  the  question,  and  reply  at  some  future 
meeting. 

"Henare  Tomoana  and  Te  Wheoro  inquired 
what  the  position  of  Maori  Ministers  would  be 
under  Mr.  Hall's  Government,  if  he  took  office, 
particularly  what  name  thoy  would  be  known  by. 
Both  chiefs  complained  that,  in  the  past,  the  so- 
called  Maori  Ministers  h^  had  no  power  or  re- 
cognized duties.    They  instanced  Hoani  Nahe. 

"Mr.  Hall  replied  that  any  Native  acting  as 
Maori  Minister  with  him  would  be  expected  to 
work,  and  would  have  a  recognized  position ;  that 
he  would  consider  about  the  name,  and  commu- 
nicate again.  On  Native  matters  they  would,  in 
conjunction  with  the  European  Minister  having 
charge  of  Native  affairs,  make  recommendations 
to  Cabinet,  and  take  part  in  their  discussion  and 
consideration.  They  would  be  expected  to  take 
an  active  part  in  seeing  the  decisions  of  the  Gk>« 
vernment  on  Native  matters  given  effect  to  among 
their  countrymen. 

"  Henare  Tomoana  expressed  an  opinion  there 
should  be  Native  committees  in  each  principal 
district,  working  under  the  European  and  Native 
Ministers.  But  Mr.  Hall  made  no  reply  to  that 
proposal. 

"The  interview  then  terminated,  the  Natives 
undertaking  to  put  their  views  in  writing,  for  Mr. 
Hall's  consideration. 

"  I  omitted  to  say  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
interview,  Mr.  Hall  slated  his  main  object  was  to 
get  rid  of  personal  government  in  Native  affairs, 
and  to  so  work  as  to  bring  the  Natives  and 
Europeans  equally  under  the  laws'of  the  oountiy; 
that  that  would  be  his  great  object,  and  so  get  rid 
of  the  attempt  at  personal  government  aa  prac- 
tised by  the  present  Native  Minister. 

"  October  6, 1879."  "  J.  D.  Oemond. 

"  We  thoroughly  concur  in  Mr.  Ormond's  re- 
port of  the  conversation  between  the  Natives  and 
Mr.  Hall.  "  GEOBas  Beetham. 

"  W.  Rolleston." 

"  On  Friday  evening  Henare  Tomoana  handed 
me  a  paper  in  Maori,  which  he  said  contained  the 
views  of  Te  Wheoro  and  himself.  He  asked  me 
to  get  Mr.  Hall  to  sign  it.  I  told  him  Mr.  Hall 
was  too  bufcy  to  look  at  the  paper  then ;  that  it 
must  be  translated  and  considered ;  and  that  I 
would  get  Mr.  Hall  to  fix  some  time  to  meet  him 
and  Te  Wheoro  about  it.  I  did  not  myself  look 
at  the  paper  until  the  next  day.  When  I  met 
Henare  I  told  him  it  contained  reference  to  sub- 
jects that  had  never  been  named  at  our  interviews, 
and  which  would  never  be  agreed  to  by  any  Go- 
vernment or  party.  This  he  allowed,  and  said  the 
subjects  I  referred  to  had  been  inserted  by  himself 
and  Te  Wheoro,  without  any  previous  communi- 
cation with  us.  "J.  D.  Obicond. 

"October  6, 1879." 

Tliat  gives  a  plain  and  straightforward  account 
of  what  took  place  between  myself  and  the  honor- 
able Maori  menibers.  I  should  not  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  this  explanation,  if  the 
statements  made  on  the  evening  in  question  had 
not  gone  beyond  the  four  walls  of  this  House  $ 


Digitized  by 


GoogLe 


220 


Minisferial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement 


[Oct.  U 


becanse  I  think  the  intention  of  those  statements 
and  their  general  character  were  sufficiently  ob- 
yious  to  those  who  heard  them.  Nor  sliould  I 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  make  the  explana- 
tion to  any  gentlemen  who  hare  known  me  for 
any  length  of  time.  But,  Sir,  those  statements 
are  on  record,  and  they  will  go  to  parts  of  New 
Zealand  where  I  am  not  personally  known ;  the 
character  of  its  public  men  is  the  property  of  the 
colony,  and  a  cloud  should  not  rest  upon  their 
character  when  that  cloud  can  be  dispelled.  I 
will  only  say,  with  reference  to  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Tomoana,  that  an  honorable  gentleman  who 
sat  near  me  at  the  time  said  at  once  that  the  in- 
terpretation  was  not  correct. 

Mr.-SHEEHAN.— Name. 

Mr.  HALL.— Mr.  Ormond. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.^He  does  not  speak  Maori. 

Mr.  HALL. — He  may  not  be  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  Native  language  and  manners  and  cus- 
toms as  the  honorable  gentleman ;  but  still  he 
possesses  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  Maori  lan- 


fage;  and  his  assertion  was  confirmed,  before 
had  been  ten  minutes  out  of  the  House,  by 
others  who  are  undoubtedly  Maori  scholars.    I 


apologize  for  having  taken  up  the  time  of  the 
House.  I  promised  to  state  to  the  House  what 
the  real  facts  of  the  case  were.  I  have  now  done 
BO.  I  can  only  add  that,  if  I  had  held  out  the 
extravagant  expectations  that  were  mentioned,  I 
should  have  teen  unworthy  to  fill  the  office  I 
now  hold.  I  thank  the  House  very  much  for 
having  listened  to  me. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — As  a  statement  made  by 
myself  has  been  impugned  by  the  honorable 
gentleman,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  very 
few  words.  First  of  all,  I  will  say  at  once  that  I 
accept,  at  I  am  bound  to  accept,  the  honorable 
gentleman's  own  denial  that  he  made  these  pro- 
mises. But  I  will  point  out  to  him  this :  that, 
in  the  very  paper  he  has  now  read,  the  Maori 
member  admits  that  he  said  these  things  in  the 
House,  but  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  say  so — 
it  was  his  own  thought. 

Mr.  HALL. — No ;  he  does  not  say  he  stated 
them  in  the  House.  He  said  he  put  them  in  a 
letter  which  he  handed  to  Mr.  Ormond,  and 
which  I  have  never  yet  seen. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  —  I  say  this  much  in  the 

Sresence  of  the  House,  in  the  presence  of  the 
faori  members,  and  in  the  presence  of  several 
gentlemen  who  speak  Maori:  that  what  the  honor- 
able gentleman  did  say  was  this — in  substance : 
"Mr.  Hall  is  a  new  man  to  me.  I  have  seen 
him.  I  did  not  go  to  him ;  he  came  to  me.  I 
asked  him  so-and-so,  and  he  said  Yes;  I  asked 
him  so-and-so,  and  he  said  Yes ;  I  asked  him 
so-and-so,  and  he  said  Yes "  —  three  distinct 
statements  one  aft-er  the  other.  Now,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  listened  to  these  things  being  put 
into  English  by  the  interpreter :  why  not  chal- 
lenge them  then  P  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy 
of  Ranaardf  which  I  undertake  to  say  has  been 
distinctly  altered  and  garbled,  but  which  yet  con- 
tains one  most  important  statement.  It  is  this : — 
*'  I  said  to  Mr.  Hall,  *  If  your  side  gets  into 
power,  will  you  have  a  Native  Minister?*  He 
said,  *  Yes.*    *  Will  you  give  to  the  Native  Minii- 


ter — to  the  Maori  Minister — the  sole  power  of 
managing  Native  afikirs  P '     He  said, '  Yes.* " 

Mr.  HALL. — I  would  venture  to  suggest  that 
the  only  point  as  to  which  I  impugned  the 
honorable  gentleman's  statement  was  his  asser- 
tion that  Mr.  Tomoana  had  said  thai  I  promised 
to  stop  the  sales  and  leases  oi  land.  There,  I 
say,  the  honorable  gentleman  is  incorrect;  and 
that  is  the  only  point  at  issue  between  us.  The 
rest  is  not  a  matter  between  myself  and  the 
honorable  gentleman,  but  between  myself  and 
my  honorable  colleague.  Therefore  I  do  not 
think  any  statement  the  honorable  gentleman 
may  make  beyond  that  point  is  a  personal  ex- 
planation. He  is  initiating  a  discussion  in  which 
I  ought  to  be  allowed  to  tMe  part. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — I  am  simply  quoting  from 
Hansard,  which,  to  my  mind,  even  now,  in  its 
present  state,  altered  as  it  has  been  very  ma- 
terially, confirms  what  I  said  at  the  time.  The 
honorable  member  continued, — 

"  I  explained  to  him  that  I  was  not  speaking 
about  those  lands  which  have  been  operated  on 
by  the  law — Crown-granted  lands  —  but  purely 
Native  lands." 

Well,  if  he  is  to  have  the  whole  control  of 
Maori  affairs,  he  must  necessarily  have  the 
management  of  these  lands.  I  say  I  accept 
the  honorable  gentleman's  denial  at  once,  as  I 
am  bound  to  do  in  honor,  and  which  I  would 
do  irrespective  of  the  obligation  imposed  by  the 
rules  of  the  House.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Native  member  did  say  these  things  in  the 
House.  They  were  heard  by  myself  and  four  or 
five  other  members  who  speak  Maori.  They  were 
interpreted  into  EngUsh ;  the  honorable  gentle- 
man did  not  get  up  and  deny  them  ;  and  I  think 
I  vras  fairly  warranted  in  concluding  that  there 
was  some  truth  in  them.  I  beg  to  draw  your 
att-ention.  Sir,  to  the  fact  that  the  report  of  the 
speech  of  the  Native  member  as  printed  is  utterly 
incorrect,  entirely  apart  from  the  question  be- 
tween the  honor.) ble  gentleman  and  myself. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— -In  reference  to  this  matter, 
Sir,  I  wish  to  say  that  a  gentleman  has  been  ac- 
cused of  misinterpreting  what  has  been  said  by  a 
Maori  member,  and,  as  that  gentleman's  mouth  is 
closed,  he  being  an  interpreter  in  the  House,  I 
think  it  is  only  fair  that  the  matter  should  be 
thoroughly  ^one  into ;  and,  for  that  reason,  I  call 
your  attention  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
Premier.  I  think  it  is  only  right  to  young  mem- 
bers like  myself  and  others  that,  where  an  asper- 
sion of  this  character  has  been  cast  upon  the 
interpreter,  it  should  be  probed  to  the  bottom. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  wish  to  notify  to  the 
House  that  I  have  appointed  Mr.  Henry  Hadfleld 
as  an  extra  Maori  interpreter,  and  that  he  sits  on 
the  Government  bench  next  to  Mr.  Tomoana. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  now  ask  the  House  to  bear 
with  me  for  a  few  moments  while  I  complete  the 
statement  which  I  commenced  on  Friday  last.  I 
then  stated  the  intention  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  the  subject  of  electoral  reform.  The 
Bills  which  embody  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment have,  thanks  to  the  great  exertions  of  the 
Attorney-General,  been  prepared.  Some  of  them 
have  been  already  ciroulated,  and  the  rest^  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


MinUterud 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


221 


hope,  will  be  I  n  fche  hands  of  momben  shortly. 
They  will  be  seen  to  differ  considerably  from  the 
proposals  of  the  late  Qoremment,  their  machinery 
being  more  in  conformity  with  that  which  was 
proposed  by  the  present  Attorney- General  in 
1878.  I  propose  to  ask  the  House  to  gire  me 
leaTe  to  introduce  three  Bills  to-day,  and  I  shall 
give  notice  to  ask  for  leave  to  introduce  the  re- 
mainder  to-morrow,  so  that  they  may  be  at  once 
before  the  country.  I  think  the  House  will 
admit  that  we  have  lost  no  time  whatever  in 
bringing  down  our  measures.  We  are  ready  to 
put  them  before  the  country  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment.  With  regard  to  the  land  legis- 
lation, we  propose  to  go  on  with  the  Bill  intro- 
duced by  the  late  Gh>Temment,  introducing  into 
it  sundry  alterations  which  appear  to  us  desirable 
for  the  promotion  of  settlement.  Those  altera- 
tions are  not  ready,  but  they  will  be,  I  hope,  by 
to-morrow  or  Thursday.  With  regard  to  finance 
I  will  not  trouble  the  House  at  any  length  now, 
because  it  is  the  intention  of  my  honorable  col- 
league the  Colonial  Treasurer,  upon  asking  for 
leare  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  "The  Pub- 
lic BeTenues  Act,  1878,"  to  make  a  state- 
ment of  the  financial  position  of  the  colony. 
It  will  perhaps  be  couTeuient  to  honorable  mem- 
bers generally,  and  it  will  be  an  act  of  con- 
sideration towards  myself,  if  he  is  allowed  to 
make  his  statement  at  half-past  seven  o'clock 
this  evening.  I  think  the  House  will  agree  to 
that.  With  regard  to  Native  affiurs,  my  honor- 
able friend  the  Native  Minister  hopes  to  make 
a  full  statement  upon  that  subject  on  Thursday 
next,  or,  at  the  latest,  on  Friday.  He  has  ex- 
erted himself  to  the  utmost  to  be  ready  with 
that  statement  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible, 
but  it  is  not  possible  for  him  to  make  it  before 
Thursday  or  Friday.  I  will  state,  briefly  and 
generally,  what  our  views  are  on  some  of  the 
principal  features  of  this  question.  As  was 
stated  at  the  inlerview  to  which  I  have  just  re- 
ferred, we  believe,  with  regard  to  the  Maori  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Council,  that  they  have  not 
yet  been  made  as  useful  to  the  countiy  as  they 
might  be.  They  have  not  had  given  to  them 
such  a  defined  position  as  it  is  desirable  they 
shonld  have.  They  have  been — not  to  use  too 
strong  a  term — ^mere  nonentities,  or,  at  any  rate, 
comparative  nonentities.  We  propose  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  giving  them  a  definite  title,  and,  if 
not  defining,  at  any  rate  indicating,  the  duties 
which  they  shall  be  called  upon  to  perform.  We 
believe  this  will  be  acceptable  to  themselves, 
and  will  very  much  assist  the  European  Na- 
tive Minister  in  the  administration  of  afiairs. 
With  regard  to  the  west  coast  of  this  Island, 
we  regret  to  find  that— as  no  doubt  the  House 
is  well  aware — a  very  large  expenditure  is  going 
on,  consequent  on  preparations  for  defence,  which 
are  no  doubt  necessary.  We  do  not  deny  the  ne- 
cessity of  them — that  they  are  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  a  considerable  part  of  that  district.  We 
are  sufi*«ring  not  only  from  that  expense,  but 
more  largely  stiU  firom  the  loss  infiicted  upon  the 
settlers  by  the  comparative  suspension  of  their 
industrial  occupations  —  the  operations  of  the 
settlers  of  a  large  portion  of  the  colony  having 
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become  almost  paralyzed.  We  feel  bound  to  exert 
ourselves  to  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  things,  both 
by  our  duty  to  the  colony  and  by  the  admiration 
which  we  feel,  not  only  for  the  public  spirit 
which  has  been  evinced  by  the  settlers  through- 
out this  trying  crisis,  but  also  because  of  the 
remarkable  forbearance  which  they  have  shown 
under  circumstances  of  considerable  provocation. 
The  Gt>Temment  is  aware  that  allegations  have 
been  made  to  the  effect  that  these  difficulties  arise 
to  a  very  considerable  extent  from  unfulfilled  pro- 
mises nude  for  some  time  past  by  G-ovemmeut 
agents,  and  that  the  Natives  themselves  have  just 
cause  for  complaint  under  that  head.  The  Gt)vem« 
ment  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  this 
subject  should  be  inquired  into  by  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission composed  not  of  subordinate  officers  of 
the  Government,  but  of  gentlemen  whose  cha- 
racter and  reputation  will  give  weight  to  their 
decisions  and  opinions  with  the  people  of  both 
races.  So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain, 
these  complaints  as  to  unfulfilled  promises  do  not 
extend  to  that  part  of  the  district  which  is  called 
the  Waimate  Plains — they  really  refer  to  other 
parts  of  the  district;  but  the  whole  subject 
will  be  fully  inquired  into.  The  Gbvemment 
have  a  confident  hope,  based  upon  the  best  infor- 
mation, that  they  will  be  able,  at  an  early  date, 
to  put  an  end  to  this  serious  state  of  things, 
without  running  any  risk  of  actual  disturbance. 
The  Native  Minister,  as  I  have  already  said, 
will  make  a  full  statement  upon  this  and  other 
subjects  at  an  early  date.  The  Native  land  ques- 
tion is  divided  into  two  branches — the  question 
of  the  Native  Land  Court,  for  ascertaimng  the 
title,  and  the  question  of  the  terms  upon  which 
Native  lands  shall  be  allowed  to  be  alienated. 
With  regard  to  the  Court,  we  believe  that  its 
machinery  is  cumbersome  and  complicated :  the 
law  is  spread  over  a  great  many  Acts,  and  is 
generally  in  an  unsatisfactory  state.  Even  if  we 
cannot  deal  with  the  second  branch  of  the  ques- 
tion during  the  present  session,  we  propose  to 
put  the  ascertainment  of  title  to  Native  lands 
upon  a  better  footing.  With  regard  to  the  aliena- 
tion of  Native  land,  that  question  is  in  a  very 
unsatisfactory  condition.  Honorable  members 
who  have  taken  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  this 
colony  will  remember  that  three  or  four  years  ago 
the  result  of  the  operations  of  the  Gt>vemment, 
purchasing  Native  land,  had  proved  so  unsatisfac- 
tory, that  it  was  almost  unanimously  determined 
to  put  an  end  to  the  system.  The  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  made  that  announce- 
ment in  his  first  Statement  as  Native  Minister. 
That  resolution  seems  practically  to  have  been 
revoked,  and,  instead  of  the  Government  retiring 
from  the  purchase  of  Native  land,  their  pre- 
emptive right  has  been  practically  resumed.  It 
is  not  formally  resumed,  it  is  true,  but  it  has 
been  resumed  in  a  way  which  enables  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  the  laud  in  some  cases  and  to 
waive  the  right  to  purchase  in  others.  When 
we  are  placed  in  possession  of  full  information 
as  to  the  result  of  the  G-overnment  land-pur- 
chase operations,  and  time  has  been  given  to  let 
it  become  thoroughly  known  outside,  the  public 
will  be  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  result 
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dissatisfied  as  they  have  been  on  former 
occasions  —  and  the  Q-oTemment  will  be  re- 
quested to  retire  as  speedilj  as  possible  from 
the  position  it  has  lately  taken  up.  A  proposal 
was  mentioned,  in  the  Speech  of  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  to  create  a  provision  by 
wliich  the  Government  should  sell  the  land  on 
behalf  of  the  Maoris.  That  proposal  originated 
with  Sir  William  Martin,  and  was  adopted  by 
Sir  Julius  Yogel.  It  is  by  no  means  the  first 
time  it  has  been  heard  of.  The  Government 
look  very  favourably  indeed  upon  that  proposal, 
believinjK  that  it  may  be  productive  of  much 
good,  if  carefully  carried  out,  not  only  to  the 
Siaori,  but  to  the  European  settler:  I  cannot 
say  at  the  present  moment  whether  we  shall  be 
able,  during  the  present  session,  to  complete  a 
scheme  to  give  effect  to  the  suggestion.  There 
are  only  two  other  points  upon  which  I  wish 
to  trouble  the  House.  We  propose  at  once  to 
give  instructions  by  which  what  we  believe  to 
be  a  great  mistake,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  will  be 
put  an  end  to.  Without  incurring  any  additional 
expense,  we  propose  that  the  Government  adver- 
tisements shall  be  given  to  the  newspapers  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  insure  fair  and  ample 
publicity,  and  shall  be  distributed  without  any 
reference  to  the  political  opinions  of  those  papers. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that,  whatever  Govern- 
ment is  in  office,  that  must  be  done.  The  only 
other  point  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  is  as  to  the 
**  Hinemoa,"  and  the  large  expense  which  has 
been  incurred  of  late  in  keeping  up  that  vessel. 
While  the  present  state  of  affairs  on  the  West 
Coast  continues,  wo  do  not  propose  to  take  any 
decided  measures  in  the  matter ;  but,  as  soon  as 
the  time  arrives  when  there  will  be  no  reasonable 
probability  that  the  steamer  will  be  required  for 
the  conveyance  of  troops,  we  shall  lay  up  one  of 
the  two  steamers.  We  reserve  for  consideration 
whether  it  is  advisable  to  dispose  of  one  of  them  ; 
but,  in  the  meantime,  one  will  be  kept  for  all  the 
purposes  for  which  a  Government  steamer  should 
properly  be  employed;  and  for  other  duties, 
should  it  be  necessary,  we  can  provide  at  a  much 
less  expense  than  the  ^^Hinemoa"  has  cost  of 
late.  I  will  only  add  that  we  are  anxious  to  go 
on  with  the  business  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
and  to  put  our  views  fairly  before  the  country. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  ELECTORS  BILL. 
Mr.  HALL. — I  now  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  electors 
qualified  to  vote  at  elections  of  members  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentativps.  The  manner  in  which 
the  Government  propose  to  deal  with  this  ques- 
tion is  to  divide  the  subject  into  fire  or  six 
parts,  as  was  done  in  1868  —  not  to  put  into 
one  Bill  the  whole  question  of  the  qualification 
and  registration  of  electors,  the  conduct  of  elec- 
tions, and  so  on  ;  but  to  deal  with  the  franchise 
in  one  Bill,  which  will  be  comparatively  short, 
to  put  into  a  second  the  provision  to  be  made 
for  the  Maori  representation,  and  into  a  third 
the  provision  to  be  made  for  the  registration  of 
electors.  The  subject  of  the  regulation  of  elec- 
tions will  be  put  into  a  fourth  Bill,  the  preven- 
tion of  corrupt  practice!  at  electiont  into  a  fifth, 
Mr.  Hmll 


and  the  manner  of  dealing  with  election  petitiont 
into  a  sixth.  We  believe  that  that  will  be  a 
more  convenient  method  of  dealing  with  the  whole 
question,  and  it  will  be  safer :  because,  when  the 
whole  subject  is  included  in  one  large  Bill,  one 
honorable  member  objects  to  one  part  of  the  Bill, 
another  to  another,  and  in  the  aggre^ion  of 
these  objections  the  Bill  itself  runs  increased 
risk }  whereas,  if  it  is  divided  into  parts,  there 
is  a  fairer  chance  of  each  Bill  becoming  law. 
The  measures  we  propose  to  introduce  are  those 
introduced  last  session  by  the  present  Attorney- 
General.  With  regard  to  the  franchise,  as  men- 
tioned by  the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  in  moving  the  Address  in  Reply,  it 
cannot  fairly  be  stated  that  the  present  fran- 
chise is  not  a  liberal  one.  Under  the  Consti- 
tution Act  a  vote  is  given  to  every  person 
possessed  of  freehold  property  of  the  value  of 
£50.  Every  leaseholder  and  every  householder 
has  the  right  to  vote,  and  to  that  has  been  added 
a  lodgers'  franchise,  a  miners'  franchise,  and  a 
measure  which  gives  a  vote  to  every  person  who 
pays  rates,  however  small.  Practically  at  the 
present  time  we  have  not  an  illiberal  franchise. 
I  do  not  think  that  can  fairly  be  denied ;  and 
the  proof  of  it  is  this :  that  a  larger  proportion 
of  the  male  population  of  this  colony  is  on  the 
electoral  roll  than  is  the  case  in  any  of  the 
Australian  Colonies,  where  the  franchise  is  said 
to  be  more  liberal.  We  believe,  however,  that 
it  is  desirable  to  make  an  alteration.  One  of 
the  main  reasons  for  dissatisfaction  with  the  pre- 
sent system  has  arisen  not  from  the  franchise 
itself,  but  from  the  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
exercising  it,  and  the  difficulty  of  registration. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  do  not  think  the 
people  themselves  have  taken  as  much  trouble 
in  the  matter  as  it  was  desirable  they  should 
have  done ;  and  I  also  think  the  Government 
might,  from  time  to  time,  have  provided  greater 
facilities  for  registration.  Before  I  go  further, 
perhaps  the  House  will  allow  me  to  allude  to 
statements  that  have  been  made  as  to  my 
opinions  on  this  question.  Scraps  have  been 
quoted  from  my  speeches  in  this  regard,  which 
were  very  imperfect  and  very  unfair.  The  view 
I  have  always  taken  of  the  matter  is  this :  How 
can  we  get  the  best  government?^  Whatever 
system  tends  to  that  end,  it  is  our  duty  to  adopt 
it.  I  arrive  at  exactly  the  same  result  as  honor- 
able members  who  like,  perhaps,  a  more  popular 
view  of  this  question ;  but  I  have  never  been 
willing  to  pretend  that  mv  reasons  are  what  they 
are  not.  I  have  never  uirunk  from  expressing 
my  opinions  because  I  was  at  all  afraid  that  it 
would  make  me  unpopular,  and  I  have  no  recwon 
whatever  to  regret  the  result.  I  thank  the  House 
for  allowing  me  to  make  these  few  remarks, 
because  I  scarcely  think  justice  was  done  me 
when  the  extracts  were  read  ou  a  recent  occa- 
sion. Sir,  we  propose  to  extend  the  franchise, 
and  to  give  increased  facilities  for  registration. 
We  propose  that  every  man  shall  have  the  right 
(o  vote  who  has  lived  one  year  in  the  colony  and 
six  months  in  the  electoral  district  for  which  he 
wishes  to  register.  We  propose  that  there  shall 
thus  be  a  recognition  of  the  principle  of  manhood 
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BuffVsge ;  and,  in  order  that  there  may  he  a  rea- 
sonable recognition  of  the  claims  of  property,  we 
propose  that  every  man  who  owns  a  freehold  of 
the  ralue  of  £25  shall  hare  the  right  to  vote. 
That,  we  believe,  is  not  only  a  reasonable  recogni- 
tion of  property,  but  a  concession  to  a  class  of 
small  freeholders  who,  in  any  country,  are  a  valu- 
able part  of  the  population.  We  propose  that 
this  shall  bo  confined  to  the  European  popula- 
tion. The  manner  in  which  we  intend  to  provide 
for  the  Maori  population  will  be  stated  hereafter. 
We  also  propose  that  the  task  of  registering 
shall  not  be  thrown  on  the  electors  themselves, 
but  that  Goremment  officers  shall  be  appointed 
in  each  electoral  district  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  see  that  every  man  who  has  a  right  to  rote 
shall  have  his  name  placed  on  the  roll.  I  shall 
refer  to  the  question  more  at  length  when  I  come 
to  deal  with  the  Registration  of  Electors  Bill. 
My  statement  to-day  must  be  of  a  more  general 
character.  We  propose,  as  I  say,  that  there  shall 
be  a  Government  officer  in  each  electoral  district, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  see  that  every  man 
who  has  a  right  to  be  on  the  electoral  roll  shall 
haye  his  name  placed  there ;  who  shall  also  see 
that  the  rolls  are  corrected  from  time  to  time ; 
that  every  opportunity  shall  be  given  to  the  public 
to  examine  the  rolls  ;  and,  if  there  is  any  objection 
to  names  on  the  roll,  or  any  improper  insertion  of 
names,  the  case  may  be  tried  at  once  in  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate's  Court.  We  think  that  this 
provision  will  meet  the  case  of  miners,  most  of 
whom  will  be  resident-s  in  districts,  and  therefore 
on  the  roll.  It  will  also  get  out  of  the  difficulty 
with  regard  to  ratepayers.  Although  that  is 
theoretically  a  very  good  means  of  getting  names 
placed  on  the  electoral  roll,  still,  when  put  into 
practice,  there  are  considerable  difficulties  in  the 
way.  For  instance,  the  boundaries  of  road  dis- 
tricts for  which  the  ratepayers*  roll  is  made  up 
are  in  very  many  cases  not  coterminoos  with  the 
electoral  district,  and  there  are  other  difficulties, 
so  that  practically  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to 
use  the  ratepayers'  rolls  for  putting  names  on  the 
electoral  rolls  for  this  House.  Under  the  system 
we  propose,  which  is  rery  simple,  all  that  diffi- 
culty will  be  avoided.  We  do  not  think  it  will 
lead  the  country  into  any  further  expense  than 
attends  the  present  system,  because  it  will  relieye 
OS  from  the  large  cost  of  advertising,  which  is 
rery  heavy.  We  believe  that  the  amount  saved 
in  this  respect  will  very  nearly  coyer  the  cost  of 
a  much  more  perfect  system.  That  is  the  sub- 
stance of  the  Bill  which  I  now  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce— the  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW.  —  Sir,  before  you  put 
that  question,  I  desire  to  ask  your  ruling  as  to 
whether  I  shall  be  in  order  in  moving  an  amend- 
ment. Perhaps  I  had  better  read  that  amend- 
ment. It  is  as  follows  :  "  That  this  House,  while 
determined  to  pass,  during  the  present  session,  a 
measure  to  amend  the  electoral  laws  of  the  colony, 
declines  to  allow  leave  to  introduce  this  Bill  until 
it  has  been  shown  that  the  present  Ministry  pos- 
sesses the  confidence  of  the  House.'* 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  that  amend- 
ment would  be  in  order.  It  is  stated  in  Ifoy, 
"  Amendments  have  occasionally  been  made  to  a 


question  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  by  which 
its  proposed  title  has  been  altered."  An  amend- 
ment cannot  go  beyond  that,  at  the  present  stage 
of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— If  it  is  not  competent 
for  me  to  move  that  amendment,  I  can  see  no- 
thing else  for  it  but  to  negative  every  GK)vemment 
motion.  Not  that  we  object  to  the  measures  them- 
selves on  their  merits,  but  we  think  they  should 
be  negatived  until  such  time  as  it  is  determined 
whether  the  Government  possess  the  confidence 
of  the  House  or  not.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
on  Friday  last  this  House  by  a  majority  decided 
not  to  proceed  with  the  second  reading  of  the 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  with  a  view  of  enabling 
the  position  of  the  Government  to  be  determined 
before  any  important  business  was  proceeded 
with.  I  had  hoped  the  Government  would  have 
seen  their  way  to  give  an  opportunity  to-day  for 
bringing  forward  the  motion  of  which  I  gave 
notice,  so  as  to  bring  the  question  to  an  issue  at 
once.  I  may  say  that  this  side  of  the  House 
is  exceedingly  anxious  to  proceed  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  at  once,  and  the  best  evidence 
of  the  determination  of  this  side  that  talk  shall 
give  place  to  work  is  the  selection  of  myself — 
one  of  the  non-talkers — to  move  the  motion  of 
no-confidence.  I  may  say,  however,  that  there  is 
one  measure  of  the  Gfovemment  which  I  am  pre- 
pared to  accept — the  Public  Revenues  Bill.  I 
should  not  be  prepared,  nor  would  other  honor- 
able members  on  this  side  of  the  House  be  pre- 
pared, to  negative  that  Bill,  because  I  understand 
it  is  a  matter  of  urgency,  and  possibly  the  public 
credit  may  be  affected  by  it.  We  are,  therefore, 
prepared  at  once  to  go  into  that  question,  if  neces- 
sary ;  but,  with  re^rd  to  all  the  others,  I  see 
nothing  for  it  but  to  negative  every  one,  until 
such  time  as  the  House  has  determined  whether 
the  Government  possess  its  confidence  or  not. 

Mr.  PITT.— I  should  like  to  ask  whether,  if 
the  measure  now  proposed  to  be  introduced  by 
the  Government  is  negatived  by  the  Opposition, 
a  motion  for  the  introduction  of  a  similar  Bill 
can  be  brought  forward  this  session. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  House  refuse  leave 
to  introduce  this  Bill  now,  it  cannot  be  intro- 
duced again  this  session. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  find  in  the  latest 
edition  of  3fay, — 

"  It  is  to  be  observed  that,  when  the  question 
for  the  first  reading  of  a  Bill  is  negatived,  the 
House  merely  determines  that  the  Bill  shall  not 
now  be  read  ;  and  the  question  may  therefore  be 
repeated  on  a  future  oay,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
County  Elections  BiU,  1852,  where  it  was  twice 
negatived.  After  the  first  vote  of  the  House, 
the  BUI  was  no  longer  among  the  Orders  of  the 
day ;  but  notice  was  given,  and  a  motion  made, 
to  read  the  Bill  a  first  time.** 

I  apprehend  the  same  rule  will  apply  to  the 
introduction  of  a  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  am  quite  aware  of  the 
rule  with  regard  to  the  first,  second,  or  third 
reading  of  a  Sill ;  but  that  is  not  the  question  at 
present  before  the  House.  In  the  case  of  the 
first,  second,  or  third  reading  of  a  Bill  the  ques- 
tion put  is,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  first, 
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second,  or  third  time;  and- the  House  will, if  it 
thinks  fit,  decide  that  it  shall  not  be  now  read 
a  first,  second,  or  third  time,  which  does  not 
preyent  the  question  being  put  again  at  some 
future  time.  In  the  present  case  the  Premier  has 
asked  leaxe  to  introduce  a  Bill,  and  the  word 
now  does  not  come  into  the  question,  so  that,  if 
leaye  be  refused,  the  motion  canuot  be  again 
brought  forward  this  session. 

Mr.  GISBORNB.—Might  I  call  jour  attention 
to  this  point,  Sir :  Leaye  is  asked  to  introduce  a 
Bill  of  which  we  haye  no  copy.  If  we  negative 
that  motion,  surely  it  does  not  prevent  some  Bill 
different  from  that  now  sought  to  be  introduced 
being  brought  in  afterwards.  It  does  not  pre- 
vent another  Bill  relating  to  the  qualification  of 
electors  being  introduced. 

Mr.  HALL. — Speaking  to  the  point  of  order. 
Sir,  my  motion  is  for  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill 
definine  the  qualifications  of  electors  for  mem- 
bers 01  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  That  is 
a  definite  motion.  There  is  no  Bill  before  the 
House,  and  the  question  is  whether,  if  the 
House  now  refuses  leave  to  introduce  such  a  Bill, 
that  motion  can  be  brought  on  again  this  ses- 
sion. On  that  point,  I  submit  myself  entirely 
to  your  ruling.  Sir.' 

Mr.  PYKE.— I  should  like  to  know  whether,  if 
the  calamity  should  occur  which  is  so  much  feared 
by  the  present  leader  of  the  Government,  there  is 
not  already  on  the  Order  Paper  a  Bill  relating  to 
this  subject  with  which  the  House  can  proceed. 

Mr.  SPEAKBR."-It  is  my  duty  not  to  allow 
a  resolution  to  be  introduced  which  is  substan- 
tially the  same  as  a  resolution  which  has  already 
beem  negatived  during  the  same  session.  There- 
fore I  do  not  think  that  another  resolution  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  that  now  before  the  House 
can  be  introduced  this  session,  if  the  present  one 
be  negatived. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Upon  the  first  point  referr^ 
to  you.  Sir,  I  would  submit  that  we  are  an  inde- 
pendent Legislature,  that  we  are  acting  under  a 
Constitution  not  similar  to  the  Constitution  of 
Great  Britain,  and  that  we  have  a  right  to  esta- 
blish precedents  for  ourselyes.  We  are  quite 
capable  of  doing  so ;  and  I  think  we  ought  to  bear 
in  mind  the  great  crisis  in  which  the  colony  is 
at  present,  with  a  Government  sitting  on  those 
benches  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  Parlia- 
ment  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understand  the  honorable 
member  to  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  That  being 
so,  he  cannot  proceeid  to  criticise  the  position 
of  the  Government.  I  would  also  point  out  to 
the  honorable  member  that  we  have  a  Standing 
Order  which  says, — 

"In  all  cases  not  hereinbefore  provided  for, 
Mr.  Speaker  shall  decide,  taking  for  his  guide  the 
rules,  forms,  and  usages  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, so  far  as  the  same  can  be  applied  to  the 
proceedings  of  this  House." 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  that  is  the  very  point.  1 
deny  the  application  of  that  rule 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  bound  to  follow  the 
usages  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  absence 
of  rules  of  this  House  on  specific  points. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— In  so  far  as  applicable  to  the 
Mr.  Speaker 


circumstances  of  this  country.  I  say  a  question 
like  the  pi*eeent  has  never  arisen  in  the  House  of 
Commons  or  here,  and  I  think  I  have  a  right  to 
bring  that  point  forward.  We  have  never  before 
had  an  Address  sent  to  the  Governor  in  which 
the  House  declared  that  it  had  no  confidence  in 
the  Government  as  constituted 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  not  a  point  of  order. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — ^The  real  question  before  us  is, 
that  the  liberties  of  the  colony  for  all  future  time 
are  to  depend  upon  a  technical  point  of  order. 
I  apprehend  there  must  be.  some  way  in  which  I 
can  raise  the  discussion.  I  am  perfectly  inde- 
pendent myself.  I  am  in  no  way  interested  in 
the  change  of  Government.  I  am  to  gain  nothing 
by  it  myself :  that  is  very  well  understood.  But 
where  I  feel  a  wrong  is  being  done  to  the  whole 
community 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  say  the  honorable 
member  is  out  of  order  in  addressing  these  re- 
marks to  the  House.  There  was  only  a  point 
of  order  before  me  just  now.  Having  decided 
that  point  of  order,  it  would  not  be  becoming  in 
me  to  allow  my  ruling  to  be  further  question^. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  will  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  myself 
in  order,  and  then  I  can  speak  to  anything. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — No.  In  moving  the  i^jonm- 
ment  of  the  House,  a  member  is  not  at  liberty  to 
speak  on  any  subject  set  down  for  discussion  on 
the  Paper.  There  is  that  restriction  on  speaking 
to  a  motion  for  adjournment.  The  honorable 
gentleman  is  at  liberty  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House ;  but  it  will  not  be  competent  for 
him,  under  cover  of  the  motion  for  adjournment^ 
to  discuss  any  Order  of  the  day  or  notice  of 
motion  that  stands  upon  the  Order  Paper,  as 
the  House  has  appointed  another  time  for  their 
consideration. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Would  it  be  competent  for 
me  to  move  that  leave  be  not  now  given  to  intro- 
duce the  BUI  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  competent  to  move  an 
adjournment  until  this  evening. 

Mr.  SUEEHAN.— Quite  so  J  but  I  move  that 
leave  be  not  now  given,  just  as  might  be  done  in 
the  case  of  refusing  to  now  read  the  Bill  a  first 
time.  We  do  not  deny  the  naked  proposition, 
but  simply  say,  "  Wait.''^ 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  proper  course 
would  be  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Then  I  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  until  half-past  seven  o  clock, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  giving  the  honorable 
gentleman  an  opportunity  of  msling  his  Finan- 
cial Statement.  We  want  to  have  those  figures 
before  us,  and,  in  fact,  the  country  wants  to  have 
them.  For  my  part,  I  will  not  take  any  action 
which  will  shut  him  out  from  that  chance.  I 
desire  to  move  that  this  debate  be  adjourned 
imtil  half-past  seven  o'clock ;  and  I  do  so  on  the 
express  condition  that,  after  meeting  at  half-past 
seven,  and  giving  the  honorable  gentleman  an 
opportunity  of  nutking  his  Financial  Statement, 
this  debate  shall  be  resumed. 

Mr.  HALL. — Will  the  honorable  gentlemim 
move  that  the  debate  be  now  adjourned,  with  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


QudlificaHan  qf 


[HOUSE.] 


Electors  Bill 


225 


Tiew  of  the  Financial  Statement  of  mj  honorable 
friend  being  taken  at  half-past  seren  o'clock  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— No.  I  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  nntil  half-past  seren,  under- 
taking to  moTe,  then,  a  further  adjournment  until 
the  Statement  is  giren. 

Mr.  HALL. — On  the  understanding  that  the 
Statement  is  gijen  at  half -past  seyen  o  dock  P 

Mr.  SHE^AN.— So  long  as  we  take  this 
debate  afterwards. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  quite  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  understand,  in  that  case, 
that  we  adjourn  this  debate  until  half-past  seren. 

Mr.  HALL.—  It  is  simply  this :  The  honorable 
gentleman  moves  that  this  debate  be  now  ad- 
journed, and  he  will  then  move  the  adjournment 
until  half -past  seyen,  it  being  undersUxKi  that  at 
half-past  seven  we  proceed  to  the  twelfth  notice 
of  motion,  in  order  to  have  the  Financial  State- 
ment made. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  — It  being  also  understood 
that,  after  that  is  done,  we  can  bring  on  this 
debate.    That  is  quite  sufficient  for  us. 

Mr.  HALL. — Leaving  it  to  the  House  to  decide 
it  then. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — I  am  quite  prepared  to  move 
that  the  House  adjourn  until  half^past  seven.  Of 
course  I  cannot  make  that  addition  to  it ;  but, 
if  honorable  gentlemen  on  that  side  will  not 
agree  to  accept  these  terms,  1  will  alter  the  terms 
of  my  proposition,  and  compel  them  to  accept  it. 
I  do  not  want  to  do  that.  I  want  to  act  fairly. 
If  the  other  side  will  agree  to  aecept  the  proposal 
to  adjourn  until  half-past  seven,  on  condition 
that  we  adjourn  farther  until  No.  12  comes  up 
and  the  Financial  Statement  is  made,  then  I  will 
support  that,  and  move  it  myself  if  necessary. 
If  it  is  opposed  by  any  member  on  our  side,  I 
will  vote  uong  with  them,  if  they  will  agree  to 
that,  and  allow  No.  12  to  come  up,  in  order  to 
have  the  Financial  Statement,  and  then  go  back 
to  this  debate. 

Major  ATEINSON.—That  is,  the  honorable 
gentleman  proposes  we  should  intercept  this  de- 
bate at  half-past  seven,  with  the  view  of  taking 
the  Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Yes ;  on  condition  that  we 
go  on  with  this  debate  afterwards. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  could  not  prevent  it. 
Tlie  debate  will  be  simply  intercepted.  The 
House  might  order  me  to  make  the  Financial 
Statement  at  the  present  moment,  and  then  the 
debate  would  be  intercepted.  I  presume  the 
debate  would  be  immediately  afterwards  called 
on,  bein^  next  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- 1  understand  the  honorable 
centleman  wishes  to  adjourn  the  debate  until 
half -past  seven,  and,  when  the  time  comrs  to  re- 
sume the  debate,  then  that  he  will  move  a  far- 
ther adjouniment  until  No.  12  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.- On  that  ground,  I  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  until  half-past  seven 
o'clock. 

Mr.  HALL. — If  this  debate  is  adjourned,  the 
House  will  adjourn  until  half- past  seven.  I 
accept  that. 

Mr.  DE  LAX7TOUB.— As  it  seems  likely  we 
•re  to  adjourn  until  half-past  seven  o'clock,  I  wish 


to  call  attention  to  another  matter,  in  order 
that  Mr.  Speaker  may  use  his  judgment  whether 
or  not  it  b  worth  consideration  before  the  House 
meets  again.  I  understand  it  is  a  well-established 
rule  that,  when  businees  has  been  brought  for- 
ward and  put  upon  the  Order  Paper,  the  same 
business  cannot  be  again  put  on  the  Order  Paper 
until  the  original  matter  has  been  discharged 
therefrom.  Now,  leave  has  already  been  given 
to  introduce  a  BUI  to  amend  the  qualification  of 
electors  in  this  colony.  It  is  a  Bill  on  the  Paper 
making  provision  for  the  representation  of  the 
people  in  the  General  Assembly.  That  Bill  em- 
braces the  whole  purport  and  tenor  of  the  Bill 
leave  to  introduce  which  is  now  asked  for.  That 
being  so,  I  hold  that  the  first  Order  asked  for  from 
the  Ministerial  benches,  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  electors,  cannot 
be  gone  on  with  until  the  other  one  is  called  up 
for  judgment,  and  is  executed.  The  course  for 
Ministers  to  take  would  have  been  to  put  up  the 
late  Q>ovemment  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper,  dis- 
pose of,  and  ask  the  Hoase  to  slaughter  it.  But, 
not  having  done  so,  they  cannot  bring  in  another 
Bill  for  the  same  object.  I  do  not  now  ask  you, 
Sir,  to  give  your  ruling,  but  wish  to  give  you  an 
opportunity  of  looking  at  the  Bills,  as  I  intend  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  same  matter  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  contention  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  amounts  to  this :  that, 
when  once  a  Bill  on  a  particular  subject  has  been 
introduced  and  put  on  the  Order  Paper,  no  other 
member  can  introduce  a  Bill  on  the  same  subject. 
That  is  opposed  to  all  parliamentary  practice.  I 
have  known  cases  where  three  or  four  Bills  on 
the  same  subject  have  been  before  the  House 
at  the  same  time.  Therefore,  even  if  the  Bepre- 
sentation  Bill  were  the  Bill  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  supposes,  which  it  is  not,  I  contend 
that  there  is  nothing  to  preyent  every  member 
of  the  House  also  introducing  such  a  Bill  on  the 
same  subject. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- 1  will  look  into  the  matter, 
and  give  my  opinion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  would  like  to  under- 
stand distinctly  your  ruling  on  the  point  as  re- 
gards the  introduction  of  this  Bill.  Do  I  rightly 
understand  your  ruling  to  be  that,  if  leave  is 
refused  to  introduce  this  Bill,  it  cannot  be  again 
introduced  this  session  P 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— But,  on  the  other  hand,  that, 
if  the  first  reading  was  asked  for  by  the  Gt>yern- 
ment  after  it  had  been  introduced,  then  it  could 
be  negatived  by  the  House  and  reintroduced  by 
the  Qovemmeot  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Mr.  PYKE. — Sir,  I  think  honorable  members 
should  understand  clearly  —  especially  as  there 
are  so  many  new  members — wnat  the  effect  of 
that  decision  will  be.  Following  up  the  remark 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Uokitika  (Mr. 
Seddon),  I  must  also  ask  whether,  if  leave  be 
not  given  to  introduce  the  Bill  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Goremment,  we 
cannot  still  proceed  with  the  Bill  already  before 
the  House,  and  set  down  for  second  reading. 
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Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  cannot  give  a  decision  on 
that  point  until  I  look  at  the  other  Bill. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD.— Even  if  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  were  refused,  could  we  not  at  a  subse- 
quent period  of  the  session  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders,  so  that  leave  might  be  given  to  introduce 
the  same  Bill  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes,  I  think  so. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  until  half-patt  seven 
o'clock  p.m. 

HOUSE  BESTJMED. 

Mr.  Spbaxeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— It  vms  on  my  motion  that 
the  debate  on  the  first  notice  of  motion  was  post- 
poned this  afternoon,  to  enable  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer to  make  his  Financial  Statement  to  the 
House  at  half -past  seven  o'clock.  I  propose,  with 
the  approval  of  the  House,  that  the  debate  stand 
adjourned  until  after  Notice  of  Motion  No.  12 
has  been  dealt  with,  so  as  to  enable  the  Statement 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  be  made.  When  that 
Statement  is  made  I  presume  that  the  House  will 
go  back  to  the  consideration  of  the  first  notice  of 
motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  REVENUES  BILL. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  the  circumstances 
under  which  I  am  addressing  jou  this  evening 
are  of  so  exceptional  a  character,  and  the  de- 
mands of  my  honorable  friends  opposite  so  very 
imperious,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  disregard 
what  I,  for  one,  deem  a  very  wise  rule  of  this 
House — that  the  Financial  Statement,  or  rather 
the  statement  of  the  finances  of  the  year,  should 
be  submitted  by  the  Government  to  this  House 
in  a  carefully-prepared  document.  I  do  not  at 
all  believe  in  the  plan  of  the  Treasurer  coming 
down  and  making  what  is  called  an  ordinary 
speech  on  finance.  To  my  mind,  the  plan  that 
we  have  adopted — in  common,  I  think,  with  the 
other  Australian  Colonies — of  submitting  to  the 
House  a  Financial  Statement  in  such  a  form  that 
honorable  gentlemen  can  readilv  understand  our 
finances — is  a  far  preferable  mode  of  dealing  with 
the  question  to  speaking  upon  it  as  I  am  obliged 
under  the  present  circumstances  to  speak  to-night. 
Sir,  our  financial  position  has  not  been  dealt  with 
at  all  for  some  fifteen  months.  The  colony  is,  I 
venture  to  say,  in  a  state  of  complete  darkness  as 
to  our  real  financial  position.  It  is  not  my  busi- 
ness upon  the  present  occasion  to  ask  why  the 
colony  is  in  this  position  ;  but  I  take  it  that  what 
the  House  desires  now  is  that  I  should  give  to  it 
a  broad  outline  of  the  finances,  so  that  honorable 
gentlemen  may  be  enabled  easily  to  comprehend 
what  are  its  main  features,  and  so  determine 
in  their  minds  the  mode  in  which  they  will 
deal  with  the  difficulties  I  shall  present  to  them. 
As,  Sir,  we  have  had  no  statement  of  the  finance 
for  some  fifteen  months,  I  must  ask  you  to  bear 
with  me  while  I  take  you  back  to  the  beginning 
of  the  financial  year  1878-79.  The  then  Colonial 
Treasurer,  Mr.  Ballance,  estimated  that  he  would 
begin  that  year  with  a  surplus  of  £120,468,  I 
may  say  here  that  I  shall  quote  round  numbers 
Mr.  Pyke 


all  through  in  my  address  to-night,  in  order  that 
honorable  members  may  catch  them  the  more 
easily ;  and  in  the  report  of  my  speech  I  shall 
insert  the  correct  figures.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man estimated  the  balance  with  which  he  would 
begin  the  year  at  £120,468.  The  assets  realized 
were  rather  less  than  was  anticipated,  and  the 
liabilities  proved  to  be  somewhat  more.  The 
actual  amount  reahzed  was  £116,844.  The  esti- 
mate was  very  accurate,  the  difference  being  a 
mere  trifle  in  comparison  with  the  large  sums 
that  we  have  to  deal  with.  The  expenditure 
proposed  by  the  late  Government  for  the  year 
1878-79  was  £4,210,436.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  honorable  gentlemen  who  were 
in  the  last  Parliament  that  a  table  was  pre- 
sented by  the  last  Colonial  Treasurer,  Sir  Gkorge 
Grey,  at  the  end  of  the  last  session,  indicat- 
ing the  savings  which  had  been  effected  upon 
the  votes.  The  total  expenditure,  as  given  in 
the  table,  was  £3,652,048,  showing  an  apparent 
saving  of  £558,387.  But  this  table  is  entirely 
misleading  without  proper  explanation,  the  truth 
being  that  there  was  no  saving  at  all  in  the  ordi- 
nary sense  during  the  year.  In  the  first  place, 
we  must  take  off  from  the  apparent  saving  of 
£558,387  the  outstanding  liabilities,  almost  the 
whole  of  which  have  been  since  paid.  Some  of 
them  are  still  outstanding ;  but,  practically,  all 
the  outstanding  liabilities  have  been  paid.  The 
first  thing  we  must  do  is  to  take  off  the  outetand- 
ing  liabiUties,  amounting  to  £348,219.  Having 
taken  these  off,  honorable  gentlemen  will  find 
that  the  balance  of  the  savings  is  made  up  of 
such  items  as  these — I  will  not  enumerate  them 
all:  Of  such  items  as  £100,000  voted  out  of 
the  surplus  balance  of  the  year  before  last  in 
aid  of  the  Public  Works  Fund.  Honorable 
members  will  recollect  that  it  was  proposed 
to  transfer  a  sum  of  £100,000  from  the  con- 
solidated revenue  to  the  Public  Works  Fund, 
and  a  great  flourish  was  made  of  that  proposal ; 
but  unfortunately  it  was  never  accomplisned — 
the  £100,000  was  never  paid  over,  and  it  ap- 
peared in  that  table  as  a  saving.  There  is  also 
another  item  of  £74,031,  which  was  put  down  as 
the  amount  required  to  pay  the  20  per  cent,  of 
Land  Fund,  the  Land  Fund  having  fallen  much 
short  of  the  estimate.  That  sum  of  £74,031 
was  not  required  to  be  paid.  Another  item  of 
£46,188  was  an  orer-estimate  of  the  interest 
required,  and  therefore  was  not  used.  I  say  that 
honorable  members,  upon  reference  to  the  table  I 
shall  place  upon  the  table  of  this  House,  will  see 
that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  supposed  balance 
is  made  up  of  items  similar  to  thoee  which  I  have 
named.  Now,  the  total  payments  within  and 
on  account  of  the  year  amount  to  £4,000,268.  I 
will  presently  refer  to  one  or  two  classes  of  ex- 
penditure to  which  I  think  the  attention  of  the 
House  should  be  especially  called.  I  now  come 
to  the  revenue  for  the  year.  Honorable  gentle- 
men will  recollect  that  it  was  estimated  to  amount 
to  £4,045,53!^,  and  that  it  actually  did  realize 
£3,751,598.  The  decrease  arose  almost  en- 
tirely from  a  decrease  in  the  laud  revenue, 
amoimting  to  the  sum  of  £359,947.  Receipts 
specially   applicable   also   fell  off  by  £30,430. 
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There  wm,  howeyer,  a  net  increase  in  the  ordi- 
nary revenne  of  £96,439,  derired  chiefly  from 
Ciutoms,  stamps,  and  railway  receipts.  The  total 
receipts  of  the  year,  instead  of  being  £4,045,437, 
amounted  only  to  £3,751,598,  through,  as  I 
hafe  just  said,  the  great  falling-off  in  the  land 
revenue.  Now,  taking  the  revenue  of  the  year, 
including  the  balance  of  £116,844  brought  for- 
ward from  the  preyious  year,  and  subtracting  it 
from  the  expenditure,  honorable  members  will 
find  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  had  a  deficit 
of  £131,824 ;  and  this  sum  we  shall  have  to  pro- 
fide  for  during  this  year.  Looked  at  in  another 
way,  we  began  the  year  with  £116,844  to  our 
credit,  and  we  ended  it  with  £131,824  to  our 
debit.  So  that,  looking  upon  the  year  as  some- 
thing complete  in  itself,  our  receipts  did  not 
come  up  to  our  expenditure  by  £248,668.  I 
hope  honorable  gentlemen  will  bear  these  facts 
in  mind,  because  they  will  then  be  able  better  to 
imderstand  the  figures  I  am  going  to  submit  for 
this  year.  I  should  point  out  here  that  this 
deficit  of  £131,824  may  be  said  to  be  fairly 
reducible  by  £50,000  of  land-tax,  which  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer  estimated  to  obtain  during 
the  last  year,  but  which  was  not  collected  ;  but, 
of  course,  if  I  were  to  take  it  off  there,  I  should 
then  not  be  able  to  count  it  as  revenue  for  the 
present  year,  and,  as  it  is  revenue  for  the  present 
year,  I  have  treated  it  in  that  way.  But  I  wish 
to  caU  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact, 
because,  when  these  estimates  were  made,  it  was 
calculated  that  this  £50,000  from  the  land-tax 
would  come  in  as  revenue,  and  therefore  would 
reduce  the  deficit.  I  should  like  now,  Sir,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  or  two  questions 
of  general  expenditure,  and  my  object  in  doing  so 
is  to  show  that  we  are  not  exercising  any  eco- 
nomy whatever  in  our  public  service.  By  that  I 
mean  that,  although  we  have  in  this  House  made 
a  great  deal  of  tidk  about  it — although  Ghovern- 
ments  have  been  turned  out  because  they  were 
supposed  to  be  extravagant,  and  others  have  come 
in  pledging  themselves  to  efieot  great  reductions 
— the  fwjt  is,  that  we  have  not  retrenched  in  any 
one  respect  that  I  can  find  out ;  and  I  am  going 
to  read  these  tables  to  the  House,  in  order  that 
honorable  members  may  see  that  what  I  say  is 
accurate.  I  do  it  because  before  I  have  sat  down 
honorable  members  will  see  that  we  shall  have 
to  take  some  very  vigorous  steps  in  order  to 
place  our  finance  in  that  position  which  the 
finance  of  the  colony  ought  to  be  in.  Taking 
what  I  may  call  the  nine  large  departments — 
omitting  such  departments  as  Education,  Bail- 
ways,  and  Surveys,  which  could  not  be  very  well 
taken  in,  for  obvious  reasons,  but  including  all 
the  other  departments — Law  and  Justice,  Postal, 
Telegraph,  Customs,  Marine,  Native,  Militia  and 
Volunteers,  Constabulary,  and  Public  Domains 
and  Buildings — taking  these  nine  departments,  I 
find  that  the  amount  voted  by  this  House  for  those 
•ervices  for  1877-78  was  £866,216.  I  find  that 
the  expenditure  of  that  year  was  about  £10,000 
more  on  those  departments  than  this  House  had 
voted:  in  other  words,  it  was  £876,397.  The 
estimates  for  the  same  departments  for  1878-79, 
as  passed  by  this  House,  amounted  to  £903,857 


— a  gradual  increase,  honorable  gentlemen  will 
observe,  notwithstanding  all  our  professions  of 
economy ;  and  they  will  not  be  gratified  when  I 
further  tell  them  that  the  actual  expenditure  on 
those  departments,  instead  of  being  £903,857, 
was,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  £958,671  for  the  last  year. 
So  much,  then,  for  economy  in  those  branches  of 
the  service  where,  if  it  was  to  be  effected  at  all, 
it  ought  to  have  been  effected.  In  other  words, 
the  expenditure  on  these  nine  departments  has 
risen  from  £866,216,  in  1877-78,  to  £953,671  for 
the  year  which  has  just  pased.  And  now.  Sir,  let 
us  look  at  the  Native  Department.  We  shall  find 
that  this  department  in  1876-77  cost,  including 
the  Civil  list,  £34,124 ;  in  1877-78  it  cost  £43,047 ; 
in  1878-79  it  cost  £58,336.  So  that  all  through 
the  departments  the  increase  has  been — I  can 
hardly  say  gradual,  but,  rather,  very  considerable. 
In  the  second  year  the  increase  in  the  Native 
Department  was  apparently  almost  entirely  for 
Native  schools ;  and  that,  so  far,  is  satisfactory : 
no  one  will  begrudge  that  expenditure  supposing 
the  schools  have  been  conducted  properly,  as  to 
which  it  is  not  now  my  business  to  inquire.  But 
there  is  also  this  significant  fact,  with  regard  to 
the  Native  Department :  that,  whereas  the  salaries 
the  year  before  last  were  £19,014,  last  year  they 
were  £15,321 ;  while  the  contingencies  had  risen 
from  £4,893,  in  1876-77,  to  £16,741  hwt  year ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  control  is  being  gradually  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  this  House  —  the  habit  is 
growing  up  of  expending  all  this  money  upon 
contingencies,  instead  of  submitting  each  item  to 
the  vote  of  this  House.  This  is  a  question  which 
I  hope  the  House  will  take  into  its  serious  con- 
sideration. I  hope  it  will  carefully  examine  into 
this  matter,  and  see  how  far  the  expenditure  can 
be  properly  checked.  For  myself,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  it  can  be  lareelv  reduced  vrith 
great  public  advantage.  I  might  nere  incidentally 
remark  that  such  expenditure  as  took  place  at  the 
Kopua  meeting  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  advisable  at 
all.  That  meeting,  the  House  might  like  to  know, 
cost  the  country  some  £4,500,  and  the  Waitara 
meeting  cost  orer  £1,000.  Such  then,  Sir,  is  the 
general  result  of  the  last  year — an  actual  deficit  to 
be  provided  for  of  £131,824 ;  an  actual  deficit  on 
the  transactions  of  the  year — if  the  year  were  taken 
by  itself— of  £248,668.  There  were  issued  during 
the  year,  and  paid  ofi*  at  the  end  of  the  year,  defi- 
ciency bills  to  the  amount  of  £184,000.  I  merely 
mention  this  as  a  transaction  which  has  occurred  : 
it  does  not  afiect  the  balance  one  way  or  the  other. 
I  now  come  to  the  present  yearl879--80.  The  esti- 
mated expenditure,  as  left  by  the  late  Government, 
deducting  from  it  a  sum  of  £  140,000  for  contingent 
advances,  which  it  is  proposed  to  place  upon  loan, 
amounts  to  £3,974,034.  This  is  exclusive,  also,  of 
a  sum  of  about  £125,000,  which  the  Gh)vemment 
merely  collects  and  pays  over  to  local  bodies.  I 
have  omitted  that  from  both  sides  of  the  account, 
in  order  to  obtain  greater  simplicity.  In  quoting 
the  estimate  of  expenditure  as  left  by  the  late 
Ghjvemment,  I  do  not  in  any  way  wish  to  commit 
them  to  that  expenditure.  I  am  merely  stating 
what  I  found  in  the  office.  Nor  do  I  wish  to 
commit  the  present  Government  to  it;  because 
honorable  members  will  quite  understand  that  t 
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if  impoMible  that  I  oould  have  satitfactorilj  ex- 
amined it  or  gone  through  it,  lo  as  to  be  aUe  to 
speak  with  sufficient  certainty  to  be  committed  to 
it.  But  I  hare  giren  it  what  attention  I  oould, 
and  I  say  at  once  that,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  there 
is  nothing  unreasonable  in  it,  and  that,  if  we  are 
to  continue  the  present  system,  I  do  not  think  we 
shall  be  able  to  reduce  it  to  any  great  extent. 
This  expenditure  includes  £1,325,378  for  sinking 
fund  and  interest,  £279,257  payable  as  subsidies, 
and  £63,540  being  20  per  cent,  on  the  Land 
Fond.  I  might  perhaps  be  permitted  to  re- 
mark here,  with  regard  to  this  amount  payable 
for  sinking  fund  and  interest,  that  it  is  to  me 
a  matter  of  reiy  great  regret  that  the  late  Ck>Tem- 
ment  did  not  see  their  way  to  bring  into  ope- 
ration the  Ck>nsolidated  Stock  Act.  I  beliere 
that,  had  that  Act  been  brought  into  force  at  the 
time  when  the  Government  of  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  be  a  member  was  turned  out  of  office, 
we  should  already  hare  been  deriTing  yreij  con- 
siderable adfantages  from  it.  B  ut,  unfortunately, 
the  one  man  who  had  taken  the  deepest  interest 
in  it  throughout  was  not  appointed  agent  until 
lately,  and  then  only  in  su<m  a  way  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  go  heartily  into  the  work, 
being  not  at  all  assuNd  of  his  position  in  the 
matter,  or  of  reoeiying  any  oo-operation  from  the 
Gh>Ternment  here.  The  estimate  of  revenue,  as 
prepared  by  the  late  Goyemment — and  this  was 
uud  on  the  table  of  the  House  —  amounts  to 
£8,4i2,00a  This  u  made  up  as  follows,  taking 
the  classification  adopted  by  the  late  Treasurer : 
From  taxation,  £1,580,000 ;  services  rendered, 
£1,862,000 ;  Land  Fund,  £500,000.  The  estimated 
expenditure,  exclusive  of  the  £140,000  for  oontin- 
gent  defence,  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  out  of 
UMUO,  amounts  to  £8,974,034 ;  and,  if  from  this 
we  deduct  our  estimated  revenue,  we  arrive  at 
a  deficit  for  the  year  of  £532,034.  If  to  this 
we  add  the  deficit  with  which  we  began  the  year, 
£181,824,  we  have  a  total  deficit  of  £663,858 
for  the  present  year.  I  wish  I  could  stop  there ; 
but  I  should  not  be  doing  my  duty  to  the  House 
if  I  were  to  say  that  I  thought  the  estimates 
of  rcTenue  prepared  by  the  late  Government 
would  be  realised.  Of  course  we  have  the  ad- 
Tantage  of  three  months'  experience  of  the  year, 
and  are  therefore  better  able  to  estimate  what 
the  reyenue  will  be.  I  hare  gone  as  carefully  as 
I  oould  into  the  matter,  considering  the  time  at 
my  disposal,  and  I  fear  the  estimate  I  am  about 
to  submit  will  not  be  exceeded.  We  may  hope 
it  will  be,  but,  as  prudent  men  of  business,  I 
do  not  think  it  will  be  wise  to  calculate  upon 
receiving  more  than  the  estimate  I  am  about 
to  give  from  our  present  sources  of  revenue.  I 
estimate  that  fix)m  taxation  we  shall  receive 
£1,512,300;  for  services  rendered,  £1,801,600; 
and  for  land,  £380,000,  instead  of  £500,000.  I 
have  estimated  the  Customs  revenue  at  £1,200,000, 
and  the  other  departments  I  have  reduoed  a 
very  small  amount^  leaving  the  railways  as  esti- 
mated by  the  department  itself.  Now,  if  we  take 
this  revenue  from  the  proposed  expenditure,  and 
add  to  it  the  deficit  of  £131,824  with  which  we 
began  the  year,  and  which  has  to  be  provided  for, 
we  shall  find  that  there  is  a  total  deficit  on  the 
Jltffor  Aikimon 


year  of  £911,958,  which  must  be  proTided  for 
either  by  a  reduction  of  expenditure,  by  increased 
taxation,  or  by  any  other  mode  which  the  House 
may  decide  upon.  The  amount  is  so  large  that  I 
have  no  doubt  it  will  take  honorable  membera 
some  time  to  realise  what  it  means.  It  means 
that  this  House  must  immediately  turn  its  atten- 
tion to  the  finances  of  the  country — it  means  thai 
not  a  moment  is  to  be  lost  in  deciding  how  we 
are  to  face  our  present  difficulty.  It  is  not  mj 
business  now  to  make  any  remaiks  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  deficiency  has  arisen,  or 
how  it  should  be  met :  that  question  will  have 
to  be  considered  when  we  haye  finished  the  unfor- 
tunate  struggles  in  which  we  are  now  engaged. 
I  conoeiTed  that  it  was  my  simple  duty  to  sub- 
mit these  facts  to  the  House.  And  this  brings 
me  to  the  reason  for  asking  that  I  may  be 
permitted  to  pass  the  Bill  upon  which  I  am 
now  addressing  the  House  through  all  stages  at 
one  sitting.  1  may  tell  the  House  that  when  I 
took  poseession  of  the  Treasury  I  found  the  Pub- 
lic Account  in  this  state :  that  the  receipts  for 
the  qua^r  then  just  ended  did  not  come  up  to 
the  payments  that  had  then  been  made  by  a  sum 
of  £330,000;  that  the  late  Government  had 
issued  £400,000  of  deficiency  bills,  and  had  used 
the  whole  of  the  proceeds ;  that  no  provision  had 
been  made  for  paying  the  subsidies  which  are 
now  due,  or  for  meeting  other  payments  which 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make.  So  soon  as  I 
found  that  this  was  the  position  of  affiurs,  I  at 
once,  as  I  was  in  duty  bound,  came  down  to  this 
House  to  tell  it  what  further  relief  we  wanted, 
and  this  Bill  is  the  mode  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment think  it  beet  to  deal  with  the  question. 
We  propose  to  take  power  to  issue  £200,000  de- 
ficiency bills  temporarily, — ^for  the  Act  is  a  tem- 
porary Act,  a#  honorable  gentlemen  will  see,  if 
they  read  it.  We  propose  to  i»sue  these  bills 
in  order  to  enable  ua  to  carry  on  the  neoeesary 
payments  during  the  months  of  October  and  No- 
vember. That  is  all  that  amount  is  calculated  to 
meet.  By  that  time  I  hope  the  House  will  have 
determined  how  the  deficiency  is  to  be  dealt 
with.  It  seemed  to  the  Goremment  that  it  would 
haye  been  improper  to  do  more  in  the  present 
state  of  matters  than  to  submit  a  temporary  re- 
medy, merely  to  provide  the  cash  to  go  on  with, 
until  the  House  had  determined  how  the  matter 
should  be  finally  disposed  of.  That  was  my  reason 
for  asking  the  House  to  pass  this  Bill.  I  find 
that  during  these  two  months  the  probable  re- 
ceipts will  not  equal  the  certain  expenditure  by 
the  sum  of  £150»000  or  £200,000.  And  now  we 
come  to  the  position  of  the  Public  Works  Account. 
We  had  a  short  and,  as  I  think  the  House  con- 
siders, a  satisfactory  statement  of  the  general 
position  of  this  account  from  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  last  session ;  but  I  propose  to  men- 
tion the  transactions  of  last  year,  in  order  that 
honorable  members  may  get  the  maJbter  thoroughly 
into  their  minds.  Well,  Sir,  we  began  the  year 
1878-79  with  a  credit  to  the  Public  Works  Ac- 
count of  £2,056,000.  Some  of  us  then  hoped 
that  that  Fund  was  going  to  be  augmented  by 
some  £700,000  which  it  was  propoiied  to  get 
firom  the  Land  Fund,  and  by  £100,000  which  it 
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was  propoMd  to  take  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund — from  the  surplus  of  the  year  before  la^t. 
I  need  hardlj  tell  the  House  that  no  relief  ^as 
receiyed  from  the  Land  Fund,  and  that  the 
£100,000  was  not  paid  over,  so  that  we  only  have 
the  £2.056,000  at  the  disposal  of  the  Public 
Works  Department.  We  began  this  year  with 
a  credit  in  the  Public  Works  Fund  of  £506,205 
Dominallj ;  but,  of  this,  £298,543  was  advances 
outstanding,  which,  as  honorable  gentlemen  are 
aware,  is  really  money  paid  away  and  not  ac- 
counted for ;  so  that  we  really  only  began  with 
£207,662  to  the  good.  Wo  actually  spent  during 
the  last  year  £1,601,207.  Now,  Sir,  the  expendi- 
ture for  the  last  quarter — and  I  wish  particularly 
to  call  the  attention  of  honorable  members  to 
this  point,  because  we  are  now  spending  tho  new 
fire-million  loan — the  expenditure  for  the  Sep- 
tember quarter,  including  adyanccs  outstanding 
at  that  date,  which  is  money  spent,  is  £712,395  ; 
so  that  we  had  actually  spent,  by  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, £504,733  of  the  five-million  loan.  I  find, 
upon  inquiry,  that  we  have  entered  into  engage- 
ments, from  which  there  is  no  escape  wnatever, 
for  which  we  must  find  £733,552  by  tho  Slet 
of  December  next,  and  that  there  are  further 
engagements  upon  which  we  shall  have  co  pay 
£921,818  more  by  the  30th  of  next  June.  In 
other  words,  by  the  30th  of  June,  upon  works  and 
serrices  to  which  wo  are  already  committed,  and 
without  including  any  new  works  or  contracts, 
we  shall  hare  spent  £2,160,103  of  the  new  five- 
mil  iion  loan. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Quite  a  mistake. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Of  course  I  speak  sub- 
ject to  correction.  The  honorable  gentleman 
says  these  figures  arc  incorrect,  but  I  can  only 
go  by  tho  figures  furnished  to  mo  from  his  own 
office  by  his  Under  Secretary  and  other  officers  j 
and  I  may  add  that  these  figures  have  been 
carefully  gone  through  by  myseK  and  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury.  I  myself  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Public  Works  whether  these  were 
all  absolute  engagements  for  contracts  entered 
into,  and  was  informed  that  such  was  the  fact. 
That  seemed  to  me  sufficient  authority  for  the 
statements  I  have  made.  I  was,  of  course,  very 
much  startled  when  I  found  that  the  amount 
was  so  large,  and  I  took  a  good  deal  of  pains  to 
see  whether  I  could  not  fairly  state  it  at  a  less 
amount ;  but!  found,  on  questioning  the  officers 
in  whose  department  the  expenditure  was  to  be 
made,  that  such  an  amount  would  be  required  if 
efibct  were  eiven  to  present  engagements.  In- 
cluded in  this  £2,160,103  is  £200,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands.  Of  this  we  have  already 
spent  £36,561,  and  we  are  engaged  to  spend  up 
to  December  next  £84,500  more.  That,  the  de- 
partment assures  me,  is  also  necessary.  And  we 
have  a  further  liability  upon  these  lands — unless 
wo  are  prepared  to  abandon  them  —  and  which 
we  are  apparently  engaged  to  fulfil,  amounting 
to  £967,000,  or,  in  round  numbers,  to  nearly 
£1,000,000  more,  to  bo  provided  for  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands.  We  have  also,  for  contracts  for 
pubHo  works  now  let,  to  provide  after  June  next 
£128,815  move  than  I  have  stated.  Of  course  it 
If  not  for  me  at  the  present  time  to  say  anything 

VOL.  XmL-80. 


with  regard  to  the  policy  of  continuing  to  pur- 
chase these  lands,  or  of  completing  tho  engage- 
ments already  commenced.  That  will  bo  for  the 
House  to  discuss  presently.  It  is  only  my  dutv 
now  to  lay  before  tho  House  tho  facts  which  1 
have  obtained  from  the  department ;  and  I  have 
simply  to  pay  that  nearly  £1,000,000  more  will  be 
required  after  the  end  of  next  June  to  complete 
transactions  now  under  negotiation.  Our  posi- 
tion then  is  this :  we  have  actually  spent  up 
to  the  end  of  September  half  a  million  of  tho 
loan.  We  have  engaged  to  spend  by  Christmas 
£700,000  more,  and  we  have  engaged  to  spend 
by  June  next  £2,000,000  of  that  loan.  And 
this,  Sir,  before  we  know  whether  it  is  possible 
to  raise  the  loan — before  we  have  Uie  slightest 
news  from  Home  as  to  whether  it  is  likely  we 
shall  get  tho  money.  We  have  so  conducted  our 
finances  that  we  have  not  considered  it  wrong  or 
unadvisable  to  pledge  the  credit  of  the  colony  in 
this  way  without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  whe- 
ther we  can  meet  our  engagements.  That, to  my 
mind,  is  a  most  serious  position  for  the  colony  to 
toke  up.  It  is  beginning  entirely  at  the  wrong 
end.  We  are  bound,  if  we  are  to  maintain  our 
credit,  first  of  all  to  be  sure  that  we  have  tho 
money  before  we  proceed  to  spend  it.  Of  course 
it  is  not  for  me  to  say  how  Tar  we  may  be  suc- 
cessful in  raising  the  whole  loan.  The  credit  of 
the  colony,  fortunately,  has  hitherto  been  very 
good  ;  but  I  say  nothing  can  justify  us  in  spend- 
ing money  at  this  rate  before  we  have  got  it. 
Such,  then.  Sir,  is,  shortly,  the  position  of  our 
finances  at  the  present  time.  I  will  simply  say, 
in  conclusion,  that  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the 
Hou^e  for  tho  patience  with  which  it  lias  heard 
me.  I  would  the  tale  I  have  had  to  tell  were  of 
a  more  cheerful  nature,  and  that  I  had  been  able, 
as  it  has  been  my  lot  before  now  to  do,  to  speak  of 
surpluses  instead  of  deficits  ;  but  it  is  clearly  my 
duty  to  trace  in  bold  outline  the  present  position 
of  our  finances,  leaving  to  honorable  gentlemen 
to  fill  in  the  picture  with  information  which  I 
shall  place,  in  the  shape  of  tables,  in  their  hands 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  The  position  is 
undoubtedly  an  exceedingly  grave  one.  It  will  re- 
quire, as  I  have  already  said,  the  serious  and  imme- 
diate attention  of  this  House.  If  we  are  not  to 
get  into  very  great  difficulties  wo  shall  have  to 
give  up  many  things  now  considered  necessary, 
and  turn  our  attention  to  providing  a  remedy 
for  the  state  of  things  I  have  shown  to  exist.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  we 
should,  at  the  present  time,  have  a  Government 
not  only  capable,  but  sufficiently  strong  to  govern 
in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and  not  of  a  party. 
Whether  we  can  hope  by  our  present,  party  con- 
flicts, whichever  way  they  may  end,  to  get  such  a 
Government  I  leave  to  honorable  gentlemen  to 
decide  ;  but  I  submit  it  is  the  business  of  all  of  us 
now  to  turn  our  immediate  and  serious  attention 
to  this  great  difficultv,  and  in  sonic  way  devise 
some  scheme  which  shall  place  our  finances  in  a 
sounder  and  better  position  for  the  future.  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended, 
to  enable  me  to  pass  the  Public  Revenues  Act 
Amendment  Bill  through  all  its  stages  to-night. 
Sir  O.  GREY.—Sir,  I  trust  the  House  will 
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acoede  to  thc>  motipn.  It -is  fi  niotion  which  mu&t? 
have  proceeded  from,  tJv0l*t«  GoTemmont  if  we 
had  been  allowed  to  remain  in  ,oi&co.  In  making 
these  remarks  I  would  wish  further  to  make  a 
few  observations  in  reply  to  the  statements 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down.  Firstly,  I  would  eay  that  a  statement 
has  been  made  that  for  fifteen  mpnths  the  House 
has  been  left  in  total  ignorance  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  colony.  Sir,  that  is  an  entire 
mistake.  I  would  point  this  out :  that  during 
the  last  fifteen  months  quarterly  aceounts  haye 
been  published  in  a  much  more  simple  form  than 
they  had  fvei!  preyiously  been  submitted  to  the 
public  of  New  Zealand.  At  the  close  of  BTery 
quarter  these  quarterly  accounts  hare  been  pub- 
lished at  an  earlier  period  than  ever  before,  and 
these  quarterly  accounts  contained  a  complete 
financial  exposition  of  the  transactions  of  the 
J  colony,  so  thatr  any  single  honorable  gentleman 

.  who  had  chosen  to  sit  down  and  add  up  the^ 
fiffures  oould  hare  made  precisely  the  Statement 
which  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  has  made 
t6  the  ^ouse  this  evening.  Further  than  that, 
it  is  not  our  fault  that  a  Financial  Statement  was 

'  not  made  to  this  House  immediately  the  last 
Parliament  met.    Hoporable  gentlemen  will  re- 

.  collect  what  took  place  on  that  occasion.  Im- 
.  mediately  the-  Goyemor's  Speech  had  been  made 
wo  were  met  by  an  amendment  to  the  Address 

.  in.BopIy,  and  thus  all  possible  opportunity  of  ex- 
planation was  taken  away  from  us.    And  then, 

.  ..^hen,  on  the  representations  of  the  Q-overnment 

■  of  the  day,  a  dissolution  was  allowed,  this  extra- 

'  ordinary  and  unconstitutional  proceeding  took 
place:  The  Q-oyernor  of  the  colony,  in  granting 
a  dissolution,  made  an  arrangement  that  no  con- 
tested motion  whateyer  should  be  made  in  the 
House.  The  Crown  in  England  has  never  made 
a  stipulation  of  that  kind.    When  such  a  stipula- 

.'  tion  Ims  been  made  it  has  been  made  by  the  two 
parties  in  the  House  entering  into  a  mutual  agree- 

'  inent  for  that  purpose.     That  stipulation  having 

been  entered  into,  it  absolutely  precluded  us  from 

;  making  such  a  Financial  Statei^ient  as  is  usually 

..  sttbmittkl  to  the  House  when  a  Goyemment  ex- 
plain their  policy.  We  could  not  haye  brought 
•our  policy  forward  under  such  circumstances. 
At  thf|t  time— and  subsequent  additions  were 
made  to  it  —  a  full  Financial  Statement  was  pre- 
pared to.  be  submitted  to  the  House ;  but,  again, 
nonorabl£»  members  are-  aware  that,  the  moment 
wo  met  this  session,  a  precisely  similar  course  was 
pursued,  and  it  is  not  our  fault  ihat  some  week, 
ago — I  may  say  ten  days  ago-i-we  did  not  Jay  a 
plain  and  full  statement  of  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  colony  before  the  House.  Certainly 
the  blame  for  our  not  haying  done  so  rests  witn 
the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House.  They  thought  proper  to  pursue  that 
course.  I  do  not  question  their  right-^lj  4o  ^^ 
oven  question  the  propriety  of  it— but  I  s^y  no 
blame  rests  with  us  in  that  respect.  Then,  again, 
in  support  of  the  credit  of  the  colony  I  would 
point  to  a  very  important  fact.  Undoubtedly  a 
very  large  denciency  in  the  estimated  reyenue 
has  taken  place ;  but  in  what  items  of  revenue  did 
that  deficiency  occur  ?  Those  extraordinary  cir- 
8ir  G.  Qrey 


cumstancds  otkght  td.  be  pointed  out :  iha^  ia  a 
period  of  very  great  deplression,  tiiere  luw  beeii  tto 
such  falling-off  of  general  reyenue  in  th^  colony— 
that  is,  in  the  Customs,  in  the  stamp  daties,  And 
other  duties  of  that  nature  and  kind — aa  might 
haye  been  anticipated  in  the  time  of  deprestton 
that  came  upon  us.  It  may  be  said  Uiat^  scfling 
the  land  revenue  fell  off  so  much,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  instantly  to  have  made  some 
large  reductions  in  the  public  expenditure ;  bat  I 
say  that  to  have  followed  such  a  coarse  woidd 
have  been  contrary  to  true  policy.  If  we  had, 
during  the  period  of  depression  which  has  pre- 
yailed,  suddenly  made  large  reductions  in  the 
public  expenditure  in  consequence  of  the  failore 
of  the  land  revenue,  we  should  have  ruined  almoit 
eyery  inhabitant  of  New  Zealand,  we  should 
have  brought  dbtress  upon  eyery  part  of  the 
country,  and  we  should  have  caused  irreparmble 
ruin  to  the  credit  of  a  colony  which  I  bcdieve  is 
in  as  sound  a  financial  position  as  any  portion  of 
Her  Majesty's  dominions.  Kow,  Sir,  the  falling* 
off  in  laud  reyenue  is  to  my  mind  no  falltng-off 
whateyer  in  the  reyenue  of  the  country!^  Land  is 
a  commodity  which  must  ultimately  be  purcbaaed, 
and  in  it  we  hold  a  stock  of  the  greatest  possible 
value — a  stock  for  which  there  must  ultimately 
be  yery  great  competition.  All  men  desire  to 
purchase  that  commodity  which  we  hold.  It  is  a 
commodity  which  costs  nothing  for  its  storage; 
it  is  a  commodity  which  is  not  injured  by  keep- 
ing, but,  on  the  contrary,  increases  in  yalue  day 
by  day.  Therefore  I  say  it  is  our  duty,  acting  as 
a  wise  community,  not  to  bring  ruin  upon  the 
whole  country  in  consequence  of  the  sale  of  that 
commodity  having  momentarily  fallen  off.  It  is 
a  good  security  for  any  money  which  it  may  be 
necessary  to  raise  to  meet  the  deficiency  arising 
from  a  falling-off  in  the  sale  of  that  wbioh  must 
ultimately  be  of  greater  yalue  than  it  is  sow.  I 
can  therefore  see  no  reason  whatever  for  gloomy 
anticipations.  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  do  that 
which  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  has  asked 
us  to  do  to-night.  We  must  haye  followed  the 
same  course  had  we  remained  in  office.  We  sboold 
haye  brought  down  a  Bill  of  this  nature  sereral 
days  ago ;  and  I  shpuld  myself  haye  reoommeoded 
the  granting  of  power  to  raise  money  even  to  a 
larger  amount  than  it  is  now  proposed  should  be 
granted  to  the  Goyemment.  I  go  a  deme  fur- 
ther, and  say  that  if  we  had  been  allowed  to  can- 
duct  the  afi&irs  of  this  country — which  we  were 
not  allowed  to  do  because  tlie  dissolution  was 
given,  as  I  say,  in  such  unconstitutional  terms 
and  in  so  unprecedented  a  manner  that  onr 
hands  were  tied — my  colleagues  and  myself,  and 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  who  preceded  me,  would 
have  been  prepared  in  July  last  to  submit  mfa- 
sures  which  we  belieyed  would  haye  provided  for 
the  preyailing  deficiency.  We  believed  that,  if 
those  measures  had  been  passed  in  July  last, 
funds  would  now  be  coming  in  from  new  taxes 
which  would  haye  been  imposed  —  taxes  wbieh 
would  have  been  of  a  just  nature,  which  woi^ 
uot  haye  weighed  upon  that  portion  of  the  covt- 
munity  which  ousht  not  to  contribute  to  theps, 
and  whit^  would  have  fallen  greatly  upon  persobs 
liying  out  of  the  cp^ntiy,  and  drawing  largQ  |ffe> 
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niiea  frotn  New  Zealand.  TFhrbugh  oautes  of 
which  I  hare  alreadj  spoken,  we  were  unahle 
then  to  impose  those  taxes ;  from  causes  known 
to*  all  of  you,  we  were  unable  to  propose  them 
during  the  short  period  of  this  session  in  which 
we  held  office ;  and  it  must  be  also  manifest  to  all 
honorable  gentlemen  that,  were  we  doing  it  now  in 
this  present  month,  we  could  not  hope  ta  obtain 
any  amount  of  rexenue  from  such  taxes  in  such 
a  time  as  #ouid  aid  the  deficiency  of  the  pre- 
sent moment.  Therefore  the  course  proposed  to 
be  piirsoed  by  the  present  Gl-aremment  is,  I 
believe,' a  wise  one,  and  one  which  we  intended 
to-  ii^pt^  I  see  that  they  not  only  propose  to 
follow  our  plans  in  this  respect,  but  that  thoy 
haye  already  given  notice  of  their  intention  to 
introduce  to  tms  House  one  of  the  yery  measures 
by  which  we  proposed  to  increase  the  revenue, 
which  was  left  in  our  offices  prepared  to  their 
hands.  .1  can  only  hope,  further,  that  they  wiil, 
if  they  continue  in  office,  follow  the  conrse  of 
taacation  which  we  proposed  to  adopt.  If  the 
pneaent  GoTemmeot  do  continue  in  office,  «nd  if 
they  do  adopt  that  course  of  taxation,  they  wiU 
receive  our  warmest  support  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  If  they  do  not,  then  of  course  they  can 
look  for  no  support  at  our  hands.  I  have  ven- 
tnrdd  to  trouble  the  House  with  these  few  i^. 
xnarka  because  I  think  they  are  sufficient  to  ex- 
plain what  has  taken  place  to-night.  The  details 
o^  the  c[uestioa8  raised  shall  be  gone  into  at  a 
futunetime;  but  I  would  wish  honoi^ble  gentle- 
men to  observe  further,  in  addition  to  what  I 
have  said,  that  they  are  told  a  large  «um  is  to  be 
paid  for  the  purchase  of  Native-  lands..  That  is 
nothing  but  a  mercantile  stock.  We  are  like  a 
mercantile  firm  purchasing  a  commodity  in  which 
it  dealsr— a  commodity  for  which  there  is  a  large 
demand — a  commodity  which  we  ought  to  pur- 
cliase  to  supply  the  wants  of  settlers — a  com- 
modity which  will  yield,  I  am  satisfied,  in  many 
respects,  especially  in  the  revenue  raised  by  taxa- 
tion from  those  who  are  enriched  by  the  occu- 
pation of  tliat  land,  a  very  considerable  profit. 
Therefore  I  think  that,  instead  of  there  being  any 
reason  for  gloom  or  for  apprehension,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  may  rely  that,  with  a  careful  ad- 
ministration of  the  affiurs  of  the  country,  and  if 
wise  laws  b«  imposed  to  meet  the  deficiency  which 
hot  taken  place,  everything  will  f^o  smoothly  on, 
and  the  colony  will  continue  to  i^vanoe  in  pros- 
perity with  that  marvellous  rapidity  which  has 
nitherto  been  the  ease. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.— I  would  like  to  submit  to 
the  Treasurer  and  to  the  House  whether  it  would 
net  be  wiser,  in  order  to  apply  what  the  Treasurer 
coils  a  temporary  remedy  to  a  temporary-  deficit, 
to  Ask  the  House  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Trea- 
sury bills  to  the  amount  of  £200,000,  rather  than 
to  place  an  enormous  permanent  powee  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  whoever  they 
may  be,  as  I  understand  the  proposed  amending 
Act  will  do.  I  would  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House,  and  more  particulariy  that  of  new  mem- 
bersy  to  the  fact  that,  under  the  law  as  it  now 
stands,  the  House  has  gi yen  Ministers  the  power 
ta  spend  £100,000  a:year  without  appropriation. 
In  fiddition,  Ministers  in  framing  the  estimates 


'  take  tk  c^'iain  amount  for  cdntingenoies'  in  imbh 
department,   amounting  in    all    to    £60,000  or'  * 
£70,000.     Further,   in  the  Native  Department 
and  the  Land  Purchase  Department  the  expendi- 
ture is  very  much  at  the  discretion  of  the  Q-o- 
vemment.    Altogether  they  spend,  without  check 
or  control  by  this  House,  something  Uke  £200,000 
a  year.    The  House,  after  giving  the  Q-ovemment 
^ower  to  spend  -this .  large  Sum  without  special  r 
apprD|C>riation,  rdcogiiized  that  thtf  power  of  spend-  > 
ing  "would,  not  be  of  miiclr  sefvice  unlesi*  the-^ 
i^oiiey  was  dlso  there.    It  has  borne  in  mind 
that  possibly  the  revenue  might  be  insufficient, 
and  has  therefore  given  the  Government  of  the 
day  power  to  issue  bills  to  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing £100,000  whenever  the  revenue  shall  be  in- 
sufficient not  only  to  make  the  payments  which  * 
the  House   has  authorized,  but  also  to  defray  ' 
tihe  discretionary  expenditure  whieh  the  Govern- .^ 
tnent  may  think  fit  to  warrant. '  It  seems  to  ma  1 
that  the  effect  of  giving  the  Government  poVer  r 
to  obtain  a  large  amount  of  money  by  merely/: 
signing  promissoiy  notes,  and  at  the  same -time  r 
giving  them  power  to  expend  the  very  large  sum ' : 
df  £^}0,000  without  appropriation  by  bhe  Souse^  • 
is  that  it  does  away  with  all  necessity  for  re-  - 
Irenohment.    However  short  the  revenue  may  be,.  ' 
the  Government  <? atries  on  its  expenditure,  know-- : 
ing  that  b^iind  the  revenue  which  .'may  cams  in:.' 
there  is  alwaytf  power  to  sign  deSoiency  ^-BiUs-;^; 
and,  in  addition  to  doing  away  with' any  necea-'f{ 
sity  for  retrenchment,  it  also  does  away  with;r 
any  control  by  this  House  over  the  expenditure^' 
of  the  country.    Now,  if  the  statement -.of  ex-^. 
travagant' over* expenditure  which  we  hayejust'.- 
beard  from  the  Treasurer  suggests  anything,  it^. 
Suggests  that  the  House  must  resume  that  con-'> 
irol ;  and  to  my  mind  this  first  and  most  eflfective 
step  we  can  possibly  take  is  to  curtail  very  .i&uch 
—  if  we  do  not  absolutely  do  away  with -^  this 
discretionary  power  that  the  Ministry  of  the  day 
now  enjoys.     Therefore,  whilst  L  recognize  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  cash  for  requisite  disbursements 
is  not  now  coming  in,  we  must  supplement  the 
revenue  by  signing  bills,  I  submit  to  the  House 
that  it  is  better  to  authorize  Treasary  bills  for 
£200,000 — if  that  is  the  amount  the  Treasurer 
thinks  requisite — and  be  done  with  them,  rather 
than  amend  the  Public  Revenues  Act  in  the  way 
suggested  by  the  Ti^surer — rather  than  increase 
in  that  way  the  present  power  Ministers  of  the 
day  have  of  enlarging  the  revenue  from  £4fOO,000 
to  £600,000,  because  that  is  a  permanent  Act. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— No  ;  only  untU  the  end  of,, 
the  session.  -. 

Mr.   JOHNSTON.— It  is  a  permanent  Act. 
The   Public   Revenues  Act,   under  which  defi- 
ciency  bills  are    now    issued,    is  a    permanent  ' 
Act.      T!:erefore,   thinking   as    I   do   that    one  : 
of  the  first  steps  the  House  should  take  is  to.: 
limit  this  power  possessed  by  the  Government 
of  the  day,  I  submit  that  it  is  far  better  to  r 
issue  Treasury  bills,  and  have  done  with  thai 
matter,  than  give   additional  powers.     If  the  J 
Treasurer  agrees  vfith  me,  he  can  easily  amend'..» 
his  inotidn  bv  moving  the  suspension  of  Biand^  t 
ing  Orders,  tor  the  purpose  of  authoiriztng  thd.^* 
issue  of  ceiMn  TreHsury  bilU.  : .,  .     .  ^\ 
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Mnjor  ATKINSON.— If  the  House  will  permit 
me,  I  voiild  explain  that  I  entirely  agree  with 
what  1ms  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Maniiwatu.  But  he  lias  mist^iken  the  purport  of 
the  Bill,  wtiich  is  this :  As  the  House  has  not 
considered  the  question  how  the  deficiency  is  to 
be  met,  it  seemed  to  the  GoTcrnment  that  it  was 
their  duty  only  to  provide  temporarily  for  making 
the  necessary  payments.  This  Bill  expires  at  the 
end  of  the  present  session,  and  will  not  affect  the 
general  powers  of  the  GoTernment  at  all.  One 
issue  only  can  take  place,  and  tliat  will  be  entirely 
used  and*  disappear  before  the  end  of  Norember. 
Otherwise  I  entirely  agree  with  the  honorable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  should  not  have  troubled  the 
House  on  tlje  present  occasion,  if  it  had  not  been 
that  the  remarks  whicli  fell  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  would,  if  unnoticed, 
leaye  an  exceedingly  wrong  and  mifchievous  im- 

gression  on  the  House  and  the  country.  I  would 
rst  refer  to  his  denial  of  the  statemei.t  made  by 
my  honorable  friend  I  he  Colonial  Treasurer  that 
tlie  country  has  been  left  practically  in  ignorance 
of  the  state  of  the  finances  for  the  last  fifteen 
months.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  wo  had 
had  accounts  published  in  the  Gazette  from  time 
to  time.  That  is  perfectly  true ;  but  how  many 
men  are  there  in  the  country,  how  many  men  are 
there  in  this  House,  who,  without  the  full  ex- 
planations which  are  from  time  to  time  afforded 
in  Financial  Statement?,  can  from  those  figures 
learn  the  aetual  financial  position  of  the  colony  ? 
Are  there  Imlf  a  dozen  men  in  this  House  who, 
whatever  attention  tliey  may  have  paid  to  those 
figures,  had  any  idea  that  the  financial  position  of 
the  colony  was  such  as  has  been  disclosed  to- 
night  by  my  honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer ?  The  honorable  gentleman  states  that  it  is 
no  fault  of  his  that  last  session  he  did  not  come 
down  with  a  Financial  Statement — that  he  was 
precluded  from  doing  so  by  an  act  on  the  part 
of  His  Excellency  which  he  colled,  I  think  very 
wrongly,  an  unconstitutional  act.  Sir,  the  act  was 
not,  in  my  Inimble  opinion,  by  any  means  uncon- 
stitutional. It  was  a  proper  constitutional  con- 
dition, which  it  was  open  to  Hi-»  Excellency  to 
attach  to  the  granting  of  a  dissolution.  It  was  a 
reasonable  condition,  and  such  as  I  believe  any 
prudent  man  in  His  Excellency's  position  ought  to 
attach  to  it.  But,  Sir,  did  that  condition  really 
prevent  my  honorable  friend  from  coming  down 
with  a  Financial  Statement?  Was  tliere  any  con- 
dition to  that  effect  ?  The  only  complaint  on  tliis 
side  of  the  House  was,  that  he  did  not  make  a 
Financial  Statement.  He  merely  laid  before  us  a 
few  tables,  and  said  a  few  unintelligible  words  ; 
but  he  conveyed  to  this  House  really  no  informa- 
tion, and  left  us  practically  in  that  state  of  dark- 
ness from  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  just 
now  relieved  us.  Sir,  the  honorable  goullemnn'a 
remarks,  to  which  I  refer  as  being  calculated  to 
be  mischievous  unless  they  are  nftieed,  are  those 
by  which  he  tries  to  make  us  beliovo  that  the 
country  is  in  a  sound  financial  position.  Those 
remarks,  coming  from  a  gentleman  who  has  ju?t 
left  the  position  of  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  of  his 
general  standing  and  reputation,  would  be  cer- 
Mr.  Johnston 


tain  to  carry  great  weight,  if  unnoticed.  He  sajs 
the  colony  is  not  in  an  unsound  position,  although 
the  deficit  amounts  to  not  less  than  £912,000. 
He  says  that  a  part  of  that  is  owing  to  t^e  failure 
in  the  land  revenue,  and  he  t«lls  the  Houbo  thai 
the  rest  would  have  been  made  up  by  the  lueaaiirea 
which  his  Government  were  prepared  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House.  Now,  the  prmcipal  of  these  pro* 
posals  was  a  Bill  to  levy  nu  income-tax.  I  maj 
mention  that  the  late  Government  took  the  idea 
of  an  income-tax  from  members  of  this  side  of 
the  House.  It  is  the  very  thing  which  wo  have 
advocated  for  the  last  two  years — that  ire  should 
not  put  a  tax  on  one  description  of  property  only 
and  none  upon  other  property  and  income.  I  was 
exceedingly  glad  to  find,  on  entering  office,  that 
the  late  Government  had  made  some  progress 
towards  carrying  out  our  policy  ;  and  honorable 
gentlemen  need  not  be  the  least  afraid,  if  we  con- 
tinue in  office,  that  we  shall  drop  that  Bill.  Sat 
how  far  would  that  relieve  us  from  our  difficoltj  ? 
The  amount  estimated  to  be  raised  by  that  tax  is 
about  £200,000,  and  our  deficit  is  £900,000  ;  and 
yet  the  honorable  gentleman  would  hare  lis  go 
on  in  a  fool's  paradise,  and  believe  that  the  mea- 
sures which  his  Government  intended  to  introduce 
would  have  relieved  us  from  this  alarming — I 
may  say  unparalleled — financial  condition.  The 
next  thing  he  suggests  is,  that  the  enormous  ex- 
penditure which  has  been  going  on  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acquiring  Native  land  will  be  a  profitable 
commercial  transaction.  Now,  I  hope,  befone 
the  session  closes,  that  we  shall  have  full  figures 
laid  before  us  showing  what  has  been  spent  in 
this  colony  in  the  purchase  by  GoTernmeot 
of  Native  lands  on  the  one  side,' and  what  has 
been  recovered  by  the  sale  of  those  lands  on 
the  other  side ;  and,  from  my  personal  obs^ 
vation  of  colonial  finance,  extending  over  a  series 
of  years,  I  believe  that,  so  far  from  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands  being  a  source  of  profit,  it 
will  be  found  to  be  a  heavy  loss.  I  should  hsTS 
been  exceedingly  glad  to  have  been  able  to  treat 
the  matter  in  a  more  chcerfid  light;  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  been  able  to  take  the 
same  cheerful  view  of  things  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  has  done ;  bat  I  feel 
bound  not  to  let  his  remarks  pass  without  saying 
that  I  believe  we  should  be  misled  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  if  we  took  the  same  view  he  has 
taken  ;  and  I  cannot  sit  down  without  adding 
that  the  most  gloomy  feature  of  this  gloomj 
prospect  appears  to  me  to  be  the  utter  inabHit  j  of 
the  gentlemen  opposite  to  realize  the  very  serious 
financial  position  in  which  we  are  really  placed. 

Mr.  BALLANOE.— Sir,  I  quite  agree  with  the 
honornble  member  who  has  just  sat  down,  that 
the  i)osition  is  a  grave  one ;  but  I  think  the  honor- 
able member  himself  was  in  a  position  to  hare 
realized  that  when  the  House  met  at  the  beg:in- 
ning  of  last  session.  However,  instead  of  asking 
for  a  full  and  complete  statement  of  the  finances  of 
(he  colony,  and  at  the  same  time  some  remedy  bj* 
which  they  could  be  placed  in  a  proper  potition,  he 
gave  the  Government  no  opportimity  whatever,  but 
at  once  moved  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  based 
on  the  fact  that  there  was  a  majority  prepar^^l, 
U>  support  his  motion.    Now,  Sir,  I  have  alwavs 
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tlioagbt  that  these  hononvble  gentlemen,  instead 
of  using  that  majorily  to  preyent  the  Govern- 
ment from  coming  down  with  a  proper  system  of 
finance,  should  have  waited  until  the  Goremment 
had  submitted  the  Financial  Statement,  and  the 
House  had  seen  the  position  of  the  colony.  There 
is  no  doubt  that,  if  the  colony  has  been  kept  in 
darkness  for  fifteen  months,  the  fault  is  largely 
due  to  those  honorable  gentlemen.  It  is  nonsouse 
to  say  that  a  full  and  satisfactory  statement  can  be 
brought  down  and  submitted  to  the  House  while 
a  Tote  of  want  of  confidence  is  banging  over  the 
beads  of  Ministerd.  We  know  very  well  that, 
while  their  fate  is  undecided,  tlicre  is  no  oppor- 
tunity given  to  them  or  to  the  Treasurer  to  go 
exhaustively  into  tlie  finances  of  the  colony  ;  and, 
Sir,  this  is  the  cause,  this  the  reason,  why  the 
financial  position  of  the  colony  has  not  been  placed 
before  this  House  at  an  earlier  date,  ^ow,  I  was 
not  surprised  to  hear  what  the  Premier  said  with 
regard  to  the  purchase  of  Native  lands.  I  think 
the*  honorable  member's  (Mr.  Hall's)  theory  is 
free-trade — free-trade  in  Native  lunds— and  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  placed  it  upon  that 
ground,  because  he  has  said  his  impression  is  that 
there  will  be  a  dead  loss  on  Native  land  trans- 
actions. What  does  he  niean  by  that?  Does 
he  mean  that  we  shall  not  realize  in  cash  at  the 
Treasury  the  amount  that  we  expend  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands  ?  If  that  is  what  ho  means 
by  "  a  dead  loss,"  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  agree 
with  the  honorable  member ;  but  that  is  not  the 
sole  reason  for  the  acquisition  of  a  landed  es- 
tate in  this  Island.  The  gain  which  we  hope  to 
dffirive  from  the  purchase  of  Native  lands  is  not 
merely  a  Treasury  gain,  but  a  gain  in  actual 
bond  fide  settlement  spread  over  this  Island. 
Now,  I  think  the  honorable  gentleman  misrepre- 
sented tho  honorable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  when  he  told  this  House  that  that  honor- 
able member  intended  to  aujust  the  finances  by 
an  Income-Tax  Bill.  The  honcn'-Ie  member  for 
Christchurch  City  said  nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
honorable  member  meant,  no  doubt,  that  an  In- 
come-Tax  Bill  would  be  brought  down  ;  but  that 
was  not  the  whole  scheme,  I  presume,  of  the  late 
Government.  They  had  a  very  much  more  ex- 
tended scheme  of  finance  to  submit  to  the  House ; 
and.  Sir,  fihat  is  the  position  in  which  these 
genUemen  were  placed  by  the  vote  of  want  of 
confidence  ?  If  the  Financial  Statement  had  been 
brought  down  towards  the  end  of  July,  as  it 
would  have  been,  we  should  have  had  three 
months'  more  Customs  revenue  u^jon  those  items 
which  the  Government  intended  to  deal  with  ; 
and  I  believe  I  may  state  with  some  confidence 
that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  Government  to 
increase  the  duties  on  some  items  of  Customs ;  so 
that  actually  we  have  lost  some  three  months' 
revenue  by  what  I  may  call  the  unpatriotic  con- 
duct of  those  gentlemen.  I  think,  so  far  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  having 
created  a  mischievous  impression  over  the  country, 
the  statement  made  to-night  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont,  coloured  as  it  is  in  the 
highest  degree,  is  far  more  likely  to  create  a  mis- 
chievous impression,  not  only  in  this  colony,  but  in 
the  mother-conntry.    The  honorable  member  hat 


made  a  misstatement  upon  the  assurance  given  to 
him  by  certain  ofEcere  in  the  Treasury  and  Public 
Works  Department ;  and  I  only  say  that  the 
amount  which  the  honorable  gentleman  estimates 
will  have  to  be  paid  on  public  work^  before  June 
next  year  is  nearly  double  the  amount  which 
will  be  required.  I  think  I  can  state,  upon 
the  assurance  of  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  that  the  total  amount  of  payments 
upon  public  works  —  contracts  entered  into  — 
will  not  exceed  £100,000  a  month.  Now,  if 
that  is  so,  tho  honorable  gentleman  opposite  has 
received  from  those  gentlemen  in  the  depart- 
ment a  totally  erroneous  statement  of  the  liabili- 
ties against  the  loan  we  are  about  to  raise; 
but  I  would  like  to  ask  the  houomble  member 
for  Egmont,  has  he  never  drawn  against  loan? 
What  was  the  position  of  the  colony  before 
the  three -and -a- half -million  loan  was  raised? 
To  meet  contracts  for  public  works,  the  late 
Government  had  to  draw  upon  that  loan  before 
it  was  raised.  That  was  a  legacy  entailed  upon 
the  Government  which  took  office  in  1877.  I 
will  fay  this,  Sir :  I  believe  it  has  been  a  common 
practice  to  anticipate  tho  raising  of  loans,  and ' 
to  a  certain  extent  to  discount  a  loan  before  it 
has  been  raised.  Now,  the  honorable  member  for 
Manawatu  has  stated  that  he  ia  in  favour  of 
Treasury  bills  being  issued;  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  says  that  ho  proposes  to 
raise  £200,000  by  deficiency  bills  for  two  months, 
and  that  before  the  end  of  that  time  the  whole 
thing  would  bo  reconsidered.  It  does  not  make 
much  matter  whether  the  money  is  raised  on 
Treasury  bills  or  deficiency  bills,  with  this  excep- 
tion :  that,  if  raised  on  Treasury  bills,  they  could 
be  made  negotiable  securities,  and  that  less  evil 
would  result  to  the  colony  than  would  be  the  case 
if  the  money  were  raised  here  on  deficiency  bills. 
It  is,  however,  a  matter  of  very  slight  consequence. 
My  own  impression  is,  that  the  power  contained 
•in  the  PubUc  Revenues  Act  of  1870,  limiting  the 
amount  to  £400,000,  should  be  increased.  Since 
that  Act  was  passed  the  public  works  system  has 
been  extended,  and  the  time  has  conie  for  increas- 
ing that  power  which  the  Government  should,  in 
my  opinion,  have  in  its  hands.  Now,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont,  with  regard  to  the 
expenditure  of  last  year,  appears  io  me  to  have 
taken  a  most  unfair  view  of  the  financial  position 
of  the  colony.  He  does  what  ho  did  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion  :  he  takes  certain  publio  depart- 
ments, and  he  says  that  upon  these  departments 
there  is  a  large  increase  of  expenditure  during 
tho  year ;  therefore  the  Government  was  extrava- 
gant. What  are  tho  departments  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  took  ?  Two  of  tho  depart- 
ments were  Electric  Telegraph  nnd  Post  Office, 
and  another  was  PubUc  Domains  and  Buildings. 
I  submit  to  the  Houso  that  that  is  not  a  fair 
stotejuent.  Every  honorable  member  knows  full 
well  that  in  the  Electric  Telegraph  and  Post  Office 
Departments  there  are  extensions  made  every  year. 
New  offices  are  built,  new  men  appointed  j  and, 
of  necessity,  in  consequence  of  the  progress  the 
colony  is  making,  there  must  be  a  largo  addition 
made  to  the  expenditure  every  year.  Again,  with 
regard  to  Publio  Domains  and  Buildings :   we 
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know  very  trell  that  the  late  Government  had  been 

?UBhing  on  public  buildings  in  the  colonv;  and 
think  honorable  members  will  admit  that  in 
some  parts  of  the  colony  the  public  buildings 
are  in  a  very  wretched  and  dilapidated  condition  ; 
and  in  proportion  to  the  zeal  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  direction,  so  will  the  expenditure  be 
regulated.  Can  any  honorable  gentleman  call 
that  extravagant?  If  the  Treasurer  had  been 
fair,  if  he  had  been  candid,  he  would  have  ex- 
cluded the  Post  Office,  the  Telegraphs,  and  Public 
Domams  and  Buildings.  He  would  Imre  taken 
the  purely  administrative  departments,  and  would 
hare  shown  whether  upon  those  departments  there 
was  a  large  excess  of  expenditure.  But  he  does 
nothing  of  the  kind,  and  I  would  venture  to  say 
thdt,  if  the  purely  administrative  departments 
had  been  taken,  he  would  have  found  that,  so 
far  from  increases,  there  have  been  large  reduc- 
tions, and  that  the  Government  had  effected  re- 
trenchment. Speaking  for  one  department,  I  can 
say  that  when  I  left  the  Treasury  the  expenses 
were  lees  than  they  were  when  I  took  charge 
eighteen  months  before  {  and  I  believe  he  will  find 
that  it  was  so  with  several  other  departments. 
Tho  Treasurer  has  said  that  the  £100,000  whidi 
it  'was  proposed  to  transfer,  for  revenue  to  the 
Public  Works  Department  was  not  transferred. 
Well,  that  it  so :  but  what  was  the  pomtion  F 
We  found  that  the  amount  of  land  reveilue 
which  was  estimated  was  not  likely  to  be  realized, 
and,  aa  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  not  realized  by 
£350,000.  What  was  the  Government  to  do  in 
a  difficultly  like  ^at  P  The  emergency  was  great. 
Would  it  have  been  justifiable  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  deal  with  this  money  as  they  at  first 
proposed  to  deal  with  it  ?  I  say  it  would  not. 
The  £100,000,  which  really  was  revenue,  we  still 
devoted  to  revenue  purposes,  and  allowed  that 
clause  of  the  Appropriation  Act  to  lapse  which 
required  it  to  be  transferred  to  the  Public  Works 
Account.  We  did  no  more  than  what  the  honor- 
able gentleman  did  before  us.  What  became  of 
his  £148,000  of  surplus  with  which  he  commenced 
the  previous  year?  Was  it  not  dealt  with  in 
precisely  the  tome  way  ?  He  brought  it  forward 
as  revenue  in  the  succeeding  year.  I  was  much 
amused  at/  the  view  the  honorable  gentleman  took, 
thut  the  balance  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and 
thd  deficiency  at  the  end  of  the  year  should  be 
added  together  in  ovder  to  show  the  whole  de- 
ficiency of  the  year.  I  remarked  that  in  1877 
some  honorable  member  sitting  on  this  side  of 
tite  House  said  the  same  thin^,  when  the  present 
Treasurer  replied,  "  Qh,  you  jnust  not  deal  with 
it  in  that  way;  you  must  include  the  surplus  of 
the  previous  year  in  the  revenue,  and  compare 
it  with  the  expenditure  of  tho  year."  I  say  the 
argument  he  applied  then  is  good  now.  I  agreed 
with  him  in  1877|  though  I  cannot  agree  with 
him  to-night.  So  that  we  see  tho  deficit  for  the 
past  year  was  £131,000,  but,  if  we  take  from 
that  £50,000,  which  will  be  got  from  tho  land- 
tax,  we  have  a  net  deficit  of  only  £80,000 ;  and> 
considering  the  extraordinary  falling  -  ofi*  in  the 
land  revenue,  which  was  due  to  circumstances 
over  which  we  hofl  no  control  whatever,  the 
principal  one  being '  the '  failure  -  of  li  ttkvk  in 
Mr*  BaUance 


Glasgow,  and  consequent  suspicion  As  td  the 
soundness  of  credit  not  only  of  this  but  of  other 
colonies — private  credit,  I  mean,  not  public  credit 
— if  we  take  that  pircumstance  into  account,  I 
think  it  will  be  admitled  the  financial  resnlta  of ' 
the  year  are  satisfactory,  and  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  not  shown  the  contrary.  We  have 
virtually  a  deficit  df  only  £80,000,  and  it  cannot  ' 
be  said  that  this  is  not  a  satisfactory  result,  taking  . 
into  account  the  extfaordinary  circumstances  to 
which  I  have  referred.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  gone  into  the  expenditure  of  the  Native  De-^  ^ 
partment,  and  has  pointed  out  that^the  exbendi-^ 
ture  iu  that  department  has  increased  during  "- 
several  years.  I  entirely  concur  wiih  him  when 
he  says  the  expenditure  of  that  department  is  more 
than  it  ought  to  be  ;  but  the  circumstances  were 
extraordinary.  Tho  £4.000  to  which  he  refenred  . . 
as  having  been  expended  at  the  Kopua  meeting, 
was  an  expenditure  as  justifiable  as  any  expendi- 
ture ever  was  in.  the  history  of  the  colony,  and 
the  results  in  themselves  are  satisfactory.  In 
securing  an  idliance  with  Bewi,  one  of  the  moot 
powerful  chiefs  iu  the  colony,  and  a  man  whose 
Iri^ndship  for  the  colony  will,  in  my  opinion, 
sf re  ftrlo^gb. expenditure. in  the  future,  and  in- 
'slire  peace  and  confidence-  in  ihc  Waikato,  "that 
expenditure  should  not  be  regretted  by  iXns 
liouse.  On  Uie  West  C^oast  the  expenditure  on 
Armed  Constabulary  showed  'an  increase  iu  con-  - 
sequence  of  the  action  of  a  fanatic,  and  that  wiis 
a  matter  entirely  beyond  the  control  of  the  Qto- 
vernroent.  I  will  just  bring  before  the  House  • 
the  facts  of  the  matter.  This  man,.  Te  Whiti, 
has  not  been,  as  it  were,  the  creation  of  the  pre- 
sent  day — ^it  was  not  during  the  reign  of  the  late 
Government  that  he  assumed  the  position  he  hat 
t^ken  up.  The  fact  is,  that  for  six  or  seven 
years— all  through  the  term  of  office  of  the  pre- 
vious Government — ^Te  .Whiti  was  increasing  in 
power,  and  increasing  in  power  for  mischief,  pur-  •- 
suing  the  same  course  that  he  has  pursued  during 
t^e  last  eighteen  months ;  and  I  believe  the  time 
tp  have  nipped  his  power  in  the  bod  was  Beveii  '. 
or 'eight  years  ago,  when  Te  Wlixli  assumed  pos- 
session at  Parihaka.  To  thefe  isircumstancee, 
entirely  beyond  the  control  of  the  Government, 
is  du^.the  fact  that' expenditure  was  increased, 
and  the  money  anticipated  from  the  sale  of  land 
on  the  Waimate  Plains  was  not  realized.  Had 
that  sale  taken  place,  I  believe  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  extraordinary  commercial  depreesionj  the 
full  amount  of  money  anticipated  from  the  land 
revenue  would  have  been  obtained.  The  honor- 
^bfe  gentleman  might  have  pointed  out  that  all 
anticipations  with  regard  to  ordinary  revenue 
during  the  last  financial  year  were  far  more  than 
realized.  The  fact  is  shown  that  the  anticipa- 
tions were  exceedingly  moderate,  and  tlie  returns 
on  all  the  important  items  of  ordinary  revenae 
have  justified  those  anticipations. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Well,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man passed  over  it  very  lightly.  I  did  not  hear 
him  dwell  upon  that  fact,  or  even  refer  to  it.  I 
agree  with  him  that  there  is  a  great  difficulty  which 
the  House  iliust  look  in  the  face,  and  it  is  quite 
right  to  place  before  the  House  ^n  distinct  terms 
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:.tbe  pbdtion  th^  House  will  have  to  toke  up. 
'ISiere  is  a  deficit  in  the  roTenue,  but  not  such 
a  deficit  as  the  honorable  gentleman  anticipates. 
My  own  impression  is,  that  it  is  not  right  to  make 
snoh  itaUments  as  hare  been  made  as  to  the 
prospects.  The  deficiency,  at  the  end  of  this 
year,  if  we  leave  out  of  account  the  deficiency 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  will  not  ex(^ed 
£500,000  or  £600,000.  We  have  a  right  to  say 
that  the  falling-off  in  the  land  revenue  occurring 
in  one  year  should  not  be  dealt  with  in  the  way 
of  imposing  fresh  taxation  to  the  whole  amount. 
I  think  that  would  be  a  mistake,  and,  if  we  did 
impose  fresh  taxation  suddenly  at  this  time  of 
year,  hoping  to  recover  that  amount,  it  would  im- 
pose hardship  upon  the  colony  which  the  people 
are  not  prepared  for.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
brings  down  another  Financial  Statement,  I  hope 
he  will  go  over  these  figures  again,  and  lie  will 
find  that  he  has  greatly  exaggerated  on  the  one 
hand  and  ander-estimated  on  the  other,  and  that 
the  position  is  not  nearly  so  alarming  and  gloomy 
as  he  has  made  it  out  to  be  in  his  Statement. 

Mr.  MoI^AN. — ^The  honorable  gentleman  who 
has  last  spoken  in  defence  of  the  late  Government 
has  every  right  to  do  so,  for  we  ma^  attribute 
a  great  many  of  the  evils  under  which  we  are 
now  sufi^Bring  to  him.  At  the  time  he  made  his 
Financial  Statement,  he  will  recollect  that  the 
estimate  of  land  revenue  which  he  put  before  the 
House  was  spoken  of  as.  altogether  absurd.  I 
went  to  him  privately,  and  urged  tliat  he  could 
never  realize  that  amount  of  land  revenue.  Does 
any  member  of  this  House  suppose  that  we  could 
realize  £1,230,000  for  land  revenue  in  this  colony 
in  any  one  year  ?  Yet  this  is  what  that  honor- 
able  gentleman  estimated  to  get,  knowing  that 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  said  we  were  to 
get  another  £750,000  from  the  land  revenue — ^in 
all,  £2,000,000  of  money.  Bid  any  member  of 
the  House  suppose  that  estimate  could  be  realized  ? 
But  how  oould  such  an  estimate  be  reconciled 
with  the  profession  of  the  Q-rey  Qovemment,  that 
they  were  desirous  of  encouraging  settlement? 
How  could  any  honorable  gentlemen  stand  up, 
and  say  they  were  "hoping  to  receive  a  large 
amount  of  revenue  from  the  land,  and  at  the 
same  time  were  desirous  of  settling  the  country  P 
The  money  cotdd  only  be  raised  in  one  way,  by 
playing  into  the  hands  of  the  monopolists.  Yet 
the  Hon.  the  Premier,  on  his  stumping  tour,  said 
be  wanted  to  settle  on  these  Waimate  Plains  a 
number  of  families,  and  that  the  Opposition  pre- 
vented him.  What  Opposition  has  prevented 
him  from  settling  these  people  on  the  land? 
Why,  they  wanted  to  sell  the  Waimate  Plains  for 
cash ;  and  yet  the  Premier,  in  his  stumping  tour, 
tells  the  people  that  the  Opposition  prevented 
him  from  settling  the  people  on  the  land.  The 
Opposition  could  never  have  prevented  him,  be- 
cause he  had  the  administration  of  the  lands  in 
his  own  hands,  and  had  not  even  to  ask  for  per- 
mission to  do  what  he  says  he  wanted  to  do  in 
this  respect.  The  honorable  member  for  Wanga- 
noi  says  that,  had  we  got  £360,000  from  land 
revenue  last  year  out  of  the  Waimate  Plains,  the 
esiiinate  woQld  have  been  right.  How  was  it 
possible   that  vre  could  have  got  £360^000  in 


cash  out  of  those  few  thousand  acres  on  Uid  Wai- 
mate Plains?  But,  even  so,  that  at  onee  shows 
there  was  no  intention  to  settle  these  lands,  but 
to  realize  cash  for  them.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  now  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  late  Q-o- 
vernment ;  but  had  he  done  bis  duty  he  would 
have  been  on  those  benches  to  bring  forward  a 
Financial  Statement.  Had  he  not  behaved .  to 
the  late  Premier  in  the  character  of  the  gentle- 
man who  sold  his  Master  for  thirty  pieces  of 
silver,  we  should  have  had  a  Financial  Statement. 
But  when  the  honorable  gentleman  took  io 
writing  articles  in  the  newspapers,  calling  the 
Premier,  of  whose  Government  ho  wa?  at  the 
time  a  member,  a  coward,  what  could  Ve  expect  ? 

Mr.  BAL  LANCE.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order,  or,  rather,  to  a  personal  explanation.  I 
give  the  statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
an  emphatic  denial.  There  is  not  one  word. of 
truth  in  it.     It  is  absolutely  false. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  not  parliamentary  for 
the  honorable  member  to  characterize  the  state- 
ment made  bv  the  honorable  gentleman  as  being 
absolutely  false. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — I  submit  to  your  ruling, 
Sir,  and  will  withdraw  the  expression  which  you 
say  is  unparliamentary.  I  give  the  statement  the 
strongest  contradiction  in  my  power.  The  lan- 
guage is  entirely  untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Such  language  as  that  can- 
not be  used  in  this  House. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  will  say  that  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  statement  made  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman. 

Mr.  MoLEAN.  —  I  was  probably  wrong  in 
saying  that  he  wrote  the  article.  I  give  in  so  far 
as  that.  My  information  was,  that  he  only  dic- 
tated the  article. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  assert  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  making  statements  which  havo 
no  foundation  in  fact ;  they  are  entirely  opposed 
to  fact. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— After  the  denial  given  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Bal- 
lance),  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  member  for 
Waikouaiti,  should  not  repeat  the  statement 
made. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  accept  the  denial.  I  will 
put  the  statement  in  a  different  way.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  honorable  gentlenuin  has  con- 
siderable control  over  a  newspaper  which  called 
the  Hon.  the  late  Premier  a  coward.  I  put  it  in 
that  way. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  that  has  any 
bearing  on  the  subject  before  the  House. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  honorable  gentleman  is 
not  here,  as  Colonial  Treasurer,  to  do  what  he 
ought  to  have  done.  He  should  not  have  loft  the 
GoTernraent  on  the  ere  of  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  he  ought  to  have  been  in  his  place  in 
order  to  inform  the  House  what  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  colony  was.  That  is  the  reason 
why  I  have  thus  referred  to  that  honorable  gentle- 
man. Notwithstanding  that  he  was  turned  out, 
I  do  not  think  the  position  he  took  up  was  at  all 
to  his  credit.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  that 
the  Opposition  never  gave  the  Government  the 
opportunity  of  showing  the  finance  lost  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


236 


Public 


[HOUSE.] 


Ikevenues  Bill.  [Oct.  14 


Did  not  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  last  session 
keep  us  waiting  for  a  fortnight,  telliiig  us  that  he 
was  going  to  give  us  a  Financial  Statement  ?  Did 
he  not  keep  us  from  day  to  day  in  expectation  of 
this,  and,  to  our  surprise,  did  he  not  come  down  to 
the  table  of  this  House  and  mumble  a  few  words 
and  read  a  clause  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  ? 
Sir,  that  was  all  the  Sfatement  we  got.  He  calls 
that  a  Financial  Statement,  and  says  he  is  not 
responsible  for  a  Statement  not  hating  appeared 
in  Hansard.  It  would  be  very  hard  for  a  State- 
ment to  appear  in  Hansard  that  was  never  de- 
livered. They  might  as  well  have  taken  a  piece 
out  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  and  put  it  in  San- 
sard,  and  that  would  be  the  speech  of  the  Hon. 
the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  at  the  last  meeting  of 
Parliament ;  and  this  was  tlie  complete  Statement 
for  which  he  was  pleased  to  keep  us  waiting  a 
fortnight  —  this  was  the  complete  statement  of 
the  finances  of  the  colony.  Now,  the  honorable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Ballance)  confessed  that  the  situ- 
ation was  a  grave  one,  but  he  said  it  was  not  nearly 
80  bad  as  my  honorable  friend  the  member  foV 
Egmont  stated  it  to  be.  Honorable  gentlemen 
can  judge  for  themselves.  They  can  take  the  esti- 
mated revenue  for  different  years.  They  know 
the  condition  of  the  colony.  Each  member  of 
this  House  knows  the  condition  of  the  colony, 
and  what  prospect  there  is  of  a  revenue  coming 
in.  Honorable  members  know  that  the  state 
of  the  country  at  the  present  moment  is  such 
that  we  must  expect  a  large  deficiency  in  the 
revenue.  Why,  the  last  quarter  shows  a  de- 
crease in  the  Customs  revenue.  We  all  know 
that  the  state  of  trade  in  the  country  at  present 
will  prevent  people  from  travelling  on  the  rail- 
ways, and  will  prevent  the  estimates  from  the 
railways  being  realized.  People  will  economize, 
and  there  will  be  lees  Customs  duties  obtained. 
All  these  things  have  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. The  pressure  for  money  is  great,  and  so 
long  as  that  preasure  continues,  so  long  will  the 
revenue  of  the  colony  keep  decreasing.  The 
honorable  gentleman  says,  "  Are  you  to  take  into 
consideration  the  deficiency  in  the  land  revenue 
for  one  year,  and  increase  the  taxation  to  make 
up  that  deficiency  ?  "  Sir,  when  we  talked  of  the 
land  revenue  falling  off,  that  honorable  gentleman 
persisted  in  telling  the  people  of  this  colony  that 
they  were  in  such  a  flourishing  condition  that 
he  could  tnke  the  duties  off  the  necessaries  of  life. 
We  on  this  side  of  the  House  told  him  he  could 
do  no  such  thing — that  ho  must  put  on  other 
duties— that  he  must  increase  taxation,  so  that 
we  might  not  have  a  very  large  deficiency,  such  as 
now  exists.  He  took  no  heed  of  what  was  said, 
but  went  on  his  way  in  defiance  of  any  such  con- 
sideration. He  says,  *'  We  mu&t  keep  faith  with 
the  country  with  regard  to  the  duty  on  tea  and 
sugar."  They  have  broken  every  promise  made 
to  the  country  with  the  exception  of  that  one,  and 
it  would  be  a  very  small  sin  to  break  that  one. 
If  they  have  committed  such  a  great  sin  as  break- 
ing every  other  promise  made  to  the  country, 
Bui*ely  it  would  not  bo  so  umch  worse  to  break 
the  promise  to  take  eo  much  duty  off  tea  and 
sugar.  We  take  the  deficiency  at  £600,000 ;  and 
if  he  were  to  put  on  taxation  to  meet  that  de- 
Mr.  McLean 


ficiency,  would  he  not  paralyze  trade  ? — would 
he  not  throw  this  country  into  such  a  condi- 
tion as  I  am  sure  few  people  would  care  to 
sec  it  placed  in  ?  It  is  bad  enough  at  present, 
but  I  do  not  know  what  state  it  would  be  in 
supposing  he  should  increase  taxation  so  as  to 
meet  this  deficiency.  We  come  now  to  the 
Native  land  question.  The  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  (Sir  Ot.  Grey)  stated  that  the 
land  WAS  a  mercantile  commodity.  Ever  since  I 
have  taken  a  seat  in  this  House  I  have  steadily 
opposed  the  purchase  of  Native  land.  I  have 
done  so  in  the  Government  and  I  have  done  so 
out  of  the  Government,  and  I  intend  to  follow 
that  coui'se.  I  say  these  purchases  of  Natiye 
lands  are  bringing  this  colony  into  great  liabili- 
ties. The  system  of  Native  land  purchases 
enables  the  Native  Minister  to  sign  vouchers  on 
which  is  stated.  Pay  to  the  Hon.  So-and-so,  for 
a  gratuity  to  this  Native,  £50 — for  a  grat^tj 
to  that  Native,  £100.  Who  knows  how  much 
money  is  squandered  in  that  way — whether  it  is 
put  to  a  right  purpose  or  whether  it  is  not  ?  We 
must  put  a  stop  to  such  a  system.  So  long  as 
you  continue  that  system,  so  long  will  you  nave 
these  abuses.  The  Native  Minister  has  full  con- 
trol over  these  funds  ;  he  may  pay  what  sams  he 
pleases,  and  we  know  not  where  the  money  is 
going.  I  am  sure  that  the  Committee  for  the 
appointment  of  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Clire  has  given  notice  has  been  the  means  of 
inducing  honorable  members  opposite  to  endea- 
vour to  stop  the  Statement  made  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  When  they  saw  this  c^rnoon  that 
they  could  not  stop  it,  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  stood  up  and 
graciously  said,  "  We  are  quite  willing  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  should  make  that  Statement 
to  the  country."  That  was  said  when  they  could 
not  avoid  it — when  they  could  not  help  them- 
selves. We  do  not  know  now  who  has  taken  up 
the  position  of  leader.  The  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers  takes  up  one  position,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Ghrey) 
takes  up  a  different  position,  and  we  do  not  know 
who  is  leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— It  is  very  sad. 

Mr.  McLean. — The  honorable  member  says, 
*'  It  is  very  sad."  The  honorable  member  is  in  a 
very  sad  position.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Ballance)  referred  to  the  power 
of  Te  Whiti  as  having  been  a  growing  power  for 
several  years.  If  such  is  the  case,  why  did  his 
Government,  after  they  had  been  a  short  time 
in  oflSce,  and  after  the  Waitara  meeting — why 
did  they  come  down  to  this  House  ond  state  that 
our  relations  with  the  Natives  were  satisfactory  ? 
I  presume,  when  they  stated  that  to  the  House, 
they  stated  what  was  the  ease,-  so  that  we  must 
date  the  growth  of  To  Whiti's  power  from  that 
time.  I  believe  that  the  Native  troubles  have 
been  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  Government 
simply  did  nothing  in  the  way  of  administering 
Native  affairs,  but  allowed  everything  to  drift. 
I  do  not  believe  that  you  could  have  found 
half-a-dozen  gentlemen  in  the  House  who  could 
have  brought  the  affairs  of  this  colony  to  a 
more  deplorable  mesa  in  such  a  short  space  of 
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time..  The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Sir  G.  Grey) — the  honorable  member  for  the 
irhole  of  New  Zealard — for  the  humau  race — 
has,  as  usual,  smoothed  everything  orer;  he 
wonld  have  us  believe  that  the  colony  is  in  no 
difficult  position  whatever.  Well,  the  honorable 
gentleman  as  Treasurer  has  done  a  great  deal  to 
precipitate  tbe  crisis  in  the  colony.  Instead  of 
bringiog  this  House  together  and  devising  means 
for  raising  money,  he  draws  upon  tbe  local  in- 
stitutions. It  was  unfair  to  bring  pressure  on 
such  institutions,  during  a  monetary  crisis  such 
as  has  not  been  known  for  years.  It  was  rather 
the  duty  of  the  G-ovemment  to  relieve  the  local 
institutions  in  a  time  of  trouble,  instead  of  press- 
ing upon  them  at  a  time  when  the  mofaetary 
institutions  were  in  disrepute  owing  to  the 
faQures  that  had  talien  place  in  the  Home- 
country.  It  is  true  that  no  loss  has  accrued 
to  any  of  the  local  monetary  i'/stitutions  from 
such  failures,  and  that  tbere  bas  been  no  cause  for 
anxiety  respecting  tbem.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man, instead  of  calling  this  House  together  to 
devise  means  for  raising  money,  took  so  much 
money  out  of  those  local  institutions,  and  thus 
increased  the  financial  crisis  in  the  colony,  and 
brought  it  to  the  state  in  which  it  is  at  present. 
That  is  one  case  of  pure  maladministration.  Then 
the  honorable  gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  he 
was  prevented  by  the  dissolution  from  proposing 
means  whereby  to  alleviate  this  crisis.  I  ask  tbe 
honorable  gentleman  if  finance  was  one  of  the 
questions  included  in  "contested  motions."  He 
knows  that  it  was  not,  and  that  he  had  full  power 
and  opportunity  to  come  to  this  House  and  inform 
it  of  Uie  state  of  the  finances,  and  that  he  should 
have  done  so.  When  on  the  hustings,  before  the 
dissolution,  I  stated  to  my  constituents  wbat  I 
estimated  the  deficiency  would  be.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  says  it  was  only  £60,000.  Why, 
Sir,  the  difference  between  the  actual  and  esti- 
mated revenue  last  year  was  £296,000.  And  how 
did  the  honorable  gentleman  make  up  his  credit 
amount  in  1877  ?  He  took  items  out  of  different 
loans  and  brought  them  into  account  as  revenue. 
Then  he  said , "  We  will  be  magnanimous.  We  will 
hand  over  £100,000  to  the  Public  Works  Fund." 
Tbe  honorable  gentleman  had  no  right  to  that 
£100,000.  He  said  he  was  going  to  hand  it  over 
to  the  Public  Works  Account,  and  he  never  did 
so ;  and  now  he  takes  it  into  revenue.  I  think  ho 
will  need  to  take  that  amount  and  a  great  deal 
more  into  revenue.  Then  the  honorable  member 
for  Kew  2Sealand — I  do  not  know  what  place  tbe 
honorable  gentleman  sits  for,  so  I  must  regard 
him  as  representing  Now  Zealand — said  we  pre- 
vented him  from  proposing  taxes.  He  never  told 
us  there  was  a  deficiency,  and  never  proposed 
to  bring  forward  any  taxes ;  and  I  say  that  the 
honorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches  will  not 
have  a  very  popular  duty  to  perform  when  they 
bring  down  a  taxation  scheme  to  this  House. 
Any  one  looking  at  the  Oazettesj  who  understunds 
them,  could  see  what  the  deficiency  was,  and 
I  myself  was  always  able  to  take  out  the  defi- 
ciencies and  show  them  to  my  constituents.  But 
how  many  members  of  this  House  study  the 
GtuietUsf    How  many  members  will  even  take 
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the  trouble  to  analyze  a  Financial  Statement 
made  in  this  House  P  The  task  requires  a  deal  of 
labour,  and  I  do  not  suppose  that  it  is  undertaken 
by  more  than  half-a-dozen  members,  who  take 
an  Interest  in  the  question  of  finance ;  and  it  is 
left  to  those  half-dozen  members  to  show  to  this 
House  in  what  condition  the  finances  are ;  and 
this  they  generally  hare  to  do  at  the  end  of  the 
session,  when  it  is  diMculfc  to  get  members  to 
listen  to  them.  The  late  Colonial  Treasurer  said 
it  was  no  harm  to  anticipate  the  five-million 
loan  by  drawing  against  it  to  the  extent  of  two 
millions.  We  know  those  honorable  gentlemen 
have  been  in  great  straits  for  money;  we  know 
that  they  have  had  to  raise  money  in  London 
on  short-dated  debentures  and  in  anticipation  of 
this  loan.  I  may  tell  the  House  that  if  half-a- 
dozen  men  in  London  cared  to  make  the  loan  a 
failure  they  could  do  so.  Why,  it  is  not  long 
since  this  colony  put  up  one  and  a  half  millions 
for  tender.  And  what  was  the  amount  ten- 
dered for?  Only  £200,000.  And  how  is  it  pos- 
sible to  say  that  the  same  thing  may  not  occur 
again,  or  that  a  crisis  may  not  take  place  just  as 
we  are  about  to  place  the  loan  upon  the  market, 
and  it  may  become  a  failure  P  I  do  not  say  that  ut 
f  uch  a  crisis  it  would  have  been  wise  to  reduce  the 
expenditure  on  public  works  too  heavily;  but 
when  the  preceding  Government  had  pulled  the 
finances  together,  and  had  become  very  unpopular 
in  consequence,  the  late  Government  came  into 
power  and  launched  out  at  a  rate  which  no  reason- 
able men,  and  no  men  having  any  regard  for  the 
interests  of  the  country,  would  have  done.  And 
now  another  cautious  Government  has  come  into 
office  ;  and,  after  performing  the  unpopular  task  of 
pulling  the  finances  together,  they  will  be  turned 
out,  while  their  successors  are  again  to  let  the 
strings  of  the  purse  loose ;  and  this  is  to  go  on  till 
we  ^et  to  tbe  end  of  our  borrowing,  which,  I  am 
afraid,  is  not  very  far  off*.  The  late  Government, 
until  they  got  into  office,  talked  loudly  of  eco- 
nomy ;  but  after  they  got  into  power  they  did 
nothing  but  squander  money,  and  increase  the 
Civil  Service— which  they  did  to  the  extent  that 
has  been  shown.  This  brings  me  to  a  point  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui 
(Mr.  Ballance),  when  he  said  that  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice expenditure,  as  stated  to  the  House,  included 
the  Post  Office  and  Telegraph  buildings.  Why, 
the  honorable  gentleman  knows  that  most  of  these 
buildings — the  important  ones,  at  any  rate— -were 
built  out  of  loan,  and  thtit  their  cost  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  estimates  of  departmental  expen- 
diture. The  honorable  gentleman  is  perfectly 
aware  of  that,  and  yet  he  wished  to  mislead  the 
House  by  saying  the  expenditure  stated  was  not 
the  actual  expenditure.  In  increasing  the  Civil 
Service  as  they  have  done,  the  lute  Government 
have  created  a  difficulty  for  their  successors  which 
those  gentlemen  will  have  some  trouble  in  coping 
with.  They  have  also  done  an  injury  to  the  Civil 
Service  of  this  colony  that  it  will  take  a  long  time 
to  recover  from.  They  have  established  a  sort  of 
terrorism  in  the  Civil  Service.  They  have  taken 
away  those  valuable  positions  which  have  become 
vacant,  and  which  arc  few  and  far  between,  and 
they  have  demoralized  the  Service  by  not  allowing 
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their  places  to  be  filled  by  those  who  entered  the 
Servico  as  young  men,  and  are  working  their  way 
up  to  higher  positions. 

Mr.  MACANDEEW.— Name. 

Mr.  MoLEAN.  —  There  are  several  cases. 
There  is  Mr.  Luckie's  appointment.  1  am  not 
going  to  say  anything  regarding  these  geotlemen 
themselyes. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — There  is  only  one. 

Mr.  MoLEAN. — I  might  also  mention  Mr. 
McCullagh  Beed,  who  receifed  a  most  lucrative 
appointment  as  a  reward  for  concocting  untruth- 
ful telegrams  about  the  Native  meetings  of  the 
late  Gkrremment,  and  publishing  reports  which 
were  so  glaringly-coloured  that  those  honorable 
gentlemen  were  ashamed  to  include  them  with 
the  extracts  from  other  newspapers  which  they 
embodied  in  the  papers  laid  before  the  House, 
and  which  they  called  State  papers.  They  were 
ashamed  to  take  their  own  friend's  telegrams, 
because  they  were  so  highly-coloured. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW.— He  is  not  in  the  Civil 
Service. 

Mr.  MoLEAN.  —  The  honorable  gentleman 
says  he  is  not  in  the  Civil  Service.  When  you 
appoint  a  gentleman  at  £600  a  year  to  go  Home 
and  lecture  in  England 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — L*eland. 

Mr.  MoLEAN.—Well,  Ireland.  I  suppose  he 
was  to  help  to  send  out  the  six  thousand  paupers 
whom  the  Gbvemment  were  going  to  flood  this 
colony  with — ^whom  the  late  Premier,  in  his  tele- 
gram of  the  15th  February  last,  sent  for,  so  that 
they  might  be  an  addition  to  the  immigrants 
whom  the  late  Q-overnment  were  pouring  into  this 
colony  in  the  dead  of  winter.  They  wanted  to 
introduce  six  thousand  paupers  into  New  Zealand, 
in  order  that  the  colony  might  be  flooded  with  a 
class  of  people  who  could  not  work,  even  if  there 
wore  employment  for  them.  And  this  is  done 
by  the  great  protector  of  the  working-man.  I 
wonder  how  the  honorable  gentleman  can  recon- 
cile bis  conduct  in  this  matter  with  his  speeches 
to  the  working-men  delivered  in  Wellington, 
Dunedin,  and  Christchurch !  The  honorable 
member  misled  this  House  by  omitting  from  the 
papers  on  immigration  which  be  laid  on  the 
table  this  celebrated  telegram  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  the  reply  thereto.  Why  did  he 
keep  the  House  in  ignorance  of  that  telegram  ? 
And  why  did  he  go  about  the  colony  telling  the 
working-men  he  was  opposed  to  further  immi- 
gration, while,  almost  at  the  same  moment^  he  was 
endeavouring  to  flood  the  colony  with  six  thou- 
sand paupers  ?  To  revert,  Sir,  to  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Beed,  who,  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers said,  was  not  in  the  Civil  Service.  The  late 
Government  appointed  him  as  Immigration  Agent 
at  Home  at  a  salary  of  £600  a  year  tor  two  years, 
and  allowed  him  £250  for  travelling  expenses 
each  way.  And  this  was  done  because  he  wrote 
coloured  telegrams  relative  to  the  Native  meetings, 
on  the  strength  of  which  the  late  Gh>vemment 
declared  that  peaceful  relations  had  been  at  last 
established  with  the  Native  race.  There  are  a 
multitude  of  other  appointments  in  the  Native 
Pepartment  especially.  Sir,  I  am  truly  glad 
that  we  have  seen  the  end  of  their  misman- 
Mr,  McLean 


a^ment.  I  attach  great  importance  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  OUve — which 
the  honorable  gentdemen  opposite  are  endeavour- 
ing to  evade — ^for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expenditure  of  the  Native  Department ;  and 
I  believe  that  the  result  of  this  investigation,  in 
conjunction  with  the  disclosures  as  to  the  state 
of  our  finances,  will  be  that  the  oountiy  will  not 
back  those  honorable  gentlemen  up,  and  that 
they  will  never  see  those  benches  again. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  think,  Sir,  it  will  be  admitted 
that  it  is  a  most  inconvenient  method  of  taking 
the  Financial  Statement  that  we  are  having 
recourse  to  to-night  —  discussing  it  bit  by  bit, 
sinking  down  to  a  mere  investigation  of  figures 
as  figures,  and  not  in  the  slightest  degree  touch- 
ing the  policy  which  ought  to  form  part  of  a 
Financial  Statement,  but  which  is  absent  alto- 
gether from  the  one  now  before  us.  I  can  assure 
the  Treasurer  and  the  Premier '  that  they  are 
both  under  a  very  great  delusion  in  supposing 
that  what  has  been  said  to-night,  so  fajr  at  all 
events  as  it  relates  to  the  accounts  up  to  the 
80th  June  last,  has  not  been  before  the  public, 
thoroughly  understood  by  the  public,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, thoroughly  understood  by  not  the  least  intel- 
ligent portion  of  the  public — the  honorable  mem- 
bers who  are  sitting  in  this  House.  It  has  been 
published,  not  in  Gcutettes^  but  in  the  form  of 
regular  statements  of  receipts  and  expenditure, 
and  has  been  commented  upon  by  newsp^>er8 
in  all  directions.  We  all  knew  that  there  was  a 
deficiency ;  and  I  think  the  honorable  members 
underrate  the  intelligence  of  those  who  conduct 
the  newspapers  of  this  colony,  and  the  intelli- 
gence of  honorable  members  also  who  have  had 
before  them  all  the  data  upon  which  the  State- 
ment now  made — so  far  as  the  80th  June  is  con- 
cerned— is  based.  I  have  myself  looked  through 
them  very  carefully  more  than  once,  and  I  was 
quite  prepared  to  hear  that  there  was  a  deficit — 
in  fact,  I  knew  there  was  a  deficit  up  to  the  80th 
June,  1879.  But,  when  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
told  us  that  the  deficit  would  be  £912,000  at  the 
end  of  this  year,  then  I  ventured  to  think,  and  I 
still  think,  that  he  is  labouring  under  a  very  great 
delusion  himself.  It  is  utterly  impossible,  to  my 
mind,  that  there  can  be  such  a  deficit.  The 
honorable  gentleman  must  have  been  in  a  very 
gloomy  frame  of  mind  when  he  made  the  calcula- 
tions upon  which  this  Statement  is  based.  He 
has  been  threatened  with  an  attack  of  opposition, 
which  has  given  him  a  very  gloomy  view  of  the 
future.  Wiy,  Sir,  the  ordinary  revenue  has  not 
fallen  off  in  any  way  for  some  time  past.  It  is 
the  land  revenue  which  has  fallen  off.  The  ordi- 
nary revenue  has  increased ;  and  why  should  he 
think  it  will  decrease  now  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  do  not. 

Mr.  MOSS. — The  honorable  gentleman  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  we  must  expect  the  ordinaiy 
revenue  to  fall  off  during  the  year. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  am  happy  to  hear  it.  Then  it 
must  have  been  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti  who  made  the  statement.  Now,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  any  one  who  has  studied  these 
matters  must  know  that,  even  when  coontriM  are 
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in  periods  of  financial  distress,  the  public  reyenue 
does  not  necessarily  fall  off.  That  is  the  case  in 
Sngland  at  the  present  time.  The  most  remark- 
able instance  of  the  truth  of  this  statement  was 
the  year  1847.  It  was  noted  at  the  time,  and  has 
been  frequently  quoted  since,  that,  in  the  midst  of 
the  Irish  famine,  and  when  the  greatest  distress 
was  being  experienced  in  all  the  surrounding 
nations,  England  was  able,  for  the  first  time, 
to  do  without  deficiency  bills.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  the  slightest  reason  to  apprehend  any 
aerious  falling-off  in  the  ordinary  rerenue  in  the 
approaching  year.  Then  where  is  the  deficit? 
Entirely  in  the  land  revenue;  and  I  beliere  we 
shall  continue  to  see  a  deficiency  in  that  direc- 
tion. But,  admitting  all  these  facts,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  stopped  just 
where  we  should  have  liked  him  to  go  on.  How 
is  the  deficiency  to  be  met  ?  That  is  the  point 
where  the  two  sides  of  the  House  are  more  likely 
to  be  found  at  issue.  That  is  exactly  the  point 
where  the  honorable  gentleman's  policy  will  come 
in.  His  Financial  Statement,  without  that,  it 
like  "  Hamlet"  with  Hamlet  left  out.  I  think 
we  ought  to  hare  that  information,  because  we 
shall  otherwise  go  on  debating  a  matter  which 
could  be  settled  by  two  or  three  ordinary  ac- 
countants quite  as  readily  as  by  the  members 
of  this  House.  Without  that  information  we 
are  simply  beating  the  wind.  We  heard  of  the 
purchases  of  Native  land,  and  reference  was  made 
to  that  as  one  direction  in  which  much  money 
had  been  wasted.  That  is  not  a  secret  discovered 
by  the  present  Goyemment.  Nor  does  it  affect 
the  Gk)yemment  that  last  occupied  those  benches. 
We  all  know  that,  if  money  has  been  unprofit- 
ably  spent  in  that  way,  it  has  been  unprofitably 
spent  by  previous  Gt>yemments.  Notoriously  so. 
We  know  of  cases  in  which  huge  bushes  have 
been  leased  one  day  to  private  individuals,  and 
sold  to  the  Government  the  next,  subject  to  these 
leases  of  ninety-nine  years.  No  revenue  was 
likely  to  arise  from  such  purchases  as  that.  But 
will  any  one  say  that  similar  things  have  hap- 
pened within  the  last  two  or  three  years  P 
Whatever  fault  may  be  found  with  the  late 
Government,  it  will  be  found  that  their  land 
purchases  are  not  unprofitable  purchases :  on 
the  contrary,  I  think  the  colony  may  expect  a 
considerable  return  from  the  land  which  those 
purchases  represent.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear 
reference  made  to  the  meeting  at  Kopua,  and  to 
the  cost  of  that  meeting,  because  I  venture  to  say 
that  it  was  one  of  the  cheapest  operations,  either 
from  a  military  or  civil  point  of  view,  which  the 
colony  has  ever  undertaken.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  the  expenditure  of  that  £4,000,  we  should 
have  been  compelled  to  maintain  a  large  force  on 
the  Waikato  frontier  during  the  late  excitement 
on  the  West  Coast.  I  will  not  trouble  the  House 
at  any  length,  because  I  feel  that  we  have  nothing 
to  debate.  It  is  no  use  going  into  petty  matters 
of  account ;  and  there  is  no  policy  m  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  we  have  listened  to  to-night.  There 
is  nothing  to  lay  hold  of.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  missed-fire.  I  cannot 
but  regret  the  whole  character  of  the  Statement, 
if  it  was  intended  as  a  Financial  Statement.    The 


air  has  been  full  of  rumours  of  the  fearful  dis- 
closures that  were  to  be  made,  and  of  the  fearful 
acts  of  corruption  of  the  last  Government.  A 
mountain  was  raised  before  us,  and  at  last  it  has 
produced  this  ridiculous  mouse.  The  whole 
Statement  can  serve  no  useful  purpose,  except  to 
draw  a  red-herring  across  the  want-of-confidence 
motion.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  wasting  time 
in  discussing  it. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.  — I  cannot  lose  this 
opportunity  of  congratulating  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer upon  being  what  I  may  call  a  very  lucky 
— a  very  fortunate  man.  Sir,  he  has  admin- 
istered the  finances  of  this  country  for  many 
years.  He  has  had  large  revenues  at  his  disposal ; 
he  has  had  large  loan  funds  at  his  disposal; 
he  has  managed  the  accounts  just  exactly  as  lie 
pleased.  He  has  always  had  a  large  majority  at 
his  back,  although  there  have  been  a  few  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  who  declared  that  the 
course  he  was  taking  would  lead  to  bankruptcy 
and  ruin.  He  leaves  those  benches  for  a  few 
months,  other  gentlemen  take  his  place,  and  he  is 
enabled  to  come  down  here  to-night  and  say  that 
oil  that  has  eone  wrong  in  his  own  financing  is  the 
fault  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  lately 
occupied  those  benches.    That  is  precisely  the 

Eosition  of  affairs  as  they  stand  to-night.  The 
onorable  gentleman's  plan  was  simply  this  :  So 
long  as  figures  were  placed  before  the  country 
which  were,  on  the  face  of  them,  in  the  slightest 
degree  plausible,  and  so  long  as  money  could 
be  got,  nobody  ever  troubled  himself  about  the 
accounts,  or  cared  whence  the  money  came  or 
where  it  went.  The  whole  country  was  demoral- 
ized J  everybody  was  crying  out  for  expenditure ; 
and  the  honorable  gentleman,  like  the  Roman 
emperors,  fed  the  populace.  The  result  is  now 
tolerably  plain.  His  system  of  finance  was  this  : 
He  had  a  variety  of  funds,  and,  when  there  was  a 
deficiency  in  one,  he  compensated  that  deficiency 
by  a  balance  from  another,  and  so  on  ;  and,  when 
it  came  to  the  last  deficiency,  he  always  pushed 
that  on  to  what  was  considered  to  be  a  Fortu- 
natus's  purse — namely,  the  Land  Fund.  For  a 
long  time  the  Land  Fund  did  act  as  the  For- 
tunatus's  purse.  However  largely  honorable 
members  estimated  that  Laud  Fund,  somehow 
or  other  it  always  exceeded  the  estimate  —  it 
always  supplied  us  with  funds;  but  at  last  that 
Land  Fund  failed,  and  now  we  have  this  deficit  of 
£600,000  or  £700,000  sticking  out,  because  there 
is  no  Land  Fund  upon  which  to  put  it.  This  is 
the  simple  solution  of  the  financial  difficulty  we 
have  got  into.  As  long  as  the  Land  Fund  lasted 
there  was  no  chance  of  financial  difficulty;  but 
the  moment  it  ceases  financial  difficulties  crop 
up.  And  is  it  fair  that  all  this  should  be  laid  on 
the  backs  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  lately 
occupied  those  benches  ?  I  feel  perfectly  satis- 
fied that  the  sense  of  fair-play  and  g|ood  feeling 
of  this  House  and  of  the  country  will  place  the 
blame  where  it  ought  to  lie — namely,  upon  that 
speculative  finance  that  was  begun  by  Sir  Julius 
Vogel,  and  continued  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  now  denounces  the  finance  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, which  is  simply  a  continuation  of  the 
finance  of  the  former  GoTemment.    Now,  Sir, 
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one  of  the  great  charges  made  against  the  honor- 
ahle  member  for  the  Thames  and  the  lat«  Qt)vem- 
ment  una  this — the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
commenced  liis  speech  with  it,  and  the  Premier 
commenced  his  speech  with  almost  precisely  the 
same  words :  We  were  told  that  the  finances  had 
not  been  dealt  with  for  the  last  fifteen  months 
— that  is  to  say,  that  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer 
had  made  no  Financial  Statement.  Now,  I 
should  like  to  know  whose  fault  that  was.  It 
was  the  fault  of  the  majority  in  this  House  in 
not  demanding  and  compelling  a  Financial  State- 
ment to  be  made ;  and  the  ifcajority  in  this 
House  last  session  was  on  the  other  side.  Tliey 
had  a  majority  of  fourteen,  and  that  majority  of 
fourteen  were  unable  to  compel  that  honorable 
gentleman  to  make  a  Financial  Statement.  Why, 
Sir,  there  was  an  edifying  scene  enacted  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  last  session.  I  was  not  here 
to  see  it  unfortunately ;  but  it  must  haTO  been 
magnificently  grand.  Sir,  it  ought  to  become 
historical ;  and,  if  at  any  period  of  our  career  we 
have  parliamentary  buildings  suitable  to  the  re- 
quirements of  this  colony,  and  if  we  should  hare 
a  New  Zealand  Maclise  able  to  decorate  our  walls 
with  historical  pictures,  this  ought  to  be  one  of 
them.  After  the  majority  of  fourteen  had  de- 
clared itself,  what  said  the  leader,  Sir  William 
Fox  ?  He  said  to  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
had  just  been  beaten,  "  We  have  a  majority  of 
fourteen,  and  we  will  impose  conditions  upon 
you,  or  we  will  grant  neither  your  supplies  nor 
your  loan."  And  what  was  the  reply  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  was  then  at  the  head 
of  the  Government.^  Did  he  come  forward  and 
say,  "  We  are  a  weak  and  beaten  party,  just  de- 
feated by  your  majority  of  fourteen ;  we  agree  to 
whatever  conditions  you  may  choose  to  impose 
upon  us"?  No,  Sir.  He  eaid,  *'  I  defy  you  and 
your  majority.  I  will  agree  to  no  conditions, 
and  you  shall  grant  supply  and  the  loan."  And 
what  did  the  majority  of  fourteen  say  to  that  ? 
Did  Ihey  say,  "  We'll  give  you  no  supply  and  no 
loan,  until  you  agree  to  these  conditions"?  No. 
They  slunk  back  to  their  benches  and  never  said  a 
word.  And  why  ?  Because  they  dared  not  refuse 
the  supplies ;  because  they  dared  not  refuse  the 
loan.  Because  they  knew  it  was  their  own  sys- 
tem of  finance  which  necessitated  that  loan, 
and  necessitated  those  supplies.  Does  anybody 
in  this  Houso  with  a  grain  of  common  sense  sup- 
pose for  a  single  moment  that,  with  that  majority 
of  fourteen,  they  would  ever  have  allowed  the 
member  for  the  Thames  a  loan  of  £5,000,000  if  it 
was  not  that  they  knew  perfectly  well  that  they 
could  not  refuse  it,  because  the  necessities  of 
the  country  required  it — the  necessities  imposed 
upon  the  country  by  their  own  legislation? 
"  Conscience  doth  make  cowards  of  us  all  j"  and 
it  made  cowards  of  them,  and  they  dared  not 
carry  out  their  threat.  The  honorable  gentleman 
told  us,  and  I  quite  agree  with  him,  that  the  state 
of  the  finances  requires  the  serious  and  imme- 
diate attention  of  tbo  House.  Sir,  I  say,  if  the 
House  will  give  the  finances  its  serious  considera- 
tion, it  is  cheap  at  this  £600,000— dirt-cheap,  if 
*.he  House  will  really  take  this  matter  under  its 
control ;  if  the  House  will  put  its  foot  down  at 
Mr.  Reader  Wood 


once  and  say  there  shall  be  no  more  extravagant 
expenditure  j  there  shall  be  no  more  public  de- 
moralization ;  there  shall  be  no  more  of  thif 
onerous  taxation ;  there  shall  be  no  more  ex- 
penditure on  public  works  that  have  not  been 
reproductive,  and  are  not  likely  to  be  repro- 
ductive ;  there  shall  be  no  more  votes  bought 
with  borrowed  money.  I  say,  if  that  is  done, 
£600,000  will  be  cheap.  It  will  be  the  cheapest 
article  we  have  had  yet  out  of  the  whole  lot. 
The  only  thing  I  am  afraid  of  is,  that  the  House 
will  not  do  anything  of  the  sort.  To  enable  it  to 
do  so,  you  want  what  we  have  not  got,  and  what 
I  do  not  see  how  we  are  going  to  get^ — a  strong 
Government.  You  saw  one  Government  put  out 
a  few  days  ago  by  a  majority  of  two.  You  will 
see  another  put  out  in  another  day  or  two  by 
a  majority  of  about  four  or  five;  and  what  is 
to  be  the  result  after  that  is  more  than  I  or  any- 
body else  can  say.  But  this  I  say:  that,  if 
we  have  —  well.  Sir,  it  is  a  word  that  fell  on 
my  ear,  and  I  was  astonished  to  hear  it  in  this 
House ;  it  was  spoken  by  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst) 
when  seconding  the  Address  in  reply  to  the  6K>- 
vernor's  Speech  —  that  word  was  "  patriotism.'* 
I  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  it  used  in  this  House 
before.  It  came,  however,  from  mv  honorable 
friend  with  a  good  ring ;  it  was  re-echoed  also  by 
my  honorable  Iriend  the  Premier,  but  it  fell  from 
his  lips  as  if  it  were  a  word  that  had  no  meaning 
—as  if  it  could  not  possibly  be  understood  in 
this  centre  of  self-seeking  and  intrigue.  Bnt^ 
Sir,  if  there  is  any  patriotism  here— if  we  are 
really  to  be  the  representatives  of  the  people — 
it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  this  House  to  turn 
its  attention  to  the  question  of  finance ;  to 
settle  the  thing  upon  a  sure  and  solid  basis ; 
to  stop  these  scandalous  and  extravagant  votes 
for  public  works,  in  which  nobody  believes  and 
which  everybody  asks  for.  If  we  do  that,  we 
shall,  for  the  first  time  for  the  last  eight  or  nine 
years,  be  really  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  be  doing  something  for  the  country.  The 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  has  made 
a  charge  against  the  late  Government  which  I 
certainly  should  not  have  thought  would  have 
come  from  him.  He  made  a  charge  with 
reference  to  the  demorah'zation  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice by  the  action  of  the  late  Government ;  and 
when  asked  to  mention  names,  all  he  could  men- 
tion were  two  persons  who,  during  a  period  of 
two  years,  have,  it  appears,  been,  in  a  somewhat 
iiTcgular  way,  launched  into  the  Civil  Servioe. 
Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  was  himself  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Government  of  which  Sir  JuUus  Yogel 
was  the  head.  In  1869,  in  1870,  in  1871 ,  and  in 
]  >  72  the  gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of  that 
Government  used  to  import  by  shoals  into  the 
Civil  Service  members  from  this  House.  And  so 
atrocious,  so  abominable  was  it,  and  such  a  public 
scandal  did  it  become,  that  the  House,  in  its 
own  defence,  had  to  pass  a  measure  which  abso- 
lutely prevented  members  of  the  House  from 
holding  any  Civil  office  for  twelve  months  after 
they  had  ceased  to  be  mcnibcr:».  And  not  only 
was  that  done,  but  after  wards  ihero  was  a 
system    of   corruption    established    within    the 
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walls  of  the  House  itself  among  its  members 
that  rendered  it  necessary  to  pass  a  Bill  of 
Indemnitj,  Tt^hitewasbing  erery  one  who  hod 
done  anjtbing  iu  that  way.  In  rain  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  begged, 
and  prayed,  and  pleaded.  He  said,  "  If  these 
offences  have  been-  committed,  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  grant  a  Bill  of  Indemnity  ;  but  lot  us 
have  the  names  put  in  the  Bill.  Do  not  make 
it  general.  We  haye  not  all  done  these  things. 
Sorely  there  are  some  of  us  who  have  not  done 
these  things."  But  no.  They  would  not  have 
the  names  mentioned.  There  was  to  be  a  general 
Bill  of  Indemnity :  and  by  the  force  of  a  majority 
it  was  passed.  And  yet,  Sir,  that  honorable 
gentleman  has  the  assurance  to  get  up  and  tell 
us  the  late  Government  ought  to  be  condemned 
— utterly  condemned — because  two  persons  in 
two  years  have  been  wrongly  imported  into  the 
Civil  Service.  I  do  not  excuse  the  late  Govern- 
ment. They  have  no  doubt  '*  done  a  great  many 
things  that  they  ought  not  to  have  done,  and  left 
undone  a  great  many  things  that  they  ought  to 
hare  done;"  but  I  do  not  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  the  one  to  accuse  them.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  should  have  expected  to  have  found  the 
best  supporters  of  the  Me  Government  amongst 
those  who  now  oppose  them,  because  they  followed 
in  their  tracks  very  closely.  They  have  been 
nearly  as  extravagant  as  those  honorable  gentle- 
men, and  have  done  nearly  everything  that  the 
honorable  gentlemen  did  who  succeeded  in  turn- 
ing them  out  in  consequence.  I  should  have 
thought  that,  instead  of  turning  round  on  the  late 
Government  and  accusing  them  of  these  things, 
they  might  have  said  to  them,  "  Try.  Go  on. 
If  not  equal  to  us,  you  are  getting  along  very 
well.  We  will  be  your  best  supporters,  and  no 
doubt  in  time  jou  will  come  up  to  us."  That  is 
the  course  which,  when  I  came  down  here,  I 
thought  that  side  would  take,  and  that  I  should 
find  myself  once  more  forced  to  take  up  that 
almost  solitary  position  which  I  hare  before  been 
compelled  to  occupy  in  this  House.  But  what  do 
I  find  ?  I  find  that  I  am  obliged  to  support 
the  late  Government,  as  being  the  lesser  e?il-  of 
the  two. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  must  say  I  was  sur- 
prised at  the  way  in  which  the  Statement  made 
by  the  Colonial  IVeasurer  was  received  to-night, 
and  I  quite  agree  with  those  who  have  pronounced 
the  debate  that  has  taken  place  as  a  somewhat 
unprofitable  one.  But,  Sir,  1  do  not  consider  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  in  any  way  accountable 
for  the  tone  which  the  debate  has  taken,  nor  do  I 
think  he  can  in  any  way  be  blamed  for  having 
merely  brought  before  us  to-night  tlio  state  of 
the  public  finances,  without  taking  that  further 
step  which  was  referred  to  b^  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Pamell,  and  developing  a  policy  by  which 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  was  to  be  met.  I 
do  not  suppose  that  any  member  of  the  House  on 
either  side  expected  for  a  moment  that  my  honor- 
able friend  would  bring  down  to-night  any  policy 
for  the  future,  or  do  anything  more  than  keep 
the  promise  he  made  on  a  previous  occasion  and 
lay  before  the  House  a  clear  outline  of  the  exact 
position  of  our  finances  to-day.    Running  through 


the  speeches  that  have  been  made  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  to-night,  I  find  that  the  late 
Premier  was  entirely  at  odds  with  another  honor- 
able member — a  prominent  member — of  his  party 
as  to  the  character  of  the  State imi it  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer.  The  late  Premier  said  very  little 
more  than  to  corroborate  what  my  honorable 
friend  had  stated  in  the  House.  He  did  not 
in  any  way  deny  the  accuracy  of  his  figures,  or 
the  general  correctness  of  his  remarks.  AH  he 
told  US  was,  that  there  was  uotliing  new  in 
what  the  Treasurer  had  brought  down — that 
everything  that  honorable  gentleman  had  stated 
had  been  known  for  months;  that  it  had  been 
placed  plainly  before  the  country  every  quarter 
in  the  quarterly  public  accounts  j  that  it  was 
only  such  a  Statement  as  he  himself  would  have 
brought  down  earUer  than  this  if  he  had  re- 
mained in  oflSce,  and  for  the  result  of  which  the 
Government  of  which  he  was  the  head  were  pre- 
pared to  provide..  He  said  he  actually  left  mea- 
sures for  the  new  Government  which  would  pro- 
vide for  the  whole  condilion  of  afiairs  set  forth  in 
the  Statement  of  the  Treasurer.  All  of  new  that 
he  told  us  was  that  the  party  who  placed  the 
Government  in  power  were  to  blame  tor  the  fact 
that  this  condition  of  afiairs  was  not  provided  for 
before,  and  was  not  placed  before  the  House  iu 
the  usual  way.  The  same  thing  has  been  said  by 
other  honorable  members  j  but  every  one  who  was 
in  the  House  last  session  knows  that  the  honor- 
able member,  the  late  Premier,  had  the  fullest 
opportunity  to  lay  the  state  of  the  finances  before 
the  House.  We  adjourned  from  day  to  day  for 
nearly  a  fortnight  at  his  own  request,  in  order 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  elaborating 
the  figures  which  would  enable  him  to  make  his 
Statement;  and  we  waited  with  the  greatest 
anxiety  for  such  a  disclosure  as  the  present  Trea- 
surer has  given  us  to-night.  No  obstacle  whatever 
was  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  :  on  the  contrary,  the  Opposi- 
tion afforded  him  every  possible  opportunity  for 
making  his  Financial  Statement,  and  displayed 
a  moderation  on  account  of  which  they  have 
incurred  the  stigma  of  feebleness  and  irresolution. 
The  fact  is,  the  irresolution  and  weakness  with 
which  we  are  now  charged  consisted  solely  in  the 
extreme  moderation  we  displayed  for  the  express 
purpose  of  allowing  the  honorable  gentleman  to 
bring  down  his  Financial  Statement  last  session. 
There  is  nothing  in  what  I  now  state  that  can  be 
contradicted.  I  myself  desired  above  all  things 
that  we  should  have  a  Financial  Statement ;  and, 
when  the  Loan  Bill  was  before  the  House,  I  said 
in  my  place  that  nothing  but  the  promise  of  the 
Premier  that  we  should,  have  a  clear  and  explicit 
sta.tement  of  the  accounts  before  Parliament  was 
dissolved  would  induce  me  to  support  the  pass- 
ing of  that  Loan  Bill.  I  was  prepared  to  face 
unpopularity  and  every  sort  of  objection  rather 
than  allow  the  Loan  Bill  to  pass,  if  not  ver^ 
certain  that  we  should  have  a  clear  and  explicit 
Financial  Statement.  But,  after  all  this,  the 
honorable  gentleman  comes  down  and  tells  us 
that  we,  and  we  alono,  prevented  the  state  of  the 
finances  being  laid  before  the  country.  What  we 
held,  and  wlut  we  pressed  upon  bun,  was  this : 
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that  he  ought  to  hare  called  Parliament  together 
not  later  than  the  montli  of  Maj,  and  should 
then  hare  laid  before  the  country  the  serious  and 
alarming  state  of  the  finances.  So  far  from  pre- 
Tenting  the  honorable  gentleman  from  making  a 
Financial  Statement,  we  urged  and  pressed  him 
in  every  way,  until  he  came  down  to  the  House 
and  told  us  our  conduct  was  cruel,  that  we  were 
urging  him  beyond  his  powers,  and  that  he  could 
not  possibly  make  a  Statement.  The  honest  truth 
of  the  matter  was,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  no  grasp  of  the  financial  position  of  the  colony, 
and  did  not  know  how  the  finances  stood.  He 
took  control  of  the  Treasury  only  a  few  weeks 
before  the  session  opened,  and  he  knew  no  more 
about  the  finances  of  the  colony  than  any  child  in 
the  country  does.  Nothing  could  be  clearer  than 
that,  when  the  honorable  gentleman,  as  Colonial 
Treasurer,  first  sat  at  the  table  to  pass  the  esti- 
mates. When  the  simplest  question  was  put  to 
him  asking  for  information  regarding  the  state  of 
the  finances  we  could  get  no  answer,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  he  was  in  i^uch  a  puzzle  that 
he  could  not  give  a  rational  or  intelligible  answer. 
I  well  remember  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer 
asking  him  whether  a  sum  of  orer  £40,000  was  at 
debit  or  credit,  and  the  Treasurer  of  that  time 
could  not  tell  to  which  side  the  balance  belonged. 
He  absolutely  knew  nothing  about  it ;  and  that 
was  the  real  reason  why  no  Financial  Statement 
was  made.  The  state  of  affairs  disclosed  to- 
night convinces  me  more  than  ever  that  the  Go- 
Tcrnment  acted  very  wrongly  indeed  in  allowing 
so  great  a  part  of  the  year  to  slip  away,  and  not 
calling  Parliament  together  before  the  24th  of  July. 
Had  they  done  their  duty  to  the  country  honestly 
and  straightforwardly  they  would  have  called  us 
together  at  least  in  May,  and  would  have  said, 
"The  state  of  the  finances  is  so  grave  that  we 
must  make  provision  at  once  for  additional  taxa- 
tion, or  else  largely  reduce  the  public  expendi- 
ture." The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Sir  G.  Grey)  told  us  that  the  reason  why  he  did 
not  reduce  the  expenditure  was  because  it  was 
very  impolitic  to  reduce  the  public  expenditure 
during  a  time  of  depression,  and  I  was  surprised 
to  find  that  that  statement  was  loudly  cheered  by 
honorable  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House. 
I  admit  at  once  that  it  is  unpopular  to  reduce 
public  expenditure  during  a  period  of  depression ; 
but  to  say  that  it  is  impolitic  to  do  so  is  to  state 
what  to  my  mind  is  exactly  the  reverse  of  fact.  I 
say  that  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  men  intrusted 
with  the  control  of  the  affairs  of  a  colony  like 
this  to  reduce  public  expenditure,  whether  it  is  a 
time  of  depression  or  not,  when  they  see  that  it 
is  greater  than  the  colony  can  bear,  and  is  leading 
the  colony  into  a  state  of  affairs  which  will  enor- 
mously increase  that  depression,  and  will  enor- 
mously increase  the  burden  of  poverty  weighing 
on  the  people,  however  much  it  may  damage  their 
popularity  for  the  time  being.  I  understand  at 
once  that,  if  you  suddenly  stop  public  works  dur- 
ing depression,  it  will  have  the  bad  effect  on  the 
countiy  which  all  spasmodic  action  has.  I  am 
not  at  all  advocating  spasmodic  action ;  but  I  cuy 
that  public  expenditure  ought  to  have  been  re- 
duced, and  the  House  ought  to  have  been  invited 
Mr.  Wakefield 


to  reduce  it.  It  is  not  necessary  expenditure  on 
public  works  that  we  object  to.  It  is  that  during 
all  this  time,  when  the  Government  knew,  or 
ought  to  have  known,  that  the  expenditure  waa 
largely  exceeding  the  revenue — when  they  ought 
to  have  been  cognizant  that  we  should  meet  un& 
year  with  a  very  large  deficiency  —  it  was  their 
bounden  duty  to  cut  down  the  expenditure  in 
those  departments  which  are  not  in  any  way  re- 
munerative or  profitable.  Let  us  take,  for  in- 
stance, the  Native  Department.  How  can  we — 
how  can  the  Middle  Island  members  especially 
—justify  the  enormous  expenditure  on  Native 
affairs  during  all  this  time  when  the  Government 
knew  there  was  a  deficiency,  and  that  every 
day  the  deficiency  was  increasing  without  anv 
means  whatever  being  in  view  to  meet  it? 
When  we  find  that  the  expenditure  on  Native 
affairs  has  actually  exceeded  the  votes — which 
were  admitted  to  be  enormously  extravagant 
— by  £18,000 ;  when  we  know  that  the  money 
has  been  squandered  in  all  directions,  not  on 
productive  works,  or  to  relieve  the  depression, 
but  in  a  manner  which  was  absolutely  a  terrible 
waste  to  the  country;  when  we  know  that  the 
money  has  been  squandered  in  presents  to  the 
Natives,  a  great  part  of  which  is  consumed  in 
drink,  and  which,  instead  of  relieving  the  depres- 
sion, actually  increased  it,  we  know  that  that 
money  might  have  been  saved,  and  would  hare 
gone  to  decrease  the  deficit  we  find  in  the  Public 
Treasury  to-day.  I  entirely  dissent  from  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Sir  G.  Grey)  that  it  is  impolitic  to  reduce  public 
expenditure  during  a  time  of  depression.  He 
simply  used  the  wrong  word.  If  he  had  spoken 
what  was  in  his  mind  I  am  sure  he  would  have 
said  it  was  unpopular  to  do  so ;  and  the  reason 
why  the  Government  did  not  reduce  the  public 
expenditure  was  simply  because  they  were  a£raid 
to  face  the  unpopularity  which  reduction  in  ex- 
penditure always  produces.  Whether  this  GK)- 
vemment  is  in  office  or  another  Government,  I 
say  they  will  have  to  face  that  unpopularity ;  but, 
if  they  do  their  work  honestly  and  boldly,  their 
unpopularity  will  be  transient,  and  they  will  gain 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  country  for 
having  done  this  unpopular  but  by  no  means  im- 
politic act.  Then  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey)  told  us  that  he  was  pre- 
vented from  dealing  with  finance  by  the  manner 
in  which  the  dissolution  was  granted  bj  His 
Excellency  in  August  last.  Now,  it  is  true  that 
the  Governor  did  attach  conditions  to  the  grant- 
ing of  a  dissolution,  those  conditions  being  that, 
besides  the  Loan  Bill  and  the  finance — which 
he  specially  excepted  in  his  communication  to 
this  House— there  should  be  no  contested  motions 
brought  forward.  The  honorable  gentleman 
telh  us  that  this  prevented  him  from  dealing 
with  finance.  We  have  only  to  look  in  JETamgard 
to  see  that  in  the  communicated  conditions  im- 
posed by  His  Excellency  he  has  expressly  stated 
that  finance  and  the  Loan  Bill  were  ezce]pt«d 
from  the  conditions.  Those  were  the  two  things 
he  might  deal  with ;  and  the  Governor  in- 
structed us  to  deal  with  them  before  dissoly- 
ing;  and  yet  the  honorable  gentlemui  tells  no 
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that  he  was  prevented  from  dealing  with  finance 
by  tiie  conditions  imposed  bj  me  G-ovemor. 
^en  supposing  the  conditions  imposed  by  His 
Excellency  had  precladed  him  from  dealing  with 
finance,  is  it  not  clear  to  the  mind  of  every  honor- 
able member  that  the  Premier  at  that  time  had  a 
way  out  of  the  diflSculty?  If  he  really  believes 
that  the  Governor  prevented  him  from  dealing 
with  finance,  and  if  he  was  desirous  of  avoiding 
a  great  public  danger,  all  he  had  to  do  was  to 
resign.  In  Hct^  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  in 
my  mind  that  the  terms  in  which  the  Governor's 
memorandum  were  couched  consisted  of  a  clear 
intimation  to  him  that,  if  in  his  opinion  the 
public  danger  was  so  great  as  might  be  conceived, 
then  he  ought  to  resign,  and  ought  not  to  accept 
a  dissolution.  The  Governor  laid  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility upon  him.  The  Governor  actually 
Mid  in  his  memorandum  that  he  recognized  there 
was  a  great  public  danger  in  a  dissolution  taking 
place  at  that  time,  but  he  understood  that  Minis- 
ters would  accept  the  whole  responsibility  for  it. 
Tet,  after  that,  the  honorable  gentleman  comes 
down  and  says  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  are 
to  blame  for  the  present  state  of  affairs.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  adduced  the  strongest 
reason  why  there  should  not  have  been  a  dissolu- 
tion ;  and  that  reason  was  urged  upon  him  at  the 
time,  inside  this  House,  and  by  the  public  Press 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other,  as  a  reason 
almost  insuperable  why  at  that  particular  juncture 
Parliament  should  not  be  dissolved.  If  he  had 
really  cared  one  straw  about  the  interests  of  this 
eolony  he  would  have  resigned  his  office  at  that 
moment,  and  would  have  left  it  to  another  Go- 
vernment to  deal  with  the  question  of  finance. 
Instead  of  that,  in  the  teeth  of  the  warning  of 
the  Governor  and  of  members  of  this  House,  he 
dissolved  Parliament  without  laying  before  the 
country  one  word  of  explanation  as  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  finances.  I  said  that  the  honorable 
member  entirely  corroborated  everything  said  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  Ho  told  the  House  that 
he  knew  it  all,  that  a  great  number  of  members 
knew  it  from  the  quarterly  accounts  published  in 
the  Oazettet  and  that  there  was  nothing  new  at 
all  in  this  Statement,  and  nothing  that  the  late 
Qovenunent  would  not  have  provided  for.  But 
no  sooner  was  that  said — no  sooner  had  we  got 
that  testimony  from  the  late  Premier — than  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  honorable  member 
&rWanganui,  comes  and  tells  us  that  there  is 
nothing  m  the  Statement,  that  the  figures  are 
grossly  over-coloured,  and  that,  instead  of  the 
state  of  affairs  being  gloomy,  as  admitted  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thame.**,  they  are,  in 
htitf  rather  satisfactory  than  otherwise.  What 
be  stated  was  that  the  whole  position  of  th^ 
finances  was  very  satisfactory.  There  we  have 
Uiose  conflicting  views  of  the  matter  from  two 
gentlemen  who  were  witliin  three  months  mem- 
bers of  the  same  Ministry — one  Premier  and  the 
other  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  one  having  suc- 
ceeded the  other  in  the  Treasurership.  What 
weight  can  be  attached  to  the  statements  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui  when  he  con- 
tiadicts  the  statement  of  his  successor  in  office, 
•ad  tells  us  that  the  Statement  of  the  present 


Colonial  Treasurer,  corroborated  by  the  late  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  has  nothing  in  it,  and  is  a  gross 
misrepresentation  of  the  actual  facts  ?  I  am 
quite  contented  with  the  figures  brought  down  by 
the  present  Colonial  Treasurer.  As  to  his  past 
policy  of  finance  I  have  nothing  to  say.  I  have 
differed  very  widely  from  him  on  broad  prin- 
ciples of  finance,  and,  unless  he  gives  us  a  totally 
different  finance  from  that  brought  down  in  1877, 
I  shall  differ  from  him  as  widely  still.  But,  as  to 
his  figures,  I  say  that  he  has  never  brought  figures 
down  to  this  House  that  could  be  impugned.  I 
believe  that  for  accuracy  of  accounts  he  is  not  to 
be  surpassed  by  any  honorable  gentleman  in  this 
House.  And  yet  the  honorable  member  for  Wa- 
nganui  gets  up,  without  a  word  of  argument,  or 
without  the  slightest  proof,  and  says  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Egmont  has  grossly  coloured 
the  Statement  which  he  has  made.  I  believe  that 
the  Statement  brought  down  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Egmont  is  a  sober,  accurate,  and  true 
statement  of  the  finances  of  the  colony  at  this 
moment,  and  I  do  not  attach  the  slichtest  im- 
portance to  the  mere  assertion  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui,  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Egmont  has  very  grossly  coloured 
the  figures  for  the  purpose  of  effect.  He  is  the 
last  man  in  the  world  to  colour  figures,  and  I 
entirely  believe  him  when  he  says  that  had  it 
been  in  his  power  he  would  have  brought  down 
a  Statement  more  encouraging  to  honorable 
gentlemen  and  to  the  country.  The  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui  tried  to  divert  the  mind 
of  the  House  from  that  part  of  the  Statement 
which  refers  to  the  vast  expenditure  of  public 
money,  and  the  liabilities  connected  with  the 
purchase  of  Native  laud.  He  told  us  that  there 
would  certainly  be  a  loss  on  Native  lands — a  mere 
pecuniary  loss ;  but  that  what  they  had  to  look 
forward  to  was  not  direct  money  profit,  bnt  the 
great  question  of  the  settlement  of  the  North 
Island;  and  that  statement  was  cheered  raptur- 
ously by  honorable  members  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  His  predecessor,  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames,  stated  distinctly  that  there  would 
be  a  large  profit — a  large  money  profit.  His  pre- 
decessor dropped  sentiment  for  the  moment,  and 
applied  himself  to  the  strict  monetary  business. 
He  told  us  there  would  be  a  money  profit  on 
these  Native  land  transactions,  and  that  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  was  mistaken  when  he  supposed 
that  these  millions  of  money  spent  in  Native 
lands  would  not  prove  remunerative.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Wanganui  says  that  there  will  be 
a  loss,  but  that  there  will  be  an  immense  gain  in 
the  settlement  of  the  country,  and  that  we  must 
not  regard  a  mere  monetary  loss,  because  in- 
directly it  would  be  a  great  gain.  I  believe  there 
will  be  a  great  loss,  because  I  bilieve  that  wo 
pay  for  these  Native  lands  a  great  deal  more 
than  wo  shall  get  for  them  in  the  open  market. 
Not  only  is  the  price  paid  in  many  cases  very 
ill-considered  and  ill-estimated,  but  the  matter 
is  not  treated  as  a  private  land  transaction  would 
be,  where  a  man  would  look  at  a  piece  of  land 
and  consider  well  what  he  had  to  pay  before  he 
bought  it.  The  eagerness  shown  in  these  land- 
purchase  transactions  has  led  to  many  ill-advised 
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things.  Look  also  to  the  expenses  of  the  I/and 
Purchaae  Department.  Tliey  are  enornioua. 
Here  is  a  department  which,  two  years  ago,  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan) 
told  us  he  was  going  to  do  away  with  absolutely. 
Last  year,  £10,000  was  expended  for  salaries  in 
the  Land  Purchase  Department,  so  tliat  it  will 
be  seen  on  the  whole  that  we  are  paying  a  very 
high  price  for  these  lands — a  much  higher  price 
than  we  are  likely  to  get  back  for  many  years  to 
come.  But,  admitting  that  the  loss  on  these 
lands  was  not  considerable — admitting  that  we 
ought  not  to  look  for  a  pecuniary  gain  upon  them 
— IB  the  statement  correct,  that  the  operations  of 
the  Land  Purchase  Department  hare  led  to  the 
settlement  of  the  North  Island  ?  Where,  I  ask, 
IS  the  evidence  that  people  have  been  settled  on 
the  purchased  land  ?  The  cry  in  the  North  is, 
that  there  is  no  such  land  to  be  had  for  the 
purposes  of  settlement ;  and  I  say  that  the  whole 
thing  has  been  breaking  down  as  a  pecuniary 
transaction,  and  as  a  system  of  settlement  of 
teople  upon  the  land.  Then  the  honorable  mem- 
fer  for  VVanganui  tells  us  that  the  measures 
referred  to  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  as  having 
been  found,  belonging  to  the  late  Government,  for 
providing  for  this  deficiency,  were  not  all  their 
measures  —  that  they  intended  to  increase  the 
Customs  duties.  There  he  comes  in  conflict  with 
the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  who  tells  us  that  the 
deficiency  was  entirely  provided  for.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  says,  "  Oh !  you  have  not  got  all 
the  measures.  We  had  got  a  beautiful  policy 
to  develop,  entirely  apart  from  the  measure  you 
have  got  hold  of."  Then  the  honorable  gentle- 
man tells  us  that  one  of  the  measures  proposed 
was  for  increasing  the  Customs  duties.  Let  us 
look  back  to  what  the  honorable  gentleman  did 
in  1878,  when  his  policy  was  to  abolish  the  Cus- 
toms duties,  and  place  the  whole  taxation  on 
land,  property,  companies,  &c.  And  there  was 
that  unfortunate  Boer  Duty  Bill.  What  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui  did  by  way  of  a 
slight  beginning  was  to  throw  away  £100,000  a 
year  Customs  revenue  —  an  amount  which  was 
easily  collected  on  articles  of  general  consump- 
tion ;  and  then  he  comes  down  and  tells  us  that 
his  policy  was  to  increase  the  Customs  duties. 
He  tnrowB  away  £100,000  one  year,  and  puts  it 
on  another  year  in  consequence  of  a  deficiency  in 
the  revenue.  That  is  his  system  of  financing. 
One  of  the  great  causes  of  the  deficiency  which 
has  taken  place  is  the  "  tinkering "  with  the 
finances  by  that  honorable  gentleman  in  1878. 
Anything  belter  calculated  to  bring  about  a  defi- 
ciency and  financial  ruin  could  not  be  conceived 
than  the  finance  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Wanganui.  I  criticised  it  at  the  time  as  a 
peddling  policy ;  and  the  thing  has  turned  out 
to  be  exactly  as  I  represented  \t.  The  honorable 
member  depended  on  the  Land  Fund  for  a  gi*eat 
share  of  the  revenue  that  was  to  be  spent  on 
ordinary  purposes,  while  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  (Mr.  Macandrew)  also  looked  to  the  same 
source  for  his  public  works  expenditure.  Who  can 
forget  the  remarks  I  had  the  honor  to  make  on 
that  occasion,  when  I  compared  these  two  poli- 
ticians to  two  bears  climbing  up  the  same  pole, 
Jfr.  Wakefield 


and  trying  to  sit  on  the  same  spot  on  the  top  P  I 
told  them  that  the  pole  would  break  dowD,  and 
I  was  laughed  at  by  those  honorable  gentlemen. 
Wo  were  told  that  we  were  Jeremiahs,  looking 
gloomily  upon  everything.  What  is  the  result? 
It  has  absolutely  broken  down.  In  the  month  of 
October,  when  the  land  revenue  was  just  then 
beginning  to  show  signs  of  slightly  dropping  off, 
the  honorable  gentleman  came  down  and  made 
his  estimate  of  land  revenue  for  the  year.  We 
told  him  it  was  fallacious,  and  that  within  one 
month  from  that  date  he  would  have  no  land 
revenue  to  depend  on.  What  did  he  say  ?  "  Look 
at  the  October  sales  ;  they  are  keeping  it  up : 
if  so,  we  shall  have  half  a  million  in  Canterbury 
alone."  The  October  sales  were  simply  owing  to 
the  Bill  providing  for  pre-emptive  rights  being 
declared  by  Land  Boards  to  be  of  spinal  value, 
and  the  large  amount  paid  in  was  caused  by  the 
runholders  buying  up  the  pre-emptive  rights  at 
£2  an  acre,  to  escape  the  legislation  with  which 
they  were  threatened.  I  warned  the  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui  that  after  October  he 
need  not  look  for  any  more  land  revenue.  He 
laughed  at  the  whole  thing,  and  told  us  that  we 
were  totally  incorrect,  that  we  were  going  on 
wrong  premisses,  that  we  were  drawing  wrong 
conclusions,  and  that,  in  fact,  we  knew  nothing 
about  it.  The  revenue  went  down  at  once  from 
hundreds  of  thousands  to  £24,000,  and  has  never 
since  shown  any  signs  of  revival,  until  within  the 
last  few  weeks  in  Canterbury.  This  all  shows 
that  the  honorable  member  brought  it  in  a  great 
measure  on  himself  by  his  utter  incompetency  to 
deal  with  the  finance  of  the  country  during  the 
short  time  he  occupied  the  position  of  Treasurer. 
The  honorable  member  went  on  to  tell  us  tliat  the 
expenditure  at  the  great  Native  meetings  in  the 
North  was  a  good  expenditure — that  it  was  money 
well  spent,  and  that,  judged  by  the  results,  the 
meetings  were  cheap,  oven  at  the  high  price  which 
we  find  they  cost.  That,  again,  is  a  pure  asser- 
tion, which  amounts  to  nothing  more,  and  I  do 
not  believe  it  in  the  least.  He  tells  ua  that  the 
alliance  of  Bewi,  which  he  says  was  gained  at  the 
Te  Kopua  meeting,  was  weU  worth  the  four  or 
five  thousand  pounds  spent  at  the  meeting.  How 
can  it  be  shown  that  the  alliance  was  worth  a  six- 
pence to  us  ?  He  tells  us  that  it  has  enabled  the 
Government  to  dispense  with  a  large  armed  force 
on  the  frontiers  of  Waikato.  Why  was  it  neces- 
sary to  keep  a  large  armed  force  on  the  fron- 
tier of  Waikato  if,  as  we  were  informed  moro 
than  a  year  ago,  peace  was  '*at  last"  restored? 
Supposing  that  under  ordinary  circumstances  it 
is  necessary  to  keep  a  large  armed  force  at 
Waikato — though  I  cannot  see  the  necessity  of 
it ;  I  see  no  signs  of  disturbance  there — the  next 
question  is,  Has  the  alliance  of  Rewi  removed 
the  cause  which  would  otherwise  necessitate  the 
presence  of  a  largo  armed  force  at  Waikato  ?  It 
would  not  make  one  straw  of  difference  whetiier 
Rewi  is  our  friend  or  not.  I  question  very  much 
whether  we  have  Bewi's  alliance.  I  believe  that, 
for  his  own  purposes,  and  for  the  benefit  of  his 
own  people,  he  entered  into  communication  with 
the  Government ;  but  I  am  quite  satisfied  that 
this  communication  came  to  nothing,  and  if  Miy 
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one  deiired  benefit  it  was  Bewi  and  his  people, 
and  thej  alone.  Are  we  to  suppose  that  it  need 
hare  cost  four  or  fire  thousand  pounds  to  hold 
that  ^pua  meeting?  The  monej  was  squan- 
dsred.  There  was  no  control  OTor  it,  or  attempt 
at  eoonomj.  The  monej  was  thrown  awaj  in 
some  channel,  and  we  cannot  find  where  it  all 
went  to.  All  we  know  is,  that  there  was  £2,200 
spent  for  gifU  and  presents  to  NatiTes,  and  food, 
which,  I  presume,  includes  an  immense  quantity 
of  rum.  According  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Pamell  the  meeting  was  a  tea-meeting. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — Champagne. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— They  were  abore  rum, 
and  had  nothing  but  champagne.  The  money 
was  squandered ;  and  all  the  good  effects,  if  any, 
might  have  been  obtained  without  any  of  this 
Tast  expenditure  at  alL  It  was  not  necessary  to 
squander  so  much  money  in  food,  and  drink,  and 
presents,  in  order  to  arrire  at  precisely  the  same 
result  as  regards  friendly  relations  between  the 
two  races.  It  is  the  Vaste  that  we  object  to. 
We  object  to  seeing  taxes  placed  upon  the  Middle 
Island  which  are  exceedingly  costly  of  collection 
and  harassing  in  their  incidence,  and  then  to 
haTe  the  money  wrung  from  people  who  can  ill 
afford  to  spare  it  squandered  upon  these  Natire 
meetings,  and  made  to  serre  no  practical  pur- 
pose and  aohiere  no  result  whate?er,  so  far  as 
the  settlement  of  NatiTe  difficulties  is  concerned. 
The  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  went  on  to 
say  that  he  had  estimated  almost  precisely  the 
amount  of  revenue  that  would  be  obtained ;  and 
this  is  how  he  makes  that  out :  He  OTcr-estimated 
the  land  revenue  by  one  and  a  half  millions,  and 
under-estimated  the  receipts  to  be  derifed  from 
the  railways — the  excess  on  one  goes  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  on  the  other ;  and  that  is  what  he 
calls  good  finance.  So  long  as  there  is  a  good 
average  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  does  not  matter ; 
the  one  makes  amends  for  the  other.  I  must 
sav,  however,  that  that  is  fancy  finance,  and  that 
all  calculations  in  such  finance  must  be  upset  by 
a  crisis  like  that  we  had  lately.    As  for  the  great 

Srofit  on  the  railways,  I  myself  am  beginning  to 
oubt  rery  much  as  to  whether  there  are  such 
very  large  profits  at  alL  I  firmlv  believe  that 
if  the  railway  accounts  were  fairly  charged,  as 
between  capital  and  profits,  we  should  not  see 
anything  like  lar^e  profits  from  the  railways. 
For  example,  how  is  the  reconstruction  of  railway 
lines  paid  for — the  renewal  of  lines,  the  phicing 
down  of  heavy  steel  rails  for  the  bad  rails  placed 
on  the  line  in  the  first  instance  P  This  is  paid 
for  out  of  borrowed  money — out  of  loan.  Surely 
no  man  conducting  his  own  private  affairs  would 
charge  that  to  capital  instead  of  to  profit ;  but 
it  is  charged  by  the  GK>vemment  to  loan,  and 
it  is  not  accounted  for  in  the  profit  or  expenses 
of  the  railway.  If  we  were  to  keep  these  accounts 
as  an  ordinary  private  person  keeps  his  accounts, 
no  great  increase  in  xmlway  revenue  would  be 
shown.  And  thus  the  correctness  upon  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  plumes  himself  would 
vanish  into  thin  air.  Certainly  the  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui  has  an  extraordinary  idea 
of  the  finances  of  the  colony.  He  tells  us  that 
thera  la  only  a  deficiency  of  £600«000,  whereat 

VOL. 


last  year  there  was  a  surplus  of  £120,000 ;  and 
yet  he  considers  that  upon  the  whole  the  finances 
are  eminently  satisfactory.  That  may  be  his 
idea  of  what  is  satisfactory*  but  it  seems  to  me 
most  unsatisfactory,  and  that  no  member  of  this 
House  who  has  the  slightest  regard  for  the 
public  interest  can  regard  it  as  otherwise  than 
an  exceedingly  serious  matter.  The  honorable 
gentleman  always  harps  on  the  point  of  the  land 
revenue  having  fallen  to  a  considerable  extent. 
Well,  Sir,  every  one  who  pretends  to  take  part  in 
the  affiurs  of  this  House  ought  to  have  known 
that  the  land  re?enue  would  not  keep  up.  It 
has  been  wrong  to  depend  for  purposes  of  ordi- 
nary expenditure  upon  the  land  revenue,  no  mat- 
ter what  Government  may  have  been  in  office ; 
and  I  say,  further,  that  we  shall  never  get  honest 
finance,  permanent  finance,  or  satia&otoiy  finance 
until  we  entirely  cease  to  depend  upon  land 
revenue  for  the  purposes  of  ordinary  expenditure. 
That  ought  to  be  the  first  thine  we  should  do 
— ^to  so  order  our  finance  that  ror  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  government  we  should  depend  abso- 
lutely upon  ordinary  sources  of  revenue.  You 
have  no  right  whatever  to  touch  the  land  revenue 
for  such  a  purpose.  The  land  of  the  colonv  is 
the  security  for  the  money  which  we  have  bor- 
rowed, and  the  land  revenue  belongs  to  the  publio 
creditor,  and  should  not  be  appli^  to  other  pur- 
poses than  the  repayment  of  the  loans,  or  the 
construction  of  other  publio  works  which  may 
form  additional  security  to  the  outside  creditor. 
Yet  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  oomes 
here  and  says  that,  by  the  mere  accident  of  the 
postponement  of  a  land  sale,  we  lose  revenue  to 
the  amount  of  half  a  million.  I  hope  we  shall 
hear  no  more  of  that.  I  hope  that,  when  my 
honorable  friend  the  honorable  member  for  Bg- 
mont,  or  any  other  Treasurer,  comes  down  wiUi 
his  financial  policy  for  the  year,  he  will  put  out 
of  consideration,  as  regards  the  expenditure  for 
ordinary  purposes,  all  reliance  upon  the  land 
revenue  of  the  colony.  But  the  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui  entirely  ignores  the  fact 
that,  if  the  land  revenue  has  fallen  off,  it  is  be- 
cause of  misgovernment,  and  that  he  and  hii 
late  colleagues  are  alone  to  blame  for  it.  What 
did  they  do  immediately  they  had  estimated  they 
were  to  get  two  millions  as  a  Land  Fund  ?  It  was 
well  known  that  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of 
that  sum  must  come  from  Canterbuiy ;  yet  one  of 
the  first  acts  they  did  was  to  reserve  eight  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  the  best  land  in  that  provinoe. 
How  they  could  expect  to  get  two  millions  sterling 
at  all,  I  never  could  make  out ;  but,  supposing  they 
had  any  chance  of  getting  that  sum,  they  went  to 
work  in  the  manner  best  calculated  to  make  the 
thing  absolutely  impossible.  The  first  act  they 
did  was  to  put  a  tax  of  id.  in  the  pound  upon 
the  purchasers,  and  the  next  act  was  to  reserve 
eight  hundred  thousand  acres  of  the  only  land 
in  Canterbury  that  would  sell.  Even  if  times 
had  been  ever  so  good  and  money  ever  so  plenti- 
ful, they  would  not,  after  this  action,  have  been 
able  to  realize  their  estimate  of  land  revenue, 
because  there  would  have  been  no  land  to  be 
bought.  Any  one  who  has  lived  in  Canterbury, 
and  knows  where  the  land  is  situated,  muit  know 
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tliat  the  land  reserred  was  the  onlj  land  that 
^the  people  would  have  purchased,  even  if  they 
'had  the  money.  But,  apart  from  this,  epeca- 
lation  in  laud  could  not  he  expected  when  a  land- 
tax  of  id.  in  the  pound  had  just  been  imposed, 
and  when  Ministers  went  about  the  country 
threatening  to  put  on  a  tax  of  3d.,  4d.,  or  6d.  in 
the  pound.  In  such  a  state  of  things  a  man 
would  be  mad  to  buy  unimproved  land — it  would 
be  simply  a  millstone  around  his  neck  to  drag 
him  down ;  and  therefore  we  see  that  from  that 
time  to  the  present  there  have  been  no  land  sales 
in  Canterbury,  except  in  the  case  of  one  or  two 
men  who  had  the  courage  to  go  into  the  back- 
country.  That  is  the  effect  of  the  financing  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui.  Last  year, 
when  he  came  down  with  the  finances,  I  was 
perfectly  astonished  that  any  man  could  be  so 
Ignorant  as  to  the  state  of  the  country,  and  so 
ignorant  as  to  the  circumstances  in  which  people 
wore  placed  in  various  parts  of  the  colony ;  but 
I  am  now  more  convinced  than  ever  that  he 
knows  nothing  of  the  practical  operation  of  the 
finances  of  the  colony,  or  the  circumstances  with 
which  he  has  to  deaL  He  looks  at  everything 
from  a  purely  book-keeping  point  of  view,  and  is 
not  at  all  aware  of  how  the  operations  of  his 
finance  will  affect  the  colony.  Before  I  leave  the 
honorable  gentleman  I  should  like  to  say  one 
word  about  a  matter  which  affects  no  other  per- 
son but  himself.  He  has  been  taxing  my  honor- 
able friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  persons 
acting  with  him  on  this  side  of  the  Hoiue,  with 

Sreventing  the  late  G-ovemment  from  bringing 
own  a  Financial  Statement  to  this  House.  Sir, 
they  had  every  opportunity  for  doine  so.  If 
they  pleased,  they  could  have  called  the  House 
together  for  the  express  purpose  of  laying  before 
ufl  a  Financial  Statement.  But  nothing  of  the 
kind  was  done.  The  honorable  gentleman  him- 
self seems  to  have  taken  fright;  for,  two  or 
three  weeks  before  the  House  mot,  he  suddenly 
left  the  Ministry.  Just  when  the  House  was 
|[oing  to  meet,  and  when  the  country  was  look- 
ing forward  to  an  exposition  of  its  finances, 
that  honorable  gentleman  quitted  the  Ministry. 
Under  what  circumstances  we  do  not  know. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  has  given 
one  version,  and  for  me  that  is  quite  sufficient. 
I  am  not  going  to  inquire  how  or  why  he  left  the 
Ministry.  Certain  statements  were  made  public, 
and  I  may  say  it  was  with  the  utmost  regret  that 
I  observed  that  such  a  scene  as  took  place  was 
ever  published,  to  the  great  scandal  of  the  colony. 
But  whatever  took  place  is  not  to  the  point. 
What  I  complain  of  is,  that  when  that  honor- 
able gentleman  came  down  to  this  House  he  did 
not  on  the  first  possible  occasion  explain  to  the 
House  how  it  was  that  he  had  resigned  the  port- 
folio of  Colonial  Treasurer  at  such  a  critical 
period,  and  how  it  was  he  was  unable  any  longer 
to  perform  the  duty  of  bringing  the  finances  of 
the  country  before  the  House.  That  was  the 
most  singular  circumstance  I  have  ever  met  with 
in  my  connection  with  public  men  and  public 
affiiirs.  The  honorable  gentleman  sat  in  the 
House  for  weeks,  and  never  once  opened  his 
mouth  to  explain  how  it  was  he  had  ceased  to 
Mr.  WdkeftM 


be  Colonial  Treasurer.  He  is  now  practically 
debarred  from  coming  down  here  and  lecturing 
us  about  finance,  and  denouncing  my  honorable 
friend  for  the  action  he  has  taken,  by  the  fact 
that  he  has  never  yet  explained  to  the  House 
how  it  was  he  evaded  the  responsibility  of  mak- 
ing a  Financial  Statement  last  session.  We  have 
never  received  any  explanation.  I  believe  that 
throughout  last  session  he  never  once  addressed 
the  House.  There  he  sat,  observing  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  floundered  with  the  finance 
in  this  House.  He  seemed  to  be  desirous  that 
that  honorable  gentleman  should  exhibit  most 
perfectly  his  utter  ignorance  of  the  public  busi- 
ness of  the  colony.  He  never  once  got  up  and 
explained  what  took  place  between  himself  and 
the  Premier  that  caused  his  retirement  from  the 
Ministry,  and  never  attempted  to  give  any  infor- 
mation at  all  as  to  the  state  of  public  affairs. 
And  therefore  I  say  that  he  has  not  the  slightest 
claim  on  the  consideration  of  this  House — ^that  he 
has  no  right  whatever  to  come  down  here  and 
lecture  us  upon  the  position  of  the  finances,  or 
to  lecture  the  occupants  of  the  Treasury  benches 
for  what  they  have  done  towards  bringing  the 
state  of  affairs  before  the  House  and  the  country. 
I  think  my  honorable  friend  the  present  Trea- 
surer has  done  a  very  great  deal  of  good  to  the 
colony  by  bringing  down  this  plain,  imvamished 
statement  of  our  finances.  I  believe,  when  the 
state  of  affairs  is  really  known,  it  will  create  a 
great  feeling  throughout  the  country.  I  am 
satisfied  that  people  generally  have  no  idea  what- 
ever of  what  IS  the  position  of  our  finances.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  colony  has  come  to  the  end  of 
its  financial  tether.  We  have  been  coming  to 
it  for  some  time  past,  and  at  last  it  has  been 
reached.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it.  And  that 
the  Statement  made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is 
true  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt,  for  he 
has  said  that  the  figures  are  all  ready,  and  that 
he  will  lay  tables  before  us  to  verify  the  state- 
ments he  has  made.  Every  thinking  man  will  at 
once  recognize  that  the  colony  is  in  a  dangerous 
position,  and  every  man  who  has  anything  to  loee 
will  at  once  feel  that  his  attention  is  demanded 
by  the  condition  of  public  affairs.  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  has  done  perfectly 
right  in  bringing  down  this  Statement  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  and  I  believe  very  great 
good  will  arise  from  it.  I  was  rather  amused  at 
the  manner  in  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  came  down  to  the  House,  with  that 
majestic  impudence  which  is  characteristic  of 
him,  and  informed  us  that  he  had  no  confidence 
in  anybody  or  anything  else,  except  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemato.  He  said  he  supported 
the  late  Government  because  he  thought  they  were 
the  lesser  evil  of  the  two  ;  but,  generally  speak- 
ing, he  saw  nothing  in  them  to  call  for  his  very 
earnest  support ;  that  the  country  was  going  to 
the  dogs  as  fast  as  it  could,  and,  in  fact,  that  it 
had  been  on  that  road  ever  since  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
brought  down  his  public  works  policy.  In  fact, 
the  honorable  memoer  for  Waitemata  seemed  to 
contemplate  the  position  with  great  equanimity. 
He  seemed  to  fe^  in  a  very  satisfaotoiy  and  com- 
fortable state,  and  to  think  it  would  be  all  the 
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better  m  soon  as  the  colony  was  smashed  np. 
Well,  I  cannot  say  any  one  envies  him  that  posi- 
tion. I  suppose  we  mast  put  it  down  to  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  an  utter  absence  of  responsi- 
bility from  his  shoulders.  He  has  been  taking 
part  in  public  affairs  for  years  and  years,  and, 
after  all,  he  finds  that  the  only  position  he  can 
take  is,  that  he  is  able  to  criticise  and  find  fault 
without  being  able  to  offer  one  suggestion  likely 
to  be  of  advantage  to  the  country.  Sir,  I  quite 
asree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the  state 
of  affairs  in  which  we  fiud  ourselves  placed  to-day 
is  the  result  of  the  public  works  policy  of  1870. 
I  myself,  in  the  House  and  out  of  tne  House,  have 
never  for  a  moment  wavered  from  my  opinion, 
and  ha?e  never  hesitated  to  express  my  opinion, 
that  the  policy  introduced  by  Sir  Julius  Yogel  in 
1870  would  sooner  or  later  land  the  colony  in  a 
very  grave  and  disastrous  financial  difficulty.  I 
have  never  wavered  in  that  belief.  I  have  been 
opposed  to  that  policy  and  to  the  mode  of  carry- 
ing it  out.  When  I  heard  honorable  gentlemen 
crowing  over  the  success  of  the  colony,  and  the 
enormous  good  which  that  policy  had  done  to  the 
countiy,  I  felt  that  the  time  would  come — that 
all  we  had  to  do  was  to  wait,  and  one  of  these 
days  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  have  to  come 
down  to  the  House  and  say  that  the  public  works 
policy  was  at  an  end  for  the  time  being  ;  that  the 
bubble  had  burst ;  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  a 
million  sterling,  which  must  be  made  up  by  the 
imposition  of  increased  taxation.  I  entirely 
agree  with  my  honorable  friend  that  such  must 
inevitably  be  the  result  of  such  a  policy,  adminis- 
tered in  such  a  fashion  as  that  policy  was  adminis- 
tered. I  do  not  mean  for  a  moment  to  cast 
any  aspersions  on  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
brought  down  that  policy:  Sir  Julius  Yogel  is 
not  here  to  answer  for  himself ;  f  do  not  wish  to 
blame  him  for  bringing  down  that  policy.  I  do 
think  there  was  the  germ  of  permanence  in  it,  or 
the  elements  of  great  success  ;  but  I  say  the  policy 
was  rained  from  the  outset  by  the  reckless  extra- 
vagance^by  which  it  was  administered,  and  by  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  pulled  to  pieces  by  all 
sections  of  this  House.  There  were  provincial 
jealousies,  and  all  sorts  of  jealousies,  which  in- 
terfered greatlv  with  that  policy ;  and,  instead 
of  being  a  well-demised  scheme,  spread  over  ten 
years  and  carried  out  in  a  methodical  manner, 
the  whole  thing  was  hurried  on  in  two,  or  three, 
or  four  years,  and  absolutely  destroyed.  I  have 
always  been  of  opinion  that  the  Yogel  Govern- 
ment would  have  done  far  better  to  have  put  their 
foot  down  firmly  in  the  first  instance  and  said, 
"  We  will  not  allow  this  great  policy  to  degene- 
rate into  a  mere  scramble ;  we  will  resign  our 
seats  a  hundred  times  over  rather  than  allow  that 
to  be  done."  They  would  have  retained  office, 
and  would  have  been  able  to  carry  out  the  policy 
in  a  prudent  manner.  They  would  have  turned 
it  into  a  success,  instead  of  its  being  to-day  an 
entire  failure.  But  it  was  not' in  Sir  Julius 
Togel's  line  to  do  that.  He  was  more  an  orig- 
inator than  an  administrator.  When  he  had 
once  got  a  scheme  placed  before  the  House  it 
mattered  little  to  him  how  it  was  to  work. 
He    was    warned    by   honorable    members   in 


this  House,  and  by  people  outside  of  it,  that 
within  a  very  short  time  it  must  come  to  this  : 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  colony  would  increase 
beyond  the  revenue;  that,  the  burdens  of  the 
colony  having  increased  altogether  out  of  propor- 
tion to  the  increase  of  population,  an  enormous 
deficiency  would  have  to  oe  faced;  and  that  a 
crushing  burden  of  taxation  would  have  to  be 
placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  people.  I  agreed 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  that 
such  a  state  of  things  would  come  about ;  but 
where  I  differ  from  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
this :  He  entirely  skips  over  that  period  in  the 
history  of  the  colony  which  he  has  spent  in  im- 
proving his  mind  amongst  the  older  countries  of 
civilization.  From  the  time  when  the  honorable 
gentleman  shipped  from  Auckland,  on  his  voyage 
Home,  until  he  took  his  seat  again  in  the  House, 
he  seems  to  imagine  that  there  has  been  an  en- 
tire blank  in  the  history  of  the  colony.  There 
has  been  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  have  been  in 
the  colony  during  that  interval  of  time  when 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  ei^oying  himself 
amongst  the  relics  of  antiquity.  Daring  that 
interval  of  time  events  took  place  which  take  the 
blame  off  the  shoulders  of  Sir  Julius  Yogers 
Ministry,  and  put  it  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
Ministry  who  have  just  been  turned  out  of  office. 
We  were  told  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Wanganui  that  when  he  was  Colonial  Treasurer 
he  could  not  foresee  what  was  coming.  But 
others  could  foresee  what  was  coming.  Men  who 
did  not  pretend  to  have  any  knowledge  of  finance 
at  all — men  who  never  made  any  claim  to  under- 
stand finance,  but  who  have  been  observant — men 
watching  the  state  of  afiairs,  living  amongst  the 
various  centres  of  population  in  the  colony,  and 
noting  what  was  gomg  on  around  them — told  the 
honorable  gentleman  at  that  time  that  he  must 
be  prepared  for  such  a  state  of  affairs  as  we  have 
had  shown  to  us  to-day.  He  tried  to  carry  on 
the  extravagant  system  of  government  of  the 
Yogel  Ministry  without  making  any  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  expenditure,  such  as  the  Yogel 
Ministry  invariably  did.  Does  anybody  believe 
for  a  moment  that  if  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  been 
on  those  benches  we  should  have  now  a  deficiency 
of  £900,000  without  anything  in  the  world  to 
show  for  it  ?  If  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer 
had  been  there  he  would  have  made  provision  for 
the  expenditure  last  year.  If  there  had  been  anv 
deficiency  at  all  it  would  have  been  a  very  small 
one,  and  would  have  been  profided  for  in  such  a 
way  that  there  would  be  no  danger  whatever  to 
the  colony.  Sir  Julius  Yogel  never  shrank  from 
imposing  taxation.  He  made  taxation  increase 
wim  the  expenditure.  I  am  convinced  that  if 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  or  the  present  Colonial  Trea- 
surer had  been  on  those  benches  we  should  not 
have  seen  the  state  of  affairs  which  now  exists. 
It  has  been  caused  through  the  fault  of  another 
so-called  financier,  and  his  ignorance  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  people  he  tried  to  rule.  This 
is  where  I  differ  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata.  We  have  often  talked  of  these  mat- 
ters together,  and  I  know  that  he  holds  the  same 
views  as  I  do.  Of  course,  in  his  delicate  position 
at  this  moment  it  would  have  been  very  incon- 
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yenient  for  bim  to  have  come  down  and  told  the 
whole  truth ;  and  he  only  told  part  of  the  truth. 
It  would  haTO  been  incouTenient  for  him  to  have 
said  that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  was  an  imposition,  but 
that  an  honorable  gentleman  who  lately  sat 
upon  those  benches  was  a  greater  imposition.     I 

?uite  recognized  the  difficulty  of  his  position. 
grieTed  for  him,  for  I  knew  that  nothing 
would  have  giren  him  greater  pleasure  than  to 
show  that  half  the  blame  was  attributable  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui,  who,  as  a 
financier,  was  a  failure.  The  real  blame  of  the 
present  position  of  affairs  rests  on  the  shoulders 
of  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  preceded  my 
friend  the  Oolonial  Treasurer  on  those  benches. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said — rather  unfairly, 
I  thought — that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  de- 
nounced the  finance  of  his  predecessor.  The 
honorable  gentleman  did  no  such  thing.  My 
honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  de- 
noimced  nobody ;  he  introduced  no  debatable 
matter  in  his  Statement ;  he  introduced  no  argu- 
ment of  any  sort.  He  came  down  with  a  plain 
statement  of  figures,  and  told  us  pecisely  how 
the  finance  stood,  without  imputing  blame  to 
anybody,  without  making  a  single  political  allu- 
sioB  during  the  whole  of  his  speech.  He  did 
here  and  there  throw  out  a  suggestion  to  the 
House  that  honorable  members  might  think  it 
their  duty  to  inquire  more  closely  into  the  details 
of  the  KatiTe  expenditure.  I  sincerely  hope  tliat 
the  House  will  adopt  that  suggestion  and  see 
what  it  all  means.  I  may  be  wrong  in  supposing 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  intended  tnat  as  a 
hint  for  the  House  to  act  upon  ;  but,  if  he  did, 
that  was  the  only  thing  that  could  bear  a  political 
interpretation  in  his  speech.  Ho  by  no  means 
denounced  the  finance  of  his  predecessors;  he 
referred  to  them  in  no  way  whatever.  He 
simply  made  a  straightforward  Statement  to  the 
House,  and  sat  down  at  the  very  point  when 
it  might  have  been  expected  that  he  would  have 
shown  grounds  for  blaming  those  who  had  pre- 
ceded him.  My  honorable  friend  was  a  Uttle 
unfair  in  what  he  said  on  that  point.  Well,  the 
honorable  gentleman  said  he  was  not  here  last 
year,  and  knew  nothing  of  what  took  place  in  this 
House  ;  but  he  found  it  stated  that  a  majority  of 
fourteen  in  the  House  were  unable  to  compel  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  at  the  time  to  bring  down  a 
Financial  Statement.  There  was  a  scene  for 
the  pencil  of  the  artist  to  depict.  The  scene  was 
simply  this :  that  we,  with  a  majority  of  fourteen 
in  the  House,  tried  our  rery  utmost  to  get  a 
Financial  Statement  out  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man ;  and  no  Financial  Statement  on  earth  could 
anybody  get  out  of  him.  It  was  not  a  question  of 
a  majority ;  it  was  a  question  of  absolute  empti- 
ness. You  cannot  squeeze  blood  out  of  a  turnip ; 
you  cannot  squeeze  a  Financial  Statement  out  of 
a  gentleman  who  has  no  two  ideas  on  the  subject 
of  finance.  We  did  all  we  could  to  assist  him  in 
erery  way,  and  to  ^et  him  to  dellTcr  himself  of 
some  sort  of  exposition  of  finance ;  but  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  as  innocent  of  finance  as  a 
chUd.  He  knew  nothing  about  it.  We  brought 
all  the  pressure  we  could  to  bear.  Sometimes  we 
urged  him  j  sometimes  we  stimulated  and  sparred 
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him.  We  gave  him  six  weeks  to  get  up  this  un- 
fortunate Statement,  and  it  all  ended  in  smoke. 
When  the  honorable  gentleman  came  down,  the 
House  was  crowded.  All  the  usual  forms  had 
been  gone  through  for  receifine  the  Statement. 
All  we  know  is,  that  he  mumbled  out  a  clause 
from  the  Appropriation  Act ;  he  then  sat  down, 
and  afterwards  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  That  was  absolutely  all  we  got.  Still, 
we  believed  that  there  would  be  a  Statement 
in  Hansard  —  a  printed  document.  In  fact,  if 
I  remember  rightly,  the  honorable  gentleman 
hinted  as  much — ^that  there  would  be  a  printed 
Statement.  When  we  got  Hansard  we  found 
that  the  reporter  had  had  to  apologize  for  the 
fact  that  no  Financial  Statement  whatever  wae 
delivered.  That  is  the  history  of  the  matter. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  was  enjoy- 
ing himself,  reclining  on  his  golden  gondola  on 
the  canal  at  Venice,  admiring  the  beauty  of  the 
scenery  of  Europe,  when  the  majority  of  fourteen 
were  talking  away  days  together  to  try  to  squeeze 
a  Financial  Statement  out  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey).  I  can 
assure  the  honorable  gentleman  that  Maclise, 
with  his  best  pencil,  could  not  have  made  any- 
thing of  that  scene  but  a  veiy  plain  painting 
indeed.  There  was  no  romance  about  it  at  au 
— ^nothing  that  I  would  like  to  see  painted  on 
the  walls  of  this  chamber.  It  was  a  miserable, 
melancholy  scene,  such  as  I  hope  never  will  be 
repeated  in  this  House  as  long  as  responsible 
government  exists.  There  was  a  man  at  the 
head  of  affairs,  assuming  the  ofilce  of  Colonial 
Treasurer,  who  was  absolutely  incapable  of  giring 
to  the  House  one  word  of  information  about 
finance — who  was  unwilling  or  unable  to  give  the 
House  the  slightest  information  on  finance.  The 
honorable  gentleman  then  went  on  to  say  that 
my  honorable  friend  the  late  member  for  Wa- 
nganui,  Sir  William  Fox,  had  threatened  to  refuse 
a  loan  or  supplies,  but  the  honorable  gentleman 
the  member  for  the  Thames  said,  "You  shall 
grant  supplies,  you  shall  ^nt  a  loan,  and  we 
will  not  accept  your  conditions."  The  honorable 
gentleman  was  either  dreaming,  or  else  he  has 
been  entirely  misinformed  by  some  of  those  asso- 
ciates in  whose  company  he  sits  so  oilen.  I 
can  assure  the  honorable  gentleman  nothing  of 
the  sort  took  place.  It  is  quite  true  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  did  come  and  make' 
an  exhibition  of  himself  by  telling  us,  "You 
shall  do  this,  and  you  shall  do  the  other,"  amid 
the  roars  of  laughter  of  this  House ;  but,  Sir, 
we  never  threatened  anything  of  the  kind.  Sir, 
William  Fox,  when  he  was  trying  to  get  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  give  us  something  about 
finance,  said :  [Extract  read.]  The  honor- 
able gentleman  then  went  on  to  show  that  there 
had  been  cases,  or  that  there  might  be  oases,  in 
which  it  would  be  proper  for  an  Opposition,  in 
the  situation  in  which  we  then  stood,  to  refuse 
supplies.  He  showed  that  there  would  be  a  con- 
stitutional ground  for  doing  so ;  but  he  said  that, 
as  a  party,  we  were  determined  to  follow  the  very 
broadest  lines  of  the  Constitution,  and  on  no 
account  whatever  to  object  either  to  the  Loan 
Bill  or  to  supplies.    This  is  a  matter  of  hialOTy — 
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Oppofition  last  year  abfohitely  declined 
act  the  public  business  in  any  possible 
hen.  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  comes 
d  jeers  at  us,  and  tells  us  it  was  entirely 
t  that  the  Loan  Bill  was  -pKtaed  and  that 
Qcial  Statement  was  made.  I  can  assure 
as  nothing  of  the  kind.  We  had  to  put 
the  circumstance  with  which  we  were 
'see — namely,  a  Colonial  Treasurer  who 
solutely  nothing  about  the  duties  of  his 
3at,  as  to  threatening  him  and  being 
into  pasting  the  Loan  Bill  by  him,  it  was 
but  a  liUIe  coup  d^Stat  on  the  part  of  my 
e  friend,  who  came  down,  and  *'  shalled,'' 
aVt«d,"  and  "won'ted"  like  a  spoilt 
stir  up  the  waning  courage  of  his  sup- 
That  was  the  whole  story,  which  I  had 
)iild  nerer  require  to  be  mentioned  Agi^in 
[ouse.  As  to  our  passing  the  Loan  Bill 
>n,  I  feel  that  we  really  took  an  enormous 
lility  upon  ourselres.  I  felt  it  at  the 
1  expreued  it  at  the  time.  On  the  third 
3f  that  Bill  I  was  one  of  the  rery  few 
up  in  the  House  and  denounced  the  pro- 
aa  in  the  last  degree  reckless  and  unwar- 

I  felt  that  in  doing  what  I  did  in  sup- 
the  Bill  at  all  I  was  virtaally  betraying 
ests  of  those  whom  I  represented  and  of 
y  in  the  colony.  But  tnat  certainly  was 
opinion  of  the  people  at  the  time ;  and 
in  this  House  who  would  hare  had  the 
JO  oppose  the  Loan  Bill  would  hare  had 
as  poor  chance  of  being  returned  to  the 
lament.  Not  that  I  cured  for  that  per- 
because  I  denounced  it  on  the  hustings 
^ess  borrowing  of  money.  I  stated  in 
Lse,  and  boldly  stated,  as  every  honor- 
bleman  will  recollect,  that  it  was  a  reck- 
eeding,  entirely  unwarranted  except  by 
ncy  of  the  occasion,  as  represented  by 
rable  gentlemen  who  were  then  on  those 

We  had  no  option.  We  were  com- 
3  pass  that  Loan  Bill.  It  was  not  a 
of  a  majority.  Neither  Sir  William  roiL 
one  else  in  this  House  would  have  got  a 
to  follow  him  iato  the  lobby  against 
i  Bill.  We  had  to  pass  it,  and  1  was  one 
to  whom  it  was  a  very  bitter  task  indeed 

There  is  one  other  point  in  the  speech 
morable  member  for  Waitemata  to  which 
like  to  refer,  and  that  is  the  extraordi- 
tement  he  made  about  the  Yogel  GoTern- 
rhe  honorable  gentleman,  I  am  afraid, 
Julius  Yogel  still  resting  very  badly  on 
cienoe.  1  can  recollect  that  when  Sir 
bgel  was  in  this  House  the  passages-at- 
rtween  those  two  honorable  genUemen 
y  delightful  to  listen  to.  I  never  knew 
>rable  member  for  Waitemata  rise  to  such 
ights  of  satirical  eloquence  as  he  did 
noundng  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  that 
id  turning  him  into  ridicule  before  the 
}  of  this  House.  I  am  bound  to  say  he 
J  got  a  Boland  for  his  Oliver,  because  Sir 
ogel  was  apt  to  hit  back,  and  he  used 
ith  reiy  good  effect.  But  the  honorable 
in  might  leaTO  him  alone  now.  No  one 
House. had  a  greater  objeotion  to  Sir 


Julius  YomI  throughout  the  whole  of  his  career 
than  I  had ;  but  I  belieTe  I  shall  always  remem« 
ber  with  satisfaction  that  from  the  time  when  he 
left  this  House  I  never  once  referred  to  him  in  a 
depreciatory  manner,  and  for  the  simple  reason 
that  he  was  not  here  to  defend  himself,  and  that 
we  might  be  judging  very  wrongly  the  motives 
which  actuated  him.  And  I  was  rather  sorry 
to  hear  the  honorable  gentleman — ungenerously, 
I  thought  —  striking  an  absent  man — damaging 
the  reputation  of  an  absent  man,  and  fishting 
his  battles  o'er  again  with  one  who  would  have 
fought  hard  enough  with  him  had  he  been  pre- 
sent, but  who  cannot  answer  his  attacks.  The 
honorable  gentleman  gave  the  House  the  im- 
pression that  the  Yo^el-Atkinson  Gofemment 
were  something  like  Sir  Bobert  Walpole's  Go- 
vernments— that  they  governed  this  House  by 
open  and  barefaced  corruption;  and  the  asser- 
tions he  made  on  that  subject  were  perfectly 
marvellous.  He  told  us  that  the  corruption  even 
inside  the  House  had  reached  such  a  point  that 
the  Government  had  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent 
members  of  Parliament  from  being  corrupted. 
Then  he  told  us  that,  after  that,  the  corruption  of 
members  went  on  to  such  a  dreadful  extent  that 
they  had  to  brins  in  another  Bill  to  whitewash 
those  who  had  brought  themselves  under  the 
penalties  of  the  Act.  Now,  does  the  honor- 
able member  really  know  what  the  Act  was  which 
he  tells  us  was  an  Act  to  whitewash  members 
of  this  House  who  had  broueht  themselves  under 
the  penalties  of  the  law  by  their  corrupt  practices 
in  relation  to  the  Gt>vemmentP  One  member 
of  the  Government — the  present  Premier,  I  think 
— ^had  been  appointed  to  the  Executive  Council 
in  contravention  of  a  technicality  of  the  Disquali- 
fication Act — absolutely  nothing  else — and  that, 
too,  without  salary.  This  appointment  was  found 
on  inquiry  to  be  a  violation  of  the  technical 
provisions  of  the  law,  and  it  was  quaintly  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Stout  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
should  be  declared  a  half-oaste  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  law,  and  that  would  set  him  all  right. 
The  fact  was,  it  was  nothing  in  the  world  more 
than  a  pure  technicality.  We  passed  a  little  Bill 
through  all  its  stages  at  once,  and  the  thing  was 
set  perfectly  right;  and  that  little  Bill,  which 
we  passed  through  all  its  stages  at  a  sitting,  and 
which  was  a  mere  form  and  nothing  else,  is  the 
Act  which  the  honorable  gentleman  tells  this 
House  was  passed  in  order  to  indemnify  a  num- 
ber of  honorable  gentlemen  who,  by  their  corrup- 
tion, had  brought  themselves  within  the  scope 
of  the  law.  There  is  no  occasion,  in  my  mind  ,to 
make  things  out  worse  than  they  have  been  in 
the  past.  They  are  quite  bad  enough  in  the 
present  to  occupy  all  the  attention  we  shall  be 
able  to  give  them.  I  shall  conclude  my  remarks 
by  saying  this:  that  if  one  thing  more  than 
another  could  convince  me  that  this  Government 
ought  to  be  left  in  office  unmolested,  and  without 
being  harassed  by  any  premature  vote  of  want 
of  oonfidence  on  the  part  of  this  House,  it  is 
the  statement  of  affairs  which  has  been  brought 
down  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to-day.  I  say 
that  on  an  occasion  of  this  sort  we  ought,  as  far 
as  possibl»--and  we  can  do  it  if  we  ohoost— to 
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lay  aside  the  violence  of  party,  and  take  into 
consideration  the  grave  dangers  which  affect  the 
interests  of  every  inhabitant  of  the  colony.  I 
say  that  the  position  we  stand  in  to-day  is  a 
more  serioasly  alarming  one  than  any  in  which 
we  have  stood  for  the  Ust  ten  years  or  more.  It 
is  the  more  serious  for  this  reason :  that,  although 
in  the  year  1867  or  1868  the  finances  were  as  bad 
as  the^  are  now,  and  the  difficulties  and  burdens 
weighing  upon  the  public  then  were  even  greater 
than  they  are  now,  at  that  time  the  coun^jr  was 
accustomed  to  hardship  and  privation  ;  the  people 
were  accustomed  to  self-denial;  t^ey  had  been 
educated  by  the  Ministry  of  that  day  to  under- 
stand what  rigid  economy  was ;  and  it  was  pos- 
sible, during  all  those  trying  times,  to  govern 
the  country  without  subjecting  the  people  to  any 
grievous  burdens,  and  without  giving  rise  to  any 
violent  disruption  of  the  system  of  government. 
Bv  this  time  the  country  has  become  debauched 
with  borrowed  money,  and  the  people  have  been 
led  bv  a  system  of  extravagance,  fostered  by  a 
period  of  unexampled  prosperity,  to  believe  thai 
the  evil  day  will  never  come.  Now  the  evil  day 
has  come,  and  the  people  are  not  at  all  in  the 
frame  of  mind  to  face  their  difficulties  that  they 
were  in  during  the  disastrous  period  of  1868.  I 
say  that  in  a  new  Parliament  like  this,  when  we 
have  had  such  a  short  time  to  form  differences 
of  opinion  on  personal  questions,  or  anything  of 
that  kind,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  raise  ourselves 
above  party  considerations,  and  fairly,  firmly, 
sincereiv,  honestly,  and  straightforwardly  to 
grasp  the  financial  position  of  the  day,  and  do 
our  very  utmost,  by  helping  each  other,  by 
mutual  co-operation  and  assistance,  to  endea- 
vour to  pull  the  colony  out  of  the  terrible  posi- 
tion which  my  honorable  friend  assures  us  it  is  in. 

Mr.  PYKB.  — We  have  lieard  a  great  deal 
during  the  present  session  respecting  a  waste  of 
the  time  of  the  House  and  the  country.  I  want 
to  know  who  is  wasting  the  time  of  the  House 
and  of  the  country  now.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  suspend  the  Standing  Or- 
ders and  pass  this  Bill  through  all  its  stages 
to-night,  if  the  G-ovemment  are  willing  to  do  it. 

Mr.  HALL.—Who  began  it? 

Mr.  PYKE.  —  The  honorable  member  must 
have  a  very  short  memory  indeed  if  he  does  not 
remember  that  he  and  his  colleagne^  began  it.  I 
am  not  going  to  address  myself  to  the  question. 
I  want  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country  to  this  fact:  that  there  is  no 
opposition  to  the  motion  before  the  House — that 
we  are  prepared  to  vote  for  it  without  one  word 
of  debate. — (Oh,  oh.) — ^We  will  consent  to  suspend 
the  Standing  Orders,  and  pass  the  Bill  through 
all  its  stages,  so  that  the  public  business  shall  not 
be  delayed,  so  that  the  whole  matter  may  go  to 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  to-morrow, 
and  so  that  the  money  so  urgently  required,  accord- 
ing to  the  Statement  of  the  Treasurer,  may  be 
obtained.  If  the  G-overnment  will  only  allbw 
this  matter  to  proceed,  it  can  be  done  to-nieht ; 
and,  if  there  oe  any  delay,  upon  their  heads  it 
rests.  It  is  they  who  are  obstructing  the  busi- 
nest  of  the  country — they,  the  gentlemen  who 
•it  on  the  O-ovemment  benches,  are  obstructing 
Mr,  Wakefield 


their  own  business  and  the  business  of  the  country 
for  a  factious  purpose.  The  only  object  they 
have  in  view  is  to  prolong  this  debate  so  that 
their  own  proposal  may  not  receive  the  assCnt  of 
the  House  to-night,  so  that  they  may  keep  the 
thing  going  until  next  Friday,  in  order  to  ransack 
the  pigeon-holes  and  see  if  they  can  find  some* 
thing  there  to  bring  down  to  the  House.  Why, 
Sir,  I  am  greatly  disappointed.  I  came  down, 
here  to-night  expecting  to  hear  some  great  dis- 
closures, expecting  to  hear  all  the  great  scandals 
which  it  was  alleged  would  be  exposed.  Where 
are  the  great  disclosures?  What  has  it  all 
amounted  to?  It  amounts  to  this:  A  state- 
ment from  the  Treasurer,  supported  afterwards 
by  the  Premier,  that  the  members  of  this  House 
had  never  studied  the  public  accounts,  and  there- 
fore did  not  know  how  far  the  public  revenue 
was  in  arrear.  Why,  Sir,  I  venture  to  say  that 
there  are  not  ten  men  in  this  House  who  did  not 
know  as  much  as  we  were  told  to-night  before  the 
Treasurer  got  up.  Speaking  with  all  due  respect 
to  parliamentary  authority,  I  think  it  was  some- 
what an  impertinence  to  make  use  of  such  a 
remark  as  that  respecting  the  representatives  of 
the  people.  I  beg  to  inform  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  sit  on  those  benches  that  the 
representatives  of  the  people  know  as  much 
about  the  public  accounts  as  they  do,  or  perhaps 
a  little  more,  after  all  their  ransacking.  I  am 
not  at  all  surprised  at  the  statements  which  have 
been  made.  I  believe  they  are  exaggerated  and 
highly  coloured.  It  is  only  natuial  that  they 
should  be  so.  But  to  tell  me  that  not  six  mem- 
bers *of  this  House  were  aware  of  the  dreadful 
state  of  the  finances  is  to  make  one  of  the  most 
absurd  statements  I  ever  heard  within  the  walls 
of  the  House.  Any  man  who  can  read,  or  who 
knows  the  difference  between  the  figure  1  and  the 
figure  9,  must  surely  have  been  able  to  under- 
stand them.  The  GK)Temment  have  disclosed 
nothing  new.  They  have  had  more  than  a  week ; 
they  have  ransacked  the  pigeon-holes :  what  have 
they  found  out?  Where  are  these  grave  scandals? 
Why,  if  they  were  twelve  montlis  in  office  they 
would  find  no  grave  scandals.  They  would  only 
find  that  they  have  discovered  a  mare's-nest  and 
nothing  else.  I  say  to  Ministers  now.  Why 
don't  you  get  on  with  your  business  ?  We  won't 
obstruct  you.  We'll  pass  your  Bill  through  all 
its  stages  to-night  if  you  wish  us  to  do  it ;  but  if 
you  persist  in  talking  aeainst  time,  as  you  are 
doing  now,  the  country  shall  know  that  it  is  the 
Government  and  their  supporters  who  nre  ob- 
structing the  business,  and  not  the  members  of 
the  Opposition. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  cannot  allow  this  debate 
to  close  without  making  a  few  remarks  on  the 
Statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  Whatever 
struggles  there  may  be  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  House  to  obtain  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment benches,  it  is  to  my  mind  a  matter  of  iaa 
greater  importance  that  the  credit  of  the  colony 
should  be  maintained  ;  and  it  struck  me  as  a  very 
serious  matter  that  a  gentleman  to  whom  I  have 
always  listened  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
attention  should  make  a  Statement  in  this  House 
BO  much  emulated  to  depreciate  our  credit  as 
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the  Statement  of  the  Colonial  Tre&snrer.  I  waa 
sorry  to  obserre,  when  the  honorable  gentleman 
made  that  Statement,  that  he  did  not,  with  that 
honestj  which  UBuallj  characterizes  his  state- 
ments, refer  to  what  was  unquestionably  the  great 
cause  of  the  deficiency  in  the  reTenue  last  year. 
And  when  be  pointed  out  that  nearly  a  mUIion 
of  money  would  be  required  to  meet  that  defi- 
ciency he  ought  to  bare  shown  that,  as  it  was, 
that  was  quite  within  the  reach  of  the  people  of 
the  colony.  All  those  who  heard  the  Statement 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  (Mr. 
BaUance)  last  year,  roust  be  aware  that  he  took 
credit  for  a  Tery  large  sum  which  was  expected 
to  be  derired  from  the  sale  of  the  Waimate 
Plains ;  and  the  non-receipt  of  that  money  largely 
accounts  for  the  deficiency.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said  about  the  unwisdom  of  reserving  from  sale  a 
large  amount  of  land  in  Canterbury.  I  under- 
stood the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine  to  say 
that  800,000  acres  in  that  province  had  been 
r^erred  from  sale ;  but  I  do  not  regard  this  as  a 
deplorable  state  of  things,  for  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  we  have  preserved  the  pubUc  estate  to 
that  extent.  Whether  the  land  is  of  the  quality 
stated  or  not,  we  have  reserved  more  than  enough 
to  cover  the  loan  asked  for.  The  increased  value 
giren  to  this  land  by  the  formation  of  the  rail- 
ways will  be  quite  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
loan.  I  say  that  this  statement  as  to  the  defi- 
ciency is  one  that  ought  not  to  have  been  made 
tmlesB  it  had  been  plainly  shown  how  easily  the 
defidency  could  be  covered.  The  Treasurer  must 
be  aware — and  I  say  this  with  all  respect — that 
he  is  himself  to  a  large  extent  responsible  for  the 
deficiency.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Government 
which  introduced  this  system  of  subsidies.  The 
honorable  gentleman  says  there  is  a  deficiency  of 
£900,000.  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that 
until  I  see  the  printed  statement  of  accounts; 
but  I  may  point  out  that  there  are  two  ways  of 
meeting  the  deficiency — either  by  increasing  the 
taxation  or  by  reducing  the  expenditure.  Now,  I 
apprehend  that  without  increasing  the  taxation 
such  a  reductioi)  could  be  made  in  the  estimates 
as  would  bring  them  quite  within  the  limit  of  our 
means.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  the 
subsidies  to  local  bodies  amount  to  £250,000. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— £600,000. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL.— Very  well ;  there  is  one 
very  large  item  which  could  be  considerably  re- 
duced ;  and  I  believe  the  Native  expenditure 
could  also  be  largely  reduced.  Then,  again>  the 
Statement  was  unfair  in  this  respect :  The  esti- 
mate of  revenue  for  the  year  was  taken  far  lower 
than  it  need  be.  The  honorable  gentleman  said 
he  expected  to  receive  from  taxation  £1,500,000 ; 
for  services  rendered,  £1,300,000 1  and  he  re- 
duced the  revenue  from  the  l4ind  Fund  to 
£380,000.  Now,  I  think  that,  as  the  railways  are 
made,  the  Land  Fund  will  increase  so  much  as  to 
bring  the  revenue  something  nearer  the  mark.  I 
shomd  really  like  to  hear  from  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer that  the  position  of  the  colony  is  not  so  bad 
as  he  makes  out.  With  his  eminent  ability,  I 
am  sure  he  could  as  easily  show  a  surplus  if  he 
wished  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MONTOOMEBY.— Sir,  it  seems  to  me 


that  throughout  the  Treasurer's  Statement  there 
runs  an  apparent  wish  to  damage  the  late  Minis- 
try. The  honorable  gentleman  made  his  State- 
ment so  unnecessarily  gloomy  that,  if  it  should 
be  telegraphed  Home,  as  it  may  be,  it  would  yeiy 
materifldly  interfere  with  the  raising  of  the  loan. 
I  am  sure  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not 
wish  it  to  have  that  effect ;  but  I  do  not  see  that 
it  can  have  any  other  than  a  very  damaging  efiect 
upon  the  colony.  Now,  I  wish  to  prove  to  the 
House  —  and  I  think  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  will  acknowledge  the  correctness  of  the 
statement — that  there  is  no  real  cause  for  alarm, 
or  for  the  grave  censure  which  he  cast  on  the  late 
Govern  men  t.  I  understand  that  one  of  the  most 
grave  charges  against  the  late  Gt>yemment  is  that 
no  Financial  Statement  has  been  made  for  fifteen 
months.  Now,  there  was  nothing  I  regretted 
more  than  that  no  Financial  Statement  was  made 
before  the  want-of-confidence  motion  came  on  for 
discussion  last  session.  I  will  go  further,  and  say 
that  I  think  it  was  a  cruel  wrong  to  the  country 
to  bring  on  a  want-of-confidence  motion  before 
the  Government  had  had  an  opportunity  of  show- 
ing the  position  of  the  finances  of  the  colony.  It 
was  not  a  question  with  me  who  should  occupy 
those  benches ;  fof  I  regard  that  as  a  small 
matter  compared  with  the  necessity  of  puttine 
before  the  people  of  the  colony  a  statement  of 
the  financial  position  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
could  understand  it.  The  honorable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  was  not  in  the 
House  last  session,  when  the  present  Government 
party  was  led  by  Sir  William  Fox,  who  never  gave 
the  Government  of  the  day  an  opportunity  to 
come  down  with  a  Financial  Statement;  and, 
looking  at  the  matter  as  a  colonist  who  would 
like  to  see  the  credit  of  the  colony  stand  high 
in  the  Home-country,  I  say  that  I  regret  nothing 
so  much  as  the  fact  that  last  session,  with  inde- 
cent haste,  and  solely,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  from  a 
desire  to  occupy  the  Government  benches,  those 
gentlemen  refused  to  allow  a  statement  of  the 
finances  to  be  placed  before  the  country.  The 
honorable  gentleman  says  that  we  are  £80,000 
short  of  the  estimate  of  last  year.  That  is  quite 
true.  I  think  the  Treasurer  admits  that  that  is 
the  amount  we  should  be  short  if  the  land-tax 
had  been  collected.  Now,  I  will  ask  if  the  late 
Government  can  be  accused  of  having  over-esti- 
mated the  income  when,  in  the  month  of  July  of 
last  year  when  they  mads  their  Statement,  every- 
thing was  couleur  de  rose,  and  the  land  revenue  was 
coming  in  in  an  almost  extraordinary  manner. 
The  present  Colonial  Treasurer  never  objected  to 
the  estimate  of  the  land  revenue.  On  the  con- 
trary, be  himself  expected  that  there  would  be 
a  very  large  revenue  from  the  sale  of  the  Waimate 
Plains. 

Major  ATEINSON.— No. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY.  — To  prove  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  did,  it  is  sufficient  to  men- 
tion that  he  objected  to  any  portion  of  the  usual 
20  per  cent,  being  taken  from  the  receipts  from 
land  sales  in  the  Patca  District  for  railway  pur- 
poses. He  said.  This  is  the  first  time  the  county 
IS  likely  to  derive  any  benefit  from  the  land 
sales  i  and  he  protested  against  the  deduction. 
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Thftt  shows  that  he  expected  to  get  aoonsidenble 
amount  from  the  land  sales  in  the  district ;  and, 
when  he  expected  it,  was  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
of  the  time  wrong  in  expecting  it?  Well,  Sir, 
there  was  £80,000  short;  and  that, considering 
the  depression  which  last  year  existed  all  oTcr  the 
colony,  was  a  very  small  amount  indeed.  Now 
we  come  to  the  present  session.  I  understand 
from  my  honorable  friend  the  late  Minister  for 
Public  Works  that  the  estimates  on  which  the 
Oolonial  Treasurer  relies  as  showing  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  department  are  estimates  which  were 
furnished  by  the  department,  which  had  not  been 
yet  sanctioned  by  the  Minister,  and  which  the 
Minister  was  rery  likely  to  cut  down  considerably. 
The  honorable  gentleman  knows  Tery  well  that 
the  estimates  of  the  Under  Secretary  of  a  depart- 
ment are  estimates  that  would  coTcr  the  whole 
expenditure  that  he  would  wish  to  see  incurred ; 
but  the  Minister  of  the  day,  haring  regard  to  the 
finances  of  the  country,  is  bound  to  cut  them 
down  if  possible.  If  it  is  the  case  that  they  can 
be  cut  down,  that  will  go  largely  to  decrease  the 
deficit  of  £98,000.  I  haye  nerer  taken  a  very 
sanguine  riew  of  the  amount  to  be  derived  from 
the  land  rcTcnue,  and  I  think  it  is  yery  likely 
the  late  Treasurer  did  rather  oTer-estimate  the 
amount  to  be  derired  from  that  source.  I  do  not 
touch  upon  the  expenditure,  because  we  cannot 
go  into  the  anticipated  expenditure  for  the  pre- 
sent Tear  until  we  hare  the  estimates  before 
us,  when  we  shall  haje  to  consider  them  very 
carefully,  and  say  what  ought  to  be  the  ex- 
penditure—not merely  iM^oept  what  the  Under 
Secretaries  may  propose.  The  Colonial  l^reasurer 
dwelt  rery  strongly  on  the  fact  of  the  late  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  anticipating  the  loan.  He 
said  it  was  a  rery  wrong  thing,  and  also  that  it 
was  unsound,  and  showed  a  reckless  mode  of 
action.  But,  Sir,  I  ask,  has  this  ncTcr  been  done 
before,  when  the  honorable  gentleman  was  him- 
self on  those  benches  in  former  days  ?  Of  course 
it  has  been.  Take  the  four-million  loan.  When 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  went  Home  to  raise  that  loan, 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  his  colleague.  He 
(Sir  Julius  Yogel)  said  he  must  have  the  money, 
for  the  colony  was  in  a  "  mess."  Those  are  the 
words,  and  they  can  be  seen  in  the  Blue  Books 
now.  The  money  was  to  be  raised  at  all  hazards, 
and  Sir  Julius  Yogel  went  to  the  Bothschilds, 
and,  in  effect,  got  them  to  back  the  bill,  so  as 
to  raise  the  money.  And  yet  now  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  denounces  the  late  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works  for  anticipatingthe  loan.  That  has 
always  been  done  by  this  House.  We  neyer  yet 
waited  for  the  money  to  be  raised  before  we  con- 
tracted for  works;  and  my  honorable  friend 
should  be  the  last  to  denounce  the  late  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works,  when  he  was  himself  a 
party  to  a  verr  similar  transaction. 
Major  ATKINSON.— I  was  not. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— My  honorable  friend 
was  a  member  of  the  Ministry,  although  he  was 
not  Treasurer  at  the  time.  And  now  allow  me 
to  say  a  few  words  in  conclusion ;  for  I  am  not 
going  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House.  I  agree 
with  my  honorable  fnend  near  me  that  it  is  far 
too  gxaye  a  question  to  use  it  for  a  dispUy  of 


oratorical  language  or  of  chait  I  hare  to  charge 
the  Colonial  ^&easurer  with  haying  brought  about 
this  state  of  things.  In  July,  1877,  he  stated 
that  his  finance  was  a  far-seeing  and  safe  finance. 
He  then  said  there  would  be  no  necessity  £ar 
increasing  taxation;  that  his  finance  was  hr* 
seeing  and  safe.  Sir,  his  finance  was  this :  thatha 
partly  coyered  the  expenditure  by  Treasury  billa. 
That  was  the  honorable  gentleman's  finance.  He 
gaye  subsidies  to  the  Kioad  Boards  and  to  the 
counties  that  neyer  could  haye  been  paid  out  of 
the  ordinary  reyenue  without  the  issue  of  Treasury 
bills.  That  was  no  safe  finance ;  and  I  say  that, 
had  the  House  not  seiaed  the  Land  Fund  in 
1877,  so  far  from  there  being  a  deficiency  of  only 
£80,000,  we  should  haye  had  a  deficit  of  £700,00a 
And  yet  the  honorable  member  called  his  finuioe 
far-seeing  and  safe.  And  now  he  is  Colonial 
Treasurer — ^with  great  honesty  of  purpose,  we  all 
agree;  but  are  his  antecedents  in  finance  sndi 
that  we  can  trust  him  to  brins  our  finances  into  a 
proper  j^osition  P  He  objecU^  to  the  putting-on 
of  taxation,  and  he  issued  Treasury  bills.  Taking 
his  own  figures,  we  are  landed  this  year  in  adefiett 
of  £900,000.  What  did  the  late  Ooyemment  do 
to  make  that  deficit  ?  All  they  did  was  to  strike 
off  some  tea  and  sugar  duties,  which  would  haye 
amounted  to  about  £60,000  for  the  last  half-year, 
and  they  put  on  a  land-tax  that  made  up  nearly 
a  like  amount;  so  that,  at  the  most,  all  the 
late  Goyemment  did  in  the  way  of  reducing  the 
reyenue  would  haye  been  not  more  than  £10,000 
or  £20,000,  if  they  had  collected  the  land-tax. 
Wherein,  then,  are  the  former  Treasurer  (Mr. 
BaUance)  or  the  late  Treasurer  (Sir  G.  Grey) 
responsible  for  the  deficit  this  year?  I  want 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  show  us  that.  Had 
the  Opposition  allowed  the  Financial  State- 
ment to  be  made  at  the  beginning  of  July,  last 
session,  the  country  would  haye  seen  then  what 
has  been  foretold  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
years  ago  by  the  honorable  member  rar  Bruce 
and  others — thnt  his  eystem  of  finance  would 
end  one  day  in  a  deficit  that  would  astonish 
the  people.  And  it  has  come  now.  His  sys- 
tem of  finance  neyer  met  the  difficulty  in  the 
£sce.  He  put  forth  to  the  House  that  he  was 
going  to  get  an  income  out  of  land  reyenue  that 
neyer  came,  and  he  tided  the  difficulty  oyer  by 
issuing  Treasury  bills.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man b^  done  what  he  was  pressed  to  do— if  he 
had  said,  "  We  cannot  pay  tnese  subsidies  out  of 
ordinary  reyenue;  we  must  not  issue  Tseeanry 
bills  in  anticipation  of  land  reyenue ;"  or  had  he 
put  on  taxation  two  or  three  years  ago,  we  should 
neyer  haye  been  landed  in  the  difficulty  in  which 
we  now  find  ourselyes.  But,  Sir,  I  agree  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  that,  if 
this  House  can  be  got  to  meet  hailj  in  the  hc» 
our  financial  position,  and  to  say  that  this  ex- 
trayagant  expenditure  on  public  works  which  are 
not  reproductiye  shall  cease,  and,  I  also  say,  if 
it  puts  a  stop  to  the  purchase  of  Natiye  Isiid, 
which  I  do  not  belieye  will  be  reproductiye,  the 
financial  difficulty  of  the  present  time  would  not 
be  an  unmixed  eyiL  I  think  a  country  is  some- 
what the  same  as  an  indiyidual :  until  i^sees  Uiat 
it  is  short  of  moii^«  it  oannot  find  oat  where  it 
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.on  retrenob.  Havinfi;  said  that  I  believe  we  are 
in  a  graTe  position,  I  trust  the  finances  of  the 
oountiy  will  be  dealt  with  seriously  bj  honorable 
members,  as  such  a  very  important  question  de- 
serves to  be  dealt  with,  for  the  good  of  the 
oonntrj,  and  with  less  regard  as  to  who  shall 
occupy  the  Treasury  benches. 

Maior  ATKINSON.— ^ir,  I  am  very  sorry  to 
trouble  the  House  at  this  late  hour,  but  I  must, 
in  self-defence,  say  a  few  words.  One  honorable 
gentleman,  during  the  recess — I  need  not  men- 
tion his  name  —  told  his  constituents  that  he 
always  TOted  with  the  Government  during  last 
session.  This  was  a  matter  of  very  great  surprit^e 
to  the  person  who  heard  him  speal,  because  he 
was  known  to  be  a  staunch  Oppositionist.  When 
he  was  asked  how  this  came  about,  he  said,  "  Oh ! 
half  the  Gk>vernment  always  go  into  one  lobby 
and  the  other  half  into  another,  and  as  there  are 
only  two  lobbies  I  am  always  obliged  to  vote  with 
the  GK>vemment."  It  appears  to  me  that  that  is 
eiactly  the  position  which  the  Opposition  have 
taken  up  to-night  in  regard  to  the  finances.  They 
must  be  right,  because  half  declare  there  is  no 
deficit,  and  that  it  is  quite  unreasonable  to  think 
the  matter  at  all  serious;  while  the  other  half 
declare  there  is  a  terrible  deficit,  and  we  must 
look  it  fairly  in  the  face.  I  do  not  know  how 
we  are  to  deal  with  these  honorable  gentlemen. 
However,  as  the  hour  is  late,  perhaps  we  had 
better  put  ofi*  the  discussion  to  a  more  convenient 
time.  But  I  must  say  this :  that,  if  they  really 
want  to  discuss  the  finances  as  a  serious  matter, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  does,  I  would 
ask  them — and  especially  that  honorable  gentle- 
man — to  be  more  exact  in  their  facts.  I  would 
recommend  to  that  honorable  gentleman  a  course 
of  light  reading,  in  order  to  prepare  himself  for 
the  task;  and  I  would  ask  him  to  glance  his 
eye  over  my  Financial  Statements,  and  then  he 
will  see  that  erery thing  he  has  stated  to-night 
in  regard  to  myself  and  my  finance,  and  my 
action  about  the  loan,  is  absolutely  incorrect.  I 
shall  be  quite  prepared  to  meet  him — not  to- 
night, but  at  a  more  convenient  period,  and  I  ask 
hcmorable  gentlemen  to  suspend  judgment  in  the 
nueantime.  One  thing  I  preached  from  the  very 
beginning — from  the  time  when  I  first  took  the 
Treasury  in  1875  —  was  the  absolute  necessity 
for  mapping  out  carefully  beforehand  the  amount 
of  money  we  had  to  spend,  and  the  amount  of 
money  we  ought  to  spend  every  year.  All  the 
time  I  was  in  the  Treasuir,  for  three  years,  I 
carefully  adhered  to  this  plan,  and  the  Govern- 
ment always  distinctly  stated  the  amount  it 
would  expend  in  every  case.  So  much  for  that 
statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  Theu, 
with  regard  to  his  statement  of  the  Government 
of  which  I  was  a  member  anticipating  the  four- 
million  loan :  that  statement  was  a  suppression 
of  the  truth,  or  rather  it  was  an  insinuation  of 
half  a  truth.  The  honorable  gentleman  knows 
very  well  that  a  large  portion  oT  the  four-million 
loan  was  undoubtedly  anticipated ;  but  that  was 
done  before  I  joined  the  Government,  and  I  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  knows  perfectly  well  that  con- 
tnctf    bad    been   entered    into,  and  liabilities 
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incurred,  before  I  joined  the  Ministry.  Such  a 
thing  never  occurred  after  I  joined ;  and  I  will 
tell  the  House  this :  that  during  the  whole  time  I 
was  in  office  the  only  borrowing  power  we  asked 
for  was  to  the  extent  of  about  £1,300,000,  in* 
eluding  Treasury  bills ;  and  when  I  quitted  office 
I  left  in  the  Treasury  £1,000,000  of  that  money, 
and  the  Treasury  bills  were  used  in  assisting 
Auckland,  Wellington,  and  Westland.  Honor- 
able members  can  see,  from  that,  how  accurate 
the  statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman  was. 
I  never  stated  that  taxation  was  not  required. 
What  I  said  was,  that  at  that  particular  time, 
1877,  while  our  revenue  was  equal  to  our  expen- 
diture, while  our  railways  were  in  an  incomplete 
state,  while  we  did  not  know  what  our  require- 
ments were,  and  we  knew  that  our  liabilities 
were  enormous,  it  was  unwise,  with  the  enormous 
amount  of  administration  which  the  change  in 
our  Constitution  had  thrown  on  the  Government, 
to  start  a  new  system  of  taxation.  That  was  the 
position  I  took  up.  Let  me  say  one  word  with 
regard  to  what  the  honorable  member  said  about 
the  estimated  expenditure.  He  tells  the  House 
that  these  estimates  were  left  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment in  a  very  incomplete  state  as  furnished 
by  the  Under  Secretaries — that  Ministers  did 
not  revise  them — and  he  was  assured  by  the  late 
Minister  for  Public  Works  that  they  would  have 
been  greatly  cut  down.  I  am  bound  to  accept 
that  as  &r  as  it  goes  ;  but  all  I  can  say  is  that,  if 
that  was  the  practice  pursued  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment, it  was  exceedingly  unfair  to  the  Trea- 
surer, and  is  a  thing  that  was  never  done  before. 
The  invariable  rule  with  regard  to  the  estimates 
is  this :  The  Treasurer,  when  the  financial  year 
comes  round,  calls  upon  each  department  to  sup- 
ply him  with  the  estimates  of  the  department. 
The  Under  Secretaries  prepare  these  estimates ; 
they  go  through  them  with  the  Minister  for  the 
department,  and  the  estimates  are  then  sent  ^ 
the  Treasurer,  who  looks  through  them,  and  if 
he  is  dissatisfied  he  goes  to  each  Minister  of  the 
department.  I  always  saw  every  Minister  upon 
his  particular  estimates.  After  that  process 
has  been  gone  through  they  are  referred  to  the 
Cabinet,  and  finally  revised.  In  all  the  Go- 
vernments with  which  I  have  been  connected. 
Ministers  always  revised  them  before  sending 
them  to  the  Treasury.  I  may  say,  further,  that 
they  had  been,  I  am  informed,  considerably 
added  to  since  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  (Mr. 
Ballance)  went  out  of  office.  In  what  I  said 
this  evening  regarding  the  estimates,  I  guarded 
against  committing  myself  or  the  late  Govern- 
ment to  them ;  but  I  pointed  out  this  significant 
fact,  that  the  actual  expenditure  last  year  was 
£4,000,000,  and  that  the  estimates  of  expenditure 
which  I  submitted  for  consideration  amounted  to 
only  £3,970,000.  This  was  considerably  under 
the  actual  expenditure  of  last  year,  and  I  pointed 
out  that  the  expenditure,  instead  of  havmg  de- 
creased year  by  year,  had  gradually  increased. 
Therefore  I  should  have  been  untrue  to  my  dut^ 
had  I  represented  to  the  House  that  I  thought  it 
was  possible  to  make  any  great  reduction  in  this 
expenditure.  I  said  I  thought  it  was  not,  and  I 
think  so  now.    If  we  are  prepared  to  follow  the 
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present  system,  I  prophesy  that  the  estimates, 
before  they  go  through  this  House,  will  be  in- 
creased rather  than  diminished.  Then,  with  re- 
gard to  the  deficit :  it  is  very  easy  for  honorable 
gentlemen,  with  cheerful  dispositions  and  with- 
out responsibility,  to  talk  in  an  airy  way  about 
this  deficit,  but  if  the  honorable  member  for 
Wanganui  (Mr.  Ballance)  were  on  tliese  benches 
he  would  never  give  utterance  to  the  speech  lie 
has  given  utterance  to  to-night.  When  I  came 
down  here  to-night  I  came  with  a  full  sense  of 
the  responsibility  that  rested  upon  me.  I  knew 
that  the  statement  I  was  going  to  make  was 
damaging  to  our  credit,  and  I  should  have  been 
exceedingly  glad  to  escape  from  making  it,  if  I 
could ;  but  I  had  a  duty  to  perform  to  this  House 
and  to  the  country.  I  went  carefully  through 
the  estimates  of  revenue,  with  the  view  of  in- 
creasing them,  and  I  am  afraid  I  put  several 
items  down  for  larger  amounts  than  will  probably 
be  received  ;  it  is  possible  that  I  may  be  wrong 
in  this  expectation,  and  I  hope  I  am.  But  the 
fact  remains  that  even  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer admits  the  deficit,  but  apparently  thinks 
so  lightly  of  it  as  to  speak  of  it  as  nothing— 
as  being  only  a  small  amount  of  £500,000  or 
£600,000.  To  my  mind  it  shows  a  most  terrible 
lack  of  due  appreciation  of  the  difficulties  of  our 
tituation.  The  honorable  gentleman  may  have 
some  grand  scheme,  and  I  hope  he  will  enlighten 
Ui;  but  I  have  given  facts  and  figures  which 
honorable  gentlemen  can  examine  for  themselves. 
I  may  state  that  the  Customs  revenue  for  the 
last  quarter  amounted  to  £306,000.  My  estimate 
for  the  full  year  is  £1,200,000,  and  I  venture  to 
think,  after  some  little  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  the  revenue  of  this  quarter  is  the  largest 
that  will  be  received  during  the  year.  Honorable 
gentlemen  can  see  from  this  how  much  the  deficit 
will  be  reduced  thereby.  Then,  with  regard  to 
the  Land  Fund,  I  have  estimated  that  at  £388,000. 
The  Land  Fund  for  last  quarter  was  £41,000. 
Whether  honorable  gentlemen  think  that  is  an 
under-estimate  or  not,  of  course  I  cannot  tell ; 
but,  at  any  rate,  I  put  it  down  at  what  I  think  is 
the  highest  amount  I  am  justified  in  submitting 
to  the  House.  On  the  other  hand,  I  submitted 
the  estimates  of  the  late  G-overnmeut,  and  I 
showed  that  by  them  there  was  a  deficit  of  over 
£600,000,  and  by  the  other  estimates  a  deficit  of 
some  £900,000 ;  and  I  fear  my  estimates  will  not 
be  shaken.  Just  one  word  with  regard  to  the 
statement  of  the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works. 
The  late  Colonial  Treasurer  (Mr.  Ballance),  also 
upon  the  authority  of  the  late  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  stated  that  the  figures  I  had  submitted 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  department, 
showing  what  would  be  spent  out  of  the  Public 
Works  Fund,  were  entirely  erroneous,  and  that 
not  more  than  £100,000  per  month  would  be 
•pent  by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— No ;  not  the  require- 
ments of  the  department.  I  understood  that  the 
figures  sanctioned  by  the  late  Government  were 
what  the  honorable  member  was  talking  about. 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  the  late  GDvorn- 
ment  had  entered  into  contracts  which  would 
require  two  millions  of  money  to  meet  them 
Major  Atkinson 


before  June.  That  was  the  st-atement  I  was 
referring  to.  I  was  utterly  amazed  at  that  state- 
ment ;  it  took  the  breath  out  of  me.  I  cannot 
conceive  how  such  a  statement  could  be  made. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  exactly  what  I 
meant  by  "  the  department."  I  meant  that  the 
department  had  entered  into  contracts  for  that 
amount.  The  honorable  gentleman  says  he  is 
amazed  ;  but  I  am  not  surprised,  seeing  the  way 
I  found  these  matters  in  the  ofiices  ;  for  I  found, 
that  the  Public  Works  Department  goes  on  ita 
own  way  rejoicing,  and  apparently  considers  that 
the  duty  of  the  Treasury  is  simply  to  provide  any 
amount  of  money  it  thinks  proper  to  ask  for. 
The  first  thing  I  did  when  I  came  into  office  was 
to  send  for  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  —  a 
gentleman  thoroughly  competent  for  his  work — 
and  I  asked  him  what  were  the  payments  from  the 
Public  Works  Fund  that  we  should  be  required 
to  make  for  the  next  two  or  three  months,  and  be 
said,  "  I  cannot  tell  you."  I  said,  "  Do  you  not 
know  what  the  Public  Works  Department  wants  ?*' 
He  said,  "  No ;  we  do  not  get  anything  from  the 
Public  Works  Department  until  they  send  in 
their  vouchers."  I  said,  "  Is  not  that  rather 
peculiar  ?  "  He  said,  "  It  is ;  but  they  appear 
to  consider  it  unnecessary  to  give  the  Treasury 
any  intimation  of  contracts  entered  into  until  the 
money  is  required."  I  thereupon  directed  that 
an  estimate  should  be  obtained  from  the  Public 
Works  Department  as  to  the  actual  amount  of 
money  month  by  month  that  we  should  be  re- 
quired  to  pay.  I  now  hold  that  estimate  in  my 
hands,  showing  the  estimated  amount  required 
during  the  financial  year  1879-80  to  meet  the 
actual  liabilities  incurred  to  the  31st  December, 
1879.  This  estimate  was  handed  to  me  by  the 
Under  Secretary  to  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Knowles),  and  is  signed  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Thomaa, 
the  Accountant  to  the  Public  Works  Department. 
I  liave  always  found  the  permanent  officera  of  the 
department  to  be  certainly  reliable.  Now,  the 
honorable  gentleman  said  that  there  is  no  one 
month  in  which  we  shall  have  to  pay  more  than 
£100,000.  We  have  that  On  the  authority  of  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  (Mr.  Ballance).  Well, 
in  this  document  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  the 
Public  Works  Department  say  that  in  the  month 
of  October  they  will  want  £163,000  j  during  the 
month  of  November,  £170,000 ;  and  during  the 
month  of  December,  £182,000.  The  total  esti- 
mate of  what  will  be  required  between  the  10th 
October  and  the  3lBt  December,  1879,  is  £516,000. 
Of  course,  if  there  is  any  inaccuracy  in  that 
return,  at  any  rate  it  does  not  rest  with  me. 
When  I  get  an  official  statement  from  a  public 
office  I  am  bound  to  state  it  to  the  House  ;  and, 
if  I  make  a  misuse  of  it,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the 
House  will  call  me  to  account.  But  until  it  is 
proved  to  the  contrary  this  House  will  accept  the 
statement  furnished  by  the  permanent  officers  of 
the  departmen  t — the  Accountant  and  Under  Secre- 
tary— rather  than  the  recollection  of  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  however  capable  he  may  be. 
Then,  with  regard  to  cutting  off  the  subsidies. 
Some  honorable  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  we 
are  going  to  get  over  the  difficulty  and  do  away 
with  a  considerable  deficit  by  doing  away  with 
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the  sabsidies.  Bu|;  it  is  quite  impossible  to  cut 
off  the  subsidies  this  year,  whatever  we  may  do 
afterwards,  because  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  that 
they  are  practically  spent.  We  have  permitted 
the  County  Councils  and  Hoad  Boards  to  make 
their  finance  this  year  upon  those  subsidies  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  quite  dear  that,  whatever  we  may 
do  afterwards,  we  cannot  cut  them  off  this  year. 
I  am  prepared  to  argue  in  favour  of  those  sub- 
sidies. I  believe  in  them  thoroughly — that  they 
are  sound  in  principle,  and  can  be  defended  upon 
principle,  '^o  doubt  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  subject,  and  when  the  proper 
time  comes  we  will  discuss  it.  Sir,  I  will  not 
trouble  the  House  further  than  to  say  that  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  (Mr.  Pyke)  are 
hardly  to  the  point.  The  debate,  I  think,  has 
been  conducted  with  some  advantage.  Certainly, 
Sir,  the  debate  did  not  rise  from  anything  upon 
our  side  of  the  House — certainly  not,  Sir ;  and, 
whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Akaioa  in  regard  to  the  general  tone 
of  the  Statement  which  I  had  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit to-night,  I  endeavoured,  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  to  guard  myself  against  putting  blame  on 
any  one.  I  made  it  perfectly  impersonal.  Un- 
doubtedly blame  is  attachable  to  some  persons 
for  our  present  financial  position.  I  am  iniormed 
bj  honorable  members  opposite  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  blame  attaches  to  me.  If  the 
honorable  gentlemen  are  not  culpable  in  this 
matter,  nothing  that  I  said  could  make  them 
blamable ;  and,  if  I  was  responsible,  then  any 
colouring  vras  against  myself.  But  I  endea- 
voured, and  stated  so  distinctly,  to  throw  no 
blame  on  anybody  —  to  leave  that  for  future 
consideration,  as  also  to  leave  for  future  con- 
sideration the  means  of  dealing  with  the  state  of 
our  finances  which  I  unfortunately  had  to  reveal 
to  this  House.  I  beg  to  move,  That  the  Standing 
Orders  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing and  passing  through  all  its  stages  a  Bill 
to  amend  "The  Public  Revenues  Act,  1878." 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first,  a  second,  and 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  I  should  now  like  to  know 
whether  the  House  wishes  to  go  further  to-night. 
I  beg  to  move,  That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  hope  the  honorable  gentle- 
man will  not  break  faith.  His  motion  is  distinctly 
breaking  faith.  We  consented  to  this  Bill  being 
put  through  on  the  distinct  understanding  that 
Ko.  1  would  afterwards  be  gone  on  with.  I  hope 
the  honorable  member  will  not  break  faith. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— According  to  the  Standing 
Orders,  no  new  business  can  be  taken  after  half- 
past  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— There  was  a  distinct  under- 
standing that  No.  1  would  be  taken  after  this 
Bill  was  disposed  of.  I  hope  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  will  not  break  faith  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  I  do  not  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  will,  when  he  has  sat  in  the  House  with 
me  somewhat  longer,  find  that  ho  has  occasion  to 
ask  me  not  to  break  f:;iith.  There  was  certainly  an 
understanding  that  we  should  go  back  to  No.  1 ; 
but  there  was  no  understanding  that  we  should 
continue  to  sit  till  five  or  six  in  the  moming.    I 


appeal  to  every  impartial  member  on  the  other 
side  whether  there  was  such  an  understanding. 

Mr.  SHEEH  AN.— Perhaps,  Sir,  you  might  read 
what  the  Order  of  the  House  was. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  read  the  Order  of  the  House, 
and  ruled  that  no  new  business  could  be  pro- 
ceeded  with  after  half-past  twelve  a.m. 

Mr.  PYKE.— I  would  like  to  ask  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  whether  he  will  put  that  Bill  first  when 
the  House  next  assembles.  Will  he  keep  faith 
by  bringing  that  Bill  on  first  ? 

Mr.  HALL.  —  I  will  say  this :  that  we  are 
anxious  to  go  on  with  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and,  if  honorable  members  are  at  all  reason- 
able, there  is  no  reason  why  there  should  be  any 
loss  of  time.  Our  conduct  has  been  very  much 
misrepresented.  We  claim  the  opportunity — 
which  need  occupy  very  little  time — of  placing 
our  policy  before  the  House  and  the  country.  If 
honorable  gentlemen  will  agree  to  give  us  that 
opportunity,  we  will  take  their  want-of -confidence 
motion  as  the  first  Order  of  the  day  upon  the 
earliest  date  they  can  reasonably  expect.  This  is 
a  fair  offer.  If  they  will  not  accept  that  offer,  they 
cannot  force  us  and  they  shall  not  force  us  to  take 
it  earlier. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  submit.  Sir,  that  the  Order, 
having  been  called  upon,  cannot  be  considered  as 
being  new  business.  Business  which  has  already 
been  considered  by  the  House  during  the  day, 
and  has  been  postponed  in  order  that  another 
matter  may  be  considered,  with  the  express  un- 
derstanding that  it  will  be  taken  up  again  so 
soon  as  the  intervening  matter  has  been  disposed 
of,  cannot  be  regarded  as  new  business.  It  has 
been  usual  in  past  sessions  to  take  Orders  of  the 
day  —  a  great  number  of  them  —  and  postpone 
them  for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  them  up 
after  half-past  twelve.  I  submit  that  when  busi- 
ness has  been  actually  called  on,  and  an  Order 
has  been  made  by  the  House  with  regard  to  it,  it 
should  not  be  treated  as  new  business. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Order  was  made  sup- 
posing  that  the  Bill  which  it  made  way  for 
would  be  disposed  of  early  in  the  evening.  It 
was  never  supposed  that  it  would  come  on  at 
so  late  an  hour.  It  is  clearly  new  business,  and 
it  is  contrary  to  the  Standing  Orders  to  bring  it 
on  for  consideration  now. 

Mr.  PYKE. — Sir,  I  should  like  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion of  the  Premier.  The  Electoral  Bill  is  one 
of  grave  importance,  and  I  wish  to  know  from 
the  leader  of  the  Government  when  he  will  bring 
that  Bill  up  for  consideration  and  discussion. 
That  is  all  I  wish  to  ask  him. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  really  cannot  fix  a  date  at  which 
the  Bill  shall  be  brought  up.  It  n  not  right  that 
such  a  question  should  be  put  to  me,  and  that  an 
answer  should  be  demanded  at  once.  I  entirely 
deny  the  right  of  the  honorable  member  to  expect 
me  to  answer  that  question  at  once.  I  have  sat 
many  years  in  Parliament,  and  have  never  seen 
any  precedent  for  such  a  thing.  I  tell  the  honor- 
able gentleman  that  he  will  have  no  good  reason 
to  complain  of  any  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Qt)- 
vemment.  We  are  only  too  anxious  to  bring  the 
Bills  forward,  and  toget  them  disposed  of. 

Mr.  READSB  WOOD.— I  apprehend,  Sir, 
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that  the  rules  of  the  House  will  settle  this  ques- 
tion. Leave  to  introduce  Bills  must  always  take 
precedence  of  other  business. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  should  like  to  ask  the  honor- 
able  gentleman  whether  he  intends  the  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  to  go  on.  I  am  sorry  the 
honorable  sentleman  has  denied  the  right  of  a 
majority  of  this  House  to  express  their  opinion 
with  regard  to  whether  the  Gbrernment  of  which 
he  is  the  head  has  any  right  to  sit  upon  those 
benches.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  does  take 
up  that  position,  I  can  only  say  this:  that^  if 
there  are  only  five  persons  with  me,  the  Govern- 
ment shall  get  no  supplies  while  they  adopt  such 
a  position  as  they  seem  now  to  be  adopting.  Such 
a  position  has  never  previously  been  heard  of  in 
any  country  in  which  constitutional  government 
has  been  adopted.  As  a  person  who  has  lived  in 
New  Zealand  pretty  well  all  his  life,  I  feel  de- 
graded when  I  find  the  head  of  the  Government 
rising  to  make  such  a  statement  to  this  House  as 
has  been  made  to-night.  I  only  hope  that  the 
honorable  gentlemen,  for  the  sake  of  responsible 
government,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  us  on 
this  side  of  the  House  that  there  is  some  sincerity 
in  the  lectures  read  to  us  by  members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  as  to  what  is  constitu- 
tional and  proper  under  our  form  of  government, 
will  themselves  act  constitutionally  now,  and 
allow  the  motion  to  be  brought  forward.  I  hare 
not  spoken  on  this  question  before,  but  I  must 
say  I  have  been  tempted  to  rise  and  answer  the 
statements  which  have  been  made.  As  to  there 
being  any  parallelism  whatever  between  what  has 
taken  place  now  and  what  took  place  in  1877,  no 
person  who  has  the  slightest  Knowledge  of  the 
history  of  the  colony  can  fail  to  recognize  that 
there  is  no  parallel  between  the  circumstances  of 
the  two  occasions. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  that  on  the 
motion  for  adjournment  a  question  of  no-confi- 
dence in  the  Ministry  can  be  discussed. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  it. 
Sir.  What  I  wish  to  discuss  is  the  position 
which  the  Government  has  taken  up  with  regard 
to  that  motion  ;  and  I  submit  that  I  have 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— -That  would  be  bringing  the 
motion  into  consideration. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  apprehend  not.  Sir.  What 
I  wish  to  discuss  is  simply  this  :  the  position  the 
Government  hav«  taken  up  in  regard  to  the  order 
of  business,  as  indicated  by  the  Premier  to-night. 
The  Premier  said  that  he  would  take  up  a  certain 
line,  and  it  is  his  conduct  in  making  that  state- 
ment which  I  am  discussing.  That  is  my  only 
reason  for  rising.  I  cannot  allow  such  a  state- 
ment as  that  which  he  has  made  to  be  made  in 
this  House  without  entering  my  protest,  although 
I  am  a  young  member.  With  regard  to  what 
took  place  in  1877,  honorable  members  will  recol- 
lect that  immediately  the  new  Government  took 
their  seats  on  those  benches  a  want-of-confidence 
motion  was  placed  on  the  Order  Paper.  The 
Ministry  at  once  gave  every  facility  for  discussing 
it,  and  it  was  discussed  and  decided  upon.  It 
was  disposed  of,  being  negatived  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Speaker,  and  then,  immediately  after 
that  motion  had  been  rejected,  another  want-of- 
Mr,  Reader  Wood 


confidence  motion  was  brought  forward.  There 
was  a  great  difference  between  the  positions  of 
the  respective  Ministries.  The  Ministry  who 
were  turned  out  of  office  by  Sir  George  Grey  in 
1877,  were    turned    out   for  two  reasons  :  one 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  should  like  to  ask  your 
ruling,  Sir,  as  a  matter  of  order,  whether  debat- 
able matter  can  be  introduced  in  remarks  made 
under  the  circumstances  under  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitaki  is  speaking,  and,  if  so, 
whether  any  other  member  of  the  House  will  be 
in  order  in  speaking  in  reply  to  him.  I  have  not 
the  slightest  objection  to  his  proceeding,  so  long 
as  I  have  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  him. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  same  privilege  will  be 
accorded  you  as  is  accorded  to  any  other  member 
of  the  House.  I  can  only  say  that  it  is  laid  down 
that  under  cover  of  a  motion  for  adjournment  it 
is  not  proper  to  introduce  matters  that  are  set 
down  on  the  Order  Paper  for  consideration,  such 
as  the  present  notice  of  no-confidence.  When  I 
interrupted  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki 
he  was  taking  a  course  which  would  have  brought 
that  motion  into  consideration. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— Yes,  Sir,  perhaps  I  was ;  but  I 
am  now  avoiding  that.  I  was  proceeding  to  say 
that  when  the  Atkinson  Ministry  were  turned 
out  of  office,  in  1877,  there  were  two  reasons  why 
they  were  turned  out.  The  first  was  malad- 
ministration ;  and  the  second  was  their  policy,  or, 
rather,  their  want  of  any  policy.  The  Ministry 
which  came  into  office  met  with  great  opposition 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  they  were  supposed  to 
favour  Separation,  and  a  majority  of  the  House 
was  anxious  to  turn  them  out  before  their  policy 
had  been  declared.  A  great  many  gentlemen 
said  they  would  not  vote  with  any  Ministry 
that  was  headed  by  Sir  George  Grey,  because  ho 
was  a  supporter  of  Separation ;  but  afterwards, 
when  the  policy  was  brought  down,  and  it  was 
seen  that  Sir  George  Grey  had  no  idea  of  pro- 
posing Separation,  a  number  of  members  who 
were  previously  prepared  to  vote  against  him 
said  that  they  were  satisfied  with  the  policy, 
and  had  no  objection  to  the  Ministry  continuing 
in  office.  The  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
thereupon  withdrew  from  further  opposition.  I 
submit  there  is  a  distinct  difierence  between  the 
position  of  the  then  Ministry  and  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  Ministry  at  the  present  time.  I 
believe  there  is  one  moide  of  getting  quit  of  the 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches,  in 
spite  of  all  the  forms  of  the  House  being  used  to 
keep  them  in  office ;  and,  if  they  continue  to  defy 
constitutional  u^age,  that  course  will  be  resorted 
to,  although  it  will  be  an  everlasting  disgrace  to 
the  House  and  the  colony.  However,  I  hope 
that  persons  who,  like  the  honorable  member  for 
Avon,  have  lectured  this  House  upon  all  sorts  of 
subjects,  settins  up  a  high  standiard  of  political 
morality,  especially  in  reference  to  constitution- 
alism, will  consider  what  they  are  doing,  and  not 
be  instrumental  in  bringing  about  that  which  will 
be  a  disgrace  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— It  seems  to  me,  Sir, 
thai  wo  must  admit  we,  in  our  innocence,  have 
been  outflanked  on  this  occasion.    It  would  be 
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better  to  lubmit  now ;  bat  we  shall  be  wiser  next 
time.  It  is  getting  late,  and  I  would  suggest  an 
fidjoomTnent.  No  doubt  we  shall  get  this  motion 
on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WHITAKEE.— I  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  very  wisely 
come  to  the  rescue,  and  I  hope  we  shall  now  ad- 
journ. But  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  remarks  which  hare 
fidlen  from  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki 
(Bir.  Hislop).  I  am  sorry  he  lost  his  temper, 
because,  although  I  have  not  had  much  experience 
in  this  House,  I  feel  pretty  sure  that  members 
who  lose  their  temper  will  not  receive  very  great 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  House.  When 
jou.  Sir,  gave  your  ruling  that  this  was  a  new 
matter,  and  could  not  be  taken  after  half-past 
twelve,  that  should  have  been  final.  I  have  heard 
that  there  is  such  a  device  in  parliamentary  war- 
fare as  *'  stone-vralling,"  but  this  is  the  first  time  I 
have  heard  stone- walling  proposed  in  this  House, 
and  I  cannot  let  the  opportunity  go  by  of  warning 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  that  they 
had  better  not  proceed  to  that  extremity.  The 
temper  of  the  House  is  such  that  it  will  not  stand 
such  proceedings,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitaki  may  be  perfectly  certain  that  many  per- 
sons who  sympathize  with  his  party  will  desert 
that  party  if  anything  of  that  kind  is  tried.  As 
to  the  reasons  of  the  Premier  for  declining  to 
discuss  this  wan t-of- confidence  motion  at  present, 
it  seems  to  me  that  they  are  good.  The  reasons 
are  these  :  Our  party  has  never  ceased,  from  the 
time  the  late  Government  attempted  to  carry 
certain  liberal  measures  into  effect,  to  be  charged 
with  having  a  desire  to  resist  those  measures. 
Throughout  the  debate  on  the  late  want-of- 
confidence  motion  we  were  sneered  at,  taunted, 
and  abused  on  this  very  point,  and  were  called 
Conservatives — ^whatever  that  may  mean  in  this 
colony— and  we  were  told  that,  while  we  had 
Liberalism  on  our  lips,  our  liearts  were  not  sin- 
cere ;  that  if  we  came  into  office  we  should  never 
attempt  to  carry  out  liberal  measures.  Now,  we 
eay  there  are  persons  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  are  equally  liberal  with  those  on  the  other 
side.  I  say  that  we  have  a  right  to  practically 
refute  these  accusations  by  showing  the  country 
that  we  really  do  mean  to  carry  liberal  measures, 
by  bringing  them  before  the  country  before 
the  Government  are  compelled  to  vacate  those 
benches.  It  is  a  duty  that  we  owe  to  ourselves, 
and  to  our  constituents,  to  show  that  we  will 
support  these  liberal  measures.  We  are  not 
blindly  to  follow  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in 
this  matter.  Th^  have  no  right  to  compel  us 
to  consider  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  until 
such  time  as  we  have  cleared  ourselves  from  the 
accusations  which  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
taki and  others  have  brought  aeainst  us  from  day 
to  day.  We  ask  nothing  that  is  unreasonable  or 
unconstitutional.  In  the  House  of  Commons, 
when  a  new  Government  have  come  into  power, 
no  matter  how  small  may  be  their  majority,  they 
have  always  been  allowed  to  place  their  policy 
before  the  House  and  the  country.  I  am  speak- 
ing from  positive  knowledge  of  constitutional 
law,  and  I  say  unhesitatinglj  that  that  is  the 


case.  If  any  honorable  gentleman  disputes 
my  statement  I  can  easily  produce  authori- 
ties which  will  prove  its  accuracy.  I  say,  un- 
hesitatingly, that  that  has  been  the  invariable 
practice  in  the  House  of  Commons.  We  are 
asking  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  telling  the  country  what  we  mean 
to  do.  This  cannot  occupy  more  than  four  or 
five  days.  When  that  is  done,  we  have  the  full 
assurance  of  the  Premier  that  he  will  give  the 
honorable  member  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
forward  his  motion  of  no-confidence.  I  cannot 
but  think  it  unfair  and  unconstitutional  to  at- 
tempt to  remove  the  Government  from  those 
benches  untU  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
showing  the  country  what  thev  really  intend  to 
do,  and  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  honorable 
members  will  agree  that  we  have  a  right  to  dear 
our  characters  before  this  House  and  before  the 
country  from  the  imputations  that  have  been 
cast  upon  them.  When  we  have  done  that,  let 
the  motion  of  want  of  confidence  be  brought 
forward.  We  will  accept  the  verdict  of  the 
House  upon  it,  and,  if  defeated,  we  will  cheerfully 
submit  to  that  defeat. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednetday,  15M  October,  1879. 


First  Beading— Public  BeTenaoi  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
gast  two  o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
New  Plymouth  Gbs  Company  Bill. 

PUBLIC  REVENUES  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  received  by  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  read  a  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr,  WHITAKER.  —  Sir,  I  now 
move  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time.  As  I 
informed  the  Council  yesterday,  it  is  necessary 
that  a  certain  amount  of  money  should  be  raised 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  current  ex- 
penditure of  the  Government.  Several  modes 
of  raising  the  money  were  suggested ;  but  the 
Government  came  to  the  condusion  that  the 
easiest  way  would  be  to  alter  the  sum  of  £400,000 
in  the  Public  Revenues  Bill  to  £600,000,  and  to 
make  it  a  temporary  measure.  If  we  were  to 
pass  a  Debenture  Bill,  it  would  require  a  great 
many  provisions  similar  to  those  contained  in  the 
Public  Revenues  Act.  This  Bill  gives  the  Go- 
vernment power  to  borrow  on  deficiency  bills  the 
sum  of  £200,000,  in  addition  to  the  £400,000. 
Provision  is  made  that  the  £200,000  is  to  be 
raised  during  the  present  session,  and  that  the 
Bill  shall  remain  in  force  during  that  time  only, 
leaving  the  whole  question  as  to  the  way  in  which 
the  finances  are  to  be  dealt  with  for  future  con- 
sideration. This  Bill  was  indispensable,  other- 
vnse  the  payments  by  the  Government  would 
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be  stopped.  If  the  Council  pass  this  Bill,  the 
next  measure  I  shall  brin^;  down  will  be  a  Bill 
giviue  authority  to  spend  the  money.  Therefore 
I  shall  aek  the  Council  to  meet  again  to-morrow, 
at  half- past  eevea,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  a 
Bill  giTing  authority  for  spending  the  money 
which  it  is  proposed  to  raise  by  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  will  sup- 
port the  honorable  gentleman  in  passing  this 
Bill,  as  I  am  persuaded  that  such  a  measure 
is  necessary  for  the  public  service.  Whether  or 
not  this  is  the  best  mode  of  providing  tem- 
porarily for  the  requirements  of  the  State  I  by 
no  means  feel  certain ;  but  that  the  necessity 
exists  for  tome  such  measure  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  bear  witness.  The  other  branch  of  the 
lieffislature  having  practically  agreed  to  pass  the 
Bill  without  discussion,  I  can  hardly  see  that  it 
would  be  very  well  worth  our  while  to  consider 
whether  this  is  or  is  not  the  best  mode  of  pro- 
viding for  the  public  service.  The  honorable  and 
learned  gentleman  has  disappointed  me  in  not 
bringing  before  this  Council,  in  what  I  believe 
it  is  usual  to  call  a  "  concrete  form,"  some  of 
those  rague  charges  of  extravagance  that  have 
been  levelled  in  another  place,  and  in  the  Press 
of  the  colony,  against  the  Government  of  which 
I  was  a  member.  I  feel  sure  that  the  more  the 
financial  transactions  of  the  late  Government  are 
looked  into  the  better  they  will  bear  scrutiny,  and 
the  less  ground  there  will  appear  to  be  for  the 
assertions  so  frequently  made.  It  is  true  there 
has  been  a  deficiency  in  the  public  revenue — 
chiefly  in  consequence  of  having  depended  so 
much  on  the  land  revenue.  I  cUd  not  attempt 
to  disguise  that  this  would  require  to  be  supple- 
mented by  fresh  taxation,  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  oi  the  Appropriation  Bill.  There  is 
£300,000  short,  undoubtedly,  in  the  accounts  for 
the  next  financial  year,  compared  with  any  esti- 
mate we  could  make  of  land  revenue  and  ordinary 
revenue  and  the  expenditure  of  the  country. 
Four  months  have  elapsed  without  any  provi- 
sion being  made,  and  that  may  bo  assumed  to 
add  another  £100,000,  and  it  is  quite  possible 
that  there  may  be  another  £100,000  to  be  pro- 
vided for  through  the  failure  of  the  land  sales. 
The  question  which  Parliament  must  consider 
this  session  will  be,  whether  it  will  decrease  the 
ordinary  expenditure  or  raise  this  defiriency  by 
taxation.  There  is  no  advantage  to  be  gained 
by  exaggerating  the  gap  there  is  at  present  in 
our  financial  position  as  between  revenue  and 
expenditure;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is 
nothing  to  be  gained  by  concealing  it.  Now,  I 
am  prepared  to  admit  that  somewhere  about 
£500,000  must  be  provided  for,  either  by  taxa- 
tion, by  diminishing  subsidies,  or  by  reducing 
the  departmental  expenditure  ;  the  last  of  which 
I  recard,  from  the  experience  of  the  past,  as  a 
hopeless  task.  That  being  the  case,  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  contradicting,  as  I  am  quite  sure 
I  am  entitled  to  do,  the  exaggerated  rumours 
which  have  gained  currency  as  to  the  actual 
deficiency.  In  fact,  I  heard  it  stated  recently 
within  the  precincts  of  this  House,  by  what 
should  be  an  authority,  that  the  amount  we 
require  is  double  that  which  we  shall  really  re- 
JZbit.  Mr.  JThUaker 


quire;  and  such  a  statement,  if  not  contradicted, 
is  calculated  to  do  a  great  deal  of  injury  to  this 
country,  and  is  very  much  to  be  regretted.  At 
the  same  time,  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  t'Cstimony 
has  been  borne  to  the  fact  that  the  departmental 
expenditure  of  the  late  Government  has  been 
reasonable,  and  could  not  be  reduced.  That,  to 
my  mind,  takes  away  the  greater  part  of  the 
blame  which  has  been  cast  upon  us  for  extrava- 
gance in  administration  ;  but,  whether  we  are  or 
are  not  interested  in  that,  I  beg  honorable  gentle- 
men to  dismiss  from  their  minds  any  idea  that 
any  great  economy  can  be  exercised  by  cutting 
down  the  salaries  of  Civil  servants.  I  have  given 
my  best  attention  to  the  matter,  and  I  assure 
honorable  gentlemen  that,  if  possible  at  all,  it  it 
possible  only  to  a  very  limited  extent  to  cut  down 
the  salaries  or  reduce  the  number  of  Civil  ser- 
vants. On  the  other  hand,  I  do  feel  that  in  some 
of  the  departments  the  salaries  are  exceedingly 
and  unfairly  small.  Therefore,  Sir,  we  must 
seek  outside  of  that  for  means  of  restoring  the 
balance  between  our  expenditure  and  our  reve- 
nue. I  think,  considering  that  so  much  has  been 
hinted  upon  this  point  against  the  Gt>vemment, 
that  honorable  gentlemen  will  pardon  me  for 
having  occupied  a  few  minutes*  time  in  drawing 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  rebutting  the  accu- 
sations which  have  been  so  frequently  made. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— Sir,  al- 
though I  should  have  liked  to  refrain  from  saying 
anything  on  the  occasion  of  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  after  hearing  the  statements  which  have 
fallen  from  the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman 
opposite,  and  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down,  I  feel  bound,  on  my  own 
part,  to  say  a  few  words.  I  feel  all  the  more 
responsibility  to  do  80»  because  I  have  been  one 
of  those  who  systematically,  since  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  being  called  to  this  Council,  have 
taken  every  opportunity  which  presented  itself 
to  give,  so  far  as  a  private  individual  might 
give,  a  warning  to  the  country  of  the  dangers 
into  which  we  were  running  in  our  finance. 
And,  Sir,  I  feel  that,  having  taken  the  respon- 
sibility on  myself  on  so  many  previous  occasions 
of  doing  this,  it  is  all  the  more  incumbent  upon 
me  to  express  my  dissent  from  the  representations 
upon  which  the  assent  of  this  Council  to  the  Bill 
now  before  us  seems  to  be  sought.  Sir,  I  need 
not  apologize  to  you  for  taking  the  proper  par- 
liamentary course  in  referring  to  the  Ministerial 
Statement  made  in  the  other  House  lost  night, 
upon  which  this  Bill  is  founded ;  because,  al- 
though we  know  the  parliamentary  rule  is  rightly 
strict  as  to  not  referring  to  debates  in  the  other 
House,  we  also  know  that  we  have  a  clear  parlia- 
mentary right  to  refer  to  any  Ministerial  State- 
ment made  there.  It  is  true  that  it  would  bo 
extremely  unwise  for  us  to  criticise  Ministerial 
Statements  made  elsewhere,  and  we  should,  if 
we  refer  to  them  at  all,  limit  ourselves  as  nearly 
oa  possible  to  assent  or  dissent ;  but  there  are 
occasions  when  it  is  impossible  to  refrain  from 
referring  to  the  broad  lines  of  a  Ministerial  de- 
claration. And  I  think  it  -right,  for  my  own 
part,  to  say  that  I  do  not  consider  that  the  coun- 
try is  in  the  position  which  it  apparently  ex- 
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hibited — although  I  do  not  saj  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  GoTemment  so  to  exhibit  it — in  the 
Financial  Statement  tha*  was  made  last  night ; 
because  by  that  Statement,  as  it  appears  to  me  in 
reading  it  in  the  paper  this  morning,  and  hearing  it 
as  I  did  last  night,  the  impression  likelj  to  be  pro- 
duced in  the  country,  and  likely  to  be  produced 
in  England,  is  this  :  that  there  is  now  a  deficiencj 
of  £900,000  in  the  finances  of  the  country  ;  and 
I  think  we  ought  not  to  hare  any  such  idea 
expressed,  and  still  less  telegraphed  to  England, 
without  declaring  our  dissent  from  the  grare  con- 
clusions which  that  idea  would  carry  with  it.  In 
a  very  few  words  I  propose  to  say  to  the  Coun- 
cil why  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  financial 
position  of  the  country ;  and,  in  doing  so,  [  hope  I 
shall  do  proper  justice  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
because  I  cannot  belie?e  it  could  hare  been  the 
intention  of  the  Treasurer,  or  of  ray  honorable 
and  learned  friend,  in  asking  our  assent  to  this 
Bill,  to  lead  us  to  give  our  assent  to  the  Bill 
under  the  belief  that  there  is  a  deficiency  of 
£900,000.  Not  only  is  it  quite  certain  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  did  not  say  there  is  now  a 
deficit  of  £900,000,  but  no  budget  could  be  pos- 
sibly produced  which  could  ever  show  such  a 
deficit.  It  is  utterly  impossible  that  any  Finan- 
cial Statement  or  appropriations  for  the  year 
oould  be  made  to  show  a  deficiency  of  £900,000 
in  the  public  finance.  All  we  are  entitled  to 
say,  bearing  in  mind  the  constant  warnings  that 
hare  been  given  ta  the  various  Governments  that 
have  existed,  is  that  there  is  a  certain  amount 
of  deficit  actually  ascertained ;  but  we  are  not 
entitled  to  say  there  is  a  deficiency  of  £900,000, 
because  we  know  two  things :  first,  that  no  such 
deficiency  has  been  reached ;  and,  secondly,  as  I 
have  said,  that  no  budget  that  could  possibly 
be  produced  could  ever  allow  such  a  deficiency 
to  exist.  Yery  well :  then  what  I  wish  to  add 
is  this :  It  would  be  dangerous  to  our  public 
credit,  it  would  seriously  endanger  the  success  of 
the  loan,  if  a  cablegram  should  unfortunately  Ap- 
pear in  the  Times  one  fine  morning  that  "The 
Financial  Statement  has  been  made,  and  there 
is  a  deficit  of  £900,000."  That,  I  say,  would 
be  a  very  dangerous,  wrong,  and  inaccurate 
announcement  to  appear  in  England.  Sir,  who- 
ever may  be  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  this  coun- 
try, and  whatever  may  be  the  budget  which  he 
proposes  for  our  finance,  this  is  absolutely  cer- 
tain :  that  his  budget  of  this  jear  will  not  do  more 
than  state  the  deficit  which  has  accrued,  and 
which  we  know  has  accrued,  up  to  the  time  of 
existing  appropriations — the  30th  September  just 
past  —  and  that  he  will  have  to  show  how  he 
means  to  prevent  that  deficit  from  being  increased 
during  the  remaining  period  of  the  financial  year. 
It  is  no  use  for  us  to  say  that  if  we  adopt  the 
estimates  of  last  year,  which  were  continued  in 
a  hurried  manner  for  the  first  quarter  of  the 
existing  financial  year,  and  if  this  expenditure 
is  continued,  and  if  no  other  means  are  taken 
to  replenish  the  public  finances,  wo  shall  at 
the  end  of  Jmie  next  be  driven  into  a  deficit  of 
£900,000.  What  would  be  thought  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  England  if,  in  pie- 
•enting  his  budget  to  Parliament,  with  a  revenue 


of  £80,000,000,  he  said  that  if  a  certain  expen- 
diture took  place  he  would  have  a  deficit  of  a 
quarter  of  his  revenue,  or  twenty  millions  at  the 
end  of  his  financial  year  ?  Would  he  not  be  told 
to  show  how  he  would  meet  it  ?  And  what  we 
have  a  right  to  expect  from  any  Government — 
I  don't  care  what  Government  it  is  which  takes 
its  place  on  those  benches,  and  has  the  respon- 
sibility of  directing  the  finance  of  the  country — 
is  that,  when  they  tell  us  of  the  deficit  that 
already  exists,  they  should  also  let  us  know  how 
the  accumulation  of  that  deficit  is  to  be  pre- 
vented ;  and  I  hold  that  it  is  not  a  sound  finance 
to  let  it  be  said  here  or  in  England  that  we  can 
by  any  possibility  have  a  deficit  of  £900,000. 
That  deficit,  I  repeat,  does  not  exist,  and  never 
will  exist,  because,  whoever  may  be  the  Treasurer, 
he  will  have  to  bring  down  a  Statement  to  the 
House  whose  peculiar  privilege  it  is  to  deal  with 
it,  which  will  show  some  means  by  which  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  existing  deficit  shall  not  be 
allowed.  And  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
public  man  to  prevent  the  serious  dangers  with 
which  we  are  undoubtedly  f aoe-to-face,  from  being 
exaggerated  into  rumours  of  a  much  more  alarm- 
ing kind,  whose  efiect  may  be  so  disastrous  to 
the  colony.  It  is  all  very  well  for  us  to  serenely 
contemplate  in  this  Council  the  conflict  of  parties 
which  does  not  afiect  us;  but,  in  the  interests 
of  public  confidence  in  our  resources  and  our 
solvency,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  we 
should  sustain  our  pubho  credit  and  prevent  even 
the  chance  of  a  scare,  such  as  is  likely  to  be 
created  by  the  statement  that  there  exists  any- 
thing like  the  deficit  which  has  been  referred  to. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— It  is  very 
important.  Sir,  that  we  shoidd  not  have  an  exag- 
gerated idea  in  regard  to  the  difference  which 
may  exist  between  our  year's  revenue  and  our 
year's  expenditure.  At  the  same  time,  it  seems 
to  me  equally  important  that  we  should  not  run 
away  with  an  erroneous  idea  of  a  contrary  na- 
ture upon  the  subject  —  an  idea  calculated  to 
deceive  ourselves  and  the  public  as  to  the  true 
state  of  the  case.  I  think  that  one  of  the  worst 
features  in  colonial  politics  for  some  years  past 
has  been  the  apparent  determination  of  poli- 
ticians in  New  Zealand  not  to  realize  the  true 
financial  position  of  the  colony — a  determination, 
apparently,  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  inevitable 
consequences  of  the  policy  that  was  adopted ;  and, 
if  we  are  to  have  that  healthy  system  of  finance 
that  we  should  have,  the  first  step  toward  its 
accomplishment  will  be  thoroughly  to  realize  our 
true  position,  and  not  allow  ourselves  any  longer 
to  be  deceived  in  any  respect.  My  honorable 
friend  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  has  told  us  that  in  his 
opinion  there  will  be  no  deficit  such  as  has  been 
referred  to,  and  that  there  cannot  occur  a  deficit 
of  £912,000.  Well,  there  is  at  the  present  time 
undoubtedly  a  deficiency  in  existence.  What  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  has  said  is  simply  this :  that 
between  our  ways  and  means  as  existing  at  the 
present  time,  and  the  expenditure,  based  upon 
the  system  which  has  hitherto  prevailed,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  there  must  be — in  the  absence  of 
retrenchment,  and  in  the  absence  of  fresh  taxa- 
tion^a  deficit  of  £912,000.    I  have  been  carefully 
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throagh  those  figures,  and  I  am  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  that  is  not  depreoiatorj  of  the 
future  circumstances  of  the  colony.  We  know 
hotter  now  than  the  late  Qoremment  did  what  is 
likelj  to  be  the  Customs  rerenue  of  the  colonj  for 
the  present  year.  The  experience  of  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  year  throws  a  light  upon  our  circum- 
stances which  did  not  exist  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year,  when  the  late  Gh)Temment  prepared 
their  estimates.  We  know  likewise  that  the 
Customs  reyenue  in  the  first  quarter  of  tlie  year 
was  swollen  through  causes  which  are  not  likely 
to  operate  in  succeeding  quarters  of  the  year. 
Large  quantities  of  goods  were  poured  into  the 
country  consequent  upon  orders  which  were  sent 
to  En^nd  wnen  the  colony  was  enjoying  pros- 
perity ;  and  the  result  has  been  tms,  as  every 
person  at  all  acquainted  with  mercantile  matters 
must  be  aware :  that  there  is  in  the  colony  now 
an  accumulation  of  goods  which  renders  it  most 
probable  that  the  rerenue  during  the  succeed- 
ing quarters  of  the  year  will  be  less  than  in  the 
first  quarter,  so  that  the  Treasurer's  estimate 
of  the  Customs  rerenue  for  the  present  year  is 
more  likely  to  be  slightly  in  excess  of  what  we 
shall  actually  receive  than  it  is  to  be  less.  And 
the  same  may  be  said  as  regards  land  reyenue. 
The  Treasurer  has  reckoned  Uie  land  reyenue  for 
the  year  as  considerably  less  than  the  late  Gk>- 
yemment  did.  We  haye  here  likewise  the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  three  months  to  guide  us,  and 
that  experience  makee  it  pretty  certain,  in  the 
absence  of  yery  great  improyement,  which  none 
of  us  can  anticipate  during  the  next  few  months, 
that  the  receipts  from  that  source  of  reyenue  will 
be  much  less  than  the  late  €K>yemment  antici- 
pated. He  must  be  a  yery  sanguine  man  indeed 
— he  must  be  a  man  ostrich-like,  who  hides  his 
head  in  the  sand — who  fails,  after  carefully  going 
through  the  figures,  to  arriye  at  the  same  conclu- 
sion as  that  of  the  Treasurer,  that  at  the  end  of 
the  year  there  will  be  a  deficit  of  £912,000  unless 
we  meet  that  deficit  by  increasing  our  taxation 
and  by  retrenchment.  The  Treasurer  himself 
referred  to  both  these  matters  as  being  those 
which  must  engage  the  attention  of  the  Goyem- 
ment.  He  intimated,  howeyer,  that  at  the  pre- 
sent time  he  could  not  be  expected  to  settle  how 
far  in  that  direction  the  G-oyemment  was  pre- 
pared to  go.  I  cannot  for  one  moment  bring 
myself  to  belieye  that  we  shall,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  have  such  a  large  deficit;  but  of  this  I 
am  certain :  We  shall  find  that  all  our  efibrts  to 
increase  our  revenue  by  increased  taxation,  and 
all  our  efibrts  to  diminish  our  expenditure  by 
reductions,  will  fail  to  absorb  this  deficit,  and 
that,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  we  shall  be  in  the 
position  of  having  to  pay  a  large  portion  of  the 
deficit  out  of  borrowed  money.  1  wish  that  for 
one  moment  I  could  bring  myself  to  believe  that 
in  succeeding  years  we  are  not  likely  to  incur 
deficits ;  but  I  am  forced  to  belieye  that  such  will 
not  be  the  case.  It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  for 
years  past  we  have  been  relying  upon  our  land 
revenue,  and  that  the  land  revenue  has  now  re- 
ceiyed  a  shock  from  which  it  is  never  likely  to 
recoyer.  It  is  not  that  there  will  not  be  a  demand 
for  land,  but  that  the  land  for  the  most  part  has 
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been  already  parted  with ;  that  our  landed  estate 
no  longer  exists — the  land  is  no  longer  ayailable 
to  the  same  extent  as  formerly.  In  a  paper 
which  has  been  recently  distributed — the  report 
of  the  Crown  Lands  Department  for  last  year 
— there  is  a  reference  made  to  this  matter,  which 
shows  the  &ct  that  finance  depending  upon  land 
reyenue  for  the  future  is  likely  to  be  ckranged, 
because  the  land  available  for  sale  has  been  parted 
with  to  such  an  extent  that  we  haye  a  yery  small 
quantity  left.  The  Seoretair  for  Crown  Lands 
states  that,  as  regards  the  Province  of  Canter- 
bury, whence  the  larger  portion  of  land  revenue 
has  been  received  of  late  years,  "comparatively 
little  of  the  land  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
Crown  in  this  district  can  be  deemed  agricultural." 
Then  he  goes  on  and  refers  to  the  land  in  other 
provinces,  and  he  makes  it  perfectly  clear  that  for 
the  future  we  cannot  rely  as  we  have  done  in  the 
past  for  aid  to  our  public  works  expenditure  or 
to  our  own  general  revenue  on  sales  of  land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD.  — I  should  like  the 
indulgence  of  the  Council  for  a  moment  while  I 
draw  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  referring  to 
the  Province  of  Canterbury  as  yielding  a  large 
proportion  of  the  land  revenue,  the  honorable 
racmber  scarcely  did  justice  to  the  subject.  I 
ask  indulgence  in  this  matter  because,  as  has 
been  said  by  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell,  it  it 
highly  dangerous  that  damaging  reports  should 
go  forth  at  a  time  like  this.  I  would  refer  him  to 
Otago 

Hon.  Membebs. — Order. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEASJSB.— The  honorable 
gentleman  is  clearly  out  of  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  — I  was 
speaking  upon  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  was 
not  going  fully  into  the  case ;  but,  as  my  honor- 
able friend  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Wood)  referred  to  Otago, 
I  will  read  what  the  Secretary  of  Crown  Lands 
has  to  say  about  that  proyince.  He  says,  "  The 
land  now  ofiered  and  remaining  to  ofier  is  gene- 
rally more  pastoral  than  agnoultural."  It  is 
quite  clear,  therefore,  that  we  cannot  rely,  as 
we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  doing,  upon  our 
laud  i-evenue ;  and  it  is  equally  clear  there  was 
no  warrant  for  the  late  Treasurer  last  year  rely- 
ing on  the  land  revenue  for  receipts  amounting 
to  £1,200,000  in  aid  of  current  revenue,  and 
something  like  £750,000  in  aid  of  public  works. 
We  have  been  undertaking  an  extensiye  system 
of  public  works — we  have  constructed  hundreds  of 
miles  of  railway — relying  upon  the  continuance 
of  our  land  reyenue.  It  is  evident  we  had  no 
right  to  60  rely  upon  it.  I  am  referring  to  this 
to  show  that  we  haye  been  living  in  an  atmos- 
phere of  deception.  We  have  been  shutting  our 
eyes  to  the  inevitable;  and  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  believe  that,  if  we  contiuue  to  act  as  we 
have  been  acting,  we  shall  bring  ourselves  to  grief 
and  the  colony  into  contempt.  We  sliall  not 
only  injure  the  prospect«  of  the  colony,  but  we 
shall  carry  ruin  to  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
persons  elsewhere— the  persons  who  have  been 
mduced  to  lend  money  on  the  security  of  the 
colony.  We  have  not  only  to  consider  the  pros- 
perity created  by  this  outlay, — the  benefit  to  our- 
selyes  personally  for  the  time, — but  we  should  re- 
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member  that  there  are  others  concerned.  There 
is  a  moral  responsibility  connected  with  our 
actions,  arising  from  the  fact  that  hundreds  and 
thonaands  of  persons  are  lending  their  money 
upon  the  security  of  the  colony.  I  refer  to  this 
only  because  I  differ  from  some  honorable  mem- 
bers in  this  matter,  and  beliere  that  the  rery  best 
means  of  bringing  about  the  restoration  of  our 
financial  position  is  by  not  shutting  our  eyes  to 
the  truth  of  the  position,  but  by  regarding  it 
coolly  and  temperately,  with  the  determination  of 
bringing  our  expenditure  within  our  means. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD.- Sir,  I  wish  to  offer 
a  Tery  brief  excuse  for  having  interrupted  the 
honorable  member ;  but  I  thought  it  was  unde- 
sirable, at  a  Ume  when  our  circumstances  do  not 
appear  yery  flourishing,  that  we  should  make 
worse  of  them  than  they  really  are.  I  must  say 
I  think  the  position  has  been  painted,  as  was 
stated  by  a  previous  speaker,  in  the  blackest  pos- 
sible colours,  and,  moreover,  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  tried  to 
make  things  appear  as  bad  as  possible.  I  do  not 
know  that  he  has  done  so  intentionally ;  but,  at 
any  rate,  the  remarks  he  has  made  with  reference 
to  the  land  of  Kew  Zealand  must  produce  a  bad 
effect,  and  it  is  only  upon  that  ground  that  I 
hare  a  word  to  say  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
honorable  gentleman  said  very  little  land  was 
ayailable ;  but  we  know  that  there  are  millions 
of  acres  of  good  land  in  New  Zealand,  not  avail- 
able for  sale  at  the  present  time,  whether  the 
honorable  gentleman  knows  it  or  not.  Why,  I 
believe  there  is  suflScient  unsold  land  in  the  rro- 
yince  of  Otago  alone  to  pay  off  every  shilling  of 
our  debt.  There  may  be  differences  of  opinion 
on  that  point,  but  some  gentlemen  do  not  know 
how  much  land  there  is  there.  I  do  not  know 
the  exact  acreage  myself,  but  I  should  say  it  is 
well  on  for  fifteen  million  acres  of  unsold  land  in 
Otago.  Some,  of  course,  is  of  comparatively  little 
yalne ;  but  some  of  it  is  of  very  great  value  in- 
deed. Therefore  I  do  not  think  it  is  well  such 
damaging  statements  as  we  have  heard  should  be 
allowed  to  go  forth  uncontradicted,  because  they 
may  do  us  serious  injury. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Su«,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  those  who  undertake  to  manage  the  finances 
of  the  country  will  haye  a  clearer  idea  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  colony  than  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down.  His  statement  that 
there  are  fifteen  million  acres  of  unsold  land  in 
Otago  was  exceedingly  amusing,  seeing  that  that 
18  at>ont  the  area  of  the  whole  province — moun- 
tain,  plain,  and  all.  I  do  not  desire  to  go  further 
into  that  matter,  but  I  will  add  this :  that  when 
honorable  gentlemen  get  up  and  complain  that 
too  gloomy  a  picture  has  been  made  out  in  refer- 
ence to  the  state  of  the  colony,  and  say  such  thines 
should  not  be  done,  I  desire,  for  one,  to  say,  in 
my  place  in  this  Council,  that  I  utl^erly  reject 
all  tnis  talk  about  painting  the  finances  of  the 
colony  in  such  black  colours.  I  believe  that  the 
truer  you  make  your  exposition  of  the  affairs 
of  the  colony  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  colony. 
Whether  the  deficit  is  £900,000  or  £500,000,  the 
best  thing  you  can  do  is  to  tell  the  truth.  I  am 
quite  sore  you  will  not  raise  the  credit  of  the 
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colony  by  glossing  oyer  the  truth  and  bolstering 
up  a  false  condition  of  things  with  the  view  of 
securing  a  little  ephemeral  prosperity,  which  will 
be  blown  away  by  the  first  breath  of  adversity. 
If  you  want  to  establish  a  sound  credit,  which 
shall  not  be  liable  to  be  swept  away  with  the 
first  reverse  of  fortune,  you  must  tell  people 
really  how  you  stand,  and  you  must  not  attempt 
to  conceal  anything  at  all,  however  unpleasant 
it  may  be.  I,  for  one,  take  exception  to  the 
language  used  by  those  who  find  fault  with  the 
Treasurer  for  stating  what  he  did  last  night. 
What  was  he  put  in  oflSoe  for,  but  to  tell  the 
truth  ?  And  the  truth  he  has  told,  as  he  believed 
it.  It  is  possible  his  figures  may  not  be  abso- 
lately  correct ;  but,  with  the  greatest  deference  to 
my  honorable  friend  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell — 
who  has  had  great  experience  as  a  politician,  and 
for  whose  advice  we  are  most  grateful  in  this 
Council— I  prefer  to  take  the  Treasurer's  figures, 
and  I  only  hope  we  may  not  find  that  the  Trea- 
surer, so  far  from  exaggerating  the  amount  of 
the  deficiency,  has  under-estimated  it.  I  think 
that  those  persons  in  this  colony  who  are  true 
settlers,  ana  who  have  a  real  interest  and  a  stake 
in  the  country,  would  do  well  to  express  their 
satisfaction  at  haying  a  gentleman  in  the  Gt>- 
yernment  who  is  not  afraid  to  fearlessly  expose 
the  real  position.  I,  for  one,  am  not  in  the  least 
afraid  of  the  position  of  the  colony.  I  belieye 
the  colony  only  requires  to  be  governed  by  a 
firm  and  strong  Gk>yemment,  who  will  administer 
affairs  as  they  ought  to  be  administered,  who 
will  act  straightforwardly  without  reference  to 
consequences  to  themselves;  and  then  the  finances 
of  the  colony  will  be  restored  to  prosperity.  We 
know  that  our  resources  are  very  great  indeed, 
and  we  know  that  we  are,  and  have  been,  in- 
dulging in  luxuries  such  as  no  community  like 
this  has  ever  before  indulged  in ;  and  it  is  only 
reasonable  to  expect  temporary  difficulties,  though 
we  shall  be  able  with  proper  management  to 
tide  them  over.  We  are,  for  instance,  giving 
a  quarter  of  a  million  of  money  away  every 
year  as  subsidies  to  Road  Boards,  County  Coun- 
cils, and  similar  local  bodies,  although  some 
of  those  very  local  bodies  have  large  sums  lying 
to  their  credit  in  the  banks  —  sums  of  money 
upon  which  they  are  absolutely  drawing  5  or 
f»  or  7  per  cent,  as  interest.  Honorable  members 
of  this  Council  know  that  to  be  fact,  for  some^ 
of  them  have  had  connection  with  these  transac- 
tions. Yet  we  talk  about  the  financial  necessities 
of  the  colony  while  this  sort  of  thing  is  going  on, 
and  no  one  apparently  has  the  courage  to  do  that 
in  reference  to  these  subsidies  which  would  be 
a  straightforward,  simple,  and  proper  course. 
I  hope  I  have  said  nothing  offensive,  but  it  does 
seem  to  me  it  requires  plain  talking  in  order  to 
get  at  the  proper  course.  We  also  want  a  strong 
Gh)vemment,  who  will  have  the  power  and  the 
courage  to  reduce  the  expenditure  on  public 
works.  That  is  the  direction  in  which  an  im- 
mense reduction  must  take  place ;  and  we  want  a 
Government  who  will  take  a  firm  stand  in  this 
matter.  And,  moreoyer,  we  want  a  Government 
— I  do  not  wish  to  speak  offensively  to  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore— which  will  sweep  away  that 
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tinkering  of  the  Customs  duties  which  the  late 
Government  were  guilty  of — a  tinkering  which 
lost  to  the  reyenue  £100,000  a  year  without  doing 
an  atom  of  good  to  any  individual  in  the  colony. 
There  are  three  things  which  require  to  be  seen 
to,  if  our  fiuancial  condition  is  to  be  restored. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  has  done  the  colony  no 
injury.  He  went  into  the  Treasury  to  do  what 
good  he  could — not  with  the  view  of  doing  all  the 
injury  possible,  as  some  would  have  us  suppose ; 
and  he  has  done  good  by  telling  us  the  simple 
truth,  instead  of  making  misstatements.  The 
Treasurer  bears  a  character  which  is  sufficient  to 
negative  such  charges ;  and  I  hold  it  is  absurd  to 
say  any  such  statement  was  made  with  a  view  to 
injure  the  country,  and  it  is  absurd  to  say  it  will 
injure  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  hope 
the  honorable  gentleman  does  not  wish  to  convey 
that  I  said  any  such  thing  as  that  the  Treasurer 
meant  to  injure  the  country  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Well,  the  honorable 
gentleman  went  very  near  saying  that,  if  he  did 
not  actually  say  it.  If  there  is  one  characteristic 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  of  which  I  think  some- 
times we  might  have  reason  to  be  prouil,  it  is 
that  unsparing  self -criticism  which  we  indulge  in, 
whether  it  be  a  time  of  national  adversity  or  a 
time  of  prosperity.  Look  at  the  criticisms  on 
our  military  organization  during  the  time  of  the 
Crimean  war.  Was  anything  ever  more  utterly 
unsparing  than  the  revelations  as  to  our  want 
of  organization  in  many  departments  ?  But  did 
those  criticisms,  severe  and  unpleasant  as  they 
were,  do  us  any  harm  ?  We  held  ourselves  up  to 
public  scorn  during  that  war ;  and  yet  it  has  been 
admitted  by  every  nation  in  the  world  that  we 
came  out  of  it,  as  compared  with  our  allies,  in  the 
very  best  possible  way.  We  introduced  reforms ; 
and  our  organizations,  such  as  transport,  victual- 
ling, and  so  forth,  were  much  more  perfect  at  the 
end  of  the  war  than  at  the  commencement.  But 
how  was  that  done  ?  Not  by  contending  that  there 
was  nothing  to  be  found  fault  with.  It  was  done 
by  telling  the  truth  j  and  that  is  the  manner  in 
which  we  must  cure  the  evils  of  our  finance.  If 
these  figures  of  the  Treasurer  be  true— and  I  be- 
lieve that  they  are  true — I  hope  the  Q-ovemment 
will  not  yield  one  single  inch ;  and  if  they  are  to 
be  turned  out  of  office  for  telling  the  truth,  at 
least  let  it  be  known  that  there  are  men  in  the 
colony  who  are  prepared  to  state  what  is  abso- 
lutely correct,  and  who  will  not  gloss  over  anything 
whatever  in  the  state  of  the  public  business.  Per- 
haps I  have  spoken  with  too  much  warmth  ;  but  I 
feel  that  so  much  has  been  said,  both  last  night 
and  since,  about  the  dreadful  facts  of  this  State- 
ment, that  it  is  only  right  that  those  who  feel 
that,  so  far  from  doing  any  harm,  it  must  do* 
good,  should  at  least  give  expression  to  that  feel- 
inc.  If  it  does  affect  our  credit  for  a  time,  it 
wUl  do  good  in  the  long  run,  because  people  will 
be  much  more  willing  to  lend  us  money  when 
they  know  we  tell  the  truth  with  regard  to  our 
affairs.  I  think  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wood  greatly  ex- 
aggerated the  value  of  our  land.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  right  to  say  so  in  my  place  in  Par- 
liament, but,  really,  I  do  not  believe  all  the  land 
Eon.  Mr,  Miller 


available  for  sale  would  be  anything  like  sufficient 
to  pay  off  our  debt.  But,  fortunately  for  us,  we 
need  not  take  that  to  heart.  The  creditor  does 
not  look  to  the  land.  It  is  well  known  that  what 
he  looks  to  is  the  general  revenue  of  the  colony ; 
and  if  we  take  the  proper  means — no  doubt  we 
shall  suffer  for  a  time  from  the  depression  which 
no  country  in  the  world  has  escaped — but  if  we 
take  proper  means  we  shall  be  able  to  restore 
our  revenue,  because,  when  prosperity  returns,  no 
doubt  we  shall  find  the  revenue  will  greatly  in- 
crease. At  the  same  time  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  Treasurer  could  not  have  estimated  his 
revenue  at  any  higher  figure  than  he  has  put  it, 
looking  to  the  returns  of  the  first  quarter  and 
to  the  present  state  of  affairs.  With  regard  to 
the  Bill,  I  think  we  may  safely  leave  that  to  the 
Ck)vemment.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  believe 
that  this  is  the  best  way  of  providing  funds  for 
the  purpose. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  wQl  a«k 
the  indulgence  of  the  Council  to  say  only  one 
word.  If  there  was  a  single  expression  I  used 
which  could  possibly  be  construed,  except  in  the 
mind  of  my  honorable  friend,  as  conveying  an 
imputation  against  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that 
he  had  made  the  statement  with  the  intention  of 
injuring  the  colony,  I  should  be  most  sincerely 
sorry  for  using  it:  nothing  of  the  kind  ever 
entered  my  conception,  nor  could  I  imagine  that, 
after  the  long  parliamentary  life  I  have  led,  I 
could  ever  be  supposed  capable  either  of  feeling 
such  a  sentiment  or  of  expressing  it  in  my  place 
here. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  lUh  October,  1879. 

First  Beadio£s — Personal  Explanation  —  Middle  Island 
Railwajs  Department — Sydenliam  Post  and  T«lef;ra^ 
Offices— Cambridge-Rotor oa  Commnnicat  ion — BlaJT- 
Winton  Railway  —  InvercarRill  Municipal  Sinking 
Fund— Taieri  County  Subsidies— OUgo  Land  Fond — 
FiTe-Million  Loan— Tuapeka  Municipal  Loan — Armed 
Settlers,  Ac. — Public  Domains— Natoan  and  Wilkie — 
Mandevillo  and  Bangiora  Drainage — Local  Industries 
— Wakatipu  Gold  Fields  Buns— Qualiflcation  of  Elec- 
tors Bill — Onohunga  Water  Reserve  Bill— Ministry. 

Mr.  Sfbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
'  o'clock. 
I      Pbayebs. 

I  FIRST  READINGS. 

I      Wanganui    Endowed   School   Bill,    Ljttelton 
Harbour  Board  and  Corporation  Exchange  Bill. 

'  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  TOMOANA. — I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
I  explanation.  -There  are  two  particular  mistakes 
!  regarding  what  I  said  the  other  day.  I  did  not 
I  say  that  Mr.  Hall  had  agreed  to  put  a  stop  to 
I  the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  and  to  abolish  the 
Native  Land  Court.  I  clearly  remember  what  I 
I  said.    Those  were  not  Mr.  Hall's  words  to  me. 
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Mr.  SHEEHAN.  — I  may  say,  Sir,  that  I 
intend  to-morrow  to  move  that  the  whole  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Reporting  Debates  Committee ; 
and  that  will  be  the  proper  time  to  enter  into 
the  question.  I  shall  bring  the  matter  forward  as 
one  of  priyilege  affecting  the  records  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McLEA.N. — ^I  would  like  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  an  inquiry  into  the  Mansard 
reports  will  do  no  good,  because  I  presume  the 
Hansard  reporter  takes  down  what  the  inter- 
preter says;  but  what  is  disputed  is  the  inter- 
pretation, and  the  production  of  the  reporter's 
notes 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  gentleman 
had  better  reserve  this  point  until  the  motion 
comes  on  to-morrow. 

MIDDLE  ISLAND  RAILWAYS  DEPART- 
MENT. 
Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether    any    instructions    have   been 
given   for   the    removal   from    Cliristchuroh    to 
Dunedin  of   the  departments   of    the   Commis- 
sioner, the  Accountant,  and  the  Cashier,  Middle 
Island  Railways,  or  any  one  of  those  departments ; 
and,  if  so,  what  is  the  date  of  those  instructions  ? 
Mr.    OLIVER    replied    that  no   instructions 
whatever  had  been  issued  for  the  removal  of  any 
branch  of  these  departments  to  Dunedin.    Some 
correspondence  relative  to  the  subject  had  been 
laid  on  the  table. 

SYDENHAM  POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
OFFICES. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
Whether  the  Government  will  take  steps  to  erect 
a  post  office  and  telegraph  station  in  the  Borough 
of  Sydenham  with  the  least  possible  delay  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  open  a  post  office  and  telegraph 
station  in  the  Borough  of  Sydenham.  Inquiries 
were  now  being  made  for  a  site,  and  as  soon  as 
satisfactory  arrangements  could  be  made  the 
buildings  would  be  proceeded  with. 

CAMBRIDGE-ROTORUA  COMMUNICA- 
TION. 
Mr.    MOSS    asked    the    Minister   for   Public 
Works,  What  stops  are  being  taken,  or  proposed 
to  be  taken,  to  open  up  communication  between 
Cambridge  and  Lake  Rotorua  by  way  of  Tapapa  ? 
Mr.  OLIVER,  in  reply,  said  that  no  work  had 
been  executed  on  this  road  yet,  because  no  vote 
bad  been  taken  for  the  purpose.     It  had  been 
proposed  to  expend  £1,200  on  the  construction  of 
bridges,  and,  if  the  road  was  to  be  of  any  service, 
a  further  expenditure  of  £2,000  would  apparently 
be  necessary ;  but  nothing  had  been  done  yet,  and 
the  matter  would  be  fully  considered  before  tbe 
estimates  were  submitted. 

BLUFF- WINTON  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  BAIN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  intends  to  place  a  sum  of  money 
on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose  of  fencing  the 
railway  line  from  Bluff  Harbour  to  Winton  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  Commissioner 
o{  Railways  for  the  Middle  Island  had  only  pro- 


vided in  the  estimates  for  the  fencing-in  of  such 
portions  of  this  line  of  railway  as  were  necessary, 
having  regard  to  the  safety  of  passengers  and 
traffic.  The  question  of  fencing  in  the  whole  of 
the  railways  was  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
department;  but  it  was  a  matter  which  would 
involve  very  considerable  expenditure,  and  there- 
fore required  serious  consideration. 

INVERCARGILL  MUNICIPAL  SINKING 
FUND. 

Mr.  BAIN  asked  the  Government,  If  they  will 
lay  before  this  House  all  correspondence  in  re- 
ference to  the  recent  appointment  of  trustees  of 
the  Invercargill  Municipal  Sinking  Fund  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  would  have 
no  objection  to  lay  this  correspondence  on  the 
table.  It  included  an  anonymous  communication 
to  the  Government.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  honorable  gentleman  wished  that  to  be  pro- 
duced. 

Mr.  BAIN  said  he  asked  for  all  correspond- 
ence. 

TAIERI  COUNTY  SUBSIDIES. 

Mr.  FULTON  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
How  soon  the  subsidies  now  due  to  the  various 
local  bodies  in  the  Taieri  County  will  be  paid  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  whole  of  the  sub- 
sidies due  to  the  various  local  bodies  throughout 
the  colony  would  be  paid  immediately  after  he 
Jiad  obtained  funds  under  the  Bill  which  passed 
through  the  House  on  the  previous  day. 

OTAGO  LAND  FUND. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
are  disposed  to  pay  to  the  local  government  bodies 
in  the  Provincial  District  of  Otago  the  £54,000  of 
Land  Fund  impounded  by  the  lat-e  Government, 
and  which  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  re- 
ported belonged  to  the  Provincial  District  of 
Otago? 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
this  sum  was  in  the  same  position  as  the  £100,000 
which  was  held  by  the  Government,  and  which 
a  Committee  had  reported  ought  to  be  repaid. 
Both  of  these  sums,  he  understood,  were  charge- 
able to  loan,  and  the  repayment  of  them  would 
have  to  depend  on  the  raising  of  the  loan.  They 
would,  of  course,  appear  in  the  public  works 
estimates. 

FIVE-MILLION  LOAN. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
have  received  any  information  regarding  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  £5,000,000  loan  ;  and  if  there 
would  be  any  objection  to  lay  such  information 
before  this  House  P  After  the  Statement  made  on 
the  previous  evening,  it  was  perhaps  not  necessary 
to  ask  this  question,  unless  in  the  meantime  fur- 
ther information  had  been  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  reference  to  raising  the  five-million  loan. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  had  received 
a  telegram  on  this  subject  on  the  previous  evening, 
during  the  delivery  of  the  Financial  Statement  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  The  loan  had  not  yet 
been  placed,  and  the  Government  did  not  think 
it  desirable  that  the  telegram  should  be  produced 
at  present. 
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TUAPEKA  MUNICIPAL  LOAN. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  GoTernment,  If  it  is 
true,  as  stated  in  the  public  Press,  that  £5,000  has 
been  lent  to  the  Municipality  of  Tuapeka ;  and,  if 
BO,  on  what  terras,  and  by  what  authority  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  last  year  a  loan  of 
£50,000  was  authorized  on  behalf  of  those  locali- 
ties in  Otago  which  suffered  from  the  floods  that 
then  prevailed.  Out  of  that  £50,000,  two  sums, 
of  £5,000  and  £3,000  respectively,  had  been  ad- 
Tanced  to  the  Tuapeka  County  Council.  The 
loans  had  been  made  repayable  by  equal  instal- 
ments, extending  orer  five  years,  wjtliout  interest. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN  would  remark  that  the 
Government  had  misconceived  the  facts  in  this 
case.  The  debt  was  not  that  of  the  County  Coun- 
cil, but  of  the  Municipality. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  he  understood  this  matter 
referred  to  the  Municipality  of  Lawrence  or  Tua- 
peka. The  statement  was,  that  the  muney  had 
been  lent  for  a  term  of  years  to  the  Municipality, 
at  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  true  that  there 
had  been  certain  negotiations  between  the  public 
departments  and  the  Municipality  of  Lawrence, 
but  the  negotiations  apparently  came  to  notliing, 
the  department  not  deeming  the  security  suffi- 
cient. 

ARMED  SETTLERS,  ETC. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Government,  How 
many  settlers.  Volunteers,  and  Constabulary  are 
under  arms  at  the  present  time  in  New  Zealand, 
and  at  what  weekly  cost  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  so  far  as  the  Government 
were  aware,  there  were  no  Volunteers  actually  on 
duty  at  the  present  time.  There  were  certain 
Volunteers  stated  to  be  on  duty  at  the  Thames, 
but  there  was  no  record  in  the  offices  of  the  terms 
upon  which  that  duty  was  being  performed. 

PUBLIC  DOMAINS. 

Mr.  TOLE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  lay  before  this  House  a  return  showing  the 
amounts  paid  to  the  various  bodies  having  control 
of  reserves  under  the  Public  Domains  Acts,  for 
the  year  ending  the  30th  June  last  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  would  lay  the 
return  on  the  table  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

NATHAN  AND  WILKIE. 

Major  WILLIS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  a  sum  of  money  was  not, 
several  months  ago,  paid  to  the  trustee  in 'bank- 
ruptcy, at  Wanganui,  of  the  estate  of  Nathan  and 
Wilkie,  railway  contractors  under  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  wages  due  to 
sonio  of  the  men  employed  by  them  on  such  con- 
tract, who  had,  prior  to  the  time  of  such  payment 
to  the  trustee,  duly  proved  their  debts  ;  and  why 
the  said  money  has  not  hitherto  been  paid  to  the 
men  ?  Also,  whether  interest  has  been  received 
or  accrued  by  or  to  the  said  trustee  in  the  in- 
teryal? 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  Nathan  and  Wilkie  having 

become  insolvent,  the  works  were  carried  on  by 

the  Government.    A  sum  of  £1,075  due  to  them 

was  paid  by  the  Government  to  the  trustee  in 

Mr,  Sail 


bankruptcy,  on  the  condition  that  he  should  gire 
due  notice  to  all  the  workmen  that  the  monej 
had  been  paid.  The  Government  were  not  aware 
whether  anything  further  had  been  done  in  the 
matter,  but  he  would  be  glad  to  show  the  honor- 
able gentleman  all  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject. 

MANDEVILLE  AND  EANGIOBA 
DRAINAGE. 

Mr.  BOWEN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  Gx>vemment  will  appoint  a  Royal 
Commission  to  take  evidence  and  report,  as  to  the 
drainage  system  of  the  Mandeville  and  Rangiora 
District  ?  A  great  deal  of  money  had  been  spent 
on  the  drainage  of  the  district,  and  opinions  dif- 
fered very  much  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  laid  out.  The  fact  was,  that  a  new  river- 
bed had  been  formed,  with  a  great  deal  of  water 
in  it,  and  some  of  the  farmers  in  the  district 
considered  that  they  had  been  injured  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  drainage  works  had  been 
carried  out.  The  matter  was  one  of  importance 
to  tl»e  settlers,  and  also  to  the  Government,  as 
the  railway  ran  through  the  district.  It  vras  de- 
sirable that  an  inquiry  should  be  held,  and  the 
people  hoped  it  would  be  thorough.  He  did  not 
ask  for  a  mere  departmental  inquiry,  as  it  was 
necessary  that  evidence  should  be  taken  on  the 
spot  as  to  the  original  watershed,  and  the  best 
line  for  the  permanent  ouilet.  It  would  be  ad- 
visable that  an  engineer  from  the  Public  Works 
Department  should  be  associated  with  some  in- 
dependent engineer  familiar  w  ith  drainage  works, 
and  that  they  should  take  evidence  upon  the 
matter. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  was  aware  this  was  a  vexed 
question,  and  that  Government  property  was  se- 
riously affected  by  the  drainage  works.  He  was 
also  aware  that  the  action  of  tho  Government  in 
the  past  with  reference  to  these  works  had  been 
very  much  called  into  question,  and  the  Govern- 
ment were  of  opinion  that  an  inquiry  should  be 
instituted.  The  particular  nature  of  the  inquiry 
was  a  matter  for  future  consideration.  He  should 
be  glad  to  confer  with  the  honorable  gentleman, 
and  the  Government  would  take  steps  to  have  an 
inquiry  made.  Whether  it  would  be  by  Royal 
Commission  or  otherwise  he  was  not  now  prepared 
to  say. 

LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Mr.  LEVIN  asked  tho  Government,  Whether 
they  will  appoint  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  best  means  of  promoting  and  encou- 
raging manufactures  and  local  industries  in  the 
colony  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  subject  was  one  of  the 
greatest  importance;  and,  without  committing 
themselves  to  any  opinion  as  to  what  was  the  best 
manner  of  assisting  local  industries,  the  Govern- 
ment concurred  with  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
thinking  it  desirable  that  a  Committee  of  the 
House  should  investigate  the  subject.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  be  good  enough  to 
confer  with  the  Government  as  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee  and  the  selection  of  mem- 
bers to  compose  it,  they  would  be  very  happy  to 
meet  him. 
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WAKiTIPU  GOLD  FIELDS  BUNS. 

Mr.  FINN  asked  the  Gorernment,  If  they  hare 
released  the  late  licensees  of  the  Wakatipu  Gold 
Fields  Runs  from  the  payment  of  rents  due  prior 
to  the  cancel lation  of  licenses  ? 

Mr.  BOLLESION  said  the  Government  had 
not  released  any  of  the  late  licensees  from  the 
payment  of  rents  due  prior  to  the  cancellation  of 
the  licenses.  No  reason  had  heen  shown,  so  far 
as  he  was  aware,  for  relea9ing  them.  The  leases 
were  eiyen  upon  condition  that  no  rent  should  be 
paid  from  the  date  of  surrender.  That  was  all 
the  information  the  Government  had  at  present, 
and  upon  that  information  they  saw  no  reason  to 
alter  their  decision.  They  would  be  happy  to 
bear  from  the  honorable  gentleman  whether  there 
was  any  reason  why  the  rent  should  be  remitted. 

Mr.  FINN  said  he  asked  the  question  because 
he  wished  to  know  the  position  of  the  licensee?, 
as  several  of  them  were  very  heavy  sufferers  by 
the  late  floods ;  and  he  understood  a  petition  was 
about  being  presented  to  the  House  by  one  of 
them,  asking  for  relief. 
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Mr.  SHEEHAN.  — Sir,  I  shall  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  very  briefly  in  concluding  the 
speech  I  was  making  when  the  debate  was  ad- 
journed  yesterday.  To  put  the  position  plainly 
to  the  House,  it  is  this  :  We,  on  our  side,  contend 
that  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  ask  for  leave 
to  bring  in  this  Bill  do  not  possess  the  coufideuce 
of  the  House.  We  say  that  they  are  in  a 
minority  at  the  present  time — a  minority  greater 
than  the  minority  they  were  in  when  the  division 
was  taken  on  Friday  evening ;  and  that,  in  point 
of  fact,  instead  of  haying  acquired  strength,  they 
have  lost  strength.  I  go  further,  and  say  that  by 
no  possibility  can  it  be  proper  that  a  measure  of 
this  kind  should  be  brought  in  by  a  Gx>vemment 
which  does  not  possess  a  majority.  The  principle 
of  parliamentary  government  is,  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  should  command  a  majority  in 
the  House.  We  may  be  told  that  on  a  previous 
occasion  there  existed  a  Government  which  did 
not  possess  the  confidence  of  a  m^'ority  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House ;  but,  so  far  as  the  votes  went, 
they  did.      The    very   same    tactics  which    we 

fursued  then  are  being  pursued  towards  us  now. 
do  not  object  to  "  being  hoist  with  our  own 
petard,'*  but  we  propose  to  show  the  country 

Slainly  and  unmistakably  that  the  Government 
oes  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the  House. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  I  must  point  out  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  he  is  opening  up  the 
whole  question  of  a  want  of  confidence. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Then  I  wiU  limit  myself  to 
the  question  before  us.  I  say  that  the  proposal 
to  bring  in  this  measure  comes  from  a  Govern- 
ment which  does  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
House.  This  measure  originated  with  the  late 
Government,  and  with  their  party.  It  is  really 
and  truly  the  measure  of  the  Liberal  party. 
Mr.  HALL.— Our  party. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN. —  Of  the  Liberal  party  to 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  does  not  belong. 
He  may  at  thd  present  time  be  wearing  the 


Liberal  clothing,  which  is  merely  stolen  from 
his  predecessors  in  office.  I  say,  further,  that  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  fact  that  we  put  that  mea- 
sure before  the  country  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  never  have  thought  of  bringing  it  in ; 
but,  as  the  country  has  approved  of  it,  and 
as  many  honorable  members  on  his  own  side 
will  have  it,  he  is  wise  enough  in  his  generation 
in  bringing  it  in.  As  I  said  yesterday,  I  do  not 
believe  in  unfair  tactics.  I  gave  the  honorable 
gentlemen  an  opportunity  yesterday  to  make 
their  Statement  on  finance,  and  I  expected  that 
last  evening  we  should  have  had  a  chance  to  take 
a  division  on  this  motion ;  but  that  was  not 
possible.  You,  Sir,  ruled  that  no  new  business 
could  be  taken  after  half-past  twelve ;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  I  might  justly  complain  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  come  to  me  and 
arrange  to  give  me  an  opportunity  to  bring  this 
question  on  before  the  House  adjourned.  The 
motion  I  intend  now  to  move  is  what  is  called 
the  previous  question ;  but  I  wish,  before  making 
that  motion,  to  ask  you  to  rule  on  one  or  two 
points.  First  of  all,  I  wish  to  know  whether  this 
motion  is  one  which,  if  carried,  would  prevent 
this  Bill  being  brought  in  again  this  session. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  If  the  previous  question 
were  carried.  That  the  question  be  not  put  to-day, 
it  would  be  quite  competent  to  bring  it  on  on  a 
future  day. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— The  second  point  is  this :  I 
have  been  about  nine  years  in  this  House,  and 
there  are  gentlemen  here  who  were  in  it  nine 
years  before  me.  I  have  often  seen  the  previous 
question  put  when  many  honorable  members  have 
been  uncertain  which  way  to  vote  upon  it.  I 
understand  the  form  of  putting  the  question  is, 
*•  That  this  question  be  now  put ;"  and  that  I, 
as  mover,  and  those  who  think  with  me,  are 
entitled  lo  negative  that  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  so. 

Mr.  SHEEUAN.— That  being  so,  I  will  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  further,  but  move 
now.  That  the  question  be  now  put.  I  have 
to  explain  distinctly  that  the  reason  why  I  make 
this  motion  is  in  order  that  the  strength  of 
parties  may  be  tested,  ond  because  the  leader  of 
the  Government  did  not  choose  to  give  precedence 
to  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence  which  has 
been  tabled. 

Mr.  HALL.— May  I  ask.  Sir,  as  a  point  of 
order,  whether,  when  that  question  is  disposed  of, 
I  shall  be  entitled,  as  mover  of  the  main  motion, 
to  speak  again  in  reply,  if  I  speak  now  to  the 
amendment  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — You  will  not  be  able  to 
do  eo. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — With  all  deference  to 
you.  Sir,  I  understood  that,  when  an  amendment 
was  disposed  of,  an  honorable  member  was  in 
exactly  the  same  position  as  he  was  before  it  was 
put  —  that  is  to  say,  that  my  honorable  friend 
could  speak  now,  and  then  in  reply  on  the  main 
question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — If  the  honorable  member 
speaks  to  the  amendment,  he  has  forfeited  his 
right  to  reply. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  submit  that  any  honor- 
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able  member  speaking  to  tbe  original  question 
can  speak  again  to  an  amendment,  and,  when  that 
is  disposed  of,  if  he  is  the  mover  of  the  main 
question,  ho  can  sum  up  in  reply. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  would  give  the  honor- 
able gentleman  an  opportunity  of  making  three 
speeches. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  maj  be,  Sir;  but  I 
submit  that  it  has  been  our  practice. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  gentleman  is 
mistaken.  The  Speakers  of  this  House  have 
always  ruled  that,  if  an  honorable  member  moves 
a  motion,  and  then  speaks  to  an  amendment  to 
that  motion,  he  forfeits  his  right  of  reply. 

Mr.  HALL. — Perhaps,  by  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  I  may  be  allowed  to  moke  a  statement 
explanatory  of  the  position  which  the  Government 
have  taken  up  in  this  matter.  I  think  it  would 
be  convenient  that,  before  the  debate  goes  further, 
I  should,  in  a  few  words,  explain  the  position.  In 
order  to  do  so,  I  shall  have  to  read  a  letter  written 
to  me  by  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers, and  my  reply.  I  presume  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  not  object,  as  the  letters  may  be 
considered  public  property.  I  will  avoid  argu- 
ment, and  will  merely  state  facts  to  the  House. 
The  position  we  have  taken  up  is  that,  before 
the  House  entertains  or  decides  the  question 
of  no-confidence,  we  should  have  a  reasonable 
opportunity  of  bringing  before  it  our  policy.  The 
earliest  possible  period  at  which  my  honorable 
colleague  the  Native  Minister  can  make  his 
Statement  is  Friday  evening.  Having  said  so 
much,  I  will  read  the  letter  I  received  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  is  said  to  be  the  leader 
of  tbe  Opposition — although  this  seems  doubtful, 
because  one  receives  proposals  from  so  many 
honorable  gentlemen  opposite  that  it  is  difficult 
to  say  who  is  their  leader.  However,  for  this 
purpose  I  suppose  he  must  be  looked  upon  as 
the  leader.    The  letter  is  as  follows : — 

"  18th  October,  1879. 

"  Deab  Sib, — Will  you  be  good  enough  to  in- 
form me  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  place  my  motion  of  want  of  confi- 
dence on  the  Order  Paper  so  that  it  may  come 
on  for  discussion  to-morrow  (Tussday),  in  accord- 
ance with  the  will  of  the  House,  as  expressed  by 
its  vote  on  Friday  last  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

"  J.  Macandbew. 

"  The  Hon.  John  Hall,  &c." 

To  that  I  sent  the  following  reply  : — 

"  Government  Buildings, 
"  Wellington,  13th  October,  1879. 

**  Deab  Sib, — My  colleagues  and  mjself  con- 
sider it  would  be  unconstitutional  for  the  House 
to  entertain  a  motion  of  no-confidence  in  a  Go- 
vernment until  it  has  had  a  reasonable  oppor- 
tunity of  placing  its  policy  before  the  country. 
We  cannot,  therefore,  agree  to  your  suggestion  to 
take  your  notice  to-morrow. 

•*  If  you  are  willing  to  allow  us  a  reasonable 
time  for  the  above  purpose,  we  shall  then  bo 
ready  to  take  your  motion  as  the  first  Order  on 
some  day  to  be  agreed  upon.  I  trust  you  will 
consider  this  to  be  a  reasonable  compromise. — 
Yours  faithfully,  "  John  Hall. 

"  J.  Macandrew,  Esq.,  M.H.R.,  &c." 
Major  Atkinson 


I  have  received  no  reply  to  that  letter,  and,  in 
consequence,  a  member  of  the  Government  has 
spoken  with  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Mr.  Sheehan),  who  has  given  us  to  understand 
that  he  has  communicated  to  the  members  of 
his  party  the  proposition  which  we  have  made 
— namely,  that,  if  the  Opposition  will  allow  us 
the  present  week  to  bring  forward  our  measures, 
it  being  understood  that  the  Native  Minister  will 
make  his  Statement  on  Friday,  we  shall  agree 
that  on  Tuesday  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  shall 
be  taken  as  the  first  Order  of  the  day.  We  do 
not  ask  the  House  in  any  way  to  indorse  our 
measures  of  policy :  we  merely  ask  tliat  our  Bills 
may  be  advanced  so  as  to  be  before  the  House  and 
the  coimtry.  I  submit  to  honorable  members  of 
independent  and  moderate  views  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House,  that  this  is  a  reasonable  pro- 
posal. I  do  not  want  now  to  argue  the  question, 
but  I  think  honorable  members  must  see  that  the 
position  which  the  Government  have  taken  up  is 
only  reasonable.  That  is  the  proposal  the  Go- 
vernment have  made,  but  we  have  not  received 
any  reply. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Could  not  the  honor- 
able gentleman  arrange  to  take  the  want-of-con- 
fidenco  motion  on  Friday?  It  means  another 
week's  loss  of  time  if  we  put  it  off  till  Tuesday. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  fair  compromise  to  take  the 
motion  on  Friday,  and  I  am  ready  to  agree  to 
that. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  Wo  would  do  so,  if  it  were 
possible ;  but  we  have  to  carry  on  the  ordinary 
work  of  the  Government,  and  that  occupies  ua 
from  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  two  o'clock 
next  morning,  day  after  day.  It  is  therefore  im- 
possible for  my  honorable  colleague  to  make  his 
Statement  at  an  earlier  period  than  on  Friday 
night. 

Mr.  MoLEAN. — I  should  also  like  to  point  out 
to  the  honorable  gentleman,  when  ho  asks  the 
House  to  take  his  motion  on  Friday,  that  we  have 
to  proceed  to  consider  the  election  petitions  at 
three  o'clock  on  that  afternoon,  and  that  will 
break  into  the  day.  The  proposal  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  so  very  reasonable  that  I  am  perfectly 
sure  all  the  independent  members  of  the  House 
will  agree  to  it,  and  will  not  submit  to  be  led  by 
those  who,  I  must  say,  show  such  indecent  haste 
in  trying  to  force  this  want-of-confidence  motion 
before  the  House.  I  do  not  at  all  see  that,  even 
if  they  manage  to  do  so,  they  will  find  themselves 
in  the  position  in  which  they  expect  to  be  ;  and, 
when  they  do  get  it  on,  they  will  very  probably 
be  sorry  that  they  did  so.  They  have  been 
getting,  as  they  think,  recruits  from  this  side  of 
the  House,  and  certainly  we  know  of  two.  With 
regard  to  one  of  them  we  have  expressed  no 
surprise,  because  we  know  it  is  an  ordinary  thing 
for  him  to  turn  political  somersaults ;  but,  with 
regard  to  another 

Mr.  HISLOP. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Sir. 
Is  it  competent  to  the  honorable  member  to  anti- 
cipate the  debate  on  the  no-confidence  motion? 

Mr.  SPEAEJSR.—I  was  not  for  the  moment 
paying  particular  attention  to  what  the  honor- 
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able  member  wa«  sajing ;  but  I  think  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  anticipate  the  debate  that 
may  arise  on  a  motion  which  has  not  yet  come 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  MURRAY.— Speaking  to  the  point  of 
order,  I  think  the  honorable  member  who  has 
just  raised  this  objection  has  gone  much  further 
in  anticipating  the  debate  on  the  no-confidence 
motion  and  departing  from  the  subject  before 
the  House  than  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  for 
"Waitaki  was  speaking  ou  the  Bill  which  was 
before  the  House  last  night,  not  on  this  question. 

Mr.  HISLOP.  —  I  have  not  spoken  on  this 
question. 

Mr.  McLean.  —  I  was  proceeding  to  show 
that,  although  they  had  got  one  or  two  members 
OTcr  to  their  side,  there  are  honorable  gentlemen 
on  that  side  who  are  perfectly  free  to  act  as  they 
think  fit  —  in  point  of  fact,  to  go  to  whichever 
side  of  the  House  they  please.  I  very  much  mis- 
judge those  honorable  gentlemen  if  tliey  allow 
themselyes  to  be  led  away  by  those  who  seek, 
with  indecent  haste,  to  get  upon  the  G-OTemmcnt 
benches  again,  and  to  wliom  I  say  it  is  life  or 
death  to  get  on  those  benches  agam  as  speedily 
as  possible.  However,  I  do  not  wish  to  keep 
up  this  debate  now,  as  there  is  a  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Clive  on  the  Order  Paper 
which  I  should  like  to  see  brought  on.  I  will 
therefore  take  another  opportunity  at  an  early 
period  this  session  to  review  the  conduct  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  should  like  to  ask  the  Premier 
if  he  does  not  think  that  the  Statement  of  the 
Native  Minister  might  be  made  during  the  debate 
on  the  no-confidence  motion,  so  saving  time. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  desire  of  both  sides  of 
the  House  to  bring  matters  to  an  issue  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  get  through  the  important  busi- 
ness which  we  have  before  us.  Why,  then, 
might  not  the  Native  Minister  make  his  State- 
ment during  the  debate  ?  I  feel  perfectly  sure 
that,  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  taken  that 
course,  instead  of  making  his  Statement  last 
night,  it  would  have  had  quite  as  much  efiect, 
and  we  should  have  avoided  some  hours  of  dis- 
cussion on  that  Statement.  I  throw  this  sugges- 
tion out  to  the  Premier,  who  must  be  as  anxious 
to  expedite  business  as  we  are  on  this  side  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — As  one  of  the  independent 
members  alluded  to  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti,  I  should  like  to  express  my  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  delay  that  has  taken  place  in 
getting  on  witli  the  business.  I  am  simply  dis- 
gusted, when  I  come  here  to  work  and  do  what 
good  I  can  for  the  country,  to  find  that  we  are 
kept  from  day  to  day  talking  and  talking,  and 
doing  no  work — to  find  that,  although  we  have 
been  now  three  weeks  here,  we  are  still  in  just 
the  same  position  that  we  were  in  when  we  first 
met.  There  has  not  been  a  single  day's  work 
done,  and  now  we  are  asked  to  waste  another 
week.  The  Government  know  full  well  that  all 
ibey  ore  doing  now  is  waste  of  time.  Although 
they  are  interviewed  day  by  day,  and  urged  to 


get  on,  and  although  they  keep  on  tinkering 
with  measures  that  do  not  belong  to  them,  they 
know  quite  well  that  they  have  not  got  a  majority 
to  support  them.  Let  them  face  the  position  at 
once.  It  would  be  a  much  more  business-like  way 
to  have  this  want-of-confidence  motion  brought 
forward  at  once,  and  then  let  us  go  to  the  real 
business  we  have  to  do.  I  may  say  that  I,  as  an 
independent  member,  am  not  going  to  give  party 
votes  time  after  time,  and  neglect  my  duty  as 
a  private  member ;  because  such  a  course  of  action 
would  bo  injurious  to  the  country.  Why  do  not 
those  honorable  gentlemen  at  the  head  of  the 
Gk)vemment  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  majority? 
The  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  speaks  of 
its  being  a  matter  of  life  or  death  to  honorable 
gentlemen  from  this  side  to  get  on  those  benches 
again,  and  says  that  when  they  were  in  the  Go- 
vernment they  clung  closely  to  those  benches ;  but 
there  is  no  record  before  the  House  that  they  re- 
fused to  accept  a  no-confidence  vote  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a  session,  or  that,  when  they  found  them- 
selves in  a  minority,  they  did  not  at  once  resi^. 
That  being  the  case,  I  suggest  that  we  go  on  with 
private  business.  On  Friday  we  shall  have  the 
Statement  from  the  Native  Minister;  and  on 
Tuesday  next  let  us  have  the  no-confidence  vote. 
During  that  time,  the  Committee  asked  for  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Clive  will  be  sitting. 
While  waiting  for  these  things,  this  debate  wul 
be  prolonged,  so  that  I  look  forward  to  next  week 
being  lost  before  the  no-confidence  vote  is  brought 
to  a  conclusion.  After  that,  if  the  party  on  our 
side  are  successful,  they  will  want  a  few  days  to 
repair  the  damage  done  by  the  gentlemen  now 
occupying  the  Government  benches ;  so  that  you 
may  say  there  will  be  a  fortnight  lost.  Having 
these  facts  before  us,  I  say  it  is  incumbent  upon 
all  members  of  the  House  like  myself  to  take  up 
this  position :  Seeing  that  it  is  a  waste  of  time 
to  attempt  to  go  on  with  the  business  of  the 
Government  at  the  present  time,  we  had  better 
stop  all  business  and  bring  the  matter  to  an  issue. 
That  is  the  position  I  take  up  as  an  independent 
member  in  this  House,  and  I  trust  other  indepen- 
dent members  will  take  the  same  step. 

Mr.  PITT. — As  one  of  the  new  members  of 
the  House,  I  think  I  may  be  acquitted  of  having 
taken  up  much  time  in  the  House  during  recent 
discussions.  But  I  do  not  admit  that  these  dis- 
cussions have  been  profitless.  We  have  achieved 
one  event  since  this  House  met  which  I  do  not 
think  has  been  dearly  purchased,  even  if  it  had 
taken  up  the  whole  time  which  has  elapsed  since 
the  House  met.  I  mean  the  displacement  of  the 
late  Government.  That  is  an  event  in  the  his- 
toiT  of  this  colony  which  I,  for  one,  rejoice  at,  and 
I  do  not  think  the  time  has  been  wasted  which 
has  been  occupied  in  achieving  it.  But  I  hope 
that  no  more  time  will  be  wasted  in  reference  to 
these  measures,  and  I  would  appeal  to  the  young 
members  who  like  myself  were  returned  to  this 
House  pledged  to  carry  out  what  have  been  styled 
those  "liberal"  measures,  to  go  on  with  them, 
to  protest  against  this  waste  of  time,  and  to  pro- 
test against  their  being  imperilled  by  any  further 
postponement.  These  measures  we  have  been  re- 
turned here  pledged  to  our  constituents  to  pass, 
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and  we  believe  the  country  is  anxious  to  hare 
them ;  and  I  appeal  to  honorable  members  to  rise 
above  all  party  considerations,  and  unite,  as  I 
think  we  may  all  unite,  on  common  ground  to 
pass  these  measures  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Party  ties  are  all  very  well,  but  consideration 
for  the  interests  of  the  country  should,  I  think, 
be  paramount ;  and  I  think  these  are  times  when 
those  party  ties  should  not  bo  held  to  be  bind- 
ing— at  all  events,  not  binding  to  this  extent, 
that  they  are  to  be  mere  instruments  of  what 
can  be  styled  nothing  more  or  less  than  factious 
opposition  to  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  the 
country.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  only  a  question  of 
who  is  to  have  the  credit  of  passing  the  measures 
to  which  I  refer.  The  present  Opposition  seems 
to  be  jealous  of  the  Government  taking  the  car- 
riage of  these  Bills  through  the  House.  If  the 
patriotic  spirit  referred  to  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  East  exists  in  this  House, 
I  ask  honorable  members  possessing  it  to  unite 
and  have  them  passed  as  speedily  as  possible. 
We  have  had  a  warning  in  reference  to  the 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill.  On  Friday  evening 
last  we  had  an  opportunity  of  passing  it,  and, 
if  honorable  members  had  taken  the  course  I 
now  ask  them  to  take,  that  Bill  would  have  gone 
through  this  House,  and  by  this  time  would  have 
reached  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I 
would  ask.  Where  is  that  Bill  now  ?  If  honor- 
able members  refer  to  the  Order  Paper  they 
will  see  that,  in  addition  to  being  behind  all 
those  fifty-one  notices  of  motion,  it  is  down  to 
No.  21  among  the  Orders  of  the  day.  Good- 
ness knows  when  we  shall  come  to  it  again.  The 
question  whether  or  not  the  present  Gbvernment 
have  the  confidence  of  the  House  does  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  wrapped  up  in  these  measures.  We 
were  returned  to  pass  them ;  and  our  duty  to 
our  constituents  and  the  country,  if  we  are  sin- 
cere and  in  earnest,  is  to  have  them  put  on 
the  Statute  Book  as  speedily  as  possible.  For 
these  reasons,  I  hope  honorable  members  will 
not  interfere  further  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
these  measures  through  this  House,  and  then 
wo  can  all  unite  to  have  them  passed  as  speedily 
as  possible. 

Mr.  MURRAY.  — I  do  not  wish  to  address 
myself  to  the  proposal  now  before  the  House  so 
much  as  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  what  I  con- 
sider is  the  unfortunate  position  taken  upby  the 
gentlemen  who  formed  the  late  Ministry.  We  have 
met  here  as  representatives  of  the  people,  to  do 
the  work  of  the  country,  and  I  would  ask  them 
to  do  it,  instead  of  offering  factious  opposition. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  any  delay  in  the  busi- 
ness. There  is  any  amount  of  private  business 
on  the  Order  Paper,  which  is  of  quite  as  much 
importance  to  the  country  as  what  is  called  Go- 
vernment business.  This  is  a  private  members' 
day,  and  I  submit  that  both  sides  of  the  House 
should  agree  to  accord  to  private  members  two 
days  a  week  for  their  business.  Then  let  the 
Statement  on  Native  Affairs  be  taken  on  Friday, 
as  suggested  by  the  Premier.  It  would  save  a 
great  deal  of  unkind  feeling  if  honorable  members 
would  accept  with  a  good  grace  what  is  inevitable, 
and  agree  that  the  debate  shftll  take  place  on 
Mr.  JPiH 


Tuesday.  I  think  the  honorable  member  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  stated  the  position  very 
fairly,  and  I  am  sorry  his  advances  were  not  met 
in  the  same  spirit  in  which  they  were  made.  I 
trust  that  those  gentlemen  who,  like  myself,  are 
impartial  and  independent,  and  determined  to  do 
what  is  right,  will  not  sacrifice  principle  to  per- 
sonal and  party  considerations,  but  will  see  fair- 
play  and  justice  given  to  both  sides. 

Mr.  KELLY. — It  appears  to  me  that  a  reason- 
able proposition  was  made  by  the  Government, 
when  they  proposed  to  take  the  motion  of  want 
of  confidence  on  Tuesday.  The  other  side  want 
Friday,  so  that  there  is  no  very  great  difference 
between  the  two  parties.  I  think  the  matter 
might  be  settled  by  adjourning  until  half-past 
seven  this  evening,  and  the  question  considered  of 
bringing  on  the  motion  on  Monday  at  half-past 
seven  ;  and- 1  would  therefore  suggest  that  the 
debate  be  adjourned  until  that  time,  to  enable 
the  leaders  on  both  sides  to  meet  and  confer,  so 
that  the  melancholy  spectacle  now  presented  to 
the  country  of  blocked  business  be  put  an  end  to. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  am  astonished  that  we 
have  had  no  communication  from  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  with  reference  to  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier  and  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth.  I  do  not  think 
the  House  has  quite  considered  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  '*  the  previous  question,"  if  carried.  It 
simply  amounts  to  this :  that  we  should  go  on 
then  to  the  next  notice — leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill — 
and  the  same  decision  would  be  repeated  upon 
that  Bill,  and  so  on  upon  all  the 'other  Bills,  the 
consequence  being  that  the  whole  of  to-day  would 
be  entirely  wasted.  The  whole  of  to-morrow  will 
also  be  wasted.  That  is  entirely  carrying  out  the 
intention  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Mr.  Sheehan),  who  declared  that  he  would  ob- 
struct all  the  Bills,  one  by  one,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  business  being  done  before  the  want- 
of -confidence  motion  is  considered.  The  conse- 
quence of  that  clearly  will  be  that  the  whole  of 
this  week  will  be  absolutely  wasted,  without  any 
business  being  done.  If  honorable  gentlemen  on 
the  other  siae  of  the  House  would  accept  the 
exceedingly  reasonable  proposition  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  take  Tuesday  next  for  the  want-of-con- 
fidence  motion,  in  the  meantime  permitting  the 
Qt)vemment  to  bring  forward  their  measures, 
and  the  Native  Minister  to  make  his  Statement, 
we  could  get  through  all  the  private  business 
at  present  on  the  Order  Paper  probably  in  the 
course  of  to-day  and  to-morrow,  and  also  advance 
those  Liberal  measures  a  certain  stage,  so  as  to 
keep  them  in  the  first  rank  of  the  business  on  the 
Paper.  Whatever  G-ovemment  is  in  office  will 
have  to  bring  forward  those  measures,  and  it 
would  therefore  be  an  advantage,  in  any  event,  to 
have  them  advanced  a  stage.  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  should 
be  so  determined  to  absolutely  block  the  way  of 
business.  I  look  upon  the  matrter  from  a  per- 
fectly impartial  point  of  view,  and  I  fail  to  see 
the  object  of  the  obstinate  obstruction  of  business 
which  honorable  gentlemen  are  displaying.  For 
my  part,  I  am  as  grieved  as  any  member  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


Qualification  of 


[HOUSE.] 


JBlecfors  Bill, 


269 


House  at  the  waste  of  time  which  is  going  on, 
hut,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  it 
arises  entirely  from  this  obstinate  obstruction  of 
business.  The  honorable  gentlemen  could  gain 
their  object  quite  as  well,  and  at  the  same  time 
aSbrd  an  opportunity  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
business.  I  have  business  on  the  Order  Paper, 
and  eyery  other  member  has  something  he  wishes 
to  get  paned ;  but  the  moment  any  (^yemment 
business  comes  up  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  raises  a  motion  which  puts  a  stop  to  any- 
thing being  done.  I  say  that  that  is  not  right, 
and  the  House  might  just  as  well  accept  the  pro- 
posal of  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Goyemment.  When  a  Minister  makes  a 
statement  sach  as  that  made  by  the  Premier  to 
the  House,  he  is  entitled  to  some  answer  from 
the  other  side ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman 
leading  the  Opposition  gaye  no  answer  what- 
ertr.  When  the  honorable  gentleman  made 
his  proposal  they  remained  silent  and  allowed 
the  question  to  be  put.  I  do  not  see  why  there 
should  be  any  objection  to  the  postponement  of 
the  no-confidence  motion  until  Tuesday.  There 
would  be  no  loss  of  time.  It  would  expedite 
matters  if  the  Opposition  were  to  accede  at  once 
to  the  proposal  of  the  G-oyernment.  I  presume 
the  honorable  gentlemen  do  not  wish  to  debar  the 
Natiye  Minister  from  making  his  Statement  on 
Natiye  Affairs.  I  do  not  beTieve  the  debate  on 
the  no-confidence  motion  will  be  a  long  one.  It 
would  be  desirable  that  the  debate  &ould  be 
brought  to  a  conclusion  as  soon  as  possible,  in 
order  that  we  may  see  how  we  are  going  to  get 
out  of  the  trouble  we  are  in.  Do  honorable 
gentlemen  opposite  say  that,  should  the  want-of- 
oonfidence  motion  be  carried,  business  will  then 
go  on  smoothly,  and  that  no  disputes  will  occur  ? 
Why,  there  will  be  a  perfect  pandemonium  in 
this  House,  and  I  look  forward  to  as  extra- 
ordinary a  state  of  afiairs  as  eyer  was  witnessed 
in  this  House.  On  Tuesday  the  Government 
will  be  prepared  to  take  a  yote  on  the  want-of- 
confidence  motion,  and  will  either  retire  or  re- 
main in  office  as  they  may  determine.  In  the 
interest  of  eyery  member  of  the  House,  and  in 
the  interest  of  the  whole  country,  I  do  trust 
honorable  members  will  withdraw  this  dogged 
obstruction,  take  the  debate  on  the  want-of- 
eonfidence  motion  next  week,  and  allow  private 
members  a  chance  of  getting  on  with  their  mea- 
sures. In  a  similar  state  of  affiiirs  in  the  session 
of  1877  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
from  his  seat  on  the  Government  benches,  begged 
honorable  members  not  to  obstruct  the  progress 
of  private  business.  Ho  said,  "  Let  private  busi- 
ness go  on,  and  take  the  want-of-confidence 
motion  afterwards."  That  request  was  well  re- 
ceived 1^  the  House.  I  do  hope  that  the  leaders 
of  the  Opposition  will  recollect  that  they  them- 
selves have  been  placed  in  a  similar  position,  and 
that  they  will  accede  to  the  proposal  of  the 
Premier  to  take  the  want*of-confidence  motion 
on  Tuesday.  In  the  meantime  we  can  clear  the 
Order  Paper  of  the  private  business. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— For  the  same  reason  given 
by  the  honorable  member  for  G^raldine  why 
Ihe  House  should  take  one  course,  I  think  that 
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exactly  the  opposite  ought  to  be  adopted.  In 
the  interest  of  members  of  this  House,  and  in  the 
interest  of  the  country,  the  sooner  this  question 
is  settled  the  better.  The  honorable  member 
tells  us  that  he  tried  to  look  at  this  matter  as 
impartially  as  he  could,  and,  having  done  so,  he 
has  arrived  at  a  certain  conclusion.  I  believe  he 
has  done  so  with  the  best  intention,  but  in  this 
case  he  had  formed  a  foregone  conolusion  in  his 
mind,  and,  however  much  he  tried  to  disturb  that 
conclusion,  he  found  it  impossible  to  do  so.  He 
thinks  that  the  business  of  the  country  is  being 
impeded  because  of  the  motion  just  made.  I 
think  honorable  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  claim  at  least  as  great  a  desire  to  facilitate 
the  business  of  the  country  as  the  honorable 
gentleman.  Wo  recognise  that  in  the  present 
position  of  affairs  the  question'of  want  of  con- 
fidence should  be  disposed  of  at  once  by  a  prompt 
and  distinct  vote.  Nothing  else  will  settle  the 
question  but  a  prompt  and  distinct  vote.  The 
honorable  gentleman  thinks  that  the  proposal  of 
"  the  previous  question,"  if  carried,  will  block  all 
private  business.  I  apprehend  that  the  suggestion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  is  the  correct 
one.  Let  the  motion  be  passed,  and  immediately 
take  up  private  business.  Let  Gt>vemmcnt  busi- 
ness go  by  for  the  present.  Let  the  first  division 
apply  to  the  other  proposals  of  the  Government. 
However  much  honorable  members  may  desire  to 
get  on  with  the  business,  it  cannot  be  attended  to 
so  long  as  this  motion  of  want  of  confidence  is 
left  undisposed-of.  I  think  honorable  members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  recognize  that.  We 
should  recognize  this,  also :  that,  whether  the 
Native  Minister  will  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  forward  his  Statement  or  not,  he 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward 
whatever  he  pleases  as  a  private  member  of  the 
House.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  how  the 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  will  go,  nor,  personally, 
do  I  care  much  ;  but  I  say  that  the  matter  should 
be  disposed  of  at  once,  and  that  we  should  pro- 
ceed to  business.  It  ought  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that,  in  voting  for  "  the  previous  question," 
we  do  not  destroy  any  of  the  Bills  that  appear  on 
the  Order  Paper,  or  of  which  notice  has  been 
given,  nor,  indeed,  impede  them.  Honorable 
gentlemen  seem  to  think  that,  because  certain  pro- 
posals have  been  put  in  writing  and  not  acceded 
to,  further  correspondence  ought  to  take  place  on 
the  matter,  and  that  then  it  could  be  settled  on 
the  fioor  of  the  House  iu  two  or  three  moments. 
If  the  Ministry  feel  that  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  is  worthy 
of  consideration,  why  should  they  not  at  once  agree 
to  a  compromise  to  have  the  matter  settled  on 
Friday  ?  In  such  case,  we  could  go  on  with  the 
private  business  at  once.  The  honorable  member 
for  Geraldine  tells  us  that,  if  this  motion  of  no- 
confidence  is  carried  against  the  Government, 
and  they  are  turned  out  of  office,  a  perfect  pan- 
demonium will  ensue.  I  trust  that  is  not  meant 
as  a  threat  as  to  the  course  of  conduct  that  will 
be  pursued  by  that  honorable  gentleman  in  this 
House  should  the  motion  be  carried.  If  it 
should  be  the  intention  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  indulge  in  any  antics  tending  towards  a 
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pandemonium,  I  hope  he  will  remember  that 
there  is  a  Speaker  in  the  chair  wlio  will  protect 
the  dignity  of  this  House.  I  will  only  repeat 
that,  in  voting  for  the  prerioiiB  question  moved 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr. 
Sheehan),  we  are  really  bringing  the  business  of 
the  country  to  a  focus ;  wc  are  bringing  the 
matter  up  to  a  distinct  point,  where  it  must  be 
settled.  Until  that  point  has  been  reached  and 
that  matter  has  been  settled  it  is  utterly  impos- 
sible that  we  can  get  on  with  the  business  of  the 
country.  I  do  trust  the  motion  will  be  passed 
without  any  further  delay. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.  —  I  take  the  same 
extremely  impartial  view  of  the  question  that 
most  honorable  members  are  taking.  I  really 
think  the  GoTernment  should  not  throw  any 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  acceding  to  the  request 
made.  They  told  us  that  they  wanted  an  oppor- 
tunity to  place  their  policy  before  the  House  and 
the  country.  They  Iiave  had  tliat  opportunity, 
and  they  have  taken  the  opportunity.  Here  are 
their  Bills,  not  only  on  llie  Order  Paper,  but  most 
of  them  are  in  print.  And  to  show  my  extreme 
impartiality,  I  will  simply  say  that,  as  regards  the 
first  Bill— the  Electoral  Bill— I  think  it  is  far 
superior  in  every  possible  way  to  the  Bill  which 
was  placed  on  the  table  of  the  House  by  the  late 
Government  the  session  before  last.  That  Bill 
was  full  of  all  sorts  of  fanciful  provisions,  which 
no  one  could  understand :  it  was  impossible  to 
see  how  the  measure  could  operate.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  Bill  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
placed  before  the  House  is  clear  aiid  simple,  and 
recognizes  the  principle  that  every  jnan  who  is 
called  upon  to  obey  the  law  and  to  pay  the  taxes 
has  a  right  to  a  voice  in  the  election  of  those 
who  make  the  laws  and  impose  the  taxes.  They 
have  put  that  policy  of  theirs  before  the  House 
and  the  country.  What  more  do  they  want  ? 
Do  they  want  it  carried  ?  What  could  they  wish 
for,  more  than  to  have  their  Bills  put  before  the 
House  and  the  country  ?  After  all,  their  Bills  are 
simply  the  Bills  of  the  late  Government.  They 
may  be  somewhat  modified  in  detail,  and  under 
the  present  circumstances  those  Bills  would  have 
had  to  be  modified  by  the  late  Government. 
They  simply  say  that  they  are  ready  to  adopt 
the  policy  of  the  late  Government  as  the  Liberul 
policy.  With  regard  to  finance,  it  was  said  that 
was  most  important.  We  did  everything  we 
possibly  could  to  facilitate  the  honorable  mem- 
ber in  brin;:^inj;  forward  the  Statement  he  pro- 
posed to  mako  iMst  night.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man says  thai,  they  want  to  place  their  policy 
before  the  Hou  <\  There  was  no  policy  placed 
before  the  House  lust  night  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer. He  told  us  that  he  was  simply  making 
a  Financial  Statimont.  It  was  a  Statement 
that  could  have  been  made  in  five  minutes,  and 
would  have  answered  just  as  well  in  the  want-of- 
confiJtnce  debate  as  in  the  more  formal  manner 
in  v.hich  he  brought  it  forward.  There  is  no 
doubt,  whatever  about  one  thing,  that,  unless  the 
Govt  r  iiicnt  has  the  support  of  a  majority  in  this 
House,  it  id  quite  impracticable  that  Imsinese  of 
any  sort  can  be  carried  on.  Honorable  members 
fancy  that  private  business  can  go  on  after  this 
Mr.  Speight 


question  has  been  settled.  There  is  tcaroely  a 
private  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper  that  does  not 
affect  our  policy  and  our  finance  in  some  way 
or  other,  and  the  House  will  demand  that  the 
Government  shall  lead  it  in  considering  those 
measures.  How  can  the  House  be  led  by  a 
Government  that  has  not  the  confidence  of  the 
House  ?  It  is  not  the  slightest  use.  You  may 
advance  these  measures  a  stage  or  two,  in  the 
course  of  a  week  or  ten  days  there  may  be  a 
Government  on  those  benches  holding  entirely 
difi*erent  views,  and  what  you  have  done  may 
have  to  be  done  over  again.  Honorable  gentle- 
men  may  say,  Let  the  House  proceed  with  the 
first  Order  of  the  day,  tlie  Auckland  Harbour 
Foreshore  Sale  Bill.  Well,  that  is  a  measure  in- 
volving a  question  of  policy,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  say  what  course  the  Government  might  think 
it  advisable  to  take  in  regard  to  it.  They  would 
have  to  look  into  what  had  been  done  before, 
and  into  the  possible  operation  of  the  Bill.  We 
should  like  the  Government  to  guide  the  House 
as  to  the  course  it  should  take  in  the  matter. 
Unless  the  House  has  confidence  in  the  (Jovem- 
ment,  and  knows  that  the  Government  is  likely 
to  be  a  stable  Government,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  use  in  going  on  with  the  business.  Then, 
with  regard  to  the  notices  of  motion  now  on  the 
Order  Paper,  it  is  possible  that  the  House  might 
consider  one  or  two  of  these  motions.  But  her© 
is  Motion  No.  3 :  "  Major  Te  Wheoro  to  move, 
That  Crown  grants  be  issued  for  those  lands 
which  have  been  returned  to  the  Maoris  by  the 
Government."  There  you  have  got  the  whole 
Native  poUcy  of  the  Government  opened  up  at 
once.  What  is  the  use  of  discussing  such  a 
question  as  that,  when  you  may  see  another  Na- 
tive Minister  occupying  those  benches  in  a  week 
or  two  ?  The  only  point  that  appears  to  me  to 
be  left  is  the  Statement  of  the  Native  Minister, 
which  is  to  be  made  some  time  or  other.  I  really 
do  not  see  much  use  in  an  exposition  of  the 
Native  policy  of  the  Government.  What  does  it 
amount  to  ?  I  really  do  not  know.  Probabl?  the 
main  feature  will  be  a  financial  one.  Well,  we 
had  that  a  few  days  ago,  from  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  who  told  us  precisely 
what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  told  us  yesterday, 
that  the  vote  had  been  very  considerably  ex- 
ceeded. I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  more 
to  bo  said  about  that.  But,  if  the  Native  Minis- 
ter is  going  into  all  sorts  of  questions  of  peace 
or  war,  what  is  the  use  of  doing  so,  unless  the 
Government  first  of  all  assert  their  position  in 
this  House?  When  they  have  done  that,  and 
secured  a  majority,  then  we  can  listen  not  only 
with  pleasure,  as  we  always  do,  to  the  Native 
Minister,  but  with  a  knowledge  that  we  are  actu- 
ally doing  business.  But,  as  it  is  now,  we  shall 
simply  listen,  and,  no  doubt,  be  very  charmed  by 
what  he  says  j  we  shall  hear  his  views, — ^but  who 
cares  about  his  views,  unless  we  know  that  they 
are  supported  by  a  majority  of  this  House,  and 
will  become  the  practiad  policy  of  the  country  ? 
1  do  not  see  that  wo  can  go  on  with  any  real 
business  until  thi«  question  is  actually  settled. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.  —  I  will  not  detain  the 
House  very  long,  but  perhaps  I  may  be  aUowe4 
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to  Bay  a  few  words  on  this  question.  I  am  going 
to  follow  the  example  of  my  friends  opposite,  and 
intend  to  offer  a  little  advice.  That  has  been  the 
course  all  round  ;  the  honorable  gentlemen  oppo- 
site are  so  exceedingly  fraternal  in  their  feeling 
towards  the  Gh)Temment  that  they  cannot  refrain 
from  giTing  their  adyice.  Now,  my  advice  will 
oome  from  their  own  side,  and  it  is  that,  whether 
the  debate  on  the  want-of-confidence  motion 
eomes  on  on  Tuesday  next,  or  Tuesday  week,  or 
Tuesday  fortnight,  they  will  make  it  a  point  to 
place  their  measures  as  a  record  on  the  table  of 
the  House.  It  is  nonsense  to  tell  us  that,  by 
having  them  on  the  Order  Paper,  or  by  having 
them  even  in  print  in  an  unofficial  way,  they  are 
brought  in  any  sense  before  the  House  or  the 
country ;  and  I  trust  my  honorable  friends  on 
the  GoTernment  benches  will  resist  in  every  pos- 
sible way  any  attempt  to  prevent  them  from 
putting  these  measures  in  an  official  form  before 
the  House.  With  regard  to  the  tactics  adopted 
by  the  Opposition,  I  say  advisedly  that  during 
the  last  hundred  years  they  are  entirely  unprece- 
dented. I  say  that  very  deliberately,  and  after 
haying  looked  into  the  matter  with  some  degree 
of  care.  In  the  Home-country,  which,  after  all,  is 
the  precedent  we  are  bound  to  follow,  it  has  been 
invariably  the  case  that,  even  when  a  Ministry 
has  resigned — having  still  a  small  majority  in  the 
House  of  Commons — it  has  given  ita  opponents 
ample  time  to  mature  their  measures  and  to  lay 
them  before  the  country.  And  on  one  memor- 
able occasion — I  think,  in  the  year  1866— when 
Lord  Derby  came  into  power,  he  had  only  one- 
third  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  his  favour 
and  two-thirds  opposed  to  him.  Although  the 
Queen  had  recommended  the  then  Ministers 
not  to  resign,  the  Conservative  Gh)vemment 
were  installed  in  power.  They  remained  in  office 
until  it  suited  tneir  own  convenience  to  hare 
a  dissolution  —  in  the  autumn  of  1868,  —  and, 
except  towards  the  end  of  the  term,  at  no 
time  during  their  term  of  office  were  they  dis- 
turbed by  factious  opposition  or  by  any  advsrse 
motion.  Gentlemen  in  this  House  who  call  them- 
selves Liberals  might,  I  think,  take  a  lesson  from 
that.  The  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
that  occasion  were  Liberals ;  the  majority  of  the 
House  had  set  their  minds  upon  great  liberal 
measures ;  and  yet  they  allowed  their  opponents 
to  go  on  with  the  business  of  the  country  undis- 
torbed.  The  Government  now  in  office  here  do 
not  ask  to  be  left  in  power.  They  ask  to  be 
judged  by  their  measures ;  and  I  think  this  House 
will  not  be  true  to  its  trust  if  it  does  not  give 
them  time  to  develop  those  measures  and  lay 
them  fairly  and  fully  before  the  country;  and 
more  particularly  on  this  ground  :  that  our  oppo- 
nents conio  into  this  House  pretending  to  be 
liberals.  We  on  this  side  of  the  House  accuse 
them  of  being — to  use  an  expression  which,  of 
course,  I  do  not  mean  in  any  sense  offensively — 
wolves  in  sheep's  clothing.  We  say  that  they 
are  not  Liberals  at  all.  We  say  that  they  must 
be  judged  bj  their  measures,  which  hitherto  have 
not  been  framed  in  the  true  spirit  of  Liberalism, 
and  that  the  measures  which  our  friends  on  this 
side  of  the  House  are  introducing,  judged  by  the 


true  principles  of  Liberalism,  will  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  country,  and  be  satisfactory 
to  those  who  send  us  here.  I  say  that,  imder 
the  circumstances,  such  a  reasonable  proposition 
as  that  offered  to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
ought  to  be  accepted  at  once ;  and,  if  it  be  not 
accepted,  I  would  recommend  the  Ministry  to  use 
every  form  of  the  House,  until  those  forms  are 
all  exhausted,  to  remain  iu  their  places  until  they 
have  developed  their  policy.  And  I  would  recom- 
mend them  to  take  their  time.  The  interval 
between  this  and  Tuesday  is  a  very  short  time 
iudee<l  considering  the  business  before  them,  and 
if  it  should  prove  too  short  I  should  throw  the 
blame  upon  the  obstructionists. 

Mr.  SUTTON.— It  seems  to  me  that  the  leaders 
of  the  Opposition  are  very  liberal  indeed,  so  long 
as  they  hold  seats  on  the  Government  benches 
and  have  an  opportunity  of  talking  Liberalism  to 
the  country.  But  immediately  those  honorable 
gentlemen  are  removed  from  the  Government 
benches  their  Liberalism  deserts  them.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  we  should  pass  these  liberal  measures  and 
place  them  upon  the  Statute  Book  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  care  not  one  straw  whether  the 
party  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong 
shoidd  have  the  credit  of  introducing  them,  or 
whether  that  credit  should  devolve  upon  the 
leaders  on  the  other  side.  I  say  they  are  im- 
portant measures,  and  let  us  pass  them.  But  I 
am  one  of  those  who  think  that  the  so-called 
liberal  measures  introduced  by  the  lato  Govern- 
ment were  not  altogether  and  entirely  liberal.  I 
think  that  the  measure  which  we  have  before 
us  now — the  Electoral  Bill—  is  far  more  advanced 
iu  the  way  of  Liberalism  than  any  Bill  which  has 
preceded  it ;  and  I  trust  the  House  will  go  on 
with  these  measures,  and  will,  at  all  events,  read 
them  a  second  time,  to  give  the  Government 
siifficient  time  to  bring  down  their  policy  and 
I  xplain  what  they  intend  to  do.  It  seems  to  me 
iliat  the  opposition  which  we  are  meeting  with 
o:i  the  present  occasion  is  very  uncalled  for.  1 
cannot  shut  out  from  my  mind  the  impression 
i  I  hat  the  motive  which  influences  those  honorable 
gentlemen  opposite  in  the  course  they  are  now 
pursuing  is  a  desire  to  regain  the  seats  they  have 
so  deservedly  lost.  If  they  were  really  anxious 
to  carry  the  liberal  measures  which  they  have  so 
flaunted  before  the  country,  we  should  not  find 
this  factious  opposition.  I  am  not  certain  whether 
the  \ery  full  and  able  Statement  which  we  had 
last  night  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  disclosing 
as  it  did  the  very  serious  and  frightful  state  of 
our  finances,  has  not  so  alarmed  those  honorable 
gentlemen  that  they  are  now  prepared  to  strain 
every  nerve  lest  further  exposures  should  take 
place  in  other  depai-tment^.  We  have  been 
charged  during  this  debate  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  with  having  stolen  the 
clothes  of  the  Opposition.  I  remember  reading 
in  Hansard  that  in  the  session  of  1876  a  Bill  to 
give  manhood  suffrage,  very  nearly  in  the  same 
terms  as  those  in  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  give 
it,  was  introduced  into  this  House  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  who  was  then,  I  think,  a  member  of 
the  Atkinson  Ministry — the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds. 
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I  have  no  doubt  a  good  many  honorable  members 
will  Itcnr  with  a  considerable  amount  of  concern 
and  astoni^ihment  that  among  those  who  opposed 
that  Electoral  Bill  becoming  the  permanent  law 
of  the  land  wa«  the  late  Premier  (Sir  G-.  Grey), 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  and  other 
honorable  members  who  are  now  leading  the  Oppo- 
sition party.  If  they  had  wanted  manhood  sof- 
frago,  Sir,  they  could  have  obtained  it  fiye  years 
ago.  A  Bill  with  that  object  was  laid  on  the 
table  of  this  House;  its  second  reading  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Keynolds,  then  member  for  Bimediu  City  ; 
but  it  was  shelved  on  a  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  that  it  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months.  I  re- 
peat, Sir,  that  those  gentlemen  are  only  Liberals 
■when  it  suits  their  own  purposes.  We  have  heard 
a  great  deal  about  a  redistribution  of  seats  accord- 
ing to  population.  About  three  years  ago  my 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  Kaiapoi  intro- 
duced a  Bill  to  carry  out  a  redistribution  of 
seats ;  and  what  did  we  find  on  that  occasion  ? 
We  found  that  the  same  gentlemen  who  are  now 
so  rabidly  in  favour  of  such  a  measure  were 
then  strong  in  their  opposition  to  it,  and  that 
they  all  voted  against  it.  Some  of  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  are  opposing  the  passage  of 
these  measures  seem  to  be  under  the  impression 
that  the  no-confidence  motion — which,  by-the-by, 
has  got  wonderfully  low  down  on  the  Order  Paper 
— when  it  comes  on  for  debate,  will  only  occupy 
half  an  hour. .  I  think  that  in  all  probability  the 
debate  will  last  for  four  or  five  days — very  likely 
two  or  three  weeks.  It  will  be  incumbent  upon 
those  honorable  gentlemen  who  argue  against  the 
longer  retention  of  the  present  Ministry  in  office 
to  show  why  those  honorable  gentlemen  are  not 
entitled  to  continue  in  their  seats.  It  will  be 
incumbent  upon  them  to  show  that  the  present 
Government  have  not  brought  forward  a  policy 
acceptable  to  the  country,  and  that  they  have 
so  mismanaged  the  afiairs  of  the  country  as  to 
forfeit  its  confidence.  The  position  is  now  very 
different  from  what  it  was  a  month  ago.  We 
have  a  Ministry  scarcely  seated  on  those  benches, 
against  whom  no  act  of  maladministration  can  be 
brought,  and  consisting  of  gentlemen  of  known 
character  in  the  colony  for  many  years  ;  and  I  say 
that  the  country,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  will 
condemn  us  unless  we  give  those  gentlemen  time 
to  bring  in  their  measures,  and  to  lay  before  the 
country  the  pr^osals  which  they  think  ought  to 
be  adopted.  Whether  or  not  the  result  of  this 
debate  he  the  exclusion  from  those  benches  of  the 
gentlemen  who  now  occupy  them,  I  am  certain 
that  the  turmoil  of  the  session  is  only  just  com- 
mencing. I  see  nothing  whatever  in  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  Opposition  to  warrant  me  in 
believing  that  anything  like  a  firm  and  strong 
Gh)vemment  will  be  formed  from  their  side  of 
the  llouse.  I  shall  oppose  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  and  I  shall 
also  do  all  in  my  power  to  assist  the  Government 
in  obtaining  a  fair  hearing  from  this  House  and 
from  the  country. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  should  like  to  say  one 
or  two  words  on  this  question,  and  particularly  in 
reference  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
Mr,  Sutlon 


for  Waitemata,  who  endeavoured  to  oooTinee  this 
House  that  it  would  be  absolutely  impotnUe  for 
the  GoTcmment  to  carry  on  their  measures  mileas 
they  had  a  majority  in  this  House.  Now,  I 
imagine  it  was  during  the  time  the  honoiable 
member  was  in  the  House  that  a  very  remarkable 
example  was  afforded  by  those  honorable  gentle- 
men who  lately  occupied  the  Treasury  benches  of 
the  possibility  of  a  Government  canying  on  not 
only  during  one  session,  but  during  two  sessions, 
without  a  majority  in  this  House;  and,  by  a 
system  which  they  then  taught  us,  I  think  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  present  GK>vermnent,  by 
taking  a  leaf  out  of  their  book,  may  so  avoid 
a  debate  on  the  no-confidence  motion  that  it  will 
be  absolutely  impossible  to  prevent  the  work  of 
the  country  being  carried  on.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  advisable  that  such  a  thing  should  take  pUoe. 
We  on  this  side  of  the  House  hope,  honestly  and 
truthfully,  that  wo  represent  the  constitutional 
party.  We  are  people  who  are  opposed  to  any- 
thing like  factious  opposition.  Such  being  the 
case,  I  think  it  would  be  extremely  injudicious 
for  us  to  treat  this  no-confidence  motion  in  the 
same  way  that  the  no-oonfidence  motion  nick- 
named "  the  baby  "  by  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  was  treated  two 
or  three  sessions  ago,  when  for  many  weeks  that 
motion  was  carefully  kept  down  on  the  Order 
Paper  until  the  session  was  so  far  prolonged  that 
it  was  impossible  to  bring  the  motion  on  at  all. 
I  think  the  Government  would  be  wrong  to  resign 
their  position  until  they  have  placed  their  policy 
before  the  country.  Were  I  on  the  Treatuir 
bench  I  should  distinctly  refuse  to  do  so,  and  I 
should  make  no  apology  whatever.  I  should  say, 
openly  and  straightforwardly,  "  I  am  going  to  do 
it,'*  and  I  should  do  it.  "  Obstruct  me  as  much  as 
you  choose ;  I  do  not  care."  I  believe  that  would 
merit  the  confidence  of  the  House,  and  would 
gain  the  confidence  of  the  people  outside  the 
House.  And  then  think  of  their  ingratitude  to 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G. 
Grey).  All  those  gentlemen  who  sit  on  the 
Opposition  benches  owe  their  position  to  Sir 
George  Grey.  If  it  had  not  been  for  him,  thgr 
would  have  been  absolutely  nowhere  now.  It 
may  be  possible  to  turn  the  present  Ministry  out 
of  their  seats ;  but,  without  their  head,  without 
their  brains,  without  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames,  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  for 
the  honorable  gentlemen  to  hold  their  seats  at  all. 
I  say,  also,  that,  whoever  is  entitled  to  be  called 
the  leader  of  Liberalism,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  is,  for  it  was  he  who  first 
brought  forward  that  cry,  and  I  must  say  the 
honorable  gentlemen  opposite  have  treated  their 
leader  most  ungratefully.  It  has  not  been  my 
lot  to  support  the  honorable  gentleman ;  it  may 
never  be  my  lot  to  do  so;  but,  if  the  present 
Government  is  turned  out,  we  shall  hare  a  Gk>- 
vemment  with  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  at  its  head  ;  and,  much  as  I  should  feel 
myself  incapable  of  following  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames,  I  should  have  much  more 
pleasure  in  doing  that  than  in  supporting  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  because  I 
feel  convinced  there  is  no  real  Liberalism  in  him. 
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The  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton), 
in  speaking  of  the  Qualification  of  Electors  BUI 
of  1875,  forgot  one  important  point,  which  was 
this  :  that,  when  that  Bl)1  was  before  the  House, 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  made  a 
▼igorous  speech  on  the  subject,  which  might  be 
compressed  into  four  words,  which  were,  that 
nobody  wanted  the  Bill.  And  if  he  did  not  want 
the  Bill  then,  he  would  not  want  it  now.  I 
beliere  the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  partj 
are  afraid  of  it.  They  know  that  if  it  goes  to 
its  second  reading  it  will  be  impossible  to  burke 
it  —  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  to  »ay,  as 
in  1876,  that  nobody  wants  the  Bill.  That  may 
be  the  feeling  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  now,  but,  if  he  should  succeed  in 
putting  out  the  present  GoTcmment,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  Premier  of  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment to  say  nobody  wants  the  Bill.  I  therefore 
say  that  it  would  be  extremely  injudicious  to 
d^y  this  measure  any  longer.  The  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  said  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  any  GoTemment  to  carry  on  who  nad 
not  a  minority  in  the  House.  Now,  it  must  be 
patent  to  the  most  partial  observer  that,  even 
supposing  that  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite 
should  succeed  in  getting  on  to  the  Gt)vemment 
benches,  they  can  only  haye  a  majority  of  one. 
I  must  commend  them  for  the  close  attention 
they  pay  to  the  movements  of  honorable  mem- 
bers, and  for  keeping  gentlemen  at  all  the  doors 
of  the  House  to  tick  off  those  members  who  may 
leave  it  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  walk  ;  but  it 
will  bo  impossible  to  keep  up  such  a  strain  for 
weeks  and  months.  Because  we  are  in  a  minority, 
that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  introduce 
these  Bills,  more  particularly  when  we  have  the 
knowledge  that  they  are  not  likely  to  be  intro- 
duced by  the  other  side;  for  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grej)  voted 
against  this  Bill,  or  against  a  Bill  almost  iden- 
tical with  it,  Mr.  Sheehan  voted  against  it,  Mr. 
Thomson  voted  against  it,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Brown 
TOted  against  it,  in  1875 ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  people  with  such  enduiing  characters  as 
they  nave  will  not  come  down  now  and  vote  for 
a  Bill  which  they  so  seriously  disbelieved  in  three 
or  four  years  ago.  If  we  look  back  we  shall  see 
that  the  gentlemen  who  now  compose  the  Minis- 
tiy  voted  for  the  Bill.  The  honorable  member 
for  Egmont,  the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  the  Waikato  voted 
for  it ;  and,  although  I  hare  not  the  Hantard 
in  my  hand  to  see  who  did  and  who  did  not  vote 
for  the  Bill,  it  is  beyond  question  that  the  mem- 
bers on  this  side  represent  the  Liberal  portion  of 
the  House,  while  those  who  claim  to  be  such  ad- 
vocates of  Liberalism  are  strongly  opposed  to  it. 
No  doubt  they  will  tell  you  that  they  had  verv 
good  reasons  for  opposing  the  Bill.  One  will  tell 
you  that  it  did  not  go  nir  enough  ;  another  will 
tell  you  that  it  did  away  with  the  miners'  rights ; 
bat  the  old  aphorism,  that  language  was  given 
to  us  to  hide  our  thoughts,  seems  to  me  ad- 
mirably to  apply  to  them.  We  cannot  judge  a 
man  save  by  what  he  does  in  this  House.    Go  to 


ffangard  and  see  how  he  votes :  that  re  the  only 
way  to  tell  what  he  is.  We  have  heard  a  good 
deal  about  Liberalism  during  the  yiast  two  years, 
and  we  have  heard  many  honorable  gentlemen 
talk  about  what  they  have  done.  And  what  have 
they  done  ?  Go  to  the  Statute  Book,  and  what 
do  you  find  there?  Nothing.  And  here  is  an 
attempt  being  made  to  prolong  what  has  been 
done  for  the  last  two  yeara.  An  attempt  is 
being  made  by  Ministers  to  push  on  these  Bills, 
and  they  ere  immediately  opposed  by  the  other 
side.  Now,  I  always  vote  for  a  measure  that 
I  believe  will  be  advantageous  to  the  coun- 
try. As  a  party  man,  I  can  usually  be  de- 
pended on  to  support  my  party ;  but  I  always 
support  any  Bill  of  which  I  approve ;  and  I  would 
urge  those  honorable  gentlemen  to  allow  these 
Bill*,  which  are  for  the  good  of  the  country,  to 
come  on.  Is  it  merely  a  question  who  shall  move 
first  in  the  matter  ?  Have  wo  so  little  patriotism, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  puts  it, 
that  we  refuse  to  go  on  because  of  the  fact  that 
somebody-else's  name  is  on  the  face  of  the  Bill  ? 
I  cannot  believe  it,  because,  if  that  were  so,  with 
the  possibility  of  another  want-of -confidence  mo- 
tion coming  on  in  three  weeks,  the  session  may 
be  a  blank,  and  these  Bills  will  never  be  recorded 
on  the  Statute  Book.  We  ought  to  avoid  such  a 
thing  as  that,  if  possible.  The  great  object  ought 
to  be  to  push  on  the  business  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  the  only  way  in  which  this  can  be  done  is  to 
frankly  acknowledge  that  the  House  desires  to 
pass  these  measures.  Besides,  why  should  the 
honorable  gentlemen  be  in  so  great  a  hurry  to 
turn  the  present  Gt)vemment  on  the  Ministerial 
benches  ?  Had  I  been  a  member  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, I  should  neyer  have  been  a  party  to 
giving  any  colour  to  those  rumours  which  we  hear 
outside,  and  which  it  is  absurd  to  ignore.  It 
would  have  been  to  their  credit,  and,  in  a  political 
point  of  view,  much  to  their  good,  to  have  chal- 
lenged the  fullest  inrestigation.  I  should  have 
said,  "As  soon  as  you  have  had  time  to  go 
through  the  records,  I  shall  bring  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  against  you.  If  you  prove 
anything  against  us,  well  and  good ;  and,  it  not, 
we  shall  then  be  more  strongly  established  than 
ever."  That  would  have  been  a  most  judicious, 
and,  in  their  own  interest,  wise  course  to  have 
adopted.  It  is  the  merest  affectation  to  ignore 
the  feeling  that  exists  in  the  public  mind.  Pub- 
lic confidence  has  been  seriously  shaken  by  the 
rumours  that  have  gone  abroad.  Go  where  you 
will,  you  hear  people  talking  in  the  most  serious 
manner  of  the  gross  maladministration  of  the 
past  two  or  thi'ee  years,  and  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  every  opportunity  of  probing 
these  statements  to  the  bottom.  They  should 
refuse  to  leave  their  places  until  they  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  I  think  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  was  wrong  not  to 
accept  the  offer  of  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  to  take  the  discussion 
on  the  want-of-confidence  motion  on  Tuesday 
next.  He  must  know  that  it  is  possible  to  post- 
pone his  motion  for  an  indefinite  period,  and  in 
the  interests  of  his  party  he  should  have  accepted 
the  suggestion. 
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Mr.  WHITAKER.  — Sir,  I  beliere  I  am  in 
order  in  moTing  that  tliis  debate  be  adjourned 
until  half-past  seven  o'clock.  I  do  so,  because  I 
mm  happy  to  eaj,  from  what  I  hare  heard  outside, 
that  b«tt4?r  counsels  may  shortly  prerail,  and  that 
some  comp:omiee  will  be  come  to  in  this  unfortu- 
nate matter.  It  appears  to  me,  as  far  as  I  have 
heard  from  the  speeches  of  honorable  members, 
that  there  is  but  one  feeling  about  the  matter, 
and  that  feeling  i^,  that. this  discussion  is  a  great 
waste  of  the  time  of  the  country.  Every  honor- 
able member  who  has  addressed  tlie  House  has 
said  the  same  thing;  and  yet  neither  side  of  the 
House  is  willing  to  give  way.  Although  tlie 
leaders  of  parties  have  not,  I  believe,  met,  still 
I  have  heard  remarks  made  outside  the  Hou^ 
which  lead  me  to  believe  that  some  compromise 
may  be  arrived  at ;  and  therefore  I  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  till  this  evening.  I 
do  so  with  the  more  confidence  because  this  is  a 
private  members'  day,  and  thejcfore  I  am  sure 
honorable  members  will  be  glad  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  forward  the  business  that  is  on 
the  Order  Paper.  My  experience  in  the  House 
itself  has  not  been  of  long  duration,  but  I  have 
had  many  opportunities  of  watching  its  proceed- 
ings, and  I  do  not  recolh  ct  any  occasion  on  which 
obstruction  has  been  offered  to  bringing  on  the 
busioesB  of  private  members,  which  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  localities  they  represent.  It 
would  be  a  very  harsh  proceeding  to  offer  such 
obstruction,  and  therefore  I  thmk  it  would  be 
well  to  poelpone  this  die=cusoion  for  a  short  time. 
I  need  hardly  remind  honorable  members  on  the 
other  side  that  if  the  honorable  gentleman,  the 
leader  of  our  party,  chooses  to  carry  out  what  he 
has  said  the  Government  could  do — namely,  use 
the  forms  of  the  House  to  prevent  the  want-of- 
confidence  motion  being  brought  on  till  ho  has 
put  a  clear  statement  of  affairs  before  the  country 
— he  can  carry  out  that  course,  and,  if  they  com- 
pel him,  he  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  however  re- 
luctantly, do  so.  I  trust,  therefore,  the  adjourn- 
ment tiU  half-past  seven  o'clock  will  be  agreed  to, 
so  that  some  concessions  may  be  made  on  one 
side  and  on  the  other.  I  apprehend.  Sir,  I  shall 
be  in  order  in  saying  a  few  words  on  the  general 
question  P 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— On  the  question  of  granting 
leave  to  introduce  the  Qualification  of  Electors 
Bill— yet. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  want  to  dispel  one  delu- 
sion which  seems  to  prevail  in  the  mind  of  that 
extremely  independent  member,  the  honorable 
member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon).  Of  all  the 
independent  members  I  have  ever  heard  address 
the  House,  ho  is  the  most  curious.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  got  up  and  said  he  was  an  inde- 
pendent member,  that  he  wanted  this  party  fight 
to  be  stopped, and  business  lo  be  pressed  on;  and 
et  he  made  the  most  violent  party  speech  that 
las  been  made  during  this  debate,  and  accused  uti 
on  thb  side  of  the  House  of  obstructing  business. 
It  appears  to  me  he  was  not  going  the  right  wuy 
to  show  his  independence  by  attacking  so  vio- 
lently the  party  that  was  not  working  with  him. 
Thou  ho  said,  in  the  most  off-hand  way,  that  we 
were  opposing  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  this 
Captain  Russell 
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House.  How  does  he  know  that  hii  side  it  in  a 
majority  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— By  the  last  division. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— By  the  last  division !  I 
apprehend,  if  the  two  members  of  our  party  who 
were  absent  had  been  here,  it  would  have  been  a 
tie,  and  on  the  previous  division  we  had  a  majority 
of  two.  I  cannot  see,  therefore,  how  we  can  be 
said  to  be  in  a  minority  now.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  may 
be  just  as  much  deceived  with  regard  to  their 
having  a  majority  on  the  next  division  as  they  were 
when  they  thought  they  had  a  majority  before.  It 
is  not  to  be  taken  as  a  matter  of  gospel,  because 
the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  says  the  ma- 
jority is  theirs,  that  it  is  so.  That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion  on  his  part.  I  have  had  as  long  experience 
here  as  he  has  had,  and  my  opinion  is  quite  as 
good  as  his,  and  I  do  not  feel  by  any  means  confi- 
dent that  any  such  majority  exists  on  that  side. 
My  remarks  are  founded  on  observation.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  know  more,  but,  at  all  events,  I  think 
I  know  as  much  as  the  honorable  member ;  and  I 
am  sure  his  statement  is  without  any  founda- 
tion. I  will  show  the  honorable  gentleman  and 
others  on  his  side  of  the  House  why  that  is  so, 
and  why  there  is  dissension  in  their  party.  I 
want  to  know  why  we  see  that  party  without  its. 
natural  leader,  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames.  I  want  to  know  where  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunstan  was  six  or  seven  years  ago, 
where  he  was  two  or  three  years  ago,  where  he 
was  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  where  he  is 
now,  and  where  he  is  likely  to  be  before  long,  in 
the  event  of  certain  contingencies.  Is  that  their 
majority  ?  Then  there  is  another  honorable  mem- 
ber who  voted  with  them  on  the  last  division, 
and  who  has  left  us.  We  have  tried  to  drag  him 
back  again,  but  he  sticks  to  his  new-found  friends 
at  present  as  firmly  as  an  oyster  to  a  rock.  It  is 
therefore  absurd  to  talk  about  a  majority,  lliat 
honorable  gentleman,  for  notions  of  his  own,  left 
us,  and,  if  disappointment  should  meet  him,  he 
may  again  be  found  leaving  the  ranks  of  the 
Opposition.  I  call  attention  to  these  facts  to  show 
that  those  honorable  gentlemen  have  no  right  to 
claim  that  they  have  a  majority.  If  it  were  pos- 
sible to  see  that  there  was  a  good  working  ma- 
jority on  that  side— if  we  could  determine  in  our 
own  minds  that  they  had  a  n.ujority  able  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  country — I  should  be  the 
first — to  use  a  f>porting  phrase — to  throw  up  the 
sponge,  and  by  all  means  proceed  with  business. 
But  I  cannot  see  it.  I  look  around  the  ranks  of 
that  party  and  see  those  who  have  voted  for 
triennial  Parliaments  and  for  extended  franchise, 
and  those  who  have  voted  against  them :  I  see 
Greyites  and  anti-Qreys ;  I  see  those  who  will 
have  nothing  to  say  to  Sir  George  Grey,  and 
those  who  will  have  everything  to  say  to  him ;  I 
see  those  who  say  that  Sir  George  Grey  is  the 
saviour  of  New  Zealand,  and,  sitting  side  bj 
side  with  them,  and  ready  to  go  into  the  same 
lobby  with  them,  those  who  say  that  he  is  the 
destroyer  of  New  Zealand.  I  say  that  the  for- 
tunes of  New  Zealand  should  not  be  lightly  given 
into  the  hands  of  a  party  so  composed.  They 
should  show  us  that  they  have  a  large  and  sub* 
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■tantial  majaritj  before  they  ask  us  to  consent 
to  oar  partj  Taoating  the  Goremment  benchefl. 
At  all  cTents,  tbey  should  not  trj  to  turn  us  out 
in  the  arbitrary  manner  thej  seem  inclined  to 
use.  I  am  certain  the  words  I  now  utter  will 
find  an  echo  in  the  minds  of  many  of  those  honor- 
able members.  There  was  a  strong  phalanx  which 
came  down  liere  pledged  absolutely  to  support 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G. 
Grey),  for  reasons  which  no  doubt  they  yerj  well 
understood.  The  late  Premier  has  been  deposed, 
and  another  king  reigns  in  his  stead.  Surely 
those  honorable  gentlemen  are  not  pledged  to 
the  honorable  member  who  is  to  move  the  want- 
of-confidence  motion. 

Mr.  SPE  AKKB.— I  think  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  straying  away  from  the  question  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  SHBBHA.N.— Sir,  I  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation  with  regard  to  what  has  been 
stated  as  to  myself  by  the  honorable  member.  I 
understand  that  be  says  there  was  a  negotiation 
going  o\\  in  which  I  was  concerned.  I  beg  to  say 
no  such  negotiation  is  now  pending — ^none  what* 
erer.  It  is  a  mistake  altogether.  It  came  to  an 
end  at  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.  — I  beg  the  honorable 
gentleman's  pardon.  I  heard  a  conversation  going 
on  in  the  lobby  in  a  loud  tone  of  voice.  The 
honorable  gentleman  was  there;  and  I  heard  a 
proposition  made  that  he  should  propose  to  the 
Government  that  the  no-confidence  motion  should 
be  taken  after  the  Native  Minister's  Statement  on 
Friday  evening.  I  did  not  say  ho  was  pledged  to 
that  arrangement.  I  said  I  believed  the  leaders 
of  the  parties  had  not  met,  and  therefore  I  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
bad  agreed  to  the  proposition ;  but,  being  chal- 
lenged, I  say  I  heard  that  conversation  taking 
place.  It  is  useless  that  I  should  mention  the 
names  of  the  honorable  members  who  were  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— The  honorable  gentleman 
did  not  listen  long  enough.  I  may  refer  to  the 
gentlemen  who  were  present,  and  they  will  con- 
firm me  when  I  say  that  I  declined  to  make  any 
terms  whatever  without  the  consent  of  my  party 
to  the  negotiations. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.  — I  said  I  believed  the 
leaders  of  the  party  had  not  been  consulted  ;  but 
I  presumed  at  the  time  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  communicated  with  his  party.  I  hoped 
he  would  do  so,  and  regret  that  he  has  not ;  for, 
no  doubt,  if  he  had,  something  would  have  been 
agreed  to.  I  did  not  say  the  honorable  gentle- 
man took  upon  himself  to  make  any  arrangement. 
Well,  Sir,  I  believe  you  ruled  me  out  of  order  in 
referring  to  matters  connected  with  the  vote  of 
want  of  confidence.  I  will  therefore  not  do  so. 
So  far  as  my  parliamentary  experience  goes,  these 
motions  for  leave  to  introduce  Bills  do  not  gene- 
rally occupy  a  very  long  time,  or  engage  very 
much  the  attention  of  the  House.  They  are  not 
like  second  readings,  and  the  whole  thing  can  be 
got  through  in  a  very  few  minutes.  The  honor- 
abts  member  for  Auckland  City  East  spoke  very 
well,  as  usual,  and  very  much  to  the  point.  Hm 
•aid  he  was  quite  unaware  of  how  the  division 


was  going,  and  he  further  added — what  seemed  to 
me  ot  the  time  to  be  superfluous — that  ho  did  not 
care.  I  was  glad  to  find  the  honorable  gentleman 
in  that  frame  of  mind  ;  but  I  thought  that,  when 
the  division-bell  rang,  he  would  know  quite  well 
what  lobby  to  walk  into.  Of  course  it  would  be 
into  the  lobby  into  which  those  went  who  did 
not  wish  to  obstruct  business.  However,  I  was 
going  to  say  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East  made  a  suggestion  that  we  should  take 
the  division  upon  the  postponement  of  this  par- 
ticular motion,  and  let  the  other  Government  Bills 
abide  by  the  fate  of  it.  But  surely  it  will  not  take 
long  to  get  through  all  these  motions  for  leave  to 
introduce  Bills ;  there  will  be  no  wa%te  of  time  in 
taking  them  all;  and  then  we  shall  have  before 
the  House  and  the  country  all  those  liberal  mea- 
sures which  both  sides  are  willing  to  suppoft. 
Our  object  is  clear :  their  object  in  interrnpting 
these  Bills  is  by  no  means  clear — ^for  this  reason, 
that  half-an-hour  would  get  through  the  whole 
thing.  They  seem  to  have  some  fear  that  the 
Government  will  get  these  measures  before  the 
country  and  before  this  House.  I  do  not  know 
why.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is,  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton)  says,  that 
they  are  afraid  of  the  Bills  themselves.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  that  they  really  do  not 
intend  to  pass  these  Bills  when  they  get  on  those 
benches.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  that  they 
have  a  horror,  after  all  they  have  said  about  the 
Premier  being  a  Conservative,  of  allowing  him 
to  introduce  these  measures.  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  are  afraid  that  it  will  be  flashed 
all  over  the  colony  that  the  great  Conservative 
Government,  as  they  termed  it,  have  introduced 
liberal  measures.  But  why  do  they  not  allow 
these  Bills  to  be  introduced  ?  The  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata,  in  an  admirable  speech, 
said  he  very  much  approved  of  these  Bills ;  that 
they  were  very  much  superior  to  the  Bills  of  the 
late  Government.  I  thoroughly  agree  with  that 
honorable  gentleman.  I  believe  that  they  are 
infinitely  superior  to  the  other  Bills,  and  I  feel 
certain  that,  if  that  honorable  gentleman  had  a 
chance  of  voting  for  those  Bills,  outside  of  party 
feeling,  he  woald  do  so.  Now,  if  those  Bills  are 
superior  to  the  others,  and  if  the  Government 
ask  leave  to  introduce  them,  why  not  permit 
that  to  be  done  ?  If  those  honorable  gentle- 
men opposite  get  into  power  it  would  then  be 
possible  for  them  to  take  up  these  Bills :  but 
look  at  our  position.  We  say  that  we  have  a 
definite  and  decided  reason  why  we  want  leave  to 
introduce  these  Bills.  Our  reason  is,  that  a  num- 
ber of  us  belonging  to  this  party  are  quite  as 
liberal  as,  and  perhaps  more  so  than,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  and  we 
object  altogether  to  hare  our  title  to  that  name 
questioned,  as  it  has  been  inside  and  outside  this 
House,  by  the  party  now  in  opposition.  It  has 
been  said  of  me  that  I  was  going  to  follow  certain 
persons  who  would  never  bring  down  liberal 
measures.  Now,  I  wish  to  see  this  Bill  advanced 
a  etage,  in  order  to  show  the  House  and  the 
country  that  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
keep  faith  with  them,  and  are  prepared  to 
scrupulously  carry  out  the  engagements  entered 
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into  bj  the  Premier.  I  saj  that  it  is  only  fair 
to  the  Premier  that  he  sliould  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  y indicating  his  character  against  the 
aspersions  oast  upon  him.  I  will  now  proceed  to 
say  a  few  words  upon  a  subject  on  which  there 
seems  to  be  a  misapprehension  in  the  House.  I 
lay  it  down  as  an  absolute  constitutional  prin- 
ciple that  a  Ministry  on  talcing  office  are  entitled 
to  some  time  to  bring  down  their  measures.  I 
will  read  the  following  extract  from  Todd's 
"  Parliamentary  G-oTemment  in  England  "  to 
show  that  my  premisses  are  absolutely  correct. 
[Extract  read.] 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —I  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  reading  extracts  applicable  to  the 
wan t-of -confidence  motion,  and  is  therefore  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  bow  to  jour  decision, 
Sir.  Some  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  circum- 
stances of  1877>  as  being  similar  to  the  present 
state  of  affairs ;  but  I  think  there  is  a  wide  dif- 
ference between  them.  On  the  present  occasion, 
there  is  no  proof  that  there  is  a  majority  of  the 
House  against  Ministers.  In  1877  it  was  per- 
fectly well  understood,  and  admitted  by  Ministers 
themselves,  that  there  was  a  majority  against 
them.  But,  notwithstanding  that  there  was  a 
majority  against  them,  they  still  retained  power ; 
and  these  gentlemen,  who  are  now  wasting  the 
time  of  the  country  in  endeavouring  to  prevent 
the  Government  from  bringing  in  their  measures, 
managed  to  secure  a  majority  in  1878.  I  cannot 
understand  how  those  honorable  gentlemen  can 
desire  to  obstruct  business  when  the  Government 
only  desire  a  fair  chance  of  putting  forth  their 
policy.  It  is  said  that  a  new  Ministry  should 
receive  great  forbearance.    [Extract  read.] 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  called  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's attention  to  the  fact  that  he  was  reading 
from  a  book  large  extracts,  which  had  no  bearing 
on  the  question  of  adjournment.  The  honorable 
member  then  said  he  would  bow  to  my  decision ; 
but  he  is  again  reading  extracts  not  applicable  to 
the  present  debate. 

Mr.  HALL. — We  are  placed  in  a  difficult  posi- 
tion by  the  action  of  the  honorable  gentlemen 
opposite,  in  endeavouring  to  place,  on  any  vote  we 
may  come  to  on  this  question,  a  particular  con- 
struction. They  claim,  for  any  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion in  which  we  may  be  in  a  minority,  the 
character  of  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence.  As 
long  as  they  do  that,  surely  it  is  right  of  honor- 
able members  to  address  themselves  to  that  point. 
If  honorable  gentlemen  persist  in  that  course,  it 
is  rather  upon  them  than  upon  us  that  the  respon- 
sibility should  rest. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  allow  this  debate 
to  anticipate  the  want-of-confidenoe  motion  ;  and 
I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  far  as  possible,  to  restrict  it 
to  the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  bow  to  your  decision. 
Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect.  I  have  not  much 
more  to  say  upon  the  question  of  this  adjourn- 
ment. I  hope  the  House  will  now  vote  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  until  half-past  seven 
o'clock. 

Mr.  HALL. — There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a 
lamentable  loss  of  public  time  taking  place.  The 
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question  is.  Who  is  responsible  for  it  ?  Wlml  is 
the  right  course  for  us  to  pursue  on  th«  present 
occasion  ?  Of  course.  Sir,  I  wish  to  adhere  as 
closely  as  possible  to  your  ruling,  not  to  go  into 
that  question  of  want  of  confidence  upon  a  mere 
motion  for  adjournment ;  but  I  may  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  what  we'are  contending  for  is  sim^y  the 
ordinary  and,  I  may  say,  the  invariable  constita- 
tional  rule,  that  a  Bt)vemment  coming  into  offiee 
with  a  majority  has  a  right  to  a  fair  trial.  It 
has  been  eaid  that  we  are  not  true  Liberals,  and 
that  if  we  came  into  power  with  liberal  pro- 
fessions we  should  not  give  effect  to  those  views 
when  in  power.  The  question  now  is,  whether, 
under  these  circumstances,  we,  who  now  tell  the 
House  that  we  have  liberal  measures  ready  to 
put  before  the  House  and  before  the  country, 
shall  be  deprived  by  an  arbitrary  vote  of  the 
opportunity  of  placing  those  measures  upon  the 
table  of  the  House.  That  is  the  question.  As 
the  honorable  eentleman  stated,  a  short  time 
indeed  would  have  sufficed  to  have  put  these 
measures  upon  the  Order  Paper.  We  do  not 
ask  the  House  to  read  these  Bills  a  second  time 
until  the  question  has  been  decided  whetiier  or 
not  we  possess  the  confidence  of  the  House.  Bat 
I  say  we  have  a  right,  in  fairness  to  ourselvea  and 
in  fairness  to  the  country,  to  be  in  a  position  to 
see  our  measures  officially  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  The  honorable  member  for  Grey  and 
Bell — who  has  not  been  sufficiently  long  in  this 
country  to  be  strongly  attached  to  any  colonial 
party,  but  who  has  had  political  experience  in 
the  mother-country,  and  is  able  to  take  an  im- 
partial view  of  our  proceedings  —  has  shown 
in  the  clearest  possible  manner  that  we  have 
a  right  to  be  allowed  to  submit  our  policy  to 
the  House  and  to  the  counts^.  The  honorable 
gentlemen  opposite  say  that,  if  we  agree  to  their 
terms,  they  will  be  satisfied.  We  are  not  pre- 
pared to  put  our  necks  under  the  heels  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen.  We  have  got  the  sup- 
port, if  not  of  the  minority  of  this  House,  of 
a  very  large  section  of  it.  Honorable  members 
may  possibly  carry  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence. 
I  do  not  think  they  will ;  but,  supposing  they  do, 
then  it  will  be  for  us  to  say,  as  has  been  sud  by 
greater  and  better  men  than  ourselves,  that  we 
will  remain  on  these  seats  until  our  Bills  are 
placed  before  the  House.  In  deference  to  jwa 
ruling.  Sir,  I  will  not  go  into  the  constitutional 
question  at  present — into  precedents  which  run 
back  a  hundred  years  and  come  down  to  modem 
times  in  the  Old  Country — but  I  go  back  to  the 
history  of  this  colony.  Within  my  own  personal 
knowledge,  on  three  separate  oocasions,  the  Go- 
vernment has  stood  in  a  position  similar  to  t^ 
present.  On  every  one  of  those  occasions  the 
great  constitutional  principle  for  which  we  are 
contending  has  been  asserted  by  the  House.  The 
House  would  not  condemn  the  Gbvernment  un- 
heard on  any  one  of  those  occasions.  On  the 
first  of  them,  some  twenty-three  years  ago,  I  per- 
sonally occupied  the  position  I  now  occupy — the 
position  of  Colonial  Secretary.  We  were  aUowed 
nine  days  ou  that  first  occasion.  On  the  second, 
a  greater  length  of  time  was  allowed.  On  the 
third  occasion,  in  1877,  the  House  distinctly,  in 
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BO  many  words,  refused  to  consider  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  until  the  Q-overnment  had 
had  a  fair  opportunity  of  putting  their  policy  be- 
fore the  House.  When  the  proper  time  come?, 
I  shall  be  prepared  to  show  that  every  con- 
stitutional rule  is  in  favour  of  the  position 
that  we  now  take  up.  It  is  a  matter  of  greater 
importance  now,  when  we  are  making  history  in 
the  infancy  of  a  community,  that  we  should  lay 
down  and  adhere  to  the  great  constitutional  prin- 
ciples which  are  to  guide  us  for  the  future,  than 
that  there  should  be  a  paltry  party  triumph.  It 
is  said  that  the  Opposition  hare  by  arguments 
— ^not  used  inside  of  this  House,  but  outside  of  it 
—  conyerted  one  or  two  gentlemen  who  yoted  in 
our  farour.  That  is  really  the  pith  and  marrow 
of  their  speeches.  They  say,  You  had  a  majority 
the  other  day  ;  we  haye  got  a  majority  now.  And 
therefore,  without  any  discussion  of  policy  at  all, 
we  are  at  once  to  leare  these  seats.  We  should 
be  altogetlier  faithless  to  the  trust  reposed  in  us 
if  we  listened  for  one  moment  to  that  proposi- 
tion. We  simply  claim  the  length  of  time  which 
on  a  former  occasion  of  this  kind  was  granted 
to  another  Q-oTernment.  And  yet  my  honorable 
friend  the  member  for  Akaroa,  who  claims  to 
be  head  and  shoulders  above  everybody  else 
in  his  impartiality,  descends  to  the  level  of 
miserable  party  considerations.  My  honorable 
friend  seconded  the  motion  for  '*  the  previous 
question,"  in  order  that  these  liberal  measures, 
of  which  he  professed  to  be  such  an  admirer, 
should  not  be  proceeded  with.  Would  the 
honorable  gentleman  like  to  go  back  to  Canter- 
bury with  us  and  say  he  turned  out  the  Gorem- 
ment  because  he  did  not  believe  in  their  measures  ? 
When  we  want  to  prove  ourselves  true  Liberals, 
the  honorable  member  seconds  a  motion  which 
would  deprive  us  of  the  opportunity.  What 
miserable  inconsistency !  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
my  honorable  friend  is  blushing.  There  is  hope 
of  his  repentance,  if  wo  have  a  division,  I  am 
sure  he  will  come  to  our  ftido.  As  I  said  before, 
what  is  now  the  question  ?  The  question  is, 
whether  we  shall  go  on  with  the  motion  of  want 
of  confidence  on  Tuesday,  or  whether  we  shall 
have  it  on  Friday.  The  difference  between  us  is 
but  a  single  day. 

Mr.  MONTaDMERY.— You  can  carry  on  the 
business  on  Monday. 

Mr.  HALL. — We  have  been  quite  ready  to 
entertain  that  proposal.  We  have  offered  all  the 
couoessions  we  can  possibly  make  without  absolute 
loss  of  self-respect.  Did  I  understand  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  sugge:it  that  the  business  could 
be  proceeded  with  on  Monday  ? 

Mr.  MONTQOMEEY.  —  If  the  motion  were 
taken  on  Friday,  we  could  go  on  with  the  debate 
on  Monday. 

Mr.  HALL. — We  have  offered  every  fair  con- 
cession. The  question  now  is,  whether,  for  tUe 
sake  of  one  sitting-day,  we  arc  to  lay  down  a 
wrong  constitutional  principle.  I  am,  of  course, 
only  stating  what  I  believe  to  be  the  sentiments 
of  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  support  me. 
I  am  entirely  in  their  hands.  I  am  givins  effect 
to  their  views  in  the  course  I  am  adopting.  I 
may  sum  up  the  position  in  a  few  words  :  Honor- 
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able  gentlemen  opposite  are — I  do  not  use  the 
word  offensirely — exceedingly  obstinate  in  the 
matter:  but  wo  will  be  as  firm  as  they  are 
obstinate.  I  would  ask  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Akaroa,  who  does  not  seem  altogether 
lost  as  yet  to  a  sense  of  propriety,  not  to  take  up 
a  position  intended  to  lead  the  country  to  believe 
that  what  we  are  doing  now  is  not  endeavouring  to 
carry  out  constitutional  principles,  but  merely  en- 
gaging in  an  indecent  scramble  for  office.  That 
is  the  appearance  this  struggle  would  wear.  The 
Opposition  have,  outside  of  this  House,  made 
one  or  two  converts,  and,  as  soon  as  they  have 
done  that,  the  Government  are  to  be  unseated 
untried.  That  will  wear  the  appearance  of  an 
indecent  scramble  for  office.  I  ask  honorable 
gentlemen,  for  the  sake  of  the  character  of  this 
House,  not  to  entertain  a  proposal  of  this  kind, 
and  not  to  object  to  the  reasonable  proposal 
which  we  have  put  before  the  House.  H  they 
do,  it  will  inspire  me  with  a  very  sad  feel- 
ing ;  it  will  indicate  an  utter  want  of  con- 
ciliation, an  utter  want  of  a  spirit  of  conces- 
sion, and  an  utter  want  of  forbearance.  If 
honomble  gentlemen  opposite  do  take  these 
seats,  they  will  find  that  there  never  was  a  Go- 
vernment which  had  need  of  so  much  forbear- 
ance, of  so  much  conciliation,  and  of  so  much 
concession  as  theirs.  If  they  make  this  unfor- 
tunate exhibition  of  a  contrary  spirit  before 
they  have  any  actual  official  responsibility  to  deal 
with,  how  can  they  possibly  go  on  as  a  Govern- 
ment ?  They  wiU  have  to  .make  concessions  at 
every  point.  It  augurs  exceedingly  badly  for  the 
happiness  of  the  poUtieal  family  which  aspires  to 
these  seats.  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with 
any  further  remarks  at  present.  Of  course  the 
debate  has  to  go  further.  If  it  should  be  ad- 
journed, I  hope  my  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  Akaroa  will  endeavour  to  impose  a  more  con- 
siderate disposition  upon  his  colleagues — I  do  not 
say  upon  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  believe, 
if  that  honorable  gentleman  had  been  allowed  to 
follow  out  his  own  inclination,  we  should  have 
arrived  at  an  arrangement  long  ago.  I  have 
known  the  honorable  gentleman  for  many  yeairs, 
and  I  have  never,  as  a  rule,  found  him  to  be  at 
all  unreasonable.  I  know  that  above  all  things 
ho  abhors  waste  of  time.     If  the  debate  is  ad- 

i'ourned  until  half-past  seven  o'clock,  I  hope 
lonorable  members  will  then  be  able  to  come  to 
some  arrangement.  We  have  done  enough  to 
show  the  country  that  for  this  loss  of  time  that 
has  taken  place — a  loss  of  time  exceedingly  to  bo 
deplored — not  our  firmness,  but  the  obstinacy  of 
the  Opposition  is  responsible. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Sir,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  one  word  before  the  question  is  put.  As 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  absolutely  deny  that  it  is 
either  love  of  place  or  love  of  power  that  actuates 
mo  in  the  position  I  have  taken  up.  I  know  very 
well  that  in  taking  up  that  position  I  am  holding 
myself  up  as  a  conspicuous  mark  for  the  shafts 
of  envy,  malice,  and  detraction.  I  am  quite 
aware  of  that.  But  what  I  am  really  aiming  at 
is  to  be  instrumental,  even  in  a  humble  way,  in 
the  establishing  in  this  country  of  real  parlia- 
mentary government — that  is,  true,  genuine  go- 
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vemmenfc  by  party — to  the  absence  of  which  in 
the  past  we  may  attribute  a  great  deal  of  the 
evils  of  this  country.  The  absence  of  true  parly 
government  has  been  very  detrimental,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  to  the  interests  of  New  Zealand.  My 
main  object  is  to  assist  in  my  own  humble  way 
to  have  real,  true  parliamentarv  government  esta- 
blished here.  If  the  object  of  this  delay  is  simply 
to  enable  the  Gt)vernment  to  get  all  their  mea- 
sures placed  officially  before  us,  there  is  nothing 
whatever  to  prevent  that.  Surely  it  could  have 
been  done  this  afternoon.  Had  the  Premier 
agreed  to  take  the  no-confidence  motion  on  Fri- 
day, as  we  suggested,  all  the  measures  now  on 
the  Order  Paper  might  have  been  advanced  to 
a  second  reading  to-day.  I  have  no  desire  to 
waste  the  time  of  the  Uouse.  Kepeatedly  the 
honorable  member  asks  us,  What  is  the  ques- 
tion ?  Sir,  I  say,  "  To  be,  or  not  to  be  ?  That 
is  the  question."  I  therefore  think  we  should  go 
to  a  division  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  BO  WEN.— The  honorable  gentleman  has 
again  talked  of  the  existence  of  parties  in  this 
House,  and  he  says  that,  above  all,  he  desires 
that  there  should  be  party  government.  Now,  I 
would  like  to  ask  him  again — if  he  wishes  really 
to  discuss  the  question  of  party — on  what  lines 
these  parties  are  to  be  formed  ;  because  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied,  from  conversations  I  have  had 
with  honorable  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  this 
House  since  this  question  has  been  before  us,  even 
if  I  had  not  been  convinced  of  it  before,  that 
there  is  no  party  in. this  House — no  party  based 
on  intelligible  principles.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man may  talk  about  party  lines,  and  may  talk 
about  party  votes,  but  the  fact  is,  that  it  is  merely 
a  personal  question  that  is  dividing  the  House  j  and 
wnen  he  b  laying  down  the  law  in  this  way  to  the 
House  and  to  the  present  Government  as  to  what 
they  are  to  do,  he  ought  to  remember  that  he  was  a 
member  of  a  Government  that  has  just  been  con- 
demned by  the  House  for  its  maladministration. 
— (No.) — That  is  the  case  —  condemned  by  two 
Parliaments  for  maladministration  ;  and  it  comes 
very  ill  from  a  gentleman  who  has  been  in  that 
position  to  say  that  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
have  been  called  to  the  position  of  Ministers  of 
the  Crown,  and  intrusted  with  the  administration 
of  the  country,  should  not  even  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  their  measures  before  the  country 
and  the  House.  Now,  Sir,  when  this  is  the  case, 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  ask  why  this  opposition  is 
made — why  those  honorable  gentlemen  opposite 
are  so  afraid  that  the  Government  may  be  allowed 
to  lay  their  measures  before  the  House.  I  can 
only  conceive,  under  the  present  circumstances, 
two  reasons.  One  must  be,  that  they  are  afraid 
of  the  country  and  the  House  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  comparing  and  contrasting  the  measures 
of  the  present  Government  with  those  which 
have  been  laid  on  the  table  or  promised  by  the 
late  Government.  That  is  one  reason  which 
would  account  for  their  conduct,  and  I  believe 
the  J  are  afraid  of  having  the  careful  measures 
which  are  now  being  laid  before  the  country  con- 
trasted with  the  measures  of  the  previous  Ministry. 
Last  year  we  saw  an  Electoral  Bill  brought  down 
by  the  Government,  and  we  saw  at  the  same 
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time  an  Electoral  Bill  introduced  by  a  private 
member  of  the  House — an  honcrable  gentleman 
who  is  not  now  in  this  Chamber,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
W^hi taker — and  it  was  by  universal  consent  ad- 
mitted that  the  machinery  of  the  latter  Bill  was 
infinitely  superior  to  that  of  the  Government  Bill. 
And,  Sir,  there  is  another  reason  that  suggests 
itself  to  me  why  those  honorable  gentlemen  are 
determined  to  obstruct  the  Gt>vernment  in  their 
endeavour  to  lay  these  Bills  before  the  House. 
They  do  not  wish  that  the  echo  from  the  country 
should  come  back  to  this  House  before  they  have 
been  able  to  take  another  division.  They  do  not 
wish  to  hear  what  the  country  has  to  say  about 
measures  which  this  Government  are  going  to  lay 
on  the  table  of  the  House.  They  do  not  choose 
that  the  new  members  of  this  House  should  hear 
what  their  constituents  have  to  say  about  the  posi- 
tion of  public  affairs,  as  revealed  by  the  Minis- 
terial Statements  we  are  getting  from  the  present 
Government.  By  keeping  up  a  sort  of  terrorism 
over  members,  and  by  threatening  to  placard  them 
all  over  the  country  if  they  do  not  obey  orders, 
they  are  trying  to  frighten  those  who  are  new  to 
this  House,  and  who  have  not  yet  thoroughly  esta- 
blished themselves  within  what  they  are  pleased 
to  call  party  lines.  They  are  trying  to  snatch  a 
division  by  coercing  these  honorable  gentlemen 
before  they  have  heard  what  their  constituents 
have  to  say  to  the  policy  of  the  present  Gt)vem- 
ment.  These  are  the  only  two  reasons  which  can 
suggest  themselves  to  any  reasonable  men  for  the 
action  which  the  Opposition  are  at  present  taking. 
Because,  after  all,  are  they  facilitating  the  pro- 
gress of  business  in  the  House  ?  It  is  perfectly 
well  known  that  the  Government  have  taken  up  a 
fair  and  reasonable  stand,  and  that  they  are  backed 
by  their  party  in  so  doing.  In  fact,  I  am  conrinced 
that  if  the  Government  were  to  give  way,  and  to 
allow  the  Opposition  to  dictate  to  them  in  this 
matter  before  they  had  an  opportunity  of  laying 
their  policy  before  the  country,  they  would  lose 
the  support  which  they  are  now  entitled  to  from 
a  large  part  of  this  House.  There  is  a  very  large 
section  in  this  House  which  has  determined  that 
the  Govemn  ent  shall  have  the  opportunity  to 
which  they  are  constitutionally  entitled ;  and  if 
the  Ministry  were  in  a  cowardly  way  to  give 
up  their  right  and  their  position,  they  would 
forfeit  the  esteem  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
are  prepared  to  support  and  follow  them  now. 
Therefore  I  say  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
are  endeavouring  to  prevent  an  arrangement 
being  made  which  only  involves  a  question  of 
the  difference  of  a  day,  are  rendering  probable 
the  postponement  of  the  business  of  the  country 
for  an  indefinite  time.  They  must  know  thot 
they  are  doing  so,  and  that  in  the  course  they  are 
taking  they  are  neither  consulting  the  interests 
of  the  country  nor  advancing  the  progress  of 
business  in  this  House.  The  lact  is,  that  honor- 
able gentlemen  are  forgetting,  as  I  said  before, 
that  the  question  that  was  really  before  the 
country  at  the  last  election,  and  the  question 
which  has  been  before  this  Parliament  and  the 
previous  one,  was  one  of  administration,  and  that 

food  administration  is  more  important  to   this 
[ouse  than  a  great  many  of  the  questions  of 
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policy  which  are  conBtanlly  being  brought  up. 
What  -we  want  is  good,  sound  administration; 
and  I  say  that  the  gentlemen  who  are  now  on 
the  Goyemment  benches  command  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country,  both  from  their  character 
and  from  the  large  experience  they  have  had  in 
political  affairs.  —  (No.)  —  Yes,  I  say  character, 
Sir ;  and  I  do  not  think  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitaki  is  entitled 

Mr.  SHRIMSKL— I  did  not. 

Mr.  BOWEN. — The  honorable  gentleman  in- 
terjects constantly,  and  he  interjected  "  Charac- 
ter." 

Mr.  SHRIMSKL— I  did  not. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— I  am  told  it  was  the  honorable 
member  for  Caversham.  All  I  can  say  is,  that 
those  honorable  gentlemen  will  not  be  affected 
aa  to  their  character  by  the  honorable  member's 
opinion.  I  say  that  their  character  is  far  above 
any  imputation  which  can  be  thrown  upon  it 
by  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  that  it  does 
command  the  confidence  of  the  country.  It  is  a 
monstrous  thing  that,  when  honorable  gentlemen 
have  been  intrusted  with  the  administration  of 
the  country  in  a  fair  and  constitutional  manner, 
the  gentlemen  whose  administration  has  lately 
been  condemned  should  be  the  men  to  come  for- 
ward, and  say  they  will  not  allow  them  to  bring 
their  policy  before  the  House  and  the  country. 
The  House  will  insist  that  their  policy  shall 
be  laid  ^before  the  country,  and  those  who  sup- 
port them  will  t^ke  very  good  care  that  every 
possible  means  that  this  House  allows  shall  bo 
used  to  enable  them  to  place  their  policy  before 
the  country  fairly.  Now,  what  the  Government 
have  asked  is  simply  this :  that  a  Minister  who 
has  charge  of  one  of  the  most  arduous  depart- 
ments of  the  Government — the  Native  Depart- 
ment— who  has  been  at  work  night  and  day  in 
preparing  a  Statement  with  regard  to  that  de- 
partment— who  I  am  afraid  is  overworking  him- 
self so  far  as  his  health  is  concerned — that  this 
honorable  gentleman  should  hare  the  time  which 
is  necessary  for  him  to  prepare  that  Statement ; 
and  the  Gt>vernment  has  told  the  House  that  he 
will  be  unable  to  make  it  until  Friday  next. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  has  been  granted. 

Mr.  BOWEN.  —  No,  Sir  j  it  has  not  been 
granted.  A  Minister  is  not  going  to  piake  an 
important  statement  of  that  sort  in  the  middle 
of  a  wan t-of- confidence  debate.  Such  a  proposal 
is  a  monstrous  one.  It  is  absolutely  indecent  to 
attempt  to  press  the  Government  in  that  way  j 
and  it  is  an  indecency  which  will  be  resented,  not 
only  by  this  House,  but  by  the  country.  The 
Hon.  the  Native  Minister  will  give  us  a  State- 
ment on  Native  Affairs,  which  are  notoriously  in 
a  very  critical  position,  and  he  will  inform  the 
House  of  the  views  of  the  Government  regarding 
those  affairs — as  I  understand,  and  as  has  been 
stated  to  the  House — on  Friday  evening;  and 
the  Gk)vernment  say  that  when  that  is  done — if 
there  is  no  obstruction  by  other  persons  —  they 
will,  on  the  next  sitting-day,  notwithstanding  the 
pressure  of  work,  take  the  motion  of  want  of  con- 
fidence. They  are  thus  acting  in  a  very  different 
way  from  the  manner  in  which  the  late  Gbvem- 
ment  acted  in   1877 ;    but  they  wish  to  deal 


fairly  and  reasonably  with  the  House.  They  have 
stretched  a  point  to  meet  the  honorable  gentle- 
men opposite,  and  I  say  they  cannot  go  one  step 
further  towards  meeting  them.  If  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  do  not  choose  ta  accept  the 
reasonable  offer  that  is  made,  on  them  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  delay  which  will  take  place  ; 
and  delay  will  certainly  take  place,  because  thd 
House  is  determined  that  the  Government  shall 
have  fair-play. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  I  think  we  might  very  fairly 
accept  the  responsibility.  I,  for  one,  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  to  do  so.  I  do  not  think  we 
ought  to  suffer  ourselves  to  be  misled  by  words 
used  one  day  in  one  sense  and  the  next  day  in 
another.  Nothing  astonishes  me  more  now  than 
to  hear  the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi  speak 
of  the  arduous  duties  of  the  Native  Department. 
Why,  we  were  alwajs  told  that  the  Native  De- 
partment would  be  abolished.  The  late  Oppo- 
sition were  perpetually  inveighing  against  the 
Native  Department  —  perpetually  declaring  that 
the  sooner  it  was  abolished  the  better  for  the 
country — that  work  was  created  simply  because 
the  department  existed,  and  that,  when  they  were 
in  power,  that,  at  all  events,  would  be  one  of  the 
excrescences  that  would  be  swept  away.  Now, 
Sir,  we  hear  of  the  arduous  duties  devolving  upon 
the  Native  Minister.  I  wish  sincerely  that,  in- 
stead of  wasting  a  day  here,  as  has  been  the 
case,  the  Native  Minister  had  remained  in  his 
ofiice  and  made  a  step  towards  that  Statement 
which  we  aie  to  hear  on  Friday  night.  If  the 
Native  Minister  had  been  excused  from  attend- 
ing the  debates  of  the  House  for  the  present, 
he  might  even  have  prepared  the  Statement  by 
to-morrow.  The  honomblc  member  for  Waipa 
quoted  a  passage  from  Todd,  forgetting,  how- 
ever, to  add  that  the  Ministry  referred  to — 
Pitt's  Ministry  —  were  kept  in  office  so  long  by 
the  good  graces  and  support  of  the  King.  With- 
out that,  they  could  not  have  existed.  This 
Ministry  can  expect  no  such  support.  They  do 
not  hold  office  in  the  interests  and  by  command 
of  the  Sovereign,  as  Pitt's  Ministry  did  ;  and  I 
presume  they  do  not  for  a  moment  contend  that 
they  hold  office  in  the  interests  and  by  command 
of  the  Governor.  Therefore  the  two  cases  are 
not  parallel.  Then,  Sir,  we  are  told  that  adminis- 
tration is  more  important  than  legislation.  That 
is,  I  believe,  a  heresy.  I  consider  that  the  legis- 
lation now  before  us  is  of  a  most  important  cha- 
racter, because  on  this  legislation  depends  the 
maintenance  of  a  fair  incidence  of  taxation  for 
all  time  to  come.  That  is  the  main  reason  why  I 
am  so  anxious  to  see  these  legislative  measures 
carried  out. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, Mr.  Speaeeb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE   BESITMED. 

Mr.  Speaeeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

ONEHUNGA  WATER  RESERVE  BILL. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  detain 
the  House  at  any  great  length,  inasmuch  as  the 
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preamble  of  the  Bill  fully  explained  the  reasons 
for  introducing  the  measure.  Honorable  mem- 
bers belonging  to  the  Provincial  District  of  Auck- 
land would  recollect  that,  at  the  time  this  educa- 
tion reserre  was  made,  it  was  made  with  a  view 
of  stopping  the  exercise  of  certain  scrip  which  had 
been  issued  to  Mr.  Busby.  This  reserre  was  made 
an  educational  one  in  order  to  stop  the  effect 
which  the  exercise  of  Mr.  Busby's  scrip  would 
have  had. on  it.  It  was  understood  that  in  the 
course  of  time  it  would  be  returned  by  the  Edu- 
cation Board,  and  that  it  would  be  reserved  as  an 
endowment  for  the  Borough  of  Onehunga.  lie 
did  not  thhik,  however,  tliat  the  Education  Board 
had  the  power  to  hand  it  back ;  and  this  sliort 
measure  provided  that  after  the  passing  of  this 
Bill  it  was  competent  for  this  reserve,  under  the 
written  authority  of  His  Excellency  the  Glovcrnor, 
to  become  vested  in  the  Borough  Council  of  One- 
hunga as  an  inalienable  trust.  It  had  been  for 
years  past  used  as  a  general  watering-plaee  for 
the  farmers  and  others  resident  outside  of  One- 
hunga, and  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  these 
people  that  the  reaerTe  should  be  vested  in  the 
Borough  Council  of  Onehunga.  Those  who  knew 
anything  of  the  Epsom  District  were  aware  tliat 
during  the  summer-time  it  was  very  much  in 
want  of  water,  and,  if  this  reserve  were  not  made, 
people  would  be  put  to  the  nccessily  of  driving 
their  cattle  a  greater  distance  for  watering  pur- 
poses than  they  had  been  in  tlie  habit  of  doing. 
It  was  provided  by  the  Bill  that  the  Borough 
Council  of  Onehunga  should  plant  the  reserve — 
not  for  the  purpose  of  shutting  out  the  public, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  beautifung  the  reserre. 
As  he  had  said,  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  fully 
explained  the  whole  matter,  and  he  would  simply 
now  content  himself  with  moving  the  second 
reading,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  to  address 
the  House  at  greater  length  in  reply,  should  there 
be  any  opposition  to  the  measure,  which  he  did 
not  presume  would  be  the  caso. 

Mr.  SW ANSON  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  Board  of  Education  had  had  notice  that  this 
Bill  would  be  brought  in.  He  would  also  like 
to  know  whether  this  reserve  was  to  be  made  a 
source  of  revenue  to  the  people  of  Onehunga. 
He  would  like  to  know  how  the  rights  of  the 
genernl  public  were  to  be  preserved.  He  did  not 
think  that  any  objection  would  be  raised  to  any 
amount  of  planting  being  done,  po  long  as  access 
could  be  had  to  the  water.  So  long  as  the  people 
of  Onchvmga  beautified  the  place  no  objection 
would  be  raised  against  them ;  but  it  would  be 
wrong  to  deprive  the  general  public  of  their 
rights  without  telling  them  that  such  was  in- 
tended to  be  done.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  pubUc  or  the  Education  Board  had  received 
any  notice  of  this  Bill.  He  might  state  at  onco 
that  he  never  heard  of  any  warning  being  given. 
He  did  not  wish  to  oppose  the  Bill,  but  merely 
desired  certain  information  before  voting  for  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  suggested  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  untU 
that  day  week. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  that,  with  regard  to  the 
question  raised  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Mr,  Samlin 


Newton,  he  would  state  that  probably  he  (Sir 
G.  Grey)  knew  more  about  this  subject  than 
any  other  person,  as  he  had  originally  made 
this  reservation  for  the  public.  These  springs 
were  reserved  for  the  world  at  large — for  every- 
body. They*  were  very  valuable  springs  indeed  ; 
and  in  the  original  reservation  tliere  was  no 
intention  whatever  of  handing  them  over  as  a 
source  of  profit  to  any- particular  borough.  The 
country  in  the  neighbourhood  was  subject  to 
drought  in  the  summer,  and  certainly  the  ori- 
ginal intention  of  the  reservation  of  the  springs 
was  that  everybody  might  have  recourse  to  them 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  water.  Upon  the 
other  hand  the  time  perhaps  had  now  come  when 
it  would  be  desirable  that  the  springs  should  be 
vested  in  some  body  which  would  make  regulations 
for  their  use  and  preservation ;  and,  if  provision 
were  put  in  the  Bill  which  would  prevent  tlie 
borough  making  any  profit  from  the  water,  he 
thought  the  Borough  Council  would  be  as  good  a 
body  as  any  other  to  which  they  could  be  handed 
over.  But  certaiidy  to  hand  them  over  to  the 
borough  as  a  means  of  rai^ing  a  revenue,  with 
power  to  shut  all  other  persons  out  if  they  pleased, 
would  be  totally  contrary  to  the  original  intention 
with  which  these  springs  were  set  apart  for  a 
reserve.  Then,  upon  the  education  question,  he 
really  did  not  think  the  Education  Board  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  make  a  profit  out  of  these  springs. 
The  Education  Board  was  supplied  with  funds  by 
the  colony  at  large — what  he  might  call  ample 
endowments  were  provided  for  it— and  he  thought 
it  should  be  viewed  exactly  in  the  same  light 
as  the  Borough  Council,  and  that  the  springs 
should  be  considered  to  be  vested  in  the  whole 
public,  to  whom  it  would  bo  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  be  enabled  to  obtain  water 
from  the  springs  free  of  charge.  He  thought  pro- 
vision should  be  put  into  the  Bill  to  obtain  these 
rights. 

Mr.   ROLLESTON   thought  the   House  was 
entitled  to  more  information  upon  the   subject 
before  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  he 
therefore  hoped  it  would  be  postponed.     There 
was  no  doubt  the  reserve  was  originally  vested  in 
the  Superintendent  of  Auckland,  and  if  it  had 
not  been  made   an  education   reserve   it  would 
belong  to  the  Crown.     But  it  had  been  made  a 
reserve  for  purposes  of  education,  and,  under  the 
Act  of  1877,  would  become  vested  in  the  Educa- 
tion Commissioners.     It  was  well  known  that  the 
local  Boards  of  Education,  under  the  existing  law, 
were  entitled  to  the  revenue  arising  from  these 
reserves,  and  before  the  House  dealt  with  this 
question  there  ought  to  be  some  proper  under- 
8tandij:g  in   the   matter.      The   Bill   practically 
changed  the  purposes  of  the  reserve,  and  asked 
the  Crown  to  resign  the  revenue  which  would  be 
raised   from   it  for   educational    purposes.      He 
I  agreed     with    the    honorable    member    for    the 
j  Tliames  that,  if  there  were  valuable  springs  on  the 
land,  they  should  be  preserved  for  the  use  of  the 
,  general  public  in  a  way  in  which  this  Bill  would 
i  not  preserve  them.    Ho  should  be  happy  to  assist 
j  the  honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
I  put  it  in  a  proper  shape  when  he  knew  more  about 
'  the  matter,  and  had  ascertaitied  the  views  of  the 
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trustees  who  were  affected  by  it.  It  was  a  mis- 
take to  go  on  with  such  a  Bill  without  apprising 
the  people  affected  by  it. 

Mr.  KEADER  WOOD  said  they  now  saw  pre- 
cisely what  he  suggested  they  would  see — namely, 
that  in  commencing  the  private  business  they 
would  drift  into  confusion,  because  of  there  being 
no  one  to  lead  the  House.  All  private  Bills  in- 
ToWed  matters  of  policy,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  CK)vemment,  wlien  a  private  Bill  wivs  intro- 
duced, to  ascertain  what  rights  it  affected,  and 
inform  the  House  of  the  precise  position  of  the 
matter.  The  Minister  of  Lands  now  said  that  if 
the  honorable  member  for  Franklin  would  come 
and  see  him  he  would  arrange  matters,  and  put 
his  Bill  into  shape.  He  ought  to  hare  done  all 
that  before.  He  felt  sure  tliat  all  the  other  private 
Bills  would  have  to  be  postponed,  because  the 
Government  were  not  in  a  position  to  lead  the 
House,  to  tell  them  the  nature  of  the  Bills,  or  to 
deal  with  them  in  any  way. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  Minister  of  Lands  had 
led  the  House.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  see  that  no  injustice  was  done  to  the 
persons  affected  by  the  promoters  of  the  Bill, 
and  the  Minister  of  Lands  had  distinctly  and 
carefully  guarded  that  point.  None  knew  better 
than  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  that 
no  Government  pretended  to  know  all  the  details 
of  private  Bills.  The  duty  of  Ministers  was  to 
guard  the  public  interests,  and  that  they  had 
taken  care  to  do. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Bill  had  only  just 
been  circulated,  so  that  he  had  had  no  opportuniiy 
to  carefully  study  its  contents. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  hoped  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  consent  ^o  post- 
pone the  second  reading.  It  appeared  that  the 
reserves  were  vested  in  trustees  for  certain  pur- 
poses ;  and  it  was  a  veiy  dangerous  thing,  after 
Parliament  had  given  land  to  a  certain  trust,  to 
deal  with  the  land  and  change  the  trust  without 
the  consent  of  the  trustees,  or  without  compensa- 
tion in  case  of  divesting  them  of  property.  That 
was  a  practice  the  House  ought  not  to  adopt 
without  further  consideration,  and  he  hoped  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  consent  to  the  post- 
ponement of  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  there  appeared  to  be  a  mis- 
conception in  the  minds  of  honorable  members 
who  opposed  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
They  seemed  to  have  an  idea  that  the  land  was  ab- 
solutely handed  over  in  trust  for  educational  pur- 
poses. In  his  few  remarks  in  moving  the  second 
reading  he  thought  he  made  it  sufficiently  clear 
that  the  reserve  had  simply  been  called  an  educa- 
tion reserve  to  prevent  it  from  being  taken  up 
under  the  scrip  issued  to  Mr.  Busby.  He  did 
not  know  tliat  it  had  in  any  way  been  properly 
reserved  as  an  education  reserve.  But  suppose  it 
were  taken  by  the  Education  Board,  and  were  let 
in  order  to  assist  the  educational  requirements 
of  the  Auckland  Provincial  District,  what  would 
then  be  the  position  of  the  people  of  Epsom  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  district  who  required 
water  for  their  stock?  It  would  be  under  the 
entire  control  of  the  lessee,  whoever  he  might  be ; 
and  he  ooold  charge  for  the  use  of  the  water  of 


the  springs.  The  honorable  member  for  Newton 
asked  whether  the  Education  Board  of  Auckland 
were  aware  of  the  introduction  of  this  measure. 
In  answer  to  that,  he  might  say  that  the  Bill  was 
introduced  and  circulated  last  session,  so  that 
neither  the  Educatfon  Board  nor  anybody  else 
could  say  that  they  were  taken  by  surprise.  If 
honorable  members  would  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read 
a  second  time  now,  he  would  promise  that  no 
further  steps  should  be  taken  for  ten  or  twelve 
days,  so  that  full  opportunity  would  be  given  for 
all  necessary  inquiry. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MINISTRY. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW.  — Sir,  I  beg  to  move, 
That  the  House  do  now  adjourn.  I  regret 
exceedingly  that  I  am  driven  to  the  adoption 
of  this  course;  but  I  do  not  see  that  we  are 
justified  in  going  on  with  any  business  until 
the  position  of  the  Government  in  this  House 
is  satisfactorily  settled.  We  offered  to-dny  to 
go  on  with  the  business  on  condition  that  the 
Government  would  agree  to  the  no-confidence 
motion  being  brought  on  on  Friday.  The  Go- 
vernment having  refused  to  do  so,  I  can  see  no 
other  course  open  to  me  but  to  move,  That  this 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  My  honorable  friend  has  fre- 
quently said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  obstruct 
the  business  of  the  House — that  he  would  do 
anything  rather  than  that.  Now  we  have  the 
whole  evening  before  us.  There  is  a  large 
amount  of  private  business  which  has  stood 
upon  the  Order  Paper  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  which  we  might  easily  get  through  this  even- 
ing; and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  tells  us 
that  we  must  throw  it  all  on  one  side  and  let 
it  take  its  chance,  and  for  no  reason  that  I  can 
see  which  at  all  justifies  such  a  proceeding.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  so  mismanaged  his 
notice  of  motion  as  to  get  it  on  the  Order  Paper 
in  such  a  position  that  it  cannot  be  taken  to-day, 
that  is  his  fault.  I  do  not  think  private  members 
should  be  made  to  suffer  for  that.  It  is  a  great 
pity  that  the  private  business,  which  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  country,  should  not  be  gone  on 
with.  I  should  deplore  the  waste  of  so  much 
valuable  tune,  and  1  think  that  will  be  the  feeling 
of  the  House.  However,  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  bent  on  adopting  that  course,  the  private 
business  must  give  way,  because  it  is  in  the  power 
of  honorable  members  to  obstruct  to  such  an 
extent  that  we  shall  have  to  accept  the  motion  ; 
but  I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  will  with- 
draw it,  in  order  that  wo  may  get  through  as 
much  private  business  as  possible. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Sir,  a  great  many  honorable 
gentlemen,  in  speaking  on  the  subject  which  occu- 
pies our  attention  just  now,  have  said  they  spoke 
as  independent  members — as  unprejudiced  per- 
sons. Now,  certainly,  if  any  man  in  the  House 
can  speak  as  an  independent  member,  and  can 
offer  advice  in  that  capacity,  it  is  myself.  I  stand 
here  an  outcast  among  men — first  of  all,  deposed 
from  those  benches,  and,  secondly,  having  aban- 
doned the  jposiiion  I  held  as  leader  of  a  great 
party.  I  wiU  first  address  myself  to  this  question. 
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We  haye  been  told  there  has  been  a  great  loss  of 
time ;  and  there  has  been  a  great  wailing,  more 
especially  from  the  G-oremment  benches,  over 
that  supposed  loss  of  time.  I  say  no  time  has 
been  lost.  The  time  supposed  to  have  been  lost 
has  been  an  inestimable  boon  to  this  country.  I 
have  had  the  great  pleasure  of  sitting  here  and 
hearing  honorable  gentlemen,  upon  botlf  sides  of 
the  House,  irrcTocably  pledge  themselves  to  most 
liberal  measures,  bidding  against  one  another  as 
men  do  at  an  auction,  promising  the  community 
at  large  to  introduce  a  system  of  democracy  which 
we  should  not  have  reached  for  years  under  other 
circumstances ;  and  all  through  yearnings  for  place 
and  desires  for  pelf.  The  country  now  stands 
fifty  years  in  advance  of  the  position  it  occupied 
at  the  beginning  of  this  session.  I  stand  here 
with  confidence.  My  desire  is  accomplished.  I 
know  that  for  New  Zealand  is  gained  now  the 
certainty  of  measures  which  those  who  live  in 
this  country  have  for  years  desired. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — No. 

Sir  G.  GEEY. — Honorable  gentlemen  cannot 
retract.  They  must  aid  in  obtaining  these  mea- 
sures. They  may  say  "No,"  but  they  cannot 
help  themselves ;  they  are  pledged.  Out  of  office 
or  in  office  I  will  drag  them  as  my  slaves  at  the 
wheels  of  my  chariot.  They  shall  pass  those  mea- 
sures. Though  they  hate  me,  they  shall  not  go 
into  the  lobbies  against  me ;  they  shall  go  into 
the  same  lobby  as  myself,  and  shall  bestow  upon 
New  Zealand  measures  so  liberal  that  I  should 
not  have  dared  to  propose  them,  knowing  they 
would  be  defeated.  Is  this  loss  of  time  ?  No  j 
it  is  a  triumphant  gain.  That  is  the  first  point. 
Let  not  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  have 
wavered  be  afraid  their  constituents  will  be  angry 
with  them  on  account  of  the  loss  of  time,  for 
such  will  not  be  the  case.  They  will  be  glorified 
by  their  constituents  for  having  achieved  that 
which  New  Zealand  longed  for. 

An  Hon.  Membee. — No. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — The  Government  whip  says, 
"  No."  Perhaps  he  represents  the  secret  thoughts 
of  Ministers ;  but  those  thoughts  will  not  find 
utterance.  Though  such  may  be  their  secret 
views,  they  will  not  dare  to  stand  up  in  the  face 
of  the  country  and  avow  feelings  of  that  kind. 
Next  I  proceed  to  the  constitutional  view  of  this 
question.  I  say  that  it  is  our  duty,  our  bounden 
duty,  the  duty  of  those  likely  to  tuke  a  place  in 
the  Government,  and  the  duty  of  those  who,  like 
myself,  are  to  remain  in  obscurity,  to  insist  upon 
the  Governor  removing  those  friends  of  his  fi*om 
those  benches.  What  has  taken  place?  This 
House  peesed  a  resolution  lately  that  it  had  no 
confidence  in  the  Government  "as  at  present 
constituted."  It  was  the  duty  of  every  good  man 
to  bow  to  that  resolution  of  the  House ;  and  I, 
wishing  to  set  a  good  example  first  of  all,  strove 
to  give  effect  to  the  decision  of  the  House  that  a 
reconstruction  of  the  Ministry  should  take  place. 
I  failed  in  that.  Evidently,  in  the  Governor's 
mind  there  was  an  intention  tliat  that  should 
not  be  done.  Having  failed  in  that,  Sir,  I  was 
told  by  my  friends  that  the  motion  was  pointed 
at  myself.  "  You  are,"  they  said,  *'  the  one 
obstacle  that  now  stands  in  the  way  of  the 
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great  principles  which  you  have  at  heart  being  car- 
ried out,  because  there  are  honorable  gentlemen, 
some  two,  three,  or  four  members  from  the  South, 
who  would  vote  with  us  for  those  Ubernl  mea- 
sures if  you  were  out  of  the  way,  and  who  would 
give  us  a  majority  in  the  House,  but  who  will 
not  do  BO  as  long  as  you  are  leader  of  the  party." 
I  bowed  to  the  decision  of  the  House,  as  I  think 
every  man  ought  to  do.  I  retired.  I  placed  myself 
in  accord  with  both  sides  of  the  House,  to  obtain 
principles  I  longed  for.  I  sacrificed  myself  tm- 
nesitatingly,  and  dropped  back  into  that  obscurity 
from  which  I  originally  came.  It  was  the  duty 
of  honorable  gentlemen  to  follow  the  example  I 
set  them ;  but  what  did  they  do  ?  The  honor- 
able gentleman  now  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, having  been  sent  for  by  the  Gbvemor — did 
he  try  to  carry  out  the  decision  to  which  the 
House  had  come?  Did  he  try  to  reconstruct 
the  Government  ?  No,  Sir.  After  he  had 
made  efforts — as  I  believe  he  did — to  win  over 
some  members  of  our  party,  and  to  form  a  coali- 
tion, not  a  reconstruction,  and  finding  he  could 
not  succeed  in  a  reconstruction,  had  he  been  a 
patriot  or  a  statesman  he  would  have  gone  back 
to  the  Governor  and  said,  "  I  have  failed  to  give 
effect  to  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives." But  he  did  no  such  thing.  He  formed 
a  Government  to  support  certain  views,  not  views 
for  carrying  out  liberal  measures  of  electoral 
reform,  but  views  with  regard  to  continuing  the 
grasping  of  the  public  lands  of  the  country,  the 
holding  of  positions  of  power  to  be  enjoyed  by 
his  friends,  and  in  favour  of  the  great  landed 
aristocracy  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  set 
up  here. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Sir  Gt.  GREY.— I  affirm  that  such  is  the  case. 
I  affirm  it  was  a  foregone  conclusion  that  such  a 
party  should  be  established  here,  and  I  affirm 
that  ruinous  steps  have  been  taken  for  doing  that. 
If  there  was  the  least  doubt  on  that  point  in  my 
mind,  what  has  taken  place  this  day  would  have 
justified  what  I  have  said.  Almost  every  honor- 
able member  who  has  spoken  to-day  for  the  Minis- 
try is  interested,  either  as  agent  or  directly,  in 
great  land  claims.  By  one  of  the  speakers  a 
claim  was  set  up  for  cUents  of  his  over  Native 
lands  for  which  the  Government  had  actually 
paid  certain  moneys,  and  an  attempt  was  made 
to  repurchase  from  the  Natives  the  whole  land 
to  the  extent  of  320,000  acres,  and  the  Govern- 
ment were  required  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
that,  upon  condition  of  the  claim  of  the  cheuts 
of  thb  gentleman  being  abandoned  over  a  great 
part  of  the  land,  they  would  let  these  parties 
mterested  acquire  40,000  acres  of  freehold  of  the 
best  land  in  New  Zealand.  The  communica- 
tion I  received  from  a  colleague  went  on  to  say, 
"  You  must  remember,  if  you  do  not  agree  with 
this,  it  may  lead  to  a  change  in  the  Government 
of  the  country,  and  you  must  be  prepared  for  it." 
Well,  I  refused — I  was  prepared  for  the  change 
— and  I  met  my  fate  like  a  man.  I  would  rather 
meet  my  fate  in  that  way  than  have  been  a  party 
to  any  grossly  improper  transaction  of  the  kind. 
I  may  i^d,  tnis  Native  land  so  claimed  was,  I  am 
informed,  surveyed  by  stealth,  so  as  to  deceive 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


MinUffy. 


[HOUSE.] 


Ministry, 


283 


the  NfttiveB.  I  can  state  otheT  cases  in  which 
other  gentlemen  made  claims  on  land — hut  which 
until  recently  were  unknown  to  me,  the  transac- 
tions having  been  conducted  by  confidential  cor- 
respondence—  and  which  having  been  refused, 
these  gentlemen  became  bitter  enemies  to  myself. 
In  fact,  one  gentleman,  who  had,  I  am  informed, 
wished  wrongfully  to  acquire  4,000  acres  of 
Native  land,  required  my  resignation  from  oflSce 
and  my  retirement  from  public  life  at  the  end  of 
the  session  if  his  vote  was  to  be  given  on  the  side 
of  the  Government  in  the  recent  no-confidence 
debate. 

Hon.  Members. — Name. 

Sir  G-.  GKEY. — I  shall  give  no  name.  It  is 
needless  that  I  should  name  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. He  sits  in  the  House,  and  can  name  him- 
self. Both  the  honorable  gentlemen  whom  I  have 
alluded  to  now  sit  before  me.  Let  them  stand 
up  and  say  if  I  have  not  spoken  rightly.  I  am 
aaying  this  in  their  presence. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  should  like  to  ask  you. 
Sir,  whether  the  honorable  member  has  any  right 
to  cast  imputations  upon  members  of  the  House. 
This  is  an  accusation  of  a  very  serious  character 
made  against  some  one  who  has  to-day  addressed 
the  House,  and  we  ought  to  know  at  whom  that 
accusation  is  levelled.  As  one  of  the  speakers,  at 
any  rate,  I  should  like  to  know  if  I  am  referred 
to. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — No  honorable  member  has 
any  right  to  impute  motives  to  members  of  this 
House. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  imputed  no  motives.  I  stated 
facts. 

Hon.  Membebs. — The  facts  were  heard  by  all. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— If  those  statements  were 
facts,  the  persons  referred  to  are,  I  apprehend, 
disqualified  from  sitting  in  this  House;  and,  as 
the  honorable  gentleman  referred  to  persons  sit- 
ting in  the  House,  I  suggest  that  the  names  ought 
to  be  given. 

Mr.  SPEAJK:ER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Sir  G.  Grey)  says  he  has  not 
imputed  motives,  and  the  House  must  accept  his 
denial.  I  did  not  hear  any  motive  attributed. 
The  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  asked 
me  if  it  was  in  order  to  attribute  motives,  and  I 
said  it  was  not  in  order. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Now  I  proceed  to  the  manner 
in  which  this  Government  was  formed,  and  I  say 
this :  that  there  is  an  honorable  gentleman  now  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  who  has,  I  believe, 
upon  two  previous  occasions  resigned  his  seat  in 
the  Upper  House  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  seat 
here. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Certainly  there  has  been  one 
other  occasion.  Twice  he  has  resigned.  I  say, 
again,  that  he  ought  not  to  have  been  allowed  to 
resign  his  position  in  the  Upper  House  without 
the  Qt)vemor  having  been  advised  to  receive  his 
resignation.  A  resignation  is  not  complete  until 
the  Governor  approves  of  it ;  and  I  say,  the  Go- 
remor  having  accepted  his  resignation  without 
advice,  the  putting  him  back  into  this  House  for 
the  purpose  of  leading  a  parfcy  was  a  personal  act. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  would  ask  the  honorable  gentle- 


man if  he  did  not  advise  the  acceptance  of  my 
resignation. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— If  I  had  advised  it,  I  should 
not  have  disclosed  that  advice.  I  did  not  advise 
it.  I  say,  therefore,  that  he  sits  here  the  personal 
representative  of  the  Governor  in  this  House. 
Sir,  that  is  the  case.  Unless  that  had  been 
done,  he  could  not  have  been  here.  That  is  one 
way  in  which  the  great  party  connected  with 
the  landed  aristocracy  has  Been  formed  here.  In 
the  case  of  the  Legislative  Council  itself,  we  have 
seen  a  gentleman  called  to  that  body  for  the 
purpose  of  immediately  being  made  a  Minister, 
after  he  had  just  been  rejected  by  a  constituency. 
That  was  a  most  unusual  and  improper  act.  Had 
he  been  solely  called  to  the  Legislatire  Council,  I 
should  gladly  have  seen  him  called  there,  on  ac- 
count of  his  past  experience,  his  abilities,  and  his 
claim  to  that  position ;  but  to  be  put  into  the 
Legislative  Council  for  the  purpose  of  being  at 
once  made  a  Minister,  after  having  been  rejected 
by  a  constituency,  is  an  unknown  thing.  I 
believe  I  can  defy  any  honorable  gentleman  to 
produce  a  precedent  of  the  kind.  I  say,  there- 
fore, there  was  a  foregone  conclusion  to  make  a 
Ministry  of  that  kind.  That  Ministry  having 
been  forced  upon  the  House  without  the  peoom- 
mendation  of  the  House  that  the  Government 
should  be  reconstructed  being  attended  to,  I 
say  it  was  our  duty  to  say  that  not  for  one 
hour  shall  they  remain  on  those  benches.  It 
is  essential,  if  this  House  is  to  possess  its  pro- 
per freedom,  and  it-s  proper  degree  of  liberty, 
that  it  should  determine  who  are  to  be  its  Minis- 
ters, for  the  Ministry  ai-e  really  the  representa- 
tives of  this  House.  That  is  absolutely  essential, 
and  I  say  those  honorable  gentlemen  do  not  re- 
present the  House ;  they  did  not  get  fairly  into 
their  seats  ;  they  do  not  represent  the  country, 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  ourselves,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  a  good  example,  to  say  they  shall  not 
occupy  those  benches  a  moment  longer.  This 
may  be  thought  a  trifling  question,  but  really 
upon  this  question  depends  the  entire  future  of 
New  Zealand.  I  believe  this  is  the  first  time 
that  an  attempt  of  this  kind  has  been  made  to 
force  a  Ministry  upon  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  New  Zealand,  and  I  say  that,  if  we  do 
our  duty  to  ourselves,  if  we  do  our  duty  to 
the  country,  we  shall  resist  that  attempt,  and 
shall  insist  upon  their  leaving  the  position  they 
hold.  If  no  other  course  can  be  found  for 
bringing  that  about,  I  say  an  address  should  be 
moved  to  the  Governor  requiring  him  to  dismiss 
them  from  their  position.  Let  honorable  mem- 
bers recollect  this :  that  the  question  we  are  really 
fighting  now  is  the  question  which  is  uppermost 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  a  great  part  of 
that  portion  of  the  world  which  is  inhabited  by 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race :  it  is  distinctly  the  ques- 
tion of  the  tenure  of  land.  I  say,  again,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  has  been  put  at  the 
head  of  the  Gk)vemment  imder  the  circumstances 
I  have  stated  (Mr.  Hall)  is  the  real  representa- 
tive of  what  I  may  call  the  "land  ring"  of 
Canterbury.    He   has,  above  all  men,  been  im- 

Elicated  in  land  transactions — in  the  making  of 
LW8,  in  the  administering  of  laws,  and,  to  a  cer- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


284 


Ministry. 


[HOUSE.] 


Ministry, 


[Oct.  15 


tain  extent,  in  benefiting  himself  by  the  laws 
BO  passed  and  so  administered.  Therefore  he  dis- 
tinctly represents  what  I  call  the  great  landed 
aristocracy  of  the  Middle  Island.  Again,  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  has  been  called  to 
the  Legislative  Council  (Mr.  Whitaker)  most 
distinctly  represents  the  same  position  in  the 
northern  part  of  New  Zealand  that  that  honor- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Hall)  occupies  in  the  cen- 
tral portion  of  the  colony  ;  and,  if  this  question 
of  land  for  the  people — if  the  question  of  the 
preserration  of  the  rights  of  the  people — is  to 
be  fought  out,  we  must  fight  it  out  now  with  the 
Ministry  which  has  just  been  forced  upon  us,  or 
it  will  be  lost  for  eyer.  There  must  be  no  waver- 
ing, there  must  be  no  slinking  back,  in  this  figlit. 
It  is  a  desperate  fight.  It  is  a  fight  going  on  in 
England  as  well  as  here.  It  is  a  fight  in  which 
the  present  Tory  landowners  of  Great  Britain  are 
deeply  interested.  It  is  a  struggle  in  which  they 
will  make  every  effort  to  have  their  views  carried 
out  here,  lest  New  Zealand  should  set  an  ex- 
ample detrimental  t%  the  aristocracy  of  England 
— which  example  it  will  set,  which  example  it 
is  determined  to  set,  which  example  we  who  are 
working  for  the  people  will  see  that  they  are 
enabled  to  set.  Enabled  to  set,  Sir,  because  a 
happy  time  has  arisen  in  this  country.  All  re- 
cent debates  in  this  House  show  that  the  time 
lias  arrived  for  conferring  all  these  electoral 
rights  on  the  people — show  that  the  time  is  come 
when  the  masses  are  at  last  to  be  considered. 
Those  who  for  years  have  been  neglected  are  to  be 
thought  of  at  last.  This  is  the  dawning  of  a  new 
era.  Long  ago  these  liberties  should  have  been 
given  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  South  Aus- 
tralia, New  South  Wales,  Victoria — all  the  other 
colonies — have  obtained  them  but  this  ;  and  the 
New  Zealand  people  are  not  sluggards,  are  not 
laggards.  It  is  not  their  fault  that  they  have 
been  left  behind.  It  is  the  fault  of  those 
who  for  years  have  had  the  power  to  confer  these 
righta  on  the  people,  and  nave  never  done  so, 
but  who  now,  for  the  first  time,  in  their  anxiety 
to  work  out  this  great  land  question  for  their 
own  interest,  have  suddenly  woke  up  to  the  neces- 
sity of  conferring  the  rights  which  years  ago 
should  have  been  granted  to  every  citizen  of  this 
countnr.  Let  us  weigh  this  question  thoroughly 
and  deliberately.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about 
the  example  set  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  how  George  III. 
chose  a  Ministry  for  himself,  which  represented 
his  own  views — how  George  III.  favoured  a  par- 
ticular Ministry,  and  kept  them  in  office  against 
tlie  wishes  of  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  how  a  great  precedent  has  been  set  in 
that  case,  which  we  should  allow  to  be  followed 
To  this  I  answer  there  is  no  analogy  between  the 
cases.  George  III.  was  an  hereditary  monarch, 
whose  family  had  reigned  over  the  country  for 
years  before,  and  whose  children  would  reign 
after  him.  He  had  therefore  an  hereditary  in- 
terest in  the  country  of  which  he  was  governor : 
he  knew  that  upon  his  wise  administration  de- 
pended in  a  great  measure  the  rights  of  his 
successors.  Mr.  Pitt  was  a  young  and  untried 
man,  who  was  known  to  hold  most  liberal  politi- 
cal views.  How,  then,  can  you  compare  the 
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action  of  the  hereditary  monarch  in  England 
with  that  of  the  Governor  of  a  colony,  who  is 
here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow — a  stranger  to 
the  country  ho  rules,  and  to  its  people?  How 
can  von  compare  a  gentleman  who  comes  here 
perhaps  for  only  a  few  months,  and  is  liable  to 
have  his  ears  abused  by  wily  men,  with  a  monarch 
permanently  sitting  on  the  British  throne,  and 
handing  down  his  power  to  his  children  ?  There 
is  no  analogy.  This  House  is  the  real  governing 
power  in  this  colony.  It  must  hold  its  powers, 
and  not  part  with  them.  Here,  also,  we  have 
no  young,  inexperienced,  untried  men  in  the  Qto- 
vernment.  On  the  contrary,  we  object  to  them 
because  of  their  antecedents.  I  object  to  the 
Premier  because  he  has  done  more  harm  to  the 
people  of  New  Zealand,  by  the  land  laws  he  has 
made  and  administered  and  availed  himseif  of, 
than  any  other  man  in  the  country 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Does  not  the  rule  apply,  Sir,  when  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  is  moved,  which  appUes  to 
special  questions,  that  the  no-confidence  motion 
must  not  be  alluded  to  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  did  not  understand  the 
honorable  member  who  was  speaking  to  be  refer- 
ring to  the  no-confidence  motion.  Great  latitude 
is  allowed  to  honorable  members  when  speaking  on 
the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House ; 
but  honorable  members  must  not  allude  to  any- 
thing set  down  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  was  justifying  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  and  the  adjournment  of  all 
public  business,  until  this  question  is  settled. 
Tliese  frequent  interruptions  are  unseemly.  They 
embarrass  any  man  in  his  speech,  and  drive 
ideas  out  of  his  mind.  Those  who  dislike  to  hear 
some  things  said  have  recourse  to  these  inter- 
ruptions ;  but  it  is  hardly  fair.  Well,  Sir,  I  was 
showing  that  there  is  no  analogy  between  untried 
Mr.  Pitt  and  those  tried  gentlemen;  and  that 
there  was  no  analogy  between  a  Qt)vernor  who 
comes  to  a  count  !y  and  people  he  knows  nothing 
of,  and  stays  here  from  day  to  day — who  may 
pass  away  at  any  moment — and  an  hereditary 
monarch  sitting  upon  his  throne  and  training 
young  statesmen  to  administer  the  government, 
and  guided  by  constant  intercourse  with  the 
greatest  minds  of  the  day.  There  is  no  analogy 
whatever.  Mr.  Pitt  created  his  own  precedent. 
It  was  now  at  that  time.  It  is  now  quoted  as 
something  great,  and  something  that,  under  like 
circumstance?,  might  be  followed.  We,  Sir,  will 
create  our  own  precedent  on  this  occasion.  We 
have  new  circumstances.  We  are  the  founders 
of  this  young  nation,  and  we  are  capable  of 
forming  our  own  precedent.  And  we  will  do  it. 
That  precedent  is,  that  wo  vrill  allow  no  busi- 
ness to  go  on  as  long  as  those  gentlemen  occupy 
those  benches.  I  give  in  my  voice  to  creating  that 
precedent.  It  may  cause  a  little  delay.  That  is 
no  harm.  Each  day  the  fight  is  going  on  some- 
thing like  an  auction.  "Go  on  ;  let  the  bid  be 
high  ;  do  not  knock  down  the  goods  yet — a  higher 
bid  will  be  given  ;  do  not  knock  down  the  goods 
to  the  first  bidders — greater  advantages  for  the 
people  will  yet  be  bidden."  I  will  now  pass  on 
to  another  point,  and  I  may  say  this :  that  efforts 
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hare  been  made  throughout  this  part  of  the 
Empire  to  confirm  a  state  of  thiugs  bj  which 
men  who  haTe  from  the  public  lands  gained 
considerable  capital  can  amass  great  properties 
for  themsehes — to  create  classes  in  this  country. 
Some  people  saj  I  hare  set  class  against  class.  No. 
Thej  created  a  class  themselres.  There  were  no 
classes  here  originallj :  and  now,  because  we  tiy 
to  get  our  own,  it  is  said  that  class  nses  against 
class.  The  honorable  member  for  Gtrej  and 
Bell  said,  the  other  night,  "We  Liberals  in 
England  go  upon  this  principle.  We  rob  nothing 
from  an  J  one ;  we  take  nothing  from  anj  one ; 
we  bestow  upon  all."  Whj,  Sir,  who  has  taken 
from  us  —  hx>m  the  publio  of  New  Zealand? 
Who  but  those  who  passed  such  laws  as  the 
odious  land  law  which  was  passed  bj  Canterbury 
members,  giring  leases  to  runholders  for  ten 
^eare  longer,  and  thereby  committing  a  great 
injustice  upon  the  large  masses  of  the  people? 
We  do  not  try  to  take  anything  from  them,  but 
what  we  endeayour  to  do  is  to  prerent  more 
being  taken  from  us.  We  take  our  stand  there. 
Ko  more  shall  be  taken  from  us,  because,  Sir, 
those  large  landed  estates  carry  great  rights  with 
them.  Look,  for  instance,  at  this  statement  we  had 
the  other  night  concerning  the  County  of  Cheviot. 
Only  three  great  landowners  in  that  county. 
What  does  it  do  ?  It  gires  one  honorable  gentle- 
man a  seat  in  the  Legislatire  Council.  That 
arises  from  owning  land.  And  it  giyes  them, 
with  a  ridiculously  small  constitueuOTr,  the  re- 
turn of  a  member  to  this  House.  That  arises 
from  land  again.  Why,  it  is  land  which  giyes 
everything  here.  That  is  what  we  object  to. 
That  is  the  unfairness  we  object  to.  Last  night, 
when  I  was  stating  that  land  was  such  a  valuable 
commodity,  and  that  its  value  was  increasing 
year  by  vear,  in  my  mind  there  ran  the  thought. 
Truly  it  IS  a  most  valuable  commodity  !  Why,  it 
is  one  which  gives  seats  in  the  Legislative  Council 
— £Z00  a  year,  and  the  title  of  "Honorable." 
Then  I  thought,  in  my  own  mind,  Surely  that 
land  which  gives  such  things  will  bring  a  great 
price  ultimately  in  the  market.  Now,  follow  this 
out.  Enormous  changes  have  been  made  in  all 
these  colonies.  In  my  youth  the  GK)vemors  were 
bound  by  the  same  Jaw  as  Csssar.  They  dared 
not  pass  the  Rubicon  —  that  is,  the  boundary 
of  their  province.  That  was  put  into  their  Com- 
mission. Now  the  Governors  are  allowed  to  pass 
from  colony  to  colony ;  they  are  allowed  to  meet ; 
and  thev  are  allowed  to  come  to  decisions  such 
as,  "  We  Governors  will  not  grant  a  dissolution 
until  we  have  exhausted  the  House."  Why, 
this  b  to  create  a  great  and  a  new  power  in 
these  colonies  which  ought  not  to  exist.  I 
say  that  no  Governor  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
move  out  of  his  own  colony ;  nor  ought  Qt)ycr- 
nors  to  be  allowed  to  advise  one  another  as 
to  what  they  will  do  in  their  respective  colo- 
nies. It  is  absolutely  wrong,  altogether  wrong. 
Look  at  another  thing.  I  heard  many  people 
express  pleasure  when  Lord  Carnarvon  arranged 
that  his  cousin,  Mr.  Herbert,  should  be  taken 
into  the  Colonial  Office  and  made  Principal 
Under  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  the  Principal 
Under  Secretary  of  State  is  virtually  the  Go- 
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vemor  of  the  British  Colonies,  because  he  directs 
all  the  Governors.  It  was  said  that  it  would  be 
an  immense  advantage  to  the  colonies  that  a 
colonial  statesman  from  Queensland  should  be 
taken  in  that  way  into  the  Colonial  Department. 
I  regretted  it  as  a  great  misfortune,  and  as  one 
step  in  the  wrong  direction  I  am  speaking  of. 
Why,  he  was,  and  long  had  been,  the  representa- 
tive of  the  great  landed  aristocracy  of  Queens- 
land, and  he  was  put  into  the  Colonial  Office 
virtually  to  carry  out  that  landed  system.  Now, 
I  say  it  would  have  been  infinitely  better  for  us 
if  a  man  of  great  ability  and  of  great  probity 
had  been  taken  who  knew  nothing  whatever  of 
these  oolonies,  who  would  not  work  with  any 
party  in  the  colonial  possessions  of  the  Crown, 
and  who  would  let  the  colonists  rule  and  govern 
themselves,  and  depend  upon  themselves.  Then, 
look  at  all  those  new  titles  which  have  been 
granted.  They  are  all  in  the  same  direction. 
Was  such  a  thing  ever  heard  of  before  as  that 
an  exterior  governing  power  should  interfere  in 
the  internal  affairs  ox  a  community  such  as  this  ? 
Virtually  it  is  the  Agent-General  or  some  such 
person  who  at  the  present  moment  confers  orders 
of  knighthood  upon  people  in  New  Zealand  for 
public  services  rendered  here,  without  Ministers 
being  consulted ;  and  the  Governor  and  Secretary 
of  State  correspond  directly  with  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  those  honors  are  to  be  given,  without  the 
Advisers  of  the  Crown  knowing  that  such  corre- 
spondence has  taken  place  except  through  the 
newspapers.  It  is  all  a  march  in  the  same  direc- 
tion— a  march  hateful  to  my  mind  in  itself,  and 
pernicious  in  the  extreme  to  the  interests  of  this 
country.  I  have  been  so  forcibly  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  lately  this  thought  has  come  to  my 
mind :  that,  in  18i53,  in  having  the  Constitution 
Act  prepared,  I  took  care  it  was  so  prepared  that 
the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  might  at  any  time 
make  a  law  for  themselves  in  which  they  might 
determine  in  what  manner  their  own  Governor  is 
to  be  chosen.  For  a  long  time  it  was  doubted 
and  contested  whether  that  was  the  effect  of  the 
law  or  not ;  but  I  was  certain  that  it  was  so  from 
the  care  with  which  I  had  drawn  the  words. 
Now,  the  Home  Government  admit  that  T  am 
right — that  the  people  of  New  Zealand  have  the 
power  of  making  a  law  determining  the  way  in 
which  their  own  Governor  is  to  be  chosen ;  and, 
having  had  this  confession  unwillingly  extorted 
from  them,  they  add  that  I  am  to  be  told  that 
the  Queen  has  the  power  of  disallowing  the  Act 
if  she  does  not  Uke  it.  Why,  of  course  we  know 
that  the  Crown  can  disallow  any  law;  but  we 
equally  know  that  the  Queen  could  never  disallow 
such  a  law  if  made  here.  It  is  not  the  custom 
of  monarchy  in  modern  times  that  such  a  thing 
should  be  done.  I  believe  I  shall  yet  live  to  receive 
from  the  people  of  New  Zealand  thanks  that  I  was 
so  careful  so  many  years  ago  as  to  have  secured  a 
privilege  for  them  which  the  necessities  of  the 
time  and  what  has  now  taken  place  will  call  upon 
them  to  exercise.  I  contend  that  every  one  of 
the  reasons  I  have  urged  shows  the  necessity  for 
our  following  the  course  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chahners  has  said  will  be  taken. 
I  am  DOW  one  of  the  rank-and-file  of  the  party. 
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I  will  etand  bj  him  to  the  last  in  that  det«miiiia- 
tion.     I  am  sure  that  we  shall  triumph  in  the 
course  we  are  entering  upon.     I  am  certain  that 
the  end  we  aim  at  is  judicious  and  right,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  no  single  member  of  the  great 
Liberal  party  which  has  arisen  in  this  House  will 
flinch  in  the  contest  which  is  coming.     I  have  seen 
that  Liberal  party  grow  from  three  or  four  mem- 
bers to  become  a  great  power  in  the  country.     I 
hare  seen  it  increase  until  it  is  now  a  majority  of 
this  House,  and  until  those  honorable  gentlemen 
on  the  Government  benches  strire  to  proTe  their 
Liberalism  to  retain  power.    That  is  the  case  now 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  who  says  "  No/'  and 
hides  himself  in  a  comer,  whence  a  Toice  comes 
out — a  voice  we  well  know,  but  little  heed.    Now, 
Sir,  the  question  is  this  :  Are  we  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  ?    Shall  we 
allow  any  person  to  dictate  to  us  as  to  who  our 
Prime  Minister  is  to  be  P     Shall  we  allow  any 
interference  on  the  part  of  another  Chamber  in 
sending  their  members  here  ?     I  say  we  ought 
to  make  a  stand  against  that.     I  say  a  law  should 
be  introduced  which  would  prevent  such  a  thing 
being  ever  repeated  again  as  has  been  now  done  a 
second  time  in  this  colony.     One  such  occurrence 
might  be  forgiven,  because  it  might  be  concluded 
that  an  honorable  gentlemen  leaving  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  once  had  really  abandoned  it,  and 
had  no  intention  of  returning  ;  but  I  eay  that  a 
man  who  twice  contracts  with  his  Sovereign,  '*  I 
accept  from  you  the  office  for  life,"  binds  the 
Queen  to  maintain  him   there  for  life.    If  he 
resigns  in  this  manner,  there  is  no  mutuality  of 
contract  between  them ;  and  I  say  it  is  unfair. 
Considered  bv  every  rule  of  right,  to  do  such  a 
thing  twice  is  a  wrong  act,  which   should  call 
a  blush  to  the  man's  cheek  who  has  done  it.     I 
say  it  is  an  absolute  breach  of  contract  with  the 
Sovereign,  which  ought  not  to  be  allowed.    Now, 
what  chance  have  we  if  such  things  can  be  done, 
assuming  that  a  Governor  chooses  to  take  an  in- 
terest in  some  special  side  in  the  country,  and  with 
a  nominated  Upper  House  absolutely  opposed  to 
us  ?     We  have  very  few  friends  in  it :  they  could 
all  bo  numbered  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand.    That 
House  mixes  up  with  us  in  our  lobbies  and  other 
rooms,  with  the  power  of  interfering  and  lobbying, 
and  using  various  means  to  draw  members  to  their 
side.     Then,  besides  those  two  exterior  forces 
acting  against  the  great  party  which  is  a  majority 
of  this  House,  we  have  here  a  strong  minority  to 
contend  agninst.     Nothing  but  perfect  unanimity 
upon  our  part  can  give  us  the  victory,  or  can 
secure  that  ilio  measures  necespary  for  this  coun- 
try will  really  be  carried  to  completion.   Although, 
as  I  have  said  in  this  House,  there  can  be  no  halt- 
ing now,  and  that  the  measures  must  be  of  the 
most  liberal  kind,  who  can  tell  what  will  befall 
them  in  another  Chamber?     Who  can  foretell 
that  ?    I  say  that  nothing  but  a  determination  on 
our  part  to  fight  every  force  that  we  may  find  op- 
posed to  us — a  determination  to  conquer  or  perish 
in  the  struggle — can  yet  lead  us  triumphantly 
through.     I  have  heard  to-day  many  rumours 
which  I  really  think  are  not  without  foundation. 
It  is  said  that,  after  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill  is 
passed  to-morrow,  a  dissolution  will  be  given. 
Sir  Q,  Ore^ 


Honorable  eentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  may  laugh,  but  I  am  certain  that  has  been 
considered.  1  am  certain,  from  what  I  hare 
heard,  that  it  has  been  considered.  What  decision 
may  have  been  come  to  I  cannot  say ;  but  I  would 
not  trust  the  honorable  gentlemen  with  the  money. 
I  say  it  would  be  a  cruel  thing  to  New  Zealand 
to  allow  a  dissolution.    We  have  those  honorable 

fentlemen's  noses  to  the  grindstone,  and  we  must 
eep  them  there.  There  must  be  no  escape  now 
— no  room  to  get  away  from  the  promises  given — 
the  democratic  measures  they  have  promised.  We 
must  take  care  that  the  means  of  obtaining  a  dis- 
solution are  not  intrusted  to  them  now,  until  the 
measures  we  have  at  heart  are  absolutely  passed. 
If  we  do  this,  we  shall  triumph.  If  we  do  thia, 
we  shall  see  voting  for  these  measures  the  very 
gentlemen  wlio  have  for  years  voted  against  them. 
I  see  one — the  honorable  member  for  Avon,  I 
believe — who  has  voted  against  the  Triennial  Par- 
liaments Bill  always.  I  should  be  sorry  to  make 
a  mistake,  but  I  have  looked  into  Hansard,  and 
find  what  I  say  is  the  case.  I  find  that  other 
members  have  done  the  same  thing. 

An  Hon.  Memb£B. — The  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers. 

Mr.  MACANDRE W.  —  That  wae  five  years 
ago. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  was  going  to  say  I  should  be 
glad  to  see  them  come  into  the  House  clad  in 
white  sheets,  as  penitents.  I  am  sure  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  would  look  well 
in  that  attire.  I  should  like  to  see  them  as  peni- 
tents, clad  in  white,  going  into  the  lobbies.  This 
I  am  quite  certain  of:  that  now  we  shall  get 
those  measures  in  a  more  liberal  form  than  I  ever 
hoped  to  see.  I  can  feel  satisfied  that  I  hare 
rebutted  one  of  the  slanders  I  have  heard  uttered 
in  this  House.  I  heard  an  honorable  gentleman 
say,  with  regard  to  myself,  the  other  evening, 
and  with  regard  to  a  measure,  that  "  it  was  just 
such  a  Bill  as  he  would  have  expected  to  have 
emanated  from  Sir  George  Grey.  The  honor-- 
able  gentleman  says  "Hear,  hear;"  but  I  have 

f'ven  a  complete  and  triumphant  answer  to  that, 
had  once  the  power  of  legislating  myself.  I 
had  once  the  power  so  &r  to  legislate  that  I 
could  recommend  to  the  British  Parliament  an 
Act  to  pass.  And  what  was  passed  P  A  Consti- 
tution Act.  There  was  read  out  the  other  night 
an  admission  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  in  all 
respects  but  one  that  measure  was  passed  as  it 
came  framed  from  my  hand ;  and  that  one  altera- 
tion was  a  blot  upon  it.  I  can  say  this,  in  reply 
to  the  cruel  taunt  that  was  made  the  other  night : 
"There!  look!  I  once  had  the  power  of  making 

I  a  law,  and  there  it  is."  Here  I  have  been  tram- 
melled and  thwarted  in  every  possible  way  and 

'  could  not  freely  introduce  Bills ;  but  without  un- 
duly boasting  I  can  say,  with  regard  to  that  Act, 
"  Exegi  monumentum  acre  perennius." 

I  Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Sir,  I  am  very  sorry  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
on  this  occasion,  as  on  many  others,  watched  very 
carefully,  so  that  a  more  able  speaker  whom  he 
was  going  to  attack  had  lost  the  chance  of  reply- 

'  ing  before  he  himself  got  up  to  attack  him.  I 
regret  very  much  that  my  honorable  colleague  the 
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Premier  was  not  able  to  answer  the  speech  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  just  made.  I  feel 
Terj  stronglj,  as  any  honorable  member  must 
feel,  that  it  requires  a  remarkably  good  speaker 
to  do  justice  to  himself  when  following  the 
honorable  gentleman.  There  was  a  time  when  I 
listened  with  pleasure  to  that  honorable  gentle- 
man ;  there  was  a  time  when  I  thought  that 
tliere  was  a  true  ring  in  his  Toice ;  there  was  a 
time  when  I  thought  that  he  had  the  interests  of 
the  people  at  heart — that  he  had  sympathy  with 
the  wrongs  and  sufferings  of  humanity :  and, 
although  I  thought  he  t^ed  a  little  too  much 
about  them,  yet  I  felt  at  one  time  that  he  was  a 
man  we  might  be  proud  to  have  among  us.  I 
confess  that  my  opinion  has  undergone  an  entire 
change.  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  way  the  House 
aat  and  listened  to  the  declamatory  speech  we  have 
just  heard,  that  the  House  has  come  to  the  same 
conclusion  as  mjself .  1  am  sure,  from  what  I  have 
■een  in  the  country,  that  the  people  are  tired  of 
the  cant  that  falls  from  that  honorable  member 
on  every  occasion  he  gets  up  to  speak.  We  have 
been  accustomed,-from  the  position  he  has  held  in 
the  oobny,  from  respect  for  his  years,  from  re- 
epeet  for  his  abilitirs — which  are  great — I  say  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  sit  and  listen  to  what 
would  not  be  tolerated  from  any  other  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  We  have  been  told  that  we 
who  sit  on  these  benches  are  yearning  for 
place  and  power ;  that  we  have  no  desire 
beyond  that.  I  think  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires,  which  has  placed  us  here,  will  resent 
such  a  statement  as  an  insult  to  itself.  Are 
members  who,  after  a  division  in  this  House, 
take  up  the  position  of  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
— are  they  to  be  told,  almost  before  they  have 
£Ot  on  these  benches,  that  they  are  yearning 
for  pelf  and  power?  It  is  an  iniult  to  the 
positiou  that  any  man  in  this  country  ought  to 
look  up  to  with  laudable  ambition,  and  which 
ought  to  be  only  hold  by  men  who  respect  the 
position,  and  who  re:>pect  themselves.  Are  we  to 
be  told  that  we  are  tied  to  the  chariot-wheels  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  ?  He  gave  a  very  signi- 
ficant intimation  to  this  Houce  of  what  will  hap- 
pen if  he  gets  his  wicked  way  in  respect  to  the 
S resent  political  crisis.  He  it  going  to  form  a 
ying  column  —  he  is  going  to  dictate  to  the 
Miuidtry  that  may  be  in  power  the  policy  of  the 
country.  There  is  going  to  be  a  third  party— a 
power  without  responsibility,  without  place,  and 
without  respect  for  the  will  of  the  people  as 
represented  by  a  majoritv  in  this  House.  We 
ehall  have  that  honorable  gentleman,  without 
place  or  respoubibility,  influencing  most  preju- 
dicially our  deUberations.  He  tells  us  that  he 
will  move  an  address  from  the  House  to  His 
Excellency  the  G-ovemor,  asking  him  to  remove 
hia  friends  from  these  benches.  I  appeal  to 
this  House  to  consider  what  that  means.  We 
who  sit  on  these  benches  will  defend  the  honor 
of  the  Crown  while  we  remain  here.  We  will 
not  do  as  the  honorable  gentleman  has  done 
during  the  past  two  years — drag  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Crown  on  the  floor  of  this  House  ; 
we  will  not  do  as  he  has  done — bring  an  absent 
gentleman  on  to  the  floor  of  this  House,  and  talk 


disparagingly  of  him  behind  his  back,  after  being 
sworn  to  defend  him.  If  we  happen  to  differ 
from  the  Governor,  we  know  our  constitutional 
position  to  be  this :  It  is  to  resign  when  we  differ, 
and  when  that  difference  is  thoroughly  esta- 
blished. That  is  the  constitutional  position  of 
Ministers :  nobody  knows  that  better  tlian  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself.  He  knows  that 
when  responsible  goremment  was  first  introduced 
here,  much  against  his  will,  and  with  the  very 
greatest  difficulty,  the  first  duty  of  the  Ministers 
was  to  insist  on  obtaining  in  writing  from  him 
an  assurance  of  the  course  that  he,  as  Governor, 
would  take.  A  Minister  came  down  and  told  this 
House :  We  will  not  hold  our  seats  on  these 
benches  and  differ  from  the  Governor  of  the 
colony ;  we  are  quite  sure  that,  sooner  or  later, 
pressure  will  be  brought  to  bear  upon  a  Gover- 
nor who  ventures  to  disregard  the  popular  will. 
Well,  that  was  the  position  of  that  honorable 
gentleman.     We  are  quite  sure  that  the  popular 

Pressure  that  will  be  brought  to  bear  upon  a 
bvemor  who  neglects  the  popular  will,  can  only 
be  properly  brought  to  bear  by  Ministers  resign- 
ing from  time  to  time.  If  they  continue  to  do 
that,  sooner  or  later  the  Governor  will  be  beaten. 
What  have  we  had  here?  We  have  had  that 
honorable  gentleman,  sworn  to  advise  the  Crown, 
sworn  to  deal  loyally  by  its  representative — we 
have  had  him  flinging  the  name  of  the  Governor 
before  us,  and  subjecting  him  to  contumely  and 
insults  in  the  presence  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  done 
more  in  the  past  two  jears  to  make  responsible 
government,  upon  which  the  liberties  of  the 
people  at  large  depend,  hateful  and  distaste- 
ful in  the  eyes  of  the  colonists  generally  than  I 
could  have  believed  possible  to  have  been  done 
in  so  short  a  time.  He  knows  perfectly  well  that 
according  to  all  constitutional  practice  it  is  an 
improper  thing  for  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  or 
for  one  who  has  recently  held  that  position,  to 
refer  to  what  has  passed  between  him  and  the 
Govemor  in  his  constitutional  relations.  Yet  he 
hxs  come  down  here  and  has  made  an  attack 
upon  the  Govemor,  and  has  said  that  he  has 
done  things  that  neither  the  Governor  nor  the 
House  has  any  opportunity  of  forming  any  judg- 
ment upon.  The  honorable  member  went  on  to 
speak  of  the  constitutional  position.  He  said 
what  he  has  said  before,  and  what,  it  appears  to 
me,  he  will  state  a  great  many  times  again,  to  be 
rebutted  as  often.  He  said  that  when  my  honor- 
able friend  carried  the  resolution  which  he  did 
carry  in  this  House — "  That  this  House  had  no 
confidence  in  the  Ministry  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted"— he  was  bound  to  reconstruct  the  exist- 
ing Ministry  or  to  tender  his  resignation  tp  the 
Governor.  Now,  it  is  well  known  that  there  were 
a  certain  number  of  honorable  members  in  the 
party  at  the  time— not  many — who  believed  that 
a  reconstruction  was  necessary,  and  that  that 
was  the  most  feasible  course  to  bo  taken.  It  was 
in  deference  to  their  wishes  that  the  resolution 
was  so  framed.  But,  as  is  ordinarily  the  case,  a 
party  working  together  has  to  sink  its  individual 
opinions  when  it  becomes  impossible  to  carry 
out  those  opinions.     Well,  what  was  the  position 
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of  the  case  ?  My  honorable  friend  brought  down 
his  resolution.  The  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  was  then  on  the  benches 
here ;  and  he  distinctly  stated  from  these  benches, 
in  unmistakable  terms,  that  they  would  accept 
no  terms  —  accept  of  no  coalition  whatever  — 
accept  of  no  reconstruction.  Every  honorable 
member  in  this  House  who  voted  for  that  resolu- 
tion did  so  with  his  eyes  open  to  the  fact  that  no 
coalition  or  reconstruction  would  be  permitted. 
Sir,  they  knew  that  thoroughly,  and  it  is  simply 
misleading  to  say  that  is  not  the  case.  Well,  Sir, 
I  come  t^  what  the  honorable  gentleman  says  this 
Government  has  been  formed  for.  It  has  been 
formed,  he  says,  to  promote  particular  views  ;  it 
has  been  formed  to  create  a  great  landed  aristo- 
cracy ;  it  has  been  formed  to  continue  a  body 
of  men  in  power  who  have  made  it  the  busiupss 
of  their  lives  to  grasp  the  public  lands.  And 
then,  he  adds  to  this  declaration  —  as  he  does 
when  he  makes  any  proposition  more  monstrous 
than  he  has  made  before :  he  says,  "  That  is  the 
case.  Sir."  Well,  Sir,  I  say  it  is  not  the  case. 
Who  are  the  members  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment? Am  I  one  of  the  lanaed  aristocracy? 
Have  I  no  popular  sympathies  ?  I  should  like  to 
see  the  honorable  gentleman  come  down  and  con- 
test an  election  with  me  among  my  own  people. 
The  honorable  member  here — in  this  House — 
challenged  me  to  go  and  meet  him  before  my  own 
people.  1  did  so.  I  went  into  a  very  great 
crush,  at  the  imminent  risk  of  my  life — it  was  very 
doubtful  whether  I  should  ever  come  out  alive 
again — on  purpose  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
attacking  me.  He  dared  not  do  it  before  my 
own  people.  That  was  at  Cliristchurch.  I  met 
him  the  next  day,  and  told  him  I  was  going  to 
another  meeting  of  his,  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  me  befoi*e  my  own  people. 
This  was  at  Lyttelton.  I  wont  there.  I  waited 
to  see  him  there.  He  knew  I  was  present.  I  went 
in  the  train  with  him,  and  was  desirous  of  giving 
him  an  opportunity  of  attacking  me.  He  knew 
perfectly  well  that  tlie  moment  he  attacked  me  ho 
would  have  the  whole  meeting  down  upon  him, 
and  he  dared  not  do  it.  Well,  Sir,  in  an  ill- 
advised  moment  some  injudicious  gentleman,  who 
thought  he  was  promoting  the  great  Liberal  cause, 
ventured  to  bring  me  up  to  the  meeting  and  to 
demand  that  I  should  be  heard.  I  was  heard ;  and 
what  did  the  honorable  gentleman  say  ?  He  said, 
"  I  have  a  great  respect  for  my  friend.  I  always 
had  a  great  respect  for  him.  I  wish  he  was  work- 
ing on  my  side.  When  I  find  him  supporting 
my  measures,  he  will  have  no  better  or  stronger 
fnend  than  I  am.'*  Sir,  here  we  are.  We  have 
brought  these  Bills  down.  I  claim  his  promise. 
They  are  not  only  far  more  liberal  than  his  Bills, 
but  they  are  plain  and  comprehensible.  Tliey 
are  better  Bills  altogether ;  and,  what  is  more, 
they  will  pass.  We  do  not  want  the  honorable 
member  to  be  dragging  semi-liberal  and  pseuda- 
liberal  measures  before  the  people,  and  holding 
them  up  as  a  class  cry  for  the  future.  We  want 
to  see  this  question  disposed  of;  and  disposed  of 
it  shall  be.  We  shall  deprive  the  honorable  gentle- 
man of  that  pleasure  which  he  derives  from 
slandering  his  neighbours  and  raising  class  cries 
Mr,  RoUeaton 


throughout  the  country.  We  shall  pass  these 
liberal  measures.  He  has  told  us — and  I  think 
this  House  lies  under  a  very  grave  imputation — 
that  this  House  has  members  in  it  who  hare  been 
pledging  themselves  to  vote  on  his  side  on  condi- 
tion that  he  would  support  iniquitous  grants  of 
land — 40,000  acres,  I  think — n%  the  price  of  a 
vote  in  this  House.  Let  us  have  that  honovable 
gentleman  up  here ;  let  us  know  who  he  is.  I 
say  it  is  a  gross  slander,  and  I  dare  him  to  name 
the  honorable  gentleman.  I  say  he  it  bound  as  a 
gentleman,  he  is  bound  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  and  he  is  bound  as  a  man  who  has  any 
regard  for  a  shred  of  political  reputation  such  as 
that  which  is  left  to  him,  to  do  that.  He  spoke 
just  now  of  Cheviot.  Who  made  the  County  of 
Cheviot  a  great  sheep-walk  ?  Who  signed  away 
those  Native  lands  —  the  Whakatane  grants  — 
16,000  acres  of  land  at  threepence  an  acre? 
Why,  that  honorable  gentleman's  Ministry.  I 
challenge  the  honorable  gentleman  to  bring  that 
case  before  me.  I  hold  at  present  the  portfblb 
of  Minister  of  Lands.  There  shall  be  no  trans- 
action done  that  either  he  or  any  other  member 
may  not  see  in  my  office.  This  Ministry  will 
do  no  such  thing  as  sign  away  public  lands  or 
lands  of  Natives  in  the  manner  they  were  signed 
away  by  the  last  Government.  Then,  Sir,  the 
honorable  gentleman  went  on  to  attack  my 
honorable  colleague  the  Premier,  who  I  do  not 
suppose  cared  very  much  what  he  said  about 
him.      He  went  on   to  attack   that    honorable 

fentleman  on  the  question  of  bis  learrng  tJie 
Ipper  House.  Really,  I  feel  amazed  at  that 
being  mode  a  subject  of  attack.  The  honorable 
gentleman  has  left  a  comparatively  easy  posttaon, 
and  has  come  down  here  to  do  his  duty  as  a 
citizen  of  this  country,  and  is  doing  it.  I  do  not 
think  that  requires  any  apology.  Is  the  law 
against  it?  What  does  the  Constitution  Act — 
that  monumentum  ctere  perennius — say  ? — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  member  of  the  said 
Legislative  Council,  by  writing  under  his  band 
addressed  to  the  Governor,  to  resign  his  seat  in 
the  said  Council ;  and,  upon  such  resignation  and 
acceptance  thereof  by  the  Gbvcmor,  the  seat  of 
such  member  shall  become  vacant." 

Well,  Sir,  what  is  the  case?  The  honorable 
member  says  my  honorable  colleague  has  been 
doing  this  twice :  that,  in  the  first  instance,  he 
resigned  his  seat  in  the  Council  in  the  year 
1867.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  Governor  of 
the  colony  then,  and  he  accepted  my  honor- 
able friend's  resignation  without  a  murmur.  He 
never  said  a  syllable  about  the  great  wrong  that 
was  being  done  to  the  Constitution  of  which  lis 
was  the  author.  There  was  no  impropriety Jn  it 
then. 

Sir  G.  GREY.—I  should  like  to  make  a  pe^' 
sonal  explanation.  I  would  simply  point  oat 
that  when  the  honorable  gentleman  first  resigned 
his  seat  there  was  no  knowledge  that  he  was  to 
go  into  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  had,  one  month  before  I  re- 
signed ray  seat,  addressed  the  electors  of  Heath- 
cote. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  honorable  gentlemsn 
says  that  the  Upper  House  has  sent  my  honor- 
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able  friend  here.  I  take  it,  it  is  not  the  Upper 
House  that  sent  him,  but  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant* constituencies  in  the  colony.  There  is  not 
a  constituency  in  the  colony  that  would  not  be 
proud  of  him.  There  is  not  a  constituency  in  the 
colony  that  does  not  belieTC  him,  when  he  says  a 
thing.  I  wish  I  could  say  the  same  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman.  The  insincerity  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  become  a  proverb  and  a  by- word  in 
the  country.  Take  those  papers  I  laid  on  the 
table  the  other  day  with  regard  to  immigration. 
I  feel  ashamed,  as  a  public  man,  that  such  a  fraud 
upon  the  public  should  hare  been  perpetrated 
as  was  committed  by  the  honorable  gentleman. 
What  did  he  tell  that  great  meeting  at  Christ- 
church,  which  I  attended  at  much  personal  in- 
couTenience  ?  He  said  that  the  immigration  that 
was  going  on  was  at  the  dictation  of  the  great 
landholders,  who  were  pestering  him  to  bring  in 
people,  in  order  to  cheapen  labour  and  increase 
the  yalue  of  their  estates  at  the  expense  of  the 
working-man.  What  was  the  honorable. gentle- 
man doing  at  that  very  moment  ?  What  sort  of 
conscience,  what  sort  of  heart,  what  sort  of  head 
could  he  hare  ?  What  had  he  in  liis  right  hand 
when  he  was  saying  that?  Sir,  I  feel  ashamed 
of  him,  as  a  public  man.  I  feel  ashamed  of 
him  in  every  possible  way.  He  at  that  time  knew 
not  only  that  the  immigration  which  was  then 
going  on  ought  not  to  be  going  on — considering 
the  bad  harvest  and  other  circumstances  which 
he  ought  to  hare  taken  into  consideration — but 
that  he  bad  sent  Home  a  request  that  six  thou- 
sand additional  immigranti  might  be  poured  in. 
What  can  we  think  of  a  man  who  would  venture 
to  speak  to  his  fellow- men,  and  to  deceive  them 
in  such  a  gross  manner  as  that  ?  The  honorable 
gentleman's  insincerity  has  become  a  by- word. 
There  was  a  time  when  I  respected  him.  I  liave 
no  respect  for  him  now. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— May  I  be  allowed  to  make  a 
personal  explanation  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  member  speaking 
gives  way,  you  may  do  so ;  but,  if  not,  you  must 
wait  until  the  honorable  gentleman  has  concluded 
his  speech. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Sir,  I  am  not  an  adept 
at  speaking;  I  must  ask  the  House  to  indulge 
me.     I  should  give  way,  but  I  have  not   that 

r»wer  of  speech  the  honorable  gentleman  has,  and 
must  ask  him  to  reserve  any  personal  explana- 
tion he  may  have  to  make  until  afterwards.  He 
t«ll8  us  that  the  Gk>vernor  accepted  my  honorable 
colleague's  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  without  advice.  I  say  he  had  no 
right  to  tell  the  House  that.  He  knows  that  it 
was  perfectly  unconstitutional  to  make  that  state- 
ment to  the  House.  Whether  it  is  true  or  not  I 
do  not  know.  He  said,  as  usual,  "That  is  the 
case ;"  and  I  have  my  doubts  about  it.  He  says 
the  Ministry  must  represent  this  House.  The 
Ministry  has  no  reason  to  suppose,  at  the  present 
time,  that  it  does  not  represent  the  House— no 
reason  whatever ;  and,  until  it  is  shown  to  the 
(contrary,  we  are  in  that  position  that  we  have  a 
right  to  presume  that  we  have  the  confidence  of 
the  House,  and  we  shall  act  upon  that  presump- 
tion.   The  honorable  gentleman  said,  "  What  is 


it  that  gives  seats  in  the  Legislative  Council  ? 
Land,  Sir" — this  "dull,  insensate  land,"  he  has 
spoken  of  to  the  crowds  in  his  tour.  Dull,  in- 
sensate land  gives  seats  in  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil !  I  imagine,  Sir,  from  what  wo  have  seen  in 
the  Gazettes  during  the  last  two  years,  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  himself  has  been  giving 
seats,  not  land.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any 
comment  on  those  appointments,  but  I  should 
like  to  say  this,  with  regard  to  the  Legislative 
Council :  that  I  hope  the  time  will  not  come 
when  any  ridiculous  cry  will  lead  this  House 
to  give  up  the  power  that  it  now  has  over  the 
constitution  of  that  Council  through  Respon- 
sible Ministers.  Then  we  have  this  other  idea. 
When  we  have  done  with  this  popular  repre- 
sentation— when  these  Bills  are  passed  which  are 
to  enfranchise  sixty  thousand  serfs — when  that 
cry  is  done,  we  are  going  to  have,  if  you  please,  the 
cry  of  "Elective  Governors."  God  forbid,  say  I. 
Sir,  this  country  does  not  want  any  more  of  these 
cries.  We  have  got  plenty  before  us.  Whatever 
may  be  our  fate,  we  shall  certainly  respect  the 
deliberate  decision  of  this  House  when  it  has  had 
a  fair  opportunity  of  forming  its  judgment  upon 
us.  The  honorable  gentleman  says  a  dissolution 
has  been  considered.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  a  dissolution  at  all.  I  know  of  nothing 
but  that  we  sit  here  on  these  benches,  that  we 
are  going  to  show  the  country  that  we  are  in 
earnest  about  Uberal  measures,  and  we  are  going 
to  show  the  country  what  its  true  position  is.  A 
seat  on  these  benches  is  no  easy  place ;  I  cannot 
think  that  any  man  would  take  one  except  under 
a  sense  of  duty ;  and  I  say  this  :  that  whoever 
comes  here  will  have  a  most  onerous  duty  under 
such  a  state  of  things  as  was  revealed  last  night 
in  regard  to  our  finances  and  to  Native  affairs. 
Those  are  burning  questions.  The  question  of 
whether  my  honorable  friend  ventured  to  come 
down  from  the  Upper  House  to  serve  his  country 
in  the  Lower  Chamber  is  not  one  which  will 
agitate  the  public  mind.  The  burning  questions 
that  are  coming  on  are  in  consequence  of  the  grogs 
maladministration  that  has  taken  phicc  during  the 
past  two  years.  I  say  that  deliberately.  I  my- 
self have  no  desire  for  office  any  more  than  my 
honorable  friends  who  sit  near  me.  We  will  do 
our  duty,  as  we  have  in  other  times.  No  Ministry 
will  sit  long  on  these  benches  in  future  that  does 
not  do  its  duty  in  a  very  difi'erent  way  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  duty  of  government 
has  been  performed  during  the  past  two  years. 
I  say  that  with  some  knowledge  and  experience 
of  public  work ;  and  I  say  it  after  a  week's  expe- 
rience that  has  failed  altogether  in  overtaking  the 
arrears  of  work  in  the  offices  as  they  now  exist. 
Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  proposal  for  stone- 
walling :  Wo  have  now  got,  from  the  great  Pro- 
consul— from  this  man  who  would  fain  lead  us  to 
beUeve  that  the  eyes  of  the  world,  as  well  as  of 
New  Zealand,  are  upon  him — the  information  that 
he  is  coming  into  the  House  of  Parliament  to 
"  stone- wall."  I  ask  the  country  and  the  House  to 
see  what  that  means.  Surely  we  have  had  degra- 
dation enough,  without  allowing  ourselves  to  be 
dragged  through  the  dirt  in  that  way.  I  hope  the 
good  sense  of  this  House,  and  regard  for  its  true 
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dignitj,  will  determine  honorable  members  upon 
the  adoption  of  a  more  dignified  courBe  than  that. 
"What  act  was  ever  done  that  will  meet  with  more 
general  reprobation  than  that  done  bj  the  honor- 
able niembpr  for  Port  Clialmere,  who,  before  my 
honorable  friend  the  Pn^mier  had  actuallj  formed 
his  Ministry,  announced  from  his  place  on  these 
benches  his  intention  to  move  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Ministry  ?  That,  I  think,  is  one 
of  the  most  discreditable  things  that  have  ever 
taken  place  in  the  history  of  parliamentary  go- 
vernment. 1  have  now  notliing  more  to  say.  I 
have  only  got  to  assure  this  House  that  they 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  us  in  the  way  of  stick- 
ing to  ofilce.  We  can  handsomely  aflbrd  to  t^ke 
no  notice  of  such  slanders  as  the  tongue  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  seems  most 
fitted  to  utter.  We  can  aflbrd  to  pass  by  such 
slanders  as  that  we  are  holding  these  benches 
for  pelf  or  power.  I  am  here  aa  a  member  of 
the  House  of  some  years'  standing,  and  I  assure 
the  House  that  we  will  neither  slander  members 
of  this  House  nor  degrade  the  benches  we  hold  by 
dragging  the  Crown  throu(;h  the  dirt;  neither 
shaU  we  disregard  the  deliberate  opinion  of  this 
House,  when  it  lias  had  proper  and  ample  means 
of  forming  a  judgment  upon  us. 

Mr.  REID. — I  feel  §on»o  hesitation  in  following 
such  able  and  experienced  speakers  as  those  who 
have  preceded  me  ;  yet  I  also  feel  that  some 
remarks  have  fallen  from  the  honorable  member 
who  has  just  rat  down  which  should  not  bo 
allowed  to  pass  unrefuted.  The  speech  which 
we  have  just  listened  to  is  very  similar  to  a 
number  of  speeches  delivered  in  this  House  dur- 
ing last  session,  and  the  present  session  also,  and 
which  consist  of  nothing  but  a  tirade  of  abuse 
upon  Sir  George  Grey.  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  listening  to  these  speeches,  and  of  wit- 
nessing the  opening  of  the  mud-batteries  from 
the  Opposition  last  sesbion;  and  now  we  are  to  be 
treated  in  a  similar  way  by  the  present  Ministry. 
I  rise  to  support  the  motion  which  has  been  tabled 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers, 
and  I  think  we  who  are  in  the  Opposition  are 
driven  to  take  this  course  to  prevent  the  Ministry 
advancing  one  step;  and  the  fault  lies  with  them- 
selves. I  regret  that  so  much  time  has  been  lost, 
and  I  feel  certain  the  country  is  not  satisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  this  House  in  wasting  so  much 
time;  but,  as  I  have  just  said,  it  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  action  taken  by  the  Ministerial 
party.  Ministers  know  perfectly  well  that  they 
have  not  a  majority  in  this  House.  They  are 
perfectly  conscious  of  it,  and  mean  to  throw 
every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  our  showing  that  wo 
have  the  majority  of  the  House  against  them.  I 
hear  the  Hon.  the  Premier  laugh,  but  I  chal- 
lenge him.    The  Premier 

Mr.  HALL. — I  did  not  laugh. 

Mr.  BEID. — I  beg  the  honorable  gentlenmn's 
pardon.  The  honorable  member  who  laughed  i** 
very  near  the  Premier ;  but  I  challenge  him  or 
any  other  member  on  those  benches  to  come  to  a 
division  this  night.  We  aie  prepared  to  come  to 
a  division,  and  are  waiting  anxiously  for  them  to 
say  when  they  are  prepared  to  meet  that  vote  of 
want  of  confidence.  For  several  days  past  the 
Mr,  BoVeston 


Premier  would  give  no  reply,  merely  stating  that 
he  would  take  that  vote  at  a  reasonable  ^ime. 
Now,  after  being  pressed  into  a  comer,  he  ^ould 
grant  a  hearing  of  this  motion  on  Tuesday  next, 
but  not  sooner.  Now,  is  it  reasonable  that  we 
should  have  to  wait  here  another  week  talking  in 
this  way  against  time,  as  it  wero,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  the  Premier  an  opportunity  of  search- 
ing through  those  pigeon-holes  for  some  more 
charges  against  the  late  Government  ?  The 
honorable  member  for  Avon  has  just  disposed, 
as  he  imagines,  of  Sir  George  Grey.  We  heard 
a  great  deal  of  abuse  of  Sir  George  Grey  last 
session.  We  hear  a  little  more  this  session.  Wo 
who  came  here  to  support  the  Grey  Ministry  and 
Liberal  measures  were  stigmatized  as  young  "Grey- 
hounds." I  do  not  know  in  what  way  we  are 
entitled  to  be  so  stigmatized,  except  on  the  ground 
that  we  have  hunted  the  old  Fox  from  the  fold, 
and  are  now  called  upon  to  watch  after  the  rats 
that  are  likely  to  infes^t  it.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton),  I  think  this  after- 
noon, made  a  remark  which  took  me  somewhat 
aback.  He  said  that,  even  if  the  Opposition 
turned  out  the  Ministry,  he  did  not  think  in  the 
Opposition  ranks  there  were  members  competent 
to  form  a  new  Ministry.  Now,  the  whole  of  this 
discussion  has  come  down  to  a  question  of  men 
and  not  measures,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  we 
have  in  the  Opposition  men  who  will  as  creditably 
fill  the  Treasury  benches  as  those  who  are  now 
seated  there.  I  ask,  looking  at  the  old  leader 
of  the  party,  where  is  the  one  we  can  pick  out 
from  the  other  side  to  put  on  the  same  platform 
with  Sir  Georgo  Grey  ?  He  is  a  gentleman  who 
does  not  require  that  any  young  member  should 
advocate  his  cause  or  say  one  word  in  his 
favour.  His  name  is  stamped  on  the  colony. 
He  is  a  man  who  has  been  tlie  chosen  associate  of 
the  greatest  and  best  men  this  century  has  pro- 
duced— ^a  man  well  versed  in  science,  in  litera- 
ture, in  arms,  in  discovery,  in  government,  in 
philanthropy ;  and  in  hi*s  knowledge  of  the 
constitutional  laws  of  this  country,  and  bis 
acquaintance  with  every  part  and  parcel  of  this 
land  we  live  in,  he  stands  unequalled  by  any 
man  in  this  House.  And  that  is  the  gentleman 
whom  they  are  now  stigmatizing,  and  have  been 
stigmatizing  for  the  last  six  or  eight  months. 
Why,  the  honorable  member  for  Avon  challenged 
Sir  George  Grey  to  go  and  contest  the  election 
with  him  in  his  small  constituency.  What  did 
the  late  Premier  do  ?  Did  he  not  go  to  a  larger 
constituency  than  was  ever  represented  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon  ? — and  there  he  con- 
tested successfully,  and  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  poll  in  a  large  constituency  to  which  he 
was  a  perfect  stranger.  The  honorable  member 
for  Avon  represents  some  825  electors  altogether, 
over  the  age  of  t  wenty-one  years — a  mere  pocket- 
borough  as  compared  with  the  City  of  Christ- 
church.  And  the  late  Premier  goes  to  Christ- 
church,  and  is  returned  at  the  head  of  the  poll; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that,  if  he  went  to  any 
constituency  in  New  Zealand,  he  would  meet 
with  equal  success. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb.— Let  him  try  Cheviot. 

Mr.  BEID. — I  do  not  mean  to  pick  out  mem- 
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ben  from  the  Opposition  ranka  and  compare  { 
them  with  those  on  the  Ministerial  benches,  but 
I  think  we  haTO  in  the  Opposition  gentlemen  who 
haTo  had  greater  experience — whose  lives  and  ex- 
perience fit  them  for  a  position  on  tbose  benches 
in  preference  to  those  who  are  now  occupying  ' 
them.    The  honorable  member  who  leads  the  Op- 
poeition  is  a  gentleman  who  bas  spent  his  whole  ; 
lifetime  for  the  benefit  of  this  country,  and  I 
think  there  is  no  one  on  those  benches  who  can  . 
appear    more    favourably    in    the    eyes    of  the  { 
ooantry  than  that  gentleman.    Now,  I  will  go  i 
farther  and  say  that  the  honorable  member  mr  , 
Port  Chalmers  is  justified  in  taking  this  course,  I 
because  the  Ministers  will  not  give  way,  and  will  i 
use  every  step  that  they  possibly  can  to  stare  off 
the  voice  of  Parliament.     They  not  only  do  not 
represent  the  majority  in  this  House,  but  never 
did  represent  the  majority  of  the  country.     I  have 
gone  to  the  trouble  of  taking  out  the  figures  from 
a  return  recently  laid  on  the  table  of  this  House 
— but  it  would  take  too  long  a  time  to  give  all 
the  particulars— showing  most  distinctly  that  the 
Ministerial   party  have  never,  even  in  the  late 
division,  represented  a  majority  of  the  electors  in 
this  colony.     I  will  say  this  much,  however : 
Taking  oot  the  total  figures  represented  at  the 
last  division,  those  who  voted  in  favour  of  the 
Grey  Ministry  represented  21,297  electors  where 
elections  were  contested,  while  those  who  were 
returned  unopposed  represented   13,259  voters. 
The  Opposition  votes  represented  19,092  votes 
where   the  elections  were  contested,   and   3,175 
where  the  elections  were  not  contested :  so  that 
the  Grey  Government,  though  in  a  minority  of 
two,  represented  3  i-,556  voters  as  against  22,267 
on  the  other  side. 

Hon.  Mbmbbrs.— No,  no. 
Mr.  REID.— -I  have  the  figures  here  in  detail, 
and  am  prepared  to  give  them  if  necessary. 
Now  we  come  to  the  present  Ministry,  and  I 
aek,  are  they  a  fair  representation  of  the  people  ? 
Wliy,  the  Premier  did  not  contest  an  election  at 
alL  He  represents  a  district  where  there  are 
only  948  electors  over  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
The  honorable  member  for  Avon  did  not  contest 
an  election  at  all,  and  he  only  represents  825 
electors. 

Mr.  HALL. — ^They  could  not  get  anybody  to 
oppose  them,  though  they  tried  very  hard. 

Mr.  BE  ID. — The  honorable  member  for  Avon 
only  represents  826  voters — not  so  many  as  four 
members  from  the  Weit  Coast  each  represent. 
The  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  certainly 
polled  more  votes  than  any  other  member  of  the 
Government ;  but  he  happened  to  be  second  on 
the  poll.  Why  the  first  on  the  poll  shotdd  be 
passed  ojett  and  the  second  selected,  they  can 
themselves  best  explain.  The  Native  Minister 
polled  569  votes,  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer  the 
small  number  of  322  votes.  Then,  added  to  the 
list,  comet  the  honorable  member  of  the  Ministry 
who  was  called  to  the  Upper  House,  and  who 
was  actually  rejected  by  the  constituency  he 
stood  for.  Sir  George  Grey  was  returned  for  the 
Thames  unopposed,  and  represented  4,446  elec- 
tors. He  contested  the  election  in  Christchurch 
City,  and  polled  1,815  votes.    There  b  a  com- 


parison !     If  you  compare  that  list  with  the  list 
relating  to  those  who  voted  against  the  Grey 
Ministry,  you  will  find  that,  whether  in  point  of 
population  or  by  the  number  of  votes  recorded 
for  each  member,  the  Ministerial  party  as  it  now 
stands  represents  a    minority   of   the  country. 
Taking  the  popidation,  and  looking  at  the  suc- 
cess of  the  late  elections,  I  find  that  in  Taranaki, 
where  there  is  only  a  male  adult  population  of 
2,600,   three  members  were  returned  who  are 
supporters  of  the  present   Government.    It  is 
observable   that    in  all  the  small    places  they 
could  get  a  majority,  but  in  all  the  large  centres 
of  population  they  were  fairly  in  the  bacK-ground. 
In  Hawke's  Bay,  with  a  male  adult  population  of 
4,586,  they   secured  three  members;    in   Marl- 
borough, where  there  is  a  population  of  1,889, 
they  got  two  members ;  but  when  we  come  to 
Auckknd,  with  a  population  of  21,798,  and  Otago, 
with  a  population  of  81,551,  what  do  we  find 
there  ?   In  Auckland  the  Grey  Ministry  got  fifteen 
members  against  two.     In  Otago  they  got  twelve 
members  as  against  nine  who  are  supporting  the 
present  Ministry.     I  will  add  a  word  or  two  with 
reference   to   the  district  I   represent,  and  the 
rea8on  why  we  from  the  West  Coast  should  sup- 
port those  who  are  likely  to  be  the  successors  of 
the  present  Ministry.     1  say  that  the  Grey  QtO' 
vemment  have  done  more  for  the  West  Coast  in 
the  last  two  years  than  the  previous  Government 
did  in  six  or  eight  years  before.    They  have  given 
us  water-races  and  bridges,  and  they  have  sup- 
ported our  County  Councils,  Borough  Councils, 
and  hospitals  in  a  manner  in  which  they  were 
never  supported  before.    The  West  Coast,  which 
contributes  largely  to  the  revenue  of  the  colony, 
has  never,  until  the  last  three   months,  had   a 
direct  voice  in  the  Ministry  of  the  colony.     The 
necessity  of  appointing  a  Minister  of  Mines  has 
never  been  recognized  until  the  last  few  months, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  West  Coast  to  support 
a  Government  in   which  a   Minister  of  Mines 
is    appointed.      I   am    sorry  to    say    that    the 
whole    of    the  West    Coast    members   are   not 
unanimous    in    opposing    the    present   Govern- 
ment.    I  regret  to  find  that  one  member  haa 
deserted  his  party,  and  voted  contrary  to  the 
pledges  given  to  his  constituents  before  coming  to 
this  House.    Enough  has  been  said  upon  that 
matter  without  my  saying  any  more  about  it ;  but 
to  those  honorable  meml>ers  who  gave  me  a  con- 
tradictory "^o**  I  would  say  that,  although  a 
grtot  deal  has  been  said  about  a  corrupt  Press,  I 
cannot  believe  that  four  newspapers,  the  Qrey 
River  Ar<fU9f  the  Orei/mouth  Star^  the  InangO" 
hua  Times,  and  the  Inangahua  Herald,  have  all 
misrepresented  that  gentleman.     I  cannot  believe 
that  they  have  ell  put  words  into  his  mouth  and 
made  him  say,  "  I  am  a  eupporter  of  the  Grey 
Ministry."     I  regret  to  have  to  speak  in  this  way 
of  a  gentleman  1  have  respected  for  many  years  ; 
but  it  is  nevertheless  the  fact  that  he  has  deserted 
hb  party,  and  is  now  sailing  under  false  colours. 
He  began  his  canvass  as  an  independent  Liberal, 
as  he  called  himself,  but  he  found  the  feeling 
of  the  people  so  strong  that  he  most  distinctly 
pledged  himself  as  a  Grey  supporter.     In  conclu- 
sion, I  may  say  that  I  heartily  indorse  the  action 
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taken  bj  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers. It  is  a  pitj  that  such  a  course  should  haye 
to  be  adopted,  but  wo  are  driren  to  it ;  and  I  hope 
that,  haying  unfurled  his  flag,  he  will  stick  to  his 
colours,  and  carry  on  the  fight  everj  day  until 
the  G-OTernment  consent  to  discuss  the  want-of- 
oonfidence  motion. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— In  answer  to  the  re- 
-marks of  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika 
(Mr.  Keid),  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  refer  to 
what  took  place  on  a  prerious  occasion,  when 
another  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr. 
Seddon)  referred  to  the  action  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Q-rey  Valley  (Mr.  Masters).  It  was 
then  stated  that  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
broken  his  election  pledges ;  and  I  appeal  to  the 
House  to  say  whether  the  honorable  gentleman 
did  not  completely  proTe  by  extracts  rwui  in  our 
presence  that  the  charges  were  a  perfect  mare's- 
nest.  The  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr. 
Heid)  also  referred  to  the  great  statesmanship 
and  world-wide  renown  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames.  Now,  I  should  like  to  say  one 
word  upon  that  subject — not  in  disparagement  of 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  or  of  the 
position,  high  or  low,  which  he  has  attained  in 
the  colonial  world ;  but  I  would  remind  the  honor- 
able gentleman  that  there  were  two  Sir  George 
Greys.  The  one  was  a  great  statesman,  known 
throughout  the  world  as  a  Secretary  of  State 
under  various  Governments  of  Ghreat  Britain,  a 
man  respected  by  all,  a  man  who  was  a  Liberal  to 
the  bacKbone,  a  man  who,  from  the  evil  days 
before  the  Reform  Bill  till  his  death,  stood  in 
the  foremost  ranks  of  the  Liberal  party;  and 
there  is  another  Sir  Q-eorge  Grey,  a  member  of 
this  House,  who  is  very  well  known  and  re- 
spected, but  who  is  at  the  same  time  not  a  man 
of  world-wide  reputation.  At  Home  he  is  utterly 
unknown  outside  official  circles.  I  say  that  de- 
liberately, and  I  will  repeat  it,  in  spite  of 
any  "Oh,  oh,"  that  may  be  uttered.  There 
is  no  man  in  this  House  who  has  followed  the 
political  world  of  G-reat  Britain  in  the  general 
tenor  of  its  progress  more  closely  than  I  have 
done,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  the  name  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  entirely  unknown  outside 
official  circles.  Therefore,  when  he  is  quoted  in 
this  House  as  a  great  statesman,  and  when  bis 
opinions  are  referred  to  as  those  of  a  great  states- 
man, I  say  it  is  the  result  of  gross  ignorance  of 
what  is  going  on  in  the  political  world.  Then 
the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  referred  to 
some  figures  to  indicate  the  position  of  members, 
as  shown  by  the  number  of  votes  cast  at  the  last 
elections.  I,  unfortunately,  am  not  prepared  to 
go  into  that  matter  in  full,  but  I  apprehend  that 
before  this  debate  is  over  some  honorable  gentle- 
man will  give  the  true  figures,  which  will  show 
that  in  this  matter  he  is  as  much  mistaken  as 
he  ij  in  other  matters.  I  will  take  one  case 
he  referred  to — namely,  the  votes  cast  in  the 
Provincial  District  of  Taranaki,  where  he  says 
there  are  so  many  people,  and  he  no  doubt 
gives  the  sitting  uicmber*  credit  for  the  number 
of  votes  they  polled.  Now,  what  is  the  fact 
in  regard  to  Taranaki  ?  Why,  that  the  Minis- 
terial organs,  the  Ministerial  agents — I  do  not 
Mr,neid 


mean  paid  or  official  agents,  but  persons  who 
were  there  in  the  Grey  interest — were  utterly 
unable  to  find  any  one  to  contest  the  seate. 
The  gentleman  who  opposed  me  said  he  was 
opposed  to  Sir  George  Grey  personally.  But  let 
:  me  mention  one  or  two  curious  coincidences  that 
happened  in  one  of  the  constituencies.  In  the 
constituency  of  Egmont  there  was  a  prospect  of  a 
triangular  fight.  There  were  two  gentlemen  who, 
from  some  quarter  or  another  not  in  the  district, 
were  put  forward  to  oppose  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  at  present  represents  the  constituency 
of  Egmont.  One  of  them  suddenly  disappeared 
from  the  scene.  He  went  to  Wellington,  and 
when  he  came  back  he  had  in  his  poclet  a  pro- 
mise of  a  loan  of  £10,000.  Another,  who  had 
for  several  years  been  refused  an  honor  that  was 
much  covet^,  was  made  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
In  addition  to  that,  he  has  got  a  contract  without 
tendering  for  it  for  supplying  the  force  of  the 
district  with  rations,  and  the  right  of  establishing 
canteens  in  every  district.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  a  curi- 
ous coincidence  that  these  things  occurred  to  the 
persons  who  were  put  forward  to  oppose  the 
honorable  member  tor  Egmont  at  the  last  elec- 
tion. And  I  would  like  those  honorable  gentle- 
men  who  are  so  clever  at  throwing  aspersions  on 
the  true  Liberals  of  this  House  to  put  these 
things  quietly  beside  each  other  and  consider  their 
sign^cance.  We  are  told  that  our  friends  on  the 
Treasury  benches  are  in  a  false  position — in  a  posi- 
tion that  was  never  intended — because  the  resolu- 
tion that  was  passed  by  this  House  was  not  of  a 
sufficiently  definite  nature— that,  in  fact,  it  was 
not  a  new  Ministry  that  was  wanted,  but  a  recon- 
struction of  the  old;  and  it  was  said  that  no  effort 
was  made  by  the  Prime  Minister  to  oanr  out  the 
wish  of  the  House.  Sir,  do  the  honorable  gentle- 
men forget  that  these  words  were  used  by  one  of 
the  most  trusted  Ministers  of  the  party  then  in 
power :  **  If  we  are  beaten,  honorable  members  of 
the  Opposition  will  be  left  to  select  members 
from  their  own  side  :  coalition,  I  say,  is  not  only 
impossible,  but  unfair  and  dishonest"  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  gentleman  is 
not  in  order  in  referring  to  a  previous  debate. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— Then  I  will  not  refer  to 
this  speech  further  than  to  point  out,  in  general 
terms,  the  fact  that  those  honorable  gentlemen, 
one  and  all,  maintained  that  they  would  stand  or 
fall  together ;  and  therefore  my  honorable  friend 
the  Premier  cannot  be  twitted  because  he  did 
not  go  to  them,  after  they  had  repudiated  the 
idea  of  coalition,  and  try  and  construct  a  Minis- 
try out  of  his  own  friends  along  with  theirs. 
The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G-. 
Grey)  is  not  always  very  accurate,  as  we  know, 
in  his  reports.  Of  course,  if  he  would  only  give 
the  House  the  exact  words  used,  we  might  form 
our  own  opinion  as  to  their  meaning  ;  but  when 
he  attempts  to  paraphrase,  as  we  hare  lately  seen, 
— and  the  instance  is  not  by  any  means  neir, — 
we  know  how  matters  may  be  twisted  so  as  not  to 
look  like  the  same  thing.  He  professed  to  ex- 
plain what  were  the  duties  of  members  of  the 
tipper  House.  He  says,  in  regard  to  what  be 
calls  the  landed  interests  of  the  country,  that 
there  is  one  great  advantage  attached  to  their 
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positioD,  and  it  is  this:  that  £200  a  year  for  life 
can  be  glTen  to  them — that  is  a  sort  of  pension 
that  is  giTen  to  them — and  that  they  have  no 
corresponding  duties.  I  would  just  remark  upon 
this,  first  of  all,  that,  if  it  is  desirable  to  discuss 
the  constitution  of  the  Upper  House,  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  done  in  a  regular  way,  and  not  by 
a  side-wind :  we  ought  not  to  have  these  side- 
hits,  but  the  whole  question  ought  to  come  on 
for  discussion  in  a  fair  manner,  so  that  every- 
thing might  be  said  and  discussed  in  a  fair,  full, 
and  clear  way.  But,  supposing  it  to  be  true  that 
the  honorable  gentlemen  to  whom  he  referred 
receive  £200  without  having  any  corresponding 
duties,  I  would  ask.  Who,  in  the  history  of  the 
country,  has  passed  so  many  members  into  that 
House  —  who  has  created  so  many  pensioners 
at  £200  a  year  for  life  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  done?  Was  it  done  to  bring  that 
House  into  contempt?  Was  it  to  imperil  its 
existence  that  he  sent  so  many  members  into  it  ? 
Was  it  in  order  that  he  might  know  for  certain 
the  kind  of  people  he  was  going  to  attack  in  this 
way  that  he  filled  the  House  with  his  own  nomi- 
nees ?  Why,  very  respect  for  the  men  he  sent 
there  ought  to  prevent  him  making  attacks  upon 
the  character  of  that  House.  Then  he  goes  on 
to  refer  to  the  6K)vemor,  and,  in  a  strange,  in- 
decent way,  drags  the  Governor  day  after  day, 
time  after  time,  discussion  after  discussion,  upon 
the  floor  of  this  House.  I  take  it  that  no  man 
who  is  absent  ought  to  be  attacked  in  this  man- 
ner ;  and,  at  any  rate,  that  it  is  quite  improper 
to  attack  the  Governor,  who  is  only  known  to 
this  House  by  the  action  and  conduct  of  his 
Ministry.  I  say  he  ouffht  not  to  be  criticised  in 
this  way.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  this  honorable 
gentleman,  Sir  George  Grey,  quarrels  with  all 
Governors;  and  I  apprehend  it  is  not  owing  to 
the  personal  qualities  of  the  men,  but  to  the  fact 
thtt  they  bold  an  office  which  he  wishes  to  be 
elective,  in  the  hope  that  he  may  be  elected  to 
the  position  himself. — (Oh!) — That  is  the  talk 
even  amongst  members  on  his  own  side :  it  is 
no  new  thing  ;  and  therefore  I  think  I  was  per- 
fectly justified  in  inferring  that  such  was  the 
motive  which  influenced  his  comluct.  Then 
the  honorable  gentleman  went  on  to  attribute 
motives  for  the  action  of  some  of  the  gentle- 
men who  had  spoken  in  the  House  during  this 
moming^s  sitting.  I  at  once  challenged  him,  oe 
I  was  one  of  the  speakers,  to  say  who  it  was  to 
whom  he  referred ;  but  no  satisfactory  answer 
could  be  got  from  him.  He  had  no  right 
to  say  that  40,000  acres  of  land  had  been 
taken  as  a  bribe,  in  order  that  a  certain  course 
might  be  pursued.  To  impute  such  conduct  as 
that  to  any  ntembor  of  this  House  is  to  cast  an 
imputation  upon  that  man's  honor,  and  there- 
fore upon  the  honor  of  this  House,  and,  if  true, 
such  conduct  ought  to  be  stigmatized  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  would  never  occur  again.  But 
the  honorable  gentleman  throws  charges  broad- 
cast over  the  country,  yet  takes  no  steps  to 
establish  them.  I  do  not  like  to  say  he  knows 
those  charges  to  be  untrue — he  may  have  believed 
the  information  given  to  him — but,  in  any  case, 
whether  they  be  true  or  false,  he  ought  to  place 
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the  individual  who  has  had  such  an  aspersion 
cast  upon  his  character  in  such  a  position  that  he 
can  eitlier  exculpate  himself  or  deny  the  charge. 
Now,  it  has  been  said  we  have  been  quoting  pre- 
cedents which  are  inapplicable  to  the  condition 
of  this  country.  It  is  very  true  that  one  prece- 
dent which  was  quoted  by  an  honorable  member 
for  one  of  the  Auckland  constituencies  is  of  an 
old  date,  and  does  not  entirely  apply  to  the 
case  under  consideration  here ;  but  the  cases  to 
which  I  have  referred,  and  to  which  you  will 
perhaps  allow  me  to  refer  again,  are  of  a  late 
date,  and  are  to  a  certain  extent  instructive  to 
the  House.  On  one  occasion  a  Ministry  at  Home 
was  defeated  by  a  majority  of  five,  and  at  once, 
feeling  that  it  was  not  in  a  position  to  conduct 
satisfactorily  the  aflairs  of  the  country,  the  Go- 
vernment resigned  and  gave  place  to  their  oppo- 
nents. Tliat  opposing  party  was  left  to  endeavour 
to  form  a  Ministry.  I  refer  to  the  year  1839,  and 
the  Ministry  which  resigned  was  that  of  the  late 
Lord  Melt)oume ;  and  Sir  Kobert  Peel  was  at 
once  sent  for.  He  was  unable,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances,  to  form  a  Ministry  —  it 
was  at  the  time  of  the  dispute  in  reference  to  the 
right  of  appointments  to  the  Queen's  household — 
so  the  preceding  Ministry  came  into  power  again. 
There  was  a  dissolution  of  Parliament  owing  to 
the  defeat  of  the  Ministry  of  Lord  Melbourne  by 
a  majority  of  one  on  the  4th  of  June^  1841 ;  and, 
when  the  new  Parliament  was  called  into  exist- 
ence and  met  on  the  28th  of  August,  1841,  Lord 
Melbourne's  Ministry  was  defeated — that  is  to  say, 
on  the  Saturday — and  on  the  Monday,  at  the  fore- 
noon sitting,  the  announcement  of  the  resignation 
was  made  to  the  House.  That  shows  it  was  then 
considered  absolutely  essential  that,  as  soon  as  it 
was  shown  that  a  Premier  had  not  the  confidence 
of  the  House,  he  should  at  once  resign.  And  in 
numerous  cases,  a  list  of  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
stretching  over  a  hundred  years,  there  is  no  case 
where  that  course  was  not  immediately  pursued. 
Upon  some  occasions  they  went  so  far  as  this :  A 
Ministry  was  defeated  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  it  was  announced  at  the  early  sitting  of 
the  same  day  that  the  Ministry  had  resigned ;  and 
I  apprehend  that  would  be  the  case  if  constitu- 
tutioual  government  were  honestly  and  faithfully 
carried  out  in  a  new  country.  It  is  a  precedent 
which  it  would  bo  very  cood  for  us  to  follow.  It 
is  a  precedent  which  I  believe  the  late  Ministry 
ought  to  have  followed  j  but  it  is  a  precedent 
which  they  did  not  follow.  There  was  a  case  in 
point  when  Lord  Derby  came  into  power  in  1866. 
That  was  rather  a  peculiar  case.  Lord  Bussell 
was  defeated  by  the  small  majority  of  eleven  in  a 
House  of  619  members,  and  then  upon  a  question 
which  was  by  most  of  his  friends  not  considered 
one  of  principle.  The  Queen  was  absent  &om 
London  at  the  time,  and  he  at  once  telegraphed 
his  resignation  ;  but  she  desired  there  should  be 
no  resignation  until  she  returned  to  London,  and 
that  occupied  a  week.  But  from  day  to  day  the 
House  adjourned,  in  order  that  the  Ministry  might 
keep  the  country  au  fait  as  to  what  was  going 
on.  On  that  occasion,  although  there  was  a  clear 
majority  against  Lord  Derby's  Government,  a 
majority  representing  something  like  two  to  one, 
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certainly  exceeding  three  to  two,  yet,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  Russell  Ministry  was  turned 
out  of  office  by  the  miserably  narrow  majority  of 
eleven,  it  was  considered  only  fair  that  the  Derby 
Ministry  should  get  a  fair  and  clear  hearing  ;  and 
they  went  on  from  that  time,  June,  1866,  until 
autumn,  1868,  when  the  dissolution  came,  they  in 
the  meantime  carr^ring  on  the  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  satisfaction,  in  a  general  way,  of  the 
parties  concerned ;  and  yet  at  this  time  there  were 
questions  of  the  utmost  importance  coming  on  for 
consideration  in  reference  to  reform.  It  was 
in  this  Parliament  that  resolutions  in  favour 
of  reform  were  put  and  carried,  that  resolutions 
in  favour  of  th&  disestablishment  of  the  Irish 
Church  were  put  and  carried ;  yet  it  was  eighteen 
months  after  Lord  Derby  assumed  office  that 
the  dissolution  which  led  to  the  election  of  the 
new  Parliament  took  place.  What  I  want  to 
show  to  the  House  is  this:  that  the  Ministry 
does  not  necessarily  require  a  majority,  when  it 
comes  into  office  in  the  peculiar  way  in  which 
this  Ministry  came  into  office,  to  enable  it  to  put 
before  the  country  and  the  House  its  propositions 
for  the  goTernment  of  the  country.  After  we 
get  these  before  us,  and  have  full  information, 
we  can  make  our  choice — we  can  accept  or  reject 
the  Minbtry ;  but  in  the  meantime  there  is  an 
absolute  constitutional  right  on  the  part  of  the 
Ministry  to  have  a  fair  trial.  And,  above  all, 
I  say  that  at  the  present  time  it  is  peculiarly 
proper  that  they  should  have  this  trial,  and  upon 
this  ground :  I  cannot  allow  that  those  gentlemen 
opposite  have  upon  their  side  all  the  Liberalism 
of  this  House.  When  I  see  over  there  un- 
doubtedly Tory  members,  gentlemen  who  within 
the  last  two  or  three  years  were  Tories  in  Eng- 
land, I  cannot  recognize  their  claim  to  be  Liberal 
leaders  in  this  House. 

Hon.  Membbrs.— Name. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man will  tell  you  his  name  himself ;  there  is  no 
necessity  for  me  to  do  so,  because  it  is  no  secret. 
The  gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial  benches  having 
placed  upon  the  taule  of  the  House  measures 
absolutely  of  a  liberal  character  —  much  more 
liberal  than  the  previous  occupants  of  those 
benches  put  before  the  House,  and  admirably 
conceived  in  their  provisions — I  say  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  —  to  at 
least  let  them  officially  put  these  things  upon  the 
table  and  officially  discuss  them,  and  then  con- 
demn them  if  they  dare.  The  peculiar  position 
of  the  House  is  this :  that  the  true  Liberals 
will  cordially  gather  round  these  measures,  and 
whether  they  are  carried  to-day,  or  to-morrow,  or 
next  month,  it  does  not  matter.  I  say  the  true 
Liberals  will  be  eliminated  from  the  true  Tories, 
and  will  pass  these  measures,  and  will  see  that 
proper  measures  are  placed  upon  the  Statute 
Book.  I  say  again,  therefore,  that  in  the  peculiar 
position  of  parties  the  Government  have  a  right 
to  a  fair  trial.  When  we  see  honorable  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  coming  forward  as  great 
reformers,  and  yet  acting  as  they  have  done  with 
regard  to  these  measures  previously,  we  can  come 
to  no  other  conclusion  than  that  they  make  a 
*•  bogus  *'  use  of  them  for  their  own  particular 
Colonel  Trimble 


purposes.  What  happened  but  a  short  time  ago, 
when  a  Bill  was  brought  down,  and  was  passed 
in  effect,  if  not  in  actual  form,  exactly  as  it  was 
introduced  into  this  House,  and  was  passed  also 
by  the  Upper  House  ?  Was  not  an  attempt  made 
to  throw  it  away  ?  And  why  ?  Simply  because 
it  was  a  useful  thing  to  dangle  before  the  eyes 
of  the  people,  and  to  use  in  this  great  cry  for  re- 
form. An  honorable  gentleman  on  the  opposite 
side  has  said  to  us  that  we  are  like  donkeys 
with  a  carrot  held  out  before  us.  I  say  that 
that  was  the  political  carrot  which  was  held 
out  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Sir  Q-.  Grey)  to  the  people.  I  say  we  must  be 
true  to  om^selves.  We  want  measures,  and  we 
want  no  mockery,  and  I  will  support  those  gentle- 
men who  are  now  on  the  benches,  and  I  say  to 
them,  "Whatever  the  result  may  be,  you  must 
stick  to  your  posts — at  all  events  until  you  have 
been  afforded  a  full  opportunity  for  a  free  discus- 
sion of  the  merits  and  demerits  of  your  measures." 
I  say  to  them  furthermore  that,  now  another  night 
has  been  wasted,  they  should  go  back  from  the 
promise  which  they  made  to-day,  and  decline  to 
take  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence  on  Tuesday 
next.  They  should  eay  to  honorable  gentlemen 
opposite,  *'  We  have  been  deprived  of  another 
night  for  getting  on  with  our  business,  you  have 
not  acceded  to  the  proposition  we  made,  and  we 
will  now  insist  upon  having  full  time  for  the  con- 
sideration of  our  measures,  and  until  that  time  is 
given  we  will  fix  no  day  for  considering  the  vote 
of  want  of  confidence." 

Mr.  MASTERS.— My  election  speeches  having 
again  been  referred  to,  it  may  perhaps  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  give  a  short  further  explanation. 
I  admit  that  in  my  printed  address  to  the  electors, 
which  appeared  in  some  of  the  papers,  the  lan- 
guage might  perhaps  be  open  to  the  construction 
which  some  honorable  members  on  the  other  side 
have  put  upon  it,  were  it  not  qualified  by  the 
statements  I  have  myself  made  in  addressing  the 
electors  in  tho  various  centres.  With  reference 
to  the  particular  matter  to  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  last  spoke  referred,  I  may  say 
that  I  most  emphatically  and  distinctly  statea, 
and,  indeed,  commenced  all  ray  addresses  with 
these  words  :  *'  I  have  come  before  you  as  an  inde- 
pendent candidate."  I  have  received  a  number 
of  telegrams  lately  from  my  constituent?,  entirely 
approving  of  my  conduct,  and  stating  also  that 
I  have  acted  quite  consistently  and  have  broken 
no  pledges.  I  regret  very  much  that  some  por- 
tion of  my  constituents  should  have  a  different 
idea ;  but  I  will  read  a  paragraph  which  appears 
in  the  Inangahua  Heraldf  one  of  the  leading 
papers  in  the  district,  which  will,  I  think,  show 
clearly  that  I  determined  to  hold  an  independent 
position : — 

"According  to  the  telegraphic  news  received 
from  Wellington  last  night,  the  Chronicle  charges 
Mr.  Masters,  one  of  the  members  for  Grey  Valley, 
with  a  flagrant  breach  of  confidence  to  his  con- 
stituents in  not  joining  the  Ministerialists.  The 
Inangahua  Herald  was  the  only  journal  in  which 
Mr.  Masters's  speech  was  fully  reported;  and  on 
reference  to  our  issue  of  the  4th  ultimo  we  find 
Mr.  Masters  reported  as  follows :  *  He  declined 
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to  pledge  himself  as  the  supporter  of  any  party  in 
the  House,  but  would  leave  himself,  in  the  event 
of  return,  an  independent  member,  prepared  to 
support  any  GoTemment  that  he  beliered  would 
best  giro  effect  to  the  views  he  entertained,  and 
upon  which  he  claimed  the  support  of  the  elec- 
tors/ Surely  nothing  can  there  be  construed  into 
a  pledge  to  support  the  present  Administration." 

I  do  not  think  that  1  need  here  add  anything 
more.  I  conscientiously  assure  lionorable  mem- 
bers that  when  I  came  to  Wellington  I  considered 
I  was  perfectly  independent  to  take  whichever 
aide  I  thought  Ht,  and  to  exercise  my  own  judg- 
ment. 

Mr.  HUKSTHOUSE.— Sir,  I  merely  wish  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  with  regard  to  what 
has  fallen  from  two  honorable  gentlemen  during 
t-bifl  debate,  one  of  whom,  I  regret  to  see,  is  now 
carefully  learing  the  House.  I  was  going  to 
appeal  to  his  sympathies  with  regard  to  the 
youth  of  New  Zealand,  and  the  young  members 
of  this  House,  and  I  also  wished  to  say  something 
as  to  the  way  in  which  he  treated  the  "  No  "  I 
said  to  a  statement  of  his.  I  was  going  to  say  it 
was  a  cruel  thing  for  the  late  Premier  of  the 
colony,  who  is  supposed  to  be  the  great  friend 
of  the  ^outh  of  New  Zealand,  and  of  its  future 
generations,  to  say  he  heard  a  voice  he  knew 
well,  but  cared  little  for.  I  am  not  so  old  a  man 
as  the  late  Premier.  I  have  yet  many  years  in 
which  to  gain  the  experience,  and  eloquence,  and 
knowledge  that  honorable  gentleman  has  gained  ; 
but  there  may  be  a  day  when  even  he  and  tliose 
who  follow  him  will  care  to  hear  the  voice  of  the 
obecure  "  whip  **  of  the  other  party.  There  may  be 
a  day  when  my  counsels  may  be  sought  after  as 
well  as  his ;  and  I  say  itj  is  cruel  of  any  honorable 
member  to  attempt  to  crush  a  young,  and  liberal, 
and,  I  may  say,  an  honest  man,  endeavouring  to 
do  his  duty  to  his  country.  I  would  advise 
the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch  and  the 
Thames,  the  late  Premier  of  the  colony,  now  that 
he  has  gained  what  he  has  talked  so  much  about, 
to  retire  into  the  obscurity  of  his  home,  and  there 
remain  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  liberal  measures 
of  which  he  claims  to  be  the  father.  But  my 
opinion  is,  that  his  liberal  measures  are  really 
nothing  more  than  clap-trap ;  that  they  have 
been  of  use  to  him  in  stumping  the  country,  but 
that  the  people  do  not  really  want  them.  I  think 
all  the  country  wants  is  a  simplification  of  our 
present  laws,  and  not  an  increase  of  what  is  in 
many  districts  detrimental  to  the  inhabitants. 
The  country  has  been  crying  for  bread,  and  the 
late  Premier  has  given  it  a  stone.  The  country 
has  been  demanding  a  liberal  land  law,  and  he 
has  given  it  triennial  Parliaments  and  proposed  a 
redistribution  of  seats.  He  told  us  himself  that 
he  had  at  one  time  power  to  make  laws.  All  I 
can  say  is,  that  it  would  have  been  well  for  this 
country  if  he  had  never  been  able  to  make  those 
laws.  One  of  the  laws  he  made  many  years 
ago,  when  he  was  G-ovemor,  without  Besponsible 
Advisers,  was  a  law  which,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, is  known  as  the  Sir  George  Grey  Land 
Regulations ;  and,  strange  as  it  may  be,  in  the 
very  instances  which  he  quoted  to-night  to  show 
that  immense  tracts  of  country  were  obtained  by 


runholders,  the  lands  were  acquired  under  those 
regulations,  and  the  persons  who  got  them  were 
invited  here  from  another  colony  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  himself.  And  yet  he  says  that  that 
land  law  has  sent  one  of  its  representatives  to 
the  Legislative  Council,  and  has  put  another  into 
this  House.  I  deny  that  Cheviot  has  returned 
a  member  to  this  House  as  a  representative 
of  land.  I  say  that  that  district  is  us  large  as 
almost  any  other  in  New  Zealand.  Who  was 
it  that  caused  these  large  landed  properties  to 
be  obtained?  It  was  that  honorable  gentleman 
himself;  for,  having  reduced  the  price  of  our 
lands,  he  enabled  capitalists  to  come  in  and 
ptirchase  large  tracts  of  country,  and  thereby 
deprive  the  poorer  people  of  the  power  to  obtain 
places  to  settle  upon  in  later  years.  Having 
in  this  way  picked  all  the  plums  out  of  the  pud- 
ding, and  having  allowed  all  the  best  land  to 
be  sold  to  men  whom  he  invited  here,  what  did 
he  do?  Two  years  ago  he  turned  round  and 
passed  a  law  called  the  Waste  Lands  Sales  Act, 
which  has  had  actually  the  effect  of  stopping  all 
settlement,  and  driving  hundreds  of  people  from 
these  shores.  After  selling  the  best  part  of  New 
Zealand  by  his  own  autocratic  power,  he  says 
now,  "  Having  got  rid  of  the  best  of  the  land, 
I  will  make  political  capital  out  of  the  rest,  and 
make  the  poor  man  pay  £1  an  acre  for  that  which 
I  sold  to  the  large  capitalists  for  5s.  an  acre." 
Let  me  say  to  the  honorable  member  for  Hoki- 
tika  (Mr.  Beid),  Has  it  come  to  this,  that  a 
man  of  his  ability,  a  man  of  his  nu'nd,  a  man  of 
his  classical  knowledge,  can  come  to  this  House 
and  acknowledge  that  he  is  going  to  support  the 
great  Liberal  party,  as  he  calls  them  ?  And  for 
what?  Because  they  made  water-races  on  the 
West  Coast.  Has  it  come  to  this,  that  a  vote 
in  this  House  is  to  be  bought  by  n  water-race 
or  a  railway?  I  am  surprised  that  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  should  have  sunk  so  low,  and 
that  an^  honorable  gentleman  should  make  such 
confessions.  Where  is  his  patriotism  ?  Where 
are  those  cries  that  have  been  echoed  from 
one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  about  elec- 
toral rights  and  triennial  Parliaments  ?  These,  I 
should  think,  were  the  things  that  men  of  that 
great  Liberal  party  would  have  given  their  alle- 
giance for,  and  not  for  the  sake  of  a  water-race  or 
a  railway.  I  maintain  that  the  west  coast  of 
the  Middle  Island — and  I  know  something  about 
it — has  been  more  injured  by  the  land  law  as  it 
at  present  exists — which  was  introduced  by  Sir 
George  Grey ;  not  the  Land  Act  of  1877,  but  the 
Land  Sales  Act  —  than  by  anything  else  that 
has  been  done  in  the  past.  That  law  of 
itself  has  done  more  injury  to  that  part  of 
the  country  than  any  benefit  which  can  accrue 
to  it  by  the  construction  of  wnter-races,  which 
the  colony  must  pay  for,  and  which  the  district 
itself  cannot  even  pay  the  interest  on.  I  know 
of  hundreds  who  have  been  driven  away  from 
that  part  of  the  country  simply  from  the  want  of 
means  of  settling  the  land.  What  does  this  great 
man — this  great  Premier — do  to  assist  the  people 
to  settle  on  the  land  ?  When  a  Land  BUI  was 
passed  wliich  was  good  in  many  respects,  al- 
though bad  in  others,  he  did  all  in  his  power  to 
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preTont  it  becoming  law.  Ho  also  passed  a  mea- 
sure which  placed  a  minimum  price  of  £l  an 
acre  upon  the  land,  and  which  has  prevented 
thousands  of  persons  from  taking  advantage  of 
the  deferred'pajraent  system  and  settling  on  the 
land.  He  has  perpetually  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade men  that  the  land  laws  of  this  country 
are  bad,  and  that  it  is  most  objectionable  that  it 
should  be  in  the  power  of  any  single  individual 
to  take  up  large  sections  of  country.  I  quite 
agree  with  him ;  and  whenever  he,  as  Prime 
Minister,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  introduces 
measures  to  enable  people  of  small  means  to 
settle  on  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown,  I  will 
support  him.  There  is  no  subject  which  the 
great  mass  of  the  country  constituents  arc  so 
interested  in  as  that  of  good  land  laws.  I  am 
prepared  to  vote  with  the  late  Premier  for  any 
land  laws  that  will  have  the  effect  of  destroying 
large  estates,  but  I  differ  from  him  in  blaming 
the  people  who  have  acquired  those  estates. 
Surely  there  was  nothing  wrong  or  dishonorable 
in  the  conduct  of  the  man  who,  being  possessed 
of  capital  enough,  acquired  for  himself  a  hundred 
thousand  acres  or  so  of  land,  when  the  laws 
enabled  him  to  do  so.  Is  such  a  person  to  be 
blamed,  or  the  laws  ?  Certainly  the  laws,  or  the 
law-makers,  and  there  is  where  we  blame  the 
late  Premier,  for  he  made  the  law,  and  now  he  ob- 
jects  to  the  natural  result  o£  Iiis  own  handiwork. 
The  late  Premier  said  that  this  House  must  bo 
the  real  governing  body  of  the  colony.  I  always 
thought,  until  his  advent  here,  that  it  was  the 
real  governing  body  of  the  colony ;  but  I  have 
seen  Sir  George  Grey,  when  Premier,  doing  what 
no  other  Premier  ever  did  in  tliis  colony.  I 
have  seen  him  overriding  decisions  of  this  House, 
and  casting  them  aside  as  mere  scum,  and  doing 
exactly  contrary  to  the  expressed  wish  of  the 
country  and  the  House.  What  did  he  do  in  regard 
to  the  Land  Bill,  and  the  now  notorious  Thames- 
Waikato  Railway  ?  He  carefully  set  aside  the 
decision  of  the  House  and  rode  rough-sliod  over 
the  people's  representatives.  This  is  the  man  who 
now  tells  us  that  this  House  must  be  the  govern- 
ing body  of  the  colony.  I  sincerely  hope  this  Par- 
liament will  never  have  to  submit  to  the  degra- 
dation it  has  been  subject  to  during  the  post  few 
years,  when  we  have  seen  the  Premier  overriding 
the  decisions  of  Parliament  and  using  his  own 
discretion  in  matters  of  the  greatest  importance. 
I,  with  many  other  members  of  this  House,  am 
seriously  grieved  to  see  such  an  immense  amount 
of  time  wasted  in  entirely  useless  discussion.  I 
must  say  that  a  spirit  of  chivalry  and  fair-play 
has  not  actuated  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and 
his  supporters.  Honorable  members  Icuow  that  I 
have  never  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  since  I  heard  him  stand  up  in 
his  place  in  this  House  four  years  ago  and  say 
that,  in  his  opinion,  £200,000  was  of  greater  im- 
portance to  Otago  than  the  unity  of  the  colony. 
That  statement  sank  into  my  heart,  and  has 
never  been  effaced.  I  do  not  believe  he  is  a  man 
of  large  soul  or  of  large  mind.  He  has  lived, 
moved,  and  hod.  his  being  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  colony,  and,  in  coming  up  here,  he  has 
got  out  of  his  latitude,  and  the  sooner  the  honor- 
Mr,  Hursthouse 


able  gentleman  goes  peacefully  back  to  political 
oblivion  in  Otago  the  better  it  will  be  for  New 
Zealand.  I  am  sure  I  shall  never  be  able  to 
give  my  support  to  a  Government  of  which  he 
is  a  component  part.  There  are  other  members 
of  this  House  who  have  publicly  declared,  in 
answer  to  questions  by  leading  members  of  their 
constituents,  that  they  would  never  vote  for  any 
Ministry  of  which  the  new  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition was  a  component  part;  and  yet  we  have 
not  heard  anything  said  about  broken  pledges 
in  the  case  of  those  honorable  gentlemen.  I  am 
not  going  to  tell  you  that  it  is  disgraceful  for 
any  honorable  member  to  break  his  pledges.  Let 
his  own  conscience  be  his  judge.  £  deprecate 
strongly  the  conduct  we  have  seen  in  this  House 
with  regard  to  one  honorable  member  dragging 
before  us  the  action  of  another  honorable  mem- 
ber before  his  constituents  because  he  has  seen 
fit  to  change  his  political  views,  or  has  been 
misrepresented  in  the  papers.  I  take  it  that 
every  man  who  comes  here  is  a  free  agent,  and 
is  therefore  at  liberty  to  change  his  opinions  if 
he  thinks  it  right  to  do  so.  But  it  is  decidedly 
objectionable  to  find  an  honorable  member — 
pledged  distinctly,  and  returned  unopposed  upon 
the  distinct  understanding,  never  to  vote  for  any 
Ministry  of  which  the  present  leader  of  the 
Opposition  was  a  component  part — voting  steadily 
with  the  present  Opposition,  and.  the  party  which 
is  likely  to  be  in  opposition  for  the  next  three 
years.  We  are  here  with  our  back  up.  We  will 
not  consent  to  retire  from  the  position  until  we 
have  had  our  say,  and  until  we  have  done  whet 
we  wish  to  do.  All  this  waste  of  time  rests 
entirely  with  the  Opposition.  It  is  useless  to  say 
that  they  have  not  obstructed  business.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  work  on  the  Order  Paper  which 
does  not  require  that  strong  party  feeling  which 
often  spoils  the  legislation  of  this  House,  and 
which  might  be  gone  through — legislation  which 
the  country  is  desirous  to  see  passed.  These  mea- 
sures might  have  been  read  a  second  time  if  the 
Opposition  had  permitted  it ;  but  owing  to  the 
action  of  the  present  leader  of  the  Opposition 
they  will  pfobably  not  become  law  this  session. 
I  deeply  deplore  the  state  in  which  we  find  the 
House  at  the  present  time,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
the  Opposition  will  see  the  error  of  their  ways 
and  repent  in  sackcloth  and  ashes. 
The  House  adjourned  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  V^th  October,  1879. 


Personal  Explanation— J.  Jones— **  Hannah  Mokau"— 
Timaru  Countv  —  Public  Works  Contracts  —  Otago 
Harbour — Ashonrton  Courthouse— Taranaki  Volun- 
teers—Mokau  Land— Railway  Iron  and  Rolling-Stock 
— Waikato-Thames  Railway— Auckland  Native  Land 
Court— Chatham  Islands  Land-Tax— Fokeno  Land  and 
Pukekohe-Bombay  Road— Northern  Maori  District— 
Anckland  Improvement  CommiMioners'  Transfer  of 
Powers  Bill— Waiuku  Recreation  Reserre  BUI  — 
Supply.  

Mr.  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
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PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  HALL.— Before  proceeding  to  the  busi- 
ness on  the  Paper,  I  desire,  as  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal explanation,  to  draw  attention  to  the 
incorrectness  of  a  report  in  the  New  2^alander 
newspaper  of  the  discussion  that  took  place  in 
the  House  last  evening.  Upon  the  question  of 
mj  haTing  resigned  my  seat  in  the  Legislative 
Council  on  a  former  occasion,  Sir  George  Grey  is 
reported  to  have  said,  **Sir  George  Grey  asked 
to  give  a  personal  explanation.  When  the  Hon. 
the  Premier  resigned  his  seat,  it  was  not  known 
that  he  was  leaving  it  to  come  into  that  House.'* 
It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  honorable  mem- 
bers that  I  then  rose,  and  said  that  for  one  month 
before  my  resignation  was  sent  in  I  had  been  ad- 
dressing the  electors  of  the  Heathcote.  I  think 
that  was  an  important  contradiction,  and,  the 
statement  of  Sir  George  Grey  having  been  given 
in  the  newspaper  I  hare  named,  the  contradiction 
ought  to  have  been  given  also.  I  call  attention 
to  the  matter  because  the  statement,  being  un- 
contradicted, leaves  an  entirely  incorrect  impres- 
sion of  what  took  place. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  rise  also  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation,  and  I  beg  to  say  that  I  had 
no  knowledge,  when  the  honorable  gentleman  re- 
signed his  seat  in  the  Council,  that  he  had  issued 
an  address  to  his  constituents. 

J.  JONES. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  the  Gt)vemment 
Was,  or  is,  Mr.  Joshua  Jones,  of  New  Plymouth 
or  Mokau,  an  agent  of  the  Government ;  and,  if 
so,  what  are,  or  were,  his  duties  ?  Have  any  pay- 
ments been  made  to  Mr.  Jones ;  and,  if  so,  what 
are  the  respective  amounts,  and  for  what  special 
service  done  ?  Had  Mr.  Jones  the  free  use  of 
the  telegraph  wires ;  and,  if  so,  on  what  pre- 
text ? 

/  Mr.  HALL  said,  with  regard  to  the  first  two 
questions,  "  Was,  or  is,  Mr.  Joshua  Jones,  of  New 
Plymouth  or  Mokau,  an  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  if  so,  what  are,  or  were,  his  duties  ? 
Havo  any  payments  been  made  to  Mr.  Jones ; 
and,  if  so,  what  are  the  respective  amounts,  and 
for  what  special  service  done  ? "  the  answer  was 
as  follows: — 

'*  Mr.  Joshua  Jones  has  been,  to  some  extent, 
recognized  as  an  agent  of  the  Government,  but 
not  as  a  Gk>Ternment  official.  There  is  no  corre- 
spondence to  show  the  specific  nature  of  the  ser- 
vices he  has  performed.  I  append  a  return 
showing  the  sums  he  has  received  from  the  Go- 
vernment.   The  total  amount  is  £390. 


Date. 

ParttoolArs. 

Amount. 

1978. 
Sept.  27 

1879. 
May  20 

Sept.   4 

Grfttoity  for  services 

For  services  at  Hokao  and  Eopna 
Native  meeting  ... 

Bonos  for  services  performed  for  Na- 
tiTe  Department  at  Mokau  during 
1878  and  1879 

Total      

£     s.  d. 

120    0    0 

20    0    0 
250    0    0 

890    0    0 

'*  Memorandom. 

"Tliere  are  no  records  in  the  Native  Office 
showing  the  specific  services  performed  by  Mr. 
Jones.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  above  amounts 
have  been  paid  in  connection  with  the  opening  up 
of  the  Mokau  District,  in  which  he  is  said  to  have 
exercised  considerable  influence  OTcr  the  Natives. 
'*  T.  W.  Lewis 

"  11th  Oct.,  1879.'*  "  Under  Secretary. 

In  regard  to  the'  third  question,  **  Had  Mr. 
Jones  the  free  use  of  the  telegraph  wires ;  and, 
if  so,  on  what  pretext  P  "  the  answer  was,  that 
at  the  instance  of  the  Native  Minister  orders 
were  sent  by  the  Postmaster- General  that  Mr. 
Jones  should  be  allowed  the  free  use  of  the  tele- 
graph when  telegraphing  to  the  Government. 
That  was  the  whole  answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  GIBBS  moved.  That  the  returns  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL  saw  no  necessity  for  printing 
the  returns,  as  the  question  and  answer  would 
appear  on  the  records  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  paper  from  which  he 
quoted  was  hardly  a  return.  It  was  merely  a 
statement  read  to  the  House  in  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and 
Bell.  However,  if  honorable  members  wished  to 
havo  it  printed  and  laid  on  the  table,  he  would 
off*er  no  objection. 

Mr.  MOSS  thought  it  would  be  doing  very 
great  injustice  to  the  late  Gevemment  to  print 
so  important  a  statement  unaccompanied  by  ex- 
planation. Why  not  have  the  vouchers  printed 
with  it  ?  Why  not  have  the  whole  of  the  corre- 
spondence, showing  upon  what  service  Mr.  Jones 
was  employed  ?  He  happened  to  know  that  there 
was  a  very  bitter  feud  going  on  between  certain 
parties  at  Taranaki 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  hoped  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  not  insist  upon  his  objection  to  the 
printing  of  these  paper<*.  He  was  not  at  all 
afraid  of  the  result,  and  would  be  prepared  to 
discuss  the  subject  fully  at  the  proper  time,  when 
they  came  to  discuss  the  Native  Affairs  State- 
ment. 

Mr.  MOSS  would  still  state  his  objection  to 
the  printing,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  part 
of  a  system  of  dirt-throwing  which  had  been 
adopted  with  regard  to  the  late  Government 
and  nil  connected  with  them.  That  must  be 
obvious  to  every  honorable  member  when  he 
looked  at  the  Order  Fuper  and  saw  the  insidious 
and  insulting  questions  that  were  put  upon  it. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  had  placed 
a  notice  ou  the  Paper  which  he  (Mr.  Moss) 
thought  would  be  regretted  by  every  person  who 
had  the  least  regard  for  the  dignity  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — It  is  a  very  proper  motion. 

Mr.  MOSS.— That  was  a  matter  of  taste  and 
feeling.  Now,  what  were  the  facts  of  this  case  ? 
Mr.  Joshua  Jones  was  a  settler  of  Taranaki,  who 
had  done  good  service  in  opening  up  the  Mokau, 
who  had  spent  a  large  sum  of  money  in  putting  a 
steamer  on  that  river,  and  who,  from  all  he  had 
heard,  was  an  energetic  and  enterprising  man, 
but  who  had  unfortunately  come  into  conflict 
with  the  "  old  identity"  element  in  Taranaki,  and 
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the  House  ought  not  to  be  dragged  into  a  petty 
squabble  on  that  account.  Tlmt  is  the  interpre- 
tation he  put  on  the  whole  matter,  and  he  would 
like  to  8ee  these  squabbles  fought  out  at  home. 
As  the  late  Natiye  Minister  did  not  object  to  the 
irinting  of  the  papers,  lie  would  not  persevere  in 
jis  own  objection ;  but,  as  the  inference  had  been 
conrejed  that  there  was  something  discreditable 
in  the  negotiations  with  Mr.  Jones,  he  felt  bound 
to  say  that  Mr.  Jones  did  render  yory  important 
service  in  connection  with  the  Native  meeting  at 
Te  Kopua,  as  many  honorable  members  knew. 
Whether  he  had  been  paid  for  that  he  did  not 
know. 

Mr.  HALL.— He  received  £20  for  that. 

Mr.  MOSS  was  quite  sure  that  tliat  was  a  ser- 
vice for  which  he  would  have  been  paid  much 
more  highly  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  now  on 
the  Q-overnment  benches.  But  what  he  wished 
to  say  was  this :  that  the  statement  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman,  like  the  Financial  State- 
ment made  a  few  days  ago,  was  not  calculated  to 
expedite  the  public  business.  It  was  a  garbled 
report,  without  any  vouchers  or  details,  and  it 
was  made  by  the  Premier  in  a  manner  that  left  a 
great  deal  to  be  inferred.  It  was  time  that  this 
sort  of  thing  came  to  an  end.  They  had  at  the 
present  moment  the  very  unfortunate  spectacle 
of  a  G-ovemment  obstructing  the  business  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  the  honorable  mem- 
ber that  he  was  travelling  beyond  the  question 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  he  would  not  further  refer  to 
the  feet  that  the  Government  were  obstructing 
the  business  of  the  House ;  but  they  had  before 
them  a  long  and  probably  a  protracted  and  bitter 
struggle,  and  he  was  extremely  sorry  to  find  that 
the  good  feeling  that  might  preserve  the  amenities 
of  debate  during  the  struggle  was  being  risked 
by  the  course  taken  in  tl^se  matters  by  the 
honorable  gentlemen  who  now  occupied  the  Go- 
vernment benches. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  objected  to  the  word  "  in- 
sidious *'  being  used  in  reference  to  the  questions 
he  put  on  the  Paper.  They  were  put  on  in  good 
faitn.  They  were  put  there  at  the  wish  of  his 
constituents,  and  he  believed  the  House  would 
get  some  information  from  the  answers  which 
would  instruct  it  in  the  course  it  ought  to  take 
in  certain  matters.  He  had  nothing  further  to 
say  in  reference  to  the  matter  at  present.  He 
merely  wished  to  protest  against  the  word  "  in- 
sidious "  being  used  in  regard  to  the  questions  he 
put  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said,  if  this  question  was  put 
on  the  Order  Paper  with  the  object  of  obtaining 
information,  why  was  it  not  put  on  the  Paper 
when  the  late  Government  were  on  the  Minis- 
terial benches  ?  He  thought  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Pamell  were  fully  borne 
out  by  the  manner  of  the  question  and  the  time 
at  which  it  was  put. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  last  session  he 
put  questions  and  motions  on  the  Paper  asking 
lor  ixLformation,  but  got  none.  They  got  promises, 
but  nothing  was  done,  and  thev  gave  it  up  as  a 
bad  job.  They  determined  to  take  another  course, 
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which  was  to  get  rid  of  a  Government  which  re- 
fused to  give  the  public  any  information  except 
upon  such  subjects  as  it  chose.  As  to  the  docu- 
ments relative  to  this  matter,  the  honorable 
member  for  Pamell,  or  any  other  honorable  mem- 
ber, could  see  any  documents  connected  with 
it;  but  the  difficulty  was,  that  there  were  none 
to  produce.  All  that  Mr.  Jones  appeared  to  be 
employed  to  do  was  to  get  a  lease  of  20,000  acres 
of  land  for  himself,  to  have  it  surveyed  at  the 
Government  cost,  the  Government  providing  the 
surveyor,  and  to  get  a  Court  to  sit  to  grant  the 
land  to  him.  That  appeared  to  be  the  only 
service  Mr.  Jones  had  rendered,  according  to  the 
public  documents ;  but  he  would  undertake  to  lay 
before  the  House  every  document  that  could  be 
found.  The  Government  decided  that  the  fullest 
information  connected  with  the  matter  should  be 
laid  before  the  House,  when  the  subject  could  be 
discussed  at  a  future  time.  He  might  add  that 
they  would  give  every  possible  information  to 
every  honorable  member  who  might  ask  for  it,  no 
matter  to  what  side  of  the  House  he  belonged. 

Mr.  SllEEHAN  might  state,  by  way  of  ex- 
planation,  that  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
said  was  quite  correct,  but  he  omitted  to  state 
that  the  Government  found  a  surveyor,  or  funds 
to  pay  the  surveyor,  in  all  such  cases  as  this. 

Major  ATKINSON.— There  is  no  information 
to  that  effect  in  the  offices. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— It  is  in  the  Taranaki  office. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  have  applied  to  the 
Taranaki  office,  and  none  can  be  found. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Then  it  ought  to  be  there. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  thought  that  this  was 
quite  a  new  way  of  treating  questions  put  by 
honorable  members.  This  was  simply  a  system  of 
terrorism,  which  would  absolutely  prevent  honor- 
able members  putting  questions  on  the  Paper, 
lest  they  should  be  attacked  for  having  done 
so  with  some  insidious  motive.  Ho  had  several 
questions  on  the  Paper,  and  he  really  feared  that 
when  he  asked  something  about  the  Chatham 
Islands  land-tax  he  would  be  at  once  attacked  as 
having  intended  to  throw  out  some  imputation 
against  the  late  Government.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  had  a«ked  the  question  now 
under  onsideration  had  stated  that  he  had  done 
so  at  the  request  of  his  constituents,  and  yet  he 
was  charged  with  doing  so  for  some  insidious 
motive.  The  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  had 
no  right  to  make  such  a  charge.  The  honor- 
able gentleman,  instead  of  speaking  as  to  the  com- 
pleteness or  correctness  of  the  answer,  attacked 
the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  who  put  the  ques- 
tion evidently  in  perfectly  good  faith.  He  know 
nothing  about  this  Mr.  Jones  until  he  had  seen 
the  question ;  but  now  he  was  very  glad  the 
matter  had  been  brought  forward,  and  believed 
that  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  public  that  the 
whole  of  the  documents  on  the  subject  should  bo 
printed.  But  lie  hoped  honorable  members  on  all 
sides  would  support  others  in  a  perfect  freedom 
to  put  any  questions  they  thought  fit  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  believed  the  system  of  put- 
ting questions  was  very  liable  to  abuse.  He  did 
not  wish  to  impute  motives  to  any  honorable 
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gentleman  of  wishing  to  oast  imputations  upon 
others ;  but  that  was  the  effect  of  such  questions  as 
these,  and  of  replies  giyen  to  such  questions,  when 
third  parties,  against  whom  imputations  appeared 
to  be  made,  had  no  chance  of  making  any  defence. 
Very  often  garbled  statements  were  indirectly 
made  in  these  questions,  and  insinuations  thrown 
out  against  persons  who  liad  no  opportunity  of  re- 
plying, whereas,  if  the  papers  were  moved  for  by 
a  motion  in  a  straightforward  and  manly  way, 
then  correct  statements  of  the  whole  case  could 
be  made.  He  had  seen  thb  system  grow  up  in 
the  House  of  asking  questions  which  indirectly 
leTclled  insinuations  against  third  parties,  and  of 
replies  being  made  which  could  not  be  answered ; 
and  be  very  much  regretted  it,  because  it  led  to  the 
belief  that  the  persons  referred  to  had  committed 
some  great  offence,  whereas,  if  the  papers  had 
been  moved  for  in  the  ordinary  way,  the  persons 
implicated  would  have  liad  an  opportunity,  either 
as  members  or  through  members,  of  defending 
themselves. 

Mr.  BOWEN  took  it  that  it  was  the  Speaker's 
duty  to  see  that  no  improper  question  was  put 
upon  the  Order  Paper  ;  and  he  had  yet  to  learn 
that  the  representatives  of  the  people  were  to  be 
restricted  from  asking  the  Government  any  quca- 
tions  as  to  abuses  which  they  considered  might 
hare  taken  place.  It  was  a  matter  of  notoriety 
in  New  Plymouth  that  there  liad  been  great 
uneasiness  as  to  what  this  Mr.  Jones  had  been 
doing  at  Mokau ;  and  that  feeling  was  not  con- 
fined to  New  Plymouth  alone.  He  had  no  idea, 
when  he  read  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper, 
that  it  woidd  have  given  rise  to  suoh  a  storm  of 
indignation  and  terror  on  the  part  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. He  must  say  he  sympathized  with  the 
late  Native  Minister,  who  deprecated  the  oppo- 
sition to  printing  the  papers.  He  might  well  say, 
"  Save  me  from  my  friends." 

Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  leave  to  explain  that 
the  reason  why  he  opposed  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  CoUingwood  for  the  print- 
ing of  this  paper  was  that,  if  the  House  sanc- 
tioned the  printing  of  every  paper  placed  on  the 
table  in  reply  to  a  question,  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  turning  every  question  into  a  subject  for 
debate.  That  would  prevent  honorable  members 
obtaining  the  information  they  sought  for,  and 
which  they  considered  would  be  useful. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  thought  the  House  had  ob- 
tained some  very  useful  information  in  regard  to 
thus  matter,  and  that  it  would  be  weU  that  that 
information  should  go  forth  to  the  pubhc.  The 
honorable  member  for  Totara  said  that  this  sys- 
tem of  asking  questions  had  grown  up  to  be  a 
great  abuse.  He  would  ask  that  honorable  gentle- 
man to  tell  him  how  many  of  the  returns  which 
were  asked  for  or  moved  for  and  sanctioned  by 
the  House  during  last  session  and  the  session 
before  had  been  laid  on  the  table.  The  fact  was 
that,  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  the  House,  as 
shown  by  the  resolutions  which  had  been  passed, 
the  late  Q-overnment  had  furnished  no  returns ; 
hut  now,  when  they  had  got  people  in  office  who 
would  give  some  information,  it  was  surely  right 
that  honorable  members  should  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  the  information  they  desired. 


As  for  what  the  honorable  member  for  Waitoki 
said,  it  would  be  rather  a  strange  thing  if  honor- 
able members  were  only  allowed  to  put  questions 
to  please  other  honorable  members,  and  when 
those  honorable  gentlemen  told  them  they  might 
do  80.  Every  honorable  member  had  a  right  to 
take  his  own  time  for  putting  any  question,  and 
for  putting  it  in  such  a  way  that  he  might  get 
the  best  possible  information  on  the  subject.  He 
hoped  the  papers  relating  to  this  now  celebrated 
Mr.  Jones  would  be  printed,  and  circulated 
throughout  the  colony,  and  that,  this  matter  hav- 
ing been  unearthed,  papers  on  other  subjects  of  a 
similar  kind  might  be  obtained. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD  would  be  sorry  to 
throw  the  slightest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  honor- 
able gentlemen  getting  all  the  information  they 
desired  on  any  subjects  in  which  they  might  be 
interested.  In  fact,  he  wished  himself  to  obtain 
a  little  additional  information  (o  that  which  had 
already  been  furnished  on  this  particular  subject. 
It  appeared  to  him  there  was  some  fatality  con- 
nected with  the  name  of  Jones  in  that  House. 
Some  years  ago  there  was  a  Mr.  Jones  brought  up 
to  the  bar  of  the  House,  whom  the  House  was 
going  to  hang,  draw,  and  quarter  without  mercy, 
and  yet  the  whole  business  ended  in  an  expense 
to  the  colony  of  some  thousands  of  pounds,  and 
nothing  more.  He  feared,  if  they  were  going 
further  into  the  case  of  the  present  Mr.  Jones, 
it  might  cost  the  colony  something  the  same. 
Therefore  he  wished  to  ask  the  Government  if  they 
would  state  whether  this  Mr.  Jones  was  any  rela- 
tion to  the  other  Mr.  Jones ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  result  of  this  question  was  likely  to  lead  the 
colony  into  as  great  an  expense  as  that  incurred 
with  regard  to  the  other  Mr.  Jones. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  would  point  out  that  it  was 
laid  down  in  May  that  *'when  a  questioa  affects 
the  character  of  a  member,  or  reflects  upon  the 
conduct  of  other  persons,  it  is  more  properly  the 
subject  of  a  motion,  which  can  be  conveniently 
debated." 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  no  reflection 
whatever  upon  the  character  of  any  one  in  the 
question  put  by  the  honorable  member  for  Ghfey 
and  Bell,  as  any  honorable  member  could  see  who 
would  take  the  trouble  of  reading  it  through. 
The  late  Native  Minister  had  himself  asked  the 
House  to  consent  to  the  printing  of  the  papers, 
and  no  doubt  that  honorable  gentleman  would  be 
well  able,  when  the  proper  time  came,,  to  defend 
himself,  if  any  charges  were  made  a^nst  him. 
He  submitted  abo  that  there  was  no  miputation 
in  the  papers  themselves ;  and  all  the  Government 
had  done  was  to  answer  the  question  put  to  them 
by  bringing  the  papers  down. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  saw  nothing  irregular  in  the 
question  put  by  the  honorable  member  for  Grey 
and  BelL  He  must  say,  however,  that  an  irregu- 
larity had  been  growing  up  for  years  in  the  House, 
and  that  was,  seeking  to  obtain  returns  by  means 
of  questions.  He  thought  returns  should  not  be 
obtained  except  by  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

"HANNAH  MOKAU." 
Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  the    Government, 
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If  ifc  has,  or  ever  had,  anj  pecaniary  interest  or 
liabilitj  in  regard  to  the  steamship  "Hannah 
Mokau;"  if  so,  under  what  circumstances  did 
the  G^OTernmeut  acquire  such  interest  ?  and  has 
Q-OTemment  received  any  dividend  or  interest 
upon  its  shares  or  mortgage  or  advance  upon  the 
said  **  Hannah  Mokau  "  r  Has  GK)Ternment  paid 
for  the  share  or  other  interest  in  said  ship  held 
in  the  name  of  Rewi,  Te  Wetere,  or  other  Native ; 
if  so,  what  amount  has  Government  thus  paid, 
and  what  security  is  held  for  repayment  ? 

Mr.  BRyCE  replied,— 1.  Pecuniary  interest: 
The  Government  hold  a  mortgage  over  the  ressel 
for  £864.  2.  Liahility :  A  subsidy  at  the  rate 
of  £300  a  year  has  been  promised  while  service  to 
Mokau  is  satisfactorily  performed.  Subsidy  for 
past  eight  months  has  been  withheld  on  account 
of  irregularity  of  service.  3.  Circumstances  under 
which  interest  was  acquired:  The  steamer  was 
seized  by  parties  to  whom  she  had  been  assigned 
as  security  for  money  left  owing  on  her  construc- 
tion ;  and  as  Bewi  and  others  held  shares  in  her, 
and  it  being  considered  of  political  importance 
she  should  be  kept  in  the  trade,  it  was  decided 
that  the  money  should  be  paid,  and  the  assign- 
ment taken  over  by  the  Government,  which  was 
done.  4.  The  Government  have  received  no 
dividend  or  interest.  5.  £100  each  has  been 
paid  on  account  of  Rewi  and  Wetere  for  shares 
held  in  the  steamer. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  was  a  perfectly  fair 
and  straightforward  account  of  the  transaction. 
He  would  move  that  the  honorable  gentleman's 
answer  be  printed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

TIMARU  COUNTY. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  have  received  a  petition  from 
electors  within  the  proposed  County  of  Timaru, 
praying  that  the  county  may  not  bo  constituted  ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  they  will  lay  a  copy  of  it 
before  this  House  ? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  Government  had 
not  received  the  petition  described  in  the  ques- 
tion. A  petition  was  presented,  asking  for  the 
constitution  of  part  of  the  County  of  Geraldine 
into  a  separate  county,  to  be  called  the  Timaru 
County.  That  included  the  Riding  of  Timaru 
and  a  portion  of  the  adjoining  Riding  of  Mount 
Cook.  The  Government  had  received  no  direct 
petition  that  the  County  of  Timaru  might  not 
be  constituted  ;  but  they  had  received  a  petition 
from  the  residents  of  the  part  of  the  adjoining 
Riding  of  Mount  Cook,  asking  that  they  might 
not  be  included  in  that  county. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  MACANDREW  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  will  lay  before  this  House  a 
return  showing  the  whole  of  the  colonial  public 
works  under  his  department  at  present  contracted 
for  within  each  provincial  district,  the  name  of 
the  contractor  and  date  of  contract  in  each  case, 
the  time  for  completion,  amoimt  of  tender,  and 
progress-payment  to  date  ;  also,  the  number  and 
date  of  appropriation  by  Parliament,  or  other 
Colonel  Trimble 


authority  by  virtue  of    which  such  contract  or 
engagement  has  been  entered  into  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  return  would 
be  put  in  hand  at  once.  It  embraced  the  whole 
of  the  public  works,  and  would  take  some  little 
time  to  prepare. 

OTAGO  HARBOUR. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  asked  the  Premier, What 
action,  if  any,  the  Government  propose  to  take 
on  the  subject  of  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Port  Chalmers  and  surrounding  districts, 
praying  for  inquiry  into  the  present  condition  of 
Otago  Harbour,  which  petition  has  been  referred 
by  His  Excellency  thejGk)vemor  to  his  Responsible 
Advisers  ? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  general  question 
of  the  state  of  the  harbour  had  been  already 
referred  to  Sir  John  Coode.  The  Government, 
when  they  sent  to  Sir  John  Coode  the  further 
information  which  he  asked  for  in  reference  to 
Otago  Harbour,  would  also  refer  this  petition  to 
him. 

ASHBURTON  COURTHOUSE. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  he  will  cause  a  sum  of  money  to  be  placed  on 
the  estimates  for  building  a  Courthouse  at  Ash- 
burton ?  In  1878,  £300  was  put  on  the  estimates 
for  building  a  Courthouse  at  Ashburton,  or,  rather, 
for  fitting  up  an  old  building  worth  about  half 
that  sum.  The  residents  protested  against  this 
course  bein^  taken,  and  last  session  the  Govern- 
ment promised  to  sanction  the  expenditure  of 
£500,  but  up  to  this  time  nothing  had  been  done. 
Ashburton  was  the  centre  of  a  large  and  increas- 
ing population.  There  were  no  Fewer  than  six 
lawyers  practising  in  the  borough,  and  the  ac- 
commodation was  altogether  inadequate  for  the 
business.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would  see  his 
way  to  put  a  substantial  sum  on  the  estimates 
for  a  suitable  building. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  he  had  looked 
into  tliis  quest  i  )n,  and  he  was  personally  avrare 
of  the  circumstances  stated  by  the  honorable 
member.  The  Goremment  recognized  the  im- 
portance of  the  work,  and  would  place  a  sum 
of  money  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose. 

TARANAKI  VOLUNTEERS. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  the  Defence  Minis- 
ter, Whether  be  is  aware  that  the  great  bidk 
of  the  Taranaki  Volunteers  are  armed  with  anti- 
quated muzzle -loading  rifles,  many  of  them  of 
inferior  quality  even  of  their  kind ;  and  when 
the  Taranaki  Volunteers  will  be  armed  with 
breech-loading  rifles  ? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that,  out  of  970  Volunteers 
in  tlie  Taranaki  District,  618  were  armed  with 
muzzle-loaders.  Two  thousand  stand  of  Sniders 
had  been  ordered  from  England,  and  should  be  on 
their  way  out  at  the  present  time.  The  present 
Gt)vcmment  had  given  directions  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  short  Sniders  in  store  in  Wellington, 
amounting  to  about  820,  to  be  issued  to  the 
Volunteers  of  Taranaki. 

MOKAU  LAND. 
Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  the  Premier,  Whe- 
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tber  the  Govemmenb  has  authorized  or  assisted 
Mr.  Joshua  Jones,  or  other  person,  to  lease  or 
purchase  a  tract  of  land  to  the  extent  of  about 
30,000  acres  from  the  Natives,  north-east  of  the 
Mokau  River;  and  whether  the  surveyors  now 
engaged  in  defining  the  boundaries  of  the  said 
land  are  in  tlie  pay  of  the  Government,  or  have 
been  instructed  in  any  way  as  to  their  procedure 
by  the  Qoremment  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  replied  that  this  question  also 
appeared  to  be  connected  with  the  famous  name 
of  Jones ;  but  he  hoped  that  on  this  occasion  it 
would  not  cause  much  discussion.  It  appeared 
that  the  late  Native  Minister  did  inform  Mr. 
Jones  that  the  GK)vernment  would  not  interfere 
with  him  in  acquiring  a  block  of  land  of  consider- 
able extent,  but  the  exact  acreage  of  which  he  (Mr. 
Bryoe)  did  not  know.  That  promise  appeared 
only  to  have  been  made  with  respect  to  the  leasing 
of  the  block.  It  did  not  refer  to  the  purchase  of 
the  land.  The  promise  was  supplemented  by  an 
assurance  that  the  Q-overnmeut  would  assist  him 
so  far  as  it  could  in  acquiring  that  leasehold  from 
the  Natives.  With  respect  to  the  survey  of  the 
block,  it  was  now  being  taken  by  surveyors  in  the 
employment  of  the  Government.  He  had  endea- 
voured to  ascertain  whether  any  bond  or  other 
form  of  security  existed  for  the  repayment  of  the 
cost  of  survey,  and  had  found  no  trace  of  it ; 
but  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  late  Native  Minister  with  reference 
to  the  matter  was  not  correct.  It  might  possibly 
be  in  some  office  in  Taranaki. 

Mr.  SH££H:AN  said  that,  for  the  sake  of  being 
able  to  say  a  few  words,  he  would  move.  That  the 
answer  be  laid  on  the  table.  He  would  not  go 
into  this  transaction  just  now,  but  he  was  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
explained  very  fairly  that  the  late  Government 
had  allowed  a  lease  of  this  land  to  be  got.  The 
reason  was,  that  the  land  lay  alongside  the  King- 
country,  and  they  thought  it  was  a  favourable 
opportunity  for  breaking  down  the  border.  Tiie 
f^ts  were  perfectly  well  known  in  Taranaki,  and 
the  Gt>vernmeut  gave  no  assistance  beyond  what 
the  law  required.  The  moment  he  gave  his 
consent  to  the  survey  being  taken  the  matter 
passed  into  another  department,  and  therefore,  if 
the  usual  bond  had  not  been  taken,  he  could  not 
help  it. 

RAILWAY  IRON  AND  ROLLING-STOCK. 

Mr.  SUTTON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works, — (I.)  What  amount  has  been  paid  since  1st 
July  last  to  Messrs.  Guthrie  and  Larnach  for  the 
supply  of  railway  u'on  and  railway  rolling-stock, 
and  what  amount  is  still  owing  on  the  same  ac- 
count? (2.)  Whether  the  arrangement  was  a 
private  one,  or  was  it  open  to  public  competi- 
tion? (3.)  Whether  they  will  lay  before  this 
House  all  correspondence  between  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Agent-General  or  any  other  officer,  and 
Messrs.  Guthrie  and  Larnach,  in  reference  to  the 
supply  by  that  company  of  railway  material  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  he  had  had  a  return 
prepared  showing  the  state  of  the  account.  Tlie 
sum  already  paid  was  £12,450  17s.  6d.,  and  the 
return  would  show  what  balance  remained  unpaid, 
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and  what  portion  of  the  contract  still  remained 
unfulfilled.  He  would  lay  that  return  on  the 
table.  With  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the 
question,  he  had  to  say  that  the  contract  vras  open 
to  public  competition.  It  was  advertised  in  the 
usual  manner,  and  certain  tenders  were  received, 
of  which  Messrs.  Guthrie  and  Lamach's  appeared 
to  be  the  lowest.  The  Gx)vernment  would  have 
no  objection  to  lay  the  whole  correspondence  on 
the  table. 

WAIKATO-THAMES  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  McLean  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  la^  before  this  House  a  copy 
of  the  plan,  and  estimate,  and  certificate  of  the 
Engineer  in  Charge  of  the  North  Island  in 
connection  with  the  railway  from  Waikato  to 
the  Thames :  also,  a  distinctively-coloured  map, 
showing  the  surveys  that  have  been  made  of  the 
country  between  Grahamstown  and  Te  Aroha, 
and  those  parts  which  have  not  been  surveyed ; 
also  showing  bow  far  the  surveys  of  the  line 
between  Grahamstown  and  Te  Aroha  have  been 
completed,  and  the  place  where  the  Natives 
stepped  in  and  prevented  the  surveyors  going 
any  further,  and  the  place  where  the  man  Wil- 
liams was  shot,  near  Ohinemuri  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  rephed  that  he  had  instructed 
the  District  Engineer  to  furnish  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible the  plans  and  maps  asked  for.  Plans  and 
estimates  were  laid  upon  the  table  on  the  9th 
of  August  last.  The  other  information  required 
would  be  supphed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  wished  the  House  to  understand  that 
the  man  was  shot  on  the  railway  survey,  he  was 
mistaken.    He  was  shot  at  another  place. 

AUCKLAND  NATIVE  LAND  COURT. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  lay  before  this  House  a  return  showing 
the  annual  cost  of  conducting  and  maintaining 
the  head  office  of  the  Native  Land  Court  at 
Auckland  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  return  asked  for  was  in 
course  of  preparation,  and  would  be  ready  in  a 
very  few  days. 

CHATHAM  ISLANDS  LAND-TAX. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  have  received  any  communication 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Chatham  Islands 
relative  to  the  enforcement  of  a  land-tax  on  that 
territory ;  and,  if  so,  whether  they  will  lay  a  copy 
of  it  before  this  House  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  Goyem- 
roent  had  received  a  communication  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Chatham  Islands,  a  copy  of 
which  he  would  now  lay  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

POKENO  LAND  AND  PUKEKOHE- 
BOMBAY  ROAD. 

Major  HARRIS  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  lay  before  this  House  a  copy  of  all 
correspondence  between  the  Rev.  S.  Norrie,  Rev. 
D.  Bruce,  and  others,  with  the  Goremment,  in 
reference  to  a  claim  to  Lot  784,  Queen's  Re- 
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doubt,  Pokeno?  Also,  if  the  settlers  through 
whose  land  a  road  has  been  taken  between  Puko- 
kohe  and  the  Bombay  Settlement  have  signed  a 
deed  dedicating  said  road  ?  If  so,  have  tliej  been 
compensated,  as  agreed  upon ;  or,  if  not  com- 
pensated, when  they  will  be  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  papers  asked  for 
were  very  Toluminous,  and  contained  a  good 
deal  of  conflicting  information.  If  the  lionor- 
able  gentleman  wished  it,  he  would  be  yery  glad 
to  lay  either  the  whole  or  any  of  them  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  He  would  suggest  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  caU  at  the  office  and 
make  a  selection  from  the  papers.  With  regard 
to  the  latter  part  of  the  question,  he  found  that 
cheques  for  compensation  had  been  issued  from 
the  Treasury  on  the  24th  September  and  8th 
October  respectively. 

NORTHERN  MAORI  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  rose  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House,  as  a  question  of  privilege,  to  the 
allegations  contained  in  the  petition  of  Hirini 
Rawiri  Taiwhanga,and  then  to  move  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee  to  report  on  the 
same.  Such  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Bran- 
don, Mr.  De  Lautour,  SirOeorge  Grey,  Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Rolleston,  and 
the  mover ;  five  to  form  a  quorum.  To  report 
within  a  week. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  wished  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  this  motion  was  in  order. 
By  the  rules  of  the  House,  if  objection  were  not 
taken  at  once,  it  could  not  afterwards  be  raised, 
when  the  question  waa  once  put.  He  observed 
that  this  motion  had  been  put  upon  the  Order 
Paper  with,  he  presumed,  the  concurrence  of  the 
Speaker.  It  had  been  on  the  Order  Paper  for 
some  days  as  a  notice  of  motion.  Now,  so  far 
as  he  could  find,  the  rule  was  that  motions  of 
privilege  could  take  precedence  if  they  were  of 
urgency  and  relative  to  a  matter  which  arose 
suddenly.  In  this  case,  however,  the  cause  arose 
before  the  session  commenced,  and  Parliament 
had  now  been  sitting  nearly  a  month.  During 
the  whole  of  that  time  it  was  open  to  the  honor- 
able member  to  gi?e  notice  of  his  intended  mo- 
tion in  the  ordinary  course.  On  the  previous  day 
there  was  an  opportunity  for  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  move.  His  notice  of  motion  was  on  the 
Paper,  and  he  would  have  been  in  order  in  at 
once  raising  the  question.  What  he  (Mr.  De  Lau- 
tour) wisheid  to  draw  particular  attention  to  was 
the  inconvenience  that  would  arise  if  this  practice 
were  allowed,  except  iu  cases  where  a  question  of 
privilege  arose  suddenly,  and  was  a  matter  of 
urgency.  Suppose,  in  the  interest  of  party  on 
either  side  of  the  House,  honorable  members 
packed  the  Order  Paper,  as  he  believed  had  been 
done,  with  notices  of  motion  for  party  purposes. 
Suppose  that  these  motions  assumed  the  form 
of  questions  of  privilege,  and  suppose  honor- 
able members  watched  their  opportunity  and 
brought  them  on  suddenly  on  any  day  whenever 
it  suited  the  interests  of  their  party  to  do  so, 
it  would  impede  all  business  being  done.  Such 
an  engine  of  party  warfare  would  be  quite  new 
in  this  House.  At  present  they  had  arrived  at  a 
Major  Karris 


stnte  of  things  when  one  vote  either  way  was  a 
substantial  advantage.  They  had  arrived  at  a 
position  when  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence 
was  absolutely  before  the  House.  A  supporter 
of  one  side,  after  u  month's  opportunity,  auring 
which  period  no  action  was  taken,  and  after  this 
notice  of  motion  had  been  on  the  Order  Paper 
several  days,  now  suddenly  interrupted  the  busi- 
ness by  bringing  on  a  question  affecting  the  seat 
of  a  member  of  this  House.  By  the  rule  laid 
down,  this  question,  not  having  been  brought  up 
as  a  matter  of  urgency,  not  having  been  brought 
before  the  House,  although  on  the  Order  Paper, 
should  be  dealt  with  as  an  adjourned  question. 
In  the  Imperial  Parliament,  a  question  relating 
to  the  Bridport  election  appeared  to  have  been 
brought  up  suddenly,  and  the  Speaker  siid, — 

"  1  will  remind  the  House  of  the  relative  strict- 
ness with  which  the  rule  as  to  privilege  is  en- 
forced. If  a  debate  on  a  question  of  undoubted 
privilege  be  adjourned,  on  its  renewal  it  is  not 

entitled  to  precedence It  appears  to 

me  that  the  House  ought  not  to  allow  subjects  to 
be  introduced  as  of  privilege,  of  which  notice  for 
a  future  day  can  without  inconvenience  be  given." 

An  opportunity  had  been  given  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  bring  this  motion  before  the 
House  since  he  placed  the  notice  on  the  Order 
Paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  understood  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  say  that  this  was  an  adjourned 
debate.     In  what  way  had  it  been  adjourned  ? 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  said  it  stood  in  the  posi- 
tion of  an  adjourned  debate,  because  an  oppor- 
tunity had  been  given  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  bring  the  motion  forward  since  the  matter  to 
which  it  refeiTcd  occurred  and  was  within  bis 
knowledge  and  that  of  the  House.  Therefore  it 
was  not  a  question  of  urgency,  and  the  rule  deal- 
ing with  adjourned  debates  was  applicable  to  this 
case.  The  rule  undoubtedly  was,  that  matter 
brought  forward  suddenly  to  intercept  business 
must  have  arisen  suddenly,  and  be  a  matter  of 
urgency.  Having  failed  for  several  days  to  bring 
the  question  forward,  it  could  not  be  taken  to  be 
a  question  of  such  urgency  as  to  intercept  the 
ordinary  business.  He  submitted  this  view  more 
in  the  interest  of  the  practice  of  this  House,  not 
at  all  doubting  the  Speaker's  care  over  the  in- 
terests of  this  House.  If  the  proposed  course 
were  allowed  it  could  be  used  as  an  engine  of 
party  warfare.  There  would  be  nothing  to  pre- 
vent honorable  members  on  either  side  of  the 
House  from  loading  the  Order  Paper  with  motions 
of  privilege,  and  raising  them  day  after  day,  as 
suited  their  party  leaders.  It  had  been  so  in  this 
case.  He  ventured  to  suggest  that  such  a  course 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  unless  it  could  be  shown 
that  the  question  was  one  of  urgency.  The  ques- 
tion could  not  be  considered  as  such,  inasmuch  as 
it  had  not  arisen  suddenly.  He  submitted  that 
the  objections  he  had  raised  were  applicable  to 
the  present  case.  If  the  proposed  course  were 
allowed  they  would  be  establishing  a  new  depar- 
ture in  their  practice. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  looked  very  care- 
fully into  the  matter,  and  he  found  that  any- 
thing that  affected  the  right  of  a  gentleman  to 
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a  seat  in  this  House  was  a  matter  of  privilege, 
and  as  such  was  entitled  to  be  considered  the 
first  thing  on  the  Paper.  He  did  not  find  among 
the  authorities  he  had  consulted  one  instance  in 
which  a  matter  affecting  an  election  was  not  con- 
sidered as  one  of  privilege.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man was  quite  right  in  saying  that  he  (Mr. 
Speaker)  would  not  allow  any  irregular  procedure 
on  the  score  of  privilege  to  be  adopted  and  used 
as  a  means  of  party  warfare  in  this  House.  He 
would  take  special  care  that  the  claim  of  privi- 
lege should  not  be  extended  to  any  notice  of 
motion  which  did  not  strictly  relate  to  a  matter 
of  privilege. 

Mr.  TOLE  would  like  to  ask  the  ruling  of 
Mr.  Speaker  as  to  whether  this  motion  could  be 
considered — raising  a  question  of  privilege  based 
upon  a  petition  which  was  not  actually  before  the 
House.  The  basis  of  the  lionorable  gentleman's 
motion  was  in  regard  to  certain  allegations  con- 
tained in  a  petition.  Honorable  members  had  a 
right  to  see  that  petition.  If  tliey  looked  at  it, 
they  would  see  that  it  was  in  the  nature  of  an 
election  petition ;  and  for  that  reason  it  should 
have  been  presented  to  the  House  within  a  cer- 
tain number  of  days,  and  should  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Election  Petitions  Art.  In  no 
single  particular  did  it  comply  with  the  provi- 
sions of  that  Act.  With  all  respect  to  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Speaker,  he  would  submit  that  this  was  a 
question  of  privilege  based  on  an  informal  peti- 
tion not  before  the  House,  and  could  not  be 
brought  forward  by  the  honorable  member.  He 
would  also  submit  that  the  petition  came  within 
the  meaning  of  the  276th  Standing  Order:  "  Peti- 
tions in  the  nature  of  election  petitions  will 
not  be  received  unless  the  forms  required  by  the 
Election  Petitions  Act  have  been  complied  with, 
the  same  being  certified  by  the  proper  oflicer." 
He  had  seen  the  petition,  and  he  was  aware  that 
it  had  not  been  certified  to  by  the  proper  officer. 
If  the  honorable  gentleman  had  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  privilege  on  his  own  mere  motion,  and 
from  bis  own  knowledge  that  a  gentleman  sitting 
in  this  House  had  no  right  to  be  in  the  House, 
the  House  would  rule  that  he  was  perfectly  in 
order  in  raising  it  as  a  question  of  privilege ;  but, 
inasmuch  as  the  present  question  of  privilege  was 
based  upon  allegations  contained  in  a  document 
which  was  informal,  and  therefore  not  before 
the  House,  he  would  submit  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  not  in  order  in  going  on  with  the 
question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  found  the  law  clearly  laid 
down  that — 

"  Whenever  any  question  is  raised  affecting  the 
seat  of  a  member,  and  involving  matters  of  doubt 
either  in  law  or  fact,  it  is  cus>tomary  to  refer  it  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee." 

He  thought  the  arguments  just  used  were  such 
as  ought  to  be  addressed  to  such  a  body  as  the 
Committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  an 
election  petition,  and  which  had  to  try  the  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  the  sitting  member  was  dis- 
qualified. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  285th  Standing 
Order  entirely  disposed  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's objection.      This   was  a  petition  from  a 


person  of  the  Native  race,  and  the  rules  of  the 
House  did  not  apply  to  such  petitions. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  provisions  of  the  Elec- 
tion Petitions  Acts  applied  equally  to  petitions 
coming  from  the  Native  race.  The  provisions  of 
those  Acts  had  to  be  conformed  to,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  late  Karaitiana  when  a  petitioner. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  deprecated  any  idea  whateyer 
of  using  this  motion  in  any  way  as  an  engine 
for  party  warfare.  Such  was  not  at  all  the  case. 
H  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  had  in- 
quired into  the  facts  he  would  have  found  that  it 
was  on  the  10th  of  October  he  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  HiriniRawiriTaiwhangato  this  House. 
He  then  gave  notice  that  ho  should  on  a  certain 
day  move  for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  alle- 
gations contained  in  that  petition.  And  as  he  then 
mentioned  that  it  was  a  question  of  privilege,  the 
honorable  member  must  know  that  he  must  have 
alluded  to  that  part  of  the  petition  which  referred 
to  the  disqualification  of  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai. 
He  (Mr.  Beetham)  was  well  aware  that  an  elec- 
tion petition  would  not  have  been  in  order  if  he 
had  presented  it  in  the  way  he  did.  He  was 
well  aware  that  an  election  petition  had  to  go 
through  certain  forms.  But  this  referred  to  a 
question  of  disqualification,  and,  as  such,  he  gave 
notice  that  he  should  move  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  to  examine  and  report  upon  the 
allegations  contained  in  the  petition  of  Hirini 
Taiwbanga.  It  was  necessary  that  he  should 
read  the  two  charges  contained  in  the  petition  of 
Hirini  Taiwhanga.  The  petition  began  in  the 
usual  form,  and  then  went  on  to  say, — 

"  The  undersigned,  your  petitioner  and  second 
highest  candidate  that  polled  among  the  number 
voted  for  for  the  election  of  a  Maori  member 
to  Parliament  for  the  Northern  Maori  Electoral 
District,  showeth — 

"  That  the  election  of  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai,  as 
Maori  representative  in  Parliament  for  this  elec- 
toral district,  is  altogether  illegal  under  '  The 
Disqualification  Act,  1878 ; '  but  that  I,  Hirini 
Taiwhanga,  according  to  this  Act,  am  the  legal 
candidate  to  be  returned  to  Parliament  as  mem- 
ber. 

"  The  grounds  upon  which  I  lay  this  claim  are 
the  same  as  those  which  are  contained  in  the  pro- 
test I  laid  before  and  explained  to  Mr.  Kemp, 
Returning  Ofiicer,  on  the  day  of  the  olEcial  de- 
claration of  the  poll. 

"HiBiNi  Rawiei  Taiwhakga." 

These  were  the  grounds  of  protest  directed  to 
Mr.  Kemp,  the  Returning  Officer  : — 

**  Kaikohe,  Bay  of  Islands, 
"  15th  September,  1879. 

"  Sib, — I,  the  undersigned,  beg  to  inform  you 
that  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai  is  not  at  all  the  proper 
person  to  be  returned  as  member  for  this  Maori 
electoral  district  in  Parliament,  neither  is  Timoti 
Puhipi  (that  is,  if  he  is  elected),  but  that  I  am  the 
proper  person  to  be  returned  as  member. 

"  The  groimds  of  protest  are — firstly,  That  the 
said  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai  and  Timoti  Puhipi  are 
Assessors,  and  they  did  not  send  in  their  resigna- 
tions before  the  day  of  nomination.  Because,  if 
that  is  allowable  according  to  the  Act,  why,  all 
Qt>yemment  servants  holding  salaries  from  £2.0 
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to  £700  per  annum  can  stand  to  be  elected  to 
Parliament.  Now,  when  he  (Mobi)  saw  (and  the 
NatiTe  Minister  saw)  that  he  headed  the  poll, 
a  telegram  was  immediately  sent  by  the  Natire 
Minister  —  that  is,  the  Goremment  —  warning 
Hone  Mohi  Tawhai  and  Timoti  Puhipi  to  quickly 
resign  their  appointments  before  the  hour  of  the 
official  declaration  of  the  poll :  that  probably  one 
of  them  might  be  elected,  or  even  if  they  were 
not  they  had  nothing  to  fear,  because  they  would 
be  reinstated  to  their  offices  by  the  GoTcrnment. 
If  the  law  allows  this,  it  will  be  causing  a  great 
injustice  to  those  not  holding  GoTcrnment  offices. 
"HiEiNi  Rawibi  Taiwhinga." 

The  petition  then  went  on  to  state  that  certain 
acts  of  bribery  were  committed  during  that  elec- 
tion ;  but  he  did  not  think  he  should  be  in  order 
at  the  present  time  in  referring  to  iliis.  Wliat 
he  had  now  to  do  was  to  more  tliat  a  Committee 
be  appointed,  to  whom  should  be  referred  this 
question  of  disqualification.  Of  course,  if  the 
Committee  wished  to  go  into  the  question  they 
could  make  a  representation,  if  they  pleuFod,  on 
this  point  of  bribcrr  and  corruption  ;  but  this 
was  a  matter  he  would  leave  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee.  It  had  been  said  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  that  he  (Mr.  Beetham) 
did  not  take  advantage  when  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  this  question  of  privilege 
before  the  House.  When  he  presented  the  peti- 
tion on  the  10th  October  he  gave  notice  that  on 
Tuesday  last  he  should  move  that  this  Commit- 
tee should  be  appointed.  He  gave  full  notice 
of  it 

Mr.  SHKEHAN.— In  writing  ? 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— I  gave  Hotice  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  House 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— In  writing  ? 

Mr.  BEETHAM  said  he  gave  notice  of  motion 
in  the  usual  form  that  he  should,  on  Tuesday 
last,  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee. 
He  did  not  ask  Mr.  Speaker  to  allow  him 
to  put  a  question  of  privilege,  but  waited  until 
the  usual  time  should  arrive  when  notices  of 
motion  should  be  gone  on  with ;  but  it  was  well 
known  the  House  never  got  there,  and  when  the 
morning  sitting  closed  on  the  following  day  he 
found  his  motion  was  in  the  pame  po:*ition  as 
before,  not  through  any  fault  of  his.  His  motion 
had  gone  down  in  the  Order  Paper,  and  at  Wed- 
nesday's evening  sitting  he  asked  Mr.  Speaker, 
as  a  point  of  order,  whetlier  he  could  then  bring 
on  tnis  question  of  privilege  before  the  House. 
Some  honorable  members  objected  that  they  did 
not  hear  his  remarks  on  that  point.  Possibly,  if 
the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  had  heard 
them,  he  would  have  known  it  was  not  his  (Mr. 
Beetham's)  fault  that  this  question  was  not  be- 
fore the  House  yesterday.  He  was  not  merely 
going  on  the  allegations  contained  in  this  peti- 
tion. He  had  considered  it  his  duty,  as  he  had 
given  notice  for  the  appointment  of  a  Comnnttee, 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  or  otherwise  of  the 
allegations  contained  in  that  petition,  and  he 
found  that  the  nomination  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  took  place  on  the  Ist  Septuml)er, 
that  the  election  took  place  on  the  8th  September, 
and  that  the  resignation  of  Hone  Mohi  Tawhaij  as 
Mr,  Beetham 


Assessor,  took  place  on  the  10th  September.  He 
thought  this  showed  quit«  clearly  that  there  was 
a  very  good  case  to  go  to  a  Committee,  and  he 
could  not  understand  why  any  objection  could  be 
taken  to  that  course  being  adopted.  He  merely 
wished  that  this  question  should  be  fairly  con- 
sidered ;  and,  in  giving  notice  of  certain  names 
which  he  should  propose  on  the  Committee,  he 
had  carefully  taken  members  from  both  sides  of 
the  House,  to  insure  that  the  inquiry  should  be  a 
full  and  impartial  one.  An  honorable  member 
liad  referred  to  a  question  which  had  previously 
been  raised  in  regard  to  a  late  member  for  Auck- 
land City  West,  and  it  might  be  as  well  that  he 
should  inform  the  House  that  a  Committee  was 
granted  in  that  case.  He  felt  doubtful  where  to 
take  precedents  from — whether  to  go  to  the  Old 
Country,  or  to  tnVo  the  precedents  that  had  arisen 
here.  He  had  heard  it  stated  that  they  should 
not  go  for  precedents  to  the  Old  Country.  He  did 
not  believe  in  that  at  all  —  he  did  not  believe 
they  could  do  better  than  in  most  cases  to  follow 
the  precedents  laid  down  by  the  British  Par- 
liament; but  in  this  case  they  had  precedents  of 
their  own  to  guide  them.  The  late  Mr.  John 
Williamson,  after  the  election  for  Auckland  City 
West  had  taken  place,  wrote  to  the  then  Speaker 
(Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell),  stating  that  when  he  waa 
elected  he  held  tlie  office  of  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands,  and  that  the  validity  of  his  elec- 
tion had  been  called  in  question.  The  Speaker 
read  this  letter  to  the  House.  Mr.  Fox  then 
moved,  "  That  a  respectful  address  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  pmying  him  to 
issue  a  new  writ  for  the  election  of  a  member  for 
Auckland  City  West."  There  was  a  certain  dis- 
cussion, in  which  Mr.  O'Neill  and  Mr.  Gisbome 
and  others  took  part.  Mr.  Gisborne  thought  the 
proper  course  to  adopt  would  be  to  move  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee : — 

"  If  Mr.  Williamson  had  addressed  a  letter  an- 
nouncing his  resignation  to  the  Speaker,  the  case 
would  have  been  analogous  to  a  case  referred  to 
in  May's  Parliamentary  Practice,  and  the  House 
could  have  issued  a  new  writ.  As,  however,  the 
question  was  one  of  veiy  great  importance,  it 
should  not  be  decided  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 
He  therefore  thought  that,  in  order  to  establish 
a  precedent,  it  would  be  advisable  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  search  for  precedents,  and  to  inform 
the  House  of  the  result  of  their  investigations. 

He  would  therefore  move,  as 

an  amendment.  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  practice  of  this 
House  and  the  law  on  points  arising  in  connec- 
tion with  the  elections,  and  especially  with  regard 
to  the  election  for  Auckland  City  West.  The 
Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Eyes  Mr.  Fox,  Sir  D.  Monro,  Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  St4iflbrd,  Mr.  Bunny,  and  the  mover." 

This  was  carried  on  the  15th  August.  One 
day  after  that,  Mr.  Fox  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Auckland  City  West  Elec- 
tion.   The  report  was  reac,  as  follows : — 

*•  The  Select  Committee,  to  wliom  was  referred 
by  your  honorable  House  to  inquire  into  the  prac- 
tice of  this  House  and  the  law  on  all  points  arising 
in  connection  with  the  election  for  Auckland  City 
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West,  have,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  your 
honorable  Hoase,  searched  for  precedents,  and 
ascertained  the  practice  of  and  the  law  of  Par- 
liament bearing  on  the  subject;  and  have  come 
to  the  following  resolutions : — 

**  1.  That  the  return  of  Mr.  John  Williamson 
for  Auckland  Citj  West  was  null  and  void,  he 
holding,  at  the  time  of  his  return,  an  office  of 
emolument  by  appointment  of  the  Governor  of 
New  Zealand. 

"  2.  That  the  Committee  do  recommend  that 
the  House  do  direct  Mr.  Speaker  to  forthwith 
issue  hifiT  warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Writs,  to 
make  out  a  new  writ  to  supply  the  vacancy. 

"Which  resolutions  the  Committee  have 
directed  me  to  report  to  the  House." 

It  was  ordered  that  the  report  lie  on  the  table. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  it  was  ordered, — 

"That  Mr.  Speaker  be  directed  to  issue  his 
warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Writs  to  make  out  a 
new  writ  for  electing  a  member  of  this  House  for 
the  District  of  Auckland  City  West,  in  the  room 
of  John  Williamson,  Esquire,  whose  election  is 
declared  null  and  void." 

He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  further 
into  the  question  of  precedent ;  but  he  thought 
he  had  shown  that  if  the  allegations  contained 
in  the  petition  of  Hirini  Taiwhanga  could  be 
sustained  —  and  he  considered  that  they  were 
snstained  by  the  information  with  which  he  had 
made  himself  acquainted — this  was  a  case  which 
should  be  inquired  into  without  delay.  He  might 
say  in  conclusion  that,  if  the  House  should  deem 
that  the  Committee  he  had  mentioned  was  not  a 
fair  one,  he  was  quite  prepared,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  to  amend  his  motion  by  intro- 
ducing any  new  names  that  might  be  thought 
satisfactory  to  honorable  members  generally.  He 
only  wished  that  this  question  should  be  fairly, 
honestly,  and  straightforwardly  conftidered,  in 
order  that  if  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai  was  disqualified 
he  might  not  sit  in  that  House  subject  to  a 
penalty  of  £50  per  diem.  He  did  not  think  it 
necessary  that  he  should  quote  from  the  Dis- 
qualification Act.  The  provisions  of  that  Act 
were,  of  course,  well  known  to  members  of  that 
House.  It  would  be  for  the  Committee,  when 
it  met,  to  say  whether  or  not  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai 
was  disqualified  to  sit  as  a  member  of  that  House. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  he  would  like  to  be  in- 
formed  whether  this  Disqualification  Act  had  ever 
been  translated  into  the  Maori  language,  because 
it  seemed  to  him  that  it  would  be  a  gross  injus- 
tice on  the  part  of  the  House  to  make  subject  to 
to  the  Act  men  who  were  entirely  ignorant  of  its 
provisions. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Oh ! 

Mr.  STEWART.— Some  honorable  gentleman 
said  "  Oh  ! "  Ho  could  not  congratulate  that 
honorable  gentleman  on  his  sense  of  justice.  He 
conceifed  it  to  be  one  of  the  fundamental  rules 
of  legislation  that  those  to  be  affected  by  laws 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  understanding 
the  laws  which  governed  them  ;  and  if  it  was  to 
be  suggested  that  the  House  was  to  be  guilty 
of  an  act  of  injustice  towards  one  of  the  Maori 
race  by  making  him  subject  to  an  Act  which 
had  never  been  translated  to  him  and  a  knowledge 


of  which  he  had  had  no  opportunity  of  acquiring, 
and  that  because  he  had  unconsciously  trans- 
gressed a  technical  Act,  he  was  very  sorry  for 
those  who  brought  forward  such  a  proposition. 
He  appealed  to  all  who  had  any  sense  of  honor 
and  justice  to  say  whether,  in  this  case,  at  all 
events,  a  Maori  member  of  the  House  should  be 
sacrificed  to  technical  legislation,  of  which  he 
could  have  had  no  knowledge.  It  was  clearly 
the  intention  of  the  House,  in  bringing  into 
operation  the  existing  code  of  Standing  Orders, 
that  all  legislation  affecting  the  Maori  race 
should  be  translated  into  the  Maori  language, 
so  that  they  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  law.  Standing 
Order  355  provided, — 

"  Speeches  addressed  to  the  House  by  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  and  Bills  introduced 
into  the  House  specially  affecting  the  Maoris, 
are  translated  and  printed  in  the  Maori  tongue 
for  the  information  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  of 
that  race." 

This  Disqualification  Act  specially  affected  the 
Maoris. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— No. 

Mr.  STEWART.— The  honorable  member  for 
Geraldine  said  "  No ;"  but,  if  it  did  not,  why  was 
it  sought  to  make  them  subject  to  it  ? 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Not  specially. 

Mr.  STEWART.— Yes,  specially.  It  would  be 
a  gross  violation  of  justice  to  say  that  a  Bill  which 
so  specially  affected  Maoris  as  this  did,  but  which 
was  not  translated  even  when  brought  into  force, 
should  be  held  to  apply  to  Maoris.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Geraldine  did  not  seem  to  agree 
with  him  ;  but  he  quite  appreciated  that  honorable 
gentleman's  high  sense  of  justice  in  relation  to 
this  as  well  as  to  other  matters.  However,  the 
point  he  wished  to  bring  before  the  Speaker  was 
one  which  would  commend  itself  to  thejudgment 
of  every  independent  member  of  the  House,  and 
that  was,  whether,  if  these  Standing  Orders  had 
not  been  complied  with,  it  would  be  fair  or  just, 
the  House  having  transgressed  its  own  rules,  to 
set  that  Act  in  motion  against  a  Maori  member. 
He  would  like  to  know  whether  the  Act  erer  had 
been  translated  into  the  Maori  language. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  bad  no  information 
on  the  subject.  * 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  thought  this  was  the  most 
extraordinary  motion  that  had  been  brought  for- 
ward for  some  time  past.  The  gentleman  who 
brought  this  petition  forward  had  been  spoken 
of  very  contemptuously  a  few  months  ago  by  his 
friends  on  that  side  of  the  House  —  he  himself 
had  heard  that  gentleman  spoken  of  in  the  lobbies 
in  a  very  slighting  manner ;  but  times  had  changed 
and  men  had  changed,  and  now  honorable  mem- 
bers were  invited,  at  the  instance  of  that  gentle- 
man, to  discuss  a  proposition  to  deprive  the  House 
of  one  of  the  best-behaved  Maori  chiefs  in  the 
whole  colony,  on  a  purely  technical  point.  The 
honorable  member  for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  Beetham) 
told  the  House  that  he  had  carefully  picked  out 
the  Committee:  and  he  (Mr.  Sheehan)  quite 
agreed  with  him.  There  was  plenty  of  evidence 
as  to  the  care  shown  by  the  honorable  member, 
in  the  fact  that  on  the  Committee  there  were  to 
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be  five  members  from  the  Govemment  ride  of  the 
House  and  three  from  the  Opposition.  For  a 
young  member — not  young  in  years,  but  young 
in  taking  part  in  these  debates — he  had  shown 
^onderfud  discrimination ;  and  he  (Mr.  Sheehan) 
should  think  such  care  would  in  time  bring  him 
to  the  front  in  his  party.  Now,  what  did  the 
speech  the  House  had  just  heard  mean?  This 
was  the  interpretation  :  "  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai,  we 
liave  discovered  a  technical  flaw  in  your  election  : 
if  you  had  come  to  our  side,  and  had  voted  with 
us,  we  should  never  have  raised  a  finger  against 
}ou,  but  as  you  have  gone  over  to  the  other  side 
we  are  going  to  put  the  law  in  operation  against 
you.  Do  not  come  into  the  House,  or  you  will 
have  to  suffer  a  penalty  of  £50  a  day.  Hone 
Mohi  Tawhai,  please  clear  out  until  this  division 
is  over."  Now,  that  honorable  gentleman  had 
spoken  in  the  House  during  the  want-of-confi- 
dence  debate,  and  said  that  he  was  a  chief,  and 
was  going  to  vote  like  a  chief;  and  he  (Mr. 
Sheehan)  now  said  he  was  a  chief,  and  that  he 
would  vote  like  a  chief.  What  were  the  facts  ? 
Until  1878  the  Disqualification  Act  did  not 
apply  to  the  Maori  members  at  all,  and  many 
who  held  seats  in  the  House,  and  voted  with 
the  Government  which  existed  before  1878,  drew 
salaries  while  they  were  members,  and  when  they 
left  the  House  their  salaries  were  converted  into 
pensions.  Dozens  of  cases  could  be  cited  to  show 
that.  He  might  mention  the  case  of  Taiaroa, 
who,  while  he  remained  a  member  of  tlie  House, 
drew  a  salary  of  £100  a  year.  Indeed,  but  for 
the  fact  of  that  being  discovered  just  before  he 
was  called  to  the  Upper  House,  he  would  have 
been  disqualified.  It  was  the  "  continuous  Minis- 
try"  who  set  the  example  of  paying  salaries  to 
members  of  the  House ;  and,  when  the  law  was  so 
altered  as  to  prevent  that  state  of  things,  there 
was  not  a  single  Maori  who  knew  of  the  change. 
Ho  confessed  that,  although  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  which  had  passed  the  law,  he  had  for- 
gotten the  change,  and  should  not  have  remem- 
bered it  had  not  Major  Te  Wheoro  found  it  out 
just  in  time,  and  telegraphed  announcing  his 
resignation.  The  Act  had  never  been  translated 
into  Maori,  and  the  Natives  were  quite  ignorant 
of  it.  As  to  the  petition  which  had  been  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wairarapa,  he 
(Mr.  Sheehan)  had  intended  to  cajl  attention  to 
it  himself,  because  it  alleged  he  huil  »ent  certain 
telegrams  to  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai,  which  state- 
ments he  had  no  hesitation  in  characterizing  as 
absolutely  untrue,  as  absolute  falsehoods ;  and  he 
defied  the  honorable  member  or  any  member  of 
that  House  to  produce  a  telegram  of  the  kind. 
Mr.  BEETHAM.— I  did  not  say  the  telegram 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  — No  J  but  the  honorable 
gentleman  made  himself  the  vehicle  for  conveying 
that  impression  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— I  merely  quoted  from  tl>e 
petition,  but  did  not  say  the  statements  wore 
true. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said,  if  a  petition  were  given 

to  him  reflecting  upon  the  conduct  of  another 

honorable  member,  he  would  have  made  inquiry 

as    to    the    truth  of  its  allegations    before  he 

Mr,  Sheehan 


brought  that  petition  before  the  House.  Sup- 
posing a  charge  of  forgery,  or  any  such  grave 
crime,  were  made  in  a  petition,  would  it  not  be 
the  duty  of  an  honorable  member,  before  calling 
attention  to  that  charge,  to  get  some  evidence  as 
to  the  truth  of  the  statement — to  get  some  evi- 
dence to  show  that  there  was  at  least  a  primd 

facie  case?  Certainly,  the  honorable  member 
ought  to  have  taken  some  such  step  before 
bringing  this  matter  before  the  House,  because 
the  statement  was  absolutely  untrue.  He  defied 
the  production  of  a  telegram  of  the  kind.  So  far 
as  he  (Mr.  Sheehan)  was  concerned,  he  would 
give  the  honorable  gentleman  leave  to  go  to  the 
telegraph  oflice  and  search  it.  Although  asked 
to  assist  in  the  election,  he  refused  point-blank 
to  interfere,  and  so  in  other  cases.  They  had 
had  a  number  of  cases  cited ;  but  let  the  House 
go  back  awhile  and  look  at  the  case  of  Karai- 
tiana.  They  had  heard  talk  about  ihe  Gt>vem- 
ment  influencing  elections;  but  let  the  House 
look  at  the  facts  connected  with  that  election. 
An  honorable  gentleman  in  the  House  had  acted 
with  him  on  that  occasion  who  no  doubt  would 
oppose  him  in  this  instance ;  but  he  would  never- 
theless remember  the  facts.  Witnesses  came 
before  the  Committee  which  tried  the  allegations 
in  that  case,  and  said  that  they  thought  they 
were  acting  as  "  Returning  Officers  for  the  Govern- 
ment candidate  ;  "  and  they  actually  went  about 
the  country  getting  persons'  names  in  a  book,  so 
as  to  save  those  persons  the  trouble  of  attending 
the  poll  to  vote.  There  had  been  four  Maori 
eleclions  during  the  last  six  months,  and  he 
defied  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  to  pro- 
duce one  single  instance  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  influenced  an  election,  although,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  were  entitled,  as  a  party,  to 
do  all  they  possibly  could.  There  had  been  a 
great  deal  of  talk  al)out  using  the  "  Hinemoa  ** 
tor  political  purposes  in  the  Government  inter- 
est ;  but  what  bad  been  done  ?  He  had  taken 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  Dis- 
trict, and  some  of  his  supporters,  in  the  "  Hine- 
moa," and  landed  them  where  they  wished  to  be 
landed,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  their  elec- 
tion. He  had  been  a.'^ked  to  interfere  in  these 
elections,  but  had  refused.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man ought  not  to  have  given  currency  to  such 
statements  until  he  had  made  inquiries,  or  with- 
out first  coming  to  him  and  saying,  "  Here,  Mr. 
Sheehan,  are  certain  statements  afiecting  you, 
to  which  I  shall  have  to  refer.  You  had  better 
read  them,  so  that  you  may  be  able  to  answer 
them  if  you  choose."  That  would  have  been 
gentlemanly  conduct,  l^o  doubt,  however,  it  was 
nothing  more  than  an  indiscretion  on  the  part  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  because,  though  lie  was 
an  inteubo  party  man,  he  would  not  have  wilfully 
taken  an  unfair  advantage  of  an  opponent.  Still, 
it  was  to  be  regretted  that  he  had  not  taken  the 
course  indicated.  In  the  case  of  Karaitiana,  it 
was  also  proved  that  in  two  instances  no  poll  had 
been  taken  ;  yet  the  House  held  that,  under  the 

!  peculiar  franchise  of  the  Maoris,  and  seeing  that 
there  were  thirty  or  forty  polling-places,  a  small 

I  matter  like  that  should  not  be  allowed  to  interfere 
with  the  return.    But  what  was  the  fact  in  this 
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case?  A  man  who  represented  in  his  person 
the  highest  Maori  hlood  of  the  country — and  he 
stated  that  advisedly  —  a  man  who  had  been  a 
public  officer  for  many  years,  receiving  the  enor- 
mous salary  of  £50  per  year,  was  to  be  rejected 
upon  a  mere  technicality.  Let  the  House  go 
back  for  awhile.  He  had  seen  members  of  the 
House  under  the  late  GoTcmment  getting  £800 
to  £1,000  a  year,  and  there  was  no  discussion 
about  it ;  yet  this  Maori,  who  knew  nothing  of  the 
law  —  because  he  had  not  resigned  his  assessor- 
ship  until  after  the  election,  tliough  he  did  resign 
before  the  poll  was  declared — was  to  be  made  to 
Buffer.  The  law  had  practically  never  been  known 
to  the  Maoris,  because  the  Act  had  never  been 
rendered  into  the  Maori  language.  And,  indeed, 
as  he  said  before,  although  he  was  a  member  of 
the  House  at  the  time,  the  provision  would  have 
been  unknown  to  him  except  for  the  telegram  he 
received  from  Te  Wheoro.  He  might  add  it 
would  be  found  that  he  had  advised  Te  Wheoro 
not  to  give  up  his  office  at  a  good  salary  to  come 
into  the  House  ;  but  he  would  not  accept  that 
sdrice.  Unless  the  honorable  gentleman  woidd 
accept  a  reconstruction  of  the  Committee,  so  as 
to  make  it  a  fair  and  impartial  Committee,  the 
Opposition  would  oppose  the  motion,  and  oppose 
it,  as  he  believed,  successfully.  But,  even  if  the 
Committee  were  appointed,  and  brought  up  a 
report  adverse  to  the  sitting  member,  he  should 
move,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  would 
be  a  i&\Y  thing  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  remove  the 
effects  of  this  technical  measure  so  far  as  Hone 
Mohi  Tawhai  was  conceraed.  He  would  appeal 
to  their  sense  of  fair-play,  and  felt  perfectly  cer- 
tain that  unless  the  proposed  Committee  were  re- 
constructed the  motion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Wairarapa  would  not  be  passed.  He  said  fur- 
ther that,  even  if  they  asked  the  House  to  disqualify 
Hone  Mohi  Tawhai  on  that  special  ground,  he  felt 
snre  the  House  would  direct  them  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  make  his  election  good.  He  trusted  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  reconstitute  the  Com- 
mittee ;  otherwise  he  would  oppose  it  tooth  and 
nail. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  must  say  that  he  was  very 
much  surprised  at  the  tone  adopted  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  on  an 
occasion  of  this  kind.  Until  the  honorable  gentle- 
man rose — or,  rather,  until  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  rose — he  had 
no  idea  that  there  was  any  party  heat  connected 
with  this  matter.  He  knew  nothing  about  this 
matter,  except  that  he  had  heard  that  one  of  the 
IV'ative  members  was  an  Assessor  at  the  time  he 
was  elected,  and  that  consequently  he  was  liable 
to  a  penalty  for  every  day  he  sat  in  the  House, 
and  was  absolutely  disqualified  by  law.  He  re- 
peated the  assertion  that  until  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  rose  he  had  no  idea  that 
this  was  being  made  a  party  question  in  any  way, 
and  he  was  very  much  astonished  when  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan) 
showed  so  much  heat  in  connection  with  a  matter 
which  ought  not  to  be  dealt  with  from  a  party 
point  of  view.  Surely,  the  question  of  whether 
disqualification  should  be  strictly  considered  was 
much  more  important  to  the  House  than  the 


question  of  whether  this  party  or  the  other  should 
gain  a  temporary  advantage  in  the  House.  This 
was  not  in  the  least  a  question  of  fair-play.  It 
was  simply  a  question  of  what  was  the  law  and 
what  was  the  practice  of  the  House.  If  the 
honorable  member  was  disqualified  it  was  abso> 
lutely  necessary  that  some  step  should  be  taken 
in  order  that  he  might  be  removed  from  the 
House,  or  that  the  necessary  means  should  be 
adopted  to  purge  him  of  the  disqualification  by 
an  amending  Act.  The  contention  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart),  that 
this  matter  could  not  be  gone  on  with  because 
the  Statute  of  18()8  had  not  been  translated  into 
the  Maori  language,  was  simply  a  ridiculous  one. 
He  had  always  observed  that  when  a  lawyer  got 
up  in  that  House  to  give  them  cheap  law  he 
always  gave  them  very  bad  law.  He  was  sure  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  never  be  at  the  head 
of  his  profession — as  he  boasted  he  was — if  he 
dealt  out  such  bad  law  to  his  clients  as  he  had 
dealt  out  to  the  House.  His  opinion  was  not 
only  not  worth  six-and-eightpence,  but  it  was  not 
worth  three  farthings.  The  fundamental  basis  of 
the  law  was,  that  everybody  who  was  subject  to 
the  law  was  assumed  to  be  cognizant  of  it.  The 
honorable  gentleman  went  on  the  understanding 
that  no  one  was  subject  to  the  law  unless  he  vraa 
acquainted  with  it.  That  was  his  argument — 
that  the  honorable  member  could  not  be  made 
subject  to  the  Disqualification  Act  because  at  the 
time  when  he  became  an  ofiender  under  that  Act 
he  was  not  aware  of  the  existence  or  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act.  Why,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man flew  in  the  face  of  the  fundamental  principle 
of  that  particular  branch  of  the  law  of  which  he 
himself  professed  to  be  the  exponent.  This  Act 
was  not  an  Act  specially  aflecting  the  Maori  race. 
It  was  quite  obvious  that  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "  special "  was  this :  that  the  Act  should 
affect  the  Maori  race  and  not  others.  Now,  this 
Act  affected  all  classes  of  subjects,  including  mem- 
bers of  the  Maori  race ;  and  it  was  therefore  a 
general  Act,  generally  affecting  the  Maori  race, 
but  not  specially  affecting  them  as  dividing  them 
from  their  fellow-subjects  in  the  country.  He  did 
not  speak  on  this  subject  in  the  least  in  the  posi- 
tion of  an  advocate — not  the  least  in  the  world. 
AU  that  he  said  was  this :  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  at  once,  without  any  delay,  to  re- 
move any  person  from  the  position  of  being  liable 
to  a  penalty  under  the  Disqualification  Act.  He 
thought  it  a  most  improper  threat  to  the  House 
for  an  honorable  gentleman  to  say  that,  if  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori  Dis- 
trict were  disquaUfied,  he  would  prevent  the  dis- 
quahfication  taking  place,  and  would  prevent  the 
report  of  the  Disqualification  Committee  being 
carried  out,  and  that  he  would  by  some  motion  or 
other,  which  he  did  not  specify,  absolutely  keep 
in  that  House,  in  defiance  of  the  law,  a  person 
who  was  not  qualified  by  law  to  sit  there.  The 
honorable  gentleman  had  no  right  whatever  to 
make  such  a  statement.  He  (Mr.  Wakefield) 
felt  quite  confident  that,  let  party  feeling  be  as 
it  might,  that  House  would  put  its  foot  on  any 
attempt  the  honorable  gentleman  might  make  to 
set  aside  the  law  of  disqualification  in  respect  to 
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members.  The  honorable  gentleman  might  hare 
seen  also  that,  if  he  were  able — as  he  (Mr.  Wake- 
field) was  conyinced  he  was  not  able — to  com- 
mand a  majority  in  the  House  in  the  direction  of 
doing  so  wrons;  a  thing  as  to  obstruct  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Disqualification  Act,  jet  any  person, 
no  matter  who,  could  issue  a  writ  against  the 
honorable  member  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai,  and 
could  recoTer  £50  a  day  for  every  day  he  had 
sat  in  the  House  during  this  session,  or  for  every 
day  he  might  continue  to  sit ;  and  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  would  have  no  power 
OTer  that  person,  who  would  be  placed  in  the 
position  of  a  suitor  before  the  Ck)urts  by  this  Act. 
Why,  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Sir  Gt.  Grey)  did  actually  issue  writs  in  1876 
against  the  then  Ministry.  He  declared  that 
they  were  disqualified ;  and,  although  no  attempt 
was  made  on  the  occasion  to  lay  aside  the  Disqua- 
lification Act,  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not 
trouble  himself  about  a  Disqualification  Commit- 
tee, but  immediately  went  and  issued  writs  against 
them,  and  put  them  to  an  enormous  expense. 
That  was  in  the  memory  of  every  honorable  gentle- 
man in  the  House ;  and  the  same  course  would 
be  adopts  in  this  case  if  any  attempt  were  made 
by  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite,  from  party 
motives,  to  prevent  the  operation  of  a  law  which 
was  established,  not  for  the  benefit  of  any  indi- 
viduals, but  for  the  good  conduct  and  due  dignity 
of  that  House  as  a  legislatiye  assembly.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan) 
spoke  in  very  strong  and  entirely  uncalled-for 
terms  of  the  action  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Wairarapa  (Mr.  Beetham),  with  reference  to  a 
telegram  which  he  was  alleged  to  have  sent  to 
Hone  Mohi  Tawhai  about  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion. The  honorable  member  for  Wairarapa 
never  accused  the  honorable  gentleman  of  send- 
ing any  telegrams.  He  merely  quoted  from  the 
report  of  Hirini  Eawiri  Taiwhanga,  who  stated 
that  such  a  telegram  had  been  sent,  and  men- 
tioned it  in  connection  vrith  the  retention  of 
office  by  Hone  Tawhai.  The  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  declared  that  that  was  an  insinua- 
tion against  his  character,  and  so  forth.  Why,  he 
(Mr.  Wakefield)  should  say  it  was  quite  a  proper 
thing  for  the  Native  Minister  to  have  done — to 
have  sent  a  telegram  to  Hone  Tawhai,  warning 
him  that  he  was  an  officer  of  the  Gt>vemment, 
and  that  he  was  therefore  disqualified  for  stand- 
ing for  Parliament.  It  would  have  been  a  most 
proper  thinp  to  have  done ;  and,  so  far  from  being 
an  insinuation  against  his  character,  it  was  paying 
the  honorable  gentleman  a  very  great  compliment 
to  suppose  that  he  had  had  the  good  sense  to  send 
such  a  telegram  to  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai.  If  the 
statements  which  had  been  made  in  the  petition  of 
Hirini  Bawiri  Taiwhanga — and  which  had  been 

proved  to  be  correct,  it  was  quite  clear  to  his  mind 
that  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai  was  disqualified  from  hold- 
ing a  seat  in  that  House.  Honorable  gentlemen 
said,  **  Oh !  but  in  the  case  of  a  Native ! "  In  the 
case  of  a  Native  the  law  was  just  as  strict,  and 
properly  so,  as  in  the  case  of  a  European.  What 
was  done  in  the  case  of  the  first  Maori  election 
that  was  erer  made  to  that  House  ?  Mete  Kingi 
Mr.  Wakefield 


Paetahi  was  elected  for  the  Western  Maori  Dis- 
trict in  1868.  It  was  ascertained  as  soon  as  he 
came  to  Wellington  that  he  was  an  Assessor  at 
the  time  of  his  election,  drawing  a  salary  of  ex- 
actly the  same  amount  as  that  which  Hone 
Mohi  Tawhai  was  drawing.  What  did  the  late  Sir 
Donald  McLean  do  on  that  occasion  ?  Did  he 
come  down  and  bounce  the  House,  and  rage  at 
honorable  members  across  the  House,  and  tell 
them  that,  whaterer  the  Disqualification  Com- 
mittee might  say,  he  would  see  that  the  honor- 
able member  would  retain  his  seat  ?  Did  he  do 
anything  so  improper?  Not  at  all.  He  came 
down  to  the  House,  and  said,  "Mete  Kingi 
Paetahi  is  clearly  disqualified  by  law  from  being 
elected  to  the  House.  He  has  not  taken  his  seat ; 
I  have  advised  him  not  to  take  his  seat ;  and  I 
ask  the  House  to  pass  an  Indemnity  Bill  to  meet 
his  case.''  The  very  first  Act  that  was  passed  in 
the  session  of  1868  was  the  Mete  Kingi  Paetahi 
Election  Indemnity  Act ;  and  the  reason  the  lata 
Sir  Donald  McLean  then  gave  for  asking  that 
such  a  step  should  be  taken  was,  that  it  was  the 
first  election  of  a  Maori,  and  that  it  was  unadvisable 
that  it  should  be  upset,  no  matter  on  how  serious 
a  ground.  He  maide  the  Act  a  temporary  Act, 
terminating  at  the  close  of  that  Parliament,  and 
it  was  fully  explained  at  that  time  that  it  was  not 
to  be  made  a  precedent,  but  on  the  contrary  was  to 
deal  with  that  particular  case,  because  it  waa  the 
first  occasion  when  the  Maori  Representation  Act 
was  brought  into  force.  Let  honorable  gentlemen 
look  back  to  those  facts,  and  then  let  them  taj 
whether  the  disqualification  of  a  Native  memb^ 
should  be  made  a  party  question  or  a  question  of 
mere  sentiment.  The  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  had  no  business  to  bring 
personal  quahfications  into  the  case  at  all.  It 
was  not  a  question  of  whether  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai 
was  a  highly-respected  and  worthy  chief — as  he 
(Mr.  Waiefield)  believed  him  to  be.  He  might 
have  been  the  most  disreputable  and  unworthy 
chief  in  the  comii  ry — his  case  should  have  received 
the  same  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  House. 
It  was  not  a  matter  of  personal  sympathy  with 
him  (Mr.  Wakefield).  It  was  simply  a  matter  of 
the  interpretation  of  the  Disqualification  Act  by 
that  House.  He  hoped  honorable  gentlemen 
would  not  be  led  away  by  any  ideas  sucn  as  those 
suggested  by  his  honorable  friend,  but  that  they 
woiSd  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  allow  the  matter  to  be  gone  on  with 
in  the  ordinary  way.  And  he  would  say  this; 
that  if  it  could  be  shown  to  be  right  and  desirable, 
no  matter  on  what  ground,  that  a  short  Indem- 
nity Bill  should  be  passed  qualifying  the  honor- 
able member  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai  for  his  seat^  he 
would  be  the  very  first  to  assist  in  the  passage  of 
such  a  measure.  He  had  no  desire  whaterer  to 
deal  with  this  question  in  a  party  manner ;  and 
any  honorable  member  who  attributed  any  such 
motive  to  him  made  a  statement  he  had  no  busi- 
ness to  make.  He  hoped  thoy  would  look  to  the 
future,  and  remember  that  at  any  time  a  question 
of  disqualification  might  arise,  and  that,  if  they 
acted  on  this  occasion  from  the  mere  party  feeling 
of  the  moment,  they  would  be  sony  for  it,  and 
find  themselves  placed  in  a  difficulty  from  which 
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thej  miglit  save  themselTes  bj  acting  strictly  in 
accordance  with  law  and  precedent  on  the  present 
occasion. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  he  would  more,  by  way  of 
amendment,  that  the  names  of  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr. 
Tole,  Mr.  Swanson,  and  Mr.  Pitt  be  added  to 
the  Committee.  He  would  say,  with  regard  to  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine, 
that,  before  that  honorable  gentleman  took  upon 
himself  to  correct  the  law  laid  down  by  any 
honorable  member  of  that  House,  he  ought  to 
be  sure  that  he  himself  was  in  a  position  to  give 
a  fair  exposition  of  what  the  law  was.  He  (Mr. 
Hislop)  always  understood  that  Bills  which 
specially  affected  any  particular  individuals  in- 
cluded iBills  which  took  away  from  those  indivi- 
duab  peculiar  rights  which  they  had  under  the 
law  then  existing.  The  Disqualification  Act  of 
1876  contained  a  clause  which  specially  exempted 
the  Natires  from  the  main  provisions  of  the  Act, 
but  that  section  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  1878, 
which  placed  disabilities  upon  the  Natives  which 
had  not  previously  existed  ;  and  he  thought  that, 
in  accordance  with  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
House,  such  a  Bill  ought  to  have  been  distributed 
amongst  the  Native  people.  He  did  not  under- 
stand the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Stewart)  to  say  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  ought  not  to  extend  to  the  Maori  people ; 
he  had  merely  urged  that,  on  account  of  this 
omission,  the  motion  before  the  House  ought  to 
be  specially  treated.  The  honorable  member  for 
G-eraldine  was  quite  right  in  stating  that  in  1868 
a  Bill  was  passed  to  indenmify  a  Maori  member 
of  the  House,  but  that  Bill  was  not  only  passed 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  an  Assessor  to  be  a 
member'  of  the  House,  but  to  entitle  him  to  con- 
tinue to  hold  the  office  of  Assessor  which  he  then 
held.  He  regretted  that  the  late  Native  Minister 
had  spoken  so  warmly  upon  the  subject,  but  he 
was  justified  on  account  of  what  was  said  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  Beetham). 
He  was  quite  sure  that  the  course  suggested — 
namely,  that  the  petition  should  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  who  should  report  upon  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  also  have  power 
to  report  whether  another  election  should  fake 
place — was  the  proper  coui-se  to  pursue.  They 
knew  very  well  that  where  there  had  been  no 
intentional  infringement  of  the  law — where  the 
infringement  was  merely  technical  —  the  best 
course  was  to  cure  the  defect  by  passing  an 
Indemnibr  Act.  That  had  always  been  admitted 
by  the  House.  If  the  honorable  member  for 
Wairarapa  would  accept  the  amendment  he  pro- 
posed, he  would  have  much  pleasure  in  supporting 
nim. 

Mr.  TAINUI  said  he  thought  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Betuming  Officer,  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  law,  to  have  informed  the  candidates 
of  the  proper  course  to  be  adopted.  Had  the 
honorable  member  (Mohi  Tawhai)  understood 
the  nature  of  the  Act,  he  would  have  taken  steps 
to  put  himself  in  a  proper  position  by  resigning 
the  office  of  Assessor  ;  but  he  had  only  recently 
learned  that  his  election  had  been  petitioned 
against.  The  Maoris  were  not  yet  thoroughly 
acquainted   with   the   laws   affecting    elections. 

VOL.  XZIIL~40. 


Had  these  Acts  been  translated  into  the  Maori 
language  in  the  first  instance,  as  pointed  out  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Stewart)  this  mistake  would  not  have  occurred. 
He  agreed  with  the  remark  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitaki  (Mr.  Hislop)  that  the  non- 
compliance with  the  Act  in  this  case  should  be 
overlooked  because  the  return  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District  was 
petitioned  against  on  two  grounds — namely,  be- 
cause he  did  not  send  in  his  resignation  at  the 
proper  time,  and  because  he  had  been  guilty  of 
bribery  :  two  conditions  incomprehensible  to  the 
Maori  under  the  circumstances.  He  might  in- 
form the  House  that  the  petitioner  in  this  case 
had  stood  for  the  district  on  three  different  occa- 
sions, and  had  not  been  elected.  Perhaps  the 
petitioner  felt  aggrieved  on  that  ground,  and 
had  sent  in  the  petition.  He  had  been  twice 
defeated  when  Wi  Katene  was  elected,  and  now 
by  Mohi  Tawhai.  If  the  election  of  Mohi  Tawhai 
was  declared  null  and  void,  and  there  was  to  be 
another  elecdon,  he  could  safely  say  that  Mohi 
Tawhai  would  again  be  elected,  because  he  was 
a  man  who  was  thought  a  good  deal  of  by  the 
Northern  people.  There  was  another  thing : 
Natives  in  the  employ  of  the  Qt)vemment  were 
generally  appointed  by  the  Maoris  to  conduct 
matters  in  their  interest.  That  was  why  he  con- 
sidered it  only  fair  that  Acts  relating  to  such 
matters  as  this  should  be  translated  into  the 
Maori  language.  It  would  place  a  knowledge  of 
the  technicahties  of  the  law  within  their  grasp, 
and  serve  to  avoid  cases  of  this  description  arising 
in  future  elections.  He  blamed  the  Betuming 
Officer  in  this  case,  because  he  knew  that  Mohi 
Tawhai  was  an  officer  of  the  Government.  He 
would  leave  it  to  the  House  to  consider  whether 
it  was  fair  to  have  this  case  decided  according  to 
the  Act,  or  whether  some  leniency  should  not 
be  shown  towards  Mohi  Tawhai.  Ho  saw  that 
during  this  session  there  were  a  number  of  peti- 
tions presented  against  the  election  of  memoers 
— ^not  only  against  the  Maori  members,  but  also 
against  the  European  members. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  wished  to  call  attention 
to  one  point  connected  with  the  motion,  which  he 
thought  was  of  considerable  importance.  The 
motion  referred  to  *'  the  allegations  contained  in 
the  petition  of  Hirini  Rawiri  Taiwhanga,"  and 
he  understood  that  one  of  the  allegations  was 
bribery.  Could  the  Committee,  when  the  petition 
had  been  presented  in  the  usual  form,  inquire 
into  that  ?  Because,  if  it  could  not,  then  he  held 
that  the  motion  should  be  more  specific. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  that,  if  the  petitioner 
endeavoured  to  establish  bribery,  it  ought  to  be 
established  in  terms  of  the  Act.  The  Committee 
could  only  inquire  into  the  question  of  the  sitting 
member  being  disqualified  under  the  Disqualifica- 
tion Act  through  being  a  Native  Assessor. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  he  thought  the 
motion  should  be  amended.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  honorable  member  for  Wairarapa 
had  consented  to  the  addition  of  the  names  sug- 
gested by  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  thought  some  arrangement 
would  be  come  to. 
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Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  in  order  to  make  the 
motion  more  specific,  mofed  the  insertion  of  the 
following  words  :  "  That  the  allegation  contained 
in  the  petition  respecting  the  infringement  of 
the  Disqualification  Act  be  inquired  into."  He 
did  not  dissent  from  the  ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker, 
but  he  thought  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous  pre- 
cedent to  establish  that  during  the  session,  and 
after  the  time  had  expired  for  presenting  a  peti- 
tion against  the  return  of  a  member  upon  the 
ground  of  bribery,  any  member  should,  upon  a 
question  of  privilege,  bring  in  a  motion  stating 
that  a  member  had  infringed  the  Disqualification 
Act,  and  that  he  had  also  been  guilty  of  bribery  ; 
because,  if  it  was  proved  that  he  had  not  in- 
fringed the  Disqualification  Act,  he  might  be 
tried  for  bribery. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  thought  that  in  discuss- 
ing  a  question  of  this  kind  it  was  desirable  that 
a  dear  view  of  the  actual  state  of  the  law  should 
be  realized  by  honorable  members.  In  this  par- 
ticular matter  the  House  appeai'ed  to  be  not  only 
the  makers  bu^  the  administrators  of  the  law ; 
and  therefore,  in  both  capacities,  honorable  mem- 
bers were  bound,  so  far  as  they  could,  to  endea- 
TOur  to  apply  the  law  properly.  The  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  said  it 
was  one  of  the  fundamental  rules  of  legislation 
that  persons  accused  must  be  shown  to  possess  a 
knowledge  of  the  law.  He  was  very  much  sur- 
prised at  the  honorable  gentleman  laying  down 
the  law  in  that  way.  No  doubt  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  an  infinitely  greater  knowledge  of 
the  law  than  he  (Mr.  Acton  Adams)  had.  But 
he  had  always  been  taught  that  the  guiding  prin- 
ciple of  the  law  on  this  point  was,  Ignorantia 
legit  neminem  excusat.  He  had  neyer  heard  that 
ignorance  of  the  law  was  a  good  excuse  on  the 
part  of  a  person  who  had  committed  a  breach  of 
the  law.  Although  in  this  nineteenth  century  he 
was  not  going  to  justify  a  principle  which  had 
been  laid  down  as  a  part  of  our  law  for  many 
hundred  years,  yet  it  was  yery  easy  to  see  the 
reason  why  this  principle  was  laid  down.  Honor- 
able members  would  recognize  at  once  that  it  was 
impossible  to  interrogate  the  accused  as  to  whether 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  law  or  not.  Although 
that  could  be  done  in  France,  still  it  was  contrary 
to  English  law  to  interrogate  an  accused  person. 
The  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  talked 
about  its  being  a  mere  technical  defect.  If  so, 
he,  for  one,  would  be  most  willing  to  pass  any 
measure  to  overrule  such  a  defect.  But  what  was 
a  technical  defect?  It  was  when  the  letter  of 
the  law  was  contravened,  and  not  the  spirit  of 
it.  The  spirit  of  the  Disqualification  Act  was 
this  :  It  was  intituled, "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
Purity  of  Parliament."  That  was  th^  spirit  of 
the  Act — the  sentiment  of  obtaining  purity  in 
our  Parliament.  Then  the  Act  went  on  to  say 
that  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Crown,  and 
receiving  a  salary  from  the  Crown,  should  not 
be  qualified  to  become  members  of  the  House. 
That  was  a  very  broad  principle,  and  the  breach 
of  it  could  not  be  considered  a  merely  techni- 
cal defect.  There  was  no  question  in  this  case 
of  the  accused  haying  been  caught  b^  any  narrow 
or  technical  interpretation  of  particular  words. 
Mr,  Hall 


He  thought  that  on  no  occasion  more  than  the 
present  should  the  House  maintain  the  reasonable- 
ness  and  justice  of  the  principle  laid  dovrn,  that 
the  Crown  and  its  servants  should  not  bo  candi- 
dates for  seats  in  this  House.  And  he  would  go 
even  further,  and  say  that  they  should  merely 
record  their  votes  at  elections,  and  not  interfere 
in  any  way  with  those  elections.  That  was  an  ex- 
tension of  the  principle  of  the  present  law,  which 
would  be  well  understood  as  being,  at  all  events, 
a  truly  moral  one.  The  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  appealed  to  the  sense  of  justice  of 
honorable  members  in  this  case.  He  (Mr.  Acton 
Adam»)  thought  honorable  members'  sense  of  jus- 
tice would  see  that  this  particular  principle  was 
an  equitable  and  moral  one,  and  one  which  was 
thoroughly  understood  whererer  a  British  Consti* 
tution  existed — namely,  that  there  ought  to  be 
equal  laws  for  all  subjects.  That  principle  had, 
more  than  any  other  perhaps,  gained  a  response 
from  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony.  Veiy  many 
people  had  been,  and  were,  contending  that  the 
laws  should  be  the  same  for  both  Europeans  and 
Maoris,  and  he  certainly  was  one  of  those  who 
believed  in  that  principle.  He  also  thought  that 
if  Maoris  came  into  that  House,  and  took  part  m 
legislation,  and  received  honoraria  a«  Europeans 
did,  they  should  qiudify  themselTes  to  the  extent, 
at  all  events,  of  understanding  the  mode  of  getting 
into  the  House,  and  of  conducting  the  business 
when  there.  Their  presence  there  would  be  worse 
than  useless  if  it  led  to  discussion  and  delay  in 
consequence  of  the  Maoris  not  being  acquainted 
with  the  laws.  The  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  also  cited  the  355th  Standing  Order, 
which  provided  that  Bills  specially  affecting  the 
Maoris  should  be  translated  into  the  Maori  lan- 
guage. Now,  the  word  "  specially  "  must  mean 
something.  It  qualified  the  word  *'  affecting."  It 
was  clear  that  this  Act  of  1870  did  not  specially 
affect  the  Maoris,  as  contradistinguished  from 
Europeans.  All  classes  of  people,  both  white 
and  brown,  came  under  its  provisions  upon  the 
same  basis.  There  was  no  special  reference  to 
the  Maoris  so  far  as  this  particular  matter  was 
concerned,  plthough  he  believed  there  was  some 
reference  to  their  holding  seats  in  the  Legislative 
Council.  The  Act  laid  down  the  principle  that 
Civil  servants  and  contractors  of  the  Crown  in 
the  colony  should  not  be  eligible  for  election  as 
members  of  the  House,  and  there  was  notbinf 
"  specially  affecting"  the  Maoris  in  that  provisioD. 
That  was  the  broad  principle  which  the  Statute 
disclosed,  and  he  was  surpnsed  that  an  hooorsWe 
gentleman  belonging  to  the  profession  to  which 
he  (Mr.  Acton  Adams)  had  also  the  honor  to  belong 
should  attempt  to  persuade  the  House  that  the 
meaning  given  by  the  honorable  gentleman  to  this 
particular  law  was  anything  like  the  true  mean- 
ing. It  was  urged  also  by  the  late  Native  Minis- 
ter, as  an  excuse  for  the  transgression  of  this  law, 
that  until  1878  the  Act  did  not  apply  to  Maoris. 
He  would  like  to  know  how  long  that  exca«e  was 
to  last.  In  his  opinion,  the  fact  that  the  law  bad 
been  lately  passed  and  was  fresh  in  their  memo- 
ries was  the  very  reason  why  it  should  apply 
to  the  Maoris  and  why  they  should  not  be  ex- 
cused from  coming  under  its  provisions.    The 
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honorable  member  petitioned  against  said  that  the 
petitioner  bad  beeu  three  times  a  defeated  can- 
didate. That  only  proved  that,  when  a  Maori 
showed  so  much  determination  to  get  into  the 
House,  he  would  be  a  very  good  member  when 
he  got  there.  He  believed  Mr.  Disraeli  was  de- 
feated two  or  three  times  before  ho  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
his  career  since  lie  obtained  that  seat  fully  justi- 
fied what  he  (Mr.  Acton  Adams)  said  with  regard 
to  this  petitioner.  The  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa  raised  the  question  of  the  petition  con- 
taining an  allegation  of  bribery,  and  urged  that 
therefore  it  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way 
as  ordinary  election  petitions,  and  not  be  received 
except  under  certain  formalities.  The  answer 
to  that  was,  simply,  that  the  petition  had  been 
received.  That  also  was  a  complete  answer  to  the 
technical  objections  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitaki  (Mr.  Hislop).  As  to  the  question  of 
whether  the  Committee  could  investigate  the  alle- 
gation of  bribery,  he  would  point  out  that  the 
Committee  had  simply  to  report  upon  the  matter. 
The  Committee  had  not  to  decide  as  to  whether 
the  present  sitting  member  had  a  right  to 
sit  in  the  House  or  not.  That  was  a  matter 
which  would  have  to  be  decided  afterwards. 
If  the  Committee  were  to  report  that  because  of 
bribery  the  sitting  member  was  disqualified,  the 
report  would,  no  doubt,  not  be  supported  by  the 
House.  The  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  was 
quite  right  in  saying  that  accusations  of  bribery 
could  not  be  brought  before  the  House  except  in 
the  usual  way,  by  election  petition.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  was  right,  too,  in  keeping  the 
matter  within  the  Disqualification  Act,  but  it  was 
not  likely  that  there  would  have  been  any  de- 
parture from  that.  It  had  only  to  be  pointed 
out  to  the  members  of  the  Committee,  and  they 
would  have  done  their  duty  as  members  of  the 
House  and  exponents  of  the  law  by  only  going 
into  the  question  of  whether,  when  this  member 
was  elected,  he  was  a  Civil  servant.  The  Com- 
mittee need  not  sit  for  more  than  five  minutes  to 
determine  that  point,  because  there  were  only 
two  dates  to  be  fixed — the  date  on  which  the 
member  was  electa  to  tlie  House,  and  the  date 
on  which  he  ceased  to  be  a  Civil  servant.  If  the 
latter  was  subsequent  to  the  former,  the  honorable 
member  was  clearly  disqualified.  He  trusted  no 
party  spirit  would  be  shown  in  this  matter.  He 
was  sorry  to  see  that  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames,  and  also  the  honorable  member  for 
Geraldiue,  had  thrown  so  umch  party  spirit  into 
tlie  question.  It  was  merely  a  technical  question 
affecting  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  as  to 
whether  one  honorable  member  had  a  right  to  sit 
in  the  House.  He  would  be  no  party  to  exclud- 
ing any  honorable  member  simply  because  he  sat 
and  voted  on  an  opposite  side  ;  and  he  was  sure 
the  good  sense  of  honorable  members  would  lead 
tiiem  to  agree  with  him  in  that  view. 

Mr.  MOSS  had  only  to  remark  that  he  dif- 
fered from  the  last  honorable  gentleman  who 
liad  spoken  in  his  view  of  the  case.  No  doubt 
the  honorable  gentleman's  law  was  good;  but 
tills  was  not  merely  a  legal  question.  There  was 
another  principle  of  law  which  must  be  borne 


in  mind  when  considering  the  matter,  and  that 
was,  not  only  whether  the  ofience  viras  committed, 
but  whether  it  was  committed  knowingly  and 
wittingly.  There  were  very  few  cases  in  which 
the  law  did  not  take  that  question  into  considera- 
tion. This  was  not  an  ofience  against  any  of  the 
moral  laws  recognized  throughout  the  civilized 
world.  It  rented  on  a  pure  technicality.  At  all 
events,  it  was  unquestionably  an  offence  com- 
mitted in  ignorance  of  the  law,  and  without  the 
slightest  evQ  intent.  However  little  that  idea 
might  weigh  with  lawyers,  with  laymen  it  would 
have  considerable  weight.  They  would  not  at 
once  declare  that  a  man  was  guilty  of  breaking 
the  law  and  should  be  punished,  unless  it  could 
be  shown  that  there  was  some  knowledge  and 
wilfulness  in  his  doing  so.  He  did  not  care  to  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  case ;  but  he  believed  the 
decision  of  the  House  would  be  come  to  on  broad 
principles  of  equity,  and  after  full  and  impartial 
consideration.  They  would  not  be  tied  down 
to  any  mere  narrow  interpretation  of  the  law, 
and  would  not  come  to  a  decision  on  a  merely 
technical  point. 

Mr.  STEWART  wished  to  explain  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  had  slightly 
misapprehended  what  he  said.     Ho  did  not  dis- 

Eute  that  the  law  held  ignorance  to  be  no  excuse, 
ut  there  should  be  an  opportunity  given  of 
knowing  it,  and  the  Roman  jurists  told  them  that 
there  should  be  actual  publication.  In  theory, 
the  law  was  published  in  England,  and,  once  pub- 
lished, no  one  was  excused.  His  remarks  were 
specially  applicable  to  the  Maoris  hero,  where  it 
was  intended  that  there  should  be  a  translation. 
It  was  a  mere  quibble  to  take  advantage  of  any 
general  statement. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD  said  that  formerly,  in 
the  English  House  of  Commons,  when  election 
petitions  were  presented,  the  only  thing  that  a 
party  required  to  know  was  the  constitution  of 
the  Committee  which  was  to  try  the  case  of  the 
person  petitioned  against.  As  soon  as  ever  they 
knew  the  constitution  of  the  Committee,  they 
knew  perfectly  well  what  the  result  would  be. 
Now,  if  they  apphed  the  same  principle  to  the 
constitution  of  this  Committee,  they  also  knew 
perfectly  well  what  the  result  would  be.  There 
were  five  on  one  side,  and  three  on  the  other. 
Votes  at  the  present  time  were  exceedingly  scarce, 
and  there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  five 
would  preponderate  over  three,  and  out  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  liave  to  go,  law  or 
no  law,  justice  or  no  justice.  This  was  precisely 
the  line  of  argument  pursued  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Acton  Adams).  That 
honorable  member  said  that  they  were  to  have 
here  equal  laws  for  the  Europeans  and  Maoris, 
and  that  ignorance  of  the  law  was  no  excuse  for 
any  breach  of  the  law.  But  if  they  were  to  have 
equal  laws  they  must  also  have,  ho  supposed,  equal 
administration  of  those  laws.  He  would  ask  the 
House  to  consider  for  a  moment  what  course  they 
hod  been  in  the  Imbit  of  taking  when  questions  of 
this  kind  cropped  up ;  and  they  frequently  had 
cropped  up,  for  those  Disqualification  Acts  from 
the  very  beginning  had  been  regarded  as,  and  had 
been,  in  fact,  so  many  traps  set  to  catch  members. 
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Thej  bad  seeB  lawyers  in  that  Houte  differing  as 
to  the  meaning  of  certain  clauses  in  those  Acts, 
and  they  had  seen  a  lawyer  as  eminent  as  Mr. 
Whitaker,  the  present  Attorney -General,  advising 
members  who  were  in  the  ^xecutire  that  they 
had  committed  no  breach  of  the  Disqualification 
Act,  and  yet  they  had  after  that  to  pass  a  Bill 
indemnifying  them  because  tbey  had  committed 
a  breach  of  the  Disqualification  Act  in  accepting 
offices  to  which  certain  fees  were  attached.  J(ow, 
what  did  they  do  on  that  occasion  ?  There  was 
not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  the  House  at  all. 
The  Indemnity  Bill  was  passed,  and,  as  tiie  honor- 
able member  for  Geraldine  the  other  night  stated 
that  he  (Mr.  Wood)  referred  to  that  Act 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honorable  gentleman  was  referring  to  a  pre- 
vious debate,  and  it  would  be  exceedingly  incon- 
Tenient  if  he  (Mr.  Wakefield)  were  not  allowed 
to  reply. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable  member 
could  not  refer  to  a  previous  debate. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD  was  not  referring  to  a 
previous  debate.  He  was  referring  to  a  simple 
fact. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  said  the  words  used  were 
**  as  stated  by  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine 
the  other  night."  The  honorable  member  was 
trying  to  remove  the  impression  lie  (Mr.  Wake- 
field) then  made,  and  it  would  be  very  unjust  if 
he  could  not  reply. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  already  cautioned 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  against 
referring  to  a  previous  debate.  No  doubt  that 
would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD  had  no  desire  to  refer 
to  a  previous  debate.  It  was  a  matter  of  very 
slight  consequence  indeed.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Geraldine  prided  himself  upon  his  law, 
and  always  came  before  the  House  as  a  great 
lawyer;  but  he  must  say  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  [generally  wrong  in  his  law  and 
wrong  in  his  facts.  The  question  was,  How  had 
the  House  usuaUy  treated  this  subject?  First, 
with  regard  to  the  disqualification  incurred  by 
the  honorable  gentlemen  who  sat  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches  on  the  occasion  to  which  the  honor- 
able member  referred,  there  was  no  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  House  in  any  way  to  press  the 
matter  against  them.  The  Bill  of  Indemnity 
was  passed  without  the  slightest  difficulty,  and 
there  was  not  the  rigour  applied  to  them  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  proposed  now 
to  apply  to  this  unfortunate  Native  who  had  got 
himself  into  this  difficulty  upon  a  purely  tech- 
nical point.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  were 
receiving  a  salary  at  the  present  time,  it  was 
perfectly  undisputable  that  there  might  be  some 
strong  feeling  against  him.  The  House  would 
strongly  object  to  his  holding  his  seat  for  a  single 
moment  under  those  circumstances.  But  he 
believed  the  honorable  gentleman  had  actually, 
verbally,  resigned  his  appointment  before  he 
offered  himself  as  a  candidate,  and  the  difficulty 
simply  arose  through  his  not  resigning  in  writing. 
There  had  been  other  cases  in  the  House  where 
it  was  supposed  that  honorable  members  had  in- 
Mr.  Reader  Wood 


fringed  these  Disqualification  Acts  inadver- 
tently, he  believed.  What  did  the  House  then 
do?  Why,  in  1875  it  passed  an  Act  the  title  of 
which  was — •*  An  Act  to  amend  *  The  Disqualifica- 
tion Act,  1878,*  and  to  indemnify  certain  Mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  from  Disabilities  and  Penalties 
they  may  have  incurred  under  that  Act."  That 
Act  was  the  Act  to  which  he  had  referred  on  a 
former  occasion  ;  and,  if  any  one  said  that  it  was 
passed  as  a  matter  of  course  during  a  single  sit- 
ting, he  would  reply  that  the  first  reading  of  that 
Bill  was  taken  on  the  8th  October,  the  second 
reading  on  the  18th  October,  and  the  Act  be- 
came law  on  the  2l8t  October.  There  was  very 
considerable  debate  on  the  subject,  and  the  Act 
indemnified  those  gentlemen  from  any  penalty 
that  they  might  have  incurred  under  the  former 
Act.  He  would  simply  nsk  the  House  to  deal 
out  the  same  measure  of  justice  to  the  Native 
member  who  had  infringed,  or  was  supposed  to 
have  infringed,  the  Disqualification  Act  of  1878 
as  it  had  done  on  all  those  previous  occasions 
to  other  honorable  gentlemen  who  bad  found 
themselves  in  this  dilKculty,  and  at,  no  doubt,  it 
would  do  to  other  honorable  members  who  might 
yet  find  themselves  in  the  same  position.  It  was 
quite  true  that  the  present  Disqualification  Act 
^^-as  by  no  means  so  stringent  as  former  ones,  and 
it  was  just  possible  members  would  escape  ;  but  it 
was  hardly  likely  that  they  would.  It  was  not 
at  all  unlikely  that,  on  some  future  occasion,  the 
same  question  would  come  under  consideration 
with  reference  to  themselves.  He  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly sorry  to  see  anything  done  now  in  a 
party  spirit,  for  the  mere  sake  of  securing  or  pre- 
venting a  vote  in  the  House,  drawn  into  a  prece- 
dent, which  might  be  used  in  a  manner  not  now 
apparent. 

Mr.  HALL  was  very  sorry  to  have  heard  so 
many  allusions  during  the  present  debate  to  party 
spirit  and  action.  It  was  a  matter  of  extreme  re- 
gret that,  when  an  honorable  member  undertook 
the  somewhat  invidious  task  of  bringing  under 
the  notice  of  the  House  the  disqualification  of 
another  member — and  it  must  always  be  an  un- 
pleasant and  invidious  task — he  did  not  receive 
credit  for  good,  upright,  and  honorable  mo- 
tives in  doing  so.  He  (Mr.  Hall)  asked  the 
House  generally  not  to  deal  with  the  question  in 
a  party  spirit,  but  to  rise  above  party  spirit — to 
see  what  the  facts  of  the  case  were,  and  decide 
upon  them  without  any  reference  to  party  con- 
siderations. He  assured  honorable  gentlemen  that 
if  they  could  find  disqualification  on  the  part  of 
any  honorable  member  on  his  side  of  the  Hoose^ 
that  side  would  not  deal  with  it  in  a  jiarty  spirit. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  had  fol- 
lowed in  the  wake  of  previous  speakers  by  at- 
tempting to  lead  the  House  to  believe  that  this 
case  was  on  a  jmr  with  many  others  which  had 
been  dealt  with  by  the  Houpe.  The  honorable 
member  referred  to  the  Act  of  Indemnity  passed 
to  relieve  Ministers  in  1875,  and  the  Act  passed 
to  relieve  Mr.  Harper.  Tliat  gentleman  was  a 
solicitor  in  practice  in  Christchiu^h,  and  hap- 
pened to  hold  the  office  of  Revising  Barrister  to 
Friendly  Societies.    He  was  called  upon  to  look 
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over  some  rules  once  or  twice  in  two  years,  for 
which  he  received  a  fee  of  a  guinea  or  two 
guineas ;  and  he  had  forgotten  that  he  held  such 
an  office.  The  House,  he  thought  wisely,  said 
that  that  was  not  a  case  in  which  the  honorable 
member  ought  to  bo  expected  to  be  fully  aware 
of  his  disqualification,  and  that  he  ought  not  to 
be  declared  disqualified.  Then,  with  regard  to 
the  case  of  Ministers,  ho  denied  the  assertion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  that  there 
was  an  absolute  need  for  indemnity.  To  the 
present  day  the  Attorney- General,  Mr.  Whita- 
ker,  maintained  that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
that  indemnity.  It  was  not  a  clear  case  of  dis- 
qualification, but  it  was  based  on  a  Tery  abstruse 
point  which  had  nerer  been  raised  before.  There 
was  no  kind  of  analogy  between  the  two  cases. 
It  was  quite  true  that  they  had  passed  several 
Acts  of  Indemnity,  and  they  had  passed  them 
because  they  felt  that  the  Disqualification  Acts 
in  force  at  the  time  were  not  clear,  not  easily 
intelligible,  and  not  sufficiently  stringent.  In 
order  to  avoid  the  necessity  for  repeating  such 
an  undesirable  proceeding  as  passing  Indemnity 
Acts,  they  amended  the  Disqualification  Act, 
making  it  short,  clear,  and  not  too  stringent.  It 
was  made  so  that  every  person  could  easily  under- 
stand it.  What  did  the  present  law  ^ay  ?  It 
said  that  any  officer  drawing  a  salary  from  the 
Government  was  disqualified.  It  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  every  person,  and  especially  the  bounden 
duty  of  every  public  officer  who  aspired  to  a  scat 
in  the  Hou&e,  to  make  himself  acquainted  with 
the  law  on  this  subject.  So  far  as  he  could  see, 
this  was  a  case  of  clear,  palpable  disqualification, 
without  any  mitigating  circumstances.  The  pro- 
posal before  the  House  was  merely  that  a  Com- 
mittee should  be  appointed,  and  honorable  gentle- 
men who  were  objecting  to  that  proposal  were 
practically  admitting  the  disqualification  before 
the  Committee  had  sat  or  considered  the  cose. 
If  such  a  case  was  not  to  be  inquired  into,  they 
had  better  put  the  Disqualification  Act  into  the 
fire,  for  it  would  be  a  miserable  mockery,  a  de- 
lusion, and  a  snare.  With  regard  to  the  Act 
itself,  it  had  been  contended  that  it  specially 
affected  the  Maori  race.  One  or  two  other  con- 
tentions raised  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  had  been  so  fully 
and  entirely  disposed  of  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  that  he  need  not  go  into  them. 
It  was  quite  true  that  there  was  a  speciality  in 
the  Act,  but  it  was  in  favour  of  the  Maoris.  It 
was  not  correct  to  say  that  attention  had  not 
been  called  to  that  clause  in  the  Act.  He  knew 
that  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  it  was 
fully  discussed,  and  it  actually  formed  the  subject 
of  discussion  at  a  Conference  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature.  It  was  fully  con- 
sidered as  to  how  it  was  to  apply  to  Maori  mem- 
bers. Was  it  wise  or  expedient  to  exempt  an 
lionorable  member  because  ho  belonged  to  the 
Kativo  race?  He  did  not  mean  anything  dis- 
respectful of  the  Natives — indeed,  he  was  only 
stating  that  with  which  he  believed  those  who 
had  a  very  great  regard  for  them  would  agree 
— when  he  said  that  they  had  not  any  keen 
sense  of  the  impropriety  of  receiving  increases 


of  salary  firom  the  Government  when  they  ought 
not  to  receive  them  ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was 
more  necessary  to  be  careful  with  regard  to 
members  of  tl»e  Maori  race  than  with  regard  to 
European  members.  The  honorable  member  for 
Parnell  said  they  ought  not  to  enforce  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act — that  they  ought  not  to  be 
made  applicable — unless  the  offences  were  know- 
ingly and  wilfully  committed.  The  Act  stated 
broadly  that,  if  an  individual,  being  a  salaried 
officer  of  the  Government,  was  elected  a  member 
of  this  House,  he  was  disqualified.  If,  moreover, 
he  sat  and  voted  knowingly  and  wilfully,  he  ren- 
dered himself  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £50.  What- 
ever the  decision  of  the  House  might  be,  until 
this  Act  was  repealed,  if  the  honorable  member 
knowingly  and  wilfully  broke  the  law  by  sitting 
and  voting  in  this  House,  he  was  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  £50  a  day,  at  the  suit  of  any  person 
who  might  proceed  against  him.  He  did  not 
say  this  in  the  way  of  a  threat,  but  it  was  only 
fair  that  the  honorable  member  should  have  the 
fullest  warning.  He  would  repeat  his  hope  that 
the  House  would  not  deal  with  this  question  in  a 
party  spirit.  If  they  were  to  have  a  Disqualifica- 
tion Act  at  all,  it  should  not  be  a  shadow,  but  a 
substance.  If  they  did  not  mean  to  insist  upon 
carrying  out  the  Disqualification  Act  in  so  clear 
and  palpable  a  case  as  this,  they  should  put  an 
end  to  the  farce  of  passing  Disqualification  Acts, 
and  vripe  them  out  of  the  Statute  Book  al- 
together. He  could  not  see  any  reason  in  the 
present  case  why  the  House  should  refuse  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee.  The  subject  would 
couie  before  the  House  again  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report.  He  understood  the  mover  had 
made  some  arrangement  with  honorable  gentle- 
men opposite  as  to  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  he  presumed  that  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  DICK  said  it  was  with  a  feeling  of  disap- 
pointment and  regret  that  he  heard  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  spoke  previously  to  tho  Premier 
express  himself  in  the  way  he  did.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  honorable  gentleman's  opinion  of 
the  House  was  very  low  indeed  when  he  said 
that,  law  or  no  law,  justice  or  no  justice,  the 
parties  who  were  fighting  on  this  subject  would 
fight  it  to  the  end,  or  something  to  that  effect. 
He  would  ask  honorable  members  to  consider  this 
matter  entirely  without  party  feeling.  Ho  did 
not  sec  why  they  should  consider  it  as  a  party 
question  at  all.  There  were  occasions  when  the 
House  should  rise  above  party  altogether.  When 
a  question  of  privilege — a  question  affecting  the 
House  as  to  its  privileges,  its  rights,  and  its  regu- 
lations— came  before  them,  they  should  forget  that 
there  were  any  parties,  and  merely  consider  what 
was  fair  and  just  in  carrying  out  the  law  in  con- 
nection with  the  House.  This  was  an  occasion 
on  which  they  should  adopt  that  course,  and  he, 
for  one,  did  not  care  two  straws  whether  the 
honorable  member  who  was  petitioned  against 
was  on  the  side  of  the  House  with  which  lie 
himself  was  connected  or  on  the  other  side.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  sitting  were  on  the  same 
side  of  the  House  as  himself  he  would  just  as 
readily  support  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
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as  if  the  honorable  gentleman  eat  with  the  Op- 
position. Honorable  members  should  feel  that 
this  was  a  matter  affecting  the  privilegei  of  the 
whole  House,  and  should  not  entertain  the  idea 
that  they  were  fighting  as  parties  upon  it.  He  did 
not  think  the  present  was  the  time  for  fighting 
the  question :  the  proper  time  would  be  when 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  petition  came 
before  them.  It  was  perfectly  right  and  reason- 
able that  this  question  should  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee.  He  did  not  think  that  any 
Committee  appointed  would  deal  with  it  as  a 
party  question.  He  believed  that  honorable 
gentlemen  would  take  their  position  in  that 
Committee  considering  that  they  were  called 
upon  to  inquire  into  the  privileges  of  this  House, 
and  would  report  honestly  and  fairly  in  the 
matter.  He  believed  the  Committee  would  do 
justice  to  the  subject  brought  before  them,  and 
would  bring  the  matter  before  the  House  in  a  fair 
and  clear  manner.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
did  not  see  why  they  should  continue  debating 
this  question,  as  it  would  come  before  the  House 
again  when  the  Committee  submitted  their  re- 
port. 

Mr.  McLEAN  had  taken  considerable  interest 
in  the  Disqualification  Act,  and  had  assisted  in 
getting  an  Act  passed  which  would  deal  with  all 
honorable  members  of  the  House  alike.  If  the 
honorable  member  for  Waiten^ata  had  his  way  he 
was  afraid  the  justice  that  would  be  meted  out  to 
honorable  members  on  the  side  of  the  House  not 
supported  ay  the  honorable  gentleman  would  be 
scant.  They  would  be  served  as  he  (Mr.  McLean) 
had  himself  been  served  when  ho  had  to  pay 
costs  on  a  writ  served  on  him  at  the  instance  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Sir 
O.  Grey).  The  honorable  gentleman  said  that 
the  present  Attorney-General  had  given  it  as  his 
opinion  that  an  Indemnity  Act  was  necessary  in 
that  case.  The  present  Attorney-General  iiad 
never  advised  that  an  Indemnity  Act  was  neces- 
sary. The  honorable  gentleman  was  of  opinion 
that  they  were  not  disqualified  in  any  way,  and 
he  held  the  same  opinion  still.  It  was  said  that 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  passing  the  Indemnity 
Act.  The  honorable  member  for  Parnell  peemed 
to  forget  that  they  sat  up  all  night  endeavouring 
to  prevent  the  passing  of  the  Act.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City,  who,  no  doubt, 
was  disappointed  at  not  obtaining  the  Attorney- 
Generalship,  had  shown  them  the  kind  of  law  he 
would  give  if  the  matter  of  disqualification  were 
placed  in  his  hands  as  Attorney- General.  Ho 
(Mr.  McLean)  had  simply  to  say  that  so  far  as  he 
was  concerned  the  Disqualification  Act  should 
apply  to  all  alike,  without  any  distinction  what- 
ever. He  wished  to  see  the  law  carried  out.  He 
would  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  decision  at  which 
the  Committee  arrived. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  would  Uke  to  consider  the 
question  in  a  spirit  quite  devoid  of  party  feeling  ; 
but  he  must  say  that  the  speeches  of  the  Premier 
and  the  honorable  member  who  had  just  spoken 
were  not  calculated  to  conduce  to  such  a  spirit. 
There  was  a  speciality  in  this  case  which  he 
hoped  the  Committee,  if  appointed,  would  con- 
sider. When  the  Disqualification  Act  of  last 
Mr.  Dick 


year  was  passed,  it  imposed  a  special  disability 
on  the  Native  race.     He  would  show  how. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, Mr.  Speajceb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BESUMED. 

On  the  House  resuming, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  directed  the  Clerk  to  call  on 
the  Orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BEETH  AM  said  he  should  like  the  ruling 
of  Mr.  Speaker  as  to  whether  the  question  of 
privilege  which  had  been  discussed  during  the 
afternoon  should  not  be  gone  on  with  now,  instead 
of  the  Orders  of  the  day.  That  was  his  under- 
standing of  the  course  of  procedure.  He  was  not 
then  in  a  position  to  quote  precedents  in  support 
of  his  view ;  but,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection, 
during  the  session  of  1877,  when  a  debate  on  a 
question  of  privilege  was  commenced,  and  was 
not  finished  when  the  hour  of  half-past  five  ar- 
rived, it  was  continued  at  the  evening  sitting. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  it  very  much  de- 
pended on  whether  the  question  of  privilege  in- 
volved a  matter  of  immediate  urgency.  He  did 
not  think  there  was  pressing  urgency  in  the  pre- 
sent case ;  but,  next  day  being  a  Government  day, 
the  Government  would  be  able  to  allow  it  to  stand 
as  the  first  business,  if  they  tliought  it  necesswy, 
or  else  allow  it  to  come  on  after  the  Orders  of  the 
day  had  been  disposed  of  to-day.  He  regarded 
the  two  hours'  interval  as  an  adjournment,  and 
thought  this  question  of  privilege  might  be  ad- 
journed from  day  to  day  ;  and  with  regard  to  its 
being  entitled  to  precedence,  it  had  been  held,  in 
some  cases  of  privilege  of  a  less  urgent  character, 
that  adjourned  debates  were  not  entitled  to  pre- 
cedence. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  if  the  matter  could  either 
be  gone  on  with  as  the  first  business  next  day, 
or  at  any  other  time,  it  might  not  be  a  matter  of 
urgency  ;  but  otherwise  he  took  it  that,  as  it  was  ^ 
a  matter  which  affected  the  right  of  a  member  to 
sit  and  vote,  it  was  a  matter  of  urgency  ;  and,  to 
his  mind,  it  was  highly  inexpedient  that  a  ques- 
tion of  such  importance  should  be  allowed  to 
stand  over.  Perhaps  that  view  had  not  suggested 
itself  to  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD  said  he  agreed  entirely 
with  the  ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker  that  this  was 
simply  an  ordinary  notice  of  motion,  and  that, 
when  the  hour  of  half-past  five  was  past,  the 
Houto  must  proceed  to  the  Orders  of  the  day. 
The  Premier  seemed  to  think  it  was  a  matter 
of  inconvenience,  even  if  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  the  House ;  but  inconvenience  sometimes 
had  to  be  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  rules  of 
the  House.  For  instance,  there  was  a  want-of- 
confidence  motion  which  could  not  be  gone  on 
with  at  all.  What  was  sauce  for  the  goose  was 
sauce  for  the  gander.  He  believed  that^  Mr. 
Speaker  had  adopted  tlie  pro^  er  course. 

Mr.  McLEAN  would  like  to  bring  to  the  re- 
collection of  Mr.  Speaker  the  course  of  procedure  . 
adopted  when  a  question  of  privilege  was  raised 
in  consequence  of  a  dispute  between  the  House 
and  the  Government  in  reference  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Wilson  to  the  Legislative  Council. 
Hifl  reoolleotion  of  what  occurred  on  that  oocaaion 
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was  that,  when  the  hour  of  half-past  seven  ar- 
rived, the  matter  having  been  discussed  in  the 
afternoon,  it  was  ruled  by  the  Speaker  that  the 
debate  must  continue.  There  was  no  matter  of 
urgency  involved  in  that.  It  oould  haye  stood 
over  for  sereral  days.  But  this  was  a  matter  of 
urgency,  because  it  must  affect  the  scat  of  an 
honorable  member  of  this  House.  It  affecte.l 
very  seriously  that  member,  because  by  sitting 
and  voting  here  he  subjected  himself  to  a  certain 
penalty  for  every  day  he  so  sat  and  voted,  and 
of  this  fact  he  had  got  notice.  Therefore  he 
regarded  this  question  as  a  matter  of  urgency. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  point  out  that  the  ques- 
tion of  privilege  referred  to  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  was  a  dispute  between  this 
House  and  one  of  the  other  estates  of  the  realm. 
That  was  a  matter  of  urgency ;  but  the  same 
could  scarcely  be  said  of  this  case.  This  petition 
had  been  lying  on  the  table  for  several  days,  and 
had  the  honorable  member  for  Wairarapa  chosen 
he  could  have  moved  in  the  matter  earlier.  He 
submitted  that  the  ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker  was 
perfectly  correct. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  the  51st  Standing 
Order  provided,  "  If,  on  the  days  on  which  mo- 
tions have  precedence,  all  motions  shall  not  have 
been  disposed  of  when  the  House  rises  at  half 
after  five  o'clock,  the  debate  on  any  motion  under 
discussion  is  adjourned  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the 
House  on  resuming  at  half  after  seven  o'clock 
proceeds  to  the  Orders  of  the  day."  Of  course,  if 
he  were  empowered  to  set  aside  that  Standing 
Order,  this  motion  could  be  gone  on  with ;  but 
ho  beUeved  both  sides  of  the  House  expected  him, 
in  the  present  circumstances  of  business,  to  ad- 
minister the  Standing  Orders  rigidly,  and  he 
intended  to  do  so. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  presumed  that,  in  the  event 
of  the  adjourned  debate  not  being  resumed  after 
the  Orders  of  the  day  have  been  disposed  of,  it 
would  devolve  upon  the  Government  to  fix  what 
position  the  motion  should  occupy  upon  the 
Order  Paper  of  the  next  day.  It  was  a  question 
affecting  the  privileges  of  the  House,  not  the 
privileges  of  the  Government,  and  it  would  be 
patting  the  Government  in  an  invidious  position 
to  leave  to  them  the  question  of  deciding  when 
the  matter  should  again  come  up  for  discussion. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  the  Premier  was  leader 
of  the  House  as  well  as  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment;  and  to  him  the  privileges  of  the  House 
should  be  as  much  a  matter  of  concern  as  the 
convenience  of  the  Government.  His  own  idea 
of  what  was  right  must  guide  him  as  to  what 
course  he  should  adopt. 

Mr.  BRANDON  thought  the  point  as  to  ur- 
gency was  of  very  Ultle  importance,  because,  so 
long  as  the  honorable  member  sat  and  voted,  be 
rendered  himself  subject  to  a  penalty  of  £50  per 
day. 

Mr.  MURRAY  pointed  out  that  the  86th 
Standing  Order  provided  that,  "An  urgent  motion, 
direetly  concerning  privileges  of  the  House,  will 
take  precedence  of  other  motions,  as  well  as  of 
Orders  of  the  day."  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
this  matter  fhould  take  precedence  of  the  Orders 
of  the  day  according  to  that  Standing  Order,  be- 


cause the  privileges  of  the  House  were  undoubt- 
edly affected.  Suppose  there  were  half  a  dozen 
or  twenty  members  sitting  in  the  House  who  had 
no  right  to  sit  there,  the  proper  decision  of  the 
House  on  important  subjects  might  be  very  seri- 
ously affectea.  In  this  instance  it  might  deter- 
mine whether  one  party  or  another  was  to  rule 
the  House.  Therefore  the  matter  ought  to  bo 
considered  carefully,  in  view  of  the  principle  at 
stake.  It  was  to  be  hoped,  in  view  of  the  prin- 
ciple at  issue,  that  honorable  members  would  divest 
themselves  of  party  feeling  in  considering  the 
matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  before  calling  on  the  Orders 
of  the  day,  said  that  of  course  the  matter  might 
be  gone  on  with  at  once  if  there  was  no  objection 
on  the  part  of  honorable  members  in  charge  of 
the  Orders  of  the  day,  and  the  House  generally, 
to  those  Orders  being  postponed.  He  was  quite 
in  the  hands  of  honorable  members,  and  had  no 
personal  feeling  in  the  matter. 

AUCKLAND  IMPROVEMENT  COMMIS- 
SIONERS TRANSFliR  OF  POWERS. 
Mr.  W.  J.  HURST,  m  movmg  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  would  explain  as 
briefly  as  possible  the  necessity  for  the  Bill.  In 
1875  a  body  termed  the  Improvement  Commis- 
sioners was  created  in  the  City  of  Auckland  to 
administer  a  certain  trust — a  large  and  valuable 
property  within  the  City  of  Auckland  ;  in  fact,  it 
lias  been. a  body  exercising  a  sort  of  imperium  in 
imperio  in  the  middle  of  a  large  city.  The  Im- 
provement Commissioners  had  certain  large  defi- 
nite powers,  which  they  endeavoured  to  carry 
out.  It  had  been  found,  however,  that,  instead 
of  being  in  a  position  to  carry  out  those  powers, 
the  revenues  were  considerably  short  of  the  ex- 
penditure. In  1877  he  endeavoured,  when  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Auckland,  to  induce  the  Commis- 
sioners—of whom  he  was  one  at  that  time  in 
virtue  of  his  office — to  transfer  the  trust.  He 
pointed  out  to  ihe  Commissioners  their  inability 
to  fulfil  the  trust  conferred  upon  them  ;  but  at 
that  time  the  city  was  indisposed  to  take  over 
the  property  with  such  a  burden  as  appeared  to 
be  attached  to  it.  Since  then  a  largo  majority 
of  the  Commissioners  had  seen  the  inutihty  of 
further  endeavouring  to  carry  out  the  objects  of 
the  trust,  and  the  result  was,  that  the  City  of 
Auckland  had  agreed  to  have  this  Bill  brought 
before  the  House,  in  order  that  they  might  take 
over  the  responsibilities  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commissioners.  He  might  mention  that  there 
was  no  question  of  principle  involved  in  the  Bill. 
It  was  simply  a  transfer  of  administration  to 
a  responsible  body — the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  Auckland.  There  was,  however,  one  circum- 
stance connected  with  this  measure  which  he 
thought  it  wise  at  once  to  mention,  and  that  was, 
that  the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland,  at  that 
time  trusting  to  the  advancement  of  the  colony 
and  believing  in  the  great  value  of  this  property, 
passed  a  Bill  reserving  the  residuary  interest, 
after  the  Commissioners  had  fulfilled  their  trust, 
for  the  purposes  of  education.  The  Education 
Board  of  Auckland,  having  re«krd  to  that  resi- 
duary interett,  had  petitioned  the  House  on  the 
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subject,  which  petition  was  novr  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Public  Petitions  Ck)mniittee. 
Therefore  that  question  would  be  considered  by 
the  Committee,  and  in  another  form  would  come 
up  before  the  Honse.  He  dared  to  say  that  due 
weight  would  be  attached  to  the  decision  of  that 
Committee,  and  that  the  Committee  would  enter 
into  the  full  details  of  the  matter.  The  whole 
question  inrolTcd  between  the  Education  Board 
— acting,  no  doubt,  in  the  interest  of  educa- 
tion, and,  he  believed,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment,— and  the  City  Corporation  was  simply  as  to 
the  property  the  Board  was  to  have  handed  over 
to  it.  The  present  position  of  the  matter  was 
this :  that  the  Improvement  Commissioners  could 
not  carry  on.  They  had  now  an  indebtedness  of 
£25,000,  and  were  paying  a  large  sum  in  the 
shape  of  interest.  Tbey  had  placed  iu  the  hands 
of  a  monetary  institution  debentures  which  they 
were  unable  to  float  at  a  higher  value  than  £65. 
The  Education  Board,  of  course  anxious  to  have 
as  much  as  they  could  get,  had  made  a  demand 
on  the  City  Council  which  the  Council  were  not 
prepared  to  accede  to ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  City  Council  made  certain  offers  which  the 
Education  Board  virtually  declined  to  accept. 
Therefore  it  was  submitted  to  the  House  to  some 
extent  to  settle  the  dispute  between  these  two 
bodies.  The  Petitions  Committee  would,  of  course, 
go  into  the  whole  details  on  this  part  of  the 
question,  and  place  their  recommendation  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  Therefore  it  became  more  a 
matter  of  formality  than  principle  to  go  on  with 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  would  then 
move  its  committal — possibly  a  week  hence ;  and, 
if  the  Committee  had  not  sent  in  their  report  on 
the  petition  by  that  time,  he  would  undertake  to 
the  House  to  further  postpone  the  committal  of 
the  Bill.  He  would  not  trouble  the  House  with 
any  further  remarks.  There  was  no  principle 
whatever  involved — simply  a  change  of  the  trust 
from  one  body  to  another.  In  his  opinion,  it 
would  have  been  wise  if  this  trust  had  been 
banded  over  to  the  city  in  the  first  instance.  He 
begged  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  would  like  to  know  if  this 
Bill  would  be  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee.  He  had  only  just  seen  the  Bill. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  a  measure  of  this  kind 
should  be  examined  carefully.  Honorable  mem- 
bers generally,  he  thought,  had  only  just  had  the 
Bill  placed  in  their  hands.  The  Bill  was  one 
involving  interests  of  so  large  a  character  that 
he  thought  it  should  be  submitted  to  an  inquiry 
which  would  satisfy  the  House  generally  as  to 
its  provisions.  He  should  be  very  glad  to  give 
his  attention  to  it. 

Mr.  KELLT  said  the  petition  referred  to  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West 
was  at  present  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee,  and  no  doubt  that 
Committee  would  make  full  inquiry,  and  inform 
the  House  exactly  as  to  how  the  matter  stood. 
He  would  support  the  motion  for  second  reading 
now,  on  the  understanding  that  the  Bill  should 
not  be  committed  until  after  the  Committee  had 
brought  up  its  report. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  would  like  to  state  that,  al- 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst 


though  he  did  not  oppose  the  Bill  on  the  present 
occasion,  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  he  swallowed  the  Bill  holus-bolus.  Some 
honorable  members,  including  himself,  had  re- 
ceived letters  urging  them  to  oppose  this  Bill. 
He  would  not  oppose  the  second  reading ;  but 
he  wished  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West  to  understand  that,  unless  he  was  fully 
satisfied  with  it,  he  should  take  every  oppor- 
tunity of  opposing  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  MOSS  wished  to  say,  as  the  member 
intrusted  with  the  petition  £rom  the  Education 
Board,  that  he  should  not  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  it  was  on  the  distinct 
understanding  that  it  would  not  be  pushed  on  in 
Committee  for  some  time  to  come.  Honorable 
members  should  have  ample  time  to  look  into 
it,  and  care  must  be  taken  that  the  interests  of 
education  did  not  suffer.  That  was  the  only 
object  of  the  petition,  and  the  only  object  which 
the  Education  Board  had  in  view. 

Mr.  HURST,  in  reply,  regretted  that  he  had 
failed  to  make  himself  understood  by  the  Minister 
of  Lands.  He  said  most  distincUv  that  there 
was  no  principle  involved  in  the  cill,  that  the 
petition  of  the  Education  Board  was  already  in 
the  hands  of  the  Petitions  Committee,  and  that  he 
would  not  move  the  committal  of  the  Bill  uutil 
Wednesday  next,  and  not  then  if  the  Committee 
had  not  reported  on  the  question.  He  did  not 
think  the  House  could  ask  him  to  say  anything 
more  than  what  he  had  already  explaine({.  He 
regretted  that  the  honorable  member  for  Franklin 
should  have  made  the  observations  he  did,  because 
he  was  quite  satisfied  that  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion was  not  opposed  to  the  Bill  itself. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  it  was  from  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education  that  he  received  his  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  and  he  held  a  letter  in 
his  hand  urging  him  to  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HURST  said  it  was  useless  taking  up  tlie 
time  of  the  House,  which,  he  had  no  doubt,  would 
be  greatly  infiucuced  by  t  he  Government  on  the 
one  part,  and  the  decision  of  the  Petitions  Com- 
mittee. It  was  a  matter  of  dispute  and  difference 
of  opinion  between  the  two  bodies  of  so  trivial 
a  character  that  the  House  and  the  Committee 
would  be  able  to  deal  with  it  in  a  proper  manner. 
He  would  now  sunply  content  himself  with  mov- 
ing the  second  reacung  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WAIUKU  RECREATION  RESERVE  BILL 
Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  explained  that  its  main  feature  wie 
to  vest  this  reserve  in  a  body  of  trustees,  who 
would  improve  and  manage  it.  Honorable  mem- 
bers would  recollect  that  a  portion  of  this  ground 
was  reserved  by  the  late  Provincial  Q-oremment, 
and  had  been  granted  to  the  people  of  Waiuku  as 
a  drill-ground.  Since  then  seyeial  acres  had  been 
added  to  it  as  a  reserve ;  but  up  to  the  present 
time  no  trustees  had  been  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  managing  it.  They  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  holding  cattle  shows  and  annual  races  there ; 
and  they  were  anxious  that  the  whole  affair 
should  be  vested  in  a  body  of  trustees,  and  that 
they  should  have  the  privilege,  on  annual  show 
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and  race  dajs,  to  impose  an  entrance  fee  on  people 
who  might  wish  to  go  on  the  ground.  Further 
than  that,  the  trustees  would  simply  be  there  as 
a  Board  to  improTe  this  reserve.  The  greatest 
portion  of  it  was  fern  and  tea-tree,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  course  and  show-ground.  In 
order  to  retain  the  ground  as  a  drill-ground, 
most  of  the  trustees  were  members  of  the  local 
Volunteers,  so  that  no  danger  need  be  antici- 
pated by  the  House  or  the  GoTemment  that 
their  right  would  in  any  way  be  set  aside.  He 
thought  honorable  members  would  find  that  this 
Bill  was  in  accordance  with  most  measures  of 
this  character.  They  had  in  years  gone  by 
passed  several  of  these  measures,  and  he  trusted 
the  House  would  allow  this  Bill  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  no  doubt  very  desirable 
that  a  property  of  this  kind  should  be  vested  in 
local  trustees,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  nume- 
rous applications  that  were  made  to  Parliament 
for  special  Acts  vesting  reserves  in  local  trustees, 
the  Legislature  made  provision  in  "The  Public 
Beserves  Act,  1878,"  by  which  the  Governor  was 
enabled  by  Order  in  Council  to  vest  land  of  this 
kind  in  local  trustees.  Perhaps  the  honorable 
gentleman  wotild  state  why  the  vesting  in  the 
present  case  could  not  be  done  under  that  Act. 
If  there  was  any  special  reason  why  it  could  not 
be  so  done,  no  doubt  the  House  would  be  glad  to 
entertain  the  present  proposal ;  but,  if  it  could  be 
done,  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent  to  disregard 
the  Act  passed  for  the  special  purpose  of  relieving 
the  Legislature  of  work  of  this  kind.  He  would 
not  oppose  the  second  reading  on  the  present 
occasion,  but  he  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman, 
before  they  went  further,  would  be  able  to  show 
why  it  was  necessary  to  pass  by  the  Public  Be- 
serves Act  and  introduce  a  special  measure. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  submitted  that  the  Bill  should 
be  allowed  to  be  read  a  second  time.  If  the 
Public  Beserves  Act  made  provision  for  this  case, 
the  Bill  need  not  be  proceeded  with  further. 

Mr.  KELLY  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  Government,  under  the  Public  Beserves  Act, 
only  had  power  to  deal  with  land  that  had  been 
reserved  for  a  certain  purpose  named  in  the 
schedule  of  the  Act,  and  vest  it  in  local  govern- 
ing bodies.  This  land  might  not  be  in  that 
position  :  it  might  be  land  reserred  from  sale  for 
other  public  purposes,  and  might  therefore  not 
come  under  the  Act  of  1878,  but  be  required  to 
be  dealt  with  by  special  Act. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  did  not  intend  to  enter  into 
the  particulars  of  this  Bill,  but  there  was  one 
point  to  which  he  desired  to  allude,  and  that  was 
the  constitution  of  the  proposed  Board.  As  a 
member  of  that  House  he  would  always  strenu- 
ously oppose  the  appointment  of  Boards  of  this 
description.  He  thought  it  was  a  move  in  a  back- 
ward rather  than  in  a  forward  direction.  It 
would  not,  in  his  opinion,  satisfy  the  members 
of  the  House,  nor  be  acceptable  to  the  people 
who  were  affected.  He  would  take  that  oppor- 
tunity of  informing  the  House  that  he  would 
oppose  the  appointment  of  this  Board,  as  he  would 
every  Board  nominated  in  the  same  way.  He 
wiihed  in  all  things  to  see  the  power  put  in  the 
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hands  of  the  people,  who  should  themselves  be 
able  to  elect  trustees  to  take  charge  of  land  in- 
tended for  their  welfare. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  the  Bill  was  introduced  on 
the  advice  of  persons  who  were  supposed  to  know 
all  about  the  matter — the  Waste  Lands  Depart- 
ment, and  other  people  in  Auckland — who  stated 
that  the  object  could  not  be  attained  except  by 
having  a  separate  Bill  passed  through  Parliament. 
With  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Andrews),  who 
appeared  to  be  so  greatly  alarmed  at  the  names 
of  the  trustees  being  mentioned  in  the  Bill  as  to 
lead  to  the  supposition  that  they  had  been  pitch- 
forked into  the  clause,  or  quietly  selected  in  some 
hole-and-corner  fashion,  he  could  assure  the  honor- 
able gentleman  that  the  names  of  the  proposed 
trustees  were  inserted  at  the  desire  of  the  people 
of  the  district.  They  were  gentlemen  who  had 
taken  the  lifeliest  interest  in  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  district ;  and  the  inhabitants  in 
the  neighbourhood  had  every  confidence  that,  if 
this  measure  were  passed,  the  ground  would  be 
taken  care  of,  all  rights  properly  conserved,  and 
everything  done  for  the  benent  of  the  place. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SUPPLY. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Understanding  firom  you, 
Sir,  that  I  shall  now  be  in  order  in  doing  so,  I 
desire  to  ask  the  House  to  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders  for  the  purpose  of  passing  a  Supplv  BiU 
through  all  its  stages,  and  passing  a  resolution  in 
Committee  of  Supply  to  enable  the  Government 
to  issue  the  extra  £200,000  worth  of  deficiency 
bills  which  were  authorized  by  the  Act  passed 
the  other  day.  I  have  communicated  with  my 
honorable  friends  opposite  to  know  whether  they 
would  take  advantage  of  our  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  to  brinj;  forward  a  motion  whieh 
I  understand  you  to  rule  that,  notwithstanding 
the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders,  they 
would  have  the  power  of  submitting  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  That  being  your  ruling, 
Sir,  of  course  it  will  be  open  to  any  honorable 
gentleman,  on  the  question  being  put  that  you  do 
leave  the  chair  for  the  purpose  of  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply,  to  move  any  amendment  he 
may  think  right.  If  that  is  the  ease,  and  my 
honorable  friends  are  not  prepared  to  assure  me 
that  they  will  not  take  advantage  of  that  position, 
I  shall,  of  course,  be  unable  to  proceed  with  the 
motion  of  which  I  gave  notice,  because  the  object 
for  which  I  gave  notice  would  be  defeated — namely, 
the  passing  of  a  Supply  Bill  this  evening  without 
further  discussion;  because  it  is  quite  certain 
that  the  motion  which  those  honorable  gentlemen 
would  submit  would  be  of  a  character,  consider- 
ing the  present  state  of  parties  in  the  House, 
which  would  necessitate  probablv  many  davs'  dis- 
cussion. Therefore  it  would  only  be  anticipating 
the  motion  that  we  now  have  on  the  Paper ;  and 
my  honorable  friends  on  these  benches  do  not  think 
it  would  be  advisable  to  anticipate  business  that 
is  on  the  Paper  in  that  way.  But,  as  this  money 
is  imperatively  required  in  the  interests  of  the 
country  —  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  any 
further  payments  if  both  these  measures  are  not 
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parsed  this  evening,  for  there  is  now  at  the  credit 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  only  £40,000— as  this 
money  is  imperatively  required  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  also  for  paying  the  subsidies,  for  which 
I  am  very  much  pressed  by  the  whole  of  the 
counties  and  Koad  Boards,  I  trust  honorable 
gentlemen  will  accede  to  the  proposition  which  I 
have  made,  and  agree  that  we  shall  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  these  Bills  on  the  distinct 
understanding  that  no  motion  will  be  moved 
upon  the  question  that  you  leave  the  chair.  If 
the  honorable  gentlemen  are  not  prepared  to 
give  me  that  assurance,  then  the  responsibility  of 
refusing  supplies  must  rest  upon  them.  —  (No, 
no.)  —  At  any  rate,  it  must  rest  upon  some 
shoulders — the  public  will  have  to  decide  upon 
whose.  No  doubt  the  honorable  gentlemen  oppo- 
site will  say  it  rests  upon  our  shoulders.  Well, 
we  are  prepared  t-o  take  the  blame,  if  it  does  ;  and 
if  it  rests  on  their  shoulders  they  must  take  the 
blame.  At  any  rate,  we  are  not  going  to  be  led 
into  a  trap  by  the  honorable  gentlemen.  We  in- 
tend to  carry  out  what  we  have  already  stated  to 
this  House.  So  soon  as  we  have  had  proper  time 
to  submit  our  measures  to  Parliament  we  shall  be 
prepared  to  discuss  this  motion  of  no-confidence ; 
but  we  shall  not  be  prepared  to  give  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  a  special  opportunity  this  evening 
for  that  purpose.  I  have  stated  the  reason  why 
I  want  these  two  measures :  it  is  to  enable  me  to 
carry  on  the  public  service,  and  to  pay  the  sub- 
sidies which  are  now  being  demanded  from  aU 
round  the  country.  So  far  as  I  know,  it  has 
been  the  invariable  custom  of  honorable  gentle- 
men, on  both  sides,  whatever  might  be  the  stat^ 
of  the  House,  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  Supply 
Bills  through  this  House.  On  a  late  occasion, 
the  members  of  the  present  Gbvemment,  when 
in  opposition,  gave  every  such  facility,  and  I 
trust  and  believe  that  the  honorable  gentlemen 
opposite  will  do  the  same  on  the  present  occasion ; 
but,  if  not,  as  I  said  before,  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  with  any  further  remarks  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MACANDRKW.— There  is  no  intention 
whatever  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  obstruct 
the  granting  of  supplies.  We  are  quite  ready 
to  grant  any  reasonable  supply  at  once.  At  the 
same  time,  unless  the  honorable  member  gives  an 
assurance  that  my  motion,  No.  20,  will  be  allowed 
to  come  on  to-morrow,  it  is  my  intention  to  pro- 
pose or  to  state  a  grievance,  at  all  events,  on 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply.  We  do  not 
intend  to  have  any  discussion  upon  it,  but  to  go 
into  Committee  of  Supply  at  once.  But  I  decline 
to  accept  the  responsibility  for  any  consequences 
that  may  result  from  not  going  into  Supply  to- 
night. If  any  evil  consequences  result,  the  re- 
sponsibility must  be  entirely  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  honorable  member  and  his  colleagues.  I  re- 
peat,  that  we  are  prepared  at  once  to  grant  sup- 
plies, but,  unless  we  get  an  assurance  that  the 
no-confidence  motion  will  be  allowed  to  come  on 
some  time  to-morrow,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  make 
a  short  statement  in  the  way  of  a  grievance  when 
the  question  is  put  that  you  do  leave  the  chair. 
I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  will  accept  that 
assurance  as  satisfactory. 

Major   ATKINSON.  —  I  am  obliged  to  the 
Major  Atkimon 


House  for  having  heard  what  I  had  to  say.  Of 
course,  after  what  has  fallen  from  the  honorable 
gentleman,  I  should  not  think  of  proceeding  with 
the  motion  for  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— Might  I  be  allowed  to  make  a 
motion  ?  In  order  that  there  may  be  no  impu- 
tation against  this  side  of  the  House,  I  propose 
the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders,  so  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  introducing  his  measures. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—I  do  not  think  it  is  compe- 
tent for  the  honorable  member  to  take  that 
course,  which  would  imply  his  undertaking  charge 
of  Government  business. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  —  It  is  perfectly  dear 
now.  Sir,  that  the  sooner  we  adjourn  the  better. 
If  the  Government  is  not  in  a  position  to  control 
the  House  and  go  on  with  its  business,  I  do  not 
see  why  we  should  stay  longer.  I  beg  to  move. 
That  this  House  do  now  adjourn.  I  am  very  sony 
to  have  to  do  so,  but  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  and  iterated  and  reiterated,  that  the 
Opposition  does  not  desire  to  block  supplies. 
Wo  are  prepared  to  grant  them  at  once,  and  on 
those  gentlemen's  heads  will  i^est  the  responsibility 
of  any  evils  that  may  result  from  supplies  not 
being  granted. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  would  merely  remark, 
in  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from  the  honorable 
gentleman,  that  the  block  comes  entirely  from 
the  other  side. — (No.) — The  honorable  gentle- 
men know  perfectly  well  that,  if  they  move  any 
motion  which  will  be  of  any  service  to  them  at 
all,  it  will  be  a  motion  which  is  condemnatory  of 
the  Government.  Well,  Sir,  that  being  the  case, 
it  is  perfectly  certain  that  the  Government  will 
desire  to  place  its  case  before  the  country.  It 
will  take  us  several  days  to  do  that.  It  will  take 
the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  several  dajs  to 
show  our  iniquities.  Therefore  it  is  absurd  for 
those  honorable  gentlemen  to  say  they  are  pre- 
pared to  grant  supplies.  They  are  not  prepared 
(0  grant  supplies.  They  are  prepared  to  seize 
this  opportunity  of  discussing  the  fitness  of  the 
Government  to  sit  on  these  benches.  Well,  Sir, 
the  House  has  decided,  and  the  mismanagement 
of  those  honorable  gentlemen  has  decided,  that- 
that  motion  shall  not  come  on  at  present.  When 
we  shall  feel  it  our  duty  to  bring  it  on  now,  after 
the  conduct  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  of  course 
is  a  matter  for  our  consideration  ;  but  I  can  as- 
sure honorable  gentlemen  that  that  obstruction 
will  not  move  us  a  bit.  We  have  laid  down  lines 
for  ourselves,  and  we  shall  follow  them,  so  long  as 
we  see  that  we  are  receiving  the  support  of  the 
party  who  have  put  us  in  power,  and  who  demand 
that  we  shall  commit  to  this  Houso  and  to  the 
country  the  measures  which  we  have  been  in- 
trusted by  His  Excellency  to  prepare. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.  —  So  far  as  I  understand 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  there  is  no  refusal  to  grant  supplies.  I 
think  the  honorable  gentleman  made  that  very 
clear.  There  was  certainly  a  condition  attached 
to  his  observations,  and  that  was,  that  the  Premier 
should  give  him  an  opportunity  to  bring  on  his 
want-of-confidence  motion  to-morrow.   Honorable 
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members  are  perfectly  well  aware  that  if  a  mem' 
ber  has  a  grievance  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  bring 
it  on  for  discussion  on  the  motion  for  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply;  and  really  I  do  not  see 
why  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House 
should  sit  here  at  the  will  of  the  minority,  and 
have  the  business  impeded.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Fort  Chalmers  has  stated  distinctly  that, 
if  the  Government  will  give  him  an  assurance  that 
the  want-of-confidence  motion  shall  come  on  to- 
morrow, supplies  will  immediately  be  granted  ;  so 
that,  if  there  is  any  obstruction,  they  are  them- 
selves to  blame  for  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  I  hope  it  will  be 
clearly  understood  by  this  House  and  the  country 
that  there  is  not  a  single  member  of  the  Opposi- 
tion who  would  refuse  to  grant  supplies.  I  can 
say  for  myself  that  I  would  not  allow  any  party 
tactics  to  induce  me  to  vote  against  supplies 
being  granted.  The  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  has  stated,  as  he  has  a  perfect  right  to 
state,  that  he  has  a  grievance,  and  surely  it  is 
the  right  of  every  member,  on  the  motion  for 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply,  to  ask  to  have 
that  grievance  redressed.  The  nature  of  that 
grievance  may  be  stated  in  a  few  words ;  but  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  will  not  himself  move  that  the 
Standing  Orders  be  suspended,  because  he  fears 
that  that  grievance  will  be  stated.  I  trust  it  will 
be  clearly  understood  that  the  Opposition  are 
wUling  to  grant  supplies  without  hesitation. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  honorable  gentleman  is 
rather  contradictory.  He  first  states  that  he  will 
be  no  party  to  refusing  supplies,  and  he  then 
proceeds  to  say  that  he  will  block  supplies. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  did  not  say  that  we 
would  block  supplies.  I  said  that  we  would 
grant  supplies,  out  that  we  should  state  our 
grievance  first. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  put  the  interpretation  upon 
the  honorable  gentleman's  remarks  which  I  think 
the  country  wul  put  upon  them.  It  is  useless  to 
say  you  will  grant  supplies,  but  that  you  must 
firet  state  a  grievance.  Everybody  knows  what 
that  means.  It  might  take  three  weeks  to  de- 
bate that  grievance.  The  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  discuss  it  at  an  early  date,  but  they  nre 
determined  that  they  will  first  put  before  the 
country  a  statement  of  their  policy.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  is  going  to  brine  on  a  want-of- 
confidence  motion  ;  and  because  he  cannot  have 
his  own  way  he  has  stopped  the  business  of  the 
House  night  after  night.  He  has  even  prevented 
the  business  of  private  members  coming  on,  in  a 
manner  which  does  not  reflect  credit  upon  him- 
self or  upon  his  side  of  the  House.  I  have  no 
objection  to  adjourn.  I  am  sure  the  country  will 
know  where  to  place  the  responsibility. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  hear  a  great  deal  about 
blocking  the  business  of  the  House,  but  surely 
the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial 
benches  do  not  forget  what  they  did  last  ses- 
sion. Do  they  not  remember  saying,  "  Unless 
the  Gt>vernmeut  make  the  election  writs  return- 
able in  thirty  days,  we  will  not  grant  supply ;  '* 
and  do  they  not  remember  that  Sir  George  Grey 
had  to  give  a  solemn  pledge  that  he  would  do  so  ? 


We  ask  the  Government  now  to  give  that  which 
they  formerly  refused  to  give — fair-play. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— Our  side  have  not  that 
dictatorial  spirit  which  characterizes  the  Opposi- 
tion, or  we  should  say,  as  the  honorable  member 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  last  session  said, 
"You  shall  grant  supplies."  We  do  not  say 
that,  but  we  do  say  that  we  will  leave  the  country 
to  give  the  verdict  upon  the  question  whether  wo 
or  the  Opposition  are  responsible  for  the  ob- 
struction of  the  public  business.  The  Govern- 
ment say  that  the  money  is  required  for  neces- 
sary payments ;  and,  when  it  is  known  that  the 
Opposition  have  refused  to  grant  supplies,  those 
people  who  have  to  go  without  their  money  will 
certainly  retaliate  upon  those  honorable  gentle- 
men. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.--Sir,  if  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  only  do  what  the  honorable 
member  for  Waipa  tells  him  to  do.  We  should  at 
once  grant  supplies.  There  is  no  diflficulty  in  the 
way  whatever.  I  say,  absolutely,  that  I  would 
be  no  party  whatever  to  the  refusal  to  grant  sup- 
plies. But  what  course  does  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  is  leading  the  House  on  this  question  of 
finance  ask  us  to  adopt?  He  asks  us  to  aban- 
don one  of  the  first  privileges  of  members  of  this 
House.  It  is  a  right  divine  that,  on  the  motion 
for  going  into  Committee  of  Supply,  questions 
may  be  put  one  after  the  other  in  order  that 
grievances  may  be  ventilated;  and  when  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  asks  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  give  him  an  assurance 
that  a  particular  motion  will  be  discussed  to- 
morrow, the  Treasurer  accuses  him  of  stopping 
supplies.  Why,  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman 
cannot  prevent  me  from  ventilating  a  grievance 
if  this  assurance  is  given.  The  plain  fact  is,  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  himself  afraid  to  bring 
forward  his  motion  for  supply.  And  yet  the 
matter  is  very  simple.  If  he  has  a  majority,  he 
can  carry  the  day  without  any  difficulty  what- 
ever ;  and,  if  we  have  a  majority,  why  should  not 
we  assert  that  majority  ?  We  are  ready  to  grant 
I  any  reasonable  supplies  the  honorable  gentleman 
may  ask  for ;  but  we  are  not  going  to  allow  a 
precedent  to  be  established  which  will  preclude 
honorable  members  of  this  House,  upon  the 
motion  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair  in 
order  that  the  House  may  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply,  from  bringing  forward  an  amendment  of 
any  sort  for  discussion,  as  they  have  a  perfect 
right  to  do.  Supply  is  never  shut  out  by  an 
amendment — it  can  always  come  up;  so  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  misleading  the  House 
when  he  tries  to  make  us  believe  that,  if  an 
amendment  on  the  motion  for  going  into  sup- 
ply is  agreed  to,  supply  is  shut  out.  We  are 
anxious  to  grant  supply  and  give  the  honorable 
gentleman  every  shilling  he  wants. 

Mr.  BOWEN.—The  honorable  gentleman  is 
trying  to  mislead  the  House  as  to  this  attempt 
to  stop  supplies.  It  is  no  doubt  a  rule  of  the 
House  and  of  Parliament  that  on  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply  every  member  of  the  House 
may  air  a  grievance ;  but  I  defy  him  to  show  any 
case  of  modern  date  in  which  the  House  of  Com- 
mons has  attempted  literally  to  stop  supplies. 
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It  is  one  thing  to  bar  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply  when  supplies  are  granted,  as  they  are 
in  England,  in  advance,  while  there  is  money  in 
the  Treasury,  and  before  payment  is  absolutely 
necessary:  it  is  another  thing  to  bar  supplies 
when  there  is  absolutely  no  money  Toted  for 
carrying  on  the  business  of  the  country.  This 
is  a  thing  that  has  not  been  attempted  before 
within  the  memory  of  any  member  of  this  House. 
It  has  been  usual  to  meet  the  0OTernment  by 
allowing  them  to  take  imprest  supplies  to  meet 
necessary  payments;  but  this  attempt  is  abso- 
lutely unparalleled .  And  by  whom  is  it  attempted  ? 
Not  by  an  acknowledged  majority  of  this  House, 
but  by  a  party  who  have  just  been  beaten,  and 
who,  according  to  the  last  party  division,  were 
in  a  minority,  defeated  on  a  charge  of  malad- 
ministration. And  for  a  party  of  this  sort,  before 
a  division  is  taken  to  show  what  their  position 
is,  to  come  down  and  say  that,  if  their  will  is 
not  to  be  the  law  of  the  country — is  not  to  be 
the  law  of  Parliament — then  no  payments  shall 
be  made — are  we  to  tolerate  that  sort  of  thing  ? 
And  because  we  will  not,  they  say  they  have 
a  grievance.  Now,  every  one  knows  what  their 
grievance  means.  It  means  that  they  are  going 
to  bring  on,  in  some  shape  or  other,  the  question 
whether  the  Government  is  fit  to  occupy  those 
benches.  Of  course  everybody  knows  that  that 
will  lead  to  a  long  and  serious  debate  in  present 
circumstances ;  yet  they  say  they  will,  in  a  manner 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  country,  stop 
the  payments  which  are  necessary  for  the  conduct 
of  the  business  of  the  country.  Well,  Sir,  I  think 
the  country  can  better  affoni  to  wait  a  few  days 
than  to  allow  a  party  in  this  House  to  outrage 
all  parliamentary  precedent  by  attempting  a  dic- 
tation which  ought  only  to  be  allowed  to  an  abso- 
lutely-declared majority  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people.  There  is  no  such  declared  majority 
at  present  in  the  House ;  and  I  say  that,  rather 
than  that  we  should  yield  to  the  dictation  of  a 
faction,  it  is  better  that  this  colony  should  incur 
the  inconvenience  they  are  causing.  The  country 
will  know  quite  well  where  the  responsibility  lies. 
I  say  the  responsibility  lies  with  the  men  who 
are  not  prepared  to  allow  the  Government  which 
has  charge  of  the  business  of  the  country  to 
lay  their  policy  before  the  country,  to  lay  the 
statements  which  they  say  they  are  ready  to 
make  before  the  country,  and  who  try  to  hurry 
that  Government  in  such  a  way  that  they  should 
be  obliged  to  prepare  their  business  and  make 
their  statements  in  a  scant  and  imperfect  manner. 
My  honorable  friends,  I  am  quite  sure,  will  not 
be  forced  from  the  position  they  have  taken  up; 
and  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  must  take 
the  responsibility  of  the  unparalleled  course  they 
have  attempted  to-night. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  think  the  responsibility  for 
this  unparalleled  course  will  not  weigh  very 
heavily  on  the  members  of  the  Opposition.  The 
great  Constitutional  party,  who  now  have  taken 
upon  themselves,  without  the  consent  of  the 
majority  of  this  House,  to  rule  the  country,  have 
assumed  office  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  uphold- 
ing constitutionalism,  and  to  carry  out  those  high 
principles  so  frequently  advocftted  by  the  honor- 
Jdr,  Bowen 


able  eentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  ;  and  yet 
they  have  not  been  in  office  a  week  before  they 
attempt  to  set  aside  those  very  constitutional 
principles  which  are  roost  adaptable  to  the  insti- 
tutions of  this  country.  The  first  principle  of 
constitutional  government  which  they  denj'  ua  is, 
that  the  majority  of  this  House  have  a  right  to 
say  whether  persons  appointed  by  the  Governor 
to  take  seats  on  those  benches  as  his  Responsible 
Advisers  have  or  have  not  the  confidence  of  the 
country.  The  next  principle  of  constitutional 
government  which  they  deny  us  is  the  right  to 
take  advantage  of  the  only  way  we  have  got 
of  approaching  the  Crown  for  the  purpose  of 
stating  the  grievances  we  may  suffer  from.  If 
there  is  one  thing  more  than  another  which 
shows  the  emptiness  of  the  pretences  which 
those  honorable  gentleman  make  to  constitu- 
tional morality  and  practice,  it  is  their  con- 
duct in  the  past.  If  there  is  anything  which 
shows  more  than  another  the  utter  incapacity  of 
that  side  to  rule  under  constitutional  principles, 
it  is  the  stupid  reasons  they  have  bandied  about 
in  connection  with  the  proceedings  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  House.  I  say  they  have  no 
right  to  impute  to  this  side  of  the  House  blame 
for  what  has  taken  place.  It  is  the  direct  con- 
sequence of  their  own  acts.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  enunciated 
the  principle  that  tlie  Ministry  on  those  benches 
have  a  rignt  to  demand  a  fair  trial.  I  defy  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  show  me  any  precedent, 
since  constitutional  government  was  instituted  in 
England,  bearing  out  that  statement. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— 1834. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  do  not  know  the  case  to 
which  he  refers,  in  1834,  but  I  heard  a  case  men- 
tioned yesterday  which  occurred  in  1867  and 
1868.  It  was  mentioned  by  an  honorable  gentle- 
man who  has  set  himself  up  as  a  great  oonstitu- 
tional  authority — the  honorable  member  for  Grey 
and  Bell.  But  everybody  who  knows  anything 
about  the  occurrences  of  that  time  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  that  was  a  case  analogous  to  the 
case  here  last  session.  An  adverse  vote  on  prin- 
ciple was  carried  against  the  Ministry,  and  they 
tendered  their  resignation  to  the  Queen,  who 
refused  to  accept  it,  asked  them  to  continue  in 
office,  and  granted  them  a  dissolution.  That  is 
somewhat  similar  to  what  occurred  last  session, 
and  has  no  parallel  in  the  case  this  session.  The 
only  diffisrence  between  the  case  in  England  and 
that  of  last  session  hero  was  that,  although  the 
Opposition — in  which  were  Mr.  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  Bright,  from  whom  the  honorable  member  for 
Kaiapoi,  if  he  professes  to  be  a  Liberol,  should 
gather  his  precedents,  rather  than  from  the  Con- 
servatives— though  these  gentlemen  animadverted 
upon  the  conduct  of  Ministers,  still  they  granted 
supplies  without  any  of  those  conditions  which 
the  present  Q-o vern men t  when  in  opposition  at- 
tempted to  impose  upon  the  late  Ministry  last 
session.  I  say  that,  whatever  differences  we  may 
have  as  to  the  minor  principles  of  government, 
there  should  be  none  in  this  respect:  that  the 
majority  of  this  House  ought  to  rule.  The  late 
Ministrv,  obedient  to  that  principle,  resigned 
their  offices ;  but  will  any  person  pretend  to  say 
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tbai  the  xnajoritj  of  the  House  at  that  time  or  at 
any  other  time  were  in  faTOur  of  the  present 
Premier  forming  a  Ministry  P  That  is  the  ques- 
tion which  every  member  who  wishes  to  come  to 
an  honest  conclusion  upon  this  subject  should 
ask  himself;  and  I  believe  that  every  member  who 
asks  himself  that  question  will  answer  it  in  the 
negative.  Then  those  honorable  gentlemen  took 
their  seats ;  and  now  they  demand  from  the  House 
a  fair  trial.  Well,  they  are  entitled  to  a  fair 
trial ;  but  who  are  to  be  judges  of  what  a  fair  trial 
is  ?  Are  the  judges  to  be  the  six  honorable  gentle- 
men  who  have  taken  their  seats  on  those  benches, 
or  are  they  to  be  the  majority  of  this  House  ?  If 
those  honorable  gentlemen  think  they  have  got 
a  majority,  let  uiem  put  the  want-of-confidence 
motion  first  on  the  Paper,  and  then  let  the  House 
take  a  division  as  to  when  it  shall  be  called  on, 
and  let  the  majority  decide  when  that  fair  trial 
shall  be.  What  I  understand  by  a  fair  trial 
is,  that  the  person  accused  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  answering  the  accusation.  Those  honor- 
able gentlemen  have  ffot  that  opportunity,  and  I 
know  of  no  other  trial  to  which  they  are  entitled 
in  this  House,  and  certainly  no  argument  has 
been  adduced  by  honorable  gentlemen  on  that 
aide  which  shows  that  they  are  entitled  to  more. 
When  we  remember  that  in  1877  the  honorable 
member  for  Kaiapoi,  and  others  with  him,  argued 
strongly  against  the  action  which  the  Government 
then  took  with  regard  to  their  position  in  this 
House,  it  must  astonish  any  one  to  find  that 
honorable  gentleman  swallowing  all  the  principles 
he  then  held,  on  account  of  the  difference  of  cir- 
cumstances. Surely,  if  there  has  been  anything 
■hady  on  our  side  of  the  House,  those  high-minded 
gentlemen  opposite  are  not  going  to  accept  that 
as  the  only  principle  they  will  adopt!  Surely 
they  will  not  accept  precedents  from  us !  The 
honorable  gentleman  says  he  defies  any  one  to 
point  out  any  case  in  which  the  House  of  Com- 
mons has  barred  supplies ;  and  I  defy  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  point  out  any  case  in  the  House 
of  Commons  where  the  Treasurer  has  come  down 
and  stated  to  the  House  that  he  intends  to  move 
for  supply  on  condition  that  no  person  shall  move 
an  amendment.  If  he  can  point  to  a  single  case 
where  a  Treasurer,  knowing  that  the  condition  of 
the  State  required  it,  and  intending  to  move  for 
supplies,  first  asked  that  it  should  be  passed  with- 
out debate  and  without  amendment,  then  it  will 
be  time  enough  for  us  to  say  whether  his  ques- 
tion can  be  answered.  However,  I  can  point  to  a 
case  which  the  honorable  member  surely  forgets. 
Surely  he  must  forget  the  conditions  attached  to 
the  granting  of  suppUes  last  session. 

Major  ATKINSON.— They  were  all  granted. 
There  were  no  conditions. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— If  they  were  granted  without 
conditions,  the  reason  was,  that  they  were  so 
absurd  that  the  present  Treasurer,  who  was  then 
one  of  the  leaders^  of  the  Opposition,  saw  it  was 
no  use  enforcing  them,  and  so  abandoned  them ; 
but  he  knows  ne  intended  that  supplies  should 
only  be  granted  on  those  conditions,  and  I  believe 
there  was  one  condition  afterwards  attached.  I 
must  say  I  think  the  bandying  about  between 
honorable  members  on  one  side  and  on  the  other 


of  accusations  as  to  who  are  to  be  blamed  on 
account  of  what  has  taken  place,  ought  to  be  put 
a  stop  to.  If  honorable  gentlemen  really  and 
conscientiously  stick  to  their  principles,  let  them 
state  their  reasons  to  the  House,  and  let  the 
country  afterwards  judge  of  those  reasons,  for 
the  judgment  of  individuals  upon  themselves 
is  not  worth  much.  I  believe  the  party  ties 
round  the  Government  are  now  so  strong  that 
it  is  impossible  for  them  to  regard  even  those 
principles  which  ought  to  guide  members  on 
all  sides ;  and  certainly,  in  a  matter  where  their 
own  individual  action  is  concerned,  I  should  not 
trust  their  judgment  &r.  Nor  do  I  think  the 
country  will  change  its  opinion  of  that  action  on 
account  of  all  the  self-laudation  they  may  give 
utterance  toi  I  hope  it  will  be  thoroughly  under- 
stood that  the  action  which  this  side  of  the  House 
has  taken  is  perfectly  constitutional.  Let  the 
honorable  gentleman  move  his  Bill,  and  then  if 
he  finds  there  is  factious  opposition  it  will  be 
time  for  him  to  say  we  have  barred  supply.  If 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  should  turn  out  to  be  one  that  will 
have  the  practical  effect  of  barring  supply,  I,  for 
one,  will  not  be  a  party  to  it,  nor  do  I  think  that 
any  other  honorable  member  on  this  side  of  the 
House  will  be  a  party  to  it ;  but  if  it  is  a  simple 
statement  of  grievance,  and  if  ho  binds  himself, 
and,  as  far  as  he  can,  others  on  this  side,  not  to 
debate  it,  but  simply  to  propose  it  and  divide,  if 
necessary,  upon  it,  he  will  be  only  doing  that 
which  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  do,  and  which 
if  ho  docs  not  do  he  will  be  showing  that  he  is 
not  fit  to  hold  a  leading  place  in  a  deliberative 
Assembly.  I  hope  the  House  will  uphold  the 
right  we  undoubtedly  possess,  that  a  majority 
shall  rule,  and  also  that  we  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  referring  to  the  Crown  any  grievance  we 
may  have. 

Mr.  STEWART.— The  Government  seem  to 
be  conscious  that  they  are  in  a  minority,  and 
they  are  evading  the  real  question.  The  Parlia- 
ment of  this  country  is  responsible  for  the  proper 
government  of  it,  and  that  Parliament  has  the 
choice  of  its  own  Ministry,  and,  if  that  Ministry 
does  not  command  the  confidence  of  Parliament, 
I  submit  that  it  ought  to  adopt  the  usual  course, 
and  retire  from  office.  The  power  of  Parliament 
is  two-fold — it  is  punitive  and  preventive.  If  a 
Government  do  not  resign.  Parliament  is  en- 
titled to  oust  them  from  office ;  and  if  a  Minis- 
try is  attempted  to  be  thrust  upon  the  House 
which  has  not  its  confidence,  it  has  a  right  to 
say,  "  No  j  we  shall  not  allow  you  to  control  the 
affairs  of  this  Parliament.*'  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Acton  Adams)  the  other 
day  referred  to  a  passage  in  Todd's  "  Parliament- 
ary Practice,"  Vol.  I.,  page  212,  which  tended  to 
show  that  the  Ministry  of  the  day  were  entitled 
to  a  fair  trial.  The  honorable  member,  however, 
omitted  an  important  qualification  to  the  pro- 
position which  Todd  lays  down.  These  words 
are,  "  In  all  ordinary  circumstances,  the  Minis- 
ters chosen  by  the  Sovereign  are  entitled  to,  &c." 
The  words  "in  all  ordinary  circumstances"  are 
omitted  from  the  passage  quoted  [ante,  page  196] 
by  the  honorable  mem^r,  and  have  a  most  potent 
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effect  Id  qualifjing  the  proposition  laid  down  hj 
Todd.  One  of  the  modem  constitutional  writers 
— Freeman  —  refers  to  the  practice  laid  down 
bj  Maj,  and  to  the  case  of  Pitt,  upon  which 
Todd  relies  in  discussing  the  question.  Consti- 
tutional law  is  unwritten  law,  which  has  grown 
up  year  bj  year  and  century  by  century.  This 
unwritten  law  has  been  greatly  modified;  and 
Freeman  points  out  that  the  power  which  the 
King  seyenty  or  eighty  years  ago  undoubtedly 
exercised  would  not  be  sanctioned,  and  would  not 
be  attempted  to  be  exercised,  in  modem  times. 
Freeman,  who  is  a  writer  of  unquestionable  au- 
thority, in  his  work  on  the  English  Constitution, 
at  page  201,  in  referring  to  the  position  taken  by 
Pitt,  states, — 

"Such  conduct  would  not  be  deemed  consti- 
tutional now,  but  the  wide  diflference  between 
the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons  then 
and  now  should  be  borne  in  mind." 

The  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi  (Mr.  Bowen) 
says,  "  Hear,  hear."  I  do  not  think  that  is  quite 
consistent  with  what  he  said  before.  I  understood 
him  to  say  the  other  day  that  this  Ministry  were 
entitled  to  a  fair  trial,  and  that  they  were  entitled 
to  remain  in  office  until  they  had  explained  their 
policy  to  the  country,  and  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  submitting  their  measures  to  the  House.  But 
what  did  my  honorable  friend  say  when  he  was 
in  opposition  two  years  ago  ?  It  will  be  remem- 
bered, of  course,  that  the  circumstances  then 
were  almost  parallel  in  every  respect  to  the  pre- 
sent, only  my  honorable  friend  happened  to  be 
on  the  Opposition  side  then,  instead  of  on  the 
Gh>?ernment  side.     This  is  what  he  then  said : — 

"  We  conceive  that  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  has  seized  the  reins  of  power  in  an 
unconstitutional  manner,  and  does  not  command 
a  majority.  That  being  the  case,  are  we  not 
right  in  at  once  challenging  his  position  ?  Is  not 
that  a  fairer  and  a  more  straightforward  course 
than  asking  the  honorable  gentleman  to  carry  on 
the  business,  keeping  at  the  same  time  the  inten- 
tion to  challenge  his  position  hanging  over  his 
head  ?  If  they  possess  a  majority,  what  do  they 
fear  ?  If  they  do  not  possess  a  majority,  of  what 
have  they  to  complain  ?  " 

When  I  read  this  speech  in  Sansard,  and 
remembered  the  speech  the  honorable  member 
for  Kaiapoi  delivered  the  other  day,  I  was  quite 
amazed,  because  the  speech  he  lately  made  is  the 
exact  antithesis  of  the  one  we  find  in  Hansard. 
This  House  will  be  lowering  its  dignity  if  it 
allows  a  minority  to  control  its  affairs,  and  to 
back  out,  whenever  the  slightest  appearance  of  a 
division  presents  itself,  by  proposing  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  or  some  other  motion  which 
shuffles  the  business  away  from  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  That  is  not  the  kind  of  Ministry 
which  should  command  the  confidence  of  this 
House.  Another  modern  writer,  and  one  who  is 
a  very  distinguished  Tory,  places  the  position 
of  the  Ministry  in  a  very  clear  light,  and  also 
discusses  this  question  with  reference  to  the  case 
of  Pitt.  He  says,  at  page  148,  in  considering  the 
power  of  Parliament, — 

*'  If  it  perceive  the  Kine  in  danger  of  being 
misled  by  weak  or  by  wicked  counsellors,  it  is 
Mr.  Stewart 


bound  to  interpose  its  advice  without  waiting  for 
the  actual  occurrence  of  the  mischief  it  has,  or 
thinks  that  it  has,  cause  to  anticipate." 

That  is  to  say,  if  a  Ministry  are  thrown  upon  the 
House  in  whom  it  has  no  confidence,  it  is  entitled 
at  the  outset  to  say,  "  We  shall  not  intrust  that 
Ministry  with  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  country."  The  House  is  entitled  to  say  it 
has  no  confidence  in  them,  without  assigning  any 
reason  whatever.  It  is  not  necessary  to  show 
that  the  Ministry  have  mismanaged  the  affairs 
of  the  country,  because  that  would  not  remedy 
the  mismanagement.  The  House  has  a  right  to 
anticipate  the  evil.  I  submit  that  nothing  could 
be  more  clear  than  the  law  as  laid  down  by 
Heam,  whom  I  have  just  quoted,  and  who  is 
well  known  to  be  an  extreme  Tory.  I  will  now 
quote  from  another  very  able  writer — Hallam, 
whom  Macaulay  described  as  one  of  the  few  his- 
torians who  are  not  advocates.  Hallam  occupies 
the  distinguished  position  of  being  an  impartial 
judge  of  history.  Hallam,  in  his  work  on  Europe 
during  the  Middle  Ages,  Vol.  III.,  page  71, 
states, — 

"  He  has  learned  in  a  very  different  school  from 
myself  who  denies  to  Parliament  at  the  present 
day  a  preventive  as  well  as  vindictive  control 
over  the  administration  of  affairs :  a  right  of 
resisting  by  those  means  which  lie  within  its 
sphere  the  appointment  of  unfit  Ministers." 

There  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  whole 
law  laid  down,  that  this  Parliament  has  an  un- 
questionable right  to  stop  at  once  the  exercise  of 
authority  on  the  part  of  Ministers  who  do  not 
possess  its  confidence.  The  reason  for  this  is 
obvious.  There  is  a  well-known  maxim  that 
"  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,"  and  that  maxim 
arises  simply  from  this:  tlmt  the  King  imder- 
takes  no  responsibility;  that  the  country  is  go- 
verned by  Responsible  Advisers ;  and  any  wrong 
done  is  not  attributed  to  the  King,  but  to  the 
Advisers  of  the  Crown.  Therefore  the  theory 
that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong  rests  entirely 
upon  that  well-known  maxim,  that  the  country 
is  governed  by  responsible  Ministers.  Respon- 
sible government,  as  is  well  known,  has  been 
introduced  into  most  of  the  colonies,  and  has 
been  in  force  since  1847  in  Canada.  Now,  it 
is  monstrous  to  say  that  this  House  shall  be 
responsible  to  the  country  for  the  administration 
of  affairs,  and  yet  shall  have  tio  voice,  no  control- 
ling infiuence,  over  the  gentlemen  who  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  country.  A  great  deal  has 
been  stated  from  time  to  time  as  to  what  the 
Ministry  intend  to  do.  They  seem  very  unsettled 
as  to  their  course  of  procedure  ;  they  are  shifting 
their  position  from  day  to  day,  and  we  know  not 
what  the  result  of  this  constant  changing  may 
be.  This  much  I  do  say :  that,  if  the  Government 
and  their  supporters  are  to  claim  to  be  called 
the  Constitutional  party,  they  must  act  in  a 
constitutional  manner ;  that,  when  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  is  brought  down,  they  should 
take  immediate  steps  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  or  not  they  have  the  confidence 
of  this  House.  If  they  find  that  they  have  not 
the  confidence  of  this  House,  then  let  them 
adopt  the  proper  course,  and  retire.    In  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply, 


323 


fint  place  the  GoTemment  haye  got  into  their 
present  posifion  in  an  unconstitutional  manner, 
and,  being  there  in  an  unconstitutional  manner, 
thej  -want  to  remain  there  in  an  unconetitutional 
manner.  The  beginning,  the  middle,  and  the  end 
of  their  career  will  be  unconstitutional.  I  say 
that  the  members  on  this  side  of  the  House  will 
not  allow  the  constitutional  right  we  possess  to 
be  trampled  upon  by  any  threat  which  may  be 
made  with  the  view  of  influencing  the  decision 
of  this  House.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
granting  supplies  I  need  not  reiterate  what  has 
been  already  stated.  So  far  as  I  am  personally 
concerned,  I  should  be  extremely  glad  if  sup- 
plies were  granted.  But  are  we  to  grant  sup- 
plies with  some  such  threat  as  this  hanging  orer 
our  heads :  "You  must  not  interfere  in  the  slight- 
est way  with  our  course  of  action  ;  you  must  not 
exercise  your  undoubted  right  of  simply  stating 
what  grievance  you  have:  we  will  permit  the 
country  to  drift  into  confusion  and  bankruptcy 
rather  than  allow  our  particular  whim  to  be  over- 
ridden "  ?  If  Ministers  have  the  slightest  regard 
for  the  representatives  of  the  country,  if  they 
wish  to  consider  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  if 
they  desire  to  forward  the  passing  of  those  liberal 
measures  to  which  they  now  lay  claim,  I  submit 
that  the  Ministry  would  be  consulting  their  own 
dignity,  and  consulting  the  undoubted  constitu- 
tional right  of  this  House,  by  at  once  stepping 
forward  and  challenging  a  fair  fight ;  and  let  the 
result  of  that  fight  decide  what  is  to  be  done. 
With  these  remarks  I  have  to  express  my  regret 
that  the  Ministry  have  adopted  a  course  which  is 
really  obstructive— a  course  not  only  obstruclive, 
but  absolutely  lowering  to  the  dignity  of  a  repre- 
sentative Assembly — a  course  which  I  hope  will 
not  be  followed  by  any  Ministry,  no  matter  under 
what  circumstances  they  may  obtain  a  seat  on  the 
Ministerial  benches. 

Mr.  DICK.  —  I  was  astonished  to  hear  the 
remarks  which  fell  from  my  colleague  for  Dun- 
edin  City.  Since  he  has  gone  over  to  that  side 
of  the  House  he  is  most  eloquent  and  earnest  in 
advocating  a  cause  which  he  should  be  the  last 
on  the  present  occasion  to  ppeak  upon.  He  has 
spoken  about  the  Ministry  occupying  their  seats 
in  an  unconstitutional  manner.  I  do  not  under- 
stand wherein  the  want  of  constitutional  arrange- 
ment exists.  That  honorable  gentleman  voted 
with  us  on  that  occasion,  and  thereby  gave  us  a 
majority,  which  gave  those  honorable  members 
their  seals  in  a  most  constitutional  and  regular 
way.  The  honorable  member  by  his  vote  assisted 
to  give  the  present  Ministry  the  majority  which, 
so  far  as  we  know,  they  have  at  present.  The 
honorable  member  spoke  of  the  Ministry  acting  in 
a  way  dishonoring  to  the  House — of  their  acting 
in  an  unconstitutional  way  in  not  surrendering 
tlieir  seats  when  they  were  not  in  a  majority.  I 
say  that  the  Ministry,  so  far  as  we  know  at  the 
present  moment,  are  in  a  majority.  It  is  possible 
the  honorable  member  may  like  to  come  back  to 
us,  and  give  us  his  vote  when  the  division  takes 
place.  If  it  was  right  for  the  honorable  member 
to  cross  BO  very  rapidly  to  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  other  members  on  that  side  may  think 
it  right  to  come  over  to  this  side.     Who  can  say 


on  which  side  of  the  House  there  is  a  majority 
at  the  present  moment  ?  I  have  nothing  to  say 
about  the  honorable  member  airing  his  eloquence 
on  the  subject  of  precedents.  This  seems  to  be  a 
field-time  for  our  young  lawyers  to  come  forward 
and  look  up  all  precedents  that  have  occurred  in 
British  history  for  a  great  number  of  years.  Of 
course  they  can  find  precedents  on  both  sides,  and 
speak  strongly  on  both  sides.  But  what  we  want 
to  do  in  the  meantime  is  toget  forward  with  the 
business  of  the  country.  We  should  not  refuse 
the  Q-overnment  the  opportunity  of  bringing 
down  what  they  wish  to  place  before  us,  and 
letting  us  know  what  their  object  is.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  spoken,  having 
assisted  in  putting  the  Ministry  on  those  seats, 
was  bound  in  honor  to  see  what  they  had  to  pro- 
pose before  he  declared  that  he  had  no  confidence 
in  them.  If  the  honorable  member  had  him- 
self been  sent  for  he  would  have  had  a  right  to 
say  what  Ministry  should  be  formed ;  but,  not 
having  been  sent  for,  be  should  have  stood  by  the 
Premier  until  he  had  brought  forward  his  policy, 
and  judged  whether,  according  to  his  opinion, 
the  views  put  forward  were  correct  or  not.  He 
should  not  have  left  tliis  side  and  gone  over  to 
the  other  simply  because  there  might  be  one  or 
two  members  of  the  Ministry  who  did  not  exactly 
suit  him.  Now,  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
taki  (Mr.  Hislop)  asked  if  any  one  would  say  that 
the  majority  was  in  favour  of  the  present  Premier 
forming  a  Government.  He  dared  us  to  say  so. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  majority  was  in  favour 
of  the  present  Premier  forming  a  Government. 
There  was  a  majority  of  two  for  the  resolution 
brought  forward  by  the  present  Premier.  Did 
honorable  members  think  that  some  other  gentle- 
man was  to  be  sent  for  than  the  gentleman  who 
carried  the  resolution  by  a  majority  of  two? 
I  say  it  was  the  most  reasonable  thing  to  expect 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  brought  for- 
ward that  resolution  which  had  the  efiect  of 
removing  the  late  Government  should  be  the 
gentleman  to  form  the  new  Gk)vemment.  It 
seems  to  me  most  unreasonable  that  this  obstruc- 
tion should  exist  so  strongly.  I  am  not  a  party 
man.  I  do  not  care  much  who  are  in  the  Ministry 
so  long  as  we  get  the  work  of  the  country  carried 
on,  and  the  liberal  measures  carried  forward.  If 
it  should  happen  that  a  new  Ministry  came  into 
office,  I  would  not  obstruct  every  measure  which 
they  chose  to  brine  forward.  I  say  that  it  is  not 
becoming,  dignified,  or  honorable  on  the  part  of 
their  opponents  not  to  give  the  Government  a  fair 
chance  of  letting  us  Imow  what  they  intend  to 
do  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of  the  country. 
For  the  Opposition  to  bring  forward  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  because  they  think  one  or  two 
members  have  changed  their  minds,  without  first 
giving  the  Government  a  chance  of  telling  ua 
what  they  intend  to  do,  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
ungenerous.  No  doubt  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers  feels  that  he  has  got  good 
grounds  for  doing  so.  I  presume  he  thinks  he 
will  secure  a  majority,  or  else  he  would  not  have 
brought  forward  the  motion.  But  I  believe  no 
one  can  be  certain  as  to  whether  the  majority 
will  be  given  to  one  side  or  the  other.    It  is  not 
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fair  to  this  House  to  think  that  ererj  memher 
has  made  up  his  mind  at  once  upon  the  subject 
— that  each  member  has  decidea  which  way  he 
shall  go — until  the  whole  matter  has  been  duly 
discussed  and  considered  upon  its  merits.  We 
are  not  here  simply  to  take  the  side  of  one  party 
or  another  party.  We  are  here — some  of  us,  I 
trust,  at  any  rate — to  see  that  the  interests  of  the 
country  at  large  are  attended  to,  and  that  justice 
is  done  to  those  who  have  sent  us  here  to  repre- 
sent their  interests.  It  seems  to  me  harsh  to 
refuse  the  0oTernmcnt  the  sum  of  money  they 
require — I  shall  not  say  refuse ;  but  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  told  us  that,  un- 
less the  G-oyemment  agreed  to  allow  him  to  bring 
on  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence  to-morrow, 
he  would  not  allow  the  measure  to  come  forward. 

Mr.  MAOANDREW.— No. 

Mr.  DICK.— Well,  he  said  lie  would  bring 
forward  a  motion  of  a  kind  which  would  be 
injurious  to  the  GoTcmment — a  motion  to  the 
same  effect  as  a  Tote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the 
GoTernment. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  misapprehended  me  altogether.  I  said 
that  if  the  Goyemmcnt  would  giro  an  assurance 
that  the  no-confidence  motion  would  come  on  to- 
morrow we  would  go  into  Committee  of  Supply 
at  once,  without  complaining  about  anything,  but 
if  they  declined  to  do  so  we  should,  before  going 
into  Supply,  air  our  grierances.  We  did  not  say 
we  would  refuse  supplies.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  misapprehended  me  altogether. 

Mr.  DICK. — It  comes  very  much  to  the  same 
thing.  The  sreat  grievance,  as  I  understand  it,  is 
embodied  in  the  want-of-confidence  motion.  I  say 
it  seems  yery  harsh — I  do  not  know  what  the  sum 
is ;  I  should  fancy  that  the  Goyemment,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  would  not  ask  for  a  large 
sum — it  seems  to  me  yery  harsh  that  we  are  to 
put  off  paying  the  salaries  of  those  employed  by 
the  Qt>yemment  throughout  the  country  until 
the  no-confidence  motion  has  been  fiilly  delibe- 
rated upon.  Are  those  persons  who  are  liying 
from  hand  to  mouth,  paying  their  way  every 
month,  to  be  kept  out  of  their  salaries  whilst  we 
here  are  discussing  the  question  of  whether  there 
is  confidence  in  one  Goyemment  or  confidence  in 
another  Goyemment?  I  say  it  is  unfair  to  the 
Gk>yemment  servants  that  such  a  course  should 
be  adopted.  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  some 
compromise  were  come  to  whereby  the  public 
servants  would  not  be  injured  while  we  are 
haying  our  party  fight  as  to  who  shall  occupy  the 
Goyemment  benches. 

Mr.  PYKE.  —  It  was  not  my  intention  to  haye 
addressed  the  House  just  now ;  but  so  much  has 
been  said  about  the  want-of-confidence  motion 
that  I  am  compelled  to  explain  my  position  in  this 
House,  and  the  course  I  intend  to  take,  before  I 
pive  another  yote  within  these  walls.  And  I  haye 
been  drawn  to  my  feet  now  hj  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  who  has  just 
sat  down.  He  said  the  Government  were  placed  in 
their  seats  by  a  majority  of  two,  and  wanted  to 
know  whether  any  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  voted 
for  turning  out  the  late  Ministry  was  not  prepared 
to  see  an  entirely  new  Ministry  in  office  under  the 
Mr.  Dich 


present  Premier ;  or  if  any  one  yoted  with  the 
idea  that  the  old  Ministiy  would  be  reconstructed. 
I  answer  positively,  "  Yes ;  I  did  for  one ;",  and, 
in  saying  that,  I  wish  to  explain  the  yote  I  gaye 
last  session  on  Sir  William  Fox's  amendment, 
the  vote  I  gave  this  session  on  Mr.  Hall's  amend- 
ment, and  also  the  vote  I  intend  to  give  on  this 
and  any  future  occasion.  Honorable  members 
may  laugh,  but  perhaps  they  will  laugh  on  the 
other  sides  of  their  mouths  before  I  have  done. 
The  vote  I  gaye  this  session  on  Mr.  Hall's  amend- 
ment was  the  logical  sequence  of  the  vote  I  gaye 
last  session  on  Sir  William  Fox's  amendment; 
and  my  object  was  the  same  in  both  cases. 
Members  of  the  late  Ministry,  and  likewise  other 
members  of  this  House,  know  perfectly  well  that 
I  laboured  hard  during  last  session  to  endeayour 
to  bring  about — what?  The  dismissal  or  re- 
moval from  office  of  that  Ministry  ?  No,  Sir ; 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Gt)verament.  The  late 
Ministers  know,  and  honorable  members  know, 
that  I  laboured  hard  to  bring  about  a  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  Gk>yemment ;  and  it  was  only  when  I 
found  I  could  not  do  that  by  persuasion,  as  I 
wished  to  do,  that  I  yoted  for  Sir  William  Fox's 
amendment,  in  the  hope  that  I  should  bring 
about  the  same  result  in  another  way.  I  took 
the  same  yiew  this  session,  and,  had  my  adyice 
been  taken  and  the  Ministry  been  reconstructed — 
and  I  still  say  it  would  haye  been  the  best  course^ — 
an  amendment  from  the  other  side  of  the  House 
expressing  no-confidence  would  not  have  been 
carried.  I  held,  rightly  or  wrongly  it  is  not 
now  necessary  to  discuss,  that  the  Ministir  as 
it  then  existed  was  defective,  and  could  I  haye 
secured  an  alteration  in  its  component  parts 
certainly  I  should  never  have  yoted  either  with 
Sir  William  Fox  last  session,  or  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Selwyn  this  session.  la 
doing  so,  I  was  doing  the  best  work  for  the 
party  with  whom  my  interests  have  always  been, 
with  whom  my  sympathy  rests  now,  and  from 
whom  it  is  not  likely,  at  ray  time  of  life,  that  I 
shall  eyer  separate  myself.  I  have  always  oon* 
tended  for  my  party  and  for  the  principles  of  my 
party.  I  know  the  trap  into  which  gentlemen 
opposite  felL  They  thought  they  were  using  me, 
while  I  knew,  and  know  now,  tnat  I  was  using 
them.  I  desired  to  brinp  about  a  certain  result. 
They  helped  me  to  do  it,  and  I  am  very  muck 
obliged  to  them  for  their  assistance.  Maying 
succeeded  in  bringing  about  that  result,  if  they 
expect  me  to  abide  in  their  tents  one  day  longer 
they  make  a  great  mistake.  I  will  not  do  so. 
Now,  I  place  a  literal  construction  upon  the  Eng- 
lish language ;  but  it  appears  that  the  honorablo 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Gt)yemment  does 
not.  What  was  the  amendment  carried  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  now  at  the  head  of  the  Gt>- 
vemment? — That  this  House  has  no  confidence  in 
the  Gk)yemment  "as  at  present  constituted."  I£ 
it  had  not  been  for  the  insertion  of  those  four 
final  words  the  Opposition  would  not  have  had 
my  yote,  nor  yet  that  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Dunedin  City ;  and  the  action 
which  has  since  been  taken  has  been  quite  at 
yariance  with  our  wishes.  In  the  Ministry  which 
has  been  formed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
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Selwjn  there  are  gentlemen  —  and  I  am  not 
speaking  of  them  personally,  as  they  well  know — 
in  whom,  as  politicians,  I  hare  no  confidence,  in- 
diTidually  or  collectively.  I  will  take  the  liberty 
of  saying  hero  that,  howcTer  much  I  deprecated 
the  continuance  in  office  of  the  late  Government, 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  attribute  credit,  and 
the  whole  country  and  those  who  shall  come 
after  us  will  attribute  great  credit,  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City  (Sir  0.  Grey) 
for  having,  in  an  unprecedentedly  short  space  of 
time,  eflfectually  aroused  the  people  to  a  sense  of 
their  rights  and  privileges  never  felt  before.  I 
may  not  consider  him  the  best  administrator,  but 
that  credit  is  due  to  him,  and  for  all  time  it 
will  assuredly  attach  to  his  name,  as  credit  at- 
taches to  him  for  great  services  rendered  in  other 
capacities.  There  is  another  service  rendered  by 
Lim  of  equal  value  to  the  country  :  the  demoli- 
tion of  that  continuous  Ministry  —  that  family 
party — which  misgoverned  New  Zealand  so  long 
and  so  unsuccessfully.  Indeed,  the  principal 
reason  I  have  for  my  opposition  to  the  present 
Ministry  is  that  I  see  amongst  them  too  many  of 
the  fragmentary  remains  of  the  Ministry  which 
was  ejected  from  those  benches  two  years  ago. 
A  consummation  more  '*  devoutly  to  be  wished  " 
it  is  impossible  to  conceive.  I  will  not  weary  the 
House  by  going  into  the  details  of  the  past,  but 
never  was  a  public  man  so  disgusted  with  political 
aflairs  as  I  was  until  they  were  removed  from 
office.  Now,  the  position  we  take  up  here  has 
been  wrongly  stated.  We  are  told  we  are  going 
to  stop  supplies.  The  honorable  member  for 
Kaiapoi  was  very  strong  on  that  point  to-night : 
but  I  hold  that  what  has  been  done  should  have 
no  more  effect  in  stopping  supplies  than  if  not 
a  word  had  been  spoken  at  all.  What  is  the 
position?  It  is  this:  "Will  you  name  a  day 
on  which  you  will  grant  the  Commons  of  this 
House  the  constitutional  right  to  discuss  the 
question  whether  the  Gt>vomment  sitting  on 
tho«e  benches  are  there  by  the  will  of  the  people 
or  not  ?  If  you  will  do  that,  we  will  pass  supplies. 
If  you  will  not,  we  must  take  the  opportunity  of 
stating  our  grievances,  on  the  question  of  supply 
being  raised,  as  we  have  a  perfectly  legitimate 
and  constitutional  right  to  do.''  If  there  be  any 
failure  of  constitutional  practice  at  all,  it  is  on 
the  part  of  the  members  of  the  Government, 
who  stand  up  in  this  House  and  say,  "  No ;  you 
shall  not  give  supplies ;  we  will  not  ask  for 
them ;  we  will  throw  the  affairs  of  the  country 
into  confusion,  and  throw  upon  you  the  odium 
of  not  paying  the  contractors  and  public  servants, 
unless  you  consent  to  forego  your  constitutional 
right  of  stating  your  grievances."  I  say,  Sir, 
it  is  the  Government  who  are  obstructing  the 
passage  of  supplies,  and  not  the  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  The  present  Government 
claim  credit  for  liberal  measures,  for  the  Bills 
with  which  they  have  strewn  the  table  of  this 
House,  promising  all  things.  But  what  security 
have  we  that  any  one  of  these  Bills  will  be 
allowed  to  pass  into  law  ?  What  are  these  ques- 
tions ?  Jackdaws  strut  about  in  the  feathers  of 
peacocks,  but  they  are  only  jackdaws  still.  We 
know  them  of  old.     We  know  they  have  no 
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liberalism  in  their  hearts.  We  know  perfectly 
well,  and  the  people  of  the  country  know  per- 
fectly well,  that,  although  these  gentlemen  pre- 
tend to  bring  forward  liberal  measures,  once 
they  are  safely  in  their  seats  these  Bills  will  be 
dropped,  and  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  them. 
They  come  here  dressed  up  in  second-hand  obth- 
ing.  They  have  stolen  the  family  plate.  Sir 
George  Grey's  crest  is  upon  every  bit  of  it ;  and 
we  will  not  trust  them  with  the  custody  of  the 
family  plate.  That  is  the  position  they  are  in. 
No  one  will  be  found  to  believe  they  are  liberal 
in  their  hearts.  We  have  had  experience  of 
them  for  years ;  but  when  did  any  one  of  them 
come  down  and  propose  Liberal  measures  before  ? 
Never  within  my  recollection.  I  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  "  Measures,  not  men."  That  is  the 
cry  of  the  party  opposite  just  now.  But  I  have 
lived  long  enough  to  know  you  cannot  get  good 
measures  irom  incompetent  men.  You  cannot 
gather  grapes  from  thorns,  nor  figs  from  thistles. 
I  never  agreed  with  the  crj,  **  Measures,  not 
men  " — measures  and  men,  I  say ;  let  us  have 
them  both;  we  shall  never  have  the  measures 
unless  we  have  the  men.  I  say  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  Government  have  obtained  votes  from 
members  of  this  House  under  the  pretence  of 
reconstructing  the  Government,  they  have  rushed 
those  benches  by  false  pretences.  If  they  were 
sincere  in  their  desire  to  meet  the  constitutional 
question  raised — and  this  House  has  a  perfect 
right  to  raise  such  a  question — they  would  have 
fixed  some  day  on  which  it  should  be  placed  at 
the  topof  the  Order  Paper. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb. — So  we  did. 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  have  not  heard  it  named.  Let 
me  contrast  their  conduct,  for  the  sake  of  inform- 
ing some  members  of  the  House,  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  Ministry  which  they  have  succeeded. 
They  talk  about  a  fair  trial.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  two  wrongs  make  a  right,  or  two  blacks  make 
a  white,  but  I  say  that  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
above  all  men,  to  complain  of  sharp  practice  and 
the  want  of  a  fair  trial,  is  one  of  the  most  auda- 
cious things  ever  any  man  did  within  the  walls  of 
this  House.  Wliat  happened  when  Sir  George 
Grey  took  office  in  1877  ?  Why,  that  Ministry 
were  hardly  in  their  seats,  they  had  not  ex- 
pounded one  particle  of  their  pohcy,  they  had  not 
seen  six  sitting-days,  when  Major  Atkinson  moved 
a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Ministry. 
But  how  did  the  Government  meet  the  question  ? 
Did  they  use  all  the  forms  of  the  House  so  as  to 
burke  the  question  ?  No ;  they  accepted  the  trial 
gallantly  and  honestly.  Notice  of  motion  was 
given  upon  the  Wednesday,  and  they  said,  "  We 
will  not  go  on  with  any  further  business  until 
this  is  settled ; "  and  on  the  Friday  they  went 
straight  into  the  fight.  What  is  meant,  then, 
when  it  is  said  that  the  Government  are  adopting 
the  tactics  of  their  predecessors  ?  I  will  refer  to 
what  happened  afterwards  directly.  Not  content 
with  defeat,  when  that  question  was  fought  out 
and  settled  in  this  House,  they  brought  up  a 
second  motion  of  no-confidence  in  the  same  ses- 
sion. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — ^The  same  day. 

Mr.  PYKE.— The  same  day  ?    Well,  the  same 
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session,  at  any  rate ;  and  that,  of  course,  was  a 
most  improper  thing  to  do.  Ministers  said,  "  We 
will  not  hare  the  thing  debated  twice  in  one  ses- 
sion ;  the  House  cannot  be  kept  in  a  state  of  up- 
roar." And  let  me  say — allhough  I  haye  not  had 
a  word  on  the  subject  with  any  other  member  of 
our  party,  I  think  I  may  say  this :  that,  if  we  are 
defeated  on  this  want-of-confidence  motion,  we 
will  not  attack  them  again  during  the  session,  but 
will  give  them  every  assistance  in  carrying  out 
their  measures ;  we  will  try  to  improve  them ;  we 
will  rub  up  their  Q-erman  plate  into  honest  Eng- 
lish silver.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about 
precedent.  Now,  if  there  is  one  thing  more 
foolish  than  another  it  is  the  endeavouring  to 
force  upon  a  colonial  Assembly  such  as  this  the 
acts  of  men  at  our  antipodes,  in  order  that  we 
may  be  bound  by  every  foolish  thing  our  fathers 
did.  I  say  we  are  here  to  make  precedents  for 
ourselves.  We  are  laying  the  foundations  of  a 
young  empire.  We  are  making  history.  We 
have  a  right  to  teacli  our  children  what  the  pre- 
cedents and  the  conduct  of  our  public  business 
should  be,  and  need  not  revert  to  the  antique  times 
of  Pitt  and  Fox,  when  they  scarcely  understood 
what  the  privileges  of  Parliament  were,  and  when 
the  King  insisted  on  keeping  his  Ministers  in 
office  against  the  will  of  the  Parliament  and  the 
people.  But  there  is  one  precedent  which,  if 
there  be  any  validity  in  the  vague  threats  impro- 
perly and  unconstitutionally  thrown  out  by  Minis- 
ters, this  House  may  have  to  repeat.  When  the 
power  of  the  Crown  was  growing  too  great  to  be 
borne  in  England,  the  House  of  Commons  passed 
this  resolution,  which  was  placed  on  the  records  of 
the  House :  "  Resolved, — ^That  it  is  necessary  to 
declare  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  has  in- 
creased, is  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  dimin- 
isjied."  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  impute  any  false 
statements  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite, 
but  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  truth  in  the 
insinuation  thrown  out  that,  even  if  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  declare  that  the  present 
Ministry  do  not  posesss  the  confidence  of  the 
House,  they  have  no  power  to  force  them  from 
those  benches — that  there  is  another  power  to 
retain  them  in  office  against  the  will  of  the  repre- 
Bsntatives  of  the  people.  But,  Sir,  if  there  be 
any  such  attempt  made,  the  children  of  the  men 
who  would  not  stoop  to  the  Crown  will  certainly 
not  stoop  to  the  pale  reflex  of  the  Crown  in  this 
colony.  I  have  only  a  few  more  words  to  say ; 
but,  before  proceeding  to  the  next  subject,  there 
is  something  here  which  I  think  it  is  well  I  should 
read  to  the  House.  The  first  is  an  extract  from 
the  speech  of  a  man  whose  name  should  never  be 
mentioned  without  respect  and  reverence :  I 
refer  to  the  illustrious  Edmund  Burke,  once 
himself  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  but  who  fought 
the  battle  of  constitutional  liberty  when  Pitt  was 
wrongfully  retained  in  office  by  the  King.  What 
does  he  say  upon  this  subject  ? — 

"Whenever  we  shall  see  it  expedient  to  ofier 
our  advice  concerning  His  Majesty's  servants, 
who  are  also  those  of  the  public,  we  confidently 
hope  that  the  personal  favour  of  any  Minister,  or 
any  set  of  Ministers,  will  not  be  more  dear  to 
His  Majesty  than  the  credit  and  character  of  the 
Mr.  Pyhe 


House  of  Commons.  It  is  an  experiment  full  of 
peril  to  put  the  representative  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice of  His  Majesty  s  people  in  the  wrong :  it  is 
a  crooked  and  desperate  design,  leading  to  mis- 
chief, the  extent  of  which  no  human  wisdom  can 
foresee,  to  attempt  to  form  a  prerogative  party  in 
the  nation,  to  be  resorted  to  as  occasion  shall 
require,  in  derogation  from  the  authority  of  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled." 

And  if  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  are 
not  content  to  take  Edmund  Burke,  I  will  give 
them  a  later  authority.  Earl  Grey,  in  his  Essay 
on  Parliamentary  Government,  says, — 

"  The  large  power  intrusted  to  the  servants  of 
the  Crown  is  guarded  from  being  abused,  both  by 
their  being  made  to  feel  that  they  must  use  this 
power  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  prepared  to 
meet  the  criticisms  of  opponents  continually  on 
the  watch  for  any  errors  they  may  commit,  and 
also  by  their  being  only  allowed  to  retain  their 
authority  so  long  as  they  possess  the  confidence 
of  Parliament.  The  Ministers  of  the  Crown  are 
bound  to  retire  when  that  confidence  is  with- 
drawn from  them,  and  to  make  way  for  others  to 
whom  it  may  be  granted,  so  that  the  affairs  of 
the  country  may  always  be  conducted  by  men 
who  are  able  to  act  and  speak  with  the  authority 
which  can  only  belong  to  the  Executive  while  it 
is  supported  by  the  Legislature." 

Now,  Sir,  it  has  been  denied  over  and  over 
again  that  there  is  a  majority  in  this  House 
opposed  to  the  Government.  Why  do  they  not 
put  it  to  the  test  once  for  all,  if  they  think 
there  is  not  a  majority  opposed  to  them,  instead 
of  wasting  the  time  of  the  House  by  bringing 
about  debates  which  would  not  take  place  if  once 
we  were  assured  that  those  gentlemen  possess 
the  confidence  of  the  majority  of  this  House  F  It 
is  useless  to  say  there  is  not  a  majority  opposed 
to  them  so  long  as  they  refuse  to  have  the  ques- 
tion answered ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
if  they  had  any  respect  for  themselves  they  would 
have  had  it  answered  long  ago.  Their  retenUoo 
of  office  imder  the  present  circumstances  does  not 
reflect  any  credit  upon  them  nor  upon  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House.  I  think  that  during  the 
past  week — I  mav  say  the  past  eight  or  nine  days 
— this  House  and  the  country  at  large  have  been 
treated  to  spectacles  of  the  most  extraordinary 
kind — spectacles  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of 
parliamentary  government — spectacles  which  I 
trust  will  never  be  repeated  again.  What  have 
we  seen  ?  We  have  seen  the  Ministers  of  the  day 
absolutely  obstructing  the  business  of  this  House  ; 
we  have  seen  the  Ministers  of  the  day  putting 
their  supporters  up  to  speak  with  much  fire  uid 
fury,  with  "  infinite  wrath  and  infinite  despair/' 
to  prevent  the  questions  before  the  House  being 
properly  dealt  or  proceeded  with.  And  we  liave 
seen  that  heaven-born  financier,  that  great  arith- 
metician, who,  I  am  credibly  informed,  "lisped  in 
numbers  "  even  in  his  cradle — we  have  seen  that 
gentleman,  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  standing  up 
in  his  place,  and,  for  party  purposes,  and  party 
purposes  alone,  making  statements  eminently  cal- 
culated to  injure  the  finance  of  this  oountxy  and 
to  retard  its  prosperity.    Well,  Sir,  these  are 
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spectacles  not  at  all  desirable,  and  I  trust  that  we 
shall  see  no  more  of  them.  The  gauntlet  has 
been  thrown  down.  Have  they  the  manliness  to 
take  it  up  ?    I  pause  for  a  replj. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Yes. 

Mr.  PYKB. — Take  it  up  at  once  then,  and  go 
to  the  fight.  We  are  prepared  to  do  it  to-night 
— any  time  they  please.  They  dare  not  take  it 
up.  They  have  not  ransacked  the  pigeon-holes 
enough.  They  have  been  searching  the  pigeon- 
holes for  those  great  scandals  we  have  heard 
them  talk  so  much  about,  and  they  cannot  find 
them.  They  corae  down  day  after  day,  and  they 
do  not  tell  the  House  a  single  thing  that  the 
House  did  not  know  before  they  opened  their 
lips.  I  maintain  that  they  persist  in  carrying  on 
the  government  whilst  they  are  in  a  minority — a 
thing  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted  for  one 
moment.  Let  us  know  who  the  rulers  of  the 
country  are.  Let  us  save  the  time  of  the  House. 
A  Government  that  is  not  able  to  carry  a  single 
measure  has  no  right  to  retain  its  position  on 
the  Treasury  benches  for  one  hour.  My  own 
opinion — and  I  say  it  boldly — is  this :  that  they 
know  very  well  the  fate  before  them ;  that  they 
will  never  allow  the  question  to  come  before  this 
House ;  that  they  will  not  retire  and  go  at  once  to 
His  Excellency  and  say,  "We  cannot  carry  our 
measures  in  the  House ;  we  can  do  nothing  with- 
out the  sanction  and  support  of  the  gentlemen 
opposed  to  us  ;  and  we  place  our  resignations  in 
your  Excellency's  hands."  The  whole  affair  is 
in  a  nutshell.  The  question  before  the  House 
and  the  country  is,  "Shall  you  be  governed 
by  those  who  truly  and  properly  represent 
you,  or  by  a  narrow-minded  oligarchy?"  If 
these  gentlemen  are  honest — I  mean  politically 
honest ;  I  should  be  sorry  to  doubt  their  honesty 
otherwise — I  say  they  will  retire.  If  they  love 
their  country,  they  will  allow  an  opportunity  to 
proceed  with  the  business  of  the  country.  If 
office,  place,  and  power  be  not  their  desire  and 
design,  they  will  take  that  course;  but  if  they 
prefer  to  retain  place  and  power,  either  for  their 
own  ends  or  in  the  hope  of  finding  the  means 
of  maligning  their  opponents,  then,  of  course, 
whatever  resolution  this  House  may  pass  on  this 
or  any  other  question,  they  will  stick  to  their 
seats,  "  ignominious,  but  contented." 

Mr.  SPEiaHT.— Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  dis- 
cuss this  question,  by  nny  means.  I  apprehend, 
as  one  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  puts  it, 
that  this  has  been  a  grand  day  for  young  lawyers 
in  the  House ;  and  I  apprehend  it  has  afforded 
them  great  pleasure  to  show  their  ability  and 
talents  in  the  legal  line.  But  what  I  have  been 
forcibly  impressed  with  for  the  last  few  days  has 
been  that,  whatever  disadvantages  the  discus- 
sions may  possess,  they  have  had  one  advantage 
— that  they  have  given  to  the  young  members, 
who  sit  for  the  first  time  in  the  House  this 
session,  a  baptism  of  fire  which  may  be  of  service 
to  them,  but  which  I  hope  they  will  never  have 
again.  It  is  said  that  the  young  man  who  goes 
into  a  fight  for  the  first  time  is  best  off  if  he  gets 
into  the  tliick  of  the  battle  at  once,  because,  if  he 
escapee  with  his  life,  he  will  fight  with  better  nerve 
afterwards.    In  like  manner,  I  think  the  young 


members  of  this  House  have  now  seen  the  worst 
features  in  connection  with  parliamentary  prac- 
tice. Therefore  we  shall  get  accustomed  to  them 
and  drop  into  the  good  features  by-and-by.  I  am 
not  going  to  discuss  the  matter  ;  but  I  want  to  ask 
a  question  or  two  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
now  hold  possession  of  the  Treasury  benches.  If 
I  am  iu  error  in  the  statement  I  make,  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  be  corrected ;  but  I  think  this  is  the 
best  opportunity  to  get  information  on  a  subject 
which  has  been  troubling  my  mind  for  the  past 
half-hour  or  so.  The  statement  is  made  broad- 
cast that  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
is  preventing  the  passing  of  supplies.  I  want  to 
know  how  he  has  prevented  the  passing  of  sup- 
plies when  the  Ministry  have  not  dared  to  propose 
their  passage.  If  it  is  a  fact  that  no  other  mem- 
ber of  this  House  is  permitted  to  move  the  sus- 
pension of  Standing  Orders  for  the  purpose  of 
passing  supplies,  how  can  supplies  be  passed  if 
the  Government  do  not  themselves  propose  it? 
Therefore  it  is  ungenerous,  unjust,  and  mislead- 
ing to  say  that  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  stands  in  the  way.  But  the  next 
and  most  important  question  I  wish  to  ask  is 
this  :  If  they  came  down  to-night  with  the  inten- 
tion of  asking  for  supplies,  did  they  not  come 
with  a  message  from  the  Governor  to  that  end  ? 
By  what  right  do  they  intercept  that  message  ? 
I  do  not  know  whether  they  possess  that  message 
or  not ;  but,  if  it  be  the  constitutional  practice  for 
these  gentlemen,  who  profess  to  be  so  very  con- 
stitutional, to  intercept  a  message  of  that  kind 
from  the  Governor,  the  sooner  we  understand  it 
the  better.  Is  it  to  be  understood  that  a  message 
can  be  sent  from  the  Gtjvemor  asking  for  supplies, 
and  that  Ministers,  for  party  purposes,  can  pocket 
that  message  and  never  present  it  to  the  House  ? 
That  is  a  matter  which  I  want  to  be  cleared  up 
to  begin  with. 

An  Hon.  Member. — They  are  only  the  messen- 
gers of  the  Governor. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— They  are  only  the  messen- 
gers of  the  Governor,  the  honorable  member 
tells  me.  If  an  ordinary  messenger  intercepted 
any  communication  he  was  intrusted  to  deliver, 
he  would  be  apprehended  for  a  breach  of  trust, 
and,  after  a  proper  trial,  he  would  be  dismissed 
— a  course  wnich  I  think  will  be  pursued  with 
this  Ministry.  If  it  be  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
men on  the  Treasury  benches  think  that  they 
can  delude  the  country  in  this  matter,  they 
are  reckoning  upon  an  amount  of  stupidity  on 
the  part  of  the  country  on  which  they  have  no 
right  to  reckon.  The  country  must  understand 
that,  if  supplies  were  wanted,  they  would  be 
granted ;  and  they  will  also  understand  that,  if 
there  is  an  honest,  distinct  grievance,  the  proper 
time  to  bring  that  grievance  forward  is  when  the 
House  is  moved  into  Committee  of  Supply.  And 
what  greater  grievance  can  there  be  than  the 
grievance  of  a  faction  —  not  of  a  majority  — 
standing  in  the  way  of  transacting  the  business 
of  the  country?  No  greater  grievance  can  be 
brought  forward.  I  take  it  that,  even  suppos- 
ing that  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers did  move  an  amendment  on  the  motion 
for  going  into  Committee  of  Supply,  it  is  not  a 
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matter  which  reqidres  manj  hours'  discussion. 
Sir»  I  think,  notwithstandiug  what  the  honor- 
able member  (Mr.  Dick)  sajs,  that  there  are 
Tery  few  members  who  have  not  made  up  their 
minds  already,  and  who  are  not  perfectly  prepared 
to  go  to  the  Yote  at  any  moment.  That  is,  as 
far  as  their  judgment  of  the  merits  of  the  case 
is  concerned.  But  some  honorable  gentlemen 
are  not  prepared  to  go  to  the  vote,  because  they 
think  that,  by  the  delay  of  a  few  days,  pressure 
can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  some  members — 
pressure  of  an  intellectual  character — that  they 
can  be  convinced  by  means  of  some  kind,  and  that, 
if  they  can  be  convinced,  the  majority  which 
undoubtedly  exists  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  can  be  turned  into  a  minority.  That  is 
the  only  object  of  delay.  Now,  we  understand 
quite  as  well  as  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the 
Treasury  benches  that  that  is  the  whole  object 
they  have  in  view  in  delaying  the  business  of  the 
country.  I  wish.  Sir,  to  ask  the  question,  whe- 
ther or  not  any  Minister  has  a  right  to  intercept 
a  message  from  the  Crown  to  this  House  after 
it  has  been  once  committed  to  him  to  give  to 
this  House. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.  — I  had  hoped  to  escape 
making  a  speech  at  all  upon  the  subjects  that 
have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  House  for  so 
many  nights  past ;  but,  Sir,  after  wliat  we  have 
heard  to-niglit  about  these  great  liberal  measures, 
and  what  we  have  heard  from  each  side  of  the 
House  as  to  the  wish  they  have  not  to  be  credited 
with  the  odium  of  stopping  supplies,  and  to  be 
credited  with  the  glory  of  passing  liberal  mea- 
sures, I  desire  to  say  that,  for  my  part,  I  feel  not 
the  slightest  anxiety  on  the  subject.  I  do  not 
care  who  has,  or  who  has  not,  the  odium  of  stop- 
ping supplies.  I  feel  that,  after  what  I  know,  and 
after  what  I  feel  sure  I  soon  shall  know,  my  duty 
in  the  matter  is  perfectly  dear,  and  it  is  not  for 
me  to  ask  upon  whom  the  odium  will  fall  so  long 
as  I  follow  the  dictates  of  my  own  conscience. 
I  shall,  before  I  sit  down,  give  good  reasons  why 
I  think  it  very  desirable  that  we  should,  let 
the  consequence  be  what  it  may,  continue  those 
gentlemen  on  the  Government  benches  till  they 
have  had  at  least  an  opportunity  to  give  us  the 
Statement  with  regard  to  Native  affairs  which 
they  promised  they  would  give  to-morrow  niglit. 
With  regard  to  the  passing  of  liberal  measures, 
I  must  say  that,  after  having  been  considered  not 
only  a  Liberal,  but  a  Radical,  for  the  last  forty 
years,  it  is  almost  refreshing  to  me  to  think  that 
any  one  could  consider  that  I  am  not  a  Radical — 
tlmt  I  am  for  the  future  to  be  something  more 
respectable — to  be  considered  a  Conserrative,  or 
something  of  that  sort.  Throughout  the  whole 
of  my  life  my  feeUngs  hare  always  been  on  the 
side  of  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest  num- 
ber ;  and  I  am  utterly  indifferent  as  to  how  I 
may  be  classed,  or  what  name  may  be  given  to 
mc,  so  long  as  I  have  an  opportunity  of  doing 
what  I  consider  my  duty  in  carrying  out  the 
measures  that  I  think  most  beneficial  to  the 
greater  portion  of  the  country  in  which  I  live.  I 
do  not  think  that  either  side  of  this  House  has 
any  reason  to  be  particularly  anxious  with  regard 
to  the  credit  of  passing  liberal  measures.  It 
Mr.  Speight 


should  be  in  the  memory  of  all  the  members  of 
the  late  Parliament  that  we  carried  the  most  im- 
portant liberal  measure — a  Bill  for  the  extension 
of  the  franchise — by  a  majority  of  61  to  2.  There 
are  only  two  members  in  this  House  at  the  pre- 
sent time  who  have  any  particular  reason  for 
wishing  to  have  their  characters  cleared  up  on 
that  subject.  One  is  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru,  who  voted  against  that  measure,  and  the 
other  is  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
and  Christchurch  City,  who  destroyed  the  mea- 
sure after  it  was  passed.  It  is  perhaps  desirable 
that  they  should  have  an  opportunity  of  signal- 
izing themselves  in  some  way  by  the  arduous  sup- 
port of  measures  which  they  have  done  so  much 
to  oppose  in  times  past.  But,  with  regard  to  all 
the  rest  of  the  members  of  the  old  House,  I  think 
we  can  afford  to  rest  upon  our  laurels.  We  can 
afford  to  take  the  credit  for  what  we  have  done. 
We  have  shown,  not  by  speeches  and  promises  to 
the  country,  but  by  actual  votes  in  this  House, 
that  we  were  anxious  that  every  man  who  had 
resided  in  the  country  for  twelve  months  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  exercising  a  full  voice  in 
sending  representatives  to  this  House;  Having 
done  that,  I  think  it  idle  for  us  now  to  feel  any 
great  anxiety  as  to  what  the  Qreyites  or  their 
organs  may  call  us,  as  they  are  themselves  a 
peculiar  composite  of  Conservatives  and  Com- 
munists. So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  they  are 
quite  at  liberty  to  call  me  either  one  or  the 
other.  It  will  not  alter  my  course  in  the 
slightest  degree;  and  I  do  not  care  a  straw 
what  name  they  may  choose  to  give  me.  With 
reference  to  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
stan,  who  has  spoken  to-night  with  so  much 
zeal  about  liberal  measures,  perhaps  I  should 
have  included  him  in  the  category  of  those  who 
wish  or  who  need  some  credit  for  their  support 
of  liberal  measures  at  the  present  time ;  because 
those  who  were  in  this  House  twelve  monthe  ago 
will  remember  that  there  was  no  member  who 
spoke  with  so  much  zeal  and  vehemence  against 
the  passing  of  the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill  as 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan.  Those  who 
were  in  this  House  at  that  time  will  remember 
that  he  not  only  spoke  against  it  in  the  moat 
violent  way,  but  urged  the  gentleman  of  whom 
he  has  spoken  so  highly  to-night — Sir  G^eorge 
Grey — to  consider  that  by  passing  that  Bill  ho 
was  doing  the  wcrut  thing  ho  could  possibly  do 
for  the  advancement  of  liberal  measures  in  the 
colony  ;  that  it  was  a  most  illiberal  measure,  and 
would  put  the  representation  of  the  colony  en- 
tirely in  the  hands  of  the  wealthy.  In  addition 
to  that,  the  honorable  gentleman  also  spoke  very 
earnestly  and  voted  against  the  redistribution  of 
seats.  Now,  when  a  gentleman  opposed ^stronglj 
and  vehemently  two  out  of  the  three  liberal  mea- 
sures that  are  now  flaunted  before  the  country,  I 
do  not  think  he  is  in  a  po^^ition  to  stand  up  and 
call  other  members  of  this  House,  who  have  acted 
in  an  entirely  different  way,  the  Conservative  side 
of  the  House,  and  to  say  that  his  natural  in- 
stincts are  nil  on  the  Liberal  side  of  the  House. 
Perhaps  what  I  am  going  to  say  is  what  few  mem- 
bers would  dare  to  utter  just  now;  but  I  mnst  say 
that,  since  we  have  heard  the  Financial  Statement 
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that  was  delirered  in  this  House  two  nights  ago, 
it  does  seem  to  me  little  short  of  hiasphemj  to 
stand  ap  here  and  waste  our  time  in  prating 
about  liberal  measures,  when  we  know  that  tlie 
country  is  on  the  very  verge  of  ruin ;  tbat  it 
is  necessary  that  something  should  be  done  in- 
stantly ;  that  the  whole  course  of  our  proceeding 
must  be  at  once  altered;  and  that  the  whole 
management  of  the  country  must  be  instantly 
placed  in  the  hands  of  more  capable  and  more 
prudent  men  than  those  who  have  brought  it  to 
its  present  condition,  or  else  the  country  is  ruined. 
As  it  is,  I  do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say  that  the 
conduct  of  affairs  during  the  last  two  years  has 
depreciated  the  value  of  the  whole  of  the  property 
in  this  country  by  at  least  a  half. — (No.) — I  say 
that  the  value  of  landed  property  in  New  2iealand 
at  the  present  moment  is  not  more  than  one-half 
of  what  it  was  when  the  late  Government  assumed 
office.  I  do  not  say  that  the  wliole  of  this  great 
depreciation  is  attributable  to  their  conduct,  but 
I  say  that  a  great  deal  of  it  is,  and  that  I  cannot 
imagine  any  conduct  more  directly  calculated  to 
ruin  the  credit  of  this  colony  and  to  bring  about 
a  state  of  disastrous  failure  than  the  conduct  of 
the  honorable  members  who  have  lately  occupied 
those  benches.  Most  of  the  speeches  which  the 
late  Premier  deUvered  when  he  was  in  Christ- 
church  have  been  repeated  in  this  House;  but 
there  are  one  or  two  parts  that  have  not  been 
repeated,  and  perhaps  I  had  better  supply  the 
omission.  The  honorable  gentleman  told  us,  in 
explanation  of  having  once  spoken  of  Canterbury 
as  an  ugly  duck,  that  he  did  not  say  an  ugly 
duck,  but  an  ugly  duckling ;  and  he  then  went  on 
to  explain  that  he  alluded  to  the  story  about 
a  brood  of  ducks  which  had  been  hatched,  and 
amongut  them  was  one  particularly  ugly,  which 
was  called  by  the  rest  "  the  ugly  duckling."  But 
it  happened  to  be  a  swan,  and  as  it  grew  up  it 
became — and  he  deligiited  his  audience  by  re- 
ferring to  Canterbury  —  the  largest,  the  most 
beautiful,  and  the  most  magnificent  of  the  whole. 
Now,  Sir,  when  I  hear  the  honorable  member  try- 
ing to  call  oflfour  attention  from  the  ruin  he  has 
brought  on  this  colony  by  talking  now  of  liberal 
measures,  it  reminds  me,  not  of  the  ugly  duck,  but 
of  the  lame  duck.  Those  of  us  who  are  acquainted 
with  natural  history  know  that  when  we  disturb 
an  old  duck  with  her  young  ones  she  immediatf  ly 
pretends  to  be  lame,  and  nutters  just  before  our 
feet  in  the  hope  that  we  shall  run  after  her  and 
miss  the  valuable  young  birds  which  might  make 
a  good  meal ;  for  the  old  bird  is  worth  nothing 
if  we  catch  her — she  is  nothing  but  bone  in  that 
season,  while  the  young  ones  are  very  nice,  and 
easily  caught.  Now,  I  say  that  the  late  Premier 
has,  with  admirable  tact,  put  his  lame  duck — these 
three  liberal  measures  he  talked  so  much  about — 
before  the  country  to  divert  their  attention,  whilst 
he  has  himself  been  ruining  the  country  with  his 
utter  extravagance  and  ignorance  in  the  matter 
of  finance.  Liberal  measures  are  all  very  well  in 
their  place ;  but  liberal  measures  will  not  restore 
this  country  to  that  state  of  prosperity  which  it 
was  in  when  the  late  Premier  took  office.  Liberal 
measures  may  do  something ;  they  may  do  a  little 
for  08,  but  they  will  not  do  a  very  great  deal ; 


they  will  do  comparatively  little  in  the  w^  of 
promoting  our  material  prosperity.  But  I  do 
say  that  a  little  prudent  finance,  a  little  wise 
economy,  would  have  kept  this  country  in  a  very 
different  position  from  that  in  which  it  is  now 
placed.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  been  de- 
luding the  people  by  shaking  these  liberal  mea- 
sures before  them,  and,  at  the  same  time,  leading 
them  rapidly  to  ruin,  and  indulging  himself  and 
his  colleagues  in  extravagance  such  as  was  never 
known  before  in  this  country.  Pretending  to  con- 
trol finance,  about  which  he  was  equally  ignorant 
and  indifferent,  he  has  been  going  about  the 
country  playing  the  great  man  in  the  "  Hinemoa" 
at  an  expense  of  £10,000  a  year.  Whilst  the 
Native  Minister  has  been  spending  £12,000  in 
making  himself  agreeable  among  the  Maoris, 
without  the  control  of  this  House,  and  in  a 
manner  that  we  know  nothing  about,  the  late 
Minister  for  Public  Works  has,  as  we  were  told 
the  other  night  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  been 
constantly  expending  monev  upon  public  works 
without  any  reference  to  whether  there  was  any 
money  to  expend  or  not  —  he  has  been  simply 
spending  whatever  he  thought  proper,  without  any 
consultation  with  the  Treasurer,  and  when  the 
Treasurer  did  not  even  know  what  amounts  he 
would  be  called  upon  to  pay  next  month.  Whilst 
all  that  has  been  going  on.  Sir,  and  whilst  the 
other  three  members  have  sat  on  those  benches  as 
mere  passive  agents  in  the  ruin  of  the  colony, 
only  too  delighted  to  sit  there  at  all  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, knowing  that  Nature  had  so  entirely 
disqualified  them  for  the  position  —  whilst  this 
has  been  going  on,  the  country  has  been  ap- 
proaching a  state  of  ruin,  not  only  because  the 
members  of  the  Government  were  extravagant  in 
themselves,  but  because  also  they  were  perfectly 
ignorant  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  They 
knew  nothing  about  whera  we  were  going  to ; 
and  now,  as  soon  as  we  get  gentlemen  on  those 
benches  who  can  teU  us  our  position,  we  find  that 
we  are  on  the  verge  of  ruin  and  bankruptcy.  I 
say  the  solvency  or  insolvency  of  this  country  ot 
the  present  moment  depends  entirely  upon  the 
one  question  of  whether  or  not  the  five-million 
loan,  so  large  a  part  of  which  has  already  been 
spent,  has  or  has  not  been  raised  in  England.  I 
do  not  want  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  long 
— I  have  already  spoken  much  longer  than  I 
intended;  but  there  is  another  thing  tbat  has 
cropped  up  this  afternoon  which  makes  me  feel 
that,  let  the  consequences  be  whatever  they  may, 
let  supplies  be  stopped  or  not,  it  is  time  that  we 
knew  something  more  than  we  do  as  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  late  Government  When  I  heard 
this  afternoon  that  a  man  named  Joshua  Jones  re- 
ceived £390  for  services  which  we  know  nothing 
about,  but  which  are  of  a  particularly  suspicious 
character;  when  I  I'ccolleot  the  fact  that  the 
same  Joshua  Jones  was  the  man  whose  name 
was  reluctantly  dragged  out  of  the  late  honorable  ^ 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Barton)  last 
session  as  the  informant  who  furnished  him  with 
the  gross  calumnies  he  uttered  in  this  House 
about  the  Taranaki  District  Judge  and  Magis- 
trates ;  when  I  see  that  he  is  receiving  secret 
money  for  Berfices  we  know  nothing  about ;  when 
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we  hare  brought  out  the  fact  that*  the  ]at« 
GoTernment  has  assisted  him  to  obtain  a  lease  of 
30,000  acres  of  Native  land,  and  that  the  laud 
is  being  surveyed  for  him  at  the  public  expense, 
it  is  time  that  we  should  insist  upon  knowing 
at  any  cost  in  what  character  and  under  what 
pretence  these  things  hare  been  done.  From  the 
many  symptoms  we  hare  seen,  we  know  that  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  public  money  has 
been  lavishly  spent  on  false  pretences  on  the  worst 
of  men,  and  for  the  worst  of  purposes,  not  only 
in  waste  and  extravagance,  not  only  in  indulgence 
and  wickedness  such  as  was  never  known  in  this 
country  before,  but  it  has  been  spent  in  corrup- 
tion— in  assisting  to  secure  the  return  of  mem- 
bers to  this  House  pledged  to  support  the  most 
corrupt  G-ovemment  that  was  ever  seen  in  an 
English  colony.  Sir,  the  present  Government 
need  care  little  about  what  such  men  can  say 
about  their  clinging  to  office  for  a  day  or  two 
after  enough  votes  have  been  obtained  to  remove 
them ;  and  I  trust  that  they  will  stay  there  long 
enough  to  enlighten  us  a  little  further  as  to 
the  expenditure  of  the  Native  Minister  and  the 
employment  of  Joshua  Joneses  in  other  parts  of 
thb  colony. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Any  one  who  listened  carefully  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
must  feel  that  he  has  built  up  charges  of  a  most 
serious  character  upon  the  very  smallest  founda- 
tion. I  much  regretted  to  hear  what  the  honor- 
able gentleman  said,  and  I  challenge  him  to  pro- 
duce the  slightest  ground  for  the  aspersions  he 
has  thrown  upon  the  late  Government.  What 
has  be  told  us  beyond  the  single  fact  that  Joshua 
Jones  received  £390  from  the  Government  ?  Can 
he  say  that  it  was  unfairly  paid  or  received? 
And  he  even  accompanied  that  with  a  statement 
which  is  not  in  accordance  with  fact,  for  he  spoke 
of  Mr.  Jones  as  the  person  who  last  year  fur- 
nished the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Barton)  with  information,  and  whose 
name  was  reluctantly  dragged  from  that  honor- 
able gentlemen.  I  deny  that.  I  was  present,  and 
I  say  that  the  name  was  given  spontaneously. 
It  was  given  the  moment  it  was  asked  for. 

Mr.  BO  WEN.— I  asked  him  for  it  two  or  three 
times  before  he  gave  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  sat  beside  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City,  and  I  assf^rt  that  it  is  a 
perversion  of  words  to  say  the  name  was  dragged 
from  him.  He  gave  it  voluntarily,  and  without 
hesitation.  He  trusted  the  person  who  gave  Ihe 
information.  I  aui  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
he  trusted  him  rightly  or  wrongly,  but  it  is  unfair 
to  speak  of  the  matter  in  the  way  in  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  spoke  of  it.  And  then  he 
is  never  tired  of  speaking  of  the  services  he  has 
rendered  to  the  cause  of  democracy,  and  he  has 
the  hardihood  to  stand  up  and  call  himself  the 
only  real  and  true  Liberal  in  the  House ;  yet  he 
tells  us  that  these  grpat  liberal  measures — and 
he  never  speaks  of  them  without  a  sneer— that 
these  great  liberal  measures  are  nothing  in  com- 
parison with  the  financial  condition  of  the  country 
at  the  present  moifient.  There  the  honorable 
gentleman  "  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag."  I  believe 
that  if  the  present  Government  remain  in  office, 
Mr,  Saunders 


aided  and  assisted  by  the  honorable  gentleman, 
we  shall  hear  before  long  that  these  measures 
are  of  no  consequence,  that  the  House  must 
devote  its  attention  to  the  financial  position,  and 
that  these  measui^es  must  go.  It  is  such  state- 
ments as  these  that  shake  my  faith  in  their 
sincerity,  and  caused  me  to  mistrust  them  from 
the  first.  One  or  two  other  remarks  fell  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  which  ought  not  to  pass 
without  comment.  One  of  them  was,  that  the 
late  Government  is  answerable  for  the  dreadful 
condition  of  the  finances  of  the  colony.  Now,  in 
the  first  place,  I  absolutely  deny  that  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  colony  is  what  it  was  made 
out  to  be  in  the  prospective  Statement  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer.  He  tells  us  of  the  large 
deficiency  we  shall  have,  provided  he  is  allowed 
to  under-estimate  the  revenue  as  he  likes,  and 
provided,  also,  that  no  steps  are  taken  to  meet 
a  deficiency.  Is  it  possible  that  any  Government 
could  sit  on  those  benches  and  not  see  that  there 
was  a  deficiency  to  be  faced,  and  not  prepare  in  all 
legitimate  vrays  to  face  it  ?  I  maintain  that  the 
present  difficulty  is  largely  due  to  the  present 
Colonial  Treasurer,  who  prevented  the  Govern- 
ment getting  a  four-million  loan  in  1877,  and 
only  allowed  them  two  milUons  and  a  half.  Then, 
again,  what  has  the  late  Government  done  to 
cause  this  dreadful  financial  distress  ?  What 
has  it  done  to  cause  this  extraordinary  depres- 
sion throughout  the  colony  ?  Is  it  the  land-tax 
(hat  has  done  it?  I  believe  the  honorable  gentle- 
man voted  for  that.  What  else  have  the  late 
Ministry  done?  Is  it  the  system  of  pubhc 
works  ?  Who  initiated  that  ^stem,  which  every- 
body knew  must  end  in  difficulty  in  the  long- 
run  ?  The  honorable  gentlemen  now  in  office 
had  a  larger  hand  in  that  than  anybody  else, 
and  if  anybody  is  responsible  for  it  they  are. 
Year  by  year  the  public  Press  denounced  the 
manner  in  which  the  borrowed  money  was  being 
spent.  The  very  furniture  in  this  Chamber  was 
paid  for  out  of  borrowed  money,  our  public  build- 
ings were  erected  out  of  it,  and  it  was  always 
declared  that  if  the  money  vras  spent  for  such 
purposes  a  crash  must  come;  and,  because  the 
late  Government  were  in  office  when  the  crash 
did  come,  the  honorable  gentleman  tells  us  that 
they  alone  are  responsible  for  it.  I  feel  that 
it  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the  largeness 
of  the  question  before  us,  and,  if  the  honorable 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  will  not  agree  to 
the  motion  for  adjournment,  we  must  cany  on 
the  debate  as  a  want-of -confidence  debate,  so  that 
when  we  come  to  the  want-of-confidcnce  motion 
we  can  go  to  the  rote  without  delay.  I  therefore 
hope  the  House  will  excuse  me  if  I  detain  it  a 
little  longer.  Sir,  some  very  curious  things  have 
been  said  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  I  heard 
it  stated  that  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  present 
Government  were  so  anxious  to  bring  forward 
a  liberal  policy  was  this  :  that  they  wanted  to 
deprive  Sir  George  Grey  of  one  pretext  for  gain- 
ing popularity.  That  statement  was  made  by 
the  Minister  of  Lands.  Delilah  was  to  shear 
Samson  of  his  locks:  but  they  will  find  that 
the  Samson  they  sought  to  shear  is  as  strong  as 
ever,  and  that  his  name  will  be  as  respected  and 
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as  popular  throughout  the  country  in  tbe  future 
as  it  has  heen  in  the  past.  Thej  will  find  that 
the  man  who  introduced  these  measureSi  who 
called  puhlio  attention  to  them,  who  pointed  out 
their  adrantage,  has  not  lost  his  influence  in  the 
country,  and  that  he  stands  at  this  moment  head 
and  shoulders  above  the  whole  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  G-orernment.  Whj,  Sir,  on  all  sides 
honorable  members  tell  us  how  vainly  they  tried 
to  bring  forward  liberal  measures  in  the  past. 
The  honorable  member  for  Cheviot  tells  us  he  has 
tried  it.  I  heard  another  member  who  is  not 
now  among  us  say  that  for  twenty-three  years 
he  had  been  endeavouring  to  bring  forward  liberal 
measures.  But  all  these  efforts  were  vain.  None 
of  these  gentlemen  possessed  the  power  or  the 
abihty  to  do  it.  They  had  not  sufficient  influence 
to  draw  public  attention  to  the  subject.  But 
at  last  a  man  came  forward  who  raised  a  cry 
throughout  New  Zealand  that  he  would  have  these 
measures  passed,  and  it  is  astonishing  how  men 
who  were  always  opposed  to  their  passing  turn 
round  and  say  that  they  are  Liberals,  and  that 
they  will  pass  these  measures  now.  It  is  not 
because  they  admire  them,  not  because  they  be- 
lieve in  them,  but  simply  because  it  will  deprive 
the  previous  Government  of  the  credit  of  having 
passed  them.  Then  we  were  also  told  that 
the  late  Ministry  has  made  popular  government 
hateful  to  the  country.  I  fail  to  see  it.  I 
say,  with  regret,  that  the  present  Government 
are  making  parliamentary  government  hateful 
throughout  the  country.  They  are  lowering  the 
Parliament  in  the  eyes  of  the  country.  They  are 
a  helpless  minority  factiously  opposing  the  pro- 
gress of  business  in  this  House,  without  any  great 
cause  to  plead  in  extenuation  of  their  action. 
They  cannot  say  that  former  Gk>vemmeuts  have 
done  as  they  are  doing,  for  they  have  always  been 
able  toplead  that  they  had  a  great  cause  to  fight 
for.  What  great  cause  have  the  present  Govern- 
ment ?  By  their  own  admission  last  night,  they 
merely  wanted  to  deprive  the  leader  of  the  late 
Ooverument  of  the  credit  of  passing  these  mea- 
sures, to  deprive  him  of  the  popularity  which 
they  had  themselves  so  often  sought  and  failed 
to  obtain.  That  is  the  case.  Can  they  tell  of 
any  other,  as  they  sit  there  so  charmingly  help- 
less ?  Can  they  give  us  any  other  reason  for  their 
obstruction?  The  honorable  gentleman  tells  us 
that  it  is  ill  work  to  prate  of  liberal  measures 
while  the  finances  of  the  country  are  in  such  a 
condition  that  they  demand  our  undivided  and 
serious  attention.  Is  not  that  a  reason  why  those 
honorable  gentlemen,  if  they  really  have  the  wel- 
fare of  the  country  at  heart,  should  test  their 
strength  in  this  House  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment?  It  is  delaying  the  consideration  of 
those  financial  measures  to  decline  to  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply  to-nieht.  If  they  have  the 
welfare  of  the  country  at  heart — if  they  for  one 
moment  wish  to  maintain  for  Parliament  the 
respect  of  the  people  of  the  country — then,  I  say, 
the  sooner  they  test  the  question  of  their  strength 
the  better,  for  the  sooner  will  they  know  whether 
they  can  carry  out  the  measures  which  the  coun- 
try demands.  I  should  not  like  to  give  asperity 
to  this  debate,  and  wish  to  put  up  with  aU  these 


vexatious  del^s  and  annoyances  with  the  best 
temper  ;  but  I  put  it  to  honorable  gentlemen  on 
those  benches  whether  they  can  even  sleep  at 
night  comfortably  in  the  position  they  now  oc- 
cupy. The  one  solitary  ground  on  which  they 
stood  at  first  was  this,  that  we  are  bound  to  give 
to  a  new  Ministry  a  fair  hearing.  Sir,  they  know 
well  that  that  ground  is  solely  based  upon  the  Eng- 
lish practice  of  old  days,  when  the  Sovereign 
personally  appointed  Ministers,  and  therefore  it 
was  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  Sovereign  that  they 
should  have  a  hearing.  They  know,  too,  that 
tliey  got  into  office  in  a  most  irregular  way — 
that  they  would  never  have  got  there  if  they  had 
brought  forward  a  simple  vote  of  want  of  confi- 
dence. They  got  there  by  a  side-wind,  and  are 
sitting  there  by  tricks  which  will  make  their  sup- 
porters ashamed  of  the  course  which  they  have 
been  forced  to  take,  and  which  is  bringing  this 
Parliament  very  low  in  the  eyes  of  the  country. 
I  would  therefore  appeal  to  them  to  rise  above 
those  tricks  of  which  they  were  so  fond  of  ac- 
cusing the  opposite  party  as  being  guilty.  They 
call  themselves  the  Constitutional  party,  they  pos- 
tured as  the  very  Bayards  of  debate,  and  yet  they 
are  now  violating  the  fundamental  principle  of 
constitutional  government  —  that  the  majority 
shall  rule.  I  urge  upon  them,  before  it  is  too 
late,  to  reconsider  their  position,  and  to  face  like 
men  the  difficulty  which  they  have  brought  about 
for  U8,  for  themselves,  and  for  the  country. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  for  ten  minutes,  while  I  endeavour  to 
place  it  in  its  proper  position.  Before  commencing 
my  own  remarks,  I  should  like  to  use  a  quotation 
from  an  old  Scotch  poet,  which  well  applies  under 
present  circumstances : — 

O  wsd  lome  power  the  giftis  gie  us 

To  tee  oarsers  aa  ithera  see  ui. 

I  feel  quite  satisfied  that  it  will  do  honorable  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House  a  great  deal  of 
good  if  they  will  bear  that  quotation  in  mind. 
And  now,  what  position  are  we  placed  in  to- 
night? i'he  whole  contention  is  simply  this: 
Shall  the  rote  of  want  of  confidence  be  taken  on 
Friday  or  on  Tuesday  ?  The  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, at  the  beginning  of  last  week,  wished  tbe 
Gt)vernment  to  fix  a  day  on  which  this  want-of- 
confidence  motion  should  be  taken.  The  Premier 
repUed  that,  as  soon  as  the  Government  found  it 
convenient  for  the  vote  to  be  brought  forward, 
they  would  fix  a  day.  Time  progressed,  and  we 
found  ourselves  in  this  position  last  week  :  The 
Premier — who  was  then  still  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition— said,  "  On  Wednesday  I  shall  be  ready  to 
give  a  brief  rSsunU  of  the  programme  of  my 
Government,  and  on  Thursday  I  shall  be  able 
to  give  the  House  the  details  and  particulars." 
Then  the  late  Premier,  Sir  George  Grey,  stood 
up  and  said,  *'  I  do  not  wish  to  sit  upon  these 
benches  a  moment  longer  than  I  can  help :  will 
you  relieve  me  at  once  r '*  The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position said,  "  I  cannot  do  it ;  I  want  time ;  I  will 
give  good  reasons  to  the  House  why  the  Ministry 
are  not  sworn  in."  And  then  the  House  ad- 
journed. Wednesday  came,  and  then  those  gentle- 
men, being  on  the  Government  benches,  asked 
the  House  to  adjourn  again  until  the  following 
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Tuesday.  Opposition  said,  "No;  you  haye  had 
sufficient  time,  and  have  been  long  enough  in 
Wellington  to  make  yourselres  fully  acquainted 
with  the  requirements  of  the  country.  We 
therefore  consider  that  you  are  only  entitled 
to  an  adjournment  till  Friday,  to  mature  your 
measures  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  lay  them  be- 
fore the  House."  The  Premier  wanted  an  ad- 
journment till  Tuesday.  "No,"  the  Opposition 
said,  "you  shall  not  have  it."  I  will  put  the 
Premier  in  the  position  of  a  schoolboy  before  his 
schoolmaster.  The  schoolmaster  says,  "John, 
you  go  home,  and  come  back  here  on  Friday,  and 
then  I  will  see  how  you  have  progressed  with 
your  lessons."  On  Friday  the  Premier  came 
back,  and  held  his  book  up  to  the  schoolmaster, 
and  proceeded  to  read  the  task  he  had  been 
leamine.  But  he  had  no  sooner  done  reading 
than  the  schoolmaster  said,  "John,  you  have 
been  cribbing ;  you  roust  go  home  again :  I  do 
not  want  you  here  till  Tuesday."  Accordingly 
he  was  sent  back  home  as  a  bad  boy.  Then,  on 
Tuesday  the  same  thing  occurred.  But  there  is 
this  besides :  There  is  another  honorable  gentle- 
man, the  Colonial  Treasurer,  a  fellow-scholar  with 
the  JPremier,  who  was  promised — by  both  sides  of 
the  House — that  he  would  be  allowed  to  give  the 
House  a  retumS  of  what  he  intends  to  do  with 
reference  to  the  question  of  finance.  He  makes 
bis  Statement ;  and  what  can  the  House  and  the 
country  think  of  the  honorable  gentleman  and 
his  Statement,  except  that  he  has  done  all  that  he 
can  to  injure  the  credit  of  the  colony  P  That 
brings  us  to  Wednesday ;  and  then  we  have  the 
same  thing  again — the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
claim  to  be  the  Government  have  refused  point- 
blank  every  day  this  week  to  have  this  question 
of  no-confidence  tried.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  say  those  .honorable  gentlemen  have,  in 
my  opinion,  and,  I  believe,  in  the  opinion  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  this  House,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  every  cc^onist  who  has  an  interest 
in  p(Mitical  affairs,  brought  the  government  of 
the  oobny  into  disgrace.  They  were  termed  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Pamell  the  "detec- 
tive Ministry  ;"  but,  instead  of  that,  I  think  they 
have  gone  a  step  farther,  and  should  now  be  called 
the  "  Tite  Barnacle"  Ministry,  because  they  stick 
as  tightly  to  those  benches  as  barnacles  do  to  the 
bottom  of  a  ship.  I  would  ask,  in  what  different 
position  are  we  now  from  that  in  which  we  were  a 
week  ago  ?  Here  is  Thursday  evening,  and  we  have 
been  doing  nothing  all  the  week.  The  honorable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Gt)vemment  is 
simply  told,  "  If  you  will  only  allow  the  want-of- 
confideuce  motion  to  come  on  on  Friday,  we  will 
grant  you  supplies."  I  am  sure,  if  he  under- 
stood the  true  position  in  which  he  stands,  he 
would  have  consented  to  that  proposition,  instead 
of  putting  the  matter  off  week  by  week.  His 
answer  is,  "  Ko,  I  will  not ;  it  may  come  on  on 
Tuesday."  If  he  had  allowed  it  to  be  taken  on 
Friday,  the  Opposition  would  have  consented  to 
hear  the  Native  Minister  make  his  Statement. 
They  would,  I  think,  have  acted  wisely  in  doing 
so,  because  it  has  been  stated,  inside  this  House 
and  outside  of  it,  and  has  been  commented  on  in 
the  Press,  that  there  is  eomethiog  to  be  disdosed 
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in  that  Statement  which  will  materially  affect  the 
position  of  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  re- 
cently sat  on  the  Government  benches.  But  now 
I  begin  to  think  that  we  shall  have  no  glaring 
disclosures  whatever  made,  and  that  there  will 
be  nothing  in  that  Statement  which  will  induce 
honorable  members  on  this  side  of  the  House  to 
lose  confidence  in  the  leaders  of  tlieir  party.  I 
will  give  a  good  reason  for  thinking  so.  When 
I  found  an  attempt  made  this  ^ternoon  —  a 
cowardly  attempt,  under  the  drcumstanoes — to 
unseat  one  of  the  Maori  members,  I  was  led  to 
believe  that  what  they  expected  from  the  State- 
ment of  the  Native  Minister  was  not  likely  to  be 
got,  and  that  they  were  simply  trying  to  turn 
out  one  or  two  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  so  that  they  might  have  a  majority.  I 
say  also  that  the  statements  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot,  together  with  some  of 
the  statements  made  by  the  new  Ministers,  will 
injure  the  credit  of  the  colony.  Such  statements 
from  private  members  are  bad  enough,  but  when 
they  are  made  by  gentlemen  after  they  have 
taken  the  position  of  Ministers  they  still  further 
injure  the  credit  of  the  colony.  Therefore  I  »y 
the  sooner  we  prevent  them  doing  any  more  in- 
jury the  better  will  it  be^for  the  colony,  and  the 
more  will  it  redound  to  our  own  credit.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  hear  the  Hon.  the  Native 
Minister's  Statement  on  Friday ;  and,  if  we  are 
not  driven  into  late  hours  by  a  debate  on  that 
Statement,  there  will  be  plenty  of  time  for  it 
to  be  dealt  with.  But  if  it  comes  to  hidf-past 
twelve  o'clock,  and  we  can  take  no  new  busi- 
ness, then  the  no-confidence  motion  will  have 
to  be  made  on  Tuesday.  When  these  honor- 
able gentlemen  stated  that  it  would  take  a  long 
time  to  discuss  the  want-of-confidence  motion,  it 
simply  showed  me  plainly  enough  what  their 
intentions  were.  They  intended,  knowing  them- 
selves to  be  in  a  minority,  that  the  country 
should  bo  governed  by  a  minority  in  defiance  c^ 
the  will  of  a  majority  of  this  House.  That  state- 
ment shows  plainly  enough  to  members  of  this 
House  the  intentions  of  the  honorable  gentlemen 
who  now  hold  the  Government  benches.  I  say 
there  was  no  need  whatever  for  even  half-an- 
hour's  discussion  as  to  whether  they  should  hdd 
that  position  or  not.  Although  I  do  not  hold 
the  leadership  of  the  Opposition,  and  am  only 
one  of  the  rank-and-file,  I  think  I  may  safely  say 
we  do  not  want  to  debate  the  question.  If  dur- 
ing the  last  three  weeks  there  has  not  been  dis- 
cussion enough  as  to  who  should  be  on  those 
benches,  then  there  is  no  use  in  debating  at  all. 
That  brings  me  to  the  fact  that  there  is  very 
Uttle  to  say  in  favour  of  the  debates  that  have 
taken  place  here.  They  only  lead  me  to  think 
that  what  I  was  taught  as  a  schoolboy  was  true, 
— "If  you  want  to  learn  good  morals  as  to 
truthfulness,  do  not  apply  to  a  member  of  Par- 
liament ; "  because,  from  what  I  have  heard  those 
honorable  gentlemen  say  since  they  have  gone 
over  to  that  side  of  the  House,  and  from  com- 
paring it  with  what  they  said  when  they  were 
on  this  side,  I  am  led  to  think  that  they  do  not 
beheve  what  they  themselves  say.  If  Mcmtard 
yrere  printed  now,  and  the  whole  debate  taken 
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word  by  word,  we  would  see  that  the  GoTeniment 
par^  haye  used  their  best  endeaTours  to  make 
olacK  white  and  white  no  colour  at  all.  They 
took  the  precedents  which  suited  them  when  they 
were  on  this  side  of  House.  They  ransacked  the 
library,  and  told  us  that  it  was  not  constitutional 
for  the  G-OTemment  to  act  as  it  then  did. 
But,  now  that  they  have  got  on  the  Government 
benches,  they  tell  us  it  is  quite  constitutional, 
and  that  as  a  GoTemment  they  should  have  a 
fair  trial.  It  may  be  constitutional  or  it  may 
not,  but  we  find  that  in  times  past  precedents 
were  established  at  certain  periods.  An  indi- 
yidnal  went  into  the  House  of  Commons  and 
cleared  away  all  precedents ;  and  the  great  pre- 
cedent he  then  established  suited  the  country. 
I  allude  to  Oliver  Cromwell.  We  are  now 
drifting  into  the  very  same  state  of  things  in 
New  Zealand.  We  find  precedents  taken  by  a 
lawyer  on  this  side  of  the  House  and  twisted 
one  way,  while  they  are  taken  by  another 
lawyer  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  and 
twisted  another  way.  With  all  these  prece- 
dents we  simply  come  back  to  the  question — 
Are  we — as  common-sense  men,  sent  here  to  legis- 
late and  do  our  best  for  the  Colony  of  New  Zea- 
land —  are  we  to  be  tied  down  by  those  pre- 
cedents, or  are  we  simply  to  get  the  government 
of  the  country  placed  on  a  sound  constitutional 
basis?  Quite  enough  time  has  been  lost.  The 
whole  question  between  the  two  sides  is  whether 
the  debate  should  be  taken  on  Friday  or  Tuesday, 
and  if  the  Premier  would  consent  to  open  the 
debate  on  Friday,  and  then  adjourn  till  Tuesday, 
there  would  be  an  end  to  the  difficulty.  Such 
being  the  case,  the  Government  have  no  right 
to  say  that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  are 
stopping  supplies.  Nothing  could  be  fairer  than 
the  statement  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
He  said  to  the  Treasurer,  "We  do  not  wish 
to  bring  on  this  no-confidence  vote  at  all  to- 
m'ght,  or  to  take  advantage  of  the  suspension  of 
Standing  Orders.  If  you  promise  to  take  it 
on  Friday,  we  will  give  supplies.**  This  was  re- 
fused by  the  Treasurer,  and  hence  we  are  not 
responsible  for  the  delay.  I  do  not  believe  in 
the  sincerity  of  the  Government  when  they  say 
they  have  the  interests  of  the  country  at  heart. 
They  said  that  subsidies  were  owing  to  the  local 
governing  bodies,  and  salaries  to  the  Civil  ser- 
vants, and  that  there  was  only  £40,000  in  the 
Treasury  to  meet  them.  If  they  really  wished  to 
make  those  payments,  why  did  they  not  accept 
the  offer  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  take 
the  no* confidence  debate  on  Friday  ?  They  alone 
will  be  responsible  if  any  delay  takes  place,  or  if 
any  injury  is  done.  We  have  been  told  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  when  in  Christchurch 
tried  to  delude  the  intelligent  citizens  there  as 
regards  their  position.  We  have  been  termed 
greyhounds;  now  he  has  been  termed  a  lame 
duck ;  and  I  do  not  know  what  term  will  be 
used  next.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  all  this 
change  was  brought  about  by  the  arrangements 
regaining  a  public  meeting  held  not  long  before 
last  session.  According  to  Mansard,  we  find  that 
not  long  ago  the  same  honorable  member  was  sit- 
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ting  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  that  he  had 
nothing  but  good  words  to  say  about  the  gentle- 
man he  was  then  following  as  leader.  With  re- 
gard to  what  has  been  said  respecting  our  finan- 
cial position,  I  do  not  think  that  during  the  four 
months  the  late  Premier  was  Treasurer  he  could 
have  got  the  finances  into  the  bad  state  in  which 
they  are  said  to  be.  Then  we  have  been  told  a 
great  deal  about  something  which  was  picked  out 
of  the  pigeon-holes,  and  which  was  flourished 
about  by  the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti 
three  days  before  it  came  before  this  House. 
When  this  matter  was  talked  about  in  the  lobbies, 
a  great  deal  of  capital  was  made  out  of  it,  and  it 
was  said  that  it  was  going  to  be  proved  to  the 
House  and  the  country  that  Sir  George  Gh^y  was 
not  the  friend  of  the  working-roan.  I  know  that 
when  honorable  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
House  first  heard  of  it  they  thought  there  was 
something  in  it.  But  the  explanation  was  a  very 
fair  one.  When  that  telegram  was  sent  Home 
in  February  last,  there  was  a  great  dearth  of 
labour  in  the  colony.  In  Canterbury,  where  I 
was  at  that  time,  farmers  were  crying  out  for 
labour,  and  they  were  paying  15s.  or  16s.  per  day 
for  harvesters.  The  very  class  of  people  of  whom 
the  present  Government  are  the  leaders  were  cry- 
ing out  for  labour;  and,  seeing  that  that  was 
the  case  in  February,  March,  April,  and  May, 
the  Premier  was  perfectly  right  in  telegraphing 
Home  for  six  thousand  able-bodied  men.  Now, 
the  reasons  for  this  are  manifold.  In  the  first 
place,  when  the  late  Premier  telegraphed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  those  able-bodied  men,  he 
did  not  send  for  paupers — or  •*  powpers,"  as  one 
honorable  gentleman  ealled  them.  He  simply  sent 
for  six  thousand  able-bodied  men,  and  in  doing 
so  acted  the  part  of  a  truly  liberal  Minister. 
The  Secretary  of  State  insulted  this  country  by 
sending  that  despatch  to  the  guardians  of  the 
poor.  We  find  that  in  the  Old  Country  distress  was 
then  prevalent.  Two  or  three  wars  were  raging ; 
there  were  several  meetings  of  trade  unions ;  and 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  surplus  labour  in  the 
Old  Country.  Those  men  were  able  and  willing 
to  work.  They  wished  to  come  to  some  more 
favoured  land.  And  when  the  Premier  sent  that 
telegram  he  tried  to  get  that  class  of  men.  I  say 
that  in  this  colony  we  have  a  feeling  of  sympathy 
for  those  suffering  people  in  the  Home-country, 
and,  if  those  six  thousand  men  were  sent  out 
here,  there  is  not  a  man  in  New  Zealand  who 
would  not  welcome  them,  even  if  they  caused  us 
a  little  temporary  hardship,  or  perhaps  som^  in- 
creased taxation.  Then,  again,  we  find  that  the 
gentlemen  who  are  now  on  the  Government 
benches  first  commenced  bringing  out  immi- 
grants who  cost  £20  to  £25  each  to  the  colony. 
In  the  late  Premier's  telegram,  the  Home  Gt)vem- 
ment  were  asked  to  send  out  these  men  free  of 
charge ;  so  that  we  should  have  saved  at  least 
£20  per  head  on  six  thousand  immigrants,  or  in 
all  £120,000.  I  say  that  was  a  masterpiece  of 
finance  on  the  part  of  the  late  Premier.  Fur- 
thermore, wo  were  asking  for  a  loan  in  July 
last.  The  Loan  Bill  would  be  sent  Home,  and 
at  the  time  the  money  was  raised  these  six 
thousand  men  would  arrive  in  the  colony — be- 
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cause,  of  course,  they  would  not  all  be  sent  out 
at  once.  Novr,  when  this  loan  was  raised, 
and  the  men  came  out  here,  seeing  that  we 
had  a  Liberal  Government  in  power  which  had 
decided  to  throw  open  the  land  to  the  people  of 
the  colony,  they  would  find  employment  on  the 
public  works,  and  be  afterwards  settled  upon  the 
public  lands ;  so  that  there  would  be  no  lost  at 
all  to  the  colony.  Taking  these  things  into  con- 
sideration, there  is  eyery  reason  to  believe  that 
sending  that  telegram  Home  in  February  last  by 
the  Premier  was  a  wise  act.  There  has  been  a 
financial  crisis  since  then ;  consequently  we  have 
now  an  overplus  of  labour.  That  has  no  doubt 
been  brought  about  solely  by  the  financial  crisis. 
We  sliould  not,  as  members  of  this  House,  allow 
such  an  accusation  to  be  made  without  refuting 
it  •,  and  I  think  the  refutation  I  have  given  is 
the  true  one.  In  the  present  state  of  anairs,  I 
am  prepared  to  take  up  this  position :  that,  if 
the  no-confidence  motion  is  not  allowed  to  be 
brought  on,  not  one  proposition  which  comes  from 
the  Government  benches  shall  be  discussed,  if  my 
Tote  can  prevent  it.  We  are  now  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  whereas  what  has  been 
referred  to  as  occurring  in  1877  took  place  at  the 
end  of  that  session,  and  I  think  the  Government 
were  then  quite  right  in  refusing  to  allow  affairs 
to  be  upset.  Now  we  are  only  commencing  this 
session.  We  will  have  those  important  measures 
before  us  which  the  country  is  expecting,  and  we 
cannot  have  satisfactory  measures  unless  we  have 
gentlemen  on  the  GK>vemment  benches  who  com- 
mand the  confidence  of  the  majority  of  this  House. 
I  hope  and  trust  the  Government  will  see  their 
way  clear  to  take  the  want-of-oonfidence  motion 
late  on  Friday,  and  then  adjourn  the  debate  till 
Tuesday. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 
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First  Readingfl— Indieenoat  Gnuwet— Benfter  Run  369— 
Gnin  Traffic  on  Kailwmya— Gisbome  Supreme  Court 
Sittings— Stafford  Town  Telegraph  aAd  Money-Order 
Station  —  Police  Court  Payments  by  Stamps  — Coal 
Mines — Waipawa  Court — Napier-Manawatn  Railway 
—  Waikato  Kailway  —  Auckland  City  West—  Chrisu 
church  City— Papakura  Telegraph  and  Post  Office — 
Pukekohe  Courthouse  —  Clire  Election  —  Inangahua 
Sheep  Inspector— Nelson  Waste  Lands— Pauati^anui 
Telegraph  Station— Native  Statement. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebd. 

FIEST  READINGS. 
Te  Aro  Reclamation  Bill,  Liverpool  and  Lon- 
don  and  Qlobe  Insurance  Company  Bill,  Land 
Transfer  Bill,  Auckland  Turnpike  Bill,  Heathcote 
Bridges  Bill. 

INDIGENOUS  GRASSES. 
Mr.  GEORGE  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
When  the  third  and  fourth  parta  of  **  The  Indi- 
genous Grasses  of  New  Zealand  "  will  be  in  the 
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!  bands  of  members?  Also,  if  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Gx>Temment  to  forward  copies  to  late  mem- 
bers, who  hare  received  the  first  and  second  parts  ? 
He  would,  by  leave  of  the  House,  add  the  follow- 
ing words  to  the  question  :  "Also,  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  give  instructions  that  copies  of  Parta 
I.  and  IL  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  members  of 
this  House  who  were  not  members  of  last  Parlia* 
ment?" 

Mr.  HALL,  in  reply  to  the  first  part  of  the 
question,  might  say  that  about  150  copies  of  the 
third  and  fourth  parts  of  the  work  would  be  ready 
to  be  issued  in  a  few  days,  and  would  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  members  tlien.  The  Government 
would  also  supply  copies  of  the  first  and  second 
parts  to  members  who  had  not  been  in  the  House 
last  session.  They  did  not  think,  however,  thai 
they  would  be  justified  in  sending  copies  of  the 
third  and  fourth  parta  to  late  members. 

BENGER  RUN  869. 

Mr.  IRELAND  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
When  the  Government  propose  offering  for  sale 
the  surveyed  sections  on  Run  369,  Benger  Dis- 
trict, intended  to  be  opened  under  the  pastoral 
deferred-payment  system  ? 

Mr.  ROLLKSTON  replied  that  a  Bill  was  now 
before  Parliament  which  provided  for  the  altere- 
tions  in  respect  to  dealing  with  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  these  lands.  As  the  law  now  stood, 
the  proceeds  went  to  the  county  absolutely.  Aa 
soon  as  the  amendment  of  tlie  law  had  been  con- 
sidered by  Parliament,  the  Government  would 
take  action,  iu  the  direction  indicated  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  his  question,  for  the  sale 
of  these  lands. 

GRAIN  TRAFFIC  ON  RAILWAYS. 
'  Mr.  BO  WEN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Qt)vemment  will  make  pro- 
vision for  weighing  gnin  and  other  farm  produce 
at  the  railway  stations  where  such  goods  are  re- 
ceived for  transit?  It  used  to  be  the  habit  in 
Canterbury  to  have  all  produce  weighed  at  the 
railway-stations  where  it  was  delivered.  That 
practice,  however,  had  been  given  up.  The 
farmers  had  reasonable  grounds  to  complain  that 
they  were  at  present  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
buyers,  as  the  grain  was  only  weighed  after  it  had 
passed  out  of  their  hands  at  the  place  of  ship- 
ment. He  wished  to  know  whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  the  old  system  restored. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that  as  soon  as  he  had 
noticed  this  question  on  the  Paper  he  had  placed 
himself  in  communication  with  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Railways  of  both  Islands,  and  was  stiU 
awaiting  their  report  on  the  matter.  He  would 
acquaint  the  honorable  gentleman  with  the  na- 
ture of  that  report  in  a  day  or  two. 

GISBORNE  SUPREME  COURT  SITTINGS. 

Mr.  McDonald  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  intend  to  cause  a  sitting  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  be  holden  at  Gisbome,  in  the  District 
of  Poverty  Bay,  every  six  months  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that,  as  far  as  the 
Government  were  at  present  informed,  tliere  was 
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no  reason  for  holdine  a  eesBion  of  the  Supreme 
Court  at  Giflbome.  The  District  Court  sat  there 
periodically,  and  of  course  it  would  entail  Tery 
considerable  expense  on  the  country  if  sittings  of 
the  Supreme  Court  were  held  there. 

Mr.  McDonald  said  the  Distiiict  Court'  had 
never  sat  there. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  would  be  very  glad  to  con- 
fer witb  the  honorable  gentleman  on  the  subject, 
but  his  impresfiion  was,  it  did  sit  there. 

Mr.  Mcdonald  said  it  had  never  sat  there 
yet. 

STAFFORD  TOWN  TELEGRAPH  AND 
MONEY-ORDER   STATION. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther it  is  their  intention  to  keep  a  promise  made 
80  far  back  as  1876  to  have  telegraph  and  money- 
order  of&ces  established  at  Stafford  Town,  Arahura 
District,  Westland?  In  1876  the  honorable 
member  for  Kaiapoi,  who  was  then  in  the  Minis- 
try, paid  a  visit  to  the  West  Coast,  and  made  a 
promise  that  a  telegraph  and  money-order  office 
should  be  established  at  this  town.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  town  was  from  1,000  to  1,500,  and 
there  was  no  doubt  that  it  was  very  necessary 
that  such  an  office  should  be  established  there. 

Mr.  HALL  referred  to  Hansard^  1877,  where 
he  found  a  question  put  by  the  late  member  for 
Hokitika  (Mr.  Barff)  as  to  "  Why  the  sum  of 
£550  voted  last  year  for  the  erection  of  a  post 
office  and  telegraph  office  at  Gt)ldsborough  has 
not  been  expended?"  To  that  question  Mr. 
Larnach  replied,  "that  the  General  Manager  of 
the  Telegraph  Department  informed  him  it  was 
not  the  intention  this  year  to  erect  a  telegraph 
office  at  Goldsborough,  as  there  was  no  pressing 
necessity  for  it."  Goldsborough,  practically,  was 
the  same  place  as  that  referred  to  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  in  his  question.  The  business  at 
Stafford  Town  was  not  increasing ;  there  ^ras  a 
telegraph  and  money-order  office  at  Kumara, 
about  eight  miles  distant.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  Government  did  not  feel  justified,  with 
out  further  information,  in  incurring  the  expense 
involved  in  the  establishment  of  another  office  of 
the  same  kind  at  Stafford  Town. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Stafford  Town  and  Golds- 
borough are  two  distinct  towns. 

POLICE  COURT  PAYMENTS  BY 
STAMPS. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked,  If  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  discontinue  the  present 
system  of  payment  by  stamps  at  the  several 
Police  Courts?  He  believed  he  expressed  the 
sentiment  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people 
who  had  to  attend  Police  Courts  that  this  was  a 
most  inconvenient  way  of  payment. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  at  present  he 
had  not  much  information  on  the  matter,  but 
further  inquiry  would  be  made  into  it.  He 
understood  that  some  inconvenience  had  arisen 
through  the  arrangement  which  had  been  made ; 
and  the  Government  would,  after  inquiry,  en- 
deavour to  remedy  the  inconvenience,  either  by 
making  the  Clerks  of  Courts  distributors  of 
stamps  or  otherwise. 


COAL  MINES. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  will  this  session  introduce  a  Bill  for 
the  regulation  and  management  of  coal  mines  ? 
The  late  Government,  he  believed,  had  a  Bill 
prepared  for  dealing  with  all  sorts  of  mines — coal 
mines  and  gold  mines — but  he  had  been  advised 
that  it  was  of  such  a  cumbrous  character  that  it 
would  not  be  hkely  to  pass  this  session.  He  was 
also  informed  by  persons  competent  to  judge  that 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  a  Coal  Mines 
Regulation  Bill  sliould  be  passed,  and  that  it 
would  not  take  long  to  get  it  through. 

Mr.  OLIVER  repHed  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  introduce  such  a  Bill  this 
session,  and  circulate  it  amongst  those  who  were 
interested  in  coal  mines,  so  as  to  obtain  their 
opinion  upon  it. 

WAIPAWA  COURT. 

Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  he  will  lay  before  this  House  the  correspond- 
ence relating  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  William 
Cowper  Smith  as  Justice  of  the  Peace;  also  a 
letter  from  the  Justices  of  the  Waipawa  Petty 
Sessions  Court  protesting  against  the  appoint- 
ment ;  why  that  letter  was  not  acknowledged  or 
replied  to ;  and  whether  there  is  any  record  of 
any  inquiry  as  to  Mr.  Smith's  previous  character 
and  fitness  for  the  position  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  after  the  receipt  of  the  remonstrance  from 
tiie  Bench?  Also,  whether  it  was  proposed  to 
appoint  Mr.  Smith  to  the  Licensing  Bench  of  the 
Waipawa  District ;  and,  if  so,  who  recommended 
such  appointment  ?  He  asked  this  question  at 
the  request  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the 
Petty  Sessions  Court  of  the  Waipawa  District, 
who  considered  themselves  aggrieyed  in  conse- 
quence of  no  notice  having  been  taken  of  the 
official  letter  which  they  had  addressed  to  the 
Minister  of  Justice  on  the  subject,  and  by  the 
action  which  the  late  Minister  of  Justice  had 
taken  in  making  these  appointments. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's question  contained  several  points.  The 
Government  would  be  willing  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  correspondence  which  had  taken  place 
with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  William 
Cowper  Smith  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace ;  also 
the  letter  from  the  Justices  of  the  Waipawa 
Petty  Sessions  Court  protesting  against  the  ap- 
pointment. The  reason  why  that  letter  was 
not  replied  to  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  state. 
There  was  no  record  of  any  inquiry  as  to  Mr. 
Smith's  previous  character  and  fitness  for  the 
position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  There  was  no 
record  which  showed  that  any  definite  proposition 
was  made  to  ayipoint  Mr.  Smith  to  the  Licensing 
Bench  of  the  Waipawa  District ;  but  there  were 
a  few  words  of  a  minute  which  indicated  that 
there  had  been  such  a  proposal.  It  did  not  ap- 
pear who  recommended  the  appointment. 

NAPIER-MANAWATU  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 

Works,  If  he  will  have  prepared,  and  laid  before 

this  House,  a  detailed  statement  accounting  for 

the  expenditure  of  £28,239  in  the  year  1877-78, 
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and  £48,167  in  the  year  ended  80th  June,  1879 
(as  stated  in  the  Public  Works  Statements), 
on  the  Napier -Manawatu  Bailway ;  also,  of  the 
liabilities  stated  to  eiist  at  the  same  time  on 
account  of  the  same  line,  amounting  to  £31,745  ? 
He  asked  the  question  because  he  was  unable, 
from  the  information  contained  in  the  last  Public 
Works  Statement,  to  ascertain  what  he  required 
to  know.  After  very  careful  inquiry,  he  was 
unable  to  find  that  anything  like  the  sums  of 
money  stated  had  been  expended. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  return  would 
be  prepared  and  presented  to  the  House. 

WAIKATO  BAILWAY. 

Mr.  WHYTE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Government  intend  to  fence 
any  part  of  the  railway  line  in  the  districts 
of  Waipa  and  Waikato?  He  asked  this  ques- 
tion because  the  want  of  this  fence  had  been 
the  cause  of  great  loss  to  small  settlers  along  the 
line  of  railway.  One  small  farmer  had  lost  as 
many  as  sixteen  head  of  cattle — nearly  all  he  had. 
This,  being  one  case  out  of  many,  was  sufficient 
to  show  the  necessity  for  this  work ;  but  that  was 
a  mere  trifle  compared  to  the  loss  of  human  life 
which  might  be  caused  through  accidents.  A 
serious  accident  did  happen  to  a  train,  consisting 
of  a  large  number  of  loaded  trucks,  some  empty 
ones,  and  some  passenger  cars.  In  that  case,  the 
loaded  trucks  remained  on  the  line,  the  empty 
ones  were  smashed,  and  the  line  was  blocked  for 
nearly  twenty-four  hours.  The  passenger  cars 
fortunately  remained  on  the  line;  but,  if  they 
had  been  farther  forward,  they  undoubtedly 
would  hare  met  with  the  same  fate  as  the 
empty  trucks,  and  a  great  many  lives  would  hare 
been  lost.  He  was  aware  that  this  was  a  very 
large  work,  and  would  cost  a  considerable  sum  of 
money ;  but,  if  it  were  not  carried  out,  something 
serious  would  be  very  likely  to  ensue. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that,  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  stated,  this  was  a  very  large  work,  and 
it  would  require  a  very  considerable  expenditure. 
Three-fourths  of  the  line  through  the  district  re- 
ferred to  was  already  fenced,  and  he  would  pro- 
mise that  other  portions,  where  the  lives  of  people 
were  endangered,  should  be  fenced ;  but,  as  he 
said  in  reply  to  a  similar  question  a  day  or  two 
previously,  this  was  a  very  large  question  indeed. 

AUCKLAND  CITY  WEST. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— All  other  business  will  now 
have  to  be  suspended,  as  the  hour  has  arrived 
which  was  fixed  by  the  House  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Committees  to  try  the  allegations  in  the 
petitions  against  the  return  of  the  two  honorable 
members  for  Auckland  City  West  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Christ  church  City  (Sir  G.  Grey). 
With  regard  to  the  first  petition,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  inform  the  House  that  I  find  myself  in  a 
difficulty,  and  it  will  be  for  the  House  to  find 
some  means  of  solving  that  difficulty.  As  honor- 
able members  are  aware,  Election  Petition  Com- 
mittees consist  of  seven  members.  That  is  the 
number  prescribed  by  law,  and  it  is  arrived  at  in 
this  way  :  The  petitioner  has  the  right  to  nomi- 
nate one  member,  the  sitting  member  has  the 
Mr.  Ormond 


right  to  nominate  one  member,  and  the  Speaker 
has  the  right  to  nominate  one  member.  That 
makes  three  members.  Then,  by  eliminating 
alternately  members  objected  to  by  either  party, 
four  more  members  are  appointed.  The  Com- 
mittee thus  consists  of  seven  members.  In  this 
case  the  petition  is  against  two  members,  both  of 
whom  may  claim  the  right  to  appoint  a  member 
of  the  Committee,  and,  if  they  are  allowed  to  do 
so,  the  Committee  will  at  the  outset  consist  of 
eight  members,  which  is  contrary  to  law.  Then, 
a  member  and  a  petitioner  have  practically  the 
right  of  putting  on  two  members  each,  by  striking 
off  alternately  certain  members  till  only  four 
members  are  left.  There  is  no  provision  that  the 
two  members  petitioned  against  should  act  con- 
jointly, and  if  each  member,  as  well  as  the  peti- 
tioner, in  striking  the  Committee,  were  to  leave 
a  residuum  of  two  each,  the  Committee  would 
amount  to  ten  members  instead  of  seven.  These 
are  difficulties  that  I  cannot  solve,  and^I  must 
ask  the  House  to  consider  them  and  devise  means 
to  solve  the  difficulty  that  presents  itself  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — Shall  I  be  in  order  in  moving 
the  motion  of  which  I  have  given  notice  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  so. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— Then  I  propose,  by  way  of 
amendment,  Motion  No.  1  on  the  Order  Paper, 
which  is  as  follows :  "  That  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Newman  against  the  return  of  Messrs. 
W'allis  and  Hurst  be  referred  to  a  Committee  to 
inquire  whether  the  forms  of  this  House  and  the 
requirements  of  the  Election  Petitions  Acts  have 
been  complied  with  by  the  petitioner,  and  to  re- 
port to  the  House  within  seven  days ;  and  that 
the  consideration  of  the  appointment  of  an  Elec- 
tion Committee  be  postponed  until  after  such  re- 
Sort.  The  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  fiowen, 
Ir.  J.  B.  Fisher,  Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr. 
Stewart,  Mr.  Tole,  and  the  mover  ;  four  to  form 
a  quorum."  I  gave  notice  of  this  motion  becauie 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West 
(Dr.  Wallis)  asked  me  to  act  for  him  in  selecting 
a  Committee.  The  same  difficulties  which  you, 
Sir,  mention  presented  themselves  to  me,  and, 
after  consideration  of  the  subject  and  consulta- 
tion with  persons  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  way  to  get 
over  the  difficulty  was  to  have  a  Committee  of 
inquiry,  as  is  usual  in  cases  where  it  is  not  con- 
venient for  the  House  to  inquire  itself.  Now, 
as  you  have  stated,  under  the  Election  Petitions 
Act  the  mode  of  procedure  is  that  the  Committee 
should  be  struck  in  the  same  manner  as  a  jury, 
alternately  by  the  petitioner  and  the  person  peti- 
tioned against.  In  "  The  Election  Petitions  Act, 
1862,"  it  is  stated  that— 

"  Every  petition  which  shall  be  presented  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  complaining  of  an 
undue  election  or  return  of  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  complaining  that  no 
return  has  been  made  to  any  writ  issued  for  the 
election  of  any  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, or  that  no  return  has  been  made 
within  the  time  within  which  any  writ  is  made 
returnable,  or  that  any  return  is  not  according 
to  the  requisition  of  the  writ,  or  complaining  of 
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any  special  matters  contained  in  any  such  return, 
shall  be  deemed  an  election  petition." 

It  becomes  a  question  whether  a  petition 
against  two  members  comes  within  the  terms  of 
that  section,  and  the  only  place  where  we  can 
find  an  interpretation  of  that  section  is  in  the 
Election  Petitions  Act  of  1858,  and  that  is  the 
section  you  have  referred  to.  I  shall  not  at  pre- 
sent argue  the  question  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing whether  this  is  an  election  petition  or  not, 
inasmuch  as  I  think  it  would  bie  incouTenient, 
and  only  a  waste  of  time,  as  it  could  be  done 
much  more  expeditiously  by  the  appointment  of 
a  Committee  in  tha  manner  suggested.  I  desire 
only  to  show  a  jtrimd  facie  case,  and  this  what  I 
have  said,  taken  with  your  remarks,  shows  clearly 
there  is.  But  there  are  other  matters  arising  out 
of  the  petition  to  which  I  should  like  to  refer. 
The  first  of  these  is,  whether  the  petitioner  has 
complied  with  the  2nd  section  of  "  The  Elections 
Petitions  Act,  1862,'*  which  states,  inter  alia — 

**  Every  petition  shall  allege  the  specific  grounds 
on  which  the  return  is  impugned ;  and  no  other 
grounds  than  such  as  are  stated  in  the  petition 
shall  be  inrestigated. 

"  No  election  petition  shall  be  received  by  the 
House  of  BepresentatiTcs,  unless  the  proTisions, 
stipulations,  and  requirements  of  *  The  Election 
Petitions  Act,  1858,'  and  of  this  Act,  which 
should  be  performed  and  obeyed  previously  to 
the  presentation  thereof,  shall  have  been  duly 
performed  and  obeyed  by  the  persons  subscribing 
and  promoting  the  same,  and  a  certificate,  signed 
hy  the  Examiner  of  Election  Bonds,  to  that  effect, 
shall  have  been  indorsed  on  such  petition." 

I  am  aware  that  under  the  procedure  at  Home 
it  was  not  necessary  to  allege  the  specific  acts  on 
which  the  charges  of  bribery,  corruption,  or  treat- 
ing were  based.  A  reference  to  the  Act  at  Home 
and  to  these  clauses  will  show  that  the  Home 
Act  is  not  BO  carefully  drawn  in  this  respect  as 
the  Act  we  have  at  the  present  time ;  and  there 
is  this  to  be  considered  :  that,  under  the  Act  of 
which  the  Act  of  1862  is  an  amendment,  almost 
the  same  words  are  used  as  are  used  in  the  Home 
Act,  so  that  the  Amendment  Act  of  1862  must 
have  been  intended  to  require  more  strictness 
as  to  the  form  of  the  petition.  I  think  it  might 
be  well  to  have  that  matter  also  referred  to  the 
Committee,  so  that  we  may  have  a  precedent 
hereafter.  There  is  also  another  smaller  question 
affecting  this  petition  in  a  slight  degree.  1  would 
direct  your  attention.  Sir,  to  the  fact  that  the 
affidavit  which  is  required  by  the  Act  before  any- 
thing can  be  done  is  incomplete. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  motion  of  the  honorable  member  is  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  a 
petition  before  the  House.  Although  powers  are 
given  to  the  representative  Chamber  to  try  such 
questions  as  these,  both  at  Home  and  here,  this 
House  has  delegated  its  powers  purposely  to 
Committees  by  the  Acts  of  1858  and  1862.  I 
respectfully  submit,  therefore,  that  a  discussion 
in  this  House  as  to  whether  the  forms  have  been 
complied  with  is  out  of  place,  inasmuch  as  this 
is  not  the  proper  body  to  test  this  question. 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  understand  that 
the  honorable  member  is  now  proposing  to  ap- 
point a  Committee  to  decide  the  question  of  the 
merits  of  the  petition:  such  a  procedure  would 
not  be  in  order ;  but  a  difficulty  has  arisen,  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  way  out  of  it  except  by  pro- 
ceeding in  a  certain  way.  It  is  for  the  House  to 
determine  the  way  to  be  pursued. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  understand  the  honor- 
able member  is  arguing  the  rights  and  wrongs  of 
the  forms  to  be  gone  through — the  form  of  the 
affidavit,  for  one  thing. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitaki  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HISLOP.  —  I  would  like  the  honorable 
member  for  Waipa  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
he  gave  me  the  other  night,  and,  before  he  rises 
to  a  point  of  order,  ascertain  something  as  to  the 
rules  of  the  House.  It  is  exceedingly  incon- 
venient to  be  interrupted 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Waitaki  (Mr.  Hislop)  is  quite  in  order. 

Mr.  HISLOP.  —  I  recognize  the  voice  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Gkraldine. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  understand  the  honorable  member  for  Waipa 
was  quite  entitled  to  raise  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Waipa  had  a  right  to  rise  to  a  point  of  order  j  but, 
having  heard  him,  I  have  ruled  that  the  member 
for  Waitaki  (Mr.  Hislop)  is  in  order.  I  rule  that 
he  is  in  order. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.'- 1  said  the  honorable 
member  for  Waipa  was  entitled  to  submit  a 
point  of  order  to  your  ruling. 

Mr.  TOLE.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honorable  member  for  Geraldine,  on  each  occa- 
sion that  he  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  had  a  walk- 
ing-stick in  his  hand. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — Surely  an  honorable  member, 
when  he  is  interrupted  by  another  honorable 
member  on  a  point  of  order,  can  recommend  to 
that  honorable  member  a  course  of  action  for 
the  future.  I  thought  the  honorable  member 
for  Geraldine  had  sulllcient  intelligence,  and  had 
been  sufficiently  long  in  the  House,  to  know  that. 
The  affidavit,  by  the  Stamp  Act,  requires  to  be 
stamped  with  a  half-crown  stamp.  But,  in  this 
instance,  the  affidavit  required  by  the  Statute  is 
not  stamped  ;  and  to  that  extent  I  believe  the 
documents  are  incomplete.  This  is  a  matter 
which  might  also  be  referred  to  the  Committee. 
I  submit  that  any  honorable  member  petitioned 
against  has  a  right  to  have  all  the  requirements 
of  the  Election  Petitions  Act,  and  all  other 
matters  affecting  the  petition,  complied  with  be- 
fore the  petition  is  proceeded  with.  I  stated 
before,  ana  I  believe  you  have  ruled  to  the  same 
effect,  Sir,  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  at  present 
to  go  on  with  the  election  petitions  under  such 
circumstances,  leaving  it  to  the  House,  when  the 
matter  arises,  to  solve  the  doubts  which  have 
arisen.     I  submit  that,  looking  at  it  from  a  fair 

Stint  of  view,  the  course  I  have  suggested  to  the 
ouse  is  the  proper  one  to  follow. 
Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
taki proposes  to  refer  to  a  Select  Committee  the 
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queBtion  generally,  whether  the  proTisions  and 
requirements  of  the  Election  Petitions  Acts  hare 
been  complied  with.  Now,  "  The  Election  Peti- 
tions Act,  1862,"  proTides  as  follows  : — 

"  No  election  petition  shall  be  received  by  the 
Uouse  of  Bepresentatives  unless  the  provisions, 
stipulations,  and  requirements  of  *  The  Election 
Petitions  Act,  1858,'  and  of  this  Act,  which 
should  be  performed  and  obeyed  preyiously  to 
the  presentation  thereof,  shall  have  been  duly 
performed  and  obeyed  by  the  persons  subscribing 
and  promoting  the  same,  and  a  certificate,  signed 
by  the  Examiner  of  Election  Bonds,  to  that  effect, 
shall  have  been  indorsed  on  such  petition." 

The  petition  is  referred,  therefore,  to  an  officer 
called  the  Examiner  of  Election  Bunds,  to  ex- 
amine and  certify  whether  all  those  requirements 
have  been  complied  with ;  and  upon  his  certi- 
ficate the  law  provides  that  the  petition  shall 
be  referred  to  a  Committee.  Now,  I  have  the 
petition  in  my  hand,  and  here  is  the  required 
certificate : — 

"  I  certify  that  the  provisions,  stipulations,  and 
requirements  of  '  The  Election  Petitions  Act, 
1858,'  and  '  The  Election  Petitions  Act,  1862,' 
have  been  duly  performed  and  obeyed  by  the 
persons  subscribing  and  promoting  this  petition. 
— F.  E.  Campbell,  Examiner  of  Election  Bonds." 

That  being  the  case,  I  submit  there  is  no  occa- 
sion for  the  Committee  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman.  If  there  is  anything  else — if 
there  be  any  other  informality,  of  a  technical 
nature  or  otherwise,  that  can  be  gone  into  by 
the  Election  Petitions  Committee  —  if  there  is 
anything  in  the  petition  itself  which  would  in- 
validate it,  the  Committee  itself  is  the  proper 
tribunal  for  determining  the  question.  There- 
fore I  think  the  House  will  be  simply  wasting 
its  time  if  it  refers  to  a  separate  Select  Com- 
mittee the  task  which  properly  devolves  ou  the 
Election  Petitions  Committee.  With  regard  to 
the  question  submitted  to  the  House  by  your- 
self, hiVf  as  to  the  course  which  it  should  adopt 
in  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen  through  this 
petition  proceeding  from  one  person  against  two 
members  of  the  House,  I  submit  that  the  best 
course  to  adopt — if  we  cannot  carry  out  the  law 
in  its  strict  letter — would  be  that  we  should,  in 
the  exercise  of  our  power  to  determine  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  election  of  members,  adopt  a 
course  most  nearly  akin  in  spirit  to  the  Act  itself. 
In  this  case  there  are  two  persons  petitioned 
against.  If  each  of  those  persons  appoint  one 
member,  or,  rather,  scratch  off  the  name  of  one  per- 
son, and  the  petitioner  can  scratch  off  the  name 
of  only  one,  the  Committee  would,  obviously,  be 
unfairly  constituted.  The  course  which  I  would 
suggest  to  be  taken  is  this  :  that  the  sitting  mem- 
bers should  decide  whether  they  will  act  in  this 
matter  separately  or  jointly.  If  they  agree  to 
act  jointly,  then  they  should  appoint  some  per- 
son to  represent  them  on  the  Committee.  If  they 
agree  to  act  separately,  then  a  separate  Commit- 
tee should  be  appointed  for  each  ;  and,  in  that 
case,  the  petitioner  could  scratch  off  one  name, 
and  the  sitting  member  another  name.  We 
should  then  be  carrying  out  the  spirit  aud  in- 
tention of  the  Act,  as  to  the  exact  words  of 
Mr.  Hall 


which  there  is  some  difficulty.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  House  will  not  allow  the  proceed- 
ings to  be  obstructed  by  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitaki.  If  the  House  agrees 
to  the  course  I  have  suggested,  I  will  move  a 
resolution  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  TOLE. — The  honorable  member  who  bat 
just  sat  down  is  mistaken  as  to  the  functions  of 
an  Election  Petitions  Committee.  It  is  not  the 
duty  of  an  Election  Petitions  Committee  to  try 
questions  of  a  preliminary  or  technical  nature  in 
regard  to  any  election  petition.  The  duty  of  the 
Committee  is  to  determine  whether  there  hai 
been  an  undue  election  or  return — whether  the 
return  has  been  made  according  to  the  recommen- 
dation in  the  writ.  The  question  to  be  considered 
ii,  whether  the  document  is  in  proper  form  as 
required  by  law.  The  certificate  of  an  officer 
of  the  House,  stating  that  the  requirements  of 
the  Act  have  been  properly  complied  with,  does 
not  conclusively  bind  this  House  by  any  means. 
On  the  face  of  the  document  there  may  be  some 
omission — some  very  serious  and  grave  omission 
— which  the  officers  of  the  House  might  possibly 
overlook,  but  which  the  House  itself  might  dis- 
cover. With  regard  to  the  affidavit,  it  is  per- 
fectly correct  that  that  document  should  be 
stamped.  Under  the  Stamp  Act  of  1875  all 
declarations  were  liable  to  a  two-and -sixpenny 
stamp,  and  that  is  an  essential  element  in  connec- 
tion with  the  document.  The  document  should 
have  that  stamp  upon  it  in  order  to  make  it 
valid  and  complete.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
bond  which  accompanies  the  petition  is  specially 
exempt,  under  the  general  exemptions,  which 
say,  "  All  bonds  to  Her  Majesty  are  exempt." 
This  is  a  bond  to  Her  Majesty,  and  with  regard  to 
it  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  been  complied 
with.  Such  is  not  the  case,  however,  with  re- 
gard to  the  affidavit,  which  is  of  as  much  import- 
ance as  the  bond  itself.  I  should  like  to  point 
out  this  distinction:  that  it  is  not  the  function 
of  an  Election  Petitions  Committee  to  consider  a 
question  of  form.  They  are  to  decide  the  question 
of  the  validity  or  otherwise  of  the  return  of  a 
member  who  has  been  petitioned  against.  There- 
fore I  think  the  Committee  moved  for  is  a  neces- 
sary one,  and  that  its  appointment  is  reasonable 
under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  PITT. — Sir,  I  think  the  motion  proposed 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  does  not 
go  far  enough  to  get  the  House  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty suggested  by  yourself.  That  motion  only 
goes  to  this  extent :  to  inquire  aud  report  whether 
the  forms  of  this  House  and  the  requirements  of 
the  Election  Petitions  Acts  have  been  complied 
with  by  the  petitioner.  The  difficulty  suggested 
by  you.  Sir,  is  as  to  what  is  to  be  done  now 
by  the  House  —  namely,  in  selecting  the  Com- 
mittee. The  honorable  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion has  referred  to  certain  technical  defects  in 
the  petition,  and  he  has  raised  the  objection 
that  these  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  the  Election 
Petitions  Committee.  With  all  respect  for  his 
opinion,  I  think,  if  he  will  refer  to  Cox  and 
Grrady  on  Election  Law,  page  359,  he  will  find 
that  technical  objections  are  not  allowed  to  have 
any  force  in  these  matters.     It  is  there  stated 
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that  "  no  teclinical  op  formal  objections  will  be 
allowed  to  prevail  where  the  matters  objected 
to  can  be  rectified  by  the  Judge  without  pre- 
judice to  either  side."  The  Committee  is  in  the 
position  of  a  Judge.  As  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
has  pointed  out,  the  Clerk  of  the  House  de- 
cides, before  an  election  petition  is  received, 
whether  or  not  certain  forms  have  been  com- 
plied with,  and  he  has  to  certify  to  the  House 
whether  these  have  been  complied  with  or  not. 
That  he  has  done,  nnd  the  petition  has  been 
received.  Therefore  in  that  respect  I  do  not  see 
what  good  purpose  can  be  served  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  proposed  Committee.  As  1  said 
before,  Sir,  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
hat  not  got  over  the  diflSculty  suggested  by  you. 
I  think  the  course  suggested  by  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  is  the  only  one  out  of  the  difficulty,  and 
no  doubt  there  may  be  a  difficulty  in  comply- 
ing with  the  literal  terms  of  the  Act.  I  think  in 
these  matters  we  should  observe  w)iat  has  been 
the  practice  of  Parliament  in  England  at  a  time 
when  the  law  there  in  reference  to  election  peti- 
tions was,  if  not  identical  with,  at  all  events  very 
similar  to,  our  own  Act.  At  present,  as  honor- 
able members  are  aware,  election  petitions  in 
England  are  tried  before  a  Judge.  Prior  to  that, 
they  were  tried  by  a  Standing  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons ;  and  before  that,  by  virtue  of 
the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  10  George  III.,  c.  16, 
and  known  as  "  tlie  Grenville  Act,"  the  practice 
was  to  appoint  a  Committee  of  forty-nine  mem- 
bers of  the  House  by  ballot,  and  afterwards  to 
reduce  the  number  to  thirteen.  The  petitioner 
nominated  one  member,  and  the  sitting  members, 
who  had  to  act  jointly,  nominated  one  member, 
of  the  Committee.  The  same  authority  from 
which  I  hate  already  quoted,  in  reference  to  the 
Election  Petitions  Act  at  present  in  force  in 
England,  says,  on  page  364,  **  The  Act  also  pro- 
vides that  two  or  more  candidates  may  be  made 
respondents  to  the  same  petition ;  but,  for  all 
purposes  of  this  Act,  such  petition  shall  bo 
deemed  to  be  a  separate  petition  against  each 
respondent."  Therefore  I  think  we  may  act  in 
the  way  suggested  by  the  Premier.  The  practice 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament  has  been  followed  in 
the  present  instance  in  petitioning  against  two 
members  jointly.  I  think  honorable  members 
will  find  that,  in  reports  of  election  petition 
cases  in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  no  case  will 
be  found  of  separate  petitions  having  been  pre- 
sented against  two  members.  Sir,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  proposed  Committee  will  not  serve  the 
purpose  which  the  honorable  the  mover  has  in 
view  in  getting  over  the  difficulty  mentioned 
by  yourself.  As  the  Hon.  the  Premier  has  sug- 
gttted,  if  we  cannot  follow  out  the  exact  wording 
of  the  Act,  we  shoidd,  as  &r  as  possible,  carry 
out  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  Act.  As  the 
honorable  member  has  also  suggested,  I  think 
the  sitting  members  must  say  whether  they  will 
act  jointly  or  separately. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER.  — Referring  to  the  text 

? noted  by  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City, 
consider  that  it  thoroughly  supports  the  posi- 
tion taken  up  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitaki*    The  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  says 


that  the  question  whether  the  petition  is  in  form 
and  receivable  by  the  House  cannot  be  tried  by 
the  Election  Petitions  Committee,  to  which  it  is 
proposed  t^  refer  it.  The  honorable  member  for 
Nelson  City  says  that,  according  to  the  English 
practice,  this  question  cannot  be  tried  before 
a  Judge  sitting  as  an  Election  Committee.  The 
one  honorable  gentleman,  says  that  these  matters 
cannot  be  tried  before  the  Election  Petitions 
Committee,  and  the  other  says  that  they  cannot 
be  tried  before  a  Judge  sitting  as  an  Election 
Committee,  and  that  these  questions  of  form  will 
not  be  amended  by  either  of  those  tribunals  ex- 
cept where  that  can  be  done  without  any  injury 
to  the  parties.  An  Election  Petitions  Judge  in 
England  has  the  same  functions  as  an  Election 
Petitions  Committee  in  New  Zealand,  and  both 
honorable  members  are  consequently  arguing  to 
the  same  conclusion.  There  is  one  very  strong 
objection  to  this  petition,  which  exists  on  the 
face  of  it  —  namely,  the  bond  put  in  under  the 
Act.  I  say  that  this  petition  cannot  be  accepted 
or  dealt  with  as  a  mere  matter  of  course,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  members  petitioned  against.  In  the 
first  place,  the  bond  is  only  for  the  sum  of  £200 
in  support  of  a  petition  against  two  members. 
Now,  the  Act  requires  that  in  regard  to  every 
petition  a  bond  should  be  entered  into  for  the 
sum  of  £200  in  respect  of  such  petition  ;  clearly 
implying  that  the  House  considered  that  a  sum 
of  £200  at  least  should  be  provided  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  each  member  petitioned  against,  sup- 
posing the  petition  turned  out  to  be  informal 
or  insufficient.  If  the  House  deal  with  this 
petition  as  against  the  two  members,  the 
amount  of  security  should  be  £400.  If  the 
security  is  for  £200,  the  two  members  have 
only  £100  each  to  defray  the  costs.  I  submit 
that  the  petition,  on  the  face  of  it,  is  so  utterly 
informal,  and  so  entirely  out  of  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  received  and  ought  not  to  be  dealt  with. 
It  ought,  in  the  first  place,  to  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  to  ascertain  whether  the  requirements 
of  the  Statute  have  been  complied  with.  I  sub- 
mit  that,  if  the  House  itself  will  not  see  that  the 
Statutes  made  for  the  protection  of  its  members 
are  complied  with  in  cases  of  this  sort,  it  can- 
not expect  the  outside  public  to  respect  the 
Statutes.  If  the  Statutes  of  the  colony  make 
provision  that,  in  cases  of  election  petitions,  cer- 
tain formalities  shall  be  complied  with — that  the 
petitioners  shall  provide  certain  securities,  and 
that  the  affidavits  shall  be  in  a  certain  form — and 
the  House  does  not  see  that  these  requirements 
are  complied  with,  we  cannot  expect  people  out- 
side to  respect  the  Statute  laws  of  the  colony.  I 
intend  to  vote  for  the  motion  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitaki,  as  I  think  it  is  a 
perfectly  fair  and  legitimate  one.  The  first  thing 
we  have  to  do  is  to  settle  whether  this  petition  is 
informal — whether  it  is  a  petition  at  all  in  the  eyes 
of  the  law  as  against  the  two  sitting  members.  I 
say,  on  the  face  of  it,  the  petition  is  informal  — 
out  of  order — and  ought  not  to  be  received  by  the 
House.  If  the  question  raised  were  one  of  privi- 
lege, the  position  taken  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
would  be  a  good  one.    But  it  is  not:    it  is  a 
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question  of  petition,  and  it  is  our  duty,  sitting 
here  as  representatiyes  of  the  people  and  as 
representatives  of  the  law,  to  see  that  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  are  complied  with  in  all  petitions 
which  are  brought  down  to  this  House. 

Mr.  EOLLESTON. — I  move,  as  an  amendment, 
That  the  members  for  Auckland  Citj  West 
(Messrs.  Wallis  and  Hurst)  do  decide  whether 
they  will  act  jointly  or  separately  in  the  matter 
of  the  petition  of  Joseph  Newman  against  the 
return  of  the  said  members.  That,  if  they  act 
jointly,  they  do  jointly  strike  off  the  names  of 
members  at  the  striking  of  the  Committee,  but 
th»t,  if  they  act  separately,  separate  Committees 
be  appointed  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  the 
petition  as  it  affects  each  of  these  members. 

Mr.  D£  LAUTOUB.— Is  there  not  an  amend- 
ment already  ? 

Mr.  8PEAEEB.— The  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitaki  must  be  treated  as  a 
Bubstantiye  motion,  and  the  Order  of  the  day  as 
po8hx>ned  for  the  present. 

Mjr.  FINN.— I  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  section  10  of  the  Election  Petitions 
Act  of  1858,  which  is  very  conclusiye  on  this 
point.    It  is  as  follows : — 

"  No  election  petition  shall  be  received  unless 
at  the  time  it  is  presented  to  the  House  it  shall 
be  indorsed  by  a  certificate,  under  the  hand  of 
the  Examiner,  that  the  bond  hereinbefore  re- 
quired has  been  entered  into  and  received  by 
him,  with  the  affidavit  thereto  annexed.*' 

I  have  looked  at  the  petition,  and  I  find  that 
it  does  not  bear  the  indorsement  mentioned.  I 
therefore  submit  that  it  cannot  be  received. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbkb.— There  is  the  Act  of  1862. 

Mr.  FINN. — I  have  looked  at  the  repealing 
Act  of  1862,  and  I  find  that  the  section  I  have 
quoted  is  not  repealed.  I  beg  to  point  out  that 
the  Examiner  has  complied  with  section  2  of  the 
amending  Act  only. 

Mr.  SPEAKEK.— I  am  informed  by  the  Ex- 
aminer of  Bonds  that  the  certificate  on  the  peti- 
tion is  under  the  following  provision  of  the  Act  of 
1862  :— 

"  No  election  petition  shall  be  received  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  unless  the  provisions, 
stipulations,  and  requirements  of  '  The  Election 
Petitions  Act,  1858,'  and  of  this  Act,  which  should 
be  performed  and  obeyed  previously  to  the  pre- 
sentation thereof,  shall  have  been  duly  performed 
and  obeyed  by  the  persons  subscribing  and  pro- 
moting the  same,  and  a  certificate,  signed  by  the 
Exammer  of  Election  Bonds,  to  that  effect,  shall 
have  been  indorsed  on  such  petition." 

The  certificate  prescribed  under  the  Act  of  1862 
embraces  the  requirements  of  the  Act  of  1858. 

Mr.  FINN.— But  I  submit,  Sir,  that  that  would 
be  in  addition  to  section  10  of  the  Act  of  1858. 
Section  10  has  not  been  repealed,  and  until  such 
repeal  is  effected  I  presume  it  is  in  force. 

Mr.  PITT.— I  should  like  to  ask  your  ruling. 
Sir,  as  to  whether,  the  petition  having  been  re- 
ceived by  the  House,  this  objection  can  be  taken. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.  — On  that  point  I  would 
state  that  when  the  objection  was  raised  you 
ruled,  Sir,  at  the  time,  that  you  could  not  decide 
Mr,  J.  JB,  Fither 


such  a  question,  and  would  leave  it  for  the  Eome 
itself  to  settle  on  a  subsequent  occasion. 

Mr.  SPEAKEE.  —  There  is  a  provision  for 
objections,  and  I  understand  that,  according  to 
the  12th  clause  of  the  Act  of  1858,  the  time  for 
objecting  to  the  sureties  exp-red  at  twelve  o'clock 
to-day. 

Mr.  FINN.— What  I  submit.  Sir,  is  that  this 
petition  cannot  be  received  by  the  House  until 
the  Examiner  of  Bonds  has  advised  you  that  the 
requirements  of  section  10  have  been  compUed 
with.  I  have  looked  at  the  petition,  and  I  find  it 
has  not  been  done. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.  — Is  it  not  covered  by  the 
certificate  required  under  section  2  of  the  Act 
of  1862? 

Mr.  FINN.— I  submit  not.  Sir.  That  is  simply 
an  addition  to  section  10,  which,  being  still  un- 
repealed, must  be  complied  with. 

Mr.  HISLOP.  — I  submit  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Wakatipu  is  right,  inasmuch  aa 
section  2  says,  "Section  one  of  'The  Election 
Petitions  Act,  1858,'  is  hereby  repealed,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  it  is  hereby  enacted ;  and  the  pro- 
vision in  accordance  with  which  the  Examiner 
has  certified  is  simply  that  contained  in  section  2, 
which  repealed,  and  was  substituted  for,  section  1 
of  the  Act  of  1858.  But,  in  addition  to  the 
requirements  of  section  2  of  the  Act  of  1862,  that 
ought  to  be  done  which  has  been  pointed  out  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Wakatipu. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.  —  I  do  not  think,  eren  if  the 
point  were  established,  that  it  would  be  my  duty 
to  rule  the  petition  out  of  order  in  consequence 
of  the  point  which  has  been  raised.  I  do  not 
know  what  more  the  honorable  member  can 
expect  under  the  10th  clause  of  the  Act  of  1858 
than  what  has  been  indorsed  on  the  petition 
by  the  Examiner  of  Bonds  under  the  2na  daose 
of  the  Act  of  1862,  which  enacts  that  the  certifi- 
cate under  tliat  clause  shall  cover  the  require- 
ments of  the  Act  of  1858.  Tht-re  is  only  one 
certificate  contemplated  by  the  last  Act,  not  two 
distinct  certificates  under  the  respective  Acts. 

Mr.  FINN.— I  would  like  to  call  your  atten- 
tion. Sir,  to  clause  14  of  the  Act  of  1858,  which 
provides  for  the  manner  in  which  the  Examiner 
shall  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  sufficiency  or  other- 
wise of  the  sureties. 

Mr.  PITT.— He  has  satisfied  himself. 

Mr.  FINN.— He  has  been  satisfied  on  the 
affidavit  which  has  been  presented,  and  has  made 
no  inquiry  whatever.  Clause  14  provides  the 
machinery  for  inquiring  as  to  the  sufficiency  of 
the  sureties.  I  say  the  petition  cannot  be  received 
by  the  House  until  the  Examiner  has  complied 
with  section  10,  which  says, — 

"  No  election  petition  shall  be  received  unless 
at  the  time  it  is  presented  to  the  House  it  shall  be 
indorsed  by  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  the 
Examiner,  that  the  bond  hereinbefore  required 
has  been  entered  into  and  received  by  him,  with 
the  affidavit  thereto  annexed." 

He  must  certify  that  the  bond  was  received, 
though  we  know  for  a  fact  that  he  has  received 
it,  and  that  it  is  now  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.- The  Examiner  has  certified 
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that  the  requirements  of  the  Acts  hare  been  com- 
plied with. 

Mr.  FINN. — He  has  not  acted  under  section 
14  of  the  Act  of  1858,  which  says  that  the  Exa- 
miner "  shall  inquire  into  the  alleged  insufficiency 
of  the  sureties  objected  to  on  the  grounds  stated 
in  the  notice  of  objection,,  but  on  no  other 
grounds."  Now,  no  objection  could  be  made  in 
this  House  before  the  petition  was  presented. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  petition  was  presented 
ten  days  ago,  and  the  members  petitioned  against 
have  had  ample  opportunity  to  object  to  the 
sureties.  They  had  up  to  twelre  o'clock  to-day, 
And  they  knew  it. 

Mr.  FINN. — It  is  not  the  sureties  I  object  to 
at  all ;  it  is  the  petition  itself.  I  simply  say  that 
the  certificate  on  the  petition  is  not  sufficient, 
and  does  not  comply  with  section  10  of  the  Act. 
If  you  hare  any  doubt  on  this  point.  Sir,  I  would 
aak  you  to  take  time  to  consider  the  matter.  I 
have  giyen  the  question  some  consideration,  and 
cannot  come  to  any  other  conclusion  but  that 
section  10  has  not  been  complied  with.  If  I 
could,  I  should  be  most  happy  in  pointing  it  out 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.  — The  objection  taken  is  a 
technical  one,  and,  to  my  mind,  has  not  been 
established,  and  I  think  it  would  be  better  for 
me  to  recommend  that  the  House  should  adopt 
either  the  course  proposed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitaki  or  one  of  the  two  proposals 
made  by  the  Government.  I  do  not  think  I 
should  be  justified  in  rejecting  the  petition  on 
the  ground  of  the  informality  which  has  been 
suggested,  and  which  I  consider  unprored. 

Mr.  KELLY. — It  appears  to  me,  Sir,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  objection  urged  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wakatipu,  as  the  16th  section  of 
"  The  Interpretation  Act,  1878,"  provides  that, 
when  an  original  Act  is  amended,  the  amending 
Act  is  incorporated  in  the  original  Act,  and  both 
Acts  are  read  as  one  Act ;  and,  if  two  clauses  of 
the  original  and  amending  Acts  are  in  conflict, 
the  latest  declaration  of  the  Legislature — namely, 
the  Act  of  1862 — must  be  taken  as  our  guide. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  sufficient  in  the  objection 
to  iuTalidate  the  petition. 

Mr.  FINN.— I  beg  to  point  out  that  by  "  The 
Election  Petitions  Act  Amendment  Act,  1862," 
only  certain  clauses  of  the  Act  of  1858  are  re- 
pealed— namely,  clauses  2,  3,  7,  and  31.  Sec- 
tion 10  is  not  repealed,  and  I  dare  say  honorable 
gentlemen  will  agree  with  me  that,  unless  a 
section  of  a  particular  Act  is  repealed,  any  Acts 
passed  thereafter  cannot  afiect  it — it  must  remain 
in  force. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  would  point  out  this 
difference  between  the  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitaki  and  that  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands:  The  motion  proposed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitaki  says  that  the  petition  is 
informal,  and  that  it  should  not  be  received  by 
the  House.  We  propose  that  a  Committee  should 
inquire  into  this  point,  and  recommend  to  the 
House  whether  the  petition  is  formal  or  informal. 
That  should  be  decided  evidently  by  a  Committee 
other  than  the  Election  Committee.  The  duties 
of  the  Election  Committee  are  confined  to  con- 
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sidering  the  merits  of  the  case.  They  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  question  of  whether  the 
petition  which  has  been  referred  to  them  by  the 
House  was  properly  received  by  the  House  or 
not.  They  cannot  go  behind  the  reference  of  the 
House.  The  House  has  chosen  to  refer  the  peti- 
tion to  the  Committee,  and  it  must  decide  on  the 
merits  of  the  case  disclosed  in  the  petition.  But 
the  amendment  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  is  only 
directed  to  meet  the  difficulty  involved  in  the  fact 
that  the  petitions  against  two  members  are  in- 
cluded in  one  petition.  It  does  not  meet  the 
other  question  of  whether,  on  other  grounds,  the 
petition  can  be  properly  received  or  not.  That 
18  why  I  think  we  should  vote  for  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  in  preference 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Minister  of  Lands.  I 
cannot  at  all  agree  with  the  doctrine  propounded 
by  the  Premier,  that,  in  a  case  like  this,  when 
the  law  expressly  states  what  should  be  done,  if 
it  has  not  been  done  we  should  go  as  near  aldn 
to  the  requirements  of  the  law  as  possible.  That 
is  a  monstrous  doctrine  to  apply  in  a  case  involv- 
ing the  construction  of  a  penal  Statute. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — No. 

Mr.  0ISBOBNE.— I  say  it  is  a  penal  Statute, 
for  a  man  may  not  only  lose  his  seat  in  the 
House,  but  there  are  very  grave  penalties  for 
bribery. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentleman  mis- 
interprets my  argument. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— The  honorable  gentleman 
states  that  the  Elections  Petitions  Act — which, 
by  the  way,  modifies  and  overrides  the  clause  in 
the  Constitution  Act  which  allows  this  House  to 
be  the  sole  judge  of  the  validity  or  otherwise  of 
the  election  of  any  member — prescribes  certain 
formalities  to  be  gone  through  before  a  petition 
can  be  received,  or  before  it  tan  be  acted  upon. 
My  honorable  friend  savs  that  that  is  true,  but, 
if  we  cannot  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Election  Petitions  Act,  we  must  go  as  near  as 
po^isible  akin  to  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  The  honorable  gentleman  has 
misunderstood  my  argument.  The  point  of  it  to 
which  he  has  just  referred  had  relation  to  the 
highly-technical  objection  which  has  been  taken 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki.  But 
what  I  say  is  this :  Here  is  a  case  which  the 
law  has  not  provided  for — a  case  in  which  a  peti- 
tion is  presented  against  two  members — and,  in 
that  case,  where  we  cannot  act  upon  the  strict 
letter  of  the  law,  because  it  is  not  provided  for, 
we  must  take  the  spirit  of  the  law. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  say  the  law  has  provided 
for  it.  The  law  says  there  shall  be  a  petition 
against  "every"  member.  That  plainly  means 
that  there  shall  be  a  separate  petition  against 
each  member  petitioned  against,  and  that  no  peti- 
tion shall  be  against  two  members  jointly.  And, 
to  show  that  that  is  the  case,  in  the  English  law 
which  is  in  force  now  there  is  an  express  provi- 
sion on  that  point,  which  says  that,  if  there  is  a 
petition  against  two  members  jointly,  that  peti- 
tion may,  for  the  purposes  of  tlie  Act,  be  held 
in  each  case  to  bo  a  separate  petition.  There 
is  no  such  clause  in  our  present  Act.  There- 
fore, if  there  is  one  petition  against  two  mem- 
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here,  the  petition  is  alleged  to  be  informal,  and 
not  in  compliance  with  the  Act,  which  requires 
that  there  shall  be  separate  petitions  against 
two  members.  If  proper  security  has  not  been 
given,  why  should  the  members  petitioned  against 
be  subject  to  penalties  and  pecuniary  loss?  This 
petition  may  be  friTolous  and  vexatious,  and  yet 
the  member  finds  that  the  petition  is  received 
without  proper  security  being  given.  In  this 
case  only  one-half  the  security  required  is  given. 
In  the  construction  of  a  penal  law,  we  should  act 
literally  and  strictly  in  accordance  with  it«  provi- 
sions. My  object  in  rising  now  was  to  point  out 
the  essential  difference  between  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitaki  and  the  motion  of 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands.  The  motion 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands  only  meets  part  of  the 
case.  The  motion  of  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Waitaki  raises  the  question  of  the 
formality  of  the  petition  on  various  grounds, 
and  also  the  question  whether  it  is  right  that 
two  members  should  be  petitioned  against  in  one 
petition  by  the  same  petitioner.  There  can  surely 
be  no  objection  to  the  honorable  gentleman's 
motion.  We  simply  refer  the  question  to  a 
Committee  to  report  and  give  their  recommenda- 
tion. That  is  the  usual  course  pursued  when  a 
doubt  arises  about  certain  facts,  and  when  the 
law  has  not  been  complied  with.  If  there  is 
any  allegation  of  disqualification  against  any 
member,  what  is  the  usual  course  ?  The  House 
does  not  decide  on  the  spot  and  at  the  moment. 
It  refers  the  matter  to  a  Committee  to  report 
thereou,  and,  when  it  receives  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  it  decides  one  way  or  the  other.  I 
say  that  in  such  a  case  as  this  you  should  pursue 
a  similar  coarse :  appoint  a  Committee  to  go 
fully  into  the  matter ;  let  them,  if  necessary,  take 
counsers  advice  upon  it ;  and  upon  their  report 
let  the  House  adopt  whatever  course  is  most  de- 
sirable. 

Mr.  FINN. — I  presume  that  in  a  matter  of 
this  kind  honorable  members  will  take  care  that 
no  injustice  is  done  to  the  petitioner  or  to  the 
petitioned  against.  If  this  petition  is  allowed 
to  go  on,  a  great  injustice  will  be  done  to  those 
gentlemen  petitioned  against,  unless  the  provision 
of  the  Act  as  regards  the  giving  of  the  bond  is 
complied  with.  If  this  petition  is  dismissed  by 
a  Committee  of  the  House,  ^;he  petitioner  will 
have  to  pay  the  costs  of  both  parties,  and  each 
will  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  for  tlie  amount. 
We  all  know  that  a  petition  of  this  kind  must 
lead  to  considerable  expense,  probably  £200 ;  but, 
supposing  you  allow  each  costs  to  the  amount 
of  £200— you  are  called  upon  by  the  Act  to  give 
a  certificate  of  costs.  Here  we  have  but  one 
bond.  How  are  they  to  recover  these  costs? 
The  manner  is  provided  by  section  42  of  the 
Act,  which  says  that  the  bonds  shall  be  put  in 
suit.  Therefore  I  submit  that  the  petitioner,  sup- 
posing that  the  petition  were  dismissed,  would 
only  be  called  upon  to  pay  £200,  whereas  each 
member  would  bo  entitled  to  a  bond  with  a 
penalty  of  £200,  with  two  sureties  of  £100  each, 
as  provided  by  section  3  of  the  amending  Act  of 
1862.  And  I  submit  there  is  no  provision  in  the 
Act  to  entitle  the  petitioned  against  to  recover 
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more  costs  than  the  amount  mentioned  in  the 
bond.  If  the  costs  be  not  paid,  section  42  pro- 
vides that  the  Speaker  shall,  upon  application  of 
the  party — it  does  not  say  "parties  " — entitled  to 
such  costs  and  expenses,  cause  the  bond  to  be  pat 
in  suit,  and  the  money  recovered  on  such  bond 
shall  be  applied  in  such  order  as  the  Committee 
shall  have  directed  in  satisfaction  so  far  as  the 
sum  will  extend.  How  do  you  put  that  into 
effect,  unless  the  petitioner  is  a  man  of  means  ? 
We  do  not  know  whether  the  petitioner  is  a  man 
of  means  or  not.  With  that  we  hare  nothing  to 
do.  All  we  have  got  to  see  is,  that  the  petitioned 
against  have  good  security  for  the  payment  of 
their  costs,  if  the  House  should  award  them  any 

Mr.  BRANDON.— I  understand,  Sir,  that  you 
ruled  about  the  question  of  bonds  and  sureties. 
As  regards  the  petitioned  against,  I  think  the 
case  cited  by  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson 
City  is  in  point,  and  decisive.  Then,  Sur,  with 
regard  to  the  objections  to  the  sureties:  that,  too, 
is  clear  enough.  Clause  11  of  the  Act  of  1858 
says,— 

"  On  or  before  the  day  when  any  petition  shall 
be  presented  to  the  House,  the  bonds  and  affida- 
vits and  bank  receipts  (if  any)  shall  be  opened  to 
the  inspection  of  all  parties  concerned." 

Now,  Sir,  you  wiU  see  why  that  should  be : — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  sitting  member 
petitioned  against,  or  for  any  electors  petitioning 
and  admitted  parties  to  defend  the  election  or 
return,  to  object  to  the  sureties  or  any  of  them 
who  shall  have  entered  into  such  bond,  on  the 
ground  of  insufficiency,  or  that  a  surety  is  dead 
or  cannot  be  found,  from  the  want  of  a  sufficient 
description  in  the  bond,  or  that  a  person  named 
in  the  bond  has  not  duly  executed  the  same." 

Therefore,  Sir,  first  of  all,  it  lies  open  for  the 
inspection  of  all  interested,  and  then  the  Examiner 
is  to  inquire  into  the  suflSciency  or  otherwise  of 
the  sureties.     Then  it  is  provided, — 

"  As  soon  as  any  such  statement  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  the  Examiner  he  shall  appoint  a  day 
for  hearing  such  objection,  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  five  days  from  the  day  on  which 
he  (*hall  have  received  such  statement,  and  the 
petitioner  and  his  agent  shall  be  allowed  to  ex- 
amine and  take  copies  of  every  such  statement." 

Then,  Sir,  I  apprehend  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Examiner  to  inquire  into  the  sufficiency  of  the 
sureties,  and,  if  he  states  that  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  have  been  complied  with,  that  ii 
sufficient ;  and,  if  no  objection  to  the  sureties  is 
lodged  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  no  person  can 
come  here  and  make  objection.  If  there  are  any 
objections  to  the  sureties,  these  objections  are 
bound  to  be  sent  in  to  the  Examiner,  who  will 
inquire  into  the  objections  and  decide  the  same. 

Mr.  FINN. — 1  admit  the  correctness  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Wellington 
Country  District.     But  the  point  is 

Hon.  Members. — Order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Wakatipu  has  already  spoken  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PITT.  —  I  have  not  yet  spoken  to  the 
amendment.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  I  am  offering  my  opinion  as  a  lawyer  :  I  am 
speaking  simply  as  an-  ordinary  member  of  the 
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House  Dpon  this  question.  I  should  wish  to 
point  out,  with  reference  to  what  fell  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Totara,  that,  if  the  Elec- 
tbn  PetitioDs  Act  does  not  proTide  for  a  special 
ose  like  this,  then  necessarily  we  are  remitted  to 
the  Constitution  Act,  which  provides  that,  until 
prorision  is  made  otherwise  in  that  behalf  bj 
kw,  tiiis  House  shall  be  judges,  without  appeal, 
of  the  Talidil  J  of  the  election  of  each  member. 

Mr.  STEWART.— I  apprehend,  Sir,  that  upon 
this  question  ererj  honorable  member  will  speak 
with  that  degree  of  impartiality  which  its  import- 
ance demands.  I  have  not  looked  into  this  case 
rery  carefully.  I  hare  examined  generally  the  Sta- 
tutes and  some  of  the  authorities  referred  to  in 
the  teit-books ;  and  at  first  sight  the  objection  to 
this  petition  does  seem  insuperable.  The  Act 
profides  a  Tery  clear  and  simple  remedy  to  any 
person  who  wishes  to  petition  against  the  return 
of  any  member  to  this  House,  but  it  does  not 
proride  any  course  whereby  proceedings  can  be 
taken  against  two  or  more  members  in  one  peti- 
tion. Indeed,  if  it  were  otlierwise,  most  serious 
eooseqaences  might  result.  Supposing  somebody 
petitioned  against  the  return  of  my  colleagues 
and  myself,  and  that  the  three  were  included  in 
M»  petition,  we  should  be  deprived,  undoubtedly, 
d  the  right  to  sit  here  and  vote  upon  ques- 
tions affecting  ourselves  ;  and,  if  we  were  all 
included  in  one  petition,  this  injustice  would 
result :  that  the  mouths  of  my  colleagues  would 
be  closed  when  really  the  proceedings  should 
hare  been  directed  only  against  myself.  That 
was  clearly  never  intended  by  the  Act.  Another 
objection  which  it  is  diflScult  to  get  over  is  this : 
The  petitiouer  charges  here  bribery  and  corrupt 
practices  against  the  two  members  for  Auckland 
City  West.  This  assumes  that  the  acts  were 
jWDt— that  the  circumstances  which  constitute 
the  offence  here  were  joint,  sanctioned  by  both 
parties.  Now,  supposing  two  Committees  are 
appointed,  and  one  Committee  finds  that  there 
«i»  no  bribery  or  corrupt  practices,  and  the  other 
Committee  finds  there  was 

Mr.  HALL. — There  might  have  been  bribery 
in  the  one  case  and  not  in  the  other. 

Mr.  SrE  WART.— This  petition  treats  it  as  a 
joint  act  on  the  part  of  the  two  honorable  gentle- 
men. It  is  a  petition  against  these  two  members 
for  certain  acts  which  constitute  bribery  and 
other  corrupt  practices.  The  thing  is  ab^^urd  at 
first  sight  that  two  members  can  be  petitioned 
against  in  one  petition.  These  difficulties  do 
present  themselves  to  one's  mind,  and  tl)e  easy 
and  jaunty  way  in  which  the  Premier  wished  to 
get  over  the  law  is  certainly  very  amusing.  If 
the  wishes  of  the  Premier  be  given  effect  to,  then 
supposing  Mr.  Hurst  says,  •*!  object  to  being 
tried  with  Dr.  Wallis,"  and  Dr.  Wallis  says,  *'  1 
will  not  separate  myself  from  Mr.  Hurst "  ? 
You  make  it  an  election  for  one,  but  will  require 
an  election  from  both. 

Mr.  HALL. — You  cannot  marry  two  people 
unless  they  are  both  agreed. 

Mr.  STEWART.— But  they  are  married  now 
by  the  petition.  "What  I  wish  to  point  out  is 
this :  that  a  primd  facie  case  has  been  raised 
upon  these  proceedings  for  inquiry,  because  it 


will  be  seen  that  the  Act  only  contemplates  peti- 
tions against  one  member,  and  against  one  mem- 
ber alone.     For  instance,  section  12  provides, — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  anv  sitting  member 
petitioned  against,  or  for  any  electors  petitioning 
and  admitted  parties  to  defend  the  election  or 
return,  to  object  to  the  sureties  or  any  of  them 
who  shall  liave  entered  into  such  bond,  on  the 
ground  of  insufficiency,  or  that  a  surety  is  dead, 
or  cannot  be  found  from  the  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient description  in  the  bond,  or  that  a  person 
named  in  the  bond  has  not  duly  executed  the 
same." 

Then,  the  16th  section  provides, — 

''It  shall  be  competent  to  any  petitioner,  at 
any  time  after  the  presentation  of  the  petition,  to 
withdraw  the  same  upon  giving  notice  in  writing 
under  his  hand,  or  under  the  hand  of  his  agent, 
to  the  Speaker,  and  also  to  the  sitting  member." 

Supposing  he  gives  notice  to  one  and  not  the 
other,  what  is  to  be  the  course  of  procedure  ?  It 
is  one  petition,  yet  it  is  a  joint  act  that  the  petition 
complains  of ;  but  suppose  one  person  receives 
notice  to  attend,  and  the  other  does  not,  might 
not  the  evidence  given  against  one,  if  sufficient  for 
a  conviction,  convict  indirectly  the  other  also? 
I  submit  that  such  a  state  of  things  could  not 
have  been  contemplated  by  the  Legislature. 
Then  section  17  says, — 

'*  If,  at  any  time  after  such  election  petition 
shall  have  been  presented,  the  member  petitioned 
against  shall  declare  in  writing  to  the  Speaker 
that  he  will  not  defend  his  election  or  return 
(notice  whereof  shall  bo  given  by  the  Speaker  in 
such  manner  us  he  shall  deem  best  calculated  to 
give  full  publicity  to  the  same),  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  person  having  a  right  to  vote  at  any  elec- 
tion to  which  such  petition  shall  relate,  at  any 
time  within  ten  days  after  the  publication  of  such 
notice,  to  petition  the  House  to  be  permitted  to 
defend  such  return  or  oppose  the  prayer  of  such 
petition,  and  such  person  shall  thereupon  be 
admitted  to  defend  or  oppose  the  same  respec- 
tively." 

It  only  refers  to  one  member.  Then  clause  19 
provides, — 

"  Whenever  any  election  petition  shall  have 
been  presented  to  the  House,  a  day  and  hour 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  House  for  the  selection 
of  a  Committee  to  try  the  allegations  therein  con- 
tained; and  notice  thereof  in  writing  shall  be 
given  by  the  Speaker  to  the  petitioners  and  the 
sitting  member,  or  to  the  person  who  may  have 
been  admitted  to  defend  the  return  or  oppose  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  or  to  their  agents,  accom- 
panied by  an  order  to  attend  the  House  at  the 
time  appointed." 

Here,  again,  the  Act  refers  to  one  member 
only.  In  England  the  case  is  different.  In  the 
Act  31  and  32  Vict,  this  difficulty  was  antici- 
pated and  properly  provided  against.  Section 
22  of  that  Statute  provides  for  two  or  more 
candidates  being  made  respondents.  Then,  in  the 
Act  of  George  III.,  Chap.  XVI. — and  I  may  sav 
I  think,  but  am  not  certain,  the  case  to  which 
my  friend  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City 
(Mr.  Pitt)  has  referred  must  have  come  under 
that  Act — we  find  it  was  obviously  intended  that 
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a  petition  might  be  against  one  or  two  or  three 
members  coUectiTely  ;  but.our  Act  does  not  con- 
template anything  of  the  sort,  and  therefore,  I 
submit,  a  fair  case  has  been  estobh'shed  for  in- 
quiry. As  to  the  question  which  the  Premier 
referred  to,  inTolred  in  section  2  of  the  Amend- 
ment Act  of  1862,  that  does  not  in  any  way  pre- 
clude the  parties  from  objecting  to  the  petition. 
It  is  quite  open  to  them  to  point  out  that  the 
petition  is  bad,  or  that  it  is  defectiye  in  some 
material  respect,  which  alleged  defect  should  be 
in  the  first  instance  considered  by  the  House. 
The  question  in  reference  to  the  bond  is  also  a 
serious  difficulty.  Subsection  (2),  section  3,  of 
the  Araendnoent  Act  of  1862  provides, — 

"  On  the  delivery  of  the  petition  as  aforesaid 
to  the  Returning  Officer  or  Resident  Magistrate, 
the  petitioners,  or  some  or  one  of  them,  shall 
enter  into  a  bond  to  the  Queen,  with  a  penalty 
of  two  hundred  poundt*,  with  two  sureties  in 
one  hundred  pounds  each,  to  prosecute  the  peti- 
tion in  a  bond  fide  manner  at  the  next  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  pay  all  such 
costs  and  penalties  as  may  be  specified  in  this 
behalf  in  a  resolution  of  the  Ilouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives: such  sureties  to  be  approved  of  by 
such  Returning  Officer  or  Resident  Magistrate." 

Now,  the  way  in  which  that  bond  is  enforced 
is  this :  After  the  proceedings  are  over,  costs 
are  awarded  to  the  members ;  but  the  bond 
cannot  be  assigned  partly  to  one  and  a  por- 
tion to  the  other.  But  there  can  be  no  assign- 
ment absolutely  to  one  person  here — that  is  to 
say,  supposing  costs  were  awarded  to  Mr.  Hurst 
to  the  extent  of  £200,  and  to  Br.  Wallis  to  the 
extent  of  £800,  how  would  the  Speaker  appor- 
tion the  bond  between  the  two  parties?  They 
have  no  joint  interest.  Mr.  Hurst's  costs  of  de- 
fending his  seat  against  the  petition  may  amount 
to  several  hundred  pounds,  and  Dr.  Wallis's  costs 
may  amount  to  the  same :  the  bond  could  not  be 
assigned  to  the  extent  of  so  much  to  one  and 
so  much  to  the  other.  The  ** chose  in  action" 
cannot  be  apportioned,  and  must  be  assigned  to 
some  particular  person.  However,  the  security 
seems  to  be  quite  insufficient,  and  should  be  £800. 
There  are  other  points  which  present  themselves 
to  one's  mind ;  but  the  simple  course  would  have 
been  to  have  petitioned  separately  against  each 
person,  and  then  no  difficulty  would  bare  arisen. 
Of  course,  there  is  the  insuperable  objection  you 
have  referred  to.  Sir,  with  reference  to  striking 
the  Committee — a  very  important  question,  and 
one  which  cannot  be  got  rid  of  in  the  way  pointed 
out  by  the  honorable  member  for  Avon ;  and  I 
certainly  think  the  best  course  would  be  for  the 
House  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable  , 
member  for  Waitaki,  so  that  the  Committee,  | 
after  careful  consideration  of  all  the  Acts  and 
cases  bearing  upon  the  point  involved,  might 
bring  up  to  the  House  their  recommendation, 
which  could  either  be  affirmed  or  rejected  by  the 
House.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  the  reckless 
proposition  suggested  by  the  Government  might  I 
be  attended  with  very  serious  injustice  to  mem-  ' 
bers  of  the  House  in  future.  I  take  it  to  be  of 
the  most  Tital  importance  that  the  procedure  of 
the  House  should  be  so  well  settled  that  any  per- 
Mr,  Stewart 


ton  will  in  future  understand  what  course  is  to 
be  followed.  To  compel  these  two  gentlemen  to 
elect  whether  they  will  have  their  cases  tried  to- 
gether or  not  is  to  force  upon  them  something 
which  is  improper  and  unfair.  It  is  a  serious 
matter  for  consideration  whether — inasmuch  as 
this  petition  really  alleges  a  joint  act  of  bril)eTy 
and  treating — it  can  be  sustained  by  erideoce. 
If  this  petition  were  referred  to  a  Committee  at 
once,  they  might  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we 
could  not  proceed  any  further.  What  is  wanted 
is  this,  r  apprehend :  that  all  preliminary  ques- 
tions should  be  first  disposed  of  by  the  House 
before  it  refers  the  petition  to  the  Committee,  so 
that  the  Committee  may  at  once  be  in  a  position 
satisfactorily  to  dispose  of  all  the  other  matters. 
I  hare  mentioned  already  that  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  other  difficult  questions  raised,  and  I  hops 
honorable  members  will  see  that  there  is  a  primd 
facie  case  made  out,  which  ought  to  be  referred 
to  this  Committee,  as  suftgested  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitaki. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  the  tendency  of  all 
modem  legislation  has  been  to  take  all  such  cases 
as  this  away  from  Parliament,  and  to  relegate 
them  to  Courts  of  justice.  I  do  not  on  the  present 
occasion  desire  to  express  any  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  wisdom  of  that  course,  for  no  doubt  there 
is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  Believing 
that  we  shall  follow  what  appears  to  be  the  well- 
established  rule,  I  do  not  feel  that  the  case  under 
consideration  is  of  that  great  importimce  it  would 
possess  if  we  were  laying  down  precedents  for  the 
guidance  of  the  future.  I  feel  that  the  st«l^ 
ments  of  the  honorable  and.  learned  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  are  not  rery  stronc to 
gentlemen  who  have  been  many  years  in  Parlis- 
ment.  The  objections  have  been  technical  snd 
legal,  and,  as  such,  do  not  weigh  Tery  heavilj 
with  the  General  Assembly.  When  the  hoDO^ 
able  member  wishes  to  know  what  would  be  the 
position,  supposing  Dr.  Wallis  and  Mr.  Hoist 
were  to  elect  to  have  separate  Committees  upon 
this  one  petition,  and  the  Committees  were  to 
arrive  at  diflerent  findings,  one  Committee  find- 
ing one  gentleman  guilty  of  bribery,  and  the 
other  Committee  acquitting  the  other  gentlemaii, 
he  apparently  thinks  he  has  reduced  the  matter 
to  an  absurdity  ;  but,  if  a  petition  liad  been  pre- 
sented against  each  member,  we  should  have  been 
in  exactly  the  same  position.  The  same  evidence 
would  have  had  to  be  produced ;  yet  the  Com- 
mittee might  find  one  guilty,  and  acquit  the  other. 
That  argument,  therefore,  has  no  weight  at  all 
It  is  a  mere  technical  difficulty  which  may  presait 
itself  to  the  mind  of  the  honorable  gentlemso, 
but  whieh  will  haTe  no  weight  in  this  Houar; 
and  that  such  a  thing  does  not  haye  weight  we 
have  the  experience  of  the  English  Parliament, 
where  such  petitions  are  invariably  received  and 
dcnlt  with.  Therefore  I  do  not  think  much  of 
that  point.  I  take  it  that  we  want  to  do  sub- 
stantial justice  as  between  all  parties,  and  I  my- 
self would  very  much  prefer,  before  we  come  to 
any  final  decision  in  the  matter,  that  yon,  Sir, 
should  have  time  to  consult  constitutional  aatbo- 
rities,  and  suggest  to  the  House  what  coune  it 
would  be  advisable  to  take — ^what  would  be  a 
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better  mode  of  proceeding  than  tbe  course  we  are 
now  following.  I  may  also  point  out  that  we 
cannot  expect  Tcry  satisfactory  guidance  from  the 
Committee  named  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitaki :  not  that  I  in  any  way  wish  to  expref  s 
distrust  in  the  judgment  of  those  honorable 
gentlemen,  but  I  would  submit  that,  as  four  out 
of  the  Committee  of  seven  have  already  in  their 
places  in  this  House  told  us  that  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  the  petition  is  irregular  and  cannot 
be  received,  they  would  come  to  its  consideration 
with  a  foregone  conclusion. 

Mr.  STEWART.  —  I  said  that  there  was  a 
strong  primd  facie  case  of  that  nature,  but  that  I 
had  not  had  time  to  consider  the  matter  care- 
fuUy. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  gentleman 
did  guard  himself  at  first,  but  he  said  subse- 
quently that  a  double  petition  could  not  be  pre- 
sented. The  honorable  gentleman  gave  that  as 
his  decided  opinion ;  but,  of  course,  if  he  wishes 
to  qualify  that  opinion  he  has  a  perfect  right  to 
do  so.  Then,  Sir,  we  have  three  gentlemen  who 
hold  most  decided  and  absolute  opinions  on  the 
matter,  and  we  have  one  who  says  he  thinks  there 
is  a  very  strong  primd  facie  case  without  his 
having  gone  carefully  into  it,  but  we  have  a  very 
clear  opinion  as  to  what' his  leanings  are.  It  is 
useless  to  refer  the  matter  to  such  a  Committee. 
If  we  are  to  decide  it,  we  had  better  decide  it  by 
debate  in  this  i louse;  but  I  think  that,  if  the 
House  is  not  prepared  to  accept  the  amendment 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands,  we  should  agree  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  in  order  that  we  may 
have  time  to  consider  what  the  decision  of  the 
House  should  be.  I  should  like  to  hear  your 
opinion,  Sir,  after  you  have  had  time  to  consult 
constitutional  authorities.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  House  will  agree  to  that.  There  are  many 
old  members  of  the  House  whom  I  should  like  to 
hear  express  an  opinion  upon  the  subject.  I 
should  like  to  hear  the  views  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey)  upon  it. 
The  question  is  not  so  important  that  we  are 
bound  to  come  to  a  decision  at  once,  and  I  sug- 
gest that  we  should  adjourn  the  debat-e,  with  a 
view  to  coming  to  a  more  satisfactory  conclusion 
than  we  can  come  to  at  present. 

*  Mr.  SPEAKEE.— In  regard  to  the  suggestion 
that  I  should  consider  the  nmtter  further,  I  may 
say  at  once  that  I  have  given  the  fullest  considera- 
tion to  it  during  the  pabt  ten  days,  and  there 
seems  such  a  hopeless  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
appointing  the  Committee  that  I  felt  it  my  duty 
to  inform  the  House  of  the  fact.  I  see  no  way 
out  of  the  difficulty ;  and,  without  wishing  to 
prejudice  the  matter,  I  must  say  that  I  think  the 
fault  lies  with  the  petitioner,  who  has  put  his 
petition  into  such  a  shape  as  to  bring  about  these 
difficulties.  If  a  separate  petition  in  the  case  of 
each  individual  member  had  been  presented,  these 
difficulties  would  not  have  arisen.  I  must  say 
that  I  cannot  see  that  any  advantage  would  result 
from  referring  the  matter  to  me. 

Major  ATKINSON.— If  that  is  jour  opinion. 
Sir,  I  will,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
withdraw  my  motion. 

Sir  G.  GBBY. — ^There  being  a  petition  against 


myself,  I  must  say  that  I  felt  a  little  alarmed  at 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
I  underst-ood  him  to  say — which  is  the  case — that 
in  England  these  petitions  are  heard  before  the 
Judges  of  the  country;  and  he  went  on  to  say 
that  he  would  not  commit  himself  to  any  opinion 
whether  that  was  a  desirable  course  or  not,  but 
that  public  opinion  was  in  that  direction,  and 
that  probably  that  would  soon  be  the  law  here. 
He  added  that,  that  being  the  case,  he  did  not 
object  to  these  petitions  being  carelessly  disposed 
of,  because  they  would  not  form  any  precedent 
for  the  future.  Now,  if  we  are  to  be  exe- 
cuted  

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  gentleman 
misunderstood  me.  If  I  said  anything  that  con- 
veyed that  impression,  I  did  not  intend  to  do  so. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— That  was  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  said.  He  may  not  have  intended  to 
say  so,  but  that  was  the  impression  left  on  my 
mind,  and  on  the  minds  of  my  friends  who  sit 
near  me.  Now,  that  is  contrary  to  all  principles 
of  justice.  The  only  thing  that  justifies  the 
execution  of  a  person  convicted  of  any  offence  is 
that  his  punishment  may  be  an  example  to  others; 
and  if  the  law  is  to  be  altered,  and  no  example  is 
to  be  made  for  future  guidance,  it  is  a  curious 
thing  that  the  honorable  gentleman 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man is  not  conforming  to  the  rules  of  the  House. 
I  made  an  explanation,  which  I  think  the  honor- 
able gentleman  ought  to  accept. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — If  an  honorable  member 
denies  the  use  of  language  imputed  to  him,  it  is 
the  duty  of  members  to  accept  his  denial. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —  There  is  another  question 
involved.  It  is  not  whaf  the  honorable  gentle- 
man intended  to  convey.  It  is  what  his  words 
did  convey.  I  wish  to  set  the  mind  of  ererj 
honorable  gentleman  right  upon  the  point. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  honorable  gentleman 
says  he  did  not  wish  to  convey  the  impression 
which  has  been  attached  to  his  words,  and  in 
that  case  liis  explanation  ought  to  be  accepted. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  no  objection  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  saying  anything  he 
likes. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— I  must  certainly  beg  to  be 
excused  from  acting  on  the  Committee,  for  the 
reason  already  stated — nauiely,  that  five  out  of 
the  seven  members  nominated  have  expressed  de- 
cided opinions  upon  the  matter.  It  would  be 
absolutely  useless  to  expect  that  they  would 
discuss  the  matter  impartially  ;  and  I,  for  one, 
could  not  agree  to  go  through  the  farce  of  sitting 
upon  a  Committee  when  five  out  of  seven  mem- 
bers— for  I  find  that  five  members  have  already 
expressed  decided  opinions — have  already  made 
up  their  minds  on  the  matter  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— We  have  been  discussing 
this  motion  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  it  would  have  been  very  much 
better  if  we  had  said  a  great  deal  less  about  it. 
All  that  was  necessary  was  to  make  out  a  case, 
and  I  think  that  was  done  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitaki.  He  seemed  to  me  to  make 
out  a  Tery  good  case  indeed,  and  other  honorable 
members  followed  in  the  same  direction,  drawing 
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the  attention  of  the  House  to  many  important 
points  that  had  not  been  referred  to  by  him.  In 
fact,  our  legal  friends  have  had  what  may  be 
called  a  field  day.  We  haye  had  long  extracts  read 
from  Statutes  and  other  books,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  almost  as  well  if  our  library 
were  not    so    accessible.     We  almost  required 

Eorters  to  bring  in  the  great  loads  of  books  that 
ave  been  used.  I  think  a  case  for  inquiry  has 
been  made  out,  and  the  sooner  that  case  goes  to 
the  Committee  the  better. 

Mr.  HISLOP.  —  I  understand  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  objected  to  the  composition  of  the 
Committee  on  the  ground  that  some  members 
hare  expressed  decided  opinions  upon  the  matter. 
So  far  as  the  Committee  is  concerned,  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  its  being  chosen  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  or  by 
anybody  else.  As  to  the  expressions  of  opinion,  I 
think  it  was  incumbent  upon  me,  before  asking 
for  the  appointment  of  the  Committee,  to  make 
out  a  sufficient  case,  and  I  endeavoured  to  do  so, 
leaving  myself,  however,  open  to  conviction  if  the 
arguments  of  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson 
City  (Mr.  Pitt),  or  those  supplied  by  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-G-eneral,  who  has  been  busjing  him- 
self, should  show  my  suppositions  to  be  wrong. 
I  have  not  expressed  such  decided  opinions  as 
to  lay  myself  open  to  the  charge  tlmt  I  would 
act  partially  on  the  Committee.  Of  course  I 
cannot  speak  for  other  honorable  members,  but 
I  would  ask  the  House,  acting,  as  it  is,  in  the 
nature  of. a  Court,  to  be  careful  of  its  forms, 
80  that  there  sliould  be  no  loose  execution 
of  law,  such  as  would  be  likely  to  take  place  if 
the  amendment  to  my  motion  were  adopted. 
That  amendment  would  set  up  such  a  loose  pre- 
cedent that,  with  an  unscrupulous  Ministry  on 
those  benches,  none  of  us  would  be  safe  from 
attacks  from  persons  outside  the  House.  I  hope 
the  House  will  prove  superior  to  party  feeling, 
and  that  we  shall  decide,  once  for  all,  whether 
those  forms  which  ought  to  be  adhered  to  shall 
be  adhered  to  or  not.  I  hope  the  gentlemen  on 
the  Government  benches,  at  all  events,  will  see 
their  way  to  indorse  the  first  part  of  the  motion. 
As  to  the  Committee,  I  am  not  particular  how  it 
is  composed,  so  long  as  pronounced  party  men  are 
excluded  from  it. 

Mr.  PITT. — I  trust  the  course  puge^ested  by 
the  honorable  member  forWaitaki  will  be  fol- 
lowed. Having  expressed  an  opinion  upon  the 
matter,  I  feel,  like  the  honorable  member  for 
Kaiapoi,  that  I  would  rather  not  act  on  the  Com- 
mittee. I  think  it  would  be  much  belter  that  the 
Committee  should  be  nominated  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  or  by  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  solution  which  has  been 
suggested  is  perhaps  the  best  one,  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitaki  should  withdraw  the 
names  he  has  proposed,  and  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee  should  be  left  to  the 
Selection  Committee.  If  that  is  agreed  to,  I 
hope  my  honorable  friend  the  Minister  of  Lands 
will  withdraw  his  amendment.  Will  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitaki  agree  to  have  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection  ? 
Mr.  HISLOP.— I  have  already  said  so. 
Mr,  Thomson 


Mr.  EOLLESTON.— Then  Task  leave  to  with- 
draw my  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Committee  of  Selection 
consists  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees  (Mr. 
Seymour),  Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Moss,  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
Mr.  Hislop.  I  may  observe  that  since  the  General 
Committee  of  Elections  has  been  abolished  the 
Selection  Committee  has  been  at  times  recently 
used  at  Home  in  matters  of  this  kind.  I  presume 
the  Committee  of  Selection  will  be  unfettered  as 
to  the  number  of  members  of  the  Committee  it 
appointa. 

Motion,  "  That  the  Committee  be  appointed  by 
the  Selection  Committee,  four  to  be  a  quorum," 
agreed  to. 

CHRISTCHURCH  CITY. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  to  try  the  allegations  contained  in  the 
petition  of  the  Hon.  E.  Richardson  against  the 
return  of  Sir  G.  Grey  for  the  City  of  Christ- 
church,  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — 1  have  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Travers  intimating  that  the  petitioner  has 
appointed  Iiim  his  agent  and  counsel  in  the  mat- 
ter. I  have  also  before  me  a  list  of  the  names  of 
all  members  of  the  House,  omitting  the  Speaker's 
name  and  the  name  of  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees. Now  is  the  time  for  proposing  the  ex- 
emption of  members  from  serving  on  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — Before  the  question  is  put,  I 
should  like  to  ask  your  ruling,  whether  a  stamp 
ought  not  to  be  affixed  to  the  affidavit  put  in.  I 
understand  such  a  stamp  is  not  affixed,  and  the 
law  requires  that  any  affidavit  shall  be  stamped. 
It  has  been  ruled  over  and  over  again  that,  until 
an  affidavit  or  other  document  requiring  a  stamp 
has  one  affixed,  it  is  incomplete.  I  would  ask, 
therefore,  whether  that  document  has  complied 
with  the  terms  of  the  Act.  , 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  could  not  take  upon  myself 
to  decide  that  question  off- hand.  I  should  think 
that  was  a  question  which  would  come  within  the 
duties  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HISLOP.  —  Should  I  be  in  order  in 
moving  that  this  document  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  in  the  same  way  as  the  petition  in  the 
last  case,  to  see  whether  the  terms  of  the  Act 
have  been  complied  with  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  not. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — I  presume  the  technical  points 
should  be  complfbd  with  in  this  case  as  well  as  in 
the  other. 

Mr.  HALL. — If  that  is  the  question,  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  decided  by  the  House  itself; 
but  I  would  suggest  that,  unless  there  is  a  very 
clear  case,  we  should  not  allow  so  large  and 
important  a  question  as  that  of  who  shall  repre- 
sent an  important  constituency  in  this  House 
to  turn  upon  a  mere  technicality.  Surely  we 
ought  to  take  a  broader  view  of  such  a  question 
than  that.  Unless  it  is  absolutely  incumbent  on 
us  to  admit  highly-technical  objections  of  this 
kind,  I  think  we  should  decide  the  question  on 
its  merits. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS.— I  am  astonished  that 
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the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  should  give 
Buch  an  interpretation  of  the  legality  of  an 
unstamped  document.  The  want  of  a  stamp 
does  not  affect  its  completeness.  If  it  is  not 
stamped  now,  it  can  be  stamped  for  balf-a-crown 
at  any  time  within  one  month  without  any  fine ; 
up  to  thi^e  months  on  payment  of  a  fine  of 
20  per  cent,  in  addition,  which,  in  this  case, 
would  be  6d. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE.— It  would  be  degrading 
to  the  House  if  it  were  to  entertain  for  a  moment 
the  objection  raised  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitaki.  Stamp  duties  were  never  intended  to 
operate  upon  this  House.  Tliey  were  intended 
to  operate  upon  our  commercial  system,  for 
rerenue  purposes.  This  House  is  brought  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  projecting  the  ways 
and  means  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  public 
serrice ;  and  I  think  it  is  not  at  nil  within  the 
spirit  of  our  Coustitution  that  we  should  require 
plaints  brought  before  the  House  to  have  a  half- 
crown  stamp  attached  to  them,  and  the  absence 
of  such  a  stamp  should  not  be  a  bar  to  justice 
being  done  by  us. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.  — The  honorable  member 
for  Waitaki  recommended  me  a  short  time  ago 
to  read  the  Standing  Orders ;  and  I  would  now 
recommend  the  honorable  gentleman  to  read 
the  Stamp  Act.  It  was  stated  by  the  honorable 
gentleman,  and  by  the  honorable  member  for 
£den,  that  a  document  requiring  a  stamp  is  not 
complete  until  the  stamp  is  attached ;  but  erery 
lawyer  knows  that  is  not  true.  The  document  is 
perfectly  ralid,  but  cannot  be  received  as  evidence 
in  a  Court  of  law — that  is  all.  And  then,  there  is 
a  complete  answer  to  the  honorable  gentleman's 
objection  in  the  5th  section  of  the  Election 
Petitions  Act,  which  says  that  every  Election 
Petitions  Committee  is  to  be  guided  "  by  justice 
and  good  conscience,  without  regard  to  legal  forms 
and  solemnities." 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  —  Has  it  not  been  the 
practice  hitherto  that  the  names  of  Ministers 
should  be  struck  off  the  list  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— In  the  cases  which  occurred 
in  1876  the  members  of  the  Executive  were  ex- 
empted. 

Mr.  BO  WEN.— I  think  it  was  not  the  case  in 
1871. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  for  the  House  to  eay 
whether  they  are  to  be  exempted  or  not. 

Mr.  HALL. — Ministers  tliink  that  parties  are 
so  evenly  balanced  in  the  House  at  present  that 
it  would  not  be  wise  to  disturb  that  balance  by 
refusing  to  act  on  this  Committee. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— I  will  move,  That  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Native  race  in  this  House  be 
exempted.  I  find,  on  looking  into  precedents, 
that  they  have  been  exempted  on  previous  occa- 
sions. They  are  returned  to  this  House  under 
a  different  law  from  the  European  representa- 
tives, and  therefore  cannot  be  expected  to  have 
made  themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  our 
system  of  representation. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  protest  against  such  a 
doctrine  as  that.  Ministers  say  that  parties  are 
so  ereoly  balanced  in  the  House  that  their  names 
cannot  be  taken  off  the  list ;  and  yet  it  is  pro- 


posed to  strike  off  the  names  of  the  Maori 
members.  I  certainly  do  not  think  their  names 
should  be  struck  off.  It  has  been  sought  to 
bring  them  under  the  Disqualification  Act,  and 
I  do  not  see  that  they  can  bo  deprived  of  any 
privileges  we  oui*selve8  possess.  I  say  that  by 
the  law  the  Maori  members  are  entitled  to  sit  on 
this  Committee,  and  I  think  the  majority  of  the 
House  will  sustain  their  rights  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  — There  is  a  better  reason 
why  their  names  should  not  be  struck  off'  the  list. 
We  take  our  share  in  determining  whether  they 
are  qualified  to  sit  here  or  not.  I  should  not 
object  to  their  names  being  struck  off  this  list  if 
we  allow  them  to  settle  their  petitions  regarding 
their  own  elections  themselves. 

Mr.  BOWEN.— I  do  not  wish  to  press  the 
motion.  I  acted  strictly  on  precedent.  I  looked 
into  the  matter,  and  the  late  Native  Minister  will 
bear  me  out  in  saying  that  the  same  thing  has 
been  done  on  previous  occasions.  The  only  reason 
why  I  proposed  the  exemption  was  because  it 
has  been  the  custom  to  exempt  those  honorable 
gentlemen.  However,  in  the  present  state  of 
party  feeling,  when  it  appears  no  question  can  be 
discussed  without  a  violent  exhibition  of  that 
feeling,  I  think  it  is  better  to  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw the  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  beg  to  move,  That  the 
members  of  the  Executive  be  exempted  from 
sitting  on  the  Committee.  There  is  no  doubt, 
from  the  way  in  which  the  honorable  member  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  spoke  of  the  balance 
of  parties,  that  he  would  only  be  a  strong  parti- 
san in  the  inquiir. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE.— It  appears  to  me  that, 
according  to  all  modern  rules,  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible to  eliminate  any  members  of  this  House 
from  the  privileges  and  rights  that  belong  to 
them.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  along  with  the 
late  Native  Minister,  that  we  should  insist  that 
every  honorable  member  of  this  House,  except 
those  exempt  by  law,  should  serve  on  these  Com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  law  prescribes  the  parti- 
cular manner  in  which  this  Committee  shall  be 
struck.  The  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  (Mr. 
Shrim^ki)  proposes  to  act  contrary  to  that,  and 
to  declare  that  the  law  is  to  be  disregarded. 

Mr.   SHRIMSKI.— It  has   been   disregarded 

Mr.'  READER  WOOD.  — I  think  in  this 
matter  we  ought  to  abide  by  the  letter  of  the 
law  laid  down  for  us.  If  one  member  is  to  get 
up  and  move  a  resolution  that  the  Maori  mem- 
bers shall  be  exempt,  and  another  that  Ministers 
shall  be  exempt,  from  serving  on  these  Com- 
mittees, the  simplest  plan  is  for  one  member  on 
my  side  of  the  House  to  move  that  all  members 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  shall  be  ex- 
empt, and  then  for  a  member  on  the  Government 
side  of  the  House  to  get  up  and  propose  that  all 
members  on  my  side  shall  be  exempt ;  and  then 
wo  shall  settle  the  difficulty.  I  think  we  should 
adhere  to  the  law  in  this  matter,  and  we  shall 
make  a  great  mistake  if  we  attempt  to  supple- 
ment the  law  by  resolution  of  this  House. 
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Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  clause  20  of  the  Elec- 
tion Petitions  Act  gives  power  to  the  House  to 
do  what  is  proposed  bj  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitaki  (Mr.  Shrimski).  That  clause  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  At  the  time  appointed,  the  Speaker  shall 
cause  to  be  made  out  a  list  containing  the  names 
of  all  the  members  of  the  House,  excepting  ovXy 
those  of  the  Speaker  and  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, and  such  members  as  have  obtained  leave 
of  absence,  or  are  not  available  for  service  on  the 
Committee  through  illness  or  absence,  or  from 
such  other  cause  as  the  House,  on  the  question 
being  referred  to  them  by  the  Speaker,  shall  de- 
termine to  be  sufficient  excuse  for  not  serving  on 
the  Committee." 

The  latter  part  of  that  clause  leaves  it  entirelv 
to  the  House  to  sav  who  shall  serve  and  who  shall 
not  serve  on  the  Committee.  If  we  think  there 
is  sufficient  cause  shown  bj  the  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution why  Ministers  should  be  exempt,  it  would 
be  for  us  to  take  action.  When  we  see  that  the 
Ministry  does  not  command  the  confidence  of  a 
majority  of  the  House,  it  is  sufficient  cause  to 
exempt  them  from  this  Committee.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  motion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waitaki  would  be  an  indirect  vote  of  want 
of  confidence.  We  are  not  allowed  to  bring  on 
our  grievances,  and  I  think  this  will  be  a  very 
good  opportunity  for  bringing  on  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  I  submit  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  not  really  discussing  the  question 
before  the  House.  The  question  before  the 
House  now  is  not  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  the 
honorable  member  was  not  out  of  order  in  speak- 
ing to  the  question  of  exempting  Ministers. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  very  glad  to  hear  your 
ruline.  Sir.  I  think  the  words  of  the  Act  are  very 
specific — **  or  such  other  course  as  the  House  may 
cbtermine."  I  say  the  case  is  this  :  As  far  as  the 
House  is  concerned,  if  Ministers  have  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  House  in  one  respect,  they  have 
lost  our  confidence  in  every  respect. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  allowed  the  honorable 
member  on  the  previous  occasion  to  go  on,  think- 
ing that  he  was  speaking  in  a  jocular  manner  ; 
but  I  must  say  that  I  think  he  is  now  a  little 
out  of  order  in  his  present  remarks. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Seriously  speaking,  I  think 
we  ought  to  be  very  careful  in  using  our  pre- 
rogative in  these  cases ;  and  I  think  the  majority 
of  the  House  at  all  times  should  unite  in  deter- 
mining as  to  the  proceedings.  We  have  been 
placed  in  our  present  position  owing  to  the  action 
of  the  Government :  under  these  circumstances, 
I  think  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitaki  is  quite  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  a  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  am  very  sorry  that, 
having  mooted  this  question,  it  should  have  led  to 
this  discussion.  I  thought  there  was  some  reason 
for  this  exemption ;  but  it  seems  there  is  no 
reason  whatever,  and  I  would  strongly  urge  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitaki  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Shrimaki's  motion  was  withdrawn. 
Mr,  Reader  Wood 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  \b  customary  for  the  per- 
son petitioned  against  to  be  omitted  from  the  list. 
Therefore,  with  the  consent  of  the  House,  I  will 
now  omit  Sir  George  Grey's  name.  It  is  now  my 
duty  to  furnish  the  two  parties — the  petitioner 
and  the  member  petitioned  against — with  a  Ust 
of  the  members,  showing  omissions :  the  omissions 
being  the  Speaker,  the  Chairman  of  Committees, 
and  the  member  petitioned  against  (SirG.  Grey). 
The  parties  will  each  then  nominate  a  member 
to  serve  on  the  Committee. 

Mr.  TOLE.— Do  I  understand  that  this  peti- 
tion is  not  to  be  referred  to  the  same  Committee  as 
the  other  petition  f 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— No ;  it  is  not  to  be  referred 
to  that  Committee. 

Mr.  TOLE. — Should  I  be  in  order  in  moving 
that  the  petition  be  discharged  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— No. 

Mr.  TOLE. — ^May  I  draw  your  attention.  Sir, 
to  page  602 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — No  business  can  go  on  in  the 
absence  of  the  Clerk,  who  is  communicating  the 
list  to  the  petitioner's  agent. 

The  Clebk  having  returned, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said.— I  have  to  inform  the 
House,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Richardson,  that  Mr. 
William  Sefton  Moorhouse  has  been  named  as 
his  committeeman.  I  now  call  upon  Sir  G«oxge 
Grey  to  name  the  member  he  desires  to  represent 
him  on  the  Committee. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  name  the  honorable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart). 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  now  appoint  Mr.  Fulton 
as  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee ;  and  I  name 
to-morrow  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  in  my 
room,  as  the  time  and  place  for  striking  the  Com- 
mittee. 

PAPAKURA  TELEGRAPH  AND  POST 
OFFICE. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  have  a  telegraph  and  post  and  money- 
order  office  opened  at  Papakura?  He  might 
state  that  Papakura  was  the  principal  town  of  the 
county.  It  was  also  the  principal  polling-place 
for  the  electoral  district,  and  was  within  the 
centre  of  a  very  large  population.  At  present  the 
post  office  was  conducted  in  a  store,  and  the 
people  in  the  neighbourhood  were  very  anxious 
that  a  telegraph  and  money-order  office  should  be 
established  there  in  connection  with  the  post 
office. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  Government  were 
not  at  present  able  to  give  a  positive  answer,  but 
inquiry  would  be  made. 

PDKEKOHE  COURTHOUSE. 
Major  HARRIS  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  he  will  cause  a  sum  of  money  to  be  placed 
on  the  estimates  for  the  erection  of  a  CourUiouse 
at  Pukekohe?  The  district  for  which  he  asked 
for  this  Courthouse  was  very  large  and  populous : 
Pukekohe  was  the  centre  of  a  large  and  thickly- 
populated  district.  At  the  present  time,  persons 
wishing  to  have  a  little  law  on  their  own  account 
had  to  travel  eleven  miles.  If  a  Courthouse  were 
established  in  the  place  mentioned,  there  would 
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be  no  necessitj  for  traTelling  so  far  in  order  to 
indulge  in  the  luxury  of  lair. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that  at  the  present 
time  the  Qt)Terument  had  received  no  information 
on  the  subject.  He  would  make  inquiries,  but  as 
yet  no  reason  had  been  shown  for  erecting  this 
Conrthouse. 

CMVE  ELECTION. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  Natiye  Minister, 
Whether  the  colony  has  been  charged  wit&  the 
cost  incurred  in  conveying  the  late  Native  Minis- 
ter, Mr.  Sheehan,  from  Auckland  to  Napier,  to 
enable  him  to  contest  the  Clive  election,  after  he 
was  returned  for  the  Thames ;  and,  if  so,  what 
were  the  items  charged,  and  what  was  the  total 
cost  F  He  had  been  requested  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Kative  Minister,  he  had  been  asked  by  him  to 
give  the  answer,  which  was  aa  follows :  ''Ministers 
when  travelling  are  allowed  expenses,  and  Mr. 
Sheehan,  I  presume,  drew  his  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to  in  the  usual  way.  But  the  question 
appears  to  refer  to  special  or  extra  expenses,  and 
no  such  expenditure  seems  to  have  been  charged 
against  the  colony  on  the  occasion  referred  to.  A 
voucher  for  £40  was  sent  for  payment  to  the  Go- 
yemment;  but,  on  this  being  submitted  to  Mr. 
Sheehan,  he  said  that  the  amount  would  be  paid 
by  himself,  as  the  expense  was  partly  incurred 
in  connection  with  the  Clive  election  contest,  in 
which  he  was  a  candidate." 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  might  stote  that  there  were 
other  charges  which  he  was  entitled  to  make,  but 
did  not,  lest  there  should  be  any  question  raised. 
They  amounted  to  a  sum  of  £40. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  wished  to  say  that  he  was 
exceedingly  glad  to  hear  the  answer  given  to  the 
question  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier. 

INANaAHUA  SHEEP  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE  asked  the  Government, 
On  whose  recommendation  Mr.  GkbUagher  was 
appointed  Sheep  Inspector  for  the  Inangahua 
District,  the  number  of  sheep  in  the  district,  and 
the  amount  of  salary  paid ;  also  the  date  of  the 
appointment  ? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  Mr.  John  Gallagher 
was  appointed  Sheep  Inspector  in  the  Buller  and 
Grey  subdivision  of  the  Nelson  Sheep  District  on 
the  1st  March,  1879,  at  a  salary  of  £200  a  year,  to 
include  all  travelling  expenses  within  the  Nelson 
District.  Mr.  Gallagher  applied  for  the  appoint- 
ment himself,  and  his  appHcation  was  supported 
by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Sheep  for  the  district. 
A  deputation— Mr.  Reeves  and  Mr.  Shephard — 
who  waited  on  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  matters 
relating  to  Nelson,  were  consulted  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  appointing  an  Inspector  for  this  sub- 
division, and  they  concurred  in  recommending 
Mr.  Gbllagher.  There  were  3,948  sheep  in  the 
Buller  and  Grey  subdivision,  owned  by  fifty-three 
residents  in  t)ie  subdivision. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD  had  heard  his  name  men- 
tioned as  having  recommended  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Gallagher.  That  was  an  entire  mistake. 
He  did  not  know  the  gentleman  who  was  ap- 
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pointed  Sheep  Inspector,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  recommending  his  appointment,  and  his 
name  ought  not  to  be  connected  with  it  in  any 
way. 

Mr.  REEVES  had  certainly  recommended  Mr. 
Gallagher  for  the  appointment,  as  he  belieyed 
him  to  be  a  most  fitting  person  for  the  position. 
He  would  point  out  that,  although  there  were 
but  3,948  sheep  in  the  Buller  and  Grey  District, 
there  came  every  year,  from  the  Amuri  District, 
from  Nelson,  Canterbury,  and  Wanganui,  some 
12,000  or  15,000  sheep ;  and  it  was  also  for  the 
purpose  of  looking  after  those  sheep  coming  that 
the  Inspector  was  appointed. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  the  Government  propose  to 
make  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  provision  for  the 
more  expeditious  dealing  with  applications  to 
acquire  waste  lands  in  the  West  Coast  portion  of 
the  Nelson  Land  District,  for  affording  increased 
facilities  for  settlement  of  the  lands  by  agricul- 
turists, and  for  providing  for  a  more  local  ad- 
ministration ?  He  might  inform  the  Government 
that  for  the  last  nine  or  ten  years  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  obtaining  land  in  the  district  he 
at  present  represented  had  been  enormous.  He 
knew  a  number  of  cases  in  which  persons  had 
applied  for  land,  had  paid  a  deposit  on  application, 
and  whose  applications  were  mvourably  received 
and  recommended;  and  yet,  although  a  con- 
siderable time  had  elapsed,  they  had  been  imable 
to  obtain  a  title  or  lease  of  any  kind.  He  knew 
of  one  case  in  particular  where  a  bond  fide  settler 
had,  ten  years  ago,  applied  for  a  lease  of  a  pieoe  of 
land.  He  paid  the  required  deposit,  and  was 
promised  a  lease.  Although  he  had  written  re- 
peatedly to  the  Land  Office  of  the  district  for  his 
title,  he  had  been  unable  to  get  a  scrap  of  paper 
or  title,  or  any  information  whatever  as  to  when 
he  would  receive  it.  He  had  expended  a  good 
deal  of  money  in  improying  the  property  and 
fencing  it  in,  and  yet  ne  was  unable  to  get  a  title 
to  it,  or  any  answer  whatever,  from  the  Nelson 
Waste  Lands  Board.  There  were  a  number  of 
other  cases  of  a  similar  kind.  He  might  state 
that  there  were  a  number  of  reserves  in  that  dis- 
trict, and  he  would  be  glad  if  the  Goyemment 
would  give  their  attention  to  the  question  of 
throwing  open  these  lands  for  competition  by 
bund  fide  settlers.  Scores  of  men  had  been  hang- 
ing about  the  town  for  weeks  and  months,  in  the 
expectation  of  being  able  to  obtain  land;  but 
they  had  gone  away  disappointed,  carrying  their 
money  with  them. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Government  was 
aware  that  there  had  been  considerable  incon- 
yenience  in  the  past  in  the  matter  referred  to  by 
the  honorable  gentleman.  It  was  now  intended 
to  make  the  Wardens  District  Land  Officers. 
They  would  receive  applications  for  land,  and 
furnish  information  from  maps  and  otherwise. 
The  sales  of  land  would  be  held  at  the  place 
most  convenient  to  the  land  to  be  sold.  It  was 
hoped  that  these  arrangements  would  meet  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  ease. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  said  the  remedy  proposed 
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would  not  cure  the  evil.  What  was  wanted  was 
a  more  expeditious  and  less  roundabout  waj  of 
acquiring  land.  The  remedy  proposed  bj  the 
Government  would  only  introduce  another  office 
between  the  people  and  the  land,  and  increase  the 
red-tapism,  formalism,  and  delay  in  acquiring  the 
land. 

PAUATAHANUI  TELEGRAPH  STATION. 

Mr.  BRANDON  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  establish  a  telegraph  station  at  Paua- 
tahanui?  He  might  say  that  this  was  a  very 
important  district,  and  a  telegraph  station  would 
be  a  great  public  convenience.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  be  able  to  see  their  way  to 
establish  the  station.  There  was  a  Government 
reserve  there  which  might  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  HALL  was  afraid  the  Government  could 
not  see  their  way  to  establish  a  regular  telegraph 
station  at  the  place  mentioned.  It  might  be 
possible  to  establish  a  lineman's  station.  The 
Government  were  making  inquiries  on  the  subject, 
and  would  be  glad  if  they  could  see  their  way  to 
erect  a  lineman's  station. 

NATIVE  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  BRYCE. — Sir,  in  rising  to  make  the  Na- 
tive Statement  to  the  House,  I  wish  to  say  that 
it  is  my  desire  that  the  very  fullest  opportunity 
should  be  afforded  for  debating  the  questions  in 
connection  with  Native  affairs ;  and,  in  order  that 
the  late  Native  Minister  may  follow,  and  that  any 
other  member  may  take  part  in  the  discussion,  I 
shall  move,  if  you  say  it  can  be  done,  Sir,  that 
the  House  do  adjourn.  I  think  the  honorable 
members  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  will 
be  prepared  to  give  me  credit  for  being  a  silent 
member — a  member  who  is  not  in  the  habit  of 
taking  up  very  much  of  the  time  of  the  House 
unnecessarily.  That  being  so,  and  as  it  really 
does  require  a  very  strong  impulse  to  get  me  on 
my  legs,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  while  I  say  one  or  two  words  with  re- 
gard to  our  position  on  these  benches,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  make  any  Statement  on  Native  Affairs. 
I  shall  only  say  two  or  three  words,  and  will  not 
occupy  more  than  two  or  three  minutes  in  doing 
so,  upon  the  position  of  the  Government  from 
my  point  of  view.  I  ask  the  opportunity  of 
doing  this,  because  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  likely 
that  I  shall  take  part  in  the  debate  which  is 
supposed  to  be  pending.  Now,  I  claim  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Government  occupy  their  position 
upon  on  these  benches  by  fair  means.  I  claim  to 
believe  that  we  have  been  put  here  fairly  by  a 
majority  of  the  House. — (No,  no.) — An  honorable 
member  says  "  No,  no,"  and  he  doubtless  means 
that  we  have  got  here  unfairly,  because,  as  has 
been  said,  we  have  got  here  under  false  pretences. 
I  say,  Sir,  we  have  come  here  under  no  false  pre- 
tences. The  honorable  member  who  lately  held 
the  position  I  now  occupy  announced  from  this 
bench,  while  the  no-confidence  debate  was  pend- 
ing, that  no  coalition  would  be  possible — that  no 
member  from  that  side  of  the  House  would  join 
my  honorable  colleague  the  Premier  in  forming  a 
Ministry,  and  that  he  would  have  to  draw  from 
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his  own  friends  alone.  Nay,  more,  the  honorable 
member  who  is  now  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
stood  up  where  I  am  standing  now,  and  gave 
what  was  virtually  a  notice  that  he  would  move 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Gt>vemment ; 
and,  in  view  of  these  facts,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  no  coalition  was  possible,  and  that  Mr. 
Hall  would  have  to  form  a  Government  from 
his  own  party,  honorable  members  gave  their 
votee.  It  is  an  unfair  mode  of  argument  to  say 
that  we  are  here  under  fiilse  pretences.  It  is  said 
now,  indeed,  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition,  that 
they  hold  a  majority.  So  be  it.  I  am  not  going 
to  argue  the  question  with  them.  Even  if  they 
say  they  have  a  majority  of  twenty  I  will  not 
deny  it.  If  they  go  further,  however,  and  say 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  do  not  desire 
to  give  this  Government  a  fair  opportunity  of 
placing  their  measures  before  the  country,  I 
will  dispute  that  assertion.  I  will  ask  them  to 
concede  this:  that  we  have  a  large  number  of 
supporters,  who  represent  a  considerable  section 
of  the  country ;  and  I  do  say  that  it  is  our  du^, 
seeing  that  our  sincerity  has  been  challenged,  to 
prove  that  sincerity  beyond  all  question.  It  is 
our  duty  to  ourselves ;  it  is  our  duty  to  the 
gentlemen  who  support  us  in  this  House,  and 
to  that  section  of  the  country  which  they  repre- 
sent ;  in  fact,  it  is  our  duty  to  the  whole  coun- 
try to  do  so  —  a  duty  which,  in  my  opinion, 
we  cannot  evade  vrithout  dishonor.  Now,  Sir, 
I  will  say  no  more  upon  that  point,  and  I 
am  obliged  to  the  House  for  its  toleration  in 
allowing  me  to  say  so  much.  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  subject  proper  of  my  Statement.  A 
high  constitutional  authority  in  this  House — the 
honorable  member  for  Pamell — stated  a  consti- 
tutional doctrine  in  the  House  a  little  while  ago, 
to  which  I  will  allude  for  a  moment  if  I  am  not 
ruled  out  of  order  in  making  reference  to  a  pre- 
vious debate.  The  doctrine  which  he  laid  down 
at  that  time  was  this :  that  it  was  no  part  of  the 
duty  of  an  incoming  Ministry  to  traduce  the 
character  of  the  preceding  Ministry — that  it  was 
no  part  of  our  duty  to  traduce  and  slander  oar 
predecessors,  to  point  out  their  little  sins,  or  to 
pick  holes  in  their  coats.  I  most  entirely  agree 
with  that  constitutional  doctrine.  I  never  had  a 
doubt  about  it.  I  believed  in  the  doctrine  long 
before  the  honorable  member  for  Pamell  in- 
structed the  House  in  it.  Sir,  it  has  amused  me 
to  some  considerable  extent  to  see — what  shall  I 
say? — the  alarm,  almost  the  panic,  witli  which 
some  honorable  members  seem  to  regard  what 
an  honorable  member  has  been  pleased  to  call 
the  "  detective  Ministry."  They  seem  to 
think  that  some  dreadful  disclosures  will  be 
made.  Sir,  we  have  high  authority  for  saying 
that  "  The  wicked  flee  when  no  man  pursueth. 
I  am  not  going  so  far  as  to  say  on  the  present 
occasion  that  there  are  any  wicked  in  the  case, 
or  that  any  one  is  flying ;  but  I  do  say  this  :  that 
there  is  no  pursuit,  at  any  rate,  in  the  direction 
which  seems  to  be  so  much  feared.  Sir,  when  I 
understood  that  I  had  to  make  a  Statement  of 
this  nature  to  the  House,  I  determined  at  first 
to  prepare  a  lot  of  tables,  and  to  place  them  be- 
fore the  House  as  well  as  I  was  able;   bat  I 
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changed  mj  mind.  I  have  prepared  a  few  tables, 
however,  which  I  intend  to  lay  before  tbe  House 
before  I  resume  mj  seat.  I  thought  it  was  much 
more  important  tbat  I  should  try  to  place  before 
the  House  the  mode  in  which  each  particular 
department  has  been  administered  under  the 
system  of  personal  govemment  which  obtains  in 
the  Native  Department  than  that  I  should  deal 
largely  with  tables,  which,  perhaps,  the  House 
would  not  understand  whilst  I  uttered  them,  and 
would  scarcely  look  at  when  printed.  I  have 
noticed  that  some  publishers  at  Home  have  a 
peculiar  way  of  bringing  certain  publications 
before  the  public.  If  they  wish  to  bring  a  book 
prominently  into  public  notice  they  will  tell  you 
how  it  is  bound,  the  number  of  pages  it  con- 
tains, and  so  on ;  and  when  they  are  particularly 
anxious  to  bring  the  book  before  the  public  they 
adopt  the  plan  of  holding  up  a  specimen-page  in 
order  to  give  people  a  vivid  idea  of  what  the 
book  is  like.  I  shall  on  this  occasion  take  a 
lesson  from  the  publishers,  and  when  I  have  to 
comment  upon  any  particular  mode  of  manag- 
ing the  business  in  this  department  I  shiul 
give  a  few  cases  in  illustration — in  fact,  I  shall 
hold  up  a  specimen-page.  There  is  only  one 
objection  which  I  can  see  to  this  course.  But  it 
Ib  an  objection  which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  obviate. 
I  can  easily  see,  when  I  do  hold  up  a  specimen- 
page,  it  may  be  imputed  to  me  tbat  I  am  doing 
so  in  personal  disparagement  of  my  predecessor 
in  office*  I  can  only  disclaim  at  the  outset  any 
such  intention.  If  that  honorable  gentleman 
should  have  any  doubts  on  the  subject,  I  hope 
he  will  remember  my  disclaimer,  and  give  me  the 
benefit  of  it.  I  do  not  intend  any  personal  dis- 
paragement to  him.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  I  am  right 
in  assuming  that  a  great  many  members  of  this 
House — I  ought  to  say  most  members  of  this 
House — desire  to  see  a  great  change  effected  in 
this  department.  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying 
that  they  desire  to  see  the  personal  government 
of  the  Native  Minister  in  this  department  done 
away  with  to  a  very  large  extent  —  that  is  to 
say,  almost  completely.  But,  whether  that  is 
so  or  not  with  regard  to  the  whole  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
it  is  so  in  the  country.  I  do  beUeve  that  from 
one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  there  is  a 
strong  desire  that  this  department,  so  far  as  per- 
sonal government  is  concerned,  should  be  done 
away  with.  I  believe  that  that  is  the  wish  of  the 
country,  and  I  must  say  that  I  entirely  concur 
with  the  country.  Sir,  this  is  no  new  story  with 
me.  I  have  felt  this,  and  believed  very  much  the 
same  as  I  believe  now,  for  many  years  past.  I 
can  remember  rery  well  the  good  old  days  —  the 
old  days,  at  all  events — when  personal  government 
was  in  its  full  glory.  But  I  know — at  least,  I  am 
much  mistaken  if  in  tbe  latter  days  of  Sir  Donald 
McLean's  life  he  did  not  come  to  the  conclusion 
tbat  it  was  necessary  to  curtail  this  personal  mode 
of  government.  Circumstances  were  changed. 
For  instance,  a  very  small  amount  of  expenditure 
at  one  time  went  a  long  way  with  the  Maoris. 
But  now  it  is  very  different.  At  one  time  a  great 
deal  was  to  be  done  with  a  little  sugar,  a  little 
floor,  and  some  blankets;    but   now,  Sir,  the 


Maoris  know  very  well  how  to  ask,  and,  instead 
of  demanding  a  bag  of  flour,  a  bag  of  sugar,  or 
two  or  three  blankets,  they  are  not  afraid  to  ask 
even  so  much  as  a  million  of  money.  That  would 
be  one  reason,  if  there  were  no  other,  why  I  think, 
although  it  could  be  justified  in  a  certain  sense 
at  one  time,  it  cannot  be  justified  now.  I  think 
that,  for  some  years  before  the  death  of  the 
gentleman  to  whom  I  have  referred,  he  was  doing 
his  utmost  —  I  do  not  say  that  he  succeeded 
fully,  or  to  any  large  extent,  but  he  was  doing 
his  utmost  —  to  reduce  the  management  of  the 
department  to  such  a  system  that  his  personal  in- 
terference in  every  matter  would  be  less  and  less 
necessary.  But  he  did,  I  believe,  succeed  to  some 
extent ;  and  I  ask  any  one  in  this  House  whether 
during  the  last  two  years — I  am  sure  every  one 
must  have  remarked  it — this  personal  management 
of  the  department  has  not  been  raised  to  almost 
all  its  former  glory.  The  two  great  Native  ex- 
perts of  the  House  —  the  two  greatest  Native 
experts  in  the  colony,  indeed — have  been  exert- 
ing themselves  for  the  last  two  years  among  the 
Maoris  to  the  utmost  for  the  purpose  of  restoring 
the  old  system ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  result 
is  anything  in  favour  of  a  personal  mode  of 
government.  It  is  notorious  that  this  personal 
government  has  grown  to  an  extent  which  makes 
it  almost  unbearable.  Why,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  preceded  me  in  this  office  could  scarcely 
move  about  the  streets  of  Wellington,  and  could 
not  go  about  the  country,  without  being  fairly 
besieged  by  Natives  waiting  upon  him.  They  re- 
garded him,  apparently,  as  a  sort  of  providence  ; 
and  I  am  sure  that,  if  he  were  to  be  put  in  the 
witness-box  and  examined  upon  the  subject,  he 
would  say  that  that  sort  of  thing  was  going  on  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  the 
ordinary  working  of  the  department.  That  was 
not  all.  He  was  not  only  waited  upon  and  be- 
sieged in  this  manner  personally,  but  waited 
upon  through  the  post  office  and  through  the 
telegraph  station.  I  believe  it  has  been  no 
unfrequent  thing  on  his  part — I  do  not  know 
whether  he  told  me  so  himself,  but  at  any  rate  I 
have  had  it  upon  very  good  authority — to  receive 
something  like  a  hundred  and  fifty  telegrams 
in  a  single  day.  Of  course  a  great  number  of 
these  telegrams  were  connected  in  some  way  or 
another  with  money,  or  what  our  friend  Mr. 
Chadband  would  call  **  the  com,  the  wine,  and 
the  oil " — money,  or  money's  worth.  I  promised, 
when  I  began,  to  submit  a  specimen-page  occasion- 
ally, and  I  will  now  do  so  by  reading  a  telegram 
addressed  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  omitting 
names,  which  u  a  very  fair  specimen  of  a  class  of 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  must  have  re- 
ceived a  great  many.    This  is  the  telegram : — 

**  Friend,  do  not  be  vexed  at  the  number  of  my 
wires  and  words  to  you.  They  are  addressed  to 
you  as  the  redresser  of  the  grievances  of  all  the 
people ;  hence  I  seek  such  relief  at  your  hands. 
Friend,  do  not  be  annoyed  at  the  multiplicity  of 
my  requests.  Do  you  consent  to  my  request  for 
£2,000,  so  that  I  may  settle  with ." 

I  may  say  here,  by  way  of  parenthesis,  that 
this  £2,000  was  given  to  him ;  but  I  shall  have  to 
refer  to  that  more  particularly  directly,  and  will 
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pass  over  it  for  the  present.  The  telegram  pro- 
ceeds, "  Friend,  I  am  your  true  servant.  Consider 
my  prayer.  The  money  will  not  be  merely  given  : 
the  Government  will  hereafter  obtain  what  they 
desire."  This  is  the  sort  of  telegram  of  which  1 
am  flure  the  honorable  member  must  have  received 
a  great  number.  Possibly,  for  anything  I  know, 
there  may  have  been  a  hundred  such  out  of  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty  received  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  the  course  of  a  single  day.  What  I 
want  to  point  out  in  connection  with  this  is,  that 
this  sudden  vigour  which  has  been  infused  into 
the  personal  management  of  the  Natives  does  not 
by  any  means  point  to  the  abolition  or  abatement 
of  the  Native  department,  but  has  a  tendency  ex- 
actly in  the  opposite  direction.  Personal  govern- 
ment by  the  Native  Minister  means  personal 
expenditure  by  the  Native  Minister.  To  see  that, 
we  have  only  to  glance  at  the  sums  the  Native 
Minister  has  at  his  disposal — sums  voted  by  this 
House,  but  the  control  of  which,  so  far  as  the 
manner  of  spending  it  is  concerned,  has  passed 
absolutely  away  from  this  House.  In  going  over 
these  sums,  and  putting  them  together,  although 
I  had  a  little  knowledge  on  the  subject  previously, 
I  have  been  perfectly  astonished  at  the  amount  of 
money  the  Native  Minister  could  distribute  un- 
known to  the  House.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  House  will  be  surprised  or  not.  When  my 
honorable  friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  made 
his  Statement  the  other  night,  and  laid  bare  some 
financial  matters,  members  opposite  said,  "Oh! 
we  knew  all  this  before."  And  I  may  be  told,  as 
to  what  I  am  going  to  point  out,  that  honorable 
members  are  aware  of  such  things  already,  and 
do  not  disapprove  of  them.  Well,  I  know  this : 
that  there  are  honorable  members  opposite  who, 
a  few  years  ago,  did  disapprove  of  such  trans- 
actions. Sir,  times  have  changed,  and  men  may 
have  changed  with  them ;  and  that  puts  me  in 
mind  of  an  old  rhyme  current  in  the  English 
Parliament  some  years  ago,  which  ran  something 
like  this : — 

No  more  thej  make  a  fiddle-faddle 

About  a  Hessian  hone  or  saddle, 

A  million  and  a  vote  of  credit ; 

'Tia  right— he  can't  be  wrong  who  did  it. 

I  do  not  know,  as  I  say,  whether  this  pergonal 
goyemment  of  whicli  I  am  going  to  speak  is  ap- 
proved by  the  House  or  not.  It  may  be  ;  and,  of 
course,  any  gentleman  who  can  smooth  over  or 
put  a  gloss  upon  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
said  the  other  night  with  respect  to  the  finances  of 
the  colony  will  hare  no  difficulty,  I  apprehend,  in 
painting  transactions  connected  with  the  Native 
Department  in  the  colour  of  the  rose.  I  want  to 
give  honorable  members  an  idea  of  the  various 
sums  that  are  solely  within  the  control  of  the 
Native  Minister.  I  may  explain  here,  again,  in 
case  I  did  not  make  myself  sufficiently  clear 
before,  that  I  am  speaking  of  the  office  of  Na- 
tive Minister,  and  not  of  the  Hon.  John  Sheehan 
personally.  I  am  speaking  of  the  department  as 
it  might  be  conducted  by  any  one  under  the  sys- 
tem of  personal  government.  There  are  a  good 
many  sums  within  the  control  of  the  Native 
Minister.  For  instunce,  last  year,  1878-79,  there 
was  a  sum  voted  for  roads  in  Native  districts, 
Mr.  Bryce 


£20,000.    Now,  of  eourse  that  amount  properly 
comes  within  the  Public  Works  Department; 
but  there  is  this  peculiarity  about  the  matter, 
that  the  Public  Works  Department  absolutely 
accepts  the  recommendation  of  the  Native  Minis- 
ter as  to  how  that  money  should  be  spent.    I  am 
not  aware  of  a  single  refusal  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Native  Minister  as  to  how  the  money 
should  be  spent  and  dealt  with.    And  I  wisk 
further  to  point  out  that  the  Native  Minister 
himself  cannot  possibly  have  that  knowledge  of 
the  various  works  that  are  required  to  be  ex- 
ecuted under  this  vote.    He  has  no  competent 
staff  of  officials  to  fall  back  upon,  from  whom  he 
might  receive  what  I  may  call  responsible  advice, 
and  he  has  actually  to  ask  advice  of  the  people 
who  solicit  him  for  that  expenditure.     It  has  so 
happened  that  people  have  come  to  him  and 
asked  him  if  he  did  not  think  such-and-such  an 
expenditure  would  be  a  good  thing,  and  he  his 
had  to  take  their  advice  and  their  opinion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  the  expenditure,  and  in  some 
cases,  I  Know,  has  relied  upon  such  opinions.    Of 
course  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  the  NatiTe 
Minister  can  be  acquainted  with  the  works  for 
which  he  authorizes  this  expenditure.     There  is 
another  item  which  was  passed  in  1878-79  that 
deserves  notice :  a  sum  of  £15,000  was  voted  for 
opening  up  Native  lands ;  and,  as  it  is  of  so  kindred 
a  character  to  the  other  vole,  I  have  no  doubt  it 
has  practically  been  regarded  as  part  of  the  other 
vote  :  at  any  rate,  it  is  also  withm  the  control  of 
the  Native  Minister,  and  his  recommendations  as 
to  the  expenditure  are  taken  by  the  Public  Worb 
Department  absolutely  vrithout  demur.    And  I 
may  just  state  that  it  was  proposed  by  the  late 
Ministry,  according  to  the  estimates  I  have  gone 
through,  to  increase  these  items  during  the  current 
year  to  £50,000— that  is,  £25,000  each.  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  a  good 
deal  of  this  expenditure  is  passed  over  to  local 
bodies.    There  are  a  good  many  small  items,  sack 
as  7s.  6d.,  lOs.,  and  so  forth ;  but  there  are  a 
number  of  larger  items  to  which  I  shall  call 
special  attention  presently.     I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
detailed  return  of  the  expenditure  under  these 
heads,  and  I  find  that,  although  the  return  is  to  a 
large  extent  of  sums  such  as  I  have  mentioned— 
7s.  6d.,  148.  8d.,  £2  4e.,  £13  68.— there  are  some 
of  considerable  magnitude.    I  see  one  of  the  first 
items  in  the  return  is,  "  Main  roads  in  Thames 
County,  £4,450." 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Patea  County  ? 

Mr.  BBTCE.— I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer 
to  the  county  again.  I  shall  have  to  repeat  the 
name  several  times ;  so  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  be  sure  to  remember  it.  A  similar  it«m 
occurs  in  reference  to  a  neighbouring  couiity,  the 
County  of  Coromandel ;  and  there  was  also  an 
expenditure  of  £465  in  an  adjoining  county— I 
forget  the  name,  and  the  amount  was  so  small 
that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  make 
a  note  of  it.  The  sum  expended  from  the 
vote  for  roads  in  Native  districts  in  the  County 
of  Coromandel  was  £1,400.  That  is  only  a 
small  sum;  but  to  the  Thames  County  there 
has  been  paid  from  the  same  vote — that  is, 
for  roads  in  Native  districts  —  the  sum  I  have 
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already  referred  to  —  namely,  £4,450.  A  little 
farther  down,  I  see  another  earn  of  £500  for  the 
Thames  County;  further  down  still  is  another 
sum  for  the  same  Thames  County  —  I  hope  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  caught  the  name  by  this 
time — of  £4,000.  Proceeding  onwards,  I  find 
another  item,  "  Thames  County  roads,  £500,"  and 
another  small  item  of  £50  for  work  which  I  am 
not  sure  is  in  the  county.  But  I  notice  also 
that  there  are  liabilities  for  the  same  county — 
absolute  liabilities,  inasmuch  as  everything  is  in 
writing  and  in  proper  form — there  are  liabilities 
of  this  kind  to  the  extent  of  £2,600.  That  makes 
a  total — not  within  the  last  year  exactly,  because 
these  liabilities  extend  outside  the  year  1878-79 
—of  £12,050  for  the  Thames  County.  I  ought 
to  mention  that  a  sum  of  £500  was  paid  over 
to  the  Thames  Borough  Council;  but  that  is 
a  small  sum,  hardly  worth  mentioning.  I  am 
not  sure  whether  this  county  can  fairly  be 
called  a  Native  district — I  understand  that  it 
is  to  some  extent  a  gold  fields  district;  but 
what  I  wish  to  soy  is  this  :  that  it  is  impossible 
that  the  Native  Minister  can  understand  of  his 
own  knowledge  the  particular  necessity  for  these 
special  granta  for  these  special  purposes,  and  he 
is  precluded,  by  the  system  which  the  manage- 
ment of  this  department  has  fallen  into,  from 
taking  the  adrioe  of  responsible  officers.  He 
has  to  take  the  advice  of  the  persons  who  are 
soliciting  the  money.  Now,  I  ask  whether  this  is 
a  desirable  sort  of  thing.  I  am  referring  to 
these  things  mainly  for  t^e  purpose  of  showing 
that  the  expenditure  of  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  has  passed  away  most  effectually — as 
effectually  as  it  is  possible  to  pass  away — from 
the  control  of  this  House.  Of  course  the  House 
Totes  the  money  in  a  lump  sum  ;  but  it  has  no 
control  whatever  oyer  the  departmental  distri- 
bution of  the  amount.  I  will  now  go  through 
the  expenditure  of  the  department,  and  show 
that  these  items  are  in  the  same  category — that 
is  to  say,  that  they  are  dependent  upon  the 
will  of  the  Native  Minister.  There  are  in  this 
colony  Native  pensioners  to  the  number  of  157, 
who  receive  an  average  pension  of  £36  each ; 
there  are  also  81  assessors,  who  are  mixed  up 
Uy  some  extent  with  the  pensioners,  and  the 
average  annual  salary  of  each  of  these  assessors  is 
£43  15s. :  the  total  of  these  two  sums  is  £9,211. 
There  are  81  Native  policemen  who  receive  an 
annual  average  salary  of  £16,  which  gives  a  total 
of  £1,313 ;  the  three  items  together — for  pen- 
sioners, assessors,  and  policemen — making  a  grand 
total  of  £10,524.  Now,  1  would  point  out 
to  the  House  that  these  pensioners,  assessors, 
and  policemen  are  dependent  upon  the  personal 
supervision  —  may  I  call  itP  —  of  the  Native 
Minister.  Although  the  pensioners  are  provided 
for  by  law  under  the  Civil  List  Act,  yet  they 
have  been  changed  about  at  the  will  of  the 
Native  Minister — that  is  to  say,  he  can  remove 
one  roan  and  put  another  in,  and  so  on ;  and  it  is 
the  same  with  the  assessors.  And  I  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  HoTuse  to  the  fact  that  this 
is  a  thing  that  is  growins.  When  Natiye  mem- 
bers are  returned  to  this  House  they  very 
naturally  make  requests  for  the  appointment  of 


pensioners,  assessors,  and  policemen ;  and,  so  long 
as  the  goyernment  of  this  department  is  con- 
tinuously dependent  upon  the  personal  influence 
of  the  Native  Minister  with  the  Maoris,  such 
requests  cannot  be  resisted.  1  do  not  care  who 
he  is — if  a  man  wishes  to  retain  his  influence 
with  the  Maoris  he '  must  yield,  as  a  matter  of 
necessity,  to  such  requests.  But  I  put  it  to  the 
House  whether  it  is  desirable  that  this  system 
should  continue.  I  have  shown  that  in  these 
respects  the  Native  Minuter  has  a  great  deal  of 
power  in  the  distribution  of  the  money  voted  by 
this  House — a  power  which  no  other  Minister  of 
the  Crown  can  aspire  to.  But  the  expenditure 
is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  cases  1  have  given. 
I  will  now  produce  another  specimen-page  or  two 
to  show  how  expenditure  spreads  itself  in  other 
directions.  For  example,  a  Native  chief  enters 
an  action  against  a  European ;  the  case  comes  on 
for  trial ;  he  retains  counsel,  takes  advice,  brings 
his  witnesses  to  Court,  and  so  on.  All  this,  of 
course,  is  very  expensive.  The  case  goes  against 
him.  A  new  trial  is  ordered,  and  the  same 
thing  goes  on  again.  Witnesses  have  to  be 
brought  from  a  distance;  lawyers  have  to  be 
paid ;  the  case  goes  to  trial  once  more,  and 
again  goes  against  him.  And  the  bills  for 
idl  this  are  sent  in  to  the  Qoyemment,  and 
would  have  been  paid  if  it  had  not  been  that  the 
payment  would  huve  disqualified  a  member  of 
this  House.  Again,  Sir,  a  chief  has  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  his  wife,  and  he  thinks  it  necessary 
to  have  a  grand  funeral.  The  funeral  expenses 
amount  to  something  like  £300,  and  he  is  pressed 
for  the  money.  He  applies,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  to  the  Government  for  the  money.  The 
Government  advance  it,  taking — 1  do  not  know 
whether  honorable  members  will  be  surprised  at 
it — taking  a  promissory  note  for  the  amount. 
And,  curiously  enough,  there  is  no  due  date 
stated  on  the  face  of  the  document  for  the  re- 
payment of  the  money.  However,  that  is  how 
the  thing  was  done.  The  money  was  advanced, 
and  the  promissory  note  is  now  lying  at  the 
Government  offices.  Well,  Sir,  these  things  are 
apt  to  grow  upon  the  Native  Minister.  I  believe 
myself  that,  if  I  were  only  a  year  or  so  in  office, 
I  should  come  to  view  these  things  as  many 
other  people  view  them.  Very  hkeij  I  should 
excel  in  this  direction.  I  have  not  tried  it,  and 
1  might  make  a  grand  hand  at  it.  But  this 
kind  of  expenditure  goes  even  a  little  further; 
and  I  will  give  the  House  some  information  in 
reference  to  the  telegram  which  I  read  from  a 
Native  chief  for  a  loan  of  £2,000.  You  have 
heard  me  read  the  telegram,  to  the  effect  that 
£2,000  was  urgently  required.  Well,  he  got  that 
£2,000.  1  will  tell  the  House  how  he  got  it ;  and 
the  circumstance  will  show — I  was  going  to  say 
the  demoralizing  effect,  but  that  would  be  too 
strong  a  word  ;  but  it  will  show  the  tendency  of 
this  personal  government.  Of  course  when  these 
requests  are  made,  they  have  to  be  granted, 
and  exceptional  means  have  to  be  adopted 
for  granting  them.  The  method  adopted  in 
this  instance  was  this  :  The  Native  Minister 
directed  a  banker  in  the  neighbourhood  where 
the  Maori  lived  to  make  the  advance  to  the  Go- 
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▼ernment  agent — a  European  agent,  be  it  under- 
stood— of  £2,000,  and  then  he  directed  the 
6K>rernment  agent  to  transfer  the  £2,000  to  the 
Natiye  who  wanted  it.  That  was  the  process 
that  was  adopted ;  and  I  would  point  out  that 
thb  is  another  item  that  cannot  be  under  the 
control  of  the  House,  because  it  was  nerer  yoted 
bj  the  House.  When  I  have  got  used  to  the 
position  I  shall  rery  likely  do  this  kind  of  thing 
myself;  but  at  present  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
this  appears  to  be — well,  what  shall  I  call  it? 
To  put  it  in  plain  words,  I  think  the  Native 
Minister  had  no  more  right  to  do  that  than  auy 
private  member  of  this  House.  That  is  my  view 
of  the  case.  I  say  that  these  things  are  the  result 
of  the  personal  government  and  the  personal 
management  of  the  Native  Department.  I  ought 
to  say  that  the  Native  chief  repaid  £1,000  out  of 
the  £2,000.  The  remainder  now  stands  due  at 
the  bank,  and  I  may  say  that  the  bank  is  now 
pressing  the  Government  to  pay  the  money  in 
order  to  square  up  the  half-yearly  account ;  so 
that  half  the  amount  has  been  paid,  and  inter- 
est has  to  be  paid  on  the  other  half.  In  this 
connection,  and  in  order  to  show  the  growing 
danger  of  this  personal  government,  I  will  give 
another  case.  It  is  a  case  that  has  excited 
some  little  sympathy  in  me,  because  I  can  see 
that  it  may  grow  to  large  dimensions,  and  may 
be  an  injury  to  the  men  I  am  going  to  speak 
about,  and  to  others  of  like  kind.  A  number  of 
Native  chiefs  have  sent  their  sons  to  school,  and 
have  given  them  in  some  cases  a  very  good  educa- 
tion. Now,  that  is  a  very  laudable  thing ;  but, 
though  these  lads  have  received  a  very  good 
education,  they  probably  are  not  as  well  educated 
as  their  parents  suppose  they  are,  and  in  some 
cases  the  parents  have  sent  those  lads  down  to 
Wellington  with  a  request  that  they  should  be 
taken  into  the  Civil  Service.  I  say,  if  the  go- 
vernment of  the  department  is  to  be  dependent 
on  the  personal  influence  of  the  Minister,  that  is 
a  request  which  can  scarcely  be  resisted.  The 
Natives  will  say  to  us,  "  You  have  told  us  it  is  a 
laudable  thing  to  send  our  sons  to  school.  We 
have  done  so — we  have^got  them  educated ;  and 
you  won't  find  them  employment."  Five  lads 
were  sent  down  to  Wellington  in  this  way,  as  I 
say;  but  there  is  no  suitable  employment  for 
them.  I  believe  they  are  honest,  industrious, 
well-behaved  boys,  and  it  is  a  great  pity  that 
no  employment  can  be  found  for  them.  There 
is  no  work  in  the  department  to  give  them. 
Two  are  employed  in  the  Printing  Office,  and 
another  is  employed  in  some  odd  jobs;  but, 
speaking  broadly,  these  lads  are  goins  about 
Wellington  idle,  at  a  cost  to  the  colony  of  £700  a 
year.  The  cost  is  not  of  much  importance.  The 
important  point  is,  that  these  lads  will  suffer 
injury  themselves  from  being  idle  and  likely  to 
pick  up  bad  companions.  Moreover,  it  is  quite 
possible  that  the  number  of  such  lads  may  grow 
from  five  to  fifty.  If  the  personal  system  of 
management  is  continued  it  will  be  almost  impos- 
sible to  send  these  boys  back  to  their  parents. 
It  would  bo  a  dangerous  thing,  and  one  which 
I  think  no  Native  Minister  would  care  to  do. 
That,  I  think,  goes,  as  iar  as  any  instance 
Mr,  Bryce 


I  have  given,  to  show  the  great  and  growing 
danger  to  the  country  of  the  personal  mode  of 
government  in  these  Native  matters.  Sir,  I  have 
been  trying  to  give  the  House  a  general  idea  of 
bow  the  work  of  this  department  gets  on  under 
the  personal  system  of  government.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  have  succeeded  so  far;  bat  I 
shall  now  quote  a  few  figures  for  the  purpose  of 
making  my  Statement  as  useful  as  possible  for 
reference.  I  stated  at  the  commencement  that  I 
would  not  indulge  in  figures,  but  I  am  afraid 
some  few  are  necessary.  I  have  a  return  here  of 
the  actual  expenditure  of  the  Native  Department 
for  the  year  1878-79,  and  also  below  it  a  return 
of  the  expenditure  for  the  succeeding  three 
months.  I  will  take  the  year  first:  For  the 
Civil  list,  £7,000  was  appropriated,  and  £7,000 
expended.  That  is  done  under  an  Act.  It  wsi 
insisted  upon  in  the  colony  years  ago  that  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  expenditure  on  Native  matters 
should  take  pUce,  and  that  amount  was  fixed 
at  £7)000.  That  accounts  for  the  amount  appro- 
priated and  the  amount  expended  being  the 
same.  For  salaries  and  contingencies  the  amount 
appropriated  was  £17,112,  and  the  amount  ex- 
pended £21,676.  As  a  matter  of  justice  to  the 
department,  it  is  right  to  say  that  this  discrepancy 
has  not  arisen  from  extravagance  in  the  depart- 
ment. It  has  arisen  from  an  item  called  '*  Con- 
tingencies," to  which,  presently,  I  shall  Iiave  to 
make  further  allusion.  For  ** Native  Schools" 
the  amount  appropriated  was  £14,540,  and  the 
amount  expended  £13,707.  I  shall  have  to  refer 
to  that  item  also  presently.  It  is  some  satis- 
faction to  say  that  it  is  passing  away  from  the 
control  of  the  department  altogether,  and  there- 
fore I  need  not  say  much  upon  the  subject.  For 
"  Land  Frauds  Prevention  "  the  amount  appro- 
priated was  £437  10s.,  and  the  amount  expended 
was  £417  13s.  lOd.  That  expenditure  is  alio 
under  Act.  For  the  percentage  on  "  Land  Sales 
in  the  Wairarapa,"  at  5  per  cent.,  £150  was  voted, 
and  £131  I9s.  7d.  expended.  For  the  Native 
Land  Court  the  amount  appropriated  waa  £8,071. 
and  the  amount  expended  i^,564,  showing  an 
excess  of  £1,493.  The  total  amount  appropriated 
for  these  services  was  £47,31 1 ,  and  the  total  ex- 
penditure £52,498.  With  respect  to  the  item, 
**  Koads  in  Native  Districts,"  the  amount  appro- 
priated was  £20,000,  and  the  amount  expended 
£16,146.  Then  there  is  another  item,  which  is 
under  a  different  section  of  the  department — the 
Land  Purchase  Department — "  Boads  to  open  up 
Lands  purchased  by  the  Government  from  the 
Natives,"  for  which  £15,000  was  voted,  and  £600 
expended.  But  during  the  succeeding  quarter 
these  figures  assumed  a  different  aspect,  and  both 
these  items  for  roads  in  Native  districts  have,  du^ 
ing  the  three  months,  been  about  exhausted.  In 
saying  they  are  nearly  exhausted,  I  must  explain 
that  I  have  included  certain  liabilities,  amounting; 
to  a  considerable  sum,  and  I  admit  that  it  is  an 
open  question  whether  they  should  be  included 
or  not.  I  said  I  should  make  further  aUusion  to 
"  Contingencies,"  because  it  is  owing  to  that  item 
that  the  excess  in  expenditure  has  taken  place. 
I  suppose  honorable  members  will  scarcely  be 
surprised  to  hear  that  the  sum  voted  for  oootia* 
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gencies  has  been  exceeded.  The  amount  voted  for 
the  year  1878-79  for  "  Ck)ntingencie8"  waa  £2,100, 
and,  taking  the  proportion — £500 — for  the  next 
quarter,  the  total  amount  for  the  fifteen  months 
would  be  £2,600.  The  expenditure  has  been 
£18,599.  I  ought  to  observe  that  there  are  in 
this  certain  liabilities  which  have  not  been  paid, 
but  which  I  am  certain  should  be  included  in  the 
same  period,  because  they  consist  of  Touobers  held 
back  for  some  reason  or  another,  but  which,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  should  have  been  paid 
during  the  period.  Therefore  I  think  those  liabili- 
ties are  fairly  included,  and  they  show  an  excess 
of  expenditure  over  appropriation  under  this  head 
for  the  fifteen  months  of  £16,000.  I  should, 
however,  observe  that  there  is  an  item  of  £800 
included  which  it  may  be  fair  to  deduct  from 
this  amount,  because  it  is  for  railway  fares,  and 
it  may  be  argued  that  it  ought  not  to  appear. 
But,  even  supposing  that  were  taken  off,  the  ex- 
cess of  expenditure  under  this  head  would  be 
£15,200.  And  I  may  go  on  to  say  that  these 
are  really  not  all  the  contingencies,  for  there  are 
many  other  items  which,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, would  have  been  placed  under  that  head- 
ing, and  which  I  presume  would  have  been  placed 
under  it,  if  the  sum  bad  not  been  so  large.  In 
the  Statement,  so  far,  I  have  purposely  avoided  all 
mention  of  the  Land  Purchase  Department.  That 
branch  of  the  department  has  assumed  such  mag- 
nitude that  I  think  it  deserves  to  be  kept  apart, 
and  receive  separate  treatment  in  my  Statement. 
Honorable  members  will  remember  that  I  placed 
upon  the  table  a  few  days  ago  a  return  showing 
these  purchases  in  very  considerable  detail.  1 
have  also  had  a  sketch  map  prepared  which  shows 
roughly  the  position  of  the  various  purchases 
on  the  West  Coast  since  1870,  and  that  I  will 
also  lay  on  the  table.  I  must  caution  honorable 
members  that  it  is  not  strictly  accurate,  because  a 
great  many  of  these  so-called  purchases  have  not 
been  surveyed  ;  but  it  will  give  a  general  idea  of 
where  the  blocks  lie.  Honorable  members  will 
remember  that  this  system  of  purchasing  land 
from  the  Maoris  was  initiated  i^Fresh,  if  I  may 
say  so,  in  1870  by  resolution  of  this  House.  It 
assumed  considerable  dimensions  under  the  Go- 
vernment which  preceded  the  late  Government, 
and  between  two  and  three  years  ago  it  had  got 
into  a  position  and  assumed  a  form  which  be- 
came verr  distasteful  to  members  of  this  House 
and  to  tne  public.  It  was  generally  felt  that, 
in  the  form  in  which  it  then  existed,  it  ought  to 
be  stopped.  The  form  that  then  existed,  I  may 
aay,  was,  for  the  most  part,  purchase  by  commis- 
sion. That  system  is  supposed  to  be  abandoned. 
Although  it  is  not  quite  abandoned,  it  is  so 
to  a  large  extent.  It  was  understood,  I  think, 
in  1877,  when  the  late  Government  came  into 
power,  that  the  system  of  purchasing  land  from 
the  Maoris  was  really  stopped  —  that  it  should 
not  go  on  to  a  considerable  extent.  That  may  be 
fairly  gathered  from  the  amendment  which  was 
proposed  by  my  honorable  friend  and  colleague 
for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Ballance)  to  the  Native  Luid 
Bill  of  the  then  Government,  and  which  found 
support  from  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of 
this  HoTue.    I  think  that  indicated  that  the  pur- 


chase of  land  from  the  Maoris  was  substantially 
to  cease.  However,  it  has  been  renovated  in  a 
form,  and  lately  it  has  been  going  on  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  It  has  been  said,  and  I  believe 
it  is  generally  felt,  that  these  land-purchase  trans- 
actions are  not  a  success,  commercially  speak- 
ing ;  but  it  has  been  argued  that,  although  not  a 
success  commercially,  still  they  are  a  success  for 
the  settlement  of  the  country.  Now,  I  argue  in 
this  way:  that,  if  they  are  a  success  commer- 
cially, that  fact  will  indicate  that  they  will  be  a 
success  for  the  settlement  of  the  country.  I  go 
further,  and  say  that,  if  they  are  not  a  success 
commercially,  they  will  not  be  a  success  for  the 
settlement  of  the  country.  I  will  explain  what  I 
mean,  and  it  can  all  be  summarized  in  two  words. 
If  the  land  bought  is  good,  it  will  cause  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country  ;  if  the  land  bought  is  bad,  it 
will  not  promote  the  settlement  of  the  country. 
At  considerable  trouble,  and  with  assistance  for 
which  I  cannot  be  too  thankful,  I  have  had  pre- 
pared a  return  of  the  land  purchases  in  the  North 
Island  since  1870.  Whether  this  return  proves 
interesting  to  the  House  or  not,  it  will  be  found 
highly  instructive.  I  refer  to  it  particularly  to 
illustrate  the  point  I  have  summarized — namely, 
that  if  the  land  bought  is  good  it  will  promote  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  and  will  be  a  commer- 
cial success  ;  but  if  it  is  not  good  it  will  not  pro- 
mote settlement,  and  will  not  be  a  commercial 
success.  I  think  that  is  a  position  which  all  the 
records  we  have,  or  are  likely  to  have,  will  prove. 
This  statement  that  I  am  about  to  refer  to  deals 
with  land  which  has  not  only  been  bought  from 
the  Maoris,  but  has  actually  been  handed  over  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Boards  of  the  various  provincial 
districts  for  sale.  In  the  Auckland  Provincial 
District,  in  1874, 122,000  acres  were  handed  over 
for  sale,  but  none  was  sold.  In  1875  none  was 
handed  over,  and  none  sold.  In  1876,  427,307 
acres  were  handed  over,  and  302  acres  were  sold. 
In  1878  and  1879,  604,239  acres  were  handed 
over,  and  389  acres  were  sold.  The  total  area 
handed  over  in  the  Auckland  Provincial  District 
from  1870  to  1879  was  1,153,648  acres,  and  the 
quantity  sold  during  the  same  period  was  691 
acres.  That  shows  tliat  these  transactions  have 
not  been  successful  commercially,  and  they  have 
not  settled  the  country ;  and,  I  say,  the  two  things 
go  together.  The  District  of  Taranaki  furnishes 
a  comparatively  satisfactory  return.  In  1874, 
48,770  acres  were  handed  over  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Board,  and  none  were  sold.  In  1875, 
88,499  acres  were  handed  over,  and  9,583  acres 
were  sold.  In  1876  no  land  was  handed  over 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Board,  but  6,911  acres 
were  sold.  In  1877,  94,950  acres  were  handed 
over,  and  8,159  acres  were  sold.  In  1878  no 
land  was  handed  over,  but  22,121  acres  were  sold. 
In  1879,  also,  none  was  handed  over,  but  5,557 
acres  were  sold.  The  total  handed  over  in  the 
Provincial  District  of  Taranaki  was  182,219  acres ; 
the  quantity  sold,  52,331  acres.  This  land  was 
good,  and  therefore  the  transactions  would  pro- 
bably be  a  commercial  success,  and  there  was  a 
probability,  also,  of  a  settlement  of  the  country. 
In  Hawke's  Bay  there  were  no  transactions  from 
1870  to  1874.    During  the  years  1875-79  the 
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quantity  of  land  banded  oyer  to  the  Waste  Lande 
JBoard  consUted  of  133,258  acrefl.  The  quantity 
Bold  in  1875  was  2,554  acres,  which  was  tolerably 
satisfactory.  In  1876,  8,133  acres  were  sold  ;  in 
1877,  9,222  acres ;  in  1878,  4,437  acres ;  in  1879, 
2,328  acres:  making  a  total  quantity  sold  of 
2(5,654  acres.  This  was  a  tolerably  satis&ctory 
result,  and  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  land 
was  good.  In  WelUngton  there  were  handed 
over  to  the  Waste  Lands  Board,  in  1874,  180,834 
acres,  and  there  were  actually  sold  42,423  acres. 
That  was  before  the  increase  in  the  price  of  the 
land.  The  subsequent  figures  relate  to  sales  after 
the  increase  in  price.  In  1875  no  land  was 
handed  over  to  the  Board,  and  none  was  sold. 
In  1876  there  were  handed  oyer  to  the  Board 
100  acres,  and  sold  nil.  In  1877,  160,582  acres 
were  handed  oyer;  sold,  nil.  In  1878,  41,831 
acres  were  handed  oyer;  sold,  nil.  In  1879 
none  was  handed  oyer,  and  none  sold.  The 
total  quantity  handed  oyer  in  the  Wellington 
Froyincial  restrict  was  383,247  acres,  and  the 
area  sold  was  42,423  acres.  In  this  district  the 
land  purchased  b  of  a  comparatiyely  inferior 
description ;  and  I  say  that  proves  two  things : 
that,  where  the  land  is  bad,  commercial  success 
is  not  secured,  and  settlement  is  not  secured. 
It  proyes  also,  or  indicates,  that  where  the 
land  is  good  commercial  success  will  probably  be 
secured,  and  settlement  also.  They  go  hand>in- 
hand.  I  think  that  when  the  late  Government 
came  into  office  a  good  many  members  of  this 
House  expected  some  moderation  in  the  purchase 
of  land  from  the  Natives.  But  I  do  not  think 
moderation  has  been  practised.  I  will  state  to 
the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  the  figures, 
that  the  total  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands  from  1870  to  1879  was  £732,000. 
The  total  expenditure  for  the  same  period  was 
£705,493.  That  would  leave  a  balance,  but  I 
may  explain  that  that  balance  has  disappeared 
during  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
end  of  the  financial  year ;  so  that  the  amount 
expended  is  about  the  same  as  that  appropriated. 
The  amount  expended  on  Native  land  purchases 
last  year  was  £12-^,000.  That  includes,  of  course, 
the  sum  actually  paid  for  the  land,  the  incidental 
expenses,  and  so  on ;  and  it  includes,  also,  the 
sum  of  £15,000  for  opening  up  roads  in  the  pur- 
chased blocks,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded. 
The  estimated  expenditure  for  the  current  year 
is  a  still  larger  sum  than  was  spent  last  year. 
It  amounts  to  £201,100.  This,  however,  ought 
to  suffer  reduction  by  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
expended  in  opening  up  purchased  blocks,  which 
is  estimated  this  year  at  £25,000.  That  would 
leave  £176,000  to  be  expended  during  the  current 
year  upon  the  purchase  of  Native  lands.  What- 
ever Government  is  in  power,  that  sum  will  have 
to  be  provided,  because  the  liabilities  are  incurred. 
By  the  end  of  December  no  less  a  sum  than 
£84,000  will  be  required  to  make  pajments  for 
land  purchased  from  the  Maoris.  I  will  con- 
clude this  statement  by  stating  the  estimated 
amount  required  to  complete  purchases  made; 
and  by  that  I  mean  land  on  which  payments  have 
been  made.  The  estimated  amount  is  £1,121,000. 
And  I  have  only  to  add  that  these  transactions 
Mr.  Btyce 


are  still  going  on.  Considering  the  magnitude 
of  these  transactions,  honorable  members  will 
not  be  surprised  to  hear — in  &ct,  it  would  take 
a  great  deid  to  surprise  honorable  members  now 
— that  the  salaries  for  the  officers  of  this  Land 
Purchase  Department  amount  to  £10,265  16s. 
Of  course,  there  is  another  very  important  item, 
which  I  have  not  time  to  explain  to-night  very 
fully — namely,  "  Incidental  Expenses."  But  the 
sum  I  have  named  is  the  sum  actually  paid  for 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  department 
With  respect  to  those  salaries,  I  want  to  point 
out — and  I  do  so  to  strengthen  the  argument  I 
commenced  with,  namely,  that  the  control  of 
those  moneys  is  passing  away  from  this  House 
— that,  up  to  the  year  1877,  the  whole  of  the 
salaries  of  those  people  were  voted  by  the  House 
in  detail :  the  officers'  salaries  were  given  in  the 
estimates,  and  voted  in  detail.  That  has  now  been 
altered,  and  in  a  way  which  I  do  not  think  is  an 
improvement.  A  lump  sum  is  now  yoted,  and  is 
distributed,  practically,  by  the  Native  Minister. 
Those  transactions  have  attained  to  such  magni- 
tude that  I  think  it  is  a  matter  for  the  serious 
consideration  of  this  House.  It  is  a  question 
for  serious  consideration  whether  the  transactions 
are  profitable  ones  or  not ;  and  I  use  the  word 
"profitable"  in  the  widest  sense,  as  expressing 
not  only  the  commercial  idea,  but  also  the  settie- 
ment  idea.  One  of  the  principal  West  Coast 
purchasers,  in  his  last  report  sent  to  the  depart- 
ment, states  that  he  finds  that  land  which  he 
could  have  purchased  two  or  three  years  ago  for 
28.  6d.  or  38.  an  acre  now  costs  from  78.  6d.  to 
10s.  an  acre.  Now,  if  the  land  is  worth  it,  I  do 
not  grudge  these  payments  to  the  Natives,  but 
that  is  the  question.  In  my  opinion,  a  great  deal 
of  the  land  purchased  on  the  West  Coast  is  not 
worth  the  sum  paid,  or  anything  Uke  it.  I 
speak  with  some  littie  knowledge  of  this  par- 
tictdar  matter,  and  in  my  opinion  a  great  deal  of 
the  land  purchased  upon  the  West  Coast  will  not 
promote  settlement  ior  years  to  come.  Shall  I 
be  saying  too  much  if  I  say  it  will  not  promote 
settlement  to  any  extent  for  generations  to  come  ? 
It  is  not  a  rocky  country  for  the  most  part,  but 
when  you  get  back  some  distance  from  the  coast 
you  come  upon  some  of  the  most  rugged  coun^ 
I  have  ever  seen.  Some  of  these  blocks  are 
inaccessible  to  a  high  degree.  If  you  tap  one 
portion  of  a  block,  tne  remaining  portion  would 
remain  inaccessible  until  a  very  great  expenditure 
of  money  had  been  incurred  upon  it.  A  great 
deal  of  this  land  is  rugged  bush  land  of  a  cha- 
racter that,  in  my  opinion,  will  not  encourage 
settlement,  and  wm  not,  in  fact,  be  settled  upon 
for  many  years  to  come.  I  say  that,  whether  it 
is  regarded  as  a  matter  of  commercial  profit  or 
in  the  view  of  promoting  settlement,  the  aapect 
of  many  of  these  blocks  is  unsatisfactory  in  a  high 
degree.  When  the  large  amount  of  money  that 
has  been  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
them  is  considered,  I  think  it  will  be  acUnitted 
on  all  sides  that  it  is  really  a  matter  to  which 
each  member  of  this  House  should  give  his  care- 
ful attention  ;  because  I  presume  interest  on  this 
money  will  have  to  be  paid  for  years  to  oome, 
and,  If  no  good  result  arises  from  acquiring  the 
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Itnd,  then  I  saj  ii  is  an  unfortunate  thing  that 
we  have  acquired  it.  Now,  it  may  be  argued,  and 
I  dare  say  it  will  be  argued,  that  there  is  com- 
petition upon  that  coast,  and  that,  from  the  fact 
that  there  is  private  competition,  the  colony  is 
not  giving  more  than  the  fair  value  for  tlie  land. 
I  think  I  am  stating  the  argument  against  myself 
aa  fairly  as  I  can.  However,  I  dissent  from  that 
view.  I  say  this :  that,  in  my  opinion,  with 
respect  to  a  great  deal  of  the  land — two-thirds  of 
the  land  acquired  upon  the  West  Coast  —  there 
has  been  no  competition,  in  the  true  sense. 
What  I  mean  is  this :  that  private  individuals 
going  to  buy  that  land  have  not  bought  it  for 
ordinary  purposes,  nor  for  purpose  of  private 
speculation  and  profit.  I  believe  they  would 
not  have  looked  at  the  land  with  this  object. 
They  have  treated  for  it  with  a  certain  object. 
They  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Maoris, 
or  get  a  claim  upon  the  land,  for  the  purpose 
of  parting  with  it  at  a  higher  price  to  the 
Government:  the  object  is  to  get  a  bold  upon 
the  land,  and  then  to  ofier  to  hand  over  their 
interest  to  the  Q-ovemment  for  a  consideration. 
That  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  is  done.  That 
is  not  competition  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word.  There  has,  in  my  belief,  been  no  real 
competition  for  a  great  portion  of  that  land  which 
has  been  purchased  on  tlie  west  coast  of  this 
Island.  I  will  give  a  case  in  point :  There  is 
a  block  of  land  estimated  at  100,000  acres  not 
Tery  far  from  Wanganui.  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  that  block.  Well,  Europeans 
there  got  a  certain  hold  upon  the  land,  or  ac- 
quired what  they  believed  to  be  some  right  over 
it,  and  they  offered  to  hand  over  their  right 
to  the  Gkivemment  for  a  consideration.  They 
had  agreed  to  pay  the  Maoris  8s.  an  acre  for 
the  land,  and  they  offered  to  hand  it  over  to 
the  Gk>vernment  for  a  consideration — not  a  very 
large  consideration  —  and  the 'Gt>vemment  took 
it.  That  '*  consideration "  had  to  be  added  to 
the  Ss.  an  acre.  I  know  that  block  of  land  well : 
I  am  talking  now  about  what  I  do  know.  I  do 
not  often  say  as  bold  a  thing  in  praise  of  myself, 
but  I  consider  that  I  am  as  good  a  judge  of  land 
required  for  settlement  as  any  man  in  this  House 
— quite  as  good :  I  do  not  see  why  I  should  not  be. 
Well,  I  know  that  block  of  land,  and  will  tell  the 
House  what  it  is.  It  consists  of  sharp  ridges,  and 
gullies  of  enormous  depth — the  deepest  gullies  I 
erer  saw  in  my  life.  It  is  bush  country,  and  the 
aides  of  the  hills  are  wonderfully  steep,  so  steep 
that  over  a  great  portion  of  the  block,  I  say, 
without  hesitation,  that,  if  the  bush  were  to  be 
cut  down  and  burnt  off  and  grass  sown,  the 
aide  of  the  hill  would  slip  away;  it  would  be 
continually  slipping  away.  No  aoubt,  as  is  the 
case  in  all  large  tracts  of  land,  there  are  little 
spots  of  some  value ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
that  block  is  worth,  on  an  average,  Is.  6d.  an  acre. 
That  is  my  opinion,  from  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  land.  Well,  I  will  take  another  case. 
There  are  a  number  of  these  cases:  I  do  not 
know  that  I  am  taking  any  of  them  unfairly.  I 
do  not  believe  that  I  am  taking  any  case  unfairly. 
A  gentleman  acquired  a  right  over  a  block  of 
Jand,  consisting  of  16,000  acres,  some  distance  up 
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the  Wanganui  River.  I  have  not  been  at  the 
place,  so  that  I  do  not  speak  of  it  from  personal 
knowledge  ;  I  speak  from  a  general  knowledge  of 
the  nature  of  the  country,  and  I  know  what  the 
land  is  like.  That  land  was  purchased  at  7s.  an 
acre.  There  is  no  doubt  the  land  is  very  inac» 
cessible  :  it  is  very  broken,  and  is  bu?h  land. 
The  person  who  purchased  it  stated  that  he  had 
paid  £3,000  to  the  Maoris.  There  were  no 
vouchers  showing  the  payments  made.  It  was 
stated  that  he  had  agreed  to  pay  78.  an  acre,  and 
that  he  had  actually  paid  £3,000  as  advances  and 
incidental  expenses.  He  offered  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  it  over.  The  Government  con- 
sidered the  offer,  and  gave  him  £250  in  advance. 
They  have  taken  that  block  over,  and,  Uke  many 
others,  it  is  one  of  a  number  of  unfortunate 
transactions. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— What  is  the  date  of 
that  transaction  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE. — It  was  only  three  or  four  weeks 
ago.  I  understand  why  the  honorable  gentleman 
puts  the  question.  If  I  could  give  him  the  exact 
date,  I  can  assure  him  it  would  not  benefit  him 
much.  I  was  going  to  say  that  the  acquisition  of 
these  blocks  of  land  would  not  be  profitable,  and 
would  not  promote  settlement.  I  was  also  going 
to  point  out  that  really  a  groat  many  of  these 
things  must  depend,  under  our  present  system, 
upon  the  will  of  the  Minister.  I  really  ask 
honorable  members  whether  they  are  satisfied 
that  a  system  of  that  sort  should  continue.  I 
myself  should  be  very  sorry  to  be  trusted  with 
the  administration  under  such  a  system.  I 
believe  that  I  should  bo  likely  to  go  wrong  and 
do  things  that  would  possibly  not  be  right.  At 
any  rate,  whether  the  sjstem  commends  itself  to 
the  minds  of  honorable  members  of  this  House  or 
not,  it  does  not  commend  itself  to  my  mind.  It 
would  not,  I  think,  commend  itself,  as  a  private 
piece  of  business,  to  the  mind  of  any  business 
man.  If  it  did,  I  think  he  would  soon  find  him- 
self in  a  very  difficult  position.  I  say,  although 
the  resources  of  this  colony  are  great,  although  we 
have  a  power  of  wealth  within  ourselves  that  it 
is  very  hard  to  injure  or  destroy,  a  process  like 
this,  if  carried  on  to  any  great  extent,  will  be,  at 
any  rate,  a  very  great  strain  upon  the  prosperity 
of  the  colony.  Well,  Sir,  I  will  pass  now  from 
that  part  of  my  subject.  I  had  more  to  say  upon 
it ;  but  the  truth  is  my  voice  is  failing  me,  and 
for  that  reason  I  shall  allude  to  another  point 
as  briefly  as  possible.  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
am  able  to  make  mjself  heard  by  honorable 
members.  What  I  wish  to  allude  to  now  is  the 
political  aspect  of  the  question.  I  do  not  mean 
the  party  aspect  of  the  question  at  all  —  in 
fact,  I  mean  quite  the  reverse  of  that.  When 
the  late  Government  came  into  ofiice,  I  think 
Native  affairs  were  in  a  pretty  hopeful  state.  I 
think,  in  order  to  satisfy  ourselves  of  that,  we 
need  do  nothing  more  than  look  back  at  the 
speeches  made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Sir  G.  Grey)  and  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Shechan).  Since 
that  time,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out,  the  per- 
sonal influence  of  the  two  greatest  Maori  experts 
I  believe  in  the  colony  has  been  exerted  to  tho 
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utmost ;  and  I  should  like  honorable  members  to  j 
ask  tlieinselyes  whether  or  not  tlie  result  has 
been  satisfactory.  Are  Native  affairs  in  a  hope- 
ful state  now  ?  At  that  time,  in  my  opinion, 
the  Maoiis  were  sick  of  a  state  of  isolation.  I 
am  speaking  of  a  part  of  the  country  pretty 
well  understood.  The  Maoris  in  that  part  of  the 
country  were  becoming  sick  of  tlie  state  of  isola- 
tion in  which  they  had  been  for  some  time,  and  I 
believe  it  only  required  a  little  patience,  a  little 
firmness,  and  a  little  justice  to  secure  the  best 
results  to  both  races.  But  when  we  went  among 
the  ^faoris  and  showed  so  much  anxiety  to  do 
something,  and  so  much  anxiety  to  induce  them 
to  do  something,  I  think  that  we  took  a  wrong 
course.  I  think,  when  we  petted  them  and  fondled 
them,  and  made  too  much  of  them,  we  engendered 
in  their  minds  that  suspicion  which  begot  con- 
tempt. I  think  the  Maoris  were  led  to  suppose 
that  the  will  of  the  Native  Minister  was  all-in-all ; 
and  justice  on  all  occasions — at  all  events,  on 
many  occasions — was  made  to  give  place  to  expe- 
diency. I  think,  if  we  had  shown  more  firmness 
and  justice,  and  less  of  what  has  been  mistakenly 
called  kindness,  the  result  would  have  been  better 
for  the  country — better  for  the  country,  I  say, 
in  the  broadest  sense — better  for  the  Europeans 
and  better  for  the  Maori  people.  Sir,  it  will  be 
expected,  perhaps,  that  I  should  say  something  as 
to  our  relations  with  the  Maoris  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  that  I  should  speak  upon  a  sub- 
ject which  has  been  spoken  of  very  fre.q^uently  in 
this  House — the  negotiations  with  Bewi.  Now, 
I  do  not  think  it  desirable  that  I  should  do  so 
— I  am  not  able  to  say,  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Pamell,  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  that 
great  meeting,  we  should  have  had  a  war  raging 
in  that  country. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  did  not  say  so;  I  said  that  if 
it  had  not  been  for  that  meeting  we  should  have 
had  to  keep  a  large  force  in  the  Waikato. 

Mr.  BiCYCE.  — I  am  bound  to  accept  the 
honorable  gentleman's  denial.  I  have  not  the 
right  to  refer  to  a  previous  debate,  and  he  puts 
me  out  of  Court  on  both  points.  I  see  no  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  that  Native  meeting  obviated 
the  necessity  of  keeping  a  very  large  force  in  the 
Waikato.  I  see  no  reason  whatever  to  suppose 
anything  of  that  sort.  However,  I  do  not  wish 
to  discuss  that  meeting,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
discuss  the  negotiations  with  Rewi,  because,  as 
wo  all  know,  there  is  a  strong  possibility  —  at 
any  rate,  so  eay  the  Opposition  —  of  the  late 
Native  Minister  coming  back  to  these  benches 
in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  or  a  few  days  ;  and 
if  I  can  do  no  good  I  shall  take  care  to  do  no 
harm  in  that  matter ;  and  therefore  I  will  not  go 
into  that  question,  and  say  things  from  this  bench 
which  possibly  might  do  harm.  With  respect  to 
affairs  on  the  West  Coast,  of  which  I  have  per- 
haps a  more  intimate  knowledge,  I  am  afraid  that 
I  must  say  very  much  the  same  thing — that  I 
think  it  would  be  imprudent  for  me  to  discuss  at 
any  great  length  from  this  bench  the  course  of 
treatment  which  I  think  ought  to  be  adopted 
on  that  coast.  I  may  say  tiiis :  that  I  do  not 
feel  inclined  to  blame  the  Jate  CK>verument  very 
severily,  or  as  severely  as  they  have  been  blamed 
Mr.  Bryce 


by  some  persons  in  this  matter.    I  believe  indeed 
that  the  time   was  when  the  difficulties  could 
have   been  met  and  cured ;    but   I   admit  Uiat 
there  was  much  doubt  snrroimding  the  snljeot, 
and   it  has    always  been   my   halnt  in  life    to 
give  gentlemen,  when  I  differed  from  them,  the 
benefit  of  any  doubt  which  existed  in  my  mind. 
I  can  add  little  to  what  was  said  the  other  day 
by  the  Premier.     For  our  own  sake  we  ought  to 
cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  whatever  gnev- 
ances  the  Maoris  have  on  that  coast.     I  myself— 
and  I  think  the  late  Native  Minister  agrees  with 
me  in  this — am  of  opinion  that  there  are  probably 
no  grievances  to  speak  of  on  what  is  known  as  the 
Waimate  Plains  proper.   But  there  are,  no  doatrt, 
grievances — I  think  they   have  been  magnified 
somewhat — of  one  kind  or  another  along  that 
coast ;  and  I  think  that,  for  our  own  sake,  for  the 
sake  of  our  own  reputation  abroad  and  in  the 
colony,  we  ought  to  have  those   grievances  in- 
quired into.     But,  having  said  that,   I  wish  to 
say  clearly  that  I  have  no  hope  that  tliat  inquiry 
will  touch  the  trouble  which  exists  at  present  on 
that  coast.    That  trouble,  in  my  opinion,  lies  fxt 
deeper  than  that.    The  question  of  reserves  has 
been  strongly  spoken  of  in  this  House,  and  it 
was  thought  that  a  proper  adjustment  of  reaerres 
would  settle  the  difficulty.     I  do  not  think  so.    I 
believe  the  trouble  lies  deeper*.    The  trouble  lies 
greatly  in   this:   that  almost  the   whole  of  the 
Maoris  along  that  coast  are  deeply  infatuated 
with  the  belief  that  Te  Whiti  holds  supernatural 
powers,  and   that  he  will  recover  not  only  the 
reserves,  but  also  the  Plains,  and  everything  else. 
But,  Sir,  I  would  say  that  it  is  a   melan^oly 
thing  at  this  time  of  day  that  for  months  past 
the  peace  of  the  colony,  or,  at  any  rate,  of  that 
part  of  the  colony,  has  had  to  depend  upon  the 
discretion  of  a  man  who  is  so  far  gone  in  insanity 
that  he  has  a  belief  that  he  can  raise  men  from 
the  dead.     I  say  it  is  a  melancholy  reflection,  not 
only  in  view  of  the  large  expenditure  which  is 
going  on,  and  which  is  costing  the  colony  money 
that  it  can  ill  spare,  but  it  is  a  melancholy  re- 
flection in  view  of  the   loss  to  the  aettlers  on 
that  coast.     Honorable  members  have  very  little 
idea  of  the  state  of  anxiety   in  which    those 
settlers  live.      Many  of  them  are  nij  intimate 
friends — gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  been  asso- 
ciated in  a  way  that  we  are  not  Ukely  to  fofget ; 
and  when  I  see  them  being  actually  ruined  b^oie 
my  eyes  by  this  state  of  things  my  feelings  are 
really  more  than  I  can  express.     Great  as  is  the 
loss  to  the  colony — and  much  as  I  regret  that  loss 
— entailed  By  the  maintenance  of  an  armed  force 
there,  I  deplore  the  loss  that  is  falling  upon  the 
settlers  far  more ;  and  I  do  say  that  the  settlers 
have  a  claim  upon  the  consideration  and  sympa- 
thy of  this  House  on  account  of  the  noble  manner 
in  which  they  both  acted  and  forbore  from  acting 
on  the  late  occasion.     I  will  pass  now  for  a  mo- 
ment to  another  trouble — the  outrage  which  took 
place  at  Ohinemuri.    I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  take 
a  more  cheerful  view  of  that  matter.     I  believe 
that  the  magnitude  of  that  outrage  has  been  ex- 
aggerated in  a  wonderful  degree ;  nor  do  I  appre- 
hend th^t  any  very  serious  difficulty  is  likely  to 
arise  from  it.    It  is,  of  course,  highly  unsatiafac' 
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torj  that  inch  an  outrage  shonld  be  committed  in 
our  midst,  and  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  ap- 
prehend the  people  who  perpetrated  it  without  so 
much  trouble.    At  the  same  time  I  think  that  the 
hapu  to  which  these  people  belong  is  a  very  small 
one.     It  is  isolat-ed,  and  I  believe  I  am  speaking 
from  good  information  when  I  Bay  that  they  have 
not  got  the  sympathy  of  any  other  section  of 
Maoris,  with  the  exception  of  perhaps  a  dozen  or 
two  individuals.    Then  there  is  another  outrage, 
which  took  place  at  the  Bay  of  Islands  lately, 
which  is  calculated,  I  think,  to  leave  a  very  un- 
comfortable impression  upon  members'  minds,  no 
matter  from  what  aspect  they  view  it.     It  is  true 
that  it  is  simply  a  conflict  between  Maoris — I  do 
not  know  that  white  people  are  in  any  way  impli- 
cated ;  but  the  melancholy  part  of  the  affair  to 
me  is  this :  that  in  the  Maori  eyes  our  law  and 
government  should  have  fallen  into  so  low  a  state 
that  they  should  suddenly  resort  to  arms  aboi^t 
a  question  which  could  have  been  easily  settled 
in  a  Court  of  law.    Considering  the  peaceful  and 
hiw-abiding  manner  in  which  those  tribes  had 
previously  been  living  for  so  many  years,  I  say 
it  is  a  melancholy  thing  that  this  outrage  has 
taken  place ;  and  I  think  this  House  would  do 
well  to  seriously  inquire  whether  the  personal 
mode  of  government  on  which  I  have  been  harp- 
ing throughout  my  speech  has  not  something  to 
do  with  the  change  for  the  worse  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  Maori  mind.     I  have  now  said  all 
that  I  need  say,  perhaps,  in  reviewing  the  circum- 
stances of  the  colony  as  connected  with  this  de- 
partment ;  and  I  might,  I  suppose,  very  well  stop 
here.    But  I  should  like,  before  I  sit  down,  to 
indicate  in  a  few  words  how  I  think  these  things 
might  be  cured.    To  effect  a  cure,  I  would  delibe- 
rately set  to  work  to  destroy  the  principal  part  of 
the  department  as  a  department.     I  would  de- 
stroy that  part  of  the  department  which  I  have 
so  often  called  the  personal  government ;  and,  to 
do  that,  I  would  divest  the  department  of  its 
functions.     I   alluded  just  now   to  the  Native 
schools,  and  I  said  I  would  refer  to  the  subject 
again.    What  I  want  to  say  about  the  Native 
schools  is,  that  in  many  cases  these  schools  were, 
a  short  time  ago,  in  a  highly  unsatisfactory  state. 
But  that,  I  believe,  was  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  late  Native  Minister,  and  he  consented — 
at  least,  so  I  am  given  to  understand — that  Na- 
tive schools,  which  cost  about  £14,000  per  annum, 
should  be  tranferred  to  the  Education  Depart- 
ment.   That,  in    my  opinion,   is   a  very  great 
change  for  the  better.     It  is  so  obvious  an  im- 
proTcment,  indeed,  that  the  only  wonder  is  that 
it  was  not  done  long  ago.     Then  I  would  take, 
for  instance,  the  roads  in  Native  districts,  and 
place  them — they  are  now  nominally  under  the 
Public  Works  Department— absolutely  under  that 
department;  and  the  expenditure  should  depend, 
not  upon  the  advice  of  any  one  Minister — not 
upon  the  personal  advice  of  a  Minister — but  on 
responsible  reports  from  officers,  just  the  same  as 
other  works  in  the  department  are  managed.     I 
would  also  take  the  next  vote — the  vote  for  open- 
ing roads  in  purchased  land— and  deal  with  it  in 
precisely  the  same  manner.    The  Native  Minister 
vboold  not  have  the  power  of  distributing  these 


moneys.  Then  I  would  send  the  pensioners, 
under  the  Civil  List  or  otherwise,  to  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary's  Department.  I  would  send  the 
assessors  to  the  Department  of  Justice.  When 
these  things  are  done  contingencies  might  be 
put  down  at  a  very  low  sum,  and  need  not  be 
exceeded.  I  admit  that  that  would  to  a  large  ex- 
tent destroy  the  prestige — the  personal  prestige, 
I  would  say — of  the  Native  Minister  among  the 
Maoris  ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  sooner  it  is 
destroyed  the  better.  If  these  things  that  I  have 
indicated  were  done,  the  department — or  that  por- 
tion of  it,  at  any  rate,  which  I  consider  so  objec- 
tionable— would  in  effect  disappear,  and  in  respect 
to  the  Native  Minister  himself  he  might  say, 
"  Othello's  occupation's  gone."  That,  in  the 
very  briefest  terms,  indicates  the  course  I  would 
adopt  for  the  improvement  of  the  department ; 
and  honorable  members  will  observe  that  it  would 
be  an  improvement  of  a  peculiar  kind — it  would 
improve  it  out  of  existence.  Now,  with  respect 
to  the  alienation  of  Native  lands :  that  is  a  very 
important  question,  and  I  am  sorry  that  my 
voice  is  failmg  mo  so  much.  With  respect  to 
the  alienation  of  Native  lands,  I  have  for  a  long 
time,  as  the  late  Native  Minister  very  well  knows, 
held  pretty  positive  opinions  on  that  question. 
I  may  say  that  it  is  a  question  of  very  great  dif- 
ficulty, and,  notwithstanding  that  I  hold  these 
opinions  in  a  sort  of  positive  way,  1  have  never 
felt  quite  sure  that,  if  carried  into  effect,  they 
would  produce  good  results  unmixed  with  evil. 
There  is  no  system  which  could  be  devised  for 
dealing  with  these  Maori  lands  that  would  not  be 
open  to  very  considerable  objection.  We  ought 
to  take,  I  imagine,  that  system  which  would  be 
open  to  the  least  objection.  Now,  I  may  say,  by 
way  of  precaution,  that  this  subject  has  not  been 
considered  in  the  Cabinet  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  a  member,  and  therefore  what  I  am 
going  to  say  just  now  will  not  be  to  any  full  ex- 
tent an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Cabinet. 
I  may  say  that  I  believe  all  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet  agree  with  me  in  these  views ;  but,  as  the 
matter  has  not  been  formally  considered,  I  should 
not  like  to  commit  my  colleagues  to  them  because 
I  express  them.  What  I  think  is  this :  that  the 
greatest  facilities  that  could  be  granted  should  be 
given  to  the  Maoris  for  surveying  the  boundaries 
of  their  land,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
title.  That  having  been  done,  and  the  title  ascer- 
tained— the  machinery  for  which,  I  may  say,  re- 
quires improvement ;  but  I  need  not  go  into  that 
— I  think  that  the  Alaoris  ought  to  have  some 
mode  provided  for  them  of  placing  their  land 
before  the  public  for  sale,  by  auction  or  other- 
wise ;  and  I  should  think  that  the  best  way  of 
enabling  them  to  do  that  would  be  to  create  a 
Board  lor  the  purpose.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  present  Waste  Lands  Board  could  not  be  to 
some  extent  utilized,  but  the  great  idea  would  be 
to  create  a  Board  which  would  be  popular  with 
the  Maoris,  and  which  would  secure  their  confi- 
dence. That  could  be  done,  I  believe,  by  intro- 
ducing a  considerable  Maori  element  into  the 
Board.  And  I  would  allow  the  Maoris,  if  they 
wished  to  sell  the  land,  to  place  it  for  sale  in  the 
hands  of  the  Board.    I  may  say  I  would  stop  the 
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sale  to  private  individuals;  but  I  would  allow 
them  to  put  the  lands  into  the  hands  of  the  Board 
for  sale.  Then  it  should  be  the  duty  of  that 
Board  to  sell  the  land  under  the  waste  land  laws 
of  the  country,  and  they  might  be  altered  to  suit 
special  circumstances.  Then  thp  Board  would 
deduct  all  costs  of  surrey  and  the  subdivision  of 
the  land.  It  would  deduct  also  a  percentage  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  roads  through  the  land ; 
because  I  would  point  out  that  that  is  required 
for  the  pur]>08e  of  promoting  the  sale  of  the  land 
itself.  It  would  enhance  the  value  of  the  land, 
and  the  Native  owners  would  certainly  be  no 
losers  by  it.  Having  made  these  deductions,  I 
would  then  hand  over  the  whole  of  the  balance 
to  the  Native  owners.  I  would  also  provide  the 
means  for  investment,  if  they  wished  to  invest  it. 
I  would  not  go  in  for  deriving  a  profit  from  it, 
but  would  allow  the  Maori  owners  to  reap  all  the 
advantage  from  the  sale  of  the  land.  I  think  the 
Maoris  would  soon  become  aware  of  the  advan- 
tages of  such  a  system,  and  would  recognize  that 
this  Board  were  merely  their  agents  in  the  matter, 
and  would  get  the  best  price  for  the  lands  that 
could  be  got  for  them.  I  think  it  quite  possible, 
if  this  system  were  initiated,  that  it  would  have 
the  effect,  in  the  firat  place,  of  causing  a  con- 
siderable stoppage  in  the  sale  of  land  by  Maoris : 
but  I  do  not  think  that  would  do  much  harm. 
I  think  upon,  the  whole  it  would  produce  a  good 
effect,  and  I  believe  that  the  system  would  become 
very  popular  amongst  the  Maori  people.  I  may 
say  that  I  have  already  laid  this  plan  before 
Maoris,  and  they  appear  to  take  to  it.  Well,  Sir,  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  House  is  satisfied  or  not 
with  the  mode  in  which  Native  affairs  have  been 
conducted  in  the  past.  I  have  indicated  pretty 
plainly  that  I  do  not  approve  it;  and  that  has 
been  my  opinion  as  long  as  I  can  remember.  For 
many  years  past  I  have  objected  to  the  personal 
mode  of  conducting  the  Native  Department.  I 
have  suggested  a  remedy  in  a  very  rough  way.  I 
have  thought  a  great  deal  about  it,  and  it  will  be 
for  the  House  to  consider  the  plan  which  I  have 
laid  before  you  this  evening.  If  the  House  ap* 
proves  of  the  present  mode  of  conducting  Native 
matters,  there  is  an  end  of  that ;  but,  if  they  think 
that  mode  is  wrong,  and  that  I  have  provided 
a  remedy,  they  will  adopt  it.  I  hope,  however, 
that,  if  honorable  members  do  not  think  the 
remedy  I  have  suggested  a  proper  one,  they  will 

Eropose  a  remedy  of  their  own.  I  have  to  thank 
onorable  members  most  sincerely  for  the  atten- 
tion with  which  they  have  listened  to  mo  through 
the  most  unpleasant  speech  I  ever  made  in  my 
life.  At  the  commencement  of  my  Statement  I 
promised  that  I  should  conclude  by  moving  the 
adjournment  of  the  House ;  and  I  now  beg  to 
make  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  — Sir,  I  have  been  in  the 
House  with  the  honorable  gentleman  for  the  lns*t 
seven  or  eight  years.  If  there  be  a  man  in  the 
House  who  commands  my  personal  respect,  it  i» 
that  honorable  gentleman.  I  must  say  that  ho 
has  done  his  work  t^-night  exactly  as  I  expected 
he  would  do  it — perfectly  fairly  and  above-board. 
I  shall  be  compelled  to  reply  to  the  charges 
that  have  been  brought  against  the  conduct  of 
Mr,  Brxfce 


the  Native  Department,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
House,  having  heard  the  accusations,  will  give  mc 
a  fair  and  patient  hearing.  Now,  Sir,  before  I  go 
to  the  main  part  of  my  reply,  I  may  say  this 
much  :  I  feel  it  a  very  heavy  task  to  work  out, 
not  only  against  the  matter  of  the  speech,  but 
against  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  I  can  assure 
him  that  at  the  present  time  he  is  the  salvation 
of  the  Government.  But  for  his  being  there, 
they  would  not  be  in  office  even  now.  If  I  had 
said  so  before^  it  might  have  been  said  that  I 
was  trying  to  "temper  the  wind  to  the  shorn 
lamb;"  but  the  honorable  gentleman  has  made 
his  speech  and  disclosed  all  his  facts.  But  for 
his  being  where  he  now  is,  those  honorable  gentle- 
men who  sit  beside  him  would  not  be  able  to 
keep  back  the  vote  of  want  of  confidence.  Sir, 
the  honorable  gentleman  referred  first  of  all  to 
the  fact  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Government 
were  not  there  by  unfair  means.  Now,  that  has 
been  so  much  discussed  that  I  shall  not  replj  to 
it  at  length.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  House  and 
they  themselves  know  perfectly  well  how  they  got 
there.  We  know  how  they  are  trying  to  stick 
there ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  they  will  not  remam 
there  long.  Two  or  three  days*  time  will  permit 
other  persons  to  take  their  places  who  will  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  this  House  and  the  country.  It 
is  quite  true,  Sir,  that  we  refused  to  accept  coali- 
tion. Keconstruction,  and  reconstruction  only 
was  expected.  We  declined  to  allow  the  hono^ 
able  gentleman  opposite,  who  moved  a  resolution 
baited  to  catch  members  on  our  side,  to  pUee 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  Gt)vernment  which  wai 
and  now  is  in  a  minority.  And  we  were  right 
in  our  determination.  At  the  time  the  vote 
was  carried  we  were  virtually  in  a  majority, 
and  we  are  in  a  majority  at  the  present  time. 
The  honorable  gentleman  dare  not  to-night  take 
a  vote  upon  that  question.  Sir,  I  do  not  deny 
for  a  moment  that  parties  are  tolerably  evenly 
balanced,  and  I  admit  also  that  the  present  Go- 
vernment have  a  fair  amount  of  support  in  the 
country,  but  not  sufficient  to  keep  them  on  those 
benches — just  sufficient  to  make  them  a  decent 
minority  and  to  constitute  them  a  respectable 
Opposition  in  this  House.  Sir,  I  admit  Uie  fiu^ 
nees  with  which  the  honorable  gentleman  (Kr. 
Bryce)  has  dealt  with  the  figures  m  regard  to  the 
Native  Department.  They  might  have  been,  in 
the  hands  of  an  unfair  man,  possibly  made  the 
basis  of  a  bitter,  disagreeable,  personal  disooune. 
He  has  dealt  with  them  from  a  fair  party  point 
of  view;  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  reply 
in  the  same  way,  and  to  avoid  importing  into 
my  remarks  anything  like  personal  feeling.  His 
honorable  gentleman  told  us  that  he  would  give 
us  specimens  of  the  expense  of  the  department, 
and  ho  gave  us  specimens,  first  of  all,  of  the  o^ 
dinary  department  itself.  His  object  was  to 
explain  to  the  House,  and  to  get  the  Hooseto 
approve  of  it  as  a  principle,  the  fact  that  per- 
:?oual  government  should  cease  to  exist.  I  shall 
come  presently  to  the  question  as  to  what  per- 
sonal government  means.  I  think  I  shall  be  able 
to  show  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  word,  and 
that  the  Minister  of  each  department  is  the  per- 
sonal |;ovemor  of  it,  and  must  be  so  to  all  intents 
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and  purposes.  Sir,  from  whom  did  we  get  per- 
sonal goyemment  ?  Honorable  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  especiallj  on  those 
benches,  cheer  loudly  ;  but  I  repeat,  From  whom 
did  personal  goyemment  come  to  us  as  a  legacj  ? 
From  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  them- 
selves. There  are  some  of  the  men  who  were 
brouffht  up  with  personal  government,  who  bo- 
lieved  in  if,  and  who  are  now  raising  it  as  a  crj 
against  those  to  whom  the  legacy  was  left.  I 
saj,  there  they  are,  the  creators  of  this  persouHl 
government  of  which  they  now  complain ;  and 
I  shall  show  presently  that  they  need  not  be 
ashamed  of  the  fact,  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
unless  you  continue  that  pergonal  government  in 
Native  matters  you  cannot  escape  the  troubles 
which  are  now  pending.  Sir,the  honorable  gentle- 
man very  fairly  put  inis  fact  before  the  House : 
that  in  the  old  times  a  small  sum  of  money  went  a 
long  way — that  a  stick  of  tobacco,  a  pipe,  a  box 
of  matcnes,  or  a  few  pounds  of  flour,  would  do 
more,  perhaps,  than  a  million  now.  The  people 
are  improving  in  the  scale  of  civilization,  have 
higher  and  more  expensive  wants,  and  therefore 
you  cannot  expect  i53,0OO  to  go  as  far  now  as  it 
did  ten  years  ago.  Sir,  we  are  told  that  this 
system  of  personal  government  might  have  been 
right  some  years  ago,  but  it  not  right  now.  It  is 
an  easy  thing  to  say  that ;  but  where  is  the  proof 
that  the  assertion  is  true?  Haye  the  Maori 
people  ceased  to  exist  ?  Has  the  past  been  for- 
gotten ?  Do  you  govern  the  whole  of  the  country 
at  the  present  time  ?  Is  the  law  in  force  all  over 
New  Zealand  ?  Certainly  not.  There  is  a  large 
area  of  land  over  which  the  law  does  not  run,  and 
for  years  people  have  been  living  there  in  yiola- 
tion  of  the  law.  Yet  we  are  told  that  the  condition 
of  affairs  has  changed.  We  shall  see  whether  it 
has  changed  or  not.  It  is  said  that  two  of  the 
greatest  experts  of  the  colony  failed  to  bring  about 
a  solution  of  the  Native  dilficulty.  I  presume  one 
of  them  must  have  been  the  late  Premier  (Sir 
G-.  Grey) .  1  hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  yain  if 
I  think  that  I  am  the  second  one  meant.  What 
is  the  fact?  From  1864  these  people  lived  in  a 
state  of  perfect  isolation  down  to  1877.  It  is 
true  that  Ministers  crawled  up  there  occasionally, 
once  or  twice — sneaked  into  the  country,  I  may 
say — and  saw  a  few  people,  made  a  big  report  in 
the  papers,  called  it  a  bu*ge  meeting  of  the  Maori 
people,  and  declared  that  a  settlement  of  the 
Native  difficulty  had  been  brought  about ;  and 
one  gentleman  received  special  honors  from  the 
Crown  for  going  up  there  and  having  a  talk  with 
a  few  Natives.  I  told  the  House  the  other  night 
that  on  one  occasion  a  certain  person  remained 
for  six  weeks  in  the  Waikato  on  purpose  to  see 
one  Maori,  and  when  he  saw  him  he  shook  hands 
with  him,  addressed  to  him  a  few  words,  and 
came  away  rejoicing  that  he  had  done  so  much. 
We  met,  not  one  or  two  people,  but  thousands, 
and  for  weeks  held  meetings  in  the  King  coun- 
try at  their  own  request,  and  for  the  express 
purpose  of  bringing  about  a  peaceful  solution 
of  the  Native  difficulty.  At  Hikurangi  we  offered 
those  term^  which  tho  Inte  Government  had  pre- 
viously offered,  and  which  they  were  then  pre- 
pared to  accept    I  come  next  to  Te  Kopua: 


we  had  four  or  five  thousand  people  assembled 
there,  altogether  peaceable  and  quiet,  and,  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  two  months,  not  one  in- 
stance of  a  breach  of  the  law  took  place.  The 
discussions  were  fair  and  good -tempered,  and, 
although  nothing  was  finally  settled,  as  a  matter 
of  fact  it  was  the  biggest  and  most  important 
gathering  of  Maoris  which  ever  took  place  in 
the  colony.  Sir,  we  are  told  that  nothing  came 
of  these  things.  That  reminds  me  of  this  fact 
—a  fact  I  do  not  like  to  enlarge  upon,  because 
it  looks  like  sounding  one's  own  praises :  that, 
at  the  present  time,  there  is  in  this  House  a 
Native  gentleman  who  took  part  in  all  those 
meetings,  and  who  will  tell  you  that  the  results 
of  those  meetings  are  growing  day  by  day,  and 
that,  if  he  hnd  now  the  power  to  go  back  for  the 
next  two  or  three  months,  he  would  be  able  to 
bring  about  a  perfect  solution  of  the  whole  diffi- 
culty. Not  only  did  we  hold  those  meetings  with 
them  ;  but  what  happened  besides  ?  Who  would 
have  dreamt  for  a  moment,  three  years  ago,  or  five 
years  ago,  that  a  Maori  meeting  could  have  been 
held  in  the  King  country ;  that  the  Natives  in 
that  locality  would  have  visited  ;n  a  friendly  spirit 
European  settlements ;  that  they  could  have  been 
induced  to  go  down  to  large  centres  of  population? 
When  have  they  ever  before  been  emplojed  to 
keep  the  peace  of  the  country?  Yet  we  have 
done  it.  Take  the  case  of  t  ho  Thames  outrage  the 
other  day.  AVhen  those  people  proposed  to  es- 
cape into  the  Waikato,  what  did  the  King  people 
do  at  that  time?  A  few  years  ago,  would  they 
have  said,  "  Stop  those  persons  coming  into  the 
King  country,  and  hand  them  over  to  justice"  ? 
Certainly  not.  They  would  have  opened  their 
arms  to  receive  them,  and  the  GJovemment  would 
have  had  to  endeavour  to  explain  why  they  were 
not  caught.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  quite 
right  in  saying  that  I  have  been  besieged  by  the 
Maori  people  all  over  the  country.  I  admit  it. 
But  I  should  hke  to  know  what  he  proposes.  If, 
while  he  sits  on  those  benches,  he  chooses  to  keep 
those  people  at'  arm's-length,  I  do  not  envy  him 
his  position.  They  have  a  right  to  have  access  to 
the  Native  Minister.  Do  not  Europeans  go  to 
European  Ministers  to  state  their  wants  ?  And  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  follows  out  the  rule  that 
he  seems  desirous  of  laying  down,  he  will  noti 
keep  his  seat  there  very  long.  It  would  appear 
to  be  a  crime  on  the  part  of  a  Maori  to  ask  to  be 
allowed  to  see  a  member  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  BRYCE.~No. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — I  assumed  that  to  be  one  of 
the  reasons  for  the  abolition  of  personal  govern- 
ment. It  is  a  still  greater  crime  for  them  to 
approach  a  Minister  through  the  post  office  or  the 
telegraph  office.  What  other  means  have  they 
of  making  their  wishes  known  ?  What  does  the 
honorable  gentleman  wish  them  to  do  ?  Is  he 
going  to  hand  them  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  clerks  in  the  Government  offices  ?  We  have 
all  had  some  experience  of  that — of  being  referred 
from  A  to  B,  from  B  to  C,  and  so  on  to  D,  E, 
F,  G,  H,  day  after  day,  week  after  week,  before 
we  could  get  our  business  done.  What  do  mem- 
bers of  tins  House  do  if  they  hare  business  to 
transact  ?    They  go  down  to  see  Ministers.    Be- 
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cause  a  man  happens  to  be  a  member  of  this 
House,  because  he  has  a  yote  to  give  when  a  divi- 
sioD  comes  on,  he  is  listened  to  and  attended  to  ; 
but  the  Maori  people,  from  whom  you  take  taxa- 
tion, to  whom  you  gire  Tery  little — they  must  go 
to  tlie  messenger  at  the  door ;  they  cannot  be  al- 
lowed to  approach  the  presence  of  a  great  Minis- 
ter. The  honorable  member  gave  us  what  he  was 
pleased  to  call  a  specimen-page  of  the  telegrams  I 
received,  and  brought  forwanl  an  application  to 
the  GoTernment  for  £2,000 — which  he  said  was 
granted — as  a  fair  sample  of  the  kind  of  applica- 
tions made  to  the  Government.  What  are  the 
real  facts  of  the  case  ?  This  man — one  of  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Thames,  likewise  a  Go- 
yemment  officer  appointed  by  the  Government  of 
which  the  present  Treasurer  was  a  member— spent 
—  foolishly,  I  admit,  and  against  my  advice  — 
about  £2,000  in  building  a  large  house  in  honor 
of  the  Queen  and  the  law  ;  and,  when  it  came  to 
the  question  of  paying  money,  his  banker,  like  the 
Government  banker,  was  not  disposed  to  assist 
him.  Then  he  applied  to  me  for  this  £2,000. 
I  found  upon  record  a  promise  of  the  late 
Sir  Donald  McLean  to  pay  him  £1,000  for  cer- 
tain services  rendered,  and  I  agreed  to  fulfil 
that  promise.  That  reduced  the  amount  to 
£1,000 ;  and  I  agreed  to  advance  him  the  other 
£1,000.  That  man  is  anxious  to  sell  a  large 
quantity  of  valuable  land  —  he  is  now  offering 
it  to  the  Government  —  land  which  will  more 
than  balance  that  £1,000;  and  my  honorable 
friend  can  buy  it  to-morrow  if  he  chooses.  We 
paid  £1,000  to  meet  this,  one  of  those  unfulfilled 

Eromises  of  the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean  which 
ave  already  caused  so  much  trouble,  and  we 
advanced  £1,000  on  the  best  possible  security ; 
and  if  the  honorable  member  wants  to  get  that 
£1,000  back  he  can  get  it  to-morrow  with  the 
greatest  ease.  The  land  is  worth  more  than  the 
amount  due  (o  the  bank  and  the  Government. 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  this  was  an  in- 
cident of  personal  government.  Well,  perhaps  it 
is  not  competent  for  me  to  disclose  Cabinet  trans- 
actions, but  I  appeal  to  my  late  colleagues  if  this 
matter  was  not  fully  discussed  and  settled  in 
Cabinet.  We  knew  perfectly  well  what  we  were 
doing ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that,  if  the  papers  are 
brought  before  the  House,  we  can  defend  our 
action  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  it.  I  now 
come  to  this  point :  the  reference  that  was  made 
to  the  sums  of  money  which  were  placed  in  the 
charge  of  the  Native*  Minister.  It  appears  that 
during  the  last  two  years,  on  account  of  Native 
roads,  there  has  been  spent  the  enormous  sum  of 
£15,000,  and  that  the  Native  Minister,  on  ac- 
count of  roods  on  lands  in  course  of  negotiation, 
has  spent  another  sum  of  £15,000;  and  we  have 
had  a  picture  drawn  for  us  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  of  the  evils  arising  from  that  expendi- 
ture. Where  was  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
1871,  1872,  1878,  1874,  and  1875,  when  the 
Ministry  of  the  day  was  spending  three-quarters 
of  a  million  of  money  without  a  single  specific 
appropriation?  I  will  prove  it.  A  return  was 
brought  up  to  this  House  showing  an  expenditure 
of  something  like  £90,000.  It  was  moved  for, 
I  believe,  by  the  honorable  member  for  Clutha. 
Mr,  Sheehan 


He  brought  the  matter  up  aeain  when  that  re- 
turn appeared,  and  the  result  was,  it  was  sent 
back  for  fuiiher  consideration,  and  another  return 
was  brought  up  composed  of  three  items  only. 
The  Goveniment  of  which  the  Premier  was  a 
member  had  hundreds  of  thousands  to  spend  in 
that  way,  and  they  spent  that  money  without 
appropriation  and  without  reference  to  the  House. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  can  prove  it.  I  can  show 
that  £400,000  was  spent  without  one  solitary 
specific  appropriation ;  and  when  we  saw  the  way 
it  was  going — where  it  was  being  spent  —  we 
knew  perfectly  well  who  was  controlling  the  Go- 
vernment purse.  I  do  hope  my  honorable  friend, 
whose  mind  is  impartial,  will  bear  in  mind,  when 
he  talks  about  our  spending  £30,000,  that  our 
predecessors  in  office  spent  sums,  with  not  half  to 
much  advantage,  as  compared  with  which  what 
we  have  spent  is  really  trifling.  From  1870  to 
1876  they  spent  a  whole  loan  on  Native  pur- 
poses—the Defence  Loan,  it  was  called ;  and  when 
the  honorable  gentleman  talks  about  the  expenee* 
of  the  department,  I  would  like  to  ask  him  to 
look  up  the  old  vouchers,  and  then  he  will  see 
whether  or  not  we  have  been  such  very  "  bad 
boys"  indeed.  Now,  we  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  our  expenditure  on  roads,  and  so  forth. 
What  is  the  fact?  The  greater  part  of  the  North 
Island  at  the  present  time  is  Maori  land.  Will 
the  honorable  gentlemen  come  down  with  a  Bill 
for  taxing  Native  land  for  Road  Board  purposes  ? 
They  dare  not  do  it ;  I  defy  them  to  do  it.  Then, 
what  would  they  do  ?  Will  they  allow  the  aet- 
tlers  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  taxation  for  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  these  roads  in 
Native  districts  ?  It  was  thoroughly  well  known 
that  this  proposal  to  spend  money  in  Native  dis- 
tricts was  intended  to  be  a  compromise,  and  to 
give  the  small  settlers  some  compensation  for  the 
fact  that  the  time  had  not  yet  arrived  when  the 
Maori  people  could  be  called  upon  to  pay  ratea 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  roads.  Are  the 
Government  going  to  alter  that  and  bring  down 
a  Bill  compelling  the  Natives  to  pay  rates  ?  If 
so,  I  trust  my  honorable  friend  will  eease  all  pre- 
tension to  personal  government  in  reference  to  that 
taxation ;  because  I  am  quite  sure  if  he  goes 
into  the  King  country  to  collect  the  rates  he  will 
never  come  out  of  it  again.  Then,  the  expendi- 
ture of  another  £15,000  for  a  somewhat  similar 
purpose  appears  to  have  been  a  gi^eat  crime  also. 
How  much  was  spent  in  the  same  direction  three 
years  ago?  That  which  three  years  ago  was  a 
venial  sin  is  now  a  mortal  offence.  What  waa 
the  object  of  that  vote  ?  It  was  this :  that  we 
found  it  better  to  buy  the  land  from  the  Natives 
at  a  fair  price,  and  to  employ  the  Maori  people 
in  opening  up  rosds  and  approaches  to  settlement^ 
than  to  pay  money  for  rations  and  gratuities ;  and 
money  was  so  spent,  as  I  ctfn  show.  If  you  look 
at  the  matter  fairly,  you  will  see  the  good  policy 
of  that  course.  Are  you  not  imposing  a  large 
measure  of  taxation  on  the  Maori  people  ?  Have 
you  not  obtained,  and  are  you  not  expecting  to 
obti^n,  a  considerable  revenue  from  land  acquured 
from  them  at  a  penny  an  acre,  or  even  a  farthing 
an  acre  ?    Then,  what  reason  have  you  to  de«l  to 
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bardlj  with  the  Maori  people?  and  if  they  do 
get  a  few  thousands  spent  among  them  in  giving 
them  mere  rations  for  their  work,  the  people  of 
the  colony  and  this  House  ought  to  he  glad 
rather  than  sorry.  Another  crime — although  I 
must  say  I  thought  it  was  a  peculiar  feature  in 
connection  with  personal  gOTernment  —  is,  that 
this  money  was  spent  through  local  bodies.  I 
look  on  the  party  opposite  as  an  abolition  Minis- 
try, and  am  Tery  much  surprised  that  they  should 
appear  to  think  that,  instead  of  handing  this 
money  over  to  local  bodies  to  spend  it,  we  should 
hare  spent  the  money  ourseWes.  Had  I  kept  that 
money  myself,  and  spent  it  through  my  officers, 
it  might  have  been  said  that  I  did  so  for  pur- 
poses of  patronage ;  but  when  I  handed  it  over 
to  bodies  goyeming  according  to  law  —  bodies 
which  hare  to  keep  accounte,  and  show  all  their 
transactions  to  the  public — I  must  say  I  fail  to  see 
where  the  crime  could  have  been.  I  am  sure  of 
this  :  When  the  honorable  gentleman  has  had  the 
experience  I  have  had  he  will  come  down  with 
the  same  riew  as  myself.  His  work  is  all  before 
him.  He  is  now  enjoying  what  I  may  call  the 
Ministerial  honeymoon ;  but,  when  it  comes  to 
furnishing  the  house  and  keeping  it  going,  he 
will  find  matters  yery  different.  If  he  wears  the 
same  pleasant  face  twelve  months  hence  as  he 
does  now  I  will  trust  him  better  than  I  do  at 
present ;  but  I  am  afraid  he  will  not.  We  have 
been  told  that  an  immense  sum  of  money  has 
been  spent  at  Ooromandel  and  at  the  Thames.  I 
think,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had  known 
more  about  that  part  of  the  country,  he  would 
not  hare  talked  as  he  did  ;  and  he  might,  I  think, 
have  said  a  little  about  the  Patea  County.  That 
county  came  out  of  the  transaction  remarkably 
well.  There  was  some  money  spent  under  per- 
sonal government  in  that  county,  and  the  people 
were  exceedingly  anxious  to  get  it.  They  never 
said,  when  the  money  was  being  spent,  "  Oh ! 
this  is  the  fruits  of  personal  government.  You 
know  you  ought  not  to  spend  this  money."  So 
long  as  the  money  went  to  that  County  Council 
we  heard  nothing  at  all  about  personal  govern- 
ment. I  do  not  believe  in  this  sort  of  thing — 
gentlemen  helping  me  to  commit  a  crime,  and 
then  **  peaching,"  and  getting  part  of  the  reward 
for  turning  informers.  I  presume  this  is  the  new 
doctrine :  that  the  moneys  which  this  House 
chooses  to  place  at  the  dispotal  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  to  be  spent  by  the  Government  alone. 
County  Coimcils,  and  Highway  Boards,  and  all 
local  bodies  must  know  that  ^rom  this  time  forth 
they  must  regard  having  public  money  to  spend 
as  an  unpardonable  crime.  Let  the  local  bodies 
know  that  in  future  they  are  to  have  no  assistance 
in  carrying  on  local  works,  and  see  what  they  say. 
Take  the  case  of  the  Thames.  The  Thames  is 
almost  all  Native  land.  It  is  all  Native  land  ex- 
cept what  the  Government  have  bought.  Even  the 
town  itself  is  on  Native  land.  This  land  cannot 
be  made  to  pay  the  ordinary  taxation  ;  the  gold 
duty  and  the  miner's-right  fees  all  go  to  the 
Maoris  ;  and  the  Europeans  have  to  find  the 
money  to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  the  local  govern- 
ment. If  those  people  had  been  bom  in  that 
lucky  part  of  the  country  from  ^rhich  the  Minis- 


ter of  Education  (Mr.  Bolleeton)  comes ;  if  they 
had  been  bom  in  that  part  of  the  country  where 
the  Maori  lands  were  all  secured  at  a  farthing 
an  acre,  and  where  they  squashed  out  the  whole 
of  the  rights  of  the  Native  people,  and  have  fought 
ever  since  against  giving  them  any  fair  share  of 
the  land  sold — sold  on  that  peculiar  system  known 
as  the  gridironing  system ;  if  they  had  secured 
ample  reserves  of  the  public  estate  to  keep  them 
going ;  if  they  had  got  a  few  thousands  or  «o  to 
make  themselves  branch  railways,  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty  about  it.  But  because 
this  poor,  suffering  district,  living  on  the  taxation 
of  the  people  alone,  where  you  dare  not  touch  the 
Maori  people  for  taxation,  was  given  that  assist- 
ance to  which  it  had  every  right,  I  am  accused 
of  all  sorts  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours. 
I  should  be  quite  prepared  to  go  to  any  district 
of  the  North  Island,  even  to  Wanganui,  to  be 
tried  for  that  offence ;  and  if  I  did  not  get  a  clear 
verdict  of  acquittal  I  should  be  surprised.  My 
honorable  friend,  speaking  of  the  case  of  the 
Tliames,  says  he  does  not  know  whether  th^ 
were  county  roads  or  otherwise.  I  do  not  know 
what  he  calls  county  roads,  but  I  know  this : 
that,  if  you  tax  the  people  and  take  their 
money,  they  want  roads.  We  are  told  that  the 
public  money  was  borrowed  for  railway  -purposes 
only.  So  it  was  for  a  few  years  ;  but  the  time 
is  coming  when  you  will  have  to  tackle  the 
question  of  the  county  roads.  It  is  an  acknow- 
ledged fact,  now,  that  eyen  in  the  South  the 
sjstem  of  county  government  has  failed  utterly ; 
and,  if  the  late  Government  did  step  in  and  give 
a  helping  hand  to  some  of  the  poorer  districts, 
they  deserve  credit  rather  than  blame.  Sir,  I 
scarcely  think  I  am  responsible  for  the  fact  that 
there  are  Maori  pensioners  in  the  colony.  I  think 
I  heard  of  their  existence  many  years  ago,  and  I 
might  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  there  are  gentlemen 
in  this  House  who  knew  of  the  existence  of  these 
pensioners  twenty  years  ago.  Neither  am  I  re- 
sponsible for  the  appointment  of  assessors.  They 
are  a  creation  of  past  Governments.  As  to  the 
Native  policemen,  they  also  were  left  behind 
by  my  predecessor.  Now,  I  hope  my  honorable 
friend,  who  has  a  great  feeling  of  scorn  for  the 
system  of  Maori  government,  who  would  keep  the 
Maoris  at  arm's-length,  will  travel  round  and 
attempt  to  dismiss  all  these  pensioners  and  asses- 
sors. I  think  his  great  trouble  will  be  to  keep 
from  putting  more  on;  and  I  think  the  House 
will  ngree  with  me  that  in  some  cases  the  refusal 
would  be  an  act  of  injustice,  when  you  come  to 
look  at  the  condition  of  the  people,  and  what 
they  have  done  for  the  public.  But  I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  admit  that  I  am  not 
the  creator  of  these  offices,  that  I  found  them  in 
existence  when  I  became  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  I  carried  them  on  as  I  found  them. 
I  have  not  increased  their  cost,  and  I  think  the 
House  will  agree  that  I  have  carried  on  the  sys- 
tem satisfactorily.  We  are  told  that  the  Native 
Minister  has  introduced  personal  government  into 
the  administration  of  Native  affairs — this  fearful 
personal  government.  Tiie  Native  Minister,  having 
the  power  to  appoint  a  few  assessors  at  £40  a  year, 
and  a  few  (x>liccmen  at  £16  a  year,  has  established 
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a  personsl  rSgime — an  awful  personal  goTernment. 
Why,  Sir,  is  it  only  in  the  Natire  Department 
that  this  personal  influence  is  exercised  ?  Is  it 
there  only  that  tlie  power  of  appointment  is  ex- 
ercised ?  What  takes  place  in  the  other  depart- 
ments ?  Would  not  the  honorable  gentlemen  on 
those  benches  to-raorrow  put  in  their  own  friends 
and  relations,  even  down  to  their  sisters,  their 
cousins,  and  their  aunts  ?  I  should  like  to  know 
liow  many  friends  have  been  provided  for  even 
during  the  short  time  they  have  been  in  office. 
Sir,  1  dislike  this  mock-modesty.  What  is  a 
Minister  for,  if  he  cannot  settle  a  matter  of  this 
sort  without  tendering  advice  to  the  Governor  on 
the  subject  ?  Those  honorable  gentlemen  will  be 
badgered  every  day.  of  their  lives  for  the  next 
twelye  months  if  they  remain  in  office ;  and  what 
will  they  do?  Let  me  take  the  case  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer.  He  may  be  applied  to  for 
a  cadetship  of  £75  a  year.  He  recommends  it 
without  consulting  his  colleagues,  because  it  is 
well  known  that  in  the  case  of  an  appointment 
under  £200  he  need  not  submit  it  to  the 
Cabinet.  And  what  wiU  be  the  result?  He 
will  be  held  up  as  a  fearful  example  of  personal 
government.  If  the  term  is  not  unparliamentary, 
1  must  say  that  I  never  heard  such  terrible  "  rot." 
We  are  told  in  the  same  way  that  the  Native 
Minister,  having  such  enormous  sums  to  spend — 
£20,000  in  one  case  and  £15,000  in  the  other- 
was  subjected  to  a  pressure  of  a  most  terrible 
kind.  Now,  Sir,  coming  from  that  bench,  and 
looking  at  those  people,  who  had  millions  to 
spend  when  they  were  in  office,  I  must  say  that 
that  is  grossly  unkind.  Look  at  the  public  works 
system.  How  was  that  used  ?  Look  at  the 
roads  the  "continuous  "  Ministry  made  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  to  induce  members  to  cross 
from  one  side  of  this  House  to  the  other.  Can 
these  things  be  forgotten  ?  And  yet  we  are  t-old 
of  the  fearful  things  the  Native  Minister  has 
done.  Why,  Sir,  one  gentleman  on  that  bench 
has  given  away  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds 
in  this  way.  And  this  is  pergonal  government ! 
Wo  can  afford  to  be  told  of  the  little  exeroise  of 
patronage  that  has  been  talked  so  much  about, 
when  things  like  this  have  been  done.  We  know 
that  for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Government  in  office  was  simply  a 
question  of  roads  and  bridges.  And  we  know 
that  these  were  not  given  because  there  was  any 
great  necessity  for  them,  but  because  support  was 
necesfary  to  keep  the  Government  in  power. 
I  do  not  deny  that  we  have  done  this  to  some  ex- 
tent J  but  in  doing  it  we  have  simply  followed  out 
the  system  of  our  predecessors.  But  now  that 
they  have  come  back  to  office  they  put  on  the 
austero  look  of  an  old  maid  of  forty,  and  say, 
"  Gt)odne8S  gracious !  how  awful !  What  a  hor- 
rible thing! "  I  think  my  honorable  friend  ought 
to  have  smiled  when  he  told  us  that.  He  ought 
to  have  looked  over  at  me  and  winked,  because 
he  and  I  know  so  much  better.  I  protest  against 
people  talking  what  I  may  term  "highfalutin"' 
politics  pure  and  simple —getting  up  in  this 
House,  calUng  themselves  great  statesmen,  ex- 
pounding high  principles,  and  talking  as  if  they 
could  not  descend  to  anything  below  the  dignity 
Mr.  Sheehan 


of  a  statesman  ;  and  the  next  minute  you  aee  them 
going  out  into  the  lobby  to  look  after  some  mem- 
ber who  is  reported  to  be  "  going  wrong."  We 
know  that  this  very  minute,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government  were 
told  that  one  of  his  side  was  going  at  all  **  wrong," 
he  would  get  off  his  bench  and  say,  "  Where  it 
he  ?     We  must  keep  him  right." 

Mr.  HALL.— You  do  it. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Yes  ;  but  there  is  this  dif- 
ference :  We  admit  it,  and  you  do  not.  Now,  Sir, 
I  will  refer  to  the  case  of  the  chief  at  Auckland. 
And  I  ask  the  House  to  pay  particular  attention 
to  this  point,  because  it  may  have  been  an  error 
in  judgment  to  undertake  such  a  case ;  but  I  will 
put  it  to  the  House  fairly,  so  that  honorable 
members  may  judge  of  the  two  versions.  It  is 
the  case  of  the  Maori  chief  who  went  to  law  and 
lost  his  suit.  Well,  what  are  the  facts  ?  They 
are  notorious  throughout  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land, and  aro  these :  that  before  a  Court  of  jus- 
tice, all  the  parties  being  British  subjects,  five 
Maori  witnesses,  all  men  of  straightforward 
character,  were  disbelieved  upon  an  essential  foct 
in  the  case,  upon  the  evidence  of  the  defenduit. 
They  swore  to  a  fact  which,  if  true,  would  have 
given  them  a  verdict ;  but  the  evidence  of  this 
single  person,  this  European,  waa  accepted  in  pre- 
feronce  to  theirs ;  and  the  chief,  who  is  now  a 
member  of  this  House,  was  cast  in  costs  to  the 
amount  of  £500.  I  felt  that  a  scandal  had  been 
thrown  upon  the  British  name,  and  that  we 
ought  to  feel  ashamed  of  our  Courts  of  law  when 
such  a  thing  as  that  could  happen.  Tliere  is 
a  good  deal  of  truth  in  the  statement  of  the 
Natives  that  in  a  European  Court  their  evidenoe 
will  not  be  believed.  There  aro  men  in  this 
House  who  know  it  to  be  true,  but,  for  their  own 
purposes,  they  say  nothing  about  it.  In  that  case, 
vrith  the  consent  of  my  colleagues,  I  agreed  to 
pay  the  honorable  gentleman's  expenses,  and  also 
to  securo  him  a  new  trial  if  possible.  I  also 
intended  to  bring  the  defendant  up  for  perjury, 
but  I  was  stopped  by  a  compromise  which  was 
effected  between  the  parties.  Now,  so  far  from 
this  being  done  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  this 
honorable  gentleman  into  tne  House,  I  advised 
him  not  to  come  into  the  House  at  all,  but  to  act 
as  a  sensible  man,  to  mind  his  own  business,  and 
to  stick  to  his  salary.  Hero  is  another  case: 
My  honorable  friend,  though  he  has  been  Chair- 
man of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  for  many 
years,  has  not  yet  got  into  the  background  of  the 
Native  Department.  He  referred  to  the  case  of 
a  Native  chief  whose  wife  died,  and  who  had 
been  put  to  considerable  expense.  What  hap- 
pened? The  honorable  gentleman's  colleagues 
cheered  when  he  made  the  statement,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon  tried  to  look  as  if  he 
was  greatly  shocked.  Why,  Sir,  in  tlie  Native 
Office  are  the  printed  forms  which  are  made  out 
in  all  similar  cases  when  money  is  lent,  and  any 
man  who  has  been  in  the  Native  Office  most 
have  known  that.  I  do  not  object  to  the  pay* 
ment  being  challenged,  but  I  do  object  to  people 
who  know  so  much  better  putting  up  these  bogus 
cases  for  the  purpose  of  creating  sympathy.  I^ 
the  honorable  gentleman  wants  to  know  wher9 
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fchese  forms  are,  he  will  find  them  in  the  Trea- 
sury. They  are  the  usual  forms  upon  which 
money  is  lent — to  he  got  hack  if  it  can  be  got 
back.  In  this  case  the  chief  concerned  is  Tcry  well 
off  in  the  way  of  land  and  property,  and  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  anj  doubt  about  tho 
security  I  will  undertake  to  say  that  the  money 
shall  be  forthcoming  in  twenty-four  hours.  Well, 
Sir,  I  come  next  to  a  case  in  respect  to  which  I 
challenge  criticism;  and  that  is,  the  question  of 
the  employment  of  the  Maori  lads.  What  hare 
we  been  doing  for  years?  Hare  we  not  been 
spending  money  on  the  education  of  these  youths  ? 
And  what  has  happened?  Is  it  not  yery  well 
known  that  if  they  go  back  again  amongst  their 
Maori  friends  they  become  more  Maori  than  ever? 
And  if  they  are  allowed  to  settle  down  amongst 
the  lowest  class  of  the  European  population  they 
become  lost  for  erer.  We  felt  that  it  was  time 
to  giye  them  a  chance.  We  hare  been  talking  here 
for  years  about  the  equal  rights  of  these  people 
with  ourselres,  we  have  been  calling  them  our 
fellow-subjects,  we  hare  been  declaiming  about 
their  right  to  a  fair  share  in  the  government  of 
the  country,  and  have  been  telling  them  that 
their  children  had  a  just  claim  to  a  share  in  that 
gOTemment :  I  thought  it  was  time  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  show  that  we  really 
meant  what  we  said ;  and  it  was  for  that  purpose, 
and  that  purpose  alone,  that  those  youths  were 
brought  down  here.  They  were  brought  down  to 
get  employment  in  the  Goyemment  service.  [ 
call  the  attention  of  my  honorable  friends  the 
Maori  members  to  this  fact:  that,  while  I  em- 
ployed some  of  these  lads  in  my  department,  and 
phiced  four — not  one,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
says — in  the  Printing  Office,  I  could  not  get  a 
single  one  of  the  Under  Secretaries  to  take  any 
into  his  department.  We  talk  of  men's  rights, 
and  of  all  being  equal  under  the  law,  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing ;  but  when  there  is  a  chance  of  doing 
anything  for  these  people  and  giving  them  em- 
ployment, we  simply  sit  upon  them.  I  hope  my 
honorable  friends  will  bear  that  fact  in  mind.  I 
quite  admit  the  justice  of  the  objection  to  the  fact 
of  there  being  so  many  of  these  youths  in  this 
town  ;  but  what  I  should  like  to  do,  and  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  ought  to  do,  is  to  distri- 
bute them  amongst  different  departments  in  other 
places.  I  have  done  that  myself,  and  if  he  takes 
the  trouble  he  will  find  plenty  of  employment  for 
these  youths,  and  for  many  more  besides.  And 
now.  Sir,  I  am  looking  at  the  time  this  debate  has 
taken  up,  and  I  propose  to  shorten  my  remarks  as 
much  as  possible.  We  haye  had  a  Statement  from 
the  honorable  gentleman — a  fair  Statement — and 
I  believe  the  figures  are  correct  as  showing  the 
total  sum  spent  in  excess  of  the  amount  voted. 
I  admit  the  expenditure  has  exceeded  the  appro- 
priation ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  House  must 
consider  various  facts  in  order  to  arrive  at  aright 
conclusion.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  charged  in 
these  accounts  an  amount  that  is  not  an  expendi- 
ture at  all.  My  honorable  friend  who  was  rublic 
Works  Minister  in  the  late  Q-overnraent  was  a 
shrewd  Scotchman,  and  he  took  very  good  care 
that  there  should  be  no  charge  put  down  to  his 
department  that  he  could  avoid ;  so  he  charged 
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me  with  the  railway  fares  of  several  Maoris  who 
were  sent  by  train.  There  is  a  large  amount  put 
down  for  that  which  is  really  no  charge  at  all,  but 
a  transfer. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Eight  hundred  pounds.  I  men- 
tioned that. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.^Tee.  Then  we  come  to 
the  expenses  of  the  Maori  meetings.  I  think 
we  put  down  the  cost  of  the  Eopua  meeting  at 
£4,000.  I  did  not  hear  what  he  said  was  the 
cost  of  the  Waitara  meeting. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  They  were  all  orer 
£1,000. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  — Very  well ;  and  it  is  yery 
easy  to  bring  these  up  and  say,  "  There  is  a  sum 
of  money  to  expend  without  any  yote  of  the 
House !  But  we  have  to  go  beyond  that.  We 
have  to  consider  whether  these  meetings  ought  to 
have  been  held  ;  whether  they  have  aone  good : 
and  I  say  that  if  it  can  be  proved  that  they  have — 
even  only  up  to  the  amount  spent  upon  them — 
helped  to  open  up  country  for  settlement,  then 
we  can  come  to  this  House  and  say,  "  If  we  did 
wrong  in  spending  that  money  we  did  it  in  the 
public  good,"  and  I  am  certain  the  House  would 
bear  us  out.  For  about  three  years  before  we 
came  into  office  the  policy  of  the  Q-ovemment 
had  not  been  unfavourable  to  the  Maori  people. 
They  had  ignored  them  altogether.  They  pur- 
sued a  policy  which  I  hope  my  honorable  friend 
will  not  follow  if  he  remains  in  office — the  policy 
of  shutting  the  door  in  their  face.  But  when  we 
came  into  office  there  was  an  impression  abroad, 
and  especially  amongst  the  Maori  people — whe- 
ther it  was  right  or  not  it  is  not  for  me  to  say — 
that  there  was  a  Ministry  in  power  favourable  to 
the  Maoris.  What  was  the  consequence  ?  That 
in  1878  fully  five  hundred  Maoris  came  down  here 
to  Wellington  to  transact  business — to  interview 
Ministers,  to  make  applications  for  land,  to  learn 
what  they  should  do  when  they  went  before  the 
Native  I^tnd  Court ;  and,  in  fact,  to  consult  the 
Qovemment  on  many  matters  as  their  friends. 
Many  of  these  Natives  were  men  of  high  rank 
among  their  people,  who  lived,  while  in  Wel- 
lington, as  their  predecessors  had  done,  in  the 
Maori  hostelry  or  at  the  pubUc  expense.  It  may 
be  said  to  me,  "You  had  no  right  to  sanction 
that  expenditure."  Well,  that  raises  a  further 
question.  These  men — or  fully  three-fourths  of 
them  —  were  men  who  were  engaged  in  selling 
blocks  of  land  to  the  Government,  and  the  refusal 
to  grant  a  claim  of  the  kind  they  made  would 
simply  have  converted  friends  into  enemies  ;  and 
the  saving  of  £5  passage-money  might  have  cost 
the  colony  some  £20  or  £30  in  the  price  of  the 
land  we  wanted  to  buy.  All  these  things  had  to 
be  considered.  I  take  the  full  responsibility  of 
the  action  on  myself,  and  am  quite  prepared  to 
suffer  at  the  hands  of  the  House  and  my  party  if 
I  have  done  wrong.  We  are  told  that  this  is 
another  way  in  which  personal  goremment  does 
mischief.  All  I  can  say  is  that,  if  there  is  a 
person  in  this  colony  who  exercises  personal 
government,  it  is  the  Auditor-General.  He  took 
very  good  care  to  oxerhaul  my  accounts ;  and,  if 
I  paid  any  money  without  the  authority  of  this 
House,  you  may  be  very  sure  I  did  not  pay  it 
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"witboufc  the  authority  of  the  law.  I  come  now 
to  the  Lftnd  Purchase  Department,  and  on  that 
subject  I  take  issue  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man at  once.  The  policy  of  the  late  Government 
was  this:  We  required  to  obtain  lond  for  the 
public  estate  rather  than  let  it  fall  into  the  hands 
of  private  persons.  I  admit,  as  a  first  principle, 
we  have  to  give  a  fair  price  for  the  land  ;  but,  if 
the  public  can  obtain  land  when  it  is  required, 
they  are  entitled  to  it  in  preference  to  private 
individuals.  My  honorable  friend  has  very  much 
changed  his  ideas  in  this  respect.  Time  was 
when  he  thought  very  differently,  and  looked 
upon  the  system  as  very  good.  I  ask  you  this  : 
You  are  spending  millions  in  improving  the  land 
— in  making  railways,  and  roads,  and  bridges 
over  comparatively  unsettled  land :  if  you  buy  for 
the  public  at  a  fair  price,  will  not  the  public 
get  the  benefit  of  those  improvements  ?  And  if 
private  individuals  buy  these  lands,  ought  they 
not  to  make  the  improvements  on  them  ?  I  do 
not  care  what  the  verdict  of  the  House  is.  I 
say,  if  the  Government  recedes  from  the  policy 
of  purchasing  land,  they  will  not  be  in  office  next 
year.  I  am  sure  the  money  spent  in  that  way  is 
well  spent.  The  honorable  gentleman  asks  us, 
'*  What  about  those  sales  in  Auckland?"  and 
tells  us  that,  although  about  300,000  acres  had 
been  purchased  by  the  Government  there,  only 
a  very  small  quantity  had  been  disposed  of  by 
tliem  during  the  last  twelve  months.  One  would 
think,  from  the  way  the  honorable  gentleman 
spoke,  that  all  that  land  had  vanished,  and  had 
gone  to  sea.  Have  we  not  got  the  land  there  still 
as  value  for  our  money  ?  Then  we  are  told  that 
tills  laud  cannot  become  of  sufficient  value  to  pay 
the  cost  of  it.  I  say  the  time  will  come  when 
every  acre  will  be  of  value  ;  but  there  is  a  section 
of  people  in  the  country  who  would  like  to  buy 
it  up  now  for  a  song,  in  order  to  hold  it  until 
the  good  times  come.  I  admit,  when  I  came  into 
office,  my  intention  was  to  give  up  the  land-pur- 
chase system  ;  but  I  found  the  negotiations  going 
on  were  so  extensive,  and  public  feeling  was  so 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  system,  that  I  deter- 
mined  to  ask  my  colleagues  to  indorse  my  pro- 
posal to  keep  the  system  up.  I  admit  we  wont 
into  these  large  transactions;  and  I  am  proud 
and  rejoice  that  we  have  been  able  to  bring  more 
land  under  negotiations  during  the  last  year  than 
our  predecessors  were  able  to  do  in  five  years. 
My  honorable  friend  sajs  it  will  cost  a  million 
to  complete  these  negotiations.  And  if  it  does, 
I  say  that  if  you  can  get  5,000,000  acres  of  land 
for  £1,000,000  you  will  do  very  well.  I  tell  this 
Government  now  in  office,  which  calls  itself  the 
people's  Government,  the  Liberal  Qt>vernment, 
the  Constitutional  Gt)vemmeut,  that  if  they  adopt 
a  policy  which  will  lead  to  the  Native  lands 
being  scrambled  for  by  private  persons  they  will 
not  long  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  people.  It 
amuses  me,  when  I  look  at  those  honorable  gentle- 
men, to  remember  their  action  in  1876,  when  the 
Bill  was  brought  in  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
in  another  place,  and  to  compare  that  action  with 
their  words  now.  To  hear  them  talk  of  selling 
these  Native  lands  by  public  auction !  Why,  the 
greater  part  of  this  North  Island  would  veiy  soon 
Mr.  Sheehan 


be  swept  up  by  a  few  individuals.  My  honor- 
able friend  is  a  reasonable  man ;  he  acts  fairly 
with  his  colleagues,  and  takes  the  accounts  they 
give  him  :  but  I  can  assure  him  that  if  the  land 
is  disposed  of  under  a  policy  of  that  kind  he  can 
very  soon  close  his  Land  Purchase  Department, 
for  it  will  not  be  wanted.  There  are  plenty  of 
people  in  the  North  Island  ready  to  snap  up  this 
land ;  and,  if  you  do  not  take  steps  to  prevent 
them,  the  public  will  sufler,  while  a  section  will 
blossom  from  small  capitalists  into  large  specula- 
tors. I  am  ready  to  stand  up  in  this  place,  to 
say  it  inside  and  outside  this  House,  to  declare  it 
in  town  and  country,  that  if  this  were  made  a 
question  on  which  a  dissolution  was  granted  there 
is  not  a  constituency  in  this  Island  who  would 
not  demand  that  the  present  policy  should  be  con- 
tinued. There  are,  no  doubt,  people  who  desire  to 
acquire  large  blocks  of  land  at  a  low  price.  I  do 
not  blame  them  so  long  as  the  law  allows  them  ; 
but  the  great  grievance  they  have  against  me  is, 
that  I  altered  the  law  so  that  they  could  not 
get  it.  But  to  throw  up  my  friends  in  order  to 
favour  my  enemies  would  be  a  nice  thing  to  do. 
We  made  one  invariable  rule  in  this  respect, 
with  a  single  exception,  to  which  I  shall  allude, 
and  in  which  the  notorious  name  of  ''Jones," 
of  fell  omen,  is  mixed  up.  When  we  came  into 
office  we  found  that  some  settlers  were  living 
in  the  King  country,  up  to  which  period  no 
Europeans  had  been  allowed  to  settle  in  tliat  part 
as  Europeans  —  only  as  pakeha-Maoris.  They 
had  gone  to  expense  in  getting  things  on  tlu) 
land,  they  had  opened  a  store,  and  were  pro* 
posing  to  lease  the  land  for  twenty-one  years. 
What  they  had  done  then  was  instrumental  in 
opening  up  the  land  ;  and  the  Gx)vemment — as  I 
think,  fairly  and  rightly — in  recognition  of  the 
services  they  had  rendered,  said,  "  We  will  not 
object  to  the  transaction ;  we  will  allow  you  to 
carry  it  out,  and  we  will  help  you  in  getting  the 
land  surveyed."  That  was  all  done  fairly  and 
above-board.  There  was  nothing  secret  about  it. 
There  was  no  attempt  to  make  a  covert  bargain. 
The  whole  agreement  is  to  be  found  on  thepuUio 
records,  and,  if  I  am  to  be  hanged  if  found  guilty, 
and  am  only  given  a  fair  trial,  let  me  be  tried  on 
that  charge.  When  compensation  to  European 
purchasers  is  talked  about,  I  say  that,  if  the  late 
Government  is  entitled  to  fair  consideration  upon 
one  point  more  than  another,  it  is  that  they  have 
declined  to  make  any  unfair  bargains.  In  every 
instance  where  we  have  been  compelled  to  pay 
money  in  compensation,  we  have  cut  the  amount 
down  to  the  lowest  possible  price.  When  claims 
have  been  made  against  us  we  have  always  de- 
clined to  hear  them,  and  have  told  the  claimants 
that  they  must  come  to  this  House  with  their 
grievances.  Sir,  too  much  importance  cannot  be 
attached  to  the  theory  laid  down  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  to  the  effect  that  we  should  look 
at  these  things  from  the  present  point  of  view. 
Because  a  state  of  depression  now  exists,  because 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  money,  because  there  is  a 
cessation  of  immigration,  because  men  cannot 
find  employment,  and  because  in  consequence  of 
all  these  causes  land  has  gone  back  in  value,  we 
must  take  the  condition  of  \he  money  mariwt  as 
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an  argument  for  not  baying  land  at  all.  I  say 
that,  80  soon  as  the  Qovernment  declare  their  in- 
tention not  to  buy  land,  a  number  of  those  very 
gentlemen  who  profess  to  take  such  a  gloomy 
Tiew  of  the  future,  and  who  foretell  that  in  a 
few  years  the  colony  will  be  in  a  bankrupt  state, 
will  be  the  very  first  to  go  round  the  coun- 
try and  mop  up  all  the  choice  blocks.  The 
deep  gullies  and  fearful  cliffs  to  which  my 
honorable  friend  referred  will  then  become  free- 
hold property.  In  respect  to  the  particular  block 
which  he  mentioned,  it  is  its  misfortune  to  be 
covered  with  bush.  But  1  hare  yet  to  learn  that 
bush  in  itself  is  a  bad  thing.  Timber  is  very 
useful  for  firewood,  for  building  houses,  and  for 
export;  and  when  the  timber  is  cut  down  it 
may  perhaps  be  fouud  that  those  dreadful  hills 
are  worth  something.  With  these  facts  in  view, 
many  people  will  go  up  there,  will  cut  down  the 
timber,  and  run  the  risk  of  the  soil  being  washed 
away.  They — the  honorable  gentleman's  friends 
— have  no  idea  of  buying  for  themselves,  but  they 
think  the  country  must  be  opened  up  for  settle- 
ment ;  and  if  it  should  happen  by  accident  that 
they  get  four  times  what  they  paid  for  the  land, 
it  is  not  their  fault.  One  part  of  the  honorable 
gentleman's  Statement  appeared  to  me  somewhat 
unfair,  if  he  will  pardon  me  for  using  the  term. 
He  appeared  to  blame  the  Land  Purchase  De- 
partment for  a  fault  which  was  not  theirs.  We 
had  a  statement  of  the  land  bouglit  and  handed 
over  to  the  Waste  Lands  Boards,  and  of  the 
amount  sold,  the  implication  being  that  the  Land 
Purchase  Department  was  responsible  for  the  non- 
sale  of  those  lands.  We  know  as  a  matter  of  fact 
that  as  soon  as  the  Government  purchases  a  piece 
of  land,  it  is  handed  over  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Board,  and,  once  there,  the  Government  have 
no  further  control  over  it.  What  I  should  like  t^ 
see  in  the  North  Island  is  tlie  abolition  of  those 
Boards,  and  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  made  re- 
sponsible for  the  sale  of  the  land.  I  do  not  say 
that  that  should  be  done  in  the  South  Island, 
because  the  conditions  there  are  different ;  but  in 
this  Island  I  would  abolish  those  Boards,  which 
are  irresponsible  bodies,  and  which  for  years 
past  have  been  composed  of  certain  favoured 
individuals,  to  the  exclusion  of  others.  I  have 
no  fear  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  country  will 
not  be  taken  up.  It  may  be  that  the  sales  at 
present  are  few,  but  a  time  will  come  when  we 
shall  have  a  population  in  this  country  which 
will  take  up  every  acre,  unless  in  the  mean- 
time we  neglect  our  duty  and  our  true  interests 
by  allowing  this  land  to  be  bought  up,  not  by  the 
population  of  the  colony,  but  by  half  a  dozen 
people  who  will  sell  for  us.  I  will  not  discuss 
the  question  of  the  price  of  those  blocks  of  land. 
The  honorable  gentleman,  it  appears  to  me,  is  on 
the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  He  blames  me  for  per- 
sonal government,  and  he  blames  me  for  want 
of  personal  government.  I  understood  him  to 
complain  that  the  land  bought  by  Mr.  Booth  is 
not  worth  one-third  of  what  was  given  for  it. 
Well,  what  could  a  person  in  my  position  do? 
If  I  employ  a  person  of  the  highest  character, 
whose  attempted  removal  from  ofBce  formed  the 
burden  of  Opposition  oomphnnts  during  the  last 


two  sessions,  am  I  not  justified  in  saying  to  him, 
"  Buy  at  what  you  believe  to  be  a  fair  price  "  ? 
Am  I  to  be  blamed  because  I  have  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  personally  going  over  every  acre 
of  the  country  ?  That  would  be  personal  govern- 
ment with  a  vengeance.  If  I  have  officers  whom 
I  trust,  if  they  and  others  advise  me  that  the 
price  paid  is  a  fair  value,  and  that  the  land  is 
good,  it  is  not  a  fair  charge  to  bring  against  me 
that  the  land  has  been  bought  too  dearly.  If  I 
have  been  misinformed,  let  the  honorable  gentle- 
man remove  Mr.  Booth  again,  and  let  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  took  his  part  last  session  take 
his  part  again.  I  admit  that  the  devices  of 
private  purchasers  are  very  various,  and  some 
of  them  very  deep  indeed,  and  there  have  been 
cases,  I  confess,  in  which  I  found  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  persons  have  got  up  what  I  may  term 
mock  negotiations  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
money.  But  you  cannot  help  that.  I  believe 
hundreds  of  people  did  the  same  thing  under  the 
old  Government.  All  you  can  do  is  to  trust  your 
officers,  take  their  opinions  about  the  value  of 
the  land,  and  make  a  fair  arrangement  as  far  as 
possible.  Suppose  I  refused  in  some  cases  to  pay 
compensation,  it  would  be  said  at  once  that  it  was 
an  attempt  to  jump  upon  those  people,  when  they 
had  made  a  fair  negotiation  with  the  Natives, 
when  they  had  placed  surveyors  on  the  land,  and 
when  they  believed  they  could  obtain  the  land. 
It  seems  to  me  that  you  cannot  please  the  party 
any  way.  If  you  decline  to  allow  private  parties 
to  buy,  you  are  jumped  upon.  If  you  allow  them 
to  buy,  and  if  you  exercise  your  own  right  to 
buy,  you  are  jumped  upon  again.  The  honorable 
gentleman  said  that  when  we  came  into  office 
Native  affairs  were  in  a  peaceful  condition.  That 
is  a  statement  which  it  would  take  a  day  to  argue. 
It  simply  amounts  to  this :  that  after  1869,  and 
the  terrible  wars  of  the  previous  five  or  six  years, 
Native  affairs  were  not  in  a  peaceful  condition, 
but  in  a  quiescent  condition.  We  had  killed  so 
many  of  them,  we  had  driven  so  many  away  and 
put  them  in  prison,  wo  had  taken  away  from  them 
po  much  land,  that  they  thought  better  of  it, 
and  remained  quiet  for  a  time.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  at  that  time  the  agitation  now  complained 
of  was  abroad.  The  Natives  were  complaining 
all  over  the  country  —  on  the  West  Coast  of 
unfulfilled  Government  promises ;  on  the  East 
Coast  of  badly-executed  Acts  of  this  House. 
North,  south,  east,  and  west,  there  were  heaps  of 
broken  and  unfulfilled  promises.  We  are  told 
that  at  that  time  we  had  broken  down  the  isola- 
tion which  had  existed  for  years  before.  What 
proof  is  there  of  that?  Can  the  honorable  gentle- 
man give  a  single  ins-tance  of  overtures  made 
by  the  Maoris  ?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  had 
been  no  advances  of  that  kind  made.  All  that 
had  happened  of  course  I  admit  was  in  accor- 
dance with  my  own  feelings,  because  the  most 
important  point  of  all  was  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  country.  And  no  man  should  take  action 
likely  to  endanger  peace.  So  far,  I  have  not  a 
word  to  say  against  my  friends  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  those  in  office  in  1877.  I  am  glad  my 
honorable  friend  is  good  enough  to  admit  for 
'  himsdf  that  I  had  no  part  in  making  Te  Wbiti 
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ft  madman  and  a  fanatic.  Other  people  hare 
held  a  different  opinion.  For  months  past  I 
have  been  accused  of  having  put  him  in  his  pre- 
sent condition,  of  making  a  madman  of  him, 
and  of  haying  caused  him  to  put  fortli  a  false 
religion.  I  admit  that  Te  Whiti  is  a  madman, 
but  I  feel  sure  that,  if  you  only  manage  him  pro- 
perly, there  is  no  danger  to  the  peace  of  the 
country  in  that  district.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man blamed  us  because,  for  some  months  past, 
we  had  not  taken  any  action  on  the  West  Coast, 
because  we  had  not  taken  up  the  Maoris  who  at- 
tempted to  commit  murder  at  the  Thames,  and 
because  we  had  not  arrested  the  Natives  concerned 
in  the  affair  in  the  Ngapuhi  country.  Beyond 
the  general  reason  which  I  haye  given,  there  is 
another  and  a  better  reason  from  a  party  point  of 
yiew.  I  am  stating  a  fact  known  to  some  honor- 
able gentlemen  when  I  say  that  when  we  met 
Parliament  last  session  we  were  prepared  to  take 
action  to  put  an  end  to  the  Weat  Coast  diffi- 
culty. But  we  were  arrested  by  a  vote  of  want 
of  confidence  on  the  Address,  and  we  felt  bound, 
having  been  defeated  on  that  motion,  and  being 
sent  to  the  country  on  a  dissolution,  to  act  fairly 
by  our  possible  successors  in  office,  and  not  let 
them  meet  Parliament  with  a  Maori  war.  What 
is  more,  it  is  probable  that  a  certain  high  au- 
thority, in  whose  hands  the  power  loy,  would  not 
have  allowed  us  to  take  that  action.  But,  even 
supposing  that  we  had  had  his  full  consent,  it 
would  have  been  unfair,  after  having  been  beateu 
on  a  wan t-of -confidence  motion,  to  take  action 
which  might  endanger  the  peace  of  the  country. 
For  these  reasons  only  we  allowed  these  things  to 

Sass  by.  Honorable  gentleman  tell  us  that  they 
ave  a  majority  of  the  House.  As  an  evidence 
of  that  fact,  let  them  take  action  in  this  matter. 
But  I  do  trust  that  whatever  action  they  take 
will  be  characterized  by  the  utmost  caution,  and, 
if  they  intend  to  act  decisively  and  promptly, 
that  they  will  do  so  with  an  efficient  force.  For 
my  imrt,  I  would  like  to  see  them  try  the  experi- 
ment of  sending  up  one  of  the  new  Maori  Minis- 
ters, to  see  what  he  could  do.  I  have  often  heard 
it  said  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  endeavour  to  make 
terms  with  the  King's  people.  Now,  let  us  un- 
derstand distinctly  that  that  is  the  policy  of  tlie 
Q-ovemment  and  the  policy  of  the  House.  We 
have  been  endeavouring  to  convince  the  King 
Natives  that  it  is  a  mistake  for  them  to  continue 
to  live  in  a  state  of  isolation.  We  have  been  en- 
deavouring to  convince  them  that  they  should 
make  an  alteration  in  the  present  mode  of  living, 
and  should  open  up  roads  and  railways.  How 
can  we  consistently  set  up  on  our  side  the  very 
same  state  of  isolation  that  we  have  condemned 
on  the  part  of  the  Natives?  I  say  we  are  entitled 
to  deal  with  the  King  Natives  in  the  same  way  as 
with  Europeans.  If  there  were  twelve  thousand 
Europeans  living  in  violation  of  the  law,  refusing 
to  allow  the  law  to  be  administered  within  their 
boundaries,  would  the  House  say  that  we  should 
leave  them  alone,  and  should  not  endeavour  to 
make  them  obey  the  law  P  Certainly  the  House 
would  not  say  such  a  thing.  While  I  admit 
that  we  sliould  not  press  on  matters  too  rashly, 
at  the  same  time  it  is  a  good  thing  to  keep  up 
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communication  and  friendly  relations  with  the 
King  Natives,  and  if  possible  induce  them  onoe 
and  for  all  to  return  from  the  condition  of  things 
into  which  they  were  driven  by  the  Waikato  war 
in  1863.  As  I  said  before,  my  honorable  friend 
admits  that  I  am  not  to  blame  for  the  iact  that 
Te  Whiti  is  a  madman,  and  that  I  found  him 
mad.  I  might  go  further,  if  I  liked,  now,  and 
point  out  that  there  is  method  in  his  madness, 
and  that  many  people  are  now  backing  up  Te 
Whiti  who,  until  two  or  three  years  ago,  were 
perfectly  loyal  and  staunch,  upon  the  express 
ground  that  the  promises  that  had  been  made 
with  regard  to  grants  of  land  had  not  been  ful- 
filled. On  the  Waimate  Plains  these  promises 
do  not  exist,  but  on  the  settled  portions  of  the 
country  there  have  been  promises  made  which 
have  not  been  fulfilled.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a 
Commissioner  was  sent  up  to  settle  those  claims 
— a  man  who  was  dismissed  from  the  public  ser- 
vice for  embezzling  money  —  a  man  who  has 
been  accused  of  worse  crimes — a  man  who  is  now 
undergoing  sentence  for  forgery  in  the  Wanganoi 
Gaol  P  What  did  he  do  P  He  took  a  person 
with  him,  and  selected  a  piece  of  good  land,  and 
said  to  the  Natives,  "  If  you  do  not  take  10s.  an 
acre  for  it,  I  shall  put  jou  back  into  the  bush.*' 
The  same  thing  has  occurred  in  many  instances. 
Honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Government  benches 
will  find  out  that  in  many  cases  indeed  the 
grossest  misconduct  has  taken  place,  and  that 
pledges  have  been  violated  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  be  a  disgrace  to  the  colony.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  was  good  enough  to  refer  to  the 
Thames  difficulty.  I  agree  with  his  view  of 
it — that  no  hasty  action  should  be  taken.  As 
I  mentioned  yesterday,  that  difficulty  did  not 
originate  from  the  survey  of  the  railway  line  ;  it 
did  not  arise  out  of  any  land  transaction  of  the 
late  Government.  It  was  a  transaction  begotten 
by  our  predecessors,  and  carried  out  upon  tht 
representation  that  the  title  of  the  Natives  was 
good.  With  regard  to  the  Bay  of  Islands  matter, 
the  honorable  gentleman  said  it  could  be  easily 
settled  in  a  Court  of  law.  There  was  no  provisioo 
by  which  such  a  title  could  be  brought  into  a 
Court  of  law.  Let  me  say  this,  first  of  all,  with 
regard  to  personal  government :  The  Native  diffi- 
culty at  the  Thames  was  a  survey  matter ;  the 
Bay  of  Islands  affair  was  also  a  survey  matter. 
Undef  the  regulations  of  1873  all  these  survey 
questions  were  settled  out  of  my  office.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  them  ;  they  were  dealt  with 
by  a  different  department  altogether.  When  it 
was  determined  to  buy  land  for  the  public,  the 
Survey  Department  sent  their  own  men  to  do 
the  work  of  survey.  In  this  particular  case  it 
was  a  private  transaction,  and  not  a  Gt>vemm^it 
transaction  at  all.  Unless  I  were  a  universal 
policeman,  and  carried  personal  government  to 
a  greater  extont  than  even  the  honorable  gentle- 
man pointed  out,  I  could  not  deal  by  antici- 
pation with  a  family  quarrel  between  two  sec- 
tions of  the  Bay  of  Islands  Natives  respecting 
a  particular  survey  or  boundary.  Sir,  let  the 
honorable  gentleman  make  inquiries,  and  he 
will  find  that  the  Government  had  no  know- 
ledge  of  the  dispute.    He  will  find  that  the  two 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


Native 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


penoDB  who  fired  off  guns  had  no  intention  of 
causing  a  disturbance.  I  do  not  wish  to  refer  to 
the  matter  as  others  hare  done — that  it  was  a 
case  of  a  few  men  going  out  for  sport  in  the 
shooting  season.  I  regard  the  act  as  a  Tiolation 
of  the  law.  Take  up  the  Home  papers  and  see 
the  acts  of  riolence  that  are  committed  in  Great 
Britain  daj  after  day.  Because  a  man  shoots  his 
neighbour  in  Irehind  on  account  of  some  dispute 
between  them,  is  the  Government  to  be  neld 
responsible  ?  You  cannot  help  such  things  occur- 
ring here.  No  amount  of  foresight,  no  amount 
of  legislation,  and  no  amount  of  bad  gorernroent, 
I  may  say,  will  prevent  them.  The  honorable 
gentleman  usually  speaks  logically,  and  always 
well ;  but  when  he  argued  that  the  personal  mode 
of  goremment  had  to  do  with  the  Native  diffi- 
culty he  forgot  this  fact:  that  his  whole  argu- 
ment went  to  show  that  Native  government  has 
been  personal  government  from  the  start.  The 
honorable  gentleman  nroposes  to  abolish  the 
Native  Department.  It  could  not  have  been 
personal  government,  in  my  case,  that  brought 
about  the  difficulty.  It  may  be  the  result  of  the 
action  of  personal  government  before  my  time. 
So  far  as  we  were  concerned,  our  administration 
did  not  give  rise  to  these  outrages. 

Mr.  BRYC£.— I  did  not  say  it  was  solely  the 
outcome  of  the  late  Government. 

Mr.  SH££HAN.-~The  honorable  sentleman 
tells  us  of  a  proposal  to  abolish  the  Native  De- 
partment. I  say  that  that  is  buncombe  of  the 
very  purest  possible  kind.  I  tell  him  that  if  he 
ooidd  bring  a  law  into  the  House  this  session  to 
make  the  dark-skinned  Maoris  white,  to  make 
them  talk  only  the  English  language,  and  to 
abolish  their  tribal  rights,  then  he  might  abolish 
the  department,  but  not  before.  He  would  have 
the  Native  schools  and  other  matters  transferred 
to  the  Education  Department  and  other  depart- 
ments. The  outcome  of  such  a  proposal  would 
be  twenty  Native  Departments  instead  of  one. 
Tou  would  have  the  work  of  the  Native  Depart- 
ment done  in  different  departments,  and  the  heads 
of  departments  very  possibly  pursuing  a  different 
course  about  the  same  matter.  Such  a  proposal  is 
absurd.  So  long  as  these  people  continue  to  hold 
their  land  under  tribal  rights,  so  long  as  they 
speak  their  own  language,  you  must  have  a  special 
department,  govern  it  as  you  may.  You  may  re- 
duce the  expenditure,  you  may  alter  the  institu- 
tion itself,  but,  in  point  of  fact,  you  must  have  a 
department  to  which  the  Maori  people,  speaking 
only  the  Maori  language,  will  be  able  to  apply. 
What  will  happen  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  should 
the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member  be  carried 
out?  A  Maori  writes  to  the  Native  Minister 
regarding  a  school.  The  Minister  replies,  in  a 
month's  time,  in  the  usual  '*  red-tape  "  course  of 
these  things,  *'  I  have  referred  this  question  to  the 
Minister  of  Education,*' — who,  in  his  turn,  writes 
stating  that  he  has  referred  it  to  some  other  officer. 
It  would  amount,  finally,  to  injustice  and  to  want 
of  good  government.  With  regard  to  the  Sur- 
vey Department,  you  certainly  cannot  remove  the 
officers  of  that  department.  You  may  transfer 
them,  if  you  like.  I  believe  the  stoppmg  of  the 
sorvej  ox  the  Waimate  Plains  was  caused  by  the 


survey  of  the  block  being  in  the  hands  of  that 
department.  The  survey  party  made  the  mistake 
of  taking  the  line  right  through  Titokowaru's 
garden,  and  this  led  to  the  removal  of  the  sur- 
veyors. I  do  not  know  whether  my  honorable 
friend  will  imdertake  the  task  he  proposes.  He 
is  now  in  very  good  health.  If  he  tries  it  during 
the  recess,  I  should  like  l^m  to  do  it ;  but  I  fear 
we  should  have  to  give  him  a  public  fuueral. 
The  task  would  involve  his  own  existence.  The 
thing  is  absolutely  impossible.  You  may  cloak  it 
as  you  like,  but,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Native  De- 
partment must  exist  till  such  time  as  the  Native 
people  are  prepared  to  enter  into  the  same  state 
of  tilings  as  ourselves.  My  honorable  friend  has 
pointed  out  bis  views  about  the  Native  schools. 
He  has  always  done  so ;  it  is  no  new  idea  with 
him.  I  come  now  to  the  Native  Land  Bill.  I 
entirely  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman's 
views  upon  it.  It  happens  to  be  our  Bill,  which 
we  had  printed  in  EngUsh  and  Maori.  It  also 
happens  to  be  the  measure  sketched  by  the  late 
Premier  in  the  previous  session,  and  put  before 
the  people  of  Auckland  at  a  public  meeting  by  me. 
I  do  not  say  this  in  any  way  as  an  accusation 
against  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  comes 
down  and  proposes  a  most  important  measure, 
which  is  that  of  his  predecessors  in  office. 

Mr.  HALL. — ^The  measure  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  —  Not  the  same  measure. 
Although  it  is  the  same  in  principle,  in  several 
important  points  it  entirely  differs. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Sir  William  Martin. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Well,  I  go  back  to  the 
period  of  1843  and  1844.  I  believe  Sir  William 
Martin  should  have  the  credit  of  this  measure,  as 
he  fought  for  years  to  get  it  before  the  public. 
I  do  not  see  how  the  honorable  gentleman  can 
say  this  measure  was  begotten  by  him.  I  do  not 
blame  him  for  bringing  it  forward,  having  found 
it  all  ready  in  his  department.  If  the  House  is 
willing  to  pass  a  measure,  of  the  kind  sketched 
forth  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  and  ourselves — 
if  the  House  will  pass  a  law  which  will  give  to 
the  Maoris  the  choice  of  selling  their  land  to  the 
Government,  if  they  like ;  of  selling  it  at  public 
auction,  and  under  proper  conditions  —  I  shall 
vote  for  it  heartily.  I  believe  the  Maori  people 
will  take  advantage  of  such  a  measure.  I  do  not 
care  whether  the  honorable  gentleman  remains  in 
office  or  not,  if  he  brings  that  measure  forward 
he  may  depend  upon  having  all  the  support  I 
can  possibly  give  him  in  passing  it  into  law.  The 
Bill  is  not  the  property  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment ;  it  is  our  common  property.  I  protest 
against  my  honorable  friend's  doctrine,  that  one 
man  should  not  have  the  power  of  spending 
money.  Of  course,  as  between  that  man  and 
this  House,  he  is  not  the  only  person  responsible. 
We  know  veiy  well  •  that  the  Minister  would,  in 
all  important  questions,  take  the  advice  of  the 
Cabinet — that  he  would  naturally  do  so  on  such 
important  points  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
referred  to. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Not  naturally. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Well,  no  doubt  the  honor- 
able gentleman  gets  on  very  pleasantly  with  his 
Premier.    I  will  not  refer  to  that  any  further  at 
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present.  If  I  might  go  further,  without  being 
wishful  to  offend  either  my  honorable  friend 
or  the  Premier,  I  would  say,  if  a  change  in  the 
GoTemment  took  place,  I  should  like  to  see  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  the  position  of  Premier, 
as  the  person  best  entitled  to  be  so,  haying  held 
that  position  before  in  this  House. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  The^  settled  it  among  them- 
selres. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— The  honorable  eentleraan 
says  "  they  settled  it  among  themsehes.  I  hare 
no  doubt  of  that.  They  have  done  so.  Why,  we 
do  not  know  ;  how,  we  do  not  know.  The  fact 
remains  that  it  has  been  settled.  We  shall  hear 
more  perhaps  by-and-by.  I  really  am  ashamed 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  so  long.  I  am 
speaking  under  considerable  difficulty,  because, 
like  my  honorable  friend  opposite,  I  cannot  speak 
for  an  hour  and  a  half  without  suffering  from  the 
exertion.  But  there  are  one  or  two  other  matters 
I  should  like  to  refer  to  before  sitting  down. 
First  of  all,  I  would  point  out  to  him,  with  regard 
to  his  new  measure  for  Native  lands,  one  thing 
which  will  simply  kill  the  whole  measure.  If  I 
meant  to  be  ungenerous  I  might  keep  the  fact  to 
myself.  His  proposal  is  this :  to  survey  the  lands, 
to  put  them  up  to  auction  under  the  existing 
land  law  of  the  district,  making  provision  for 
public  reserves,  for  school  reserves,  and  for  other 
public  purposes,  and  taking,  also,  the  right  to  lay 
down  lines  of  road  and  railway.  That  is  per- 
fectly fair.  But,  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
means  to  deduct  the  cost  of  opening  roads  and 
eonstructing  public  works  in  the  block — if  that  is 
to  be  a  charge  upon  the  owner  of  the  land  ;  and 
if,  then,  you  are  to  hand  over  the  balance  to 
him 

Mr.  BRYCE. — ^The  honorable  gentleman  is  not 
quite  correct.  I  said,  deduct  a  percentage,  not 
deduct  the  whole  cost. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Even  then,  I  say,  if  you  are 
going  to  deduct  a  percentage  of  that  coat,  I  do 
not  think  the  owners  of  the  land  will  have  a 
very  large  balance  to  take  away.  I  have  seen  the 
operation  performed  once  or  twice  before  by  the 
Ooverument.  It  somehow  happens,  when  they 
have  the  power  to  put  these  expenses  on  the 
Native  people,  that,  by  the  time  the  land  has  gone 
through  their  hands,  and  everybody  has  handled 
the  money,  a  very  small  amount  romains.  I  say 
plainly  that  I  would  sooner  see  the  colony  pay 
for  the  survey — pay  for  the  whole  cost — for  it  is 
better  for  us  to  have  a  Crown  title  for  the  whole 
of  the  land  in  the  Island  than  to  leave  it  as  it  re- 
mains now.  It  would  be  money  cheaply  spent, 
and  the  results  would  largely  pay  for  the  expen- 
diture, while  you  would  secure  the  land  being  cut 
up  into  a  proper  size  and  under  proper  conditions, 
and  the  increase  in  the  land  revenue  which  would 
ensue,  and  the  additions  to  the  population,  would 
warrant  the  expense.  I  hope  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  consent  to  that  proposition,  and 
make  some  provision  whereby  the  Native  people 
may  be  induced  to  bring  their  land  for  sale  under 
the  waste  land  laws  without  having  imposed  upon 
them  the  whole  of  the  cost.  Look  at  the  differ- 
ence ?  At  the  present  time  there  is  not  a  single 
penny  of  taxation  from  these  lands.  Under  this 
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system,  in  a  few  months*  time,  the  greater  portion 
would  come  under  taxation,  and  the  people  who 
would  occupy  it  would  add  to  the  Customs  reve- 
nue and  assist  in  making  good  that  deficiency  we 
have  heard  so  much  about  during  the  last  few 
days.  Now,  I  would  like  to  refer  to  the  chai^ 
against  the  department  of  having  spent  so  ixmcb. 
of  the  vote  under  "  Contingencies."  I  admit  that 
is  a  fair  question  for  debate,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  a  perfect  right  to  make  use  of  it  as  an 
argument  against  mysSf  and  against  the  party  to 
which  I  belong.  But,  Sir,  it  is  too  big  a  ques- 
tion to  take  up  in  the  course  of  the  present 
debate.  I  should  myself  require  at  least  a  couple 
of  hours  to  go  into  that.  I  will  only  point  out 
to  the  House  now  that,  while  there  has  been  an 
excess  of  expenditure,  still  you  have  got  to  look 
at  this  fact:  that  the  greater  portion  was  in- 
curred in  the  attempt  made — vrith  the  approval 
of  the  country — to  endeavour  to  settle  the  Maori 
King  question,  to  open  up  that  country  to  occu- 
pation, and  to  connect  the  North  and  the  South 
of  this  Island ;  that,  in  the  second  place,  a 
large  portion  of  it  is  money  which  mig^t  have 
been  iairly  charged — in  fact,  if  I  knew  then  aa 
much  about  the  thing  as  I  do  now,  it  would  hare 
been  charged — to  land  purchases.  The  greater 
portion,  in  fact,  is  a  charge  of  that  kind.  And 
I  go  beyond  that  when  I  say  this :  that  if  you 
are  to  discuss  that  question  I  would  ask  the 
House  to  have  side  by  side  that  return  of  last 
year  and  the  return  of  the  last  five  years,  and 
see  how  the  public  money  was  dealt  with  then. 
When  I  came  into  office  we  had  a  vote  of  £3,000. 
There  was  a  sum  of  £5,000  on  the  estimates  for 
what  was  called  "Defence."  I  allowed  that  to 
go  from  the  department  altogether,  and  I  found 
afterwards  that  it  had  always  been  used  as  a  sort 
of  necessary  by  the  Native  Minister  for  the  pur- 
pose of  helping  him  to  swell  out  the  ordinary 
votes,  toocondly,  it  will  be  seen,  if  reference  is 
made  to  these  tables  of  the  last  five  or  six  years 
past,  that  a  great  deal  of  what  is  now  charged  on 
that  vote  which  shows  the  excess  was  then  charged 
upon  loan;  and,  thirdly,  I  say  further  that  if 
you  are  to  carry  on  the  land-purchase  system,  and 
do  it  successfully,  you  will  require  to  increase 
that  vote  even  very  much  more,  because  at  the 
present  time  you  are  compelled  to  fee  the  people 
who  attend  your  Land  Courts.  I  will  take  the 
case  of  Cambridge  as  an  illustration  in  point 
At  the  Court  which  was  held  there,  there  were 
some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  land  to 
go  through.  The  Court  lasted  over  four  months 
at  a  stretch.  The  people  were  there  for  months, 
waiting  from  day  to  day  for  their  cases  to  be 
called  on,  and  were  all  that  time  living  on  their 
means  ;  and  the  Government  had  either  to  send 
these  people  away  and  have  no  Court,  or  pay 
them  lor  stopping  there.  Of  course  it  is  tidcen 
into  account  in  the  payment  for  the  land,  and 
properly  so ;  and  I  believe  that,  although  it  may 
appear  to  be  a  large  charge,  the  result  will  amply 
repay  the  expenditure.  However,  I  suppose  we 
shall  hear  more  of  this  particular  question,  and 
then  the  House  will  have  a  chance  of  going  into 
these  accounts  and  seeing  how  it  has  arisen. 
For  my  part,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  accept  any 
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inquuT'  that  may  be  proposed.  Now,  I  would 
like  to  saj  one  or  two  words  in  conclusion.  If 
there  is  one  thing  which  would  reconcile  me  to 
the  change  of  Gh>Temmeitt,  it  is  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  is  now  there  in  my  position 
holds  that  place.  I  have  been  with  him  on  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  for  the  last  five  or  six 
years,  and  I  have  obserred  that  in  all  cases  he 
has  given  the  most  patient  hearing  and  the 
fairest  possible  trial  to  the  peUtions  coming  be- 
fore that  Committee.  And  I  think  he  will  saj 
for  me  that  in  thut  Committee,  on  many  occa- 
sions when  I  might  have  taken  an  advantage 
and  pulled  off  a  thing  by  a  side-wind»  I  have 
preferred  to  .have  the  matter  fought  out  fairly  in 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  BEYCE.— Hear,  hear.  I  said  so  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— And,  although  I  have  held 
office,  and  although  I  have  committed  all  these 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  I  repeat  that,  so 
far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  the  transaction 
to  me  has  been  an  absolute  personal  loss.  If  I 
have  been  accused  of  one  thing  by  my  own  party, 
it  is  this :  that,  in  conducting  Government  busi- 
ness, I  have  recognized  no  man  for  a  friend  or  an 
enemy — I  have  met  him  entirely  on  his  merits. 
Now  that  my  honorable  friend  has  assumed  the 
rdle  of  Native  Minister,  he  is  compelled  neces- 
sarily, in  defending  his  own  position,  to  attack 
mine.  This  is  a  fair  and  proper  right,  and  it  has 
been  exercised,  I  must  admit,  in  a  straightforward 
manner  this  evening.  But  I  can  warn  him  of 
this  :  When  he  tries  to  carry  out  the  reforms  he 
has  spoken  of,  when  he  attempts  to  reduce  the 
expenditure  to  which  he  has  referred,  and  when 
he  attempts  to  do  these  things  which  we  are 
blamed  for  not  doing,  he  has  trouble  cut  out  for 
him.  Let  us  see  now  what  will  happen.  If  there 
be  anything  which  has  brought  down  the  feeling 
of  the  country  on  the  Native  Department,  it  is 
the  West  Coast  business  :  let  him  take  Te  Whiti. 
If  there  is  anything  that  has  done  harm  to  the 
late  Government,  it  is  the  Thames  business :  let 
him  capture  those  prisoners.  Another  thing  is 
the  Bay  of  Islands  business :  let  him  settle  Uiat 
difficulty.  We  shall  see  now  what  will  be  the 
effect  of  the  change.  I  am  quite  sure  the  honor- 
able gentleman  will  follow  exactly  in  the  course  I 
have  taken,  and  will  proceed  cautiously  and  care- 
fully, and  will  hesitate  a  long  time,  and  consider 
every  proceeding,  before  taking  any  single  step 
which  may  have  the  effect  of  leading  to  loss  of 
life  or  of  imperilling  the  peace  of  the  country. 
Sir,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  may  say  this  : 
There  is  a  party  struggle  impending — if  we  could 
get  that  disposed  of  it  would  be  a  very  good 
thing,  but  it  must  come  off  some  time — and  when 
that  struggle  is  over,  if  it  results  in  continuing 
the  honorable  gentleman  on  those  benches  I  can 
assure  him  of  this  fact :  He  will  find  that  so  lone 
as  the  Government  is  carrying  on  ite  work,  and 
until  a  proper  time  comes  again  on  some  other 
occasion  to  test  the  question,  I  will  give  him 
every  possible  assistance  I  can ;  because  I  hold 
that,  if  a  man  were  to  allow  himself  for  party 
purposes  to  put  the  Government  for  the  time 
being  into  a  comer  on  the  Maori  question,  that 


man  would  not  be  doing  his  duty  as  a  member 
of  this  House ;  and  on  no  consideration  whatever, 
no  matter  what  may  happen,  after  we  have  had 
our  final  fight,  shall  I  be  found  opposing  my 
honorable  friend  in  doing  what  he  considers  best 
to  help  us  out  of  our  difficulties ;  and  I  trust  the 
time  will  never  come  when  the  Maori  question 
will  be  made  a  party  question  so  as  to  turn  a 
Government  out  of  office.  I  beg  to  thank  the 
House  for  the  hearing  it  has  given  me.  The  sub- 
ject has  been  too  large  for  me  to  deal  with  wholly 
and  effectually;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  and  of  debates  to  come 
on  afterwards,  the  points  between  the  honorable 
gentleman  and  myself  which  I  have  not  been 
able  to  discuss  more  fully  than  I  have  done  will 
come  up  again,  and  we  shall  both  be  heard,  and 
the  House  can  then  judge  between  us. 

Major  ATEINSON.--I  confess  that  the  speech 
we  have  just  heard  has  disappointed  me  very 
much.  The  honorable  gentleman  appears  to  me 
either  to  have  failed  altogether  to  confront  the 
speech  of  my  honorable  friend  the  Native  Minis- 
ter, or  to  have  made  no  attempt  whatever  to 
answer  it.  It  is  impossible  to  escape  one  of  theee 
two  conclusions.  What  my  honorable  friend  en- 
deavoured to  put  before  the  House  was  this: 
that  personal  government,  in  the  special  sense  of 
control  being  taken  from  this  House,  was  to  be 
deprecated  in  Native  matters  as  in  others.  The 
late  Native  Minister  thereupon  argued  that  every 
Minister  governed  under  what  he  termed  per- 
sonal government.  Now,  there  is  no  doubt  at 
all  that  there  is  a  vast  distinction  between  the 
way  in  which  the  Native  Minister  spent  and 
handled  money  and  the  way  in  which  any  other 
Minister  has  expended  money.  That  is  the  pcHnt 
which  my  honorable  friend  wished  to  bring  spe- 
cially under  the  notice  of  this  House — that  it 
should  not  be  the  duty  of  a  Native  Minister  to 
be  perpetually  receiving  and  attending  to  such 
telegrams  as  the  honorable  gentleman  received 
— telegrams,  as  we  were  told,  asking  for  sums 
varying  in  amount  from  ten-and-sixpence  to  a 
million  of  money.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  Native  Minister's  time  is 
taken  up  by  frivolous  applications  of  this  sort ; 
and  it  is  that  kind  of  government  which  my 
honorable  colleague,  and,  I  believe,  this  House, 
desires  to  put  an  end  to— not  at  all  that  the  Na- 
tive Minister  should  not  exercise  his  functions  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown.  There  is  one  thing  in  the 
honorable  gentleman's  speech  which  I  think  must 
have  struck  this  House ;  and  it  has  often  occurred, 
and  repeatedly  occurs,  when  fault  is  found  with  the 
late  Government — namely,  that  the  moral  stan- 
dard which  those  honorable  gentlemen  set  up,  by 
which  they  wish  to  be  judged,  is  the  conduct 
of  the  GK>vemment  that  was  turned  out  of  office 
in  1877.  Now,  that  seems  to  me  a  veiy  curious 
fact.  A  Government  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
men opposite  were  never  tired  of  abusing,  and 
which  tney  accused  of  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanours of  every  possible  description,  is  now 
referred  to  by  them,  and  they  consider  it  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  any  charge  to  say  that  the  late 
Government,  or  some  Government  between  1870 
and  1877,  did  as  bad  or  worse.    To  my  mind, 
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that  is  no  answer  at  all.  This  House  wants  to 
know  whether  a  thing  is  right  or  wrong.  The 
late  Government  came  into  office  andertaking  to 
cure  all  these  eyils  the  colony  was  suffering  from ; 
and  therefore  to  refer  back  as  a  standard  to  the 
acts  of  the  GbTemment  which  preceded  them 
does  not  seem  to  me  a  tbtj  satisfactory  proceed- 
ing at  the  present  time.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  said  that  we,  who  are  sitting  on  these 
benches  now,  are  the  supporters  of  personal 
gOTemment.  Well,  I  do  not  know  exactly  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  means.  I  was  trying 
to  follow  him,  but  I  failed  in  this  as  in  some 
other  points.  He  referred  to  what  was  the  posi- 
tion of  affairs  in  1876.  Now,  there  is  no  doubt 
at  all,  Sir,  that  after  those  years  of  war  and 
distress  great  latitude  was  'given  to  the  Native 
Minister  ;  but  I  challenged  the  honorable  gentle- 
man on  more  occasions  than  one  when  he  has 
made  the  same  statement  he  makes  now — when 
he  said  that  we  had  hundreds  of  pounds  in  those 
days  to  his  one  pound — I  challenged  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  show  that  in  any  one  par- 
ticular we  had  more  money  than  he  had.  The 
honorable  gentleman  entirely  failed  to  meet  me. 
On  one  occasion  when  the  honorable  gentleman 
made  that  statement  I  showed  that  on  every  item 
the  Q-rey  Government  had  as  much  money  as 
the  Government  under  Sir  Donald  McLean.  I 
am  prepared  to  argue  that  point  out  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  whenever  he  likes.  In 
1875  we  made  great  strides  towards  reducing 
the  expenditure  of  this  department.  We  made 
away  with  all  permanent  vot^  except  the  Civil 
list,  and  brought  all  the  expenditure  before  Par- 
liament in  a  manner  in  which  it  had  never  been 
brought  under  its  notice  previously.  And  steadily, 
until  1877,  when  we  were  turned  out  of  office, 
that  course  was  pursued.  But  since  1877  we 
have  relapsed — gone  back  to  the  very  worst  days 
when  unlimited  power  was  given  to  Ministers. 
It  is  no  answer  at  all  to  say  that  we  were  worse 
or  as  bad  in  any  of  the  years  before  1875.  Then, 
Sir,  I  was  very  sorry  at  a  remark  which  the 
honorable  member  made  and  dwelt  upon — sorry, 
because    he  was  very  unfair.      The    honorable 

fentleman  knew  that  my  honorable  friend  the 
Native  Minister  did  not  take  up  the  position 
which  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
tried  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  the  Maori  mem- 
bers. He  represented  the  Native  Minister  as 
dealing  unfairly  with  the  Natives,  as  not  listening 
to  them  as  he  would  to  Europeans.  Now,  the 
whole  of  the  Native  Minister's  argument  was 
that  they  should  be  dealt  with  as  Europeans, 
and  treated  exactly  like  them.  He  never  pro- 
posed to  hand  them  over  to  underlings,  under 
secretaries,  or  junior  clerks.  He  said,  Let  them 
be  treated  in  a  similar  way  to  Europeans ;  but  do 
not  permit  the  Native  Minister,  out  of  necessity 
of  his  office,  to  be — if  I  may  use  the  expression 
— "  mobbed,"  not  only  in  his  office,  but  in  his 
private  residence,  and  in  the  streets,  night  and 
day.  The  whole  question,  Sir,  wliich  my  honor- 
able friend  the  Native  Minister  tried  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  vras,  that  Parlia- 
ment should  have  control  of  the  expenditure, 
and  that  the  Natives  should  be  treated  as  Euro- 
Ma^or  Atkinson 


peans,  where  it  was  possible  to  treat  them  so. 
The  speech  of  the  late  Native  Minister  was  a 
little  discursive.  In  connection  —  although  it 
did  not  follow  immediately  after  —  with  this 
question  of  Maoris  being  treated  like  Europeans, 
the  late  Native  Minister  was  very  eloquent  upon 
our  duty  to  employ  the  Native  youths  of  this 
country ;  and  then  he  made  the  statement  thst 
there  was  not  a  single  under  secretaxy  who 
would  take  a  Maori  youth,  except  in  the  Native 
Department  and  the  Printing  Office.  I  have  yet 
to  learn  that  in  questions  ol  this  sort  it  is  the 
under  secretaries  who  have  to  decide  this  mattCT. 
Some  little  time  ago  a  great  cry  was  raised  to  the 
effect  that  the  country  was  not  going  to  be  |!d- 
vemed  By  under  secretaries  ;  yet  I  am  now  told 
that  the  under  secretaries,  in  the  meting-out  a 
fair  portion  of  the  public  service  to  the  Native 
race  and  to  Europeans,  are  to  do  exactly  what 
they  please.  I  confess  I  am  very  much  surprised 
that  honorable  gentlemen  wholiave  made  a  settle- 
ment  of  this  Native  question  a  speciality  should 
permit  themselves  to  oe  frustrated  in  the  impor- 
tant work  they  were  doing  by  under  secretaries. 
I  confess  that  I  feel  very  anxious  about  these 
Maori  youths.  It  seems  to  me  a  very  unfor- 
tunate thing  to  bring  them  down  an4  half -employ 
them.  That  is  no  kindness  to  the  race.  If  the 
Maori  youths  are  to  be  employed  in  the  Civil 
Service — and  I  should  like  them  so  employed 
—  it  should  be  settled  in  Cabinet  how  many 
youths  are  to  be  employed,  and  what  departmenti 
they  are  to  be  attached  to.  Of  coarse  tbey 
should  be  subject  to  the  necessary  examination  t« 
insure  fitness  for  the  service  in  which  they  would 
be  placed.  I  believe  a  great  unfairness  was 
done  to  the  permanent  officers,  when  the  late 
Native  Minister  said  that  no  secretary  would 
receive  these  Maori  youths,  implying  that  it 
was  a  prejudice  of  raoe  which  influenced  than 
in  the  matter.  Regarding  the  Native  land  pur- 
chases, here  also  the  late  Native  Minister  seemed 
to  deal  very  unfairly  with  the  statement  <rf  my 
honorable  coUeugue  (Mr.  Bryce).  The  argument 
of  my  honorable  friend  was  this:  that,  as  hr 
as  our  experience  went  to  show,  the  expenditure 
of  something  like  three-quarters  of  a  million  of 
money  had  neither  proved  a  profitable  commer- 
cial transaction,  nor  had  it  advanced  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country.  And  then  my  honorable 
friend  the  member  for  the  Thames,  in  order  to 
answer  this,  said,  *'But  you  have  only  to  keep 
it  long  enough,  and  it  is  there  to  be  profitable." 
That  is  no  answer  at  all,  because  what  my 
honorable  colleague  pointed  out  was  that  a  grest 
deal  of  this  land  cannot  be  settled  for  genera- 
tions— it  is  not  of  a  sufficiently  good  quslity  for 
settlement ;  and,  if  we  take  from  £30.000  to 
£40,000  as  interest  and  add  it  on  to  the  capital 
invested  in  the  acquisition  of  this  land,  we  shall 
soon  see  what  sort  of  a  commercial  transaction  it 
will  be.  The  reason  that  it  has  not  been  sold  is 
no  reason  why  the  Government  was  not  respon- 
sible for  buying  such  land.  The  true  reason  thst 
the  land  has  not  been  sold  is,  that  it  is  unfit  for 
settlement.  If  it  had  been  fit  for  settlement-,  no 
doubt  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  would  have  been 
only  too  glad  to  sell  it.    The  late  Native  Minister 


Digitized- by  VjOOQ IC 


1879.] 


Native 


[HOtrSE.] 


Statement. 


373 


says — and  glories  in  it,  lie  tells  us — that  "We 
have  purchased  more  land  within  the  last  twelve 
months  than  the  late  Government  did  in  four  or 
five  years."  That  is  true  ;  because  the  late  Go- 
vernment declined  to  purchase  a  large  number  of 
blocks  of  land,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  con- 
sidered them  imfit  for  settlement  and  incapable 
of  being  used  for  some  generations  to  come.  All 
this  land  could  have  been  easily  bought  by  the 
previous  Government — by  the  honorable  member 
for  Clire — for  one-fourth  the  price  paid  for  it 
by  the  Ministry  which  has  just  gone  out  of  office. 
We  had  not  unlimited  money ;  we  had  not  an 
unlimited  power  of  borrowing  ;  we  knew  we  had 
very  nearly  run  our  limit  for  some  time  to  come ; 
and  we  knew  that  putting  money  in  land  meant 
the  taking  of  it  away  from  public  works.  The 
purchase  of  these  lands  by  the  Grey  Government 
will  neither  advance  the  settlement  of  the  country 
nor  become  a  profitable  transaction.  I  do  hope 
that  before  this  House  rises  it  will  go  into  the 
question  of  land  purchases,  and  will  not  permit 
any  Minister  to  glory  in  bujing  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  acres  of  worthless  land,  and  spend- 
ing nearly  a  million  of  money  in  purchasing  it. 
Then,  Sir,  we  come  to  that  curious  lawsuit.  I 
will  only  remark,  upon  that,  that  it  seemed  to  me 
a  most  extraordinary  thing  that  the  late  Native 
Minister  was  righteously  indignant  at  the  gross 
injtistice  that  had  been  done  to  the  Maori  people 
on  that  occasion.  He  felt  quite  ashamed  at  the 
action  of  our  Courts  in  the  matter,  and  I  did 
not  know  what  he  was  going  to  do  to  remedy  this 
injustice  ;  but  suddenly  the  whole  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  indignation  vanished  into  thin 
air  when  he  found  that  the  plaintiff  and  the 
defendant  had  come  to  a  compromise.  If  our 
Courts  are  unjust,  or  if  any  unfairness  has  been 
done,  surely  it  ought  not  to  be  settled  in  such 
a  way  as  this.  I  confess  I  cannot  understand 
that,  because  a  plaintiff  and  defendant  come  to 
a  compromise,  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  can  reconcile  his  conscience  with  the 
statement  he  made.  If  the  case  was  as  the  honor- 
able member  stated  it  to  be,  the  defendant  ought 
to  have  been  prosecuted  for  perjury.  Then,  Sir, 
the  honorable  gentleman  referred  to  another  sub- 
ject. He  said,  in  defence  of  the  issue  of  a  parti- 
cular promissory  note  to  a  particular  Maori — the 
merits  of  which  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  at 
all — that  in  the  Native  Office  there  was  a  book  of 
printed  forms  for  that  purpose.  That  is  no  de- 
fence at  all.  Either  the  thing  was  right  or  it  was 
wrong.  The  book  being  there  is  no  proof  that 
it  is  right.  Is  this  House,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  finances,  prepared  to  keep  a  book  there, 
to  issue  loans  to  any  Native  whom  the  Native 
Minister  thinks  worth  trusting?  My  honorable 
colleague  remarked,  in  connection  with  this  mat- 
ter, that,  if  money  was  to  be  spent  for  this  pur- 
pose, there  ought  to  be  a  special  vote  of  thb 
House,  which  ought  not  to  be  exceeded.  It  is  no 
answer  to  say  there  is  a  book  in  tho  office  con- 
taining these  printed  forms  of  promissory  notes. 
Now,  as  to  the-  statement  of  the  late  Native 
Minister  about  the  condition  of  the  Natives.  I 
wa«  never  more  surprised  than  when  I  heard 
the  honorable  gentleman  state,  with  all  the  bold- 
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ness  of  a  person  stating  a  fact,  that  it  was  imp>08- 
stble,  until  the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  and  the  Thames  became  Premier,  to 
get  communication  with  the  King  or  the  King 
Natives. — (Hear,  hear.) — I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
"  Hear,  hear."  I  was  yery  greatly  astonished  at 
such  a  statement,  because  the  honorable  gentle- 
man must  have  known,  or,  if  he  did  not,  he 
ought  to  have  known,  that  it  was  not  a  fact.  I 
am  goin^  to  show  that  I  am  speaking  by  the 
book.  First  of  all,  let  me  ask  what  was  the 
general  condition  of  the  Natives  in  1877.  My 
honorable  friend  the  Native  Minister  said,  at  any 
rate,  the  position  was  hopeful  at  that  time.  I 
shall  go  a  little  further,  and  say  that  the  position 
was  very  good.  It  must  have  been  so,  since,  after 
the  late  Native  Minister  had  been  in  office  some 
eight  months,  he  was  able  to  come  down  to  the 
Hou9e  and  say  that  peace  had  at  last  been  abso- 
lutely restored  between  the  two  races.  Anybody 
who  knows  anything  of  the  Natives  must  know 
perfectly  well  that,  had  not  advances  towards 
peace  been  well  on  the  way,  eight  months  was 
not  sufficient  to  enable  the  Government  to  settle 
everything.  What  we  find  in  the  Governor's 
Speech  must  bo  true :  we  must  therefore  con- 
clude that,  within  the  period  of  eight  months 
from  the  advent  of  the  lale  Government  to  power, 
peace  had  been  absolutely  established  between 
the  two  races  at  last.  The  honorable  gentleman 
challenged  me  to  say  that  there  had  been  any 
communication  between  the  King  people  and  the 
outside  world  before  he  came  into  office.  Now, 
tlie  first  instance  I  will  give  is  the  case  the  honor- 
able gentleman  gave— that  of  Mr.  Joshua  Jones, 
of  Mokau.  Mr.  Jones  of  Mokau  had  been  living 
there  with  his  friends  for  some  twelve  or  eighteen 
months  before  the  honorable  gentleman  came  into 
office ;  so  that,  absolutely,  while  he  was  telling 
us  that  there  had  been  no  communication  with 
the  Maori  King  people,  he  knew  perfectly  well 
that  Mr.  Joshua  Jones  had  been  living  there, 
and,  moreover,  had  obtained  from  the  King  a 
lease  of  between  twenty-five  thousand  and  fifty 
thousand  acres  of  land  —  the  exact  area  was 
not  known,  but  it  embraced  all  the  flat  around 
the  River  Mokau,  including  the  coal  and  lime 
—  for  twenty-one  years.  That  incident  alone 
would  have  at  once  answered  the  honorable 
gentleman,  when  he  said  there  had  been  no  means 
of  communication.  The  country  had  actually 
been  settled  by  Europeans,  who  had  got  a  lease  of 
this  land  from  Te  Wetere  for  twenty-one  years. 
There  is  one  fact  for  the  honorable  gentleman, 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  know  that  fact  per- 
fectly well.  With  regard  to  direct  communica- 
tion with  the  King  himself,  I  might  say  that 
these  gentlemen  were  in  regular  communication 
with  Bewi  and  other  leading  members  of  the 
Ngatimaniapoto  Tribe.  I  am  not  going  to  trouble 
the  House  with  many  exti-acts,  but  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  are  new  to  the  House  will 
find,  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Journals  for  1875, 
G.-4,  a  report  of  the  visit  of  Sir  Donald 
McLean  in  that  year  to  the  King  country.  Sir 
Donald  McLean  had  a  letter  directly  inviting 
him  to  go  up  to  see  the  King,  and  honorable 
gentlemen  will  see,  in  the  papers  to  which  I  refer, 
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the  position  he  took  up.  It  was  a  position  en-  T 
tirely  different  from  that  taken  up  by  Ministers 
at  the  lat«  Native  meeting.  Sir  Donald  McLean,  ' 
being  invited,  went  up,  and  was  received  by  tlie 
Natives  with  all  duo  honor.  He  met  Tawhiao,  | 
wlio  afterwards  went  to  his  tent.  Some  of  the 
Native  chiefs  came  to  him  and  pressed  him  to  go 
up  and  visit  Tawhiao  in  his  t«nt ;  but  he  said,  "  I  • 
am  the  vi!»itor.  It  is  Tawhiao's  duty  to  come 
and  visit  me."  And  Tawhiao  did  so.  What  are 
we  to  understand  from  the  tenor  of  this  report  ? 
I  am  not  going  to  read  many  extracts,  but  there 
is  just  one  quotation  I  should  like  to  give  as  to 
what  Tawhiao  says — "  Do  not  suppose  this  is  to 
be  your  last  visit  up  here.  No,  it  is  not.  The 
oftener  you  come  up  here  to  see  us  the  better." 
These  were  the  words  of  Tawhiao,  and  I  would 
a^k  honorable  gentlemen  whether  it  is  possible  t-o 
reconcile  that  with  the  statement  made  by  the 
late  Native  Minister,  that  no  communication  was 
held  between  the  King  country  and  the  Q-overn- 
ment,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  approach  his 
Majesty  until  those  honorable  gentlemen  occupied 
the  Treasurv  benches. 

Mr.   LUNDON.— The  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  said  there  was  one  occasion. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No :  he  said  somebody 
had  gone  up  for  six  weeks  to  the  Waikato — that 
he  had  seen  Tawhiao,  shaken  hands  with  him, 
and  came  away  in  a  state  of  great  delight.  That 
was  the  statement  of  the  late  Native  Minister. 
He  said  nothing  of  Sir  Donald  McLean's  visit  to 
the  King.  He  said  somebody  crawled  up.  He 
said  nothing  to  the  effect  that,  when  Sir  Donald 
McLean  arrived  there,  the  King's  leading  men, 
and  not  friendly  Natives,  pressed  him  to  come  up 
and  visit  the  King.  I  would  ask,  would  any 
honorable  gentleman  who  heard  what  the  late 
Native  Minister  said  judge  that  when  Sir  Donald 
McLean  went  up  he  met  the  King,  and  that  the 
King,  with  all  ceremony,  went  to  pay  him  a  visit 
in  his  t^nt  ?  No  one  could  have  come  to  such  a 
conclusion  from  the  statement  of  the  lat^  Native 
Minister.  There  arc  many  other  subjects  to 
which  I  might  refer ;  but  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  further  now.  I  know  honorable  gentle- 
men opposite  do  not  like  me  to  go  on.  They  do 
not  like  the  things  I  am  saying.  Such  things 
are  not  pleasing  to  them.  I  was  only  going  to 
say  this  :  that  there  was  one  statement  which  I 
listened  to  with  great  surprise,  and  that  was  the 
statement  with  regard  to  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  opposite  intended  to  do  on  the  West 
Coast.  He  told  us  that  when  the  last  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  was  coming  on  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  scheme  to  settle  the  difBculty,  and 
that,  if  that  vote  had  not  been  gone  on  witli,  we 
should  now  have  been  in  a  Maori  war.  I  con- 
fess I  did  not  know  what  the  honorable  member 
meant  by  that.  He  told  us  distinctly  he  had 
made  arrangemects,  tind  that  if  that  vote  had  not 
been  gone  on  witli — he  did  not  consider  it  fair  to 
his  sucDessors  to  leave  them  in  a  Maori  war — we 
should  have  been  in  a  Maori  war.  I  confess  I 
do  not  know  what  he  meant  when  he  said  that ; 
but  he  did  say  it,  quite  distinctly  ;  and  he  added 
that  he  had  intended  to  act  with  a  large  force. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  so  weak  a  speech 
Major  Atkinson 


on  an  occasion  when  he  might  have  risen  above 
the  notion  of  a  p>ersonal  attack.  He  misht  have 
given  us  excellent  advice,  and  the  resiut  of  the 
valuable  experience  he  must  have  gained  during 
the  last  two  years. 

Mr.  THOMSON. —  I  think  the  speech  we 
have  just  heard  is  really  a  little  disappointing, 
especially  as  a  reply  to  the  speech  that  the  late 
Native  Minister  favoured  us  with.  I  think  that 
was  by  no  means  a  weak  speech.  It  was  a  noble 
speech.  I  consider  that  the  late  Native  Minister 
defended  himself  nobly  against  all  the  char^efl 
that  have  been  made  against  him.  The  honor- 
able member  who  has  just  sat  down  has  told  us 
that  the  late  Native  Minister  made  no  attempt 
to  answer  the  speech  of  the  present  Native 
Minister.  Now,  I  consider  that  the  late  Native 
Minister  took  one  point  after  another,  dealt 
with  them,  and  set  all  the  charges  that  had  been 
made  on  one  side.  I  think  that  the  Native  Minis- 
ter made  a  very  fair  speech  ;  but  I  suspect  that 
on  one  or  two  occasions  he  endeavoured  to  score 
a  point  rather  unjustly  against  the  late  Ministry. 
For  example,  he  read  us  a  telegram  which  he  told 
us  was  a  fair  specimen  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
telegrams  which  come  each  day  to  the  Native 
Office.     I  think  that  must  really  be  exaggerated. 

Mr.  BRYCE.  —  The  honorable  member  has 
misapprehended  me.  I  said  it  was  a  fair  speci- 
men of  a  number  of  telegrams  that  came  in — it 
was  a  specimen  of  a  class. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— I  do  not  think,  from  what 
the  late  Native  Minister  has  told  us,  that  it  is 
a  fair  specimen  of  a  class.  Does  the  lionorable 
gentleman  mean  to  say  that  telegrams  were 
coming  in  every  day  from  Native  chiefs  who  had 
erected  large  houses  on  their  lauds,  asking  for 
money  to  pay  for  those  houses,  amounting  to 
£2,000  ?  I  believe  that  is  altogether  an  unusual 
case,  and  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  went  to  an  extreme  length  on  thjU 
point.  Then  he  told  us  of  the  very  extravagant 
way  in  which  a  sum  of  £35,000  was  spent  in  the 
Native  districts.  It  appears  that  this  money  has 
chiefly  been  spent  through  the  counties.  I  do 
not  believe  in  the  county  system.  I  never  did 
believe  in  it,  and  I  do  not  think  I  ever  shall 
believe  in  it.  The  honorable  gentlemen  who  sit 
on  those  benches  wei*e,  in  a  great  measure,  instru- 
mental in  thrusting  this  system  upon  the  coun- 
try ;  yet  they  come  down  and  tell  us  that  these 
County  Councils  are  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the 
expenditure  of  a  sum  of  £35,000  in  the  Native 
districts.  I  thought  that  the  Native  Minister 
was  likely  to  score  a  point  in  the  case  of  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands.  I  was  sorry  to  hear 
that  the  land  at  Wanganui  is  so  very  poor.  I 
always  understood  that  Wanganui  was  a  nice  place, 
that  it  had  a  fine  climate,  that  it  was  well  watered, 
aud  that  it  consisted  of  excellent  land  ;  but  it 
appears  that  on  these  points  I  have  been  entirely 
mistaken  ;  that,  in  fact,  the  land  at  Wanganui  is 
very  rough,  consisting  of  very  deep  gullies ;  that 
it  is  all  bush  country,  worth  only  Is.  6d.  an  acre. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  it.  I  know  that  men  have 
gone  to  that  part  of  the  country  and  paid  large 
prices  for  their  land,  and  it  seems  that  they  have 
made  bad  bargains.    I  think  it  has  been  clearly 
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shown  that  the  Native  land-purchase  system  was 
conducted  bj  the  late  Native  Minister  as  satisfac- 
torily as  the  difficult  character  of  the  work  would 
permit.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  has  been 
charged  with  having  instituted  what  is  called  per- 
sonal government,  which,  we  haye  been  told,  is 
the  system  of  spending  money  without  control. 
What  is  meant  by  control  ?  Does  it  mean  that 
ercry  bag  of  sugar  given  to  a  Native  must  appear 
on  the  estimates.^  A  Gk>vemment  must  be 
trusted  to  some  extent,  and  if  they  cannot  be 
trusted  they  should  be  turned  off  the  Ministerial 
benches.  As  an  instance  of  the  personal  govern- 
ment of  the  late  Native  Minister,  we  are  told  that 
Natires  were  allowed  to  go  to  his  house  and 
follow  him  about  the  streets ;  but  I  suppose 
they  went  to  his  house  aiid  followed  him  about 
because  they  had  a  regard  for  him.  If  he  was 
not  to  be  visited  by  any  Natives,  what  would 
be  the  use  of  having  a  Native  Minister  ?  We 
have  been  waiting  very  patiently  during  the  last 
few  days  for  the  Statement  of  the  Native  Minis- 
ter: we  did  not  want  a  statement  of  dry  facts, 
such  as  we  had  in  the  speech  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  a  few  evenings  ago.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  speech  we  had  a  statement  of  the  policy 
of  the  G-ovemment  in  regard  to  Native  lands 
particularly  i  but,  after  all,  it  was  merely  the 
policy  of  the  late  Government  —  there  was  no 
new  feature  about  it.  I  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  gave  us  the  same  statement  of  policy 
two  years  ago.  It  was  fresh  at  that  time,  and 
perhaps  it  has  borne  fruit.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  the  first  whom  I  heard  express  the 
theory  that  the  Government  should  sell  the  land 
by  auction  in  behalf  of  the  Maoris.  I  think 
there  were  no  charges,  in  the  strict  sense  of 
the  word,  to  answer.  We  hate  been  waiting  for 
the  great  revelations  that  were  to  be  made  ;  and 
where  are  they  ?  We  were  told  that  "  The  wicked 
flee  when  no  man  pursueth."  This  was  intended 
to  mean  that  this  side  of  the  House  believed 
that  some  great  disclosures  were  to  be  made.  It 
is  the  Government,  however,  who  have  been  try- 
ing to  make  people  believe  that  there  were  to  be 
some  astonishing  disclosures  ;  but  what  has  it  all 
come  to?  Absolutely  nothing.  Some  informa- 
tion was  laid  before  the  House  yesterday  with 
reference  to  a  person  of  the  name  of  Jones,  and 
the  Premier  read  out  the  information  with  great 
gusto.  And  this  is  the  great  Native  Statement 
that  we  have  all  been  waiting  for. 

Major  TE  WHEORO.  — 1  rise  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  Statement  of  the  Native 
Minister.  He  referred  to  the  difficulties  which 
had  arisen  through  the  purchase  of  Native  lands, 
and  I  agree  with  what  he  said  in  that  respect. 
But  these  difficulties  were  in  existence  for  some 
time  before  j  they  are  not  things  of  the  present. 
Tiiese  troubles  commenced  when  the  Maoris  sold 
their  land  only  to  the  Queen.  There  were  certain 
lands  in  the  Waikato  District  which  were  sold 
and  unfairly  bought  by  the  Queen.  Twice  a  sur- 
veyor named  Mr.  Johnson  was  sent  to  that  part 
of  the  country.  The  difficidty  that  arose  on  that 
occasion  was,  that  one  person  took  the  money 
from  the  Qt)vemment,  and  different  persons  owned 
the  land.    The  Waikato  chiefs  rose  up  in  a  body, 


and  told  the  officer  of  the  Native  Department 
not  to  pay  the  money  to  these  Natives.  Through 
mistakes  of  this  kind  occurring  in  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands  the  Maoris  resolved  not  to  sell. 
Through  that,  they  got  the  name  which  is  gene- 
rally known  throughout  the  Island,  of  the  people 
who  retain  the  land  j  and  out  of  that  sprang  the 
King  movement.  At  that  time  the  officers  of  the 
department  I  refer  to  bought  land  at  Waitara. 
Te  Teira  was  for  selling  the  land,  and  Wirerau 
Kingi  was  for  keeping  it.  The  officers  of  the 
Native  Department  insisted  upon  that  purchase, 
and  through  the  bad  management  of  those 
officers  came  the  shedding  of  blood  throughout 
the  Island.  They  did  not  listen  to  the  words 
of  Wiremu  Kingi.  The  trouble  extended  from 
there  to  the  Waikato,  and  throughout  the  Island. 
After  that,  this  House  instituted  the  Native  Laud 
Court.  A  surveyor  was  sent  to  the  land  of  a  per- 
son named  Purukutu.  Purukutu  turned  that 
surveyor  off,  and  he  went  to  the  officers  of  the 
Native  Land  Court,  and  told  the  heads  of  that 
department.  The  head  of  the  department  gave 
the  land  to  another  Maori,  who  leased  it  to  a 
European ;  then  Purukutu  rose  up  and  slew  the 
European.  Purukutu  did  not  act  rightly  in  kill- 
ing tlie  man  ;  but  the  land  was  Purukutu's,  and 
the  officers  of  the  Native  Department  had  no 
right  to  give  the  land  to  the  other  Maori.  The 
land  troubles  have  existed  from  that  time  down 
to  the  present ;  they  liave  not  ceased.  Tiiere  is 
another  thing:  what  was  said  to  the  Maoris  in 
those  days  by  these  officers  was  never  fulfilled. 
The  same  has  been  done,  I  believe,  with  the 
Taranaki  Natives.  Promises  have  been  made 
there  which  have  never  been  carried  out.  The 
Taranaki  Natives  went  on  to  tiie  European  lands ; 
and  the  reason  they  did  so  was,  I  think,  because 
those  promises  were  not  carried  out.  That  is 
why  they  went  to  plough  the  lands  of  the  Euro- 
peans. How  can  a  Maori  express  or  ventilate  his 
grievance  when  he  is  surrounded  by  the  vicious 
system  of  the  Native  Department,  whether  he 
turn  to  the  left  hand  or  to  the  right  ?  Supposing, 
for  instance,  we  were  to  surround  a  cow,  and 
the  animal  could  not  get  away,  would  it  not  jump 
on  one  of  us?  It  is  the  same  with  man.  If  a  man 
were  hemmed  in,  and  could  not  justly  get  what 
he  wanted,  he  would  do  the  same  thing.  Year 
after  year  the  members  of  this  House  have  been 
trying  to  legislate  for  the  Maoris,  but  every  year 
there  are  "  Maori  troubles,"  "  Maori  trouble?," 
"  Maori  troubles."  They  also  say,  "  Abolish  the 
Native  Department."  Where  is  the  wrong  in  the 
Native  Department?  It  lies  with  the  officers. 
But  let  the  House  decide  this  :  Leave  the  Native 
Department  to  the  Maoris,  and  then  see  if  any 
wrong  will  come  of  it.  Why  is  not  this  tried, 
because  it  has  already  been  seen  how  it  has  been 
carried  on  by  European  officers  ?  Let  the  Maori 
try  the  office.  The  Native  Minister  has  said 
something  about  the  fearful  expense  thero  has 
been,  and  of  the  bringing  of  the  Native  children 
down  here  to  walk  about  with  nothing  to  do. 
But  that  is  a  matter  amongst  yourselves.  The 
Native  Department  is  apart  from  that ;  it  is  with 

I  the  Maoris.  I  believe  that  if  the  House  were  to 
act  as  I  have  suggested  great  good  would  come 
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of  it.  Be  afraid  if  no  good  come  of  it.  Trj, 
and  see  the  result,  either  one  way  or  the  other. 
Until  then  you  cannot  fairly  say  that  the  Na- 
tive Department  is  not  necessary.  Tliese  words 
are  not  my  own  —  that  is,  to  let  the  Nat  ire 
Department  exist  —  but  they  come  froin  the 
Europeans.  I  belieye,  if  the  House  will  not  take 
my  suggestion,  the  Queen  will.  There  was  also 
something  stated  this  ereniog  about  the  mode 
of  selling  the  Native  lands,  and  dealing  with 
them.  What  I  say  is,  Leave  the  land  to  the 
Maori,  and  let  him  sell  it  or  not,  as  he  likes.  The 
first  thing  I  say  is,  Give  the  Maori  his  own  land  ; 
do  not  bother  him  about  it ;  let  him  sell  it  of 
his  own  accord,  if  he  wi«»hes,  but  do  not  urge  him 
to  sell  it.  The  Native  Minister  referred  to  the 
negotiations  which  had  been  opened  up  with  the 
King.  I  believe  they  had  a  very  good  effect.  I 
believe,  if  the  Government  had  not  taken  that 
step,  greater  would  have  been  the  evil  consequence 
than  that  which  took  place  with  regard  to  Puru- 
kutu.  The  people  there  have  suspended  all  ideas 
of  hostiUty  through  the  Government  placing  be- 
fore them  the  whole  matter,  and  through  what 
has  taken  place  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years.  I  think  a  great  deal  of  good  indeed  has 
come  of  holding  meeting*  in  that  direction.  The 
good  is  this :  the  two  sides  coming  into  contact 
with  each  other,  and  talking  together.  No  harm 
happened  through  the  meetings  j  but  afterwards 
there  were  some  trifling  matters  in  the  proposals 
made  by  the  Government  which  Tawhiao  objected 
to,  and,  while  he  was  thinking  over  these  things, 
Europeans  took  the  opportunity  to  prompt  him, 
with  the  view  of  increasing  whatever  ditliculties 
there  were  at  the  time.  If  Tawiiino  had  been 
left  to  consider  of  his  own  accord  what  wu8 
placed  before  him  at  the  time,  there  would  have 
been  no  misunderstanding.  Even  as  it  is,  no 
trouble  has  arisen,  although  it  has  been  said 
that  through  the  Governn»ent  going  there,  and 
plying  Tawhiao  with  propo^al8,  the  trouble 
has  increased.  No ;  it  is  not  so.  There  is  no 
trouble,  no  harm  whatever.  I  agree  with  the 
Native  Minister.  He  is  riglit  in  saying  that 
there  is  no  necessity  for  having  an  armed  force  on 
the  frontier  of  the  Waikato.  I  heard  something 
outside  about  a  vessel  going  to  Taranaki  convey- 
ing powder.  I  ask  the  Native  Minister  with  re- 
gard to  that,  why  was  that  powder  taken  there  ? 
What  was  the  object  of  taking  ammunition  ?  I 
heard  it  was  sent  there  for  the  purpose  of  being 
used  against  Te  Whiti.  What  has  Te  Whiti 
done?  Te  Whiti  never  oamo  here  and  took 
prisoners.  It  is  his  people  who  have  been  taken 
prisoners  and  lodged  in  gaol.  Te  Whiti  never 
came  here  and  created  a  disturbance  through  hi^ 
people  being  imprisoned.  I  should  feel  very  glad 
indeed  if  this  House  brought  in  a  new  measure 
through  which  the  European  race  and  the  Maori 
race  could  live  happily  together.  Referring  to 
the  late  Government  and  the  present  Govern- 
ment, I  believe  that  nothing  for  the  good  of  the 
Maori  will  be  accomplished  here.  What  have 
the  present  Government  decided  with  regard  to 
Henare  Tomoana,  their  friend?  What  have 
they  given  him  ?  What  functions  have  they  ac- 
ceded to  him?  Henare  is  simply  sitting  on  his 
Major  Te  Wheoro 


seat.  Tiie  Native  Minister  has  not  told  us  wliat 
he  is,  or  what  he  is  possessed  of.  I  do  not  believe 
that  he  has  anything  extra  at  all.  If  the  Native 
Department  were  transferred  to  him,  I  would 
then  believe  that  some  good  would  come  out  of  it. 
This  House  has  said  a  great  deal  over  Native 
matters  generally,  but  there  is  one  thing  they 
have  not  done :  they  have  not  given  the  Maori 
his  department — that  is,  the  Native  Department. 
Do  not  think  this  is  a  new  kind  of  trouble  that 
has  sprung  up  at  OhincmurL  It  is  simply  the 
same  as  that  which  occurred  in  Taranaki  through 
the  officers  of  the  department,  who  are  thoroughly 
ignorant  of  Maori  ideas.  Notwithstanding  the 
wrong  on  the  part  of  those  officers,  the  House 
turned  its  wrath  on  the  Maoris,  and  not  on  the 
officers,  who  are  alone  to  blame.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that,  if  the  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
had  been  at  the  head  of  the  GK)vernment  when 
this  disturbance  took  place  in  Taranaki,  8hot« 
would  have  been  fired,  because  I  have  heard  that 
Major  Atkinson  was  one  who  brought  a  Bill  into 
this  House  providing  in  a  certain  degree  for  those 
Natives  who  are  in  prison,  so  that  they  would 
fare  worse  than  they  do  now.  That  is  why  I 
think  I  would  like  to  see  no  laws  referring  to 
these  things  made  in  this  House.  But  let  us  try 
and  bring  down  some  measure  by  which  these 
troubles  could  be  swept  away,  and  all  fighting 
put  down  for  the  future.  The  present  Govern- 
ment, I  can  see,  is  the  Government  which  was  in 
existence  some  lime  ago,  and  the  works  of  the 
late  Government  were  the  works  of  those  old 
Governments.  The  leader  of  the  present  Oppo- 
sition is  a  new  man.  I  am  a  new  man  myself, 
and  I  am  going  to  give  him  my  vote.  Perhaps 
he  will  do  something  good  for  the  Maoris. 

The    House  adjourned  at  a  quarter    to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tvesday,  2,Ut  October,  1879. 

First  Readines — Second  Heading— Kirwee  Telegrmph  Sta- 
tion—Native Expenditure — Loans— Native  Expendi- 
ture.  

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Liverpool   and   London  and  Globe  Inauracce 
Company  Bill,  Fencing  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
New  Plymouth  Gas  Company  Bill. 

KIRWEE  TELEGRAPH  STATION. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  If  the  Government  are  dis- 
posed to  authorize  a  telegraph  station  at  the 
Kirwee  Railway  Station  ?  Two  or  three  sesaions 
back,  he,  in  company  with  others,  had  waited  upon 
the  Postmaster-General  with  a  request  that  this 
telegraph  station  might  be  opened,  and  received 
a  favourable  reply  ;  but  nothing  had  been  done 
towards  carrying  out  the  promise.  He  assurnl 
the  Hon.  the  Attorney -General  that  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  connecting  Kirwee  with  the 
telegraphic  system.      The  cost  would  be  very 
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light,  and  it  would  be  of  great  advantage,  seeing 
that  four  townships — namely,  West  Milton,  York- 
town,  Courtenay,  and  Kimberley — were  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  centre. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  replied  that  steps 
were  being  taken  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a 
telegraph  station  in  tbe  place  mentioned. 

NATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General,  If  the  Government  will  lav 
on  the  table  of  the  Council  an  account,  in  detail, 
showing  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  of  £7,000 
provided  in  the  Civil  list  for  tbe  service  of  the 
year  1878-79  for  Native  affairs? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  laid  the  paper  on 
the  table. 

LOANS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  thought 
it  was  highly  important  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  and  the  public  generally  to  the  fact 
that  the  cost  of  negotiating  our  loans  was  greatly 
increasing,  and  he  trusted  that  the  directing  of 
public  attention  to  the  fact  would  lead  to  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  charges.  Some  years  ago  the  cost 
of  raising  the  loans  was  something  like  i  per 
cent,  upon  the  amount  borrowed,  which  included 
the  amount  paid,  according  to  ordinary  custom, 
to  the  brokers  in  connection  with  forwarding 
applications  for  the  loan.  He  believed  he  was 
right  in  stating  that  the  large  loan  negotiated 
through  Sir  WilUam  Fitzlierbert  cost  something 
under  ^  per  cent. ;  but,  if  honorable  members 
would  look  at  the  return  lately  placed  upon  the 
table  giving  particulars  as  to  the  cost  of  the 
last  loan,  they  would  see  that  the  cost  had  been 
1  i  per  cent. ;  so  that  the  amount  had  tripled  in 
the  course  of  a  very  few  years.  He  saw  that  at 
the  present  time  the  colony  was  paying  an  en- 
tirely new  charge  of  i  per  cent,  to  the  Bank  of 
England.  That  was  done  in  connection  with  tlio 
Inscription  of  Stock  Act — an  Act  that  seemed  to 
have  been  carried  into  etfcct  so  far  as  tliis  pay- 
ment was  concerned,  but  no  further.  He  was 
quite  satisfied  that  no  appreciable  advantage  had 
been  derived  from  that  Act  in  this  way,  or 
was  likely  to  be.  Further,  he  observed  tliat, 
whereas  three  or  four  years  ago  a  commission  of 
Is.  6d.  in  tbe  £100  was  paid  to  the  Crown  Agents, 
these  gentlemen  now  received  a  commission  of 
5s.  per  cent,  or  more  than  threefold  the  amount 
which  had  been  deemed  sufficient  only  three  or 
four  years  ago.  There  was  the  usual  payment  of 
58.  per  cent,  to  brokers,  who  were  the  medium 
of  forwarding  applications  for  bonds  ;  and  there 
was  another  item,  the  most  peculiar  item  that  he 
bad  ever  seen  in  connection  with  these  loans, — 

Sept.  4,  1878.— F.  A.  Scrim^eour,  oommis. 
•ion  at  6  per  cent,  for  Berrices  as  brokers 
up  to  time  of  obtaioing  official  quotation 

ot  the  10-40  £3,600,000  loan       £8.750    0    0 

Additional  brokerage,  at  i  per 
cent,   on   £200,000  applied 
for,  OS  agreed       ...  ...£5,000    0    0 

Less  comniiasion  paid  by 
the  Bank  of  ^'ew  Zea- 
land on  £960,100         ...    2,400    6    0 


2,599  16    0 
£11,340  16    0 


For  the  life  of  him  he  could  not  understand  what 
that  amount  had  been  paid  for.  He  did  not 
speak  in  ignorance  on  the  point,  because  he  knew 
the  arrangement  under  which  similar  transactions 
were  entered  into  by  the  Agents-General  of  other 
colonies.  Mr.  Scrimgeour  was,  he  believed,  a 
respectable  broker,  and  a  member  of  a  firm  who 
were  largely  connected  with  syndicates  ;  but  that 
the  last  New  Zealand  loan  was  not  mainly  raised 
through  Mr.  Scrimgeour  he  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house)  knew,  for  he  happened  to  be  in  London  at 
the  time,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Williamson,  who  was 
also  in  London  at  the  same  time,  could  bear  him 
out  in  the  statement  that  it  was  done  mainly 
through  the  exertions  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land. Mr.  Scrimgeour  appeared  to  have  been  a 
consulting  broker,  and  for  his  duties  in  connec- 
tion with  that  he  had  received  this  large  sum  of 
£11  300 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— On  what 
date  was  it  paid  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— On  the  4th 
of  September,  1878 :  the  same  time  as  the  other 
agents  were  paid.  There  hud  been  no  loans  more 
successfully  negotiated  than  the  loans  of  South 
Australia,  and  he  was  in  a  position  to  state  in 
what  manner  those  loans  were  negotiated.  They 
availed  themselves,  as  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment did,  of  the  services  of  a  consulting  broker, 
and  their  broker  was  a  gentleman  connected  with 
a  firm  that  stood  at  the  very  top  of  the  profession 
in  England — a  Mr.  Marsl»all,  of  the  firm  of  Mar- 
shall and  Mullins,  brokers  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. These  brokers  were  regularly  consulted  by 
the  Agent-General  of  South  Australia  before  he 
brought  any  loan  whatever  into  the  market,  and 
it  would  no  doubt  rather  astonish  honorable 
members  to  hear  that  for  these  services  the 
South  Australian  Government  paid  only  £50 
to  £100.  When  the  Agent-General  of  South 
Australia  was  telling  him  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house)  of  the  circumstances,  he  remarked  that 
he  could  not  undertstand  brokers  of  so  high  a 
position  devoting  their  attention  to  such  work 
for  so  small  a  remuneration.  The  reply  was, 
that  tiiat  consideration  did  not  influence  such 
brokers  for  a  single  moment.  The  application 
was  regarded  as  a  tribute  to  their  respectability 
and  standing  ;  but  tbe  Government  got  as  much 
attention  as  if  a  large  sum  had  been  paid.  On 
the  same  ground,  merchants  occupying  the  high- 
est position  would  trouble  themselves  to  become 
directors  of  banks,  and  devote  every  energy  to 
the  performance  of  their  duty  as  such  for  the 
small  remuneration  of  a  guinea  or  two  a  sitting, 
as  the  case  might  be.  It  was  not  a  question  of  re- 
muneration, but  of  the  tribute  to  their  respecta- 
bility and  worth  which  was  paid  by  electing  them 
to  such  positions.  Whether  tbe  amount  paid  was 
too  small  or  not  might  be  a  question  for  considera- 
tion }  but  what  he  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse) 
wished  to  call  attention  to  was  that,  for  tbe  same 
work  which  was  performed  by  brokers  for  an 
insignificant  remuneration,  the  New  Zealand  Go- 
vernment paid  a  sum  of  £11,300.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  when  persons  were  dealing  with  mil- 
lions they  were  apt  to  become  lavish.  He 
thought  good  would  be  derived  from  the  printing 
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of  this  document,  inasmuch  as  public  altention 
would  be  directed  to  the  matter,  and  perhaps 
some  steps  would  be  taken  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
loans,  which,  if  not  called  attention  to,  would 
continue  to  swell,  as  they'  had  swollen  in  time 
past. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  ''That  the 
return  showing  the  expenditure  and  recoyeries 
under  Vote  101,  Class  XII.  (showing  the  char^jes 
and  expenses  of  raising  loans),  in  the  year  1878-79, 
be  printed." — (Hon,  Mr.  Waterhouse,) 

Agreed  to. 

NATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  the  terms  of  the 
motion  were  sufficiently  explicit  to  render  any 
remarks  from  him  unnecessary,  except  that  he 
thought  it  a  matter  of  great  public  importance 
that  this  inquiry  should  be  made. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'  Tbat  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
and  report  generally  upon  the  expenditure  during 
the  year  ended  30th  June,  1879,  and  for  the 
quarter  ended  80th  September,  1879,  under  the 
Totes  for  Native  purposes  and  Native  land  pur- 
chases; such  report  to  be  accompanied  by  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  whole  expenditure  for 
Native  purposes  during  the  abore-uamed  period, 
classified  in  such  manner  as  the  Committee  may 
consider  desirable,  and  specifying  the  vote  to 
which  each  class  of  expenditure  has  been  charged. 
Sueh  Committee  to  have  power  to  call  for  persons 
nnd  papers  ;  and  to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitraore,  the  Hon.  Sir  R  Dillon  Bell,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Mcnzies,  the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser, 
and  the  mover.** — (Hon,  Mr.  Miller.) 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  tbat, 
before  the  motion  was  passed  by  the  Council,  he 
proposed  only  to  say  a  very  few  words,  upon  the 
answer  to  which,  when  his  honorable  friend  re- 
plied, would  depend  the  course  which  he  should 
take  in  the  matter.  His  honorable  friend  had 
been  good  enough  to  place  his  name  upon  the 
Committee,  and  he  should  be  very  glad  to  give 
his  services,  on  one  condition.  Any  one  who  paid 
attention  to  what  had  been  going  on  in  relation 
to  the  Native  expenditure  must  be  perfectly  well 
aware  of  this :  tbat  a  system  had  been  growing 
up — and  he  did  not  say  it  had  giown  up  under 
any  one  particular  Administration  or  another — 
by  which,  upon  the  personal  action  and  will  of 
the  particular  Minister  who  had  control  of  the 
Native  Department,  ,the  colony  had  found  itself 
placed,  year  after  year,  under  engagement  to  the 
extent  of  very  large  amounts  of  money.  Now, 
for  successive  years  he,  for  one,  had  watched  the 
increase  of  this  abuse  with  great  concern  and 
apprehension;  but  it  had  now  culminated  to  a 
point  where,  ho  believed,  it  imperatively  required 
the  immediate  attention  of  Parliament.  They 
were  informed  by  Ministers  of  the  Crown  tbat 
Ibis  country  was  under  a  supposed  engagement  to 
the  extent  of  nearly  one  million  sterling  for  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands.  An  amount  of  liability 
had  been  therefore  incurred  on  the  part  of  the 
colony — or,  at  he  said,  pretended  to  be  incurred 
Hon,  Mr,  Waterhouse 


on  the  part  of  the  colony — at  variance  with  the 
Totes  which  the  other  House  had  appropriated 
for  that  object,  at  variance  with  the  will  of  Par- 
liament, as  expressed  by  law,  at  variance  with 
constitutional  precedent  and  practice,  and  wholly 
destructive  of  any  control  by  Parliament.  They 
had  been  told  that  day  that  not  only  had  there 
been  a  large  over-expenditure  of  the  Native  votes, 
which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  inquire 
into,  but,  in  addition  to  that  expenditure  which 
had  been  so  incurred,  they  were  told  that  we 
were  launched  into  an  enormous  liability  for  land 
purchase :  while  at  the  same  time  they  were  in- 
formed by  the  same  Ministerial  Statement  that 
a  vast  proportion  of  the  money  expended  already, 
out  of  three- quarters  of  a  million  which  had  been 
voted  by  Parliament  for  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands,  had  been  applied  to  the  acquisition  of 
cou!»try  which  was  wholly  unfit  for  settlement, 
and  from  which  there  was  no  prospect  of  deriving 
any  present  or  future  revenue ;  so  that  finan- 
cially, politically,  economically,  and  socially  the 
amount  that  had  been  paid  for  it  might  be  con- 
sidered money  entirely  thrown  away.  He  would 
ask  his  honorable  friend  this:  In  proposing  the 
appointment  of  this  Committee,  for  what  object 
did  he  ask  that  it  should  sit  ?  If  his  honorable 
friend  meant  to  say,  after  the  statements  made  in 
Parliament  in  the  last  year  or  two,  that  all  the 
Committee  would  do  was  to  investigate  these 
liabilities  on  the  assumption  that,  notwithstanding 
that  they  largely  exceeded  the  vote  of  Parliament 
and  rested  upon  no  lawful  authority,  they  were 
to  treat  them  as  binding  engagements,  then  he 
must  ask  his  honorable  friend  to  withdraw  his 
name  from  the  Committee,  for  he  certainly  should 
take  no  trouble  in  the  investigation.  But  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  his  honorable  friend  would  join 
with  him  in  laying  down,  as  a  basis  upon  which 
the  Council  appointed  the  Committee,  that  they 
would  recognize  nothing  as  an  engagement  or  a 
liability  of  the  colony  for  which  an  appropriation 
had  not  been  made  and  authority  of  law  had  not 
been  given,  then  he  would  go  into  the  work, 
which  would  be  a  work  involving  a  great  deal 
of  detail,  and  which  he  believed  would,  on  that 
basis,  bo  a  vei'y  great  advantage  to  the  public 
service.  The  reason  why  he  put  this  question  to 
his  honorable  friend  was  this  :  They  had  already 
undertaken  what  he  thought  those  honorable 
members  who  were  engaged  in  it  would  recognize 
to  be  a  very  laborious  work,  in  connection  with  the 
railways  investigation ;  and  as  it  proceeded  they 
found  that  the  questions  were  assuming  a  magni- 
tude which  perhaps  had  not  been  thoroughly  un- 
derstood beforehand  ;  but  he  had  not  at  tempted 
to  ask  the  Council  to  appoint  a  Committee  for 
proceeding  with  that  investigation  without  clear 
objects,  in  the  first  place,  he  had  long  been  well 
aware,  in  a  general  way,  of  the  tendency  of  the 
facts  which  he  desired  to  -inquire  into ;  but  it 
was  his  determination  to  lead  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee,  and  ultimately  of  the  Council, 
to  the  imperative  and  immediate  necessity  of 
restraining,  by  very  much  more  strict,  and  strin- 
gent, and  inviolable  conditions,  the  personal  action 
of  Ministers  in  relation  to  entering  into  railway 
contracts.    He  had  started  in  that  inquiry  with 
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the  determination  to  admit  nothing  as  authority 
excepting  that  which  Parliament  had  Toted,  and 
to  allow  no  contract  to  he  considered  hinding 
upon  the  country  unless  entered  into  in  accordance 
with  law;  and  with  that  determination,  and  from 
that  hasis,  he  thought  the  labours  of  the  Railway 
Committee,  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  say  so, 
would  lead  to  very  beneficial  results.  He  would 
therefore  ask  his  honorable  friend  if  he  was  going 
to  take  the  same  course,  and  if  he  intended  to 
enter  upon  this  inquiry  with  an  unbending  de- 
termination to  restore  to  Parliament  the  control 
they  had  thrown  away,  and  to  bring  the  facts 
of  the  past  in  review,  in  order  to  bring  about 
a  real  and  efficient  reform.  If  so,  he  (Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell)  would  give  all  the  time  and  attention 
that  was  requisite  for  the  prosecution  of  a  work 
of  that  kind  ;  but,  if  this  Committee  was  only  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  out  the  faults  of  some  par- 
ticular Minister  or  Administration,  and  holding 
them  up  to  public  ridicule  or  public  censure,  then 
for  that  purpose  it  would  be  useless,  and  he 
would  a«k  his  honorable  friend  to  relieye  him  from 
serving  upon  it. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  said  he  took  ex- 
actly the  view  expressed  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down.  If  this  Committee 
was  merely  intended  to  search  into  the  pigeon- 
holes for  the  purpose  of  finding  charges  against 
the  administration  of  the  late  Ministry,  he  would 
desire  that  his  name  should  be  taken  off  the 
Committee.  A  system  had  been  going  on  for 
the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  and  probably  the 
Committee  would  have  to  carry  their  researches 
back  to  that  time.  He  agreed  with  everything 
which  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  said,  and, 
if  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  would  accept  the  condi- 
tions stated  by  that  honorable  gentleman,  he 
(Captain  Fraser)  would  consent  uiat  his  name 
should  be  retained  on  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  thought  it  desirable 
that  the  motion  should  be  adjourned  for  a  time. 
It  would  be  obvious  to  the  Council  that  a  very 
large  question  was  involved  here,  and  it  would  be 
a  source  of  great  embarrassment  to  any  Govern- 
ment if  the  Committee  had  to  report  as  to  the 
propriety  of  carrying  on  these  land  purchases. 
Beyond  any  doubt  the  Government  ought  to  be 
largely  represented,  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  led  the  Council  should  be  on  the  Committee. 
Large  engagements  had  been  entered  into,  and  it 
woidd  be  a  source  of  great  embarrassment  to  any 
Government  that  this  Committee  should  report 
without  the  Government  being  fully  represented. 
He  would  suggest  that  the  honorable  member 
should  adjourn  his  motion.  The  question  was 
one  of  great  importance,  and  involved  large  poli- 
tical considerations. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought  the 
motion  a  very  important  one,  and  he  might  as 
well  add  that  he  believed  the  Committee  would 
be  a  very  desirable  one  to  appoint.  He  did  not 
take  the  view  which  his  honorable  and  learned 
friend  had  just  now  taken  with  regard  to  the 
undesirability  of  inquiring  into  these  land  pur- 
chases, on  the  ground  that  such  an  inquiry 
would  be  an  embarrassing  one  to  the  Govern- 
ment, seeing  that  the  Gbvernment  bad  entered 


into  large  engagements.  He  took  the  view  ex- 
pressed by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell.  They 
must  not  look  to  what  would  be  embarrassing  to 
the  Government,  but  to  wliat  was  required  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  irrespective  of  all  Govern- 
ments ;  and  this  was  one  of  those  things  which 
should  be  inquired  into,  and  which  we  were  bound 
to  inquire  into.  With  respect  to  the  Govern- 
ment entering  into  engagements  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  land  not  authorized  by  the 
Legislature,  if  he  understood  aright  arrange- 
ments had  been  entered  into  involving  some- 
thing like  a  million  sterling  not  authorized  by 
the' Legislature — there  were  reasonable  grounds 
to  believe  that  such  was  the  case — and  it  was 
the  duty  of  Parliament  to  look  into  the  matter. 
These  engagements  ought  not  to  be  gone  into 
without  the  authority  of  Parliament,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  the  Government  had  not  the 
power  of  binding  the  colony  to  any  contract,  and 
any  contract  was  invalid  unless,  prior  to  entering 
into  that  contract,  Ministers  had  received  the  au- 
thority of  Parliament.  But,  while  there  was  no 
validity  attached  to  these  contracts,  there  was 
the  moral  obligation,  which  they  should  all  recog- 
nize, and  which  the  Parliament  would  undoubt- 
edly respect.  He  maintained,  however,  that  this 
moral  obligation  should  not  be  entered  into  until 
Parliament,  in  the  first  instance,  had  been  made 
aware,  at  any  rate,  of  the  intention,  and  had  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  upon  it.  He  thought  that 
his  honorable  friend  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller)  would 
have  no  objection  whatever  to  stating  that  the 
inquiry  instituted  should  be  in  accordance  with 
those  lines  which  had  been  laid  down  by  the 
Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell.  He  believed  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Miller  wished  to  put  these  things  right : 
things  had  been  going  wrong,  and  he  wish^  to 
put  them  right.  His  honorable  friend's  idea  was 
that  by  the  appointment  of  such  a  Committee 
remedial  measures  might  be  suggested,  and,  if 
adopted,  that  they  would  have  the  effect  of  pre- 
venting a  recurrence  of  many  like  irregularities — 
more  especially  in  connection  with  the  purchase 
of  Native  land — which  had  occurred  in  the  past. 
He  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  the  general  policy 
of  the  Government  buying  Native  land,  but  he 
could  scarcely  refrain  from  saying  that  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the  colony 
if  that  policy  were  reconsidered  and,  he  might  say, 
altogether  abandoned.  The  effect  of  the  present 
system  was  to  very  materially  check  the  settlement 
of  the  country,  and  at  the  present  time  it  had  the 
result  of  giving  to  Government  a  lot  of  worthless 
land,  and  obligations  involving  the  colony  in  large 
yearly  payments  of  interest.  One  of  the  faults 
in  connection  with  the  purchase  qf  Native  lands 
was,  that  their  agents  had  an  interest  in  taking  a 
sanguine  view  of  the  character  of  the  land  they 
bought;  and  in  a  great  many,  he  believed  the 
majority  of,  cases  the  agents  were  not  experts, 
were  not  judges  of  the  character  of  land,  and 
were  apt  to  be  misled  by  others  to  whom  they 
applied  for  information.  There  was  no  point  on 
which  persons  were  more  apt  to  get  erroneous 
ideas  than  the  character  of  Native  land,  and  if 
they  trusted  to  others  for  their  information  they 
were  sure  to  be  deceived.    He  wm  informed  the 
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other  day  bj  a  friend  of  his  that  some  short  time 
ago  he  had  had  representations  made  to  him 
by  persons  in  whom  he  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house)  should  hare  the  utmost  confidence,  recom- 
mending him  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  the 
purchase  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  land  on 
the  West  Coast.  H^  was  assured  that  this  land 
could  be  obtained  at  about  the  same  price  as 
that  for  which  the  Q-overnment  were  purchasing 
it — 88.  an  acre.  He  was  further  assured  that 
the  market  ralue  of  the  land  would  be  £2  or  £3 
an  acre.  He  advanced  £500  with  a  view  to  the 
purchase,  and,  having  advanced  to  that  extent,  he 
thought  it  just  as  well  to  go  up  and  see  it.  He 
went  up,  and  found  that  the  land  was  not  worth 
sixpence  an  acre.  He  abandoned  the  £500  which 
he  had  already  advanced,  sooner  than  complete 
the  purchase.  He  knew  two  or  three  cases  of  a 
similar  character  which  had  occurred,  and  be- 
lieved that  these  cases  would  be  found  to  be  very 
common  indeed.  The  whole  question  of  the  de- 
sirableness or  otherwise  of  purcliasing  Native  land 
should  be  gone  into,  and  he  felt  satisfied  it  could 
not  be  gone  into  and  reported  on  without  bene- 
ficial result  accruing  to  the  colony.  He  hoped 
his  honorable  friend  would  go  on  with  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that,  in  voting 
for  this  motion,  he  should  be  guided,  as  he 
thought  all  other  honorable  members  would  be 
guided,  by  the  considerations  expressed  by  the 
Hon.  Sir  P.  Dillon  Bell.  It  would  appear  that 
in  their  Native  land  transactions  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  adopted  and  carried  out  a  policy  of 
their  own,  which  was  absolutely  and  entirely 
opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
colony,  as  expressed  in  its  former  Acts,  and 
which,  in  its  financial  aspect,  in  view  of  the  ex- 
penditure which  was  involved  by  it,  was  not  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Legislature  at  all:  that  policy  was 
a  policy  of  the  Ministry,  or  of  one  or  two  mem- 
bers of  it,  and  not  in  any  sense  the  policy  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand.  He 
thought  that  the  objection  which  his  honorable 
and,  learned  friend  Mr.  Wilson  took  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Committee  was  not  a  substantial 
one,  inasmuch  as  the  duties  of  a  Committee,  and  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  appointed,  were  to  collect 
information  on  a  specified  subject,  to  report  the 
result  to  the  Council,  and,  in  certain  cases,  as  he 
had  so  often  said  before,  to  formulate  an  opinion 
for  the  Council,  based  on  the  evidence  they 
had  been  able  to  obtain.  But  the  report  of  a 
Committee  in  no  way  bound  the  Council,  and,  in 
that  sense,  the  danger  which  his  honorable  and 
learned  friend  seemed  to  foresee,  that  the  Council 
might  possibly  be  committed  by  some  expression 
of  opinion  upon  some  evidence  brought  beiore  this 
Committee,  was  visionary  at  present.  Until  the 
report  of  the  Committee  was  formally  considered 
and  adopted,  it  did  not  represent  the  opinion  of 
the  Council  in  its  collective  capacity. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  motion 
did  not  contemplate  that  they  were  to  discuss 
the  question  of  Native  land  purchases.  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  so  far  as  the  wording  of  the  reso- 
lution went,  that  it  was  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring  and  repoi'ting  generally  upon  the 
expenditure  during  the  year  ended  30th  June, 
Mon,  Mr,  Waterhouie 


1879,  and  for  the  quarter  ended  30th  September, 
1879,  under  the  votes  for  Native  purposes  and 
Native  land  purchases.  Now,  there  was  no  ques- 
tion in  the  motion  as  to  whether  Native  land 
purchases  should  be  continued  or  discontinued. 
If  the  Council  would  accept  the  suggestion  that 
this  motion  be  allowed  to  pass  as  it  was,  then  the 
Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  might  move  that  the  sphere 
of  the  Committee  be  extended  for  the  purpose 
to  which  the  honorable  member  alluded.  They 
could  then  have  discussion  upon  that,  and  the 
Council,  if  it  thought  fit,  would  extend  the  in- 
quiry; but  going  into  such  an  inquiry  now  would 
be  going  beyond  the  resolution  proposed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman.  He  thought  it  very  desir- 
able, when  Committees  were  appointed,  that  they 
should  specifically  adhere  to  the  object  for  which 
they  were  appointed  ;  and  it  appeared  to  him 
that,  by  the  motion,  this  Committee  would  be 
confined  to  the  collecting  together  of  all  the 
accounts  in  connection  with  land-purchase  and 
Native  expenditure,  and  the  classifying  of  them 
for  the  information  of  the  Council.  He  agreed 
that  it  was  very  desirable  that  the  question  raised 
by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  should  be  ventilated  and  gone  into. 
If  this  Committee  were  appointed,  then  a  reso- 
lution might  be  moved  to  the  effect  that  the 
Committee  should  extend  its  inquiries  into  the 
matters  referred  to  by  those  honorable  gentlemen. 
He  thought  such  an  inquiry  very  desirable.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  thought,  so  far  as  this  motion 
went  at  present,  that  it  did  not  contemplate  what 
the  honorable  gentlemen  wanted  to  do.  He  pre- 
sumed they  need  not  have  much  discussion  on 
the  motion  as  it  stood.  The  other  question 
raised  in  the  discussion  was  a  much  wider  one, 
and  it  might  be  very  desirable  that  the  labours 
of  the  Committee  should  be  extended  into  these 
matters  ;  but  he  thought  it  should  form  the 
subject  of  a  separate  motion  on  a  future  day. 
Let  this  motion  pass,  and  let  the  other  subject 
be  brought  on  bv  regular  motion  for  the  purpose. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  thought  this 
inquiry  was  wanted.  There  was  a  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  with  regard  to  Native 
lands  which  he  did  not  think  they  should  possess. 
They  could  now  proclaim  that  portions  of  the 
country  were  not  to  be  dealt  with  by  Europeans, 
or  they  could  withdraw  such  a  Proclamation  in 
favour  of  individuals.  It  was  currently  reported 
in  the  North  that  there  were  Europeans  survey- 
ing a  block  of  land  in  the  Patetere  Dbtrict,  over 
which  there  was  a  Proclamation.  It  should  not 
be  in  the  power  of  any  Government  to  withdraw 
Proclamations  in  this  way.  There  should  be 
one  mode  of  dealing  with  these  lands :  if  it  was 
thought  to  be  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  there 
should  be  no  other  purchasers  but  the  Govern- 
ment, then  let  the  thing  bo  carried  out  in  its 
entirety.  His  own  opinion  was,  that  there  should 
be  absolute  free-trade  in  the  purchase  of  Native 
land ;  he  believed  it  would  promote  settlement 
much  more  rapidly.  The  present  system,  in  the 
first  place,  gave  rise  to  a  disinclination  on  the 
part  of  the  Natives  to  deal  with  the  Government, 
because  they  felt  that  they  had  only  one  party  to 
go  to,  and  got  what  they  considered  only  a  low 
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price.  He  vna  in  favour  of  some  such  legislation 
as  would  make  it  unprofitable  for  any  speculator 
to  hold  land  without  improving  it.  He  thought, 
too,  that,  tlie  moment  land  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Europeans,  it  should  be  subject  to  rates,  and 
that  all  lands  should  be  rated  on  one  scale,  or  at 
different  values  according  to  the  qualitj  of  the 
land.  No  holder  should  p%y  rates  on  the  im- 
provements he  had  made  on  the  land.  This 
should  apply  not  only  t^  country  but  to  town 
land.  No  doubt  the  different  phases  of  this  sub- 
ject would  come  before  the  Committee,  and  a 
recommendation  might  be  made  to  the  Council 
that  might  or  might  not  produce  fruit.  How- 
ever, he  thought  that  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Qc.  R.  JOHNSON  said  that, 
if  he  understood  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell  rightly,  his  object  was  to  limit  the 
purport  of  the  inquiry  to  a  certain  extent.  He 
could  not  quite  ascertain  to  what  extent  that 
went ;  but  it  seemed  to  him,  as  be  read  the  notice, 
there  was  a  small  difference  of  opinion.  The 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  read  the  first  part  of 
the  motion,  and  said  lie  took  it  the  Committee 
was  simply  to  inquire  into  and  report  generally 
upon  the  expenditure  during  the  year  ended  the 
30th  June,  1879,  and  for  the  quarter  ended  the 
30th  September,  1879,  meaning  thereby  the  votes 
for  Native  purposes  and  Native  land  purchases.  If 
he  understood  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Billon  Bell,  however, 
his  object  was  to  confine  the  Committee  to  the 
extent  of  expenditure  authorized  by  vote  of  Par- 
liament, and  so  as  not  to  recognize  engagements 
outside  the  votes  of  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  B£LL  said  perhaps 
his  honorable  friend  would  allow  him  to  explain. 
The  Committee,  if  appointed,  would  be  ordered 
to  inquire  into  and  report  generally  upon  the 
votes  ;  but,  if  the  Committee  were  going  to  in- 
quire generally  and  report  generally,  they  ought 
to  know  whether  they  were  to  inquire  into  the 
alleged  engagements  to  the  extent  of  a  million : 
otherwise,  was  it  worth  the  amount  of  labour  that 
would  be  l>ebtowed  upon  it  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  B.  JOHNSON  had  wished 
to  point  out  what  seemed  to  be  a  misunderstand- 
ing after  what  had  fallen  from  the  Attorney - 
Qeneral,  who,  apparently,  had  understood  the 
motion  simply  to  apply  to  the  question  as  to 
votes  for  Native  purposes.  But  in  reading 
further  he  had  observed  that  such  report  was  to 
be  accompanied  by  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
whole  expenditure  for  Native  purposes  during 
the  above-named  period,  cla9sified  in  such  manner 
as  the  Committee  might  consider  desirable,  and 
specifying  the  vote  to  which  each  class  of  ex- 
penditure had  been  charged. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  thought  the 
latter  part  of  the  motion  would  bring  under  con- 
sideration matters  never  contemplated  by  the 
mover — for  instance,  Native  land  purchases.  He 
suggested,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
have  a  separate  Committee  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion of  Native  land  purchases. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  thought  that  Mr. 
Wilson  had  misapprehended  the  terms  of  the 
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motion,  because  it  would  scarcely  bear  the  con- 
struction that  honorable  gentleman  had  put  upon 
it.  As  he  (Mr.  Miller)  thought  a  ptlblio  inquiry 
of  this  kind  would  be  of  great  public  importance, 
he  certainly  did  not  feel  disposed  to  consent 
to  the  postponement  of  the  motion.  The  Hon. 
Captain  Fraser  seemed  to  think,  or  rather  hinted, 
that  there  was  some  sort  of  detective  spirit  at 
the  bottom  of  the  motion  ;  but,  so  far  as  he  (Mr. 
Miller)  was  concerned — and  he  thought  ho  spoke 
the  feelings  of  the  Council  generally,  there 
was  no  such  idea.  The  object  of  the  Committee 
was  to  inquire,  as  generally  as  possible,  into  the 
expenditure  for  Native  purposes  during  the  term 
specified  in  the  motion,  and  of  course  it  would 
be  their  duty  to  proceed  upon  a  perfectly  fair 
and  impartial  basis  —  "nothing  to  extenuate, 
nor  to  set  down  aught  in  malice."  It  would  be 
their  duty  unhesitatingly  to  declare  what  expen- 
diture had  been  incurred  under  the  authority 
of  law,  and  what  not  under  the  authority  of 
law.  He  did  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that 
the  Committee  would  consider  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  stop  there.  They  would  no  doubt  make 
some  recommendations  with  regard  to  unautho- 
rized expenditure— were  they  to  find  there  had 
been  such  —  recommendations  which  would  be 
made  with  a  view  to  the  public  weal,  and  not 
with  reference  to  any  particular  Ministry  that 
might  be  in  power  or  out  of  power.  He  believed 
that  some  strong  recommendation  would  be  made, 
but  further  than  that  he  did  not  wish  to  go  at 
present.  He  wished  to  approach  the  question 
impartially,  and  hoped  it  would  be  approached 
impartially  by  all.  and  that  the  Council  would 
discard  any  such  idea  as  that  hinted  at  by  the 
Hon.  Captain  Eraser,  but  that,  if  anything  im- 
proper were  discovered,  steps  would  be  taken  to 
declare  what  were  the  proper  remedies.  That 
was  the  whole  object  of  tiie  Committee.  He  had 
no  doubt  whatever  that,  if  such  reports  were  cur- 
rent in  another  country  with  regard  to  adminis- 
tration as  were  current  here,  every  one  in  that 
Council  would  consider  it  a  gross  dereliction  of 
duty  on  the  part  of  the  Parliament  of  that  coun- 
try if  it  did  not  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to 
the  truth  of  those  reports.  As  to  what  the 
Attorney-General  had  suggested,  he  could  not 
just  then  say  what  would  be  the  best  course ;  but, 
whenever  the  motion  which  that  honorable  gentle- 
man proposed  should  be  made,  the  Council  would 
be  able  to  consider  whether  it  would  be  advisable 
to  extend  the  inquiry  to  that  extent. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The   Council  adjourned  at  forty-six  minutes 
past  three  o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  2\st  October,  1879. 


Pirtt  Readings— Second  Besdinfp— Christohnrch  City— 
WaiU-aka  Settlement — Debtors  and  Creditors  Act — 
Anckland  Coal  TraflSc— Queenstown-Arrowtown  Com- 
munication—Arrowtown  Survey  Office — Te  Aro  Post 
and  Telegraph  Offlce-Land-Tax  Act- East  and  West 
Railway,  Middle  Islaud— Oamaru  Supreme  Court — S. 
Phillips— Water-races— Gold  Returns— Counties  Act 
—Gold  Exports— Dunedin-Carersham  Bridge— Trust 
Funds  —  N  orthem  Maori  District — Qualification  of 
Electors  Bill— Mr.  Hall's  Resi^ation  of  his  Seat  in 
the  Legislative  Council— Triennial  Parliaments  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Queenstown  Racecourse  ReserTes  Bill,  Sites  for 
Working  Men's  Clubs  Bill,  Dramatic  Copyright 
Bill,  Wairarapa  Racecourse  Bill,  Hawke's  Baj 
Rivers  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Napier  Swamp  Nuisance  Bill,  Primitive  Metho- 
dists' Temporal  Affairs  Management  Bill,  Te  Aro 
Reclamation  Bill. 

CHRISTCHURCH  CITY. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  time  has  now  arrived 
for  swearing  the  Committee  to  try  the  allegations 
contained  in  the  petition  against  tlie  return  of 
Sir  George  Grey  for  Christchurch  City.  The 
names  will  be  called  over  and  the  members 
sworn  by  the  Clerk. 

The  Cleek  read  the  names  of  the  Committee 
as  follow:  Messrs.  Fulton,  Moorhouse,  Stewart, 
Colbeck,  McCaughan,  Allwright,  and  Tawhai. 

Mr.  HALL.—  Before  the  members  are  sworn, 
Sir,  I  wish  to  ask  your  ruling  whether  the  honor- 
able member,  Mr.  Tawhai,  against  whose  elec- 
tion there  is  a  petition  before 'the  House  on  ac- 
count of  his  alleged  disqualification,  is  eligible  to 
be  a  member  of  this  Committee,  and  to  be  sworn 
to  act  upon  it.  I  would  ask  whether,  when  that 
Committee  has  completed  its  work,  the  question 
may  not  arise  whether  the  proceedings  were  regu- 
lar or  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  not  aware  that  there 
are  any  grounds  upon  which  I  can  declare  that 
Mr.  Tawhai  is  not  eligible  to  sit  on  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  were  then 
sworn,  and  eleven  o'clock  next  day  was  fixed 
for  the  first  meeting. 

WAIKAKA  SETTLEMENT. 

Mr.  IRELAND  asked  the  Government,  If  it  is 
their  uitention  to  open  land  for  settlement  at 
Waikaka  ;  and,  if  so,  when  steps  are  likely  to  be 
taken  with  that  object  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that  inquiries  had  been 
made,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  the  Crown 
lands  in  a  portion  of  this  valley  were  auriferous, 
and  comprised  about  a  thousand  acres.  The 
other  portion  of  the  valley  was  an  education 
reserve,  and  vvas  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with. 


DEBTORS  AND  CREDITORS  ACT. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  he  will  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  sub- 
section (2)  of  section  106  of  '*  The  Debtors  and 
Creditors  Act,  1876,"  so  as  to  give  to  artisans  and 
labourers  a  preferential  claim  for  wages  due  to  the 
extent  of  three  months,  instead  of  one  month, 
as  provided  by  the  Act?  He  wished  to  point 
out  that  many  cases  of  great  hardship  hid 
come  under  his  notice  during  the  last  few 
months  in  connection  with  numerous  bank- 
ruptcy cases,  by  which  men  of  the  labouring  class 
had  lost  the  fruit  of  their  labour.  Under  "The 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Act,  1876,"  clerks  and 
domestic  servants  in  similar  cases  were  entitled  to 
preferential  claims  for  six  months'  wages,  bat  in 
the  cases  of  artisans  and  labourers  preferential 
claims  were  limited  to  one  month.  Nov,  he 
thought  that,  as  a  matter  of  equity,  it  would  not 
be  unreasonable  to  increase  the  period  from  one 
month  to  three  months. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Ghovemment  had  con- 
sidered this  subject,  and  were  of  opinion  that 
legislation  was  desirable  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated by  the  honorable  member.  It  was  ormd 
those  measures  they  proposed  to  take  up  as  soon 
as  their  measures  of  liberal  reform,  -which  were 
now  on  the  Order  Paper,  had  been  put  on  the 
Statute  Book. 

AUCKLAND  COAX  TRAFFIC. 

Mr.  WHYTE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Government  have  taken 
any  steps  towards  the  construction  of  coal  shoots 
at  the  railway  wharf,  Auckland,  and  the  wharf, 
Onehunga ;  and,  if  not,  do  they  intend  to  do  §0? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  District  En- 
gineer had  been  instructed  to  erect  coal  shoots 
at  the  Onehunga  Wharf  by  way  of  temporary 
accommodation  to  meet  the  requirements  of  that 
port.  Coal  shoots  would  be  used  both  at  One- 
hunga and  Auckland. 

QUEENSTOWN-ARROWTOWN  COMMU- 
NICATION. 

Mr.  FINN  asked  the  Government,  When  they 
intend  to  establish  a  daily  communication  be- 
tween Queenstown  and  Arrowtown  ?  He  wished 
to  point  out  to  the  Government  that  Arrowtown 
was  a  most  important  portion  of  his  district,  and 
was  distant  fourteen  mues  only  from  Queenstown, 
which  had  a  daily  mail  to  and  from  Dunedin. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  question  did  not  state 
whether  it  was  postal  or  passenger  communica* 
tion  the  honorable  aentleman  wished  established. 

Mr.  FINN  said  it  was  merely  postal  commu- 
nication. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  to  establish  coach  com- 
munication between  these  two  places  for  pas- 
senger accommodation  would  inTolve  considerable 
expense.  If  the  settlers  would  be  content  with 
additional  postal  communication  three  days  a 
week,  that  could  be  done  for  a  reasouable  sum 
of  money,  Tind  the  Government  would  attend  to 
the  matter. 

ARROWTOWN  SURVEY  OFFICE. 

Mr.  FINN  asked  the  Chjrernment,  If  they  in- 
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tend  to  open  a  surTej  office  at  Arrowtown  ?  There 
was  a  yery  large  population  at  Arrowtown  and 
its  neighbourhood,  and  it  was  considered  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  a  surrey  office  opened 
there. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that  facilities  would 
be  afforded  by  the  survey  maps  being  placed  in 
the  District  Land  Office,  where  erery  information 
could  be  obtained.  He  would  make  further  in- 
quiries into  the  matter,  and  gire  the  honorable 
gentleman  the  information  he  obtained. 

Mr.  FINN  said  that  hitherto  the  miners  had 
not  had  access  to  any  survey  maps  at  Arrowtown. 

TE  ARO  POST  AND  TELEaRAPH 
OFFICE. 

Mr.  LEVIN  asked  the  Postmaster-General,  If 
be  will  cause  a  sum  of  money  to  be  placed  on  the 
estimates  for  biulding  a  post  and  telegraph  office 
at  Te  Aro,  in  the  City  of  Wellington  ?  He  was 
prompted  to  ask  this  question  because  last  year 
a  sum  of  £1,500  was  voted  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  pott  and  telegraph  office  at  Te  Aro, 
but  no  such  building  had  been  erected.  It  was 
true  that  a  temporary  and  inconvenient  office  had 
been  opened  within  the  precincts  of  the  Armed 
Constabulary  Barracks,  but  the  situation  was  ob- 
jected to,  and  it  was  felt  that,  with  the  large  and 
increasing  population  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
town,  a  more  accessible  and  commodious  building 
was  required. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
quite  correct  in  stating  that  a  sum  was  placed  on 
tne  estimates  last  year  for  this  purpose,  but  was 
not  expended.  He  had  also  stated  fairly  that  a 
post  office  had  been  opened  at  Te  Aro;  that  it 
was  tolerably  well  placed,  being  in  the  centre  of 
the  district ;  that  it  was  not  so  convenient  an  office 
as  was  to  be  desired,  and  that  they  believed  further 
accommodation  should  be  furnished.  But,  look- 
ing to  the  yery  large  claims  which  had  already 
been  made  upon  the  public  funds  for  the  present 
financial  year,  and  to  the  necessity  for  economiz- 
ing expenditure  as  much  as  possible,  the  Go- 
yemment  had  been  compelled  to  conclude  that 
this  was  one  of  the  items  of  expenditure  that 
must  be  postponed  until  another  financial  year. 

LAND-TAX  ACT. 

Mr.  FINN  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
intend,  during  this  or  any  future  session,  to 
amend  or  repeal  "The  Land-Tax  Act,  1878"? 
He  might  stato  that  if  a  Bill  were  introduced  to 
repeal  "The  Land-Tax  Act,  1878,"  it  would  have 
his  support.  At  present  various  mining  com- 
panies in  his  district  were  severely  taxed  under 
It.  For  instance,  the  Tipperary  Company,  which 
had  only  commenced  active  operations  about 
eighteen  months,  and  only  occupied  seven  acres 
of  land,  was  taxed  on  £10,000.  He  considered 
this  a  great  injustice,  and  therefore  trusted  that 
the  Goyemment  would  take  immediate  steps  to 
amend,  if  not  to  repeal,  the  present  Land-Tax 
Act,  or,  at  all  events,  to  introduce  a  measure  ex- 
empting minine  property  from  this  taxation. 

Major  ATKINSON,  in  reply,  said  there  were 
several  matters  in  connection  with  the  Land-Tax 
Aot  which  required   consideration,    and    which 


were  now  under  consideration.  The  question  of 
whether  the  Gt)vemment  would  propose  to  repeal 
the  Act  during  this  or  any  future  session  was  one 
of  large  financial  policy.  He  hoped  at  the  end 
of  next  week,  or  the  beginning  of  the  week  after, 
to  submit  to  the  House  the  financial  proposals  of 
the  Goyemment,  and  then  he  would  deal  with 
this  question  of  the  land-tax. 

EAST  AND  WEST  RAILWAY,  MIDDLE 
ISLAND. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  Government,  If  it 
is  their  intention  to  take  any  steps  towards  a  new 
survey  for  the  East  and  West  Railway,  Middle 
Island  ?  His  constituents  were  very  anxious  to 
know  what  the  decided  opinions  of  the  present 
Government  were  respecting  this  particular  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  in  reply,  said  the  Government 
believed  that  further  surveys  would  be  required 
for  this  route,  and  they  had  the  matter  under 
consideration  at  the  present  moment. 

OAMARU  SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  will  make  provision  for  a  Supreme 
Court  sitting  at  Oamaru  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  found  that  the 
District  Court  sat  at  Oamaru  monthly  for  civil 
cases,  and  quarterly  for  criminal  cases.  At  pre- 
sent the  Government  did  not  consider  that  sittings 
of  the  Supreme  Court  were  called  for  at  Oamaru. 

S.  PHILLIPS. 
Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  Government  intend  to  give  eflfect 
to  the  report  of  the  PubUc  Petitions  Committee, 
made  last  session,  and  referred  by  this  House 
to  the  Government,  in  the  case  of  the  petition 
of  Samuel  Phillips  ?  This  question  had  already 
been  asked  three  times.  At  the  end  of  last 
session,  after  the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  was  brought  up,  he  asked  the  question 
of  the  late  Government,  but  he  did  not  then  ex- 
pect a  positive  answer,  because  the  report  had 
only  just  been  presented.  During  this  session 
the  honorable  member  for  Newton,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Petitions  Committee,  asked  the 
late  Government  the  same  question,  and  the  reply 
was,  that  they  had  not  yet  made  up  their  mind 
on  the  subject.  He  now  asked  the  present  Go- 
yemment, and  hoped  they  would  be  able  to  give 
a  definite  answer.  It  was  a  case  in  which  there 
was  a  grievance.  A  young  man  named  Phillips 
petitioned  the  House  in  regard  to  his  dismissal 
from  the  public  service.  He  was  brought  up  in 
the  service  of  the  colony,  having  been  employed 
in  the  photo-lithographic  department.  The  Com- 
mittee came  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  he 
had  been  unjustly  and  improperly  dismissed  from 
the  public  service.  It  was  not  usual  for  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  cases  of 
persons  dismissed  from  the  public  service  unless 
under  exceptional  circumstances ;  but  where  it 
appeared  that  public  officers  had  been  unjustly 
dismissed  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  had 
always  interfered  and  made  strong  recommenda- 
tions;  and  this  was  one  of  thiMC  cases.    The 
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petitioner  was  dismiBsed  on  tbe  alleged  ground 
of  obstructing  the  work  of  the  office,  owing  to  the 
appointment  of  a  new  head  officer  superior  to  him. 
In  the  inquiry  which  took  place  it  appeared  that 
he  was  an  efficient  officer,  that  he  performed  his 
work  thoroughly  and  well,  and  that  he  always 
carried  out  the  orders  giyen  to  him,  although 
it  was  stated  by  his  superior  officer  that  he  gene- 
rally obstructed  the  work  of  the  department. 
After  inquiry,  the  Committee  unanimously  con- 
cluded that  the  charges  against  him  were  not 
proTed — that  he  had  been  unjustly  removed  from 
the  service,  and  ought  to  be  restored.  Twelve 
months  had  now  elapsed  since  his  dismissal,  and 
of  course  he  had  suffered  considerable  pecuniary 
loss ;  and  the  Government  ought  at  once  to  say 
whether  they  intended  to  do  an  act  of  justice  in 
this  matter  or  not. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  yet  had  time  to  go  into  the  ques- 
tion. The  position  of  the  case,  as  he  found  it, 
was  this  :  His  predecessor  in  office  thought  there 
was  cause  for  asking  the  House  to  refer  the  case 
hack  to  the  Petitions  Committee,  and  there  was  a 
notice  of  motion  on  the  Paper  at  the  present  time 
for  that  purpose.  The  Government  considered  that 
the  case  at  present  was  in  a  very  unsatisfactory 
position,  and,  before  the  motion  he  had  referrtd 
to  came  on,  thoy  would  be  able  to  J^tate  to  the 
House  the  course  which  tlicy  considered  should 
be  taken  in  the  matter.  At  present  he  regretted 
that  he  had  not  had  time  to  go  into  the  case  and 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  it. 

WATER-RACES. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  will  cause  to  be  published  quart*  rly 
returns  showing  the  expenditure  on,  and  receipts 
from,  the  various  water- races  constructed  by  tlie 
Government  in  the  colony  ?  Tliis  qupption  was 
one  of  great  importance.  Ho  failed  to  see  why 
there  shonld  not  be  returns  from  water-races,  the 
same  as  there  were  from  other  sources  of  revenue. 
From  the  Appendix  attached  to  the  Public  Works 
Statement  it  would  be  seen  that  in  the  Middle 
Island  the  money  which  had  been  applied  to 
water-races  had  returned  a  larger  interest  than 
the  expenditure  on  any  other  public  works  in  the 
colony.  Such  being  the  case,  nnd  seeing  that 
honorable  members  nad  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  observing  the  advantages  that  were  derived 
from  the  construction  of  these  works,  he  brought 
the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Government, 
and  hoped  they  would  give  an  answer  in  the 
affirmative,  and  that  these  returns  would  be  pub- 
lished quarterly. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  cause  the  returns  to  bo  published  in 
the  manner  mentioned. 

GOLD  RETURNS. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  cause  to  be  published  quarterly  returns 
showing — (1)  The  amount  of  gold  produced  in  each 
riding  of  the  several  counties  in  which  are  situate 
proclaimed  gold  fields  j  (2)  return  showing  the 
amount  of  gold  produced  within  the  limits  of  the 
several  boroughs  in  which  are  also  situate  pro- 
Mr.  Kelly 


claimed  gold  fields  ;  and  (3)  whether  instrtictioiu 
will  be  given  to  Receivers  of  Gold  Fields  Rcre- 
nue  and  Gold  Duty  to  pay  direct  to  the  credii 
of  county  or  borough  funds  the  amounts  due  to 
them  from  the  aforesaid  sources  ?  With  regard 
to  the  first  question,  he  might  say  that  the  rari- 
ous  County  Councils  endeavoured  as  fairly  and  as 
equitably  as  thev  could  to  redistribute  the  revenue 
among  the  diflferent  ridings  from  which  it  was 
derived  ;  but,  as  they  had  at  present  no  means  of 
ascertaining  how  much  each  riding  contributed, 
it  was  difficult  to  make  a  perfectly  fair  division. 
In  reference  to  the  second  question,  he  might 
mention  that  boroughs  on  gold  fields  were  now 
drawing  gold-fields  revenue  in  the  shape  of  miners' 
rights  and  gold  duty.  The  gold  produced  outside 
boroughs  was  sometimes  sold  in  those  boroughs, 
which  received  all  the  revenue,  and  the  county 
got  none.  At  present  there  were  no  means  of 
ascertaining  how  far  this  injustice  had  been  car- 
ried  on  at  the  West  Coast.  As  to  the  third 
question,  seeing  that  the  revenue  referred  to  was 
local  revenue,  the  whole  of  which  went  to  the 
counties  and  boroughs,  he  thought  the  time  which 
was  occnpied  in  sending  it  to  Wellington  to  be 
returned  again  to  the  local  bodies  was  lost,  and 
that  the  present  plan  should  be  dispensed  with. 
The  revenue  might  be  paid  by  the  Receivers  of 
Revenue  into  the  local  office  of  the  borough  or 
county  entitled  to  receive  it. 

Major  ATKINSON,  in  regard  to  the  honor- 
able  gentleman's  first  question,  might  say  that  tbe 
Government  experiericed  very  great  difficulty  in 
getting  the  returns  from  the  counties  ;  and,  as 
tiie  law  stood  at  present,  it  would  be  quit«  imjHM- 
sible  to  get  them  from  the  ridings.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  in  many  cases  gold  dug  in  cue 
place  was  sold  in  another,  and  credit  given  to  the 
borough  in  which  it  was  sold  ;  but,  without  a 
very  stringent  luw,  compelling  the  buyers  to  make 
a  declaration  as  to  where  the  gold  was  mined,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  ascertain  more  accurately 
than  at  present  how  the  revenue  should  be 
allocated.  Whether  the  miners  would  not  think 
the  proposed  remedy  a  greater  grievance  than 
the  loss  of  duty  to  the  particular  locality,  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  say.  But  he  would  be 
very  happy  to  confer  with  the  Gold  Fields  mem- 
bers on  the  subject,  and  carry  out  the  view  they 
desired  to  see  adopted.  With  regard  to  the 
second  question,  the  Mayors  were  informed  regu- 
larly of  the  amount  of  duty  collected,  and  the 
sum  was  paid  over  to  them  once  a  month.  As 
far  as  he  was  at  present  advised,  there  would 
be  no  serious  objection  to  pay  the  amount  over 
direct  to  the  local  bodies  entitled  to  receive  it. 
He  would  look  into  that  matter ;  and,  if  he  found 
it  so,  he  would  give  directions  accordingly. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  inform  the  Colonial  Tret- 
surer  that,  at  the  request  of  the  county  authori- 
ties on  the  West  Coast,  the  banks  kept  books  in 
which  they  entered  the  purchases  made.  This 
was  quite  voluntary  on  their  part.  With  the  riew 
of  assisting  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  dealing  with 
this  matter,  he  would  suggest  the  followirg  me- 
thod :  That  it  shall  be  compulsory  for  all  gold- 
buyers  to  be  licensed,  and  that  they  should  ascer- 
tain by  inquiries  from  the  sellers  of  gold  the  dit- 
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trict  where  Buuh  gold  was  raised,  and  sach  gold- 
bujer  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  locality  where 
raised,  and  furnish  a  return  thereof  hy  sworn 
declaration  every  month  to  the  Collector  of 
Customs  at  the  nearest  shipping  port ;  also  that 
it  shall  be  compulsory  for  the  exporter  of  all  gold 
to  declare  in  what  county  or  borough  the  gold 
exported  by  liim  was  declared  to  have  been  pro- 
duced. Penalties  to  be  incurred  for  false  state- 
ments. The  fees  for  licenses  to  be  nominal ;  any 
person  purchasing  without  license  to  be  subject 
to  penalties.  He  might  say  that,  as  stated  by  the 
honorable  gentleman,  the  boroughs  did  receive 
this  revenue  direct,  but  tliat  the  counties  re- 
ceived it  second-hand  from  the  Government. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  would  require 
fresh  legislation,  and  he  should  be  happy  to  con- 
fer with  the  Gold  Fields  members  on  the  subject, 
with  a  view  to  see  whether  the  existing  law  could 
be  improved. 

COUNTIES  ACT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther it  is  their  intention  to  bring  in  a  Bill  this 
session  to  amend  the  Counties  Act  ?  To  his 
mind  this  was  a  question  of  more  importance 
than  the  Bills  they  had  heard  so  much  about 
during  the  past  few  weeks.  First  of  all,  an 
amendment  was  required  in  the  present  method 
of  raising  revenues:  next,  some  provision  was 
required  for  the  maintenance  of  main  roads  lead- 
ing through  boroughs,  the  traffic  upon  tthich 
roads  contributed  not  one  shilling  to  the  revenue 
of  those  boroughs  j  also,  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  main  arterial  roads  in  gold-fields 
counties  by  the  Government :  and,  thirdly,  a 
classification  of  the  counties  and  a  rearrangement 
of  subsidies  was  required,  so  that,  instead  of  being 
paid  upon  the  rateable  value  of  the  property 
within  their  boundaries,  the  gold-fields  counties 
should  be  paid  upon  the  gold  revenue  received 
by  them.  Then  there  was  another  matter  that 
pressed  heavily  upon  the  gold-fields  counties,  and 
that  was,  that  an  alien  who  paid  5s.  in  rates  was 
entitled  to  have  his  name  on  the  county  roll, 
and  it  was  compulsory  upon  the  Bevising  Officer 
to  put  it  there,  while  a  miner  who,  being  an 
alien,  paid  £1  per  annum  for  his  miner's  right, 
was  not  allowed  to  have  his  name  there.  There 
was  also  the  question  of  raising  revenue  for 
charitable  purposes.  The  people  on  the  gold 
fields  objected  to  the  present  method  of  raising 
revenue  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  were  in- 
clined to  the  imposition  of  a  hospital  rate,  so 
that  every  person  would  be  compelled  to  pay. 
This  was  a  matter  which  affected  the  local  bodies 
throughout  the  colony,  and  should  therefore  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  the  Government  in  any 
amendments  they  contemplated  making.  These 
were  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
put  the  question  on  the  Paper,  and  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  say  what  were  their  intentions 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  as  Chairman  of  a  county, 
he  sympathized  with  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
bis  desire  to  see  the  Counties  Act  amended.  The 
Government  were  of  opinion  that  it  required 
amendment  in  many  respects ;  but  it  was  one  of 


those  subjects  which  must  be  postponed  until  the 
Electoral  Bill  had  been  disposed  of. 

GOLD  EXPORTS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Govemmcjnt,  Whether 
they  will  lay  before  this  House  a  return  showing 
the  total  amount  of  gold  exported  (in  quantity 
and  value)  from  the  colony  up  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1879,  and  the  amount  of  gold  duty  paid 
thereon ;  also,  what  ports  the  said  gold  was  ex- 
ported or  shipped  from  ;  and,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, the  numbers  of  the  adult  male  population 
on  the  difierent  proclaimed  gold  fields,  averaged 
for  each  year  ?  Seeing  that  it  was  the  professed 
intention  of  the  Government  to  take  up  the  ques- 
tion of  the  incidence  of  taxation,  he  wished  to 
have  these  returns  laid  before  the  House  in  order 
to  show  the  amount  paid  under  this  special  tax 
by  this  class  of  colonists.  It  was  only  righi  that 
these  figures  should  be  before  them.  While  they 
were  making  these  liberal  laws  it  was  only  right 
that  they  should  pass  a  law  which  would  make 
taxation  fall  more  equally  than  it  did  at  present 
upon  the  gold  miners. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  find  all  the  information  he  reqidred, 
as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  obtain  it,  in  the 
published  documents.  The  information  asked 
for  in  the  first  part  of  the  question  was  given  on 
page  1,448  of  the  Gaztf/^«,  published  on  the  16th 
instant.  The  quarterly  returns  of  the  gold  ex- 
ported were  to  be  found  in  the  Gazette,  and  in 
the  Annual  Statistics.  As  to  the  average  number 
of  miners  on  the  gold  fields,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  give  the  information  required,  because 
the  Government  had  no  statistics  which  would 
give  the  number.  They  only  had  the  number  as 
shown  by  the  census,  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  find  at  page  78  of  the  Census  Re- 
turns. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  whether  he  was  to  under- 
stand that  it  was  too  much  trouble  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  give  instructions  to  the  Government 
officers  to  find  the  information,  and  that  he  was 
to  find  it  himself. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  it  hardly  fair  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  make  such  a  remark. 
If  the  House  desired  that  the  information — 
which  was  already  published  —  should  be  pub- 
lished in  another  form,  the  Government  would  be 
happy  to  have  that  done.  It  was  ordinarily  un- 
derstood that  if  the  information  furnished  was 
not  sufficient  the  Government  should  give  further 
information  if  it  were  obtainable. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  if  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer would  read  the  question  he  would  observe 
that  it  asked,  "  Whether  the  Government  would 
lay  before  the  House  a  return  showing  the  total 
amount  of  gold  exported."  It  would  take  him 
(Mr.  Seddon)  some  time  and  trouble  to  get  the 
particulars,  while  the  officers,  who  had  greater 
facilities  than  he  had,  could  get  them  with  less 
difficulty. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that,  if  he  understood 
it  to  be  the  desire  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  the  information  contained  in  the  Gazette 
should  be  placed  before  the  House  in  another 
form,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  doing  that. 
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He  bed  no  intention  of  being  diaoourteous  to  the 
honorable  gentleman ;  he  had  merelj  followed 
the  usual  custom  in  stating  that  the  information 
would  be  found  in  the  Gazette, 

DDNBDIN-CAVERSHAM  BRIDaE. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will  cause  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  placed  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  the  railway  bridge  on  the  main  road 
between  Dunedin  and  CaTersham,  and  making 
that  bridge  less  dangerous  and  better  adapted  for 
the  increasing  road  traffic  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  he  was  aware  of  the  incon- 
yenience  that  resulted  from  the  angle  at  which  the 
road  passes  under  the  railway  bridge.  He  found, 
however,  that  to  widen  the  bridge  would  cost 
oyer  £1,000,  while  to  alter  the  course  of  the  road 
under  the  bridge  would  only  cost  £100  or  £200. 
He  should  be  happy  to  confer  with  the  honorable 
gentleman,  and  see  whether  9ome  arrangement 
could  not  be  made  between  the  local  body  and 
the  Goyemment  in  order  to  effect  the  desired 
improyement. 

TRUST  FUNDS. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  he  would  lay  on  the  table  of  the  House 
a  return  showing  the  investments  of  the  trust 
funds  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  lay  the  return  on  the  table. 

NORTHERN  MAORI  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  BEETHAM,  before  the  Orders  of  the 
day  were  proceeded  with,  asked  Mr.  Speaker  to 
give  his  ruling  on  a  point  connected  with  the 
mode  of  procedure  to  be  adopted  in  the  cnse  of 
Mohi  Tawhai,  the  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District.  He  had  a  motion  dealing  with 
the  subject  on  the  Paper,  but,  as  it  might  be  some 
time  before  the  House  came  to  its  consideration, 
he  had  referred  to  May's  Parliamentary  Practice, 
and  it  seemed  clear,  from  that  authority,  that  the 
Question  should  come  up  before  the  Orders  of  the 
day,  eyen  though  it  was  an  adjourned  debate. 
He  would  quote  from  May  in  support  of  his  con- 
tention. At  page  252  would  be  found  this  pas- 
sage :— 

"  Where  the  question  is  bond  fide  one  of  priyi- 
lege,  the  House  will  at  once  entertain  it  before 
any  other  business.  This  ancient  rule  was  thus 
expressed  in  debate  by  an  eminent  authority: 
'Nothing  can  be  so  regular,  according  to  the 
practice  of  this  House,  as,  when  any  member 
brings  under  the  consideration  of  the  House  a 
breach  of  its  priyileges,  for  the  House  to  hear — 
nay,  to  hear  it  with  or  without  notice — ^whether 
any  question  is  or  is  not  before  it  j  and,  even  in 
the  midst  of  another  discussion,  if  a  member 
should  rise  to  complain  of  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House,  they  hare  always  instantly, 
heard  him.*  The  latter  part  of  this  statement, 
it  need  scarcely  be  said,  is  limiteil  to  breaches  of 
privilege  committed  during  a  discussion,  or  so 
immediately  before  it  that  no  earlier  opportunity 
of  making  a  compUunt  had  orisern." 
Major  Atkinson 


Again,  May  said, — 

"  When  such  a  question  is  not  at  onoe  disposed 
of,  but  a  future  day  is  appointed  for  its  considen- 
tion,  it  has  been  customvy  on  that  day  slso  to 
giye  it  priority." 

Many  other  similar  instances  were  given,  and 
May  went  on  to  say, — 

**  Where  debates  haye  been  adjourned  upon 
urgent  questions  of  privilege,  similar  preoedence 
has  been  given  to  the  adjourned  debates." 

He  wished  to  point  out  that  this  questbn,  re- 
lating as  it  did  to  the  disqualification  of  a  mem- 
ber, was  really  one  of  urgency.  He  also  uDde^ 
stood  that  the  honorable  gentleman  affected  had 
been  appointed  and  sworn  in  as  a  member  of  the 
Election  Committee  appointed  to  try  the  petitbn 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Gteorge  Grey  for  the 
CHty  of  Christchurch.  In  a  case  of  the  kind  it 
ought  at  onoe  to  be  decided  whether  Mr.  Mohi 
Tawluii  was  or  was  not  entitled  to  retain  his  seat 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  was  aware  that  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  competition  just  now  to  obtain  pre- 
cedence for  certain  notices  of  motion;  and  it 
was  his  duty  to  be  very  cautious  how  he  allowed 
precedence  to  any  motion.  There  was  a  roo- 
siderable  conflict  of  opinon  as  to  the  right  of 
motions  of  privilege  to  take  precedence.  He  1^ 
looked  carefully  into  the  matter.  It  was  true 
that  May  laid  down  the  rule  given  in  the  pattago 
quoted  by  the  honorable  member  ;  but  he  found 
these  observations  too,  in  May's  Pariiamentair 
Practice : — 

"  In  order  to  entitle  a  question  of  privily  to 
precedence,  it  must  refer  to  some  matter  whicfa 
has  recently  arisen,  which  directly  concerns  ibe 
privileges  of  the  House,  and  calls  for  its  present 
interposition." 

And,  ader  referring  to  casos  to  which  prece- 
dence hnd  been  given,  he  closes  his  remarks  on 
this  head  with  the  following  words : — 

"  But  in  some  other  cases  of  privilege,  of  a  lea 
urgent  character,  it  has  been  ruled  that  ad  joorosd 
debate*  wei^  not  entitled  to  precedence.'* 

Finding  that  the  rule  was  not  decisively  fixed 
in  this  text-book,  he  referred  then  to  a  well-known 
work  on  parliamentary  procedure,  The  Decisions 
of  Mr.  Speaker  Shaw  Le  Fevre,  and  he  found  the 
following  heading  to  one  of  these  decisions  : — 

"  When  a  question  of  privilege  has  been  ad- 
journed, on  its  renewal  it  is  not  entitled  to  prece- 
dence. Subjects  ought  not  to  be  introduced  as 
*  privilege '  which  can  be  discussed  without  inoon- 
venience,  in  the  ordinary  manner,  on  a  future 
day." 

It  was  in  reference  to  the  case  of  the  Bridport 
election.  A  member  asked  whether  he  oould  not 
bring  on,  as  a  matter  of  privilege,  the  question 
relating  to  that  borough,  and  a  petition  he  bad 
presented  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Speaker's  remarb 
were  as  follow  : — 

*'  It  certainly  is  not  such  a  matter  of  privilege 
as  entitles  it  to  precedence.  I  will  remind  the 
House  of  the  relative  strictness  with  which  the 
rule  as  to  privilege  is  enforced.  If  a  debate  on  s 
question  of  undoubted  privilege  be  adjourned,  on 
its  renewal  it  is  not  entitled  to  precedence.  I  an 
therefore  of  opinion  that,  acoording  to  the  letter 
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and  fpirit  of  the  rule  applied  to  such  eases,  the 
consideration  of  the  petition  regarding  Bridport 
is  not  to  be  held  a  matter  of  priyilege." 

That  was  exactly  what  they  had  here,  and  he 
could  not,  therefore,  disturb  the  arrangement  of 
the  Order  Paper. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  ELECTORS  BILL. 

Mr.  HALL. — Before  speaking  on  the  motion 
for  leave  to  introduce  this  Bill,  it  will  be  for  the 
convenience  of  the  House  that  I  should  state  the 
course  the  Goremment  propose  to  adopt  with 
regard  to  this  measure,  and  the  other  measures 
relating  to  electoral  reform.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  House  that  the  Gt>vernment, 
with  a  view  to  saving  the  public  time  and  pro- 
moting the  despatch  of  business,  made  various 
propositions  to  honorable  gentlemen  opposite. 
'We  proposed  in  the  first  place  to  take  the  debate 
on  the  no-confidence  motion  this  day,  if  in  the 
meantime  they  would  allow  business  to  go  on. 
Another  proposition  which  was  then  made  un- 
officially by  us  was,  that  we  should  have  a  special 
sitting  on  Monday  to  discuss  that  question.  Both 
those  proposals  have  been  rejected,  and  we  have 
therefore  practically  done  no  business  up  to  the 
present  time.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
Qovemment  think  they  have  exhausted  every 
means  of  conciliation  which  was  open  to  them, 
and  that  the  course  adopted  by  honorable  gentle- 
men opposite  does  not  afford  any  indication  of  the 
anxiety  of  those  honorable  gentlemen  to  pass  these 
important  Bills.  The  Q-ovemment,  therefore,  are 
not  prepared  to  allow  the  conduct  of  the^e  mea- 
sures to  pass  out  of  their  hands,  and  they  propose 
to  go  on  with  them  and  press  them  until  they 
are  placed  on  the  Statute  Book,  without  taking 
any  other  Government  business  in  the  meantime. 
We  believe  that  in  that  course  we  shall  be  follow- 
ing out  the  wishes  of  the  country  at  large.  We 
beliere  we  shall  be  supported  by  a  majority  of 
the  House;  and  we  are  confident  we  shall  be 
supported  by  the  voice  of  the  country.  That  ia 
an  explanation  which  I  thought  it  desirable  for 
the  House  to  receive  before  we  proceeded  to  dis- 
cuss this  measure  further. 

On  the  question,  That  the  question  be  now 
put, 

Mr.  HALL  said, — Sir,  before  that  question  is 
put,  I  wish  to  offer  a  few  remarks  to  the  House. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  I  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  reply  to  anything  said  on  the  question  of  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate ;  but,  as  I  take  that 
discussion  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  general 
debate,  probably  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  reply  to 
some  of  the  remarks  then  made.  Before  alluding 
to  the  general  question,  I  feel  bound  to  refer 
to  remarks  'that  fell  from  one  or  two  honorable 
members  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  especially 
to  those  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Sir  G.  Grey),  who  spoke  in  very  strong  language 
of  my  colleagues  and  myself ;  he  also  made  state- 
ments on  other  subjects,  which  I  shall  not  refer 
to  on  the  present  occasion,  but  which  I  shall 
take  another  opportunity  of  answering.  When 
I  sought  the  honor  of  obtaining  a  seat  in  this 
House,  for  the  District  of  Selwyn,  I  knew  I  ex- 
posed myself  to  the  risk  of  the  penonalities 


which  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  has 
thought  it  right  to  introduce  into  the  debates  of 
this  House,  and  to  the  kind  of  charges  which  it 
has  been  his  custom  to  bring  against  hoTtorable 
members  who  happen  to  hold  a  leading  position  in 
opposition  to  himself.  I  determined  when  I  took 
my  seat  that  nothing  of  that  kind  should  originate 
with  diyself ;  that  I  would,  as  far  as  possible, 
av(nd  anything  in  the  nature  of  unnecessary  per- 
sonal criticism ;  that  I  would  pursue  the  course 
that  used  to  be  pursued  in  this  House  for  many 
years,  of  endeavouring  to  concede  to  politick 
opponents  the  same  honest,  high-minded  motives 
we  claim  for  ourselves ;  and  this  House  is  my 
witness  that  I  have  adhered  to  that  resolution. 
In  speaking  on  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence 
in  the  late  Government,  I  abstained,  even  at  the 
cost  of  not  doing  justice  to  my  subject,  from  any 
unavoidable  allusion  to  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames.  But  I  regret  very  much  indeed 
that  the  course  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  adopted  renders  it  impossible  for  me  not  to 
reply  to  him  in  somewhat  the  same  strain— I  do 
not  eay  actually  the  same  strain,  but  somewhat  in 
the  same  strain — as  he  has  adopted.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  referred  to  a  subject  which  I  very 
much  regret  he  has  thought  it  ngbt  to  intsoduce 
into  the  House.  He  referred  to  the  conduct  qf 
His  Excellency  in  a  manner  in  which  the  conduct 
of  the  Governor  has  never  been  referred  to  in 
our  debates  except  by  the  honorable  gentleman. 
He  described  the  condition  attached  by  His  Ex- 
cellency to  the  granting  of  a  dissolution  last 
session  as  uuconstitutioiml,  because  that  condition 
was  that  no  contested  motions  were  to  be  intro- 
duced. But,  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  was, 
at  the  time  this  dissolution  was  granted,  and 
continued  for  some  time  afterwards,  the  consti- 
tutional Adviser  of  the  Governor.  He  was,  there* 
fore,  according  to  the  well-known  constitutional 
maxim,  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  Governor. 

Mr.  BROWN.— No. 

Mr.  HALL.-Did  I  hear  a  "  No  "  ? 

Mr.  BROWN.— No. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  Well,  there  is,  of  course,  no 
fathoming  the  depths  of  ignorance,  on  constitu- 
tional subjects,  which  some  honorable  members  of 
this  House  may  betray;  but  it  must  be  a  very 
great  depth  from  which  that  "No"  could  pro- 
ceed. To  say  that  the  constitutional  Adviser  of 
the  Crown — the  Responsible  Advber  of  the  Crown 
— is  not  responsible  for  every  act  of  administra- 
tion of  the  Crown  so  long  as  ne  remains  a  servant 
of  the  Crown — whether  the  Crown  is  guided  by 
his  advice  or  not  —  contradicts  every  accepted 
constitutional  doctrine  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  find  in  any  books  of  authority  on  the 
subject.  I  am  wasting  time  in  endeavouring  to 
establish  that  maxim  in  this  House.  It  lies  at 
the  root  of  our  system  of  parliamentary  govern- 
ment. Therefore  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  was  himself  responsible  for  that  very 
condition,  if  he  remained,  as  he  did,  the  Respon- 
sible Adviser  of  the  Crown ;  and  it  is  most  im- 
proper—  most  indecent — to  come  down  to  this 
House  afterwards,  and  com^ain  of  that  for  which 
he  himself  is  responsible.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man abo  stated  —  most  impfopeiiy^-that  the 
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members  of  the  present  Qt>TernmeQt  are  the 
personal  representatires  of  the  Governor  ;  and 
he  blamed  the  GK>Temor,  as  I  understood  him, 
for  not  haying  taken  or  asked  advice  of  himself, 
as  outgoing  Minister,  as  to  who  should  be  sent 
for  to  form  a  new  Gbremment.  I  understand 
hy  the  honorable  gentleman's  silence  that  I  did 
not  misunderstand  him. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— I  beg  that  nothing  may  be 
drawn  from  my  silence.     I  shall  reply. 

Mr.  HALL. — Well,  assuming  that  to  be  the 
honorable  gentleman's  contention,  as  it  was  so 
understood  on  this  side  of  the  House,  I  will,  in 
disproof  of  it,  quote  from  Todd  the  doctrine — 
which  is  the  accepted  doctrine — upon  this  subject. 
It  is  stated  in  Todd,  Vol.  I.,  p.  222,— 

"  It  is  now  univeraally  conceded  that  the  Prime 
Minister — as  the  Minister  in  whom  the  Crown 
has  placed  its  constitutional  confidence,  and  who 
is  responsible  to  his  Sovereign  for  the  government 
of  the  whole  Empire — should  be  the  free  and  un- 
biassed choice  of  the  Crown  itself.  .  .  .  A  re- 
tiring Minister  may,  if  requested  by  the  Sovereign, 
suggest  that  any  particular  statesman  should  be 
empowered  to  form  a  new  Administration ;  but 
such  advice  should  not  be  obtruded  upon  the  So- 
vereign unasked.  Being  debarred,  by  bis  own  re- 
jsignation  or  dismissal  from  office,  from  the  consti- 
tutional right  to  tender  advice  to  the  Crown,"  &c. 

The  same  authority  further  says, — 

"  Adverting  to  the  circumstances  attending  his 
resignation  of  office  in  1845,  Sir  Robert  Peel  said, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  ^  I  offered  no  opinion 
as  to  the  choice  of  a  successor.  That  it  almost 
the  only  act  which  is  the  personal  act  of  the 
Sovereign :  it  is  for  the  Sovereign  to  determine 
in  whom  her  confidence  shall  be  placed.'  " 

I  may  state,  further,  that  this  doctrine  is  very 
well  understood  and  acted  upon  in  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies — especially  in  New  South  Wales, 
the  oldest  of  the  Austrahan  Colonies — and  that  it 
was  acted  upon  by  the  honorable  gentleman  him- 
self when  Governor  of  this  colony.  The  honorable 
gentleman  will  not  say  "  No  "  to  that  statement. 
The  honorable  gentleman  will  not  stand  up  in  his 
place  and  assert  that,  when  he  was  Gt>vemor,  upon 
a  Minister  tendering  bis  resignation  he  always 
iuTited  that  Minister  to  state  whom  he  should  send 
for,  or  that  he  necessarily  accepted  that  Minister's 
advice.  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  it  is  the  con- 
stitutional right  of  the  Governor  to  send  for  whom 
he  pleases.  I  repeat,  it  is  a  most  improper  and 
indecent  thing  to  refer  to  the  present  occupants 
of  these  benches  as  the  personal  representatives 
of  the  Governor.  The  next  matter  I  shall  refer  to 
is  the  charge  he  made  against  myself,  in  reference 
to  my  resignation  of  my  seat  in  the  Legislative 
Council.  To  the  action  of  the  Governor  in  that 
respect  I  will  not  refer  now.  It  may  be  my  duty 
to  refer  to  it  on  a  future  occasion ;  but  I  would 
say  a  few  words  in  reference  to  myself.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  said  that  I  twice  broke 
faith  with  Her  Majesty.  That  is  a  serious  charge 
to  come  from  any  one,  more  especially  with 
reference  to  a  person  in  my  present  position. 
It  is  a  most  serious  charge  to  come  from  one 
who  for  so  many  years,  and  in  so  many  parts 
of  the  world,  hat   been  the  Representative  of 


the  Crown.  It  comes  with  a  weight  from  him 
with  which  it  would  come  from  no  other 
man  in  this  House,  and  he  should  not  inske 
that  charge  unless  he  has  most  ample  and  tub- 
stantial  grounds  for  doing  so.  What  does 
that  charge  amount  to  ?  He  says  that  there  is 
a  mutual  compact  between  the  Sovereign  and 
persons  appointed  to  the  Legislative  Council; 
that,  as  they  are  appointed  for  life,  they  are  to 
remain  there  for  life.  Now,  does  the  Constita- 
tion  Act  say  that?  On  the  contrary,  the  Con- 
stitution Act  distinctly  says  that  any  member 
of  the  Legislative  Council  may  resign  his  setl 
in  the  Council,  and  on  his  resignation  beinf 
accepted  by  the  Governor  he  ceases  to  be  s 
member  of  the  Council.  There  is  a  distinct  pro- 
vision, not  that  he  shall  remain  for  life  a  member 
of  the  Council,  but  for  his  ceasing  to  remain  a 
member  of  the  Council,  and  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  may  retire  from  it.  Therefore,  un- 
less that  provision  is  overruled  by  acknowledged 
authorities  upon  constitutional  practice,  I  saj 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  not  the  sligbteit 
foundation  for  his  charge  against  me.  In  the 
year  1867  I  resigned  my  seat  in  the  Council  for 
the  purpose  of  contesting  the  election  for  Heath- 
cote.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  then  Gorer 
nor  of  this  colony.  He  stated  the  other  nigbt 
that  he  was  not  aware  I  resigned  for  that  par- 
pose  :  that  is  not  the  point.  He  says  tliot  no 
person  has  a  right  to  resign  at  all ;  that  there  i$  a 
mutual  compact  between  the  Sovereign  and  the 
person  appointed  that  he  shall  remain  there  for 
life.  It  is  not  a  question  of  what  he  will  do 
after  his  resignation,  but  a  mutual  compact  be- 
tween the  parties  that  the  person  appointed  shall 
remain  in  the  Council  for  life.  The  honorable 
gentleman  was  in  1876  the  representative  of  the 
Crown.  The  House  no  sooner  met  after  the  elec- 
tions than  the  then  Government  was  displaced, 
and  I  was  appointed  by  Sir  George  Grey  to  be 
one  of  his  constitutional  Advisers.  Now,  if  what 
he  now  states  is  the  doctrine  he  held  all  along— 
if  it  is  a  surely -established  doctrine — does  it  not 
seem  passing  strange  that  the  Representatire  of  the 
Crown  never  in  any  way  hinted  to  myself,  or  to 
any  one  of  my  colleagues,  either  at  that  time  or 
during  the  years  I  sat  at  his  Council  board,  that  I 
had  broken  faith  with  Her  Majesty  upon  this  eub- 
ject  ?  Does  it  not  seem  perfectly  incredible  that 
the  representative  of  the  Crown  failed  to  give  the 
slightest  hint  to  me  that  I  had  committed  sneh 
an  impropriety  as  that  with  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  now  charges  me  ?  The  honorable 
gentleman  says  he  did  not  know  that  I  was  going 
to  contest  the  election  for  Heathoote.  Of  course 
it  is  possible  he  might  not  have  known  this.  But 
I  know  that  that  was  the  hardest  election  I  er^ 
fought.  It  lasted  three  nK>nths.  The  House  «s> 
prorogued  at  the  ordinary  time,  and  the  contest 
commenced  almost  immediately.  I  did  not  reiiga 
my  seat  until  the  eve  of  the  election,  on  the  23rd 
February,  and  the  election  took  place  on  the  W 
March.  But  this  is  not  alL  I  am  not  the  onlj 
one  who  has  acted  in  this  manner.  The  honorable 
gentleman  now  takes  it  upon  himself  to  U^zDe 
His  Excellency  for  having  accepted  my  resigna- 
tion as  a  member  of  the  Le^slative  Council 
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What  did  the  hoDorablo  gentleman  do  when  he 
^as  GoTemor  of  the  colony  ?    "Was  mine  the 
only  resignation   he  accepted  ?     I   hold  in  my 
hand  a  list  of  the  members  whose  resignations 
were  accepted   during   the  time   the  honorable 
gentleman  was  Gorernor  of  this  colony.     I  think 
there  were  no  fewer  than  nine  resignations  ac- 
cepted by  the  honorable  gentleman.     Mr.  James 
Richmond  not  only  resigned  his  seat    in    the 
Legislatire  Council  for  the  purpose  of  contesting 
a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the 
same  time  as  myself,  but  he  actually  did  not 
resign  bis  seat  in  the  Legi»latiTe  Council  until 
after   ho  had  been  elected.     Now,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  cannot  contend  that  he  did  not 
know  that  Mr.  Richmond  was  coming  into  the 
House,    because    he   had  actually  been   elected 
to  the  House  before  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
Council,   and  before    the    honorable  gentleman 
accepted  his  resignation.     The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  got  into  the  habit  of  sweeping  aside  old- 
established  constitutional  maxims  whenever  they 
happen  to  stand  in  his  way,  and  of  inventing  new 
ones  when  he  thinks  they  happen  to  suit  his  pur- 
pose.    I  contend  that  there  never  was  a  constitu- 
tional doctrine  more  entirely  unfounded — I  may 
say  more  utterly  absurd — than  the  one  which  he 
has  invented  for  the  purpose  of  this  particular 
occasion.    Then,  the  honorable  gentleman  went  on 
to  speak  in  very  offensive  terms  of  myself  as  the 
head  of  the  Canterbury  land  ring,  which  had  made 
laws  to  keep  the  people  out  of  tiieir  lands.     Now, 
Sir,  he  is  the' only  honorable  member  from  whom 
we  have  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  a  Canterbury 
land  ring.    The  Canterbury  lands  have  boon  open 
for   sale,   with  the  exception  of  very  fractional 
portions,  for  free  selection,  at  £2  an  acre,  and 
every  man  who  has  bought  land  there  has  paid  £2 
an  acre  for  it.     For  eveiy  acre  I  bought  I  paid 
£2,  and  very  dear  at  the  price  a  great  deal  of 
it  was.     The  honorable  gentleman  says  wo  are 
land  monopolists,  and  so  on.     I  ask  honorable 
members  to  look  at  the  statistics  of  the  colony, 
and  they  will  find  that,  in  proportion  to  area,  in 
the  District  of  Canterbury  there  are  fewer  large 
estates  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony  ;  that 
the  average  size  of  the  holdings  on  the  whole  is 
less ;  and  that  the  amount  of  land  brought  under 
cultivation  is  larger  in  proportion  to  that  pur- 
chased than  in  any  other  part  of  the   colony. 
Tested,  therefore,  by  their  results  —  tested  by 
the   extent   to    which   they   have  attained  the 
great  object  of  land   laws,  namely,   promoting 
the  beneficial  occupation  of  the  land  —  I  con- 
tend,  without  fear   of  contradiction,   that  the 
Canterbury  land  laws  have  been  the  most  suc- 
cessful iu  the  colony.     I   admit   that  in  some 
parts  of  Canterbury  there  are  exceptions  to  the 
rule.      When   the   Canterbury  Association   was 
founded,  it  had  given  to  it  authority  over  what 
was  called  the  Canterbury  Block — that  is,  what 
is   now  the  central  portion  of  the  District  of 
Canterbury.    To  the  north  and  south  of  that, 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  district,  there  are 
considerable  tracts  of  land  which  were  not  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Canterbury  Association. 
When  the  Constitution  Act  waa  introduced,  the 
Canterbury  Association  was  still  in  existence.    A 
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clause  was  introduced  into  the  Constitution  Act 
providing  that  the  power  of  the  Queen  to  make 
land  laws  and  regulations  might  be  delegated  to 
the  Governor ;  and  this  was  done.  The  central 
portion  of  Canterbury  was,  however,  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  honorable  gentleman's 
law-making  power.  What  was  the  result  ?  Tho 
honorable  gentleman,  before  he  left  the  colony, 
made  laws  for  the  sale  and  disposal  of  the  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown  in  New  Zealand ;  but  those 
laws  did  not  extend  to  Canterbury.  The  people 
of  Canterbury  availed  themselves  of  the  clause 
in  the  Constitution  Act  to  prevent  those  regula- 
tions of  the  Governor's  being  introduced.  At 
the  first  election  for  Superintendent  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Canterbury  that  question  was  fought 
out  —  whether  we  should  maintain  what  was 
then  called  tho  "sufficient  price"  for  land,  op 
introduce  Sir  George  Grey's  land  regulations. 
The  candidate  who  supported  the  retention  of  tho 
"  sufficient  price,"  and  the  exclusion  of  Sir  George 
Grey's  regulations,  was  elected  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. The  consequence  was,  that  a  large  and 
central  part  of  Canterbury  was  saved  from  those 
regulations.  Well,  now,  what  was  the  result  ? 
Under  Sir  George  Grey's  regulations  land  was  sold 
at  5s.  or  lOs.  an  acre.  The  only  large  and  valu- 
able estates  bought  at  a  low  price  in  Canterbury 
have  been  bought  outside  the  Canterbury  Block, 
under  Sir  George  Grey's  regulations.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  referred  to  the  County  of  Cheviot 
the  other  night,  and  said  that  it  was  a  county 
in  possession  of  three  landholders.  That  may  be 
true.  The  largest  of  those  landowners  possesses 
a  princely  property,  which  he  obtained  at  an 
average  of  7s.  6d.  an  acre.  I  have  been  in- 
formed, and  I  am  authorized  to  state,  that  that 
gentleman  was  in  South  Australia  when  these 
land  regtdations  were  issued.  Finding  that  he 
could  not  there  buy  large  blocks  of  land,  as  soon 
as  he  saw  these  regulations  of  Sir  George  Grey's  he 
said,  "  New  Zealand  is  the  place  for  me  to  go  to 
now."  It  was  these  regulations  which  brought 
him  to  this  colony,  and  it  was  under  them  that 
he  obtained  80,000  acres  of  very  good  land  at 
7s.  6d.  an  acre.  Ho  endeavoured  to  obtain  land 
within  the  Canterbury  Block,  in  which  the  price 
of  land  was  £2  an  acre.  He  made  a  proposal  to 
the  provincial  authoiilies — I  was  then  a  member 
of  the  Provincial  Council — a  proposal  to  give  us 
20s.  an  acre  for  20,000  acres  of  land.  Although 
we  were  very  poor,  and  wanted  money  for  roads 
and  bridges  and  a  variety  of  purposes,  we  would 
not  sell  20,000  acres  of  land  for  £20,000 ;  wo 
refused  the  offer.  We  said,  "No:  that  will  not 
conduce  to  the  beneficial  occupation  of  the  land. 
We  will  keep  our  price  at  £2  an  acre."  Then 
that  gentleman  went  outside  the  Canterbury  Dis- 
trict, and  took  the  benefit  of  Sir  George  Grey's 
regulations.  For  less  than  £20,000  he  obtained, 
not  20,000  acres,  but  80,000  acres  of  very  good 
land.  And  yet  the  honorable  member  comes 
here  and  has,  I  must  say,  the  audacity  to  assert 
that  we  have  made  laws  for  giving  persons  large 
estates — that  we  have  favoured  land  monopoly. 
If  there  is  one  man  more  than  another,  in  tho 
whole  history  of  this  colony,  who  has  acted  so 
as  to  favour  the  obtaining  of  large  estates  at 
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low  prices,  it  is  tlie  honorable  gentleman  himself. 
The  honorable  gentleman  sajs  tiiis  Ministry  is  a 
GoTemment  that  favours  a  landed  aristocracy,  and 
BO  on.  I  ask  honorable  gentlemen  to  look  at  the 
members  of  this  GoTcrnment.  Who  are  they? 
My  honorable  friends  tlie  Minister  of  Lands,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  and  the  Native  Minister — the 
greater  part  of  them  are  simply  farmers.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  pays  he  never  bought 
an  acre  of  Crown  land  in  his  life.  The  others 
I  have  mentioned  are  hardworking  farmers :  they 
belong  to  a  class  formerly  called  "cockatoos." 
They  are  a  Ministry  of  cockatoos,  if  they  are 
anything.  It  is  perfectly  absurd  to  say  we  are 
a  landed  aristocracy.  With  regard  to  myself,  I 
think  I  can  afford  to  treat  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's charges  very  lightly.  I  will  say  no  more  j  I 
will  not  indulge  in  strong  language.  I  have  lived 
and  laboured  m  the  Province  of  Canterbury  now 
for  five-and-twenty  years,  and  my  actions  have 
been  before  the  pubhc  there.  My  works  and 
mj  faults — which  God  knows  have  been  many — 
have  always  been  before  the  public;  and  I  can 
appeal  to  the  people  whether  I  am  chargeable 
with  one  scintilla  of  the  crimes  which  the  honor- 
able member  has  laid  to  my  charge.  They  are 
base  slanders.  I  have  no  reason  whatever  to 
regret — I  have  no  reason  whatever  to  complain 
of^the  manner  in  which  the  people  of  Canter- 
bury liave  treated  me.  They  have  crowded  upon 
roe  every  local  office  which  I  could  fill.  Honor- 
able gentlemen  from  Canterbury  on  the  Oppo- 
sition benches  know  that,  and  will  not  deny  it. 
If  I  had  committed  all  the  wrongs  the  honorable 
gentleman  says  I  have  done — if  my  five-and-twenty 
years*  career  has  been  such  as  he  describes — 
does  he  think  the  intelligent  people  of  Canterbury 
would  have  treated  mo  as  they  have  done  ?  No  j 
it  is  a  slander.  Wo  shall  have  these  slanders 
repeated  again  and  again,  but  I  shall  always  treat 
them  with  the  contempt  they  deserve.  I  feel  that 
great  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the  honorable 
gentleman,  who  stands  at  the  present  time  in  a 
very  unenviable  position.  I  will  say  as  litkle  as 
I  can  about  that  position.  No  man  ever  came 
into  any  deliberative  Assembly  with  greater  oppor- 
tunities for  acquiring  a  name,  for  being  largely 
useful,  and  for  doing  good  to  his  fellow-men.  He 
came  with  the  prestige  of  long  and  dii^tiuguished 
public  services ;  ho  came  with  an  influence — a 
ready-made  influence — over  his  fellow-men  which 
very  few  possess ;  he  came  with  the  abundant 
leisure  which  ample  means  bestow  ;  he  had  not 
the  hard  work  to  do  which  we  farmers  have  to 
perform,  and  had  not  to  engage  in  the  employ- 
ments which  take  up  our  time ;  he  came  gifted 
with  an  eloquence  such  as  few  mortals  possess ; 
and,  after  four  years  in  Parliament  and  two  years 
in  power  as  Prime  Minister,  what  is  the  position 
in  which  the  honorable  gentleman  finds  himself? 
He  is  deposed.  But  is  he  deposed  by  his  oppo- 
nents? To  have  fallen  in  a  fair  fight,  and  to 
be  deposed  from  power  by  political  opponents 
differing  from  him  in  principles,  is  no  inglorious 
fall.  But  to  be  deposed  by,  and  at  the  hands  of, 
true  and  faithful  friends — at  the  hands  of  those 
who  have  been  working  for  the  same  principles, 
who  have  been  associated  with  him  during  these 
Mr.  Sail 


years  —  to  be  told  by  them  that  their  cause 
is  ruined  unless  he  retires — that  is  humiliation 
indeed.  The  honorable  gentleman  says  now  that 
his  task  is  done — ^his  work  is  done ;  he  has  borne 
tribute  to  the  liberality  of  our  measures ;  be  is 
relegated  to  obscurity  as  a  political  outcast.  For 
these  reasons  I  make  great  allowance  for  the 
position  in  which  the  honorable  gentleman  ii 
placed.  I  can  conceive  no  circumstance  which 
could  make  that  defeat  more  humiliating  than 
the  fact  that  the  relegation  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  obscurity  as  a  political  outcast  is 
the  act  of  his  own  friends  and  supporters.  Sir, 
I  now  turn  most  gladly  from  an  unwelcome  task. 
It  is  one  I  would  have  gladly  avoided,  but  it  was 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  imposed  it  upon  me. 
I  see  opposite  me  the  honorable  member  for  Don- 
stan.  1  am  very  sorry,  considering  the  friendly 
relations  which  existed  between  us  until  a  ytrj 
recent  period,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  should 
have  thought  it  necessary,  not  merely  to  vote 
against  us,  but  to  speak  against  us  in  the  severe 
terms  which  he  thought  right  to  employ.  The 
honorable  gentleman  denounced  us  with  unmea- 
sured severity.  He  went  the  length  of  accasiog 
U8  of  having  stolen  the  family  plate — plate  wilh 
the  crest  of  Sir  George  Grey  upon  it ;  but  before 
he  got  ten  words  further  he  described  it  as  Brum- 
magem plate.  I  can  assure  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  these  Liberal  measures  are  not  stolen— 
they  are  not  Brummagem  ;  they  are  our  own 
measures — they  are  the  genuine  and  sterling  ar- 
ticle. We  mean  to  cdrry  these  measures ;  we 
mean  to  let  tlie  country  have  the  benefit  of  them, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  be  gladly  accepted 
by  the  people.  One  of  his  charges  against  the 
present  Government  is,  that  it  contains  so  large 
an  element  of  the  *'  continuous  Ministry,"  whidi 
so  long  unsuccessfully  administered  the  afiairs  of 
this  colony.  Well,  it  is  passing  strange  that  such  a 
statement  should  come  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. From  what  I  recollect  of  the  liistoiy  of 
this  House,  that  "  continuous  Ministry  "  had  the 
advantage  not  only  of  the  vote  of  the  honorable 
gentleman — not  only  of  his  general  support — but 
it  had  the  advantage  of  the  active  exertions  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  as  *'  whip"  until  a  short 
time  before  its  fall.  Under  these  circumstances, 
there  has  taken  place  a  revolution  in  the  opinions 
of  my  honorable  friend  which  it  is  somewhat  dif- 
ficult to  account  for. 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  was  behind  the  scenes. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  do  not  think  that  mends  the 
case.  Docs  he  mean  to  say  that  he  supported 
behind  the  scenes  a  Ministry  which  he  believes 
ought  not  to  be  supported  at  all  ?  We  feel  the 
honorable  gentleman's  censure  mu<$h,  because  we 
know  the  purity  and  brightness  of  the  patriotic 
flame  which  burns  in  his  breast,  and  the  unwearied 
unselfishness  with  which  he  has  laboured  in  this 
House.  He  wound  up  his  speech  by  saying  that 
we  sat  here  "  ignominious,  but  contented."  The 
honorable  gentleman's  allusion  was  rather  lmfo^ 
tunate.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  not  a  correct 
quotation,  because  the  real  words  of  the  famous 
orator  are,  "They  sit  infamous  and  contented 
imder  the  grateful  shadow  of  an  impending  pen* 
sion." 
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Mr.  PYKE.  —  The  whole  tnith  should  not 
alwajs  bo  told. 

Mr.  HALL.— Well,  we  will  tell  the  truth.  The 
honorable  gentleman  recently  crossed  the  floor  of 
this  House.  As  he  did  so  I  thought  I  saw  a 
shadow  of  a  Ministerial  portfolio  hovering  over 
hioiy  and  as  he  took  his  seat  the  shadow  of  this 
Ministerial  portfolio  settled  ou  his  head;  and  I 
thought  to  myself,  Yes,  there  he  sits — shall  I 
say  infamous  ?— infamous,  and  contented  under 
the  grateful  shadow  of  an  impending  portfolio. 
Then,  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  wound  up  his 
glowing  peroration  with  the  words,  "  Where  are 
the  scandals  that  were  to  be  raked  up?  We  have 
heard  nothing  of  them."  I  will  tell  the  honorable 
gentleman  where  the  scandals  are.  When  the 
next  Ministry  is  formed,  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  a  member  of  that  Ministry,  there  will  be 
the  scandal.     The  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 

City  (Mr.  Stewart) 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.  — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  was  unwilling  to  interrupt  the  honor- 
able gentleman  sooner ;  but  I  understand  that  the 
debate  which  was  spoken  to  the  other  night  was 
on  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  The  Minister 
of  Lands  wound  it  up  and  spoke  in  defence  of 
the  Government,  on  the  ground  that  the  Premier 
could  not  reply.  This  is  not  a  continuation  of 
the  debate  in  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  spoke,  any  more 
than  it  is  a  continuation  of  the  debate  in  which 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G. 
Grey)  and  the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan 
spoke.  Tlie  Minister  of  Lands,  when  he  got  up, 
said  the  honorable  member  for  tlio  Thames  (Sir 
G.  Grey)  always  took  the  opportunity  of  speaking 
when  his  adversary  could  not  reply.  I  was  quite 
aware  that  the  other  honorable  members,  as  well 
ns  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Stewart),  could  defend  themselves;  but  this  will 
open  up  a  debate  all  round. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— My  recollection  of  the 
matter  is  this :  that  the  Minister  of  Lands  said 
the  Premier  could  not  speak  then  without  losing 
his  right  of  reply ;  and  I  understand  that  after 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  finished  his  present 
speech  he  will  not  have  the  right  of  reply. 

Mr.  PYKE.— I  have  not  the  slightest  desire  to 
interrupt  the  Premier ;  but,  if  1  had  chosen  to 
do  so,  1  might  have  called  your  attention,  Sir,  to 
the  fact  that  in  his  remarks  in  the  present  debate 
he  is  referring  to  an  entirely  ditferent  debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  was  not  aware  that  the 
Premier  was  referring  to  another  debate ;  I 
thought  it  was  the  same  debate.  Of  course,  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  referring  to  s  dif- 
ferent debate,  he  will  not  be  in  order  in  con- 
tinuing his  remarks  in  that  direction.  I  should 
have  checked  him,  but  I  thought  it  was  the  same 
debate. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  asked  you.  Sir,  before  I  rose, 
whether  I  should  be  at  liberty  to  refer  to  remarks 
made  in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  because  those  remarks  were 
all  directed  to  this  one  subject  of  the  passing  of 
the  Electoral  Bill ;  and  I  understood  I  was  in 
order  in  referring  to  those  remarks.  The  debate 
has  been  a  somewhat  irregular  one.    The  whole 


of  the  speeches  have  really  had  reference  to  this 
one  subject,  and  it  has  been  practically  one  debate. 
I  was  about  to  reply  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City — not  at  all,  I  assure  the  honorable 
gentleman,  in  an  unpleasant  manner — but  I  sub- 
mit myself  to  your  ruling.  Sir,  whether  I  am  at 
liberty  to  refer  to  this. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  I  understood  the  Premier 
to  ask  mo  whether,  having  spoken  on  the  pro- 
posed adjournment  of  the  debate  on  *'the  pre- 
vious question,"  he  would  now  be  at  liberty  to 
speak  to  the  main  question;  and  I  signified  my 
acquiescence  in  that  course.  The  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  has 
not  spoken  in  this  debate,  and  you  cannot  refer 
to  any  remarks  he  made  during  a  previous  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentleman  raised 
the  question — and  I  am  very  glad  he  has  given 
mo  an  opportunity  of  referring  to  it — whether  I 
ought  not  to  have  endeavoured  to  bring  about 
a  coalition.  He  said,  and  I  took  that  as  his  jus- 
tiGcation 

Mr.  STEWART.— Reconstruction. 

Mr.  HALL. — Do^s  the  honorable  gentleman 
mean  a  reconstruction  without  a  coaUtion — a  re- 
construction from  the  side  of  the  House  against 
which  the  vote  of  no-confidence  was  directed? 
Surely  he  did  not  mean  that ;  and  I  do  not  think 
that  would  have  suited  my  honorable  friend. 
That  has  been  the  cry — that  has  been  the  only 
shred  of  an  argument  against  the  present  Go- 
vernment— that  the  Ministry  is  not  constituted 
as  the  House  intended  it  to  bo  constituted.  If 
my  resolution  had  been  passed  without  any  sig- 
nificant declaration  from  these  benches,  there 
might  be  something  in  that  argument;  but 
honorable  members  will  recollect  that  when  the 
late  Minister  for  Native  Affairs  spoke — and  he 
spoke  last  in  debate — he  declared,  not  once  or 
twice,  but  over  and  over  again,  that  no  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  would  consent  to  any 
coalition,  and  that  if  a  Government  had  to  be 
constructed  it  must  bo  constructed  out  of  tho 
ranks  of  the  Opposition.  That  was  the  warn- 
ing the  honorable  gentleman  gave  us ;  that  was 
tho  argument  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  induce 
honorable  members  not  to  vote  for  my  motion : 
that  wo  should  be  thrown  entirely — to  use  his  own 
words  —  upon  oiir  own  resources.  Therefore  I 
think  there  could  have  been  no  mistake,  on  the 
part  of  any  honorable  gentleman  who  voted  for 
my  resolution,  as  to  its  meaning  and  as  to  its 
effect.  Immediately  after  that,  with  those  words 
ringing  in  our  ears,  we  went  to  a  division,  carried 
the  resolution,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  voted  for  it.  There- 
fore I  say  the  honorable  gentleman  is  guilty  of 
the  grossest  inconsistency  when  he  now  comes 
down  and  condemns  us  for  not  having  done  what 
it  was  understood  at  the  time  wo  were  not  to 
attempt.  I  am  anxious  to  put  this  point  clearly, 
because  that  is  really  the  only  argument  iu 
favour  of  the  proposed  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers.  I  may  say.  Sir, 
that  when  I  gave  notice  of  the  no-confidence 
motion  I  did  hope  for  the  co-operation  of 
members   not   entirely  of   our  own    party.     I 
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believe  that  that  would  hare  been  a  good  thing 
for  the  colony.  What  we  want  at  the  present 
time  is  a  strong  Government ;  and  I  did  hope 
that  honorable  gentlemen  would  have  risen  above 
party  considerations  —  no,  I  cannot  coll  them 
party  considerations,  because  they  are  not  really 
party  considerations  —  and  liavo  been  willing  to 
do  that  which  I  believe  the  good  of  the  colony 
called  them  to  do.  What  is  the  position  of 
parties  in  this  House  at  the  present  time  ?  We 
have  on  the  one  side  a  largo  and  compact  party 
supporting  the  Government,  who  are  one  in  spirit, 
one  in  mind,  one  in  action.  We  have  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  two  parties.  An  honor- 
able gentleman  near  me  says  "  Tiiree.'*  I  do  nut 
think  there  are  quite  so  many  as  that,  although 
there  may,  perlmps,  be  a  middle  party.  I  cull 
the  party  on  our  side  the  independent  Liberal 
party — the  party  of  independent  Liberals.  Wo 
are  not  dependent  iipon  anybody.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  House  are  two  parties :  one  which, 
without  ofTence,  I  may  call  "  Greyites  " — those 
who  follow,  and  have  been  elected  by  tlie  influence 
of,  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir 
G.  Groj).  Combined  with  them  at  present  are 
the  party  who  were  not  elected  by  the  influence  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  and  who  call  themselves 
Liberals,  but  whom  I  must,  in  contradistinction 
to  ourselves,  call  the  "  dependent "  Liberals.  Tliey 
are  entirely  dependent  on  Sir  George  Grey. 
They  cannot  move  hand  or  foot  without  him. 
If  they  come  into  oflice,  they  will  owe  every  day 
and  hour  of  their  political  existence  to  his  support 
and  toleration.  They  are  emphatically  "  depend- 
ent "  Liberals.  We  have,  on  the  one  side  then, 
independent  Liberals,  and  on  the  other  side  a 
combination  of  two  parties  —  "Greyites"  and 
dependent  Liberals.  JN'ow,  the  two  sides  of  the 
House  are  about  evenly  divided. 

Hon.  Members. — "No."     "  Vote." 

Mr.  HALL. — I  believe  that  when  we  go  to  a 
Tote  we  shall  have  a  majority.  Of  thiu  I  am 
sure,  that  we  have  a  majority  in  the  country. 
The  honorable  gentlemen  must  not  lay  the  flatter- 
ing unction  to  their  souls  that  wo  have  not  a 
majority  in  the  country,  because  we  have. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Try  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  The  country  has  just  gone 
through  the  turmoil  of  a  general  election.  We 
have  no  wish  to  subject  it  again  to  that  incon- 
venience, if  the  government  of  the  country 
can  be  well  carried  on  without  it.  The  good 
government  of  the  coimtry,  however,  is  superior 
to  every  consideration.  Therefore  I  believe  it 
would  have  been  well  if  the  dependent  Liberals 
—  between  whom  and  ourselves  I  cannot  dis- 
cover, from  speeches  or  writings  or  anything 
else,  any  real,  bond  fide  differences  of  political 
principle  —  it  would  have  been  well  if  they 
had  shaken  themselyes  free  from  the  trammels 
of  a  combination  in  which  they  happened  to 
be  entangled,  and  had  assisted  us  —  or  allowed 
us  to  assist  them,  I  do  not  care  which  —  and 
given  themselves  the  benefit  of  independence : 
released  themselves  from  the  dependent  position 
in  which  they  now  are,  and  allowed  a  sufiuieut 
number  to  come  over  to  enable  us  to  form  a 
strong  Government.  That  was  the  view  with 
Mr,  Hall 


which  we  proposed  the  motion  of  no-confidenoe 
in  the  terms  in  which  it  was  tabled.  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  that.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  that 
in  proposing  to  make  that  concession  we  were 
doing  what  honest  and  patriotic  men  had  a  per- 
fect right  to  do,  and  1  am  tqjj  sorry  indeed  that 
the  opportunity  has  been  lost.  Now,  Sir,  I  am 
rather  in  a  difliculty,  because  I  do  not  know  what 
arguments  are  going  to  be  brought  against  this 
Government.  As  no  arguments  have  yet  been 
brought  forward,  I  will  go  a  little  further  into  the 
question  of  why  the  Government  should  not  be 
displaced.  I  will  point  out  what  the  result  of 
the  displacement  of  the  present  Government 
would  be.  It  would  practically  mean  a  restora- 
tion of  the  old  Government. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable  gentleman 
goes  into  the  question  of  the  no-confidence  motion 
every  other  honorable  member  will  be  entitled 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  HALL.— Then  I  will  not  go  into  it.  Sir. 

Mr.  GISBORNE. — Let  the  motion  come  on, 
and  then  you  can  go  into  it. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  will  say  very  little  more.  With 
regard  to  those  measures  which  are  now  before 
the  House,  I  will  say  only  that  they  are  moderate 
measure.^,  put  into  a  thoroughly  practical  form. 
Honorable  gentlemen  opposite  have  not  only  not 
condemned  them,  but,  so  far  as  they  have  spoken, 
have  expressed  their  approval  of  them  :  the 
late  Prime  Minister  himself  said  his  task  was 
now  done.  These  measures  are  before  the  Hou*e 
and  before  the  country.  These  ni*e  the  measures 
which  it  is  said  the  country  has  been  sighing  for. 
'Hiey  are  submitted  to  the  House  for  approval. 
Now,  I  ask  gentlemen  who  really  are  sincere 
in  their  liberal  professions — I  ask  those  mem- 
bers who  think  it  is  an  evil  thing  for  the  country 
to  have  this  source  of  agitation  constantly  dangled 
before  it — I  ask  those  honorable  members  who 
deplore  the  manner  in  which  the  late  Govern- 
ment has  dealt  with  these  measures,  and  pre- 
vented their  being  in  operation  at  the  present 
time — I  ask  those  honorable  members  who  fear 
that  in  the  event  of  further  struggles  for  place 
and  power  tlipso  liberal  measures  may  be  lost — I 
ask  those  honorable  members  who  think  that  the 
peace,  order,  and  good  government  of  the  country 
are  of  more  importance  than  mei*o  struggles  for 
power  and  place — not  to  allow  such  struggles  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  these  measures  being  con- 
sidered and  passed  into  law  during  the  present 
session,  but  to  do  something  which  will  bo  in- 
finitely more  advantageous  to  the  colony,  and 
which  will  redound  infinitely  more  to  their  credit, 
than  will  bo  the  further  indulgence  in  this  use- 
less, and,  I  think,  unjustifiable,  struggle  for  place 
and  for  power. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  I  shall  not  det^n  the 
House  at  any  great  length,  but  I  think  it  is  due 
to  myself  that  I  should  reply  to  some  of  tl:e 
observations  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down.  The  honorable  gentleman  says 
we  have  a  *'  cockatoo "  Government ;  and  as  I 
listened  to  hio  wailings  with  regard  to  the  attacks 
which  he  said  had  been  made  upon  him,  the 
thought  occurred  to  me  that  I  had  often  seen 
a  cockatoo  sitting  upon  a  high  perch,  reflecting 
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to  himself,  and  saying  **  Poor  oockv."     I  pity  | 
the  state  of  such  an  unhappy  bird,  but  I  do  not 
pity  the  state  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  for  he 
spoke  with  Tery  great  confidence,  and  with  an 
eloquence  whicli  was  most  deluding,  although  I 
hope  it  did  not  lead  any  one  astray.    He  stated, 
reading  from  Todd,  that  it  was  the  undoubted 
right  of  the  Governor,  or  the  Crown — I  will  drop 
the  word  "  QoTcrnor  " — to  select  its  own  Prime 
Minister ;  and  he  went  on  to  say  that  I  had  said 
that  the  Crown  had  selected  him,  and  that  he 
was  the  Prime  Minister — the  chosen  of  the  Crown, 
not  of  this  House.    Now,  ho  absolutely  proved 
the  correctness  of  what  I  said.     My  statement 
to  the  House  was,  that  we,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, determining  that  a  stronp;  Government 
should  be  formed,  had  taken  certain  steps  on  our 
side  after  the  vote  of  want  of  confidence  had  been 
passed.     That  vote  was  a  very  peculiar  one.    It 
was  to  this  efiect :   that  the  Houie  has  no  con- 
fidence in  the  Ministry  "as  at  present  consti- 
tuted."    It  was  made  clear  to  us,  and  we  are 
satisBed  upon  the  point  now,  that  liad  the  Go- 
vernor given  efiect  to  the  decision  of  the  House 
a  strong  Ministry  could  have  been  constituted, 
nud  could  now  be  constituted.     It  can  be  con- 
stituted  witiiin    two    hours,    and    the    country 
can  be  governed  without  Todd.     But  our  right 
of  choosing  our  own   Government  was  denied 
us,   and   tlio   Crown   selected,   in    pursuance   of 
what  is  said  to  be  its   constitutional  ri<;ht,  its 
own  chosen  Prime  Minister.     And  there  he  sits  : 
not  the  chosen  of  tliis  House,  not  commanding  a 
majority  of  this  House,  but  maintaining  oflice  in 
spite  of  this  House.     That  was  my  argument ; 
and  I  say  that  the  lionorablo  gentleman  himself 
conclusively  proved   that   I  was  right.      I  say, 
further,  that  it  is  inconvenient  that  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown  should  under  certain  circum- 
stances be  exercised  ;  that  it  is  very  rarely  exer- 
cised ;  and  that  upon  this  occasion  it  was  most 
unfortunately  exercised,  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  welfare  of  this  country.    The  lionorable 
gentleman   then  went    on    to  explain   at   preat 
length  that  I  was  formerly  very  much  to  blame 
in  accepting  t\o  resignation  of  honorable  gentle- 
men who  held  seats  in  the  Jvcgislativo  Council. 
But  I  carefully  guarded  myself  upon  this  subject. 
I  said  this  :  that  I  thought  one  resignation  might 
be  admissible,  and  might  not  be  comtrued  into 
a  gross  breach  of  faith  with  the  Crown  ;  and  I 
then  went  on  to  show  tliat  it  was  wrong  to  use 
the  Legislatire  Council   for  the  convenience  of 
parties  in  order  that   a  man   might   blip    into 
it  when  he  could  not  get  a  seat  for  a  constitu- 
ency, and  that  when   ho   found  he  could  get  a 
scat  for  a  constituency  he  should  be  able  to  slip 
out  of  it  again  ;   that  ho  had  po  right  to  use 
the  Council  for  such   a   purpose,   and   that   to 
do  so  was  a  breach  of  faith  with  the  Crown. 
I  have  a  right  to  my  own  opinion  upon  that 
point,  whatever  may  be  tlio  opinions  of  others. 
That  is  my  deliberate  opinion,  and  I  am  content 
that  the  future  historian  should  judge  between 
iM.    I  know  to  a  certainty  which  way  the  verdict 
^U  go.    I  know  to  a  certainty  that  the  future 
people  of  this  country  will  hardly  believe  it  pos- 
sible that  a  state  of  things  should  have  been  al- 


lowed to  exist  which  would  permit  the  honorable 
gentleman,  for  party  purposes — for  the  purposes 
of  a  class — to  come  down  to  this  House  a  second 
time  from  the  Legislative  Council.  That  was  my 
statement,  Sir,  and  that  is  the  statement  the 
honorable  gentleman  did  not  answer.  I  now  pass 
on  to  this  other  point :  The  honorable  gentleman 
objected  to  cheap  land  having  been  allowed  to  bo 
purchased  in  New  Zealand,  and  he  said  that 
cheap  land  necessarily  led  to  the  creation  of  large 
properties.  That  I  deny.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikouaiti  may  say  "  Oh ! " 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  never  opened  my  mouth. 

Sir  G.  GEEY.  —  I  am  informed  it  was  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce.  Well,  Sir,  I  will  not 
answer  him.  I  say  the  laud  ought  to  be  cheap,  so 
that  poor  men  may  be  enabled  to  hold  property, 
and  so  as  to  prevent  the  existence  of  those  large 
estates  which  are  ruinous  to  the  country.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  put  a  tax  upon  land,  as 
was  the  original  intention  in  this  countiy — a  tax 
which  I  was  recommended  from  Home  to  put  on 
— a  tax  which  I  always  contemplated,  and  always 
beliered  would  be  established — in  that  case  it 
would  have  been  possible,  as  is  the  case  in  the 
United  States,  to  buy  land  at  a  dollar  an  acre. 
Under  such  a  system,  every  man  could  acquire  a 
farm  as  sbon  as  he  had  got  a  very  small  modicimi 
of  money,  and  it  would  leave  money  in  his  pocket 
for  the  improvement  of  the  farm.  And  it  would 
be  possible,  under  that  system,  to  prevent  the 
accumulation  of  theee  great  properties.  Holding 
that  opinion,  I  maintain  that  I  was  a  benefactor 
in  attempting  to  introduce  such  a  system.  I 
al>o  say  that  it  is  po!?8ible  to  put  an  apparently 
high  price  upon  the  land,  and  so  to  arrange  your 
land  laws  that,  in  fraud  of  the  public  rights,  large 
tracts  of  country  may  be  occupied  and  enjoyed, 
and  great  profit  made  out  of  them,  upou  the  pay- 
ment of  a  very  small  sum  indeed  by  the  holders. 
It  is  quite  possible  to  proclaim  to  the  world,  as 
the  honorable  gentleman  did,  that  the  land  in 
Canttrhury  has  always  been  open  for  sale  at  £2 
an  acre,  and  it  is  quite  possible  to  '*  gridiron  "  it, 
and  shut  up  large  tracts  which  cannot  be  bought 
at  £2  an  aero.  It  is  equally  possible  to  wrong  the 
public  in  the  same  way  under  the  pre-emptive 
right  system.  It  must  be  evident  that  men  who 
uro  allowed  to  occupy  large  runs  at  a  small  price, 
and  to  shut  them  up  and  keep  them  in  their  own 
haiuU  under  the  "  gridiron  "  system  by  gi?ing 
£2  an  acre  for  parts  of  them,  making  enormous 
profits  out  of  those  parts,  really  get  the  runs  for 
nothing.  These  two  systems  form  a  strong  con- 
trast, and  my  charge  was,  that  he  had  lent  himself 
to  the  shutting-up  of  land  under  the  "  gridiron  " 
system,  the  pre-emptive  right  system,  and  the  run 
system,  which  was  established  in  the  Canterbury 
Block,  and  afterwards  extended  over  the  whole 
country  ;  and  that  was  my  accusation  against  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon.  I  said  that  he,  in 
assisting  to  extend  the  Canterbury  pastoral  leases 
for  an  additional  ten  years,  had  done  a  wrong  to 
the  whole  colony,  because  under  the  amended 
land  laws  the  Crown  lands  were  common  pro- 
perty, ond  if  these  runs  were  fairly  broken  up 
and  submitted  to  competition  in  1880,  as  they 
ought   to   be,   an   enormous  boon  would   then 
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be  given  to  the  people  of  the  colony,  which 
those  honorable  gentlemen  hare  shut  them  out 
from.  Tliat  was  my  complaint — my  accusation ; 
and  that  accusation  has  not  been  answered.  The 
honorable  gentleman  said  a  few  evenings  ago 
tliat  I  had  challenged  him  to  meet  me  upon  tlie 
platform  at  Christchurch  to  discuss  this  subject. 
That  is  true.  I  asked  him  to  name  the  time  and 
place.  I  said  I  would  go  to  Canterbury  or  any 
other  part  of  the  country  ho  chose  to  name,  and 
discuss  these  points  with  him  ;  but  he  evaded  mo 
and  gave  no  reply :  and  yet  the  other  night  he 
said  ho  went  to  Canterbury  and  attended  my 
election  meetings,  that  ho  had  shown  himself  in 
the  body  of  the  hall,  and  that  I  had  never  dared 
to  attack  him.  I  was  not  there  to  attack  hira.  I 
was  there  to  explain  great  political  principles  to 
the  people,  and  to  attack  him  was  absolutely  un- 
worthy of  what  I  was  bent  upon.  What  had  a 
single  individual  like  that  to  do  with  great  politi- 
cal principles?  Of  all  the  pieces  of  arrogant 
boasting,  that  surpasses  anything  I  have  ever 
heard.  Great  masses  of  people  were  there,  anxious 
to  drink  in  instruction  upon  great  principles  and 
great  questions  vitally  affecting  their  interest ;  and 
I  hoped  that  he  too  was  there  to  take  a  lesson  on 
those  subjectfl.  I  did  not  think  he  was  there  to 
tempt  me  to  make  an  attack  upon  him.  Such 
a  thought  never  entered  my  head  :  the  only  feel- 
ing I  had  in  regard  to  him  was  that  I  pitied  him 
for  being  squeezed.  I  say  again,  Sir,  that  that 
point  has  never  been  answered.  I  say  the  landed 
aristocracy  of  Canterbury  did  seize  ujxjn  land 
which  was  absolute  capital.  They  pretend  it  U 
not  capital.  I  say  tl«t  in  getting  pos9ei«8iou  of 
these  runs  they  got  poss^ession  of  a  largo  amount 
of  public  capital.  Grass  wns  capital ;  because  it 
could  bo  immediately  turned  into  beef,  and  mutton, 
and  wool,  and  the  most  valuable  products  of  the 
country.  Any  one  who  had  a  run  could  got  any- 
thing he  wanted  on  credit.  They  made  their  for- 
tunes, and  in  many  instances,  in  my  belief,  they 
made  them  unfairly,  and  against  tlie  public  in- 
terests of  the  country.  Sir,  we  are  now  appealed 
to  in  the  most  moving  terms  not  to  interrupt  or 
interfere  with  this  Government. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  No.  With  the  liberal  mea- 
sures. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Not  to  interfere  with  this 
Government,  Sir.  Oh !  how  can  lionorable 
gentlemen  say  such  things !  Thcr  know  in 
their  own  hearts  that  they  say  what  is  >vroni». 
Why,  Sir,  the  other  night  an  net  was  com- 
mitted—  I  do  not  know  how  to  describe  it — 
such  as  has  never  before  been  performed  in 
this  House.  The  Treasurer  told  the  House 
that  the  credit  of  the  country  required  supplies 
to  be  passed  ;  that  they  were  coming  down  next 
day  with  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill,  in  support  of 
the  credit  of  the  country  and  of  the  pre-sing 
needs  of  the  public  service — in  support  of  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  public  service:  I  repeat 
those  words.  It  was  necessary  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion under  the  Kevenues  Bill  —  that  was  their 
plea — to  give  them  the  means  of  getting  at  the 
£200,000  provided  for  by  that  Bill  in  order  to 
support  the  credit  of  the  country  and  the  press- 
ing needs  of  the  pubHc  service.  What,  then, 
Sir  O.  Orey 


took  place  next  day?  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
came  down,  and  had  with  him  a  message  from 
the  Gt)vemor  to  this  House;  and  the  message 
from  the  Governor  was  to  recommend  us  to 
make  provision  for  the  public  necessitiet  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  do  not  think  that  the 
question  of  a  message  from  the  Gk)vemor  whirfi 
has  not  been  presented  to  the  House  is  a  matter 
which  ought  to  be  introduced  in  the  present 
debate. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— They  have  gone  into  all  these 
subjects.  Sir. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  stopped  the  Premier  when 
he  was  discussing  the  want-of-confidence  motion, 
because  it  was  not  relevant  to  the  present  debate. 
The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  is  also 
introducing  another  matter  altogether  foreign  to 
the  discussion. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  the  honorable  gentleman  proceeding. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — This  is  a  matter  of  public 
policy  of  the  greatest  importance.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  the  privileges  of  this  House.  The  ques- 
tion before  us  is,  whether  a  certain  Bill  should  be 
allowed  to  be  gone  on  with  ;  and  I  say  that  Bill 
cannot  be  allowed  to  be  gone  on  with  unless  these 
matters  are  discussed. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  submit,  Sir,  that  that  was  pre- 
cisely the  reason  why  I  was  stopped.  I  at  once 
accepted  the  indication  of  your  opinion  that  I 
should  not  go  on  with  the  want-of-confldence 
discussion,  and  stopped.  I  hope  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  take  the  same  course. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  must  request  the  honor- 
able member  for  tlie  Thames  not  to  introduce  the 
matter  to  which  he  has  just  been  alluding. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Then,  Sir,  I  will  move,  That 
this  is  a  question  of  privilege— a  question  of  pri- 
vilege of  the  ffi'^'atest  importance. 

Mr  f^T^'MKER. — I  cannot  see  what  question 
of  pri\ii«  -.  can  arise  out  of  the  remarks  you  were 
making  in  respect  of  the  message  you  have  re- 
feiTcd  to. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Perhaps  you  will  delay  your 
ruhng,  Sir,  and  allow  me  to  explain  in  what  the 
question  of  privilege  lie?. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — Of  course,  if  you  hare  any 
further  explanation  to  make,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
hoar  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— My  explanation  is  this:  Be- 
fore us  is  at  present  the  adjourned  debate  as  to 
whether  a  certain  Bill  should  be  introduced  or 
not.  I  say  that  Bill  should  not  be  introduced 
until  the  question  of  supplies  is  gone  on  with ;  and 
I  will  address  myself  to  that  point. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  see  the  point  of 
privilege. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  will  put  it  in  this  other  way : 
First,  I  say  the  question  is.  Is  a  certain  Bill  now 
to  be  introduced  and  gone  on  with  ?  To  that  I 
say  it  ought  not  to  bo  gone  on  with  ;  and  I  will 
proceed  to  show  why. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — There  is  no  reason  why  you 
should  not  do  that. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  reason  I  say  that  Bill 
ought  not  to  be  gone  on  with  now  is,  that  we 
should  first  of  all  deal  with  supply.    That  is  the 
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important  matter.  A  message  from  the  Qoyernor 
has  been  intercepted,  in  whicli  the  Governor  him- 
self requires  us  to  take  up  supply.  We  have  been 
told  that  supply  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
country,  and  I  have  heard  upon  the  very  beat 
authority  that  even  labourers  are  left  unpaid  at 
the  present  time — workmen,  Sir,  whose  woges  are 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  tbeni.  I  am  there- 
fore of  opinion  that  this  debate  should  be  delayed 
until  the  question  of  supply  is  gone  on  with ;  and 
we  have  a  right  to  go  on  with  supply,  because 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  himself  stated  to  the 
House  the  necessity  under  wliich  this  country 
labours  for  supply  being  immediately  granted. 
The  Governor,  acquiescing  in  that  view,  has 
charged  those  honorable  gentlemen  to  deliver  a 
message  to  this  House,  which  message  is  to  the 
effect  that  we  should  make  provision  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service.  The  way  in 
which  the  Qt>veniment  meet  that  message  is  to 
come  down  to  the  House  and  say,  "We  will 
go  on  with  supply,  which  we  hare  reported  as 
being  so  necessary,  upon  this  condition :  that 
you  do  not  interrupt  us  by  a  motion  which  will 
cause  the  Governor  to  remedy  the  grievances 
under  which  you  complain  that  you  labour ;  and, 
if  you  promise  to  make  no  complaint  of  us  to  the 
Governor,  under  those  conditions  we  will  go  on 
with  supply,  but  we  will  not  otherwise  do  so." 
If  you  consider  that  point,  Sir,  you  will  see  that 
it  i«  a  reversal  of  all  that  has  taken  place  up  to 
this  day  in  the  history  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race. 
— (Laughter.) — The  Colonial  Treasurer  laughs,  as 
he  always  does  when  he  knows  no  reply  can  bo 
giren  to  observations  made ;  but  these  are  truths 
that  cannot  be  got  over.  Wliat  has  been  the 
custom  always  in  Enghsh  Parliaments  with  re- 
gard to  supplies?  1  go  back  to  our  remotest 
history.  The  custom  has  been  this :  that  the 
Crown,  anxious  to  pay  troops — perhaps  to  keep 
the  people  down — anxious  to  get  money  for  its 
own  personal  expenses,  anxious  to  get  money  for 
its  great  Civil  list  and  its  numerous  pensioners, 
comes  down  to  the  Hou^e  of  Commons  and  asks 
for  supphes;  to  which  the  House  of  Commons 
rephes,  "  We  will  give  no  supplies  until  our 
grievances  are  redressed."  Now,  wliat  has  been 
done  here  is  a  complete  reversal  of  that  system. 
We  have  no  standing  army  here,  no  great  body 
of  pensioners.  The  Crown  is  secured  in  its  Civil 
list,  and  does  not  want  money  for  its  own  ex- 
penses. The  people  alone  require  money — our 
contractors,  and  the  poor,  wretched  people  em- 
ployed by  the  Government.  And  the  people  who 
refuse  supplies  are  the  Government.  They  say, 
**  We  will  not  allow  these  people  to  be  paid,  we 
will  not  let  the  contractors  get  their  money,  we 
will  not  allow  the  public  service  to  be  carried 
on,  luiless  you  promise  to  mako  no  complaint 
against  us  to  the  Crown."  I  say  that  such  a 
thing  was  never  heard  of  before — that  a  propo- 
sition more  selfish,  more — I  do  not  know  whether 
the  word  "  cowardly  "  is  parhamentary,  so  I  will 
not  use  it ;  but  I  do  say  that  anything  like  this 
has  nerer  before  been  heard  of  in  history,  and 
no  precedent  can  be  shown  for  it.  Let  it  be  con- 
sidered. The  Treasurer  came  down  the  other 
day  and  said,  "  I  want  supplies ;  I  ask  for  sup- 


plies ;  I  am  here  all  ready  to  go  on  with  supply  " 
— he  did  not  say,  "  The  Governor  has  commanded 
me  to  ask  for  them  ;"  but  he  dared  not  stand  up 
and  ask  for  them  unless  ho  had  been  commanded 
— "  but  you  must  promise  not  to  meet  me  with 
an  adverse  motion.  If  you  do,  let  the  labourers 
want  their  money,  let  the  contractors  want  their 
money.  That  is  not  what  we  look  to  j  we  only 
look  to  remain  undisturbed  here :  and  unless  you 
promise  to  leave  us  undisturbed  no  supplies  shall 
be  given."  I  say,  under  those  circumstances,  we 
should  not  allow  this  Bill  to  be  gone  on  with 
until  supplies  are  asked  for,  and  these  people  paid. 
The  passage  of  those  Bills  is  certain.  Honorable 
gentlemen  are  so  pledged  to  them  on  both  sides 
that  it  is  simply  a  question  of  half  an  hour  to 
put  them  through. 

Mr.  HUR8TH0USE.— No. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — The  Government  may  put  up 
their  whip  to  interrupt  me.  That  appears  to  be 
the  special  duty  of  the  Government  whip  —  to 
cry  *'  No,  no,"  and  constantly  interrupt  j  but  I 
say  it  is  unworthy  of  the  whip  and  unworthy  of 
the  Government,  and  it  is  a  breach  of  the  order 
and  decorum  of  the  House  that  honorable  gentle- 
men should  go  on  in  that  way. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE.-Surely  I  have  a  right 
to  say  **  No "  if  I  dissent  from  an  honorable 
gentleman's  statement?  I  am  not  pledged  to 
these  liberal  measures,  and  never  was. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  not  right  to  interrupt 
honorable  members  when  they  are  speaking.  I 
will  see  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  not  inter- 
rupted. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  thank  you,  Sir.  Trying  to 
resume  the  thread  of  my  argument,  I  think  I 
have  proved  that  supplies  have  been  stopped  in 
a  most  unprecedented  manner  by  the  Govern- 
ment J  and  we,  on  this  side,  are  taking  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Government,  while  the  Government 
are  really  acting  as  an  Opposition.  Under  these 
circumstances,  we  say  that  until  supplies  are 
granted  no  business  shall  go  on.  We  say,  "  First 
of  all  provide  for  the  necessities  of  the  country ;" 
and  we  are  here,  with  a  great  majority,  able  to  do 
it  without  the  aid  and  assistance  of  those  honor- 
able gentlemen.  By  your  ruling.  Sir,  and  by  tho 
customs  of  the  House,  wo  are  forbidden  to  move 
for  supplies.  They  must  be  introduced  by  mes- 
sage from  the  Governor.  A  message  from  the 
Governor  is  in  the  pockets  and  minds  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen.  Let  it  be  produced.  Let 
the  House  have  that  message,  saying  the  Go- 
vernor recommends  that  supplies  be  granted, 
and  they  shall  be  forthcoming  in  half  an  hour. 
Honorable  gentlemen  around  me  will  say  whether 
that  shall  not  be  the  case,  and  whether  I  do  not 
rightly  interpret  their  views.  Then  the  distress 
I  hear  of  can  be  terminated  to-morrow  morning, 
if  those  honorable  gentlemen  please.  But  we 
will  make  no  concessions  upon  that  subject,  be- 
cause wo  think  they  deserve  to  be  removed  from 
those  benches,  as  they  cannot  command  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  Tliey  cannot  properly 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  country  j  and  I  thiiu: 
we  are  doing  our  duty  to  the  country  by  insist- 
ing upon  that  business  being  properly  carried 
on.    I  speak  nothing  for   myself— I   have    no 
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personal  interest  in  the  matter;  but  I  speak 
on  behalf  of  wlmt  I  know  to  be  for  the  good 
of  New  Zealand  at  large.  I  say  that  the  Crown 
itself  ought  to  require  it.  It  is  useless  to  say 
that  the  Crown  has  no  knowledge  of  what  takes 
place  in  this  House.  It  lias  knowledge.  It 
acts,  occasionally,  upon  that  knowledge ;  and 
if  ever  there  was  a  period  of  time  in  which  the 
Crown  ought  to  act  on  its  knowledge — when  the 
Crown  ought  to  hare  a  Ministry  chosen  by  itself, 
and  acceptable  to  the  majority  of  this  House — I 
belieye  that  lime  has  arrived,  and  that  the  people 
should  be  rescued  from  tlie  misery  under  which  a 
good  many  of  them  suffer  at  the  present  time.  I 
was  told  on  Saturday,  on  authority  which  I  can- 
not doubt,  that  even  the  poor  unemployed  who 
had  been  put  upon  the  public  works  had  not  been 
paid  the  money  due  to  them  ;  so  that  they  got  no 
advantage  from  being  so  employed,  because  their 
work  had  been  taken  from  them  up  to  the  present 
time  without  anj^  payment  being  made  for  their 
services.  That  is  a  wrong  state  of  things  to  go 
on.  Those  gentlemen,  sacrificing  all  personal 
feelings,  all  party  feelings,  ought  this  evening 
to  come  down  to  the  House,  at  half-past  seven, 
and  immediately  demand  that  supplies  be  given ; 
and  let  the  vote  be  taken  which  they  so  much 
dread,  and  supplies  be  given  at  the  same  time. 
The  honorable  gentlemen  have  said  this :  "  We 
have  been  accuseid  of  representing  a  landed  aris- 
tocracy"— if  you  can  call  it  an  aristocracy,  such 
as  arises  in  this  country ;  and  then  they  go  on  to 
say  that  all  who  sit  on  those  benches  are  poor 
men.  I  say  they  are  not.  I  say  that  the  Hon. 
the  Premier  himself  is  a  member  of  the  landed 
aristocracy,  and  that  another  gentleman  sitting  on 
the  Treasury  bench  is  a  large  runholder,  although 
he  has  been  called  a  "  cockatoo." 

Hon.  Mehbers. — Name. 

Sir  Or.  GREY. — But  even  that  was  misrepre- 
senting what  I  said  the  other  night.  What  I 
then  said  was,  that  almost  every  gentleman  who 
spoke  in  the  early  part  of  the  debate  either  repre- 
sented a  large  landed  property  in  himself,  or 
he  was  the  agent  for  largo  landed  proprietors, 
or  else  he  waa  a  man  who  was  deeply  concerned 
in  the  purchase  of  land  from  the  Natives,  and 
anxious  to  obtain  large  properties  from  them  ; 
and  this  I  do  feel  to  bo  a  great  grierance  upon 
this  subject.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  serious 
thought  with  me  as  to  whether  I  should  not  bring 
in  a  law  to  prevent  such  persons  having  a  seat  in 
the  House.  We  have  a  law  which  provides  that 
contractors  shall  not  have  a  seat  in  this  House — 
a  law  by  which  public  servants  are  not  allowed  to 
sit  in  this  House — and  the  whole  scope  and  spirit 
of  that  law  is  this :  that  no  person  who  may  exer- 
cise an  influence  upon  Ministers  to  compel  Minis- 
ters to  give  them  large  sums  of  money  or  con- 
tracts shall  have  a  seat  in  this  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  of  New  Zealand  ;  but  in  this  House  of 
RepreFcntatives  now  sit  representatives  of  enor- 
mous land  claims,  who  can  bring  great  pressure 
to  bear  upon  the  Government — the  agents  of 
persons  who  represent  such  land  claims,  people 
who  have  sought  to  get  tracts  of  land  from  the 
Government,  and  who  probably  will  seek  to  do 
so  again.  No  pressure  baa  before  been  brought 
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to  bear  on  any  Government  in  any  civilized  com- 
munity such  as  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  Government  of  New  Zealand  at  the  present 
time  ;  for,  under  the  system  of  Orders  in  Council, 
the  Government  have  the  power  to  at  once  make 
laws  to  grant  land  to  the  value,  I  might  «iy. 
of  £100,000  — at  any  rate,  £10.000,  i>^,000, 
£30,000 ;  and  those  persons,  having  a  seat  in  this 
House,  can  and  do  bring  great  pressure  to  bear 
upon  the  Government.  At  least,  I  can  speak  for 
the  Gt)vemment  I  was  in.  I  was  told,  as  I  would 
not  yield,  I  must  make  up  my  mind  to  meet 
my  fate.  I  did  make  up  my  mind  to  meet  it; 
and  meet  it  I  did.  Then  this  further  difficulty 
exists :  that  the  Government  has  power  of  putting 
Proclamations  over  certain  blocks  of  Native  land, 
preventing  the  Natives  from  selling  to  private 
individuals,  and  it  has  also  the  power  of  removing 
those  Proclamations  from  certain  parts  of  the  land 
by  a  mere  stroke  of  the  pen ;  and,  unless  such 
Proclamations  are  removed  when  private  interests 
desire  it,  the  Government  is  certain  to  bring 
down  upon  itself  the  enmity  of  tliose  gentlemen 
who  wish  it  to  be  done.  It  is  clear  that  such 
persons  should  not  have  seats  in  tliis  House.  It 
IS  easy  to  say  that  they  would  not  do  it.  But 
suppose  a  Government  were  to  refuse  to  accede 
to  such  a  request,  what  would  you  think,  or  what 
would  a  Government  feel,  if  it  found  that  those 
persons  to  whom  requests  had  been  refused  were 
to  become  its  bitter  enemies?  I  feel  in  my 
case  that  justice  will  at  length  be  done.  I  feel 
that  when  the  pigeon-holes,  as  they  are  called, 
have  been  routed  out,  it  will  be  found  that  per- 
sons sent  here  as  representatives  of  the  people 
are  really  representatives  of  bitter  foes  to  me-  I 
had  done  no  wrong  myself — I  did  not  flineh; 
but  it  was  necessary  some  one  should  be  made  a 
scapegoat  of,  and  I  unhesitatingly  met  my  fate. 
But  I  hope  a  law  will  be  passed  this  aession 
which  shall  say  this :  tliat,  in  addition  to  con- 
tractors being  excluded  from  this  House,  no  man 
who  has  a  claim  against  the  Government  for 
either  a  long  lease,  or  a  Crown  grant  to  Native 
land  the  title  to  which  is  doubtful,  but  whidi 
the  Government  can  settle  at  once  by  issuing 
an  Order  in  Council,  shall  be  allowed  to  sit  in 
this  House ;  also  that  no  person  seeking  to  buy 
Native  lands  over  which  the  Government  have 
issued  a  Proclamation  to  protect  their  rigbta, 
shall  be  allowed  to  occupy  a  seat  in  this  House. 
I  feel  certain  nothing  but  that  can  secure  the 
independence  of  New  Zealand  ;  nothing  but  that 
can  secure  the  independence  of  tlie  Hotfse,  ai»l 
enable  a  Minister  to  lay  down  his  head  in  peaee 
at  night,  knowing  that,  having  done  his  duty,  he  is 
safe  in  his  position,  because  under  present  cir^ 
cumstances  the  fact  of  a  Minister  having  done 
his  duty  must  be  the  cause  of  his  destruction  as 
a  politician  in  this  country.  In  stating  that,  I  am 
stating  that  which  is  well  known  to  be  the  case. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  am  stating  that  which  aU 
here  may  know  to  be  the  case. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — One  gentleman  on  our  side 
says  "No,"  and  I  think  I  heard  a  "No"  from 
another  quarter.    I  am  sure  the  honorable  gentle- 
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maB  who  says  "  No  "  must  feel  that  what  I  am 
stating  is  the  case :  if  not,  I  cannot  attribute 
much  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  country  to 
him.  It  is  impossible  that  any  one  who  considers 
this  question  cannot  be  acquainted  with  what  I 
hare  stated.     The  facts  are  contained  in  papers. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  just  referred  to  me. 
I  said  "  No,"  because  I  did  not  know  it  to  be  the 
case. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— Then  I  simply  state  he  ought 
to  haye  known  it.  If  he  is  so  eager  to  ferret  out 
scandals,  so  determined  to  get  to  the  bottom  of 
all  these  pigeon-holes,  it  is  wonderful  that  these 
scandals  should  hare  escaped  him.  What  micro- 
scopical eyes  he  has  for  small  sins,  and  how  blind 
to  large  offences  against  the  country!  For  all 
these  reasons  I  do  think  it  is  our  boundcn  duty 
to  take  our  stand  upon  this  point.  I  am  not  the 
leader  of  a  party ;  I  am  not  aware  of  the  precise 
things  which  are  intended  to  be  done ;  but  this 
I  do  say :  It  is  the  bounden  duty  of  honorable 
gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  tay  that 
until  supplies  are  given  nothing  shall  be  gone  on 
with.  We  are  here  able  to  form  a  strong  Qto- 
vemment,  and  the  Crown  shall  know  that.  It  is 
advisable  to  have  a  strong  Government  in  this 
country,  capable  of  carrying  on  the  affairs  of 
New  Zealand  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole 
community;  and  such  a  GoTernment  ought  to 
be  formed  without  the  least  delay.  I  did  not 
hesitate  myself  for  one  moment  to  stand  out  of 
the  way  when  I  was  told  that  I  was  the  obstacle 
to  the  formation  of  a  Government  of  the  neces- 
sary strength  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  New  Zea- 
land. Let  those  honorable  gentlemen  follow  my 
example.  Let  them  st^nd  aside.  Let  the  Go- 
yemment  I  speak  of  be  formed  this  night.  Let 
supplies  be  taken  first,  and  then  let  the  other 
fact  be  dealt  with.  Let  the  public  business  go  on, 
and  let  the  country  be  saved  from  this  stain 
which  has  been  cast  upon  it.  If  they  do  this 
they  will  reinstate  themselves  in  the  affections 
of  the  country  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
and,  moreover,  will  be  more  easy  in  their  minds 
from  a  sense  of  right-doing. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  arrived, 
Mr.  Sfeakbb  lefl  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BESUMED. 

Mr.  Spbakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

MR.  HALL'S  RESIGNATION  OF  HIS  SEAT 
IN  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Mr.  HALL.— Sir,  before  the  House  proceeds 
to  the  Orders  of  the  day,  I  would  aek  honorable 
members'  indulgence  to  say  a  few  words  so  as  to 
prevent  a  misapprehension  arising  from  a  state- 
ment made  by  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey)  in  regard  to  the  acceptance 
of  my  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  Legislative 
Council.  I  wish  to  make  the  statement  altogether 
apart  from  the  debate  upon  which  we  were 
engaged  this  afternoon.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man stated — Hansard  has  not  yet  been  circu- 
lated, but  I  am  quite  certain  of  the  words— that 
he  had  not  advised  His  Excellency  to  accept 
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my  resignation.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  bring  that 
statement  to  the  knowledge  of  His  Excefiency, 
and  His  Excellency  has  been  good  enough  to  give 
me  for  my  own  use  a  memorandum  of  what  took 
place  upon  the  occasion  of  my  resignation  being 
discussed.  I  have  that  memorandum,  and  if  it 
is  the  pleasure  of  the  House — I  think  the  House 
will  be  desirous  of  being  informed  of  what  did 
take  place — I  will  now  read  it. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Would  it  not  be  well 
if  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  were  in 
his  place  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — Certainly.  I  shall  wait  until  he 
comes. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— Might  I  ask  if  we  are  to  re- 
ceive this  communication  by  way  of  message? 

Mr.  HALL. — I  was  most  distinct.  I  endea- 
voured to  bo  as  distinct  as  I  could  in  saying  that 
it  is  nothing  of  the  kind :  it  is  nothing  at  all  of 
the  kind.  It  is  for  the  House  to  say  whether 
it  wishes  me  to  read  the  document. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  would  not  like  to  interfere 
in  such  a  matter,  but  I  think  it  has  been  laid 
down  over  and  over  again  that  the  only  way  in 
which  the  Crown  can  communicate  with  this 
House,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  is  by  way  of 
message;  and  I  think  it  is  a  very  inconvenient 
practice  to  introduce,  that  any  communication 
from  the  Crown  or  Governor  should  be  made  to 
the  House  except  by  way  of  message. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  It  is  not  a  question  of  a  com- 
munication from  the  Crown  at  all.  As  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  is  now  pre- 
sent, I  will  go  on  to  say  that  I  wish  to  maxe  a 
statement  for  the  purpose  of  removing  a  mis- 
apprehension which  might  arise  out  of  a  state- 
ment made  by  him  the  other  evening,  with, 
reference  to  the  circumstances  under  which  my 
resignation  as  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil was  accepted.  I  refer  to  this  apart  from  the 
debate  in  which  we  were  engaged  this  afternoon, 
so  that  it  may  not  be  a  matter  of  debate.  The 
honorable  member  stated  that  he  had  not  advised 
His  Excellency  to  accept  my  resignation.  I  men- 
tioned that  statement  to  His  Excellency.  His 
Excellency  has  given  to  me — to  make  what  use 
I  may  think  proper  of— a  memorandum  of  what 
took  place  in  reference  to  my  resignation.  As  I 
believe  the  House  will  be  desirous  to  have  cor- 
rect information  on  the  subject,  I  submit  to  the 
House  whether  it  is  its  pleasure  that  the  memo- 
randum should  be  read. 

Hon.  Members.— Read. 

Mr.  HALL. — ^Then  I  understand  I  have  the 
permission  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  the  Premier  have  permission  to  read 
the  memorandum  P 

Hon.  Mbmdrbs. — Read. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As  there  is  no  dissentient 
voice,  the  honorable  gentleman  can  proceed  with 
reading  the  document. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  memorandum  is  as  fol* 
lows : — 

"  Memobandum  for  the  Hon.  John  Hall. 

"  Sir  George  Grey  is  reported  to  have  said, 
when  speaking  of  Mr.  Hall's  resignation  of  his 
seat  in  the  Upper  House,  for  the  purpoee  of 
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taking  a  teat  in  the  Hotue  of  Bepresentafciyes,  *  I 
mj  that  be  ought  not  to  hare  been  allowed  to 
resign  bis  pofition  in  the  Upp^r  House  without 
the  Goremor  baying  been  adyised  to  receire  bis 
mignation,  A  resignation  is  not  complete  until 
the  Goyemor  approyes  of  it,  and  I  say  tlie  Go- 
remor, in  baying  accepted  bis  resignation  without 
adyice,  meant  that  the  putting  bim  back  into  this 
House  for  the  purpose  of  leading  a  party  was  a 

personal  act If  I  bad  advised  it,  I 

should  not  haye  disclosed  that  adyice.  I  did  not 
adyise  it.  I  say,  therefore,  that  he  sits  here  as 
the  personal  representative  of  the  Goyernor  in 
this  House.  Sir,  that  is  the  case.  Without  that 
had  been  done,  be  could  not  haye  been  here.'  . 

"2.  Any  one  reading  that  report  would  infer 
that  the  Goyernor  bad  accepted  Mr.  Hall's  re- 
signation without  the  concurrence  of  his  Minis-  I 
iers,  and  tliat  the  act  was  the  personal  act  of  the 
Goremor,  for  which  Ministers  were  not  in  any  , 
way  responsible.    But  that  is  not  the  case.    The  ' 
£acts  are  these : — 

"3.  Upon  the  18tb  August,  the  Governor  re-  | 
ceived  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hall,  tendering  the  resig-  I 
nation  of  his  seat  in  the  Legislative  Council,  and  | 
the  same  day  sent  it  on  to  the  Premier,  with  the 
folbwing  indorsement :  *  For  usual  course.     Has 
it  been  customary  here  for  the  Goyernor  to  accept 
such  resi^^tions  by  letter,  or  is  the  acceptance 
notified  in  the  Government  Gazette?  —  H.  R. 
18/8/79.' 

"  4.  Upon  the  following  day,  the  19th  August, 
the  Premier  called  upon  the  Goyernor,  his  busi- 
ness being,  as  he  stated,  to  speak  about  Mr. 
Hall's  resignation  of  his  seat  in  Council.  The 
Premier  said  he  considered  such  resignation  a 
most  improper  proceeding,  and  opposed  to  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  Constitution  Act,  as, 
the  appointment  being  binding  on  the  Crown  for 
life,  the  obligation  implied  mutuality.  He  said 
Mr.  Hall  had  twice  before  left  the  Council  to 
stand  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that 
it  was  within  his  knowledge  that  that  was  the 
object  of  the  present  resignation.  He  said  bo 
had  always  deprecated  such  a  proceeding,  and,  as 
he  considered  the  necessity  for  the  Governor's 
acceptance  of  the  resignation  gave  the  Governor 
a  discretion  in  tlie  matter,  and  enabled  the  Go- 
vernor to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  resig- 
nation, he  could  not  advise,  in  a  case  like  Mr. 
Hall's,  that  the  resignation  should  be  accepted. 
The  Governor  replied  that  the  Constitution  Act 
specified,  *  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  member  of 
the  Legislative  Council  to  resign  his  seat ;'  and 
that  the  Electoral  Acts  imposed  no  disqualifica- 
tion upon  a  person  standing  for  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  ground  of  being  an  ex- 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council.  He  should 
therefore  decline  to  lend  himself  to  any  device 
for  placing  one  of  the  Premier's  political  oppo- 
nents under  a  disability  not  imposed  by  law.  If 
the  proceeding  were  held  to  bo  improper,  such 
a  disqualification  as  having  been  a  member  of  the 
Upper  House  should  bo  specified  by  Act ;  and, 
pending  legislation,  the  Governor  would  certainly 
refuse  to  be  a  party  to  such  an  unprecedented 
and  strained  exercise  of  a  mere  formal  act  of  the 
Prerogative  for  party  purposes.  The  Gt)vemor 
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mentioned  instances  in  which  men  had  gone 
from  the  Lower  to  the  Upper  Honse,  and 
back  again  to  the  Lower.  The  Premier  ad- 
mitted that  there  had  been  repeated  instances 
in  Xew  Zealand  of  members  of  the  Upper  House 
resigning  their  seats  and  being  subsequently 
elected  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  said  that  one  of  bis  then  colleagues, 
Mr.  Gisbome,  had  done  so.  But  he  (the  Premier) 
disapproved  so  strongly  of  the  proceeding,  and 
had  spoken  against  it  so  often  in  public,  that,  for 
the  sake  of  his  own  consistency,  he  should  feel 
obliged  to  record  formally  upon  the  papers  his 
disapproval  of  Mr.  Hall's  proposal,  and  his  advice 
that  Mr.  Hall's  resignation  be  not  accepted.  He 
added  that,  although  the  Constitution  Act  left 
the  acceptance  to  the  Governor,  every  act  of  the 
Governor  must  be  done  under  advice  and  Minis- 
terial  responsibility.  The  Gbvernor  replied  that 
this  view  was  undoubtedly  sound,  but  that  the 
Gt)vemor  could  always  reject  Ministerial  advice, 
if  be  were  prepared  to  face  the  constitutional 
consequences ;  and  that,  in  this  case,  if  such 
advice  were  tendered,  he  should  unquestionably 
refuse  it,  which  would  leave  the  Premier  with  the 
constitutional  altemativo  of  resignation  or  acqui- 
escence in  the  refusal.  The  Governor  added 
that,  unless  the  Premier  were  prepared  to  resign, 
he  did  not  see  how  the  tendering  of  formal  advice 
would  vindicate  bis  character  for  political  con- 
sistency. The  Premier  left,  saying  be  would  con- 
sult with  such  of  his  colleagues  as  were  in  Wel- 
lington, and  let  the  Governor  hear  further  on  the 
subject. 

'*  5.  Upon  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the 
papers  covering  Mr.  Hall's  resignation  were  re- 
turned to  the  Governor  fi^m  the  Premier's  office, 
without  any  adverse  advice  whatever  thereon, 
and  with  the  following  indorsement :  *  For  His 
Excellency. — It  has  been  customary  here  for  the 
Colonial  Secretary  to  notify  the  acceptance  of  his 
resignation  to  the  resigning  member.  Resigna- 
tions have  been  usually,  though  it  appears  not 
invariably,  notified  in  the  Gazette.  —  W.  Gis- 
BOSKB  (in  absence  of  the  Colonial  Secretary). 
19th  August,  1879.' 

"  6.  Upon  this  the  Gtjvernor  made  the  follow- 
ing further  indorsement :  '  The  Colonial  Secre- 
tary is  requested  to  inform  Mr.  Hall  of  my 
acceptance  of  bis  resignation,  and  to  cause  the 
usual  notification  to  be  inserted  in  the  Gh>veni- 
ment  Oazette.—H.  R.     19th  August,  1879.' 

"  7.  This  was  minuted  by  the  Minister  as  fol- 
lows :  *  To  be  acted  on. — W.  Gisbobne,  20th 
August,  1879.'  And  the  same  day  a  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Hall,  from  the  Colonial  Secretarj's 
Ofiice,  signed,  *  W.  Gisbome  (in  absence  of  the 
Colonial  Secretory),'  informing  Mr.  HalUof  the 
Governor's  acceptance  of  his  tendered  resignation. 

"  8.  These  facts  show  that  Sir  George  Grey's 
statement — '  I  did  not  advise  it ' — was  only  half 
the  truth.  It  is  true  he  was  averse  to  the  step 
taken  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  did  not  indorse  on  the 
papers  the  words,  '  I  advise  that  the  resignation 
be  accepted;'  but  be  caused  the  Governors 
memorandum,  addressed  to  himself,  to  be  returned 
by  one  of  his  colleagues,  without  any  adverse 
advice,  which  was  tantamount  to  the  Premier's 
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formal  acquiescence  in  tlie  iicceptance  of  Mr. 
Hall's  resignation ;  and,  such  acceptance  haying 
been  oiliciallj  communicated  to  Mr.  Hall  b^  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  the  Premier,  and  not  the 
QoTemor,  became,  under  the  Constitution,  solely 
responsible  for  the  act. 

"9.  The  G-OTcrnor  feels,  howerer,  in  some 
doubt  now  as  to  the  course  that  should  be 
adopted  in  this  matter.  It  is  a  constitutional 
maxim  that  the  Crown  ought  not  to  notice  de- 
bate in  the  Parliament ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  equally  unconstitutional  for  the  Qovernor's 
name  to  be  brought  into  debate  as  it  has  been. 
No  Minister  or  ex-Minister  has  a  right  to  re- 
real  in  Parliament  what  has  passed  between  the 
Crown  and  himself,  without  the  express  leave  of 
the  Crown  ;  and,  wben  Sir  George  Grey  referred 
to  things  that  had  taken  place  between  himeolf 
and  the  G-ovemor,  he  ought  to  hare  been  stopped 
at  once  by  the  inquiry,  whether  he  had  the  Go- 
Ternor's  permission  to  speak  of  them  at  all.  As 
it  is,  a  matter  which  is  known  fully  only  to  the 
GoTemor  and  his  late  Premier  has  been  alluded 
to  by  the  latter  in  Parliament,  without  permis- 
sion, and  placed  by  him  in  a  light  which  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  whole  truth ;  whilst  the 
Governor  may  possibly  be  lield  to  be  technically 
precluded,  by  the  rules  of  parliamentary  privilege, 
from  refuting  a  charge  which  has  in  such  an  un- 
constitutional manner  been  brought  against  him 
by  his  lat  e  Minister. 

"  10.  In  these  circumstances,  the  Governor  de- 
sires to  place  on  record  in  this  memorandum  a 
statement  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  the 
acceptance  of  Mr.  Hall's  resignation  of  his  seat 
in  the  Legislative  Council,  and  to  leave  the  pre- 
sent Premier  free  to  make  such  use  of  them  as  ho 
may  think  proper.         "  Herctjlbs  Robinson. 

•'  Wellington,  21st  October,  1879." 

Having  received  this  memorandum  from  His 
Excellency  ihe  Gx)vemor,  I  thought  it  right,  in 
order  that  the  whole  circumstances  might  be  fully 
before  this  House,  to  ask  permission  of  the  House 
to  read  it.  That  permission  having  been  granted , 
and  the  memorandum  having  been  read,  I  do  not 
propose  to  make  any  further  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  STEWART.— What  is  the  date  of  it? 

Mr.  HALL.  — It  is  dated  Wellington,  2l8t 
October. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  presume  the  memorandum  will 
be  laid  on,  the  table.  I  hare  not  lieard  one 
half  of  what  was  read  by  the  Premier,  and  I 
trust  he  will  lay  it  on  the  table  of  the  House.  I 
have  seen  the  House  insist  upon  letters  froVn 
which  honorable  members  have  read  being  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HALL. — If  the  honorable  member  will 
move  that  the  document  be  laid  on  the  table,  I 
shall  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  would  rather  not  move  that. 
I  would  rather  see  the  honorable  member  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HALL. — If  the  honorable  member  will 
move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  I  will  consider 
the  motion. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— May  I  ask  the  Hon.  the 
Premier   whether   His   Excellency,   in   quoting 


what  Sir  George  Grey  stated  in  the  House,  says 
from  what  report  he  took  that  statement  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — No,  he  does  not. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— Does  the  honorable  gentle- 
man know  ? 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Then  it  is  an  unfortanate  position 
for  the  honorable  gentleman  to  be  placed  in.  I 
would  at  once  move  that  the  memorandum  be 
laid  on  the  table.  I  should  like  very  much  to 
read  it  carefully ;  but  I  do  not  wish,  when  asked 
to  make  this  motion,  to  do  anything  that  might 
afiect  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House. 
I  should  prefer  leaving  that  to  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  House.  This  is  a  question  affecting  the 
privileges  of  the  House,  and  it  is  due  to  honorable 
members  that  the  Premier  should  lay  the  docu- 
ment on  the  table  without  any  motion  being  made. 

Mr.  FINN.  —  I  consider  that  this  document 
should  be  laid  on  the  table.  It  is  a  most  impor- 
tant memorandum,  and  one  which  requires  the 
caref  nl  consideration  of  every  honorable  member. 
It  is  a  memorandum  from  the  Governor  to  the 
Premier,  and  should  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Do  I  understand  the  honor- 
able member  for  Pamell  to  move  that  this  docu- 
ment be  laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  should  prefer  that  some  leader 
I  of  the  House  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  if 
t  honorable  members  desire  it. 
j  Sir  G.  GREY.— I  move,  That  the  paper  be  laid 
I  on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  be  printed. 
I  Major  ATKINSON.  —  Can  that  question  be 
put,  without  notice  of  motion  having  been  given? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  House  has  a  right  to 
■  demand  that  any  document  read  in  the  House 
should  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in 
laying  the  document  on  the  table.  It  was  from 
no  unwillingness  to  do  so,  but  from  a  delicate 
regard  for  the  privileges  of  the  House  that  I  did 
not  lay  it  on  the  table  at  once. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— The  question  is,  that  the 
document  be  laid  on  the  tabic  of  the  House.  I 
think  this  is  a  most  serious  precedent  to  establish. 
Wc  are  now  admitting  the  commenta  of  the 
Governor  upon  a  speech  delivered  by  one  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  quoted  from  an  anony- 
mous report.  The  memorandum  does  not  state 
the  report  from  which  the  quotation  is  made.  It  is 
not,  I  imagine,  from  Hansard^  as  it  is  not  yet,  I  be- 
lieve, published.  We  allow  the  Governor  to  enter 
this  Hou!)e  in  the  position  of  debater  of  questions 
before  the  House.  I  thought  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  have  taken  the  opportunity,  when 
he  spoke  on  this  question,  of  stating  what  was 
the  Governor's  conception  of  the  question  raised 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames.  I 
think  it  becomes  a  very  serious  precedent  whether 
we  should  allow  comments  from  His  Excellency 
upon  a  debate  which  has  not  been  concluded  in 
this  House — unfavourable  comments  on  a  report 
of  an  honorable  member's  speech  —  a  report 
which,  so  far  as  we  know,  might  quite  incorrectly 
represent  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  what 
was  stated  in  this  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  would  point  out  that 
this  is  entirely  the  action  of  the  House,  and  not 
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the  action  of  my  honorable  friend  at  the  head 
of  the  Gbyernment.  My  honorable  friend  stated 
that  he  had  receiyed  a  communication  from  the 
Ck)Temor,  which  undoubtedly,  in  his  position  as 
Premier,  he  had  a  right  to  receive,  and  which  His 
Excellency  had  a  right  to  communicate  to  him. 
The  document  referred  to  a  matter  in  which  His 
Excellency's  name  was  wrongly  used  in  the  House. 
Ministers  might  have  been  considered  culpable 
in  not  stopping  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  when  he  made  use  of  His  Excellency's 
name.  My  honorable  friend  asked  permission  of 
the  House  to  read  the  document.  The  House 
desired  that  it  should  be  read.  Therefore  there  is 
no  question  of  privilege.  My  honorable  friend 
hesitated  to  lay  the  document  on  the  table,  lest  it 
might  interfere  with  the  privilege  of  the  House. 
The  House  has  desired  that  it  should  be  laid  on 
the  table.  The  whole  action  has  been  the  action 
of  the  House.  Now  that  it  has  gone  so  far,  I 
hope  that  this  document  will  be  printed,  for  the 
information  of  honorable  members  and  of  the 
country. 

Sir  G.  OBEY.— Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
oflfer  a  few  observations  to  the  House  on  the 
paper  itself.  I  think,  as  far  as  the  Gbvemor  has 
stated  what  passed,  his  statement  is  as  correct 
and  fair  as  a  statement  of  a  person  writing  some 
time  after  the  event  can  possibly  be.  I  cannot 
admit  that  the  Governor  has  stated  everything 
that  passed.  I  did  not  like  to  allude  to  what 
passea  between  the  Governor  and  myself:  I 
mean  the  documents  that  passed  between  us.  I 
said  the  Governor  did  not  state  all  that  passed — 
that  something  most  material  regarding  the  cir- 
oumstances  of  the  case  had  not  been  stated.  I  am 
quite  satisfied  with  what  the  Governor  has  stated. 
I  am  sure  no  one  can  consider  that  paper  without 
feeling  that  I  gave  the  Governor  true  advice,  such 
as  a  faithful  Adviser  ought  to  give.  I  did  not 
advise  His  Excellency  to  appoint  Mr.  Hall.  The 
Ministry  were  under  a  vote  of  censure.  If  honor- 
able members  will  refer  to  the  documents  laid 
before  this  House  they  will  find  that  the  Go- 
vernor expressed  himself  in  very  strong  terms 
with  regard  to  us  and  that  vote  of  censure — 
terms  which  I  think  were  very  improper.  I 
think  his  words  were,  that  we  had  been  con- 
demned by  the  House.  I  really  forget  the  exact 
expression,  but  it  made  the  impression  upon  my 
mind  as  being  very  unfriendly  and  improper. 
At  the  time  this  discussion  took  place  between 
the  Governor  and  myself,  the  elections  were 
going  on,  and  it  was  clearly  our  duty  not  to 
resign  at  that  moment,  and  plunge  the  country 
in  very  great  dilficullies  indeed.  The  course  the 
Government  took  was  simply  this:  The  Governor 
admits  that  he  refused  to  take  our  advice  ;  he 
admits  that  he  did  not  take  our  advice  formally 
given — that  he  told  us  that  wo  must  retire  from 
office 

Mr.  HALL. — Or  acquiesce. 

Sir.  G.  GREY. — That  we  must  resign  or  ac- 
quiesce :  I  have  no  intention  of  misstating  the 
terms  used.  I  accept  what  the  Governor  says. 
He  said  to  me,  "  You  are  adverse  to  Mr.  Hall 
doing  what  he  did  before" — that  is,  using  the 
Council  for  his  own  convenience.  I  say  that  was 
Major  AtkiMon 


my  adyice.  If  you  will  look  at  the  papers  you 
wUl  see  that  that  is  what  I  have  always  stated. 
Then  the  Governor  goes  on  to  say  that  he  replied, 
**  I  will  not  take  your  advice ;  if  you  do  not  ac- 
quiesce, you  must  resign."  I  beheve  I  am  right 
in  stating  that  that  is  the  position  he  took  up. 
The  Premier  himself  has  said  so. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  will  read  that  passage  again  :— 
"  The  Gbvemor  replied  that  this  view  was  un- 
doubtedly sound,  but  that  the  Governor  could 
always  i-eject  Ministerial  advice  if  he  were  pre- 
pared to  face  the  constitutional  consequences; 
and  that,  in  this  case,  if  such  advice  were  ten- 
dered, he  should  unquestionably  refuse  it,  which 
would  leave  the  Premier  with  the  constitutional 
alternative  of  resignation  or  acquiescence  in  the 
refusal." 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  say.  looking  at  ilie  posi- 
tion of  the  country  at  the  time,  and  locJdng 
at  the  position  I  was  in,  I  am  certain  that 
I  was  right  in  saying  that  Mr.  Hall  was  the 
Governor's  choice.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  say  more  upon  that  point.  The  Governor 
has  used  harsh  words  reganling  myself;  I  have 
not  used  any  harsh  words  regarding  him.  He 
has  said  that  I  have  told  only  half  the  truth.  I 
ask  honorable  members  to  judge  from  this  state- 
ment whether  what  I  said  to  the  House  was  not 
the  whole  truth.  If  the  circumstances  I  alladed 
to  were  added,  I  am  certain  that  there  would  be  a 
unanimous  verdict  throughout  the  country,  even 
among  persons  hostile  to  myself,  that  I  had  told 
the  whole  truth  in  the  matter,  and  that  I  had 
made  a  fair  and  proper  statement  to  the  House. 
I  now  merely  want  to  remove  another  error.  I 
am  sure  the  honorable  member  for  Avon  will  do 
me  justice  in  this  respect.  He  said  the  other 
night  that  I  was  bound  by  oath  to  secrecy 
regarding  the  advice  I  gave  the  Qt)vernor.  I 
think  Tou  will  admit  that  he  said  that.  It  was 
said  in  the  House  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
the  other  day.  Now,  Sir,  no  oath  whatever  was 
imposed  on  me,  nor  do  I  admit  that  it  is  un- 
constitutional that  the  Ministry  should  state  what 
takes  place  between  it  and  the  Crown  without 
the  Crown's  permission.  That  has  been  done  over 
and  over  again  ;  and,  if  we  knew  our  own  rights 
and  privileges,  if  we  knew  the  necessities  under 
which  our  Ministers  will  be  placed,  we  sliould 
insist  upon  it  here — that  the  Ministry  should  be 
entitled  io  state  to  the  House  all  things  neces- 
sary for  the  House  to  know  with  regard  to  what 
passes  between  the  Governor  and  bis  Ministers. 
In  the  United  States  all  these  things  are  re- 
quired to  pass  in  writing.  That  is  a  rule  wbieh 
1  always  insisted  on  when  Governor.  I,  »* 
Governor,  insisted  that  it  should  be  done ;  and  I 
believe  it  was  the  proper  rule  to  follow.  I  think, 
for  tlie  future,  all  these  things  ought  to  be  put  in 
writing,  and  that  the  Ministers  should  have  a 
full  and  understood  right  to  tell  this  House  of 
Representatives  everything  which  the  pubhc  good 
requires  should  be  known.  That  is  the  question. 
What  does  the  public  good,  the  good  of  the  State 
at  large,  require  to  bo  made  public  ?  We  ou^rht 
not  to  allow  any  false  delicacy  to  intervene.  For 
the  future  I  will  insist,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
on  such  a  rule.    I  accept  cheerfully  the  state- 
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ment  made  hy  the  Goremor.  I  throw  up  to 
bim  no  hard  words  Buch  as  he  used  to  me, 
though  I  belicTe  I  should  he  more  juslified  in 
dmng  so  than  he  was ;  but  I  will  rest  on  that 
itateuient  alone,  whether  it  does  not  confirm 
ereryword  I  have  said,  and  whether  I  did  not 
tell  the  House  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
DothiDg  but  the  truth,  when  I  said  that  I  did 
Dot  adnse  the  Goyemor  to  appoint  Mr.  Hall, 
that  he  was  his  own  choice,  and  that  he  forced 
on  the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Hall's  resignation  as  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.  —  Sir,  before  you  put  the 
motion,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  object  most  seriously 
to  a  garbled  statement  being  received  by  this 
Hoase.  There  are  statements  in  that  paper 
which  will  convey  certain  impressions  abroad. 
1  should  like  to  see  it  printed ;  but,  before  it  is 
printed,  I  should  like  to  see  the  source  from 
which  the  information  was  obtained  —  to  be 
ittacbed  to  it.  If  it  is  taken  from  Hansard^ 
let  Hantard  be  quoted.  If  the  information  was 
derited  from  a  member  of  this  House,  let  it 
appear  on  the  face  of  it  from  what  source  the  in- 
formation comes.  If  the  authority  is  not  given, 
it  would  be  most  unfair  for  this  House  to  receive 
it.  I  shall  oppose  the  receiving  of  it  in  its  pre- 
sent state. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL.— I  trust  that  the  proposal 
DOW  made  to  lay  the  paper  on  the  table  will  not 
be  carried.  I  regret  very  much  that  the  Premier 
has  taken  the  step  he  has  done.  In  my  opinion 
it  ij  calculated  to  bring  the  Governor  into  col- 
lisbn  with  the  House,  and  is  very  much  to  be 
deprecated.  The  effect  of  this  would  be  that 
Ministers— whatever  side  they  may  be  on — would 
»helter  themselves  under  any  accusation  by  a  com- 
munication from  His  Excellency  being  laid  on  the 
table.  I  regret  this  should  have  occurred,  and,  if 
BO  other  honorable  member  asks  for  a  division,  I 
ihall  call  for  one,  and  shall  consider  that  I  am 
simply  doing  my  duty.  The  House  has  it  now 
in  its  own  hands,  if  quite  satisfied  on  the  point, 
to  introduce  a  clause  in  the  Act  that  no  person 
shall  be  eligible  for  a  seat  in  this  House  unless 
he  has  been  reuooved  from  the  Legislative  Council 
for  some  time.  But  to  endeavour  to  import  such 
a  serious  matter  as  this  into  the  debate  is  a  very 
fatal  aiiitake,  and  I  shall  call  for  a  division  on 
the  question,  if  no  other  honorable  member  thinks 
proper  to  do  so. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB.— I  quite  agree  with  the 
last  speaker.  I  also  agree  with  the  statement 
that  the  Ministry  are  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
His  Excellency.  Therefore  I  intend  to  propose 
the  following  amendment,  if  I  am  in  order : 
That  the  Hon.  the  Premier,  in  communicating 
a  written  opinion  of  His  Excellency  tbe  Gt)vern6r 
ftflecting  on  a  member  of  this  House,  with  the 
intention  of  influencing  opinion  in  Parliament, 
las  been  guilty  of  a  gross  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  was  going  to  suggest  that  this 
might  be  a  very  favourable  opportunity  to  bring 
on  Motion  Ko.  21.  When  the  honorable  member 
for  Mom)t  Ida  moved  his  amendment,  I  was  on 
the  point  of  suggesting  that  this  might  be  a 
iavoorable  opportunity  for  taking  the  whole  ques- 


tion into  consideratipn.  We  have  to  reply  in 
some  way.    It  is  a  p&per  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — Does  the  honorable  member 
speak  to  the  amendment  P 

Mr.  MOSS.— No,  Sir.  That  amendment  hav- 
ing been  brought  forward  now,  of  course  the  idea 
which  passed  through  my  mind  is  not  applicable. 
We  cannot  bring  on  Motion  No.  21,  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  wislies  to 
move.  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  I  shall  have 
an  opportunity,  at  some  later  period  of  the  de- 
bate, of  speaking  to  the  amendment,  if  I  desire 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Pamell  will  be  in  order  in  speaking  to  the  amend- 
ment later  on,  if  he  wishes  to  do  so. 

Mr.  HALL. — Sir,  I  can  only  imagine  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  wns  not  in  the 
House  when  I  first  read  this  statement.  I  am 
sure  an  honorable  gentleman  of  his  clearness  of 
perception  would  not  have  moved  the  amendment 
he  has  moved,  if  he  had  been  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  I  made  that  communica- 
tion to  the  House. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.  — I  was  told  that  the 
lionorable  member  asked  tho  House  whether  it 
should  be  communicated  or  not ;  but  I  take  it  that 
it  was  the  Premier's  duty  to  lead  the  House. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  told  the  House  that  a  commu- 
nication had  been  made  to  me.  I  said  a  memo- 
randum had  been  addressed  by  the  Governor  to 
myself,  not  at  all  to  the  House,  and  I  asked  the 
House  whether  it  desired  that  memorandum  to 
be  read.  That  question  was  put  from  the  chair, 
and  was  carried  without  any  dissentient  voice ; 
and  therefore  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the  read- 
ing of  that  memorandum  was  by  the  unanimous 
desire  of  the  House  itself. 

Hon.  Members. — "  No,  no."    "  Yes,  yes." 

Mr.  HALL. — If  it  was  not  the  unanimous  de- 
sire of  tho  House  that  it  should  be  read,  why  did 
no  honorable  member  object  ?  I  stated  as  clearly 
as  I  could  the  purport  of  this  memorandum,  and 
the  House  desired  that  it  might  be  read.  The 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  now  moves  that 
doing  what  the  House  ordered  me  to  do  is  a 
breach  of  privilege.  I  ask  members  of  the  legal 
profession,  whatever  their  party  feelings  may  be — 
I  ask  all  honorable  members — not  to  commit 
themselves  to  such  an  obvious  absurdity  as  to 
declare  that  to  be  a  breach  of  privilege,  for  the 
House  itself  ordered  me  to  do  that  which  I  did. 
The  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  was  not 
then  present.  If  any  honorable  member  present 
thought  it  was  an  unconstitutional  proceeding,  ho 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  raise  his  voice  against 
it.  It  is  not  a  communication  from  the  Governor 
to  the  House,  but  to  myself.  Now,  what  may 
undoubtedly  be  a  breach  of  privilege  is,  that  the 
Crown  should  interfere  in  the  debates  of  this 
House.  But  this  is  an  entirely  different  pro- 
ceeding. It  is  an  explanation  in  reference  to 
something  tliat  took  place  in  the  Hou^e,  with  re- 
gard to  which  I  informed  His  Excellency,  and 
about  the  accuracy  of  which  I  do  not  find  that 
there  is  any  dispute  whatever.  The  memorandum 
is  one  not  addressed  to  the  House,  but  to  myself. 
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but  laid  ou  the  table  by  the  orders  of  the  Hoase 
itaelf.     Now,  how  any  honorablo  gentleman 

Sir  G.  GULEY.— I  beg  the  honorable  genlle- 
man's  pardon.  I  did  not  hear  what  the  honor- 
able member  said  as  to  "  accuracy." 

Mr.  HALL. — I  have  not  heard  anj  dispute  of 
the  accuracy  of  the  quotation  of  the  honorable 
gentleman's  speech.  1  read  it  rery  carefully  and 
very  slowly,  and  I  did  not  gather  from  the  honor- 
able gentleman  at  the  time,  or  when  he  spoke, 
that  he  in  any  way  disputed  the  accuracy  of  the 
report.  That  is  all  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
say  on  the  present  occasion.  I  ask  honorable 
members  to  approach  the  subject  with  this  con- 
sideration :  that  what  has  been  done  is  by  order 
of  the  House  itself.  We  shall  make  ourseWes 
ridiculous  if  we  declare  that  to  be  a  breach  of 
privilege  which  we  ourselves  have  ordered  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  I  think  that  this 
has  been  a  very  unfortunate  circumstance  alto- 
getlier.  The  honorable  gentleman  came  down 
here  and  stated  that  he  had  a  memorandum  from 
Uis  Excellency  respecting  a  matter  which  took 
place  in  this  House,  and  which  His  Excellency 
wished  him  to  read,  or  to  use  in  any  manner  he 
thought  right.  Now,  when  the  House  sanctioned 
the  reading  of  the  memorandum,  there  was  not  a 
member  of  this  House  who  thought  there  would 
be  anything  in  that  message  casting  reflections 
on  any  member  of  this  House,  and  I  believed  that 
my  honorable  friend  the  Premier  would  be  very 
careful  not  to  read  any  memorandum  from  His 
Excellency  which  cast  any  reflections,  because  it 
is  a  gross  breach  of  privilege  for  any  Governor  to 
cast  reflections  on  a  niember  for  anything  said 
in  this  House.  There  is  just  this  about  it :  that 
the  House,  not  knowing  what  was  in  that  mes- 
sage, concurred  in  that  mefsage  being  read, 
and  the  House  has  got  into  the  position  that 
we  hare  given  our  sanction  to  this  commu- 
nication being  made.  Whatever  may  be  our 
opinion  respecting  the  matter  of  that  communi- 
cation —  ond  I  must  say  that  I  object  to 
some  of  the  expressions  contained  in  that  memo- 
randum—I think  the  better  way  to  get  out  of 
this  very  unfortunate  difficulty  into  which  we 
have  fallen  will  be  to  ask  the  honorable  member 
for  Mount  Ida  to  withdraw  his  amendment — I 
think  that  will  bo  the  best  way  to  get  out  of  it ; 
and  we  shall  learn  from  this  circMmstance  to 
receive  with  very  great  caution  indeed  any  com- 
munication for  the  future.  I  put  it  to  the 
honorable  member — who,  I  believe,  is  anxious  to 
maintain  the  privileges  of  this  House — whether 
he  will  not  think,  after  consideration,  that  he  was 
not  sufficiently  careful  in  reading  a  memorandum 
casting  reflections  on  a  member  of  this  House.  I 
therefore  ask  the  honorable  member  for  Mount 
Ida,  as  I  consider  it  the  best  way  of  getting  out 
of  the  difficulty  into  which  we  have  unwittingly 
and  unfortunately  fallen,  to  allow  the  amendment 
to  be  withdrawn  ,-  but  I  do  not  wish  the  motion, 
*•  That  the  paper  be  laid  on  the  table,"  to  be  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  STEWART.— I  regard  the  reading  of  this 
message  as  very  important  from  two  points  of 
view.  One  is,  that  the  message  satisfactorily  con- 
Mr,  Hall 


firms  the  statement  which  the  honorable  member 
(Sir  G.  Grey)  made  in  this  House  the  otlier  even- 
ing— namely,  that  he  waa  opposed  to  the  Upper 
House  being  made  a  sort  of  rope-dancing  saloon, 
to  which  members  could  go  up  and  come  down  ^m 
it  suited  their  convenience.  That,  I  take  it,  it 
practically  what  was  stated  by  Sir  George  Grej. 
The  communication  is  important  from  another 
point  of  view,  and  that  is  this :  that  His  Excel- 
lency seems  to  be  unnecessarily  anxious  as  to  the 
fate  of  the  business  now  before  the  House.  I  »y 
unnecessarily  anxious,  because  there  is  no  occa- 
sion whatever  for  a  communication  of  this  sort 
being  addressed  by  His  Excellency  to  the  Premier 
of  the  colony.  Had  His  Excellency  intended  to 
communicate  to  this  House  in  such  a  way  as  to 
place  the  House  in  a  fair  position  to  reply  to  him, 
I  apprehend  his  course  was  to  send  down  a  mes- 
sage, so  that  the  House  could  reply  to  it  in  a 
constitutional  manner.  Instead  of  this,  what  do 
we  find  ?  We  find  a  communication  which  is  in- 
tended to  be  private  or  not  private  at  the  will  of 
the  Premier — a  communication  which  is -placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Premier  to  be  used  by  him  at  his 
own  discretion.  I  apprehend  that,  if  His  Excel- 
lency intended  that  communication  to  be  handed 
to  this  House,  he  ought  to  have  sent  it  down  by 
message,  and  he  might  have  expected  some  reply. 
Instc^  of  that,  this  course  has  been  adopted : 
His  Excellency  prepares  a  carefully- written  dooa- 
ment ;  he  hands  it  to  his  Premier,  and  he  says, 
"  I  now  make  you  guardian  of  my  conscience  — 
guardian  of  my  duty  as  Governor  of  this  colony.'* 
The  Premier  then  comes  down  to  this  Hou«e 
and  says,  "  I  will  not  take  any  responsibility ; 
I  throw  the  responsibility  on  the  House.  I 
ask  the  House  to  say  whether  it  will  allow  me 
to  lead  this  communication" — without  in  the 
slightest  degree  indicating  the  nature  of  its  con- 
tents. Of  course  I  wish  to  speak  of  His  Ex- 
cellency vith  the  greatest  respect;  but  I  sub- 
mit that  1.1*  has  unwittingly  thrown  himself  into 
a  false  position,  and  that  the  Premier  of  the 
colony  has  endeavoured  to  shirk  the  responsi- 
bility which  constitutionally  devolves  upon  him, 
and  to  throw  it  on  this  House.  Now,  I  submit 
that  the  Premier's  clear  duty  was  to  have  come 
down  boldly  and  stated,  *'  I  have  a  communication 
relating  to  so-and-so.  I  do  not  wish  to  read  the 
contents  ;  I  do  not  wish  to  state  fully  what  His 
Excellency's  views  are ;  but  I  wish,  in  the  first 
place,  to  indicate  what  the  communication  is,  and 
to  ask  the  leave  of  the  House  as  to  whether  I 
shall  read  it  or  not."  But  what  did  the  Premier 
do  ?  He  said,  "  I  have  a  communication  from 
His  Excellency  the  GK>vemor.  It  is  a  document 
which  I  am  at  liberty  to  read  or  not,  just  veiy 
much  as  circumstances  may  arise.  But  I  am  so 
afraid  of  reading  it,  in  case  I  may  get  into  a  diffi- 
culty, that  I  throw  mytelf  upon  the  mercy  of  the 
House."  Sir,  is  that  a  position  which  the  Pre- 
mier of  this  colony  should  occupy  ?  I  say,  it  is 
degrading  to  constitutional  government  that  a 
Premier  should  come  and  throw  himself  upon  the 
mercy — the  absolute  mercy — of  this  House  as  to 
what  he  should  do  and  what  he  should  not  do. 
Then,  not  satisfied  with  that,  he  reads  the  docu- 
ment to  the  House ;  but  he  is  afraid  to  go  any 
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further.  He  says,  "  This  docamenfc  having  been 
read,  what  am  I  to  do  with  it  next?  I  will 
not  move  that  it  be  placed  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  I  want  some  obscure  member  of  tlie 
Opposition  to  do  that."  If  a  course  of  tliis 
kind  is  to  be  followed,  there  will  be  no  proper 
responsible  government  in  tlie  colonj,  and  His 
Excellency  will  be  placed  in  an  entirely  false 
position  with  regard  to  the  House.  The  clear 
duty  of  his  Ministry  is  to  take  the  responsibility 
and  the  whole  responsibility,  and  not  to  divide  it 
between  the  Governor  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
House  on  the  other.  Their  duty  is  perfectly  clear. 
They  have  shirked  that  duty,  and  the  blame  must 
rest  entirely  upon  themselves.  Although  I  have 
spoken  somewhat  earnestly  on  the  matter,  I  confess 
I  do  not  feel  very  strongly. — (Laughter.) — What 
I  mean  to  say  is  that,  while  I  believe  beyond  a 
doubt  that  the  Ministry  have  placed  themselves 
in  a  false  position,  yet,  as  far  as  His  Excellency's 
communication  is  concerned,  I  have  no  strong 
feeling  one  way  or  the  other.  I  feel  very  much 
the  same  as  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa — 
that  the  House  has  drifted  unwittingly  into  a 
somewhat  false  position.  I  sympathize  very  much 
with  His  Excellency  ;  and  I  grieve  to  see  that  his 
Advisers  have  allowed  the  matter  to  drift  into  the 
position  it  has  assumed.  I  see  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon  is  ready  to  get  up  to  attack 
me ;  but  all  I  say  is  this  :  that  the  quietest  way 
would  be  the  best  way  out  of  the  ditficully,  and 
that  this  will  afford  a  lesson  to  members  not  to  be 
so  trustful  in  future,  but  to  tell  the  Premier  that 
whatever  communication  he  wishes  to  bring  to 
the  House  he  must  convey  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, and  must  stand  the  consequences.  In  the 
next  place,  if  His  Excellency  wishes  to  communi- 
cate with  this  House,  and  not  with  the  Premier, 
and  if  he  expects  a  reply  to  his  message,  he  must 
send  it  down  in  a  proper  and  constitutional 
manner.  I  apprehend  that  the  course  was  per- 
fectly clear,  and  that,  instead  of  taking  the  clear, 
simple,  and  e^sy  course,  the  Ministry  have  re- 
sorted to  a  circuitous  method,  with  a  view  of 
shirking  their  duty,  and  throwing  upon  the 
House  the  responsibility  which  should  properly 
devolve  upon  themselre^. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  honorable  gentleman 
need  not  be  afraid  that  I  am  going  to  attack 
him.  I  rise  to  say  what  I  think  is  the  position  at 
the  present  time.  A  statement  has  been  made  to 
this  House  that  the  Legislative  Council  has  been 
used  for  party  convenience — that  the  Governor 
of  this  colony  has  lent  himself,  for  party  purposes, 
to  a  course  of  action  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  adopted.  Now,  it  is  a  constitutional  maxim 
which  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  there  is  no 
act  of  the  Crown  for  which  some  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  in  Parliament  cannot  be  found  to 
be  responsible.  I  ask,  who  is  responsible  for 
this  act  which  is  complained  of?  The  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey)  got 
up  in  the  House  and  distinctly  gave  it  to  under- 
stand that  he  was  not  responsible  for  putting 
my  honorable  friend  the  Premier  into  the  posi- 
tion of  serving  the  people  in  the  office  which  he 
now  holds.  That  is  what  he  gave  the  House 
distinctly  to  understand.  If  he  is  not  responsible, 


who  is  responsible  ?  Clearly  the  Ministry  that 
sits  on  these  benches  would  have  been  respon- 
sible, if  he  is  not — that  is,  if  he  had  followed 
the  proper  constitutional  course.  If  his  advice 
was  refused,  he  was  bound  to  resign,  and  a 
Ministry  must  have  been  formed  by  the  Governor 
that  would  defend  his  action  on  this  very  point 
on  these  benches.  Did  the  honorable  member 
do  that?  Not  a  bit  of  it.  He  took  what  was 
an  indication  of  the  Governor's  mind,  and  went 
away.  He  left  His  Excellency — according  to  the 
statement  which  has  been  read — ^with  the  under- 
standing that  he  would  communicate  further  with 
him  after  consulting  his  colleagues.  Well,  he 
went  and  consulted  his  colleagues ;  and  his  col- 
league, the  honorable  member  for  Totara,  sent 
up  a  memorandum,  which  distinctly  takes  the 
responsibility ;  he  conveyed  the  decision  of  the 
Governor  to  my  honorable  friend  the  Premier, 
that  his  resignation  would  be  accepted;  and 
from  that  moment  the  Ministry  were  distinctly 
responsible  for  that  act.  There  was  never  a 
greater  constitutional  principle  before  this  House 
than  there  is  at  the  present  time — whether  there 
are  to  be  acts  of  the  Crown  for  which  nobody  is 
to  be  found  responsible  here.  I  am  not  going  to 
sit  on  these  benches,  and  I  am  sure  my  colleagues 
are  not,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  defend  the 
action  of  His  Excellency  as  long  as  we  hold  this 
position.  That,  Sir,  is  our  purpose ;  and  I  appeal 
to  this  House  not  to  let  party  strife  come  in  upon 
this  question.  I  ask  honorable  members  to  con- 
sider their  position  as  Englishmen — as  gentlemen 
— and  to  rise  above  what  has  taken  place  for  the 
last  two  years,  when  Ministers  have  sat  on  these 
benches  and  have  traduced  the  Crown — have  led 
this  House  to  treat  the  Crown  with  contempt — 
have  sat  here  and  been  willing  to  put  up  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  abuse  an  absent  gentleman, 
and  not  only  an  absent  gentleman,  but  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Crown.  Our  Constitution,  Sir,  is 
imminently  in  danger  if  men  in  the  position  of 
the  late  Premier  are  to  take  the  course  he  has 
taken.  I  felt  very  strongly  before — what  is  now 
recognized  all  over  the  British  colonies,  and  by 
everybody  who  has  any  knowledge  of  constitu- 
tional government — that  the  honorable  member 
dragged  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  through  the 
dirt  on  that  privilege  question  of  the  late  Gover- 
nor, Lord  Normanby.  Such  a  thing  was  never 
heard  of  among  reasonable  men.  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  the  House  was  ent  irely  led  away  by 
party  spirit  at  that  time ;  and  I  do  hope  that  on 
the  present  occasion  they  will  look  upon  this  as 
a  great  question  of  principle — that  we  are  not  to 
have  it  asserted  on  the  floor  of  this  House  that 
there  is  any  act  of  the  Crown  for  which  nobody 
is  responsible ;  and  that  there  will  never  be 
a  Governor  tolerated  in  this  colony  who  will  act 
irresponsibly  and  without  the  advice  of  Ministers. 
The  advice  of  Ministers  is  as  distinct  as  possible 
in  this  case.  The  late  Ministry  were  responsible 
for  this  act ;  and  they  come  down  here,  and  ven- 
ture to  do  what  I  think  will  be  stigmatized  as 
one  of  the  meanest  tricks  in  the  whole  world. 
They  gave  the  House  to  understand  that  the 
Gt>T6rnor  has  done  an  act  for  which  they  were 
not  responsible.     I  ask  the  House  to  consider 
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that  point,  and  not  to  be  led  away  from  it.  Wc 
have  got  a  great  principle  to  decide— namely, 
whether  the  Crown  is  to  take  action  for  which  the 
Ministry  of  the  day  are  not  responsible.  Resig- 
nation is  the  clear  course  for  any  Ministry  who 
disapproTe  of  the  action  of  the  GoTcrnor.  If  the 
GoTemor  were  to  act  as  my  honorable  friend  used 
to  do  when  he  was  Gbrernor,  and  set  aside  the 
will  of  the  people,  sooner  or  later  he  would  be 
brought  to  book  by  the  resignation  of  Ministers 
and  their  declining  to  serve  under  any  one  who 
would  act  without  advice.  That  is  the  constitu- 
tional position,  as  I  take  it.  I  hope  we  shall  stick 
to  it,  and  not  be  led  away  by  any  party  feeling. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  fully  admit  the  constitu- 
tional doctrine  that,  in  the  case  of  a  Ministry 
advising  the  Governor  to  perform  an  act,  if  the 
Governor  did  not  choose  to  adopt  their  advice, 
or  if  he  acted  without  their  advice,  and  the 
Ministry  continued  in  office,  that  Ministry  is  con- 
stitutionally responsible  for  the  action  taken  by 
the  Governor.  My  honorable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey)  never  denied 
that  the  late  Government  were  constitutionally 
responsible  for  the  act  of  the  Governor  in  not 
accepting  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Uall. 
We  did  not  resign,  and  therefore  we  are  respon- 
sible. But  that  is  not  the  question  before  the 
House.  The  quest  ion  before  the  House  is,  whether 
it  is  constitutional  for  the  Crown  to  take  part  in 
the  debates  in  this  House.  By  admitting  this 
document,  and  laying  it  on  the  table,  we  set  the 
precedent  that  it  is  allowable  for  the  Gt)vemor  to 
take  reports — I  do  not  know  what  reports  they 
were — if  what  members  state  in  the  House,  to 
give  his  opinion  upon  them,  to  comment  upon 
them  in  a  severe  manner,  and  to  reflect  upon 
honorable  members  on  account  of  their  speeches 
in  this  House.  There  are  statements  in  the 
memorandum  for  which,  if  His  Excellency  were 
a  member  of  this  House,  lie  might  possibly  be 
called  to  order.  He  says  that  a  member  stated 
what  was  only  part  of  the  trutrii,  or,  in  fact,  an 
untruth.  Well,  I  say  that  is  unconstitutional. 
The  Constitution  is  in  danger,  if  we  allow  this 
practice  lo  be  adopted,  that  while  we  are  speaking 
in  this  House  messages  are  to  be  ^ent  through  the 
Premier  commenting  and  reflecting  upon  state- 
ments made  by  members  in  this  House  upon  a 
question  which,  as  in  this  case,  is  still  pending, 
and,  as  in  this  case,  commenting  upon  reports 
which  are,  so  far  as  we  know,  anonymous.  The 
Premier  could  have  easily  followed  this  course : 
Ho  could,  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor,  have 
got  the  records  of  the  oflice,  showing  the  minutes 
regarding  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation,  and 
he  could  have  placed  them  on  the  table  by 
command  of  His  Excellency.  There  could  have 
been  no  objection  to  that  course.  But  what 
does  he  do  ?  In  a  Ministerial  statement  he  comes 
and  states  that  His  Excellency  has  intrusted  to 
him  a  memorandum  conveying  His  Excellency's 
opinions  with  regard  to  the  facts  of  a  case  re- 
ferred to  in  debate  by  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Tliames.  We  did  not  know  what  that  memo- 
randum was.  We  allowed  it  to  be  read.  Wo 
find  that  the  memorandum  casts  severe  reflec- 
tions upon  a  speech  made  by  an  honorable  mem- 
Mr,  Rolleston 


her  of  this  House,  and  is  founded  upon  a  report 
the  nature  of  which  is  not  stated.  I  say  that 
to  admit  that  as  a  precedent  would  be  a  serioai 
breach  of  our  constitutional  principles.  We  have 
freedom  of  speech  in  this  House,  and  the  Crown 
has  no  right  to  comment  upon  the  speeches  mide 
by  members  of  this  House.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Idft 
is  going  to  withdraw  his  amendment.  If  he 
does,  1  think  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  should  also  withdraw  his  motion  that 
the  paper  be  laid  on  the  table :  if  the  honoral^e 
member  presses  his  motion  to  a  division,  I  shall 
certainly  vote  against  it,  as  I  think  it  would  be  a 
very  dangerous  precedent  to  lay  this  pap^  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  should  not  like  the  remarb 
of  the  Premier  as  to  the  responsibility  for  hii 
act  to  pass  by  unnoticed.  Honorable  memben 
will  recollect  that,  after  he  made  his  preliminary 
statement  to  the  House,  I  asked  -vibetber  the 
paper  he  was  about  to  read  was  a  message  from 
the  Crown,  and  I  pointed  out  that  the  course  he 
proposed  to  take  would  form  a  very  inconvenient 
precedent.  The  honorable  gentleman  turned 
round  and  told  me  that  I  could  not  have  heard 
what  he  said,  otherwise  I  should  not  have  made 
that  remark.  I  was  completely  misled.  I  un- 
derstood that,  the  Premier's  attention  having 
been  called  to  the  inconvenience  of  what  he 
was  about  to  do,  everything  would  have  be«i 
thoroughly  in  order.  If  I  had  anticipated,  that  he 
was  going  to  read  not  only  a  statement  of  facti, 
but  also  comments  from  the  Governor,  comments 
which  clearly  are  not  admissible,  I  should  oe^ 
tainly  have  given  my  voice  with  the  Noes.  With 
regard  to  the  remark  of  the  Minister  of  Justice 
in  reference  to  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  he  must  remember  that  the  Premier  is 
jointly  responsible  with  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  for  the  remark  that  he  gave 
no  advice  to  His  Excellency,  because  it  was  in 
answer  to  a  question  put  by  the  Premier  that 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  said  be 
had  tendered  no  advice.  1  hope  the  matter 
will  now  be  allowed  to  drop.  I  believe  the  Op- 
po>ition  were  not  sufficiently  attentive  to  their 
duties  in  allowing  the  Premier  to  read  the  memo- 
randum. I  hope  the  motion  and  amendment 
will  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  must  say  that  I  agree 
with  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  express  re- 
gret that  this  matter  should  have  cropped  up  at 
all.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  House  has  got  into 
an  unfortunate  position,  and  I  believe  honorable 
gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House  who  are  of 
a  reasonable  frame  of  mind  will  regret  that  any- 
thing of  the  sort  should  have  occurred.  I  would 
point  out  that  the  whole  of  this  unpleasant  and 
embarrassing  matter  has  arisen  entirely  from  the 
habit  of  tho  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  of 
introducing  the  Govemor^s  name  into  discuition 
in  this  House.  When  I  heard  \he  honorable 
gentleman  make  his  remarks  tho  other  night,  I 
expected  that  some  unpleasantness  would  ariif, 
because  I  felt  that  he  was  introducing  an  element 
into  our  debates  which  could  not  be  conveniently 
or  constitutionally  introduced  into  them.    He 
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mentioned  matters  of  whicli  this  House  had  no 
cognizance,  and  which  no  member  of  this  House 
could  answer,  and  the  only  way  in   which  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  be  answered  was  by 
some  such  course  as  that  adopted  by  the  Premier. 
The  only  person  who  could  answer  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  was  a  person  who  was 
not  in  this  House,  and  the  only  person  through 
whom  be  could  answer  was  the  honorable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Gorernmeut,  or  one  of 
the  other  Ministers.     Now,  it  is  quite  clear  that, 
if  the  GoTernor's  name  is  to  be  introduced  into 
our  debates,  and  if  the  confidential  communica- 
tions of  the  6h)Temor  are  to  be  mentioned  in  this 
House,  then  the  only  possible  course  to  be  adopted 
is,    that  memoranda  or  communications  of  this 
kind  should  be  made  to  the  House  in  an  indirect 
way  by  the  Governor ;  and  nothing  more  damag- 
ing than  that  could  be  conceived,   because   the 
Governor,  however  unwilling  he  might  be,  could 
at  once  be  made  a  party  combatant.     It  is  laid 
down  by  parliamentary  authorities  that  both  sides 
should  be  most  cautious  not  to  place  the  Governor 
in  the  position  of  a  party  combatant ;   but,  if 
one  party  does  it,  it  is  next  to  inevitable  that  the 
other  party  will  adopt  some  means  to  combat  the 
allegations  they  make.     I  was  very  sorry  to  hear 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  make  the 
stat-ements  to  which  I  have  referred,  but  I  think 
he  was  led  away  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  or 
perhaps  by  the  licat  of  debate,  into  making  direct 
references  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor.     I  do 
not  blame  the  honorable  gentleman,  but  I  am 
exceedingly  sorry  that  he  did  so.     If  the  same 
Une  of  conduct   is   adopted  in  future   by  that 
honorable  gentleman,  or  by  any  other  honorable 
member,  we    shall    continually  have    questions 
raised  as  to  invasions  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House.     Honorable    gentlemen    will    remember 
that  in  1877,  when  something  of  the  same  kind 
took    place,  I   took   a  very  strong  view  of  the 
matter,  in  which  I  differed  very  much  from  some 
of  my  friends   for  whose  opinions   I   have  the 
greatest   possible   respect.      I  went  with   those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  took  the  view  that  the 
House  ought  to  resent  in  the  most  determined 
manner  any   interference  with  its  debates.      I 
voted  on  that  occasion  for  censuring  the  Go- 
vernor for  being  a  party  to  what  was  a  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  this  House.     I  believe  I  was 
technically  wrong ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  had 
no  hesitation  in  voting  for  the  assertion  of  our 
privileges ;    and  on   this  occasion  I  feel  almost 
the  same  resentment  that  anything  like  inter- 
ference from  an  outside  power  should  take  place. 
I  must  say  that  I  was  much  struck  to-night  by 
the  statement  of  the  late  Premier  that  in  his 
opinion  it  was  quite  a  mistaken   principle  that 
the  advice  tendered    by   the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  should  not  be  commimicated  to  this  House 
without  the  consent  of  the  Crown.     He  told  us 
that  every  Minister  ought  to  be  perfectly  free  to 
say  anything  he  liked  as  to  the  advice  which  had 
been  tendered. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— What  I  said  was,  that  I 
thought  memoranda  should  be  written,  and  that 
I  thought  they  should  be  communicated  to  the 
Houfle. 

VOL.  XZZn.-62. 


Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man stated  that  in  his  opinion  memoranda 
should  be  written,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
communicated  to  this  House;  but  he  said  that 
he  did  not  at  all  agree  that  Ministers  should 
not  communicate  to  the  House  the  advice  ten- 
dered to  the  Crown  without  the  consent  of  the 
Governor — that  they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  do 
it  on  their  own  responsibihty.  Well,  Sir,  last 
session  I  asked  the  honorable  gentleman  whether 
he  had  tendered  advice  to  His  Excellency  on  the 
subject  of  the  dissolution  ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  would  have  any  objection  to  lay  that  advice 
before  the  House.  I  asked  the  question  with 
some  diffidence,  as  I  did  not  feel  at  all  sure  what 
view  the  honorable  gentleman  would  take  of  the 
question.  He  instantly  replied  that,  whatever 
advice  he  had  communicated,  he  coidd  not  make 
it  known  to  the  House  except  with  the  consent 
of  the  Governor ;  and  he  gave  me  a  very  severe 
snubbing  for  having  ventured  to  suggest  that  it 
should  be  communicated  to  the  House  before  it 
had  been  ordered  by  the  Gt)vemor  to  be  com- 
municated. Now,  it  is  strange  that  in  six  weeks 
he  should  have  altered  his  mind,  and  given  an 
opinion  in  an  exactly  opposite  direction.  I  feel 
quite  satisfied  that  when  the  honorable  gentleman 
reflects  upon  the  matter  he  will  see  that  the  view 
he  took  last  session  was  the  correct  one,  and  that 
it  is  entirely  wrong  for  Ministers,  or  ex-Ministers, 
to  give  information  which  is  not  communicated 
to  this  House  by  express  order  of  the  Governor. 
I  had  not  intended  to  speak  upon  this  very  deU- 
cate  matter,  in  regard  to  which  I  hope  every 
honorable  gentleman  will  display  the  greatest 
moderation.  I  hope  both  motions  will  be  with- 
drawn. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  honorable  member  for 
Geraldine  accuses  me  of  inconsistency.  I  think 
the  House  will  see,  upon  a  review  of  the  fEUJts  of 
the  case,  that  I  am  perfectly  consistent.  I  said 
last  session  that  the  rule  as  at  present  esta- 
blished was,  that  a  Minister  ought  not,  except 
under  extraordinary  circumstances,  to  communi- 
cate to  the  House  the  advice  given  to  the  Crown. 
I  said  the  same  thing  the  other  night.  The 
difficulty  arose  through  the  Premier  having  put 
a  direct  question  to  me.  He  said,  *'  Did  you 
not  advise  the  Governor  to  accept  my  resigna- 
tion ?"  to  which  I  at  once  said,  "  If  I  had  given 
that  advice,  I  should  not  say  I  had  done  so ;  but, 
as  I  did  not  give  advice  upon  the  matter,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  did  not  do  so." 
What  I  said  to-night  was,  that  I  believed  that 
i-ule  should  be  altered,  and  that  all  communica- 
tions between  the  Gt>vemor  and  his  Ministers 
upon  important  points  should  pass  in  writing.  I 
tried  to  enforce  that  rule  when  I  was  Governor  of 
the  colony.  It  is  a  rule  adopted  by  Her  Majesty, 
and  I  said  I  thought  the  same  rule  should  be 
adopted  here.  I  think  the  rule  adopted  in  the 
United  States  is  a  good  one,  and  that  is,  that 
every  memorandum  that  passes  between  the  Pre- 
sident and  members  of  the  Government  is  laid 
before  the  representatives  of  the  people.  I  think 
there  can  be  no  objection  to  that,  and  I  should 
like  to  see  it  adopted  here.  That  is  what  I  said, 
and  I  think  the  honorable  gentleman  will  see  that 
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there  is  no  inconsistency  between  tlie  two  opin- 
ions. There  are  one  or  two  other  points  upon 
which  I  should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks.  I 
think,  when  such  personal  language  is  used  in  re- 
gard to  myself,  the  Premier  should  have  shown 
me  the  memoratidum  before  reading  it  to  the 
House.  All  the  rules  of  courtesy  required  that 
he  should  take  that  course,  and  that  is  certainly 
what  I  should  liave  done.  I  should  tlien  have 
been  able  to  tell  my  friends  what  the  question 
was, — whether  the  memorandum  should  be  read 
in  the  House  or  not.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  honorable  gentleman's  object  was  to  get  the 
House  to  consent  to  the  reading  of  the  memo- 
randum ;  and  I  say  that  no  honorable  man,  situ- 
ated as  I  was,  could  have  done  an,vthing  else 
than  have  asked  that  it  should  be  read,  the 
Premier  having  risen  and  spoken  in  the  manner 
he  did.  It  was  a  foregone  conclusion  that  it  must 
be  read.  I  think  it  was  also  a  foregone  conclu- 
sion that,  in  some  manner  or  another,  it  should 
be  made  public.  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  say 
that,  and  that  it  was  a  foregone  conclusion  that 
an  impression  should  bo  made  on  the  public  mind 
that  some  very  grave  charges  had  been  brought 
against  me.  I  believe  that  memorandum  is  aimed 
at  me  personally.  I  believe,  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  Premier  read  the  memorandum  out  in 
the  House,  that  it  was  aimed  at  me  personally. 
That  is  the  impression  in  my  mind.  But  I  am 
perfectly  convinced  that  any  one  reading  that 
memorandum  will  be  convinced  of  two  things : 
first,  thai  the  Governor  has  shown  a  hostile  feel- 
ing towards  myself  ;  for  there  is  one  very  remark- 
able expression  used.  I  appeal  to  all  honorable 
gentlemen,  and  I  appeal  to  all  the  people  of  the 
country,  have  I  not — long  before  there  was  an 
idea  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  was  coming  down 
here  from  the  other  House  —  expressed  my 
opinions  very  strongly  upon  that  subject  ?  Have 
I  not,  over  and  over  again,  stated  that  this 
shifting  from  the  Upper  to  the  Lower  Chamber 
was  an  improper  thing  ?  Thousands  of  people 
have  heard  me  express  that  opinion,  and  have 
agreed  with  me  in  that  sentiment.  When  I 
expressed  that  opinion  to  the  Governor,  ho  said 
it  would  be  a  very  hard  thing  to  give  such  advice 
against  a  political  opponent  of  my  own.  I  am 
sure  I  felt  that  that  was  a  very  hard  expression 
for  him  to  use,  and  I  think  it  will  show  any- 
body that  I,  as  a  Minister  advising  the  Crown, 
must  have  felt  that  an  efibrt  was  being  made  to 
put  me  out  of  office  in  that  way.  That  was  the 
impression  in  my  mind,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
memorandum  can  produce  any  other  impression 
on  any  impartial  mind.  Then,  again,  I  feel  con- 
vinced that  tlrnt  memorandum  will  show  that  I 
stated  what  was  perfectly  true  when  I  said  that  I 
did  not  advise  the  Governor  to  accept  of  Mr. 
Hall's  resignation  of  his  seat  in  the  Legislative 
Council  in  order  to  put  him  here.  I  maintain 
still,  as  I  said  just  now,  that  I  could  only  advise 
the  Governor  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  I  had  ex- 
pressed from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other, 
and  which  everybody  knew.  I  am  therefore,  I 
think,  entitled  to  expect  that  an  assurance  shall 
be  given  that  this  memoraadum  shall  be  published. 
Sir  O.  Qrey 


An  Hon.  Member. — It  will  be  published  in 
Hansard. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— It  should  be  quicker  than 
that.  Hansard  will  not  be  out  for  some  time; 
but  I  think  this  memorandum  should  be  pub- 
lished in  the  public  Press  to-morrow  morning. 
That  will  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me,  and  it 
is  only  what  is  due  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand, 
because  this  is  a  very  serious  question.  Then,  I 
further  reply  to  another  point.  The  honorable 
member  for  Avon  referred  to  my  action  in  regard 
to  a  previous  case  of  privilege.  I  forget  exact! t 
the  expression  he  used  ;  but  I  reply  to  him  that  \ 
am  perfectly  satisfied  that  I  actcid  rightly  in  that 
case.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  on  the 
subject.  I  have  weighed  the  matter  over  and 
over  again,  in  a  perfectly  unimpassioned  manner  ; 
I  have  had  more  experience  of  pubUc  afiairs 
than  any  other  member  present,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly certain  that  I  would  not  have  taken  the 
course  which  the  Premier  has  taken  to-night. 
I  would  not  have  communicated  that  memoran- 
dum to  the  House  until  I  had  first  given  the 
person  to  whom  reference  was  made  fair  warn- 
ing of  what  was  to  be  done.  Supposing  I  were 
a  criminal  placed  here  on  trial  for  a  crime — the 
crime  of  untruth,  for  instance — I  ask  any  honor- 
able member,  and  especially  honorable  members 
of  the  legal  profession,  would  it  be  considered 
honorable  and  just  that  a  mine  should  he  sprung 
upon  me  as  that  mine  haa  been  sprung  upon  me  ? 
Ought  I  not  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  tee- 
ing the  charge  that  was  to  be  brought  against 
me  ?  Ought  I  not  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  what  was  written,  so  that  I  might  hare 
had  time  to  weigh  every  expression  that  the 
Governor  used,  and  to  make  up  my  mind  as  to 
the  exact  manner  in  which  I  should  reply?  I  . 
believe  nothing  more  unjust  was  ever  done  than 
that  which  the  Premier  has  done  to-night.  The 
honorable  gentleman  cannot  deny  that  he  was 
springing  a  mine  upon  me.  I  can  prove  that.  In 
speaking  this  afternoon,  he  came  to  this  ques- 
tion of  whether  I  had  advised  the  Gt)Vemor  on 
this  subject,  and  he  said,  *'  I  will  pass  that  over 
for  the  present,  because  I  will  bring  it  out  at  a 
future  time."  Therefore  I  am  satisfied  it  was 
his  intention  to  wait  until  half-past  seven  o'clock, 
when  the  House  would  be  full,  and  then  sud- 
denly to  surprise  me  with  a  charge  which  I  never 
expected  would  be  brought  against  me.  But  I  say 
now,  if  he  aims  a  cliarge  against  me  of  stating 
an  untruth,  my  best  answer  is  the  memorandum 
itself.  I  am  perfectly  contented  with  that.  I 
leave  the  House  to  deal  with  the  two  mo- 
tions before  it,  as  it  likes  best.  I  think  this 
memorandum  ought  to  be  published  to-morrow 
morning  in  the  papers  throughout  the  colony. 
In  fact,  it  should  be  telegraphed  to-night.  I  do 
not  want  my  reply  to  be  telegraphed  at  the  same 
time,  because  I  am  satisfied  the  memorandum 
answers  itself.  I  am  satisfied,  too,  that  there 
will  be  but  one  feeling  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  the  colony,  and  that  is,  that  the  Premier  has 
treated  me  most  unfairly  in  this  matter;  that 
he  has  not  treated  me  according  to  the  rules 
of  honor,  or  in  accordance  with  the  habits  of 
gentlemen  ;  and  that  he  has  not  acted  according 
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to  tbe  customs  of  all  deliberative  Assemblies,  by 
communicating  to  me  a  document  he  was  about 
to  produce  agaiust  me. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  confess  it  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  my  mind  to  understand  the  position  tbe 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  takes  up.  He 
first  of  all  tells  us  this  is  the  most  unjust  thing 
he  ever  heard  of,  and  he  then  asks  the  House  to 
have  this  document  immediately  telegraphed  all 
over  the  colony  because  it  refutes  itself.  I  am 
rather  puzzled  to  know  wiiat  he  complains  of,  if 
the  document  refutes  itself.  I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words,  first  of  all,  with  regard  to  Legisla- 
tive Councillors  resigning  their  seats  in  that  body 
with  a  view  to  contesting  seats  in  this  House. 
To  my  mind,  that  is  a  perfectly  reasonable  and 
right  proceeding.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  be- 
cause a  gentleman  accepts  a  seat  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  the  people  of  2{ew  Zealand  are  to  be 
debarred  for  ever  from  his  services  in  this  House. 
Nor  can  I  understand  how  an  honorable  gentle- 
man who  professes  the  utmost  Liberalism,  and 
who  says  the  people  are  to  be  unfettered  in  their 
choice  of  representatives,  can  desire  that  some  of 
our  best  men,  because  they  choose,  from  ill-health 
or  other  cause,  and  with  the  approval  of  Her 
Majesty,  to  serve  in  the  Legislative  Council,  are 
to  be  debarred  for  ever  after  from  sitting  in  this 
House.  I  cannot  understand  how  a  true  Liberal 
can  support  such  a  doctrine  as  that,  and  I  hope 
that  doctrine  will  never  be  allowed  to  have  weight 
in  this  House.  I  hope  we  shall  always  leave  the 
people  absolutely  free  and  unfettered  to  choose 
any  eminent  Legislative  Cauncillor  to  represent 
them  in  this  House  if  they  think  proper.  I 
should  also  like  to  point  out  another  matter  that 
appears  to  have  escaped  the  honorable  member's 
memory.  If  any  question  of  treachery  or  want  of 
courtesy  is  to  be  raised  in  regard  to  this  matter 
— if  there  has  been  any  breach  of  good  faith  from 
one  end  of  it  to  the  other — it  has  been  on  the 
part  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
and  not  on  the  part  of  my  honorable  friend  tlie 
Premier.  I  confess,  standing  here  as  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown,  that  when  I  read  this  statement  of 
the  honorable  member  in  Hansard  1  take  blame 
to  myself  that  I  did  not  call  your  attention  to  it. 
Sir,  and  ask  that  he  should  be  stopped.  I  have 
compared  the  statement  in  the  memorandum 
with  that  ill  Mansard y  and  I  find  them  almost 
word  for  word  the  same,  and  I  say  again  that, 
standing  here  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  I  take 
blame  to  myself  that  I  did  not  ask  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  be  stopped  when  he 
made  that  statement.  However,  I  acknowledge 
I  did  not  thoroughly  licar  it  or  catch  its  fidl 
bearing  until  I  read  it  to-night.  I  submit,  the 
statement  here  is  entirely  at  variance  with  the 
fucts  of  the  case  as  submitted  to  the  House.  I 
fay  the  only  impression  that  can  be  drawn  from 
these  words  of  the  honorable  member  is  entirely 
opposed  to  the  farts  contained  in  that,  memoran- 
dum, and  admitted  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself.  I  will  read  his  own  words,  and  then  let 
honorable  members  judge  of  what  he  conveyed 
to  the  House.  Honorable  members  will  find  his 
statement  in  Hansard,  page  283,  in  the  first 
column ;  and  this  is  what  be  says :  "  A  resigna- 


tion is  not  complete  until  the  Q-ovemor  approves 
of  it ;  and  I  say,  the  Governor  having  accepted 
his  resignation  without  advice,  the  putting  him 
back  into  this  House  for  the  purpose  of  leading  a 
party  was  a  personal  act."  Well,  if  that  means 
anything  it  means  that  my  honorable  friend's 
resignation  was  accepted  without  advice.  That 
is  what  it  means,  and  that  is  what  he  conveyed 
to  the  House  and  the  country.  The  honorable 
niember  for  Totara  now  tells  us  tliat  Ministers 
are  fully  responsible.  Therefore  we  have  there  a 
direct  conflict  between  the  statement  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  and  the  facts  of  tbe 
case. 

Mr.  GIS BORNE.— Might  I  be  allowed  to  ex- 
plain ?  I  say,  if  the  Governor  chose  to  act  against 
the  advice  of  Ministers,  or  without  their  advice, 
and  they  still  remained  in  office,  they  were  con- 
stitutionally responsible  for  his  action. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — That,  of  course,  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  also  denies; 
but  all  reasonable  men  would  understand  what 
those  words  mean.  At  any  rato.  Ministers  acqui- 
esced— that  is  to  say,  there  is  no  written  record 
that  they  dissented  from  my  honorable  friend's 
resignation.  As  wo  know  from  the  statement  of 
the  Governor,  as  conveyed  to  the  House  by  the 
Premier,  and  from  the  statement  of  the  late  Pre- 
mier, the  late  Premier  and  His  Excellency  had  a 
conversation  on  the  matter,  and  the  late  Premier 
undertook  to  consult  his  colleagues  and  inform 
His  Excellencj'  of  their  opinion.  Then,  when 
the  papers  came  back,  they  simply  informed  His 
Excellency  that  the  way  in  which  the  resignation 
should  be  accepted 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  ask  that  the  memorandum 
be  read.  I  did  not  say  that  I  would  consult  my 
colleagues. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  Sir,  I  know  it  is 
very  necessary  to  be  accurate  about  words,  for 
they  are  very  often  used  to  conceal  our  thoughts. 
I  must  apologize  to  the  late  Premier  for  having 
misrepresented  him  to  a  certain  extent.  Tliese 
are  the  exact  words  of  the  memorandum  :  "  The 
Premier  left,  saying  he  would  consult  such  of 
his  colleagues  as  were  in  Wellington,  and  let 
the  Governor  hear  further  on  the  subject."  Of 
course,  never  having  been  a  Governor,  I  cannot 
say  how  the  Governor  would  understand  those 
words  ;  but,  having  been  a  Minister  and  Respon- 
sible Adviser  to  a  Governor,  I  should  say,  if 
I  were  in  the  position  of  the  late  Premier,  he 
would  naturally  expect  my  opinion  as  to  what 
should  be  done,  and,  if  I  had  expressed  an  opinion 
as  to  what  should  be  done,  I  would  give  him  my 
advice  according  to  that  opinion.  1  say,  if  such 
a  relation  is  to  exist  between  Ministers  and  the 
Governor — if  the  Premier  is  to  come  down  and 
saj  that  is  not  giving  advice — it  seems  to  me  it  is 
quite  time  we  reviewed  tbe  positions  of  Ministers 
between  this  House  and  the  Crown.  Just  let  us 
read  a  few  lines  further,  and  we  see  a  firm  im- 
pression is  given,  as  I  stated,  tliat  the  honor- 
able gentleman  and  his  colleagues  did  not  tender 
any  advice  in  the  matter,  and  that  it  was  simply 
the  personal  act  of  the  Governor :  "  If  I  had 
advised  it,  I  should  not  have  disclosed  that  ad- 
vice.    I  did  not  advise  it." 
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Sir  G.  GREY. — There  is  an  omission  there. 
Thai  is  only  part  of  the  conrenation. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  reading  from  the 
honorable  gentleman's  own  speech. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Yes  ;  but  it  was  elicited  from 
me  by  a  question.  There  was  an  interpolation  by 
the  Premier. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  misunderstood  the 
honorable  gentleman.  I  will  read  the  whole 
passage:— 

"  A  resignation  is  not  complete  until  the  Go- 
Temor  approves  of  it ;  and  I  say,  the  Gt)Temor 
baring  accepted  his  resignation  without  adrice, 
the  putting  him  back  into  this  House  for  the 
purpose  of  leading  a  party  was  a  personal  act. 

"Mr.  Hall.  —  I  would  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  if  he  did  not  advise  the  acceptance 
of  my  resignation. 

"  Sir  G.  Gbey.— If  I  had  advised  it,  I  should 
not  have  disclosed  that  advice.  I  did  not  advise 
it.  I  say,  therefore,  that  he  sits  here  the  personal 
representative  of  the-  Governor  in  this  House. 
Sir,  that  is  the  case.  Unless  that  had  been  done, 
he  could  rot  have  been  here.'* 

I  will  ask  any  honorable  gentleman  whether 
there  can  be  any  question  whatever  that  the 
idea  conveyed  to  this  House  was,  that  it  was 
the  act  of  the  Governor  alone,  done  in  spite 
of  his  Ministers ;  and  I  was  astot)ished  when  I 
"heard  that  not  only  had  Ministers  informed 
His  Excellency  how  the  thing  could  be  done, 
but  that  the  Premier  had  left  the  Govemor  with 
the  understanding,  on  the  part  of  the  Governor, 
that  further  advice  would  be  given,  and  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Totara,  acting  for  the 
Colonial  Secretary 

Sir  G.  GREY— The  honorable  member  is 
mistaken.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that  I  pro- 
mised the  Govemor  to  return  and  give  further 
advice. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No  doubt  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  sore  about  the  whole  matter.  I 
shall  not  be  interrupted  further  by  the  honomble 
gentleman.  But  here  is  stated  what  occurred : 
"The  Premier  left,  saying  he  would  con!<nlt  with 
such  of  his  colleagues  as  were  in  Wellington, 
and  let  the  Governor  hear  further  on  the  sub- 
ject.** If  that  does  not  mean  further  ndvice.  I  do 
not  know  what  does.  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
with  an  ordinary  person,  desiring  not  to  conceal 
his  thoughts,  the  impression  conveyed  by  that 
sentence  was  that  His  Excellency  was  to  icceiro 
further  advice.  The  whole  thing  is  perfectly 
clear — namely,  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
facts  of  the  cnse  as  we  have  them  before  us  now. 
I  think  that  it  is  a  great  pity  that  we  have  got 
into  this  way  of  bringing  IJis  Excellency**  name 
before  the  House.  1  think  we  should  endeavour 
to  give  up  the  habit  as  far  as  possible.  The  prac- 
tice was  never  introduced  into  this  House  until 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  came  here 
and  did  it.  We  never  dreamed  of  such  a  thing 
until  then  ;  and  since  then  we  have,  unfortunately, 
been  continually  dragging  it  into  the  debate?  in 
one  way  and  another,  either  through  the  action 
of  the  late  Ministry,  or  through  tlie  Chair  not 
hearing  the  allusions.  I  think  it  is  a  mistake. 
We  should  hold  the  Ministers  who  sit  on 
Major  Atkinson 


this  bench  responsible  for  whatever  His  Ex- 
cellency may  do.  I  may  say  that,  so  long  as 
we  sit  here,  we  shall  hold  ourselves  absolutely 
responsible,  and  this  I  know  —  I  need  hardly 
tell  our  side  of  the  House  so :  that,  if  His  Excel- 
lency should  feel  it  his  duty,  in  the  interests  of 
the  public  service — because  I  cannot  conceive  that 
the  Govemor  would  so  far  forget  his  doty  as  to 
act  in  the  interests  of  a  party — I  say,  if  ever  the 
Governor  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  diflfer  from  us 
in  such  a  matter  as  this  or  any  other  matter,  we 
should  take  the  constitutional  course,  and  imme- 
diately place  our  resignations  in  His  Excellency's 
hnnds  ;  but  so  long  as  we  retain  the  confidence  of 
His  Excellency  and  of  the  House  we  shall  daim 
to  be  absolutely  responsible  for  every  act  of  His 
Excellency.  We  ask  the  House  to  hold  u»  re- 
sponsible for  everything  done.  I  hope,  Sir,  you 
will  see  your  way  to  prohibit  any  reference  to 
His  Excellency *s  name.  I  will  in  future  keep  a 
sharper  lookout  over  myself;  and  I  trust  that 
this  clear  declaration  on  the  part  of  Ministers  will 
result  in  the  House  visiting  any  sins  of  the  Go- 
vernor on  the  right  shoulders,  which  at  present 
are  our  shoulders. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  venture  to  suggest 
that  this  discussion  should  now  be  allowed  to 
come  to  a  close,  because  we  can  get  no  further 
good  out  of  it ;  but  I  hope  the  Ministry  will 
allow  a  copy  of  this  document  to  be  sent  to  the 
papers  for  to-morrow  morning.  With  that  aasor- 
ance  we  mav  allow  the  matter  to  drop. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— My  only  objection  was 
that  such  a  document  should  come  to  the  House 
as  an  official  document  without  a  decided  expres- 
sion of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  House  as  to 
the  action  of  Ministers  in  permitting  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — The  honorable  member  can- 
not make  a  second  speech. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  merely  wish  to  explain 
myself. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  honorable  member 
wii*h  to  withdraw  his  motion  ? 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR— Yes. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— Even  then  I  doubt  if  the 
honorable  member  ran  make  a  speech. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR— Just  a  word  or  two  by 
way  of  personal  explanation.  I  was  out  of  the 
House  when  this  question  arose,  and  came  in  when 
the  honorable  member  for  Totara  was  speaking. 
Believing  that  *'  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty, ' 
I  at  once  drafted  my  amendment,  without  com- 
mitting any  member  of  my  party;  but,  as  I 
understand  this  will  not  be  an  official  document, 
I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  my  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  beg  to  withdraw  my  motion 
for  the  printing  of  the  document,  understanding 
the  document  will  be  published  in  the  papers. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

TRIENNIAL  PARLIAMENTS  BILL. 

On  the  Order  of  the  day  for  the  resumption  of 
the  debate  on  this  question  being  called  on, 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said,— I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  suppose  we  are  to  understand, 
from  the  motion  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
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that  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  reallj  wUh  to 
stop  tliese  raeasures  of  electoral  reform. 

Members  on  Opposition  Benches.— No. 

Mr.  HALL. — Here  is  a  Bill,  which  has  upon  it 
the  name  of  the  lat«  Premier — a  Bill  for  shorten- 
ing the  duration  of  Parliaments— to  cause  Parlia- 
ment to  be  elected  every  three  years  instead  of 
eyery  five  years  ;  and  that  is  the  Bill  we  propose, 
with  this  alteration  :  that  it  shall  come  into  opera- 
tion at  once,  instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  present 
l^liament,  as  was  proposed  by  the  late  Ghovern- 
ment.  It  has  been  said  that  the  late  Government 
intended  to  make  it  come  into  operation  at  once, 
and  we  accept  that  intimation.  The  alterations 
we  propose  are  shown  by  italics  in  the  reprint 
of  the  Bill.  Now,  the  question  is,  whether  there 
ifi  sufficient  reason  for  the  House  refusing  to  read 
a  second  time  this  Bill  for  shortening  the  dura- 
tion of  Parliaments.  Are  honorable  members, 
for  purely  party  purposes,  going  to  refuse  to  pass 
a  Bill  which  has  been  described  as  so  great  a 
boon 

Members  ON  Opposition  Benches. — No. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  Bill  may  be  passed  in  ten 
minutes ;  it  may  then  go  to  the  Upper  House,  and 
become  law  in  a  day  or  two.  The  fact  is,  honor- 
able members,  for  purely  party  purposes,  are  going 
to  deprive  people  of  this  measure.  Let  that  fact 
go  forth  to  the  electors  of  New  Zealand,  that  for 
purely  party  purpose.*,  honorable  gentlemen  op- 
posite are  ready  to  throw  away  one  of  the  liberal 
Bills  asked  for,  and  which  they  professed  them- 
selves so  desirous  of  giving.  I  can  hardly  believe 
that  a  majority  of  the  House  will  go  into  the 
lobby  and  support  a  proposition  of  that  kind.  I 
cannot  believe  that  they  will  lend  themselves  to 
that  which  is  so  wrong  in  itself  —  to  that  which 
is  so  great,  so  enormous,  a  party  blunder  —  as 
to  stop  a  useful  measure  of  this  kind,  simply  in 
order  to  put  a  stumbling-block  in  tlie  way  of 
their  opponents.  I  will  state  the  alterations 
the  Government  propose  to  make  in  the  Bill  if  it 
should  be  read  a  second  time.  We  propose  in 
the  first  place  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  after 
the  dissolution  or  other  determination  of."  It 
will  then  read,  *'  The  present  and  every  future 
House  of  Representatives  shall,  unless  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  be  sooner  dissolved,  continue  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  to  bo  computed  from  the 
day  fixed  for  the  return  of  the  writs  issued  for 
choosing  such  House,  and  no  longer.'*  The  Bill 
will  consist  of  three  clauses.  Honorable  gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  side  will  not  gain  anything 
by  their  intended  action  :  os  I  stated  before,  it 
is  the  determination,  not  only  of  the  Gx>vern- 
ment,  but  of  their  supporters,  that  we  shall  have 
an  opportunity  of  placing  our  measures  on  the 
Statute  Book.  They  will  not  gain  their  object ; 
they  will  only  sacrifice  the  time  of  the  Hou?e 
and  the  country.  Therefore  I  hope  they  will 
not  persist  in  their  course,  but  will  allow  us  to 
introduce  and  pass  the  measures  which  we  hare 
prepared  and  are  ready  to  lay  on  the  table  of 
this  House.  As  soon  as  that  is  done  we  may 
come  to  the  other  business,  which  honorable 
gentlemen  are  po  very  anxious  to  arrive  at.  Tlie 
question  now  is,  whether  this  Bill  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  ;  and  I  confidently  ask  the  majority 


of  the  House  not  to  say  "No"  to  the  proposition. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— My  honorable  friend 
is  quite  right  in  supposing  that  a  majority  of  this 
House  will  not  go  into  the  lobby  to  vote  against 
the  passing  of  this  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill. 
I  do  not  think  the  honorable  gentleman  before 
in  his  life  ever  expressed  more  clearly  or  with 
greater  force  the  determination  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Assembly.  They  are  determined,  I 
believe,  and  the  country  is  also  determined, 
that  for  the  future  there  shall  be  triennial  Par- 
liaments ;  and  so,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  says,  we  may  let  that  fact  go  forth  to 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  we  have  in  this  House — or,  at  any  rate,  on 
this  side  of  the  House — a  very  great  respect  in- 
deed for  His  Excellency  the  GTOvemor  and  for 
constitutional  forms ;  and  when  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  come  down  to  this  House  and  told 
us  that  supply  is  urgently  needed,  we  say  it  is  not 
the  part  of  patriotic  men  in  this  House  to  go  on 
with  any  otlier  business  until  supply  is  granted. 
Let  that  fact  also  go  forth  throughout  the  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  If  it  were  a  fact,  'it 
would  be  very  grateful,  not  only  to  this  House, 
but  to  the  public  at  large.  But  it  is  not  a  fact, 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  is  very  well  aware. 
Now,  the  whole  difficulty  has  arisen  through  the 
clumsiness  of  honorable  gentlemen  opposite. 
Like  some  nations  of  old,  they  have  been  foolish 
enough,  in  a  case  of  great  emergency,  through 
quarrels  among  themst'lves,  to  put  the  leadership 
in  commission,  and,  as  we  have  seen  in  history, 
defeat  has  followed.  They  are  seeking  to  retrieve 
the  position  into  which  they  have  got— a  position 
in  which  they  must  bo  disastrously  defeated— a 
position  out  of  which  we  do  not  intend  to  let  them 
escape.  They  have  no  possible  chance  of  escape, 
and  we  mean  to  inflict  a  signal  defeat  upon  them. 
Now,  suddenly  those  honorable  gentlemen  get 
very  virtuous  indeed,  and  we  hear  a  cry  about 
the  poor  man,  just  os  we  have  heard  it  for  some 
years  past.  We  hear  exactly  what  we  have  heard 
during  the  last  two  years,  a  great  cry  and  very 
little  wool.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  always 
going  to  do  a  great  deal.  He  was  going  to  give 
the  people  a  free  breakfast-table.  Now,  I  ask, 
what  has  he  given  them  ?  I  ask,  what  liberal 
measure  has  he  given  them  ?  I  hope  the  honor- 
able member  will  point  it  out.  Has  he  given 
the  people  a  free  breakfast-table  ?  Certainly  not. 
He  has  put  a  certain  amount  of  money  into  the 
pockets  of  the  large  dealers  and  the  merchants ; 
but  he  has  not  carried  out  in  any  one  respect  the 
promises  he  has  made :  and  now,  as  I  have  said,  in 
order  to  retrieve  the  disgrace  which  has  fallen 
upon  them  through  their  wretched  management 
in  parliamentary  tactics,  in  which  they  claim 
io  be  such  skilful  generals,  they  are  pretending 
that  they  are  prepared  to  grant  supplies.  They 
are  not  prepared  to  grant  supplies  at  all.  They 
are  prepared  to  use  it  as  a  stalking-horse  to  get 
over  their  bad  generalship.  They  know  we  have 
got  them  into  a  position  where  they  cannot  attack 
us  successfully.  Therefore  they  become  very  vir- 
tuous, and  say,  **  Only  give  us  another  chance,  and 
we  will  fight  you."  We  will  not  give  them  that 
chance  until  it  suits  us.    We  cannot  allow  the 
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ooantry  to  be  played  with  any  longer.  Plainly 
ire  are  in  that  position  thot  we  can  have  what 
we  with.  At  any  rate,  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House  have  determined  that  the  country  shall  not 
be  played  with  any  longer,  and  that  the  liberal 
measures  shall  be  pushed  forirard.  Honorable 
gentlemen  opposite  are  now  doing  what  has  never 
yet  been  done  in  this  country,  and,  as  far  as  I 
know,  what  has  never  been  done  in  any  other 
country.  They  are  refusing,  for  mere  party  pur- 
poses, to  grant  necessary  supplies.  For  party 
purposes,  and  to  retrieve  their  bad  generalship, 
they  are  going  to  refuse  supplies  for  carrying  on 
the  necessary  services.  The  honorable  gentlemen 
say,  '*  We  are  not  going  to  refuse  supplies.  Only 
bring  on  the  motion,  and  we  will  grant  it  directly." 
That  is  true  to  the  ear ;  but  it  is  only  half-true, 
like  a  great  many  other  things  that  come  from 
that  side  of  the  House.  They  know  perfectly 
well  that  we  could  not  get  supplies  even  if  we  got 
into  Committee  of  Supply  at  the  present  time, 
because  they  mean  to  move  an  amendment  which 
would  of  necessity  compel  us  to  debate  it  in  self- 
defence.  They  are  not  sincere,  because  they  know, 
from  the  very  position  we  occupy,  that,  in  duty  to 
ourselves,  our  party,  and  the  country,  we  can- 
not permit  them  to  move  that  resolution  in  that 
position.  Therefore,  if  they  choose,  under  this 
colourable  pretext,  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
refusing  supplies,  let  the  responsibility  bo  upon 
them.  At  any  rate,  we  are  prepared  to  be  judged 
by  the  country,  and  not  by  those  honorable  mem- 
bers. At  the  present  time  my  table  is  groaning 
with,  applications  from  Road  Boards,  counties, 
and  boroughs— it  is  not  yet  groaning  with  appli- 
cations from  contractors  and  other  persons,  but  it 
will  be  before  long — for  the  subsidies  which  we 
are  ready  to  pay  but  for  the  obstruction  of  those 
■  honorable  gentlemen.  It  will  be  for  their  con- 
atituents  to  decide ;  and,  when  payment  has  to  bo 
withlield,  I  think  they  will  very  soon  see  that 
their  constituents  are  not  very  proud  of  the  work 
they  are  doing.  At  any  rate,  we  shall  hold  on,  as 
I  say,  and  of  course  it  may  be  necessary  to  consult 
the  constituencies  upon  the  question.  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  both  sides  are  agreed  upon  that  point. 
Of  course  we  on  this  |ide  are  quite  clear  as  to 
what  we  are  going  to  do  if  necessity  arises,  so 
that  there  is  one  point  on  which  we  shall  be 
unanimous.  Wo  shall  be  able  to  put  honorable 
gentlemen's  courage  to  the  test  on  Ihat  point 
very  shortly.  Now,  I  would  like  to  point  out  to 
the  House  this  fact :  that  ever  since  1  have  been 
in  the  House  we  have  never  yet  permitted  party 
considerations  to  interfere  with  ordinary  supply. 
When  I  was  in  opposition  I  was  always  prepared 
to  grant  the  Government  reasonable  supplies  from 
week  to  week.  When  we  had  a  large  majority 
we  could  reduce  the  amount  as  we  thought  fit. 
We  invariably  gave  it  to  keep  the  public  service 
going.  Although  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  has  on  various  occasions  endeavoured  to 
reduce  supplies  when  I  wus  in  the  Government, 
he  never  succeeded.  The  House  has  overborne 
him,  and  has  in  every  case  grantetl  the  necessary 
supply  to  carry  on  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try. I  hope  honorable  members  will  not  break 
through  that  excellent  rule,  and  let  parly  spirit 
Major  Atkinson 


so  far  get  the  better  of  them  as  to  permit  in- 
nocent persons  to  suffer  in  order  that  the  Oppo- 
sition may  retrieve  their  bad  generalship.  Thfv 
may  be  sure  that  this  action  on  their  part  will 
be  readily  comprehended  by  the  countiy.  The 
country  above  all  things  hates  incompetent  men ; 
and  when  it  finds  that  those  honorable  gentle- 
men have  not  only  landed  us  in  the  enormous 
financial  difliculties  which  now  face  us 

Mr.  ANDREWS.— Show  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  shown  it  el^^ 
tually.  I  am  sorry  the  honorable  gentleman,  vlto 
is  considered  a  moderate  man,  and  who  I  tboucbt 
took  such  interest  in  these  matters  that  he  vu 
competent  to  judge  facts  when  submitted  U>  him, 
does  not  yet  sec  the  serious  position  the  ooIodt 
is  in.  I  recommend  tho  honorable  gentleman  ta 
carefully  read  my  Statement,  and  if  he  comes  up 
to  the  Treasury  I  will  confirm  every  figure  \yt 
the  original  documents.  If  that  does  not  con- 
vince him  he  will  have  to  remain  unoonvinred. 
If  the  facts  which  I  gave  the  other  daj  are 
not  enough  to  convince  this  House  that  tbost" 
honorable  gentlemen  have  brought  the  countrv 
into  this  state,  and  that  they  are  thoroughly  in- 
competent, I  do  not  know  what  is.  Bat  I  »t 
the  country  has  recognized  the  fact  of  their  in- 
competency by  ejecting  them  from  those  bcn<ies: 
and  the  country  will  still  further  recognize  tlut 
fact  when  it  sees  that  honorable  gentlemen vbo 
boast  of  their  great  parliamentary  tactics  mi 
skill,  and  who  allege-  -what  I  do  not  admit — 
that  they  have  a  large  majority,  are  unable  to 
bring  that  majority  to  bear  upon  us  on  these 
benches.  If  that  is  not  incompetency  I  would 
like  to  know  what  is.  Therefore  I  say  the  coub- 
try  will  judge  honorable  gentlemen  upon  their 
doings  now.  So  much  for  that  part  of  the  sub- 
ject. Now  for  a  few  words  with  regard  to  tb 
Bill  under  consideration.  I  would  like  to  wtm 
honors H»  lentlemen,  as  I  warned  them  befoit. 
that  an_)  u^ay  in  the  passage  of  these  Bills  maj. 
and  very  probably  will,  insure  their  defeat.  I 
am  only  expressing  my  opinion  after  considerable 
Parliamentary  experience.  I  understand  that 
there  are  certain  honorable  gentlemen  who  do 
not  like  these  Bills  at  all  —  who  pretend  great 
eagerness  for  them  now,  but  who  are  taking  this 
means  of  defeating  them;  and  I  know  of  no  more 
effective  means.  vVe  know  that  these  Bills  have 
to  go  to  another  House.  We  know  that  the  time 
is  passing  away  very  rapidly,  and  that  soon  it  vill 
become  impossible  to  keep  a  House  any  longer. 
If  this  party  strife  goes  on  much  longer  1  veoture 
to  say  that  not  one  of  these  Bills  will  become  la* 
this  year.  Any  honorable  gentleman  who  has 
been  long  enough  in  this  House  will  tell  honca^ 
able  members  that  these  measures  run  very  gmt 
risk  indeed  if  this  strife  is  prolonged.  1  f««r 
that  some  honorable  gentlemen  will  beledawav 
by  the  specious  argument  that  they  are  not 
voting  against  this  Bill,  but  are  only  ddavingit. 
I  would  just  notice  this  one  point :  If  you  pw* 
this  motion,  how  can  you  get  this  Bill  on  again  r 
Where  will  it  appear  to-morrow  ?  If  the  pre- 
vious question  be  carried,  how  can  it  get  on  the 
Order  Paper  again?  Just  look  at  the  Order 
Paper. 
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Mr.  MACANDREW.— We  will  do  it. 
Major  ATKINSON. —  Of  course  honorable 
gentlemen  opposite  are  ready  to  promise  anything. 
We  will  judge  them  by  their  acts.  They  have 
never  performed  a  single  promise  they  made  in 
regard  to  these  measures — not  a  single  one.  I 
warn  honorable  gentlemen  who  have,  these  Bills 
at  heart — I  know  that  there  are  some  honorable 
members  on  that  side  of  the  House  who  desire  to 
see  these  measures  carried — I  warn  them  that 
they  are  now  going  into  the  lobby  witli  men  who 
for  two  years  had  charge  of  these  Bills,  and  who 
are  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  carrying  of  them 
through  the  House.  Whatever  may  be  the  de- 
cision of  the  House,  upon  this  point,  at  any  rate, 
the  G-ovemment  have  done  their  duty.  They 
have  taken  the  very  earliest  opportunity  to  show 
their  sincerity.  They  have  submitted  a  series  of 
Bills  as  perfect  as  Bills  of  this  description  can  be — 
in  four  or  &ye  days  they  have  submitted  a  series 
of  Bills  to  this  House  ;  whereas  those  honorable 
gentlemen,  after  four  or  five  years*  incubation, 
had  not  a  single  one  fit  to  be  produced  to  this 
House.  The  records  will  show  that  such  is  the 
case.  Does  the  House  believe  in  the  sincerity  of 
those  honorable  gentlemen  ?  I  do  not  know  how 
honorable  members  who  have  these  measures  at 
heart,  because  they  have  unfortunately  got  mixed 
up  with  a  party  with  which  they  have  no  real 
sympathy,  can  submit  to  a  motion  like  this, 
which  will  undoubtedly  very  considerably  endan- 
ger the  passing  of  these  measures,  and,  possibly, 
may  cause  them  to  be  thrown  out  altogether. 

Mr.  SUEEHAN.  — I  have  never  heard  my 
honorable  friend  speak  so  sweetly  as  ho  has  just 
done.  His  speech  was  like  the  sad  and  plaintive 
notes  of  the  dying  swan.  He  objects  to  the  pass- 
ing of  this  motion,  and  he  tells  you  that  if  you 
pass  it  these  Bills  cannot  be  lifted  up  again.  I 
reply  at  once,  and  you,  Sir,  will  correct  me  if  I  an  i 
wrong,  that  when  we  come  into  office  we  shall 
have  control  of  the  business  on  Government  days, 
and  we  will  bring  these  Bills  up  to  their  proper 
place  at  the  proper  time.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man made  use  of  one  extraordinary  and  most 
Hgnificant  phrase.  He  said  the  Government 
would  not  leave  office,  in  justice  to  themselves,  to 
their  party,  and  to  the  country.  Note  the  order 
of  these  words  :  No.  1,  themselves  ;  No.  2,  their 
party ;  and  No.  3,  in  the  background,  the  coun- 
try. The  honorable  gentleman  never  spoke  truer 
words.  No.  1,  themselves,  a  long  way  ahead ; 
No.  2,  the  party,  as  dose  as  you  can  keep  it ; 
and  No.  3,  the  country,  a  long,  long  way  be- 
hind. My  honorable  friend  knows  perfectly  well 
that  that  is  exactly  true.  He  spoke  earnestly, 
as  he  always  does  j  he  spoke  his  mind  ;  he  spoke 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but 
the  truth.  He  knows  that  the  sole  object  is  to 
keep  himself  and  his  friends  on  the  Government 
benches.  We  are  told  by  the  Premier  that  this 
important  measure  can  be  passed  in  ten  minutes. 
Let  me  call  attention  to  the  motion  of  my  honor- 
able friend  the  member  for  Port  Chalmers.  We 
will  deal  with  that  motion  now,  if  you  like,  with- 
out any  debate,  within  the  ten  minutes,  after  which 
these  measures  can  be  gone  on  with.  Do  they 
desire  that?    Certainly  not.    For  the  first  time 


in  the  history  of  parliamentary  government  we 
have  a  Ministry  which  does  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  the  House,  and  which  dares  not 
go  to  the  vote.  We  have  a  Ministry  only  two 
of  whom  are  Liberals  at  heart;  the  others  are 
Liberals  only  so  long  as  they  remain  on  those 
benches.  They  will  do  anything  to  keep  in  their 
present  position.  But  they  will  be  measured  by 
public  opinion.  If  they  stop  there  on  the  terms 
they  lay  down,  so  surely  will  they  sacrifice  any 
political  reputation  they  may  possess.  I  say  the 
case  is  not  parallel  with  that  of  1877.  In  1877 
the  honorable  gentleman  had,  I  believe,  a  majority. 
We  gave  him  a  chance  of  bringing  on  his 
no-confidence  motion.  W9  now  ask  the  same 
of  the  honorable  gentlemen.  They  say  their 
liberal  measures  are  now  before  the  House,  and 
this  is  the  only  chance  the  country  has  of  passing 
them.  If  the  country  will  adopt  my  honorable 
friend's  motion,  these  so-called  liberal  measures 
will  simply  go  with  the  present  Government  j 
and  that  will  not  be  a  great  loss  to  the  country. 
Does  the  honorable  gentleman  mean  to  say  that 
we  could  not  pass  liberal  measures  if  we  got  into 
office?  Who  stopped  those  measures  before?  The 
member  who  has  just  sat  down  stopped  them — 
he  helped  to  stop  them.  Let  honorable  members 
look  at  his  votes  and  his  speeches.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  gets  up  and  tells  us  that  we  are 
opposing  the  passing  of  liberal  measures.  I  get 
the  credit  of  having  a  certain  amount  of  assurance, 
but  after  that  statment  I  yield  the  palm  to  my 
honorable  friend  in  that  respect.  He  has  shown 
himself  to  be  a  much  better  man  than  my- 
self in  that  quality,  and  I  will  always  give  way 
to  him  on  that  particular  point.  But  I  say  that 
a  more  deliberate  misstatement  of  absolute  facts 
I  never  heard  before  in  my  life.  We  have  had 
two  spectres  introduced  into  this  banquet.  First 
there  is  the  spectre  of  the  Upper  House.  You 
are  told  that,  if  this  House  passes  this  motion, 
the  Upper  House  will  do — what  ?  What  do  they 
dare  do  ?  They  will  not  go  home  until  this  Par- 
liament finishes.  If  they  do,  we  can  do  this  :  If 
they  choose  to  neglect  their  business,  and  leave 
no  quorum,  wo  can  do  what  a  former  Minister 
threatened  to  do  —  we  can  march  a  section  of 
the  Armed  Constabulary  there  to  keep  a  House. 
Wo  are  to  be  told  that  these  important  liberal 
measures  are  not  to  be  passed  because  a  few 
honorable  gentlemen  want  to  go  home  to  shear 
their  sheep.  Talk  about  "all  cry  and  no  wool" ! 
Those  honorable  gentlemen  want  all  the  wool, 
and  the  people  are  to  have  nothing  but  "the 
cry."  Now,  I  look  upon  this  as  a  warning  of 
what  will  be  done.  If  this  House  exercises  its 
constitutional  right  of  declaring  that  the  Go- 
vernment does  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
House,  then  the  Upper  House  will  wield  its 
influence  adversely.  We  talk  about  the  power 
behind  the  throne!  I  regard  this  as  a  distinct 
threat.  The  threat  is  this :  "  I  tell  you,  the 
Opposition,  that  we  possess  a  majority  in  the  other 
Chamber.  If  we  stand,  these  measures  stand ; 
if  we  fall,  these  measures  fall."  That  is  the 
meaning  of  it— neither  more  nor  less.  We  are 
going  in  now  for  constitutional  government ;  and 
so  surely  as  the  honorable  gentleman  takes  up 
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that  rdlCf  we  will  apply  the  constitutional  screw. 
Then,  there  is  another  spectre — a  spectre  such  as 
that  described  on  one  occasion  by  an  honorable 
member  of  this  House — the  shadow  of  the  shade  of 
royalty.  We  are  told  that  tJiere  may  be  an  appeal 
to  the  country.  Well,  if  we  went  to  the  country, 
there  are  several  honorable  gentlemen  wl;o  would 
never  come  back  here.  Wo  are  told  that  if  we 
dare  to  oppose  the  passing  of  these  measures 
there  will  be  a  dissolution.  That  statement  is 
one  which  I  do  not  believe.  Let  them  take 
that  step.  We  dare  them  to  take  that  step. 
This  House  ha«  just  come  from  the  country. 
The  Ministry  who  were  turned  out  brought  be- 
fore the  country  liberal  measures.  The  Ministry 
who  have  taken  their  place  hare  put  on  our 
Liberal  garments,  and  have  brought  forward  our 
Liberal  measures,  and  ask  the  House  to  support 
them.  They  have  shown  that  this  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  measures^  but  of  men.  There  is  this  dis- 
tinction between  tlie  action  of  tlie  late  Gt)vern- 
ment  and  that  of  the  present  Ministry :  While 
the  late  Ministry  did  all  the  fighting,  and  placed 
these  measures  before  the  country,  my  honorable 
friends  on  those  benches  have  simply  taken  these 
measures  up  because  they  could  not  help  them- 
selves. Thaf,  Sir,  is  the  difference  between  them. 
We  fear  no  dissolution.  We  defy  the  party  who 
make  that  threat  to  carry  it  out.  My  honorable 
friend  who  uses  that  threat  knows  very  well  that 
such  a  thing  will  not  take  place.  His  friends 
and  himself  know  that  it  will  not  take  place.  It 
is  merely  used  as  a  sheet  and  lantern  are  used 
to  frighten  timid  children.  It  is  used  to  put 
honorable  members  off  their  guard  —  to  make 
honorable  members  believe  that  a  dissolution  is 
imminent.  I  think  the  House  will  not  bo  misled 
or  coerced  by  a  threat  of  that  kind.  Such  a 
statement  as  that  is  the  best  evidence,  to  my 
mind,  of  the  fact  that  those  honorable  gentlemen 
know  that  their  position  is  indefensible.  The 
fact  of  their  making  use  of  such  an  extraordinary 
threat  shows  that  tney  find  their  position  is  un- 
tenable. This  standard  doctrine  is  laid  down 
by  all  the  authorities :  that  the  essence  of  parlia- 
mentary government  is,  that  the  Government  of 
the  day  should  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
House.  Sir,  that  being  so,  let  them  come  to  a 
vote  at  once.  Until  they  do  that  —  until  they 
prove  that  fact  incoutestably — why  should  we 
pass  these  Bills — these  Electoral  Bills  and  other 
measures,  which  they  do  not  believe  in,  and 
which  they  only  take  up  because  they  are  forced 
upon  them — why  should  we  do  this,  when  we 
know  that  they  do  not  possess  the  confidence 
of  the'  House  ?  In  these  days  of  hard  times, 
what  would  be  thought  of  a  man  who  refused 
the  offer  of  an  overdraft  at  his  banker's  ?  Those 
honorable  gentlemen  cannot  pay  sixpence  in  the 
pound  —  they  are  bankrupt.  We  are  offering 
them  money  to  get  them  out  of  their  difficulty, 
and  they  refuse  it.  We  are  prepared  to  give 
them  supplies.  We  are  ready  to  give  them 
another  advantage:  we  promise  them  that  to- 
morrow, if  necessary,  we  can  take  the  bull  by 
the  horns.  We  have  shown  them  how  that 
could  be  done  before.  That  was  not  the  only 
shot  in  my  locker ;  I  had  another  left.  I  can 
Mr.  Sheehan 


produce  one  to-morrow.  If  people  with  whom 
you  are  dealing  will  take  no  offence — will  pocket 
every  insult;  if  they  will  eat  dirt  day  by  day 
and  hour  by  hour — of  course,  I  am  speaking  in 
a  parliamentary  sense  —  if  they  will  do  that ;  if 
they  will  be  spat  upon  and  jumped  upon  without 
saying  a  single  word,  but  will  turn  the  other  side 
of  their  faces  to  have  the  operation  repeated, 
nothing  else  will  do — you  can  devise  nothing  else 
but  the  lasso  to  compel  them  one  by  one  to  leave 
those  benches.  We  want  a  fair  fight.  We  want 
to  give  them  supplies.  If  they  really  wish  to 
pass  liberal  measures  they  must  pass  them  fairly. 
They  have  not  attempted  to  do  so.  I  trust  the 
House  will  not  bo  misled  by  the  arguments  or 
threats  they  have  used.  No  Ministry  holding 
oflice  without  a  majority  of  the  House  to  support 
them  can  pass  those  measures.  The  Governor 
should  have  no  advice  unless  it  came  from  a 
majority  of  this  House.  The  Governor  told  Sir 
George  Grey  that  if  he  did  not  accept  certain 
advice  he  would  have  to  resign,  because  his 
Government  were  in  a  minority.  The  present 
Government  are  now  in  a  minority  of  four  or 
five.  Hence  their  unwillingness  to  enter  upon  a 
no-confidence  debate.  They  do  not  intend  to  do 
that  so  long  as  they  can  help  it.  The  honorable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  believe  in  a 
fair,  stand-up  fight.  There  are  gentlemen  on 
those  benches  who  ought  not  to  be  there.  They 
have  been  there  longer  than  they  are  entitled  to 
be  there ;  but  by  using  fair  parliamentary  forms 
and  rules,  such  as  they  are  now  using  against  us, 
we  can  simply  evict  them  without  much  trouble. 
Honorable  members  talk  of  wasting  the  time 
of  the  country,  and  of  doing  no  business.  My 
answer  to  that  is,  that  it  arises  mainly  from  the 
fact  that  the  persons  who  should  lead  the  House 
in  doing  the  business  are  the  obstructionists. 
They  are  sitting  on  those  benches.  Not  a  single 
Bill,  not  a  single  measure :  they  can  do  nothing 
but  sit  there,  and  wait  until  by  threats  of  a  dis- 
solution, by  threats  of  some  other  fearful  evil 
to  come,  or  by  promises  of  bridges  and  rail- 
ways without  number,  they  may  be  able  to  gwn 
an  additional  vote  or  two,  and  then  come  to  a 
division 

Mr.  MURRAY.—Speak  for  yourself. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — The  honorable  member  says, 
Speak  for  myself.  I  am  speaking  for  him  now. 
I  am  speaking  for  his  friends.  There  has  been 
no  single  case  in  any  parliamentary  Government 
where  the  Ministry,  in  a  minority,  have  refused 
to  accept  the  vote  of  the  House.  I  am  speaking 
of  parliamentary  government  for  the  last  lorty  or 
fifly  years,  because  prior  to  that  parliamentary 
government  could  scarcely  be  said  to  exist.  There- 
fore, if  they  want  to  pass  these  Uberal  measures, 
they  have  only  to  come  to  this  House  and  say, 
"Gentlemen,  in  accordance  with  parliamentary 
government  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  possess 
your  confidence.  That  being  ascertained,  then  we 
will  ask  you  to  pass  these  Bills."  And  if  they 
will  consent  to  go  to  a  division  )iow,  and  are  suc- 
cessful, I  shall  be  prepared,  and  I  believe  all 
honorable  members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
will  be  prepared,  to  assist  iu  carrjing  those  mea- 
sures through.    I  hope  that  honorable  gentlemen 
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on  this  tide  of  the  House  will  not  be  alarmed  at 
the  statements  which  hare  been  made  by  the 
members  of  the  GoTemment.  I  think  they  can 
afford  to  take  these  statements  very  quietly. 
My  honorable  friend  the  Premier  is  simply  a 
plagiarist.  He  has  borrowed  my  plan  and  State- 
ment, and  when  he  talks  to  me  in  the  way  be  has 
done  to-night,  I  can  afford  to  look  quietly  at  him. 
The  thing  is  the  purest  "buncombe  in  the  world. 
There  they  are,  without  a  majority,  waiting  until 
some  accident  or  good  fortune  may  bring  them 
one  or  two  people  to  swell  up  the  division  list. 
If  I  know  our  party,  as  I  belieTe  I  do,  not  one 
man  will  swerve  in  nis  allegiance.  We  are  deter- 
mined that  this  House  shall  rule  the  country — 
that  the  majority  of  this  House  shall  direct  who 
shall  be  the  leaders  of  the  House  ;  and  if  honor- 
able eentlemen  will  hold  office  without  that 
qualification,  they  must  expect  nothing  but  oppo- 
sition. If  they  want  liberal  measures  passed, 
those  measures  mu9t  be  proposed  by  members 
who  can  control  the  House.  I  repeat  that,  if  they 
bring  on  my  honorable  friend's  motion,  we  on  this 
side  of  the  House  will  not  discuss  the  question, 
but  will  go  to  a  division  right  away,  and  settle 
the  matter  at  once.    You  object,  of  course  ? 

Mr.  HALL.— Decidedly. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  — Well,  Sir,  it  means  that 
the  Bill  cannot  go  further  to-night — that  is  quite 
evident.  But  Uiere  is  no  mistake  about  this: 
that  this  motion  does  not  prevent  the  passage  of 
the  Bill  at  a  future  stage.  We  to  whom  the 
Bill  belongs — we  from  whom  the  Bill  has  been 
stolen — stolen,  I  say,  for  if  this  were  a  matter  in 
relation  to  private  property  my  honorable  friends 
would  be  in  the  dock  to-morrow  ;  they  could  be 
brought  up  and  tried  for  obtaining  goods  by 
false  pretences— we  who  brought  in  these  Bills 
will  carry  them  through.  We  say  we  have  a 
majority,  and  it  is  a  fact.  I  must  confess  that  I 
nerer  beheld  such  a  spectacle  as  is  now  presented 
by  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  call  themselves 
His  Excellency's  Advisers,  Ministers  of  the  Crown. 
There  they  are.  They  dare  not  put  one  foot 
before  the  other.  They  walk,  Sir,  on  crutches. 
There  they  are,  utterly  powerless,  utterly  in- 
capable of  moving  a  single  arm  or  leg,  incapable 
of  passing  a  single  measure,  afraid  even  to  take 
the  money  we  offer  them  ;  and  still  we  are  told 
that  the  colony  is  being  governed.  If  it  is  being 
governed,  then  government  has  come  to  a  pretty 
queer  pitch.  If  you  want  a  specimen  of  incom- 
petence, there  it  sits  on  those  benches.  Why, 
Sir,  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  call  them- 
selves Ministers  of  the  Crown  are  but  shadows. 
By  Proclamation  in  the  Government  Gazette 
they  hold  the  CK>vernor's  commission  ;  but  what 
does  he  believe  ?  I  presume  they  have  told  him 
that  they  command  a  majority  of  the  House. 
They  decline  to  answer.  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  they  have  told  the  Governor  so.  I  invite 
them  again,  and  this  House  invites  them,  to 
bring  the  thing  to  an  issue  at  once.  Even  mem- 
bers of  their  own  party  ask  them  to  bring  things 
to  a  head.  I  protest  against  this  attempt  to 
postpone  the  pubUc  business,  to  refuse  to  ac- 
cept supplies,  and  to  delay  things  from  day  to 
day  for  the  mere  chance  of  getting  one  or  two 
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uncertain  members.  I  hope  the  House  will 
accept  the  motion  of  my  honorable  friend. 

Mr.  MoLEAN. — Sir,  it  is  certainly  very  pleas- 
ing to  hear  the  words  "  incompetent  Ministers  " 
coming  from  the  mouth  of  the  honorable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down.  Has  not  this  House,  by 
the  largest  majority  ever  known  in  New  Zealand, 
ruled  that  the  incompetence  and  maladministra- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  unfit  him  to  sit  on 
those  ben(jhes  P 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— -Not  this  House. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Sir,  this  House 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— No,  no. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  House  of  Representa- 
tives. As  a  mere  matter  of  speech,  I  will  please 
the  honorable  gentleman.  The  House  told  that 
honorable  gentleman  that  he  was  the  most  in- 
competent Minister  that  ever  ruled  in  New  Zea- 
land :  still  the  honorable  gentleman  has  the 
audacity  to  come  forward  and  say  that  those 
honorable  members  are  incompetent.  Sir,  I  take 
it  that  the  honorable  gentlemen  now  on  those 
benches  are  the  most  competent  we  have  had  on 
those  benches  for  many  a  day ;  and.  Sir,  I  tell 
that  honorable  gentleman  that  they  are  an  honest 
Ministry,  that  this  House  can  trust  them,  that 
tliis  country  can  trust  them,  and  that  the  interests 
of  the  country  are  safe  in  their  hands.  Here, 
forsooth,  we  have  a  charge  of  incompetency  from  a 
member  of  a  Government  who,  I  venture  to  say, 
have  brought  this  colony  into  a  most  awful  mess 
through  their  want  of  administrative  ability  and 
their  inattention  to  the  affairs  of  this  country. 
We  have  these  honorable  gentlemen — we  have 
first  the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works  com- 
mitting this  country  to,  we  may  say,  half  the 
loan  of  five  millions,  without  knowing  whether  it 
can  be  raised  or  not ;  and  when  the  members 
of  the  Government  are  asked  to  produce  the 
telegram  they  have  received  from  England  on 
the  subject,  they  decline  to  lay  it  before  the 
House.  I  take  Ihat  to  mean  that  the  news  is 
very  bad,  and  other  honorable  members  cannot 
help  coming  to  the  same  conclusion.  But  still 
that  honorable  gentleman  went  on,  letting  con- 
tracts to  the  extent  of  half  the  loan,  and  the 
greater  portion  without  the  authority  of  this 
House.  Those  honorable  gentlemen  did  as  they 
pleased,  and  still  they  come  and  say  the  members 
of  the  Government  are  incompetent.  Then  let 
us  take  the  Native  land  purchase.  Did  not  the 
honorable  member  (Mr.  Sheehan)  stand  up,  when 
he  and  his  colleagues  took  possession  of  those 
benches,  and  declare  that  he  would  carry  out 
the  policy  of  his  predecessors  —  that  was,  to 
stop  all  Native  land  purchases,  and  only  com- 
plete those  which  had  already  been  commenced  ? 
Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  was  not  very  long 
on  those  benches  before,  after  spending  what  this 
House  allowed  for  Native  expenditure,  he  in- 
creased that  expenditure  to  such  a  pitch  that 
he  found  he  wotdd  be  called  over  the  coals  when 
the  House  met.  In  order  to  avoid  that,  he  scat- 
tered money  over  the  country  for  other  than 
actual  purchases,  and  committed  this  country  to 
laud  purchases  of  over  a  million  sterling.  This 
is  the  honorable  gentleman  who,  when  he  tuuk 
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poesession  of  those  benches,  declared  against 
those  Native  land  purchases,  and  said  he  would 
haTO  nothing  further  to  do  with  them.  Then, 
Sir,  those  honorable  gentlemen  go  to  the  country, 
and  tbej  come  back  from  the  country  in  a  mi- 
nority in  this  House,  notwithstanding  that  they 
endeavoured 'to  mislead  the  country — that  they 
declared  that  they  wished  the  country  to  pass 
those  measures  they  had  brought  before  Parlia- 
ment. Why,  Sir,  they  did  not  tell  the  country 
that  the  whole  House  was  anxious  to  pass  these 
measures,  but  they  went  to  the  country,  and  not 
one  of  them  ever  mentioned  the  most  important 
matter  to  the  constituencies — that  was,  the  matter 
of  finance.  Sir,  they  did  not  tell  the  constitu- 
ents that  they  were  bringing  the  finances  of  this 
country  into  such  a  deplorable  condition.  They 
never  spoke  of  the  deficiency  that  was  accruing. 
They  purposely  hid  that  from  the  country,  and  I 
am  perfectly  sure  that  if  they  had  laid  bare  the 
real  state  of  the  finances  of  the  country  they 
would  have  been  very  considerably  defeated  at 
the  elections.  When  they  came  back  to  this 
House,  we  found  them  in  such  a  position  that 
we  turned  them  off  these  benches  by  a  majority 
of  two.  Now,  Sir,  let  us  take  this  side  of  the 
House.  In  getting  a  Government  together,  is  it 
not  an  extraordinary  thing,  showing  great  loyalty 
to  principles,  that  those  gentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House  hare  allowed  a  Qovernment  to  be  con- 
stituted—  men  who  might  have  expected  that 
they  would  be  called  on  to  take  part  in  the 
government  of  this  country,  and  who  knew  that 
they  were  well  entitled  to  it  P  Sir,  have  any  of 
those  gentlemen  gone  from  this  side  of  the  House 
because  they  did  not  get  seats  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches  P  Only  two  gentlemen  have  gone 
from  this  side  of  the  House  because  they  were 
disappointed. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — No,  no. 

Mr.  McLean. — ^Is  not  this  a  great  thing  to 
say  pn  this  side  of  the  House  P  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  formed  a  Government  there  would  be  a 
stampede  of  disappointed  members  from  their 
ranks  that  would  astonish  them,  and  if  the 
members  were  then  divided  the  benches  on  the 
Government  side  of  the  House  would  be  nearly 
yaoant.  If  those  honorable  gentlemen  got  back 
on  the  Treasury  benches  again,  how  long  would 
they  continue  there  ?  Seeing  that  we  are  in  this 
position — seeing  that  the  late  Gk)vernment  were 
tmmed  out  by  a  majority  of  two,  and  that,  if  a 
division  were  now  taken,  the  position  would  be 
about  reversed,  or  that  the  result  would  depend 
upon  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker — seeing  that 
tnis  is  the  case,  is  it  not  fairly  a  matter  for  con- 
iiideration  whetlicr  or  not  the  people  should  be 
appealed  toP  I  do  not  say  this  without  regret, 
because  I  do  not  think  many  members  would 
care  about  going  back  to  the  country  so  soon 
after  a  general  election.  Speaking  to  the  Bill 
before  the  House,  I  have  no  fear  that  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  declared  on  the  hust- 
ings that  they  would  support  these  liberal  mea- 
sures, no  matter  from  whom  they  came,  will  now 
belie  their  promises  by  walking  into  the  lobby 
Against  these  measures,  in  order  that  a  number 
Mr.  McLetm 


of  honorable  gentlemen  who  hate  them  ahould 
thus  be  allowed  to  burke  them — gentlemen  who 
we  know  dislike  them,  and  who  warned  the  lata 
Government  that  if  they  dared  to  pass  them  they 
would  be  found  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  nyt, 
"They  have  stolen  our  measures."  Who  gave 
them  the  right  to  call  them  their  measures? 
When  these  measures  were  last  before  the  House 
did  not  that  honorable  gentleman  vote  a^^ainst 
themf  Did  not  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan),  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Christchurch  City  and  the  Thames,  both  vote 
against  manhood  suffrage  when  brought  forward 
in  this  House  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds,  and 
also  against  triennial  Parliaments  ?  The  honor- 
able gentlemen  on  the  Government  benches 
voted  for  those  measures,  as  I  did  myself,  and 
shall  do  again.  The  honorable  gentlemen  op- 
posite claim  those  Bills  now  as  their  own,  and 
say  they  are  satisfied  that  they  will  be  carried. 
Sir,  they  are  satisfied  of  that  because  they  can- 
not help  it.  We  know  that  the  late  Premier  is 
a  Conservative  at  heart,  and  that  he  only  tries  to 
carry  the  people  with  him.  His  every  action  proves 
it:  he  talks  one  way  and  acts  the  other.  Then 
those  honorable  gentlemen  say  they  are  quite 
ready  to  grant  supplies.  They  know  perfectly 
well,  and  the  country  quite  understands,  that 
they  are  blocking  supplies.  Notwithstanding  the 
violence  of  party  strife,  and  notwithstanding  that 
parties  have  been  nearly  equal,  this  House  has 
never  before  refused  to  sanction  supplies.  And 
those  honorable  gentlemen,  who  have  been  de- 
clared by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be  the 
most  incompetent  Government  that  New  Zea- 
land ever  possessed,  wish  again  to  rush  on  those 
benches;  and  it  is  they  who  are  refusing  supplies. 
Why  did  not  those  honorable  gentlemen  accept 
a  reasonable  proposition  P  Did  not  the  Govern- 
ment offisr  last  week  that,  if  they  were  allowed  to 
make  their  statements  of  policy,  they  would  con- 
sent to  the  no-confidence  motion  being  debated 
on  Tuesday  P  If  the  honorable  gentlemen  were 
anxious  to  get  on  with  the  business  of  the 
country,  why  did  they  not  accept  that  reasonable 
proposition  r  No,  Sir ;  they  thought  they  were 
masters  of  the  situation.  They  thought  t^ey 
could  bring  forward  a  motion,  and  that  they 
could  stop  the  Financial  Statement  from  being 
made.  When  they  saw  they  could  not  do  so,  they 
professed  to  be  quite  willing  that  the  Financial 
Statement  should  be  deliver^.  Then  they  tried 
to  stop  the  Native  Statement  by  bringing  on  their 
motion  ;  and  again,  when  they  found  they  could 
not  help  themselves,  they  said  they  wished  that 
the  Native  Statement  should  be  made.  That  was 
the  position  th^  took  up ;  and  I  think  it  is  quite 
right  for  the  u-ovemment  now  to  say,  "  These 
measures  shall  be  kept  before  you  untU  you  pass 
them.  When  you  have  passed  them,  we  will  then 
consider  your  motion  of  want  of  confidence." 
For  myself,  I  think  reasonable  opportunities  were 
given  to  the  honorable  gentlemen.  I  would  be 
no  party  to  any  unreasonable  proposition  from 
either  side  of  the  House ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that,  were  the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  to 
make  a  reasonable  proposal,  it  would  n6t  alto- 
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gether  be  rejected.  We  know  that  parties  are  very 
equal  in  this-House,  and  that  they  will  continue  to 
be  so ;  and  it  is  for  eyery  one  having  the  good  of 
the  country  at  heart  to  endeavour  to  find  some  way 
out  of  the  present  difficulty.  But  if  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  think — two  disappointed  members 
haying  walked  across  to  their  side — they  are  going 
to  get  on  those  benclies  in  spite  of  anything  the 
Qt>Temment  nvay  do,  they  are  rery  much  mis- 
taken. A  great  deal  of  terrorism  has  been  exer- 
cised in  this  House.  Tlioee  honorable  gentlemen 
who  came  here  from  the  country  for  t)ie  first 
time  were  entitled  to  think  and  speak  for  them- 
selyes,  and  to  Tote  according  to  their  convictions ; 
but  honorable  members  have  kept  such  a  terror 
over  them  that  they  are  afraid  to  do  what  is 
right,  notwithstanding  that  their  instincts  may 
]^d  them  that  way.  I  have  voted  at  elections 
for  candidates  on  the  opposite  side  to  myself, 
because  I  believed  them  to  be  better  men  than 
those  opposed  to  them,  and  I  should  do  so  again ; 
and  when  members  come  to  this  House  and  see 
and  judge  for  themselves,  and  then  vote  conscien- 
tiooily  as  they  think  proper,  I,  for  one,  will  not 
cast  a  slur  upon  them  because  they  have  probably 
changed  their  minds  and  voted  in  a  direction 
different  from  that  which  they  indicated  on  the 
hustings.  They  do  not  know  what  takes  place 
in  this  House  until  they  come  here  and  see  the 
position  of  parties,  and  then  the  idea  that  only 
measures  and  not  men  are  important  is  dispelled. 
I  say  that  without  good  men  you  cannot  set  good 
measures.  We  had  the  late  Premier  gulling  this 
House  into  the  belief  that  he  was  taking  a  mea- 
sure through  Parliament  which  was  to  be  for  the 
good  of  tbe  human  race,  but  because  it  did  not 
suit  his  purpose  to  let  it  become  law  he  threw 
it  into  the  waste- paper  basket,  in  order  that  he 
might  still  have  it  to  dangle  before  the  people. 
Now,  what  we  say  is  thb :  that  those  measures 
shall  not  be  dangled  before  the  public  any  more, 
but  that  they  shall  become  law,  and  that  the  late 
Premier  shall  lose  his  political  stock-in-trade. 
There  are  one  or  two  statements  to  which  I  should 
like  to  refer,  but  I  am  precluded  from  doing 
so,  because  they  were  made  in  a  previous  debate. 
I  ask  those  honorable  members  who  are  un- 
fettered not  to  be  misled  into  the  belief  that  by 
voting  against  these  measures  they  are  simply 
postponing  them,  but  to  understand  that  they 
will  be  playing  into  the  hands  of  honorable 
members  who  hate  these  Bills,  and  who  mean  to 
burke  them  by  every  means  in  their  power.  And 
I  a»k  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  free  to 
do  at  they  like,  who  are  free  to  go  into  any 
lobby  they  please  —  and  there  are  a  number  of 
independent  members  in  this  House  not  tied  to 
any  party — I  ask  them  not  to  be  led  away  with 
the  idea  that  they  are  not  burking  the  measure. 
If  anything  takes  place  to  prevent  this  Bill  from 

gassing,  those  gentlemen — especially  those  who 
eclared  they  would  support  these  measures  no 
matter  from  what  Government  they  came — will 
find  themselves  in  a  position  before  their  consti- 
tuenU  which  will  not  be  to  their  benefit.  If 
passed  they  must  be  passed  now  that  they  are 
fairly  before  the  country,  and  I  hope  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  will  be  tinie  to  the  pledges  they 


gave,  and  vote  for  the  measures  now  that  thej 
are  before  the  House. 

Mr.  TOMOANA.— I  have  only  a  few  words  to 
say.  I  am  quite  friendly  with  the  members  of 
both  sides  of  this  House.  I  rise  to  speak  with 
reference  to  the  Statement  of  the  Native  Minister. 
I  listened  patiently  to  hear  his  remarks  with 
regard  to  the  Native  race ;  but  I  did  not  hear 
any  good  in  them.  I  have  since  been  very  much 
hurt.  I  wish  the  House  to  hear  what  I  have  to 
say.  I  have  asked  the  Ministers  to  seek  for  some 
other  Native  to  sit  in  my  place,  because  for  many 
years  my  people  have  been  siiffering,  some  are 
now  in  gaol,  and  the  women  and  children  haye 
also  suffered,  and  nothing  has  been  done  in  an- 
swer to  their  prayers  to  alleviate  their  sufferings. 
I  said  that  I  should  vote  and  deal  honestly  with 
Mr.  Hall ;  and  I  wish  to  go  honorably  from  this 
seat,  because  I  cannot  see  what  benefits  my  people 
are  to  derive  from  what  fell  from  the  Native 
Minister.  There  was  nothing  I  objected  to  in 
the  individuals ;  but  I  could  not  see  what  good 
was  to  come  from  them. 

[The  honorable  member,  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  speech,  left  the  Government  benches.] 

Mr.  ANDBEWS.— It  is  not  my  intention  to 
delay  the  House  very  long.  I  may  say,  at  tho 
outset,  that  I  have  purposely  refrained  from  speak- 
ing on  many  questions  that  have  exercisea  my 
mind.  Many  times  I  have  wished  to  express  my 
views  upon  questions  that  have  come  before  the 
House,  but  I  have  refrained  from  doing  so  because 
I  wished  to  expedite  the  business  as  much  as 

rssible.  Now,  I  wish  to  assure  the  House  that 
have  not  the  slightest  fear  as  to  the  passing 
of  this  measure,  and  I  was  therefore  exceedingly 
sorry  to  hear  the  threats  thrown  out  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  who  said  that  if  we  prevented 
the  passage  of  the  Supply  Bill  we  should  lose 
sight  of  mis  measure  altogether,  and  that  that 
would  be  a  ^reat  pity,  because  the  people  had 
been  clamounng  for  a  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill. 
Perhaps  the  honorable  gentleman  will  allow  me  to 
say  that  I  do  not  anticipate  for  one  moment  that 
the  Bill  will  be  rejected  by  this  House.  I  am  so 
perfectly  satisfied  of  that,  that  I  shall  vote  with- 
out any  doubt  for  the  amendment  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers.  But  I  should 
like  to  point  out  that  the  Government  have  put 
this  Bill  in  the  most  awkward  place  they  could 
put  it.  It  is  completely  out  of  place.  It  is  like 
putting  the  cart  before  the  horse.  If  it  had  fol- 
lowed the  Bill  for  the  extension  of  the  franchise, 
or  the  Bill  for  the  redistribution  of  seats,  I  could 
have  understood  that  some  good  would  accrue 
from  it ;  but  to  throw  it  before  the  House  as  one 
of  those  liberal  measures  the  country  has  been 
clamouring  for  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  a  mis- 
take. I  have  not  heard  any  member  of  this 
House  declare  that  it  was  a  matter  of  absorbing 
interest,  nor  have  I  heard  outside  that  the  people 
regard  it  as  one  of  the  great  liberal  measures  they 
wish  to  see  passed.  It  is  a  matter  of  experiment, 
and  it  is  due  to  the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Stevens)  to  say  that  he  was  the 
first  to  introduce  it  to  this  House :  he  was  the 
first  to  suggest  a  matter  of  this  kind.  I  am  in 
no  way  pledged  to  my  constituents  on  the  quet- 
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tion,  but  I  can  say  that  there  is  a  desire  on  their 
part  that  some  change  should  take  place.  I  am 
therefore  prepared  to  vote  for  it.  I  think  that 
is  all  I  need  say  with  regard  to  the  Triennial 
Parliaments  Bill,  except  that  I  object  to  the 
place  which  has  been  given  to  it  amongst  these 
measures.  I  would  ask  the  House  to  consider 
some  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti,  in  which  he  said  some- 
thing to  this  effect :  that  young  members  were 
held  in  terror.  I  do  not  know  what  young  mem- 
bers he  is  alluding  to.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  I 
am  not  held  in  terror.  On  the  contrary,  instead 
of  being  held  in  terror,  I  have  had  the  warmest 
reception  possible,  an  exceedingly  good  recep- 
tion, on  this  side  of  the  House ;  and  from  that 
side  nothing  could  be  more  pleasing  to  me. 
There  is  no  terror  hanging  over  us.  We  liave 
expressed  ourselves  in  the  clearest  and  most 
explicit  manner,  and  we  have  stated  our  desire 
to  get  through  the  business  of  the  session  as 
speedily  as  possible.  All  I  can  say  is,  that 
if  by  not  speaking  I  can  further  the  business  I 
shall  be  most  happy  to  be  silent ;  but  there  are 
80  many  reasons  for  speaking,  and  so  many  ques- 
tions on  which  a  member  has  something  to  say, 
tliat  it  is  sometimes  necessary  for  one  to  speak. 
Looking  back  at  the  time  these  debates  have 
occupied,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  go  through  the 
speeches  of  the  many  speakers,  and  I  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  I  shall  avoid,  in  all  cases,  call- 
ing names.  Nor  do  I  wish  to  impute  any  base  or 
improper  motives  to  any  person.  I  would  say,  if 
an  honorable  member  makes  a  statement  here  1 
shall  accept  it  and  believe  him  ;  and  I  hope  honor- 
able members  will  accept  my  statements  in  the 
same  way.  I  am  under  no  obligations  to  my  con- 
stituents to  follow  any  particular  course.  The 
only  pledge  I  gave  was  to  this  effect :  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  being 
brought  against  the  Grey  Ministry,  I  would  vote 
against  that  motion.  Beyond  that,  I  am  not 
pledged ;  and,  now  that  I  have  voted  upon  that 

rrticular  question,  I  am  perfectly  free  to  vote  as 
like.  I  have  further  to  say  now,  as  an  inde- 
pendent man,  that  I  do  not  admire  the  tactics  of 
the  Ministry  at  present.  I  never  could  recognize 
such  a  position  as  the  Ministry  have  taken  upon 
themselves  just  now,  nor  am  I  ever  likely  to  do 
so.  I  consider  that  no  Ministry  has  a  right  to 
take  and  hold  those  benches  as  Responsible  Ad- 
visers to  the  Governor,  while  in  a  minority; 
and  I  assume  those  honorable  gentlemen  to  be  in 
a  minority.  I  say  that  at  no  time  has  any  Go- 
vernment a  right  to  sit  on  those  benches  when 
that  is  clearly  understood  to  be  their  position.  I 
believe  this  Ministry  has  only  one  claim  to  sit  on 
those  benches,  and  that  is  that  they  got  there  by 
a  catch  vote.  I  say  that  after  careful  delibera- 
tion and  consideration  of  the  question,  and  I 
repeat  that  it  was  simply  a  catch  vote  which 
placed  those  honorable  gentlemen  there.  I  do 
not  charge  the  Premier  with  putting  a  catch  vote 
forward  for  purposes  of  his  own,  but  I  think  it 
was  a  party  matter  which  led  t^  its  being  done. 
But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  a  vote 
saying  that  a  certain  party  has  not  the  confidence 
of  the  House,  and  saying  that  those  who  get  on 
Mr,  Andrew^ 


the  Government  benches  instead  of  them  have 
the  confidence  of  the  House.  That  does  not  by 
any  means  of  necessity  follow.  I  consider  that 
by  avoiding  a  direct  vote  of  confidence  or  no-con- 
fidence in  them  the  present  Ministry  show  that 
they  are  sitting  -there  simply  by  the  advice  of 
the  Governor,  and  not  as  representatives  of  tbii 
House.  They  have  never  allowed  themselves  to 
get  into  that  position,  and  that  shows  that  thcr 
do  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  House  ;  and  \ 
say  that  no  Ministry  ought  to  sit  on  those  benches 
unless  they  are  ready  at  any  time  to  appeal  to  the 
House  to  support  them  on  every  important  ques- 
tion, such,  for  instance,  as  the  question  of  sap- 
plies.  I  think  it  is  most  monstrous  for  the  Gt>- 
vernmcnt  to  put  that  question  off  as  they  have 
done.  And  why  do  they  do  so  ?  I  understand 
that  the  Ministry  demand  to  have  a  fair  trial ;  and 
I,  for  one — and  I  believe  the  whole  of  my  party 
— would  be  the  first  to  give  them  that  trial.  No 
one  could  be  more  ready  than  I  am  to  give  every 
man  fair-play,  but  a  time  comes  when  there  is  an 
end  to  fair-play.  I  would  point  out  to  the  Pre- 
mier a  case  in  point.  Before  I  left  Christchurch 
to  come  up  here,  I  wanted  money  from  a  man 
there  to  settle  an  account.  He  said  to  me,  when 
I  asked  him  for  it,  "  I  object  to  pay  the  money, 
until  I  go  through  the  account  and  am  satisfied 
of  the  correctness  of  it."  I  did  not  object  to 
that;  but,  when  I  had  given  him  a  reasonable  time 
and  he  did  not  pay  me,  I  said,  *'  Perhaps  you 
want  six  months  to  go  through  it."  That  ap- 
pears to  be  the  position  of  the  Ministiy.  They 
will  not  fix  any  time ;  it  is  quite  indefinite.  I  was 
talking  to  the  present  Treasurer  before  he  took 
office,  and  asked  him,  "  What  is  your  opinion  of 
the  finances  of  the  country  ?  "  He  said,  "  I  do  not 
know  exactly.  I  only  know  that  they  are  in  a 
terrible  muddle."  Then  I  said, "  That  is  not  what 
I  want  to  know.  How  do  you  expect  to  find  the 
books  of  the  several  departments  ?  Do  you  expect 
to  find  anvthing  wrong  in  them  ?  "  And  he  said, 
"  Oh,  no ; '  and  then  he  said,  "  So  far  as  the  actual 
Financial  Statement  is  concerned,  I  could  make 
one  in  twenty-four  hours."  He  has  had  more  than 
that,  and  he  has  made  his  Statement.  It  is  not  a 
statement  of  ways  and  means,  but  that  is  another 
matter  to  follow.  We  expected  something  hor- 
rible to  be  disclosed,  but  there  was  nothing  of  the 
kind.  If  I  could  get  an  assurance  from  those 
honorable  gentlemen  that  they  only  required  a 
day  or  a  week,  or  even  a  month,  I  should  be  satis- 
fied; but  I  must  object  to  our  being  kept  here 
from  day  to  day  with  the  expectation  that  some- 
thing terrible  is  to  be  revealed,  when  I  hare  oome 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  really  nothing  to 
to  be  revealed.  If  any  one  says  to  me,  "  Do  you 
not  beUeve  there  has  been  great  extravagance,  and 
timt  things  have  been  managed  in  an  awkward 
manner  ?  "  I  admit  it.  But  these  are  things  to 
be  found  out  and  remedied ;  and,  even  supposing 
that  nothing  else  is  done,  the  change  which  has 
taken  place  up  to  the  present  time  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  country.  I  say  that  so  far  the 
Ministry  have  done  good  work,  but  the  fault  I 
have  to  find  is,  that  they  persist  in  sitting  on  those 
benches  although  they  are  in  a  minority :  if  we 
are  to  have  |^ood  government  in  the  countrfi 
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the  Ministry  of  the  day  must  not  be  in  a  minority. 
It  is,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  contrary  to  Uie  usages 
of  Parliament,  and  it  is  contrary  to  the  feelings 
and  wishes  of  this  House.     I  can  state  for  myself 
— and  I  believe  I  speak  for  many  others  of  my 
party — that  if  the  Ministry  are  in  a  majority — 
eTen   if  that  majority  should  be  made  by  your 
casting  vote,  Sir — I  will  readily  help  them  to  pass 
the  whole  of  these  measures.     But  we  want  no 
more'  catch  votes.   Personally,  I  very  much  respect 
those  honorable  gentlemen,  and  have  nothing  to 
say  against  any  of  them  ;  but  it  is  not  a  question 
of  mere  men.    They  are  sitting  there  as  a  Ministry 
in  a  minority,  and  therefore  1  shall  oppose  them. 
Let  them  take  the  proper  position  of  a  minority, 
and  sit  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  and 
then  they  can  assist  in  carrying  these  measures. 
If   the  measures  are   so   dear  to  them,  as  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  says,  that  they  cannot  sacri- 
fice their  seat  to  secure  these  measures,  then  I 
fear  they  are  only  dear  to  them  in  name,  and  not 
in  their  hearts.    They  cannot  value  them  as  I  do. 
I  am  prepared  to  sink  my  party  feelings  in  order 
to  hare  these  measures  carried  ;  but  I  must  say  I 
object  to  beginning  at  the  wrong  end  and  passing 
such  a — shall  I  call  it  ? — stupidly-  and  awkwardly- 
placed  Bill  as  the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  when 
the  others  are  left  behind.     I  shall  vote  for  them, 
whoeTer  brings  them  forward,  and  I  believe  the 
majority  of  our  party  will  do  so  also.     As  to  the 
assertion  that  these  measures  will  not  be  carried, 
there  is  no  idea  of  such  a  thing.    At  all  events,  I 
have  no  fear  in  regard  to  that  matter.     I  wish 
the  House  to  understand  me  perfectly,  in  case  I 
should  not  speak  ogain.     I  do  not  want  to  get 
on  those  benches,  and  if  I  know  anything  of  the 
secrets  of  my  party  I  think  I  may  say  this :  that 
we  do  not  know  whom   we  shall  put  on  them. 
But  then,  Sir,  we  have  a  large  party  to  select 
from,  and,  as  this  party  constitutes  a  majority 
of  the  House,  I   do  not  think  we  shall  have 
any  difficulty  in  filling  the  Ministerial  benches 
satisfactorily.    And  even  supposing  the  proper 
men  should  not  be  placed  there,  I  am  not  going 
to  forego  my  principles,  and  I  shall  vote  against 
their  sitting  there  if  they  do  not  command  a 
majority.     1  hope  honorable  gentlemen  will  look 
at  the  question  in  the  same  spirit  that  I  do.    The 
difficulty  with  me  is,  how  to  get  out  of  our  pre- 
sent deadlock,  and  to  expedite  the  business^     I 
do  not  know  how  that  is  to  be  done,  but,  if  any 
means  are  found  by  which  we  can  expedite  busi- 
ness, I  will  stand  by  them.     If  even  a  dissolution 
of  the  House  is  necessary,  I  say  dissolve  at  once. 
Let  us  send  an  address  to  His  Excellency  at  once 
saying  that  this  House  cannot  come  to  a  conclu- 
sion, and  that  the  only  solution  of  the  difficulty 
is  a  dissolution.     I  am  prepared  to  go  back  to  my 
constituents.    I  feel  that  I  am  here  because  a 
majority  of  the  electors  of  my  district  believe  I 
am  a  proper  person  to  be  here ;  but,  if  I  do  not 
represent  the  views  of  ray  constituents,  I  have  no 
business  here,  and  shall  be  very  happy  to  go  home 
and  remain  there.     I  think  the  Ministry  should 
look  at  the  matter  in  the  same  way.    If  they  are 
not  sitting  there  with  the  consent  and  wish  of  the 
House,  tlicy  should  resign  at  once.    Personally, 
as  I  paid  before,  I  respect  the  honorable  gentle* 


men  on  those  benches  ;  but  I  shall  respect  them 
very  much  more  if  they  have  the  manliness  and 
sense  of  decorum  to  obey  the  will  of  the  majority 
— if  there  is  a  majority — against  them,  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  business  and  uphold  the  honor 
of  this  House.  I  do  not  myself  know  for  certain 
how  the  vote  will  go,  nor  do  I  believe  the  Minis- 
try know ;  but  they  seem  afraid  to  put  the  matter 
to  the  test.  And  why?  If  I  am  in  the  right  I 
have  a  right  to  get  an  expression  of  opinion  with 
me,  and  If  I  am  in  the  wrong  I  must  expect  it  to 
be  given  against  me.  So  far  as  getting  a  majority 
is  concerned,  I  am  certain  of  this :  that,  if  the 
new  members  of  the  House — some  twenty-four  or 
twenty-five,  I  think  —  were  to  meet  in  caucus, 
they  could  form  a  Ministry,  and  would  secure  a 
majority,  if  you  would  give  them  sufficient 
time,  simply  by  promising  to  make  roads  and 
bridges.  If  we  were  to  leave  the  present  Minis- 
try in  office  for  another  month,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  they  would  get  round  them  a  majority ; 
but  is  it  fair  to  keep  some  eighty  members  here 
in  the  position  that  we  are  in,  suffering  inconve- 
nience simply  because  those  honorable  gentlemen 
wish  to  retain  place  ?  As  to  the  liberal  measures, 
their  safety  is  assured  ;  almost  every  member  of 
the  House  is  pledged  to  them,  and  nothing  can 
prevent  them  passing.  But  are  the  measures  in- 
troduced by  the  present  Ministry  so  very  liberal? 
Let  us  just  look  at  one — the  Qualification  of 
Electors  Bill.  There  is  clause  2,  subsection  (1.) 
That  provides, — 

**  Every  man  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or 
upwards  having  a  freehold  estate  in  possession, 
situate  within  the  electoral  district  for  which  the 
vote  is  to  be  given,  of  the  value  of  twenty-five 
pounds,  whether  subject  to  incumbrances  or  not, 
and  of  or  to  which  he  has  been  seized  or  entitled, 
either  at  law  or  in  equity,  for  at  least  six  calendar 
months  next  before  the  registration  of  his  vote,  is 
entitled  to  bo  registered  as  an  elector  and  to  vote 
at  the  election  of  members  for  such  district  for 
the  House  of  Representatives." 

Now,  if  that  is  a  liberal  measure,  I  do  not 
know  what  Liberalism  is.  If  there  is  anything 
which  tends  to  keep  up  Conservatism  and  the  in- 
fluence of  class  it  is  such  provisions  in  our  law  as 
this.  Here,  in  the  next  subsection,  you  have  the 
manhood  residential  clause.  Does  that  not  em- 
brace everything  ?  What,  then,  is  the  meaning  of 
this  £25  qualification  ?  Simply  this :  that  certain 
classes  may  vote  for  twenty  members  of  this 
House.  And  yet  that  is  a  liberal  measure.  If 
that  is  a  specimen  of  the  improved  measures  of 
the  present  Go^rnment,  I  hope  none  of  them 
will  bo  placed  on  the  Statute  Book.  Whether  it 
was  brought  forward  by  the  present  Government 
or  by  the  late  Government,  I  should  equally  object 
to  such  a  measure.  We  want  notliing  of  the 
kind  contained  in  that  subsection.  If  we  claim  to 
be  Liberals,  let  us  be  Liberals.  If  all  the  elections 
in  the  colony  were  to  take  place  on  the  same 
day — which  I  believe  to  be  desirable — it  would 
be  less  objectionable ;  but  in  any  case  I  think  the 
residential  qualification  should  cover  everything. 
Whoever  proposes  such  a  clause  will  find  me  op- 
posing it.  I  need  not  say  more  on  the  present 
occasion.    I  wished  to  dear  myself,  and  I  think 
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I  hare  said  all  that  was  necessary  at  the  present 
time.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  hurry  through 
these  measures  of  reform,  but  I  have  no  fear  for 
them.  They  would  go  through,  even  if  the  present 
Ministry  were  opposed  to  them.  They  cannot  be 
stopped  by  any  man  or  by  any  scheme.  If  this 
House  were  dissolved,  whatever  party  were  sent 
back  they  would  have  strict  instructions  to  cany 
out  these  measures. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.  —  The  honorable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  has,  upon  this  occa- 
sion, made,  as  he  did  on  the  first  occasion  when 
he  addressed  the  House,  a  party  speech  without 
making  himself  acquainted  with  the  particulars 
of  which  he  was  speaking  as  they  related  to 
parties  in  this  House.  He,  for  instance,  just 
now  read  from  the  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill 
a  sentence  which,  if  it  stood  alone,  would  cer- 
tainly bear  the  construction  put  upon  it,  that  it 
is  not  in  every  sense  so  liberal  a  measure  as  we 
have  been  promised.  He  says  the  qualification 
for  electors  is  to  be  freehold  of  the  value  of  £25. 
That  is  the  first  subsection  of  a  certain  clause ; 
but  if  he  had  only  gone  on  to  the  next  subsection 
he  would  have  read  this : — 

"  Every  man  who  has  resided  for  one  year  in 
the  colony  and  in  the  electoral  district  for  which 
he  claims  to  vote  during  the  six  months  imme- 
diately preceding  the  registration  of  his  vote,  and 
is  not  registered  in  respect  of  a  freehold  qualifica- 
tion under  this  Act  in  respect  of  the  same  dis- 
trict, is  entitled  to  be  registered  as  an  elector  and 
to  vote  at  the  election  of  members  for  such  dis- 
trict for  the  House  of  Representatives." 

Is  that  not  liberal  enough  ?  If  not,  make  it 
more  so.  An^  one  who  has  been  vrithin  a  district 
six  months  will  have  a  vote. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.— One  vote. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  apprehend  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchuroh  City  ddes  not 
want  one  person  to  have  more  than  one  vote,  and 
in  another  Bill  Government  has  provided  that  he 
shall  not  have  more  than  one.  Can  the  honor- 
able gentleman  remember  what  it  was  the  pre- 
ceding Ministry  propo8ed.to  do  ?  Did  they  offer 
any  qualification  of  this  kind  ?  If  he  had  known 
what  occurred  in  this  House  last  session  he 
wo\ild  have  known  that  half  a  dozen  qualifications 
were  proposed.  There  was  no  equivalent  what- 
ever for  this  £25  qualification.  Nothing  in  their 
Bill  was  so  much  to  the  point  as  the  provisions 
which  the  honorable  member  has  just  read  and 
spoken  against.  Before  the  honorable  member 
comes  down  to  this  House  he  ought  to  know  what 
he  lA  talking  about.  Then  he  complains  that  this 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill  is  not  in  the  right 
place.  Instead  of  being  in  the  first  place,  he 
says  it  ought  to  be  in  the  last  place.  Well,  are 
not  the  late  Ministry  responsible  ?  The  notice  to 
introduce  this  Bill  was  in  the  first  place,  the  Bill 
was  introduced  in  the  first  place,  and  was  placed 
first  on  the  Order  Paper  by  the  Ministry  which 
was  sent  off  these  benches ;  and  yet  the  honor- 
able gentleman  comes  forward  to  tell  the  House 
that  the  present  Ministry  has  acted  wrongly,  and 
hOi  for  one — so  considerate  is  he — will  not  be 
entrapped  into  voting  for  that  Bill  in  such  a 
place.  There  is  one  Utile  piece  of  advice  I  would 
Mr,  Andrews 


like  to  give  him,  and  it  is,  that  he  should  keep  his 
advice  for  his  own  side.  It  may  be  very  well 
to  give  his  opinion  about  this  matter  or  that 
matter;  but,  when  he  takes  to  advising  us  at 
to  what  tactics  we  should  adopt,  he  is  talking 
about  a  matter  which  he  knows  nothing  what- 
ever about ;  and  no  doubt  he  will  have  to  be 
some  time  in  this  House  before  he  can  instruct 
this  side  upon  matters  of  that  sort.  Then  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan) 
has  boasted  this  evening  of  his  power  of  obstruc- 
tion. He  says  we  are  mere  tiros  at  the  business, 
and  I  quite  believe  him — I  believe  he  knows  more 
of  that  kind  of  thing  than  we  do  ;  but  the  boast  of 
to-night  is  simply  an  old  boast  repeated.  More 
than  a  week  ago  he  uttered  precisely  similar 
sentiments.  He  says,  "  Do  you  suppose  you  can 
teach  us  to  obstruct  ?  We  taught  you,  in  1877,  all 
that  you  know,  and  you  are  very  bad  copyists." 
Sir,  I  believe  we  should  be  very  l^d  copyists,  and 
I  believe  there  are  many  members  on  this  side  of 
the  House — I  and  others — who,  if  the  party  now 
in  power  were  to  employ  such  tactics  as  those 
of  1877,  would  certainly  leave  them.  I  believe 
no  member  of  this  party  would  agree  either  with 
the  tactics  of  1877,  or  with  those  the  honorable 
gentlemen  have  exhibited  during  the  past  week. 
The  honorable  gentleman  tells  us  that  he  wishes 
to  proceed  with  the  business,  and  that  we  are 
the  obstructionists.  But  I  would  remind  those 
gentlemen  of  this :  On  the  I3th  instant,  a  week 
ago  yesterday,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  wrote 
a  note  to  the  Prime  Minister  asking  whether  he 
would  be  prepared  to  make  an  arrangement  to 
allow  of  the  want-of-confidence  motion  coming 
on  at  an  early  date ;  and  the  reply  was,  that  the 
Government  was  most  willing  to  do  so,  but  wished, 
first,  to  place  before  the  coimtry  those  measures 
which  all  parties  say  are  needed.  And  the  object 
was  this :  it  was  in  order  to  put  our  reforms  before 
the  House  in  such  a  way  as  to  show  we  were  quite 
in  earnest  in  our  expressions  of  a  desire  for  reform ; 
it  was  in  order  to  show  we  were  going  to  produce 
better  measures  than  were  those  of  the  late  Gh>- 
vernment — that  is  to  say,  measures  better  adapted 
to  answer  the  purposes  contemplated ;  it  vras  in 
order  to  show  that  we  were  true  reformers— not 
like  those  who  threw  up  their  Bills  last  session ; 
and  it  was  in  order  that  the  details  of  these 
measures  which  had  been  contemplated  by  the 
present  Ministry  might  be  put  before  the  coun- 
try, so  that  the  electors  might  judge  who  were 
the  real  friends  of  reform.  This  was  on  the  13th. 
On  the  following  day,  the  matter  again  came  up, 
and  an  offer  was  again  made  by  the  Q-ovemment, 
a  day  being  named.  The  Government  took  up 
this  position:  "We  will  get  our  Statement  made 
up ;  we  will  get  our  Bills  before  the  House ;  and 
on  Tuesday  week" — that  was  to- night — "we  will 
go  into  the  question  of  confidence."  How  was 
that  proposition  met  ?  The  proposition  of  Mon- 
day was  met  with  silent  contempt.  The  propo- 
sition of  Tuesday  was  met,  not  with  silent  con- 
tempt, but  with  a  very  open  expression  of  con- 
tempt ;  and,  when  the  honorable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  made  a  suggestion  that  we  should  meet 
oo  Monday  to  consider  the  question,  there  was 
no  response  ^m  the  Opposition  benches.    But 
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tli«re  wat  a  response  from  these  benches:    we 
were  willine  to  make  an  extra  night ;  and  there- 
fore I  saj  it  is  a  shameful  thing  for  honorable 
gentlemen  to  come  here  and  misrepresent  the 
whole  aspect  of  affairs,  saying  that  we  are  the 
obstructionists,  and  that  they  are  the  injured 
parties.     When  the  honorable  member  goes  back 
to  Christchnrch  I  hope  he  will  take  a  true  story 
with  him  ;  I  hope  he  will  examine  into  the  ones- 
tion  beforehand,  will  make  himself  master  of  the 
facts,  will  tell  his  constituents  what  the  facts 
are,  and  will  not  gire  the  garbled  Tersion  he  has 
giren  ns  of  this  Bill  and  the  Bills  of  the  pre- 
ceding Ministry.    Then  we  were  told  by,  I  think, 
the  honorable  member    for  the   Thames    (Bfr. 
Sheehan),  who  spoke  to-night,  that  this  Triennial 
Parliaments  Bill  is  the  Bill  of  the  late  GN>Tem- 
ment,  and  not  the  Bill  of  my  honorable  friend 
at  all.     Well,  I  wish  they  would  quickly  settle 
the  paternity  of  the  Bill,  and  be  done  with  it. 
Let  us  see  how  we  stand  in.  reference  to  it.    So 
hiT   as   this   measure   is  concerned,  I  will  call 
attention  to  how  much  of  it  probably  belongs  to 
them.     In  the  first  place,  I  belicTe  the  words  in 
italics  are  the  words  inserted  by  the  present  Gk>- 
remment.    Well,  these  occujy  one-half  of  the 
Bill.     In  addition  to  that,  I  find  that  Ave  lines 
of  this  short  Bill  are  to  be  eliminated ;  so  that,  as 
it  stands,  there  are  just  three  lines  in  the  Bill, 
apart  from  the  title,  belonging  to  the  proposal  of 
the  late  Ghovemment.    But,  supposing  it  to  be  the 
Bill  of  the  late  GoTcmment,  how  do  we  stand 
in  reference  to  that  P    Why,  I  was  amazed  the 
other  night  at  what  took  place  when  the  honor- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Goyemment 
introduced  the  Bill.     One  honorabe  gentleman, 
the  Apollo  of  the  party,  the  chief  speaker,  shouts 
out,   "It  is  not  our  measure  at  all ;  we  know 
nothine  about  it."     Then   another   gentleman, 
whom  I  may  call  the  Jupiter  Tonans  of  the  party, 
calls  out,  "  It  is  ours ;  it  is  not  yours    at  all.'* 
Then  the  Mercury  of  the  party  exclaimed,  "  It 
is  not  your  party's  Bill;    it  is    mine.     What 
right  have  those  gentlemen  to  father  my  little 
bantling  P  "     I  wish  they  would  settle  the  pater- 
nity of  it  amongst  them.    This  is  the  Bill  of  the 
present  Goyemment ;  this  is   the  Bill  that  the 
present  Goyemment  propose  to  place  before  the 
electors ;  it  is  the  Bill    ly  which  thej  propose 
to  be  judged;  and  it  differs  in  this  important 
respect  from  the  other  Bill:  that,  whereas  the 
BiU  of  the  preyious  Goyemment  would  giye  this 
House  a  tenure  of  fiye  years,  the  present  Bill 
limits  our  tenure  to  three  years.    Then  we  haye 
been  told   to-night  that   the   late  GK>yernment 
was  really  the   author  of    all   the  Bills  of  a 
liberal  character  put  before  the  House,  and  that 
ibe^  present  Goyemment  haye  no  standing  at 
all  in  their  adyocacy.    Well,  it  was  revealed  to 
US  the  other  night,   by  referring  to  Hantardt 
that  about  one-half  of  the  members  of  the  late 
Ministry  had  yoted  at  one  time  or  another,  in 
recent  sessions,  against  eyery  one  of  the  principles 
oontained  in  these  Bills.     Tet  they  say  they  are 
the  only  persons  who  ought  to  haye  charge  of 
^em,  because  they  alone  can  do  justice  to  the 
l^Dciples  contained  in  them.    Why,  the  Opposi- 
tion can  say  nothing  as  bad  as  that  of  the  party 


on  these  benches,  taken  as  a  whole.  If  the  re- 
cords were  carefully  looked  into,  I  think  the  old 
stagers  in  this  Hoase  would  have  rather  a  black 
record  on  most  of  these  things.  Then  we  were 
told  that,  on  account  of  the  delinquency  of  cer- 
tain members  of  the  present  Qt)yemment,  they 
could  not  be  trusted  with  these  measures.  It  is 
said  that  these  measures  are  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  and  that  these  men  haye  all  their  time 
been  employed  in  building  up  an  aristocracy.  At 
one  time  it  is  a  genuine  aristocracy,  and  at 
another  moment,  when  it  suits  the  whim  of  the 
speaker,  it  is  a  sort  of  bastard  aristocracy.  How- 
eyer,  it  is  said  that  these  gentlemen  haye  been 
building  up  this  aristocracy  with  such  yigour  that 
they  are  not  to  be  trusted  with  Bills  to  emancipate 
the  people.  But  how  is  it  we  neyer  get  any  answer 
to  the  allegations  on  this  side  of  the  House  that 
this  aristocratic  element  was  built  up  by  the 
'honorable  gentlemen  themselyes  P  How  is  it  that 
we  get  no  answer  to  the  statement  about  the 
80,000-acre  block  in  the  Cheyiot  District  P  The 
charge  remains  that  it  was  through  the  measures 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G. 
Chrey)  that  this  large  amount  was  giyen  to  this 
particular  indiyidual.  Instead  of  an  answer,  there 
was  this  red-herring  of  the  "  gridiron  "  brought 
before  us.  Now,  with  regard  to  that,  the  honor- 
member  for  Cheyiot  the  other  day  said  that  this 
gridironing  extended  to  the  enormous  amount 
of  2,000  acres.  The  Premier  says  5,000  acres. 
Well,  I  will  take  the  larger  figure  ;  although  that 
is  still  an  unsupported  statement.  But,  whether 
it  be  2,000  acres,  6,000  acres,  or  20,000  acres,  I 
say  that  is  a  mere  bagatelle  compared  with  this 
single  estate  giyen  in  the  way  indicated  to-day  to 
this  one  indiyidual.  The  other  day  my  motiyes 
were  questioned  because  I  put  a  certain  question 
upon  the  Order  Paper.  I  was  told  that  that  was 
a  yery  wrong  thing  indeed.  Now,  my  reason  for 
putting  this  question  was  yery  simple.  It  was  to 
get  at  the  truth,  in  order  to  expose  this  humbug 
that  is  going  on  of  profession  as  against  practice. 
We  are  told  oyer  and  oyer  agam  that  certain 
parties  in  the  House  and  their  friends  want  to 
keep  down  a  landed  aristocracy,  want  to  cut  np 
the  country  into  small  lots,  want  to  preyent  the 
accumulation  of  large  estates  in  a  few  hands. 
And  this  is  the  way  they  attempt  to  accomplish 
their  object :  They  gaye,  as  we  heard  to-day  un- 
contradicted, 80,000  acres  of  land  in  one  district ; 
and  at  this  yery  moment,  at  the  public  expense, 
they  are  suryeying  a  large  block  of  land,  yanously 
estimated  at  m>m  80,0(X)  to  50,000  acres,  beyond 
the  Mokau  for  one  man.  What  is  the  excuse  for  it  ? 
They  pretend  it  is  to  get  a  footing  in  that  country. 
Why,  we  already  haye  a  footing  in  the  country. 
There  is  already  land  in  that  country  belonging 
to  the  Goyemment,  which  they  haye  bought  out 
of  the  public  funds.  It  is  also  an  undoubted 
fact  that  those  honorable  gentlemen  haye  actually 
given  facilities,  within  quite  recent  times,  within 
three  months,  for  the  acquisition  of  an  enormous 
estate  for  one  man.  And  what  is  the  character  of 
this  estate  P  It  is  said  to  be  the  best  land  north 
of  the  Mokau.  It  is  yaluable  not  only  as  agri- 
cultural land,  but  it  is  still  more  yaluable  on 
account  of  its  enormous  deposit  of  coal,  of  its 


Digitized  by 


Google 


420 


Triennial 


[HOUSE.]         ParliamenU  Bill.         [Oct.  21 


enormous  deposit  of  limestone,  its  deposit  of  iron, 
and  its  probable  deposit  of  gold.  Now,  that  is 
a  large  tract  of  country ;  and  when  I  hear  an 
honorable  gentleman  laughing,  as  if  gold,  coal, 
limestone,  and  iron  could  not  all  be  found  on  one 
estate,  I  ask  him  to  remember  that  50,000  acres 
mean  a  large  tract  of  country.  Upon  undoubted 
authority,  I  say  that  three  of  those  minerals  are 
found  there  in  abundance.  On  the  same  un« 
doubted  authority,  I  say  the  land  is  first-class ; 
and  I  put  the  gold  entirely  as  a  speculative 
matter.  Well,  what  are  we  to  say  of  the  conduct 
of  those  gentlemen  in  coming  here  and  hood- 
winking the  public  by  pretending  that  they  are 
against  large  estates,  wnen  at  the  Tcry  moment 
they  are  talking  they  know  that,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, and  not  private  expense,  they  are  fostering 
the  acquisition  of  large  estates  ?  I  do  not  deny 
my  motive  in  putting  that  question  on  the  Order 
Paper,  and  I  have  other  questions  to  put  on  the 
Paper  as  soon  as  I  can  ascertain  the  proper  form. 
I  do  not  want  to  bring  in  names  more  than  I  can 
help,  or  they  would  have  been  on  the  Paper  before 
now.  Then,  we  were  told  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  we  ought  to  revert  to  the  American 
system.  With  an  assumption  of  knowledge  which 
is  very  remarkable — or,  rather,  which  would  have 
been  remarkable  to  me  a  month  ago — we  were  told 
something  in  reference  to  the  American  system. 
We  were  told  that  in  America  large  estates  are 
not  accumulated  ;  that  land  is  given  very  cheap  ; 
and  that,  notwithstanding  its  cheapness,  it  is 
scattered  amongst  the  people  in  small  quantities. 
Sir,  there  is  no  law  in  America  at  all  against 
a  man  accumulating  as  much  land  as  he  likes  to 
pay  for.  The  land  is  6s.  sterling  an  acre — that 
is  a  dollar  and  a  quarter— and  you  may  take  as 
little  or  as  much  as  you  like ;  you  are  not  re- 
stricted in  auy  way.  The  farms  are  larger  in 
America  than  in  any  other  country  in  the  world. 
What  we  would  call  an  immense  run  of  30,000 
or  40,000  acres  is  there  merely  considered  a 
farm.  I  say  the  true  principle  for  this  country, 
the  true  principle  for  America,  and  for  every  other 
country  is  not  to  bolster  up  estates,  not  to  make 
large  estates  by  legal  enactment,  not  to  help  men 
to  accumulate  them  by  legal  enactment  or  by 
special  action  on  the  part  of  the  Oovernment, 
and  on  the  other  hand,  not  to  prevent  men 
from  holding  them  either  by  law  or  custom,  but 
to  let  Nature  have  her  way.  If  it  be  a  natural 
thing  for  a  man  to  have  a  larger  quantity  of 
land  rather  than  a  large  amount  of  money,  let 
him  have  it.  If  it  be  natural  for  estates  to 
be  cut  into  small  pieces,  is  it  wise  to  interfere 
with  economic  laws  ?  Those  laws  are  as  certain 
to  vindicate  themselres,  either  by  their  penal- 
ties or  by  their  rewards,  as  any  laws  can  be. 
We  know  tlmt  in  America  there  is  no  taxation 
of  land.  We  were  told  that  the  American 
estates  were  kept  down  by  taxation.  I  deny  it. 
There  is  no  State  in  America  where  land  is  spe- 
cially taxed.  The  Government  of  America  does 
not  tax  land.  The  States  tax  land  only  as  they 
tax  other  property.  In  almost  every  State  there 
is  a  property-tax,  and  therefore,  in  that  sense, 
there  is  a  land-tax.  There  is  a  property-tax,  and 
you  haye  to  make  a  return  of  it  for  taxation. 
Colonel  TrimbU 


The  land,  as  land,  is  not  taxed  at  all ;  it  is  taxed 
simply  as  any  other  article  of  property  that  a 
man  possesses  is  taxed.  We  were  told  that  there 
was  no  terrorism  exercised  to  get  votes.  The 
memory  of  honorable  gentlemen  seems  to  be 
very  defective.  Why,  Sir,  you  nUed  out  of  order 
to-day  an  extraordinary  motion  of  terrorism.  I 
wrant  to  know  how  it  is  that  one  particular  mem- 
ber has  been  hunted  down,  or  attempted  to  be 
hunted  down,  in  this  House.  Was  there  not  an 
attempt  made  this  day  to  put  on  the  Order  Paper 
a  notice  of  motion  for  the  very  object  of  terrify- 
ing that  gentleman  into  voting  on  that  side  of  the 
House?  The  honorable  member  for  Ohristchorch 
City  says  he  has  not  been  bullied.  I  beliere 
it.  He  is  just  the  kind  of  man  to  be  patted  on 
the  back  ;  there  is  no  necessity  for  attempting  to 
terrify  him.  I  would  recall  for  a  moment  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  Bill  that  is  before 
us.  I  would  again  make  a  suggestion  for  the 
consideration  oithe  House,  and  it  is  this :  that 
we  should  get  leave  to  go  on  with  business.  We 
can  soon  clear  off  the  Order  Paper.  I  venture 
to  say  that  there  will  be  no  inchnation  on  this 
side  of  the  House  to  oppose  the  fair  discussion  of 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  Biinisters.  Let  those 
gentlemen  conduct  the  business  of  the  House  in 
a  natural  and  orderly  way,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  wishes  of 
the  honorable  genUemen  on  the  opposite  side 
will  be  gratified,  and  that  a  full  discussion  will 
take  place  as  to  what  the  present  Minis- 
try have  done  and  as  to  what  they  ought  to 
haye  done.  The  question  is  of  importanoe,  I 
think,  to  reformers.  I  have  probably  as  much 
experience  of  the  way  of  getting  reform  as  any 
man  in  this  House.  I  would  just  remind  real 
reformers  in  the  House  of  this :  that,  in  the  midst 
of  our  agitations  at  Home,  we  always  took  those 
measures  of  reform  that  we  could  get,  even  as  an 
instalment.  I  would  remind  honorable  gentle- 
men of  one  particular  occasion,  which  is  eyer 
memorable  in  the  history  of  reform — I  would 
remind  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  position  of 
affairs  in  1866  and  1867.  Owing  to  a  combina- 
tion, which  I  need  not  refer  to,  upon  one  inci- 
dental vote,  the  Liberal  Ministry  of  the  day  went 
out  of  office.  They  gave  place  to  a  Ministry  in 
an  undoubted  minority— an  unquestionable  mi- 
nority— so  unquestionably  in  a  minority  that  Her 
Majesty  even  wished  that  her  Ministers  should 
not  resign.  The  opponents  of  the  Ministry, 
knowing  the  difficulty  of  the  position,  had  no 
desire  that  they  should  resign.  The  new  Minis- 
try took  office  in  an  undoubted  minority,  and  no 
attempt  was  made  during  the  whole  of  that 
session  to  displace  them.  During  the  session  of 
1867  this  same  Ministry,  still  in  a  minority, 
reraaiued  on  the  Treasury  benches.  They  con- 
tinued, during  the  whole  of  that  session,  to  ad- 
minister the  affairs  of  the  country  without  one 
single  factious  vote.  They  brought  forward  one 
of  the  most  revolutionary  Bills  that  were  ever  in- 
troduced into  the  House.  It  was  filled  with  pro- 
visions which  either  were  meant  to  make  reform 
inoperative,  or  which  had  that  tendency.  What 
did  the  real  reformers  in  the  House  do  ?  They 
did  not  bring  forward  a  motion  of  want  of  oonfi- 
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dence.  Thej  did  not  saj, "  You  shall  cot  paas  that 
Bill;   we  hA\Q  asked   Her  Majesty  to  displace 
you."    No ;  they  allowed  the  Bill  to  go  to  the 
second  reading,  and  it  went  into  Committee.  Wher- 
ever there  was  a  defect  in  the  Bill,  they  remedied 
the  defect,  as  far  as  they  were  able;  and  such 
a  democratic  measure  came  out  as  we  certainly 
did  not  expect  to  find  in  our  generation.    Now, 
look  at  the  conduct  of  the  so-called  Liberals 
here  and  to-day.    We  have  a  Ministry  in  office 
—  I  will  not  say  in  power — which  has  given 
unmistakable  evidence  that  they  not  only  pro- 
fess liberalism,  but  that  they  are  determined  to 
give   measures  of  reform   to   the  country  such 
as  their  opponents  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  never  contemplated  :  they  make  them  more 
liberal,  more  comprehensive,  and  more  simple  in 
their  terms ;  and  how  are  they  met  ?    Those  who 
call  themselves  Liberals,  but  are  not  Liberals,  say, 
"  We  will  not  have  your  measures  at  all ;  we  wUl 
simply  take  your  place ;  we  will  turn  you  out ; 
whatever  becomes  of  these  measures,  you  must 
leave."    They  simply  obstruct  the  business  of  the 
House,  obstruct  measures  of  reform,  in  order  to 
carry  out  their  own  whim.     Look  at  their  action 
with  regard  to  the  Upper  House.     How  could 
honorable  gentlemen  opposite  sit  quietly  and  listen 
to  the  pretended  expressions  of  awe  as  to  the 
action  of  the  Upper  House?     Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  leaders  of  that  party  tried   to   throw  con- 
tumely on  the  Upper  House  on  every  occasion — 
that  the  leaders  of  that  party  say  that  the  Upper 
House  ought  to  be  abolished?     Have  not  the 
leaders  of  that  party  done  everything  they  could 
to  bring  it  into  contempt  by  the  nominations  to  it 
which  they  have  made  ? 
Hon.  BfEMBBBS.— "  Oh,  oh  !'*    "  No,  no." 
Colonel  TRIMBLE.  —  Honorable  gentlemen 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  defending  the  large 
introduction  of  members  into  that  House  when 
they   get    up   to   speak.      I   only  say   that  the 
leaders  of  that  party  say  that  that  House  ought 
not  to  be  there  in  the  state  in  which  it  is.    They 
complain   that   its   members   are   gentlemen   at 
large,  with  £200  a  year  for  life,  and  to  show  their 
contempt  for  that  Chamber  they  have  sent  more 
members  to  it  than  any  other  Government  ever 
did.     I   say  that   to  threaten  this  House  with 
anything  like  awe  from  that  House  is  simply  non- 
sense.    My  friends  on  the  GK>vernment  benches 
are  not  such  fools  as  to  do  that.    If  they  were, 
those  honorable  gentlemen  would  not  be  such 
fools  as  to  be  awed.    It  is  a  mere  pretence  on 
the  part  of  those  honorable  gentlemen,  who  are 
simply  drawing  a  red  herring  across  the  trail ; 
but  it  will  not  do.    A  curious  incident  occurred 
to-night — I  was  very  much  struck  with  it.     It 
waa  the  unbounded  glee  with  which  those  honor- 
able gentleman  saw  an  honorable  member  leave 
those  benches  and  go  off  to  these  back  benches. 
No  doubt  we  shall  hear  something  about  it  in  the 
papers.     As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  think  that 
this  party  is  well  rid  of  those  who  do  not  under- 
stand Liberalism  ;  and  I  think  he  will  be  a  man 
with  a  considerable  amount  of  faith  who  can  say 
that  the  Maori  members  of  this  House  understand 
the  questions  that  are  contained  in  these  Bills. 
I  think,  therefore,  Sir,  that  honorable  members, 
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both  Europeans  and  Maoris,  who  do  not  under- 
stand liberal  measures,  and  cannot  discuss  them, 
and  cannot  comprehend  them  when  they  are 
placed  before  them,  are  better  relegated  to  that 
side  of  the  House ;  and  I,  for  my  part,  would  be 
glad  to  see  any  man  not  a  real  Liberal  eo  over 
to  them,  and  then  we  shall  know  exactly  now  we 
stand.  I  shall  not  be  afraid  of  being  in  a  minority 
for  a  time.  I  have  been  too  well  used  to  it  to  be 
afraid  of  being  in  a  minority.  I  hope  honorable 
members  will  take  into  consideration  the  sugges- 
tion I  have  made — that  the  CK>vemment,  instead 
of  being  obstructed,  should  get  leaye  to  go  on 
with  the  business  until  we  get  to  the  natural  con- 
clusion of  it  with  the  vote  of  want  of  confidence, 
if  that  be  the  wish  of  the  House,  or  of  thanks,  if 
that  be  the  wish  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— As  a  new  member  of  the 
House,  I  am  impelled  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject  under  consideration,  in  consequence  of 
the  iteration  and  reiteration  of  what  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  false  issue.  I  always  listen  with 
the  greatest  attention  to  what  is  said  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell,  and  I 
should  certainly  listen  to  him  with  greater  plea- 
sure if  his  knowledge  were  not  so  enoyclopasdic 
and  his  accuracy  so  painful.  I  am  not  gomg  to 
follow  the  honorable  member  in  everything  he 
said.  He  has  referred  to  the  changes  that  nave 
taken  place  in  the  opinions  of  honorable  members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and  Mansard  has 
been  ransacked  for  proofs.  I  do  not  care  two- 
pence for  that.  Hansard^  as  Lord  Beaconsfield 
said,  is  the  mere  "Dunciad"  of  politics,  and 
nothing  more ;  and  the  honorable  member  can- 
not forget  that  Mr.  Gladstone,  one  of  the  most 
eminent  statesmen  we  ever  had,  and  one  of  the 
highest  character  England  ever  produced,  began 
his  political  career  by  writing  a  book  in  advocacy 
of  the  union  of  Church  and  State,  but  disesta- 
blished the  Irish  Church  ;  and  I  hope  he  will 
live  to  disestablish  one  or  two  more  before  he 
dies.  Now,  about  these  80,000  acres  in  the 
famous  territory  of  Cheviot.  I  think  the  ex- 
planation given  by  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey)  was  perfectly  satisfactory. 
The  explanation  is  this :  He  reduced  the  price  of 
the  land  in  the  hope  that  the  land  would  be 
bought  by  working-men  —  by  ordinary  farming 
men — in  small  quantities  —  that  they  would  be 
able  to  buy  it  at  a  small  price  ;  not  dreaming 
that  some  speculator  would  drop  in  and  buy  it  alL 
The  great  evil  we  shall  have  to  contend  against  in 
this  matter  will  be  land-sharks  coming  and  en- 
deavouring to  upset  the  best  laws  we  may  make, 
either  by  dummies  or  by  some  miserable  arrange- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  getting  land.  That 
is  the  thing  which  this  House  must  set  itself 
against.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  80,000 
acres  referred  to  by  the  last  speaker.  If  any 
member  of  the  late  GK>vemment  has  been  aid- 
ing any  individual  in  getting  30,000  acres  of 
land,  I  say  he  has  my  thorough  condemnation, 
whoever  he  is;  but  I  understand  that  these 
30,000  acres  are  not  the  property  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  all — that  it  does  not  belong  to  the  Crown 
at  all,  but  is  the  property  of  the  Natives,  and  is 
being  surveyed  for  these  Natives  in  oidier  that 
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Europeans,  one  or  more,  may  step  in  as  a  sort 
of  interim  or  temporary  possessors  of  this  land, 
so  that  tlie  benefits  of  civilization  may,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  penetrate  into  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. That  is  my  impression  of  that  matter.  Of 
course  times  arise  of  expediency ;  and  statesman- 
ship is,  in  many  respects,  a  matter  of  expediency, 
and  must  be  determined  by  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  But  what  I  rose  to  say 
is  this  :  that  this  discussion  at  present  seems  to 
me  to  be  beside  the  point.  I  hare  no  strong 
feeling  at  all,  as  some  honorable  members  may 
have,  against  those  gentlemen  now  occupying  the 
Government  benches.  Although  I  have  not  the 
honor  of  their  personal  acquaintance,  I  may  say 
that  I  have  a  great  respect  for  them,  and,  under 
many  circumstances,  would  be  delighted  to  see 
them  where  they  are.  But  the  question  before 
the  House  is  one  of  very  ^eat  constitutional 
importance,  and  it  is  impossible,  I  find  now,  to 
get  one  individual  to  put  himself  in  the  place  of 
another.  I  find  the  gentlemen  on  that  side  of 
the  House  getting  up  one  by  one  and  saying, 
"  Let  the  business  of  the  House  go  on,"  and 
they  will  not  see,  as  we  see,  that  it  is  they  them- 
selves who  are  obstructing  business.  The  pro- 
position made  to  them  is  this  :  "  You  have  not 
the  confidence  of  this  House.  Put  it  to  the  test, 
and  settle  it."  I  am  astonished  at  the  course 
pursued  by  the  honorable  gentlemen.  They  can- 
not be  seeking  to  cling  to  those  seats  for  the  sake 
of  office  itself.  This  test  is  put  before  them,  and 
I  should  suppose  that  they  would  have  responded 
with  alacrity,  and  would  have  taken  up  the  words 
of  Montrose, — 

He  either  fears  his  fate  too  much, 

Or  his  desert  is  small, 
Who  dares  not  put  it  to  the  touch, 

And  win  or  lose  it  all. 

As  the  honorable  member  for  Christehurch  City 
(Mr.  Andrews)  said,  they  gained  their  present 
position  by  a  catch  vote,  or  a  scratch  vote :  at  all 
events,  it  was  by  the  vote  of  one  member  over 
and  above  the  votes  of  the  members  on  the  other 
side. 

An  Hon.  Mbitber. — Two. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— One.  It  was  one  mem- 
ber. I  regret  somewhat  that  that  vote  shotdd 
have  been  given  by  my  honorable  colleague  the 
member  for  Wellington  City,  who,  as  I  under- 
stand, promised  that  he  would  support  the  Go- 
vernment. He  shares  in  the  prejudice  that  exists 
against  the  honorable  member  for  Christehurch 
City  (Sir  G.  Grey)  ;  he  shares  in  feeling  with 
the  sheep-folks  and  tlie  big  folks,  and  he  followed 
them  into  the  lobby  in  order  that  the  honorable 
member  might  be  driven  from  power :  but  he 
has  now  an  opportunity  of  retrieving  his  mis- 
take, as  the  late  Premier  has  retired  from  the 
position  of  leader,  and  he  can  now  give  a  vote  to 

})ut  in  a  Liberal  Gk>vemment  which  is  acknow- 
edged  to  have  a  majority  in  this  House.  That 
is  the  allegation  before  the  House — that  this  Go- 
vernment has  not  its  confidence;  and  the  Oppo- 
sition go  further  and  say,  "  Put  it  to  the  test. 
If  you  have  the  confidence  of  this  House  by 
so  much  as  the  single  vote  you  had  before,  the 
Opposition  will  itself  submit  loyally  to  that  de- 
Mr.  Hutchison 


cision,  and  will  work  with  you  and  carry  out  all 
the  practical  measures  of  reform."  For  myself, 
I  will  not  say  a  word  of  opposition  daring  the 
whole  of  this  session  if  it  is  so  decided  ;  but,  if  it 
is  otherwise,  why  not  retire  and  let  the  business 
of  the  country  go  on  ?  Now,  Sir,  we  have  been 
treated  to  a  great  deal  of  constitutional  law. 
What  I  say  is  this — I  may  be  wrong,  but  my  idea 
of  it  is  this :  that  the  majority  of  this  House  is 
above  any  precedent  whatever.  This  is  the  su- 
preme Judicature,  and  we  must  be  governed  by 
the  decisions  of  this  House.  Wo  have  had  a 
great  many  constitutional  doctrines  brought  under 
our  notice,  and  honorable  members  have  gcA> 
up  one  after  another:  A  has  told  us  one  doc- 
trine, and  B  has  followed  him  with  s  perfectly 
antagonistic  doctrine,  and  that  is  foUoweid  with  a 
third,  diiTering  altogether  from  the  other  two ; 
and  the  whole  of  these  doctrines  have  been  enun- 
ciated with  a  solemnity  that  would  have  become 
a  conclave  of  Daniels  come  to  judgment.  I  have 
a  great  respect  for  constitutional  law  ;  but  there 
must  be  much  mobiUty  in  all  constitutional  law, 
because  it  is  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  it  is  the 
lesson  of  history,  that  freedom  is  broadened  down 
from  precedent  to  precedent,  and  we  have  to  mo- 
dify precedent  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  so  that,  whenever  a  precedent  fails 
to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  majority  of 
the  Legislature,  we  require  to  make  some  new 
precedents.  If  we  are  to  continue  to  go  on  in 
the  old  ruts,  there  is  no  progress  to  be  made. 
We  have  been  told  of  a  constitutional  doctrine 
which  decided  in  this  way :  We  were  told  that 
the  Premier,  having  carried  a  vote  of  no-con- 
fidence in  the  late  Government,  by  the  very 
same  vote  had  carried  a  vote  of  confidence  in  the 
gentlemen  now  on  those  benches.  That  is  to  say, 
by  voting  against  the  known,  we  also  voted  for 
the  unknown.  Supposing  the  Premier,  instead 
of  "  all  the  talents,"  had  put  upon  those  benches 
all  the  dunces  of  the  Conservative  party — but  per- 
haps I  should  not  speak  of  dunces ;  therefore  let 
mo  say  all  the  Ishmaelites,  or  all  the  Philistines — 
would  it  follow  in  that  case  that  his  vote  of  con- 
fidence in  those  gentlemen  would  have  been  esta- 
blished ?  I  think  not ;  common  sense  revolts 
against  it.  Let  me  put  it  in  another  way. 
When  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  goes  over 
to  the  Government  benches  —  as  he  will  do 
in  a  day  or  two,  I  hope  —  is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed that  I  am  pledged  to  approve  or  sup- 
port the  gentlemen  he  may  appoint  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  them, 
and  I  am  not  going  to  promise  them  a  blind  sup- 
port. There  was  a  more  dangerous  doctrine 
cropping  up  all  the  time,  and  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Grey  and  Bell  has  given  us  once  more 
— that  these  gentlemen,  having  obtained  a  com- 
mission from  the  Governor  to  sit  on  these  benches, 
may  sit  upon  them  until  they  choose  to  leave 
them.  I  protest  against  that  doctrine.  They  are 
not  the  Government  of  this  House ;  they  are  the 
Government  of  His  Excellency.  And  when  I  say 
that,  I  wish  to  say  something  more.  We  have 
heard  a  great  deal  on  this  point  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon.  He  got  very  excited,  not  only 
to-night,  but  on  the  previous  sitting-day,  and 
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told  us  that  we  were  dragging  the  Crown  on  the 
floor  of  this  House,  dragging  the  Crown  through 
the  mud,  and  so  on.  VVhj,  the  Crown — if  you 
choose  to  call  it  the  Crown — the  QoTernor  is  not 
the  Crown,  and  this  House  is  not  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  Governor  is  not  the  Crown  ;  and 
the  Governor  is  responsible  for  a  great  many  of 
his  actions,  although  the  honorable  member  for 
Avon  is  perfectlj  willing  to  father  them  all.  I 
say  the  Governor  was  never  dragged  through  the 
mud  BO  much  as  he  was  t^)-night  by  the  Premier. 
They  say  they  will  hold  those  benches  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  majority  of  this  House  —  because  I 
assume  that  there  is  a  majority  against  them  ; 
and,  if  they  say  there  is  not,  let  them  put  it  to 
the  test  and  settle  it  at  once.  I  am  bounds  seeing 
that  they  will  not  put  it  to  the  test,  to  assume 
that  there  is  a  majority  against  them.  I  say  that, 
with  a  majority  against  them,  they  told  us  they 
would  hold  their  seats,  first,  until  there  had  been 
a  Statement  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  Well, 
we  got  that  Statement,  and  it  did  not  alarm  us 
after  all.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  was  there,  and 
he  spoke  about  finance,  and  rolled  the  word 
"  finance  "  under  his  tongue  as  if  it  were  a  sweet 
morsel,  and  it  seemed  to  give  him  as  much 
comfort  as  the  word  **  Mesopotamia "  gave  the 
old  lady  of  whom  we  have  heard.  He  gave  us  a 
large  number  of  figures,  and  verified  the  saying 
that "  figxiresjlike  soldiers,  will  face  any  way."  The 
fact  is,  his  figures  pi'oved  two  things  to  us.  They 
proved,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  tliat  I  he  late  Govern- 
ment were  rather  too  extravagant — and  for  that 
they  have  to  be  condemned — and  they  proved  in 
the  second  place  that  the  revenue  had  fallen  off 
very  greatly,  which  might  have  been  expected, 
because  we  have  had  hard  times,  and  people 
have  not  been  able  to  buy  land,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  land  sales  have  fallen  off  very  much, 
and  there  was  a  great  mistake  in  the  calculation 
regarding  that.  But  the  whole  secret  of  this 
finance,  as  far  as  it  came  out,  was  simply  this : 
that  we  require  to  have  a  sweeping  reduction  in 
tlie  whole  of  our  expenditure  from  top  to  bottotn. 
We  require  economy,  in  fact ;  and  the  whole 
secret  of  success  in  regard  to  finance  is  simply 
economy.  AU  the  talk  about  finance,  and  some 
wonderful  thing  being  done  by  the  present  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  is  so  much  moonshine.  He  has 
paid  very  great  attention  to  figures,  and  I  have  a 
great  respect  for  the  way  in  which  he  manipulates 
them  ;  but  I  must  tell  him  in  all  frankness  that 
there  are  a  couple  of  dozen  or  more  gentlemen  in 
this.House  who  can  manage  finance  as  well  as  he 
can.  It  is  the  greatest  mistake  in  the  word  to 
suppose  that  he  is  a  heaven-born  financier  and 
knows  more  of  the  subject  than  other  gentlemen. 
Then  we  were  told  to  wait  until  we  Imd  got  the 
Native  Statement.  AVell,  we  have  got  that,  and 
that  too  has  not  contained  any  very  startling 
revelations.  It  has  shown  us  this,  certainly : 
that  the  department  has  been  managed  in  a  very 
loose  and  lax  way,  and  a  mode  of  administration 
adopted  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue. But  it  has  proved  this  :  tliat  the  whole  sys- 
tem is  radically  wrong,  that  any  person  connected 
with  its  administration  will  in  a  very  short  time 
get  radically  wrong  too,  and  that  the  remedy  is 


to  get  the  whole  system  swept  away  as  soon  as 
possible.  That  cannot  be  done  at  once ;  it  can 
only  be  done  gradually.  But  the  more  speedily 
and  surely  it  is  done  away  with  the  better.  We 
shall  never  enjoy  peace  and  comfort  until  we  bo 
"just,  and  fear  not,"  with  the  Native  race.  Well, 
we  got  the  Native  Statement,  and  now  we  are  told 
that  we  are  to  wait  until  the  Government  carry 
their  measures.  That  seems  rather  a  long  time, 
I  must  say.  I  come  back,  therefore,  to  this  point 
— if  I  miglit  be  allowed  to  refer  to  a  statement 
often  made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti,  in  those  dulcet  tones  with  which  he  so 
frequently  charms  this  House.  The  honorable 
gentleman  tells  us  that  some  fearful  discoveries 
are  to  be  made,  and  he  gives  us  to  understand  that 
he  could  "a  tale  unfold"  that  would  be  some- 
thing dreadful ;  but  I  am  convinced  of  this :  I 
do  not  say  it  would  be  a  tale  told  by  any  one  of 
the  particular  class  of  unfortunates  referred  to  by 
^lacbeth  ;  but  the  tale  itself  would  partake  of 
the  character  of  that  told  by  his  unfortunate — 
as,  "  full  of  sound  and  fury,  signifying  nothing." 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  talked  about  the 
"  Hinemoa" — until  I  suppose  every  member  of  the 
House  is  tired  of  the  subject ;  and  he  has  moved 
for  all  sorts  of  returns — and  much  good  may  they 
do  him  when  he  gets  them.  There  was  a  steamer 
which  belonged  to  the  Government,  and  which 
was  at  one  time  in  charge  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber when  he  held  the  high  and  responsible  office 
of  Commissioner  of  Customs.  Well,  it  was  a  very 
nice  thing,  on  Saturday  afternoons,  to  see  the 
big-wigs  of  Wellington  going  on  excursions  in 
the  •*  Luna,"  under  the  guidance  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Customs ;  but  I  think  he  might  have 
given  a  chance  to  the  poor  working-men.  I  come 
back  to  the  one  point,  and  it  is  what  really  hardens 
me  on  this  whole  question.  The  honorable 
gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  are  anxious 
that  the  business  of  the  country  sltould  go  on, 
but  will  set  themselves  determinedly  against  what 
1  believe  to  be  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  this 
House — against  those  honorable  gentlemen  per- 
sisting in  occupying  the  Government  benches 
without  having  a  majority  in  this  House.  I  my- 
self believe  that  that  is  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of 
this  House.  This  House  is  the  representation 
of  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and  the  majority 
of  the  representatives  ought  to  rule;  and  any 
interference — I  do  not  care  if  it  come  from  His 
Excellency  or  any  other  person — with  the  rights 
of  a  majority  of 'this  House  ought  not  to  be 
tolerated.  England  is  said  to  be  the  mother 
of  Parliaments ;  and  our  forefathers  did  not 
contend  against  kings,  and  did  not  win  parlia- 
mentary freedom  and  parliamentary  rights  for 
us,  that  we  should  barter  them  away  at  this  far 
end  of  the  world  in  order  to  maintain  class  and 
caste  against  popular  rights.  I  say  we  ought  to 
have  this  matter  settled.  If  the  Government 
have  a  majority  in  this  House,  then  they  shall 
have  the  whole  of  us  with  them ;  and,  if  they 
have  not  a  majority,  they  ought  not  to  get  up 
and  tell  us  we  are  obstructing  the  business,  and 
they  ought  not  to  pretend  to  proceed  with  these 
measures,  because  they  know  perfectly  well  they 
cannot  go  on.     And  to  tell  us  that  we  shall 
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probably  Bacrifioe  these  measures !  Why,  there  is 
not  a  person  w)io  knows  me  but  is  aware  that 
I  am  in  favour  of  triennial  Parliaments  and 
in  favour  of  all  these  liberal  reforms ;  and  I  shall 
go  into  the  lobby  with  the  most  perfect  com- 
fort, knowing  that  nobody  will  misunderstand  the 
vote  I  shall  give.  Therefore  I  do  say  that  we 
ought  not  to  waste  any  more  time.  I  repeat 
exactly  the  words,  as  nearly  as  I  can,  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Grey  and  Bell :  Let  us  not 
obstruct  business  any  lonser ;  for  it  is  on  that 
side  the  obstruction  is.  How  easy  it  is  to  have 
it  settled!  Let  it  be  settled  ;  and  let  us  get  on 
with  the  work. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  cannot  allow  this  debate 
to  close  in  this  manner.  I  am  not  going  to  allude 
to  any  of  the  speeches  which  have  been  delivered 
this  evening,  but  to  a  remark  which  was  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  in 
reference  to  a  member  of  this  House  who,  I 
think,  was  the  last  man  to  whom  such  a  terra 
should  be  applied  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
used.  I  allude  to  the  Native  wlio  walked  from 
the  Qto\ trnment  benches  to-night,  Mr.  Tomoana. 
That  honorable  member  is  not  to  be  compared 
with  men  who,  after  having  eaten  your  salt  and 
wormed  themselves  into  your  confidence,  have 
abused  you  before  the  House,  and  have  betrayed 
those  by  whom  they  have  been  trusted.  He  is 
not  to  be  treated  like  such  men.  He  got  up 
manfully  in  the  House  and  stated  fairly  and 
honestly  his  reasons  why  he  could  not  remain  in 
the  Ministry.  He  accused  none  of  thetn  of  any 
fault.  He  simply  stated  the  reasons  which  pre- 
vented him  from  remaining  with  the  Govern- 
ment, and  stepped  down  from  his  seat  like  a  chief, 
as  ho  is,  and  walked  to  the  seat  which  he  now 
occupies.  I  regret  very  much  that  a  gentleman 
holding  the  high  position  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Grey  and  Bell  does  should  have 
applied  a  term  in  the  manner  in  which  he  did. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— Perhaps  the  honorable 

fentleman  would  mention  the  term  which  he  sa^-s 
apphed  to  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  TURNBULL— I  will  not  disgrace  my- 
self by  doing  so. 

CJolonel  TRIMBLE.— I  submit,  Sir,  that  I  did 
not  use  any  term  towards  the  honorable  gentle- 
man which  was  at  all  disgraceful. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— It  was  so  closely  applied 
that  any  one  with  any  understanding  would  know 
it.  I  regret  very  much  that  it  should  have  been 
applied.  The  honorable  gentleman  stepped  down 
like  a  chief,  and  all  I  wish  to  say  is,  that  I  think 
the  honorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches  should 
follow  his  example.  Do  not  let  Ihero  bo  put  to 
shame  in  that  manner.  Last  session  or  the  ses- 
sion before  I  defended  a  vote  which  I  gave,  and 
it  was  an  accusation  raised  against  mc  when  I 
again  stood  for  a  seat  in  this  House.  I  defended 
the  vote  I  gave,  on  the  ground  that  the  Maoris  are 
entitled  to  much  greater  privileges  than  we  are, 
and  I  am  more  convinced  to-night  that  I  was 
right  by  the  difference  in  the  conduct  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District 
and  the  conduct  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
remain  on  those  benches. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.  — I  ask  the  honorable 
Mr.  Hutchison 


gentleman  to  state  the  words  I  used.  I  deny  that 
I  applied  any  disgraceful  words  to  the  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  force  the  honorable 
member  to  repeat  words  used  by  any  other  honor- 
able member.  It  will  perhaps  be  sufficient  if  you 
state  to  the  House  that  you  did  not  make  use 
of  any  words  that  could  convey  the  impression 
attributed  to  your  language. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  say  again,  Sir,  that  I 
regret  exceedingly  that  those  honorable  members 
opposite  did  not  follow  the  example  of  their  late 
colleague,  who,  I  expect,  felt  more  than  he  ex- 
pressed. He  no  doubt  felt  that  as  a  man  he  was 
not  going  to  sit  there  to  be  taunted  witli  not 
daring  to  come  out  to  fight.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  was  the  feeling  in  his  mind — that  he  could 
not  sit  there  and  be  taunted  as  a  coward.  I  am  not 
going  to  enter  into  the  question  to-night,  because 
1  suppose  that  for  some  nights,  or  probably  some 
weeks  longer,  we  shall  hare  this  performance  con- 
tinued. I  f-imply  rose  to  commend  to  t!ie  Go- 
vernment the  example  which  has  been  set  them 
to-night  by  the  Native  chief. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  think  it  is  time  this  came  to  an 
end,  and  I  propose  that  we  remain  here  until  it 
does  come  to  an  end.  I,  for  my  part,  am  quite 
prepared  to  do  so.  I  feel  confident  that  we  are 
lowering  the  whole  Parliament  in  the  eyes  of  the 
country  by  our  proceedings,  and  that  it  will  not 
be  long  before  the  conduct  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  left  the  Government  to-day  creates  an 
impression  on  the  minds  of  the  remaining  mem- 
bers. If  we  keep  them  here  so  that  the  impres- 
sion will  not  be  worn  off,  they  will  follow  i\\t 
example  of  their  late  colleague  —  we  shall  see 
them  all  gradually  leave  those  benches.  The 
thickness  of  cuticle  which  those  honorable  gentle- 
men have  displayed  throughout  this  debate  i« 
something  astounding.  When  they  took  their 
seats  on  those  benches  I  thought  to  myself. 
"  Now  we  shall  see  something  of  the  chivalry  of 
debate.  These  are  the  Bayards,  not  the  die- 
hards,  of  Parliament.  These  are  the  gentlemen 
who  hold  themselves  up  as  models  of  constitu- 
tional deportment.  The^e  ai-e  the  gentlemen 
who  will  teach  us  how  to  pule."  But  what  do 
we  see  ?  We  see  them  sitting  there  supporte  I 
by  honorable  members  who  tell  us,  one  after  the 
other,  that  we  are  obstructing  the  business,  and 
that  they  cannot  get  on.  Sir,  it  is  notoriously 
the  reversL*.  But  1  will  not  discuss  the  subjtrt 
further,  as  I  am  just  told  it  is  the  wish  of  boiU 
sides  that  we  should  como  to  a  division. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  am  sure  there  are  minv 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  who  feel 
very  sadly  the  position  they  arc  in.  I  am  surf 
the  honorable  member  for  Akoroa  must  feel 
ashamed  of  the  position  he  is  in.  He  certainly 
looks  a  model  of  decorum ;  hut  he  is  lending  bim- 
sclf  to  make  this  House  a  discredit  to  the  country. 
I  call  upon  these  honorable  gentlemen  to  vole 
with  us.  They  have  said  they  have  nothing  lo 
object  to  in  the  members  on  these  benches,  llifj 
say  they  agree  with  the  Government,  and  the 
[  only  thing  they  disagree  with  is  its  staying  on 
these  benches  in  a  minority ;  but,  if  they  would 
I  act  in  accordance  with  their  statementj,  the  Go- 
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Temment  would  not  be  in  a  minority.  There 
will  be  a  good  majority  if  they  will  yote  for  us. 
I  tell  honorable  members  that  there  will  be  a 
majority,  and  a  good  majority,  before  we  are  done 
with  these  benches.  We  are  going  to  hold  to 
these  benches  because  of  the  unconstitutional 
course  adopted  by  the  other  side.  All  constitu- 
tional precedent  demands  that  we  should  have  a 
trial,  that  we  should  bo  heard,  that  our  measures 
should  be  discussed,  and  that  wo  should  show  the 
countiT  the  position  in  which  we  are  placed. 
Now,  1  ask  the  House  to  consider  the  position  of 
the  Qovemment.  We  have  already  disclosed  a 
state  of  things  which  the  country  is  fast  waking 
to,  if  this  House  is  not.  The  administration  of 
the  past  two  years  has  been  such  as  to  reflect  the 
highest  discredit  upon  those  who  have  had  the 
management  of  it.  Then,  again,  we  do  not  know 
who  is  tho  leader  of  the  party  that  is  trying  to 
take  these  benches  by  storm.  We  find  two  or 
three  of  those  members  getting  up  and  saying 
distinctly  that  those  gentlemen  who  have  been 
condemned  in  the  most  emphatic  terms  for  their 
past  administration  are  to  be  put  back  on  these 
benches.  I  say  that  we  are  bound  to  stand  by 
my  honorable  friend  the  Premier,  who  turned 
those  gentlemen  off  these  benches,  and  say  that 
those  men  who  have  so  grossly  mismanaged  the 
affairs  of  the  country  shall  not  come  back.  I 
want  to  know  what  we  are  going  to  have.  Is 
Sir  George  Grey  to  be  again  placed  on  these 
benches?  Let  there  be  no  mistake  about  the 
matter.  Tliere  is  no  member  of  this  House  who 
has  such  a  following  as  Sir  George  Groy  has.  He 
will  be  on  these  benches  as  surely  as  I  stand 
here,  and  I  warn  honorable  members  who  preach 
strongly  on  that  subject  to  take  care  of  what  they 
are  doiug.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  Sir  George  Grey 
on  these  benches.  We  have  had  enough  of  Sir 
George  Grey,  and  we  have  had  enough  of  those 
honorable  members  who  have  been  there  during 
the  past  two  years :  they  have  sickened  the  people. 
It  amused  me  to  hear  tho  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  talk  of  members  on 
these  benches  going  back  to  the  obscurity  from 
whence  they  came.  What  position  is  that  honor- 
able member  in,  that  he  should  talk  of  honorable 
members  on  these  benches  in  that  way  ?  Where 
did  he  come  from  ?  I  say  that  it  is  a  very  ssd 
reflection  that  the  House,  having  on  two  occasions 
pronounced  its  judgment  on  the  maladministra- 
tion of  the  past,  should  now  quietly  be  content 
to  submit  to  the  return  to  these  benches  of  the 
lionorable  member  for  the  Thames.  The  country 
is  watching  us  at  the  present  time  with  a  feeling 
of  disgust,  to  think  that  we  should  so  far  stultify 
oursrlve^  as  to  undo  what  we  have  deliberately 
done.  Sir,  the  colony  from  end  to  end  must  be 
thoroughly  dissatisfied  with  the  administration  of 
the  past.  Tne  only  desire  of  those  gentlemen  is 
to  return  to  ofllce,  and  I  say  that  in  the  history 
of  I  his  colony  there  was  never  such  a  state  of 
maladministration  as  during  the  time  of  their 
gOTcrnment.  The  public  could  not  get  its  business 
done.  The  country  has  had  enough  of  wretched 
buncombe  cries.  What  it  wants  is  administration. 
It  wants  roads  and  bridges.  It  wants  schools.  It 
does  not  want  men  who  merely  devote  their  time 


to  concocting  memorandummiads  to  lead  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  colony  into  traps.  It  does  not  want 
elaborate  theories  for  forming  Liberal  Associa- 
tions throughout  the  colony.  What  it  wants  is 
good  administration.  When  the  people  think  of 
what  is  happening  in  our  lunatic  asylums  and 
in  our  gaols,  and  when  they  think  of  the  unfor- 
tunates of  the  country  who  are  lying  sweltering 
in  dens  that  are  unfit  for  pigs,  what  will  they  say 
when  they  see  men  in  high  positions  sitting  with 
a  sort  of  ghoul-like  leer,  rejoicing  over  temporary 
poUtical  triumphs,  while  their  fellow«men  are 
being  utterly  neglected  ?  When  we  think  of  the 
things  that  have  happened — when  we  think  how 
the  country  rang  from  one  end  to  the  other  with 
the  wail  that  arose  from  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  men  who  lost  their  lives  at  the  Kaitangata 
disaster — when  we  find  from  the  papers  in  this 
House  that  that  disaster  was  simply  and  solely  in 
consequence  of  the  gross  administrative  neglect 
of  the  late  Ministry 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Shame. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON.  — When  wo  know  that  a 
distinct  warning  was  given  weeks  before,  as  is 
shown  by  the  papers  on  record  in  this  House, 
that  there  would  bo  an  explosion  unless  steps 
were  taken  to  prevent  it,  I  say  that  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  ought  to  cry  "Shame,'*  and  cry 
*'  Shame  "  again.  I  am  not  going  to  talk  against 
time — I  hope  the  House  will  not  submit  to  that. 
I  hope  we  are  not  come  to  those  degrading  tactics 
that  are  threatened  to  be  brought  against  us  at 
tho  present  time. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  think  it  is  Tcry  much 
to  be  regretted  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
shoiUd  have  lost  his  temper.  It  is  very  clear 
that,  although  we  are  now  discussing  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  we  are  in  reality  discussing 
tho  no-confidence  motion,  and  the  sooner  we 
come  to  a  division  the  better.  I  hope  there  will 
be  no  more  talk,  but  that  we  shall  come  to  a 
division  at  once. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Before  we  come  to  a  division 
I  should  like  to  say  something  in  reply  to  the 
attack  which  has  been  made  upon  myself.  I 
merely  wish  to  say  that  anything  I  did  in  tho 
way  of  giving  entertainments  I  paid  for  out  of 
u»y  own  pocket.  The  expense  did  not  come  out 
of  the  public  purse,  as  it  does  in  the  cave  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen.  I  put  my  hand  in  my  own 
pocket  and  pay  for  every  entertainment  I  give. 
JTormerly  tlio  Premier  had  £500  added  to  his 
salary  for  the  j)Ufpo8e  of  giving  these  entertain- 
ments, and  the  late  Premier  pocketed  it,  and  gave 
no  entertainments.  I  can  also  say  that  when  I 
was  in  the  Government  no  poor  person  ever  came 
to  me  and  asked  for  relief  without  gett  ing  it : 
I  should  like  to  know  how  much  has  been  done 
in  that  way  by  the  late  Ministry.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Wellington  (Mr.  Hutchison)  said 
I  stated  I  was  going  to  expose  some  great  scan- 
dals. I  do  not  witfh  to  go  into  these  matters, 
because  it  is  not  to  the  advantage  of  the  House ; 
but  do  not  all  members  of  the  House  know  that 
these  things  have  been  going  on?  He  must 
know  that  when  a  Committee  was  asked  for,  to 
inquire  into  the  Native  expenditure,  and  par- 
ticularly into  the    land    purchase   expenditure, 
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those  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  dared  not 
allow  that  Committee  to  be  appointed.  There 
are,  besides,  matters  connected  with  the  public 
works  tliat  require  looking  into.  I  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works  the 
other  day,  as  to  whether  he  cliarged  the  rails  he 
was  lajing  down  to  maintenance  or  to  construc- 
tion. He  declared  thej  were  put  down  to  main- 
tenance ;  but  now,  when  we  look  into  the  matter, 
wo  find  that  they  are  mostly  put  down  to  con- 
struction. That  in  itself  is  a  most  serious  matter, 
for  it  is  a  matter  of  whether  the  railways  hare  or 
hare  not  been  pajing  what  they  hare  been  said 
to  be  paying.  If  tliey  will  consent  that  a  Com- 
mittee shall  be  appointed  to  classify  that  and 
the  Native  expenditure,  and  search  into  all  these 
things,  I  venture  to  say  that  there  will  be  disclo- 
sures sufficient  to  prevent  some  of  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  getting  back  on  the  Treasury 
benches  again.  I  do  not  make  these  statements 
hurriedly,  and  I  say  that  tliey  are  true.  I  do  not 
mind  the  honorable  member  attacking  me  as  he 
did,  but  I  defy  him  or  any  other  person  in  this 
House  to  attack  me  justly  for  any  maladminis- 
tration, or  to  find  any  fault  with  my  public  or 
private  character. 

Mr.  MACAN DREW.— Hear,  hear,  except  in 
making  reckless  statements. 

Mr.  McLEAX.  —  If  I  made  reckless  state- 
ments, why  did  the  honorable  gentleman  stop 
the  appointment  of  that  Committee  to  inquire 
into  them  ?  What  about  this  cab-hire  and  the 
thousands  of  pounds  spent  in  that  reckless  way  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  really  think  the  lionorable 
gentleman  is  introducing  matter  not  relevant  to 
the  present  question. 

Mr.  McLean.  —  I  simply  got  up  to  answer 
the  statements  of  the  honorable  gentleman  when 
he  attacked  myself,  and  I  hare  no  desire  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  further. 

Mr.  HALL. — Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman, 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  or,  at  least,  one 
of  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
leader  of  the  Opposition 

Mr.  MACAN  DREW.— Question. 

Mr.  HALL. — Will  my  honorable  friend  tell 
me  in  what  I  am  going  from  the  question  ?  If  he 
objects  to  the  term  *'  one  of  the  Commissioners," 
I  will  say,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Safety — one 
of  the  Vigilance  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Opposition,  or  the  leader  of  the  dav,  if  that  will 
please  him  better.  That  honorable  gentleman 
said  just  now,  "  Let  us  take  the  division  at  once. 
This  is  the  division  on  the  no-confidence  motion." 
That  is  all  very  fine.  We  have  no  objection  to 
their  taking  a  division,  but  let  it  be  understood 
that  it  is  simply  a  division  as  to  whether  the 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  or  not. 

Hon.  Membees.— Oh,  oh ! 

Mr.  HALL.  —  Honomblo  members  may  cry 
"Oh,  oh!"  but  that  is  all  the  argument  they 
have  got.  I  will  show  them  why  what  I  say  is 
the  fact.  This  afternoon,  when  attempting  to 
speak  on  this  question,  I  proposed  to  go  into 
arguments  bearing  upon  the  question  of  con- 
fidence or  no-confidence — arguments  of  which  a 
great  number  ought  to  be  heard  by  this  House 
Mr.  McLean 


before  deciding  that  question.  Then  you.  Sir, 
stopped  me,  very  properly,  and  I  desisted,  and 
those  arguments  remain  unused  by  myself  and 
others  who  wish  to  address  the  House  on  this 
subject.  It  is,  therefore,  too  piuch  to  ask  the 
House  to  come  to  a  division  to-night  upon  con- 
fidence or  no-confideuce  before  the  question  has 
been  debated.  The  Opposition,  during  the  short 
time  they  have  been  in  opposition,  have  made 
many  blunders,  and  have  shown  some  rery  bod 
generalship  ;  but  I  do  not  think  they  ever  made 
a  greater  blunder  than  when  they  asked  us  to 
take  a  division  on  the  no-confidence  motion  upon 
a  question  for  the  adjournment  of  a  debate.  They 
really  seem  to  be  afraid. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Divide. 

Mr.  HALL. — There  is  another  reason,  perhaps, 
why  we  should  not  go  to  a  division  to-night. 
Some  honorable  gentlemen  make  such  extra- 
ordinary noises,  that  we  might  fancy  they  could 
not  now  give  so  clear  a  vote  as  they  would  do  if 
they  recorded  it  at  an  earlier  part  of  the  day.  I 
was  about  to  remark,  when  interrupted  by  those 
extraordinary  exclamations,  that  it  is  utterly  ab- 
surd to  expect  the  House  to  decide  a  question 
of  confidence  or  no-confidence  without  its  being 
debated.  Therefore,  if  there  be  a  division,  let  it 
be  distinctly  understood  that  it  will  be  a  division 
on  the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  and  nothing 
else. 

Mr.  MURRAY.— It  is  quite  possible  that  this 
Bill  may  not  become  law  in  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  Opposition,  and  therefore  I  shall 
express  my  opinions  shortly  with  reference  to 
it  without  going  into  any  extraneous  matter.  I 
am  opposed  to  this  Bill,  and  always  have  been 
opposed  to  it,  and  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
buncombe  in  calUng  it  a  liberal  measure.  Under 
its  provisions  you  would  get  raw  and  inexpe- 
rienced men  into  the  House,  and  the  first  two 
years  would  be  taken  up  by  them  in  learning  the 
business,  while  the  third  would  bo  spent  in  talk- 
ing to  the  outside  public.  As  a  matter  of  im- 
proving the  government  of  the  country,  it  is 
folly ;  and,  as  a  means  of  bringing  poor  men  into 
the  House,  it  will  be  a  failure.  I  would  much 
sooner  see  an  annual  than  a  triennial  ParUament, 
but  1  woidd  be  prepared  to  accept  a  com  promise 
and  make  it  quadrennial.  Under  this  Triennial 
Bill  you  may  just  as  easily  have  nien  sitting  in 
this  House  who  do  not  represent  their  constitu- 
ents as  under  the  present  system.  They  may 
retain  the  confidence  of  their  constituents  for  the 
first  year,  and  moy  then  forfeit  it,  and  yet  they 
can  still  contiuue  to  sit  in  the  House  for  two 
years  longer.  The  provision  1  should  like  to 
make  would  be,  that  on  a  constituency  losing 
confidence  in  its  representative  a  majority  of 
the  electors  should  have  the  power  to  apply  to 
you,  Sir,  by  petition,  and  demand  that  the  seat 
be  declared  vacant,  and  a  new  writ  be  issued.  By 
that  means  no  constituency  would  be  misrepre- 
sented for  more  than  one  year ;  whereas  by  your 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill  you  might  for  twoyears 
have  similar  misrepresentation  to  that  you  have 
at  present.  As  I  am  opposed  to  this  Bill,  I  shall 
feel  it  my  duty  to  support  the  honorable  gentle- 
men opposite  in  getting  rid  of    it,  and  shall 
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not  consider  tlie  diTision  as  one  of  confidence 
or  want  of  confidence  in  the  Government.  I 
am  Tery  glad  to  see  those  honorable  gentlemen 
playing  my  game.  As  other  honorable  members 
bare  been  allowed  to  go  ouUide  the  ordinary 
rules  of  debate  on  tliis  occasion,  I  may  take  the 
opportunity  of  saying  that  there  is  no  member 
of  this  House  more  in  favour  of  liberal  measures 
than  I  am.  I  am  most  strongly  in  favour  of  nn 
extension  of  the  francliise,  and  still  more  of  tlie 
important  question  of  the  redistribution  of  seats 
in  this  House  on  a  better  basi?.  I  shall  be  glad 
if  this  Bill  is  thrown  out,  so  that  a  Quadrennial 
Parliaments  Bill  may  be  introduced. 

Question  put,  "That  the  debate  be  now  ad- 
journed ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         31 

Noes         37 


Majority  against 


6 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Driver, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirat, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 


For. 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  MasoD, 


Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
M>.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wriglit. 
TeUers. 
Captain  Bussell, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 


Noes. 

I  Mr.  McCaughan, 

1  Mr.  Montgomery, 

]  Mr.  Pyke, 

i  Mr.  Beeves, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

'  Tellers. 

\  Mr.  Moss, 

I  Mr.  Speight. 

Paies. 

Against, 
'  Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Dr.  WaUis, 


Mr.  Biohmond, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte. 


Mr.  TumbuU, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  McDonald. 


Adjournment  of  the  debate  negatived,  and  pre- 
vious  question  carried. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  one  o'clock 
a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  22nd  October,  1879. 


Baflwsj  ContracU— Local  Bills. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Pbaybbs. 

RAILWAY  CONTRACTS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  WATER- 
HOUSE,  it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  upon 
the  table  a  return  showing  the  probable  cost  of 
the  various  contracts  entered  into  but  not  yet  com- 
pleted for  the  construction  of  railways  ;  and  also 
the  probable  cost  of  material  ordered  in  connec- 
tion therewith. 

LOCAL  BILLS. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  desired  to  ask 
the  ruling  of  the  Council  with  respect  to  the 
duties  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee.  Honorable 
members  must  be  aware  that  last  year  a  Local 
Bills  Committee  was  appointed,  and,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  some  members  of  the  Council,  went  outside 
the  Standing  Orders  with  reference  to  its  inquiry 
into  Bills  and  the  amending  of  Bills.  As  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  as  the  question 
had  been  raised  as  to  how  far  the  Committee 
might  go,  he  should  like  the  Council  to  give  some 
directions  as  to  how  far  the  Committee  should  go. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  thought  the  honor- 
able member  should  give  notice  of  motion,  so 
that  the  whole  subject  might  be  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Council.  The  Council 
could  not  now  enter  into  a  full  discussion  of  the 
question,  considering  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  brought  up. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  quite  con- 
curred with  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  opposite ;  but  he  was  unable  to 
assent  for  one  moment  to  the  idea  that  any  altera- 
tion was  required  in  the  Standing  Orders.  The 
point  was  one  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Council 
should  be  directed  as  soon  as  possible.  There 
was  this  distinction,  to  which  attention  had  not 
been  drawn  ;  There  was  a  class  of  Bills  which 
were  private  Bills,  in  respect  of  which  the  Ex- 
aminer's certificate  was  all  that  was  necessary  ; 
but  the  Bills  which  went  before  the  Local  Bills 
Committee  were  not  private  Bills  at  all.  They 
were  Bills  such  as  Waterworks  Bills,  Municipal 
Bills,  AthcnsDum  Bills,  School  Bills,  and  a  great 
variety  o£  Bills  dealing  with  social  objects,  atten- 
tion to  which,  under  the  old  provincial  system, 
was  given  by  the  Provincial  Legislatures.  Now, 
these  were  measures  of  absolute  necessity  to  the 
social  welfare  of  the  community,  and  could  only 
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come  before  Parliament  to  be  dealt  with.  But 
it  had  been  the  invariable  practice  in  the  House 
of  Eepresontatiyes,  with  regard  to  these  BilU, 
whether  they  involved  considerationa  of  public 
importance  or  not,  to  pass  them  rapidly  through 
on  private  members*  days ;  and  he  was  sure  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  would  corroborate  him  when 
he  said  that  these  measures  wore  passed  without 
any  sufficient  consideration,  chiefly  because  mem- 
bers knew  that  the  Bills  would  be  properly  in- 
quired into  in  the  Legislative  Council.  In  this  the 
Local  Bills  Committee  had  not  only  done  a  signal 
service,  but  had  stood  in  the  way  of  jobs  and 
objectionable  proposals  being  carried  out,  which 
would  have  slipped  through  easily  but  for  the 
keen  wat-chfulness  displayed  on  these  matters 
by  the  Local  Bills  Committee.  If,  therefore,  the 
Council  wanted  to  make  any  alteration,  it  must 
not  be  in  the  way  of  extending  the  power  given, 
but  of  restricting  it,  as  he  could  not  for  one 
moment  allow  it  to  be  said  that  the  Committee 
had  exceeded  its  duty  in  the  past.  The  Com- 
mittee should  not  only  be  allowed,  but  should  be 
encouraged,  to  make  a  searching  examination  into 
all  local  Bills.  Unless  this  was  done,  the  Com- 
mittee might  as  well  give  up  the  work  altogether, 
and  allow  many  jobs  and  improper  measures  to 
be  passed  in  the  Council  in  the  same  way  as  in 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  Hon.  the 
Speaker's  attention  should  be  called  to  this  mat- 
ter, because  it  would  often  come  before  him  for 

decision.  

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  considered 
that  the  country  had  been  under  great  obligations 
to  the  Committee  in  question,  and  he  had  never 
been  one  to  complain  that  that  body  had  exceeded 
ita  functions.  Nevertheless,  he  thought  that  the 
Standing  Order  under  which  this  Committee  was 
appointed  evei*y  year  might  be  so  amended  as 
to  make  it  clear  what  was  really  required  of  the 
Committee.  The  examination  of  local  Bills  by 
this  Committee  was  a  veiy  useful  and  valuable 
arrangement — an  arrangement  eminently  adapted 
for  facilitating  the  despatch  of  public  business 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  He  had  been  told  by 
good  authorities  that  the  pains  and  trouble  taken 
by  the  Committee  in  examining  these  Bills  was 
beyond  all  praise ;  but,  if  it  was  a  fact  that  the 
wording  of  the  Standing  Order  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  whole  of  the  ground  over  which 
the  Committee  usually  travelled,  then  he  thought 
it  would  be  advisable  that  the  Standing  Orders 
should  be  sent  to  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  being  amended,  for 
every  year  there  had  been  certain  objections  taken 
by  one  or  two  honorable  gentlemen,  who  cx>nceived 
that  the  Committee  had  overstepped  its  functions. 
As  they  did  not  appear  to  have  much  business 
before  them,  he  thought  that  to-morrow  or  next 
day  it  would  be  as  well  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  the  sufficiency  of  the  Standing  Order 
under  which  this  Committee  was  appointed.  It 
was  a  great  advantage  to  the  Council  and  the 
country,  and  a  relief  to  the  Government,  that 
these  Bills  should  be  examined  thoroughly,  espe- 
cially at  times  when  they  had  not  got  one  mo- 
ment to  spare  from  the  rush  of  oidiuary  busi- 
ness. 

Som,  Sir  F,  DUlon  BM 


The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  as 
well  if  notice  were  given.  The  Council  might 
express  its  opinion,  and  then  efiect  could  be  given 
to  it  by  amending  the  Standing  Orders. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  gave  notice  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  three 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OE  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  22nd  October,  1879. 

First  Readings— Second  Readings— Nelson  Naval  Truning 
School  —  HelensviUe-Whangarei  Railway  —  Coaoty 
Council  Endowments— Greymouth  Stoun-Tng— NaUre 
Land  Parcbases— Lawrence-Roxbargh  Railwav— Hoi. 
ere  Natives'  Doctor — Stephen's  Island  LiKhthoose— 
Cab-Hire— Henley  River  Board— Otago  School  Build- 
ings —  Wellington  Orphanage  —  Cromwell  -  Wanaka 
Telegraph— Clyde -Wanaka  Railway  —  Land-Taz  — 
Lower  Hawea  Block— Justices  of  the  Peace  — Raila— 
Oreymouth  Native  Reserve  —  Ohinemori  Outrage— 
Coasting  Trade— Qualification  of  Electors  Bill— Til- 
lage Settlements  Bill— Eden  Tolls— Local  Manufac- 
tures— D.  Climie  and  J.  Gwynneth — ^Wanganni  En- 
dowed Schools  Bill— Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Bill- 
Auckland  Turnpike  BUI — Imprisonment  for  Debt 
Abolition  Bill— Mines  Act  Amendment  Bill— Licens- 
ing Bill.  

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-paat  two 
o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

FIRST  HEADINGS. 

Christchurch  Drill-shed  Bill,  Palmerston-North 
Reserves  Bill,  Timaru  Waterworks  Bill,  Ottgo 
University  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  West  Clive 
Public  Hall  Reserve  Bill,  Hospitals  and  Chari- 
table Institutions  Bill,  Electric  Telegraph  Bill, 
Registration  of  Births  Bill,  Registration  of  Dogt 
BUI. 

SECOND  READINGS. 

Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Oamaru  "Water- 
works Bill,  Mining  Companies  Bill,  Masterton 
and  Grejtown  Lands  Management  Bill,  Bluff  Har- 
bour Foreshore  Endowment  Bill. 

NELSON  NAVAL  TRAINING  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  asked  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Marine  Department,  Whether  the 
Government  will  take  into  their  consideration 
the  desirability  of  establishing  a  Naval  Training 
School  at  Nelson,  somewhat  similar  to  that  esta- 
blished at  Kohimarama  ?  He  would  point  out 
that  the  cost  of  transit  from  the  central  and 
southern  portions  of  the  colonj  would  be  much 
cheaper  to  Nelson  than  to  Auckland,  while  the 
cost  of  food  and  maintenance  of  the  school  gene- 
rally would,  at  all  events,  be  very  small.  The 
climate  of  Nelson,  and  the  general  state  of  health 
in  that  part  of  the  colony,  were  favourable  to  the 
establishment  of  such  a  school.  The  port,  thoagh 
small,  was,  he  thought,  eminently  suitable  for 
the  training  boys  were  snpposed  to  receire  at 
establi^ihments  of  this  kind. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  subject 
was  receiving  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  he  found  that  at  the  present  time  the 
school  in  Auckland  was  not  fulL  No  doubfc  as 
the  colony  grew  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
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Buother  such  school,  and,  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man said,  Nelson  was  yerj  well  suited  for  such  an 
establishment.  He  was  informed,  however,  that 
the  requirements  of  the  colony  were  not  at  pre- 
sent such  as  to  render  the  establishment  of  a 
second  school  necessary.  He  would  make  further 
inquiries  on  the  subject. 

HELENSVILLE-WHANaAREI  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  GEORGE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  a  surrey  of  the  country  between 
Helensville  and  Whangarei  is  now  being  made  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  best  route  for  a 
railway  between  those  two  places ;  if  so,  when 
the  surrey  is  likely  to  be  completed,  and  if  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Qt)vernment  to  place  a  sum 
of  money  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing the  said  railway  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  surrey  of  this 
line  had  been  ordered,  and  would  be  finished  pro- 
bably during  the  ensuing  summer.  A  sum  would 
be  placed  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose. 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  ENDOWMENTS. 

Mr.  SHANES  asked  the  Ooyemment,  If  they 
will  be  prepared  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  grant  en- 
dowments to  County  Councils,  similar  to  those 
which  hare  been  already  allocated  to  Munici- 
palities ? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  this  was  a  broad  ques- 
tion of  policy,  on  which  the  Gh>Ternment  were 
not  at  the  present  time  prepared  to  give  an 
answer.  They  would  take  up  this  question  and 
other  questions  of  policy  when  the  Financial 
Statement  was  submitted. 

GREYMOUTH  STEAM-TUG. 

Mr.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  cause  to  be  placed  on  the 
estimates  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of 
subsidizing  a  tug-boat  for  the  Harbour  of  Grey- 
mouth,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  export  of  coial 
from  that  port?  He  might  suggest  that  the 
subsidizing  of  a  steam-tug  in  connection  with 
Greymouth  would  facilitate  the  export  of  coal 
from  that  place  and  other  fields  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  question  of  the 
best  means  of  developing  the  coal  fields  on  the 
west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island  was  now  oc- 
cupying the  attention  of  the  Government,  and 
the  question  of  subsidizing  a  tug  was  also  being 
considered  in  connection  with  the  subject. 

NATIVE  LAND  PURCHASES. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  the  amounts  re<juired  to  complete  Na- 
tive land  purchases,  mentioned  in  his  Statement 
as  £1,121,000,  are  to  be  considered  as  a  responsi- 
bility for  which  provision  in  full  will  have  to  be 
made  ?  Also,  whether  any  further  liabilities  are 
now  being  incurred  in  respect  of  Native  land 
purchases  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  replied  that,  with  respect  to  the 
first  part  of  the  question,  there  was  no  doubt 
that  agreements  had  been  made,  for  which  the 
Government  was  responsible,  to  complete  those 
land-purchase  transactions.     So  far  the  responsi- 
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bility  on  the  part  of  the  Government  appeared 
to  be  complete.  Many  of  those  purchases  could 
possibly,  by  arrangement,  be  abandoned,  if  the 
House  thought  such  a  course  advisable.  He  would 
point  out,  however,  that  the  cases  in  which  the 
abandonment  was  possible  would  probably  be 
cases  in  which  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  aban- 
don the  purchases.  That  was  to  say,  where  the 
Government  had  made  a  good  bargain  the  pur- 
chase might  be  abandoned  ;  but  where  they  had 
made  a  bad  bargain  probably  the  Natives  would 
hold  the  Government  fully  responsible  for  payment 
of  the  amount  agreed  upon.  Practically  he  would 
say  that  full  responsibility  for  the  amount  rested 
upon  the  colony.  With  respect  to  the  second 
part  of  the  question,  some  little  time  ago  instruc- 
tions were  pretty  generally  given  to  the  agents 
for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands  to  prosecute 
their  operations  with  vigour.  Those  instructions 
were  good  yet,  and  negotiations  were  probably  in 
full  progress,  but  no  actual  liabilities  could  be 
placed  upon  the  colony  without  the  knowledge  of 
Government.  That  was  to  say,  the  agents  could 
not  give  the  Natives  an  amount  of  money  to 
secure  future  purchases  without  the  knowledse 
and  consent  of  the  Government ;  so  that  he  could 
say,  although  these  negotiations  were  going  on, 
further  liabilities  had  not  been  actually  incurred. 

LAWRENCE-ROXBURGH  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  IRELAND  asked  the  Government,  If,  in 
the  event  of  the  five-million  loan  being  obtained, 
they  will  cause  a  survey  of  a  railway  line  from 
Lawrence  to  Ettrick  and  Roxburgh  to  be  made  ?  ; 

Mr.  OLIVER  might  state  that  if,  after  inquiry, 
the  line  indicated  was  found  to  be  worth  the 
trouble  of  survey,  the  Government  would  have 
no  objection  whatever  to  cause  the  survey  to  be 
made. 

HOIERB  NATIVES*  DOCTOR. 

Mr.  TAINUI  asked  the  Native  Minister,  If 
the  Gk>vemment  will  appoint  a  doctor  to  attend 
to  the  Natives  of  Hoiere?  He  might  explain 
that'  there  was  already  a  doctor  there,  who  was 
only  paid  £10  a  year  to  attend  to  the  Natives. 
This  he  considered  was  not  sufficient,  and  he 
had  received  an  application  from  thirty-two  per- 
sons living  in  the  district,  asking  him  to  see 
about  the  appointment,  and  the  payment  of  a 
proper  salary — say,  £50  per  annum.  He  might 
also  state  that  Mr.  Mackay  had  heard,  when  he 
was  in  the  district,  that  the  doctor  oould  not  at- 
tend to  the  Natives,  because  his  salary  was  too 
small,  and  that  after  ten  years'  services  he  had  not 
received  an  increase.  That  was  why  the  Natives 
were  so  very  anxious  in  their  request  that  the 
matter  should  be  attended  to,  and  a  doctor  ap- 
pointed, making  it  worth  his  time  to  attend  to 
their  wants. 

Mr.  BRYCE  replied  he  had  directed  inquiries 
to  be  made  into  this  matter,  both  as  to  the  neces- 
sities of  the  Natives  and  as  to  the  medical  at- 
tendance available.  He  was  not  himself  aware  of 
the  particulars  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  given ;  but  he  had  directed  inquiries  to  be 
made,  and  he  would  be  in  a  position,  when  he 
received  the  results  of  these  inquiries,  to  give  the 
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honorable   gentleman  whatever  infonnation  on 
the  subject  he  required. 

STEPHEN'S  ISLAND  LIGHTHOUSE. 

Mr.  RICHMOND  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  any  steps  have  been  taken  since  June 
last  to  ascertain  if  a  site  for  a  lighthouse  can  be 
found  on  Stephen's  Island ;  and,  if  a  site  cannot  be 
found,  whether  they  intend  to  erect  a  lighthouse 
on  the  Island  of  Kapiti,  and  when  the  work  will 
bo  commenced  ?  In  asking  the  question,  he 
had  only  to  state  that  there  had  been  frequent 
wrecks  on  the  Waitaki  Beach,  nearly  opposite 
to  the  Island  of  Xapiti,  in  consequence  of  ships 
endeavouring  to  make  Cook  Strait  in  stormy  and 
thick  weather.  A  winter  or  two  a^o  there  were 
several  large  vessels  lost,  one  being  an  immi- 
grant ship,  but  fortunately  without  loss  of  life. 
So  frequently  were  these  wrecks  occurring  that  the 
authorities  saw  at  once  the  necessity  of  erecting  a 
lighthouse  on  the  Island  of  Kapiti,  or  on  Stephen's 
Island,  which  would  be  a  more  preferable  site, 
owin^  to  its  prominent  position.  Mr.  Blackett, 
the  Marine  Engineer,  reported  in  June  last  that 
he  had  visitod  Stephen's  Island  twice,  and  had 
sent  men  to  make  a  road  to  its  top.  Since  then, 
notwithstanding  the  importance  of  the  matter, 
and  the  great  boon  it  would  be  to  the  shipping, 
nothing  appeared  to  have  been  done.  He  hoped 
to  hear  from  the  Government  that  some  steps 
were  being  taken  to  erect  this  light,  which  was 
so  much  needed. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  question  was  one 
of  considerable  importance.  Ho  was  sorry  to 
say  the  Marine  Engineer  was  too  busy  to  visit 
Stephen's  Island  at  present,  but  he  would  do  so 
at  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  then  it  would  be 
decided  whether  the  lighthouse  should  be  erected 
on  Stephen's  Island  or  on  the  Island  of  Kapiti. 
When  a  decision  was  arrived  at,  the  Govern- 
ment would  lose  no  time  in  having  a  lighthouse 
erected. 

CAB-HIRE. 

Mr.  SUTTON  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther a  sum  of  £240  or  thereabouts  has  been 
charged  against  the  Government  for  cab-hire  in 
Wellington;  if  so,  by  whom  was  it  expended, 
and  out  of  what  vote  was  it  paid  ?  It  had  been 
currently  reported  in  the  lobbies,  and  he  thought 
it  had  also  been  stated  in  the  Wellington  papers, 
that  such  a  sum  had  been  paid  for  cab-hire  for 
some  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  he  was  anxious 
to  know  whether  the  information  was  correct. 
He  thought  it  was  an  unusual  thing  for  vouchers 
to  be  sent  in  by  Ministers  for  cab-hire,  which  they 
ought  to  pay  themselves. 

Mr.  HALL  was  not  able  to  give  a  complete 
answer  to  the  honorable  gentleman.  Since  the 
last  sitting  of  the  House,  he  had  not  had  time 
to  obtain  the  full  particulars.  He  had  got  some 
of  them,  and  would  give  a  more  complete  answer 
on  a  future  occasion.  Ho  had  a  return  of  the 
amounts  paid  for  cab-hire  from  the  1st  July, 
1878,  to  the  80th  September,  1879.  The  items 
were, — Sir  George  Grey,  16s. ;  Mr.  Sheehan, 
£219  lis.  6d. ;  Colonel  Whitmore,  £2.  Since  the 
80th  September,  an  account  had  been  sent  in  for 
cab-hire  from  the  4th  October  to  the  Ist  Novera- 
Mr.  Bryce 


her  for  Mr.  Sheehan,  amounting  to  £84  Is.  5d. 
A  question  had  arisen  whether  part  of  that 
sum  was  not  to  be  charged  (o  Mr.  Sheehan's  pri- 
vate account ;  £20,  however,  had  been  paid  out 
of  imprest  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Native 
Office,  which  had  not  yet  been  brought  to  ac- 
count. There  had  also  been  received  vouchers 
from  Mr.  Sheehan 's  private  secretary  for  £14  8a., 
£5  83. 6d.,  and  £11  18s.  These  items  had  not  yei 
been  paid.  He  would  endeavour  by  next  sitting- 
day  to  make  the  answer  more  complete. 

Sir  G.  GREY  wished  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation upon  the  answer  given  by  the  Premier. 
He  had  reason  to  believe  that  part  of  the  cab- 
hire  which  he  stated  had  been  paid  was  positively 
disallowed  by  the  late  Government  in  Cabinet, 
and  was  not  allowed  to  be  paid  at  alL  Answers 
of  the  kind  given  ought  not  to  be  made  until 
after  inquiry. 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  think  that  observation  was 
deserved.  He  would  read  the  account  of  sums 
actually  paid  that  had  been  furnished  officially, 
which  would  show  that  he  had  not  exaggerated 
the  matter  in  any  way  : — 

**  Return  showing  the  amount  paid  for  cab-hire 
for  Ministers  individually  from  1st  July  to  30th 
September,  1879— Hon.  Sir  G.  Grey,  16«.;  Hon. 
J.  Sheehan,  £219  lis.  6d. ;  Hon.  Colonel  Whit- 
more, £2 :  total,  £222  78.  6d.  Note :  The  above 
does  not  include  payments  which  may  have  been 
made  out  of  imprest  moneys  not  yet  brought  to 
charge  in  the  Treasury  books. — J.  B.  HEYWOOd, 
Accountant  to  the  Treasury.  Treasury,  22nd 
October,  1879." 

The  best  thing  that  he  could  now  do  was  to 
move.  That  this  paper  be  laid  on  the  table ;  and  he 
would  accordingly  do  so. 

Motion  agre^  to. 

HENLEY  RIVER  BOARD. 

Mr.  FULTON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 

Works,  Whether  he  has  received  a  letter  from 

the  Chairman  of  the  Henley  River  Board,  of  date 

22nd  September ;  what  answer  he  has  sent ;  and 

what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  for  securing  the 

railway  against  destructive  floods  ?    He  might 

mention  that  in  consequence  of  serious  floods  in 

'  the  Taieri  River  considerable  damage  had  been 

done,  not  only  to  the  adjacent  land,  but  also  to 

I  the  railway.     He  should  be  glad,  therefore,  to 

,  know  that  the  Government  were  doing  something 

I  in  the  matter. 

!      Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  a  letter  had  been 

I  received  by  the  Government  from  the  Henley 

!  River  Board.    The  Government  had  sent  a  reply 

to  the  effect  that  they  would  recommend  the  issue 

of  a  Commission  to  three  professional  gentlemen 

to  prepare  a  proper  report  on  the  whole  quesUon. 

OTAGO  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 
Mr.  FULTON  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, Whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  sum  of  £2,500, 
apportioned  to  the  Otago  Education  District  out 
of  the  £25,000  voted  for  school  buildings  in 
the  colony,  is  a  fair  adjustment,  considering  the 
population  and  school  attendance  in  that  dis* 
trict ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  be  prepared  to 
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place  a  sum  on  the  estimates  to  make  that  adjust-  I 
ment  more  equitable  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that,  of  the  sum 
appropriated  last  year  for  school  buildings,  all 
except  £25,000  liad  been  distributed  with  a  pre- 
ponderating regard  to  population  and  school  at- 
tendance. The  £25,000  was  distributed  witJi 
regard  to  the  special  requirements  of  the  several 
districts.  He  might  state  that  the  GoTemment 
would  bring  down  proposals  in  reference  to  edu- 
cation in  which  a  fair  regard  would  be  had  in 
the  main  to  population  and  school  attendance. 
The  Government  at  the  same  time  fully  recognized 
that  in  a  national  system  of  education  it  would 
not  be  right  that  one  part  of  the  country  should 
be  fully  equipped  with  school  buildings  and  ap- 
pliances, and  another  part  of  the  country  left  in 
a.  state  of  starvation.  They  would  bring  down 
proposals  to  adjust  the  inequalities  which  existed 
in  the  past,  and  prevent  one  part  of  llie  colony 
labouring  under  a  disadvantage  with  respect  to 
education  as  compared  with  another  part  of  the 
colony. 

WELLINGTON  ORPHANAGE. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Government,  H 
they  will  place  on  the  estimates  a  simi  of  money 
as  a  grant-in-aid  to  a  sum  already  accumulated 
for  the  building  of  an  orphanage  in  the  City  of 
Wellington?  He  might  state,  by  way  of  preface 
to  this  question,  that  there  was  already  a  site  ob- 
tained for  the  building.  A  sum  of  £1,000  had 
also  been  accumulated,  which  might  be  applied 
towards  the  erection  of  a  building,  or  towards 
maintaining  the  establishment.  He  desired  to 
know  whether  the  Government  would  be  inclined 
to  supplement  the  £1,000  by  another  £1,000 
towards  the  building  of  an  orphanage. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  would  prefer 
postponing  a  definite  answer  to  this  question  until 
they  had  submitted  their  policy  in  reference  to 
the  general  question  of  the  maintenance  of  charit- 
able institutions. 

CROMWELL-WANAKA  TELEGRAPH. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Premier,  When  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  commence  and  proceed  with 
the  construction  of  the  Cromwell-Wanaka  tele- 
graph line? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  a  sum  of  £2,000  had 
been  placed  on  the  proposed  estimates  for  this 
year  for  the  extension  of  this  telegraph  line. 

CLYDE-WANAKA  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  IMinister  for  Public 
Works,  Wliether  instructions  have  been  issued 
for  the  immediate  prosecution  of  the  survey  of  the 
Clyde- Wanaka  portion  of  the  Otago  Central  Rail- 
way ;  and,  if  so,  at  what  date  such  instructions 
were  issued?  He  a»ked  this  question  simply 
because  the  non- prosecution  of  the  survey  was 
blocking  up  the  whole  of  the  land  in  the  locality 
from  sale  and  occupation,  and  at  the  same  time 
obstructing  the  public  works  of  the  county. 

Mr.  OLIVER  would  be  obliged  to  the  honor- 
able member  if  he  would  ask  this  question  again 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  when  Mr.  Blair  had 
resumed  his  duties. 


LAND-TAX. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked'  the  Government, 
Whether  land  set  aside  by  religious  bodies  or 
by  private  individuals  for  educational  purposes 
comes  under  clause  5,  subsections  (5)  and  (6),  of 
"  The  Land-Tax  Act,  1878"  ? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  it  was  held  that,  if  the 
school  for  which  the  land  was  set  aside  was,  or 
might  become,  subject  to  inspection  by  an  In- 
spector under  the  Education  Act,  the  tenant  was 
liable  as  owner.  If  the  school  was  not  open  to 
such  inspection,  then  the  trust  was  liable. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  said  perhaps  he  had  not 
made  his  question  plain,  but  the  answer  was  not 
the  one  he  required.  The  land  to  which  he  re- 
ferred was  land  which  had  been  reserved  for  edu- 
cational purposes,  but  which  had  been  leased  to 
private  persons  and  others,  and  not  used  for 
schools.  His  question  was  entirely  independent 
of  schools. 

Mr.  HALL  remarked  that  if  the  land  was  re- 
served for  educational  purposes  it  must  be  for  the 
benefit  of  schools.  « 

Mr.  ANDRE  V\rS  said  the  land  was  being  used 
now  for  pasturage  and  other  purposes.  Private 
persons  liad  built  on  education  reserves,  and  in 
such  cases  the  question  arose  as  to  who  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  land-tax. 

Mr.  HALL  took  it  that  the  proper  interpreta- 
tion of  the  answer  he  had  given  was,  that  that 
depended  on  the  character  of  the  school  or  educa- 
tional establishment  for  the  endowment  of  which 
the  lands  had  been  set  apart.  If  it  was  a  school 
subject  to  public  inspection,  then  it  was  con- 
sidered a  public  school,  and  the  tenant  would 
have  to  pay  the  tax.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
was  a  school  which  was  not  subject  to  public  in- 
spection, then  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  private 
school,  and  the  owner  of  the  land  had  to  pay  the 
tax. 

LOWER  HAWEA  BLOCK. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  Government  will  cause  the  Procla- 
mation of  the  sale  of  the  Lower  Hawea  Block, 
under  the  deferred-payment  system,  as  advertised 
for  the  Gth  November,  to  be  cancelled,  and  will 
reproclaim  the  sale  of  the  land  in  the  said  block 
under  the  agricultural-lease  system,  as  desired  by 
intendinjj  settlers? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that,  as  he  was  ad- 
vised, it  was  very  doubtful  whether  the  Govern- 
ment, having  issued  this  Proclamation,  had  power 
to  cancel  it  in  favour  of  a  different  kind  of  Pro- 
clamation, and  up  to  the  present  time  he  had  not 
had  snfiicient  reason  to  load  him  to  think  that 
the  decision  come  to  by  the  late  GoTcmment 
should  be  reconsidered. 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 
Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Government,  If  there 
is  any  regulation  providing  for  the  revision  of  the 
list  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  also  against 
bankrupts  continuing  to  sit  on  the  bench  or  act 
as  Justices  of  the  Peace  ?  He  was  aware  that 
there  was  a  great  necessity  for  some  change  in 
the  system  of  appointing  Justices  of  the  Peace. 
He  had  been  urged  to  bring  this  matter  before 
the  Government  from  the  anomaly  of  men  who 
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themBelyes  in  some  cases  were  qualified  to  be  in 
the  position  of  calprits,  instead  of  that  of  Judges, 
sitting  on  the  bench.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  give  an  answer  to  this  qucetion, 
and  that,  if  it  were  found  that  there  was  no  pro- 
vision  made  for  purging  the  roll,  it  should  be  done 
bj  law  in  future. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  there  was  at  present 
no  regulation  for  the  revision  of  the  list  of  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace.  So  far  as  he  was  aware,  a 
fresh  Commission  was  issued  from  time  to  time — 
he  thought  generally  about  once  in  the  year.  He 
quite  agreed  with  the  honorable  member  that  this 
was  a  matter  which  deserved  rery  much  fuller 
consideration  than  had  hitherto  been  given  to  it : 
the  list  of  Justices  was  becoming  a  very  lengthy 
one,  and  the  particular  question  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  brought  up  regarding  tlie  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  was  assuming  a  magnitude  that 
would  make  it  necessary  to  arrive  at  some  rule  of 
procedure  with  regard  to  it. 

RAILS. 

Mr.  lEURRAY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  there  has  beeu  any  response  to  the 
adyertisements  calling  for  the  manufacture  of 
steel  rails  in  New  Z^and  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
have  any  objection  to  lay  any  papers  in  connec- 
tion therewith  before  the  House  ?  Also,  if  he 
will  state  what  rails  have  been  pi*oeured  during 
the  year  1878,  and  to  date,  and  at  what  prices, 
and  on  what  terms  ?  Also,  what  quantity  and 
classes  of  rails  are  available  for  future  use  ? 
Honorable  members  would  be  aware  that  an 
advertisement  of  a  somewhat  lengthy  character 
had  appeared  in  the  papers  of  the  colony  and  of 
Great  Britain,  calling  for  tenders  for  a  large 
quantity  of  rails.  He  wished  to  know  from  the 
Goyernment  what  had  been  the  result  of  that 
advertisement,  which  ho  believed  had  been  pub- 
lished at  a  considerable  cost  to  the  colony.  He 
also  wished  to  know  what  rails  were  in  stock  at 
the  present  time.  The  price  of  iron  had  been 
unprecedentedly  low;  and  lie  desired  to  know 
whether  the  Government  had  taken  advantage  of 
that  circumstance  to  lay  in  a  large  stock  of  rails 
for  the  construction  of  the  colonial  railways. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  in  reply,  said  that  tenders  were 
invited  for  the  manufacture  of  steel  rails  in  the 
colony,  to  be  sent  in  before  the  3Cth  September 
last,  but  that  none  were  received.  On  the  27lh 
of  July  some  papers  relating  to  the  manufacture 
of  steel  rails  in  the  colony  were  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House.  These  papers  contained  some  very 
interesting  letters  from  certain  manufacturers  in 
Great  Britain ;  but,  so  far,  the  correspondence 
had  led  to  no  result  whatever.  With  regai-d  to 
the  production  of  a  return  showing  the  quantity, 
description,  and  prices  of  rails,  he  had  ordered  a 
return  to  be  prepared  of  the  quantity  of  rails  on 
hand,  and  it  would  be  laid  on  the  table  as  soon  as 
possible. 

GREYMOUTH  NATIVE  RESERVE. 

Mr.  MASTERS  asked  the  Minister  for  Native 

Affairs,  What  steps  the  Government  intend  to 

take  in  respect  to  the  Commission  that  was  held 

at  Greymouth  in  February  last,  before  Mr.  Cora- 

Mr.  Hfurratf 


missioner  Young,  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  individual  interests  of  the  Natives  in  ihe 
Greymouth  Native  Reserve;  and  whether  the 
Government  will  make  a  full  and  exhaustive 
inquiry  into  the  claims  for  consideration  of  the 
European  tenants  occupying  the  land  as  to  right 
of  renewal,  &c.,  before  in  any  way  entertaining 
the  question  of  issmng  Crown  titles  to  the  Natives? 
Mr.  BRYCE  replied  that  the  reserves  to  which 
this  question  referred  were  by  no  means  in  a 
simple  legal  position.  An  inquiry  was  made  into 
the  matter  in  February  last  by  Mr.  Commissioner 
Young,  whose  report  had  been  referred  to  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown.  The  late  Govern- 
ment had  directed  that  a  Bill  should  be  prepared 
to  give  effect  to  the  report  with  regard  to  indivi- 
dualizing the  title  to  these  reserves.  That  Bill 
was  not.  yet  prepared,  and  had  not  been  seen  by 
the  present  Government.  He  might  say  that  he 
was  pretty  well  acquainted  with  this  matter, 
owing  to  his  having  been  Chairman  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  in  1875,  when  it  was  inquired 
into.  He  remembered  that  at  that  time  Mr. 
Alexander  Mackay  gave  evidence  before  the 
Commilt^'e  to  the  effect  that  the  people  holding 
the  leases  of  these  reserves  had  an  undoubted 
claim  to  have  the  leases  renewed.  That  was  the 
substance  of  the  report  of  the  Committee,  in 
which  he  (Mr.  Bryce)  entirely  concurred.  With 
respect  to  there  being  any  danger  of  the  grant 
being  issued  without  due  inquiry,  he  could  assure 
the  honorable  gentleman  that  that  was  quite  im- 
possible, because,  as  he  was  advised,  the  matter 
could  not  be  deolt  with  except  by  legislation  of 
the  Assembly.  The  honorable  gentleman  would 
therefore  have  full  opportunity  of  preferring  the 
equitable  claims  of  the  Europeans  who  held  Uiese 
leases  to  a  renewal.  He  might  mention  that  the 
return  which  \\a8  asked  for  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Southern  Maori  District  was  now 
ready.  It  was  a  report  by  Mr.  Commissioner 
Young  on  the  Native  reserves  on  the  west  coast 
of  the  Middle  Island,  together  with  the  minute* 
of  evidence;  and  he  took  this  opportunity  of  lay- 
ing the  return  on  the  table.  He  might  observe, 
however,  that  one  portion  of  the  return  asked  for 
was  intentionally  omitted  from  the  papers.  Tlie 
honorable  gentleman  asked  for  minutes  upon  the 
correspondence,  and  he  did  not  think  it  wa»  pro- 
per to  give  the  whole  of  the  Ministerial  and 
oHicial  minutes  upon  the  correspondence.  With 
that  exception  the  return  was  complete. 

OHINEMURI  OUTRAGE. 

Mr.  SUTTON  asked  the  Government,  —  (I) 
Whether  the  outrage  at  Ohinemnri  was  not  trace- 
able to  some  dispute  about  the  alleged  sale  of  the 
land ;  (2)  what  was  the  date  of  the  so-called  sale 
by  the  Government ;  and  (3)  by  v\hom  was  the 
arrangement  made?  He  had  been  induced  to 
put  this  question  on  the  Paper  because  some 
doubt  seemed  to  exist  as  to  the  exact  state  of  the 
title  to  this  land,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  became  to  some  extent  the  property  of 
the  Crown. 

Mr.  BRYCE  thought  there  was  veiy  liUle 
doubt  that  this  outrage  was  traceable  to  some 
dispute  about  the  title  to  the  land,  and,  in  fact, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.]  Ohinemuri  Outrage,         [HOUSE.] 


OoaBting  Trade. 


433 


that  nearly  all  the  Maori  outrages  and  troubles 
were  traceable  to  the  same  cause.  He  might  say, 
with  respect  to  this  particular  block  of  land,  that 
the  negotiations  for  its  purchase  by  the  Govern- 
ment were  entered  into  for  the  first  time  in 
March  last.  They  were  entered  into  witli  a 
hapu  which  was  supposed  at  tlie  time  to  have 
the  sole  and  complete  right  to  the  land  ;  and  the 
survey  in  connection  with  which  the  outrage 
occurred  was  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
land  to  go  before  the  Native  Land  Court  for 
the  ascertainment  of  title.  The  hapu  by  which 
the  outrage  was  committed  had  been,  he  believed, 
dissatisfied  with  some  previous  decisions  of  the 
Native  Land  Court  in  respect  to  other  blocks ; 
and,  from  their  point  of  view,  it  might  probably 
be  urged  that  they  thought  they  would  perhaps 
have  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  decision 
of  the  Court  with  reference  to  this  block.  The 
block  of  land  — about  1,500  acres— was  supposed 
to  belong  to  a  particular  hapu.  The  purchase 
was  arranged  for  at  5s.  an  acre,  and  certain 
payments  were  made.  The  survey  was  then  pro- 
ceeding with  a  view  to  the  title  to  the  land  being 
inquired  into  by  the  Native  Land  Court,  when 
the  outrage  was  committed.  With  regard  to  the 
second  part  of  the  question,  he  had  already  ex- 
plained that,  so  far  as  it  couhi  be  called  a  pur- 
chase, it  was  made  in  last  March,  when  about  £114 
was  paid  out  of  the  total  amount.  He  might 
mention  that  the  purchase  was  negotiated  by  Mr. 
Puckey  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  the  Thames,  and 
he  held  in  his  hand  two  exti-acts  from  the  reports 
of  these  gentlemen,  which  he  would  read.  The 
following  was  Mr.  E.  W.  Puckey's  report:— 

"  In  the  beginning  of  March  last  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  Ngatikoi  Hapu  resident  at  Ohinemuri 
came  to  the  Thames  aud  offered  the  Pukehange 
Block  for  sale  to  the  Government.  The  land- 
purchase  officers  declined  to  make  any  payment 
unless  they  were  assured  that  the  rest  of  the 
owners  concurred  in  the  proposed  tale.  The 
Natives  referred  to  then  went  back,  returning  m 
a  few  days  to  the  Thames,  accompanied  by  one 
or  two  more,  with  a  note  from  the  rest  of  the 
Ngatikoi  Hapu  agreeing  to  the  proposed  sale, 
though  objecting  lo  the  price.  Upju  receiving 
an  assurance  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
about  the  matter,  a  deposit  was  paid,  all  arrange- 
menU  being  at  the  same  time  made  for  surveying 
the  land  and  passing  it  through  the  Native  Land 
Court  in  the  usual  manner.  The  price  agreed  to 
was  58.  per  acre,  the  cost  of  the  survey  being 
borne  by  the  Government." 

Mr.  Wilkinson,  in  his  report  of  the  1st  May, 

**  This  is  a  new  purchase  that  Mr.  Puckey  and 
myself  have  commenced  since  my  last  report. 
The  land  is  of  fair  quality,  and,  being  near  to 
Ohinemuri,  will,  I  think,  be  an  advisable  purchase. 
It  has  not  yet  passed  the  Native  Land  Court." 


COASTING  TRADE. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  asked  the  Government,  If 

they  are  prepared  to  advise  His  Excellency  the 

Governor,  in  virtue  of  clauses  6  and  7  of  "  The 

Coasting  Trade  Act,  1871,"   to  impose  similar 


restrictions  upon  foreign  shipping  to  those  in 
existence  prior  to  the  passing  of  that  Act  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  reply  was  rather 
of  an  elaborate  and  technical  character,  and  he 
would,  with  permission  of  the  House,  read  it  : — 
"  Hon.  Commissioner  of  Customs. 

"  '  The  Coasting  Trade  Regulation  Act,  1871,' 
extends  to  foreign  vessels  the  privilege  of  en- 
gaging in  the  coasting  trade  of  New  Zealand; 
but  it  authorizes  the  Governor  in  Council  to  re- 
strict the  privileges  of  foreign  ships  and  impose 
additional  duties  upon  them  in  cases  where  British 
vessels  are  subject  in  any  foreign  country  to  re- 
strictions as  to  the  voyages  in  which  they  may 
engage  or  the  goods  they  may  carry.  The  Crown 
Law  Officers  advise  that,  the  Act  quoted  above 
being  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Imperial 
'  Merchant  Shipping  (Colonial)  Act,  1869,*  the 
colon  V  is  obliged  to  respect  treaty  obligations 
entered  into  by  Her  Majesty  with  any  foreign 
State  so  long  as  they  subsist,  and  that,  before 
an  Order  in  Council  could  be  made  prohibiting 
vessels  of  foreign  countries  from  engaging  in  the 
coasting  trade,  it  would  be  necessary  to  ascertain 
definitely  whether  any  existing  treaty  secures  to 
the  vessels  of  foreign  countries  any  privileges  in 
respect  of  the  coasting  trade  of  New  Zealand. 

"With  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  extent  to 
which  foreign  vessels  are  competing  with  British 
vessels  in  the  coasting  trade  of  the  colony,  in- 
quiries on  the  subject  have  been  addressed  to  the 
Collectors  of  Customs  throughout  the  colony,  and 
it  was  found  that,  during  the  year  ended  on  the 
30th  of  June  last,  three  American  vessels  niade 
one  trip  each,  and  one  French  vessel  four  trips, 
timber- laden  ;  one  American  and  one  French 
vessel,  one  trip  each  with  railway  iron  ;  and  seven 
American  vessels  and  one  French  left  the  ports 
at  which  they  first  arrived  for  other  ports,  carry- 
ing parts  of  their  original  cargoes,  but  not  local 
freight  or  produce.  A  return  giving  particulars 
of  the?e  vessels  will  be  prepared  and  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  "  W.  Seed." 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  thought  the  honorable 
gentleman  failed  to  some  extent  to  apprehend 
the  nature  of  the  question.  By  clauses  5  and  6 
of  the  Act  referred  to,  power  was  given  to  the 
Government  to  impose  restrictions  on  foreign 
vessels.  These  restrictions  applied  particularly 
to  the  ca«e  of  the  large  American  steamers  which, 
after  calling  at  Auckland,  went  down  the  coast  to 
Otago.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  no  doubt 
aware  that  the  Act  of  1871  simply  anticipated 
the  Imperial  Ordinance  which  expired  in  1872. 
These  restrictions  were  in  force  in  America,  and 
he  thought  the  Government  might  reimpose  them 
here  if  it  was  found  necessary.  It  was  an  impor- 
tant question,  as  many  large  foreign  vessels  were 
arriving  in  the  colony  from  time  to  time,  dis- 
charging part  of  their  Wgo  in  one  port,  and  then 
proceeding  with  the  remainder  to  other  porU, 
thereby  interfering  with  the  trade  of  the  reguhur 
coasting  vessels. 

Major  ATKINSON  quite  understood  the  posi- 
tion of  the  matter,  but  did  not  altogether  see 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  desired  to  arrive 
at.     Did  he  wish  the  Government  to  say  defi- 
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nitely  that  they  were  prepared  to  exclude  foreign 
vesseU  from  the  coasting  trade  ? 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST.— I  do  not. 

Major  ATKINSON  could  not  then  understand 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  ivanted.  If  he 
would  inform  the  Government  what  vessels  he 
wished  excluded,  the  Government  would  give  the 
matter  their  consideration.  At  present  the  colony 
was  subject  to  the  Imperial  Act,  and  could  not 
impose  restrictions  upon  the  vessels  of  any  nation 
with  which  the  Imperial  Government  might  have 
a  treaty.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  wished  the 
Government  to  restrict  any  particular  class  of 
vessels,  or  all  vessels,  the  question  would  have  to 
bo  carefully  considered  and  properly  discussed  in 
the  House.  He  would  bo  happy  to  confer  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  on  tho  subject. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  ELECTORS  BILL. 

INTEEBUPTED   DEBATE. 

Mr.  HALL  moved,  That  the  debate  upon  the 
motion  for  leave  to  introduce  this  Bill  be  post- 
poned till  next  day.  The  Government  had  not 
yet  decided  what  course  they  should  adopt  with 
regard  to  this  and  the  other  Electoral  Bills  which 
were  in  the  same  position  ;  and  if  the  House 
would  agree  to  the  postponement,  he  would  next 
day  state,  for  the  information  of  tho  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  what  course  they  would  be  pre- 
pared to  adopt  with  regard  to  his  no-confidence 
motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

VILLAGE  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON,  in  moving  the  discharge  of 
the  order  for  leave  to  introduce  this  Bill,  said  the 
Government  proposed  to  introduce  provisions  for 
the  establishment  of  village  settlements  into  the 
amended  Land  Bill  which  was  now  before  the 
House.  There  was  a  Bill  in  the  hands  of  honor- 
able members  which  would  provide  for  deferred 
payments  to  some  extent ;  but  the  Government 
was  of  opinion  that  further  facilities  should  be 
afforded  for  tho  accomplishment  of  that  object. 
They  wished  parlicularly  to  make  provisions  which 
would  enable  associations  of  working-nien  and 
others  to  avail  themselves  of  tho  special-settle- 
ment system.  The  Government  thought  it  would 
be  more  convenient  to  put  these  clause*  into  the 
amended  Land  Act,  so  that  the  whol^*  of  the  pro- 
visions relative  to  special  settlenienta  uud  deferred 
payments  might  be  found  in  one  Act. 

Order  discharged. 

EDEN  TOLLS. 
Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  his  reason  for  doing  so  was  to 
supplement  the  return  already  received  by  tho 
County  Council  of  Eden.  He  also  wished  to  be 
fully  informed  himself  on  this  subject  before  he 
proceeded  further  with  a  Bill  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  and  the  second  reading  of  which 
was  set  down  for  next  day.  He  wanted  to  know 
how  the  money  raised  by  these  tolls  was  ex- 
pended. At  present  the  expenditure  was  con- 
sidered to  be  made  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  and 
antiquated  way,  as  the  money  was  simply  ex- 
Major  Atkinson 


ponded  upon  the  'people  who  kept  the  toll-gatcfl, 
and  not  upon  keeping  the  roads  in  repair. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  **  That  there 
be  laid  before  this  House  a  return  showing;  the 
amount  of  tolls  received  at  the  several  toll-bars 
in  the  Eden  County  for  each  year  since  the 
abolition  of  the  Province  of  Auckland;  the 
amount  of  tolls  expended  each  year  on  the  Great 
South  Road,  and  on  the  road  from  Auckland  to 
Onchunga,  respectively  ;  in  the  latter  case,  dis- 
tinguishing the  amount  expended  on  the  road  up 
to  the  boundary  of  the  Town  of  Onehunga,  and 
tho  amount  expended  on  the  two  miles  of  the 
main  road  running  through  that  borough  to  the 
Onehunga  Wharf." — {Mr.  Hamlin) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  nume,  said  it  was  one  which  he  thought 
would  result  in  doing  some  good,  at  all  events  in 
the  way  of  supplying  information  to  the  public. 
He  therefore  trusted  the  House  would  permit 
him  to  have  the  Committee  for  which  he  was 
about  to  move.  Ho  was  anxious  not  to  spoil  the 
chances  of  other  honorable  members  getting  t<» 
their  motions,  and  therefore  would  not  make  any 
lengthened  remarks.  He  was  very  strongly  of 
opinion  that,  wherever  aid  could  be  given  to  the 
manufacturers  of  colonial  products  by  letting 
them  have  those  articles  which  were  necessary  in 
their  manufactures  free  of  Customs  duties,  great 
good  would  be  done.  Although,  of  course,  the 
iinancial  question  would  come  iu,  and  it  would 
rest  with  the  Government  of  the  day  to  say 
whether  they  could  propose  reductions  of  the 
kind  he  now  indicated,  still  he  thought  such  a 
Committee  as  this  would  do  good  service  in  the  way 
of  recommending  reductions,  and  also  of  laying 
before  the  House  the  possibilities  that  existed  for 
making  such  reductions.  For  instance,  he  was 
aware  that  in  the  boot- mtmuf act uring  industry, 
which  was  a  growing  and  important  one  in  tlie 
colony,  reductions  could  be  made  in  the  duties  on 
some  of  the  articles  used  with  great  advantage  to 
tho  manufacturer.  He  was  aware  that  in  sevei-al 
other  instances  similar  relief  could  be  aflbrded, 
and  ho  thought  it  would  bo  politic  to  afford  it. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  have  on  the  Committee 
representatives  from  all  portions  of  the  colony, 
cspecinlly  from  large  centres  of  population,  and  he 
did  not  think  there  was  any  reason  to  expect  that 
the  Committee  would  fail  to  give  the  House  im- 
portant information  on  the  subject  of  this  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed,  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  question  of  what  relief  can  be  af- 
forded to  manufacturers  in  this  colony  by  lessen- 
ing or  abolishing  duties  at  present  levied  on 
articles  used  by  them  in  their  respective  manu- 
factures. Such  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr. 
Oliver,  Mr.  Acton  Adams,  Mr.  Andrews,  Mr. 
Ballance,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst,  Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Moss,  Mr.  Wright,  and  the  mover.  To  have 
power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  and  re- 
port in  three  weeks;  five  to  be  a  quorum.'* — {Mr. 
Stevens.) 

Mr.   W.  J.   HURST  said  there  could  be  no 
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doubt  that  the  motion  proposed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  touched  upon  a 
yery  important  subject,  and  he  regretted  that  he 
had  not  known  it  occupied  so  high  a  position  on 
the  Order  Paper  for  that  day,  because,  had  he 
known  it,  he  should  hare  come  prepared  to  speak 
at  much  greater  length  on  the  matter  than  he 
could  now  do.  Honorable  members  would  ob- 
serye  that  he  had  a  notice  of  motion  Ter^  simi- 
lar in  its  terms,  but  proposing  to  deal  with  the 
matter  in  a  different  way.  He  had  given  notice 
of  that  motion  almost  on  the  fir?t  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, but,  owing  to  a  process  "which  no  fellah 
could  understand,"  it  had  got  yery  low  down  on 
the  Paper,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  stood  somewhat  in  the  position  of 
having  jumped  his  claim.  In  each  case  the  ob- 
ject was  the  same,  but  they  differed  as  to  the 
steps  which  should  be  taken,  and  perhaps  he 
(Mr.  Hurst)  might  be  allowed  to  state  reasons  why 
he  thought  his  own  proposition  would  have  been 
preferable.  He  liad  proposed  to  move,  "That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  should  be  moved  to  issue  a  Commission 
to  take  evidence  at  the  principal  commercial 
centres  of  New  Zealand,  and  to  report  upon 
the  operation  of  the  present  tariff,  with  a  view 
to  such  a  readjustment  of  the  Customs  duties 
as  may  be  considered  best  calculated  to  foster 
the  various  branches  of  industry  now  esta- 
blished within  the  colony."  The  honorable 
membsr  (Mr.  Stevens)  proposed  the  appointment 
of  a  Select  Committee  to  go  into  this  question. 
Now,  he  knew  what  Select  Committees  were, 
and  was  not  hopeful  as  to  the  result.  They  had 
not  the  time  at  their  disposal  to  enable  them 
to  go  into  the  question  fully,  and,  moreover,  it 
would  cost  an  immense  sum  of  money  to  summon 
people  to  Wellington  to  give  that  information 
which  alone  would  justify  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Goyemment.  He  contended  that  a  Com- 
mission appointed  by  the  Government,  consisting 
of  two  or  three  representatives  from  each  part  of 
the  colony — such  gentlemen  to  be  either  members 
of  the  House  or  else  persons  who  had  an  earnest 
desire  to  encourage  local  industries,  and  who 
were  in  a  position,  from  their  avocations,  to  give 
intelligent  consideration  to  the  matter — would 
be  better  able  to  go  into  the  whole  subject,  and 
bring  down  some  recommendation  to  the  Govern- 
ment. This  was  a  totally  different  matter  from 
protection  and  free-trade,  and  he  hoped  that  if  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks  he  were  to  use  the  term 
"  protection  "  it  woidd  be  understood  he  did  not 
apply  it  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  applied  at 
Home.  Any  one  who  had  been  engaged  in  com- 
mercial pursuits,  and  had  had  experience  of  the 
tariff  of  the  colony,  could  not  but  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  duties  at  present  in 
operation  had  been  imposed  at  the  instance  of 
gentlemen  who  had  not  the  slightest  regard  to 
the  encouragement  of  local  industries.  He  would 
give  one  or  two  instances  to  show  the  absurdity 
of  the  pi'esent  tariff.  A  person  desired  to  import 
that  very  useful  farming  implement  known  as 
the  plough,  and  he  could  import  it  free  of  duty ; 
but  if  a  manufacturer  in  the  colony  desired  to 
make  a  plough  be  had  to  pay  a  duty  of  10 


per  cent,  on  some  of  the  materials  employed. 
They  had  some  excellent  plough-manufacturers 
in  Auckland,  but  the  demand  had  not  yet 
reached  such  a  pitch  as  to  justify  manufacturers 
in  going  to  the  expense  necessary  to  manufac- 
ture some  parts  of  the  plough.  For  instance, 
they  had  to  make  arrangements  with  the  Home 
manufacturers  to  supply  them  with  mould-boards 
of  the  peculiar  construction  and  design  desired ; 
and  on  these  mould-ltoards  a  duty  of  10  per  cent, 
had  to  be  paid.  Thus  the  local  industry  was 
actually  labouring  under  a  disadvantage,  as  com- 
pared with  the  importation,  just  as  in  the  case  of 
the  boot  trade  of  which  the  honorable  member 
had  spoken.  So  in  the  case  of  steam-engines.  A 
steam-engine  was  brought  in  duty-free  ;  but  if  a 
local  manufacturer  were  to  import  taps,  or  such 
et'Ceteras,  he  had  to  pay  a  duty  of  10  per  cent. 
The  same  observation  applied  to  other  local  in- 
dustries ;  and  great  relief  might  be  given  to  those 
industries,  and  hardships  removed,  without  at  all 
imposing  protective  duties.  But  there  were  a 
number  of  manufactured  articles  which  paid  the 
small  duty  of  10  per  cent.,  but  upon  which  a 
small  additional  duty  might  be  placed  with  ad- 
vantage. There  was,  for  instance,  the  case  of 
carriages.  It  was  a  notorious  fact  that  the  car- 
riage-makers had  been  greatly  injured  by  importa- 
tions. That  industry  had  been  gradually  grow- 
ing up,  and  increasing  in  importance,  till  it  had 
assumed  a  very  respectable  position.  In  the  con- 
stituency which  he  had  the  honor  of  representing 
there  were  three  large  factories.  In  the  early 
period  of  their  existence,  perhaps  three  or  four 
buggies  would  be  sold  in  a  year  ;  but  things  had 
now  altered,  and  there  would  be  a  large  demand 
were  it  not  for  American  importations.  It  was 
impossible  that  an  English  yessel  could  go  from 
one  American  port  to  another ;  but  in  this  colony 
it  was  different.  An  American  vessel  could  not 
get  sufficient  cargo  for  one  port  to  pay  her  to 
make  the  trip ;  therefore  she  brought  cargo  for  all 
ports.  On  arrival  in  Wellington,  say,  she  would 
discharge  her  cargo  for  that  port,  and  then 
proceed  to  other  ports.  In  these  ships  were 
Drought  a  large  number  of  buggies ;  and  the 
result  was  that,  in  consequence  of  there  being 
an  apparent  advance  in  the  price  of  the  home- 
made article  as  compared  with  the  importation, 
the  local  industry  suffered  from  great  depression. 
He  said  "  apparent  advance  in  the  price,"  because, 
if  the  respective  qualities  of  the  two  articles  were 
taken  into  consideration,  the  advantage  was  really 
on  the  side  of  the  local  article,  as  it  was  much 
better  made  and  much  more  durable,  if  less 
pleasing  to  the  eye,  than  the  American-made, 
which  the  purchaser  generally  found  unsuited  to 
carry  out  the  objects  he  had  in  view.  However, 
the  effect  of  this  importation  was  to  create  great 
depression,  and  to  deprive  a  large  number  of  per- 
sons of  employment.  He  could  go  on  ad  infini" 
turn  with  regard  to  this  matter,  but  ho  was  not 
prepared  to  deal  with  the  question  at  length  just 
then.  On  the  whole,  he  did  not  think  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  was  so  well  calculated 
to  attain  the  object  each  of  them  had  in  view  as 
the  motion  he  (Mr.  Hurst)  wanted  to  propose. 
He  thought  the  Cbvemment  ought  to  appoint 
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a  Commission,  consistiDg  of  gentlemen  of  large 
experience  in  trade,  but  free  from  the  charge  of 
being  interested  in  importations,  to  go  through  the 
colony  and  discover  what  was  Ihe  real  condition 
of  things.  If  they  went  to  Auckland,  Wellington, 
Dunedin,  Christcburch,  and  perhaps  Nelson,  if 
there  were  any  manufactures  there,  they  would 
be  able  to  collect  a  mass  of  yaluable  information 
bearing  on  the  subject,  and  could  come  down  with 
some  definite  recommendation  as  to  what  should 
be  done  to  encourage  local  industries.  It  was 
really  a  Teiy  large  question.  A  great  deal  had 
been  said  about  depression  in  Ireland  and  other 
old  countries,  and  about  the  cause  of  it,  but  in  his 
opinion  such  depression  would  be  less  severely 
felt  if  manufactures  in  the  towns  of  the  Old 
Country  were  more  varied  in  their  character. 
Take  the  case  of  Glasgow.  No  town  in  the  Old 
Country  had  more  rapidly  increased  than  that 
town ;  for,  whatever  depression  might  be  felt  in 
one  particular  line  of  industry,  there  were  other 
industries  of  a  different  character  flourishing 
that  enabled  the  city  to  tide  over  its  difficulties. 
Manchester  and  Liverpool  were  more  important 
centres  of  manufacture,  perhaps ;  but  each  of 
them  depended  almost  entirely  upon  one  in- 
dustry, and,  if  unforeseen  circumstances  arose  to 
cause  depression  in  those  industries,  the  result 
was  disastrous  to  the  people  of  those  towns.  In 
G-lasgow  there  was  the  shipbuilding  industry, 
also  cotton  manufacture,  and  machinery  manufac- 
ture; and  if  depression  arose  in  one  branch  of 
trade  other  branches  might  be  in  a  good  position, 
and  so  keep  up  the  prosperity  of  the  town.  But 
take  Manchester,  and  deprive  it  of  its  cotton 
trade,  and  then  one  finds  the  whole  town  is 
thrown  into  a  condition  of  the  greatest  distress. 
No  doubt  the  manufacture  of  machinery  was 
carried  on,  but  to  alimited  extent.  In  the  case  of 
New  Zealand,  of  course,  everything  depended,  in 
a  great  many  districts — agricultural  districts — 
upon  circumstances  over  which  the  people  had 
no  control.  If  a  failure  in  the  harvest  occurred 
there  mutt  be  distress,  though  our  towns  were 
large  in  proportion  to  the  population  of  the 
country.  He  believed  the  House  would  never 
employ  its  time  better  than  when  it  came  to 
consider  this  matter ;  and  he  should  very  much 
like  to  see  the  idea  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  shadowed 
forth  in  Auckland,  discussed,  that  endeavours 
should  be  made  to  see  what  parts  of  the  country 
would  be  specially  suitable  to  particular  manu- 
factures, and,  having  discovered  that,  that  all  be 
done  that  could  be  done  to  encourage  the  establish- 
ment of  fiuoh  industries ;  because  the  day  was  fast 
advancing  when,  if  some  industrial  occupations 
were  not  found  for  the  youth  of  the  colony,  the 
youth  would  seek  places  where  their  labour  would 
be  better  appreciated.  The  tendency  of  the  youth 
of  the  colony  was  to  educate  themselves  to  an 
extent  which  unfitted  them  for  some  of  these 
employments,  and,  if  our  future  financial  state 
would  allow,  we  should  institute  colleges  of  a 
practical  description,  like  those  which  had  been 
initiated  in  America,  such  as  agricultural 
schools,  whereby  education  of  a  very  valuable 
character  would  be  afforded.  He  apprehended 
that  no  honorable  gentleman  who  knew  anything 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hunt 


about  agriculture  would  deny  that  the  time  was 
fast  approaching  when  an  agriculturist,  if  he 
would  be  successful,  must  be  something  of  an 
agricultural  chemist.  It  wa«  necessary  that  their 
youth  should  address  themselves  to  those  mat- 
ters if  they  were  to  keep  in  the  front  rank  in  the 
race  of  nations.  He  trusted  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Christcburch  City  would  permit  the  few- 
observations  he  had  made  to  lead  him  to  see  the 
question  as  he  (Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst)  taw  it.  He 
had  carefully  drafted  his  motion  so  that  free- 
traders and  protectionists  could  join  in  securiDg 
a  revision  of  the  tariff*.  If  the  Fionorable  mem- 
ber pressed  his  motion,  he  would  go  with  him ; 
but  he  did  not  think  the  same  benefits  would  re- 
sult from  this  motion  as  from  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  himself  given  notice.  However,  if  the  end 
were  attained,  he  would  be  quite  satisfied.  He 
was  sorry  he  did  not  know  the  motion  was  coming 
on,  as  he  might  have  been  better  prepared  to 
speak  upon  the  subject.  However,  there  was  no 
necessity  to  adduce  reasons  for  the  motion,  be- 
cause it  spoke  for  itself.  He  was  sure  ©Teir  right- 
thinking  man  would  agree  to  that.  Hitherto 
they  heS  had  very  few  commercial  men  on  the 
Government  benches.  Sir  Julius  Yogel  was  the 
gentleman  who  revised  the  present  tariff.  He 
thought  they  should  now  go  a  step  further,  and 
let  some  articles  go  free,  while  they  revised  the 
duties  imposed  on  others.  Of  course  they  most 
derive  a  certain  amount  of  money  from  the  Cus- 
toms for  revenue  purposes :  free-trader  and  pro- 
tectionist alike  must  admit  that.  Surely,  there- 
fore, they  should  raise  that  revenue  by  duties 
imposed  upon  articles  which  were  likely  to  be 
produced  here  with  advantage  to  the  colony  and 
to  the  rising  generation. 

Mr.  LEVIN  had  followed  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West  with 
a  great  deal  of  attention,  and,  in  reference  to  the 
views  he  had  given  utterance  to,  he  confessed  his 
own  leaning  was  much  in  the  direction  that 
honorable  gentleman  took.  At  the  same  time, 
he  thought  that  what  they  saw  going  on  around 
them  in  the  colony  at  the  present  lime  showed 
very  clearly  the  need  for  more  immediate  action 
and  prompt  result  than  the  course  proposed 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West.  He  believed  that  both  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Christcburch  City 
and  that  of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West  could  very  properly  be  giren  effect  to 
by  the  House.  The  motion  now  before  them  would 
be  very  valuable  in  assisting  the  Commissioners, 
if  appointed,  to  arrive  much  more  speedily  at  a 
result,  by  saving  them  from  going  over  a  great 
deal  of  detail- work,  which  could  be  done  by  the 
Committee  now  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Christcburch  City.  But  the  duties  of  the 
Committee  proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Christcburch  City  might  be  more  fully  stated 
without  giving  them  very  much  more  to  do; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  have  the  result 
of  bringing  to  the  House  very  much  more  infor- 
mation. He  would  ask  the  honorable  member 
for  Christcburch  City  if  he  would  have  anj  ob- 
jection to  add,  after  the  word  "  manufactures," 
the  following  words :  "  and  any  other  means  by 
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which  the  establishment  of  colonial  industries 
and  manufactures  may  be  promoted."  He  would 
not  trouble  honorable  members  with  any  further 
remarks,  because  he  belicTed  that  the  whole 
House  was  unanimous  in  a  desire  to  foster  and 
encourage  those  local  industries  which,  after  all, 
were  the  bulwarks  of  our  national  greatness. 

Mr.  PITT  was  glad  to  hear  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  member  who  had  just  sat  down.  Until 
the  honorable  member  spoke  he  was  in  doubt  as  to 
which  was  the  better  motion  to  support — the  one 
now  before  the  House,  or  that  of  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West  had 
given  notice.  He  attached  particular  weight  to 
the  opinions  expressed  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Wellington  City,  occupying  as  he  did  an  im- 
portant commercial  position  in  this  city,  and  being 
Chairman  of  the  Wellington  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. Therefore  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
Tote  for  the  motion  at  present  before  the  House. 
He  was  rery  glad  that,  so  far,  no  opposition  had 
been  raised  to  this  motion,  and  be  hoped  none 
would  be  raised.  Vei7  important  results  would, 
he  tliought,  accrue  from  the  appointment  of  this 
Committee.  In  the  part  of  the  colony  which 
he  represented  a  new  industry  was  about  to  bo 
established,  the  success  or  failure  of  which  would 
largely  depend  upon  whether  or  not  they  would  be 
able  to  obtain  the  remission  of  duties  on  articles 
to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  that  company. 
He  referred  to  the  Nelson  fJam  Company.  It 
was  Tery  well  known  that  the  duty  on  the  sugar 
which  would  be  used  in  that  manufacture  ma!ide 
all  the  difference  between  whether  that  article 
could  be  manufactured  in  the  colony  at  a  profit 
or  a  loss,  and  whether  or  not  it  could  be  manu- 
factured so  as  to  compete  with  the  Tasmanian 
article.  The  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West,  in  speaking  of  the  Tarious  cities  which 
the  proposed  Commission  should  visit,  mentioned 
Christ  church,  Dunedin,  &c.,  and  added  "  Nels^on,  if 
they  hare  any  manufactures  there."  He  might 
inform  the  honorable  gentleman  that  at  one  time 
Nelson  used  to  import  all  her  steam-engines  from 
Auckland,  but  now  she  not  only  manufactured 
her  own  steam-engines,  but  also  built  steamers 
to  carry  them.  They  also  manufactured  hema- 
tite paint;  they  had  two  iron-foundries,  which 
did  a  considerable  amount  of  work,  not  only  for 
Nelson,  but  for  other  parts  of  the  colony.  The 
first  woollen  factory  in  the  colony  was  started  at 
Nelson,  and  colonial  wines  were  also  extensively 
made  there.  However,  on  this  occasion  he 
wiflhed  to  speak,  not  from  a  local,  but  from  a 
colonial  point  of  view,  and  he  was  sure  thb  Com- 
mittee would  supply  information  to  the  House 
on  which  they  would  be  able  ultimately  to  act, 
and  induce  the  Government  to  give  eflPect  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  in  such  a  way  as 
to  conduce  very  much  to  the  benefit  of  the  manu- 
factures of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  thought   the   motion   of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce  was  better  than  the 
motion    of    the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City.   The  motion  of  the  honorable  member  I 
for  Bruce  was  as  follows : —  I 

"  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  as  to  how,  in  their  opinion,  industrial 
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occupations  may  be  successfully  established  in 
New  Zealand,  and  the  productive  resources  of 
the  colony  developed." 

He  apprehended  that  that  covered  the  whole 
subject.  It  took  in  the  questions  of  Customs 
duties,  bonuses  to  industries,  and  every  phase  of 
the  colonial-industry  question.  The  House  would 
do  well  to  adopt  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce,  and  also  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West.  With 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  he 
quite  agreed.  They  would  do  wrong  to  simply 
appoint  a  Commission.  Before  a  Commission 
was  appointed  they  should  have  a  Committee, 
and  let  that  Committee  bring  up  to  the  House  a 
report  stating  what  should  be  the  duties  of  the 
Commission.  The  sooner  the  whole  subject  was 
settled  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  colony.  To 
those  who  had  not  been  members  of  the  House, 
but  who  had  watched  its  proceedings,  it  was 
manifest  that  the  whole  subject  of  the  develop- 
ment of  local  industries  had  not  received  that 
attention  which  it  ought  to  have  received  in 
years  past.  Much  more  attention  had  been  paid 
to  the  floating  of  loans  and  their  expenditure 
upon  public  works  than  to  the  raising  of  money 
by  means  of  industries  within  the  colony.  Now 
that  this  matter  had  been  brought  so  prominently 
before  the  House  by  means  of  resolutions,  and 
was  also  engaging  the  attention  of  the  country  in 
so  very  distinct  a  manner,  it  was  well  that  they 
should  promptly  settle  it  at  once.  He  thought 
the  proposition  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Bruce  should  be  settled  first,  and  that  that  Com- 
mittee should  bring  up  recommendations  em- 
bodying the  idea  of  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mission. If  that  were  done  he  believed  it  would  be 
well  done.  There  were  a  few  matters  in  connection 
with  this  subject  which  required  attention.  He 
trusted  that,  if,  as  a  young  member,  he  said  what 
he  ought  not  to  say,  he  might  be  pardoned,  be- 
cause of  the  desire  and  zeal  he  felt  to  see  this 
question  brought  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  colony.  As  an  outsider,  he 
did  not  think  that  the  persons  in  charge  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  had  given  that  at- 
tention to  fostering  local  industry  which  they 
might  have  given.  It  appeared  to  him  that  a 
very  great  deal  of  looseness  was  allowed  —  for 
instance,  in  the  matter  of  railways.  If  one  went 
into  some  of  the  workshops  at  present  he  would 
find  four  or  five  difl*erent  samples  of  locomotive 
steam-engines  all  laid  up  for  small  repairs,  not 
two  of  which  were  built  upon  the  same  model. 
The  result  was,  that  there  was  not  a  duplicate 
of  anything,  and  when  any  particular  part  of 
an  engine  broke  down  it  had  to  be  laid  up.  It 
looked  as  if  in  this  colony  they  were  experiment- 
ing in  things  whieh  had  already  been  experi- 
mented upon  in  older  countries,  of  whose  ex- 
perience they  should  take  advantage.  Industries 
of  the  colony  might  be  fostered  in  various  ways. 
The  giving  of  bonuses  to  certain  industries  was 
at  one  time  the  only  remedy.  Every  one  was 
afraid  of  touching  the  Customs  revenue,  for  fear 
of  reducing  (he  Treasurer's  balance.  He  was 
pleased  to  tl\ink  that  at  least  one  good  result 
had  been  gained  by  the  last  general  electioii| 
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because  a  number  of  members  had  been  returned 
to  the  House  on  the  distinct  understanding  that 
they  should  apply  themselves  seriously  and 
earnestly  to  set  right  the  great  wrong  under 
which  the  colony  had  suffered  for  some  time — 
the  wrong  of  sending  away  money  in  abundance 
for  the  purchase  of  articles  which  could  be  pro- 
duced within  the  colony.  He  was  aware  that 
free-trade  principles  had  taken  such  a  hold  upon 
the  minds  of  many  of  the  most  advanced  thinkers 
that  they  would  not  allow  the  interposition  of  any- 
thing which  interfered  with  the  principles  of  free- 
trade,  or  with  what  they  took  free-trade  to  mean. 
It  would  require  very  little  argument  to  prove 
that,  even  supposing  there  was  an  apparent  loss 
to  the  colony  by  the  reduction  of  the  Customs 
duties  on  particular  articles,  the  developing, 
fostering,  and  keeping  alive  struggling  industries 
which  might  exist  at  the  present  time  would 
more  than  compensate  for  the  loss  apparently 
sustained.  They  should  not  stand  alone  and 
allow  other  colonies  to  take  up  the  position  of 
encouraging  their  manufactures  and  placing  New 
Zealand  practically  in  the  background.  He  con- 
sidered it  a  great  mistake  to  take  the  duty  off 
timber ;  it  was  an  error  that  should  be  rectified 
at  once.  He  must  guard  himself  by  saying  that 
he  thought  the  timber-merchants  of  the  colony 
had  attempted  to  impose  upon  buyers  by  keeping 
up  the  price  of  timber  unnecessaiily  high.  Such 
attempts  on  their  part  had  brought  about  a  retri- 
bution which  had  been  all  the  greater  because  of 
the  removal  of  the  duty  upon  timber ;  but,  be- 
cause the  timber- merchants  had  made  a  mistake  in 
keeping  timber  at  an  unwarrantable  price,  it  did 
not  follow  that  the  Government  should  intensify 
the  evil  by  flooding  the  market  with  timber  from 
foreign  countries  imported  in  foreign  bottoms. 
He  did  not  think  any  Government  should  be  sup- 
ported in  adopting  such  a  course.  He  trusted, 
before  the  session  had  concluded,  that  that  duty 
— or  a  portion  of  it — would  be  reim  posed.  The 
whole  question  would  come  up  for  discussion 
when  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  submitted, 
and  he  would  therefore  refrain  from  entering 
upon  a  number  of  points  of  interest  which  might 
be  brought  out  with  great  advantage  in  connec- 
tion witn  this  matter.  They  might  rest  assured 
that  if  they  postponed  the  consideration  of  this 
matter — if  they  postponed  the  day  of  settlement 
and  put  these  things  off  in  view  of  great  consti- 
tutional questions  and  matters  of  that  kind — 
they  would  have  such  an  amount  of  misery 
brought  about  in  the  country  as  would  make  them 
blush  for  their  apathy  and  indifference.  He 
hoped  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Bruce  would  take .  precedence,  and  that  a 
Committee  would  be  appointed  of  persons  prac- 
tically acquainted  with  the  things  they  were  to 
take  in  hand — not  theoretic  men,  but  men  with  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  subject  with  which 
they  had  to  deal. 

Mr.  SWANSON  very  seldom  differed  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  who 
he  understood  was  not  a  free-trader.  He  thought 
it  was  the  duty  of  protectionists  and  free-traders 
to  go  together  as  far  as  they  could.  The  Com- 
mittee now  proposed  would  be  able  to  act  at  once 
Mr.  Speight 


and  obtain  a  great  deal  of  useful  information,  and 
effect  might  be  given  this  session  to  their  reoom- 
mendation.  The  result  would  greatly  facilitate 
the  fostering  and  encouraging  of  local  industries 
throughout  the  colony.  The  inforniation  which 
this  motion  sought  for  was  as  to  what  relief 
could  be  afforded  to  manufacturers  in  the  colony 
by  admitting  articles  free.  It  was  different  from 
the  motions  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West.  He  had  received  letters  from  various 
manufacturers  in  Auckland ;  he  had  received 
petitions  which  he  would  have  presented,  had 
it  not  been  for  these  motions  being  on  the  Order 
Paper.  One  was  to  the  effect  that  bolts  and 
nuts  for  shipbuilding  purposes  should  be  ad- 
mitted duty-free.  Tbs  duty  had  been  paid  under 
protest,  and  he  expected  to  be  able  to  get  the 
money  remitted.  He  had  letters  from  barney- 
makers  and  others,  complaining  of  duties  im- 
posed in  connection  with  their  respective  indus- 
tries. Owing  to  the  remissions  he  liad  been  able 
to  get  made,  hat-manufacturing  had  become  a 
thriving  industry,  and  a  great  many  young  men 
were  learning  the  business  all  over  the  countrr. 
The  late  Colonial  Treasurer  had  made  consider- 
able remissions  in  favour  of  boot-makers,  whidi 
made  the  difference  between  carrying  on  the 
industry  at  a  profit  or  a  loss.  He  thought  they 
ought,  if  possible,  to  agree  to  adopt  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Chrbtchurch  City 
unanimously.  They  should  endeavour  to  promote 
industries  in  the  colony,  and  afford  employment; 
otherwise  he  did  not  know  what  was  to  become 
of  the  young  men  who  were  growing  up  in  the 
colonv.  The  small  direct  loss  to  the  revenue 
would  be  little  compared  to  the  great  indirect 
gain,  as  the  spending  power  of  the  colony  would 
be  enormously  increased.  If  they  could  not  agree 
about  anything  else,  he  hoped  they  would  agree 
to  adopt  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Christchurch  City,  which  he  most  heartily  in- 
dorsed. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  the  question  raised  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East  was 
one  of  the  burning  questions  of  the  day,  and  be 
hoped  they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing it  this  session.  The  adoption  of  the 
motion  he  (Mr.  Murray)  had  placed  on  the  Order 
Paper  would  prepare  the  way  for  dealing  with 
another  branch  of  the  question,  and  for  the 
Commission  of  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  West  had  given  notice.  He 
trusted  they  were  all  acting  with  a  desire  to  attain 
the  same  object.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  jn^o- 
posal  to  appoint  a  Commission,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  agree  to  the  motion  now  before  it. 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  think  it  a  loss  of  time  to 
discuss  the  matter  now  before  the  House.  He 
believed  there  was  hardly  any  subject  which 
could  more  worthily  engage  their  time  and  atten- 
tion. The  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down  had  stated  his  opinion  that  a  Commis- 
sion should  be  appointed,  and  also  the  proposed 
Committee.  It  would,  however,  be  inconvenient 
to  have  two  bodies  dealing  with  the  same  subject. 
The  adoption  of  the  addition  to  the  original  motion 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  lor  Wdling- 
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ton  City  would  probably  be  the  best  solution  of 
the  question.  It  would  extend  the  scope  of  the 
Committee's  inquiry.  In  the  first  instance,  the 
inquiry  would  be  directed  to  that  branch  of  the 
subject  to  which  the  motion  referred — namely,  the 
manner  in  which  manufacturers  could  be  encou- 
raged  by  lessening  or  abolishing  duties  at  present 
levied  on  articles  used  by  them  in  their  respective 
manufactures.  Then,  tlie  proposed  addition  was 
to  this  effect:  *'and  other  means  by  whicli  the 
establishment  of  coloniul  industries  and  local 
manufactures  may  be  promoted."  That  would 
cover  the  whole  subject.  This  Committee  could 
be  appointed  at  once,  and  proceed  with  its  work. 
When  they  would  arrive  at  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce  was,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  Order  Paper,  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable uncertainty;  and  it  would  be  a  great 
pity  that  much  time  should  be  lost  before  enter- 
ing upon  such  an  important  inquiry.  For  these 
reasons,  ho  hoped  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce 
would  see  his  way  to  agree  to  tliis  addition.  If 
any  modification  of  the  personnel  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  required  to  suit  the  views  of  honor- 
able gentlemen,  no  doubt  that  could  be  arranged. 
The  appointment  of  this  Committee  was  in  no 
way  antagonistic  to  the  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  West,  whose  speech 
on  the  subject  was  a  very  valuable  and  instructive 
one  :  on  the  ooiftrary,  he  thought  the  operations 
of  the  Committee  would  rather  lead  up  to  the 
appointment  of  the  Commission  the  honorable 
gentleman  wished  appointed.  In  ti)e  meantime, 
the  Committee  could  collect  valuable  information 
and  materials,  with  which  the  House  could  deal 
during  the  present  session.  The  labours  of  a  Com- 
mission would  not  bear  fruit  unt  il  a  year  hence, 
and  it  was  desirable  that  in  a  matter  of  such  im- 
portance so  much  time  should  not  be  lost.  Speak- 
ing generally  upon  the  subject,  he  agreed  that  it 
was  of  the  highest  importance  that  they  should 
promote  the  establishment  of  manufactures  in 
this  colony.  They  should  decide  what  industries 
and  manufactures  this  part  of  the  world  offered 
the  greatest  natural  facilities  for.  They  should 
direct  their  efforts  to  the  development  of  those 
natural  resources  of  which  this  colony  had  such 
an  abundant  supply,  and  which  it  was  their  duty 
not  to  leave  undeveloped.  Whilst  he  believed,  as 
a  practical  farmer,  that  farming,  in  a  new  country 
with  such  soil  and  climate  as  we  had,  must  for 
many  years  to  come  be  the  backbone  of  the 
colony,  still  they  would  never  be  able  to  afford 
employment  to  a  large  population  at  remunerative 
wages,  unless  they  did  their  best  to  add  to  that 
industry  varied  local  manufactures.  He  thought 
every  one  who  wished  well  to  the  colony,  and  who 
wished  it  to  support  a  large  population,  with  every 
material  comfort  surrounding  it,  should  endea- 
vour to  co-operate,  regardless  altogether  of  party 
considerations,  in  a  work  of  this  character.  He 
thought  they  all  agreed  upon  that,  but  he  was 
afraid  there  was  some  little  danger  lest  on  this 
occasion  the  rival  claims  of  Committee-promoters 
might  stand  in  the  way.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  they  would  sink  their  differences  and  agree 
to  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City,  vrhich  would  have  the  effect  of 


delegating  to  this  one  Committee  the  task  of  in- 
quiring into  the  whole  subject,  so  that  they  might 
get  to  work  at  once.  If  any,  change  in  the 
personnel  of  the  Committee  were  required,  he  was 
quite  sure  his  honorable  friend  would  raise  no 
objection  to  that  change  being  made. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  suggested  that  the  two  resolu- 
tions might  be  put  into  one,  and  thus  double 
work  saved. 

Mr.  SUEPHARD  said  that,  whilst  ho  entirely 
agreed  with  the  objects  of  this  Committee,  and 
with  much,  though  not  all,  that  had  fallen  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East, 
he  could  not  but  think  it  rather  unfair  that 
Parliament  should  be  blamed  for  not  having  paid 
attention  to  this  matter.  When  the  Premier  sat 
on  that  side  of  the  House  in  1871.  he  moved  for 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  native  industries. 
That  Committee  sat  for  several  sessions,  and  was 
made  a  joint  Committee  with  one  from  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  and  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
information  was  obtained  from  all  parts  of  the 
colony.  He  (Mr.  Shephard)  was  a  member  of 
that  Committee,  and  he  remembered  that  a  great 
deal  of  useful  information  on  the  subject  was 
placed  in  the  Blue  Books.  It  would  be  found, 
on  reference  to  these,  that  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  work  already  done^  and  the  present  Committee 
would  do  very  well  to  look  it  up  before  they 
entered  on  their  labours.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  was  a  member  of  the  Committee, 
and  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention,  as 
he  alvtays  did,  to  the  matter  submitted  for  in- 
vestigation. Tlie  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East  had  referred  to  the  removal  of 
the  timber  duty.  In  his  (Mr.  Shcphard's)  own 
district,  the  removal  of  that  duty  had  produced  a 
most  injurious  effect  upon  an  important  branch  of 
industry,  which  was  not  merely  giving  employ- 
ment to  a  great  many  men,  but  was  the  meaus  of 
opening  up  the  country  for  settlement  by  the 
clearing-away  of  the  forest.  The  timber  intro- 
duced to  New  Zealand  was  of  an  inferior  quality 
to  that  sawn  in  this  country.  Ho  did  not  think, 
although  the  price  was  somewhat  lower,  that 
there  was  any  economy  in  using  imported  tim- 
ber. By  removing  the  timber  duty,  they  were 
certainly  not  proceeding  in  a  right  direction ;  it 
was  not  a  proper  course  to  pursue  to  bring  men 
into  the  country,  and  take  away  the  means  by 
which  employment  would  be  afforded  them.  The 
taking-away  of  a  small  duty  upon  grain  and  flour 
imported  from  other  countries  had  also  a  most 
injurious  effect  on  the  farming  industry.  The 
duty,  as  it  stood,  had  no  practical  effect  in  raising 
the  price  of  grain  ;  but  it  induced  a  larger  num- 
ber of  persons  to  engage  in  that  industry  than 
was  now  the  case,  when  other  countries  produc- 
ing very  much  larger  quantities,  and  with  much 
cheaper  labour  at  command,  could  flood  the 
colony  with  their  produce.  There  was  one 
other  branch  of  industry  which  he  should  like  to 
see  encouraged  here — he  meant  the  cultivation 
of  hops.  In  Nelson,  the  climate,  as  he  thought 
every  honorable  gentleman  knew,  was  specially 
suited  to  the  cultivation  of  hops.  Hops  had  been 
grown  of  excellent  quality  and  in  large  quantities 
m  Nelson,  giving  employment  to  a  great  number 
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of  persons.  It  was  one  of  those  industries  of  the 
place  in  which  labodr  was  employed  rery  much 
more  largely  than  in  anything  else  ;  and  yet,  from 
the  competition  now  going  on — he  spoke  from  his 
own  knowledge — some  of  the  most  enterprising, 
energetic,  and  industrious  cultivators  had  had  to 
give  up.  Their  capital  was  wasted  ;  they  could  not 
possibly  compete  with  hops  brought  in  from  Cali- 
fornia, where  a  very  larpo  amount  of  labour  was 
done  by  Chinese.  The  English  labour  could  not 
possibly  compete  with  this,  and,  unless  they  took 
some  means  to  preserve  I  hat  industry,  before 
many  years  it  would  bo  completely  crushed  out 
by  Chinese  competition.  They  talked  very  much 
against  the  introduction  of  Chinese  labour  into 
this  country,  but  it  was  already  competing  with 
them  from  the  other  side  of  the  Pacific.  The  Com- 
mittee would  do  well  to  consider  whether  it  would 
not  be  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  at 
large,  to  impose  a  certain  amount  of  duty  on  im- 
ported hops,  which  would  enable  the  plantations 
in  this  country  to  be  carried  on  with  a  profit  to 
their  owners,  and  to  give  employment,  as  they 
had  do  le  before,  to  a  great  many  people.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  sift  the  matter,  a«id 
do  its  work  thoroughly.  A  Commission  might  be 
appointed  afterwards.  They  would,  however,  ex- 
perience some  difficulty  in  finding  gentlemen  com- 
{>etent  to  carry  on  the  work,  or  who  had  suflloient 
eisure  to  undertake  it ;  and  very  few  metubers  of 
the  House,  he  ventured  to  Fay,  could  spare  the 
time  to  go  about  the  country  and  take  evidence. 
Another  difficulty  presented  itself  from  the  pecu- 
liar state  of  the  law  as  to  the  disqualification 
of  honorable  members.  If  honorable  gentlemen 
were  disposed  to  separate  themselves  from  their 
homes,  and  do  a  great  service  to  the  colony,  the 
Disqualification  Act  prevented  any  payment  from 
being  received ;  they  dared  not  accept  any  con- 
sideration for  the  time  devoted  to  the  work.  He 
thought  it  would  be  well  for  the  Government  to 
consider  whether  members  of  Commissions  of 
that  kind  should  not  be  entitled  to  receive  some 
payment  for  the  valuable  services  they  rendered 
to  the  country. 

Mr.  TOLE  was  glad  to  find  that  there  was  con- 
siderable harmony  on  both  sides  of  the  House  on 
a  question  of  such  magnitude  and  importance, 
and  he  thought  it  was  a  pity  that  one  month  of 
the  session  had  gone  by  without  this  question 
having  been  considered.  There  was  no  doubt  it 
was  a  burning  question  :  in  fact,  in  many  con- 
stituencies it  was  almost  made  a  test  question  as 
to  whether  candidates  would  support  the  pro- 
tection of  local  industries.  And  he  supposed  that 
all  members,  being  Liberals,  during  the  late  elec- 
tions gave  an  answer  in  the  affirmative. 
An  Hon.  Member. — No,  no. 
Mr.  TOLE  said  that  in  many  instances  it  was 
so  —  at  any  rate,  in  the  Province  of  Auckland. 
Jp.  young  countries  local  industries  should  be 
fostered.  There  was  no  doubt  it  was  a  burning 
question,  and  one  to  which  attention  should  be 
given  at  once.  The  popularity  of  it  was  shown 
by  the  fact  that  three  honorable  gentlemen  had 
hurried  on  their  motions  on  the  Ordtr  Paper, 
and  it  had  been  a  race  between  them  which 
should  be  first.  But  there  was  no  accounting 
Mr.  Shephard 


how  they  should  appear  on  the  Order  Fbper.  At 
this  time  each  industry  had  its  own  grievance; 
and  one  amongst  others  had  been  presented  to 
him  particularly  in  Auckland  —  that  ww,  com- 
plaining of  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  fendng 
wire.  It  was  considered  to  be  a  great  grievaaoe 
that,  whilst  persons  engaged  in  the  tin  trade  bad 
to  pay  duty  upon  their  wire,  the  big  squatters  tsd 
land  monopolists  got  off  scot-free.  There  was  »o 
doubt  whatever  that  it  was  a  grievance,  and  it 
showed  that  this,  amongst  other  things  in  the  tariff, 
required  to  bo  revised.  The  question  was,  how  the 
matter  could  be  best  approached — by  Committees 
or  Commissions.  He  thought  this  motion  shoald 
be  carried.  It  affirmed  that  the  question  sboold 
be  inquired  into;  and  there  were  doubtless  a  ptst 
number  of  gentlemen  competent  to  speak  upon 
the  subject,  and  to  give  their  time  and  modi 
valuable  information  thereon,  who  could  be  foand 
to  devote  themselves  to  the  work.  At  the  eame 
time,  he  believed  that,  whilst  this  Committee  nt 
and  gathered  infoimation,  it  would  be  very  ufefol 
as  an  adjunct  to  a  Commission  to  be  appointed 
nt  the  end  of  the  session.  Now,  with  regard  to 
the  question  of  finding  men  to  traiel  round  the 
country,  he  did  not  think  this  was  at  all  neert- 
sary.  The  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West  wouM  recollect  that  a  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed to  look  into  the  state  of  the  gaols.  H« 
did  not  see  why  Commissions  Hiould  not  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  various  provincial  districts.  I^ 
local  Commissions  be  appointed  to  sit  and  tske 
evidence,  and  draw  up  their  reports,  and  collect, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  fullest  information.  Let 
that  be  done  in  the  various  provincial  districts; 
let  the  reports  be  collated,  and  produced  at  the 
next  session  of  Parliament ;  and  by  that  meaDi 
a  thorough  revision  of  the  tariff  could  be  brought 
about.  In  this  manner  the  question  of  disqioli' 
fication  would  not  arise.  He  hoped  the  DK>tioD 
for  the  appointment  of  this  Committee  would  be 
agreed  to ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be,  si 
the  question  evidently  bad  the  sympathy  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  asked  if  he  might  be 
allowed  to  say  one  or  two  words  to  remove  ft 
misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  honorable 
member  who  sat  behind  him,  who  had  said  the 
Q-overnment  had  neglected  local  industries  in  eon- 
nection  with  the  railways.  He  could  assure  tbe 
honorable  gentleman  that  he  was  entirriy  mis' 
taken,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  Government 
had,  at  all  events  during  the  lost  two  years,  en- 
deavoured to  give  every  encouragement  to  locil 
industries  in  connection  with  the  railways;  and 
at  the  present  moment  there  were,  he  supposed, 
from  six  hundred  to  seven  hundred  men  in  ibe 
Government  workshops  manufacturing  and  re- 
pairing plant  for  the  railways  of  the  colony.  He 
hoped  that  very  shortly  the  colony  would  be  in 
a  position  to  make  its  own  locomotives.  Capital 
was  the  great  thing  that  was  required  :  it  would 
take  a  great  deal  of  money  to  start  a  shop  for 
building  locomotives  ;  still  he  thought  they  oagbt 
to  aim  at  it,  and  had  no  doubt  whatever  thai  in 
a  very  short  t  ime  it  would  be  accomplished.  They 
had  abundance  of  the  raw  material  and  oy 
amount  of  skilled  labour  in  the  'country,  and  whit 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1879.] 


Local 


[HOUSE] 


Manufactures, 


441 


was  wanted  was  the  wherewithal  to  set  the  under- 
taking in  motion.  For  example,  he  thought  the 
Taranaki  iron-sand  might  be  turned  to  very  good 
account  in  connection  with  the  railways.  He  was 
certain  that  all  our  railway  wheels  could  be  nmde 
by  castings  from  ihat  sand,  and  could  be  produced 
at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  the  imported  article.  What 
was  wanted  was  some  one  with  sufficient  entcr- 
«prise  and  money  to  start  the  thing.  They  had  a 
Tery  good  plant  at  Taranaki  on  a  small  scale.  He 
took  it  upon  himself,  when  in  the  Government,  to 
hold  out  an  inducement  to  them,  that  if  they 
would  produce  a  good  sample  lie  would  give  them 
an  order  for  £50,000  worth  of  wagon  wheels  and 
iron  to  begin  with.  They  had  produced  some 
wheels  whieh  had  been  sent  to  the  Sydney  Exhi- 
bition, and  which  he  had  every  reason  to  believe 
were  of  good  quality.  In  America  cast- iron 
wheels  were  now  universally  used  instead  of 
wrought-iron  ones,  and  he  hoped  we  should  bo 
able  to  take  a  leaf  out  of  their  book  in  that  respect. 
He  might  say  that  even  now  we  were  manufactur- 
ing wheeb  and  axles  in  the  colony  from  scrap- 
iron,  and  he  expected  that  in  a  short  time  we 
should  be  ^le  to  dispense  with  importing  these 
articles.  As  it  was  now,  the  only  things  we  really 
required  to  import  were  the  springs,  as  we  were 
milking  everything  else  belonging  to  railway  car- 
riages and  trucks.  In  the  workshops  at  Port 
Chalmers,  where  they  had  a  powerful  e team- 
hammer,  there  was  now  being  manufactured  from 
old  iron  a  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  railway 
wheels  and  axles  complete,  with  a  view  of  testing 
the  question  of  cost  as  compared  with  the  im- 
ported article.  There  was  another  interesting 
fact,  which  the  House  would  be  glad  to  hear, 
and  that  was  that,  after  the  present  year,  we 
should  not  require  to  use  any  Newcastle  coal  on 
our  railways.  He  believed  that  by  the  end  of 
this  year  there  would  not  be  an  ounce  of  New- 
castle coal  required  on  any  of  the  railways  in 
New  Zealand,  which  fact  was  in  itself  a  very 
great  encouragement  to  the  local  ind  ustries.  With 
regard  to  the  proposed  Committee,  he  confessed 
that  he  did  not  anticipate  any  very  great  results 
from  it.  He  thought  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West  was  really 
the  right  motion.  As  had  already  been  remarked, 
a  Committee  of  the  House  sat  for  several  sessions 
some  years  ago  and  produced  very  valuable  re- 
ports ;  but  he  was  not  aware  that  any  tangible 
result  had  accrued  from  the  labours  of  that  Com- 
mittee, nor  did  he  think  any  such  result  would 
accrue  in  this  case.  It  was  not  the  right  direction 
which  their  efforts  should  take.  However,  there 
could  be  no  harm  done  by  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee, and  he,  for  one,  would  support  the 
motion. 

Mr.  SW ANSON,  speaking  to  the  amendment, 
said  there  was  no  more  opposition  between  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  and  that  of  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  West  than  there  was  between  a  blacking- 
maker  and  a  bleacher.  The  honorable  member 
for  Christchurch  City  was  a  free-trader— there  were 
a  great  many  free-traders  in  the  House — and  he 
said,  "  Let  us  see  how  far  the  free-traders  can 
go  towards  supporting  Native  industries.    Con- 


fine the  inquiry  to  that.  If  you  introduce  de- 
batable matter,  the  whole  question  ol  free-trade 
and  protection  will  be  raised,  and  there  will  be 
discussion  and  a  collision ;  whereas  the  object 
of  this  Committee  is  simply  to  discover  how  we 
can  assist  the  local  industries,  and  to  draw  up  a 
list  of  articles  whicli  can  be  admitted  free,  without 
damage  to  any  of  the  industries  at  present  being 
carried  on  in  the  colony.'*  The  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce,  or  that  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West,  as  the 
ease  might  be,  would  come  on,  and  then  the  ques- 
tion of  protection  could  be  fairly  raised.  There 
was  nothing  in  ^the  speech  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  which  smacked  in 
the  slightest  degree  of  protection,  while  it  showed 
a  desire  to  encourage  local  industries  where  pos- 
sible. He  could  lay  letters  on  the  subject  before 
the  Committee,  and  point  out  cases  in  which 
articles  might  be  admitted  free,  thus  enabling 
more  labour  to  be  employed  than  would  otherwise 
be  the  case.  If  they  could  get  help  from  the 
free-traders  in  that  way,  by  all  means  let  them 
do  so.  He  would  bo  very  sorry  indeed  to  see 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church City  hampered  with  any  debatable  matter, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  carried. 

Mr.  DICK  was  very  glad  that  such  a  Com- 
mittee as  this  had  been  proposed  to  the  House. 
It  was  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity  that  they 
should  inquire  into  these  matters,  and  he  wns 
glad  that  the  House  had  at  last  got  at  something 
like  business.  This  Committee  would,  he  pre- 
sumed, if  appointed,  consider  the  question  of 
what  duties  could  be  taken  off  for  manufactures — 
that  was  to  say,  whether,  in  some  cases,  the  duty 
might  be  charged  to  the  public,  and  be  made  a 
drawback  or  allowance  where  the  article  was 
going  to  be  used  for  manufacture  ;  and  in  other 
ways  the  question  might  be  investigated.  Per- 
haps they  would  do  better  to  leave  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  as 
it  stood,  and  take  the  others  as  they  came  on  ; 
they  were  to  some  extent  of  a  different  character. 
He  was  much  pleased  at  hearing  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  in 
reference  to  what  had  been  done  in  connection 
with  the  public  works  of  the  colony.  His  own 
opinion  was  previously  that  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  had  much  neglected  the  colonial 
industries,  and  had  sent  Home  orders  where 
there  was  no  necessity  to  do  so.  He  knew  ^hat 
the  complaint  had  been  that,  whilst  orders  for 
thousands,  and  perhaps  even  more  than  thou- 
sands, went  Home,  there  would  be  a  small  con- 
tract given  in  the  colony,  just  to  try  whether  the 
thing  could  be  done  at  the  same  price ;  and  the 
complaint  was,  "  How  can  we,  having  an  order 
for  two  or  three,  compete  with  those  who  have 
orders  for  hundreds  ?  "  In  Dunedin,  there  were 
manufacturers  who  said  that  if  they  received  an 
order  for  two  hundred  railway  carriages  they 
would  compete  with  the  Home  manufacturer  at 
once.  When  he  was  in  Dunedin  the  other  day 
he  was  shown  a  tram-car  which  had  just  been 
manufactured,  and  which  was  in  every  way  equal 
to  any  which  had  been  imported  ;  and  tlie  manu- 
facturer told  him  he  could  produce  the  car  for 
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£30  less  than  had  to  be  paid  for  an  imported  one. 
Now,  these  matters  might  be  inyestigated  hy  the 
proposed  Committee  and  rerj  important  facts 
brought  to  light.  Even  the  publication  of  what 
could  be  found  out  with  regard  to  these  matters 
throughout  the  colony,  would  be  in  itself  a  great 
advantage.  It  would  open  the  eyes  of  the  public 
to  what  could  be  really  undertaken  in  the  colony 
in  the  way  of  manufactures.  He  did  not  tliink 
that  the  Taranaki  iron-sand,  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  spoke  so  much  about, 
was  likely  to  be  such  a  success  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  predicted.  He  was  sometimes  apt  to 
think  that  the  honorable  gentleman  gave  en- 
couragement where  it  would  bo  better  to  dis- 
courage. There  had  been'a  great  deal  of  money 
lost  already  in  connection  with  this  Taranaki 
sand,  and  he  was  afraid  it  was  luring  men  on  to 
their  injury  to  encourage  them  by  telling  them 
this  sand  could  be  utilized.  However,  if  men 
had  money  to  spend  in  that  way,  perhaps  it 
would  be  an  advantage  somehow.  His  object  in 
rising  was  to  express  his  approval  of  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City. 

Mr.  OLIVER  hoped  the  House  would  con- 
sent to  the  appointment  of  this  Committee.  It 
was  no  doubt  true  that  local  industries  in  this 
country  were  protected  to  a  great  extent  by  our 
position  as  an  island  distant  from  the  great  sources 
of  supply  and  manufacture.  They  were  protected 
by  the  freight  which  it  was  necessary  to  pay  to 
import  goods,  by  the  items  of  insurance,  agency, 
and  other  cliarges.  If  honorable  gentlemen  im- 
porting goods  were  to  set  themselves  to  ascertain 
the  real  cost  of  these  goods,  they  would  find  that 
at  least  ten  separate  items  of  expenditure  had 
to  be  added  to  the  invoice  price  before  the  real 
cost  was  arrived  at ;  so  that,  to  start  with,  local 
industries  were  to  some  extent  protected.  But 
there  was  no  doubt  that,  in  the  past,  import  duties 
had  not  been  levied  with  discrimination.  The 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West  had 
refered  to  the  industry  of  carriage-making,  which 
was  growing  up  in  various  parts  of  the  colony. 
Now,  this  colony  did  not  furnish  the  requisite 
timber  for  the  manufacture  of  carriages,  to  enable 
us  to  compete  with  the  American  and  English 
articles.  The  timber  used  in  the  construction  of 
buggies  and  carrioges  must,  to  a  great  extent,  bo 
imported.  While  that  timber  was  admitted  into 
the  colony  free,  duty  was  imposed  on  tiie  manu- 
factured article,  which  aflforded  some  little  pro- 
tection. But  the  effect  of  this  was  altogether 
nullified  by  heavy  duties  being  charged  on  the 
various  articles  which  were  required  to  make  up 
a  carriage  and  which  could  not  yet  be  made  in 
the  colony.  For  instance,  a  duty  was  imposed 
on  buggy  lamps,  on  the  leather,  the  cloth,  the 
nails,  and  the  plated-ware  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  buggy.  All  the  malleable  iron  wliicli 
must  bo  used,  and  wliich  could  not  be  made  in 
the  colony  —  the  axles,  the  springs,  and  the 
tires  of  the  wheels  —  was  chargeable  with  the 
duty;  so  that,  although  it  appeared  that  a 
carriage  manufacturer  who  started  the  indus- 
try in  the  colony  enjoyed  some  protection,  the 
benefit  which  he  derived  from  that  protection  was 
very  much  reduced  by  his  having  to  pay  duty  on 
Mr,  Dick 


all  the  necessary  articles  ho  had  just  mentiooed. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  our  financial  conditioxi 
would  necessitate  a  reconstruction  of  the  tariff, 
and  in  that  reconstruction  the  evidence  which 
would  be  obtained  by  such  a  Committee  as  that 
now  proposed  would  no  doubb  be  very  useful 
indeed.  Although  he  was  not  a  protectionist, 
yet  he  thought,  if  they  had  to  impose  duties  for 
the  sake  of  revenue,  they  might  just  as  well  im- 
pose them  on  those  articles  which  could  be  pro- 
duced in  the  colony,  and  so  encourage  native 
industries.  With  regard  to  what  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  had  just  aaid,  he 
must  confess  ho  did  not  expect  any  very  good 
results  from  the  endeavour  to  establish  as  au 
industry  the  manufacture  of  steel  from  the  Tara- 
naki sand.  The  fact  was,  that  some  very  valuable 
discoveries  in  the  manufacture  of  steel  bad  been 
made  within  the  last  few  years,  and  the  pcitent 
which  was  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Bessemer  up  to  a  few 
years  ago  had  expired,  so  that  steel  rails  were 
now  being  manufactured  in  England  at  a  les8oo«fe 
than  was  paid  a  few  years  ago  for  iron  rails. 
When  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
made  a  proposal  about  a  year  ago  to  the  English 
manufacturers  to  come  out  and  manufacture 
steel  rails  in  the  colony  from  the  material  Nature 
had  so  abundantly  provided  us  with,  he  (Mr. 
Oliver)  foretold  that  it  would  come  to  nothing,  be- 
cause steel  rails  were  being  manufactured  at  such  a 
low  price  in  England  that  any  person  who  endea- 
voured to  establish  an  industry  of  the  kind  here 
must  labour  under  a  very  considerable  disadvan- 
tage. In  the  first  place,  there  were  no  skilled 
workmen  here.  Not  only  would  the  furnaces,  the 
rollers,  and  the  whole  of  the  appliances  have  to 
be  imported,  but  the  workmen  would  have  to  be 
brought  out ;  workmen's  houses  would  have  to 
be  erected ;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  without  a  much 
better  prospect  of  larger  profits  than  the  present 
state  of  the  markets  in  Europe  held  out,  it  would 
be  useless  to  expect  that  English  capitalists  would 
come  out  to  start  the  industry  here.  As  to  the 
utilization  of  the  Taranaki  iron-sand,  that  ques- 
tion had  been  before  the  public  for  the  last 
fourteen  years.  In  1867,  after  consulting  some 
steel  manufacturers  in  England  on  the  subject, 
some  friends  of  his  sent  twenty  tons  of  Tarainaki 
iron-sand  to  England,  with  the  view  of  liaving 
it  operated  upon  by  skilled  workmen  ;  but  the 
experiment  resulted  in  failure.  He  was  shown  a 
very  fine  penknife  that  was  made  from  it,  but, 
beyond  the  production  of  such  small  articles,  the 
attempt  to  utilize  the  Taranaki  iron-sand  liad  come 
to  nothing.  The  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  mentioned  that  cast-iron  wheels  had 
been  made  in  the  colony  for  some  time.  That 
was  perfectly  true,  but  they  could  be  imported 
from  America  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  tliej 
could  be  made  from  the  Taranaki  iron-sand.  He 
hoped,  notwithstanding  the  non-success  of  the 
efforts  already  made  to  cstabhsh  certain  indus- 
tries in  the  colony,  that  the  result  of  the  labours 
of  this  Committee  would  be  such  as  to  assist  ia 
giving  an  impetus  to  their  establishment,  and 
thus  remove  the  necessity  for  importing  so  many 
articles  of  commerce. 
Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  said  the  remarics  of  the 
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honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  with  refer- 
ence to*the  construction  of  carriage  wheels  from 
the  Taranaki  iron-sand  induced  him  to  offer  a 
few  obser rations  on  the  general  question.  He  was 
glad  the  honorable  gentleman  had  devoted  some 
attention  to  the  matter,  because  the  manufacture 
not  only  of  carriage  wheels,  but  of  many  other 
articles  that  were  imported  into  the  colony,  was  a 
subject  well  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  gentle- 
men occupying  the  position  of  Ministers.  In 
connection  with  the  subject,  he  would  refer  to  the 
Parapara  Iron  Company  of  CoUingwood.  So  far 
as  he  was  able  to  judge,  he  thought  the  quality  of 
the  iron  ore  there  was  far  superior  to  any  that 
had  yet  been  referred  to.  During  the  last  four  or 
fire  years,  while  the  pubUc  works  of  New  Zea- 
land were  in  full  swing,  they  had  spent  some- 
thing like  two  millions  of  money  in  importing 
iron  rails ;  while  at  the  Parapara,  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  sea,  there  was  to  be  found  an  iron  ore 
which  contained  a  Tery  large  and  unusual  per- 
centage of  red  hematite,  or  red  oxide  of  iron — 
the  iron  used  in  the  Bessemer  process  referred  to 
by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works.  He  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  percentage  of  iron  in 
this  ore  was  unusually  great,  far  greater  than 
was  found  in  similar  products  in  Europe,  and  it 
was  not  found  far  beneatli  the  ground  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Austrian  and  other  Continental  mines, 
but,  as  the  result  of  volcanic  action,  was  to  be 
found  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  in  hum- 
mocks— in  fact,  in  little  hills  of  iron  ore.  Now, 
considering  the  large  sums  of  money  they  had 
spent  in  the  purchase  of  rails  under  the  public 
works  policy,  he  thought  it  would  not  have  been 
at  all  unwise  to  have  t»pent,  say,  £50,000  towards 
the  erection  of  smelting  works  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Parapara,  where  they  might  produce  all 
the  rails  required  within  the  linnts  of  the  colony. 
That  would  be  a  rery  great  benefit.  He  should  be 
very  glad  to  hear  that  something  could  be  done 
with  the  Taranaki  iron-sand  ;  but  the  absence  of 
coal  in  tlie  immediate  neighbourhood  made  the 
success  of  the  industry  very  doubtful.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Parapara  there  was  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  coal.  He  admitted  that  the 
seams  were  not  of  large  size  ;  but  on  the  West 
Coast,  at  no  great  distance  from  the  Parapara, 
was  to  be  found  one  of  the  largest  deposits  of 
coal  south  of  the  equator,  which,  according  to 
results  obtained  at  Woolwich  Arsenal,  contained 
a  larger  percentage  of  curbou  than  any  other 
coal.  Even  before  he  entered  the  House  he 
had  often  thought  tliat  this  was  a  subject  which 
should  occupy  the  attention  of  those  who  were 
intrusted  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  publio 
works  policy  ;  and,  if  there  was  a  probability 
that  much  more  money  would  have  to  be  spent 
in  the  purchase  of  iron  rails,  they  ought  to 
consider — looking  at  the  large  deposits  of  iron 
and  coal  that  existed  in  the  colony  —  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  for  the  Govern ment  to 
step  in  and  establish  smelting  works  on  their 
own  account,  or  give  assistance  in  some  shape, 
so  that  the  rails  required  might  be  manu- 
factured within  the  colony.  As  to  any  inter- 
ference with  the  doctrine  of  free-trade,  he  might 
point  out  that  MiU,  who  was  the  leading  writer  on 


free-trade,  admitted  that  local  industries  formed 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule  laid  down  by 
him ;  and  Mill  added  that  where  the  natural 
capacity  of  a  country  was  such  that,  by  en- 
couraging local  industry,  it  would  in  a  few 
years  be  able  to  compete  successfully  with  the 
manufactures  of  other  countries,  it  was  justifi- 
able to  depart  from  the  ordinary  doctrine  of 
free-trade,  and  support  those  industries.  Passing 
from  that  subject,  he  would  refer  to  the  remarks 
of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  who  said  that 
steel  rails  and  railway  material  from  other  coun- 
tries, could  be  imported  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
they  could  be  produced  here.  Of  course,  if  a 
considerable  saving  could  be  made,  it  would  be 
proper  to  import ;  but,  unless  the  saving  was  some- 
thing considerable,  he  thought  it  would  be  much 
better,  and  more  profitable,  to  spend  the  money 
within  our  own  limits.  It  was  purely  a  ques- 
tion of  degree.  Beference  had  been  made  to  the 
manufactures  in  the  district  from  which  he  came, 
and  ho  would  take  the  opportunity  to  point 
to  many  such  that  that  were  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. For  instance,  there  was  the  hematite 
paint,  which  was  made  from  the  ore  at  Parapara. 
That  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  paints  for 
out-door  work.  There  were  a  soap  factory  and 
dye-works  in  Nelron,  and  not  long  ago  the  City 
Council  granted  a  lease  of  a  city  reserve  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  chinaware  factory,  the 
proprietor  of  which  was  now  importing  macbinerr 
from  England,  with  a  view  to  making  ordi- 
nary cups  and  saucers  from  Nelson  clay.  He 
thought  they  might  go  a  little  further,  and  refer 
to  the  valuable  report  prepared  for  the  Sydney 
Exhibition  by  Dr.  Hector,  which  would  convince 
anybody  that  they  had  within  this  colony  very 
great  facilities  for  the  estabUshment  of  manu- 
factories. They  had  a  wonderful  climate,  coal  and 
iron  in  large  quantities  and  in  accessible  places, 
and  unlimited  supplies  of  wood.  They  had  every- 
thing that  was  required  to  establish  local  indus- 
tries, and  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  if  they  did 
not  enter  upon  the  question  with  a  determination 
to  do  more  for  those  industries  than  had  been 
done  for  years  past. 

Mr.  G-IBBS  hoped  that,  whilst  considering  this 
question  of  encouraging  local  industries  and  re- 
moving duties  from  those  articles  imported  which 
were  likely  to  be  used  in  and  to  assist  to  make  pro- 
fitable those  industries,  the  Committee  would  be 
careful  that  they  did  not  go  too  far,  and  commit 
the  mistake  made  last  year,  when  the  duties 
were  removed  from  Umber,  flour,  &c.,  whereby 
ruin  had  been  brought  on  those  engaged  in  the 
timber  trade,  and  those  who  had  property  in 
coasting  vessels,  both  matters  of  large  importance. 
The  Minister  for  Public  Works  had  referred  to 
articles  used  in  the  building  of  carriages,  such  as 
leather,  steel,  and  plated  goods,  some  of  which 
were  already  made  in  the  country,  and  others  in 
all  probability  would  be  made  very  shortly :  they 
might,  whilst  helping  the  carriage-builders,  be 
injuring  others.  He  merely  referred  to  tliese 
matters  as  an  indication  of  his  views  :  but  as  the 
time  for  adjournment  was  near  he  would  not 
detain  the  House,  but  let  the  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed; and  he  hoped  they  would  take  these 
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matters  into  their  c&reful  consideration,  and  that 
their  labours  would  do  something  to  forward  so 
important  a  work. 

ifr.  SEDDON  could  not  allow  the  motion  to 
go  to  a  vote  without  saying  a  few  words,  as  this 
was  a  matter  in  regai^d  to  which  he  felt  Tery 
strongly,  being  a  mechanic  himself.  It  was  one 
of  the  questions  which  were  brought  forward  dur- 
ing the  late  general  elections.  He  found  himself 
rather  in  a  difHculty,  as  the  question  now  stood. 
When  it  was  first  brought  forward  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Stevens), 
the  intention  was  simply  to  ask  for  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  those  articles  an 
import  duty  on  which  interfered  witli  local  manu- 
factures. But  now,'  by  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Levin),  the  whole  tenor  of  the  resolution  was 
altered.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  to  allow 
the  resolution  to  stand  as  it  originally  did,  and  to 
bring  forward  a  separate  resolution  dealing  with 
the  subject  of  the  amendment.  If,  however,  it 
was  the  wish  of  the  House,  he  would  not  object 
to  the  two  being  put  together ;  but,  in  that  case, 
he  must  insist  upon  an  alteration  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Committee.  As  at  present  proposed,  it 
comprised  two  members  from  Bunedin,  two  from 
Chnstchurch,  one  from  Wellington,  two  from 
Nelson,  and  one  from  Auckland  ;  therefore  other 
names  ought  to  be  added,  to  represent  other 
localities.  He  contended  that  the  whole  failure 
of  the  public  works  policy  inaugurated  by  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  was  due  to  the  fact  that  immense 
sums  of  money  were  sent  out  of  the  country  for 
the  purpose  of  importing  material,  machinery, 
and  so  on,  instead  of  extending  the  construction 
of  the  works  over  a  number  of  years,  and  gradu- 
ally, as  the  colony  progressed,  by  offering  bonuses 
or  some  sort  of  protection,  encouraging  the  manu- 
facture of  ironwork  and  other  materials  in  the 
colony.  A  great  and  irreparable  loss  had  been 
entailed  on  the  colony  by  that  Une  of  action  ;  and, 
as  the  last  Parliament  had  authorized  a  further 
loan  for  these  works,  the  House  ought  to  be  very- 
careful  not  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  its  pre- 
decessors. As  an  instance,  he  might  point  out  the 
case  of  the  Waimea  Water-race.  Eighty  thousand 
pounds  had  been  expended  in  the  manufacture 
and  importation  of  pipes  for  that  work.  It  was  at 
first  proposed  that  the  plates  should  be  procured 
at  Home,  and  sent  out  here  ;  that  they  should  be 
punched  or  drilled  here,  and  afterwards  rivettcd 
on  the  spot, — as  there  were  plenty  of  skilled 
mechanics  in  the  place  to  do  the  work.  But  no; 
all  this  money  was  sent  Home,  and  fully  £30,000 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  shippers  and  iron- 
founders,  which  might  very  much  better  have 
been  spent  in  the  colony.  The  question  at 
issue  was  this :  Was  New  Zealand  in  the  posi- 
tion to  coinpete  with  other  countries  in  manu- 
factures ?  He  contended  thot  it  was,  and  for  this 
reason  :  that  we  had  everything  here  necessary 
for  manufactures — gold,  timber,  iron,  coal,  and 
wool.  We  had  every  means  of  making  our  own 
leather,  sand  for  glass,  and  it  was,  besides,  a  wool- 
growing  country  unequalled,  he  believed,  by  any 
m  the  Southern  Hemisphere.  Seeing  that  we 
had  these  products  in  the  colony,  it  would  be  a 
Mr,  Gibbs 


great  sin  and  a  crime  if  the  House  continued  in 
the  course  which  had  been  pursued  in  past  rears. 
It  would  be  acting  against  those  who  followed 
after  ui  if,  having  all  these  products  at  oar  feet 
waiting  to  be  developed,  we  let  them  there  lie, 
and  went  to  other  countries  for  what  we  could  so 
well  produce  ourselves.  He  trusted  the  reso- 
lution of  the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  would  be  carried ;  and,  if  the  amendment 
was  also  carried,  he  hoped  the  persoHnel  would  be 
altered  by  the  addition  of  some  gentlemen  whose 
names  had  been  mentioned  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruoe.  As  he  said  before,  there 
were  only  five  centres  represented  on  the  Com- 
mittee, and  he  thought  other  centres  should  also 
be  represented,  because  in  different  portions  of 
the  colony  there  were  of  course  different  indus- 
tries which  should  be  encouraged,  and  evidence 
would  be  given  by  the  members  who  would  have 
practical  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  the  Tarious 
localities. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  did  not  intend  to  oppose 
the  motion.  He  would  like  that  he,  and  others 
who  thought  with  him,  should  be  allowed  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  upon  the  question,  be- 
cause they  intended  to  traverse  almost  everything 
that  hod  been  said. 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton  had  exactly  described  the  intention  of  his 
resolution.  It  was  not,  as  his  honorable  friend 
opposite  said,  a  matter  between  the  protection- 
ists and  the  free-traders.  The  object  simply  was 
to  give  every  facility  to  local  manufactures  by 
relieving  them  from  any  disabilities  they  might 
bo  labouring  under.  He  had  not  in  any  way 
brought  into  the  subject  any  question  as  to  what 
duties  should  be  imposed  upon  imported  manu- 
factures with  a  view  to  keeping  them  out  and 
enabling  the  local  manufactures  to  compete  with 
them.  That  was  a  totally  different  matter.  That 
might  be  considered  by  a  Committee  appointed 
under  the  propositions  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  Hurst)  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bruce  ;  but  it  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Committee  which  he  (Mr.  Stevens)  asked 
for.  lie  was,  of  course,  in  the  hands  of  the  House 
with  regard  to  the  omendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Wellington  City  ;  but  he  agreed  with 
honorable  members  who  said  that  it  would  bring 
debatable  matter  into  the  discussion,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  original  proposition  would  be  much 
better. 

Amendment  carried,  and  motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

D.  CLIMIE  AND  J.  GWYNNETH. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  would  merely  say  that 
its  object  was  twofold.  The  subject-matter  of 
the  petitions  was  of  sufficient  importance  to  war- 
rant the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to 
consider  it ;  and  the  time  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  was  so  fully  taken  up  that  it  would 
not  be  able  to  go  thoroughly  into  the  matter. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed,  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  petitions  of  Daniel  Climie,  C.E., 
and  John  Gwynneth,  C.E.,  both  of  Wellington. 
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Such  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst,  Mr.  Olirer, 
Mr.  Turnbull,  Mr.  Bryce,  Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Levin,  Mr.  BaUance,  and  tlie  moYcr ;  with 
power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers ;  three  to  be 
a  quorum  ;  and  to  report  in  fourteen  days." — 
(Mr.  Hutchison.) 

Mr.  OLIVER  could  not  agree  to  the  proposal 
of  the  honorable  member.  In  the  ordinary  course 
these  petitions  would  be  referred  to  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee,  and  from  the  composition 
of  that  Committee  the  House  would  have  every 
confidence  tliat  the  petitions  would  receive  every 
consideration.  He  would  strongly  object  himseLP 
to  serve  upon  the  Committee,  because  he  had 
already  made  up  his  mind  upon  the  merits  of 
the  case  from  papers  that  had  come  before  him 
in  his  office. 

Mr.  KELLY  would  submit  that  the  motion 
was  out  of  order.  As  he  had  pointed  out  on  a 
former  occasion,  the  Standing  Orders  required 
that  all  petitions  should  be  referred,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  Classification  Committee,  by 
whom  they  were  referred  to  the  other  Commit- 
tees. The  petition  to  which  this  motion  referred 
had  already  been  presented  to  the  House,  had 
been  dealt  with  by  the  Classification  Committee, 
and  was  now  before  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee, with  a  view  to  a  report  being  made  upon 
it  to  the  House.  He  would  therefore  ask  Mr. 
Speaker  whether,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  could  be  put 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  think  the  House  had 
divested  itself  of  the  right  to  appoint  a  special 
Committee  upon  any  subject  which  might  be 
brought  under  its  notice,  and  which  it  considered 
fit  to  be  referred  to  a  special  Committee. 

Mr.  KELLY  said,  as  that  was  the  case,  he 
would  oppose  the  appointment  of  this  Committee, 
and  ho  did  so  on  principle.  He  had  opposed  such 
Committees  on  former  occasions,  and  the  House 
had  invariably  agreed  with  him  that  it  was  not 
right  to  appoint  Select  Committees  to  consider 
matters  which  were  already  under  the  consi- 
deration of  Sessional  Committees.  What  would 
be  the  position,  if  another  Committee  were  ap- 
pointed to  consider  this  petition  ?  There  would 
be  two  reports  in  the  House.  The  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee  would  first  have  to  bring  up  its 
report,  and  this  new  Committee  now  proposed 
would  have  to  wait  until  that  report  was  brought 
up.  After  the  Pubhc  Petitions  Committee  had 
examined  all  the  witnesses,  and  taken  every  pre- 
caution in  order  to  bring  up  a  proper  report,  this 
new  Committee  would  then  have  to  take  up  the 
case  and  go  over  the  whole  ground  again.  It  was 
very  evident  that  such  a  mode  of  dealing  with 
questions  before  the  Houso  was  not  right. 

The  hour  of  hidf-past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, Mr.  Sfeasbb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BEStTMED. 

Mr.  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

WANaANUI  ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  BILL. 
Mr.  BALLANCE,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  BiU,  said  a  Bill  bearing  exactly  the 
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same  title  was  introduced  by  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Bryce)  in  1876.  That  Bill  proposed  to  regulate 
and  modify  to  a  largo  extent  the  trust  in  respect 
to  an  estate  containing  250  acres,  or  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  whole  area  of  the  Town  of  Wanga- 
nui, which  was  set  aside  in  1852  by  the  then 
Governor,  Sir  George  Grey,  for  educational  pur- 
poses. The  object  of  his  honorable  friend  also 
went  the  length  of  establishing  a  Board  of  Manage- 
ment composed  partly  of  ex  officio^  partly  of  elec- 
tive, and  partly  of  nominated  members.  This 
Bill  differed  from  that  one  in  this  important 
respect,  that  it  only  sought  to  provide  for  the 
school  at  Wanganui  local  management,  and  did 
not  in  any  respect  alter,  modify,  or  change  the 
character  of  the  trust  itself.  The  history  of  the 
trust  must  be  well  known  to  most  of  the  older 
members  of  the  House.  So  far  back  as  1869  a 
Commission  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring into  this  and  other  trusts  throughout  the 
colony  of  a  similar  character,  and  in  the  Appen- 
dix to  the  Journals  of  the  House  for  1870  would 
be  found  the  report  of  that  Commission,  in  which 
it  was  stated, — 

"  The  rents  of  this  estate  have  been  appro- 
priated to  the  erection  of  a  schoolmastor's  house 
and  grammar  school,  except  a  small  portion  to 
the  support  of  the  school,  which,  though  excel- 
lent of  its  kind,  is  not  a  fulfilment  of  the  trusts 
contemplated,  inasmuch  as  the  class  of  children 
apparently  intended  by  the  grant  to  be  benefited 
are  not  such  as  can  afford  to  pay  the  fees  neces- 
sarily payable  to  enable  them  to  attend  the 
school.  Looking  at  the  magnitude  of  the  grant, 
and  the  loss  which  the  people  of  the  place  have 
suffered  by  the  diversion  of  the  land  -from  ita 
original  purpose,  the  Commissioners  recommend 
that  the  land  should,  whenever  practicable,  be 
laid  out  again,  and  rendered  available  for  town 
purposes,  and  that  the  annual  proceeds  should  be 
BO  appropriated  as  to  give  the  inhabitants  of  every 
denomination  and  every  class  a  fair  share  in  the 
benefits  accruing  from  the  grant." 

No  action  whatever  was  taken  upon  that  re- 
port from  1869,  when  the  Commissioners  made 
inquiries  upon  the  spot,  up  to  1875  ;  but  in  1875 
the  people  of  Wanganui  petitioned  the  House  to 
take  some  steps  to  give  effect  to  the  report  of  the 
Commission,  and  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
presented  to  the  House  the  following  report : — 

"  In  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  the  GK>vem- 
ment  ought  to  take  the  subject  of  this  trust  into 
their  most  serious  consideration  during  the  recess, 
with  a  view  to  such  legislative  action  next  session 
as  may  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the 
valuable  estate  in  question  under  trustees  periodi- 
cally elected,  and  for  insuring  the  application  of 
the  proceeds  t<»  the  purposes  originally  intended 
by  the  grant." 

Nothing  was  done  in  1875,  but  in  the  following 
year  the  Bill  already  referred  to  was  introduced 
by  liis  honorable  friend  the  present  Native  Minis- 
ter. The  principal  objection  taken  in  the  House 
in  1876  to  that  Bill  was,  that  it  proposed  to 
modify  the  trust,  and,  so  far  as  he  had  heard — 
and  he  had  read  the  debate  since — no  objection 
was  founded  upon  the  fact  that  the  Bill  proposed 
to  provide  local  management  only  in  terms  of  the 
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report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee.  The 
Bill  was  then  thrown  oat,  and  since  then  a  Royal 
Commission,  appointed  under  the  hand  of  His 
Excellency  the  QoTemor  in  1878,  had  taken 
evidence  upon  the  subject.  Now,  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee,  of  the  report  of  the  Eoyal  Commis- 
sion in  1869,  and  of  the  interim  report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  of  1878,  that  he  had  intro- 
duced this  measure  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
local  management  for  this  important  trust.  He 
might  state  that  it  had  been  proposed  to  deal 
with  this  qaestion  in  the  general  measure  affect- 
ing the  whole  of  the  trusts  of  a  kindred  character 
all  OTer  the  colony  introduced  in  1871  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  the  then  Minister  of  Justice. 
Mr.  Sewell,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Educational  and  Charitable  Trusts  Bill,  described 
very  clearly  the  character  of  the  management  of 
the  trusts  with  which  he  proposed  to  deal.  He 
said, — 

"  Many  of  them  had  been  managed  in  the  best 
manner  that  circumstances  permitted;  but  the 
unfortunate  state  of  the  colony  during  the  last 
ten  years  had  had  the  effect  of  throwing  many  of 
them  into  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition.  The 
institutions  founded  upon  them  had  been  suf- 
fered to  go  to  decay,  and  the  property  had  been 
neglected.  The  trusts  were  not  fulfilled ;  and  it 
was  the  dutv  of  the  State  to  see  after  their  im- 
provement. 

The  honorable  gentleman  said  again, — 

"There  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  ob- 
jects for  which  these  charities  were  founded  had 
altogether,  as  it  were,  missed,  and  they  required 
now  to  be  rearranged." 

The  management  of  this  trust  in  Wanganui 
came  under  the  description  of  the  trusts  referred 
to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  as  badly  managed— as 
trusts  which  had  "  missed  " — because  he  thought 
the  evidence  which  the  House  had  before  it  au- 
thentically and  officially  produced  would  show 
conclusively  that  there  was  no  trust  in  the  colony 
which  had  been  worse  managed  than  this  trust  in 
Wanganui.  The  Bojal  Commission  appointed 
in  X878  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  higher  educa- 
tion took  evidence  upon  tliis  question,  and  two 
important  witnesses  were  examined  upon  the 
subject.  One  of  these  witnesses  was  an  old 
settler  of  Wanganui,  a  very  intelligent  person, 
Mr.  Peat ;  and  the  other  was  the  Bishop  of  Wel- 
lington, who  was  appointed  under  the  Bishop  of 
New  Zealand  TrusU  Act  of  1858.  The  ques- 
tions and  answers  of  the  first  witness  were  as 
follow : — 

"6321.  Do  you  know  whether  the  people  of 
Wanganui  generally  are  satisfied  with  the  present 
condition  of  things  with  regard  to  this  trust  ? — 
No,  they  are  not ;  they  are  very  dissatisfied. 

*'5322.  Will  you  state  on  what  grounds  the 
dissatisfaction  is  based? — They  say  the  trust  is 
not  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended, and  it  has  always  been  mismanaged. 
The  estate  has  not  produced  what  it  ought  to 
have  produced  ;  and  at  present  the  school  is  only 
for  a  certain  class — the  wealthy  class — and  there 
are  only  a  few — about  twenty,  I  think — attend- 
Mr,  BcUlance 


I  ing  it.  If  the  estate  were  well  managed,  it  might 
be  put  to  far  better  use. 

"  5323.  Br,  Hector  J]  You  say  there  are  about 
twenty  attending  ? — I  have  been  told  that  by  the 
scholars  themselves — about  twenty  this  present 
quartor. 

''5324.  Tou  do  not  know  what  the  averife 
attendance  last  year  was  ? — It  was  much  higb^. 
The  numbers  are  decreasing  daily. 

**  5325.  We  have  a  return  which  states  that  it 
was  thirty-six.  Would  that  be  about  the  num- 
ber ? — ^Yes,  up  to  the  end  of  last  year ;  because 
at  the  beginning  of  last  year  there  were  about 
fifty,  and  the  numbers  decreased  after  Mr. 
Godwin  left.  I  am  speaking  of  the  present 
quarter,  from  what  the  boys  tell  me.  1  think 
there  were  about  twenty-five  last  quarter." 

That  was  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  witnesses, 
who,  he  might  at  once  explain,  was  slightly  ad- 
verse to  the  trust.  But  he  would  take  another 
witness,  the  Bishop  of  Wellington,  who  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  trust — who,  in  fact,  was 
one  of  the  trustees — and  he  would  give  some  of 
that  witness's  answers.    One  question  was, — 

*'5357.  Is  the  estate  being  administered  now 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  class  in  Wanganui, 
or  for  the  benefit  of  a  class  above  them  ? — The 
children  who  attend  the  school  at  present  have 
to  pay  from  £6  to  £7  a  year." 

Now,  as  honorable  members  would  see  in  the 
Schedule,  by  the  terms  of  the  deed  of  trust  this 
trust  was  made  **  for  the  education  of  the  children 
of  our  subjects  of  all  races,  and  the  children  of 
other  poor  and  destitute  persons  being  inhabi- 
tants of  the  islands  of  the  South  Pacific  Oc^m." 
So  that,  instead  of  this  institution  being  devoted 
to  poor  children  generally,  the  revenue  from  it 
was  now  entirely  absorbed  in  educating  about 
twenty  children  the  sons  of  the  most  wealthy 
portion  of  the  community,  and  the  fees,  as  the 
Bishop  himself  states,  amounted  to  £6  or  £7  a 
year.    The  next  questions  were, — 

"  5368.  Then  there  has  been  a  falling-off  in  the 
school? — I  do  not  care  to  say  more  than  that 
the  master  we  had  for  about  twelve  months — I 
did  not  know  all  the  particulars  about  him — was 
eccentric,  and  that  the  school  fell  off  without 
one's  knowing  much  about  it. 

"  5373.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  school  was 
attended  by  children  of  all  denominations  ? — ^Yes ; 
but  possibly  wo  should  now  be  inclined  to  restrict 
it  and  make  it  more  of  a  Church  school,  if  the 
community  wore  well  supplied  with  the  high 
school  and  other  schools." 

They  had  this  position :  that,  in  the  first  place, 
one  of  those  trustees  who  resided  in  the  City  of 
Wellington  actually  admitted  that  he  knew  very 
little  indeed  about  it ;  and  he  (Mr.  BaUance) 
might  state  that  the  whole  of  jthe  trustees  resided 
at  a  distance  from  the  Town  of  Wanganui ;  he  be- 
lieved the  whole  of  them  were  resident  in  the  City 
of  Wellington.  He  could  assure  the  House  that 
this  estate  was  managed  entirely  by  a  commission 
agent,  under  a  power  of  attorney  from  those 
trustees :  that,  wnen  the  property  was  leased  or 
re-lcased,  instead  of  public  tenders  being  called 
for  or  publication  taking  place,  in  a  mi^ori^  of 
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instances  those  re-leases  were  gircn,  and  new 
leases  were  made  out  bj  private  agreement.  He 
thought  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  those  trustees 
knew  Tery  little  indeed  of  the  management,  of 
the  trust.  The  next  position  was  this — and  he 
thought  it  was  one  of  even  greater  importance : 
It  would  be  noticed  from  the  Schedule  that  this 
valuable  trust  was  intended  for  children  of  all 
denominations,  and  not  for  children  of  one  deno- 
mination. He  believed  a  valuable  legal  opinion 
had  been  given  upon  this  question  by  one  of  the 
highest  legal  authorities  in  the  colony,  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  intended  for  children  of  all 
denominations,  and  not  for  children  of  one.  Now, 
they  had  the  admission  of  one  of  the  trustees 
that  his  intention  was  to  "  restrict  it,'*  and  make 
this  property  applicable  to  the  children  of  one 
denomination  only — the  children  of  Church  of 
England  parents.  Another  question,  which  con- 
firmed exactly  the  position  he  hod  taken  up,  he 
would  read  to  the  House :  '*  How  is  Wanganui 
supplied  at  the  present  time  with  institutions  for 
secondary  education  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  am 
competent  to  give  an  opinion.  I  have  not  been 
there  very  much."  So  that  really  the  trustees 
left  this  property  to  the  management  of  this  com- 
mission agent,  by  power  of  attorney,  and  knew 
nothing  about  it.  The  next  position  was  this :  that 
for  the  last  two  years  the  average  attendance  was 
fortv-five  children  of  wealthy  parents.  According 
to  tne  evidence  he  had  read,  the  attendance  had 
dwindled  down  to  about  twenty ;  so  that  there 
followed,  as  clearly  as  effect  could  follow  from 
cause,  the  result  of  the  present  system  of  man- 
agement. The  Bill  that  ho  had  introduced  was 
intended  to  do  this,  and  no  more :  To  provide 
a  Board  of  Governors,  appointed  by  the  Governor 
in  Council,  to  manage  this  trust.  In  the  Bill 
before  the  House  the  members  of  the  Board  were 
to  be  nominated  by  the  Governor  in  Council; 
but  he  might  explain  that  this  was  merely  a 
matter  of  detail.  So  far  as  the  constitution  of 
the  Board  was  concerned,  if  the  principle  of 
local  management  were  conceded,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  allow  the  Board  to  be  constituted  in  any 
manner  the  House  might  think  fit.  The  only 
objection  that  was  taken  to  the  Bill  of  his  honor- 
able friend  in  1876  was  that  it  affected  the  charac- 
ter of  the  tru9t.  Now,  there  was  nothing  in 
this  Bill  which  in  the  slightest  degree  afiected 
or  modified  the  trust  itself.  It  simply  provided 
for  local  management.  He  maintained  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  evidence  adduced,  the  manage- 
ment in  the  past  had  not  been  satisfactory,  and 
he  asked  for  a  local  Board  to  manage  the  institu- 
tion upon  the  spot.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
now,  when  every  one  admitted  the  necessity  for 
more  ample  and  satisfactory  provision  being 
made  for  higher-class  education,  and  consider- 
ing the  limited  amount  of  funds  which  could  be 
spent  in  providing  higher-class  education,  the 
House  would  see  the  expediency  and  sound  policy 
of  enabling  districts  themselves  to  organize  trusts 
and  endowments  which  had  been  set  aside  for 
higher  education.  He  would  now  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  PITT  would  like  to  have  Mr.  Speaker's 
ruling  as  to  whether  or  not  the  Standing  Orders 


relating  to  private  Bills  had  been  complied  with 
in  this  case. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  if  there  were  any  doubt 
as  to  whether  the  Bill  was  a  private  Bill  or  not, 
there  was  a  special  tribunal  appointed  to  consider 
and  determine  that  question.  If  the  Bill  were 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Private  Bills, 
it  would  report  whether  this  was  a  private  Bill  or 
not.  The  honorable  member  oould  make  a  mo- 
tion,  if  he  thought  fit,  that  the  BUI  be  referred 
to  that  Committee. 

Mr.  PITT  moved.  That  the  Bill  stand  referred 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Private  Bills.  He 
thought  there  was  no  doubt,  looking  at  the  Bill, 
that  it  was  a  private  Bill.  Standing  Order  31, 
relative  to  private  Bills,  stated,  ''  Such  declara- 
tion shall  state  if  the  proposed  Bill  gives  power 
to  effect  any  of  the  following  objects  —  that  is 
to  say :  Power  to  interfere  with  any  Crown, 
ecclesiastical,  or  corporation  property,  or  property 
held  in  trust  for  public  or  charitable  purposes. 
It  was  perfectly  clear,  and  the  mover  himself 
must  admit,  that  this  was  a  private  Bill.  He 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  an  ad- 
vertisement signed  by  the  honorable  member  him- 
self, which  appeared  in  the  Wanganui  Chronicle, 
dated  the  16th  October,  1879.  It  was  as  follows  :— 

"Notice. — Wanganui  Industrial  School. — In 
accordance  with  the  Standing  Order  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  I  hereby  give  notice  that  it  is 
intended  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 
constituting  a  Board  for  the  management  of  the 
trust  property  granted  for  an  industrial  school  at 
Wanganui.— J.  Ballance.    16th  October,  1879." 

That  confirmed  him  still  further  in  the  opinion 
that  this  was  a  private  Bill.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man, in  moving  the  second  reading,  referred  to 
another  Bill,  which  had  been  introduced  in  1876 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  (Mr. 
Bryce).  He  understood  the  mover  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill  to  state  that  it  differed  from  that  mea- 
sure in  this  respect :  that  it  did  not  attempt  to 
interfere  with  the  trust  as  set  out  in  the  Crown 
grant.  In  the  Schedule  to  the  Bill  the  Crown 
grant  was  set  out,  vesting  the  property  in  the 
manner  stated  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  It 
was  perfectly  clear  that  the  property  was  vested 
in  persons  belonging  to  a  particular  body.  The 
14th  section  provided, — 

"  Upon  the  constitution  of  the  Board  the  lands 
mentioned  in  the  grant  set  forth  in  the  Schedule 
hereto,  together  with  all  buildings  thereon,  shall 
cease  to  be  vested  in  the  trustees,  and,  without 
any  conveyance  or  assurance  whatever,  be  abso- 
lutely vested  in  the  Board,  for  an  estate  in  fee- 
simple,  subject  nevertheless  to  all  the  trusts  and 
for  the  intents  and  purposes  for  which  the  same 
were  respectively  conveyed  to  or  held  in  trust 
by  the  trustees,  and  all  powers  of  management 
and  control  of  the  trustees  over  such  lands  shall 
wholly  cease,  and  such  management  and  control 
shall  be  vested  in  the  Board." 

He  contended,  therefore,  that  this  Bill  did  very 
materially  attempt  to  alter  the  trusts  of  the  pro- 
perty. The  preamble  of  the  Bill  stated  that  the 
land  was  recently  vested  in  the  Bishop  of  New 
Zealand,  under   "The  Bishop  of  New  Zealand 
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Tnuts  Act,  1858,"  and  that  the  huid  was  Tested 
in  trustees  appointed  according  to  the  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly ;  and  this  Bill  attempted  to 
alter  that  state  of  things.  The  Bill,  on  the  face 
of  it,  and  the  observations  made  bj  the  honor- 
able member  in  moring  the  secend  reading,  corro- 
borated the  opinion  he  had  formed  that  it  was  a 
prirate  Bill.  There  was  good  reason  shown  for 
referring  it  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  PriTate 
Bills,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  a  private 
Bill  or  not,  and  as  to  whether  the  requirements 
relatiye  to  such  Bills  had  been  complied  with. 
He  did  not  intend  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
Bill  at  that  stage.  He  should  hare  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  that  on  a  subsequent  occasion. 
When  the  prerious  Bill  was  introduced  in  1876, 
the  whole  matter  connected  with  this  land  was 
Terr  fully  gone  into,  and  an  exhaustive  debate 
took  place  upon  it.  That  Bill  was  then  rejected 
by  a  large  majority  on  the  second  reading,  and 
the  whole  history  of  the  matter  was  fully  and 
fairly  set  out.  When  this  Bill  came  up  again 
for  second  reading,  he  should  have  something 
more  to  m  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  entirely  differed  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down. 
This  was  by  no  means  a  private  Bill ;  it  was  a 
measure  dealing  with  public  property,  given  for 
public  purposes.  He  would  not  now  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  Bill.  The  honorable  member  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  was  perfectly  right  in  bringing 
it  forward  as  a  public  Bill,  and  he  trusted  he 
would  divide  the  House  on  the  question.  If  they 
held  that  the  Crown  lands  given  for  educational 
purposes  for  the  benefit  of  tne  inhabitants  of  the 
colony  were  to  be  deemed  private  property,  the 
House  would  not  be  able  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  the  trustees  appointed  to  manage  such  pro- 
perty ;  it  would  be  unable  to  inquire  into  their 
action.  He  should  like  to  see  the  whole  of  these 
trusts  brought  before  the  House,  and  the  trusts 
altered  so  as  to  make  them  trusts  for  educational 
purposes  for  the  advantage  of  the  people  of  the 
colony  generally. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken  had  referred  to  the  merits 
of  the  question  of  whether  it  was  a  private  Bill 
or  not.  If  honorable  gentlemen  would  refer  back 
to  the  proceedings  of  this  House  they  would  see 
that  one  of  the  trustees  had  brought  in  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  grant,  and  it  was  considered  a 
public  Bill.  In  1876  a  Bill  was  brought  in  by 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  to  alter  the  trust  in  the  same 
way  as  this  Bill  now  proposed  to  do,  and  it  was 
considered  a  public  Bill.  Ho  (Mr.  Bryce)  had 
brought  in  a  Bill  for  the  same  object,  and  it  was 
considered  a  public  Bill.  For  the  reason  stated 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  and 
in  view  of  the  precedents  he  now  referred  to,  this 
must  be  considered  a  public  Bill  and  be  dealt 
with  as  such.  He  submitted  to  Mr.  Speaker 
whether  an  undeniably  public  Bill  such  as  this 
was  should  be  intercepted  in  the  way  proposed, 
under  the  pretence  of  sending  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  and  ascertain  whether  it  was 
a  private  Bill  or  not.  Ho  considered  such  a 
course  unfair,  and,  if  allowed,  the  business  of  the 
House  would  be  most  seriously  interfered  with. 
Mr.  Pitt 


He  submitted  that  upon  erery  ground  this  was  a 
public  Bill,  and  not  a  private  one. 

Mr.  KELLY  would  submit  that  this  was  a 
public  Bill,  for  this  reason :  that  it  dealt  with  land 
of  the  colony  given  over  in  trust.  The  land  had 
never  been  sold  or  dealt  with  as  private  property. 
It  was  simply  held  by  trustees  as  public  property 
in  trust  for  a  certain  purpose.  H  the  House  de- 
cided that  this  was  a  private  Bill,  they  would 
have  no  control  whatever  over  such  pubhc  trusts. 
The  lands  in  question  were  public  lands,  held  in 
trust  by  certain  individuals  for  public  purpose*. 
Therefore  he  would  say  that  this  Bill  was,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  a  public  Bill. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  said  the  292nd  Standing 
Order,  relating  to  public  Bills,  described  what 
should  be  considered  as  private  Bills :  '*  Private 
Bills  shall  be  understood  to  be  Bills  which  are 
promoted  for  the  private  interests  of  individuals 
or  companies,  or  which,  by  their  proTisions, 
directly  interfere  with  the  private  property  of 
individuals."  He  did  not  think  it  could  be  held 
that  this  Bill  interfered  in  any  way  with  the  pri- 
vate property  of  individuals.  If  such  were  held 
to  be  the  case  the  House  would  practically  be 
debarred  from  interfering  with  charitable  trusts. 
The  Commission  which  bad  sat  on  this  subject, 
and  the  House,  had  in  former  cases  regarded 
these  properties  as  public  properties  held  in  trust 
for  public  purposes.  This  could  not  be  regarded 
as  a  private  Bill,  because  it  did  not  interfere  with 
private  property.  It  merely  proposed  to  change 
the  management  of  the  trust,  and  to  see  that  the 
trust  was  properly  fulfilled. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  question  the  House 
had  to  determine  was,  not  whether  this  was  a 
public  Bill  or  not,  but  whether  it  should  not  go 
to* the  Committee  of  Selection,  which  vras  the  pro- 
per body  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  was  a 
private  Bill.  Those  who  wished  to  pass  this  Bill 
would  gain  their  object  by  admitting  that  first 
step.  With  regard  to  these  trusts  throughout 
the  colony,  he,  in  common  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Totara,  had  for  years  past  formed  a 
very  strong  opinion  that  they  required  revising 
and  utilizing,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  gene- 
rally. But,  at  the  same  time,  he  had  always  held 
that  it  was  a  very  dangerous  thing  to  approach 
a  trust — whatever  trust  that  might  be— by  an 
Act  of  this  Legislature,  without  every  precaution 
being  taken  to  inquire  carefully  into  that  trust. 
He  thought  that  property  of  this  kind  should  bo 
dealt  with  in  this  House  in  common  with  similar 
properties,  and  not  be  dealt  with  individually  as 
an  individual  case,  without  reference  to  some 
general  principle  t«  be  adopted  with  respect  to 
these  trusts.  He  thought  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  had  brought  in  this  Bill  had  scarcely 
put  that  question  as  fully  as  he  might.  He  (Mr. 
Kolleston)  thought  that  some  further  inquiry  and 
some  further  information  on  this  matter  were 
necessary  before  the  House  could  fairly  be  called 
upon  to  pass  the  Bill,  which  did  practically  alter 
the  trust.  He  thought  some  Bill  was  necessary 
in  order  to  more  clearly  define  the  nature  of  this 
trust,  which  at  present  was  ill-defined  and  un- 
satisfactory. He  was  free  to  admit  that  the 
school,  as  it  now  existed,  could  not  be  said  to  be 
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what  was  originallj  intended  in  the  terms  of  the 
trust.  He  thought  the  time  had  come  when  these 
truqts  ought  to  be  more  generally  utilized ;  and 
honorable  members  were  in  a  somewhat  unfor- 
tunate position  that  erening,  because  there  were 
not  present  those  gentlemen  who  knew  most  about 
this  particular  matter.  Formerly  thej  had  the 
advantage  of  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hunter,  one  of 
the  trustees,  who  gave  very  full  information  to 
the  House ;  and  they  had  also  the  advantage  of 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  who  iustituted  this 
trust  originally — Sir  George  Grey.  He  found 
that  Sir  George  Grey  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  both  voted 
against  the  last  Bill  introduced  practically  for 
the  same  purpose.  They  went  further,  and  said 
that  the  Bill  should  not  be  considered  by  the 
House.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that.  He 
thought  that  very  considerable  good  would  come 
of  this  and  other  questions  being  considered. 
The  honorable  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  the 
Bill  unintentionally  milled  the  House  with  re- 
gard to  any  action  of  the  Public  Schools  Com- 
mission. Up  to  the  present  time  there  had  been 
no  report  whatever  by  the  Public  Schools  Com- 
mission upon  tlie  question  of  this  and  similar 
trusts.  The  House  had  appointed  a  Commission 
for  the  purpose,  and,  whether  or  not  it  was  now 
determined  to  wait  for  that  action  as  affecting 
this  and  other  trusts,  it  ought  to  be  clearly  under- 
stood that  up  to  the  present  time  that  Com- 
mission had  expressed  no  opinion.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  House  should  understand  that 
this  Bill  did  not  alter  the  trust ;  but  he  was  not 
going  to  argue  that  point.  Ho  held  that  the 
present  position  of  the  trust  was  one  that  re- 
quired a  better  definition,  and  that  it  required  to 
be  placed  on  a  better  footing.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  this  Bill  did  alter  the  trust,  and 
altered  it  very  materially.  He  thought  it  would 
be  right  if  an  opportunity  were  given  to  the  trus- 
tees in  this  matter  to  be  heard  before  the  Bill 
was  dealt  with.  It  would  bo  a  very  dangerous 
precedent  for  the  House  to  deal  with  a  13iU  of 
this  kind  without  giving  any  opportunity  to  those 
concerned  to  state  what  they  might  have  to  say 
in  the  matter.  He  did  not  possess  sufficient 
information  to  judge  of  the  case.  The  House 
had  got  a  certain  amount  of  information  in  the 
report  before  it,  but  this  subject  had  not  yet 
been  brought  by  the  Conunission  before  the  House. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  consider  well  before 
deciding  to  proceed  further.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  had  charge  of  the  Bill  said  that 
the  only  aim  of  the  measure  was  to  obtain  local 
management.  The  House  ought  to  consider 
whether  that  would  not  be  best  brought  about 
by  dealing  thoroughly  and  openly  with  the  trus- 
tees, and  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard ;  and  that  would  best  be  done  by  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  being  submitted  to  the  ordeal  of  a  pri- 
vate Bill.  This  was  not  a  strictly  private  Bill, 
but  it  was  a  Bill  that  should  be  carried  through 
with  the  full  cognizance  of  those  concerned,  and 
after  hearing  what  they  had  to  say  iu  the  matter. 
Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  said  he  thought  the 
practice  had  been,  where  doubts  has  arisen  as  to 
the  exact  nature  of  a  Bill,  to  take  the  second 


reading  at  the  promoter's  risk.  Frequently  that 
had  been  done.  If,  at  a  subsequent  stage,  on  re- 
ference to  a  Committee,  it  was  found  to  be  out 
of  order,  of  course  the  Bill  fell  through.  He 
believed  this  had  been  repeatedly  done  with  re- 
gard to  Bills^on  which  doubts  had  arisen.  The 
second  reading  had  been  allowed  if  the  House 
approved  of  the  principle,  and  subsequently  the 
Committee  decided  whether  the  Bill  was  in  order 
or  not.  The  principle  of  this  Bill — that  some 
change  should  be  made — seemed  to  be  admitted 
by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  as  well  as  by  the  mover 
of  the  Bill ;  so  that,  the  principle  being  affirmed, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  the  second  reading  should 
not  be  allowed.  He  did  not  rise  to  draw  atten- 
tion so  much  to  that  point  as  to  the  Standing 
Orders  in  another  place  with  reference  to  deal- 
ing with  local  Bills.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  that  House  was  prepared  to  accept 
those  Standing  Orders  without  inquiry  or  with- 
out consultation  on  its  part.  He  might  be  in 
ignorance,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  any  Com- 
mittee of  that  House  had  sat  jointly  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  to 
consider  such  Standing  Orders ;  and  it  seemed 
to  him  a  very  great  stretch  of  power  for  them  to 
say  in  another  place  that  they  would  not  consider 
Bills  coming  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
or  from  the  people,  unless  they  were  presented  to 
them  within  so  many  days  afler  the  Houses  had 
met.  It  might  be  expedient,  but  it  seemed  to 
him  to  be  taking  upon  themselves  the  function  of 
depriving  the  people  of  their  right  to  approach 
Parliament  during  the  time  in  which  the  Crown 
had  chosen  it  should  be  assembled  together.  It 
was  a  question  that  ought  to  be  looked  into  at 
some  later  stage  of  the  session,  if  they  had  time 
to  do  so.  Until  the  matter  was  inquired  into 
more  fully  he  was  not  prepared  to  bow  down  to 
or  accept  the  Standing  Orders  of  another  place. 
The  fact  that  the  honorable  member  for  Wa- 
nganui had  thought  fit  to  advertise  his  intention 
did  not  in  any  degree  stamp  this  as  a  private  Bill. 
At  most  it  stamped  it  only  as  a  local  and  personal 
Bill.  He  submitted  that  the  question  of  the 
second  reading  should  be  allowed  to  be  put,  and 
that  the  pi*omoter  should  take  his  risk  of  its 
being  a  private  Bill,  that  having  been,  as  he  (Mr. 
De  Lautour)  understood,  the  practice  since  he 
had  been  in  the  House. 

Captain  RUSSELL  pointed  out  that  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Bill  now  before  the  House,  though 
much  shorter,  virtually  meant  the  same  thing  as 
the  preamble  to  the  Church  Trust  Property 
(Canterbury)  Bill.  The  Committee  of  Selection 
had  decided  that  the  Canterbury  Bill  was  a  pri- 
vate Bill ;  and  in  all  probability  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House  would  bo  treated  as  a  private 
BiU. 

Mr.  MOSS  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  with 
reference  to  this  Bill.  It  was  one  of  a  class  to 
which  he  had  a  great  objection.  He  had  a  very 
strong  feeling  in  the  matter.  A  similar  Bill  was 
passed  for  the  Auckland  College  and  Grammar 
School,  and  he  would  refer  to  that  case  to  illus- 
trate what  he  meant.  At  one  time  the  school  was 
managed  by  the  Board  of  Education.  It  was  part 
of  the  property  of  the  people  of  the  Province  of 
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Auckland,  and  they  most  reasonably  looked  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  it  would  crown  the  educa- 
tional edifice — when  the  best  boys  from  the  public 
and  private  schools  could  be  admitted  there  to 
receive  higher  education.  That  school  had  since 
been  put  under  a  separate  Board  of  Governors, 
and  detached  altogether  from  the  general  system 
of  education,  and  it  was  praotically  becoming  a 
school  largely  for  the  education  in  the  ordinary 
branches  of  knowledge  of  those  children  whose 
parents  could  afford  to  pay  a  certain  sum  for 
tliem.  Bills  and  schools  of  that  kind  were  increas- 
ing, and  he  thought  the  House  would  excuse 
him  if  he  called  attention  to  the  great  abuse 
of  the  practice  in  the  Old  Country.  Take  Eton, 
for  example.  That  was  one  of  the  grandest 
schools  in  the  world.  It  was  endowed  and 
founded  for  the  education  of  seventy  indigent 
scholars.  In  the  course  of  years  the  endowments 
had  become  of  great  value.  Certainly  it  would 
have  done  great  good  if  the  number  of  seventy 
had  been  increased  as  the  wealth  of  the  school  in- 
creased. At  the  present  time  four  hundred  boys 
paid  high  fees  to  be  educated.  The  enormous 
increase  in  the  value  of  the  endowments  did  not 
go  to  increase  the  benefits  to  the  public.  The 
money  was  spent  in  all  sorts  of  ways,  and  the 
original  number  of  seventy  boys  was  still  main- 
taiued,  where  probably  seven  hundred  or  a  thou- 
sand boys  might  be  receiving  a  good  education 
if  the  onginal  purpose  of  the  endowments  had 
been  carried  out.  lie  would  not  quote  other 
schools;  but  he  thought  he  would  be  safe  in 
saying  that  they  would  not  find  a  single  school 
in  England  with  regard  to  which  the  trusts  had 
not  been  perverted  from  their  original  purpose. 
He  ha^i  only  a  few  words  to  say  in  reference  to 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  This  Bill  pro- 
vided that  one-third  in  number  of  the  scholars, 
both  resident  and  day  scholars,  should  be  admitted 
free  of  all  payment  or  charges  whatever.  Now, 
the  question  arose,  Who  was  to  select  those  boys 
to  be  admitted  ?  Who  was  to  have  the  selection 
of  this  one-third  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  the  point  of  order 
had  better  first  be  decided — namely,  whether,  in 
the  first  instance,  the  Bill  should  be  sent  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Private  Bills. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  was  inclined  to  think  this 
was  not  a  private  Bill,  though  he  did  not  as- 
sume to  give  any  decided  opinion  ii  the  matter. 
Where,  however,  a  reasonable  doubt  existed  as 
to  the  precise  nature  of  the  Bill,  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  representing  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  in  order  that  those 
doubts  might  be  dealt  with  in  the  first  instance. 
Such  Committee  could  go  more  carefully  into  the 
matter,  and  were  better  posted  up  in  the  sub- 
ject than  members  of  the  House  generally  were. 
Surely,  when  a  case  of  this  kind  arose,  where 
there  was  a  reasonable  doubt,  they  would  be  alto- 
gether departing  from  the  spirit  of  their  Standing 
Orders  if  they  look  it  upon  themselves  to  decide 
a  question  for  the  decision  of  which  a  special 
Committee  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
had  been  appointed. 

Mr.  BALLANCE,  speaking  to  the  point  of 
order,  thought  the  House  was  much  more  com- 
Mr.  Moms 


petent  to  decide  the  question  of  whether  this  was 
a  public  or  a  private  Bill  than  a  Select  Committee, 
and  he  would  have  more  confidence  in  Uie  judg- 
ment of  the  House  than  in  that  of  a  Committee. 
The  Bill  had  been  some  days  before  the  House, 
and  many  members  must  have  read  it  The 
Bill  of  1876  was  exhaustively  discussed,  and  no 
doubt  the  features  were  remembered  by  honorable 
members.  With  regard  to  the  point  raised  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Pitt), 
he  thought  the  honorable  gentleman  could  not 
have  read  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  Legidative 
Council.  One  of  those  Standing  Orders,  vriUiout 
any  reference  whatever  to  private  Bills,  said  that 
in  case  of  any  local  Bill  the  parties  introducing 
the  Bill  must  produce  evidence  that  notice  had 
been  given,  in  the  district  which  was  afiected  by 
the  Bill,  of  the  intention  to  introduce  it,  and  c^ 
its  character.  That  was  precisely  what  had  been 
done  in  this  case.  This  also  answered  the  ob- 
jection taken  by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  that  the 
trustees  did  not  know  anything  about  it  He 
thought  the  honorable  member  for  N^son  City 
would  admit  that  the  trustees  had  oommunicated 
with  him,  and  that  they  were  quite  cognixant  of 
the  Bill.  There  was  a  precedent  for  this  being 
treated  as  a  public  BDl  in  "  The  Bbhop  of  New 
Zealand  Trust  Act,  1858,"  which  gave  power  to 
the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  to  transfer  his  trus- 
teeship to  other  persons,  and  which  was  not  in 
any  way  regarded  as  a  private  BilL  This  Bill 
only  provided  for  an  extension  of  the  power  con- 
tained in  that  Act,  and  therefore  should  also  be 
treated  as  a  public  Bill. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  did  not  know  whether  this 
was  a  public  or  a  private  Bill,  but  he  was  quite 
satisfied  in  his  own  mind  that  it  ought  to  be  a 
public  Bill.  He  was  the  more  satisfied  of  that, 
from  the  fact  that  the  method  of  dealing  with 
private  Bills  was  not  so  satisfactory,  m  bis 
opinion,  as  it  should  be.  Reference  was  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Oaptain 
Russell)  to  a  Bill  which  had  nearly  passed 
through  the  House,  and  which,  according  to 
information  he  had  received,  dealt  with  property 
of  the  value  of  something  like  half  a  million. 
That  measure,  affecting  trusts  in  the  Provincial 
District  of  Canterbury  alone,  connected  with 
one  single  ecclesiastical  denomination,  had  gone 
through  the  House  fo  far  without  any  member, 
except  those  ou  the  Select  Committee,  knowing 
anything  about  it.  The  Select  Committee  wouhl, 
no  doubt,  bring  up  a  report  which  would  be 
agreed  to,  members  would  not  know  how  it  hid 
been  arrived  at,  and  there  would  be  no  discutsioii 
in  the  House  on  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  there  would  be  anything  wrong 
in  all  that — quite  the  contrary ;  but  he  submitted 
that  Bills  dealing  with  reserves  for  any  purpose 
whatever — religious  or  otherwise — and  involving 
such  large  ^ums  of  money,  ought  to  come  ven 
closely  and  pubUcly  under  the  review  of  tbe 
House,  and  of  all  the  members  of  it.  It  woald 
do  the  trusts  no  harm,  but  a  great  deal  of  good. 
He  was  rather  revolutionary  in  the  matter  of  these 
trusts,  and  was  inclined  to  advocate  their  revision 
for  the  good  of  the  public  from  time  to  time, 
if  necessary.    He  happened  to  know  something 
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about  this  Wanganui  trust,  and  he  ^ras  quite 
satisfied  it  would  be  for  the  public  benefit  that 
the  Bill  should  pass.  Not  that  the  trust  should 
be  taken  from  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  ori- 
ginallj  created)  but  quite  otherwise.  It  was  the 
contention,  he  presumed,  of  the  mover  of  the 
Bill,  and  of  those  who  supported  it,  that  the 
trust  had  not  been  carried  out  according  to  the 
original  bequest,  and  had  been  turned  to  other 
purposes.  He,  however,  thought  it  desirable, 
and  onlj  fair,  if  it  could  be  done,  that  the  pre- 
sent trustees  should  in  some  way  be  heard  on 
this  question  ;  and  perhaps  that  course  could  be 
adopted  after  the  second  reading. 

JVlr.  MOSS,  speaking  to  the  question  of  whether 
this  was  a  public  or  a  private  Bill,  said  it  pro- 
posed to  take  awaj  great  privileges  from  a  large 
number  of  people.  There  was  no  doubt  that  this 
property  was  originally  intended  for  the  free 
education  of  a  certain  number  of  children.  In- 
stead of  appropriating  it  to  that  purpose,  they 
were  now,  by  this  Bill,  deliberately  declaring  that 
it  should  be  devoted  to  the  free  education  of  only 
one-third  the  number  of  children  who  att-ended 
the  school,  the  rest  having  to  pay.  That,  he 
thought,  was  altering  the  trust  in  a  very  material 
manner,  and  affecting  private  interests  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  The  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City  who  had  just  sat  down  said  it 
was  for  the  public  good.  Well,  it  appeared  to 
him  (Mr.  Moss)  to  be  greatly  to  the  public  injury 
when  such  changes  took  place.  The  endowment 
was  originally  designed  for  the  free  education  of 
children  whose  parents  could  not  afford  to  pay 
for  them,  and,  moreover,  for  children  of  all  con- 
ditions; and  they  would  be  materially  altering 
the  nature  of  the  trust  if  they  said  that  in  future 
only  one- third  of  the  children  attending  the 
school  should  have  this  privilege.  He  thought 
that,  in  the  first  place,  they  were  acting  in  a  man- 
ner directly  contrary  to  their  established  system, 
because  they  were  drawing  invidious  distinctions 
between  those  children  whose  parents  could  not 
afford  to  pay  and  thoee  whose  parents  could,  and 
that  distinction  was  opposed  to  the  whole  spirit 
of  our  educational  system. 

Mr.  BUNNY  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  refer  this  Bill  to  the  Select  Committer. 
iSiey  were  quite  competent  themselves  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  it  was  a  private  Bill. 
In  his  mind  there  was  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
but  that  it  was  a  public  Bill ;  and  if  they  once 
allowed  two  or  three  members  of  that  House  and 
two  or  three  members  of  the  Council  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment upon  Bills  of  this  character  they  would  be 
shut  out  from  passing  many  useful  and  necessary 
measures.  His  opinion  was,  that  they  ought  to 
pass  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  that  then  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  chosen 
fairly  from  the  House,  and  that  the  Committee 
shoidd  go  fully  into  the  matter,  and  call  upon 
the  present  trustees  to  state  their  objections  to 
the  BUI. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  agreed  very  much  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Wairarapa.  On  the  last  occasion  when  a  similar 
Bill  to  this  was  before  the  House  he  Toted  against 
it.    Ho  did  not  propose  to  oppose  the  second 


reading  now :  at  the  same  time  he  wished  to  guard 
himseli  from  being  conmiitted  to  vote  for  it  at 
the  remaining  stages.  The  Bill  involved  a  very 
dangerous  precedent — a  precedent,  at  all  events, 
which  might  prove  very  dangerous,  and  one  regard- 
ing which  they  should  be  very  chary  how  they 
acted.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  there  were 
two  parties  in  this  case.  There  were  the  parties 
whose  administration  had  been  challenged,  and 
it  was  only  right  that  they  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  showing  cause  why  the  Bill  should 
not  pass,  which  opportunity  would  be  afforded 
them  if  the  matter  were  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee.     

Mr.  SPEIGHT,  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
whether  this  was  a  public  or  private  Bill,  believed 
he  was  correct  in  saying  that  it  had  already  been 
before  the  House  in  former  years  twice,  if  not 
thrice,  and  that  on  all  those  occasions  it  had 
been  treated  as  a  public  Bill. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  he,  at  any  rate,  would 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  He 
voted  against  the  Bill  of  1876,  and  certainly  con- 
sidered it  his  duty  to  oppose  this  measure,  and 
mainly  upon  the  ground  that  he  objected  alto- 
gether to  the  31st  clause  of  the  Bill,  in  which  it 
was  provided  that  only  one-third  of  the  scholars 
should  be  educated  free.  On  reading  the  grant 
to  the  Industrial  School  at  Wanganui,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  it  was  intended  that  the  school  should 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  poor  and 
destitute  people  of  all  races,  not  only  of  New 
2^aland,  but  also  of  the  Pacific  Islands.  If, 
therefore,  the  House  passed  this  Bill  it  would,  in 
his  opinion,  directly  violate  the  trust  for  which 
this  endowment  was  granted  ;  and,  though  he  by 
no  means  thought  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
adhere  to  the  letter  of  the  trust  for  all  time,  still 
he  did  think  there  should  be  no  attempt  to  vio- 
late in  so  flagrant  a  manner  as  was  proposed  the 
evident  intentions  of  the  trust.  It  would  be  a 
very  great  pity  if  so  valuable  a  trust  should,  in 
the  course  of  time,  be  made  the  vehicle  for  the 
enormous  amount  of  patronage  which  must  neces- 
sarily occur  if  a  certain  proportion  of  the  pupils 
did  not  pay,  whilst  others  did  pay.  It  was,  as 
pointed  out  by  the  honorable  member  for  Pamell, 
at  variance  with  the  whole  educational  system  of 
the  colony,  and  was  offering  a  premium  to  the 
richer  class  to  send  their  children  to  the  school, 
directly  benefiting  them  to  an  extent  to  which 
no  other  children  could  be  benefited  under  the 
present  system.  The  time  would  come,  perhaps, 
when  the  whole  of  the  educational  trusts  Uirough- 
outNew  Zealand  would  receive  careful  revision, 
but  he  did  not  think  they  should  be  dealt  with 
in  this  piecemeal  way,  and  for  that  reason  he 
would  vote  ngainst  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Napier  did  not  quite 
understand  the  question.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
complaint  he  niade  as  to  the  misappropriating 
of  the  trust  was  the  great  complaint  that  had 
been  urged  against  the  institution  during  the 
whole  time  of  its  existence.  Up  to  a  veiy  recent 
period,  at  all  events,  the  school  had  been  the  only 
high  school,  or  anything  approaohing  to  the  stand- 
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ing  of  a  high  school,  in  the  Wanganai  District. 
So  far  from  being  an  indnstritl  school,  or  a  school 
for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  poorer 
classes,  it  was  simplj  a  school  for  the  education 
of  the  children  of  the  richer  classes.  No  attempt 
had  been  made  to  fulfil  the  trust,  and,  while  he 
approred  of  the  general  principles  of  the  Bill«  he 
should  reserve  to  himself  the  right  to  propose 
amendments  in  several  of  its  clauses,  and  notably 
the  one  referring  to  one-third  of  the  children 
beine  admitted  free.  Either  all  the  children 
should  pa?  something,  or  thej  should  all  be  free. 
He  also  disapproTed  uttorly  and  entirelj  of  the 
constitution  oi  the  Board.  He  had  no  belief  at 
all  in  a  school  like  this  being  goTemed  bj  a 
nominated  Board.  The  best  waj  that  could  be 
done  would  be  to  hand  it  over  to  the  Education 
Board  of  the  locality,  who  should  receive  the 
revenues  and  appropriate  them  for  the  benedt  of 
the  trust ;  or,  if  that  was  not  done,  it  should  be 
handed  over  to  a  Board  appointed  by  the  rate- 
payers of  Wanganui.  That  was  the  only  Board 
competent  to  manage  the  trust:  at  all  events, 
that  was  the  view  he  should  endeavour  to  enforce 
when  the  Bill  went  into  Committoe.  Approving 
most  heartily  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  he  should 
like  to  see  the  intentions  of  the  founder  of  the 
trust,  Sir  Gkorge  Grey,  carried  out  in  their  in- 
tegri^. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  he  should  vote  for 
the  second  reading,  although  he  should  like  to 
see  the  Bill  go  to  a  Select  Committee,  in  order  that 
the  present  trustees  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  refuting  the  allegations  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Ballance),  if  they  were 
able  to  do  so,  because  it  would  be  a  very  danger- 
ous principle  to  establish,  that  a  trust  should  be 
changed  from  one  bodv  to  another  without  very 
careful  inquiry.  If  the  object  of  the  trust  had 
been  carried  out  the  trust  should  not  be  changed, 
and  a  Committee  would  be  able  to  determine  that 
point.  Perhaps  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  or 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  would  be  best 
qualified  to  investigate  the  matter. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  he  would  vote  for  the 
second  reading,  under  the  same  reservations  as 
those  made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers.  He  had  always  set  his  face  against 
divesting  a  tru^t  of  land  and  changing  the  trust 
without  the  consent  of  the  trustees,  or  without 
proper  compensation  being  given.  This  Bill 
said  in  efileot  that  the  trust  has  been  neglected, 
and  that  in  the  public  interest  it  was  desirable 
to  change  the  management;  but  even  in  that 
case  he  thought  the  Bill,  aft«r  the  second  read- 
ing, should  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  in  order 
that  the  trustees  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard  in  opposition  to  the  Bill.  If  they 
advanced  good  reasons  against  the  change  he 
should  be  disposed  to  give  favourable  considera- 
tion to  those  reasons  at  a  future  stege  of  the  Bill. 
Although  the  honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  wanted  local  management,  he  did  not  go 
the  right  way  to  secure  it.  The  (Governor  in 
Council  might  appoint  the  same  trustees,  or  other 
absentees  whose  administration  might  not  be 
satisfactory.  If  he  wanted  local  management  the 
trust  should  be  elective. 
Mr,  Hutchison 


Mr.  OLIVER,  in  answer  to  the  rantrki  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City,  who 
said  that  the  trust  had  not  been  fulfilled  in  the 
past,  observed  that  two  wrongs  did  not  make  a 
right.  The  endowment,  as  originally  made,  pro- 
vided for  the  education  of  children  of  poor  pe^ 
sons,  the  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  and  othen^  bnt 
the  educational  system  of  the  colony  provided  for 
the  education  of  all  the  children  of  the  cokmy : 
therefore  the  trustees  need  no  longer  carry  out 
the  purposes  of  the  original  endowment.  As  to 
one-third  of  the  scholars  being  educated  as  free 
scholars,  he  thought  the  principle  of  having  free 
pupils  and  paying  pupils  most  objectionable,  and, 
if  the  Bill  passea  the  second  reading,  he  should, 
in  Committee,  if  no  other  member  did  so,  move 
the  amendment  of  that  clause.  There  were,  it 
was  true,  some  scholars  at  the  high  schools  snd 
colleges  who  paid  no  fees,  but  they  were  in  no 
sense  free  scholars.  They  were  talented  children, 
who  by  their  industry  had  obteined  scholarships 
which  entitled  them  to  free  instruction.  That 
vras  no  stigma — it  was  rather  a  title  of  honor; 
and  that  was  the  line  they  should  endeavour  to 
follow  in  their  educational  system.  For  his  part 
he  hoped  to  see  the  educational  system  <^  the 
colony  perfected  in  such  a  manner  that  any  child, 
however  low  in  the  social  scale,  who  prov^  to  he 
possessed  of  talent,  should  have  such  fadli^ 
given  him  that  he  could  advance  without  unneoei* 
sary  obstacles  from  the  primary  to  the  secondirj 
schools,  and  so  on  until  he  reached  the  highest 
and  most  honorable  position.  In  that  way  he 
thought  free  education  might  be  made  to  redound 
to  the  credit  of  the  colony ;  but  this  prindple  d 
making  one-third  of  the  scholars  free  schdan 
was  highly  objectionable. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  he  also  should  vote  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  although  it  raised 
a  difficult  question,  which  they  would  sbortlj 
have  to  face — namely,  whether  one-half  of  llw 
colony  was  to  pay  very  great  attention  to  educa- 
tion, to  which  very  large  reserves  were  devoted, 
while  the  people  of  the  other  half  were  being 
brought  up  in  ignorance.  This  Bill  appeared  to 
be  of  a  very  peculiar  nature.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  this  grant  was  made  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Church  of  England;  but,  as  in  maoj 
other  cases,  the  Church  of  England  had  enttrdj 
neglected  the  trust.  It  could  not  be  said  that 
it  would  be  an  injustice  to  take  the  land  from 
the  Church,  because  it  was  taken  from  the  lands 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  people  therefore  had  a 
right  to  resume  it  at  any  time  if  they  thought 
fit.  It  stood  in  a  very  different  position  from  the 
trust  land  in  Canterbury.  That  land  had  been 
bought  and  paid  for  long  ago  by  private  indi- 
viduals, and  could  not  be  taken  away.  Bot  he 
would  like  to  see  the  question  raised,  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  take  all  these  reserrss 
and  throw  them  into  one  common  educations! 
fund  for  the  whole  colony.  As  to  the  Bill  itself, 
when  it  went  into  Committee  he  should  oertainly 
object  to  the  clause  rdating  to  the  free  sdiolars. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  regretted  that  they  had  zrot 
now  the  advantage  of  the  presence  of  one  of  the 
trustees,  as  they  had  when  this  subject  was  dis- 
cussed on  a  former  occasion.    When  the  hoD0^ 
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able  member  for  Wanganui  moved  the  eecond 
reading  of  the  Bill,  he  said  that  the  trusts  had 
not  been  fulfilled.  He  (Mr.  RoUestcn)  had  a  rery 
distinct  recollection  of  the  debate  that  took  place 
three  years  ago :  it  was  very  clearly  shown  then 
that  the  trust  had  not  been  fulfilled  in  past  times 
in  consequence  of  the  war;  and  therefore  there 
was  every  excuse  for  the  trust  not  having  been 
fulfilled  up  to  a  certain  date.  What  the  position 
of  the  school  was  now  he  was  not  in  a  position 
to  say  fully ;  but,  since  the  honorable  gentleman 
spoke,  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the 
evidence  given  before  the  Royal  Commission, 
which  still  had  to  report  upon  this  question, 
and  which,  he  again  repeated,  had  not  yet  re- 
ported. In  that  evidence  it  distinctly  appeared 
that  during  the  last  two  years  very  consider- 
able expenditure  had  been  incurred  by  the 
trustees,  that  the  buildings  had  been  enlarged, 
that  masters  had  been  appointed,  and  that  every 
effort  had  been  made  by  the  trustees  to  fulfil 
the  trust.  But  he  would  not  ask  the  House  now 
to  judge  of  that  matter.  The  position  he  took 
up  on  this  question  was  this:  that,  before  they 
changed  the  trust,  they  ought  to  be  sure  of  their 
ground  and  understand  what  they  were  doing. 
The  matter  ought  to  be  inquired  into  by  a  Com- 
mittee, befol^e  they  went  any  further.  In  fact,  he 
understood  that  many  honorable  members  in- 
tended to  vote  for  the  second  reading  on  that 
understanding.  Even  in  the  short  time  at  his 
disposal,  he  had  obtained  information  which  to 
some  extent  refuted  the  statements  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman,  and  he  did  not  like  to  hear 
statements  made  which  nobody  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  disprove.  In  the  absence  of  the  trustees. 
He  must  repeat,  what  he  had  already  led  honorable 
members  to  believe,  that  there  was  no  proof  what- 
ever that  the  trust  had  been  mismanaged.  It  had 
laboured  under  very  considerable  disadvantages 
in  the  past,  and  it  might  be  found  that  it  was 
only  necessary  to  give  a  clear  definition  of  the 
position  of  the  trust.  The  honorable  gentleman 
who  moved  the  second  reading  rather  confused 
him  by  taking  two  distinct  lines  of  argument. 
The  honorable  gentleman  first  appeared  to  wish 
to  see  the  original  purposes  of  the  trust  carried 
out — that  was  to  say,  that  it  should  be  devoted 
to  industrial,  religious,  and  educational  purposes 
for  the  benefit  of  both  races,  and  probably  of  both 
sexes.  Clearly  that  class  of  school  was  specially 
intended  for  Uie  benefit  of  the  indigent,  and  for 
purposes  other  than  those  indicated  by  the  honor- 
able member.  But  before  the  honorable  pntle- 
man  sat  down  he  said  this  was  a  question  of 
the  greatest  importance,  because  the  mind  of 
the  people  was  now  very  much  engaged  in 
considering  the  best  means  of  promoting  higher 
education.  The  two  statements  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  did  not  appear  by  any  means 
to  coincide.  He  pointed  out  these  discrepancies 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  it  would 
not  be  rieht  for  the  House  to  proceed  further 
with  the  Bill  unless  there  was  a  distinct  under- 
standing that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  after  the  second  reading,  in  order 
that  full  inquiry  might  be  made  into  the  whole 
circumstances  of  the  case.    On  the  understanding 
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that  the  Bill  would  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, which  he  understood  the  mover  agreed  to, 
he  would  not  oppose  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  was  of  opinion,  from  the  ten- 
dency of  this  debate,  that  tne  course  which  wai 
pursued  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  in 
regard  to  measures  of  this  kind  was  absolutely 
correct,  and  one  which  it  was  desirable  the  House 
should  follow.  That  course  was  to  appoint  a 
Select  Committee  to  deal  with  all  these  local 
measures.  It  was  quite  certain  that  the  time 
would  come  again,  as  it  had  come  in  the  past, 
when  a  large  number  of  such  measures  would  be 
brought  forward,  and  when  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  honorable  members  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  all  their  provisions.  He  waa 
bound  to  say,  with  refereuce  to  the  Bill  now  be- 
fore the  House,  that  he  had  not  given  it  that  con- 
sideration which  it  appeared,  from  the  remarks 
of  honorable  gentlemen  all  round  the  House,  it 
deserved-  There  were  very  different  opinions  ex- 
pressed with  regard  to  changing  the  object  of  the 
trust,  and  also  with  regard  to  the  provisions  of 
some  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  under  those 
circumstances  he  thought  it  was  very  desirable 
that  this  measure,  together  with  others  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  should  go  before  a  special  Committee. 
In  his  opinion,  a  Sessional  Select  Conmiittee  ought 
to  be  appointed  for  that  parpose ;  for,  if  there 
was  to  be  a  special  Committee  for  each  particular 
cose,  very  great  delay  must  ensue.  The  honorable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  probably 
consent  to  its  going  to  a  Select  Committee  ;  but 
he  would  find  that  that  would  very  materially 
delay  the  passage  of  his  measure,  unless  he  asked 
the  special  indulgence  of  the  House  to  have  the 
Committee  appointed  without  notice.  Fully  agree- 
ing with  those  who  thought  that  the  measure 
should  be  submitted  to  the  careful  consideration 
of  a  Select  Committee  after  it  had  passed  the 
second  reading,  still  he  was  quite  aware  that  it 
would  involve  considerable  dehiy ;  and  therefore 
he  thought  the  House  would  do  well  to  adopt  the 
course  pursued  by  the  other  House,  and  appoint 
a  special  Committee  to  consider  all  these  mea- 
sures. Change  of  trust  was  a  matter  which  the 
House  should  regard  with  very  great  care,  and  in 
this  case  there  were  also  charges  of  maladminis- 
tration, and  those  against  whom  the  charges  were 
made  should  have  an  opportunity  of  defending 
themselves  and  stating  how  they  had  administered 
the  trust.  But,  even  if  it  were  proved  that  they 
had  maladministered  the  trust,  it  was  not  abso- 
lutely certain  that  passing  a  Bill  vesting  the  pro- 
perty in  other  trustees  would  be  a  perfect  cure. 
Perhaps  some  other  course  might  be  found  more 
calculated  to  subserve  the  object  for  which  the 
trust  was  created. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  that  this  matter  came 
before  the  House  some  years  ago,  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Committee  to  which  it  vras  re- 
ferred. The  impression  made  upon  his  mind  by 
the  inquiry  then  instituted  was  that  a  very  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  Town  of  Wanganui,  in 
which  streets  had  been  laid  out,  had  been  turned 
into  one  paddock,  with  no  passage  through  it,  by 
the  existence  of  this  trust.  It  also  struck  him 
then  that  this  trust,  which  had  been  given  to  the 
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Church  of  England  to  educate  the  people,  had 
been  much  neglected  ;  and  it  would  be  verj  little 
use  passing  these  Bills,  because  the  gentlemen 
in  whose  hands  the  trust  was,  while  neglect- 
ing to  giTe  such  education  as  oould  be  afforded 
with  the  means  at  their  disposal,  were  determined 
to  stick  to  the  land,  unless  they  were  driren  out 
by  a  lawsuit.  He  felt  convinced,  too,  that,  even 
if  the  case  were  won  against  them  in  tlie  Supremo 
Court  here,  thej  would  appeal  Home  against  the 
decision.  That  was  the  impression  on  his  mind, 
and  he  could  tell  the  House  that  the  Bishop  of 
Wellington  would  take  that  course,  unless  he  had 
verj  much  altered  his  mind  lately.  Let  honor- 
able members  consult  the  celebrated  opinion  that 
was  given  on  the  subject,  which  he  thought  the 
6k)vemment  had  been  rather  disposed  to  keep 
secret,  and  then  judge  for  themselves,  because  it 
was  not  of  much  use  his  merely  giving  his  impres- 
sion. He  would  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  but  he  would  warn  the  House  that  it 
would  be  little  more  than  a  waste  of  time  pass- 
ing it. 

Mr.  PITT  was  sorry  that  the  late  Premier  was 
not  present,  as  no  doubt  the  House  would  have 
heard  his  voice  loudly  raised  ogainst  the  passage 
of  this  Bill.  When  a  similar  measure  was  intro- 
duced by  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui 
(Mr.  Bryce)  on  a  former  occasion.  Sir  George 
Grey  gave  a  very  instructive  history  of  how  these 
trusts  were  created,  and  raised  a  very  solemn 
warning  against  any  undue  interference  with 
them.  The  honorable  gentleman  showed  that 
similar  trusts  were  created  not  only  for  the 
Church  of  England,  but  also  for  the  Roman 
Catholics  and,  he  believed,  the  Wesleyan  body ; 
and  likewise  made  reference  to  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  Newton  had  stated,  that,  Wanga- 
nui having  increased  in  importance,  a  very  large 
portion  of  that  town  was  shut  out  from  improve- 
ment through  the  existence  of  this  trust.  But 
the  honorable  gentleman  argued.  Was  it  a  reason 
that,  because  the  property  had  improved  in  value, 
it  should  be  taken  from  the  j'crsons  to  whom  it 
had  been  granted  ?  What  the  honorable  gentle- 
man contended  was,  that  laud  of  equal  value  in 
some  other  locality  should  be  given  in  exchange 
for  this  land,  and  then  there  would  be  an  end  to 
the  difficulty.  He  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  rather  surprised 
to  hear  the  remark  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru,  that,  because  the  trustees  mismanaged 
this  property,  which  was  taken  out  of  the  public 
estate,  therefore  it  should  bo  taken  away  from 
them.  He  asked  the  House  to  pause  before  it 
committed  itself  to  such  a  doctrine  as  that.  The 
Hoftse  was  asked  to  interfere  with  Church  pro- 
perty and  take  it  away  from  the  persons  bene- 
ficially interested  behind  their  backs,  and  without 
giving  them  any  opportunity  of  defending  them- 
selves. The  House  was  asked  to  take  upon  itself 
the  functions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  where,  at 
all  events,  all  parties  would  be  heard,  and  the 
circumstances  would  bo  calmly  and  carefully 
inquired  into.  He  objected  to  this  Bill  for  the 
reason  stated  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Napier  (Captain  Russell).  There  were  other 
similar  trusts,  and,  if  it  were  true  that  they  were 
unsatisfactorily  administered,  then  let  the  whole 
Mr.  Swanton 


question  be  dealt  with  generally,  and  not  be 
taken  up  in  this  piecemeal  manner.  The  lAt« 
Attorney- General  (Mr.  Stout),  in  speaking  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  introduced  in  1876, 
said, — 

"  He  believed  that  education  should  be  purely 
secular,  and  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  State 
to  provide  religious  instruction  at  all  ;  but  under 
this  grant  he  found  that  it  was  one  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  endowment  that  religious  instruc- 
tion should  be  given — that  was,  religious  educa- 
tion according  to  the  tenets  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  And  as  it  laid  that  down,  and  ss  the 
honorable  gentleman  said  that  the  object  of  this 
grant  had  not  been  carried  out,  ho  did  hope, 
when  this  question  was  considered,  that  the 
grants  to  all  other  religious  bodies  for  educa- 
tional purposes  would  be  put  on  the  same  foot- 
ing. It  would  be  monstrous  to  say  that  land 
granted  to  one  Church  should  be  seized,  and  that 
land  belonging  to  other  religious  bodies  should 
not  be  seized." 

He  quite  agreed  with  that  opinion;  and  for 
the  reason  stated  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Napier  (Captain  Russell) — that  these  matters 
should  be  dealt  with  on  one  general  plan — ^he 
would  vote  against  the  second  reading,  and  was 
only  sorry  that  his  motion  for  referring  the  Bill 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Private  Bills  had  been 
lost.  He  regretted  that  members  appeared  to 
think  that  that  Committee  really  existed  for  no 
useful  purpose,  and  that  the  House  had  no  con- 
fidence in  it.  He  should  have  thought  that  the 
Committee  would  serve  a  useful  purpose  ;  but,  if 
not,  the  sooner  it  was  done  away  with  the  better. 

Mr.  SIIRIMSKI  would  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  thought  it  was  time  to 
alter  the  management  of  this  trust.  The  trust 
was  created  for  the  purpose  of  educating  children 
of  all  denominations,  but,  if  it  was  only  to  edu- 
cate one  class  at  the  expense  of  the  rest,  that 
purpose  should  be  changed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  had  voted  against  this  Bill  on 
the  last  occasion  that  it  was  brought  before  the 
House,  and  he  need  hardly  tell  honorable  mem- 
bers that  he  would  do  so  again,  on  the  present 
occasion.  He  could  not  help  feeling  some  alarm 
when  ho  saw  honorable  gentlemen  come  down 
with  Bills  to  interfere  with  such  trusts  as  this, 
and  do  away  with  them.  To  pass  this  measure 
would  simply  be  to  insert  the  thin  edge  of  the 
wedge  of  confiscation,  and  they  would  see  honor- 
able members  for  years  to  come  bring  down  Bills 
to  destroy  similar  trusts.  They  would  simply 
state  that  the  trusts  had  not  been  fulfilled  in 
accordance  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  there- 
fore there  was  a  good  case  for  doing  away  with 
them  altogether.  As  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  had  not  taken  the  advice  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Pitt) 
and  referred  the  Bill  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Private  Bills,  he  (Mr.  Hamlin)  would  vote  against 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HUKST  was  really  surprised  to  hear 
the  honorable  member  say  he  would  oppose  Uiis 
Bill,  when  he  had  himself,  only  a  few  nights  pre- 
viously,  introduced  a  Bill  to  interfere  in  a  trust 
granted  to  the  School  Commissionen  of  Auck* 
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land.  TVliat  sort  of  consiBtencj  was  that  P  This 
was  a  subject  in  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton  and  he  (Mr.  Hurst)  had  taken  a 
very  great  deal  of  interest  a  few  years  ago.  He 
knew  no  question  of  greater  importance  than 
this.  Now  that  education  had  been  made  a 
colonial  matter  these  local  provincial  jealousies 
relative  to  trusts  should  be  allowed  io  drop.  He 
knew  of  a  large  and  valuable  trust  which  for  the 
past  ten  years  had  been  so  mismanaged  as  to  have 
become  a  perfect  nuisance  to  the  whole  of  the 
district  iu  which  it  existed,  and  had  almost  fallen 
into  private  hands  ;  and  he  knew  of  thi*ec  other 
trusts  erery  one  of  which  hud  failed  to  carry  out 
the  purpose  for  which  they  had  been  instituted. 
The  adoption  of  a  system  of  colonial  education 
had  morally  extinguished  these  trusts, and  it  was 
a  matter  to  which  the  Government  might  very 
properly  direct  their  attention.  He  knew,  at  any 
rate,  that  the  Attorney- General  had  every  desire 
to  deal  with  these  trust:*,  because,  when  he  (Mr. 
Hurst)  was  connected  with  the  Provincial  Execu- 
tive years  ago,  he  became  aware  that  that  gentle- 
man was  desirous  of  dealing  with  them.  It  was 
a  very  important  matter,  and  he  hoped  that, 
instead  of  being  dealt  with  piecemeal,  it  would 
be  dealt  with  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  intended  to  vote  for  the 
Bill,  and  for  the  very  good  rca-non  that  he  knew 
the  trust  had  not  been  properly  fulfilled.  Ob- 
jection had  been  taken  that  such  a  question 
should  not  be  dealt  with  piecemeal  j  but  he  could 
not  see  the  force  of  the  objection.  It  was  pos- 
sible that  some  of  the  trusts  had  been  faithfully 
performed,  and  it  would  be  impossible,  therefore, 
to  deal  with  the  question  generally.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  deal  with  the  matter  piece- 
meal, and  to  remodel  trusts  which  had  been 
grossly  neglected,  and  place  them  under  better 
management.  One  honorable  gentleman  had  said 
(hat  if  this  Bill  were  carried  it  would  be  intro- 
ducing the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge,  and  that  we 
should  have  other  members  coming  down  and 
seeking  to  abolish  trusts.  Well,  if  it  could  be 
shown  that  other  trusts  hod  been  neglected  as 
this  had  been,  then  it  was  to  the  public  interest, 
and  not  to  the  public  harm,  that  these  trusts 
should  be  abolished.  Then  it  had  been  said  that 
this  Bill  should  be  treated  as  a  private  Bill,  in 
order  that  the  trustees  might  have  a  knowledge 
of  it,  and  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
defending  themselves,  which  they  had  not  at  pre- 
sent; but  he  thought  that  the  manner  in  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon  had  taken  the  matter 
up  showed  that  they  were  ready,  on  this  and  every 
occasion,  to  defend  the  trustees.  Tlie  honorable 
member  for  Parnell  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Napier  opposed  the  Bill  because  only  one- 
third  of  the  children  were  to  be  admitted  free  ; 
but,  if  those  gentlemen  had  been  acquainted  with 
the  previous  history  of  the  school,  they  would 
liavo  known  that  practically  no  children  had 
liitherto  been  admitted  free — that  it  had  been  a 
school  for  the  instruction  of  children  of  the  well- 
to-do  classes,  and  that  the  tru^t  iu  that  respect 
had  been  totally  set  aside.  If  those  honorable 
gentlemen  gave  their  vote  in  accordance  with 


their  reasons,  they  would  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  He  should  support  it,  and 
should  do  his  utmost  to  get  it  passed. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  should  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  should  endeavour,  in 
Committee,  to  change  many  features  of  which  he 
did.  not  approve.  These  trusts  opened  up  very 
large  considerations  and  difRculties,  but  he  thought 
the  proper  course  would  be  that  they  should  re- 
vert to  the  Crown,  and  be  phiced  wholly  under 
the  educational  system  of  the  colony.  He  quite 
approved  of  introducing  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge  for  this  purpose,  and  hoped  that  before 
long  the  wedge  would  be  driven  completely  home. 
The  lands  were  granted  in  trust  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  at  large,  and  he  was  very  much 
surprised  to  see  trustees  endeavouring  to  hold  on 
to  the  trust  as  against  a  proposal  to  turn  the  trust 
\<i  good  account.  His  experience  of  irresponsible 
trusts  had  been  that  they  were  a  great  nuisance, 
and  he  was  always  glad  to  get  rid  of  them.  He 
hoped  the  second  reading  would  be  agreed  to, 
and  the  Bill  passed  in  such  a  shape  as  would 
render  the  property  conducive  to  the  interests  of 
the  education  of  the  people  at  large. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  thought  it  very  probable  that  a 
great  number  of  persons  were  in  the  same  position 
OS  himself,  and  felt  that  they  had  not  sufficient 
information  to  enable  them  to  deal  with  the 
matter  conscientiously.  When  he  was  dealing 
with  a  trust,  ho  should'  do  so  in  a  judicinl  spirit,  and 
should  only  vote  for  interference  with  the  trust 
on  full  conviction  that  the  trust  had  been  abused 
and  not  properly  carried  out.  He  would  go  this 
far  with  his  honorable  friend  the  Native  Minis- 
ter: that  a  question  of  this  sort  should  not  be 
dealt  with  generally,  but  that  each  trust  should 
be  dealt  with  on  its  merits.  He  quite  agreed 
that  the  State  had  a  right  to  interfere  where  a 
trust  had  not  been  properly  administered  ;  but 
he  would  never  agree  to  a  general  interference 
or  sweeping  away  of  trusts,  with  a  view  to 
bringing  everything  down  to  a  dull  uniformity 
throughout  the  country.  In  this  case,  though 
not  in  the  House  during  the  early  part  of  the 
debate,  he  understood  the  mover  was  willing  to 
let  the  Bdl  go  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  that 
that  Select  Committee  should  take  evidence  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  trust  had  been  adminis- 
tered. If  that  were  so,  he  would  vote  for  the 
second  reading,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  to 
vote  against  the  Bill  at  a  subsequent  stage,  if  he 
did  not  think  the  allegations  justified.  That  was 
the  only  reasonable  course  that  could  be  taken. 
He  knew  enough  of  this  matter  to  think  that  a 
prima  facie  case  for  inquiry  had  been  made  out. 
He  believed  there  had  been  neglect  in  adminis- 
tering the  trust  at  one  time,  but  he  did  not  know 
whether  that  had  continued  :  he  understood  that 
recently  there  had  been  a  great  improvement. 
The  question  for  the  Committee  would  oe  whether 
there  had  been  such  an  abuse  of  the  trust  as 
would  justify  the  interference  of  the  State. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  said  that,  so  far  as  his 
memory  served  him,  this  Bill  was  very  similar  to 
that  introduced  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel  and  Mr. 
Bryce  three  or  four  jears  ago  ;  and  he,  with  the 
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honorable  member  for  Nelson  City,  was  strongly 
of  opinion  that  the  trust  should  not  be  interfered 
with  in  a  special  way.  His  opinion  with  regard 
to  educational  trusts  and  reserves  was,  that  there 
should  be  no  reserves  for  secondary  or  higher 
education,  because  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
duty  of  the  State  ceased  when  it  provided  primanr 
education.  There  were  a  great  many  trusts  simi- 
lar to  that  imder  discussion — there  was  one  at 
Napier  and  one  at  Nelson  ;  and  honorable  mem- 
bers who  had  local  knowledge  would  admit  that 
to  some  extent  these  trusts  were  mismanaged ; 
but  he  had  not  seen  any  evidence  brought  forward 
that  this  trast,  even  if  it  liad  not  been  so  success- 
ful as  was  anticipated,  had  been  mismanaged. 
What  was  the  proposal  ?  That  the  trust  property 
should  be  taken  from  the  destitute  people  of  New 
2iealand,  and  given  to  the  people  of  Wanganui. 
He  presumed  the  people  of  New  Zealand  had 
more  right  to  the  land  than  had  the  people  of 
Wanganui,  and  therefore  he  should  have  pre- 
ferred the  Bill  had  it  proposed  to  take  the  en- 
dowment and  make  it  an  endowment  to  provide 
BchoIar.»«iips  for  boys  from  the  primary  schools 
of  the  colony,  or  for  some  such  purpose.  He 
did  not  think  they  conld  benefit  the  destitute 
people  by  passing  the  Bill  before  them :  indeed, 
nis  opinion  was,  that  the  reason  why  the  trust 
had  not  been  so  successful  was  that  there  iiro 
no  destitute  people  in  the  colony.  Her  Majes»tj'8 
subjects  or  any  other  subjects,  and  that  the  great 
difficulty  the  trustees  hud  was  that  they  could 
not  get  any  children  to  attend  the  school.  He 
knew  a  case  in  which  it  wa^  impossible  to  get 
children  to  attend  school,  beeause  there  were  so 
many  free  schools  in  the  district,  and  because 
there  were  no  destitute  children  to  be  found.  If 
they  were  to  take  this  endowment,  let  it  be  ap- 
plied to  some  general  purpose,  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  high  sehool  nt  Wa- 
nganui. It  was  a  remarkable  thing  that  many 
honorable  members  had  changed  their  minds  on 
this  subject  since  it  was  last  before  the  House. 
Many  honorable  members  who  voted  against  the 
Bill  three  years  ago  were  now  in  favour  of  this 
Bill — for  instance,  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Mr.  8hcchan),  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers,  and  several  others;  but  he 
supposed  they  had  their  reasons.  He  himself, 
indeed,  found  himself  in  rather  a  peculiar  posi- 
tion, because,  whereas  he  spoke  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  Bill,  he  had  voted  against  it  j  but  the 
reason  he  did  so  was,  that  ho  was  informed  that 
other  religious  bodies  had  hud  endowments  given 
to  them  similar  to  this,  and  had  sold  them,  and 
that  therefore  it  was  unfair  for  this  House  to 
come  down  upon  the  only  body  which  had  at- 
tempted to  carry  out  its  trust.  That  statement 
was  borne  out  by  Sir  George  Grey,  who  said  it 
was  a  part  of  his  grand  schunie  that  these  trusts 
should  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  desti- 
tute people  of  the  Pacific,  and  for  their  religious 
instruction.  If,  then,  the  Koman  Catholics  and 
the  Wesleyans  had  disposed  of  the  properties 
given  to  them  in  trust  and  turned  them  into 
money,  it  seemed  hard  that  the  only  persons  in 
New  Zealand  who  had  endeavoured  to  carry  out 
the  trust  should  be  set  upon  by  the  House  and 
Jfr.  Eursthoute 


have  their  trust  taken  from  them.    He  should 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the  BilL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate.  Like  the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapot, 
he  could  not  be  satisfied  that  he  was  doing  riglit 
in  voting  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  be- 
cause no  pledge  had  been  given  as  regarded  the 
Select  Committee.  He  thought  the  Committee 
should  be  appointed  to  inquire,  first  of  all ;  and 
then,  if  it  was  reported  that  the  trust  had  not 
been  properly  carried  out,  the  House  would  be  in 
a  position  to  say  what  should  he  done  with  regard 
to  this  Bill.  It  must  be  admitted,  by  all  honor- 
able members  who  had  read  the  Bill  carefolly, 
that  some  very  large  questions  were  involved  in 
it.  In  fact,  it  struck  at  the  very  root  of  the  pre- 
sent educational  system.  By  the  3rd  clause  of 
the  Bill  they  were  going  to  institute  the  nomi- 
nee Board  system  again.  They  found  the  whole 
circumstances  of  the  trust  altered — so  much  wj 
that,  while  the  trust  originally  said  that  the  whole 
of  the  scholars  attending  the  school  should  be 
taught  free,  it  was  now  proposed  to  take  away 
that  benefit  from  two-thirds  of  the  scholars,  and 
the  remaining  third  would  not  get  much  benefit 
from  the  school,  judging  by  what  had  taken  place 
in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  Their  secondary 
system  of  education  under  the  Act  was  not  correct. 
They  had  no  trusts  for  high-class  education. 
They  found  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  by. 
gentlemen  acting  on  the  Boards  to  introdueo 
higher  subjects,  which  were  never  contemplated 
by  tlie  House  for  the  masses  of  the  people.  He 
thought  it  was  only  fair  to  himself  and  other 
young  members  that  they  should  have  more  in- 
formation. Ho  would  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  hoped  the  honorable  member 
for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Bat  lance)  would  give  them 
an  assurance  that  the  Bill  would  be  sent  to  a 
Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  withdraw  his  motion  for 
adjournment  on  the  understanding  that  the  Bill 
be  referred  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  BALLANCE,  in  reply,  said  that  the 
objections  taken  were  merely  to  the  details  of 
the  Bill,  which  he  had  reserved  for  Committee, 
He  assured  them  that  he  only  adhered  to  the 
one  principle  which  he  laid  down  in  moving  the 
second  reading— that  of  local  management.  So 
far  as  any  other  detail  was  concerned,  the  ques- 
tion was  quite  open.  He  was  prepared  to  receive 
any  amendment  which  might  be  made  in  Com- 
mittee and  to  accept  the  voice  of  the  Committee 
upon  it.  With  regard  to  the  first  subsection  of 
clause  31,  which  provided  that  one-third  of  Ihe 
resident  and  day  scholars  should  be  admitted 
free,  he  thought  the  honorable  member  for  Hoki- 
tika  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  entirely  misconceived  iu 
cliaracter.  At  the  present  time  all  the  scholars 
receiving  education  in  the  school  had  to  pay  high 
fees.  It  was  in  order  to  provide  free  education 
for  a  certain  number  that  this  clause  had  been  pal 
in.  The  clause  did  not  limit  the  number  who 
should  receive  free  education  to  one-third.  The 
meaning  of  the  clause  was,  that  at  least  one-third 
should  receive  free  education.  The  word  "only" 
was  not  in  the  claose.    However,  he  was  prepared 
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to  rely  on  the  trust  itself,  and  haye  this  clause 
eliminated  from  the  Bill.  With  regard  to  the 
nominee  Board,  he  agreed  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  Citj  that  there  should, 
perhaps,  be  a  sprinkling  of  the  elective  element 
in  it,  and  he  was  quite  willing  to  meet  the  views 
of  the  House  on  that  subject.  The  Minister  of 
Lands  appeared  to  think  it  altogether  incon- 
sistent that  he  (Mr.  Ballance)  should  have  advo- 
cated higher  education,  when  the  trust  itself 
provided  for  the  education  of  the  poor.  He  did 
not  accept  that  position  at  all.  His  oninion 
was,  that  higher  education  should  be  provided  for 
the  poor,  that  every  person  should  have  access  to 
the  higher  schools  of  the  colony,  and  that  higher 
schools  should  not  be  maintained  for  the  rich 
alone.  If  they  confined  the  trust  to  that  pur- 
pose, and  made  it  available  for  the  education  of 
poor  children  in  the  higher  branches  of  educa- 
tion, they  would  be  doing  a  work  very  mueli 
required  indeed. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

LYTTELTON  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

Mr.  ALLWRIGHT,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  would  inform  honorable 
members  that  its  object  was  simply  to  empower 
the  Lyttelton  Borough  Council  and  the  Lyttelton 
Harbour  Board  to  exchange  certain  land  for  the 
purpose  of  defining  the  boundary-line  between 
the  properties  of  those  two  bodie*i.  The  matter 
had  been  arranged  between  these  local  bodies, 
and  the  boundary-line  agreed  to  by  them. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  wished  to  know  whether 
this  Bill  should  not  bo  considered  a  private  one, 
inasmuch  as  it  contained  a  clause — the  4ih  clause 
— similar  to  a  provision  contained  in  a  measure 
which  he  had  himself  introduced  relating  to  com- 
pen»ation,  and  which  was  dealt  with  as  a  private 
JBill.  If  the  rights  of  private  persons  were  inter- 
fered with  in  any  way  by  it,  he  presumed  it 
should  be  considered  a  private  Bill. 

Mr.  HALL  said,  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  acquainted  with  the  circumstances,  he  would 
not  for  a  moment  suppose  that  this  was  a  private 
Bill.  In  many  public  Bills  the  rights  of  private 
individuals  might  be  afifected  in  a  manner  that 
would  entitle  them  to  compensation  from  the 
public  purse,  and  the  Public  Works  Act  provided 
the  way  in  which  such  compensation  should  bo 
paid.  The  object  sought  to  be  attained  bj  this 
Bill  was  one  which  had  been  agreed  upon  between 
the  Lyttelton  Borough  Council  and  the  Lyttelton 
Harbour  Board.  Owing  to  certain  reclamation 
works,  the  original  line  of  high-water  mark  could 
in  many  places  not  now  be  ascertained,  and 
therefore  the  boundary-line  between  the  property 
belonging  to  these  two  bodies  respectively  had 
become  indistinct.  It  had  been  arranged  that  a 
new  boundary-line  should  be  laid  down,  the  pro- 
perty on  one  side  of  which  should  belong  to  the 
Borough  Council,  and  the  property  on  the  other 
side  to  the  Harbour  Board.  It  was  a  matter 
between  those  two  local  bodies,  yet  one  in  which 
the  public  at  large  was  also  interested.  The 
proposed  arrangement  might  possibly  interfere 
with  proprietary  rights  of  individuals.    Access 


to  properties  might  be  rendered  less  convenient 
than  lutherto;  and  in  that  case  fit  compensation 
was  provided.  The  Bill  had  been  very  carefully 
considered.  It  had  been  under  the  notice  of  the 
Government,  and  the  Public  Works  Department 
had  approved  of  it  as  a  very  useful  measure.  He 
thought  the  House  might  safely  give  its  assent  to 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  did  not  oppose  the  Bill, 
and  was  satisfied  with  the  information  given. 
He  merely  wished  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  a 
public  Bill  or  a  private  Bill.  It  contained  a 
clause  similar  to  the  one  which  was  in  the  Te 
Aro  Reclamation  Bill,  which  he  had  charge  of, 
and  which  was  made  a  private  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

AUCKLAND  TURNPIKE  BILL. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man could  hardly  expect  the  House  to  pass  tho 
second  reading  of  such  an  important  Bill  as  this 
without  a  word  of  explanation.  He  trusted  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  give  the  House  some 
information  upon  it. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  the  Bill  itself  clearly 
showed  its  purport.  He  might  state  that  he 
was  acting  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
County  Council.  He  had  before  him  certain 
resolutions  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Govern- 
ment, I'equesting  that  the  object  aimed  at  by  this 
Bill  should  be  carried  out.  The  amount  of  tolls 
collected  at  the  Tamaki  Bridge,  and  the  Ota- 
huhu  and  Slippery  Creek  toll-bars,  from  the  1st 
April,  1878,  to  the  31st  March,  1871),  was  £359 
5s.  5d.  The  wages  and  other  charges  amounted  to 
£214  Ss.,  leaving  a  balance  of  £144  17s.  5d. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  receipts  were  absorbed 
in  keeping  one  or  two  individuals  employed.  He 
was  only  caiTying  out  the  request  of  the  people 
most  interested  in  bringing  forward  this.  Bill. 

Major  ATKINSON  did  not  know  why  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  come  to  this  House 
and  ask  for  power  to  abolish  these  tolls.  He 
understood  the  County  Council  could  abolish  tho 
toll-bars.  The  honorable  gentleman  should  have 
given  some  reasons  why  the  House  should  be 
asked  to  legislate  on  this  matter.  If  the  toll- 
gates  were  being  maintained  at  a  loss,  that  was 
a  matter  for  the  County  Council  to  deal  with. 
They  did  not  know  whether  the  Bill  would  affect 
any  other  toll-gates.  He  had  not  had  time  to 
look  up  the  matter  to  see  whether  the  Auckland 
Turnpike  Acts  of  1866  included  any  other  cases. 
He  should  like  to  know  why  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  come  to  this  House  instead  of  going  to 
the  County  Council. 

Mr.  HURSTUOUSE  said  that  something  ap- 
pertaining to  this  Bill  bad  been  before  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  last  session,  on  a  petition 
from  a  number  of  residents  of  a  certain  district 
in  Auckland.  His  memory  was  clear  upon  this 
point:  that  there  was  a  certain  road  between 
Auckland  and  Onehunga,  which  was  not  a  county 
road,  or  a  road  belonging  to  any  body  in  parti- 
cular, and  the  General  Government  had  till  then 
been  maintaioing  this  road  in  a  state  of  repair. 
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The  Public  Petitions  Committee  bad  refused  io 
grant  permission  to  abolieh  the  toll-gate  until 
some  satisfactory  arrangement  was  made  with  the 
County  Council  or  other  goTeming  body  as  to 
wl)o  was  to  take  cliarge  of  this  G-reat  South  Boad. 
The  honorable  member  for  Franklin  might  hare 
giren  some  definite  information  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  this  BiU.  He  was  inclined  t-o  think  that 
in  this  case  *'  still  waters  run  deep."  There  was 
a  deal  more  in  this  Bill  than  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  lead  the  House  to  understand.  He 
was  sure  his  honorable  friend  the  member  for 
Newton  could  give  the  House  some  very  valuable 
information  as  to  what  was  intended  by  tliis  Bill. 
He  felt  sure  that,  if  the  House  passed  this  Bill, 
it  would  be  called  upon  to  provide  the  money  for 
the  maintenance  of  this  road  until  it  was  decided 
to  whom  the  road  belonged.  He  understood  it 
formed  the  boundary-line  between  two  counties, 
and  consequently  it  was  not  the  property  of  either. 

Mr.  KELLY  thought  the  debate  ought  to  be 
adjourned  to  enable  honorable  members  to  ascer- 
tain exactly  the  object  of  this  Bill,  and  how  far 
it  affected  a  particular  county  in  the  Provincial 
District  of  Auckland.  The  subject  came  before 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  last  session,  and 
from  inquiries  made  by  the  Committee  it  ap- 
peared that  there  were  certain  roads  which  were 
not  under  the  County  Councils  or  within  Koad 
Board  districts,  and  on  which  tolls  were  collected. 
Since  the  passing  of  the  Abolition  of  Provinces 
Act,  the  toll-gates  on  those  roads  were  taken  over 
by  the  General  Government,  and  were  still  held 
by  the  Government.  The  tolls  collected  were 
the  property  of  the  General  Government,  and 
were  expended  on  those  roads.  Should  the  toll- 
gates  be  abolished,  the  General  Government 
would  be  held  responsible  for -the  maintenance  of 
these  roads,  but  would  have  no  funds  for  that 
purpose.  He  thought  some  of  the  toll-gates 
ought  to  be  abolished,  because  the  revenue  derived 
from  them  was  of  no  practical  value  in  maintain- 
ing the  roads.  The  toll-bar  on  the  road  between 
Auckland  and  Onehunga  was  in  a  different  posi- 
tion, inasmuch  as  there  was  a  substantial  revenue 
derived  from  it.  He  thought  that  source  of 
revenue  should  not  be  taken  away  without  some 
other  provision  being  made  for  maintaining  the 
road.  The  revenue  of  the  colony  could  not  be 
applied  to  the  maintenance  of  local  roads  in  the 
part  of  the  country  which  this  Bill  referred  to 
without  opening  np  the  question  of  making  like 
expenditure  in  all  parts  of  the  colony  on  main 
roads. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  his  object  in  rising  was  simply 
to  say  this  :  that  he  assumed  the  purpose  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Franklin  had  in  view 
was  to  abolish  turnpikes  on  the  public  roads 
in  his  district.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  asked 
why  this'  could  not  be  done  under  the  Counties 
Act.  The  answer  to  that  was,  that  the  Counties 
Act  was  hung  up  in  the  Manukau  County.  There 
was  ample  power,  without  this  Bill,  to  abolish 
tolls.  In  cases  where  the  Counties  Act  was  hung 
up  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  could  exercise 
powers  under  section  117  of  "  The  Public  Works 
Act,  1876,"  which  enabled  him  to  abolish  tolls. 
The  power  sought  to  be  obtained  by  this  Bill 
Mr.  Hvrsfhouse 


eonld  be  fully  exercised  by  the  Minister  for  Pablio 
Works  if  he  chose.  He  understood  the  honor- 
able member  wished  to  have  these  turnpikes 
abolished,  which  could  be  effected  by  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  so  conferred ;  but  Jie  presumed  the 
honorable  member  took  this  course  as  being  a 
more  expeditious  way  of  doing  it. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  debate  nega- 
tived. 

Colonel  TELMBLE  said  that,  the  House  baring 
decided  not  to  adjourn  the  debate,  he  woidd  sug- 
gest the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  He  did  so  on  this 
ground :  that  there  was  no  information  before  the 
House  at  present  to  warrant  the  House  in  pasfting 
the  Bill.  It  was  usual  to  explain  the  principle 
of  a  Bill  on  the  motion  for  the  second  reading. 
This  had  not  been  done.  He  gathered  from  a 
few  minutes'  conversation  that  the  district  witliin 
which  these  roads  were  situated  was  a  county  which 
had  not  brought  the  Counties  Act  into  operation 
within  its  boundaries.  Under  the  Counties  Act,  as 
soon  as  it  was  brought  into  operation  the  County 
Council  could  take  over  all  roads  and  keep  them 
in  order.  From  that  moment  there  was  a  body 
in  existence  which  could,  if  it  chose,  act  on  behalf 
of  the  people.  If  it  did  not  choose  to  take  that 
position,  the  House  ought  not  to  relieve  the  dis- 
trict of  its  responsibilities.  He  was  told  that,  by 
a  curious  manipulation,  a  Boad  Board  had  its 
boundary  on  each  side  of  this  road,  thus  placing 
the  road  between  two  jurisdictions.  If  the 
county  were  properly  organized  under  the  Act 
any  difficidty  could  be  got  over  by  the  Couuty 
Council  taking  the  road  over.  Until  the  people 
came  forward  and  did  their  duty  in  the  matter 
the  House  ought  not  to  relieve  them. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  the  House  was  fairly 
entitled  to  some  further  information  than  it 
had  yet  obtained  about  the  effect  which  this  Bill 
would  have.  If  the  statement  of  the  last  speaker 
were  correct,  the  road  in  question  was  not  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  particular  Koad  Board. 
If  that  were  the  case,  and  these  turnpikes  were 
abolished,  he  would  like  to  ask,  whence  Avere  the 
funds  to  come  for  the  maintenance  of  the  road? 
At  present  it  was  maintained,  he  supposed,  to  a 
great  extent  from  the  proceeds  of  these  turn- 
pikes. Was  this  road  to  be  thrown  on  the  colony 
at  large,  or  to  bo  maintained  from  some  local 
source  ?  The  House  was  entitled  to  information 
on  this  point,  before  it  was  asked  to  read  the  Bill 
a  second  time.  He  did  not  wish  to  throw  any 
unnecessary  difficulty  in  the  way  of  passing  the 
Bill,  but  he  thought  that  before  it  was  read  a 
second  time — and  a  number  of  honorable  members 
seemed  determined  to  pass  it — the  House  should 
have  the  information  he  now  asked  for,  namely, 
whence  were  the  funds  for  maintaining  this  road 
to  come,  if  these  turnpikes  were  abolished  ?  Was 
the  colony  to  provide  the  means,  or  was  the  money 
to  bo  derived  from  a  local  source  ? 

Mr.  SURIMSKI  said  that  in  reply  to  the 
Premier's  question  ho  would  ask  that  honorable 
gentleman,  where  were  the  funds  to  come  from 
lor  the  maintenance  of  the  road  between  Christ- 
church  and  Hokitika  ?  That  road  cost  the  colony 
something  like  £10,000  a  year,  but  nothing  was 
said  about  that.     Here  was  a  road  which  was 
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not  recognized  by  either  county.  The  tolls  which 
were  collected  from  these  turnpikes  amounted  to 
very  little  over  and  above  the  expenditure  in- 
curred for  looking  afler  the  toll-bar,  and  the  little 
that  was  gained  was  not  sufficient  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  road.  He  did  not  think  the 
Government  had  any  right  to  object  in  this  mat- 
ter, when  there  was  a  road  elsewhere  costing 
£10,000  a  year,  and  not  a  word  was  said  about  it. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  he  should  be  quite  satisfied 
if  he  were  certain  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
knew  anything  about  the  Bill.  But  the  difficulty 
had  really  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  member 
who  had  charge  of  the  Bill  not  sajing  a  word 
about  it  on  moving  the  second  reading.  He 
merely  brought  in  the  Bill  and  said,  "  Gentlemen, 
will  you  pass  this  Bill?"  and  then  he  eat  down. 
When  he  was  asked  for  some  information,  he 
said  only  a  few  words  which  nobody  understood. 
He  (Mr.  Bowen)  could  not  say  whether  it  was 
a  good  or  a  bad  Bill.  He  did  not  think  it  rea- 
sonable to  call  on  the  House  to  legislate  in  this 
way.  It  was  not  respectful  to  the  House  to 
throw  a  Bill  down  in  this  way,  and  they  would 
make  themselves  perfect  laughing-stocks  if  they 
passed  a  Bill  without  knowing  anything  about 
it.  The  honorable  member  said  this  Bill  referred 
to  one  particular  turnpike.  As  far  as  he  could 
see  on  the  face  of  it,  the  Bill  did  not  refer  to 
any  one  turnpike.  They  liad  heard  something 
about  these  turnpikes  before,  and  he  knew,  from 
something  that  happened  in  a  Committee,  that 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  amongst  Auck- 
land members  about  this  matter.  The  Christ- 
church  and  Hokitika  Road  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter.  The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Shrimskl)  might  object  to  that  road  being  taken 
up  as  a  national  work ;  but  it  had  been  so  taken 
up  in  order  to  keep  communication  open  between 
the  £ast  and  West  Coasts.  However,  tliat  was 
not  the  question  at  all. 

Mr.  HALL. — ^There  is  a  turnpike  on  it. 

Mr.  BOWEN  belieTed  there  was.  This  BUI 
dealt  with  a  question  that  might  be  raised  with 
regard  to  any  county  in  the  country.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  pause  before  it  passed  the 
second  reading  of  a  Bill  in  this  sudden  and  head- 
long manner. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  suggested  that  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill  shoiud  be  postponed  for  a 
week,  in  order  that  full  information  concerning 
it  might  be  placed  before  the  House. 

Major  HARRIS  said  that  in  the  District  of 
Franklin  there  were  two  toll-gates.  By  paying 
at  one,  persons  got  free  through  tlie  other.  The 
amount  of  tolls  collected  at  the  two  gates  from 
the  Ist  April,  1878,  to  the  Slst  March,  1879,  was 
£291  18s.  lid.,  and  the  charges  were  £185  17s., 
leaving  a  balance  of  £106  Is.  lid.  That  sum 
of  £106  was  hardly  of  any  account  in  keeping 
the  road  in  repair.  The  ratepayers  were  willing 
that  the  toll-gate  should  bo  removed,  and  that 
the  maintenance  of  the  roads  should  be  made  a 
charge  on  the  county.  They  had  previously  paid 
£600  for  the  repair  of  a  bridge  in  the  county, 
and  that  money  was  taken  out  of  the  county 
gmnt.  He  felt  confident  honorable  members 
vould  agree  that  where  it  was  necessary  to  pay 


£200  in  order  to  collect  a  sum  of  £300  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  maintain  a  toll.  Therefore  he 
thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  abolish  the  toll- 
gates  altogether.  The  Highway  Boards  in  the 
Eden  County  would  be  willing  to  keep  the  roads 
in  repair.  The  County  Council  of  Manukau  had 
determined  not  to  bring  the  Counties  Act  into 
force.  When  complaint  about  the  toll-gates  was 
made  to  the  Government,  representatives  were 
invited  to  go  to  Auckland  to  consult  with  the 
Colonial  Secretary  on  the  matter.  That  gentle- 
man politely  told  them  that  he  wished  to  get  a 
sum  of  £500  to  repair  a  certain  bridge,  and  he 
gave  them  to  understand  that  it  was  only  through 
courtesy  that  he  had  invited  them,  and  that,  if 
they  said,  "  No,  we  will  not  give  the  money," 
he  would  stop  it  and  pay  the  sum  as  though  they 
were  quite  satisfied.  They  gave  way  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  courteously,  because  they  could 
not  do  anything  else.  He  repeated,  that  it  was 
absurd  to  pay  away  such  large  sums  of  money  in 
the  county  for  the  collection  of  a  sum  which  was 
not  worth  collecting;  and  when  the  ratepayers 
showed  a  disposition  to  help  themselves  and  allow 
the  money  to  be  stopped  from  their  county  reve- 
nue he  thought  the  Government  ought  to  meet 
them  half-way,  and  not  force  a  system  upon  them 
which  they  despised. 

Mr.  SEDDON  intended  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  The  sooner  the  House  got 
rid  of  this  method  of  maintaining  roads  the  better. 
In  the  other  colonies  they  were  abolishing  toll- 
gates  as  an  iniquitous  system.  It  was  an  iniqui- 
tous system,  because  the  cost  of  collection  was 
about  50  per  cent.,  and,  that  being  so,  the  sooner 
it  was  done  away  with  the  better.  With  regard 
to  the  particular  case  before  the  House,  it  seemed 
to  be  met  by  a  subsection  of  the  93rd  clause  of  the 
Public  Works  Act,  which  says,  "If  the  whole 
of  the  Counties  Act  is  not  in  force  in  any  county, 
the  words  '  County  Council,*  in  the  three  preced- 
ing subsections,  shall  be  taken  to  mean  the  Minis- 
ter." The  Minister  for  Public  Works  therefore, 
in  certain  cases,  had  power  to  abolish  these  toll- 
gates  if  lie  thought  it  advisable  ;  but,  seeing  that 
he  would  be  placed  in  rather  an  invidious  position 
— because,  if  ho  aboUshed  toll-gates,  he  would  be 
asked  directly  for  a  vote  to  maintain  the  roads — 
he  would,  very  wisely,  refrain  from  exercising  the 
prerogative  given  to  him  under  this  clause  until 
the  House  had  expressed  its  approval.  With 
regard  to  the  Turnpike  Acts  mentioned  by  the 
honorable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  it  would 
be  found,  on  reference  to  the  Schedule  attached  to 
the  Public  Works  Act,  that  "The  Turnpike  Act, 
1866,"  and  "The  Turnpike  Act  1866  Amend- 
ment Act,  1866,"  were  repealed.  So  that,  as  far 
as  the  4th  clause  of  the  Bill  was  concerned,  the 
provision  it  contained  for  the  repeal  of  previous 
Acts  was  not  necessary.  He  thought  it  would  be 
seen  from  the  figures  that  had  been  quoted  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  this  matter  should 
be  dealt  with,  and  that  the  sooner  they  laid  down 
a  precedent  the  better.  He  would  point  out,  a« 
a  further  instance  of  the  inconvenience  of  the 
system,  that  it  sometimes  happened  that,  where 
there  were  two  local  bodies,  the  revenue  from  a 
toll-gate  had  to  go  to  the  nearest  county,  which 
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haTing  the  shortest  road  to  maintain,  would  not 
remove  the  toll-gate  but  would  still  keep  taxing 
the  other  county.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  thought  it  was  time  that  all  the  toll-gates 
throughout  the  colony  were  abolished ;  and  if  the 
honorable  member  had  broufuht  in  a  Bill  with 
that  object,  it  would  have  had  his  support,  and, 
he  helieved,  that  of  a  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LUNDON  thought  the  honorable  member 
who  niored  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  was 
to  blame  for  not  having  given  some  explanation 
with  regard  to  it.  When  the  toll-gates  were 
instituted  in  Auckland  it  was  only  done  by  the 
Provincial  Council  as  a  temporary  measure,  failing 
a  sufficient  revenue  for  the  purpose  from  other 
sources.  The  County  of  Manukau  was,  next  to 
Eden,  the  richest  in  the  Province  of  Auckland ; 
and  it  was  owing  to  its  action  in  refusing  to  bring 
the  Counties  Act  into  operation  that  the  toll-bars 
had  not  been  abolished.  The  toll-bar  at  New- 
market was  almost  entirely  kept  up  by  the  people 
of  Onehunga — chiefly  the  market  jsardeners  and 
the  passengers  in  the  omnibuses.  The  honorable 
member  for  Franklin  (Major  Harris)  had  only 
given  the  figures  for  the  Otahuhu  and  Slippery 
Creek  toll-gates,  which  were  in  the  honorable 
gentleman's  own  county,  and  he  had  not  said 
anything  about  the  toll-gates  at  Newmarket  and 
on  the  North  Road.  The  whole  of  them,  in  his 
(Mr.  Lundon's)  opinion,  ought  to  be  abolished,  as 
they  were  not  worth  the  revenue  collected.  At 
one  time  there  was  as  much  as  £8,000  a  year 
collected  at  the  Newmarket  toll-gate,  but  now  the 
amount  had  decreased  to  about  £800  or  £900, 
which,  as  he  said  before,  was  almost  entirely 
collected  from  the  poor  people  in  the  Town  of 
Onehunga,  who  had,  besides,  three  miles  of  road  to 
maintain  from  their  own  boundary  to  the  wharf. 
If  the  House  was  wise,  it  would  do  away  with 
toll-bars  altogether.  It  was  a  miserable  way  of 
collecting  revenue,  and,  as  far  as  Auckland  was 
concerned,  was  only  resorted  to  as  a  temporary 
expedient.  He  had  not  intended  to  speak,  and 
only  rose  to  say  a  word  on  behalf  of  the  district 
in  which  he  was  interested.  He  hoped  the  Bill 
would  bo  read  a  second  time. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  would  be  altogether 
a-  waste  of  time  to  proceed  any  further  in  this 
matter.  There  was  no  doubt,  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Hokitika  had  pointed  out,  that  no 
such  Acts  as  those  sought  to  be  repealed  were 
in  existence:  they  were  repealed  in  the  Public 
Works  Act  of  1876.  There  might  be  some 
other  Acts,  but  they  were  not  in  Cumin's  Index, 
nor  could  he  find  them  anywhere  else.  If  there 
were  gates  such  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
de? cribed,  which  cost  more  to  keep  up  than  the  re- 
venue returned  from  them,  the  matter  i^ould  be 
introediately  altered  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  go  to  the  Government  about  it.  There 
could  be  no  possible  object  in  wasting  money 
like  that.  There  waspower,  under  the  117th 
section  of  the  Public  Works  Act,  for  the  County 
Council,  where  the  county  was  in  full  operation, 
to  deal  with  the  toll-gat^s ;  and  in  the  Counties 
Act  Amendment  Act  it  was  provided  that, 
where  the  county  was  not  in  full  operation,  the 
Governor,  by  Order  in  Council,  could  deal  with  ' 
Jfr.  Seddon 


the  matter.  He  would  suggest  that  the  honor- 
able  members  for  Franklin  should  see  the  Gro- 
vernment  next  day ;  and  if  they  could  make  out 
a  case,  action  would  be  taken.  But,  haying  given 
this  power  to  the  counties,  it  would  be  very 
unreasonable  for  them  to  deal  with  the  matin* 
in  the  summary  way  proposed,  without  any  of 
the  counties  in  such  a  largo  district  as  Auckland 
having  a  voice  in  the  matter.  He  was  himsdf 
very  much  opposed  to  turnpikes.  As  a  rule  they 
were  a  very  expensive  means  of  collecting  revenue. 
But  it  seemed  to  him  that,  having  relegated  this 
question  to  the  local  bodies,  they  should  leave 
it  to  the  discretion  of  those  bodies  to  decide 
whether,  under  their  particular  circumstances, 
it  was  or  was  not  desirable  that  the  toll-gates 
should  be  continued.  He  trusted  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  withdraw  the  Bill,  because,  if 
passed,  it  would  be  absolutely  inoperative. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  reply,  said  the  statement 
which  had  just  been  quoted  happened  to  have 
come  from  the  Colonial  Secretary's  office.  He 
was  speaking  from  facts  which  had  been  supplied 
to  the  County  Council  in  reply  to  their  request 
to  have  the  tolls  abolished.  The  Colonial  Secre- 
tary replied,  stating  it  could  not  be  done,  and 
consequently  this  Bill  had  been  introduced  with 
the  sole  object  of  abolishing  all  toll-gates  in  the 
Provincial  District  of  Auckland.  Manukau  and 
Eden  were  the  only  two  counties  affected  by  the 
tolls.  The  statement  he  made  a  few  minutes  ago 
referred  to  three  gates — namely,  Otahuhu,  Slip- 
pery Creek,  and  Tamaki  Bridge.  With  reference 
to  the  amount  paid  at  the  Newmarket  and  other 
toll-gates,  he  felt  sure  that  when  the  return  he 
had  that  day  asked  for  was  laid  on  the  table 
it  would  be  found  that  there  was  a  great  dis- 
crepancy as  to  the  amount.  He  had  thought  that 
before  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
it  would  be  desirable  to  have  ^.he  return,  aiMl 
that  was  why  he  had  asked  for  it ;  and  when 
he  desired  the  House  to  consent  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  to-night,  it  was  with  the 
intention  of  not  proceeding  with  the  committal 
until  Tuesday  week,  by  which  time  the  return 
would  no  doubt  be  in  the  hands  of  houorable 
members,  and  they  would  be  convinced  that  these 
tolls  were  simply  a  burden  upon  the  people,  and 
that  no  good  was  derived  from  them. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT  ABOLITION 
BILL. 
Mr.  HUTCHISON,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  that  when  he  gave  notice  of 
its  introduction,  and  thus  became  a  law-reformer 
in  a  small  way,  he  quite  forgot  that  ihete  were  a 
number  of  legal  gentlemen  in  the  House,  and  he 
now  began  to  be  alarmed  at  his  temerity.  How- 
ever, it  was  a  very  little  Bill,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  would  e  vol  re  much  opposition  even  from 
the  legal  members  of  the  House.  Its  principle 
was  that  of  total  abolition  of  imprisonment  for 
debt.  He  did  not  intend  to  take  up  any  strong 
ground  against  the  principle  of  imprisonment  for 
debt.  That  might  or  might  not  be  a  good  prin- 
ciple ;  but  he  liardly  thought  it  was  a  good  prin- 
ciple, for  he  did  not  see  any  likelihood  of  a  man 
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making  the  money  to  pay  his  debts  while  he 
was  kept  in  prison.  But  our  forefathers  held — 
they  must  have  adopted  it  from  the  old  Koman 
law — that  if  a  man  could  not  pay  in  purse  he 
ought  to  pay  in  person.  They  went  in  for  that 
Tery  strongly.  But  the  question  was  not  whether 
imprisonment  for  debt  was  wise  or  not.  There 
fbight  be  a  difference  of  opinion  on  that  point ; 
but  he  thought  there  would  be  no  difference 
of  opinion  upon  this  point :  that,  if  there  was 
to  be  imprisonment  for  debt,  it  ought  to  be  of 
a  general  and  not  of  a  partial  character;  and 
what  he  now  submitted  was  that,  while  they  had 
got  into  the  pleasant  fiction  of  believing  that 
imprisonment  for  debt  had  been  abolished,  prac- 
tically it  had  not  been  so.  There  was  a  class 
of  people  who  still  suffered  imprisonment  for  debt 
— so  much  so  that  there  really  was  now  one 
law  for  the  big  debtor  and  another  for  the  little 
one,  the  result  being  that  the  latter  got  all  the 
kicks  and  the  former  all  the  halfpence.  They 
never  heard  now  of  a  man  being  imprisoned 
for  £50,  £60,  or  £100— he  went  through  the 
process  of  being  "whitewashed,"  without  any 
serious  consequence  to  himself ;  but  the  poor 
man  who  owed  only  a  small  sum  of  money,  as 
every  person  who  had  to  attend  the  Resident 
Magistrates'  Courts  must  know,  had  to  suffer 
by  a  judgment  summons.  The  number  of  these 
judgment  summonses  must  be  very  great  —  so 
great  that  he  thought  at  one  time  of  moving  for 
a  return  of  the  number  issued  tliroughout  the 
colony;  but  his  impression  was,  that  there  was 
now  more  imprisonment  for  debt  than  there  was 
previous  to  the  passing  of  the  existing  Act.  At 
all  events,  he  felt  that  this  partial  imprisonment 
for  debt — this  system  whereby  people  who  owed 
small  sums  of  money  were  sent  to  prison,  and 
people  who  owed  large  sums  of  money  were  never 
sent  to  prison — was  an  inj  ustiee.  Then  there  was 
another  fiction  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
and  that  was  this  :  that  these  unfortunate  men 
were  sent  to  gaol,  not  because  they  had  not  paid 
their  debts,  but  because  they  had  treated  the 
Court  with  contempt.  Any  person  who  had  read 
*'The  Antiquary"  would  remember  that  Sir 
Walter  Scott  had  a  very  ingenious  chapter  upon 
that  point,  wherein  he  showed  the  mercy  of  the 
Scotch  law.  He  showed  how  debtors  were  never 
sent  to  prison  for  debt,  but  His  Majesty  com- 
manded a  person  to  pay  £50  or  £60,  as  the  cfise 
might  be;  and.  if  he  did  not  pay  it,  he  was  charged 
with  being  disloyal,  and  had  to  go  to  gaol  for  his 
disloyalty.  But  he  had  to  go  to  gaol  all  the  same : 
and  that  was  the  case  here.  The  object  of  this 
Bill  was  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  en- 
tirely. It  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  that  there 
was  still  something  wanting  in  this  Bill.  Ho 
wished  to  compel  every  person  to  pay  who  was 
able  to  pay,  or  to  make  him  suffer  as  a  criminal ; 
but  there  was  an  omission  in  the  Bill,  which  of 
coarse  would  have  to  be  rectified  in  Committee — 
there  was  no  means  of  recovering  penalties.  He 
was  willing  to  make  the  non-payment  of  legal 

Penalties  an  offence,  punishable  by  imprisonment, 
t  had  also  been  pointed  out  to  him  that  possibly 
a  debtor  aeainst  whom  a  judgment  summons  had 
been  issued  might  haye  means  that  could  not  be 
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attached  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  For 
instance,  a  debtor  might  have  debts  owing  to 
him,  or  he  might  have  money  in  the  bank,  and 
the  bailiff  could  not  reach  these.  In  order  not  to 
make  the  Bill  cumbrous  or  difficult  to  understand, 
he  had  endeavoured  to  meet  this  case  in  another 
way.  The  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City 
(Mr.  Pitt)  had  introduced  a  couple  of  BiUs  to 
effect  certain  reforms,  and  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  kindly  consented  to  add  to  these  Bills 
several  clauses  which  would  meet  this  defect. 
He  had  merely  to  say,  in  addition,  that  the  Bill 
contained  a  saving  clause — ^that  was  to  say,  that 
any  judgment  passed  before  this  Bill  came  into 
operation  should  continue  in  force.  His  proposal, 
however,  was,  that  after  the  1st  January,  1880, 
no  individual  should  remain  in  prison  for  debt, 
pure  and  simple.  There  was  one  other  object 
he  had  indirectly  in  view  in  this  Bill,  which  was 
not  brought  out  very  clearly,  and  that  was,  that 
those  small  debts  which  usually  led  to  the  issue 
of  judgment  summonses  should,  in  point  of  fact, 
be  treated  as  debts  of  honor.  It  was  much 
better  that  a  poor  man  should  buy  only  as  far 
as  he  could  pay,  and  that  the  credit  system  for 
small  sums  should  cease  to  a  large  extent.  It 
was  an  equivocal  system  for  the  buyer  as  well  as 
for  the  seller  j  and  if  a  grocer  or  other  trades- 
man, knowing  a  man's  circumstances,  chose  to 
give  him  credit,  he  should  have  to  trust  to  the 
man's  honor  to  pay.  In  nearly  all  cases  a  man 
would  pay  if  he  possibly  could ;  and,  if  he  &iled, 
the  tradesman  ought  not  to  have  the  right  to 
drag  him  before  the  Court.  He  begged  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HALL,  without  committing  himself  en- 
tirely to  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood,  would  vote  for 
its  second  reading.  The  subject  would  require 
careful  consideration  before  the  measure  was 
passed,  as  there  were  one  or  two  classes  of  cases 
not  provided  for  in  it  which  practically  amounted 
to  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  a  debtor,  and  which 
should  not  go  unpunished.  It  would  also  be 
necessary  to  make  provision  for  the  recovery  of 
penalties. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  the  Bill  did  not  provide 
for  the  case  of  persons  who  were  about  to  leave 
the  colony  without  finding  security  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts.  The  existing  law  was  very 
hazy  upon  that  point,  and  it  would  be  well  for 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  consider  it.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  spirit  of  the  BilL  No  doubt  the 
operation  of  the  recent  Act  had  been  to  drive 
into  gaol  a  large  number  of  very  small  debtors, 
who  were  quite  unable  to  pay  their  debts ;  and  it 
simply  resulted  in  depriving  them  of  power  to 
find  means  for  the  support  of  their  wives  and 
children,  without  securing  any  corresponding  bene- 
fit to  the  creditor.  The  theory  of  the  present  law 
was,  that  a  person  was  not  put  into  gaol  unless 
after  judgment  was  recovered,  and  when  he,  having 
means,  neglected  to  satisfy  that  judgment.  In 
other  words,  ho  was  imprisoned  for  misappro- 

? Hating  money  which  belonged  to  his  crecUtors. 
herefore,  although  it  was  called  imprisonment 
for  debt,  it  was  really  punishment  of  the  debtor 
for  fraud  committed  on  the  creditor  by  not  paying 
when  he  had  the  means  of  paying.    He  quite 
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agreed  "with  the  Premier  that  this  Bill  would 
require  some  cousideration  before  it  was  passed 
in  its  present  form,  and  the  House  ought  not  to 
drift  from  one  position  into  a  totally  different 
one  without  careful  consideration. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD  could  recollect  that 
when,  some  years  ago,  Mr.  Gillies  introduced  a 
Bill  for  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
precisely  the  same  arguments  were  used  as  those 
which  his  honorable  friend  who  had  just  sat 
down  brought  forward.  It  was  said  to  be  an 
extremely  bold  measure,  and  that  there  were  a 
great  many  points  to  be  considered  which  were 
not  provided  for  in  the  Bill.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  Bill  was  knocked  about  amongst  the 
lawyers  until,  instead  of  being  a  rery  short  and 
simple  measure,  as  it  was  introduced,  it  became 
Tery  long  and  involved,  so  that  now  it  was  neces- 
sary to  introduce  another  Bill  to  repeal  it,  in 
almost  the  same  shape  as  the  Bill  which  Mr. 
Gillies  first  introduced.  The  simpler  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  was,  the  better ;  for  he  did  not  see  under 
what  pretence  the  Legislature  should  imprison  a 
man  for  owing  money  to  another.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  spoke  quite  truly  when  be  said 
that  if  you  put  a  man  into  gaol  you  prevent  him 
from  pajing  his  debt  and  providing  for  those 
dependent  on  him.  This  system  of  credit  was 
really  nothing  more  than  a  mercantile  transac- 
tion. A  man  gave  another  credit,  not  because 
that  other  was  a  poor  man,  but  because  it  suited 
his  own  business  to  run  the  risk.  Then,  when  he 
found  that  he  had  made  a  mistake,  and  could 
not  get  his  money  bock,  he  ran  to  the  Legislature 
and  cried,  "  I  have  not  read  this  man's  character 
properly.  I  have  made  a  mistake.  I  thought  he 
would  pay  me,  and  he  will  not.  Punish  him. 
Put  him  in  gaol."  That  was  what  was  at  the 
bottom  of  all  this  credit  system.  The  tradesman 
gave  credit  because  he  could  hold  it  in  terrorem 
over  his  customer's  head  that  lie  had  power  to 
put  him  in  gaol  if  he  did  not  pay.  He  con- 
tended that  from  beginning  to  end  it  was  purely 
a  matter  of  trade  and  bargain,  and  there  would 
be  very  much  less  of  tliis  excessive  credit  if  the 
creditor  had  no  such  power  over  the  debtor.  The 
Legislature  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  this 
matter.  It  was  a  mercantile  transaction  between 
one  man  and  another,  and  the  sooner  they  were 
rid  of  it  in  every  form  the  better. 

Mr.  BARRON  said  that  not  only  did  he  think 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  introduced  this 
Bill  had  initiated  an  excellent  measure,  but  he 
would  like  to  see  the  honorable  gentleman  com- 
mit himself  a  little  further  in  the  direction  of 
abolishing  legislation  between  debtor  and  creditor 
except  in  cases  of  fraud.  It  would  tend  to  in- 
crease the  self-respect  of  people  if  such  legislation 
were  abolished,  and  be  a  saving  of  money  to  the 
State.  Honorable  members  knew  there  were  many 
engagements  entered  into  on  the  Stock  Exchange 
and  on  the  turf  which  the  law  refused  to  enforce, 
and  yet  those  engagements  were  honorably  met. 
Any  default  was  much  rarer  than  in  ordinary 
commercial  transactions  protected  by  the  law. 

Mr.  MURRAY  thought  the  Bill  went  quite 
■officiently  far,  and  he  did  not  think  it  should 
be  encumbered  with  extraneous  matter.  As  the 
Mr»  Stewart 


honorable  gentleman  had  been  so  successful  in  in- 
troducing this  useful  measure,  he  trusted  he  would 
not  stay  his  hand,  but  would  deal  with  the  whole 
of  the  bankruptcy  laws.  It  was,  perfaape,  too 
late  to  do  so  this  session,  but  he  would  recom- 
mend the  matter  to  the  honorable  gentlemmn's 
attention.  He  looked  upon  this  Bill  aa  a  supple- 
ment to  the  great  liberal  measures  they  had  been 
talking  about  so  much,  and  he  was  glad  the 
House  was  about  to  get  rid  of  the  iniquitous  laws 
from  the  Statute  Book  under  which  a  man  could 
be  held  in  slavery  simply  because  he  was  poor. 
This  Bill  he  took  to  be  a  declaration  that  the 
merchant  should  trust  to  the  good  faith  and 
honor  of  his  customer,  and  it  would  tend  to  pre- 
vent a  great  deal  of  that  species  of  credit  whidi 
now  BO  largely  existed. 

Mr.  HISLOP  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  be  satisfied  with  passing  the  first  Uiree 
clauses  of  his  Bill  in  Committee,  as  they  would 
be  quite  sufficient  for  his  purpose.  If  the  hooor- 
able  gentleman  was  satisfied  with  affirming  the 
principle  that  there  should  be  no  imprisonment 
for  debt,  he  would  be  doing  a  good  thing ;  but 
when  he  commenced  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind  to  deal 
with  fraud,  with  false  pretences,  and  with  default 
in  regard  to  fiduciary  property,  he  introduced  sub- 
jects each  of  which  would  abnost  require  a  sepa- 
rate measure  to  deal  with  it.  He  could  not  agree 
with  the  doctrine  that  matters  of  offence  which 
arose  out  of  misdealing  with  property  owned 
by  a  person  owing  money  to  another  were  not 
otfences  against  the  State.  Any  one  who  mis- 
dealt with  property  in  that  way  committed  an 
oficnce  against  the  State  just  as  much  as  manj  of 
those  who  committed  crimes  for  which  the  law 
inflicted  punishment,  and  deserved  to  be  equally 
punished.  He  hoped,  whatever  Government  was 
in  power,  they  would  take  up  the  subjects  dealt 
with  in  the  three  subsections  of  the  4th  dause 
of  this  Bill,  and  introduce  measures  to  prerent 
the  gross  frauds  that  had  hitherto  been  going  on 
in  the  colony.  With  regard  to  imprisonment  for 
debt,  it  must  be  remembered  that  there  were 
measures  on  the  Statute  Book  already  which  re» 
lieved  the  debtor  from  his  burden  if  he  was 
brought  into  the  position  in  which  he  found 
himself  without  dishonesty  on  his  part.  He 
could  get  himself  discharged  from  his  debts,  and 
very  cheaply  too.  If  they  were  to  continue  the 
Small  Debts  Court,  and  protect  the  people  from 
being  cheated  in  a  gross  manner  by  their  debtors, 
the  Government  should  itself  take  the  matter 
into  consideration,  and  have  better  legislation 
placed  on  the  Statute  Book  than  had  hitherto 
existed. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON,  in  reply,  said  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly grateful  to  honorable  members  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  received  this  Bill. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  had  stated 
better  than  he  could  do  the  absolute  necessity 
for  passing  a  measure  which  would  simply  enact 
that  imprisonment  for  debt  was  to  cease;  be- 
cause the  Act  of  1874  was  a  complete  illustra- 
tion of  the  failure  of  an  attempt  employing  many 
words  to  convey  its  meaning.  That  Act  was  in* 
ordinately  elaborate  —  so  ehtborate  that  it  was 
difficult  to  say  what  it  meant ;  but,  whatever  it 
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meant,  a  great  deal  of  oppression  bad  been  com- 
mitted ander  it  in  many  instances.  He  should  be 
rery  happy  to  receire  amend  ments ;  but  he  should 
endearour,  if  possible,  to  keep  to  a  bald  measure. 
Of  course,  if  the  Government  thought  they  could 
introduce  Bills  this  session  to  deal  with  the  Tari- 
ous  matters  included  in  the  subsections  to  the  3rd 
clause,  he  had  no  objection  to  cut  these  subsec- 
tions out;  but  until  that  was  done  it  was  desir- 
able to  provide  some  punishment  for  persons  who 
may  deal  loosely  with  money.  As  to  the  3rd  sub- 
section, he  thought  there  was  a  necessity  for  it. 
He  knew  of  cases  of  parties  who  were  trustees  in 
bankruptcy,  and  who  got  money  in  their  hands 
belonging  to  the  creditors,  and  it  seemed  im- 
possible for  the  creditors  to  get  the  money. 
There  was  another  point  he  had  not  mentioned, 
but  which  was  entirely  njiainst  imprisonment  for 
debt  as  it  at  present  exit^ted.  Under  the  old 
system,  if  a  man  had  a  debtor  imprisoned  he 
■was  bound  to  keep  him  while  in  prison  ;  but 
that  burden  was  now  thrust  upon  the  State, 
and,  moreover,  the  State  had  no  power  to  recoup 
it<elf  by  making  the  man  labour.  Consequently, 
any  view  that  was  taken  showed  that  it  was 
wrong  to  continue  imprisonment  for  debt  in  its 
present  state.  While  willing  to  accept  amend- 
ments, he  hoped  his  legal  friends  would  make 
their  suggestions  as  plain  as  possible. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MINES  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  REEVES,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  said  its  only  object  was  to  remedy  an 
omission  which  had  been  found  to  exist  in  the 
Mines  Act,  in  order  to  give  companies  which  had 
laid  out*  large  sums  of  money  to  develop  theiir 
ground  protection  for  a  certain  time. 

Mr.  HALL  said  unfortunately  the  Minister  of 
Mines  was  not  present,  but,  understanding  the  Bill 
was  to  go  before  the  Gold  Fields  Committee,  he 
had  no  objection  to  the  second  reading.  He  wished 
it  to  be  understood,  however,  that  the  Government 
were  not  committed  by  allowing  the  second  read- 
ing to  be  taken. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  said  he  should  make  no 
objection  to  the  Bill  in  its  present  stage,  but  he 
confessed  he  viewed  such  a  measure  with  some 
jealousy,  because,  as  it  was  framed,  it  gave  largo 
powers  for  what  was  called  locking  up  ground  for 
a  long  period  of  time.  At  tlie  same  time,  it 
could  not  but  be  recognized  that  companies  or 
holders  who  had  laid  out  large  sums  of  money 
in  mining  enterprise  sliould  be  entitled  to  some 
consideration  ;  and  it  was  a  fair  matter  for  con- 
sideration whether  the  present  law  gave  sufficieut 
inducements.  It  seemed  to  him  that  any  mea- 
sure of  this  kind  must  be  watched  with  great 
jealousy  by  the  House,  because,  undoubtedly, 
unless  it  was  carefully  guarded,  speculators  who 
had  failed  in  their  enterprises  might  lock  up  land 
for  a  long  period,  in  the. hope  of  lotting  the  land 
to  people  who  would  be  willing  to  work  it.  How* 
ever,  it  would  come  before  the  Gold  Fields  Com- 
mittee, and  as  the  Committee  would  have  the 
advantage  of  the  advice  of  many  members  new  to 
the  House  of  large   experience,  beyond  stating 


it  must  be  watched  jealously,  he  would  not  urge 
any  objection  against  the  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  he  could  not  do  so  without  a 
reference  to  a  late  member  of  the  House  who  had 
taken  such  a  great  interest  in  all  social  reforms  of 
this  kind,  and  had  devoted  so  much  energy  and 
ability  to  improve  the  condition  of  his  fellow- 
settlers.  Indeed,  had  Sir  W.  Fox  continued 
a  member  of  the  House  he  should  have  felt  it 
to  be  presumptuous  to  take  suoh  a  matter  out 
of  his  hand?,  although,  at  the  same  time,  he  had 
never  been  able  to  entirely  ngree  with  the  view 
he  had  taken  on  this  matter.  The  Bill  that  he 
now  proposed  was  very  similar  to  one  which  ho 
believed  had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Stout,  and 
which  was  circulated  to  some  extent  before  the 
beginning  of  last  session  of  Parliament.  He  had 
made  several  alterations  in  that  Bill  as  it  was 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Stout,  which  he  would  notice 
as  he  went  along.  In  the  meantime,  he  might 
say  that  he  claimed  very  httle  originality  himself 
in  regard  to  the  Bill ;  and  the  great  feature  in 
the  Bill  which  he  valued,  and  which  he  thought 
was  in  itself  worthy  of  a  great  deal  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  was  the  provision  that  rate- 
payers in  any  particular  district  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  saying  whether  the  number  of 
licenses  should  or  should  not  be  increased  dur- 
ing the  next  three  Tears.  That  was  the  part  of 
the  Bill  which  he  hoped  would  be  sanctioned 
very  generally  by  the  House,  from  which  he  ex- 
pected most  good  to  the  country,  and  it  was  the 
only  one  upon  which  he  felt  inclined  to  insist. 
With  regard  to  the  division  of  districts,  it  would 
be  seen  that  in  clause  5  provision  was  made  by 
which — 

"The  licensing  districts  for  all  purposes  of 
the  licensing  laws  shall  henceforth  be  identical 
and  conterminous  respectively  with  existing  and 
fuiurc  (1)  boroughs,  (2)  wards  of  boroughs,  (3) 
ridings  of  counties,  (4)  road  districts  outside 
counties,  (5)  such  other  districts,  in  parts  of  the 
colony  not  comprised  within  any  of  the  fore- 
going, which  the  Governor  in  Council  is  hereby 
authorized  to  constitute,  and  to  vary,  abolish, 
and  reconstitute  from  time  to  time,  as  may  seem 
fitting." 

Tliat  was  one  feature  which  would  provide 
machinery  for  making  the  districts  smaller,  and, 
so  far,  give  a  better  opportunity  to  the  different 
districts  to  decide  what  they  pleased  with  regard 
to  the  increase  of  licenses  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Clause  7  provided  one  important  thing,  which  he 
thought  would  lessen  the  labour  and  anxiety 
which  persons  had  to  undergo  who  wished  to 
prevent  the  granting  of  licenses.     It  provided, — 

"From  and  after  the  commencement  of  this 
Act,  a  publican's  license  fur  any  premises  that 
have  not  been  previously  licensed  shall  be  granted 
only  at  the  quarterly  licensing  meetings  to  be 
held  in  the  moiJth  of  June  in  each  year." 

If  this  were  agreed  to,  those  who  wished  to 
prevent    licenses  being  granted  would    not  be 
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obliged  to  keep  conitantlj  on  the  look-out  eTeiy 
quarter.    The  following  two  clauiM  provided, — 

"  From  and  after  the  oommenceroent  of  this 
Act  no  new  publicans'  licenses,  except  for  pre- 
mises in  respect  of  which  a  license  is  held  and  is 
in  force  at  the  aforesaid  time,  shall  be  granted 
until  the  ratepayers  of  the  district  shall  liave 
preriously  determined,  in  manner  hereinafter 
proTidedy  whether  the  number  of  publicans* 
uoenses  within  the  district  may  or  may  not  be 
increased. 

"The  Chairman  of  the  Licensing  Court  of 
erery  licensing  district  \« herein  a  ratepayers'  roll, 
as  herein  defined,  is  in  force  shall,  by  public 
adrertisoment,  appoint  some  convenient  day  in 
the  month  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty,  and  thereafter  at  the 
same  time  in  every  third  year,  but  not  earlier 
than  fourteen  days  after  the  first  publication  of 
the  aforesaid  advertisement,  for  taking  the  afore- 
said determination  of  the  ratepayers  by  a  poll  to 
be  taken  in  manner  prescribed  in  *  The  Regu- 
lation of  Local  Elections  Act,  1876,'  which,  for 
this  puipose,  is  hereby  incorporated  with  this 
Act." 

That  gave  power  to  a  majority  of  the  rale- 
payers  in  a  district  to  say  whether  there  should 
or  should  not  be  any  more  licenses  granted 
during  the  next  three  years.  That  was  what  he 
considered  the  important  provision  of  the  Bill. 
It  practically  introduced  the  principle  of  local 
option— that  was,  not  for  the  prevention  of  the 
renewal  of  licenses,  but  for  the  prevention  of  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  licenses,  and  giving 
power  to  a  majority  of  the  ratepayers  in  tlie  dis- 
trict to  do  so.    Clause  17  provided, — 

"Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  licensing 
laws  contained,  the  Licensing  Court  shall,  at 
every  licensing  meeting,  entertain  any  petition  or 
memorial  from  the  residents  or  ratepayers  of  the 
licensing  district  having  reference  to  the  granting 
OP  renewal  of  a  license,  on  proof  of  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  signatures  thereto;  and,  if  it  shall 
appear  to  the  Court  that  a  majority  of  at  least 
two-thirds  of  tl>e  residents  or  ratepayers  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  house  in  respect  of  which 
a  license  is  sought,  or  to  which  it  relates,  object 
to  the  granting  of  the  application,  such  Licensing 
Court  shall  refuse  to  grant  such  application." 

Now,  it  had  been  suggested  that  two-thirds  of 
the  residents  of  a  district  might  be  required  to 
prevent  the  renewal  of  a  license,  and  that  half 
should  be  enough  to  prevent  the  granting  of  new 
licenses.  He  thought  that  would  be  undesirable, 
even  in  the  interests  of  the  temperance  cause,  as  it 
would  certainly  lead  the  ratepayers  to  take  less 
interest  in  the  triennial  vote  if  the  same  majority 
could  do  the  same  thing  at  any  other  time ;  and 
for  that  reason  he  did  not  think  it  desirable  to 
give  fewer  than  two-thirds  the  power  to  refuse 
Uoenses,  except  at  the  time  it  was  proposed  to  do 
it  regularly  by  ballot.  Now  they  came  to  that 
important  and  difficult  question  of  compensation. 
In  his  hurry  to  get  the  Bill  before  the  House  as 
soon  as  possible,  he  had  rather  carelessly  allowed 
clause  20  to  express  more  than  he  intended  in 
regard  to  the  subject ;  therefore  in  Committee  he 
would  ask  to  be  allowed  to  alter  clause  20  by 
Mr.  Saunders 


inserting,  in  the  fourth  line,  after*"  all,"  the  word 
"  actually,"  and  then  between  the  words  "  sostiun  " 
and  "  by,"  in  the  same  line,  to  insert  titese  words : 
"  through  depreciation  in  value  of  any  licensed 
freehold  or  leasehold  in  tlieir  possession  or  occu- 
pation." This  would  guard  the  compensation 
from  being  anything  more  than  compensation  for 
outlay  incurred  on  the  security  and  in  oonse- 
quence  of  the  permission  at  present  given  by 
the  law  to  those  who  incurred  tliat  outlay.  He 
wished  the  House  distinctly  to  understand  that 
the  compensation  he  would  support  in  this  mat- 
ter was  just  that  amount  that  would  reim- 
burse an  hotelkeeper  for  any  outlay  he  had 
incurred  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  the  law 
that  induced  him  to  incur  that  outlay.  He  did 
not  want  to  give  compensation  to  a  man  for  any 
loss  of  profits  that  he  might  sustain  in  conse- 
quence of  not  being  allowed  to  carry  on  a  traffic 
which  the  majority  of  his  neighbours  might  con- 
sider injurious  to  their  interests.  He  thought 
that  no  man  had  any  right  to  do  that,  and  there- 
fore a  man  had  no  right  to  claim  cooipensatiou 
for  not  being  allowed  to  do  it ;  but,  whether  his 
trade  wos  injurious  or  not,  he  had  a  right  to  be  pro- 
tected for  any  outlay  he  might  incur  on  the  ^th 
of  an  existing  law.  He  wished  to  draw  the  dis- 
tinction there,  because  it  wa^  a  distinction  which 
should  exist.  On  the  one  band  he  had  succeeded 
in  ofTending  the  licensed  victuallers  by  not  grant' 
ing  more  than  that,  and  he  had  also  managed  to 
offend  a  great  many  of  the  teetotallers  bj  pro- 
posing that  there  should  be  so  much  as  that ;  but 
to  him  it  appeared  perfectly  clear  that,  if  they 
granted  by  law  power  to  any  man  to  incur  an 
outlay,  and  he  incurred  that  outlay  in  the  faith 
that  the  law  would  protect  him  and  that  he  would 
receive  the  benefit  of  thut  outlay,  he  was  entitled 
to  compensation  when  they  so  altered  the  law  as 
to  take  it  away  from  liim.  He  believed  every 
member  of  the  House  had  had  a  pamphlet  put 
into  his  hands  signed  "  Alungo,"  written,  he  un- 
derstood, by  Mr.  Jago.  Although  that  pamphlet 
went  very  largely  into  one  part  of  the  subject, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  it  did  not  in  any  way 
touch  the  real  point  in  question.  It  showed  very 
distinctly  what  no  one  ever  doubted,  that  the 
publican  at  present  wab  liable  to  lose  his  license 
for  various  causes,  and  that  he  had  no  security 
that  the  license  would  be  continued  to  him.  With 
regard  to  the  security,  he  thoroughly  admitted, 
as  all  must  admit,  that  there  were  several  circum- 
stances at  present  which  might  cause  a  man  to 
lose  his  license ;  but  he  did  not  admit  that  a 
license  was  virtually  granted  from  year  to  year. 
For  all  practical  purposes,  a  man  was  quite  justi- 
fied in  expecting,  when  he  took  a  license,  that 
that  license  would  be  continued  to  him  during 
good  behaviour.  So  long  as  he  fulfilled  the  con- 
ditions that  the  law  required  of  him,  he  had  a 
right  to  expect  that  the  license  would  be  con- 
tinued to  him  ;  otherwise  they  would  not  see,  as 
they  frequently  did  at  present,  persons  incurring 
very  large  outlay  for  the  carrying  on  of  such 
traffic.  If  it  were  understood  tJiat  a  man  would 
not  be  likely  to  have  his  license  renewed,  no  one 
would  incur  an  outlay  of  that  kind.  In  the  in- 
terests of  tcnjperance  alone,  without  any  regard 
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to  the  interests  of  the  publican,  or  anj  con- 
siderations of  justice,  it  was  most  undesirable 
to  do  anything  to  lessen  the  confidence  of  people 
in  an  outlay  of  that  kind,  because  he  found 
that  the  greatest  amount  of  mischief  was  done, 
not'  by  houses  on  which  the  greatest  outlay  was 
incurred — large  liotels  which  made  ample  pro- 
Tision  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers — but 
by  those  houses  which  did  not  make  any  con- 
siderable outlay,  and  were,  in  fact,  mere  drink ing- 
sfaops.  Therefore,  in  the  interests  of  temperance, 
he  thought  they  should  not  do  anything  which 
-would  increase  the  number  of  homes  which  sold 
drink  and  did  nothing  else  in  the  way  of  pro- 
viding accommodation  for  travellers.  Mr.  Jago, 
in  his  pamphlet,  had  entirely  failed  to  notice  tbe 
real  facts  of  tbe  case  and  the  real  object  under 
discussion  with  regard  to  compensation  to  the 
publicans.  It  was  quite  true,  as  he  said,  that  the 
publican  was  liable,  for  various  reasons,  to  lose  his 
license  ;  but  he  (Mr.  Saunders),  notwithstanding 
that,  held  that  they  had  no  right  to  introduce  an 
entirely  new  and  unforeseen  element  of  risk  and 
uncertainty,  which  was  no  part  of  the  publican's 
agreement.  He  looked  at  it  in  this  way  :  As 
was  frequently  done,  they  might  let  a  piece  of 
land  to  a  man  for  one  life.  He  had  a  right  to 
occupy  that  land  during  the  continuance  of  that 
particular  life.  He  had  the  risk  to  run  that  that 
life  might  drop  at  any  time  ;  but  he  had  probably 
calculf^ed  the  value  of  that  life  and  incurred  a 
large  expenditure  on  the  land  on  the  faith  of  that 
life.  Having  done  that,  although  the  man  had 
no  security  for  his  outlay — although  it  was  quite 
true  the  property  might  revert  to  the  owner  at  any 
time,  with  all  its  improvements  and  to  the  ruin 
of  the  lessee,  it  would  only  do  so  on  the  terms 
he  had  agreed  upon  himself  ;  but  the  proprietor 
would  have  no  right  to  introduce  another  life  and 
say  to  the  tenant,  "  You  shall  lose  your  property 
at  the  termination  of  either  of  those  lives." 
That  was  exactly  the  alteration  he  would  make 
in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  the  local  option 
principle.  It  was  quite  true  that  tlie  publican 
might  lose  his  license  under  existing  circum- 
stances, but  they  should  not  introduce  an  en- 
tirely new  element  which  the  publican  could  not 
reasonably  calculate  upon  at  the  time  he  incurred 
his  outlay  on  the  security  of  his  license.  That 
was  tbe  ground  upon  which  he  would  say  they 
were  called  upon  to  compensate  the  publican  for 
the  outlay  he  had  incurred  under  security  of  the 
existing  law.  He  did  not  think  they  were  called 
upon  to  compensate  him  for  the  non-continuance 
of  a  traffic  which  the  majority  of  his  neighbours 
considered  in  their  interests  should  be  suspended. 
That  ivas  the  position  he  took  up  in  regard  t^ 
compensation,  and  he  hoped  it  was  one  which 
the  House  would  consider  fair  and  reasonable. 
Having  said  this  much  with  regard  to  compen- 
sation, he  had  no  fixed  opinion  as  to  the  particular 
words  used  in  the  Bill.  Very  likely  the  wording 
might  not  be  satisfactory  to  honorable  members. 
With  eleven  lawyers  in  the  House  the  Bill  would 
not  be  likely  to  suffer  from  want  of  attention  in 
that  direction.  Ho  should  put  himself  in  a  very 
bumble  position,  and  be  quite  prepared  to  take  any 
instruction  or  information  given  him  by  those 


more  able  to  deal  with  the  subject.  With  regard 
to  the  latter  part  of  the  general  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  he  thought  there  were  some  provisions 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City 
that  were  more  complete,  and  preferable  to  his. 
He  should  be  glad  to  incorporate  them  in  his 
Bill,  or  to  put  the  two  Bills  together  in  such  a  way 
as  would  best  provide  for  the  general  efliciency  of 
the  measure.  He  might  say,  however,  that  there 
were  some  provisions  in  that  Bill  which  he  should 
be  exceedingly  sorry  to  see  introduced  into  this 
Bill.  He  referred  especially  to  the  provisions  for 
selling  liquor  on  Sunday.  He  should  be  exceed- 
ingly sorry  to  see  those  provisions  introduced  in 
this  Bill.  In  those  districts  where  liquor  was  not 
allowed  to  be  sold  on  Sunday  the  result  had  been 
most  satisfactory,  and  it  was  much  more  easy  for 
the  police  to  enforce  the  law  under  those  circum- 
stances than  it  would  be  under  any  partial  ssle  of 
liquor  on  Sunday.  He  would  go  back  and  notice 
some  alterations  he  had  made  from  the  Bill  as 
originally  introduced  by  Mr.  Stout.  The  first 
important  alteration  he  had  made  in  the  Bill  was 
with  regard  to  the  voting- papers.  The  voting- 
papers,  as  originally  provided  by  Mr.  Stout,  were 
worded,  "I  vote  to  affirm*'  a  particular  pro- 
posal. He  thought  it  better  to  strike  out  that, 
and  to  put  in,  "  I  vote  that  the  number  of  pub- 
licans' licenses  in  the  district  may  be  increased," 
or,  "  I  vote  that  the  number  of  publicans'  licenses 
in  the  district  may  not  be  increased."  He  found 
that  persons  using  the  baUot-paper  were  certainly 
liable  to  mistake,  and  it  was  best  to  make  matters 
of  that  kind  as  clear  and  as  distinct  as  possible. 
Then  with  regard  to  the  Sunday  clauses  as  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Stout,  he  had  made  this  altera- 
tion:  "For  any  oftence  against  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  committed  within  twelve  months 
after  any  conviction  for  an  offence  of  a  like 
nature,  the  aforesaid  person  shall  be  liable  to 
double  the  aforesaid  penalties,  and,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Court,  shall  also  be  liable  to  forfeit 
his  license."  By  Mr.  Stout's  Bill,  the  penalty 
was  only  £10,  and  there  was  no  provision  to 
increase  the  penalty  in  cases  of  a  repetition  of 
the  offence.  It  was  desirable  that  there  should 
be  an  increase  of  fine  for  a  repetition  of  the 
ofi'ence,  and  that  there  should  be  also  the  power 
of  refusing  to  grant  a  license  to  a  person  who  had 
several  times  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  law. 
He  should  listen  with  very  great  pleasure  to  any 
arguments  that  might  be  brought  forward  on  both 
sides  of  the  question.  As  he  said  before,  the  only 
thing  he  placed  very  much  value  upon  was  tiie 
power  of  the  majority  of  the  ratepayers  in  a  dis- 
trict to  declare  by  vote,  once  in  three  years,  that 
there  should  be  no  furtlier  licenses  granted  in  that 
neighbourhood  for  the  next  three  years.  In  the 
course  of  his  life  he  had  seen  districts  in  which 
no  houses  had  been  licensed  for  the  sale  of  drink 
for  a  vast  number  of  years.  He  always  found 
that,  so  far  from  such  districts  having  suffered 
in  consequence  of  that,  those  districts  were  re- 
markable for  the  general  prosperity,  happiness, 
and  contentment  of  the  people.  In  fact,  he  knew 
one  district  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Nebon 
where  that  had  been  the  case  for  twenty  years, 
and  that  district  was  celebrated  during  the  whole 
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of  thot  time  for  the  remarkable  contentment, 
prosperity,  healtli,  and  general  happiness  of  its 
inhabitants.  He  trusted  that,  whatever  yiews 
honorable  members  might  hold  with  regard  to 
that  point,  they  would  see  that  it  was  very  desir- 
able that  at  least  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  a  district  should  have  the  opportunity  of 
saying  whether  a  house  for  the  fale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  should  be  established  amongst 
them  or  not.  He  only  wished  that  it  were 
possible  for  honorable  members  to  think  of  this 
question  as  they  would  of  an  entirely  new  pro- 
posal. If,  inst-cad  of  a  proposal  that  a  house 
should  be  establishea  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
drinks,"  to  the  effect  of  which  they  had  become 
so  hardened  and  indifferent,  they  were  called 
upon  to  consider  whether  some  foreigner  should 
be  allowed  to  establi.-h  houses  for  the  sale  of 
some  other  article  which  would  have  precisely  the 
same  physical,  moral,  and  social  effect  as  intoxi- 
cating drink,  he  thought  they  would  say  that  a 
great  deal  loss  and  not  a  great  deal  more  than  a 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  district  should 
have  the  power  of  saying  that  such  houses  should 
not  be  csttiblished  in  the  district.  If  they  could 
only  take  the  subject  as  something  entirely  new, 
and  remove  all  their  old  prejudices,  and  consider 
really  the  evil  itself  and  all  its  fearful  effects  upon 
every  class  of  society,  without  the  indifference 
that  was  engendered  by  habitual  familiarity,  they 
would  say  that  it  was  one  entitled  to  the  most 
earnest  consideration  of  this  House,  and  one 
they  would  offer  every  possible  facility  to  their 
fellow-settlers  to  remove  from  their  districts. 
He  should  be  happy  to  hear  any  objections 
brought  forward  against  this  Bill.  He  would  be 
very  tractable  upon  the  subject,  and  would  be 
prepared  to  make  any  alterations  so  long  as  they 
did  not  militate  against  the  very  important  prin- 
ciple he  contended  for — namely,  the  power  of  the 
inhabitants  to  say  that  these  licenses  should  not 
bo  granted  without  their  consent. 

Debate  adjourned. 

Tlie  House  adjourned  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock. 


legislative:  council. 

Thursday  y  2^rd  October,  KTO. 

Deferred-Payment  Land  —  Wellington-Hutt   Railway  — 
University. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

PBiTEES. 

DEFERRED-PAYMENT  LAND. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Govera- 
ment  will  consider  the  expediency  of  postpon- 
ing the  sale  of  any  deferred-payment  land  until 
Parliament  shall  have  decided  upon  the  Land 
Act  Amendment  Bill  now  before  the  House  of 
Representatives  ?  Ho  explained  that  his  reason 
for  putting  the  question  was  this  :  There  had  been 
several  blocks  of  land  opened  for  sale  on  deferred 

Mr,  Saunders 


payment  in  Otago  of  ]at«  ;  but  nd*  application  had 
been  made,  owing  to  the  fact  that  an  understand- 
ing had  been  allowed  to  grow  up  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  late  Gt)vemment  to  introduce  a 
Bill  reducing  the  upset  price  on  deferredjwynient 
land  from  ^  to  £1  lOs.  per  acre.  He  heard 
there  was  some  intention  o(  introducing  such  a 
Bill,  and,  if  so,  as  there  were  some  blocks  adver- 
tised for  sale  almost  immediately,  the  honoraHe 
gentleman  would  see  that  some  accusation  of  un- 
fairness might  be  made,  if  applicants  at  thesa 
sales  were  required  to  pay  £3  per  acre,  while  ap- 
plicants at  subsequent  sales  bad  only  to  pay  30s. 
He  hoped  the  honorable  member  would  consider 
the  expediency  of  postponing  all  sales  until  the 
question  was  dealt  with. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  replied  that  the 
Government  had  considered  the  position  of  this 
question,  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  no  more  land  of 
this  class  should  be  opened  until  the  close  of  the 
present  session. 

WELLINGTON-HUTT  RAILWAY. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General,  Whether  the  railway  au- 
thorities have  sanctioned  the  express  rate  of 
speed  at  which  the  Featherston  train  travels  be- 
tween Pitone  and  Wellington  ?  This  matter  did 
not  affect  him  personally,  because,  at  his  age,  it 
mattered  little  whether  he  was  shunted  off  the 
lino  to-day  or  to-morrow ;  but  he  asked  the  ques- 
tion in  the  interests  of  a  number  of  persons  who 
travelled  on  the  line  last  Saturday  afternoon,  and 
whose  lives  had  been  placed  in  great  peril  by  the 
insane  rate  at  which  the  train  was  allowed  to 
travel  along  dangerous  curves  between  Pitooe 
and  "Wellington.  The  distance  was  done  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  it  was  calculated  that  the 
train  travelled  round  these  curves  at  the  rat«  of 
thirty -two  miles  an  hour. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  GbTem- 
ment  were  given  to  understand  that  the  rate  of 
speed  prescribed  for  this  line  vras  strictly  adhered 
to — that  was,  from  eighteen  to  twenty  miles  an 
hour.  As  to  the  curves  to  which  reference  had 
been  made,  the  speed  at  which  the  train  trayelled 
round  these  was  from  ten  to  twelve  miles  an  hour, 
and  that  rate  had  not  been  exceeded. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  rni^ht  »y, 
in  reference  to  the  explanation  of  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  he  had  heard  a  good  deal  on 
the  subject,  from  persons  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  travelling  on  this  line,  and  he  believed  the 
Attorney-General  was  entirely  under  a  misappre- 
hension with  regard  to  the  rate  at  which  the 
trains  were  occasionally  driven  along  the  curres. 
The  instructions  alluded  to  may  hare  been  giyen, 
but  they  were  not  carried  out  in  their  entirety. 
Complaints  were  continually  being  made  on  this 
subject. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  bis  be- 
lief was  that,  i  f  the  train  really  had  been  driven 
at  the  rate  of  thirty-two  miles  an  hour  round  those 
curves,  it  must  have  been  upset.  He  sbonld  be 
soiTy  to  think 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  discussion  oonld 
not  be  allowed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


TTniversity. 


[COUNCIL.] 


University. 


467 


•UNIVERSITY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  he  should  only 
more  this  motion  pro  fonndy  but  lie  should  like 
to  be  informed  -whether  it  was  not  competent  for 
a  member  who  had  introduced  a  petition  into  the 
Council  to  move  that  such  petition  be  referred 
to  a  special  Committee ;  because  he  understood 
that  certain  members  of  the  Council  thought  he 
had  been  guilty  of  some  discourtesy  in  inter- 
posing this  motion  between  the  petition  referred 
to  and  the  Public  Petitions  Committee.  He 
hoped,  at  any  rate,  that  honorable  gentlemen 
would  acquit  him  of  intentional  discourtesy ;  and 
in  deference  to  feelings  which  had  been  expressed 
he  should  not  press  the  motion.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  important  that  the  manner  of  dealing 
with  petitions  should  be  more  clearly  expressed, 
if  it  was  the  case  that  all  petitions  mu9t  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Public  Petitions  Committee.  The 
Standing  Orders  provided  that  petitions  should 
go  to  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  "unless" 
some  further  action  were  taken.  That  was  the 
effect  of  the  Standing  Order,  though  he  was  not 
quite  certain  about  the  precise  words;  and  he 
took  it  that  it  was  quite  open  to  him  under  such 
a  Standing  Order  to  more  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name  without  any  discourtesy  to  the  Petitions 
Committee.  In  a  matter  where  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  had  to  be  done,  his  object 
was  simply  to  save  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee the  labour  of  doing  it  j  but,  if  that  Com- 
mittee were  willing  to  do  the  work,  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  matter  going  to  them,  because 
he  believed  they  would  do  justice  in  the  matter. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  petition  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  University 
of  New  Zealand  be  printed,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  power  to 
call  for  papers  and  persons ;  and  to  report  in  a 
week.  Such  Committee  to  consist  of  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Acland,  the  Hon.  Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  G.  Buckley,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  and  the 
mover." — {Hon.  Mr.  Miller.) 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  had  no  doubt  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller's  remarks  had  arisen  from 
the  circumstance  that  he  (Colonel  Brett)  had 
expressed  to  that  honorable  gentleman  his  inten- 
tion of  opposing  the  motion.  He  thought  the 
honorable  member  was  ignoring  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee  altogether,  and  acting  towards 
it  with  great  discourt^jsy,  becuuse  it  was  ns  much 
as  to  say  that  it  was  not  competent  to  deal  with 
80  important  a  matter.  Besides,  it  was  an  un- 
wise precedent  to  set;  and  the  special  Com- 
mittee proposed  in  the  motion  savoured  very 
much  of  a  packed  Committee.  The  Hon.  the 
Speaker  was  first  on  the  list,  and  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  of  the  University;  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Acland,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wilson,  and  the  honorable  the  mover  were  all 
connected  with  the  University  ;  and  it  seemed 
unwise  and  unfair  to  appoint  such  a  Committee. 
It  was  a  violation  of  ail  the  rules  descending 
to  the  colony  from  the  Imperial  Parliament  at 
Home.  Packed  Committees  were  never  allowed ; 
and  he  could  not  be  a  party  to  it.  If  this  were 
done,  and  he  had  any  petition  referring  to  any 


local  matter,  he  should  make  a  point  of  havmg  a 
Committee  to  consider  such  a  petition  composed 
entirely  of  local  persons  who  were  favourable  to 
the  request  contained  in  the  petition.  What 
would  be  the  result  if  this  motion  were  carried  ? 
The  Committee  would  be  a  biassed  and  unjust 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Brett  could  not  have  read  the  petition. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.— Oh,  yes,  I  hare. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  thought,  if 
the  honorable  member  bad  read  the  petition,  he 
should  consider  what  was  really  sought  by  it, 
because  there  was  really  no  ground  for  saying  that 
any  Committee  could  be  biassed  on  the  subject. 
The  fact  was,  there  were  a  number  of  properties 
belonging  to  the  University  which  were  absolutely 
idle,  all  over  the  country,  because  the  University 
had  no  power  to  deal  with  them.  He  knew  of 
two  blocks  of  land,  each  ten  thousand  acres  in 
extent,  to  lease  or  buy  which  any  amount  of 
appUcations  had  been  received  during  the  last 
four  or  five  years;  but  the  authorities  of  the 
University  haid  no  power  to  deal  with  them,  and 
the  consequence  was,  the  reserves  could  not  be 
utilized.  Parliament  had  allocated  these  reserves 
as  endowments,  and  yet,  because  certain  powers 
had  not  been  given,  the  endowments  were  prac- 
tically of  no  value.  He  could  not  conceiye  that 
any  set  of  gentlemen  would  refuse  to  put  them 
upon  such  a  footing  as  would  enable  them  to  be 
applied  to  the  use  the  country  intended.  Tliere- 
fore  he  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
not  withdraw  the  motion  ;  but  he  had  no  strong 
feeling  with  regard  to  the  particular  names  on  the 
Committee,  because  he  was  quite  certain  only  one 
conclusion  could  be  come  to — namely,  that  steps 
should  at  once  be  taken  to  utilize  these  lands. 
He  thought  that,  notwithstanding  the  present 
state  of  the  politics  of  the  country,  this  matter 
might  be  dealt  with  by  the  Council;  and  he 
should  regret  very  much  if  any  thin-skinnedness 
on  the  part  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
should  prevent  action  being  taken.  Last  year, 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  there  was  no  time  for  the 
Government  to  bring  in  a  measure  to  enable  the 
University  to  deal  with  these  reserves;  but  he 
hoped  the  motion  would  be  pressed,  and  that 
some  action  would  now  be  taken  in  regard  to  thb 
matter. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  was  in 
hopes,  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  said  he  had  no 
intention  of  proceeding  with  the  motion,  that  the 
matter  would  be  allowed  to  drop :  but,  afler  the 
statement  which  had  fallen  from  the  honorable 
and  gallant  member  opposite  (Colonel  Brett), 
members  who  took  an  interest  in  matters  of  order 
should  express  their  opinions  on  the  matter.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  reason  there  could 
be  for  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  taking  any 
offence  at  the  reference  of  this  special  question 
to  a  special  Committee  for  investigation.  The 
Public  Petitions  Committee  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  as  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  had 
special  functions  which  were  more  of  an  exa- 
mining nature  than  anytliing  else :  first  of  all 
they  had  to  say  whether  petitions  were  in  order, 
and  then  they  had  to  offer  the  Council  advice 
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upon  the  subject-matter  of  petitions.  But  it 
would  be  a  complete  innovation  in  the  practice  of 
Parliament  if  either  of  the  Standing  Committees 
claimed  a  right  to  exclude  from  separate  inresti- 
gation  any  subjects  contained  in  a  petition  coming 
before  the  House.  Members  of  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee  could  not  reasonably  take  offence 
at  a  proposal  to  have  this  matter,  which  required 
careful  consideration,  investigated  by  a  special 
Committee,  for  the  inquiry  would  require  time 
that  the  Petitions  Committee  could  not  well  spare 
from  the  other  matters  that  had  to  come  under 
their  consideration.  He  quite  agreed  with  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore,  and 
might  give  instances  in  point.  When  on  the 
West  Coast,  last  December,  one  of  the  matters 
which  interested  him  was  the  position  of  a  Uni- 
versity reserve  of  ten  thousand  acres,  with  the 
setting-apart  of  which  he  had  had  something  to 
do;  and,  to  his  great  surprise,  he  found  that 
certain  interests  had  operated  in  this  way :  The 
reserve  was  not  set  aside,  but  was  shunted  about 
from  one  position  to  another,  with  the  result  of 
reducing  its  value.  The  University  Act  passed 
many  years  ago  had  not  only,  with  that  contempt 
for  law  which  seemed  to  permeate  all  the  Govern- 
ment departments,  been  disregarded,  but  actually 
and  wilfully  frustrated.  He  made  it  his  business 
to  visit  tbe  land  which  was  ultimately  set  aside, 
and  had  informed  the  authorities  that  he  should 
bring  the  matter  before  the  Chancellor.  He  did 
so,  and  found  that  tbe  Council  of  tlie  New  Zea- 
land University  knew  nothing  about  the  land, 
and  apparently  had  taken  no  interest  in  the 
matter,  nor  bid  any  steps  been  taken  to  utilize 
a  property  of  great  value :  one  which,  if  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  had  been  obeyed,  would  have 
done  that  which  had  been  done  in  the  Province 
of  Wellington  by  the  Hon.  the  Speaker,  who 
bad  so  often,  in  his  private  capacity,  brought 
before  the  Legislature  the  necessity  for  creating 
and  utilizing  valuable  endowments  for  higher 
education.  When  he  passed  through  this  city 
he  went  to  the  Crown  Lands  Office  to  press  the 
issue  of  the  Crown  grant;  and  he  asked  upon 
what  authority  or  title  the  reserve  ordered  by 
the  Legislature  had  been  so  long  set  aside,  when 
he  was  promised  that  the  matter  would  be  in- 
quired into  and  put  into  a  proper  shape.  His 
attention  had  long  been  directed  to  the  question 
of  educational  reserves  generally,  and  he  had  last 
year  moved  for  a  return,  which  had  just  been 
laid  on  the  table,  in  order  to  show  how  all  the 
education  reserves  were  situated,  his  object  being 
to  have  an  inquiry  made  into  the  matter,  which 
would  lead  to  a  great  and  much-needed  reform. 
He  had  long  felt  that  the  reserves  for  higher 
education,  made  with  a  lavish  hand  in  some 
oases,  but  in  a  most  niggardly  way  in  others, 
had  been  allowed  to  drift  about  without  being 
properly  looked  after ;  and  the  first  step  neces- 
sary was  to  ascertain  the  exact  position  of  these 
reserves,  with  n  view  to  arriving  at  some  con- 
clusion as  to  the  way  in  which  they  could  best 
be  dealt  with.  The  petition  opened  large  ques- 
tions bearing  not  only  on  the  particular  require- 
ments of  the  New  Zealand  University,  but  also 
on  the  cause  of  public  education ;  and  the  PubUc 
Eon.  Sir  F,  DiUon  Bell 


Petitions  Committee  ought  not  to  feel  hmt  if 
it  was  desired  that  this  matter  should  be  dealt 
with  by  a  special  Committee.  It  was  just  as 
weU,  perhaps,  that  the  Public  PetitioDS  Com- 
mittee should  take  the  matter  in  hand  now ;  but 
he  begged  to  say  that,  if  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  did 
not  proceed  ultimately  with  this  inquiry,  there 
were  other  members  who  would,  for  some  oif  them 
did  not  see  that  a  subject  so  large  in  its  bearingB 
on  the  future  welfare  of  the  country  should  be 
held  to  be  an  inferior  matter,  which  did  not 
require  that  investigation  which  alone  oould  be 
given  to  it  by  a  special  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  he  did  not 
gather  from  the  observations  of  his  honorable 
and  gallant  friend  opposite  that  he  was  speaking 
the  sentiments  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee, 
nor  did  he  say  that  this  particular  question  had 
I  been  at  all  considered  by  the  Committee.  In 
saying  what  he  did  on  the  subject,  he  presumed 
I  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  spoke  his  individual  aenti- 
ments,  and  not  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  of 
'  the  Committee,  as  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  ap- 
!  peared  to  have  supposed.  He  (Dr.  Pollen)  was  a 
[  member  of  that  Committee  himself,  and  he  was 
I  not  aware  that  this  question  had  been  submitted 
I  to  it,  or  that  any  opinion  had  been  expressed  by 
'  the  Committee  on  the  cubject.  He  wras  obliged 
to  differ  from  the  honorable  and  gallant  Colonel 
opposite,  and  considered  that  the  best  way  of 
dealing  with  this  question  was  to  refer  it  to  a 
I  separate  Select  Committee.  The  subject  was  not 
'  by  any  means  new.  The  only  question,  as  £sr 
as  he  knew,  which  remained  to  be  decided  was, 
whether  or  not  Crown  grants  of  these  landa  should 
now  be  made  to  the  New  Zealand  Univerntj,  or 
whether  they  should  be  allowed  to  remain  dedi- 
cated to  tbe  purposes  of  higher  education  in  the 
provincial  districts  in  which  they  were  situated. 
There  had  not  been  up  to  this  time  any  negleet  in 
efforts  to  utilize  these  lands ;  but  the  difficulty 
was  in  so  utilizing  them  as  to  obtain  any  revenue. 
There  were  three  of  these  reserves  in  the  Province 
of  Auckland— one  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty  District, 
one  in  the  Waikato,  and  one  on  the  western  side 
of  the  River  Waipa — which  contained  about  ten 
thousand  acres  each.  He  knew  of  his  own  know- 
ledge that  it  had  been  very  difficult  to  get  for 
these  reserves  by  way  of  rent  anything  at  all 
approaching  to  the  value  of  them.  An  offer  vrms 
once  made  for  a  lease  of  ten  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty  for  pastoral  purpof>es. 
He  was  now  speaking  from  recollection.  The 
proposition  was,  that  the  value  of  the  land  should 
be  taken  at  10s.  an  acre,  and  that  the  rent  to 
be  assessed  should  represent  5  per  cent,  on  the 
capital  value.  The  gentlemen  who  made  ap- 
plication for  the  lease  said  that  that  was  abso- 
lutely an  absurd  price,  and  would  not  look  at  it  at 
all.  In  Waikato  the  reserve  was  a  very  valuable 
one,  containing  coal  and  other  minerals.  Some 
years  ago  that  reserve  might  have  been  let  for  a 
small  rental,  but  he  himself  took  action  to  pre- 
vent  its  being  interfered  with  until  such  time  as 
the  country  was  opened  up  by  the  railwayjuid  the 
true  value  of  the  land  was  ascertained.  What  had 
been  done  with  regard  to  that  reserve  within  the 
last  two  years  he  did  not  know ;  but  he  thought 
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it  was  a  valuable  reserre,  and  would  now  produce 
a  yery  oontiderable  revenue.  The  other  reserre 
on  the  western  side  of  the  Waipa  would  not  pro- 
duce anything  for  some  years  to  come,  he  very 
much  feared.  It  contained  limestone,  and  it 
was  beheved  at  one  time  that  the  reserve  could 
produce  all  the  lime  that  was  required  for 
all  the  districts  of  the  Walkato;  but  nothing 
came  of  it.  With  respect  to  the  land  in  Tara- 
naki,  he  belieTed  it  had  but  recently  been  set 
aside.  The  exact  nature  of  the  land  he  did  not 
know,  but  there  had  been  a  difficulty  in  finding 
out  where  ten  thousand  acres  could  be  procured 
in  one  block  to  constitute  the  reserre.  He  hoped 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  would  not  withdraw  his 
motion.  It  was  a  question  which  it  was  desirable 
to  have  settled.  He  saw  no  objection  whatever 
to  its  being  considered  by  a  Select  Committee, 
and  be  hoped  the  honorable  member  would  pro- 
ceed with  his  motion,  which  he  should  certainly 
vote  for. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  he  felt  very 
anxious  to  assure  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  that 
he  was  quite  in  error  in  supposing  that  no  steps 
had  been  taken  by  the  New  Zealand  University 
to  preserve  these  endowments.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  in  a  position  to  state  that,  ever  since  the 
New  Zealand  University  Act  was  passed,  every 
kind  of  effort  had  been  made  in  order  to  secure 
those  reserves  intended  by  the  State  for  the 
purposes  of  the  New  Zealand  University.  Suc- 
cessive Governments  had  verbally  consented  to 
issue  these  grants,  or  had  given  a  qualified  consent, 
but  no  Qovemment  had  ever  taken  any  practical 
measure  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  law 
with  regard  to  these  endowments.  He  had  been 
engaged  time  after  time  in  deputations  to  the 
different  Ministers  occupying  the  Government 
benches,  for  the  last  five  or  six  years,  urging  upon 
them  that  due  respect  to  the  law  which  should 
have  been  their  first  duty.  But  in  every  instance 
the  University  Council  and  Senate,  had  been  met 
with  difficulty  after  difficulty.  The  truth  was, 
that  3£ini8ters  had  been  unwilling  to  part  with 
these  lands — unwilling  to  observe  the  law.  The 
law  distinctly  provided  that  these  lands  were  to 
be  vested  in  the  New  Zealand  University  for  the 
purposes  of  high-class  education,  and  to  this  day 
the  University  had  never  been  able  to  obtain  any 
title,  at  any  rate  to  the  majority  of  these  lands. 
So  far  from  the  University  not  having  taken  ex- 
ception to  this  ten  thousand  acres  having  been 
•hunted  about  on  the  West  Coast,  they  had 
invariably  pressed  for  a  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion, both  there  and  all  over  New  Zealand.  He 
could  not  forget  that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  intro- 
duced a  measure  in  the  Council — which  he  (Dr. 
Grace)  opposed — practically  despoiling  the  New 
Zealand  University  of  one  of  its  endowments,  for 
the  purpose,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  said,  of 
opening  up  the  district.  He  remembered  the 
honorable  gentleman  insisting  that  the  settlement 
of  the  country  must  not  be  arrested  for  the  hypo- 
thetical advantage  that  might  accrue  through 
this  land  being  reserved  for  purposes  of  higher 
education.  The  result  was,  that  the  ten  thousand 
acres  were,  as  far  as  he  could  remember,  by  Act 
diverted  from  that  purpose,  and  for  all  practical 
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purposes  passed  away  from  the  New  Zealand 
University  for  ever.  There  had  been  many 
reasons  which  had  led  to  this  trifling  with  the 
law.  A  strong  desire  existed  in  the  Province  of 
Otago  to  have  one  University,  and  that  one  not 
the  University  which  now  exists.  There  was  a 
desire  in  the  provincial  districts  to  have  these 
reserves  diverted  from  the  objects  for  which  they 
were  originally  allocated  to  the  development  of 
high-class  education  in  a  provincial  sense,  in 
provincial  districts  ;  but  any  inquiry  would 
prove  the  justice  of  his  contention,  that  the 
New  Zealand  University  had  at  all  times  made 
every  effort  to  be  true  to  the  important  trusts 
with  which  it  was  clothed  by  Act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  neglect  to 
perform  the  duties  devolving  upon  it.  The  whole 
question  was  one  which  would  repay  inquiry  from 
the  beginning.  Honorable  gentlemen  who  wished 
to  familiarize  themselves  with  the  subject  would 
have  to  go  back  five  or  six  years  and  unravel  the 
tangled  mesh  surrounding  it ;  but  of  this  he  felt 
certain,  that  no  inquiry  would  go  to  show  that 
the  New  Zealand  University  had  ever  neglected 
its  duty  in  its  endeavour  to  conserve  this  pro- 
perty which  by  Act  was  conferred  upon  it.  For 
his  own  part,  it  was  with  an  overpowering  sense 
of  shame  that  he  stood  up  there  and  declarod  that 
Qovernment  after  Government  had  systemati- 
cally resisted  the  adoption  of  the  ordinary  meant 
which  would  have  placed  these  reserves  on  a 
sound  and  satisfactory  footing.  The  object  was 
to  despoil  the  University,  because  it  was  not 
prepared  to  truckle  to  the  political  necessities  of 
the  hour.  It  had  been  above  truckling  to  poli- 
tical considerations,  and  in  that  loyidty  to  its 
sacred  trust  the  New  Zealand  University  had 
been  treated  with  anything  but  the  consideration 
which  its  services  deserved. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  thought  enough 
had  been  said  to  show  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
such  great  public  importance  that  there  should 
be  a  separate  Committee  appointed.  He  under- 
stood the  honorable  and  gallant  Colonel  opposite 
to  soy  that  one  reason  he  had  for  opposing  the 
appointment  of  this  Committee  was,  that  it  was  a 
packed  Committee.  He  did  not  think  the  honor- 
able and  gallant  gentleman  wished  to  use  the 
term  in  the  way  in  which  it  was  generally  under- 
stood. Still,  the  expression  was  too  strong  a  one 
to  use.  He  (Mr.  Buckley)  thought  the  appoint- 
ment of  all  these  Sessional  Committees,  and 
especially  the  one  of  which  the  honorable  and 
gallant  gentleman  was  Chairman,  did  not  give 
satisfaction  to  the  whole  of  the  members  of  the 
Council.  He  wished  to  point  out  that  the  names 
of  several  honorable  members  who  had  not  put 
in  an  appearance  during  the  session  at  all  were 
placed  on  Committees,  whilst  there  were  names 
of  honorable  members  who  were  in  constant  at- 
tendance not  on  any  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  supposed  that, 
when  the  honorable  and  gallant  Colonel  opposite 
used  the  word  "  packed,"  he  meant  to  show  that 
there  were  two  members  of  the  Committee  who 
were  members  of  the  University,  and  that  pof- 
sibly  they  might  have  an  involuntary  mental  biai 
over  which  they  could  exercise  no  control.    The 
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honorable  and  gallant  Colonel  was  perfectly  right 
when  he  hinted  that  it  behoved  Parliament  to  be 
Terj  particular  in  the  constitution  of  its  Select 
Committees,  and  that  no  one  should  be  on  this 
Committee  who  had  the  slightest  personal  interest 
in  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  did  not  see  that 
the  Committee  proposed  was  open  to  the  accusa- 
tion of  being  packed.  The  honorable  the  morer 
proposed  that  the  Committee  should  be  consti* 
tuted  principallj  of  gentlemen  who  had  taken  a 
great  interest  in  the  subject.  He  congratulated 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  on  the  names  he  had  selected 
for  this  Committee,  and  he  was  quite  sure  the 
motion  would  be  agreed  to,  inasmuch  as  no  dis- 
sentient Toice  had  been  raised  against  it  except 
that  of  the  honorable  and  gallant  Colonel,  who 
had  taken  umbrage  at  some  shadowy  slight  on 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  which  he  (Mr. 
Hantell)  failed  to  see.  He  hoped  this  Committee 
would  be  appointed.  The  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  appeared  to  depart  from  the 
rule  followed  in  former  years — that  was,  to  aToid 
dealing  with  any  special  subject  which  could  more 
properly  and  efficiently  be  dealt  with  by  a  sepa- 
rate Committee.  When  petitions  were  presented 
with  respect  to  which  Bills  might  be  introduced 
during  the  session,  it  was  the  iuTariable  practice 
of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  to  recommend 
that  such  Bills  should  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee.  The  special  function  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  formerly  was  to  investigate 
•imply  those  matters  for  the  investigation  of 
which  it  could  not  indicate  a  better  Committee. 
He  thought  it  would  be  a  great  pity  if  that  prac- 
tice were  departed  from  now.  He  hoped  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Miller  would  proceed  with  his  motion, 
which  would  evidently  be  affirmed  by  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  desired  to  answer 
the  question  put  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen.  He 
moved  in  this  matter  solely  on  his  own  account. 
He  was  not  instigated  by  the  Committee  over 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  preside.  Two  or  three 
members  of  that  Committee  quite  agreed  with 
what  he  was  going  to  do.  He  would  be  glad  to 
withdraw  his  opposition  to  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER,  in  reply,  said  that 
under  these  circumstances  the  case  was  entirely 
altered.  He  apprehended,  from  what  the  honor- 
able and  gallant  Colonel  had  said,  that  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  entirely  acquitted  him  of 
any  intention  of  discourtesy.  Therefore  he  agreed 
in  the  view  put  forth,  that,  as  this  was  a  matter 
which  would  take  up  a  considerable  time,  it  was 
advisable,  in  the  interests  of  the  objects  sought  to 
be  attained,  that  a  Select  Committee  shoidd  be 
appointed.  If  there  were  any  objection  to  the 
names  of  the  Committee,  he  should  be  happy  to 
submit  to  any  alteration  that  might  be  considered 
desirable.  No  doubt  the  honorable  and  gallant 
Colonel  used  the  term  "packed"  in  a  hurried 
moment.  If  the  Committee  were  packed,  it  was 
packed  in  the  sense  of  some  of  its  members  being 
stuffed  with  information  about  the  University, 
which,  probably,  as  a  rule,  honorable  members 
were  not  possessed  of.  He  thought  it  very  de- 
•irable  there  should  be  honorable  gentlemen  on 
this  Committee  who  were  acquainted  with  T7nl« 
Son,  Captain  Frater 


versity  matters.  For  that  reason  be  inserted  the 
name  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Ghrace,  who  was  known  to 
possess  a  great  deal  of  information  and  had  taken 
a  vast  amount  of  interest  in  the  matter  from  the 
commencement,  and  who  was  one  of  the  most 
useful  members  of  the  University  CounciL  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Acland  had  been  a  member  of  that 
Council.  He  might  say  that  he  thought  there 
was  a  slight  misunderstanding  about  thia  ques- 
tion of  people  having  no  bias. 

The  Hon.  Captam  FRASER.  —  Involantary 
bias. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  it  was  quite 
right,  if  a  person  had  a  proper  object  in  Tiew, 
tlmt  he  should  strive  to  attain  that  object — by  a 
Committee  or  anything  else.  This  was  not  like 
a  political  affiiir,  where  political  bias  might  be 
very  often  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest*. 
There  was  this  also  to  be  remembered  :  that 
when  this  Committee  brought  up  its  repent  it 
would  be  open  for  any  honorable  member  to  take 
objection  to  it.  With  these  few  words  he  would 
bow  to  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  move  the  motion  standing  in  his  name. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  23rd  October^  1879. 

First  Basding  —  Second  ReadiiiRs — L«nd  Act  —  Uinistcn* 
Allowances  — J.  White— West  Coast  Roads  — West 
Coast  Oold  Fields— Middle  Island  Ratlwajs— Grey 
Ministry  —  Subsidies  —  Waimakariri  Kiver  —  Uee  of 
"  Luna  —Cambridge  Branch  RaUwajr — Natire  Laad 
Purchases— Ferry  Mead-Snmner  Railway— Eumara 
Educational  Reserve- Want  of  Confidence  —  Wert 
Coast  Public  Works— Oold  Duty— Land  Traasfor  Bill 
— Lioensiuff  Bill  (Ho.  1)— Ashburton  County  Coooeil 
Waterworks  Bill  — PriTilcee— Resident  Magistrates 
Act  1867  Amendment  Bill— Wellington  Harbour  Board 
BiU.  

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-paat  two 
o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READIN&. 
Wairoa  Harbour  Board  Endowment  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Hawke's  Bay   and   Marlborough  Riyers  Bill, 
New  River  Pilot-Station  Reserve  Bill,  Auckland 
Free  Public  Library  Aid  Bill. 

LAND  ACT. 
Mr.  PITT  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  Qt)vemment  intend,  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  to  amend  **  The  Land  Act,  1877 ;" 
and,  if  so,  whether  they  propose  to  give  effect  to 
the  recommendations  made  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Crown  Lands,  Nelson,  in  his  last  annual  re- 
port? The  question  might  apply  also  to  "The 
Land  Sales  Act,  1877."  His  reason  for  asking 
the  question  was,  that  a  series  of  resolutions  were 
passed  by  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Nelson  on 
the  26th  September,  1879,  copies  of  which  had 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


J.  White. 


[HOTJSE.] 


Wett  Coast  Boads. 


471 


been  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  Crown  Lands, 
and,  together  with  certain  recommendations  which 
were  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands 
for  Nelson,  were  embodied  in  that  officer's  last 
annual  report.  They  referred  generally  to  the 
price  of  land  in  the  district,  and  pointed  out 
that  the  operation  of  *'The  Land  Sales  Act, 
1877,"  which  fixed  the  minimum  price  at  £1 
per  acre,  had  seriously  retarded  the  bond  fide 
settlement  of  Crown  knds  in  the  interior  and 
outlying  districts,  where  the  land  was  difficult 
of  access  and  of  somewhat  inferior  character. 
There  were  other  amendments  suggested  in  the 
resolutions  and  in  the  report,  and  he  would  be 
glad  to  hear  from  the  Minister  of  Lands  that 
the  Gbvemment  proposed  to  amend  the  Act  in 
the  direction  pointed  out. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  replied  that  there  was  a 
Bill,  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  late  Q^oTern- 
ment,  now  before  the  House,  for  the  amendment 
of  "The  Land  Act,  1877."  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  how  it  affected  the  regulations  relative 
to  the  sale  of  Crown  lands  in  Nelson,  he  had  not 
had  full  opportunity  of  looking  into  the  matter. 
The  intention  of  the  GK>Ternment  was  to  afford 
Tery  considerably  increased  facilities  beyond  those 
now  provided  for  in  the  amending  Bill  before  the 
House.  He  would  be  very  glad  to  confer  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  as  to  the  particular  way 
in  which  it  would  affect  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Nelson. 

MINISTERS'  ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  SUTTON  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  lay  before  this  House  a  return  of  all 
sums  paid  to  Ministers  for  house  allowance, 
travelling  allowance,  or  any  other  payments  in 
excess  of  salary,  since  Ist  July,  1878  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Gk)verument  would  have 
this  return  prepared  and  laid  on  the  table.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  honorable  gentleman 
wished  the  cab-hire  to  be  included ;  it  was, 
strictly  speaking,  not  payment  to  Ministers  but 
for  Ministers. 

Mr.  SUTTON  thought  it  would  be  as  well  to 
include  the  cab-hire. 

J.  WHITE. 

Mr.  SUTTON  asked  the  Government,  What  is 
the  nature  of  the  services  at  present  performed 
by  Mr.  John  White ;  what  is  his  salaiy ;  and  out 
of  what  vote  is  it  paid  ?  He  was  induced  to  put 
this  question  on  the  Paper  because  the  gentleman 
to  whom  it  referred  had,  he  believed,  been  em- 
ployed in  Wellington  for  the  last  three  or  four 
months,  and  it  was  generally  understood  that  he 
was  engaged  writing  a  book,  in  which  the  Pre- 
mier was  veiT  much  interested. 

Mr.  BRYCE  replied  that  Mr.  White's  special 
duty  was  the  compiling  of  manuscripts  relative  to 
Maori  traditions.  His  salary  was  £450  a  year, 
and  he  was  paid  at  present  out  of  contingencies. 
It  was  proposed,  however,  to  place  the  salary  on 
the  estimates.  He  would  lay  on  the  table  certain 
documents  connected  with  the  appointment. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  suggest  that  the 
Native  Minister  should  lay  a  few  specimen-pages 
of  the  work  on  the  table. 


Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  could  not  do  that  at 
present. 

WEST  COAST  ROADS. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  asked  the  Premier,  Whe- 
ther the  Government  recognize  the  necessity  and 
justice  of  taking  over  and  maintaining  the  main 
lines  of  road  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island  ?  (2.)  Whether  the  Government  are  aware 
that  the  BuUer  County  Council  has  not  raised, 
and  cannot  raise,  sufficient  revenue  for  maintain- 
ing existing  roads  within  the  county,  and  that 
great  loss  is  annually  accruing  to  the  colony  from 
the  inability  of  this  county  to  assist  in  developing 
its  resources  by  making  short  tracks  connecting 
new  and  proved  gold  fields  with  the  centres  of 
trade  and  population?  (3.)  Whether  the  Go- 
vernment are  aware  that  new,  rich,  and  proved 
gold  fields  are  lying  unproductive  in  the  Buller 
County  for  want  of  a  few  hundred  pounds  to 
make  roads  to  them  ?  His  object  was  to  ascer- 
tain from  the  Government  whether  they  recog- 
nized the  fact  that  the  present  county  adminis- 
tration was  utterly  unadapted  to  the  circum- 
stances of  some  parts  of  the  colony.  In  this  case 
there  was  a  county  with  an  area  one  hundred 
miles  long,  or  perhaps  more,  and  about  thirty  miles 
wide,  in  which  the  revenue,  independent  of  Go- 
vernment grants,  amounted  to  £4,038,  of  which 
£1,930  went  towards  the  cost  of  administration. 
The  total  amount  of  the  rates  was  £263.  That 
was  the  whole  revenue  produced  by  the  rate 
of  a  shilling  in  the  pound  on  all  rateable  pro- 
perty. He  thought  the  Government  and  the 
House  would  agree  that  such  revenue  as  that  was 
totally  inadequate  for  such  a  district.  It  was,  at 
any  rate,  quite  insufficient  to  enable  any  county 
to  develop  the  resources  of  the  country  by  mak-^ 
ing  such  roads  and  tracks  as  were  necessary  to' 
open  up  a  gold  field.  His  main  object  in  asking 
the  question  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  Govern- 
ment recognized  the  facts  stated  in  the  question, 
and  whether  they  proposed  to  bring  down  a 
measure  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  require- 
ments of  such  counties  as  those  he  referred  to. 

Mr.  HALL,  in  answer  to  the  second  and  third 
questions,  would  state  that  a  sum  of  money  had 
been  placed  on  the  estimates  as  a  subsidy  towards 
the  construction  of  prospecting  tracks  on  the 
gold  fields.  With  regard  to  the  first  question — 
namely,  "Whether  the  Government  recognized 
the  necessity  and  justice  of  their  taking  over  and 
maintaining  the  main  lines  of  road  on  the  West 
Coast  of  the  Middle  Island  ?" — that  was  part  of 
the  whole  public  works  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  enter 
upon  piecemeal.  The  information  with  regard 
to  that  could  not  be  furnished  until  his  honor- 
able colleague  came  down  vrith  his  Public  Works 
Statement. 

WEST  COAST  GOLD  FIELDS. 
Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  asked  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  Whether  the  Government  are  aware  that 
great  and  unnecessary  injury  is  being  done  to  the 
gold -mining  industry  by  the  withdrawal  of  lands 
upon  the  Nelson  South-West  Gold  Fields  from 
occupation,  notice  whereof  is  given  in  the  Oazeitet 
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of  20th  Juno  and  27tli  December,  1878  P  AIbo, 
whether  Gk>Temment  will  cause  inquirj  to  be 
made  by  impartial  and  disinterested  persons ; 
and,  if  the  foregoing  suggestion  is  proved,  they 
will  throw  the  lands  agaia  open  for  occupation  bj 
miners?  !the  question  referred  to  the  reserves 
made  bj  the  Goyemment  in  the  Waimangaroa 
Valley.  Last  year  certain  lands  in  the  locality, 
which  had  been  opened  for  the  purposes  of  gold- 
mining,  were  withdrawn  from  occui»tion  for  gold- 
mining  purposes.  A  large  part  of  the  land  was 
already  in  the  occupation  of  gold-miners,  who  had 
been  carrying  on  their  operations,  and  they  had 
been  placed  at  a  very  great  disadvantage,  while 
the  mining  industry  in  the  locality  had  suffered 
Tery  much  in  consequence  of  the  withdrawal  of 
these  lands.  He  believed  that  during  the  sitting 
of  the  last  Parliament  some  promise  was  made  by 
the  then  Government  that  they  would  deal  with 
the  case,  and  he  would  like  to  know  whether  any- 
thing had  been  done. 

ifv,  OLIVER  repUed  that  the  Government 
recopnized  the  desirabiUty  of  making  proper  pro- 
visiou  in  this  matter,  and  they  had  instructed  the 
officer  to  report  upon  it. 

MIDDLE  ISLAND  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  HISLOP  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Government  intend  to  re- 
move from  Christchurch  to  Dunedin  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  Commissioner,  the  Accountant,  and 
the  Cashier  of  the  Middle  Island  Railways,  or 
any  of  these  departments ;  and,  if  so,  when  such 
removal  may  be  expected  to  take  place  ?  It  would 
be  remembered  that  during  the  last  elections, 
and  some  time  before,  the  subject  mentioned  in 
this  question  occupied  attention  both  at  Dunedin 
and  at  Christchurch,  and  the  present  Minister 
for  Public  Works  took  a  very  strong  view  in  one 
direction,  and  he  believed  other  members  of  the 
Government  took  strong  views  in  other  directions. 
He  would  like  to  know  what  the  intention  of  the 
Government  was,  both  because  this  was  a  ques- 
tion of  great  importance — it  seemed  to  have  been 
a  burning  political  question  in  Dunedin  for  some 
time  past — and  because  he  was  anxious  to  see 
how  the  Government  were  going  to  reconcile  the 
differences  of  individual  members.  The  answer 
might  be  indicative  of  what  the  Government 
would  do  with  regard  to  the  other  questions. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  in  reply,  said  he  was  not  aware 
that  during  the  late  elections  he  alluded  to  this 
subject  in  any  way ;  but  he  might  inform  the 
honorable  member  that  the  matter  had  not  been 
decided  yet. 

GREY  MINISTRY. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
request  the  Governor  to  permit  correspondence 
with  late  Ministers  regardini^  their  resignations 
to  be  presented  to  Parliament  ? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  he  would  be  very  glad 
to  make  the  request. 

SUBSIDIES. 
Mr.  SHEPHARD  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  consider  the  advisability  of  making  such 
an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  distributing  the  sub- 
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sidiee  to  counties  and  road  diatricta  mb  will  ap- 
portion them  according  to  the  number  of  miles  of 
road  to  be  maintained,  instead  of,  as  at  present, 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  rat«8  collected? 
He  would  have  made  this  question  the  sobject  ot 
a  motion  had  it  not  been  for  the  state  of  buain^a 
in  the  House.  The  subject  was  of  very  great 
importance  to  the  country  districts,  especially  to 
those  where  population  was  very  thin,  and  throo^ 
which  main  trunk  roads  ran.  He  might  mentioo 
the  case  of  the  Waimea  County,  and  that  of  the 
Inangahua  County.  He  spoke  from  personal  know- 
ledge as  to  the  Waimea  County,  being  a  member 
of  the  County  Council,  and  he  could  aay  that  the 
general  revenue,  including  the  rates  andaabsidieB, 
was  wholly  insufficient  to  keep  in  repair  the 
main  trunk  line  of  road  which  ran  from  Nelacm  to 
Grey  mouth  and  Westport,  and  which  was  aa  mudi 
a  ToaA  for  public  use  as  that  from  ChrLstchurch 
to  Hokitika.  A  large  extent  of  this  road  also  raa 
through  the  Inangahua  County,  and  the  rates 
tliat  were  levied,  together  with  the  subsidiea,  were 
not  sufficient  to  keep  in  repair  one  mile  of  the 
road.  The  consequence  was  that  during  the  winter 
months  —  sometimes  for  three  or  four  months 
togetlier — these  roads  were  impassable  for  drays. 
At  all  times  of  the  year  they  were  unsafe  for 
other  vehicles,  while  if  they  were  kept  in  proper 
repair  a  coach  might  run  from  sea  to  sea.  While 
the  counties  he  had  referred  to  were  almost  en- 
tirely starved,  others,  with,  perhaps,  not  so  many 
requirements,  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  riches. 
He  ventured  to  ask  the  Government  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  adopting  the  principle  of  mileage 
in  these  districts  rather  than  that  of  taking  over 
the  main  roads.  He  believed  the  counties  could 
do  the  work  much  more  cheaply,  and  the  present 
amount  of  subsidy  would  be  sufficient  under  the 
mileage  system  to  keep  the  whole  of  the  trunk 
roads  in  the  colony  in  repair.  The  question  was 
of  very  great  importance  to  the  districts  he  had 
mentioned,  and  no  doubt  to  many  others  he  was 
not  acquainted  with,  and  was  very  well  worthy 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  HALL,  in  reply,  said  that  the  question  of 
the  subsidies  to  local  bodies  had  received  the 
attention  of  the  Government,  but  it  was  one  on 
which  they  had  arrived  at  no  conclusion.  It  was 
a  large  subject,  and  would  require  very  serious 
consideration,  and  the  decision  of  the  GK>veni- 
ment  with  regard  to  it  would  be  announced  in 
the  Financial  Statement. 

WAIMAKARIRI  RIVER. 

Mr.  BOWEN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  attention  of  the  Government  has 
been  drawn  to  the  mischief  done  to  the  north 
bank  of  the  Waimakariri  River  by  the  works 
constructed  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Conserva- 
tors ;  and  whether  they  will  take  steps  to  pre- 
vent it  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  bad  been  unaUs 
to  find  any  official  record  on  this  subject.  He 
was  aware  that  there  had  been  dissatia£acti<m  in 
that  district  in  consequence  of  the  damage  dons 
through  the  river  having  taken  a  course  a&^ngthe 
north  bank.  So  far  as  he  could  see,  the  proper 
step  to  be  taken  was  for  a  Board  of  Conservators 
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to  be  appointed  for  the  northern  bank  of  the  Wai- 
makariri. 

USE  OF  "LUNA." 

Major  HARRIS  asked  the  Minister  in  Charge 
of  the  Marine  Department,  If  he  will  lay  before 
this  House  a  return  showing  all  moneys  reoeired 
bj  the  Gt>Temment  from  indiTidual  Ministers  for 
the  use  of  the  steamer  "  Luna  "  in  entertaining 
their  friends  in  Wellington  Harbour  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  found,  on  inquiry, 
that  the  "  Luna  "  was  nerer  under  the  authority 
of  the  Marine  Department.  He  belieyed  that  at 
the  time  referred  to  it  was  under  the  Native  De- 
partment, but  he  had  not  yet  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain that.  He  would,  howerer,  endeayour  to  find 
out,  and  hare  the  return  prepa^red  for  the  honor- 
able gentleman. 

CAMBRIDGE  BRANCH  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  WHYTE  asked  the  Government,  If,  in  the 
event  of  the  five-million  loan  being  obtained, 
they  will  cause  a  sufficient  sum  to  be  placed  on 
the  estimates  for  the  construction  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Branch  Railway?  He  said  perhaps  this 
was  not  the  time  to  advocate  the  construction  of 
this  railway,  but  he  asked  this  question  because 
be  felt  certain  that  the  Government,  judging  from 
the  plans,  and  the  estimates  not  only  of  the  cost 
of  construction,  but  also  of  its  probable  revenue, 
furnished  to  them  at  the  expense  of  the  settlers, 
would  see  that  this  was  no  political  railway,  but 
a  really  useful  and  remunerative  undertaking. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that  no  survey  had  been 
made  of  the  country  through  which  the  line 
would  pass,  but  the  Government  believed  it  was 
a  line  that  was  well  worthy  of  consideration. 

NATIVE  LAND  PURCHASES.  - 
Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Government,  If  a 
return  will  be  furnished  of  the  amounts  paid  since 
the  30th  June,  1877,  for  services  rendered  by 
permanent  officers  or  others  in  connection  with 
the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  and  charged  to 
Native  Land  Purchase  vote ;  such  return  to  give 
the  nature  of  the  sertico  rendered  in  each  case  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  furnish  the  return. 

FERRY  MEAD-SUMNER  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  J.  'J'.  FISHER  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  cause  a  sum  of  money  to  be  placed  on 
the  estimates  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a 
branch  line  of  railway  from  Ferry  Mead  to  Sum- 
ner? There  were  two  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, he  believed,  who  had  some  knowledge  of 
the  value  of  such  a  line,  and  the  service  it  would 
be  to  the  people  of  Christchurch,  Sydenham,  and 
other  suburbs. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that  information  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government  led  them  to  believe 
that  the  line  would  pay  remarkably  well.  It  was 
a  very  short  line,  and  he  was  told  that  20  per 
cent,  profit  might  be  expected  from  it.  That 
being  the  case,  they  would  give  it  their  favourable 
consideration. 

KUMARA  EDUCATIONAL  RESERVE. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther it  is  their  intention  to  bring  in  a  Bill  dealing 


with  the  educational  reserve,  Eumara,  Westland, 
in  such  manner  as  prayed  for  by  petition  last 
session  P  Last  session  a  petition  was  presented  to 
the  House,  asking  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made 
into  the  grievances  urged  by  the  miners  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Eumara ;  and  the  Government 
promised  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion. He  wished  to  know  whether  the  present 
Government  would  introduce  a  Bill  to  give  effect 
to  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
subject  was  in  course  of  preparation. 

WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  on  the  previous  day  he 
had  promised  to  inform  the  House  at  its  next 
sitting  what  course  the  Government  proposed  to 
take  in  reference  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers.  Looking  at  the  fact 
that  this  was  a  private  members'  day,  and  that 
the  Government  wished  to  see  some  progre.*s 
made  with  the  private  business,  the  Government 
would  not  go  on  with  the  want-of-confidence  mo- 
tion that  day ;  but  next  day  they  would,  either 
by  taking  the  honorable  gentleman's  motion  or 
in  some  other  way,  be  ready  to  bring  the  question 
to  an  issue. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  prudent  to  interfere  with  tho  private 
business :  at  the  same  time,  he  had  a  strong  feel- 
ing that  they  were  not  doing  right  in  going  on. 
He  thought  they  ought  to  decide  the  want-of- 
confidenoe  question  before  going  on  with  any 
other  business  ;  but,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  inter- 
fere with  the  private  business,  he  would  not  ob- 
ject to  the  course  proposed  by  the  honorable 
gentleman — that  was  to  say,  they  would  go  on 
on  the  understanding  that  no  Government  busi- 
ness should  be  taken. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  Of  course,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  objects  to  the  introduction  of  any  Go- 
vernment Bills,  we  will  not  proceed  with  them. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  do  object. 

Mr.  HALL  then  proposed  the  postponement 
of  the  Orders  of  the  day  for  the  introduction  of 
Government  Bills. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WEST  COAST  PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  he  placed  it  on  the 
Order  Paper  vrith  the  view  of  obtaining  some 
very  necessary  information,  which  would  be  very 
useful  to  the  West  Coast  members,  who  thought 
they  had  been  very  badly  treated  for  many  years 
past  in  the  matter  of  public  expenditure. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  For  a 
return  showing  the  amount  of  money  spent  on 
public  works  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island  from  the  30th  June,  1872,  to  the  1st 
October,  1877."— (If;*,  llnrsthouse.) 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
the  return  show  the  expenditure  from  the  80th 
June,  1864,  to  the  Ist  October,  1877.  It  waa 
only  fair  that  the  return  should  show  the  whole 
amount  expended  on  public  works  on  the  West 
Coast. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  would 
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be  glad  to  giye  all  possible  information,  but  the 
motion  wonld  have  to  be  made  more  specific ; 
because  in  its  present  form  it  would  include 
moneys  spent  by  local  bodies  and  County  Coun- 
cils. If  it  referred  to  expenditure  out  of  loan, 
it  ought  specifically  to  say  so. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  said  he  wished  the  motion 
to  refer  to  moneys  spent  out  of  loan. 

Major  ATKINSON  pointed  out  that  in  that 
case  the  return  would  date  from  the  year  1870. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  would  be  as  well  to 
make  the  return  date  from  the  SOth  June,  1864, 
to  the  1st  October,  1879. 

Mr.  SHEPHABD  suggested  that  the  return 
should  be  made  up  to  the  SOth  June,  1879,  the 
date  upon  which  the  accounts  were  made  up. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  the  suggestion  that  the 
return  should  only  refer  to  public  works  carried 
on  by  the  General  Gorernment  would  hardly 
meet  the  views  of  the  mover.  It  would  be  easy 
to  make  out  the  full  retui-n,  and  to  distinguish 
the  works  performed  by  the  General  Government 
from  those  by  other  bodies. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  pointed  out  that  the  mover 
only  wished  for  a  return  of  the  expenditure  out 
of  loan,  and  therefore  it  must  be  expenditure  by 
the  General  Government. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  no  reason  had  been  ad- 
duced for  moving  for  this  return,  which  scarcely 
a  member  of  the  House  would  read  when  pre- 
pared. He  thought  it  would  be  much  better  to 
spend  money  on  roads  and  bridges  than  in 
employing  printers  in  Wellington  to  print  returns 
that  nobody  read.  Unless  some  good  reason  was 
given  for  furnishing  the  return  he  would  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  explained  that  his  reason  for 
asking  for  a  return  for  the  whole  period  since 
1864  was  to  show  that  no  money  had  been  ex- 
pended by  the  General  Government  on  the  West 
Coast  until  the  years  1877-79,  during  which  a 
large  amount  had  been  expended  there  by  the 
late  Government.  If  the  motion  were  left  as 
introduced,  it  would  leave  honorable  members 
under  the  impression  that  the  West  Coast  had 
been  too  well  treated  by  the  Grey  Ministry.  He 
wanted  to  show  the  total  amount  spent,  and  from 
that  to  prove  that  the  West  Coast  had  not  re- 
ceived justice  from  previous  Governments.  When 
the  return  was  on  th<f  table,  he  felt  certain  it 
would  be  found  that  his  version  of  the  affair  was 
correct.  Taking  into  consideration  the  popula- 
tion of  the  West  Const;  that  the  West  Coast 
had  exported  200,000  ounces  of  gold,  worth 
£8,000,000 ;  that,  being  purely  a  gold-fields  dis- 
trict, the  inhabitants  had  to  import  everything ; 
and  considering  the  way  miners  lived,  the  goods 
they  consumed,  and  the  heavy  duties  on  those 
goods,  he  contended  that  the  people  of  the  West 
Coast  paid  more  to  the  revenue  than  twice 
the  same  population  in  any  other  part  of  the 
colony.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  hoped  he 
had  made  out  a  sufficient  case  for  asking  for  the 
return.  It  would  not  be  voluminous,  because 
there  would  be  nothing  to  put  in  it  except  for 
the  last  two  years.  He  had  no  doubt,  when  the 
Premier  mentioned  what  had  been  done  by  other 
bodies,  he  wished  to  insert  the  money  spent  on 
Major  Atkinson 


the  Christchurch  Road  in  the  return — a  work 
which  was  carried  out  by  Canterbury.  If  that 
were  the  case,  it  might  be  necessary  to  go  into 
the  question  of  what  benefits  had  been  derived 
from  that  road,  but  he  would  not  do  to  at 
present. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

GOLD  DUTY. 

Mr.  GIBBS,  in  moving  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name,  said  it  was  a  motion  which  had  been 
introduced  on  two  previous  occasions,  and  on 
each  of  those  occasions,  he  need  scarcely  say,  it 
was  not  carried.  He  had  himself  felt  that  it 
would  be  unwise  that  it  should  be  carried,  as  it 
was  a  large  item  of  local  revenue,  but  it  had  since 
been  represented  to  him  by  miners  in  several 
localities  that  they  were  placed  at  a  considerable 
disadvantage  under  the  present  system.  The 
House  would  be  aware  that  the  gold  fields  reve- 
nue was  now  local,  and  a  very  important  item 
in  some  cases.  It  had  been  given  to  the  mining 
districts  because  they  had  no  rating  power,  and 
therefore  no  means  of  obtaining  local  revenue  to 
administer  works  within  the  gold  fields.  It  was 
found  by  experience,  however,  as  far  as  he  had 
seen,  and  according  to  the  representations  made 
to  him,  that  the  miners  did  not  receive  their 
fair  share  of  benefit  from  this  special  taxation — 
that,  many  of  the  local  bodies  being  composed 
of  representatives  of  a  mixed  population  of 
settlers  and  miners,  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  revenue  derived  from  this  source  was  spent 
within  the  more  settled  parts  of  the  districts, 
and  the  gold  fields  themselves  were  not  opened 
up  by  roads,  as  it  was  intended  they  should 
be  when  this  revenue  was  given  to  them. 
Another  thing  which  had  to  be  considered  was, 
that  the  duty  of  28.  an  ounce  put  upon  the  gold 
was  a  » pecial  tax  on  the  miners — an  income-tax, 
he  mig].'  say — and,  opart  from  that,  a  systom  of 
taxation  by  which  they  hod  to  pay  more  than  the 
settlers,  who  were  rated  at  Is.  in  the  pound.  In 
addition  to  that,  he  might  point  out  that  under 
the  Counties  Act  the  miners  had  a  vote,  but  they 
had  no  vote  for  the  smaller  local  bodies  whidi 
had  most  to  do  with  the  spending  of  this  money. 
If  the  minors  had  such  a  vote,  he  did  not  think 
they  would  have  so  much  cause  for  complaint 
against  this  tax;  but  they  now  felt  they  were 
taxed  unduly  under  these  local  bodies,  and  bad 
not  the  benefit  of  the  revenue  they  contributed. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  gold  duty  should 
be  reduced  by  Is.  per  ounce." — {Mr,  Oibbs.) 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  question  put  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  a  very  important  one, 
and  one  which  he  intended  to  fairly  take  into 
consideration.  Affecting  this  particular  source 
of  reveuue  was  the  fact  that  the  local  bodies  in 
many  districts  were  dependent  on  it,  and  if  it 
were  taken  away  from  the  gold-fields  counties 
there  would  be  very  little  left.  There  was,  how- 
ever, this  fact  also  to  be  borne  in  mind  :  that  this 
was  a  special  tax  imposed  upon  one  class  of  the 
community.  There  was  now  growing  up  tlirough- 
out  the  colony  a  general  desire  to  impose  tAxa* 
tion  eo  that  it  should  fall  evenly  upon  idl  classeflf 
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it  was  also  said  that  eyerj  encouragement  should 
be  giren  to  local  industries ;  and  jet  the  whole 
legislation  of  the  past  had  been  to  specially  tax 
this  gold  industry.  In  Victoria  and  New  South 
Wales  the  gold  duty  had  been  abolished  alto- 
gether—  in  the  former  colony  for  many  years. 
In  New  Zealand,  however,  the  miner  was  taxed 
in  addition  £1  for  his  miner's  right,  for  which 
he  had  to  pay  only  5s.  in  Victoria,  New  South 
Wales,  and  Queensland.  Such  being  the  case, 
he  would  put  it  to  the  House  whether  the  duty 
should  not  be  abolished  altogether.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  that  was  the  proper  way  to  deal  with 
the  question ;  although  it  might  perhaps  be  too 
■weeping  if  the  House  were  asked  immediately  to 
say  that  the  gold  duty  should  be  abolished,  be- 
cause it  might  leave  County  Councils  and  other 
bodies  dependent  on  it  in  a  state  of  financial  em* 
barrassment.  He  took  it,  tbe  best  method  would 
bo  to  adopt  the  course  taken  in  New  South  Wales, 
which  was  to  provide  by  legislation  that  the 
duty  should  be  reduced  by  a  fixed  amount  per 
annum,  so  that  at  the  end  of  a  term  of  years 
the  whole  would  be  altogether  done  away  with. 
If  the  House  affirmed  that  principle,  they  would 
be  doing  what  was  right  and  just  to  the  local 
bodies,  and  would  also  be  remedying  an  evil 
which  had  existed  in  the  colony  since  the  gold 
fields  were  first  discovered.  He  asked  for  re- 
turns the  other  day  showing  the  amount  of  gold 
exported  from  the  colony,  and  the  amount  of 
gold  duty  paid.  Until  1876  the  duty  was  2s.  6d. 
an  ounce.  It  had  been  reduced  since  then  to  28. 
an  ounce.  He  had  also  asked  for  a  return  of  tbe 
male  adults  located  on  the  various  gold  fields.  If 
that  had  been  furnished  he  would  have  been  able 
to  say  how  much  had  been  paid  as  a  special  tax 
by  this  class  of  colonists  since  Ghtbriel's  Gully 
broke  out.  Not  having  those  returns,  he  would 
have  to  confine  himself  to  tbe  facts  at  his  dis- 
posal. They  had  an  average  population  of  13,000 
people  on  the  West  Coast.  Of  those,  not  more 
than  4,000  were  actually  engaged  in  working  on 
the  gold  fields ;  still,  £200,000  of  gold  duty  had 
been  got  from  that  number  of  the  population. 
This  fact  alone  proved  that  the  miners  of  tbe 
colony  had  not  received  justice  from  the  Legisla- 
ture. If  the  same  proportionate  rate  had  been 
imposed  upon  the  export  of  wool,  there  would 
have  been  an  outcry  throughout  the  country,  and 
the  House  would  soon  have  taken  steps  to  make 
a  reduction.  If  they  were  told  in  the  House  that 
in  agricultural  districts — or  where  they  had  those 
large  landed  properties — the  whole  of  their  local 
works  most  be  maintained  by  a  tax  on  wool, 
there  would  be  such  a  general  outcry,  and  such 
pressure  would  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Legis- 
lature, that  justice  would  be  immediately  done. 
But  it  was  a  fact  that  the  gold-fields  counties, 
without  exception,  were  dependent  solely  upon  a 
special  tax  of  this  kind  for  the  construction  of 
works,  for  the  maintenance  of  roads,  and  for 
carrying  on  their  government.  Was  it  fair,  he 
askeid,  that  an  industry  like  this  should  be  taxed 
to  such  an  enormous  extent?  The  answer 
from  every  right-thinking  man  must  be,  that  it 
was  time  the  tax  was  done  away  with.  Then 
they  should  oonrider  the  collateral  advantages 


which  were  conferred  by  the  mining  population. 
Would  New  Zealand  have  been  in  its  present 
position  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  gold-miners  P 
There  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  they  had 
always  been  the  pioneers  of  any  country.  What 
was  California  before  the  gold  fields  were  dis- 
corered  there  ?  A  mere  wilderness.  But  as  the 
gold-mining  industry  prospered  agriculture  fol- 
lowed, because  it  was  necessary  for  the  supply  of 
produce  to  the  miners.  It  was  the  same  m  Vic- 
toria and  New  South  Wales.  What  was  the  state 
of  New  2iealand  at  the  time  the  gold  fields  broke  * 
out  in  Otago?  The  Old  Identities  of  Otago  at 
that  time  were  simply  a  happy-go-lucky  kind  of 
people,  like  those  in  Nelson,  and  were  supposed 
to  be  asleep  half  their  time.  Now,  however,  they 
looked  at  the  miners  in  a  difierent  way.  In 
Otago  it  was  now  recognized  that  unless  they 
fostered  the  mining  industry  they  could  not  com- 
pete with  other  parts  of  the  colony  in  production. 
He  would  not  dwell  any  longer  on  the  fallacies  of 
the  past,  but  would  point  out  the  proper  course 
for  the  future.  It  was  a  fact  that  this  class  of 
population  had  proved  beneficial  to  the  colony. 
As  in  all  other  gold  countries,  it  was  found  that 
the  best  gold  was  got  first.  It  was  found  that 
the  industry  required  a  large  amount  of  capital ; 
and,  as  the  industry  was  now  going  backward, 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  do  all  it 
possibly  could  to  relieve  this  class  of  the  popula- 
tion. It  might  be  argued  that  a  number  of  large 
mining  companies  held  claims,  and  that  under 
those  circumstances  they  would  be  reaping  a 
benefit.  He  would  meet  that  argument  very 
fairly  by  saying  that  if  they  passed  a  measure  like 
the  Companies  Tax  Bill  they  would  get  over  the 
difficulty.  That  measure  proposed  that  when  a 
mining  company  was  paying  large  dividends  it 
should  pay  an  income-tax,  in  the  same  way  as  a 
private  individual.  But  there  were  other  com- 
panies which  had  been  working  at  a  loss  for  years, 
and  they  still  had  to  pay  2s.  an  ounce  on  all  the 
gold  they  produced.  He  would  say  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  gold  duty  would  have  saved  some 
companies  in  his  district  from  working  at  a  loss. 
They  would  simply  have  been  able  to  keep  the 
claims  going,  with  no  direct  profit  to  the  share- 
holders, but  paying  working  expenses ;  and  tbe 
Government,  the  local  bodies,  and  others  would 
have  received  great  indirect  benefit  from  the  popu- 
lation employed  on  those  claims.  Haying  dealt 
with  that  phase  of  the  question,  he  would  ask  the 
House  not  to  be  prejudiced.  No  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  a  great  many  colonists,  and  of  gentle- 
men representing  agricultural  districts,  there  was 
a  prejudice  against  a  mining  communi^. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  very  much  pleased  indeed 
to  hear  that  answer.  But,  looking  back  to  Hatt' 
sardf  when  this  question  had  been  before  the 
House,  he  found  that  the  chief  argument  used  was 
that  the  miners  were  a  migratory  class  of  colo- 
nists, here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow.  His 
answer  to  that  was,  that  their  land-laws  when 
tbe  best  of  the  gold  was  got  were  such  that  the 
miners  could  not  settle  down  upon  the  land,  and 
they  were  consequently  forced  to  go  elsewhere. 
They  invested  the  money  they  nmde  in  New 
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Zealand  in  bujing  land  in  Yictoria,  New  South 
Wales,  and  Queentland.  He  might  also  tell  them 
that  the  miner  of  to-day  Tras  not  of  the  class  of 
colonists  which  was  here  to-day  and  gone  to-mor- 
row. When  the  gold  itself  fell  off  he  most  go  some- 
where  to  lire.  He  found  that  on  all  the  gold  he 
got  he  had  to  pay  this  special  tax ;  in  regard  to 
Customs  duties  he  was  also  fully  taxed ;  and  he 
could  not  lire  without  something.  He  was  forced, 
as  it  were,  to  go  somewhere  else.  He  would  say 
to  the  House  that,  looking  at  the  collateral  ad- 
Tantages  the  colony  had  derived  from  this  class 
of  the  population,  and  the  amount  expended 
upon  them  in  proportion  to  what  was  expended 
upon  other  classes,  they  compared  more  than 
faTOurably  with  other  parts  of  the  community. 
In  the  district  where  he  had  liyed  for  a  number 
of  years  he  had  seen  a  population  of  from  six 
thousand  to  seven  thousand  which  only  required 
three  policemen.  That  spolce  very  highly  for 
those  men  as  colonists.  If  they  compared  the 
statistics  of  crime  he  undertook  to  say  they 
would  find  a  smaller  percentage  of  crime  on 
the  gold  fields  than  elsewhere,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  temptations  that  existed.  Taking 
the  ordinary  gold-miner,  he  would  simply  put 
him  against  the  middle-class  man  or  working- 
man  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  districts,  and  if 
an  average  were  struck  he  was  sure  it  would  be 
infavour  of  the  miner.  As  a  rule  they  were  an 
intelligent  class  of  men,  and  not  such  as  they 
were  generally  set  down  to  be.  There  were  traits 
in  the  character  of  the  miner  which  must  at  all 
times  commend  themselves  to  those  who  studied 
such  matters,  and  who  had  had  dealings  with 
them  and  lived  among  them  for  years,  as  he  had. 
If  they  took  the  charitable  institutions,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  miners  gave  a  pound  for 
every  shilling  contributed  by  other  sections  of 
the  community  in  the  same  position.  The  miner's 
wages  did  not  average  more  than  the  wages  of 
labouring-men.  In  settled  districts,  where  the 
average  wages  were  30s.  a  week,  the  proportion  of 
subscriptions  would  be  found  to  be  what  he  had 
previously  stated.  They  would  seldom  find  oases 
of  extreme  poverty  or  of  men  dying  of  want  in  a 
mining  community.  He  had  himself  been  nearly 
a  sixth  of  a  century  upon  the  gold  fields,  and 
he  never  knew  of  a  case  where  persons  were 
allowed  to  go  without  a  meal  or  a  cup  of  tea. 
In  the  miner's  hut  there  was  always  a  pannikin 
of  t'Ca  and  a  loaf  of  bread  for  any  person  in  want. 
The  miners  would  willingly  share  their  last 
cup  of  tea  and  loaf  of  broad  with  any  one  in 
distross.  In  cases  of  accident  occurring  among 
them  their  conduct  was  always  praiseworthy. 
Only  two  days  before  he  left  Kumara  a  fatal 
accident  occurred  at  Dillman's  Town.  Three 
men  were  sinking  a  shaft,  when  the  props  gave 
way,  and  the  men  were  buried.  The  miners 
working  at  the  next  shaft,  seeing  that  some- 
thing wrong  had  occurred,  rushed  to  the  scene, 
and  at  considerable  personal  risk  went  down, 
and,  after  working  hard  for  forty-eight  hours, 
succeeded  in  saving  the  life  of  one  of  the  unfor- 
tunate men.  These  men  had  to  carry  on  their 
operations  with  the  greatest  care,  and  their  act 
was  like  facing  certain  death.  They  were  satis- 
Mr,  Seddon 


fied  at  the  work  they  had  done  in  endeaTOuxing 
to  save  the  lives  of  their  fellows.  This  was  a 
trait  in  the  character  of  the  miners  which  should 
be  borne  in  mind  by  the  House.  He  wished  to 
show  that  the  miners  wero  not  the  class  of  men 
they  had  been  represented  to  be  in  times  gone 
by  :  on  the  contrary,  they  were  a  most  desiraUe 
class  of  colonists.  The  average  wages  which  ifasy 
earned  at  the  present  time  were  30s.  s  week. 
Suppose  they  earned  £100  per  annum,  they  were 
now  required  to  pay  £2  10s.  in  the  shape  of  a 
special  tax.  It  would  be  a  crying  shame  if  the 
House  allowed  such  a  tax  to  continue  longer. 
No  other  class  of  colonists  had  to  pay  a  special 
tax  of  2\  per  cent,  out  of  their  earnings.  Even 
with  regard  to  the  income-tax,  it  was  proposed 
to  exempt  from  the  operation  of  that  tax  per- 
sons whose  yearly  incomes  do  not  exceed  £3001 
Why  should  £2  10s.  be  demanded  from  the  earn- 
ings of  the  digger?  It  was  time  the  House 
dealt  out  justice  to  the  miners.  He  vrished  to 
leave  the  mipression  on  the  minds  of  honorable 
members  that  he  was  not  speaking  on  this  subjeot 
simply  as  a  cry,  or  from  the  feeling  that  when 
this  question  came  up  in  the  House  a  Gt>ld  Fields 
member  was  expected  to  make  a  long  speech,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  tell  his  constituents  when  he 
returned,  *<  Well,  I  did  all  I  could  to  get  the  gold 
duty  abolished,  but  I  was  unsucoessfuL"  Hs 
wished  to  remove  that  iijupression,  and  to  tell  this 
House  that  the  time  had  come  in  this  colony 
when  the  Legislature  should  abolish  this  taxation. 
The  gold  fields  districts  had  suffered  through  this 
question  not  being  considered  in  connection  with 
the  question  of  subsidies.  Those  districts  had 
to  pay  a  special  tax  in  years  past,  and  had  not 
received  a  shilling  of  subsidy  on  account  of  that 
special  taxation.  In  the  Westland  Coun^  ths 
gold  duty  amounted  to  £8,000,  and  the  sub- 
sidy received  from  the  Government  upon  latci 
from  property-owners  only  amounted  to  £800, 
at  Is.  in  the  pound.  In  the  passing  of  the 
Bating  Act  the  Legislature  refused  to  allow 
the  County  Councils  on  gold  fields  to  rate  mining 
property.  That  property  was  specially  exempted. 
The  Legislature  did  not  agree  to  subsidise  the 
gold-fields  County  Councils  to  the  amount  of 
premium  they  received  in  the  shape  of  gold  duty. 
In  this  clearly  there  had  been  a  breach  of  &ith. 
He  thought  he  had  made  out  a  yery  fair  case 
on  behalf  of  the  miners.  With  regard  to  the 
amendment  he  intended  to  propose,  he  thought  it 
better  not  to  propose  the  abolition  of  the  gold 
duty  at  once.  In  bringing  forward  this  amend- 
ment he  was  guided  by  the  course  adopted  in 
New  South  Wales.  His  amendment  was.  That 
the  gold  duty  be  reduced  at  the  rate  of  6d. 
per  ounce,  until  altogether  abolished,  the  first  re- 
duction to  begin  on  the  Ist  January,  1880.  He 
thought  the  House  would  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment. He  hoped  the  Qt>vernment  would  sup- 
port the  amendment.  He  did  not  wish  to  Han* 
sardize  honorable  members :  if  he  did,  he  could 
show  that  at  other  times  honorable  gentlemen 
sitting  on  the  Government  benches  had  yotsd 
against  the  reduction.  The  question  was  now 
of  great  importance  to  the  mmine  community. 
From  the  facts  which  had  come  to  Uie  knowledge 
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of  those  honorable  gentlemen  since  those  Totes 
were  given,  and  knowing  that  an  injustice  had 
been  done  to  this  class  of  colonists,  he  trusted 
to  see  the  GbTemment  supporting  the  amend- 
ment, and  supporting  it  for  the  reasons  he  had 
stated.  The  proposal  to  take  off  6d.  an  ounce 
until  the  gold  duty  was  abolished  would  give  the 
Government  time  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
subsidies  to  local  bodies  to  maintain  the  roads 
and  construct  public  works.  He  had  given  this 
matter  very  serious  consideration,  but  waa  not  as 
fully  prepared  as  he  could  have  wished.  Seeing 
that  this  was  a  new  Parliament,  seeing  that  there 
were  thirty-five  new  members  in  the  House,  who 
had  never  heard  this  question  fairly  discussed  on 
its  merits,  and  seeing  that  a  large  proportion  of 
old  members  had  voted  continually  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  gold  duty,  or  a  reduction  of  it,  he 
trusted  that,  in  this  the  first  session  of  the  seventh 
Parliament,  tlie  House  would  support  the  amend- 
ment he  had  just  read.  He  must  refer  to 
another  phase  of  the  question,  and  it  was  this  : 
He  would  ask  what  was  the  advantage  of  gold 
to  humanity.  The  honorable  member  for  Ghrey 
Valley  said  it  was  a  very  useful  commodity. 
Well,  it  was  a  commodity,  at  all  events,  that  did 
not  fluctuate  in  value,  like  most  other  com- 
modities. When  they  got  the  gold  they  knew 
they  had  obtained  certain  wealth.  There  was  no 
diflSculty  in  its  manufacture.  There  was  no  pro- 
cess for  it  to  go  through  when  obtained.  The 
moment  it  was  extracted  from  the  bowels  of  the 
earth  it  could  be  exchanged  for  any  other  commo- 
dity. They  could  purchase  anything  for  gold.  It 
was  a  mineral- that  had  conferred  advantages  on 
humanify  from  the  earliest  days  to  the  present 
time.  He  would  say  that  they  could  not  too 
seriously  consider  this  matter,  or  do  too  much 
to  foster  and  encourage  those  who  were  engaged 
in  the  occupation  of  unearthing  the  gold.  Those 
occupied  in  farming,  or  the  labouring-classes,  led 
easy  lives  as  compared  with  those  engaged  in 
gold-mining.  The  miners  were  hourly  in  danger 
of  losing  their  lives  through  accidents.  Any 
class  of  gold-mining  was  a  precarious  and 
dangerous  employment.  They  had  to  work  in 
drives  hundreds  of  feet  below  the  surface,  and 
the  least  mistake  in  the  propping  of  the  mine 
might  cause  the  instant  death  of  all  the  miners 
employed  in  it.  During  the  whole  time  the 
miners  were  employed  at  such  occupation  they 
were  in  danger  of  losing  their  lives.  He  might 
state  that  in  1871  an  accident  occurred  in  a 
gold  mine  in  the  Waimea  District:  a  fall  of 
iorty-two  feet  of  earth  took  place.  One  man 
was  completely  covered,  and  the  head  only  of  an- 
other man  was  to  be  seen.  A  number  of  miners 
close  at  hand  were  washing  up  one  hundred 
pounds'  worth  of  gold.  They  left  the  gold  in  the 
tail-race,  and  went  to  help  the  unfortunate  men. 
For  two  days  about  three  or  four  hundred  men 
pa«8ed  the  gold  frequently,  and,  as  an  instance  of 
their  honesty,  not  a  single  pennyweight  of  the 
gold  was  touched,  although  it  could  have  been 
easily  shovelled  into  a  pan  and  taken.  That 
was  a  class  of  colonists  that  should  be  encou- 
raged. Encouragement  should  be  given  to  them 
by  holding   out   the  inducement   that  in  the 
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year  1884  the  gold  duty  would  be  altogether 
abolished  in  New  Zealand.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  the  reduction  of  the  cost  of  miners' 
rights,  every  miner  before  he  can  mine  on  land 
must  first  have  some  title.  The  miner's  right 
was  very  much  the  same  as  a  Crown  grant  given 
to  a  person  who  held  a  freehold.  Every  miner 
must  have  this  right  to  hold  the  ground.  When 
asking  for  a  reduction  of  the  gold  duty  it  would 
not  be  right  to  say  that  the  Legislature  must 
reduce  the  cost  of  the  miner's  right.  Once  the 
gold  duty  was  reduced  they  must  next  reduce 
the  cost  of  miners'  rights.  As  he  had  said  before, 
in  the  other  colonies  that  had  always  been  done. 
He  would  perhaps  be  met  by  the  argument, 
"  Oh,  but  the  miners  take  up  the  country,  turn 
over  the  soU,  and  render  the  land  useless  for  any 
other  purpose."  Now,  he  would  meet  that  by 
saying,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  country  from 
which  the  miners  extracted  gold  was  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  fit  for  no  other  purpose.  It 
was  not  good  agricultural  land,  was  generally 
in  mountainous  districts,  and,  strictly  speaking, 
no  soil  at  all ;  while  it  was  inaccessible  and  re- 
mote from  the  ordinary  means  of  communication: 
its  value,  in  fact,  as  land  was  nearly  nil.  But 
when  he  told  the  House  that  the  miners  paid  £4 
for  every  acre  of  Crown  land  that  was  turned 
over,  it  would  be  admitted  that  they  had  paiii 
more  for  the  land  they  had  occupied  than  any 
freeholder  in  the  country  had  paid.  In  some 
instances,  the  miners  had  paid  £10  an  acre.  It 
would  take  a  miner  ten  years  to  work  an  acre 
of  ground,  and  thus,  by  paying  his  nuner's  right 
every  year,  the  land  would  cost  him  £10  an  acre. 
Both  during  the  days  of  Provincialism,  and  now, 
when  the  I^nd  Fund  was  consolidated  revenue, 
the  colony  had  been  better  paid  directly  and 
indirectly  for  the  land  that  had  been  worked  by 
the  gold-miners  than  for  any  other  lands  which 
had  been  sold,  either  under  the  laws  of  the  days 
gone  by  when  land  was  cheap,  or  under  the 
existing  law.  Under  those  circumstances,  see- 
ing that  they  paid  for  the  land  they  worked,  and 
seeing  that  their  average  earnings  were  only  about 
30s.  per  week,  out  of  which  they  had  to  pay  £1 
or  30s.  a  year  in  the  shape  of  a  special  tax,  he 
asked  honorable  n^einbers,  as  men  sent  there  to 
represent  all  sections  of  the  community  and  to 
mete  out  justice  to  all  classes,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  position  of  the  gold -miner  in 
New  Zealand,  and  pass  this  resolution,  so  that 
they  might  go  back  to  their  constituents  and 
say,  "Well,  if  we  could  not  get  the  total  abo- 
lition of  the  duty  owing  to  the  present  laws, 
we  have  obtained  what  we  think  will  meet  the 
case  fairly,  and  that  is,  that  in  the  year  1884 
there  will  be  no  duty  to  pay."  The  honorable 
member  for  Totara  had  just  made  a  suggestion, 
which  he  would  adopt,  that  it  would  be  well  to 
alter  his  amendment  and  make  the  periodical 
reduction  a  shilling  instead  of  sixpence.  This  was 
preferable,  because  no  doubt  the  miner  would 
not  get  so  much  benefit  from  the  reduction  of 
6d.  an  ounce.  The  argument  might  be  urged 
against  this  proposal  that  the  miners  would  not 
get  the  benefit  oi  any  reduction  in  the  gold  duty. 
He  thought  that  they  had  the  means  of  draling 
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with  that  difficulty.  The  Lcgifllature  should  in- 
sist upon  there  being  the  same  competition  in  this 
branch  of  commerce  as  there  was  in  all  others. 
It  might  be  necessary  to  do  the  same  as  was  done 
in  other  places  and  establish  a  mint,  and  by  coin- 
ing our  own  gold  the  miners  would  get  the  full 
Talue  for  it.  But,  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  colony,  a  mint  would  be  rather  an 
expensire  luxury,  and  it  would  be  better  to  take 
iome  steps  towards  prerenting  the  banking  insti- 
tutions in  the  colony  from  banding  together — as 
they  did  at  the  present  time — and  agreeing  not  to 
pay  more  than  a  certain  price  for  gold,  not  to 
allow  more  than  a  certain  OTerdraft,  and  to  pay 
only  a  certain  percentage  for  deposits.  It  was 
a  most  unfortunate  thing  for  any  colony  to  be 
placed  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  banking  in- 
stitutions ;  and  he  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  that, 
if  the  banks  would  not  gire  the  full  benefit  of  any 
reductions  the  Legislature  might  make,  it  would 
be  desirable  for  the  colony  to  hare  a  banking 
institution  of  its  own — a  step,  indeed,  which  it 
might  be  advisable  to  take  in  any  case.  It  proved 
that  there  was  a  screw  loose  somewhere  when 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  colony  could  be 
the  means  of  ruining  many  colonists  who  were 
in  solyent  positions.  It  had  been  said  that  this 
was  due  to  the  Goremment.  He  contended  that 
such  was  not  the  case,  but  that  it  had  been  owing 
to  the  necessity  entailed  upon  the  Gt>Temment 
during  the  financial  crisis  of  raising  money  from 
the  only  bank  with  which  an  arrangement  had 
been  made.  They  had  experienced  the  evil  efi*ect8 
of  that.  A  remedy  could  be  found  in  the  esta- 
blishment by  the  colony  of  a  banking  institution 
of  its  own.  He  did  not  see  why  they  could  not 
issue  short-dated  debentures  for  spiidl  amounts, 
and  why  the  people  in  this  colony  could  not  have 
their  own  Gbremment  notes,  the  same  as  was  done 
in  America,  but  the  securities  not  so  much  liable 
to  fluctuation  as  was  the  case  with  the  green- 
backs in  America.  This  idea,  as  given,  might  be 
in  a  very  crude  shape  at  present,  but  he  thought 
it  was  capable  of  being  worked  out  successfully. 
The  bank  deposits,  he  believed,  were  larger  in 
proportion  on  gold  fields  than  in  other  parts  of 
the  colony.  It  was  a  fact  which  could  not  be 
controverted  that  the  gold-miners  of  to-day  were 
very  difierent  from  what  they  were  in  years  gone 
by,  when  they  spent  every  shilling  they  made. 
The  banks  had  branch  establishments  at  the 
various  mining  centres,  which  must  pay,  other- 
wise tliey  would  not  be  maintained.  Why  did 
they  pay  ?  For  two  reasons  :  first  of  all,  on 
account  of  the  heavy  profit  they  made  on  the 
gold.  That  was,  he  believed,  their  chief  source 
of  profit.  They  found  that  £3  16s.  an  ounce  was 
given  for  West  Coast  gold,  which  was  worth  £4  Is. 
at  the  Mint  in  Victoria.  Therefore  the  bank 
must  make  a  very  heavy  profit.  There  was  no 
risk,  there  was  no  loss,  and  the  value  had  been 
ascertained  by  the  assay.  If  the  Legislature  de- 
■  cided  that  the  duty  should  be  reduced  by  Is. 
per  ounce,  and  that  it  should  cease  altogether 
in  1882,  it  would  give  them  time  to  look  round, 
and  provide  the  means  by  which  they  might  have 
a  system  of  local  self-government  established 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  colony 
Mr,  Seddon 


which  would  give  to  each  district  a  fair  propor- 
tion of  the  revenue  that  would  be  raised.  It  was 
monstrous  to  suppose  that  under  the  existing 
state  of  affairs  the  various  local  bodies  could 
themselves,  with  the  heavy  strain  upon  them,  find 
the  money  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of  public 
works.  What  had  the  Government  done  in  the 
matter  of  education?  It  had  told  the  House 
how  much  per  child  should  be  given,  and  under 
this  capitation  system  the  profits  derived  from 
the  schools  in  the  large  centres  of  population 
assisted  to  maintain  the  schools  in  the  scattered 
districts.  The  same  principle  should  be  applied 
to  all  counties.  It  was  not  right  that,  because 
there  were  gold-fields  counties  containing  a  mining 
population,  they  were  to  pay  three  times  as  mucdi 
in  the  shape  of  taxation  as  other  sections  of  the 
community.  That  argument  should  not  hold 
water  for  a  moment,  and,  as  it  was  the  only  one 
against  the  proposed  reduction,  he  trusted  the 
House  would  unanimously  adopt  the  amendment 
he  intended  to  propose,  which  was  as  follows: 
That  the  gold  duty  be  reduced  by  Is.  per  ounce 
per  annum  until  altogether  abolished,  the  first 
reduction  to  commence  on  the  1st  January,  1880. 
He  was  satisfied  that  there  was  no  gold-fields 
county,  or  any  other  county,  in  New  Zealand 
which  would  not  be  quite  content  to  abide  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  in  that  respect.  The 
House  contained  gentlemen  who  were  members 
of  various  County  Councils,  and  who  represented 
gold  fields,  and  he  felt  satisfied  that  there  was  not 
one  of  these  honorable  gentlemen  who  would  not 
be  willing  to  vote  for  this  resolution.  It  was 
monstrous  to  permit  this  matter  to  go  on  as  it 
had  been  going  on  for  years  past,  and  it  would 
show  gross  incompetence  on  the  part  of  the  Legis- 
lature if  it  said  that,  because  it  would  take  some 
trouble  to  devise  other  means  of  raising  revenue 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  works  in  gold- 
fields  counties,  therefore  such  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  population  should  still  be  subjected 
to  this  class  taxation.  Class  taxation  it  was, 
and  the  House  had  affirmed  in  days  gone  by 
that  it  would  not  have  class  taxation.  Wfa^i 
a  former  member  for  Grey  Valley  introduced  a 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion, the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
(Sir  G.  Grey)  took  advantage  of  its  introducUon, 
and  of  the  fact  that  some  members  of  the  House 
were  discontented  because  something  had  not 
been  done  in  that  direction ;  and  a  MmistrT  that 
had  been  in  office  for  many  years  was  turned  out. 
The  Legislature  had  for  years  been  endeaTouring 
to  do  what  it  could  to  make  the  taxation  fa& 
equally  on  the  shoulders  of  all.  Contending,  as 
he  did  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  this  was 
class  taxation,  he  asked  the  House,  in  justice  to 
a  section  of  the  community  that  had  been  over- 
burdened so  long,  to  take  into  consideration  tbe 
fact  that  for  the  last  eighteen  years  this  tax  had 
been  paid  by  them,  and  that  they  asked  now  at 
this  late  hour  that  some  justice  should  be  doDC 
to  them. 

Mr.  SHEPHAKD  had  much  pleasure  in  se- 
conding the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hokitika.  The  House  woold 
hardly  expect  that  he  should  travel  over  tha 
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Sound  the  honorable  gentleman  had  traTersed. 
e  had  told  them,  in  every  aspect  m  which  it 
oould  be  put,  how  much  the  miner  had  helped 
the  country,  how  good  he  was  to  the  country, 
and  how  much  he  could  fairly  claim.  Indeed, 
he  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  would  have  bis 
speech  printed  and  circulated  in  the  mining  dis- 
tricts as  one  grand  song  in  praise  of  that  class 
of  the  community.  He  (Mr.  Shephard)  sup- 
ported the  reduction  or  abolition  of  the  gold  duty 
on  a  principle  which  he  belieTed  every  member  of 
the-House  would  admit  to  be  thoroughly  sound — 
namely,  that  they  ought  on  no  account  to  tax  any- 
thing produced  in  and  exported  from  the  colony, 
and  that  they  should  encourage  to  the  utmost  the 
industries  of  the  country.  There  was  a  long  dis- 
cussion on  the  previous  day  about  the  encourage- 
ment of  native  industries;  and  this  particular 
industry,  which  had  brought  many  thousands  of 
men  into  the  country,  and  had  tended  so  much 
to  its  settlement,  was  the  only  one  that  was 
oppressed  by  a  particular  tax.  The  honorable 
gentleman  spoke  of  the  satisfaction  there  would 
have  been  all  along  in  the  mining  community  had 
the  gold  rcYenue  been  treated  as  rates  and  sub- 
sidized accordingly.  That  question  was  before 
the  House  in  1875,  and  he  ventured  to  say  there 
was  no  honorable  member  who  remembered  the 
long  and  bitter  discussions  on  the  question  of  the 
abolition  of  the  provinces  who  was  not  aware 
that  the  proposal  to  so  subsidize  that  revenue 
was  one  which  procured  a  considerable  number  of 
votes.  There  were  plenty  of  Gold  Fields  mem- 
bers at  that  time  who  would  certainly  have  gone 
against  the  aboUtion  of  the  provinces,  had  they 
not  had  the  promise  that  gold-fields  revenue — 
whether  from  gold  duty,  miners'  rights,  or  any 
other  source  —  should  be  subsidized  as  were 
the  rates  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  He 
had  looked  at  the  Abolition  Act  to  make  sure 
that  his  recollection  of  the  matter  was  correct, 
and  in  the  15th  clause  he  found  that  the  sources 
of  revenue  were  "  miners'  rights,  business  licenses, 
or  otherwise  in  respect  of  the  occupation  for 
gold-mining  purposes  of  Crown  lands,  and  the 
revenues  arising  within  any  provincial  dis- 
trict under  the  provisions  of  *The  Gold  Duties 
Act,  1870,*  or  *The  Gold  Duties  Act,  1872.'" 
These  sources  of  revenue  were  proposed  to  be 
subsidized  as  rates,  after  making  certain  deduc- 
tions for  rents  due  to  the  Crown  ;  and  it  was  pro- 
vided in  the  same  clause  that  "  the  balance  shall 
be  held,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  to  be 
general  rates,  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  Public 
Account,  and  a  separate  account  thereof  kept,  and 
such  balance  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  governing 
body  or  bodies  of  the  district  from  which  such 
revenue  has  been  received,  together  with  any 
proportionate  endowments  which  may  accrue 
from  the  Land  Fund  and  from  the  consolidated 
revenue,  to  be  computed  in  the  ipanner  pro- 
vided in  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  sections 
hereof."  Under  the  19th  section  it  was  pro- 
vided that  £1  for  &\  should  be  paid  in  re- 
spect of  rates  out  of  the  Land  Fund,  and  the 
20th  section  similarly  provided  that  £1  for  £1 
should  be  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
The   question  of  subsidies   came  up  for  final 


settlement  in  the  following  year,  when  the  Coun- 
ties Act  was  discQssed,  and  these  provisions  were 
then  left  out ;  and  what  he  wished  to  point  out 
was  this :  that  when  this  revenue,  which  was 
agreed  to  be  subsidized  by  Statute,  ceased  to  be 
subsidized,  the  West  Coast  had  good  cause  to 
complain.  They  laboured  under  a  sense  of  in- 
justice. Had  the  subsidies  been  paid  to  them, 
the  districts  he  had  already  referred  to  early  in 
the  afternoon  would  have  been  quite  content  to 
go  on.  They  would  have  had  plenty  of  money  to 
go  on  with.  But  they  were  shut  out.  The  other 
districts  got  tlie  money  that  had  been  agreed  to 
be  paid,  while  the  mining  districts  were  set  aside. 
Well,  he  did  not  see  any  prospect  of  getting  the 
subsidies  now,  and  he  therefore  agreed  with  the 
mover  of  the  motion  and  the  mover  of  the  amend- 
ment that  the  time  had  arrived  when  this  special 
tax  should  be  abolished.  The  honorable  member 
for  Hokitika  spoke  about  a  tax  on  wool.  He 
should  object  to  that  also.  They  ought  not  to 
tax  anything  of  which  they  had  not  a  monopoly, 
and  they  had  not  a  monopoly  in  the  production 
of  either  gold  or  wool.  He  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  agreed  to,  and  thus  that  an  end  would 
be  put  to  this  tax  upon  the  gold-miners,  which 
had  made  them  more  dissatisfied  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  than  anything  else  they  had 
had  to  endure. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  hoped  the  House  would  pass 
the  resolution  with  the  addition  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon). 
He  did  not  think  the  proposal  would  be  opposed 
by  the  Government,  because  it  was  not  a  question 
which  afiected  the  Treasury.  He  was  prepared 
to  vote  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  gold 
duty ;  but  he  was  afraid  that  a  majority  of  the 
House  would  not  agree  to  such  a  proposal  on 
account  of  the  complication  attendant  upon  it, 
the  revenue  being  local  revenue.  If  it  were  put 
as  a  practical  question, — Ought  a  duty  to  be  put 
upon  the  export  of  gold  for  the  purposes  of  colo- 
nial revenue? — he  thought  a  majority  of  the 
House  would  say  it  should  not  be.  Any  tax 
upon  the  export  of  raw  material  was  injudicious, 
and  he  argued,  when  the  gold  fields  were  first 
opened  up  in  this  colony,  that  it  was  an  unneces- 
sary tax.  There  was  an  idea  at  the  time  that 
immediately  a  gold  field  was  opened  exceptional 
expenditure  was  necessary,  and  that  an  excep- 
tional tax  was  necessary  in  order  to  recoup  that 
expenditure.  He  thought  that  was  a  mistake. 
Mining  communities  were  hke  ordinary  commu- 
nities :  they  knew  how  to  conduct  their  own 
local  self-government,  which  entailed  no  more  ex- 
pense than  the  government  of  any  other  commu- 
nity in  the  colony ;  but  this  tax,  instead  of  being 
abolished  when  the  provinces  were  abolished,  was 
made  a  source  of  local  revenue.  That  in  itself 
was  an  unfair  impost  upon  the  miners.  They 
had  no  property  to  be  rated,  and  they  therefore 
could  not  rate  themselves  as  people  in  other  parts 
of  the  colony  could  do.  It  was  not  a  self-imposed 
tax :  it  was  a  tax  imposed  upon  the  miners  by  the 
Legislature.  It  was  imposed  upon  them  by  ex- 
ternal force,  whether  they  liked  it  or  not.  And 
there  was  this  further  anomaly :  The  counties 
received  subsidies  on  rates  to  the  extent  of  £2 
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for  £1,  and  the  Boad  Boards  £1  for  £1 ;  but 
in  the  case  of  the  miners  there  was  no  £1  for 
£1  on  gold  duty.  They  had  to  pay  this  reTenue, 
for  which  they  received  no  equivalent ;  and  the 
result  was  that  the  local  bodies  in  the  mining 
counties  had  not  sufficient  funds  to  carry  on 
the  duties  imposed  upon  them.  This  was  felt 
to  be  particularly  hard  on  the  West  Coast,  be- 
cause the  maintenance  of  the  main  lines  of  road 
there,  which  were  constructed  under  the  public 
works  policy  of  1871-73  as  an  equivalent  for  its 
share  of  the  railway  expenditure,  was  still  thrown 
upon  the  local  bodies,  while  the  maintenance  of 
the  railways,  which  were  taken  orer  when  the 
provinces  were  abolished,  was  a  charge  upon  the 
colony.  It  would  therefore  be  seen  that  the  West 
Coast  had  been  unjustly  treated  in  three  ways. 
The  people  had  to  pay  a  special  tax  which  was 
not  imposed  by  tbemseWes,  they  did  not  get  the 
£1  for  £1  subsidy  which  other  parts  of  the 
colony  received,  and  they  had  to  maintain  the 
main  roads  which  were  given  to  them  in  sub- 
stituUon  for  railways,  while  the  railways  on  the 
East  Coast  were  maintained  by  the  colony. 
But  the  whole  system  of  local  self-government 
and  the  question  of  subsidies  would  before  long 
have  to  receive  the  serious  consideration  of  any 
Ministry  that  occupied  the  Government  benches. 
Things  could  not  be  allowed  to  go  on  as  they 
were  at  present.  From  oil  parts  of  tlie  colony 
there  came  a  cry  for  funds  for  the  maintenance 
of  roads  and  bridges,  and  funds  would  have  to  be 
found  to  meet  the  requirements  of  that  cry.  That 
being  the  case,  he  thought  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon), 
which  allowed  two  years  to  elapse  before  the 
abolition  took  place,  should  remove  any  objec- 
tion on  the  part  of  those  honorable  members  who 
thought  that  the  duty  should  not  be  abolished 
for  the  sake  of  the  local  bodies  whose  revenue 
it  was.  The  resolution  would  merely  affirm  the 
principle ;  the  details  could  be  considered  when 
the  Bill  was  introduced  to  give  effect  to  it. 
Some  understanding  might  be  arrived  at  by  which 
the  duty  should  be  abolished  in  the  different  dis- 
tricts at  the  request  of  the  County  Councils  or 
the  members  representing  those  districts.  He 
did  not  say  that  that  could  be  done  in  all  cases 
—  it  might  be  difficult  to  do  it  in  contiguous 
districts  —  and  by  the  time  the  abolition  took 
place  the  House  would  have  had  ample  time  to 
provide  a  good  and  efficient  system  of  local  self- 
government  which  should  be  fair  to  all  parts  of 
the  colony  and  adequate  to  meet  their  require- 
ments in  the  shape  of  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  main  roads.  The  whole  system  of 
local  government  must  receive  immediate  con- 
sideration, if  Parliament  was  to  be  relieved  from 
the  state  of  demoralization  into  which  it  had  been 
thrown  by  demands  for  roads  and  bridges  in  all 
parts  of  the  colony.  If  this  state  of  things  conti- 
nued the  House  would  become  a  large  scrambling 
shop,  in  which  the  only  object  of  members 
would  be  to  see  how  much  money  could  be  got 
from  it  for  local  works.  That  was  not  a  proper 
position  for  the  Parliament  to  occupy.  However, 
m  the  meantime,  he  hoped  the  motion  and  amend- 
ment would  be  carried. 
Mr,  Qisborne 


Major  ATKINSON  would  suggest  that  the 
debate  should  be  adjourned,  as  there  were  som« 
tables  which  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika 
desired  to  have  placed  on  the  table,  in  order  to 
afford  time  to  study  the  statistics  of  the  ques- 
tion, which  returns  he  had  not  yet  been  able  to 
have  prepared.  He  had  not  been  aware  that  the 
debate  was  coming  on  that  day,  or  he  would 
have  endeavoured  to  have  them  ready.  One 
had,  however,  been  placed  in  his  hands  since 
the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  sat  down, 
and  he  had  just  handed  it  to  that  honorable 
gentleman.  The  honorable  member  for  Totara 
said  correctly  that  the  Government  were  not 
directly  interested  in  this  question.  The  gcdd 
duty  not  being  general  revenue,  the  Government 
were  merely  in  the  position  of  representing  the 
local  bodies  in  the  matter ;  but  he  thought  they 
would  not  be  justified  in  permitting  the  vote  to 
pass  without  calling  the  attention  of  the  House 
distinctly  to  the  fact  that  the  gold  duty  was 
undoubtedly  local  revenue,  on  which  local  bodies 
relied  to  a  large  extent  to  carry  on  necessary 
works,  and  that  the  House  should  not  deal  with 
the  question  until  it  was  prepared  to  substitute 
something  for  this  duty.  The  proposition  of  tba 
honorable  member  for  Hokitika  was  that  the 
whole  of  the  duty  should  not  be  removed  until 
1882  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  House  would 
be  depriving  the  local  bodies  of  half  the  duty  for 
the  current  year,  when  probably  they  had  made 
engagements  for  the  whole  of  the  year.  Clearly 
the  House  should  not  do  that  without  granting 
special  subsidies  to  those  bodies.  He  did  not 
propose  to  go  into  the  general  question  which  had 
been  raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
mea,  but  he  would  point  out  to  that  honor- 
able gentleman  that  he  was  mistaken  with  regard 
to  the  arrangement  made  for  the  gold  fields 
under  the  Abolition  of  Provinces  Act.  There 
was,  no  doubt,  some  ambiguity  in  the  clause 
inserted  in  the  original  Act,  but  before  the  Act 
of  the  following  year  was  passed  all  the  Gold 
Fields  members  met  him  and  arranged  with  him 
the  manner  in  which  they  would  like  to  have  the 
gold  duty  made  local  revenue.  The  question  was 
put  to  them,  whether  they  would  desire  to  stand 
upon  the  clause  in  the  existing  Act,  or  have 
other  means  adopted ;  and  it  was  upon  their 
unanimous  recommendation  that  the  duty  stood 
as  it  did  now.  As  the  miners  themselves  would 
be  very  much  affected  if  the  local  bodies  had  not 
the  means  to  make  roads,  he  thought  it  would  be 
well  to  adjourn  the  debate  until  there  had  been 
sufficient  time  to  consider  how  the  revenue  of  the 
local  bodies  should  be  replaced  if  this  duty  were 
abolished. 

Mr.  GIBBS  was  ready  to  agree  to  the  adjoura- 
ment  of  the  debate,  particularly  as  the  amend- 
ment before  the  House  put  the  question  in  a 
totally  different  position  from  that  which  he  had 
anticipated.  He  did  not  intend  that  the  loeal 
bodies  should  be  entirely  deprived  of  this  re- 
venue at  so  early  a  date  as  was  now  proposed. 
The  reduction  he  proposed  was,  to  his  mind, 
reasonable,  and  it  must  be  apparent  that  some 
means  must  be  provided  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  local  bodies  in  the  shape  of  roads  and  other 
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works.  Until  that  was  done  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  wise  to  abolish  this  duty  altogether, 
and  therefore  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
ftdjonm  the  debate  until  they  knew  what  pro- 
Tision  was  likely  to  be  made  by  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  SEDDON  must  say  he  was  never  so  much 
astonished  as  he  was  at  hearing  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  ask  for  an  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
This  was  a  question  of  affirming  a  principle,  and 
it  ought  to  be  debated  at  once,  though  he  did  not 
think  any  definite  conclusion  would  be  come  to  at 
the  present  time.  The  question  of  what  was  to  be 
given  to  the  local  bodies  in  gold  districts  when  the 
duty  was  abolished  was  a  question  to  be  discussed 
when  the  Colonial  Treasurer  brought  down  his 
Financial  Statement,  and  did  not  affect  the  pre- 
sent question  at  all.  If  it  was  shown  that  an 
injustice  had  been  done,  that  injustice  ought  to 
be  removed ;  and  it  did  not  require  an  adjourn- 
ment until  the  G-overnment  considered  how  a 
particular  local  body  would  be  affected.  Delays 
were  dangerous  ;  and  now  that  several  speeches 
had  been  made  in  favour  of  the  motion,  the  Oo- 
vernment  and  others  who  had  for  years  persist- 
ently opposed  the  abolition  of  this  tax  wanted  to 
adjourn  the  debate,  so  that  the  motion  might  go 
down  and  down  the  Order  Paper,  and  never  come 
up  again,  like  some  other  motions.  As  at  least 
two-thirds  of  the  House  were  in  favour  of  the 
proposal,  he  saw  no  reason  for  an  adjournment. 
To  show  slill  further  to  the  House  how  great  an 
injustice  this  tax  had  inflicted  upon  the  miners 
he  would  quote  some  figures  from  a  return  which 
he  had  caused  to  be  compiled.  The  return  was 
not  yet  complete,  but  it  showed  that  the  amount 
of  duty  paid  by  the  miners  was — in  Auckland, 
£142,347  3s.  6d. ;  in  Picton,  £5,693  19s.;  in 
Nelson,  £192,389  128.;  on  the  West  Coast, 
£281,389  178.;  and  in  Otago  and  Southland, 
£462,997  lis.  In  other  words,  the  amount  of 
revenue  derived  by  the  country  from  this  special 
tax  upon  a  particcdar  class  was,  in  round  numbers, 
over  £1,084,000.  If  that  statement  did  not  con- 
vince the  House  that  a  great  injustice  had  been 
done  to  this  particular  class  of  the  community, 
then  aU  he  could  say  was,  that  no  man  could  be 
convinced.  He  trusted  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  would  be  negatived,  and  that  the  debate 
on  his  amendment  would  go  on. 

Mr.  REEVES  would  certainly  oppose  the  ad- 
journment of  this  question.  It  was  about  one 
of  the  most  important  questions  that  had  come 
before  the  House  up  to  the  present  time.  Any 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  any  capacity  for 
thinking  must  see  in  advance  that  this  opened  up 
a  most  important  question.  It  certainly  did  so 
with  regard  to  the  constituency  which  ho  had 
the  honor  to  represent.  He  was  quite  aware  tliat 
the  feeling  amongst  many  honorable  members 
was  that,  when  they  went  into  this  matter  of 
taking  off  the  duty  on  gold,  tome  other  means  must 
be  devised  of  raising  revenue  for  the  counties 
within  which  the  gdd  fields  existed.  He  quite 
agreed  with  that,  and  thought  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  gold  fields  should  receive  that 
&ir  share  of  justice  which  had  hitherto  been 
denied  them.  All  honorable  members  must  be 
aware  that  this  export  duty  on  gold  was  a  most 


iniquitous  tax.  It  had  been  argued  by  some 
honorable  members  over  and  over  again  that 
because  miners  broke  up  the  ground,  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing,  they  should  be  compelled  to  pay 
this  special  tax;  but  he  would  ask  why,  under 
those  circumstfmces,  were  not  the  kauri-gum- 
diggers  called  upon  to  pay  2^  per  cent,  on  what 
they  exported?  Did  not  the  same  argument 
apply  in  that  case,  and  in  the  case  of  otuer  in- 
dustries of  the  same  kind  ?  He  said  Yes.  But 
he  would  not  support  that  or  anything  that  would 
tend  towards  class  legislation.  It  was  altogether 
a  wrong  principle  to  go  upon  to  attempt  for  one 
moment  to  tax  our  exports,  as  had  been  the  case 
with  regard  to  gold  for  so  long  a  time — so  long 
that,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika 
(Sir.  Seddon)  had  said,  the  miners  had  contri- 
buted in  direct  taxation  £1,084,000  to  the  reve- 
nue. It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  having  paid  this  enormous  sum  to  the 
revenue,  the  miners  had  to  pay  special  taxes 
in  other  ways.  There  was  no  other  class  of  the 
community  that  was  taxed  in  the  same  way. 
A  man  had.  to  pay  for  his  miner's  right,  and  for 
every  additional  claim  that  he  was  in  he  had 
to  pay  for  an  additional  miner's  right.  Besides 
paying  £1  for  his  miner's  right  he  had  to 
pay  for  the  registration  of  the  water- race,  the 
head-race,  the  tail-race,  and  so  on ;  and  then  if 
he  wished  to  have  his  claim  protected  for  a  time 
he  must  pay  for  that  also.  Further  than  that, 
the  Government  had  hitherto  been  so  utterly 
stupid  that  they  had  put  every  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  the  miners'  receiving  that  proper  atten- 
tion to  which  they  were  entitled.  He  had  known 
cases  where  men  had  been  obliged  to  travel 
fifteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-five  miles  up  to  their 
knees  in  mud,  and  to  swim  across  creeks  and 
rivers,  and  then,  when  they  got  to  their  destina- 
tion, had  to  wait  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight,  and 
were  put  to  heavy  expense,  before  they  could  get 
the  title-document  which  it  ought  to  be  in  their 
power  to  get  without  the  slightest  trouble.  Of 
course  this  question  opened  up  a  very  wide  field 
for  discussion,  because  the  question  naturally 
arose.  How  wore  the  gold-fields  counties  to 
be  maintained?  Honorable  members  were  well 
aware  that  if  they  turned  to  the  land  in  gold- 
fields  counties  for  a  revenue  it  was  merely  nomi- 
nal. They  were  also  aware  that  the  value  of 
property  in  gold-fields  counties  which  could  be 
rated  was  comparatively  very  small.  To  show  the 
work  some  of  those  counties  had  to  do,  he  might 
instance  Inangahua  County,  a  portion  of  which 
he  and  his  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Masters) 
had  the  honor  to  represent.  That  county  had 
to  look  after  a  main  road  extending  from  what 
was  called  Tophousc  down  to  within  ten  miles  of 
the  Buller,  by  way  of  the  Hope,  and  then  along 
from  the  junction  of  the  Hope  and  Buller ;  then 
there  was  a  jump  of  ten  miles,  and  from  that 
there  was  another  piece  of  road  which  they  had 
to  keep  in  order,  from  Dee  Hill  to  about  four 
miles  below  the  junction  of  the  Inangahua  and 
Buller;  thence  to  Beef  ton,  and  from  Beefton  to 
the  junction  of  the  Mawhera  and  Mawhera  Iti. 
Altogether,  it  embraced  130  miles  of  road.  If 
they  went  from  Tophouse  down  to  Ten-Mile,  he 
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did  not  believe  the  whole  amount  of  rates  collected 
was  £10.  It  did  not  paj  the  cost  of  ooUectioD. 
Howerer,  the  county,  in  order  to  keep  within  the 
four  comers  of  the  Act,  sent  a  man  round  to 
collect  the  rates  at  an  expense  of  about  110  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  raised.  If  the  G-OTcm- 
ment  which  brought  about  the  abolition  of  the 
provinces  had  carried  out  in  their  entirety  the 
views  expressed  by  them,  the  Gk)ld  Fields  mem- 
bers would  not  now  be  coming  to  the  House  and 
asking  for  a  reduction  of  the  gold  duty.  If  the 
gold-fields  revenue  from  all  sources  had  been 
treated  as  ordinary  revenue,  and  subsidized  at  the 
rate  of  £2  for  £1,  they  would  now  be  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition.  However,  that  promise 
was  ignored,  and,  further,  they  were  precluded 
under  the  Act  from  taxing  mining  machinery. 
Therefore  he  contended  that  if  tlicy  got  any 
more  of  this  gold  duty  it  should  be  treated  as 
ordinary  rates,  and  subsidized  accordingly.  He 
thought  any  reasonable  man  with  a  conscience 
would  agree  to  that.  With  regard  to  making 
tracks,  it  was  utterly  impossible  that  their  poor 
counties  could  make  tracks,  because  they  had  not 
the  means.  The  Minister  of  Lands  raid  tlial  a  vote 
would  be  put  on  the  estimates  tliis  yeor  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  County  Councils  to  make 
prospecting  tracks.  That  was  very  desirable  and 
necessary.  He  suggested  tlmt  some  time  ago ; 
and  he  thought  it  was  even  better  than  a  vote  for 
prospecting.  In  his  own  district,  the  other  day, 
the  County  Council  determined  to  launch  out 
and  spend  a  little  money  on  a  track  connecting  a 
place  with  Devil's  Creek  and  Soldiers.  In  open- 
ing this  track  they  came  upon  a  very  profitable 
gold  field,  and  some  men  were  making  a  regular 
haul  of  £20  or  £30  a  week. 

Mr.  FINN  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  would 
respectfully  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
honorable  member  had  another  motion  on  the 
Paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable  member 
could  not  refer  to  that  motion. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  was  taking  this  last 
opportunity  of  airing  his  eloquence  before  he  was 
called  upon,  in  terms  of  his  own  motion,  to  pay 
Is.  per  hundred .  words  for  all  he  spoke  over  a 
column  of  Hansard.  With  reference  to  making 
tracks,  he  did  not  think  money  could  be  belter 
spent  than  upon  such  works.  IT^  now  came  to 
tne  question  of  main  roads.  Ho  Jioped  the  Go- 
vernment would  see  the  necessity  for  taking  the 
maintenance  of  main  roads  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  counties,  or  else,  as  had  been  suggested,  ollow 
them  a  rate  per  mile  for  maintaining  the  roads. 
It  was  utterly  impossible  for  the  counties  to  main- 
tain these  roads.  He  would  give  an  instance : 
From  the  Town  of  Qrcymouth  to  Reefton  was  a 
distance  of  fifty-two  miles  ;  from  Qreymouth  to 
Brunnerton  they  had  seven  miles  of  railway. 
That  was  the  oest-paying  line  in  the  colony, 
which  showed  the  very  great  necessity  for  extend- 
ing the  line  far  beyond  where  it  was  now  ;  and  lie 
lioped  the  House  would  vote  a  considerable  sum 
for  that  purpose.  The  traffic  over  the  road  from 
Brunnerton  to  Beefton  was  something  enormous. 
It  passed  through  a  very  thickly-populated  dis- 
trict, and,  in  consequence  of  the  very  bad  state 
Mr,  Reeves 


of  the  roads  at  the  present  time,  storekeepen 
and  miners  had  to  pay  10s.  a  ton  carriage  for 
a  distance  of  forty-five  miles  only.    He  tlum^fe 
the  House  would  agree  tlmt  such  a   stmie  of 
things  should  not  be  allowed  to  exist,  and  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  (Jovemment  to  devise  some 
means  for  taking  over  the  main  reads  and  maui- 
toining  them,  or  else  to  grant  an  increased  sab- 
sidy  to  the  counties  for  that  purpose.    He  would 
go  further  than  the  honorable  member  for  Col- 
llngwood  and  the  honorable  member  for  Hoki- 
tika  (Mr.  Seddon).    He  maintained  that  merely 
taking   Is.  an   ounce  off  the  gold   duty  would 
not  benefit  the  miner.    As  the  House  was  aware, 
the   export    duty   on   gold    formerly   amounted 
to  2s.  Gd.    an   ounce.     On   the    motion   of   the 
late    Mr.   "White,   6d.  an  ounce   was   taken  off 
the  duty,  but  the  residt  of  that  reduction  was  of 
no  benefit  whatever  to  the  miner:   he  did  not 
receive  a  penny  more  for  bis  gold,  but  the  bank 
got  the  same  price,  and  consequently  the  bank 
pocketed   the   extra   6d.   an   ounce.      He    (Mr. 
Beeves)  thought  the  same  result  would  follow 
from  the  reduction  of  Is.  an  ounce.    He  would  go 
further  than  those  honorable  members  to  wboin 
ho  had  referred.     He  would  rather  say,  "  Sweep 
awoy  the  duty  altogether."    The  House  would 
then  be  compelled  to   make  provision   for   the 
maintenance  of  roads.     On  the  West  Coast  they 
had  not  received  a  fair  share  of  the  public  re- 
venue for  public  works.     On  the  East  Coast  the 
settlers  had  railways,  which  were  maintaiued  by 
the  Government ;    but  on  the  West  Coast  th^ 
were  in  the  unfortunate  position  of  havinc;  main 
trunk  roads  instead  of  railways.    A  portion  of 
his  district  formerly  belonged  to  the  Province  of 
Nelson,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Town 
of  Nelson  they  had  splendid  roads.     If  inquiiy 
were  made,  it  would  be  found  that  the  money 
which  was  spent  upon  those  roads  was  largely 
contril ..^cd    by   the   Nelson    South- West    QoW 
Fields.     Then  there  was  a  splendid  road  between 
Christchurch    and    Hokitika.     What    was  now 
known  as  the  County  of  Westland  made  that 
road.    When  the  County  of  Westland  was  sepa- 
rated from  Canterbury,  the  county  was  saddkd 
with  the  whole  cost  of  the  road,  and  had  to  pay 
the  interest  and  sinking  fund.    The  miners  had 
been  taxed  in  every  shape,  and  they  had  never 
received  a  fair  return  for  that  taxation.     Tbey 
now   came  to  the  House  and  asked   honorable 
members  to  admit  that  in  putting  a  direct  tax  on 
gold  they  were  not  treating  a  large  portion  of 
their  fellow-colonists  in  a  fair  spirit.     It  oouU 
not  bo  denied  by  any  one  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  matter  that  the  residents  of  the  gold  £tMs 
contributed  far  more  extensively  to  the  revenue 
than  any  other  class  in  the  community.     They 
were  large  consumers  of  dutiable  goods — Uiey 
worked  hard,  and  lived  on  the  best — there  was 
not  a  siuele  thing  which  the  miner  used  that 
was  not  dutiable.    With  his  honorable  fneod, 
the  member  for  Hokitika,  he  believed  that  the 
miners  were  the  most  self-reliant  men  in  creation. 
When  anything  was  got  up  in  aid  of  local  insti- 
tutions, no  matter  how  dull  the  times  were,  the 
miners  were  always  ready  to  respond.     Hospital 
support  and  management  on  the  West  Coast  was 
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an  example  which  the  other  parts  of  the  colony 
might  well  follow.  Tlie  people  there  were  always 
ready  to  put  their  hands  in  tlieir  pockets.  He 
remembered  when  the  first  hospital  was  started 
in  Hokitika.  A  gentleman  highly  esteemed,  and 
whose  abilities  were  acknowledged  everywhere — 
he  alluded  to  Mr.  George  Samuel  Sale — was  acting 
on  tlie  West  Coast  as  Deputy-Superintendent, 
and  he  wanted  the  people  to  consent  to  hare  a 
hospital  under  the  suryeillance  of  the  GoTem- 
ment,  the  Government  to  support  it;  but  the 
Westland  people  objected.  They  said,  '*  No*  we 
will  put  our  hands  into  our  own  pockets.  We 
will  rather  pay  for  it  than  have  the  Government 
money  if  the  institution  is  to  be  placed  under  the 
surveillance  of  Government  officers."  The  result 
had  been  that  the  hospital  was  one  of  the  greatest 
successes  in  the  colony.  The  same  thing  applied 
to  the  Greymouth  Hospital,  and  also  to  the 
hospital  at  a  comparatively  small  place,  Beef  ton ; 
also  to  Kumara  and  Boss.  If  any  sport«  or 
amusements  were  got  up  for  the  benefit  of  the 
hospitals,  money  flowed  plenteously  into  the  cofiers. 
He  trusted  the  House  would  take  into  earnest 
consideration  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Hokitika,  although  he  would  have 
preferred  to  sec  the  honorable  gentleman  go  fur- 
ther, and  say,  *'  Let  us  abohsh  the  duty  altogether, 
and  have  done  with  it."  Had  the  honorable 
member  done  that,  he  would  have  got  the  support 
of  four-fifths  of  the  House. 

An  Hon.  Mkhbeb. — Half  a  loaf  is  better  than 
none. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  it  was  all  very  well  to  talk 
of  half  a  loaf,  but  a  hungnr  man  wanted  a  whole 
loaf  if  he  could  get  it.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  give  the  matter  favourable  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHEB  hoped  the  question  would 
not  be  shelved  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
Cbvemnient.  He  thought  the  tax  an  iniquitous 
one,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  taxed  indus- 
try and  production.  As  had  been  observed  by 
previous  speakers,  if  it  were  proposed  to  put  a 
similar  tax  upon  com  or  any  other  agricultural 
or  pastoral  product  of  the  country,  no  doubt 
there  would  be  a  great  howl.  The  gold  produced 
in  the  Middle  Island  was  supposed  to  be  worth 
£Z  16s.  or  dC3  ITs.  per  ounce,  and  upon  each 
ounce  the  Government  imposed  a  duty  of  2s. 
Now,  if  upon  every  £3  178.  worth  of  corn  or 
wool  produced  upon  the  East  Coast  a  similar 
tax  wore  imposed,  a  cry  would  be  set  .up  which 
would  not  only  be  heai^d  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  but  throughout  Christen- 
dom. While  he  recognized  that  the  tax  ought 
to  be  done  away  with,  ho  admitted  there  was  a 
serious  difficulty  before  the  House,  inasmuch  as 
the  gold  duty  formed  a  large  part  of  the  revenue 
of  counties,  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads, 
maintaining  hospitals,  and  opening  up  the  coun- 
try with  a  view  to  developing  new  gold  fields. 
That  was  a  palpable  difficulty,  and,  if  the  tax 
were  done  away  with,  the  Gtoverument  would  un- 
doubtedly have  to  find  a  large  subsidy  for  these 
gold-field  counties  out  of  the  consolidated  re- 
venue, because  it  was  well  known,  particularly 
with  respect  to  the  West  Coast  Gold  Fields,  that 
the  yalue  of  landed  property  was  but  trifling, 


and  that,  therefore,  the  revenue  derivable  from 
rates  was  comparatively  insignificant.  For  in- 
stance, he  knew  a  county  in  which  a  Is.  rate 
had  only  yielded  £233.  But  he  might  remark 
that  there  had  been  a  gross  breach  of  faith  on 
the  part  of  the  Government — not  the  present 
Government,  but  a  previous  Government  —  in 
respect  to  a  compact  made  with  the  Gold 
Fields  members.  He  had  been  informed,  and 
he  gathered  it  from  the  debates  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  at  the  time  of  the  abolition  of  pro- 
vinces there  had  been  a  distinct  understand- 
ing between  the  Gold  Fields  members  and  the 
Ministry  of  the  day  that  the  gold  fields  should 
receive  £1  for  £1  contribution  upon  the  amount 
of  the  revenue  raised. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— £2  for  £1. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHEB.— Well,  a  subsidy  in  the 
proportion  of  £2  to  £1  upon  the  revenue  raised 
m  the  district,  so  as  to  put  them  in  something 
like  a  fair  position  so  far  as  revenue  was  con- 
cerned. But  that  arrangement  had  not  been 
carried  out.  A  great  many  of  the  gold  fields 
counties  had  no  land  revenue  at  all ;  so  that 
they  were  entirely  dependent  upon  the  small 
revenue  they  received  from  local  taxation,  and 
if  the  gold  duty  were  abolished  the  Government 
of  the  colony  would  have  to  determine  how  the 
necessities  of  the  gold  fields  could  be  supplied. 
It  was  a  very  inconvenient  thing  for  the  politics 
of  the  country  that  men  who  came  down  to 
represent  gold-fields  constituencies  had  to  accord 
party  support,  not  on  account  of  the  principles 
of  different  parties,  but  mainly  on  account  of  the 
amount  they  would  be  able  to  seize  out  of  the 
general  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
roads  and  bridges  in  the  dbtrict  they  happened 
to  represent.  It  was  quite  time  that  sort  of 
thing  should  be  done  away  with,  and  men  put 
in  a  position  in  which  they  could  support  such 
principles  as  their  consciences  approved,  and  not 
be  open  to  such  mean  influences  as  bridges, 
roads,  and  other  things  which  had  influenced 
them  before.  As  he  had  already  said,  there  had 
been  a  gross  breach  of  faith  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  Gold  Fields  members  with  reference 
to  the  contributions  that  were  to  be  paid.  That 
arrangement  was,  he  believed,  carried  out  for  one 
year ;  but  subsequently  the  Gbvemment  brought 
down  a  Bill, — the  Financial  Arrangements  Bill, 
—under  which  no  provision  was  made  to  give 
efifect  to  that  arrangement,  the  consequence 
being  that  the  gold  fields  were  left  almost  with- 
out any  revenue  at  all.  Speaking  for  his  own 
district,  he  knew  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
revenue  to  maintain  the  ordinary  main  roads, 
much  less  to  open  up  new  fields  and  develop 
the  resources  of  the  country.  It  had  come  to 
his  knowledge  that  there  were  three  or  four 
gold  fields  in  the  Buller  County  which  gave 
every  promise  of  employing  a  large  number  of 
men,  and  of  producing  a  large  amount  of  gold 
to  the  benefit  of  the  colony;  but  these  fields 
could  not  be  turned  to  good  account  because  the 
county  had  not  the  means  of  developing  them. 
At  the  Karamea  there  was  a  good  gold  field, 
where  men  could  make  £7  or  £8  a  week,  were 
it  not  that  half  the  week  was  taken  up  in  getting 
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"tucker,"  owing  to  a  bluff  on  the  road,  which 
it  took  a  day  to  cross,  and  wliich  difficulty  niij^ht 
be  remored  at  a  cost  of  £500.  There  were  other 
districts,  for  instance,  the  New  Creek,  only  a 
few  miles  from  the  Lyell,  which  could  be  opened 
up  for  a  sum  of  £300  or  £400;  and  another 
called  Cronadin,  close  to  Charleston,  where  a 
large  amount  of  private  enterprise  had  been  ex- 
hibited, and  to  which  a  track  could  be  made 
at  a  cost  of  from  £150  to  £200.  Districts  which 
could  be  opened  up  for  these  small  sums  were 
at  present  lying  unproductive,  simply  because 
the  county  had  no  revenue  to  develop  them.  As 
he  had  said  in  asking  a  question  that  afternoon, 
the  whole  subject  must  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Government.  Sooner  or  later,  they  would  have 
to  recognize  that  there  were  counties  which,  from 
their  circumstances,  could  not  maintain  arterial 
roads  and  at  the  same  time  find  money  to 
develop  the  resources  of  the  country.  He  in- 
tended to  support  the  amendment,  because, 
taking  the  whole  circumstances  into  considera- 
tion, be  thought  it  would  be  better  to  do  away 
with  the  gold  duty  altogether.  It  would  be 
better  that  the  principle  should  not  be  recog- 
nized of  taxing  an  important  industry,  than  that 
the  counties  should  derive  so  small  an  amount  of 
benefit  from  this  source  of  revenue.  He  thought 
it  would  be  far  better  that  this  source  of  revenue 
should  be  done  away  with  altogether,  than  that 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Colling- 
wood  should  be  given  effect  to,  because  by  adopt- 
ing that  motion  they  would  be  rendering  the 
revenue  to  counties  from  this  source  insignificant, 
while  the  miners  would  derive  little  or  no  benefit. 
He  would  willingly  support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FINN  said  that,  as  a  Gold  Fields  member, 
he  desired  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  motion 
before  the  House.  In  his  opinion,  the  miners 
were  the  heaviest-taxed  people  in  New  Zealand. 
Probably  some  honorable  members  did  not  know 
how  they  were  taxed.  He  would  tell  them  as 
briefly  as  possible.  In  the  fir*t  instance,  before 
a  miner  could  seek  for  gold  he  must  obtain  a 
miner's  right,  for  which  he  paid  £1.  He  had 
to  travel,  perhaps,  forty  or  sixty  miles  to  the 
Warden's  Office  to  procure  the  miner's  right. 
Under  the  miner's  right  he  could  mark  off  one 
acre  of  land ;  but  the  possession  of  the  miner's 
right  did  not  give  him  any  title  to  the  land — it 
only  gave  him  the  right  to  mine  for  gold.  If  he 
desired  to  have  a  survey  of  the  land  made,  as 
miners  generally  did,  he  had  sometimes  to  pay  £9 
or  £10  for  such  survey.  That  was  considered  to 
be  a  great  injustice  to  the  miners.  Considering  that 
on  the  gold  fields  there  were  a  large  number  of 
Government  surveyors,  the  least  the  Government 
could  do  would  be  to  direct  their  officers  to  moke 
the  necessary  surveys,  the  persons  requiring  such 
surveys  to  pay  the  actual  expenses  incurred.  He 
thought  that  would  be  reasonable.  Under  "  The 
Land-Tax  Act,  1878,"  the  mining  industries  were 
taxed.  He  would  give  an  instance  of  one  com- 
pany in  his  district — the  Tipperary  Gold-Mining 
Company.  It  commenced  operations  eighteen 
months  ago.  It  had  seven  acres  of  land,  and 
had  to  pay  a  tax  on  £10,000,  the  amount  at 
which  it  was  valued.  That  was  certainly  a  great 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher 


injustice,  and  he  would  support  any  measures 
which  woidd  exempt  miners  and  their  properties 
from  heavy  or  oppressive  taxation.  Then  under 
the  Mines  Act  a  lease  for  a  water  right  could  not 
be  obtained  under  a  cost  of  £6  or  £7,  as  the  Act 
made  it  compulsory  to  advertise.  The  honorabU 
member  for  Hokitika  had  made  reference  to  the 
banks,  and  stated  that  some  arrangement  had 
been  made  between  the  banks  of  the  colony  for 
keeping  down  the  price  of  gold.  The  only  way 
in  which  the  Government  could  overcome  that 
difficulty  would  be  by  buying  the  gold  from  U» 
miners,  paying  them  a  fair  price  for  it.  The 
Government  could  at  once  convert  it  into  cob, 
or  otherwise  dispose  of  it  to  the  banks,  as  they 
thought  advisable.  He  thought  it  would  be  hr 
better,  instead  of  taxing  the  miners  as  at  present, 
that  some  encouragement  should  be  given  to  them. 
Unless  some  encouragement  was  given  to  them, 
the  revenue  of  this  coleny  would  be  diminished  to 
a  great  extent.  Beference  had  been  made  to  the 
quantity  and  value  of  gold  produced  for  exporta- 
tion up  to  the  present  time.  He  found,  by  the 
return,  that  from  the  gold  field  from  which  he 
came  the  Government  had  received  gold  duty  to 
the  amount  of  £294,677  7s.  6d.  That  anaoimt 
had  been  paid  by  the  miners.  He  would  ask, 
had  anything  been  given  in  return  for  that 
money?  He  would  say  that  nothing  whatever 
had  been  given  in  return  for  it.  He  would  pre- 
fer seeing  the  Government  introduce  a  Bill  pro- 
viding for  the  abolition  of  the  gold  doty,  and 
would  certainly  give  such  a  measure  his  support ; 
but  until  such  was  done  he  would  support  the 
reduction. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  would  have  liked  to  have  seen 
the  debate  adjourned,  for  this  reason  :  that  cer- 
tain returns  which  had  been  asked  for  connected 
with  the  subject  should  be  laid  on  the  table  be- 
fore the  House  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  this 
question.  The  question  was,  whether  the  aboU- 
tion  of  the  gold  duty,  or  the  gradual  reduction  of 
it,  was  what  the  country  desired.  In  past  ses- 
sions there  had  always  been  Gold  Fields  mem- 
bers who  supported  the  maintenance  of  this  duty 
for  colonial  reasons  primarily,  and  then  for  local 
reasons.  Such  members  were  now  few  in  the 
House.  The  main  reason  he  had  heard  advanced 
by  those  gentlemen  was  that,  as  the  gold  duty 
was  now  practically  applied  to  local  purposes,  it 
ought  therefore  to  be  continued.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  the  fact  that  it  was  given  to  local  bodies, 
he  believed  the  duty  would  have  been  abolished 
long  since.  There  were  no  two  opinions  upon 
the  injustice  of  the  duty.  It  was  in  every  sense 
an  unjust  and  exceptional  tax— a  tax  which  x» 
other  industry  in  the  country  would  submit 
to.  Such  a  tax  on  any  other  industry  would  be 
resented  by  any  other  class  in  the  community. 
The  circumstances  which  originally  gave  rise  to 
the  imposition  of  the  tax  had  completely  changed. 
Under  the  present  circumstances  they  were  not 
justified  in  retaining  the  duty  in  its  present  form. 
The  statement  that  as  it  was  applied  to  local  pur^ 
poses  it  should  be  continued  would  not  bear  exa- 
mination, and  for  this  reason:  At  the  time  of  the 
aboUtion  of  the  provinces,  it  was  understood  that 
a  subsidy  would  be  given  to  local  bodies  of  £2  £» 
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eyery  £1  raised  locally  from  rates  and  from  gold 
duty  accruing  in  the  localities.  That  arrangement 
had  not  been  adhered  to.  That  was  one  reason  why 
the  duty  should  be  abolished.  There  was,  to  his 
mind,  a  still  stronger  reason  :  while  the  gold  duty 
continued  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  for 
the  local  bodies  to  obtain  the  power  to  rate  min- 
ing property  in  their  respective  localities.  Those 
who  knew  anything  of  gold-fields  townships 
would  know  that  in  a  large  number  of  instances 
a  very  great  proportion  indeed  of  a  township 
was  gold-mining  property,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  rated.  The  rates  which  would  be  levied 
on  these  properties  were  lost  to  the  local  bodies, 
as  also  the  subsidies  that  would  be  payable  upon 
those  rates.  For  that  reason,  the  duty  was  no 
benefit  to  the  localities.  Again,,  to  a  large  extent 
the  gold  duty  raised  was  to  be  applied  to  gold- 
mining  purposes,  and  was  not  available  for  the 
purpose  of  making  roads.  It  was  frequently 
given  as  aid  to  prospectors,  and  for  canying  on 
mining  operations,  so  that  the  localities  were  at 
a  dead  loss  in  the  matter.  He  thought  the  argu- 
ments used  by  honorable  gentlemen  had  covered 
all  the  points  that  might  be  taken  upon  the  sub- 
ject. In  his  opinion  the  sooner  the  duty  was 
abolished  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  colony, 
for  then  the  people  would  be  brought  face  to  face 
with  the  question  as  to  how  the  roads,  bridges, 
and  other  works  in  the  various  localities  were  to 
be  maintained. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  hoped  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  would  be  allowed.  A  time  could 
be  fixed  for  resuming  it. 

Debate  adjourned. 

LAND  TRANSFER  BILL. 
Mr.  BRANDON,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  had  generally  been  supposed 
that  a  person  who  held  a  certificate  of  title  held 
what  he  might  term  the  key  to  the  title — that 
was  to  say,  that  no  one  had  the  right  to  deal  with 
the  land  without  his  concurrence,  whether  he  was 
the  owner  named  in  the  certificate  of  title  or  not. 
It  had  been  found  by  experience  that  that  was 
not  the  case,  and  that  some  Registrars  were  in 
the  habit  of  accepting  and  recording  transfers, 
although  the  certificate  of  title  might  be  in  the 
bands  of  persons  other  than  the  owner.  It  was 
true  that,  under  the  Act  of  1870,  the  Registrar 
bad  power  to  dispense  with  the  production  of 
the  certificate  if  the  owner  had  not  deposited  it 
as  security  for  a  loan.  He  therefore  proposed 
that,  before  registering  the  transfer,  the  Registrar 
should  require  the  transferor  or  party  dealing 
■with  the  bind  to  make  affidavit  that  the  certi- 
ficate has  been  destroyed  or  lost,  and  that  he  had 
not  transferred  or  dealt  with  the  land  otherwise 
than  as  in  the  transfer  proposed  to  be  registered, 
and  that  he  had  not  deposited  such  certificate, 
grant,  or  other  document  as  security  for  any  loan. 
That  would  prevent  any  unfair  dealing  with  the 
land.  Then,  in  order  to  supply  an  omission  in 
the  Act  of  1870,  the  Bill  provided  that  the 
Registrar  should  give  at  least  fourteen  days* 
-notice  in  a  newspaper  published  in  the  principal 
town  of  the  district  in  which  the  land  is  situated, 
and  also  in  the  GK>vemment  Gazette,  of  his  in- 
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tention  to  register  the  proposed  transfer.  This 
would  be  a  further  protection  against  fraud. 
The  object  of  the  next  clause  was  to  restore  to 
the  mortgagee  the  right — if  there  was  any  default 
in  the  payment  of  principal  or  interest,  and  if  he 
found  that  he  could  not,  by  sale  in  the  ordinary 
way,  realize  the  amount  due  to  him — to  apply  to 
the  Registrar  to  conduct  the  sale  ;  and  if  at  that 
sale  he  could  not  realize  the  principal  and  interest, 
and  whatever  costs  he  might  be  put  to,  he  might 
himself  become  the  purchaser  and  hold  the  land, 
just  8is  if  he  had  foreclosed.  He  was  prohibited 
under  the  Land  Transfer  Act  of  1876  from  doing 
so,  and  the  Bill  would  give  him  this  very  proper 
power.  These  were  the  objects  of  the  Bill,  and 
he  now  moved  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  KELLT  inquired  whether  the  Bill  had 
been  referred  to  the  Attorney- G-eneral. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Bill  had  not  ret  been 
referred  to  the  Attorney-General,  as  it  nad  only 
recently  been  distributed.  He  listened  attentively 
to  the  honorable  gentleman's  explanation  of  the 
2nd  clause,  which  seemed  to  contain  a  very  desir- 
able provision.  The  3rd  clause  was  of  such  a 
technical  character  that  he  would  not  express 
any  opinion  upon  it ;  but,  if  (he  House  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time,  he  would  take  care  that  it  was 
referred  to  the  Attomey-Gkneral  before  it  went 
into  Committee. 

Mr.  BRANDON  explained  that  the  Bill  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney-General  for  a 
few  days,  and  he  had  not  yet  received  intima- 
tion of  any  objection  to  it. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LICENSING  BILL  (No.  1). 
Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  originated  with  those 
who  were  licensed  victuallers,  who,  from  being 
compelled  to  pay  higher  license  fees  in  different 
parts  of  the  colony,  desired  that  a  measure  of 
this  kind  should  be  introduced  in  order  to  re- 
move what  they  conceived  to  be  a  great  injus- 
tice. For  the  past  two  years  several  efibrts  nad 
been  made  by  licensed  victuallers  to  remedy  this 
injustice,  and  the  Government  had  more  than 
once  promised  to  bring  in  a  general  Licensing 
Bill,  which,  among  other  things,  would  provide 
for  the  classification  of  license  fees.  However, 
Government  had  not  been  able  to  bring  forward 
any  general  measure  affecting  the  licensing  ques- 
tion as  a  whole,  and  he  was  now  speaking  as  a 
private  member  on  behalf  of  a  number  of  licensed 
victuallers.  This  Bill  only  dealt  with  the  matter 
of  fees.  The  whole  principle  was  confined  to  the 
classification  of  licenses  and  the  making  the  fees 
uniform.  When  he  read  to  the  House  the  fees 
that  were  in  force  in  the  diff*erent  provincial  dis- 
tricts he  thought  honorable  members  would  re- 
cognize the  necessity  for  introducing  such  a 
measure  as  this.  In  Auckland  the  license  fee 
was  £40 ;  in  Hawke's  Bay,  £25  for  a  t^n-o'clock 
license,  and  £40  for  a  twelve  -  o'clock  license ; 
in  Wellington,  £40  for  a  twelve-o'clock  license ; 
in  Nelson,  £50  for  a  twelve-o'clock,  and  £40  for 
an  eleven-o'clock  license  j  in  Canterbury,  £30  for 
a  twelve-o'clock  license ;  in  Otago,  £25  for  a 
twebre-o'clook  license,  and  £20  for  a  ten-o'dook 
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Hcense.  So  that  honorable  gentlemen  would  see 
that  in  Kelson  the  publicans  had  to  paj  exactly 
double  what  the  publicans  in  Otago  had  to  paj 
as  a  fee ;  the  probabilities,  too,  being  that  the 
Otago  publican  would  do  a  yery  much  greater 
trade  than  the  publican  in  Kelson  was  likelj 
to  do.  This  was  simply  the  result  of  the  pro- 
yincial  system,  and,  however  strongly  many  honor- 
able members  might  have  held  to  the  question  of 
the  existence  of  provincial  institutions,  he  would 
point  out  that  this  was  the  first  new  Parliament 
that  had  met  since  the  abolition  of  the  provinces. 
He  therefore  appealed  to  honorable  members, 
however  gallantly  they  struggled  for  the  principle 
while  possible  to  maintain  it,  to  endeavour  now 
with  him  to  obtain  uniform  laws  throughout  the 
colony.  Up  to  the  year  1873,  the  whole  of  the 
licensing  question  was  dealt  with  by  provincial 
laws ;  but  in  that  year  it  was  foimd  necessary  to 
make  general  provisions  providing  for  the  mode 
of  applying  for  and  grantmg  licenses.  Therefore, 
in  the  years  1873  and  1874,  the  (General  Legisla- 
ture dealt  with  that  question,  leaving,  however, 
the  question  of  fees  open,  as  they  were  provincial 
revenue.  The  licensed  victuallers  had  been  con- 
sidering this  question  for  some  time.  The  Auck- 
land and  Nelson  publicans  had  petitioned  the 
House  this  session  with  reference  to  the  matter, 
and  by  letters  received  from  Otago  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  Otago  licensed  yictuallers  were 
not  unfriendly  to  his  proposition,  though  it  might 
necessitate  their  haying  to  pay  a  slightly  higher 
fee  than  at  present.  There  was  at  the  present 
moment  a  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  the 
publicans  throughout  the  colony  being  held  in 
Wellington,  and  he  hoped,  before  he  asked  for 
ihe  committal  of  the  Bill,  that  the  result  of  their 
deliberations  would  be  placed  before  the  House. 
It  might  be  raised  as  an  objection  to  the  Bill 
that  these  fees  belonged  to  the  local  bodies ;  but 
he  did  not  for  a  moment  think  the  local  bodies 
would  interfere  with  a  measure  of  this  kind.  Of 
course,  no  local  body  would  be  more  affected  by 
this  Bill  than  the  City  Council  of  Nelson,  inas- 
much as  the  fees  there  were  higher  than  any- 
where ebc  ;  there  would,  therefore,  be  a  greater 
loss  upon  each  license  in  the  City  of  Nelson  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  colony.  He  had  repre- 
sented this  to  the  City  Council  of  Nelson,  and 
asked  them  to  inform  him  of  their  views  ;  and  he 
held  in  his  hand  a  resolution  passed  by  that  body 
within  the  last  few  days.    It  was  to  this  effect : — 

"That  this  Council  approves  of  the  measures 
contained  in  the  Licensing  Amendment  Bill  in- 
troduced at  the  present  session  of  Parliament  by 
Mr.  Acton  Adams,  proyiding  for  the  classification 
of  licenses  and  an  uniform  scale  of  license  fees 
us  follows :  Twelye-o'dock  license,  £35 ;  eleven 
o'clock  license,  £25 ;  country  licenses,  £20 ;  ac- 
commodation and  ferry  licenses,  not  to  exceed 
£10.  And  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  for- 
warded by  the  Town  Clerk  to  Mr.  Adams." 

With  this  resolution  he  felt  sure  the  other  local 
bodies  would  concur.  He  had  heard  of  no  dissent, 
and  that  might  be  taken  as  some  evidence  that 
there  was  none.  He  was  sure  no  local  body  would 
like  to  see  the  same  class  of  men  taxed  higher  in 
one  place  than  in  another — ^it  would  be  so  mani- 
Mr,  Acton  Adams 


festly  unfair.  He  would  be  prepared  to  diseuis 
the  details  of  the  Bill  when  they  went  into  Com- 
mittee. He  would  simply  state  now  that  the  Bill 
continued  the  present  system  of  granting  licenses 
as  specified  in  the  existing  Acts,  and  divided  the 
publicans'  licenses  into  four  classes.  That  was 
already  done  to  a  great  extent  in  the  different 
provincial  districts,  and  he  was  only  carrying  ont 
the  same  principle  in  a  more  accurate  shape  in 
his  Bill.  The  duties  and  liabilities  of  publicans, 
so  far  as  related  to  the  conduct  of  their  houses, 
were  not  altered.  If  there  were  any  great  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  clause  6,  which  provided 
for  the  hours  for  which  publichouses  were  to  be 
kept  open,  he  would  be  willing  to  leave  that  ques- 
tion until  it  could  be  dealt  with  by  the  Goycm- 
ment,  or  some  more  influential  member  than  him- 
self. The  duration  of  licenses  was  at  pres«t 
regulated  by  clause  39  of  the  general  Act  of  1874, 
which  left  it  to  the  Provincial  Legislatures  to  fix 
the  duration.  As  he  contended  that  it  was  de^ 
able  the  duration  of  licenses  should  be  uniform 
throughout  the  colony,  he  had  introduced  aelanse 
with  that  yiew.  He  thought  it  was  yery  desirable 
that  publichouses  should  be  kept  open  for  the 
same  time  in  different  places,  so  that  travellers, 
wherever  they  went,  might  always  understand 
when  they  could  get  admission.  As  to  the  amount 
of  fees  which  he  proposed,  he  thought  be  had 
indicated  a  fair  compromise  between  the  higher 
and  lower  rates ;  but  he  was  not  bound  to  any 
particular  rate,  and  would  be  ready  to  yield  £5 
one  way  or  the  other,  so  as  to  secure  uniformity. 
He  thought  he  had  framed  his  Bill  so  that  it 
should  recommend  itself  to  the  House,  and  he 
felt  sure  honorable  members  would  be  ready  to 
remove  what  was  looked  upon  as  a  great  injusUee 
by  a  large  and  influential  trade  in  this  ooantry. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  there  might  appear  to 
bo  some  diflSculty  as  to  putting  the  question  of 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  because  it  pro- 
posed to  increase  certain  license  fees,  and  that 
was  a  proposal  which  should  emanate  from  the 
Government,  and  not  from  a  private  member. 
However,  the  objection  was  not  so  great  in  this 
case  as  to  induce  him  to  refuse  to  put  the  ques- 
tion of  the  second  reading,  leaving  the  qnestioa 
of  increasing  the  fees  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  STEWART  would  like  to  ask  the  honor- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  whether  it  was 
intended  that,  when  a  person  had  once  paid,  say, 
£10  for  a  license,  he  was  to  retain  that  hcense 
ever  after  ;  as  the  provision  in  the  Bill  seemed  to 
read  in  that  way. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  said  the  general  licens- 
ing Acts  of  1873  and  1874  proyided  that  th« 
licenses  should  be  taken  out  yearly,  and  hia  Bill 
did  not  alter  that  provision. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  this  Bill  provided  for 
making  the  license  fee  simply  £10 :  that  was  to 
say,  a  person  would  be  entitled  to  a  license  for 
£10.  He  apprehended  that  would  hdd  good  for 
ever. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  would  refer  his  bovior- 
able  and  learned  friend  to  the  Act  of  1873,  which 
provided  that  the  fees  paid  in  respect  to  any 
license  were  to  be  regulated  by  Act  of  the  Fn>* 
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Tincial  Council,  as  settled  in  otber  parts  of  the 
Act. 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  high  tin>c  that  the  lav 
with  regard  to  publicans'  licenses  should  be  re- 
vised. As  one  of  the  Licensing  Commissioners 
for  a  country  district  in  Canterbury,  he  found 
great  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  law,  on  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  Acts  through  which  it 
was  scattered.  It  was  a  very  great  pity  that 
the  question  had  not  been  taken  up  by  the  G-o- 
yemment  before  now,  but  he  was  afraid  that 
during  the  present  session  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  the  Government  to  deal  with  the  matter 
as  it  required.  In  the  meantime,  the  grievance 
this  Bill  proposed  to  redress  was  one  very  much 
felt,  and  therefore,  if  the  House  could  not  deal 
with  the  whole  subject  this  session,  it  might 
take  up  the  question  of  equalizing  the  license 
fees  throughout  the  colony.  There  was  no  reason 
whatever  why  a  publican  should  pay  more  in 
Auckland  than  in  Otago,  or  more  in  Nelson  than 
in  Canterbury.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  ho  was 
in  favour  of,  but  there  were  one  or  two  features 
which  would  require  consideration  in  Committee. 
The  honorable  member  proposed  that  the  fees 
for  town  licenses  should  be  £25,  and  for  country 
licenses  £20.  Those  fees  were  not  very  different 
from  the  fees  charged  for  the  same  licenses  under 
existing  laws.  Then  the  Bill  went  on  to  pro- 
vide for  "  accommodation  licenses,"  for  which  the 
charge  would  only  be  £10,  and  an  accommodation 
license  was  described  as  a  license  outside  a  city 
or  borough,  where  the  business  done  under  such 
license  principally  consisted  of  accommodation 
for  travellers.  Under  that  head,  he  contended 
that  nine-tenths  or  nineteen-twentieths  of  the 
hotels  outside  the  boundaries  of  boroughs  would 
obtain  their  licenses.  Practically,  therefore,  the 
Bill  would  reduce  fees  for  all  kinds  of  country 
licenses  to  £10.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  only 
intended  to  charge  £10  for  such  licenses  as  used 
in  the  Canterbury  Province  to  be  called  "  accom- 
modation licenses" — meaning  licenses  which  it 
was  optional  for  Justices  to  grant  in  cases  where 
there  was  very  little  traffic,  and  where  it  was  very 
desirable  to  have  an  accommodation-house  —  he 
thought  the  intention  would  have  to  be  made 
clearer.  He  believed  the  charge  for  bottle  licenses 
was  rather  high.  The  8th  clause  appeared  to  make 
a  considerable  alteration  in  the  law  on  the  vexed 
question  of  travellers.  At  present,  the  law  was, 
that  no  person  should  be  considered  a  traveller 
unless  he  resided  more  than  three  miles  from 
the  house  in  which  he  obtained  drink.  In  this 
clause,  the  framer  of  the  Bill  had  entirely  done 
away  with  that  provision,  and  a  man  might 
claim  to  be  a  traveller  if  he  only  resided  a  couple 
of  hundred  yards  away  from  the  publichouse. 
He  was  afraid  that  would  not  be  at  all  desirable. 
Another  provision  appeared  to  be  still  more  objec- 
tionable. It  laid  the  onus  of  proving  that  a  man 
was  not  a  traveller  upon  the  prosecutor.  It  was 
proverbially  difficult  to  prove  a  negative,  and  it 
would  be  exceedingly  difficult  for  the  police  to 
prove  that  a  particular  individual  was  not  a 
traveller.  He  hoped  his  honorable  friend  would 
reconsider  this  clause.  He  thought  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  was  good — namely,  that  it  was  desir- 


able to  equalize  publicans'  license  fees  throughont 
the  colony. 

Mr.  aiSBOBNE  said  they  had  heard  a  great 
deal  about  the  wishes  of  the  licensed  victuallers, 
but  he  would  like  to  hear  something  about  the 
wishes  of  the  local  bodies  to  which  the  license  fees 
were  paid.  Of  course,  it  would  be  agreeable  for 
the  licensed  victuallers  to  have  equal  fees,  if  in 
most  cases  they  were  made  less  tlian  at  present. 
Then,  the  Bill  provided  that  ferry  licenses  should 
be  only  £1.  In  some  cases  a  person  might  be 
willing  to  pay  £50  for  a  ferry  license.  Did  the 
Bill  mean  that  ferry  licenses  should  be  only  £1  ? 
He  could  not  see  any  very  great  principle  in- 
volved in  this  equalization  of  license  fees.  When 
they  had  provincial  institutions,  each  province 
was  able  to  decide  what  license  fees  should  be 
charged  in  its  own  district,  and  the  fees  were  paid 
without  any  remonstrance,  as  far  as  he  under- 
stood, from  the  licensed  victuallers.  Now  that 
provincial  institutions  were  destroyed,  it  was  said 
that  everybody  ought  to  pay  an  equal  license  fee 
throughout  the  colony,  and  the  House  would  have 
a  perfect  right  to  give  efPect  to  that  if  they  re- 
ceived the  revenue.  But,  as  they  were  paying  this 
as  local  revenue,  they  should  consult  the  local 
bodies  before  they  affirmed  the  principle,  because 
that  principle,  if  carried  out,  might  injuriously 
affect  certain  local  oodies. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  said  the  honorable  mem- 
her  for  Totara  saw  no  great  advantage  in  equaliz- 
ing the  license  fees  because  they  were  county 
revenue.  But  the  licensing  districts  were  not 
conterminous  with  the  county  boundaries,  and  the 
present  law  was  highly  unjust  to  publicans  in 
some  counties.  For  instance,  in  his  own  electoral 
district — which  was  only  part  of  a  county — the 
Licensing  Bench,  for  reasons  best  known  to  them- 
selves, fixed  the  whole  of  the  licenses  in  that  dis- 
trict at  £30,  while  a  man  could  get  a  license 
in  the  next  licensing  district,  only  divided  by  an 
imaginary  line,  for  naif  the  money.  That  was 
one  of  the  reasons  why  the  people  in  the  Nelson 
District  were  dissatisfied  with  the  licensing  laws 
as  they  at  present  existed.  If  the  licensing  dis- 
tricts were  conterminous  with  the  counties,  he  did 
not  know  that  the  people  of  Nelson  would  have 
any  great  objection  to  the  law  as  it  existed.  He 
was  not  clear  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to 
make  the  licensing  districts  muoli  larger,  so  that 
people  in  a  county  could  decide  whether  the  fees 
should  be  equal  throughout  the  county  or  the 
colony.  His  own  opinion  was  that  they  should 
be  equalized  throughout  the  colony.  There  were 
some  things  in  the  Bill  which  he  did  not  alto- 
gether approve  of,  but  they  could  be  discussed  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  TOLE  intended  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  His  honorable  friend  who 
introduced  it  did  him  the  honor  to  submit  the 
Bill  to  him  in  manuscript.  The  honorable 
gentleman  did  so,  he  presumed,  because  he  had 
intimated  to  the  honorable  member  that  he  had 
been  communicated  with  by  the  licensed  victual- 
lers in  Auckland,  who  felt  extreme  interest  in 
the  question,  as  they  had  suffered  more  than  the 
publicans  of  any  other  part  of  the  colony  from  the 
imposition  of  heavy  license  fees.    At  the  present 


Digitized  by 


Google 


488         Lkewnng  Bill  (No.  1).         [HOUSE.]    Licensing  Bill  (Jfo.  1).     [Oct.  23 


time  the  House  waa  called  upon  to  affirm  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  which  was  to  equalize  license 
fees  throughout  the  colony.  A  greater  number 
of  classes  of  licenses  were  enumerated  in  this  Bill 
than  thej  had  in  Auckland,  and  he  thought  some 
of  them  might  be  done  away  with,  as  there  was 
an  inordinate  encouragement  to  the  liquor  traffic. 
Section  6  of  this  Bill  permitted  the  sale  of  liquor 
on  Sundays.  He  was  not  altogether  clear  that 
that  was  a  judicious  provision.  They  could  not 
legally  sell  liquor  on  Sundays  in  Auckland,  ex- 
cept to  bond  fide  trayellers.  Still,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  right  to  have  this  unrestricted 
liberty  of  sale  imported.  Perhaps  the  clause  of 
the  honorable  member  for  GheTiot  might  be  in- 
corporated, and  the  sale  of  liquor,  unless  to  tra- 
vellers, prohibited  on  Sundays.  He  was  himself 
responsible  for  the  next  two  clauses,  which  he 
inserted  with  the  permission  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Nelson  City.  Those  were  with  regard 
to  lamps,  and  the  interpretation  of  the  expres- 
sion "  bond  fide  traveller."  The  publicans  of 
Auckland  considered  it  a  great  hardship  to  be  com- 
pelled to  burn  lamps  all  night.  In  some  parts 
of  the  colony,  he  understood,  the  law  was  that 
publicans  were  obliged  only  to  keep  their  lamps 
lighted  until  closing  hours ;  but  in  Auckland 
they  were  obliged  to  keep  them  Ughted  from  sun- 
set to  sunrise.  This  was  undoubtedly  a  great 
hardship,  which  entailed  expense  on  the  licensee 
which  was  not  necessary,  and  conferred  no  great 
benefit  on  the  public.  Therefore  he  proposed  to 
insert  that  clause,  which  would  meet  the  cose. 
With  respect  to  the  interpretation  of  the  words 
"  bond  fide  traveller,"  he  had  framed  the  clause 
almost  verbatim  from  a  judgment  by  Judge  Gil- 
lies, in  Auckland.  The  judgment  would  be  found 
in  the  New  Zealand  Uerald  of  the  27th  Janu- 
ary, 1877,  and  he  had  followed  closely  the  words 
used  there.  That  was  a  case  on  appeal,  where 
a  man  who  called  himself  a  bond  fide  traveller 
rowed  five  miles  in  a  boat  on  the  Xoipara  Biver, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  bottle  of  grog.  He 
pulled  back  immediately,  and  had  not  passed  the 
hotel ;  and  the  question  arose  whether  the  roan 
was  a  bond  fide  traveller.  There  was  a  conviction 
by  the  magistrate,  which  was  sustained  under  the 
circumstances.  He  was  held  to  be  a  bond  fide 
traveller.  The  words  used  were  precisely  the 
same  as  those  contained  in  the  judgment.  The 
Hon.  tlie  Premier  had  referred  to  the  difficulty 
of  proving  a  negative  which  he  said  was  involved 
in  the  proviso  to  clause  8 :  "  Provided  that  prima 
facie  proof  of  the  defendant  not  being  a  bond  fide 
traveller  shall  be  given  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
prosecution  in  all  proceedings."  But  it  would  bo 
seen  that  the  object  of  that  was  simply  to  secure 
that  there  should  bo  slight  proof  of  non- traveller- 
ship  before  the  defendant  was  put  to  the  neces- 
sity of  proving  that  the  purchaser  was  a  bond  fide 
traveller — proof  such  as,  if  uncontradicted,  would 
satisfy  magistrates  to  convict.  Mr.  Justice  Qillics 
thought  that  that  would  be  better,  under  the 
circumstances.  The  proviso  merely  required  that 
there  should  be  primd  facie  evidence  given  of 
the  non-travellership.  He  (Mr.  Tole)  thought  it 
was  a  proper  proceeduig  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  equalize  the  license  feesj  and  he  believed 
Mr.  Tole 


advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  present  occasioii 
to  affirm  the  principle  by  allowing  the  Bill  to  go 
to  its  second  reading.  He  felt  sure  the  honor- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  accept 
suggestions  in  Committee,  so  that  the  wishes  of 
the  House  in  other  respecta  might  be  exprested 
in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  altogether  objected  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  as  expressed  in  many  of  the 
clauses.  The  honorable  member  for  fklen  said 
there  was  a  general  agreement  that  there  ought 
to  be  an  equalization  of  the  license  fees ;  but, 
while  he  might  agree  with  that,  he  did  not  think 
the  general  feeling  was  in  favour  of  equalizing  the 
fees  by  reducing  them  all  to  a  minimum.  On  the 
contrary,  he  thought  there  was  a  strong  feeling 
that  the  fees  should  be  increased  to  a  maximum, 
and  in  that  respect  he  strongly  objected  to  the 
proposition  contained  in  the  BUI.  The  objection 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Stewart)  to  the  sweeping  character  of  the  3rd 
clause  was  a  very  fair  one.  That  clause  pro- 
vided that  "all  the  provisions  of  the  said  Acts 
and  of  all  Provincial  Acts  which  are  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, particularly  the  provisions  relating  to  the 
fees  payable  for  licenses."  Now,  former  Acts  pro- 
vided that  Ucense  fees  should  be  paid  annoallj, 
but  there  was  no  such  provision  in  this  Bill,  ai>d 
the  assumption  was  that,  if  a  man  once  got  a 
license,  ho  might  hold  it  in  perpetuity  without 
paying  any  further  fee.  The  main  principle  con- 
tained in  this  Bill  appeared  to  be  that  of  Sunday 
trading,  and  the  question  of  equalizing  the  fees  oc- 
cupied a  very  subordinate  position.  If  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  willing  to  allow  clause  6  to 
drop  out  of  the  Bill  altogether,  he  might  hare  no 
difficulty  in  passing  the  second  reading ;  but,  if 
he  still  held  to  that  clause,  it  was  not  probable 
that  the  Bill  would  get  through.  With  regard 
to  clause  7,  which  did  away  with  the  necessity  for 
publicans  lighting  lamps,  he  did  not  suppoae  it 
mattered  very  much  whether  the  lamps  were  lighted 
or  not.  The  lights  seemed  to  represent  different 
meanings  to  different  persons.  Some  thought  a 
light  was  needed  at  the  publichousea  to  shovr 
where  they  were  to  persons  who  wanted  to  get 
liquor  j  while  others  regarded  the  lights  as  beacons 
to  warn  persons  who  wished  to  avoid  the  public- 
houses.  It  was  a  plan  adopted  by  local  bodies, 
when  they  were  digging  up  roads,  to  put  lights 
up  to  warn  people  of  pitfalls ;  and  so  he  supposed 
one  of  the  objects  of  these  lights  was  to  point  out 
the  publichouses  as  places  to  be  avoided.  How- 
ever, he  did  not  think  it  mattered  much  whether 
the  lights  were  there  or  notj  but,  as  regarded 
clause  8,  of  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Eden  had  taken  charge,  he  (Mr.  Speight)  regarded 
it  as  a  most  pernicious  clause,  because,  if  it  meant 
anything,  it  meant  this:  that  any  person  could  be 
a  traveller.  "  Bond  fide  traveller  shall  mean  any 
person  tiavelling  for  business,  for  pleasure,  for 
healtli,  for  recreation,  or  for  any  other  purpose 
to  which  the  obtaining  of  liquor  is  merely  ancil- 
lary." An  honorable  member  had  just  shown 
him  a  definition  of  the  word  *'  ancillary  "  as  used 
here,  and  the  meaning  here  was  said  to  be  some- 
thing like  this-— getting  drink  when  going  to  seethe 
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serrant-maid.  That  was  a  definition  to  be  found 
in  the  dictionary  ;  but  he  took  it  for  granted  that 
the  word  as  used  in  the  Bill  meant  ''something 
subordinate."  This  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
clause,  though  :  that  any  person  could  get  liquor 
if,  on  the  plea  of  being  a  traTeller,  he  chose  to 
leave  the  precincts  of  his  house ;  and  that  was 
most  objectionable.  The  Premier  had  raised  a 
▼ery  important  point  as  to  the  Bill  throwing  upon 
the  wrong  person  the  onus  of  proof  as  to  tra* 
Tellership,  and  he  (Mr.  Speight)  hoped  sincerely 
that  the  clause  would  not  pass  in  its  present  shape. 
He  would  ask  if  the  honorable  member  meant 
to  go  through  with  the  6th  clause.  If  he  confined 
his  attention  to  the  question  of  fees,  he  (Mr. 
Speight)  would  not  ofier  any  particular  opposi- 
tion ;  but  be  should  certainly  oppose  the  Bill  Tery 
strongly,  if  the  6th  clause  were  persisted  in. 

Mr.  PITT  should  support  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  because  he  was  in  favour  of  the 
important  principle  it  contained.  He  thought 
it  was  a  great  pity  that  after  the  abolition  of 
the  provinces  the  Government  of  the  day  did  not 
think  it  their  duty  to  take  up  this  question  of 
the  generalization  of  the  licensing  laws.  At  pre- 
sent he  supposed  that,  with  the  Provincial  Acts, 
which  were  in  force  in  the  colony,  and  the  Acts 
of  the  Qeneral  Assembly,  relating  to  licensing, 
there  must  be  at  least  fifteen  or  sixteen  licensing 
laws  in  force  in  various  parts  of  the  colony.  He 
did  not  think  that  should  be.  It  appeared,  from 
a  question  that  had  been  put  by  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Acton  Adams)  to  the  late  Government,  that  the 
reason  why  the  late  Government  objected  to  take 
up  this  matter  was  tliat  it  would  interfere  with 
the  revenue  of  the  counties  and  municipalities ; 
but  he  thought  the  mover  of  the  Bill  had  shown 
that  one  municipality,  at  all  events,  which  would 
be  a  loser  by  this  measure  becoming  law,  was  in 
favour  of  the  principle  which'  the  Bill  sought 
to  establish.  He  thought  the  Bill  would  require 
amendment  in  Committee,  for,  although  the  £th 
section  dealt  with  the  fee  to  be  payable  for  a  bottle 
license,  yet  he  thought  it  would  be  an  impor- 
tant matter  to  define  what  a  bottle  license  was. 
.  What  was  called  a  bottle  license  only  existed  in 
particular  provincial  districts,  and  it  would  be 
necessary  to  make  provision  so  that  the  Act 
should  be  made  general  in  that  respect.  As  to 
the  6th  clause,  providing  for  the  hours  during 
which  publichouses  should  be  allowed  to  be  kept 
open  on  Sundays,  he  could  not  pledge  himself  at 
present  t-o  vote  for  that.  He  was  inclined  to 
vote  for  the  clause  in  the  Bill  introduced  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot,  dealing  with  the 
point,  and  he  had  reason  to  think  that  the  licensed 
vicluallere  themselves  would  not  be  averse  to 
Sunday  traffic  being  done  away  with.  They  and 
their  employes  looked  forward  to  the  holiday  as 
well  as  anybody  else,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  keeping  open 
publichouses  on  Sundays  was  for  the  benefit  of 
the  publican,  though  no  doubt  provision  must  be 
made  for  bond  fide  travellers.  As  regards  the 
question  of  lights,  dealt  with  in  the  7th  section, 
to  which  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East  had  taken  some  exception,  he  might 
point  out  that  under  the  general  Iaw  lights  were 


required  to  be  burned  for  the  purpose  chiefly 
of  directing  travellers  who  were  benighted — that 
was,  in  the  country  districts.  So  far  as  the  cities 
and  towns  were  concerned  there  was  no  necessity 
for  lights ;  because  there  was  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  any  person  could  easily  find  an  hotel  if 
he  were  so  inclined,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to 
put  hotelkeepers  to  the  great  expense  of  burning 
lights  where  lights  were  already  provided  at  the 
expense  of  the  ratepayers.  He  trusted  that, 
before  the  House  met  again  next  session,  the 
Government  of  the  day  would  take  the  whole 
subject  of  the  licensing  laws  of  the  colony  into 
their  serious  consideration.  He  thought  there 
were  many  amendments  required  which  were  not 
provided  for  either  in  the  Bill  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot,  or  in  that  now  under 
discussion.  There  was  one  matter  on  which  he 
felt  somewhat  strongly.  He  thought  that  the 
constitution  of  the  Licensing  Benches  required 
amendment,  and  that  provision  should  be  mnde 
for  changing  the  Licensing  Commissioners  from 
time  to  time.  He  thought,  also,  that  some  pro- 
vision  should  be  made  for  the  extension  of  dis- 
tricts, but  that  might  be  done  by  the  provision  in 
the  Bill  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot. 
Provision  was  also  required  so  as  to  give  a  right 
of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  Licensing  Bench. 
Their  decision  might  have  the  efiect  possibly  of 
ruining  a  roan,  yet  he  hod  no  appeal ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  licenses  might  be  very  indiscreetly 
granted  by  a  Bench.  There  ought  to  be  a  right 
of  appeal  on  either  side,  and  it  would  cut  both 
ways.  The  matter  was  worth  consideration,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  receive  attention  at  the  hands 
of  the  Government  if  they  intended  to  consider 
the  question.  Certainly  he  did  not  think  it  was 
a  task  which  could  fairly  be  expected  of  a  private 
member  to  take  up  such  a  large  question  of  social 
reform  as  the  licensing  laws,  and  he  hoped  that, 
in  the  calm  after  the  political  storm  which  might 
be  expected  to  come,  the  Government  of  the  day, 
whoever  they  might  be,  would  take  up  this  and 
other  matters  of  social  reform  urgently  needed, 
and  put  them  upon  a  basis  satisfectory  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  SAUNDEES  entirely  agreed  with  the  last 
speaker.  He  had  never  thought  this  Bill  or  the 
Bill  he  had  introduced  was  comprehensive,  or  at 
all  exhaustive,  in  dealing  with  the  licensing  sys- 
tem, and  he  only  hoped  tbat  the  principle  of 
local  option  viould  be  recognized  this  session,  and 
that  whatever  Government  was  in  office  would  feel 
it  their  duty  to  deal  fully  with  the  whole  subject 
next  session.  He  hardly  knew  how  to  speak  upon 
this  Bill,  because  it  seemed  to  be  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain what  its  principle  was.  If  he  were  called 
upon  to  say  what  the  main  principle  was,  he 
should  say  it  was  a  Bill  to  promote  intoxication 
on  Sundays.  There  was  one  thing  in  the  Bill 
that  he  liked,  and  that  was,  the  classification  of 
licenses  and  the  difierential  charges  made  for 
those  licenses.  That,  he  thought,  was  an  amend- 
ment upon  the  measure  he  hod  brought  in.  But 
with  regard  to  the  other  provisions  of  this  Bill, 
he  objected  to  them  entirely.  He  might  say, 
with  regard  to  the  proposal  that  the  public- 
houses  should  be  kept  open  for  two  hours  on 
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Sundays,  and  be  practically  continued  open  all 
day  on  Sundays  for  the  purpose  of  suiting  the 
conTenience  of  all  persons  who  chose  to  call 
themselTes  traTcUers — and  there  was  nothing  in 
the  Bill  to  prevent  any  one  calling  himself  a 
trareller — it  was,  in  fact,  opening  publichouses 
for  Sunday  trading,  and  would  throw  serious 
temptation  in  the  way  of  many  honest,  hard- 
working men  from  which  they  were  now  exempt ; 
and  the  consequence  would  be  to  deprive  them  of 
many  advantages  which  they  now  possessed.  He 
was  sure  that  nothing  would  practically  destroy 
the  enjoyment  of  the  Sunday  to  both  the  husband 
and  the  wife  so  much  as  to  know  that  these 
houses  were  all  accessible,  and  that  the  husband 
might  go  and  get  drunk  in  any  of  them  at  any 
hour  on  Sunday.  He  thought  it  would  be  most 
objectionable  to  open  publichouses  for  two  hours 
on  Sundays ;  but  under  this  Bill  tliey  would  be 
practically  open  the  whole  day.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  sanction  anything  of  that  kind. 
It  would  be  absolutely  impossible  for  the  police 
to  prosecute  at  all  under  the  provisions  of  this 
measure.  It  would  be  impossible  to  prove  that 
any  person  was  not  a  traveller.  Then,  with  re- 
gard to  the  amount  to  be  charged  for  licenses,  he 
did  not  see  that  it  would  beneficially  affect  any 
one  to  reduce  the  license  fees.  So  far  as  the  pub- 
licans themselves  were  concerned,  they  would  not 
be  benefited  in  the  slightest  degree  by  that.  He 
questioned  if  they  would  not  be  more  benefited 
by  increasing  the  license  fees.  In  the  former 
case  there  would  be  a  wider  field  for  competition, 
and  the  effect  woidd  rather  be  to  increase  the 
number  of  publichouses.  Their  legislation  should 
tend,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  direction  of  lessen- 
ing the  number  of  these  houses,  and  improving 
their  character  as  much  as  possible.  For  the 
same  reason,  there  would  be  no  advantage  in 
lessening  the  cost  of  lighting,  and,  with  regard 
to  the  lights,  ho  thought  it  desirable  that  these 
houses  should  be  lighted  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  night.  He  thought  it  would  be  an  im- 
provement if  the  hght  were  of  a  distinctive  colour, 
so  as  to  distinguish  it  from  other  lights  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  town,  so  that  publichouses 
might  be  easily  recognized.  They  always  heard 
that  these  houses  were  open  at  all  hours  of  the 
night  for  travellers.  At  no  time  of  the  night 
was  a  light  so  desirable  as  when  the  house  was 
closed,  80  that  travellers  might  find  from  the  light 
where  to  knock  persons  up  and  to  obtain  the 
accommodation  they  required.  As  some  public- 
houses  would  be  resorts  for  deeds  of  darkness  to 
a  very  great  exlent,  it  was  very  desirable  that 
those  publichouses  should  be  kept  in  the  full 
blaze  of  light  during  the  whole  night,  as  dark- 
ness was  everywhere  found  to  fttcilitate  crime. 
With  the  single  exception  of  the  classification  of 
license  fees,  there  was  nothing  in  this  Bill  of 
which  he  approved,  and  therefore  he  should  vote 
against  the  cocond  reading. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  if  this  BUI  went  into 
Committee  he  had  so  many  objections  to  make 
against  it  that,  if  they  were  allowed,  but  a  small 
portion  of  the  Bill  would  be  left.  With  regard 
to  the  classification  of  the  license  fees,  he  thought 
it  would  be  desirable  to  simplify  them  and  have 
Mr,  Saunders 


but  two  dasses  of  fees  throughout  the  coIobj. 
In  Taranaki  the  town  license  was  £30,  and  the 
country  license  £15.  In  this  Bill  he  found  there 
were  so  many  different  fees  that  ho  really  quite 
agreed  with  those  gentlemen  who  said  that  whea 
a  publican  came  to  take  out  a  license  it  was 
very  difficult  indeed  to  know  which  fee  should  be 
paid.  If  the  Bill  got  into  Committee,  he  would 
ask  for  an  amendment  with  regard  to  the  fees. 
Then,  with  regard  to  Sunday  trade,  he  did  not 
look  upon  it  with  the  dislike  some  gentlemen  bftd 
expressed  themselves  as  feeling.  He  thought 
the  privilege  of  being  able  to  get  a  glass  of  beer  or 
a  glass  of  any  other  liquor  on  a  Sunday  was  as 
advantage.  He  had  himself,  in  Scotland,  suf- 
fered from  the  inconvenience  of  being  depriTed 
of  the  opportunity  of  getting  a  glass  of  beer  on 
Sunday.  He  now  came  to  the  question  of  bond 
fide  travellers ;  and  here  they  entered  upon  a 
path  which  would  only  end  in  confusion.  That 
provision  was  absurd,  and  could  not  possibly  be 
carried  out  satisfactorily.  The  last  clause  of  the 
Bill  said  that  **  the  expression  '  bond  fide  tn,Te\\ej^ 
shall  mean  any  person  travelling  for  business,  for 
pleasure,  for  health,  for  recreation,  or  for  any  other 
lawful  purpose  to  which  the  obtaining  of  liquor  is 
merely  ancillary."  He  entirely  agreed  with  those 
gentlemen  who  said  that  that  would  lead  to  endless 
confusion.  The  question  would  be  settled,  not  by 
a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  a  rule,  but  by 
an  ordinary  magistrate,  and  he  ventiu^d  to  say 
that  most  of  the  cases  would  end  in  dismissal.  As 
a  rule,  that  would  be  the  case.  In  the  Bill  con- 
sidered last  night  he  thought  there  was  a  clause 
which  defined  in  much  better  and  simpler  terms 
what  a  bond  fide  traveller  was.  It  was  there 
stated  that  a  man  travelling  five  miles  was  con- 
sidered a  bond  fide  traveller.  With  regard  to 
the  Aona^/We-traveller  definition,  perhaps  they 
would  nllow  him  to  give  the  result  of  his  ex- 
pericuc.'  in  trying  to  arrive  at  what  a  bond  fide 
traveller  was.  Until  Mr.  Cross's  Act  was  passed 
in  1874,  there  was  no  definition  of  what  a  bond 
fi>de  traveller  was.    It  was  then  defined  that  a 

Serson  travelling  three  miles  from  home,  or  trarel- 
ng  from  station  to  station  by  railway,  was  a. 
bond  fide  traveller.  Now,  many  persons  travel- 
ling one  single  mile  by  rail  were  considered  bond 
fide  travellers  for  the  day.  Travelling  for  three 
miles  was  no  hardship,  because  tliey  could  hardly 
take  a  walk  into  the  country  without  travelling 
three  miles,  so  that  there  they  had  at  once  a  bowbd 
fide  traveller.  They  should  either  render  the  law 
prohibitory  within  certain  hours  for  all  classes  of 
persons  except  those  who  were  actually  Uving  in 
the  place  and  so  served  with  drink,  or  else  let  the 
houses  be  open  altogether  on  Sunday.  At  the 
time  Mr.  Cross's  BUI  was  being  discussed,  he 
(Colonel  Trimble)  was  asked  for  an  opinion  upon 
the  bondfide-ivVkMiYLcY  clause.  He  had  obtained 
some  statistics  as  to  publichouses  in  a  country 
district.  He  would  give  the  House  the  substantial 
result.  The  police  counted  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  went  into  the  publichouses  during  pro- 
hibited hours  on  a  certain  Sunday  in  the  month 
of  March,  1874.  Those  persons  wore  all  repre- 
sented to  be  bond  fide  travellers.  As  many  as 
498  persons  went  into  one  publiohousc  on  the 
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pretence  of  being  bond  fide  travellers,  and  in  not 
one  of  these  cases  were  the  police  able  to  interfere. 
Two  other  publichouses  in  the  same  district  were 
watched  on  the  same  day.  The  result  was,  that 
within  four  of  one  thousand  persous  went  into  the 
three  publichouses  as  bond  fide  travellers — one 
thousand  hypocrites  had  gone  into  those  houses 
on  that  day.  He  thought,  in  order  to  work  the 
law  properly,  the  bond-fide-iT^YQWer  clause  should 
be  abolished  altogether.  As  he  said  before,  there 
would  be  very  little  left  in  the  Bill  if  all  his 
objections  were  given  e£fect  to.  Anything  in  it 
of  which  he  approved  might  be  embodied  in  the 
Bill  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot.  This 
Bill  might  be  sent  to  the  same  Committee  as  the 
Bill  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot  would 
be  sent  to,  so  that  there  might  be  but  one  mea- 
sure.  The  fewer  Acts  there  were  on  this  subject 
the  better. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  great  objection  he 
had  to  this  Bill  mainly  consisted  in  this  :  that  in 
the  preamble  it  stated  that  it  was  a  Bill  to  amend 
four  separate  licensing  Acts;  and  if  it  became  law 
they  would  next  session  have  a  Bill  introduced 
to  amend  five  licensing  Acts.  Asa  matter  of  fact, 
this  Bill  was  simply  to  stave  off  the  real  question 
of  licensing  until  the  following  year.  Admitting, 
as  he  did  frankly,  that  the  evils  of  the  present 
licensing  system  were  very  considerable,  he  did 
not  think  them  very  materially  provided  against 
in  this  measure.  The  great  misfortune  was  the 
innumerable  Statutes  in  the  Statute  Books,  all 
bearing  upon  the  one  subject.  For  that  reason — 
if  it  were  the  only  reason — he  would  object  to 
the  passing  of  this  Bill.  He  did  not  at  all  agree 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell, 
that  it  jvould  bo  advisable  to  let  this  Bill  go  to  a 
second  reading.  The  provision  relating  to  bond 
fide  travellers  was  quite  absurd.  Were  they  to 
suppose  that  the  publicans  in  the  largo  towns 
should  have  the  right  of  deciding  whether  a  man 
was  a  bond  fide  traveller  or  not  ?  The  fact  of 
whether  a  man  was  a  bond  fide  traveller  or  not 
was  absolutely  ignored  by  every  person  who  kept 
a  publichouse.  It  was  not  often  his  fate  to 
have  to  go  to  a  publichouse  on  a  Sunday,  but 
if  he  did  so  he  usually  found  the  place  crowded 
with  persons  who  lived  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood. Of  course  he  did  not  mean  to  say 
there  was  any  more  harm  in  going  into  a  public- 
house  on  Sunday  than  on  any  other  day  ;  it 
would  be  simply  preposterous  to  pretend  that  it 
was  so.  He  should  like  to  see  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  so  stringent  that  the  houses  should  be  kept 
decent  at  all  times,  and,  if  that  were  so,  he  did 
not  see  why  they  should  not  be  open  at  any  time 
on  Sunday.  When  the  general  Licensing  Bill 
came  up  for  consideration  lie  should  endeavour  to 
have  a  clause  inserted  providing  that  a  publican 
charged  and  convicted  of  having  a  certain  number 
of  cases  of  drunkenness  in  his  house  within  a  cer- 
tain period,  should  be  deprived  of  hit  license.  It 
should  not  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Licensing 
Bench  or  the  Inspector  of  Police.  If  a  certain 
number  of  cases  were  proved  against  a  publican 
during  a  certain  time,  the  license  should  ipso 
facto  lapse,  and  be  should  not  have  the  power  of 
obtaining  a  license  again  during  a  definite  time. 


He  believed  in  the  principle  of  local  option,  and 
would  do  his  best  to  support  a  workable  Local 
Option  Bill.  There  was  no  use  in  tinkering  with 
this  matter.  Until  a  thorough  and  comprehensive 
measure  came  before  them  on  this  subject  they 
should  merely  add  a  clause  to  the  Bill  which 
would  effectually  prevent  drunkenness  in  public- 
houses.  When  the  time  came  he  should  support 
a  Bill  to  regulate  that ;  but  this  Bill  could  not' 
do  any  possible  good,  and  therefore  he  deemed 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  it  seemed  unfair  that 
in  some  portions  of  the  colony  people  should  be 
called  upon  to  pay  more  for  licenses  than  in 
others ;  but  this  did  not  involve  a  principle  of  so 
much  importance  as  to  induce  him  to  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  —  at  all  events 
until  he  knew  whether  it  was  a  levelling-up  or  a 
levelling-down  in  the  licensing  fees  that  was  con- 
templated. This  was  a  question  of  very  great 
importance  to  local  bodies.  To  the  local  body 
in  the  city  of  which  he  had  the  honor  to  be 
one  of  the  representatives,  if  the  license  fees 
were  fixed  at  £25,  as  mentioned  in  the  Bill,  it 
would  be  a  loss  of  something  like  £1,000,  and 
unless  the  Treasurer  Avas  prepared  to  say  that 
he  would  recoup  the  city  to  that  amount  he 
did  not  see  that  they  should  be  called  upon  to 
reduce  the  fees.  There  had  never  been,  so  far 
as  he  was  aware,  a  single  complaint  regarding 
the  fee  paid  for  a  license  in  WeUington,  wnatever 
might  have  been  the  case  elsewhere.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
that  it  was  not  desirable,  in  the  interests  either  of 
respectable  licensees  or  of  the  public  at  large, 
that  the  fee  should  be  reduced.  Those  publicans 
who  were  doing  a  respectable  trade  were  not 
anxious  that  the  license  fee  should  be  reduced  to 
any  small  sum.  In  dealing  with  this  question  at 
large,  as  he  hoped  they  would  soon  do,  it  was  a 
matter  of  very  great  importance  that  they  should 
recognize  the  desirableness  of  lifting  this  traffic 
out  of  the  mud  and  mire  into  which  it  had  fallen 
so  much,  and  of  making  the  trade  a  more  respect- 
able one  than  it  was  now.  Therefore,  until  he 
had  some  assurance  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  proposed  this  measure  was  prepared  to 
equalize  the  licenses  by  making  them  such  a  sum 
as  he  had  indicated— say,  £40  for  boroughs  and 
cities — he  could  not  vote"  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  He  quite  agreed  that  licenses  other 
than  city  or  borough  licenses  should  be  reduced, 
but  until  he  had  some  such  assurance  as  he  had 
indicated  he  should  object  to  the  second  reading, 
more  especially  as  the  Bill  proposed  not  to  compel 
the  publicans  any  longer  to  keep  a  gas-lamp  over 
their  doors.  He  could  not  see  that  there  was 
any  great  necessity  to  ask  them  to  do  this  in  the 
larger  cities  of  the  colony ;  but,  if  they  had  not 
to  incur  this  expense,  it  would  be  a  still  further 
reduction  in  favour  of  the  publicans  of  £10  a 
year,  or  something  like  that.  This  ought  to  be 
taken  into  account  when  they  were  talking  about 
equalizing  the  licensing  fees.  The  question  of 
bottle  licenses  was  one  which  affected,  or  vras 
supposed  to  affect,  to  a  large  extent  the  morals  of 
the  people,  and  tiierefore  it  was  a  thing  which 
was  not  to  be  entertained  until  after  very  con- 
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Biderable  deliberation.  In  his  particular  locality 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  bottle  licenses.  It 
was  tried  in  the  locality  for  twelye  months  when 
it  was  a  province,  and  its  operation  was  found  to 
be  rather  injurious;  the  Act  sanctioning  it  was 
therefore  repealed.  He  did  not  know  whether 
they  were  to  understand  from  the  fact  of  this 

Srorision  being  inserted  in  the  Bill  that  bottle 
censes  were  to  be  granted  all  over  the  colony,  or 
whether  the  provision  was  onlj  to  apply  to  those 
districts  where  the  system  already  existed.  He 
did  not  think  that  in  the  Wellington  District 
they  would  care  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
these  bottle  licenses.  There  was  some  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  it  required  a  great 
deal  of  consideration.  Then,  with  regard  to 
packet  licenses — the  licenses  given  to  steamers 
trading  along  the  coast.  They  talked  about 
shutting  the  publichouses  on  Sundays,  and  he 
held  that  that  was  a  very  proper  thing  to  do. 
He  was  not  then  speaking  on  religious  grounds 
in  saying  this.  But,  when  they  did  shut  up  the 
publichouses  on  Sundays,  three  or  four,  or,  per- 
haps, half  a  dozen  steamers  Ijing  at  the  wharf 
were  doing  a  roaring  trade,  and  that,  too,  without 
any  restrictions.  People  went  down  the  wharf, 
walked  on  board  the  steamers,  and  had  drink 
there.  Ho  knew  this  was  done  every  Sunday  in 
the  year.  Before  these  licenses  were  granted  there 
should  be  some  inquiry,  he  thought,  on  this  par- 
ticular point.  The  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
agreed  with  the  opening  of  publichouses  at  six 
in  the  morning.  He  thought  it  was  a  pity  to 
make  the  publican,  who  did  not  get  to  bed  until 
late  at  night,  get  up  so  early  in  (he  morning.  A 
publichouse  was  not  a  very  inviting  place  at  so 
early  an  hour,  and  washing  and  scrubbing  was 
generally  going  on  until  eight  o'clock.  It  would 
be  quite  early  enough  if  the  publican  began  busi- 
ness at  nine  o'clock.  When  the  Bill  came  to  be 
discussed  in  Committee  he  should  take  that  view. 
As  to  the  bond  fide  traveller,  like  the  honorable 
member  for  Grey  and  Bell,  he  gave  him  up 
altogether.  He  did  not  care  what  definition  they 
gave  to  the  bond  fide  traveller,  he  would  drive  any 
number  of  coaches  through  whatever  they  did  to 
define  liim.  There  was  no  use  trying  to  describe 
him  in  any  terms — ^he  was  certain  to  escape.  The 
only  way  of  dealing  effectually  with  this  part  of 
the  question  was  by  having  their  social  feelings  so 
elevated  that  they  would  get  above  such  a  state 
of  things  as  a  man  going  into  a  publichouse  and 
pretending  to  be  what  he  was  not.  There  was 
one  thing  mentioned  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Q-rey  and  Bell  which  he  was  glad  to  hear. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  the  honorable  member  speak 
as  he  did  with  regard  to  publichouses  being  closed 
on  Sundays  in  Scotland.  The  charge  generally 
made  against  his  countrymen  was  that,  whilst 
they  pretended  to  shut  up  the  publichouses  on 
Sundays,  they  were  practically  open,  and  people 
got  drunk — more  drunk  than  on  any  other  day 
in  the  week.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  such  was 
not  the  case,  and  that  drink  could  not  be  had  on 
Sundays.  Keeping  publichouses  shut  here  on 
Sundays  would  have  the  same  effect,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  keep  them  shut. 
Colonel  TBIMBLB  said  that  perhaps  the 
Mr,  Hutchison 


honorable  member  would  allow  him  to  explain. 
He  did  not  say  that  drink  could  not  be  obtained 
in  Scotland  on  Sundays,  for  he  never  in  his  life 
saw  so  many  drunken  people  a^  he  did  in  Glasgow 
on  the  Sunday  referred  to. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  his  witness  had  broken 
down,  and  as  he  had  broken  down  he  was  afraid 
to  say  much  more.  He  was  going  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  on  account  of  this  very 
doubtful  principle  of  reducing  the  license  fee  to 
£25.  He  wanted  to  see  the  fee  £40,  which,  be 
insisted,  was  a  very  proper  amount.  There  was 
no  objection  to  it,  so  far  as  hd  was  aware ;  and 
he  did  not  think  the  Gt)vemment  could  possibly 
agree  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  boroughs — say 
that  of  Wellington  by  £1,000  — "at  one  fell 
swoop,"  without  making  some  provision  for  their 
being  recouped  to  that  amount.  There  was  do 
demand  for  such  a  reduction — he  believed  that 
not  a  single  licensed  victualler  cared  for  it — and 
be  submitted  that  such  a  piece  of  legislation  as 
was  now  proposed  could  not  be  afforded. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  said  he  was  not  going 
to  speak  upon  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  as  Mr. 
Speaker  had  indicated  that  perhaps  it  was  not  in 
order,  as  it  proposed  to  levy  taxation.  In  Otago 
holders  of  bush  licen^s  paid  £10  at  present, 
and,  coming  under  the  denomination  of  country 
licenses,  they  would  be  raised  to  a  possible  £20. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS.— They  would  come  in 
as  accommodation  licenses. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  said  they  might  cither 
come  in  as  accommodation  licenses  or  as  oountiy 
licenses.  He  had  always  understood  that  any 
Bill  increasing  taxation  could  not  be  broogfat  in 
by  a  private  member  of  the  House,  and,  although 
this  taxation  was  localized,  still  it  would  be  levied 
under  the  Act,  and  must  be  regarded  in  the 
same  light  as  revenue  raised  through  the  Custom 
House.  He  thought,  under  these  circumstances, 
it  did  not  much  matter  whether  the  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time  or  not.  The  discussion  had 
been  a  very  valuable  one.  For  his  own  part,  if  a 
division  were  called  for,  he  should  vote  against 
the  principle  contained  in  the  6th  clause.  He 
was  informed  by  the  late  Superintendent  of 
Otago  that  bush  licenses  there  were  £5,  so  that 
the  increase  of  taxation  in  that  respect  was  still 
heavier. 

Mr.  FULTON  wished  to  say  a  word  on  this 
subject,  being  the  representative  of  a  district  in 
which  a  large  number  of  licenses  were  issued,  and 
having  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  issuing 
of  those  licenses.  This  matter  with  regard  to 
licensing  seemed  to  be  taken  up  by  gentlemen 
mostly  representing  the  Nelson  Provincial  Pis* 
trict.  The  present  Acts  established  the  permis- 
sive principle,  and,  in  view  of  the  general  measure 
which  it  was  said  the  Gbvernment  was  going  to 
bring  down,  he  would  suggest  to  the  mover  of 
the  second  reading  whether  it  would  not  be  as 
well  to  make  this  measure  a  permissive  one,  ap- 
plicable to  Nelson,  or  any  other  districts  that 
might  wish  to  have  it  in  operation.  The  BiQ 
was  one  which  very  seriously  affected  the  distriot 
in  which  he  was  a  Licensing  Commissioner.  As 
had  been  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  the  bush  license  whidi  th^ 
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had  in  Otago,  and  which  was  represented  by 
the  accommodation  license  in  the  Bill,  was  only 
£5.  The  bottle  license,  which  was  put  down  in 
this  Bill  at  £25,  was  there  only  £10.  While 
•peaking  about  the  bottle  license,  he  might  say 
that  there  had  been  frequent  expressions  of 
opinion,  not  only  by  the  Licensing  Bench  in 
Dunedin,  but  by  many  of  the  magistrates  who 
had  sat  there  during  the  last  twenty-fiye  years, 
to  the  effect  that  that  license  had  been  most  per- 
nicious in  its  operation.  For  himself,  he  would 
gladly  see  it  abolished  altogether.  There  were 
many  other  matters  which  required  attention, 
but  ue  was  not  aware  that  the  Dunedin  District, 
of  which  he  was  a  Licensing  Commissioner,  or, 
indeed,  any  portion  of  the  Profincial  District 
of  Otago,  desired  any  amendment  of  the  law  in 
this  direction  ;  nor  had  the  matter  been  brought 
before  them  in  order  that  they  might  express 
an  opinion.  In  view  of  these  and  other  matters 
which  required  amendment,  and  which  he  would 
be  prepared  to  go  into  if  the  Bill  went  into 
Committee,  he  would  throw  out  the  suggestion 
that  the  measure  should  be  made  permissive  in 
its  character,  so  that  it  could  be  taken  advantage 
of  by  those  districts  which  desired  it,  and  not  be 
forced  on  every  part  of  the  country  as  was  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  TAINUI  wished  to  say  a  few  words  about 
the  Bill  before  the  House.  When  it  was  in  Com- 
mittee he  would  vote  that  the  licenses  should 
be  equalized  in  both  Islands.  The  Maoris  saw 
the  evil  that  resulted  from  the  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors.  They  saw  that  both  the  white  people 
and  the  Maoris  were  injured.  The  Natives  of 
the  Middle  Island  wished  to  exclude  liquor  from 
their  districts,  and  he  had  a  petition  from  them 
requesting  that  it  should  be  prohibited.  They 
saw  that  there  were  great  evils  in  it,  for  it  not 
only  inflicted  injury  on  tlje  individual,  but  also 
on  the  race.  Therefore  the  Natives  of  the  other 
Island  were  very  determined  in  their  attempts  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  liquor  in  their  districts. 
He  could  not  ask  that  it  should  be  prohibited 
altogether,  but  he  would  like  it  stopped  as  much 
as  possible.  If  the  House  should  prohibit  the 
sale  of  liquors  in  their  districts  the  Natives  of 
the  other  Island,  at  any  rate,  would  be  very  glad 
to  hear  of  it.  He  would  certainly  vote  that  the 
amount  paid  for  licenses  should  be  equalized  in 
the  different  districts,  for  he  could  see  that  this 
was  a  good  Bill,  and  would  bring  good  both  to 
the  Natives  and  to  the  white  people. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  it  was  his  intention  to 
move  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  months.  It  was  likely,  if  passed,  to 
create  more  confusion  in  the  licensing  laws  than 
at  present  prevailed.  The  licensing  laws  through- 
out the  colony  were  iu  a  state  of  chaos,  and  as  far 
as  Otago  was  concerned  it  was  a  most  difficult 
thing  to  get  anything  like  a  knowledge  of  the 
licensing  laws  in  force  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
This  Bm  seemed  to  have  been  the  joint  work  of 
two  lawyers,  and  he  confessed  that  its  provisions 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  drawn  with  very  great 
care.  Whatever  its  intention  might  be,  the 
efl^t  would  be,  in  the  first  place,  to  repeal  all 
proTlsions  as  to  fees  in  the  former  Acts,  and  to 
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make  a  license  perpetual,  for  there  were  no  quali- 
fying words  to  show  that  the  fees  were  to  be  paid 
periodically.  He  also  thought  that  the  classifi- 
cation of  the  licenses  was  unnecessarily  cumbrous, 
and  that  more  simple  definitions  might  be  given 
to  the  different  kinds  of  licenses  which  it  was 
intended  to  issue.  He  would  submit,  also,  that 
it  was  very  unwise  to  interfere  with  local  revenue. 
A  license  in  Dunedin  was  worth  more  to  an  hotel- 
keeper  than  one  in  a  small  town.  A  publican 
might  be  prepared  to  pay  £100  for  a  license  in 
one  of  the  large  cities,  while  he  could  not  afford 
to  pay  anything  like  that  sum  in  a  sparsely-popu- 
lated place.  Therefore  he  thought  there  had  not 
been  much  wisdom  displayed  in  adjusting  the 
fees  for  licenses.  He  could  not  make  anything 
out  of  the  definition  of  a  **  ferry  Ucense,"  which 
was  described  as  "a  license  applied  for  on  the 
terms  of  keeping  a  ferry,  or  keeping  in  repair  any 
roads  or  bridges  adjacent  to  such  house."  Was 
it  intended  that  it  should  be  a  condition  to  a 
man's  obtaining  a  license  that  he  should  keep  a 
ferry  or  keep  in  repair  any  road  or  bridge  adja- 
cent to  his  house  ?  The  subsection  was  certainly 
ambiguous.     Clause  7  stated, — 

"  In  cities  and  towns  lighted  at  the  expense  of 
the  ratepayers,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  hence- 
forth for  a  Ucensed  person  to  keep  a  light  burn- 
ing at  night  in  front  of  his  premises,  except  in 
cases  where  there  is  no  public  lamp  kept  burning 
iu  the  street  or  place  where  such  premises  are 
situate." 

Now,  that  would  practically  mean  that  there 
would  be  no  lights  at  all  over  hotels,  because,  as 
long  as  there  was  a  light  in  the  same  street,  even 
a  mile  distant,  the  hotelkeeper,  under  this  clause, 
would  not  be  required  to  burn  a  light.  With 
regard  to  the  bond-ftde-trayeWer  question,  he 
agreed  with  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  and  Bell  and  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutchison).  In 
some  places  the  plan  was  adopted  of  providing 
that  a  person  who  had  travelled  a  certain  distance 
should  be  held  to  be  a  bond  fide  traveller :  in  some 
Statutes  the  distance  was  five  miles.  But  it  would 
be  necessary  to  have  something  more  definite 
than  the  description  of  a  "bond fide  traveller" 
given  in  clause  8  of  this  Bill.  He  submitted 
that  the  Bill  was  not  calculated  to  do  very  much 
good,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  likely,  if  passed, 
to  create  a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  bemg,  as 
he  had  pointed  out,  in  a  very  imperfect  state. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  would  move.  That 
this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  TAWHAI  said  that,  after  the  Bill  had 
passed  the  second  reading,  he  would  give  his  vote 
in  the  direction  he  thought  proper.  What  he 
wished  was  that  all  the  licenses  throughout  New 
Zealand  should  be  fixed  at  £25.  He  also  thought 
that  the  wholesale  licenses  should  be  put  a  stop 
to,  because  he  knew  that  some  of  those  who  held 
wholesale  licenses  sold  to  the  Natives,  and  he 
should  therefore  like  to  see  the  wholesale  licenses 
aboUshed  in  Native  districts.  He  should  like  to 
see  licenses  grants  which  would  compel  the 
holders  to  provide  accommodation.  The  teetotal- 
lers and  others  who  did  not  drink  should  pay  a 
license  fee. 
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Mr.  ANDREWS  believed  he  expressed  the 
Mientl  feeling  of  the  House  when  he  said  that 
he  hoped  the  debate  woold  be  adjoamed.  He 
objected  to  questions  of  this  character  being 
dealt  with  in  this  awkward,  npside-down  sort  of 
waj.  They  should  be  dealt  with  bj  the  GoTem- 
ment.  The  House  should  affirm  certain  principles 
and  leare  it  to  the  Government  to  bring  down  a 
good,  sound,  workable  BilL  He  should  like  to 
see  the  question  dealt  with  in  this  waj :  The 
House  should  eay,  "  It  is  desirable  that  the  Go- 
Temment  should,  during  the  recess,  take  steps  to 
equalize  the  license  fees;"  it  should  then  affirm 
the  principle  of  local  option,  decide  the  question 
of  Sunday  trading,  and  define  the  meaning  of 
the  word  "  traTcller."  In  that  way  they  would 
arrive  at  something  in  the  nature  of  practical 
legislation.  He  would  not  waste  the,  time  of  the 
House  in  discussing  this  Bill,  because  if  they 
were  to  waste  their  time  in  discussing  questions 
brought  up  in  this  awkward  way  they  would  never 
get  through  the  business  of  the  session. 

Mr.  LUND  ON  agreed  with  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District  that  the 
wholesale  licenses  were  very  objectionable.  Men 
came  down  from  the  bush,  and,  being  unable  to 
get  a  single  bottle  at  these  wholesale  stores,  they 
had  to  buy  two  gallons.  They  got  no  accommo- 
dation, and,  having  this  large  supply  of  spirits, 
they  seldom  got  back  to  their  homes  before  they 
haa  lost  all  their  money.  Besides  the  loss  of 
money,  there  was  sometimes  great  loss  of  life, 
for,  in  returning  to  their  homes  in  boats  from 
the  wholesale  stores,  as  many  of  them  did,  fatal 
accidents  resulted.  Then,  again,  those  who  did 
not  immediately  return  home  went  to  the  houses 
of  their  friends,  who  sent  for  fresh  supplies  as 
soon  as  the  two  gallons  were  gone,  and  the  result 
was  something  frightful.  The  publichouses  were 
bound  down  under  certain  restrictions  to  provide 
proper  accommodation  for  their  customers ;  but 
the  wholesale  stores  provided  no  accommodation 
whatever.  He  would  like  to  see  a  clause  inserted 
to  abolish  the  wholesale  licenses  in  country  dis- 
tricts, where  the  publichouses  were  usually  well 
kept. 

Mr.  MUBRAY  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  hoped  the  debate  would 
not  be  adjourned.  He  felt  bound  to  say  that 
some  of  the  arguments  adduced  had  been  urged 
in  a  very  fair  and  reasonable  spirit;  but  he 
thought  he  should  be  able  to  show  that  many  of 
them  had  been  used  in  forgetfulness  —  he  could 
not  say  ignorance — of  the  present  licensing  law. 
The  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Stewart)  said  there  was  nothing  in  the  Bill  that 
applied  to  the  duration  of  the  licenses,  and  he 
therefore  wished  the  House  to  infer  that  the 
licenses  granted  under  it  would  last  to  all  eternity. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  the 
duration  of  the  licenses  and  the  fees  payable. 
The  duration  of  the  licenses  was  fixed  by  the  7th 
section  of  the  Act  of  1873,  which  stated  that 
"  such  licenses  shall  be  in  force  from  the  time  of 
granting  the  same  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June 
next  ensuing,  and  no  longer."  By  section  22  of 
the  amended  Act  of  1874  it  was  provided  that— 
Mr.  Tawhai 


"  All  certificates  authorizing  the  issue  of  any 
license  which  shall  or  may  be  granted  at  any 
quarterly  licensing  meeting  under  this  Act  in  the 
month  of  June  in  any  year,  shall  entitle  the 
holders  thereof  to  the  license  mentioned  in  sooh 
certificate,  and  such  license  shall  be  dated  on  the 
first  day  of  July  next  ensuing." 

Those  were  the  clauses  relating  to  the  duration 
of  licenses.  The  clause  which  referred  to  the 
fees — which,  he  contended,  was  an  entirdy  distinct 
matter — was  the  32nd  clause  of  the  Act  of  1873, 
which  said  that  "  Any  fees  payable  in  r«pcct  of 
any  certificate  or  license  issueid  under  this  Act 
shall  be  such,  and  payable  to  such  person,  as  may 
be,  or  mav  have  been,  directed  by  any  Act  of  any 
Provincial  Council."  It  was  clear  that  there  was 
a  wide  difference  between  the  duration  of  the 
licenses  and  the  fees  payable.  Another  objection 
raised  was  that  the  Bill  dealt  with  bottle  licenses 
for  the  first  time ;  and  it  was  also  said  that  the 
bottle  license  was  not  distinctly  defined.  Now, 
the  bottle  Ucense  was  the  creation  of  the  present 
general  law,  and  a  bottle  license  was  defined  by 
section  17  of  the  Act  of  1874  in  these  words : — 

"  A  bottle  license  shall  be  in  the  form  in  the 
Schedule  hereto  marked  A  or  to  the  effect  thereof, 
and  shall  authorize  the  holder  thereof  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  any  alcoholic  liquors  in  bottles  coriced 
and  sealed,  capsuled  or  wired,  of  sizes  not  less 
than  those  of  which  six  or  twelve  are  usually 
reckoned  to  the  gallon,  and  not  to  be  drunk  in 
or  upon  the  house  or  premises  for  which  such 
license  is  granted." 

In  answer  to  honorable  members  who  said  that 
this  bottle-license  clause  was  not  in  force  in  the 
district  from  which  they  came,  he  would  point 
out  that  the  proviso  to  the  present  law  was  in 
these  words : — 

"  Provided  that  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act 
and  this  Act  relating  to  bottle  licenses  shall  only 
apply  and  be  of  force  in  such  provinces  as  may 
have  provided,  or  shall  hereafter  provide,  for  the 
grant  and  issue  of  such  licenses." 

He  said  nothing  in  his  Bill  about  bringing 
bottle  licenses  into  provinces  where  they  were 
not  already  in  force.  All  he  did  was  to  regulate 
the  fees  in  places  where  the  system  was  already 
in  existence.  He  trusted,  after  saying  that,  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  were  going  to  vote 
against  the  Bill  on  that  ground  would  see  that 
their  objections  were  not  well  founded,  and  would 
join  with  him  in  the  general  principle  of  equali- 
zation of  licenses.  With  regard  to  the  Premieres 
remarks  as  to  the  definition  of  accommodation- 
houses,  he  could  assure  that  honorable  gentleman 
and  others  that  he  had  himself  felt  the  diffi- 
culty of  defining  those  words  very  much.  The 
Bill  had  been  revised  by  many  persons  besides 
himself,  and  the  words  now  in  the  Bill  were 
those  which  they  had  finally  decided  upon  as  the 
best.  He  was  not,  however,  prepared  to  affirm 
that  this  was  the  best  definition  that  could  be 
arrived  at,  and  if  honorable  members  would  bdp 
him  to  a  better  he  would  gladly  accept  it.  The 
design  in  providing  for  these  particular  licenses 
was  to  grant  them  to  persons  who  had  accommo- 
dation-houses on  main  roads  at  great  distances 
from  centres  of  population.    These  houses  were 
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eixoeedinglj  useful  to  travellers  of  that  class  who 
would  not  expend  more  than  ten  shillings  for  the 
night  for  themselves  and  horse ;  and  yer^  little 
liquor  was  consumed  in  them.  The  h'censees  of 
these  houses  should  therefore  not  be  compelled  to 
pay  as  high  a  fee  as  the  holders  of  houses  in  towns 
and  suburban  villages.  It  was  quite  clear,  also, 
that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  these 
houses,  because  they  were  probably  the  most 
useful  class  of  houses  in  the  colony.  Honorable 
members  must  recollect  that,  even  in  the  state  of 
civilization  at  which  we  had  arrived,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  traTcl  through  New  Zealand  with- 
out these  houses.  Old  settlers  would  recognize 
the  truth  of  what  he  said,  and  would  agree  with 
him  as  to  the  necessity  of  having  these  accommo- 
dation-houses. The  honorable  member  for  Totara 
said  the  local  bodies  whicli  were  so  much  affected 
by  the  Bill  ought  to  be  heard.  The  honorable 
gentleman  must  have  been  absent  or  asleep  when 
he  (Mr.  Adams)  was  moving  the  second  reading, 
or  he  would  have  heard  him  read  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  local  body  which  would  be  most 
affected  by  the  Bill,  and  which  nevertheless  ap- 
proved of  it.  He  had  also  pointed  out  that, 
although  many  local  bodies  would  be  affected, 
still  it  was  not  to  be  presumed  that  any  local  body 
in  New  Zealand  would  want  to  stick  to  a  partial 
and  unjust  law  simply  because  they  benefited 
slightly  by  it.  He  was  sure  they  would  recognize 
the  duty  of  establishing  equal  laws  from  north 
to  south  of  New  Zealand,  and  would  refuse  to  be 
parties  to  imposing  a  tax  upon  some  persons  of 
a  class,  which  was  not  atten)ptcd  to  be  imposed 
upon  others  of  the  same  class.  The  answer  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Totara  was  this :  that 
the  licensed  victuallers  had  been  agitating  during 
the  last  two  years  with  regard  to  this  question, 
and  the  G-ovemment  had  been  asked  during  the 
last  two  sessions  whether  they  would  not  bring 
forward  a  Bill  to  deal  with  tlie  matter.  Constant 
correspondence  between  the  licensed  victuallers 
had  been  going  on,  meetings  had  been  held,  and 
the  question  had  been  frequently  referred  to  in 
the  Press ;  and  yet  no  representative  of  a  local 
body,  although  they  must  have  known  of  this 
agitation,  had  attempted  to  stand  up  and  oppose 
the  Bill  he  was  now  introducing  on  the  part  of 
the  licensed  victuallers.  The  honorable  member 
for  Eden  said  there  were  too  many  classes  of 
publichouses  provided  for.  No  doubt  there  were 
a  good  many  classes,  but  they  were  no  creation 
of  his.  TJnder  the  present  law  provision  was 
made  for  bottle  licenses,  packet  licenses,  whole- 
sale licenses,  and  publicans'  licenses ;  and  he  had 
simply  fixed  the  fees  for  each  of  these  classes, 
and  had  divided  the  last— the  publicans'  licenses 
— into  four.  As  he  had  observed  in  moving  the 
second  reading,  he  had  only  done  what  had 
already  been  done  in  almost  every  province. 
Honorable  members  knew  very  well  that  in 
almost  every  province  the  holders  of  licenses  in 
large  towns  paid  more  than  those  in  country  dis- 
tricts. Even  the  honorable  member  for  Grey 
and  Bell  recognized  that  there  was  a  distinction 
in  his  province — Taranaki ;  and  in  Nelson  there 
were  already  divisions  somewhat  similar  to  those 
in  the  Bill.    In  Otago,  again,  the  largest  province 


in  the  colony,  the  number  of  classes  of  licenses 
was,  he  believed,  greater  than  in  this  Bill.  If, 
however,  honorable  members  thought  they  could 
divide  the  licenses  fairly  into  fewer  classes  he 
would  be  ready  to  consider  the  matter.  He 
was  not  bound  to  any  particular  number.  If 
honorable  members  would  let  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time,  he  was  not  bound  to  any  particular 
part,  further  than  the  equalization  of  fees.  That 
was  the  only  principle  which  he  asked  the  House 
to  afiirm,  and  he  promised  to  give  any  objections 
to  other  parts  the  fullest  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee. Some  honorable  members  had  said,  and 
truly  said,  that  this  was  a  Bill  which  should  have 
been  introduced  by  the  Government.  He  heartily 
concurred  in  that  opinion,  and  before  he  ventured 
to  move  in  the  matter  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Curtis, 
asked  the  Government,  last  session,  whether  they 
would  introduce  such  a  Bill,  and  they  refused. 
Again  this  session  he  himself  asked  the  Govern- 
ment whether  they  were  prepared  to  bring  down 
such  a  measure,  because  it  would  come  far  better 
from  the  Gtjvernment  than  from  a  private  mem- 
ber; and  the  reply  was  that  they  would  not. 
Then  it  fell  to  him  to  introduce  a  BUI  which  only 
remedied  the  salient  points  in  which  injustice  bad 
been  done.  He  did  not  pretend,  as  a  private 
member,  to  go  into  the  broader  question  of  the 
morality  of  licensed  houses,  because  it  was  too 
large  a  question  for  him  to  grapple  in  that  capa- 
city. He  had  therefore  confined  himself  to 
the  equalization  of  fees ;  and,  rather  than  that 
the  publicans  should  undergo  any  longer  the  in- 
justice from  which  they  had  been  suffering,  he 
would  forego  the  latter  clauses  of  the  Bill,  about 
which  so  much  had  been  said.  He  would  like, 
however,  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to 
selling  liquor  on  Sundays.  If  honorable  mem- 
bers would  consider  the  matter,  and  would  look, 
as  he  had  looked,  at  the  local  provincial  laws, 
they  would  find  that  greater  liberty  now  existed 
in  most  of  the  provinces  with  respect  to  the  sale 
of  liquor  on  Sundays  than  he  proposed.  There- 
fore he  asked  those  who  were  opposed  to  Sun- 
day trade  to  go  with  him,  with  a  view  to  going 
further  hereaifter.  All  he  proposed  by  this  Bill 
was  to  allow  the  publican  to  dispose  of  liquor 
during  the  dinner  and  supper  hours  on  Sunday 
— one  hour  in  the  morning  and  one  hour  in  the 
evening.  To  his  mind,  it  would  be  a  great  piece 
of  injustice  if  they  were  to  forbid  the  poorer 
classes,  who  could  not  afford  to  keep  beer  in  their 
cellars  as  the  richer  classes  did,  to  send  to  the 
publichousc  for  their  dinner  or  supper  beer.  An 
hour  in  the  morning  and  an  hour  in  the  evening 
was  certainly  a  very  limited  time  for  supplying 
this  beer.  Then,  because  it  was  provided  that 
bond  fide  travellers  and  lodgers  could  be  supplied 
with  liquor  at  all  reasonable  times,  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
assumed,  wrongly,  that  it  contemplated  keeping 
publichouses  open  on  Sundays.  That  was  a  very 
great  mistake.  What  the  clause  said  was  that 
bond  fide  travellers  and  lodgers  might  be  supplied 
with  liquor  at  all  reasonable  times.  It  was 
simply  permissive,  and  the  publican  might  refuse 
to  supply  the  liquor  if  he  chose ;  but,  if  persons 
were  living  in  the  house,  and  were  dining,  say. 
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at  two  o'doclc — a  not  unreasonable  hour  on  Sun- 
day— then  the  publican  could,  under  the  clause 
in  the  Bill,  supply  them  with  liquor  during  the 
meal.  Unless  there  was  a  clause  of  that  kind 
in  the  Bill,  every  lodger  in  a  publichouse  must 
dine  between  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  sup  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  or  else  he  must  dine  and  sup 
without  his  beer.  As  to  the  question  of  who 
was  a  bond  fide  traveller,  he  admitted — and  he 
spoke  as  a  lawyer,  who  had  some  knowledge  of 
the  matter — that  it  was  very  difficult  to  define 
a  bond  fide  traveller.  He  agreed  with  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Bunedin  City  (Mr. 
Stewart)  that  the  legal  difficulties  with  regard 
to  this  matter  were  considerable ;  but  he  was  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  clause  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Eden  had  the  credit  of  drafting 
was  a  better  clause  in  many  respects  than  the 
existing  law  either  in  England  or  in  this  colony. 
In  England  the  hard-and-fast  rule  was,  that  you 
must  walk  three  miles  before  you  could  have  your 
beer  on  Sunday.  Having  been  in  London  for 
some  time  himself,  he  knew  that  many  people 
there  prolonged  their  Sunday  walk  in  order  to 
get  a  glass  of  beer  at  the  end  of  it.  The  distance 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  at  all.  The 
principle  of  the  clause  was,  that  the  getting  of  the 
beer  must  be  ancillary  to  the  person's  travelling — 
that  must  not  be  the  dominant  reason  ;  it  must 
be  subservient  or  subordinate  to  it.  He  thought 
it  was  better  to  leave  it  to  be  decided  upon  by 
the  magistrate.  He  would  point  out  to  honor- 
able members  who  lived  in  country  districts  that 
on  Sundays  very  many  of  the  country  residents 
took  a  ride  into  town  as  a  matter  of  recreation. 
They  sometimes  rode  twenty-five  miles.  They 
went  out  not  to  get  liquor — probably,  and  espe- 
cially on  stations,  they  would  leave  liquor  at 
home — but  on  the  road  they  would  perhaps  get 
thirsty  and  want  a  glass  of  beer,  and  he  did  not 
see  why  they  should  not  have  a  glass  of  beer  in 
an  ordinary  and  peact^ful  way.  If  honorable 
members  refused  to  agree  to  the  Bill,  the  conse- 
quence might  be  that  a  man  would  rido  forty  or 
fifty  miles  on  a  Sunday,  and  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  him  to  obtain  a  glass  of  beer  during 
that  time.  He  would  also  point  out,  to  honorable 
members  who  might  have  some  feeling  for  ani- 
mals, that,  if  a  man  did  not  get  his  glass  of  beer, 
he  would  not  give  his  horse  a  feed.  He  would 
now  address  himself  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutchison),  whose  vote  he 
claimed.  That  honorable  member  spoke  of  liquor 
being  supplied  on  Sundays  to  persons  on  board 
steamers.  He  said  that  steamers  in  port  carried 
on  a  drinking  trade  all  day  long.  That  was  cer- 
tainly very  improper  on  Sunday,  but  ho  would 
point  out  that  under  the  existing  laws  that  was 
the  case,  and  not  only  when  in  port,  but  when  at 
sea,  liquor  could  be  supplied  to  persons  on  board 
tteamers  at  all  hours.  That  was  most  improper, 
whether  at  sea  or  in  port.  It  rendered  steamers 
more  like  drinking  saloons,  and  his  experience 
of  trarelling  in  steamers  made  him  wish  very 
often  that  on  Sundays  persons  were  doing  some- 
thing else  rather  than  gathering  together  in  the 
saloon  and,  as  it  was  called  in  the  colony, 
Mr.  Acton  Adam9 


''liquoring  up."  He  claimed  the  Tote  of  the 
honorable  member  for  WelUngton  City  on  the 
ground  that  under  this  Bill  liquor  would  only  be 
supplied  on  board  steamers  within  the  particular 
hours  named,  because  this  Bill  applied  to  all 
licenses,  whereas  the  restrictions  in  other  Acta 
did  not  apply  to  steamers*  licenses.  He  had 
endeavoured  in  this  Bill  to  keep  clear  of  Uie 
general  question.  He  might  have  spoken  for 
hours  on  the  subject  of  lo<^  option,  but  he  had 
confined  himself  to  equalizing  the  licente  fees, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time.  Those  clauses  which  were  objected 
to  could  be  struck  out  in  Committee.  All  he 
asked  for  was,  that  the  general  principle  of  the 
Bill  should  be  affirmed,  and,  if  honorable  members 
refused  to  affirm  that  principle,  they  would  be 
continuing  a  state  of  thing  which  was  exces- 
sively unfair  and  unjust  to  a  very  large  number 
of  people  throughout  the  colony. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his 
amendment  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
He  moved  the  amendment  in  order  to  let  the 
honorable  gentleman  down  lightly,  but  he  had 
not  accepted  the  chance. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  wished  to  state  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  against  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill.  The  honorable  member  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  said  that  it  would  equalize  the  license 
fees;  but  it  did  not  do  so.  It  would  still  leave 
the  old  provincial  laws  in  existence,  which  was  a 
fatal  mistake.  But  the  most  important  point  in 
reference  to  this  was,  that  there  was  no  doubt 
whatever  that  in  any  financial  arrangements 
which  would  be  made  this  year  the  whole  of 
those  fees  would  be  required  to  go  into  the 
general  fund.  So  far  as  the  Bill  itself  was  con- 
cerned, he  thought  the  fees  for  the  country  were 
fixed  rather  high.  Some  explanation  was  re- 
quired with  regard  to  clause  8,  which  provided, — 

''In  the  construction  of  the  licensing  law,  in- 
cluding the  said  Acts,  the  expression  *  bond  fide 
traveller'  shall  mean  any  person  travelling  for 
business,  for  pleasure,  for  health,  for  recreation, 
or  for  any  other  lawful  purpose  to  which  the 
obtaining  of  liquor  is  merely  ancillary." 

He  scarcely  understood  what  the  term  meant. 
Were  they  to  go  and  seek  the  servant-maid  when 
they  wanted  a  glass  of  beer,  or  were  they  to  take 
the  servant-maid  for  the  purpose  ?  He  scarcely 
saw  the  purport  of  that  particular  clause.  It 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  fatal  mistake  in  the  Bill 
that  it  made  no  provision  for  dealing  with  houses 
which  were  mere  drinking-shops.  The  Bill  ap- 
peared to  be  a  piecemeal  arrangement,  and  would 
come  better  from  the  Ck>vernment  in  a  proper 
form. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  word  '  now  *  stand  part  of  the  question  ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result :  -— 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


33 
26 
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Atbs. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Captain  Oolbeck, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hnrstbouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  KcUy, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pitt, 


Mr.  Biohmond, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Sbephard, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Wbitakcr, 
Mr,  Whyte, 
Major  Willis. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Colonel  Trimble. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Allwrigbt,  Mr.  Masters, 

Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Barron,  Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Be  Lautour,  Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Finn,  Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher,  Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  George,  Mr.  Tainui, 

Mr.  Gisborne,  Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hislop,  I  Mr.  TurnbuU. 

Mr.  Hutchison,  ' 

Mr.  Ireland,  j  Tellers, 

Mr.  Macandrew,  Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Mason,  |  Mr.  Murray. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  inquired  when  Mr. 
Speaker  would  give  his  ruling  as  to  whether  this 
Bill  was  in  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  already  expressed 
his  opinion  that  one  of  the  clauses,  so  far  as  it 
tended  to  increase  the  license  fees,  would  not  be  in 
order ;  but  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  to  direct  the  Committee's  attention 
to  that  fact.  He  would  notify  to  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  his  opinion,  and  see  if  he  concurred 
in  it.  It  was  not  competent  for  a  private  mem* 
ber  to  propose  additional  taxation. 

Mr.  PITT  asked  if  any  defect  of  that  sort  could 
not  be  cured  by  the  Government,  on  behalf  of 
the  Crown,  signifying  their  assent  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  speaking  off-hand,  thought 
it  might  be  so;  but  he  would  give  the  matter 
further  consideration,  and  apprise  the  House  of 
his  opinion. 

ASHBURTON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  WATER- 
WORKS BILL. 
Mr.  WRIGHT,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  empower  the 
County  Council  of  Ashburton  to  take  measures  to 
bring  a  supply  of  water  from  the  Ashburton  River 
or  other  sources  for  the  service  of  the  settlers  on 
the  plains.  It  also  empowered  them  to  raise  a 
simi  of  £100,000,  and  to  provide  interest  and  sink- 
ing fund  by  means  of  an  acreage  rate.  The  Bill 
was  altogether  of  a  permissive  character,  and  could 
not  be  brought  into  operation  without  the  con- 
sent of  a  majority  both  in  number  and  value  of  the 


ratepayers  conoerned.  The  reason  for  introduc- 
ing the  Bill  was  this :  The  wells  over  this  tract  of 
country  were  carried  to  a  great  depth — from  50 
to  260  feet — and  were,  moreover,  very  uncertain. 
The  settlers  had  expended  large  sums  of  money 
in  their  efforts  to  obtain  supplies  of  water,  and 
by  no  means  with  success.  As  much  as  £1,000 
had  been  spent  by  a  single  individual.  As  an 
indication  of  the  necessity  for  this  measure,  he 
might  state  that  those  settlers  who  had  sunk 
the  largest  sums  of  money  in  their  efforts  to  ob- 
tain a  supply  of  water  were  those  most  earnest 
in  their  advocacy  of  this  Bill.  The  measure  had 
been  discussed  in  five  different  centres  of  popula- 
tion, and  in  only  one  of  these  was  it  objected  to. 
The  cost  to  the  settlers  under  the  present  system 
of  carting  water  from  the  rivers  was  so  great  that 
in  many  instances  it  was  equal  to  a  second  rental. 
In  some  cases  the  cost  amounted  to  4s.  per 
acre  for  carting  water  to  enable  men  to  get  in 
their  crops.  As  an  earnest  of  the  importance  of 
this  work  he  might  stat«  that  the  Ashburton 
County  Council  had  made  a  grant  in  aid  to  the 
extent  of  £10,000.  As  soon  as  this  measure  was 
passed  they  would  be  able  to  expend  this  sum, 
and  give  employment  to  many  persons  now  out 
of  employment.  The  district  to  which  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill  might  be  applied  embraced 
an  area  of  something  like  850,000  acres,  and  the 
settlers  had  paid  something  approaching  the  sum 
of  £700,000  in  the  purchase  of  their  properties 
in  that  district.  He  simply  stated  these  few  facts 
in  order  that  honorable  members  might  have  a 
fair  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  at 
stake.  The  Bill  asked  for  no  endowments  in  the 
shape  of  either  land  or  money.  It  was  simply  a 
measure  to  enable  the  settlers  to  improve  their 
property  by  insuring  a  sufficient  supply  of  water 
for  their  household  purposes  and  for  their  stock. 
Without  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  the  develop- 
ment of  the  district  would  be  very  much  retarded. 
Inasmuch  as  the  proposal  tended  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  so  large  a  tract  of  country,  embracing 
300,000  or  400,000  acres,  it  would  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent promote  the  welfare  of  the  colony  at  large. 
He  hoped  honorable  members  would  see  their 
way  to  pass  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  had  drawn  the  attention 
of  the  honorable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
the  constitution  of  a  special  Court  proposed  in  the 
Bill.  He  thought  such  a  Court  would  be  very 
inconvenient,  particularly  as  it  was  intended  to 
clothe  it  with  very  great  powers,  especially  the 
powers  of  commitment  for  contempt  of  Court, 
which  were  dangerous  even  when  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  County  Council  might  very  well 
act  as  a  Court  of  Revision,  or  the  Registration 
Officer  could  act  fully  as  well ;  but  the  proposal 
to  establish  a  separate  Court  to  revise  the  roll 
of  ratepayers  for  a  portion  of  the  county  seemed 
to  him  absurd.  The  Bill  referred  to  a  Revising 
Officer.  In  the  Government  Bill,  there  would  be 
no  such  officer  as  a  Revising  Officer.  However, 
the  whole  question  could  be  considered  in  Com- 
mittee. When  the  Bill  was  committed,  he  would 
ask  the  honorable  member  to  accept  some  amend- 
ment that  would  prevent   the  creation  of  any 
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judicial  Court  of  eucli  a  small  nature,  but  which 
waa  clothed  with  such  large  powers. 

Mr.  WBiaHT  had  no  doubt  he  would  be  able 
to  meet  the  honorable  member's  Tiews  when  the 
Bill  was  under  consideration  in  Committee. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  did  not  object  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill;  but  be  had  a  sug- 
gestion to  offer.  While  he  thought  local  bodies 
ought  to  have  power  to  manage  their  own  affairs 
without  seeking  the  adrice  of  any  other  parties, 
there  was  a  want  of  uniformity  in  the  proposed 
mode  of  raising  the  loan.  He  would  suggest 
that  it  was  desirable  that  there  should  be  one 
uniform  rule  with  regard  to  loans  by  local  bodies. 
Clause  143  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act 
provided, — 

"  If  the  number  of  yotes  given  for  the  proposal 
exceeds  the  number  given  against  it  by  one-fifth, 
or  more  than  one -fifth,  of  the  latter,  the  resolu- 
tion in  favour  of  the  proposal  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  carried." 

It  would  have  been  better  if  the  honorable 
member  had  introduced  the  whole  clause  with 
reference  to  borrowing  contained  in  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act,  so  as  to  obtain  uniformity 
in  this  respect.  He  also  agreed  with  the  honor- 
able member  for  Mount  Ida  in  thinking  that  the 
setting  up  of  such  Courts  was  rather  a  serious 
innovation  in  the  Bill.  It  might  form  a  precedent 
for  the  setting  up  of  little  Courts  of  this  kind  any- 
where in  the  colony.  He  was  not  stating  these 
matters  in  the  way  of  opposition  to  the  Bill.  He 
thought  it  was  a  proper  measure ;  and  perhaps 
these  objections  could  be  better  discussed  in 
Committee.  But  he  submitted  that  the  setting 
up  of  such  a  Revision  Court  was  a  matter  which 
ought  to  receive  ample  consideration  before  being 
conceded  to.  It  would  involve  a  principle  of 
some  consequence,  which  it  would  be  a  pity  for 
the  House  to  affirm  without  more  consideration 
than  they  had  given  to  it  at  the  present  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Before  the  next  Order  of  the 
day  is  called  on,  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. I  have  received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman 
who  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  thi?  House,  and 
who  is  frequently  to  be  seen  in  the  lobbies  and  at 
the  doors  of  the  House.  I  may  mention  that  it 
has  been  reported — I  have  heard  so  with  some 
feelings  of  annoyance— that  I  had  deserted  my 
party,  and  was  going  over  to  the  other  side.  I 
liave  received  this  letter,  and  have  sent  a  reply  to 
it.  With  the  permission  of  the  House  I  will 
read  it.  I  consider  it  a  breach  of  privilege,  and 
I  think  you,  Sir,  will  rule  that  it  is  eo.  The  letter 
is  as  follows  : — 

"  Government  Buildings. 

"  Dear  Reeves, — Whatever  may  be  my  views 
and  feelings  in  re  parties  in  the  House,  you  will, 
I  know,  believe  me  when  I  tell  you  that  the 
interest  I  feel  in  the  district  you  represent  is  far 
above  all  party  considerations.  I  would  there- 
fore very  much  like — for  your  own  credit  with 
your  constituents,  and  in  the  interests  of  your 
constituents  themselves — to  see  you  turn  over 
before  the  no-confidence  motion  is  taken,  as  you 
Mr.  De  Zautour 


will  then  occupy  a  much  more  influential  positum 
with  the  present  Ministerial  party  than  you  would 
by  joining  them  afterwards.  1  am  assured,  on 
the  most  reliable  authority,  that  the  Government 
are  sure  to  win.  For  the  reasons  above  stated,  I 
wish  you  would  give  the  matter  your  serious  ooo- 
sideration.  You  will  be  good  enough  to  forgive 
my  writing  you  on  this  matter,  for  be  assured 
that  my  only  object  in  doing  so  is  to  suggest  what, 
in  my  opinion,  would  be  the  best  course  both  for 
yourself  and  your  constituents. — Yours  ^tb- 
fuUy,  "  Chablbs  Woolcock.'* 

This  is  my  reply  to  it : — 

"  Wellington,  23rd  October,  1879. 

"Sib, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  this  afternoon,  and  am  not  surprised 
at  the  nature  of  the  suggestion  you  therein  make. 
For  treachery,  duplicity,  and  moral  turpitude  I 
have  never  seen  a  parallel  to  your  proposition  in 
the  same  amount  of  words.  It  is  a  fitting  com- 
mentary on  your  political  life.  I  propose  to  read 
this  correspondence  to  the  House  to-night — 
Yours,  in  disgust,  "  Richabd  Beetes. 

"  C.  Woolcock,  Esq." 

I  will  lay  the  correspondence  on  the  table,  and 
honorable  members  can  take  any  action  they  like 
upon  it. 

Mr.  MURRAY.  —  Is  it  a  private  and  con- 
fidential communication  ? 

Mr.  REEVES.— No ;  it  is  headed  "  Govern- 
ment  Building?." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  rule  is,  that  when  a 
member  raises  a  question  of  privilege  he  should 
conclude  by  making  some  motion. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  move.  That  the  correspon- 
dence be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  House  should  pause  bef4»« 
it  entertains  a  proposal  to  lay  on  the  table  a 
private  letter,  which,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  cer- 
tainly not  a  breach  of  privilege.  It  is  neither 
more  j.or  less  than  a  private  letter.  The  honor- 
able member  may  have  his  opinion  about  it ; 
but,  in  my  opinion,  it  contains  very  good  advice, 
although  the  honorable  gentleman  does  not  ap- 
preciate it.  The  letter  is  no  breach  of  privilege 
whatever.  Other  honorable  members  may  have 
received  letters  of  the  same  sort,  and  if  th^ 
were  all  laid  on  the  table  it  would  groan  with 
them.  I  think  the  course  adopted  by  the  honor- 
able member  in  reading  these  letters  forms  a  very 
bad  precedent.  His  motion  seems  a  jocular  pro- 
posal, and  the  letter  cannot  be  considered  a  breach 
of  privilege. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  do  not  think  it  is  a  jocu- 
lar proposal.  Mr.  Woolcock  was  a  member  of 
this  House,  during  the  last  Parliament.  He  is 
now  no  longer  a  member  of  the  House  ;  but  he 
is  constantly  standing  at  the  door,  button-holing 
honorable  members,  and  asking  them  whether 
they  intend  voting  for  or  against  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  time  the  House  took  some  steps  to 
stop  such  conduct. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  no  question  befow 
the  House,  and  any  discussion  is  irregular. 

Mr.  PYKE.— There  is  a  question —That  the 
letter  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understood  the  honoraUe 
gentleman,  in  concluding   his    observations,  to 
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state  that  he  did  not  intend  making  any  motion, 
but  would  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Pardon  me,  Sir:  I  moved 
that  the  letter  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — As  no  motion  has  yet  been 
proposed  from  the  chair,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say  that  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  worthy  of 
the  House  to  take  notice  of  this  matter. 

Mr.  PYKE. —  The  question  is,  whether  the 
correspondence  should  be  laid  on  the  table.  It 
is  only  fair  to  my  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  Grey  Valley  to  say  that  he  is  entitled  to  look 
upon  this  letter  as  a  semi-official  communication, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  dated  from  Government  Build- 
ings; aud  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind 
that  it  was  inspired  by  some  authority.  There 
is  nothing  wrong  in  laying  this  letter  before 
the  House,  or  in  reading  it.  I  look  upon  it  as 
an  improper  attempt  to  influence  the  action  of 
an  honorable  member  of  this  House ;  but  I  would 
advise  the  honorable  member  not  to  insist  upon 
laying  this  letter  on  the  table  of  the  House,  as  it 
is  giving  far  too  much  importance  to  an  incon- 
spicuous individual. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— 1  do  not  wish  to  take  part 
in  this  discussion,  but  I  think  it  would  be  well  if 
honorable  members  were  lefl  to  take  their  own 
action  in  regard  to  any  matters  coming  before 
this  House,  and  were  not  subjected  to  outside  in- 
fluences or  intimidation  of  this  kind,  which  are 
inspired  from  sources  they  ought  not  to  come 
from — ^the  same  source  which  causes  telegrams  to 
be  eent  to  members  of  this  House  who  are  trying 
to  do  their  duty,  asking  them  to  act  in  a  con- 
trary direction.  If  this  communication  have  no 
other  effect,  it  will  show  those  gentlemen  who 
may  inspire  such  things  that  they  cannot  possibly 
hope  to  attain   their  ends   by  such  unworthy 


EESIDENT  MAGISTRATES  ACT  1867 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  PITT,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
tliis  Bill,  said  ho  would  not  detain  the  House  at 
any  length.  The  Bill  contained  a  single  clause, 
and  the  object  of  this  short  measure  was  to  enable 
corporations  to  sue  in  a  Resident  Magistrate's 
Court  defendants  residing  out  of  the  Magistrate's 
district.  As  the  law  stood  at  present,  before  a 
summons  could  be  issued  against  a  defendant 
residing  out  of  the  district,  it  was  necessary  for 
the  plaintiff  to  depose  on  oath  to  certain  matters. 
Now,  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  had  decided 
that  such  affidavit  could  not  be  made  on  behalf 
of  a  corporation.  It  was  therefore  important,  for 
the  benefit  of  mining  companies  and  corporations, 
that  this  defect  should  be  remedied.  Numerous 
suggestions  had  been  made  by  honorable  mem- 
bers as  to  amendments  required  in  the  Resident 
Magistrates  Act ;  but  he  had  introduced  this  Bill 
to  meet  a  special  defect  in  the  law,  and  he  did 
not  consider  it  the  duty  of  a  private  member  to 
attempt  to  remedy  all  the  deficiencies  in  the  pre- 
sent Resident  Magistrates  Acts.  The  honorable 
member  for  WeUington  City  (Mr.  Hutchison) 
had  communicated  certain  additional  clauses, 
which  he  intended  to  move  in  Committee. 


Mr.  HALL  hoped  the  additional  clauses  re- 
ferred to  would  be  communicated  to  the  Govern- 
ment beforehand. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  he,  too,  had  several 
amendments  which  he  should  like  to  make  in 
this  Bill  in  Committee.  He  was  not  quite  sure 
whether  this  Bill  was  necessary,  because  he  had 
no  doubt  whatever  that  a  liberal  interpretation  of 
the  Act,  read  in  the  light  of  the  Interpretation 
Act,  would  have  enabled  a  company  to  sue  in  a 
Magistrate's  Court  as  any  individual  could  do. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  he  intended  to  give 
notice  of  the  amendments  which  he  should  pro- 
pose. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  in  that  case,  these  amend- 
ments would  appear  on  the  Supplementary  Order 
Paper. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WELLINGTON  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
Mr.  LEVIN,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
while  he  endeavoured  to  explain  the  objects  of 
the  Bill  and  the  circumstances  which  occasioned 
its  introduction.  He  might  premise  by  saying 
that  this  measure  was  identical  in  all  respects 
with  the  Bill  that  was  placed  before  the  House 
last  session  by  Mr.  Barton,  who  was  then  one  of 
the  members  for  Wellington  City.  Unfortu- 
nately, owing  to  the  short  duration  of  the  ses- 
sion, it  did  not  reach  a  further  stage  than  the 
first  reading.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  esta- 
blish a  Harbour  Board  for  the  Port  of  Wellington. 
It  was  to  consist  of  eleven  members,  of  whom 
four  were  to  be  non- elective  and  seven  elective. 
The  framers  of  the  Bill  had  aimed  at  opening 
the  Board  to  all  the  elements  interested,  so  that 
all  classes  of  the  community  concerned  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  taking  part  in  the  har- 
bour admimstration.  Power  to  borrow  £100,000 
was  sought  for,  so  that  the  Board  might  be  able 
to  acquire  the  Queen's  Wharf  and  the  bonded 
warehouse  from  the  present  holders,  provided 
they  were  willing  to  sell ;  and,  if  acquired,  that 
they  might  have  the  means  at  their  command  to 
provide  the  much-needed  extension  and  alterations 
to  the  existing  wharf.  He  might  explain  that  the 
Queen's  Wharf  and  the  warehouse  were  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Corporation  of  Wellington,  havine 
been  acquired  by  them  from  the  late  ProvinciM 
Government.  Practically  the  Corporation  were 
the  wharfingers  of  this  port.  He  believed  that 
they  had  done  all  in  their  power,  and  as  much 
as  the  meatis  at  their  command  allowed,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  increasing  trade  of  the  port ;  but  he 
contended  that  what  thev  had  done  had  been 
utterly  insufficient,  and  that  the  best  interests, 
not  alone  of  the  port,  but  of  the  city  and  sur- 
rounding districts,  had  suffered  by  their  not  pos- 
sessing the  same  facilities  for  loading  and  dis- 
charging vessels  as  were  enjoyed  by  other  ports 
of  the  colony.  It  had  been  for  some  consider- 
able time  apparent  to  those  interested  in  the 
advancement  of  the  city  as  a  commercial  em- 
porium that  the  existing  state  of  things  must,  if 
possible,  be  altered ;  that,  if  they  were  not  up 
and  stirring,  they  would  be  overtaken  and  beaten 
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bj  their  neighbours,  i^ho,  although  not  endowed 
by  Nature,  yet  by  artificial  means  were  fast  mak- 
ing their  harbours  more  attractive.  He  appealed 
to  honorable  members  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
coming  to  Wellington  for  years  past,  and  would 
ask  them  if  in  Wellington,  so  far  as  the  port  was 
concerned,  they  had  kept  pace  with  the  times. 
If  they  expected  the  Corporation  to  give  the 
increased  accommodation  that  was  needful,  they 
would  be  disappointed,  not  from  want  of  will 
on  the  part  of  the  Corporation,  but  literally 
from  want  of  means.  It  was  felt  that  an  inde* 
pendent  Harbour  Board  should  be  constituted ; 
and  the  City  Council  themselres  were  of  this 
opinion,  for,  although  they  declined  to  initiate 
"^such  a  measure  as  he  now  proposed  for  the 
acceptance  of  the  House,  they  had  passed  a  reso- 
lution saying  that  they  would  offer  no  opposition 
to  the  introduction  of  the  Bill.  He  would  say 
no  more  now  beyond  this :  He  contended  that, 
in  asking  the  House  to  support  the  measure  now 
before  them,  he  asked  them  to  aid  in  a  colonial 
work  ;  for  he  ventured  to  say  that  an  Act  which 
should  have  for  its  object  the  raising  of  this  port 
to  its  natural  position  as  the  receiving  and  distri- 
buting port  of  Cook  Strait  and  the  neighbouring 
settlements  would  be  of  advantage  not  only  to 
Wellington  itself,  but  to  those  ports  and  places 
brought  into  connection  with  it.  He  begged  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  it  was  an  exceedingly 
awkward  thing  for  himself,  and  also  for  his  col- 
league, that  he  was  obliged  to  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  Ho  was  quite  sure  he  was 
going  to  address  a  House  prepossessed  against 
him,  but  at  the  same  time  he  thought  he  should 
be  able  to  state  his  case  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
House  would  see  very  strong  reasons  for  con- 
cluding that  there  was  no  necessity  whatever  for 
the  institution  of  the  proposed  Harbour  Board 
in  Wellington.  He  started  with  a  general  prin- 
ciple. He  did  not  know  that  general  principles 
were  very  much  cared  for  by  members  of  that 
House,  but  this  was  a  general  principle  which 
was  really  of  very  great  importance  in  this 
matter.  It  was  now  becoming  acknowledged  by 
thinkers  that  one  single  Board  for  any  locality 
was  better  than  three  or  four  small  Boards ;  that 
one  Board,  with  large  powers  and  large  responsi- 
bilities, was  found  to  attract  to  it  men  of  more 
thought  and  men  of  more  talent  than  those  who 
would  hold  seats  on  half-a-dozen  small  Boards. 
A  man  who  would  not  care  to  go  into  a  City 
Council  to  be  asked  simply  to  consider  about 
some  little  culvert  or  some  small  drain  might  be 
inclined  to  give  his  services  to  the  public  if  some 
work  were  set  before  him  that  would  exercise  his 
thought  and  call  out  his  talent ;  and  in  that  way 
it  would  be  found  that  one  Board  possessing  these 
powers  would  be  more  attractive  to  the  class  of 
men  they  looked  for  to  take  up  business  of  this 
kind  than  two  small  Boards.  He  need  hardly  say 
that  in  stating  this  principle  he  was  only  diluting 
and  not  doing  justice  to  a  principle  which  was 
laid  down  by  John  Stuart  Mill  in  his  book  on 
'*  Bepresentative  Government."  Ho  called  at- 
tention to  this  fact  because  it  might  probably 
give  the  argument  some  weight  with  certain 
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members  of  the  House.  The  reason  of  it,  how- 
ever, waa  apparent  even  beyond  that.  For  ex- 
ample, suppose  another  Board  waa  set  up,  it 
would  mean,  to  begin  with,  an  expenditure  of 
money  for  which  there  was  absolutely  no  neces- 
sity. The  City  Council  at  present  performed 
all  the  functions  of  a  Harbour  Board,  and  re- 
quired no  new  officials  for  the  purpose.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  separate  Board  would  require  a 
secretary  and  an  engineer,  and  probably  wane 
other  officials.  There  woidd  thus  be,  to  start 
with,  an  annual  expenditure  of  £1,000,  which 
might  be  saved.  He  did  not  say  that  that  was 
a  great  consideration  for  the  House,  because 
£1,000  was  no  doubt  a  small  sum  to  most  d 
its  members  ;  but  it  was  nevertheless  a  considen- 
tion,  and  it  was  a  consideration  that  they  should 
not  expend  any  money  that  waa  not  absolutely 
required  for  the  serfice  of  the  public.  Then, 
again,  where  there  waa  only  one  Board  there  was 
an  amount  of  prompt  action  that  could  not  take 
place  where  there  were  two  or  three,  because  m 
the  latter  case  one  Board  might  wish  a  thing  to 
be  done  and  the  other  might  not  see  its  way  to  do 
it,  and  memoranda  would  pass  between  the  two 
bodies,  a  great  deal  of  time  would  be  lost,  and  a 
waste  of  time  and  power  would  take  place.  Thai 
was  the  general  principle  on  which  he  contended 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  attempt  to  set  in>  a 
second  Board  of  this  kind  in  Wellington.  And 
his  colleague,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  had  not 
given  any  reason  why  a  Harbour  Board  should  be 
set  up.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  that  the 
City  Council  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  keep 
pace  with  the  times  as  regarded  wharf  accommo- 
dation, but  had  lamentably  failed ;  but  t>eyoDd 
that  general  assertion  he  had  not  given  the  least 
proof  that  they  had  failed  in  any  way  to  oarrr 
out  the  objects  for  which  a  Harbour  Board 
would  be  established;  and  he  (Mr.  Hutchison) 
was  at  a  loss  how  he  was  to  bring  on  this  subject, 
because  the  honorable  gentleman  had  not  men- 
tioned a  single  thing  that  had  gone  wrong.  The 
honorable  gentleman  said  that  interests  had  suf- 
fered. Now,  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  would  like  to 
know  what  interests  had  suffered ;  what  ship  had 
ever  come  to  grief  within  the  harbour ;  what  delay, 
beyond  what  might  be  expected  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, had  ever  arisen,  with  reference  either 
to  the  discharge  of  cargo  or  the  loading  of  cargo. 
He  was  not  aware  of  anything  of  the  kind.  He 
had  heard  it  mentioned,  but  his  colleague  had  not 
stated  it,  that  the  City  Council  had  charged  too 
much  at  this  wharf ;  but  he  held  in  his  Imnd  a 
comparative  statement,  which  he  was  afraid  he 
could  not  inflict  upon  the  House,  showing  the 
wharf  charges  at  tne  four  chief  ports  of  New 
2^1and,  and  an  examination  of  this  statement 
would  prove  to  honorable  members  that  the  Port 
of  Wellington  was  the  cheapest  port  of  the  fonr. 
He  was  sorry  to  notice  that  the  nonorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikouaiti,  who  was  very  much  interested 
in  this  question,  having  made  up  his  mind  thai 
he  was  going  to  vote  for  the  Harbour  Board,  had 
gone  to  sleep,  and  did  not  care  to  hear  any  of 
these  particulars  or  figures ;  but  he  hoped  that 
honorable  members  generally  would  think  of  this 
particular  fact  t  that  the  Harbour  of  Wellington 
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was  the  most  cheaply  managed  harbour  in  the 
colony,  and  that  its  charges  were  the  lowest. 
That,  he  thought,  was  not  an  instance  of  the  bad 
management  of  the  harbour  and  wharf  on  the 
part  of  the  City  Council.  He  ought  to  say  that 
this  Bill  was  promoted  entirely  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  He  said,  "  entirely  promoted  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce ;"  and  he  wished  to  point 
out  to  the  House  what  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce was.  He  was  quite  sure  that  the  name 
"  Chamber  of  Corameree"  would  convey  to  the 
minds  of  honorable  members  that  it  was  a  yery 
large  and  important  institution,  carrying  great 
weight  with  the  community.  Now,  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  was  certainly  composed  of  the 
richest  people  in  the  City  of  Wellington.  It 
was  composed  of  the  large  merchants  of  Welling- 
ton— altogether  of  one  hundred  members.  The 
number  of  people  who  had  the  management  and 
care  of  it,  and  who  took  any  interest  in  it,  might 
be  estimated  at  one-half  that  number,  or  even 
less.  He  should  say  that  about  thirty  gentlemen 
composed  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  so  far  as 
its  business  was  concerned.  He  had  nothing  to 
say  against  these  gentlemen  at  all,  but  he  wished 
to  put  before  the  House  this  fact :  that  they 
were  simply  a  voluntary  association  gathered 
together.  Each  gentleman  represented  himself 
and  not  a  human  being  more.  And  here  were 
thirty  men  who  came  to  that  House  and  said  to 
his  colleague,  "  We  wish  a  Harbour  Board  to 
be  established.  Things  have  been  mismanaged 
hitherto,  and  Wellington  has  fallen  behind  in 
the  race  with  other  ports."  He  (Mr.  Hutchison) 
stood  there  to  say  that  the  affairs  of  the  Wel- 
lington Harbour  had  not  been  mismanaged,  that 
it  had  not  fallen  behind  in  the  race,  and  that 
his  colleague  had  not  given  one  single  instance 
of  any  kind  to  prove  that  such  was  the  case,  or 
that  the  City  Council  had  not  sought  in  every 
way  to  meet  the  views  and  convenience  of  those 
who  had  business  at  this  port.  Manifestly  it  was 
the  interest  of  the  City  Council  more  than  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  have  this  done.  It 
was  the  interest  of  the  thirty  gentlemen  repre- 
senting the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  have  things 
managed  in  their  own  particular  way.  The  City 
Council  had  not  always  succeeded  in  giving  them 
all  they  wanted,  because,  to  tell  the  truth,  they 
-wanted  things  simply  to  suit  themselves.  But 
the  City  Council  had  to  suit  the  whole  of  the 
pubUc,  and  to  suit  those  who  came  to  the  port 
from  all  quarters  of  the  world,  and  consequently, 
as  a  City  Council,  they  had  not  been  able  always 
to  meet  the  views  of  those  merchants  who  were 
exceedingly  anxious  to  obtain  things  very  cheap, 
and  to  have  matters  all  their  own  way.  Finding 
they  could  not  succeed  in  getting  matters  all  their 
own  way,  they  now  came  and  said  they  would  set 
up  a  Harbour  Board  of  their  own.  These  thirty 
or  forty,  who  called  themselves  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce — most  respectable  gentlemen — came 
and  said  they  would  do  this,  although  in  a  report 
which  he  held  in  his  hand  they  were  candid  and 
generous  enough  to  make  a  remark  to  this  effect : 
"  As  matters  stand,  probably  the  best  solution 
of  this  question,  as  far  as  Wellington  is  concerned, 
might  be  foimd  in  giving  to  the  Municipal  Corpo- 
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ration  the  powers  of  a  Harbour  Board,  together 
with  suitable  endowments." 

Mr.  LEVIN  asked  what  was  the  date  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  it  was  dated  the  20th 
of  March,  1878.  He  was  not  in  possession  of 
a  later  report.  Well,  they  came  and  said  they 
wished  to  establish  a  Harbour  Board  and  to 
borrow  £100,000.  Now,  it  would  have  been  very 
desirable  if  his  colleague  had  told  them  on  what 
security  they  were  going  to  borrow  £100,000. 
If  the  Government  had  given  his  colleague  to 
understand  that  they  were  prepared  to  make  an 
endowment  to  this  Harbour  Board  which  they 
were  not  prepared  to  make  to  the  City  Council, 
he  could  understand  it.  Of  course,  he  did  not 
know  what  information  the  honorable  gentleman 
might  have  on  that  point ;  he  himself  was  not 
aware  of  anything  of  the  kind.  But  the  honor- 
able gentleman  said  they  were  going  to  borrow 
£100,000 ;  and  they  had  not  a  hundred  pence  of 
security  to  give  to  any  lender,  and  were  not  at 
all  likely  to  obtain  such  a  loan.  He  also  said 
they  were  going  to  take  away  the  wharf  and 
the  bonded  store  from  the  City  Council ;  bub 
on  what  principle  they  meant  to  do  that  it  was 
impossible  to  determine.  It  would  have  been 
well  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had  told  them 
on  what  principle  he  thought  he  was  going  to 
borrow  £100,000,  because  it  would  be  observed 
that  there  was  no  appearance  of  a  fund  of  any 
sort  in  the  Bill.  There  was  a  wharf  now  being 
built  by  the  Q-eneral  Government,  and  it  was 
just  possible  that  it  was  intended  to  hand  it  over 
to  the  proposed  Harbour  Board.  But  his  col- 
league knew  as  well  as  he  did  that  that  wharf  by 
itself  would  simply  be  a  white  elephant.  There 
would  have  to  be  a  whole  staff  of  officers  for 
it,  and  it  would  not  pay  the  expenses  by  itself ; 
therefore  it  would  not  be  a  very  valuable  present. 
Of  course,  he  understood  they  would  get  the  pilot- 
age and  the  light-dues  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  harbour.  The  Customs  collected  these  duties, 
and  would  hand  them  over  to  the  Harbour  Board 
if  it  were  estabhshed,  and  it  would  pay  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  lighthouse  and  for  the  pilot 
service.  That  was  to  say,  the  Customs  would  hand 
over  to  the  Board  prolxtbly  £2,000,  and  it  would 
very  Hkely  have  to  pay  £2,500  for  the  services  in 
question,  which  would  not  be  a  very  profitable 
transaction.  But  he  thought  honorable  members 
would  see  that  he  was  entirely  fighting  in  the 
dark,  being  in  utter  ignorance  of  what  it  was 
he  had  to  reply  to.  The  matter  stood  in  this 
position  :  that'the  City  Council  were  the  owners 
of  the  wharf.  They  were  not  prepared  to  rive 
up  this  wharf  of  theirs  unless  the  House  should,  in 
its  wisdom,  in  some  future  session  say,  "We  shall 
take  this  from  you."  It  was  quite  within  the 
power  of  the  House,  of  course,  to  take  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Corporation  and  say,  "  We  shall  give 
it  to  the  Harbour  Board."  But  there  vras  some- 
thing about  this  which  would  be  rather  awkward. 
They  had  borrowed  a  certain  sum  of  money  in 
order  to  extend  this  wharf,  indicating,  as  the 
House  would  see,  that  they  had  not  been  careless 
of  the  interests  of  the  port ;  and,  in  borrowing 
this  money,  they  had  not  only  pledged  the  whai^ 
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but  they  had  pledged  the  whole  property  of  the 
Corporation.  They  could  not  therefore  give  the 
wharf  away  in  justice  or  in  propriety,  because  it 
•was  part  of  what  the  creditor  held  as  security  for 
the  money  advanced.  And,  even  supposing  the 
Harbour  Board  stepped  in  and  said,  "  We  will 
be  accountable  for  this  part  of  the  loan,"  the 
Corporation  creditor  would  know  nothing  about 
that.  He  had  his  security  under  our  Consoli- 
dated Loans  Act,  and,  if  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  were  of  any  effect,  the  Corporation  was  not 
at  liberty  to  part  with  the  security.  He  did  not 
anticipate,  however,  that  the  House  would  very 
readily  take  away  the  property  of  the  Corpora- 
tion— seeing  that  it  was  its  own — and  hand  it  oyer 
to  another  body.  Then,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Harbour  Board  would  cast  a  very  longing  eye  on 
a  certain  portion  of  the  foreshore,  which  the  Cor- 
poration was  about  to  reclaim.  They  had  now  a 
Bill  before  the  House  which  asked  for  power  to 
carry  on  the  reclamation,  and  they  hoped  to  get 
that  Bill  through  as  speedily  as  possible,  because 
they  looked  forward  to  it  as  perhaps  the  roost 
yaluable  of  the  few  endowments  they  were  likely 
to  possess.  He  ought  to  point  out,  as  honorable 
members  were  probably  already  aware,  that  Wel- 
lington had  not  been  favoured  as  other  cities  had 
been.  Its  citizens  had  not  even  had  a  clock  pre- 
sented to  them  ;  they  had  persistently  been  left 
out  in  the  cold.  Auckland  came  down  and  got 
gifts  ;  Christchurch  had  enormous  funds  and  en- 
dowments  

Mr.  HALL.— Oh! 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  was  astonishing  how 
poor  people  could  make  themselves  when  they 
wanted  something  more.  Christchurch  had  enor- 
mous funds  and  endowments ;  and  Dunedin  was 
extravagantly  rich.  Wellington  had  been  left 
systematically  out  in  the  cold;  and  he  could 
assure  the  Government  that  they  were  going  to 
get  justice  from  this  time  forth.    They  were  not 

foing  to  give  this  Te  Aro  Beclamation  to  the 
[arbour  Board.  They  meant  to  keep  it  as  an 
endowment  for  the  City  of  Wellington.  They 
had  the  Crown  grant  to  the  foreshore,  and  they 
meant  to  reclaim  the  knd  and  sell  part  of  it,  in 
order  that  they  might  year  by  year  carry  on  the 
necessary  improvements  in  the  city.  But  it  was 
a  yery  remarkable  fact,  and  one  that  he  hoped 
the  House  would  bear  in  mind  when  it  came  to 
consider  the  matter,  that,  whilst  this  Harbour 
Board  would  have  no  power  to  do  any  good,  it 
would,  under  the  general  Harbours  Act,  have 
very  considerable  power  to  meddle  and  muddle. 
It  could  make  by-laws,  and  under  the  powers 
conferred  by  these  by-laws  it  could  give  the  Cor- 
poration a  great  deal  of  trouble,  even  upon  its 
own  wharf.  It  would  have  power  under  these 
by-laws  to  regulate  the  times  at  which,  and  the 
places  to  which,  vessels  should  be  moved ;  it  could 
regulate  the  storing  and  deposit  of  goods,  make 
special  regulations  in  the  case  of  dangerous  goods, 
make  rules  for  the  landing  and  embarking  of  pas- 
sengers, and  the  taking-in  and  delivery  of  ballast. 
Kow,  although  the  Harbour  Board  would  have 
these  powers  under  the  general  Harbours  Act, 
he  did  not  see  how  it  could  possibly  come  on  to 
the  Corporation  wharf,  which  was  ideally  private 
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property,  for  it  was  not  part  of  the  Oorporatioo 
property  in  any  sense.  It  was  bought  by  the 
Corporation,  and  was  worked  for  the  benefit  of 
the  citizens  at  large ;  and  yet  the  revenue  derired 
from  it  was  not  Corporation  revenue  in  the  strict 
sense  of  the  term.  He  did  not  rcry  well  »ee 
how  the  Harbour  Board  could  give  orders  to  the 
servants  of  the  Corporation  employed  on  the 
wharf,  over  whom  they  ought  certainly  to  have 
no  control.  Then,  again,  the  Board  oould  say 
that  the  land  proposed  to  be  reclaimed  by  the 
Corporation  must  be  drained  in  a  particular  way, 
and  that  the  streets  must  be  laid  off  under  thar 
direction.  All  these  things  convinced  him  that 
it  would  be  a  very  bad  thing  to  have  two  bodies 
in  existence,  for  the  one  must  come  into  conflict 
with  the  other,  and  a  very  awkward  and  unplea- 
sant state  of  things  would  be  the  result.  He  felt 
that  he  was  labouring  under  a  very  great  disad- 
vantage in  dealing  with  the  whole  question,  be- 
cause his  colleague,  who  had  as  yet  placed  little 
or  no  information  before  them,  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  replying  coolly  and  calmly  to  the 
arguments  he  had  adduced.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  House  waa  going  to  set  up  a  Har- 
bour Board  or  not ;  but,  even  if  it  were,  he  did 
not  think  it  would  set  up  a  Harbour  Board  of 
this  particular  character.  His  colleague  had  pro- 
perly remarked  that  this  harbour  waa  a  colooitl 
harbour:  but  the  City  Council  had  always  en- 
deavoured to  look  at  it  in  that  light.  It  had 
managed  it  from  that  standpoint.  It  had  made 
by-laws,  not  for  the  benefit  of  any  particular 
section  of  the  country,  but  for  the  benefit  of 
the  colony  as  a  whole;  and,  standing  there  as 
the  representative  of  the  City  Council,  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  say  that  everything  had  been 
done  that  possibly  could  be  done  to  give  effect 
to  a  large  national  view  of  the  matter.  He 
appealed  to  his  colleague  to  say  whether  this 
was  not  so;  and  it  was  a  poor  compliment 
to  the  ratepayers  who  had  invested  their  monej 
in  the  purchase  of  this  wharf,  and  had  Ijorrowed 
money  to  extend  it,  to  say  that  they  were  not 
capable  of  managing  it  after  they  had  successfully 
managed  it  for  many  years.  It  waa  proposed  to 
supersede  the  City  Council  by  a  Harbour  Board, 
two  members  of  which  were  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Q-ovemor,  which  meant  the  Government.  If 
the  Government  were  going  to  give  a  large  en- 
dowment to  the  Board  there  might  be  some  pro- 
priety in  that.  Then,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  time  being  was 
to  be  a  member.  Now,  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce was  a  collection  of  a  hundred  gentlemen, 
each  one  of  them  representing  himsdbf.  About 
thirty  of  them,  who  took  an  active  int-erest  in 
this  matter,  paid  a  considerable  amount  in  wharf 
dues,  and  were  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  these 
dues  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  rate :  in  short, 
they  were  so  sensitive  upon  this  point  that  they 
eagerly  seized  upon  the  slightest  flaw  in  the  ac- 
counts rendered  to  them.  There  were  two  mem- 
bers of  that  Chamber  in  the  House — the  honor- 
able member  who  introduced  the  Bill,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Manawatu — who  could 
confirm  this  statement.  If  there  was  a  chip  in  a 
barrel,  or  the  smallest  break  in  a  box,  they  made 
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the  City  Council  suffer.  In  fact,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  was  exceedingly  wise  in  its  generation. 
Here  were  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  took  an 
actiTC  part  in  this  matter,  and  they  said  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce — which 
was  not  an  incorporated  body,  he  would  ask  the 
House  to  notice,  but  was  merely  a  number  of 
fortuitous  atoms  gathered  together  to  look  after 
their  own  interests  —  should  be  a  member  of 
the  Harbour  Board.  Here  were  a  number  of 
gentlemen  holding  a  few  meetings  in  the  year — 
meetings  which  might  never  be  held  again,  because 
they  were  not  held  under  or  in  compliance  with 
any  law — and  they  asked  that  tlie  chairman  of 
these  meetings  should  be  nominated  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Harbour  Board,  which  was  to  bare 
power  to  do  all  the  things  specified  in  the  Har- 
bours Act.  If  it  were  proposed  to  make  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Odd  Fellows*  Society  a  member  of 
this  Board  it  would  have  been  far  more  sensible ; 
and  he  said  so  advisedly,  because  the  President 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  would  be  the  representative 
of  a  much  larger  number  of  people,  and  he  would 
be  the  representative  of  a  body  which  had  some 
sort  of  a  legal  incorporation.  This  Chamber  of 
Commerce  might  never  meet  again.  It  simply 
met  at  its  own  convenience.  But  not  only  was 
the  Chairman  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to 
have  a  seat  at  this  Board,  but  another  member 
was  to  bo  elected  by  the  Chamber.  They  were 
to  have  two  members ;  and  he  might  mention  that 
some  two  or  three  years  ago,  when  an  attempt 
was  made  to  form  a  Harbour  Board  and  the  City 
Council  acquiesced  in  the  proposal,  no  such  thing 
was  proposed  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
They  had  no  idea  that  such  a  thing  would  ever 
be  thought  of.  In  fact,  the  Chamber  said — what 
he  thought  was  a  very  sensible  thing — that  it  was 
absurd  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  should  become  a  member  of  the  Har- 
bour Board  simply  in  virtue  of  his  chairmanship. 
He  must  find  some  other  means  of  becoming  a 
member.  There  were  in  the  former  Bill  some 
grains  of  sense  in  comparison  with  the  present 
one,  inasmuch  as  provision  was  made  in  it  for 
giving  the  Harbour  Board  an  income  and  some 
work  to  do.  It  distinctly  and  definitely  proposed 
the  purchase  of  the  wharf  and  of  the  Te  Aro  fore- 
shore from  the  Council.  The  sum  of  money  fixed 
for  that  purpose  was  stated  in  the  Bill.  There 
being  now  proposed  to  be  two  members  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the  Board,  the  City 
Council — that  was  to  say,  tlie  body  representing 
the  whole  of  the  people  of  Wellington — were  to 
elect  one  member.  In  other  words,  the  Coun- 
cil, representing  the  whole  of  the  people  of  Wel- 
lington, were  to  have  onlv  the  same  power  of 
election  to  the  Board  as  tnese  thirty  gentlemen, 
the  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He 
asked  whether  that  was  a  very  feasible,  common- 
sense,  or  just  proposal.  The  City  Council  held 
the  wharf  for  the  people  of  Wellington,  and  yet 
they  were  to  do  only  as  much  as  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  the  matter.  Two  members  were  to 
bo  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  the  City  of  Wel- 
lington, one  by  the  County  Council  of  the  Hutt, 
and  one  by  the  County  Council  of  Wairarapa  East. 
If  there  waa  to  be  a  Harbour  Board  at  all,  he  did 


not  object  to  these  latter  appointments.  It  was 
recogmzing  to  a  certain  extent  a  principle  which 
he  held  very  strongly — that  these  localities,  having 
an  interest  in  the  Harbour  of  Wellington,  should 
have  representatives  on  the  Harbour  Board.  But 
he  would  point  out  that,  if  they  went  beyond  the 
City  of  Wellington  for  members  of  the  Harbour 
Board,  the  Bill  did  not  go  far  enough.  The  fact 
was  that  Napier  was  far  more  directly  interested 
in  the  Harbour  of  Wellington  than  either  Wai- 
rarapa East  or  the  Hutt,  for  far  more  goods  came 
from  Napier  to  Wellington  for  shipment  than 
from  either  of  the  above  places.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Bill  said  the 
City  Coimcil  of  Wellington  were  not  opposed  to 
the  Bill — that  was  to  say,  the  City  Council  had 
expressed  no  opposition  to  it.  He  had  no  wish 
to  conceal  anything,  and  he  was  quite  willing  the 
House  should  have  that  fact  before  it ;  but  it  so 
happened  that  the  majority  of  the  City  Council 
was  composed  of  gentlemen  who  were  also  mem- 
bers of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce :  in  point  of 
fact,  the  discussion  of  the  Bill  in  the  former  body 
was  but  a  repetition  of  the  discussion  in  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  therefore  much  weight 
should  not  be  attached  to  that  fact.  The  ma- 
jority in  the  Coimcil  was  7  to  6  in  favour  of  the 
Bill,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  pity  the  Council 
had  taken  the  view  it  did.  Knowing  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  knowing  as  he  did  very 
well  the  mind  of  the  people  of  Wellington  gene- 
rally, whom  he  had  to  represent  in  the  City 
Council  and  in  that  House,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  people  of  Wellington  were  dis- 
tinctly opposed  to  the  creation  of  this  Harbour 
Board.  He  was  very  strongly  convinced  that 
attempts  would  be  made  to  get  property  which 
belonged  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  city,  and  which 
they  had  already  pledged  with  the  rest  of  their 
property  for  money  to  perform  neceesary  works — 
to  work  upon  the  Government  and  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  get  that  property  taken 
aw^y  and  handed  over  to  the  Board.  That 
would  not  be  done  just  now.  The  Board  would 
go  on  drivelling  and  doing  nothing  for  twelve 
months,  and  then  it  would  come  down  to  this 
House  and  say,  "We  have  no  money;  we  have 
no  means  of  carrying  on  our  duties;  you  must 
create  endowments  so  as  to  enable  us  to  improve 
the  harbour."  Then  the  newly-created  Board 
would  get  the  foreshore  and  the  wharf,  and  on 
that  security  they  would  borrow  money  to  extend 
the  wharf.  How  could  they  borrow  money  upon 
the  wharf  now  ?  They  must  take  over  the  debt 
upon  it,  and,  in  doing  that,  they  would  have  done 
all  that  they  possibly  could  do,  as  the  wharf  was 
pledged  to  the  utmost  as  security  for  the  money 
raised  to  improve  it.  That  Board  would,  by  any 
means  in  its  power,  try  if  possible  to  deprive  the 
citizens  of  Wellington  as  a  whole  of  the  Te  Aro 
reclamation,  which  the  Council  was  about  to  carry 
out  after  the  rising  of  the  House.  When  the 
Board  did  that,  it  would  be  able  to  borrow  money, 
for  that  was  a  most  valuable  property.  But  he 
hardly  thought  the  House  would  do  that  which 
he  knew  was  opposed  to  the  wishes  of  the  people 
of  Wellington.  He  was  very  strongly  opposed 
to  the  principle  of  this  Bill,  and,  feeling  that  it 
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would  be  yery  injorious  to  the  intereati  of  a 
Iftrge  portion  of  the  people  of  the  City  of  Wel- 
lington that  this  Board  should  be  established,  he 
must  Tote  against  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  He 
might  explain,  in  conclusion,  that  what  he  sought 
to  arrive  at  was  that,  instead  of  a  distinct  Har- 
bour Board  being  created  in  the  House,  further 
powers  should  be  granted  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil—  the  powers  of  a  Harbour  'Board  having 
charge  of  the  pilotage  and  all  harbour  matters, 
to  that  they  might  have  the  whole  powers  and 
responsibility  of  a  Harbour  Board,  which  at  pre- 
sent they  did  not  possess. 

Colonel  TBIMBLE  looked  at  this  question 
firom  a  different  point  of  view  from  either  of  the 
honorable  members  who  had  addressed  the  House, 
and  perhaps  a  less  partial  one.  They,  no  doubt, 
looked  at  it  from  a  Wellington  point  of  view ;  but 
he  looked  at  it  from  a  totally  different  point  of 
view.  As  a  stranger  in  the  district,  he  could  not 
help  recognizing;  that  Wellington  Harbour  must 
sooner  or  later  become  a  very  great  emporium  of 
commerce.  That  must  strike  any  stranger  at  first 
view.  But,  if  it  was  ever  to  become  a  great  em- 
porium, he  believed  it  would  be  very  much  better 
to  start  afresh  in  regard  to  the  management  of  it. 
He  had  one  veiy  notable  instance  in  his  mind, 
where  a  trust  such  as  this  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  a  Corporation,  and  was  on  the  whole  well 
managed  by  that  Corporation  for  nearly  two  hun- 
dred years ;  but  it  was  managed  in  such  a  way 
that  commerce  was  nipped  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Corporation's  pocket.  The  upshot  x^as  that,  not- 
withstanding the  admirable  management  of  the 
trust  from  a  commercial  point  of  view,  the  people 
of  the  whole  country  rose  as  one  man  and  de- 
manded that  there  should  be  separation  —  not 
the  people  of  the  town,  not  the  people  of  the 
district ;  but  the  people  of  the  whole  kingdom. 
He  referred  to  the  contest  with  regard  to  the 
Port  of  Liverpool  some  years  ago.  •  It  was  then 
considered  a  misfortune  that  the  Corporation 
was  the  manager  of  the  trust,  that  it  was  not 
the  proper  body  to  manage  the  trust,  and  that 
the  management  should  be  taken  out  of  its  hands 
and  placed  under  the  control  of  a  separate  Board. 
And  the  result  had  been  exceedingly  satisfactory. 
The  fact  was,  a  Corporation  was  chosen  for  pur- 
poses entirely  different  from  the  duties  which  a 
Harbour  Board  had  to  fulfil.  A  Corporation 
might  be  very  well  adapted  indeed  for  attending 
to  the  drainage  of  the  town  or  the  paving  of  the 
streets,  but  in  managing  a  port  the  great  busi- 
ness was  to  look  to  the  interests  of  commerce  and 
commerce  alone — to  think  of  what  would  bring 
in  most  shipping  and  most  goods  to  the  port.  In 
doing  that,  the  Board  was  bound  to  give  the 
largest  possible  accommodation  for  the  smallest 
possible  amount  of  money.  That  must  neces- 
sarily be  of  enormous  advantage  to  the  town 
itself.  But,  supposing  the  Corporation  has  the 
management,  it  takes  a  portion  of  the  funds 
derivable  from  the  trust  for  its  own  municipal 
purposes.  The  indirect  benefits  derived  from  the 
proper  management  of  the  port  were  far  greater 
than  any  direct  benefit  that  might  arise  in  this 
case  to  the  people  of  Wellington  at  the  present 
time.  If  the  people  of  Wellington  who  were 
Mr,  HwtchUon 


opposed  to  thb  movement  would  take  a  hint  £pom 
one  who  had  no  personal  feeling  in  the  matter, 
they  would  support  the  formation  of  this  Board 
rather  than  oppose  it.  As  to  what  had  been  ea^ 
with  regard  to  additional  expense  in  the  employ- 
ment of  an  engineer,  he  might  say  that  he  doubted 
if  there  was  any  engineer  in  Wellington  at  the 
present  time  who  would  be  competent  to  look 
after  the  port.  The  question  of  the  composs- 
tion  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  having  been  re- 
ferred to,  he  might  say  that  such  bodies  consisted 
of  those  who  had  been  most  successful  in  attend- 
ing to  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  city.  If  that 
were  so,  and  if  the  port  was  to  be  governed  in  the 
interest  of  commerce,  he  could  imagine  no  more 
suitable  body  to  be  represented  on  that  Board. 
He  was  rather  surprised  to  hear  that  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Wellington  consisted  of  one  hun- 
dred members  ;  but,  whatever  the  number  might 
be,  it  was  certainly  a  body  admirably  suited  to 
be  represented  on  the  Harbour  Board.  He 
noticed  that  the  introducer  of  the  Bill  proposed 
to  give  only  one  member  to  be  elected  by  those 
who  paid  dues  to  the  amount  of  £10  a  year  and 
persons  owning  shipping  to  the  extent  of  fifty 
tons.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  would  accept 
a  suggestion  from  him,  he  would  point  out  that 
one  member  was  too  little  to  represent  these  two 
classes,  and  would  suggest  that  there  should  be 
one  member  to  represent  each  of  them.  It  was 
provided  that  if  a  person  came  under  both  classes 
he  would  have  two  votes.  He  would  recommend 
the  introducer  of  the  Bill  to  change  that  in  Com- 
mittee, so  that  each  would  have  a  vote  in  his  own 
class.  There  should  be  two  members — one  repre- 
senting the  payers  of  dues,  and  the  other  repre- 
senting registered  owners  of  shipping.  This  would 
make  the  number  twelve,  instead  of  eleven  ;  bat 
he  did  not  think  that  was  too  large  a  body  for  the 
purposes  of  the  trust.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would 
pass  with  such  amendments  as  might  be  found 
desirable,  and  he  felt  quite  confident  that,  if  the 
interests  of  the  Port  of  Wellington  were  fully 
considered,  some  such  Bill  as  this  must  be  passed. 
Mr.  LEVIN,  in  replying,  said  it  was  a  matter 
of  great  regret  to  him  that  his  colleague  was  so 
directly  opposed  to  himself  with  regard  to  this 
Bill,  because  Jie  believed  they  both  in  their  liearts 
had  exactly  the  same  motive — the  interests  of  the 
people  of  Wellington.  He  contended  that  by 
bringing  in  this  Bill  ho  was  doing  what  was  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  interests  and  advancement 
of  the  City  of  Wellington.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man had,  quite  unintentionally,  he  was  sure,  led 
the  House  to  rather  a  false  issue.  He  seemed  to 
say  that  the -desire  of  the  promoters  of  this  Bill 
was,  as  it  were,  to  rob  the  citizens  of  certain  pro- 
perties they  now  possessed,  and  instanced  the 
Queen's  Wharf  and  warehouse  and  the  Te  Aro 
reclamation.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Levin)  would  say  at 
once  that,  as  regarded  the  wharf  and  bonded  ware- 
house, it  was  quite  a  matter  for  the  citizens  (hem- 
selves,  through  the  voice  of  the  Councillors,  to 
decide  as  to  whether  they  would  part  with  these 
properties.  The  Bill  simply  took  power  to  boy 
them  if  the  Corporation  were  willing  to  sell :  tf 
they  were  not  willing  to  sell,  it  was  absolutely  in 
their  power  to  keep  them.    As  regarded  the  Te 
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Aro  reclamation,  no  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  who  had  dlBcussed  the  Bill  had  for 
one  single  moment  any  idea  of  depriving  the 
citizens  of  what  was  rightly  and  properly  their 
heritage.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  alluded 
to  the  Cliamber  of  Commerce.  Now,  he  was 
proud  to  acknowledge  his  connection  with  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Although  it  only  num- 
bered a  hundred  members,  although  at  its  meet- 
ings no  greater  number  than  thirty,  forty,  or 
fifty  attended,  still  he  maintained  it  was  an  in- 
stitution the  members  of  which  were  gentlemen 
who  had  a  right  to  speak  upon  such  a  subject 
as  this,  who  had  a  right  to  express  their  opinion 
as  to  what  they  conceived  would  conduce  not 
only  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  port, 
but  to  the  benefit  of  the  general  body  of  the 
inhabitants.  This  question  was  not  a  new  one 
with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  It  was  a 
matter  which  had  engaged  their  attention  for 
three  or  four  years  past,  and  on  all  occasions 
there  had  been  a  unanimously-expressed  opinion 
that  an  independent  Harbour  Board  was  almost 
essential.  He  would  go  beyond  that,  and  say 
that  he  believed  that  was  the  opinion  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  city ;  and  he  would  tell  the  House 
why.  In  the  late  electoral  contest  he  had  met  the 
citizens  throughout  the  city,  and  he  told  them  he 
was  a  supporter  of  a  Harbour  Board  Bill,  and 
that  he  would  do  his  best  to  obtain  the  passage 
of  such  a  Bill  through  the  House,  if  elected.  On 
no  single  occasion  did  he  hear  from  the  citizens 
then  assembled  expressions  of  disapproval  of  the 
course  which  he  told  them  he  intended  to  pursue. 
He  would  give  the  Iionorable  gentleman  credit 
for  being  perfectly  earnest  and  sincere  in  the 
views  he  expressed — which  were  the  views  held 
by  him  ever  since  he  had  been  in  public  life  in 
the  city — but  he  (Mr.  Levin)  maintained  that 
his  colleague  did  not  represent  the  opinions 
of  the  City  Coimcil,  who  were  practically  the 
present  administrators  of  the  harbour.  Before 
this  Bill  was  brought  before  the  last  session  of 
Parliament  the  Corporation  were  asked  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  whether  they  would  intro- 
duce the  Bill  themselves.  The  result  of  that 
invitation  was  a  conference  between  the  two 
bodies ;  and  a  further  result  of  that  conference 
was  the  following  resolution,  passed,  on  the  29th 
May  last,  by  a  majority  of  eight  to  four  in  the 
City  Council :  "  That,  wliile  the  Council  does 
not  desire  to  oppose  the  formation  of  a  Harbour 
Board,  it  does  not  deem  it  its  duty  to  take  the 
initiatory  steps  to  secure  the  establishment  of 
such  a  Board."  The  fact  of  this  resolution,  and 
the  fact  of  his  having  met  with  no  criticism  at 
the  hands  of  his  constituents  on  his  expressing 
an  intention  of  supporting  such  a  Bill,  were  suffi- 
cient evidence  to  ttie  House  that  he  did  represent 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  popular  feehng  in  the 
city.  There  was  no  gentleman  in  the  House  who 
would  be  more  loth  than  liimself  to  step  forward 
to  do  a  wrong  to  those  who  had  been  so  good  as 
to  send  him  to  that  House.  He  had  come  for- 
ward to  confer  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  benefit 
upon  them.  He  was  perfectly  certain,  situated 
as  they  were  here,  with  no  great  extent  of  land 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  city  which  could 


be  cultivated,  dependent  to  a  very  large  degree 
on  their  harbour,  which  was  their  wealth,  that 
any  Act  which  would  have  the  efiect  of  making 
this  place  an  emporium  of  trade,  at  any  rate 
for  the  settlements  in  the  neighbourhood,  must 
benefit  no  particular  class,  but  the  whole  commu- 
nity. As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  could  see  that 
the  whole  of  this  community  was  more  or  less 
dependent  upon  the  shipping  trade  of  the  port. 
Then,  the  honorable  member  had  been  so  good  as 
to  pass  very  severe  strictures  on  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce— and  he 
said  it  without  any  hesitation — was  not  influenced 
by  the  personal  motives  the  honorable  gentleman 
led  the  House  to  suppose.  He  (Mr.  Levin)  had 
occupied  the  distinguished  position  of  Chairman 
for  two  years,  and  he  was  bound  to  say  that  eveiy 
matter  brought  before  them  was  discussed  in  a 
most  impartial  manner,  and  the  only  desire  shown 
in  that  Chamber  was  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  City  of  Wellington.  But  the  honorable 
gentleman  himself,  in  1876,  when  a  Harbour 
Board  Bill  was  framed  by  a  committee  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  City  Council 
together,  did  not  at  all  object  to  the  introduction 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  element  into  the 
Bill.  He  held  in  his  hands  the  New  Zealand 
Times  of  the  12th  May,  1876,  and — amongst  other 
remarks  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  who, 
he  might  say,  was  then,  as  now,  opposing  the  Bill 
— he  said, — 

"  With  reference  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Harbour  Board,  he  regarded  it  as  very  much  a 
matter  of  indifference  almost  how  it  was  con- 
stituted, provided  the  interests  of  the  city  were 
properly  represented.  The  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce did  not  eeem  to  wish  to  be  represented ; 
but,  for  his  own  part,  he  thought  it  would  be  well 
for  them  to  be  represented  there." 

He  would  say,  further,  with  reference  to  the 
constitution  of  the  Harbour  Board  as  set  forth  in 
this  Bill,  that  its  promoters  had  written  to  him 
to  say  they  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  any 
reasonable  constitution  the  House  might  please 
to  make  in  Committee.  The  only  object  was 
to  get  an  independent  Harbour  Board  for  the 
port;  they  did  not,  in  reality,  care  two  straws 
who  composed  the  Board.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man said  that  one  single  body  with  large  powers 
and  responsibilities  was  much  more  likely  to 
induce  good  men  to  come  forward,  and  that  the 
duties  intrusted  to  them  woidd  be  much  more 
satisfactorily  performed,  than  if  tliey  had  a  num- 
ber of  small  bodies.  Now,  he  did  not  want  to 
make  charges  against  the  City  Council  in  con- 
nection with  the  management  of  the  wharf.  He 
must  say  that,  with  the  means  at  their  disposal, 
they  had  done  as  well  as  could  be  expected ;  but 
he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  they  had  done  as 
well  as  an  independent  body  would  have  done, 
because  they  could  not  give  the  time  that  these 
matters  required.  He  was  not  speaking  without 
book,  because  on  many  occasions  he  found,  from 
the  public  prints,  that  the  meetings  of  the  Cor- 
poration Wharf  Committee  had  lapsed  for  waht 
of  a  quorum  over  and  over  again.  He  contended 
that,  when  a  number  of  gentlemen  had  an  immense 
variety  of  matters  to  attend  to,  as  in  the  case  of 
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the  Corporation,  especially  when  the  Corporation 
was  combined  with  the  Harbour  Board,  suiHoient 
time  could  not  possibly  be  given  to  the  work. 
They  could  not  give  nearly  so  much  time  as 
would  be  bestowed  by  an  independent  Board 
formed  of  gentlemen  who,  at  the  outset,  would 
make  up  their  minds  to  give  up  a  certain  amount 
of  their  time  to  the  duties  devolTing  upon  tliem. 
He  was  sure  the  honorable  gentleman  would  give 
him  credit  for  not  bringing  up  a  variety  of  small 
instances  of  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Corporation. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  — I  should  like  to  hear 
them. 

Mr.  LEVIN  would  not  trouble  the  House 
with  them  on  this  occasion,  but  he  thought  honor- 
able members  themselves  would  Imve  quite  suffi- 
cient evidence  if  they  went  down  the  wliarf  of 
this  city — a  wharf  intended  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  something  like  24,000  people — and  ^aw 
how  incapable  it  was  of  meeting  the  strain  cast 
upon  it.  He  would  take  this  instance :  Over  and 
over  again  during  the  past  twelve  months  ships 
arriving  from  Home  with  valuable  cargoes,  worth 
£40,000  or  £50,000,  had  to  lie  out  in  the  stream 
waiting  for  a  berth  at  the  wliarf  for  one,  two,  and 
he  believed,  in  one  instance,  three  weeks.  It  was 
most  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  port  that 
£50,000  of  money,  irrespective  of  the  value  of 
the  ship's  time,  should  bo  lying  out  in  the 
harbour  for  weeks,  bearing  interest,  while  the 
goods  were  kept  from  the  consumers  of  the 
city.  A  Bill  to  constitute  a  Harbour  Board 
was  introduced  into  the  House  in  1876,  and 
passed  with  scaixiely  any  opposition  at  all.  It 
was  thrown  out  in  the  Upper  House  because  it 
contained  an  objectionable  clause,  which  was  also 
contained  in  many  other  Bills  of  the  same  nature 
at  that  time,  enabling  the  Board  to  borrow  money. 
All  Harbour  Bills,  quite  irrespective  of  their 
yalue,  were  on  that  occasion  thrown  out  in  the 
Upper  House.  It  was  not  on  the  merits  of  the 
Bill  at  all  that  that  decision  was  arrived  at.  He 
had  nothing  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  wharf 
charges  in  this  city.  He  conceded  to  the  Cor- 
poration that  they  had  always  been  most  ready  to 
meet  any  fair  demands  made  upon  them  for  the 
reduction  of  charges:  he  had  nothing  to  com- 
pUin  of  on  that  head.  But  the  promoters  of 
this  Bill  went  on  broader  groinds  than  that. 
They  did  not  want  to  quarrel  with  the  wharf 
management  as  to  whether  certain  goods  paid  a 
certain  amount  of  wharfage  or  not  The  object 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  was  eventually  to 
make  the  port,  as  far  as  possible,  a  free  port, 
by  constituting  a  Board  having  nothing  to  do 
but  to  administer  the  harbour  all'airs,  and  having 
comparatively  little  to  expend  in  anything  else 
but  in  developing  the  harbour.  For  these  reasons, 
he  hoped  the  House  would  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  forty-seven  minutes 
past  twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


Jfr,  Levin 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  24th  October,  1879. 


First  Beading— Second  Reading — Natire  Ezpendituv — 
Imprest  Supplj  Bill  (No.  2). 

The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock  p.m. 
Pbayees. 

FIRST  READINa. 
Oamaru  Waterworks  Bill. 

SECOND  EEADINQ. 
Liverpool,  London,  and  Globe  Insurance  Com- 
pany Bill. 

NATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL,  in  moving 
the  motion  standiug  in  his  name,  said  he  was 
very  sorry  to  trouble  the  Council  with  anything 
that  was  pergonal  to  himself.  The  explanation 
for  his  doing  so  was  very  simple,  and  he  would 
endeavour  to  make  it  as  brief  as  possible.  When 
this  Committee  was  appointed,  honorable  mem- 
bers would  remember  that  he  expressed  hia  an- 
wiUingness  to  serve  upon  it  unless  it  was  intended 
to  serve  a  real  purpose  of  reform.  His  attention 
had  been  called  for  some  time  past  to  the  grave 
abuses  in  the  expenditure  of  the  Native  Depart- 
ment :  but  he  was  very  unwilling  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  this  investigation,  and  it  was  only  at 
the  request  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  that  he  con- 
sented to  serve  upon  it.  He  had  said  then  that 
the  labours  of  the  Committee  ought  not  to  be 
directed  in  any  way  by  party,  and  that  he  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  an  attempt  to  find  out 
the  faults  or  evils  of  any  particular  Minbter  or  Ad- 
ministrators. On  the  occasion  of  the  Committee's 
meeting — he  would  take  care  not  to  violate  the 
rule  which  prevented  honorable  member*  quoting 
evidciue  taken  before  the  Committee — what  hap- 
pened was  this :  He  was  endeavouring  to  lead 
the  Committee  to  details  which  he  thought  it  was 
essential  that  the  Council  should  become  ac- 
quainted with.  Without  making  any  accusatioa 
against  any  member  of  the  Committee,  or  without 
bringing  before  the  Council  particular  phrases, 
there  undoubtedly  was  expressed  in  the  Com- 
mittee an  opinion  that,  in  taking  that  course, 
he  was  taking  party  action.  Now,  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  man  in  the  Council  during 
this  session  who  had  stood  more  aloof  from  par- 
tisan action  tban  himself:  he  should  consider 
it  very  unworthy  of  himself  if,  as  a  member  of 
any  Committee,  he  allowed  himself  to  do  the  work 
intrusted  to  him  in  a  partisan  spirit.  And  he 
did  not  choose  to  submit  to  the  imputaticm  of 
being  actuated  by  party  motives  in  tracing  the 
sources,  and  indicating  what  he  believed  to  be 
the  ultimate  reform,  of  what  had  fast  grown  op 
to  be  a  very  great  scandal.  The  Native  expendi- 
ture, ever  since  1869,  had  been  going  on  at  the 
will  of  the  Native  Minister  almost  alone,  and  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  say,  what  ho  had  said  over  and 
over  again,  that,  in  his  opinion,  during  sueoeeaive 
Government*,  this  expenditure  had  been  carried 
on  with  great  extravagance,  and  without  r^rd 
to  that  control  of  Parliament  which  should  be 
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Btrictlj  maintained.  But  of  late  years,  and  eepe- 
oiallj  in  the  last  year  or  two  preceding  the  advent 
to  power  of  the  Grey  Administration,  efltorts  were 
being  sedulously  and  successfully  made  to  reduce 
the  course  of  Native  expenditure,  and  to  direct  it 
into  a  better  channel  than  before.  Now,  when  the 
late  Gk)vemment  came  into  power  the  most  posi- 
tive promises  were  given  that  the  Native  expendi- 
ture should  be  reduced,  and  that  they  were  enter- 
ing for  the  first  time  upon  a  period  of  purity,  re- 
trenchment, and  reform  in  that  department.  But 
the  fact  wa«  exactly  the  contrary;  for  in  the 
course  of  the  last  two  years — not  in  the  first  year, 
because  in  the  first  year  some  considerable  ap- 
proach to  reform  was  made,  but  in  the  last  year 
— they  found  themselves  launched  into  extra- 
vagances which  he  thought  were  not  justifiable, 
but  which,  if  ever  so  much  justifiable,  could  only 
be  BO  if  they  were  laid  before  Parliament  for 
approval  beforehand.  Last  session  he  moved  for 
a  return  of  the  excess  of  expenditure  upon  the 
Native  votes.  He  must  confess  that  he  was  very 
much  disappointed  to  find  that  time  after  time 
that  return  was  delayed  ;  and,  as  a  fact,  the 
Council  did  not  receive  it  until  this  session.  He 
wished  to  guard  liimself  entirely  from  saying  that 
the  late  Native  Minister  deserved  any  particular 
blame  :  they  had  no  business  to  attack  particular 
Ministers  for  particular  faults,  or  to  gratify  any 
objection  they  might  have  with  respect  to  the 
conduct  of  any  one  Minister:  they  could  only 
look  at  the  Ministry  as  a  whole.  It  was  their 
duty,  their  right,  and  their  obligation  to  the 
country,  when  they  saw  extravagance  carried  on 
in  half  a  dozen  departments,  not  to  accuse  parti- 
cular Ministers,  but  to  take  the  Government  as  a 
whole  as  being  parliamentarily  responsible ;  and 
it  was  in  that  sense  he  wished  to  speak.  He  would 
saj  that  the  expenditure  of  the  Native  Depart- 
ment had  been  extravagant  and  faulty;  but, 
before  an  opinion  of  that  sort  could  lead  to  any- 
thing like  reform,  some  one  must  undertake  the 
disagreeable  duty  of  exhibiting  the  extravagance, 
and  of  indicating  the  groundwork  of  ultimate 
reform.  The  Committee  had  osked  him  to  classify 
the  expenditure,  and  to  show  it  in  a  shape  in  which, 
he  must  say,  the  GK)vemment  ought  to  have  pro- 
duced the  return,  in  order  to  make  it  more  intel- 
hgible  to  the  Council.  But  he  certainly  would 
not  undertake  that  work  himself  if  he  were  to 
be  subjected  to  the  imputation  of  being  actuated 
by  party  motives,  and  of  doing  mere  party  work. 
He  would  leave  to  others  the  labour  and  the 
disagreeableness  tind  unpleasantness  of  it.  This 
inquiry  would  be  fruitless  and  valueless,  unless 
they  traced  these  evils  to  the  core  and  were  not 
ashamed  to  exhibit  them  :  not  in  any  unkind  or 
unfriendly  spirit  to  an  individual,  not  with  any 
idea  of  sacrificing  any  particular  Minister,  but  in 
the  exercise  of  their  parliamentary  right  to  hold 
every  Ministry  responsible  which  spent  money 
beyond  parliamentary  authority,  and  launched 
the  colony  into  liability  the  full  extent  of  which 
it  did  not  at  present  know.  He  would  ask  honor- 
able members  to  allow  him,  for  one  moment,  to 
give  to  the  Council  a  few  instances  of  what  he 
meant.  It  had  been  the  pride  of  former  Govern- 
ments, it  was  the  pride  of  his  honorable  and 


learned  friend  opposite,  when  he  had  a  large 
influence  in  the  Government  of  the  countiy,  to 
devote  the  fund  set  apart  by  the  Constitution  Act 
for  the  benefit  and  welfare  of  the  Native  people, 
a  fund  which  was-  not  brought  under  the  annual 
review  and  control  of  Parliament,  to  the  welfare 
and  future  benefit  of  the  Native  people  ;  but  they 
were  now  and  for  the  first  time  treating  this  fund 
as  a  source  to  which  they  could  refer  doubtful  ex- 
penditure, and  as  a  means  by  which  that  expen- 
diture could  be  so  separated  and  divided  as  to 
render  it  difficult  to  trace  it  with  any  accuracy. 
In  that  Civil  list  there  would  be  found  a  largo 
amount  of  expenditure  as  cab  hire :  now,  this  was 
not  an  expenditure  to  which  the  Civil  list  ought 
to  be  applied :  it  was  strictly  a  contingency,  re- 
quiring to  be  voted  by  Parliament.  It  might  be 
most  necessary  there  should  be  a  sum  voted  for 
that  purpose  ;  but,  if  voted,  it  ought  to  be  voted 
specifically.  In  the  same  way,  they  found  that 
there  were  gratuities,  without  any  record  of  what 
they  were,  so  far  as  the  return  informed  them, 
but  which  were  paid  direct  to  the  Native  Minister, 
not  stating  what  they  were;  and  many  other 
items  of  the  same  kind,  such  as  saloon  passages 
of  Natives  in  steamers,  and  a  gratuity  to  Joshua 
Jones,  a  gentleman  whose  grat^iities  were  to  be 
found  in  many  places  of  the  public  appropriation. 
He  gave  these  instances  not  with  any  sinister 
design,  but  to  show  that  they  were  getting  into 
a  course  of  extravagance  and  disregard  of  self- 
restraint  which  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  put 
a  stop  to.  Did  the  Council  suppose  that  these 
items  of  expenditure  would  be  easily  found  ?  Not 
a  bit  of  it.  When  they  called  the  accountants  of 
the  Native  Department  before  them,  they  found, 
in  a  column  called  "  Incidental,"  in  the  Native 
land  purchases,  a  large,  but  unknown  and  un- 
stat^  amount,  which  was  expended,  and  which 
they  had  not  yet  traced.  He  was  not  saying 
that  this  expenditure  might  not  be  justifiable, 
but  the  items  had  yet  to  be  traced  out,  and 
the  reasons  for  them  ascertained,  with  a  view 
to  supplying  a  remedy  for  whatever  abuses  there 
might  be.  Again,  if  they  looked  at  the  return 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  Native-land-purchase  ex- 
penditure, and  read  the  Statement  or  the  Native 
Minister,  which  he  had  gone  to  hear  in  another 
place  the  other  evening,  they  would  find  that, 
while  the  amount  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
Native  land  was  £710,000,  there  was  a  only  blank 
for  the  liabilities  on  account  of  negotiations  which 
were  in  progress ;  and,  when  endeavouring  to  trace 
the  liabilities,  tltey  had  found  it  impossible  to 
estimate  them,  except  in  an  arbitrary  manner, 
and  the  Committee  had  directed  a  return  to  be 
prepared  upon  estimate.  Now,  all  this  work 
required  a  great  deal  of  attention,  a  great  deal 
of  labour,  and,  above  all,  no  imputations  on 
those  members  who  had  to  do  it;  and  it  was 
because  he  had  been  met  with  imputations  that 
he  asked  the  Council  to  reheve  him  of  his  duties 
as  a  member  of  this  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  he  would 
second  the  motion  pro  formd  ;  but  he  earnestly 
desired  that  it  might  not  be  carried,  because  he 
would  not  hke  to  see  the  honorable  member's 
name  discharged  from  the  Committee.    He  muBt 
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saj  he  thought  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
brought  in  this  motion  without  sufficient  reason 
for  doing  so,  and  that  he  had  quite  misunderstood 
the  intention  of  remarks  made  in  the  discussions 
of  the  Committee  —  discussions  which  had  not 
been  at  all  acrimonious  and  had  not  shown  much 
dirersitj  of  opinion,  because  the  Committee  were 
unanimously  agreed  not  only  in  substance,  but  in 
spirit.  He  believed  the  inquiry  had  not  been 
prompted  in  a  personal  spirit,  and  that  the  Council 
had  intended  the  Committee  to  have  a  political, 
not  party,  object — the  good  of  the  country.  Re- 
cognizing that,  he  was  quite  willing  to  lend  all 
the  assistance  in  his  power  ;  but,  after  the  general 
features  of  the  plan  of  operations  had  been  de- 
cided upon,  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  had  made 
the  remark  that  the  inquiry  had  practically  come 
from  another  place,  because  it  had  been  found  im- 
possible to  get  it  on  there.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man took  that  allusion  to  himself,  for  what  rea- 
son he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  could  not  explain, 
because  he  was  not  the  member  who  had  moved 
for  the  Committee,  nor  was  he  in  the  slightest 
degree  identified  personally  with  what  had  taken 
place  in  the  matter.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  re- 
pudiated any  partisan  action  whatever.  However, 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  taken  the  allusion 
to  himself,  although  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  at 
the  time  endeavoured  to  assure  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  he  had  no  such  intention.  One 
gentleman  who  sat  beside  him  on  the  occasion, 
however,  had  caught  the  tenor  of  his  remarks  and 
attached  to  them  no  other  meaning  than  what  he 
had  stated.  He  was  disappointed  that  the  honor- 
able member  had  not  accepted  his  assurance,  and 
that  he  had  preferred  to  come  to  the  Council  to 
ask  to  be  relieved  of  his  duties.  Some  gentlemen 
were  more  sensitive  than  others,  and  it  could 
scarcely  be  wondered  that,  as  he  was  prepared  to 
do  so  much  work  in  connection  with  the  matter, 
the  honorable  gentleman  should  be  exceedingly 
sensitive,  more  especially  as  he  had  shown  an  aver- 
sion to  party  spirit :  but  if  he  had  considered  what 
was  actually  said  he  would  have  seen  that  no 
unfair  accusation  was  brought  against  him;  and 
he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  would  be  sorry  indeed  if 
the  Council  indorsed  his  application.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  had  taken  advantage  of  this  mo- 
tion to  travel  out  of  the  record  considerably.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  usual  or  proper,  on  a  motion 
of  this  sort,  to  enter  into  the  general  question ; 
nor  did  he  think  it  was  necessary  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  in  his  explanation  concerning  the 
motion,  should  have  gone  into  such  matters  as  he 
had  gone  into — for  instance,  such  a  matter  as  a 
comparison  between  the  action  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment and  that  of  its  predecessor.  He  did  not 
think  that  was  altogether  fair.  But  the  honorable 
gentleman,  by  so  doing,  had  placed  him  (Colonel 
Whitmore)  under  the  responsibility  of  saying 
one  or  two  words  in  defence  of  the  G-ovemment 
of  which  he  had  been  a  member,  in  order  to 
modify  in  some  degree  the  impression  which  the 
honorable  gentleman's  remarks  might  otherwise 
create.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  that  the 
return  he  had  asked  for  last  session  was  not 
produced;  and  he  complained  of  delay.  Well, 
in  answer  to  that,  he  had  to  say  this :  They  all 
Son.  Colonel  Whitmort 


knew  that  when  the  financial  year  ended  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  work  in  the  departments,  and 
that  during  the  first  month  of  the  new  year  it 
was  not  easy  to  produce  returns  of  that  kind. 
There  was  no  reason  to  make  a  point  about  the 
non-production  of  this  return,  because  the  ho»^ 
,  able  gentleman  must  know  that  other  retams 
'  which  were  ordered  during  the  same  ces«MRi 
were  not  produced  during  its  continuance.  The 
truth  was,  the  session  was  too  short  to  enable 
the  order  of  the  Council  to  be  complied  with ; 
but  the  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  have 
been  desirous  of  producing  the  impression  that 
the  return  had  not  been  produced  becaoae  of 
intention  or  remissness.  He  thought,  however, 
he  had  refuted  that.  He  did  not  suppose  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  any  personal  feeling  in 
I  the  matter,  or  that  he  desired  to  prejudice  the 
late  Government;  but  surely  he  must  see  that 
I  the  way  in  which  he  had  put  the  matter  was 
unfair,  since  the  honorable  gentleman  had  gone 
'  on  to  read  out  items  in  wluch  the  late  Native 
'  Minister's  name  occurred  frequently,  and  about 
,  which  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  fighting  in 
I  another  place.  For  instance,  there  was  the  alla- 
,  sion  to  Joshua  Jones.  Now,  tliis  Mr.  Joshua  Jonea 
had  been  acting  as  agent  for  the  Native  Depart- 
!  ment  for  two  or  three  years,  and  he  got  for  his 
services  under  £200  a  year  in  alL  That  appeared 
,  to  bo  a  moderate  sum — other  agenta  got  larger 
sums — and  an  agent  was  particularly  required  at 
the  spot,  which  was  on  the  confines  of  what  was 
called  the  King's  district,  and  near  the  White  Clifls, 
which  was  delicate  ground.  Then  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  produce  a 
somewhat  injurious  impression  when  ne  quoted 
such  an  item  as  £80  for  the  eradication  of  scab 
on  the  East  Coast,  without  at  the  same  time 
informing  the  Council  that  this  was  the  tail-end 
of  an  expenditure  voted  by  Parliament  in  former 
years,  because  honorable  gentlemen  would  think 
such  an  expenditure  was  without  precedent,  and 
that  the  Government  could  have  aroided  carry- 
ing it  out.  Even  if  it  had  been  a  new  expendi- 
ture, and  in  another  part  of  the  country,  was 
it  an  expenditure  that  should  be  ill-regarded, 
under  the  circumstances?  Another  item  which 
was  referred  to  was  that  of  the  Waitara  ban- 
quet. If  the  honorable  gentleman  had  merely 
said  these  were  items  which  ought  to  be  inquired 
into,  it  would  have  been  a  fair  thing ;  but  he  had 
spoken  as  if  such  items  were  not  to  be  found  in 
the  records  ever  since  this  system  of  things  was 
commenced  in  1869.  It  was  monstrously  unfair 
to  expect  a  new  Native  Minister  to  carry  out  a 
system  which  the  whole  colony  had  indorsed — 
had  insisted  upon  being  carried  out — and  to  gain 
equal  if  not  greater  results,  without  having  the 
same  means  at  his  disposal  as  his  predecessors  had 
had.  It  was  known  perfectly  well  that  there  were 
items  analogous  to  those  read  over  to  be  found 
in  the  records  ever  since  1869,  and  —  although 
he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  had  always  been  opposed 
to  that  system,  and  although  the  late  Native 
Minister  had  set  his  face  against  every  expendi- 
ture he  did  not  think  defensible — ^he  would  point 
out  that  this  great  change  could  not  take  place  at 
once.     The  honorable  gentleman  had  anmittrfwi 
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that  in  the  first  year  there  was  an  improvement, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  much  more  would  have 
been  done  had  it  not  been  for  circumstances  over 
Trhich  the  Goremment  had  no  control.  Last 
year  there  was  eo  much  difficultj  with  the  Natives, 
and  such  great  questions  had  arisen,  that  neces- 
sarily there  had  been  an  increase  in  the  expen- 
diture ;  yet,  if  the  accounts  were  looked  into,  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  excess  was  quite  unworthy 
of  the  extravagant  language  used  in  regard  to  it. 
Certainly  the  vote  had  not  been  exceeded  by  more 
than  £10,000  altogether.  He  did  not  know  how 
to  justify  this,  because  he  did  not  believe  in 
this  way  of  paying  the  Natives  for  their  services, 
giving  them  busts  and  tombstones,  and  so  on  ; 
but  he  contended  that  it  was  part  of  the  system 
which  had  been  in  rogue  for  years.  Was  tiiere 
a  gentleman  who  did  not  remember  the  extra- 
ordinary-looking object  which  used  to  stand  in 
the  smoking-room,  and  was  now  in  the  library, 
which  was  supposed  to  be  a  bust  of  the  Queen, 
and  had  been  presented  to  some  of  the  allies  of 
•  the  colony  ?  That  was  bought  in  the  same  way 
as  the  bust  which  had  been  alluded  to,  but  the 
Natives  would  not  accept  it.  This  bust  to  which 
allusion  had  been  made,  and  which  he  believed 
was  the  article  referred  to  in  a  description  of  the 
New  Zealand  Court  at  the  Sydney  Exhibition, 
was  that  of  Hapuka,  a  chief  who  in  the  early 
days  had  done  a  great  deal  for  the  colony,  and  to 
whom  the  colony  had  always  thought  it  right  to 
pay  a  considerable  pension.  He  was  a  chief  who 
had  endangered  his  existence  and  that  of  his 
whole  tribe  through  the  assistance  he  gave  in 
the  acquirement  of  land  in  Hawke's  Bay  by  the 
Gt)vernment.  He  had  fought  for  that  for  years, 
and  was  looked  upon  by  the  rest  of  the  Natives 
in  that  part  of  tno  district  as  having  sacrificed 
himself  to  the  interests  of  the  pakehas.  If,  then, 
the  Government  thought  it  right,  on  that  man's 
death,  to  show  the  Maoris  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held,  by  the  expenditure  of  this  sum,  was 
it  an  expenditure  which  should  be  looked  upon 
with  disfavour  ?  Then  the  honorable  gentleman 
objected  to  the  incidental  expenses  connected 
with  land  purchases;  and  that  brought  him 
(Colonel  Whitmore)  to  the  Native  land  trans- 
actions. From  the  return  which  had  been  pre- 
sented, it  would  be  seen  that  the  Government 
had  acquired  2,278,585  acres  for  £347,207.  And 
he  must  say  that  that  return  had  modified  his 
opinion  in  regard  to  this  subject,  because  he  had 
always  thought  that  the  colony  had  paid  too 
much  for  what  it  got.  The  honorable  gentleman 
said  that  the  incidental  expenditure  should  have 
been  shown,  and  that  especially  the  liabilities 
should  have  been  stated.  Now,  as  to  the  lia- 
bilities, it  was  impossible  to  state  them,  for  this 
reason :  that  the  Government  purchased  land  by 
the  aore,  and,  although  a  preliminary  survey  was 
taken,  it  was  often  of  a  very  unreliable  nature, 
mainly  the  result  of  guess-work,  a  survey  not 
conducted  by  a  surveyor;  and  when  the  land 
came  to  be  passed  through  the  Court  and  a  scien- 
tific survey  made  the  land  turned  out  either  very 
much  lees  than,  or  greatly  in  excess  of,  the  acreage 
before  given.  Therefore  any  liabilities  fram^ 
upon  such  data  most  be  of  a  haphazard  charac- 
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ter.  The  incidental  expenses  would  probably 
embrace  many  items  which,  looked  at  askance, 
would  appear  unjustifiable ;  but,  with  respect  to 
every  expenditure  the  country  was  put  to  in  con- 
nection with  land  purchases,  whether  it  were  to 
bring  down  Natives  to  wrangle  about  reserves 
or  about  boundaries,  or  whether  if  were  giving 
Natives  a  bonus  for  showing  the  countiy  or  in- 
ducing their  people  to  sell  the  land,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  Government,  in  a  matter  of 
this  sort,  had  to  deal  with  the  Natives  as  private 
persons  would  do  who  were  desiring  to  purchase 
Native  land,  and  could  not  object  to  pay  reason- 
able expenses.  A  private  individual  would  be 
very  glad  to  pay  those  expenses,  and  give  a  larffe 
bonus  to  his  agent  as  well.  Then  the  honorable 
gentleman  said  he  had  been  asked  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  classify  these  accounts.  That  certainly 
was  the  truth,  but  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
not  done  himself  justice.  It  was  a  very  laborious 
and  a  very  unpleasant  duty,  and  no  member  of 
the  Committee  would  have  ventured  to  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  do  that  work,  unless  he 
had  been  good  enough  to  offer  to  do  it  in  the 
first  place.  Had  the  honorable  gentleman  not 
taken  tliat  step,  it  would  never  have  entered  into 
anybody's  head  to  ask  him  to  undertake  the  duty. 
He  (Colonel  Whitmore)  certainly  would  not  have 
ventured  to  do  so,  because  he  knew  the  per- 
formance of  that  duty  meant  the  giving  up  of 
the  whole  of  one's  spare  time  for  a  week  or  two. 
Therefore  the  honorable  gentleman  scarcely  did 
himself  justice  when  he  said  he  had  been  re- 
quested to  undertake  the  duty.  As  to  the  gra- 
tuities which  the  late  Native  Minister  had 
paid  away  out  of  this  vote,  and  which  were 
not  accounted  for,  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  could 
only  say  that  when  these  vouchers  were  brought 
before  the  Committee  the  explanations  would 
accompany  them ;  and,  if  they  did  not,  the  late 
Native  Minister  could  easily  be  sent  for,  and  no 
doubt  would  be  quite  willing  to  give  the  neces- 
sary explanations.  But  the  honorable  gentleman 
led  the  Council  to  believe  that  no  explanation 
could  be  given,  and  seemed  to  create  an  impres- 
sion that  there  was  something  to  be  concealed — 
something  that  was  not  quite  straightforward ; 
and,  in  defence  of  his  late  colleague,  he  wished 
to  say  that  that  was  a  wrong  impression.  The 
honorable  gentleman  said  the  expenditure  had 
been  faulty,  extravagant,  and  wrong ;  but  surely 
it  would  be  time  enough  to  use  such  lang^uage 
as  that  when  the  Committee  had  inquired  into 
and  reported  upon  the  matter;  and,  until  in- 
quiry had  been  made,  and  it  had  been  found 
that  the  expenditure  was  contrary  to  precedent, 
practice,  and  reason,  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  no  right  to  prejudge  the  case.  Even  had 
he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  believed  that  there  had 
been  improper  expenditure  on  the  part  of  poli- 
tical opponents,  and  been  fighting  a  political 
battle  with  them,  he  should  not  have  felt  him- 
self justified  in  bringing  forward  so  sweeping  a 
charge  as  that  which  the  honorable  member  had 
brought  forward,  unless  he  had  sometliing  to  go 
upon.  With  the  single  exception  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  ascertained  that  there  were  sums 
charged  against  the  Civil  list  which  ought  to 
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appear  in  another  account,  they  had,  as  jet,  sub- 
stantiated nothing.  All  that  the  Committee  had 
done  had  been  to  agree  upon  the  course  irhich 
inquiries  shoidd  take,  and  they  had  taken  certain 
preliminary  steps ;  but  there  was  not  yet  sufficient 
evidence  to  enable  any  one  to  pass  judgment  upon 
the  late  Ministry  for  the  faultiuess,  the  extrava- 
gance, or  the  Vrongness  of  their  Native  expendi- 
ture. He  quite  agreed  with  his  honorable  friend 
as  to  the  principle ;  but  he  believed  it  would  be 
found  that  the  precedents  were  such  that  the 
system  followed  by  the  Government  could  not 
have  been  avoided  at  the  time.  He  said  that 
from  the  best  information  at  his  disposal,  and 
he  was  not  speaking  without  book.  However, 
while  he  entirely  accepted  all  responsibility  for 
the  action  of  his  late  colleagues,  and  fully  ad- 
mitted the  principle  that  one  Minister  must  stand 
or  fall  by  the  acts  of  his  colleagues,  still  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  that  all  the  details  of  the 
expenditure  in  every  department  could  be  known 
to  every  Minister,  or  that  he  could  be  aware 
what  had  been  the  custom  in  times  past ;  but  he 
had  been  informed  that  the  system  of  charging 
followed  by  the  late  Government  was  the  system 
which  had  been  followed  in  the  past.  There 
was  only  one  other  point  to  which  he  wished  to 
allude,  and  that  was,  whether  this  was  a  Com- 
mittee which  tbe  Council  ought  to  have  appointed 
at  all.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any  prece- 
dent  

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  rose  to  a  point 
of  order.  Was  it  competent  for  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  go  into  that  subject  ?  If  he  wished 
to  discuss  that  point,  must  he  not  give  notice  of 
motion  ? 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that,  as  the 
Council  had  deemed  it  right  to  appoint  the  Com- 
mittee, the  honorable  gentleman  could  not  on 
that  occasion  discuss  the  appointment  or  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  bowed  to  the 
ruling  of  the  Speaker,  but  was  bound  to  say  that 
when  tbe  Committee  was  appointed  he  had  no 
idea  its  scope  was  so  wide  as  it  now  seemed  to  be. 
The  honorable  the  mover  had  not  informed  the 
Council  that  it  was  intended  to  be  an  inquiry  into 
the  minor  items  of  the  department.  He  (Colonel 
Whitmore)  had  certainly  regarded  the  purpose  of 
the  Committee  as  being  confined  to  matters  of 
principle,  and  he  confessed  he  little  thought  the 
Committee  was  going  to  deal  with  matters  which 
could  more  properly  be  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  of  another 
place.  However,  he  should  bring  the  matter  up 
m  another  way. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  name  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  be  dis- 
charged from  the  Native  Expenditure  Com- 
mittee."-—(JTo  it.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell.) 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  tbe  honorable  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  on  the  subject,  especially  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  had  spoken  last,  had  travelled 
somewhat  out  of  the  record,  and  if  all  were  to  fol- 
low his  example  they  would  bring  on  a  general 
discussion  on  Native  affairs  and  Native  policy, 
to  take  part  in  which  he  was  quite  unprepared, 
Mon,  Colonel  Whitmort 


and  no  doubt  other  honorable  gentlem^Ri  found 
themselves  in  the  same  predicament.  The  qas- 
tion,  as  he  understood  it,  was  this  :  Wbetb«'.  fsr 
the  reasons  given  by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Beil, 
that  honorable  gentleman  should  be  discharged 
from  the  Committee.  He  (the  Hon.  Dr.  Polbn) 
would  be  exceedingly  sorry  if  the  Council  aoeedsd 
to  the  motion,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that,  beJbtt 
the  discussion  closed,  tbe  honorable  gentl^ua 
would  be  satisfied  that  it  was  the  general  desire 
of  the  Council  that  he  should  continue  to  hold 
the  position  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  bj 
the  Council.  Before  sitting  down,  he  wodd 
propose  to  the  Council  an  idtemative  by  whid 
the  difficulty  that  existed  might  be  obviated. 
When  the  Committee  was  appointed,  it  vm 
within  his  personal  knowledge  that  the  hononblc 
gentleman  who  took  upon  himself  the  duty — and 
he  deserved  credit  for  taking  upon  himself  such 
an  unpleasant  duty — of  bringing  forward  a  mo- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  this  Committee,  wm 
most  anxious  that  it  should  be  deprived  of  ny- 
thing  like  a  party  character  in  its  oonsUtutioa. 
The  honorable  gentleman  spoke  to  him  (the  Hoo. 
Dr.  Pollen)  on  the  subject,  and  wras  invited  aoi 
to  put  him  on  the  Committee,  inaamucb  ai^ 
rightly  or  wrongly,  his  doing  so  might  subject 
the  Committee  to'  a  suspicion,  so  far  at  least  as 
one  vote  was  concerned,  of  being  a  Inaieed 
Committee ;  and  his  honorable  friend  was  gocd 
enough  to  accept  that  suggestion,  and  leave  Im 
name  out.  Therefore  he  knew  that  the  hooor 
able  gentleman  had  endeavoured  so  to  ocmstilutt 
the  Committee  that,  while  tbe  late  Ghovemmest 
was  represented,  the  other  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  fair  and  impartial.  He  be- 
lieved that  object  had  been  attamed,  and  for  tbat 
reason  he  desired  there  should  be  no  cdiange  m 
the  present  constitution  of  the  Committee.  Os 
the  Committee  there  was  no  other  gentleman 
so  qualified  from  his  industry,  his  long  exp»i- 
ence  of  pubhc  affairs,  and  his  special  knowledfe 
of  the  Native  Department  as  the  Hon.  Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell  was  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  Council ;  and  he  regretted  thai 
that  gentleman  had  to  complain  that  he  had  met 
with  obstruction  in  discharging  tbe  very  dntv 
which  the  Council  desired  to  see  discharged— 
the  classification  of  Native  expenditure,  aoud  as 
analytical  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  public  money  had  been  applied  to  Native 
purposes  within  tbe  last  year.  He  waa  sure  thai 
no  gentleman  on  the  Committee  had  the  same 
official  knowledge,  and  the  same  ever-wilUngneff 
to  undertake  public  work  requisite  to  enable  him 
to  perform  the  task  satisfactorily,  as  that  bcoior- 
able  gentleman.  There  was  no  doubt  the  Nativi 
expenditure  within  the  last  year  had  been  abnor- 
mally excessive.  The  figures  were  there.  Tb^ 
showed  an  excess  of  expenditure  upon  every  vm 
of  the  votes  for  Native  purposes ;  and  aU  tbe 
Council  desired  to  know,  as  he  was  sure  it  would 
know,  was,  how  it  happened  that  this  very  large 
and  enormous  expenditure  had  been  incurred, 
and  what  value  the  country  had  received  for  tb« 
money.  That,  he  submitted,  was  a  question  which 
ought  to  have  no  party  character  at  all.  It  wis 
entirely  a  question  of  facts  and  of  figures.   A«i 
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therefore,  if  his  honorable  friend  Sir  F.  Billon  | 
Bell  had  found  that  he  met  in  that  Committee 
obstructions  which  prevented  him  carrying  out 
the  duties  which  were  imposed  upon  him — ob- 
structions which  would  prevent  the  Council 
receiving  the  special  services  in  this  case  which 
he  was  so  capable  of  rendering — the  course  to 
take  would  be,  not  to  remove  him  or  relieve  him 
from  the  discharge  of  the  duties  to  which  he  was 
appointed,  but  to  remove  the  obstructions,  as  far 
as  that  was  possible.  Therefore  he  proposed  to 
move,  as  an  amendment.  That  the  name  of  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  be  discharged  from  that 
Committee.  In  doing  this,  he  ventured  to  say 
to  his  honorable  and  gallant  friend  that,  if  the 
Council  accepted  this  amendment,  and  the  honor- 
able and  gallant  gentleman  would  be  good  enough 
to  indicate  to  him  any  honorable  member  of  the 
Council  whom  he  thought  most  fitted  to  take 
his  place  under  the  circumstances,  he  would  him- 
self have  great  pleasure  in  giving  notice  of  mo- 
tion that  the  name  of  thai  honorable  gentleman 
should  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  the  next 
sitting-day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  that,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee,  he  might  perhaps  be 
permitted  to  say  a  few  words,  and  he  should  not 
trouble  the  Council  with  many.  After  the  state- 
ment made  in  another  plact)  as  to  the  finances 
of  the  Native  Department,  he  thought  the  coun- 
try was  startled  by  hearing  that  the  expenditure 
during  the  past  fifteen  months  had  been  so  greatly 
in  excess  of  the  votes ;  but  it  was  still  more  start- 
ling to  learn  that  arrangements  had  been  entered 
into  by  the  land -purchase  section  of  the  depart- 
ment, involving  liabilities  —  extending,  certainly, 
over  more  than  one  year  —  amounting  to  about 
one  million.  The  statement  of  those  facts  no 
doubt  sharpened  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  accounts,  which  were  laid  upon  the  table 
about  the  same  time.  It  appeared  from  these 
accounts  that  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of 
extravagance  in  the  Native  Department,  and  that 
the  expenditure  had  very  largely  exceeded  the 
votes ;  and,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  in  what 
manner  or  direction  the  excess  had  been  incurred, 
in  the  hope  of  checking  such  excess  in  the  future, 
a  Committee  was  appointed,  on  the  motion  of  his 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Miller,  to  inquire  into  the 
matter.  In  a  debate  in  which  a  great  number  of 
members  of  the  Council  took  part,  they  all,  with 
a  single  exception,  approved  of  the  object  of  the 
Committee,  and  expressed  a  desire  that  this  in- 
vestigation should  proceed.  If  the  investigation 
was  to  be  of  any  value,  the  Committee  must  state 
the  facts :  it  must  state  the  truth,  no  matter 
what  the  result  might  be  to  individuals.  The 
Committee,  going  into  this  question  simply  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  truth  and  report  to  the 
Council,  was  bound  to  do  so  without  regard  to 
the  feelings  of  individuals  who  might  be  found  to 
have  transgressed  the  law  by  sanctioning  expen- 
diture in  excess  of  the  votes.  Now,  the  Com- 
mittee found  that  these  accounts  were  of  so  veiy 
peculiar  a  character  that,  unless  some  honorable 
member  were  appointed  on  it  wlio  had  a  special 
knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  department, 
the  Committee  would  find  it«elf  very  much  at 


sea.  As  had  been  said  by  previous  speakers, 
the  Committee  possessed  one  honorable  member 
who  had  that  special  knowledge,  and  a  special 
aptitude  for  work  in  a  greater  degree,  perhaps, 
than  any  other  honorable  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil. The  honorable  and  gallant  Colonel  opposite 
said  that  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  had  volunteered 
to  analyze  those  accounts.  The  Committee  con- 
sidered that  the  first  step  they  should  take,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  future  progress  of  the  in- 
quiry, was  to  classify  all  the  votes  and  items  of 
expenditure.  He  was  not  aware  that,  as  had 
been  stated  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore, 
the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  volunteered  to  under- 
take this.  It  was  not  done  when  he  (Mr.  Men- 
zies)  was  present,  and  the  resolution  which  was 
agreed  to,  requesting  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  to 
do  the  work,  was  passed  in  his  absence ;  but,  if 
that  honorable  gontleman  had  volunteered  to  do  it, 
it  would  have  been  only  a  further  instance  of  the 
readiness  to  undertake  any  work  for  the  public 
interest  which  had  characterized  his  public  life. 
Until  the  analysis  of  the  accounts  had  been 
carried  out,  the  Committee  would  be  unable  to 
see  their  way  clearly  as  to  what  to  report  to  the 
Council.  The  two  members  wlio  had  last  spoken 
had  borne  their  testimony,  as  he  had  done,  to  the 
special  aptitude  which  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell 
could  bring  to  bear  in  working  out  the  objects  of 
this  Committee,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  one  of 
the  most  injudicious  courses  that  could  be  adopted 
would  be  to  allow  an  honorable  gentleman  who 
had  this  special  aptitude  to  retire  from  the  Com- 
mittee. If  the  Council  should,  as  he  did  not 
expect  it  would,  agree  to  such  a  proposal,  the 
Committee  could  not  deal  with  the  question 
with  such  aptitude  as  would  otherwise  be  the 
case.  He  hoped  his  honorable  friend  (Dr.  Pollen) 
would  withdraw  his  amendment.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  any  necessity  for  it.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  his  honorable  and  gallant  friend 
(Colonel  Whitmore)  would  discharge  from  his 
mind  any  idea  that  there  might  be  some  party 
dodge  in  the  matter.  He  hoped  and  believed  the 
inquiry  would  be  conducted  entirely  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  service,  and  he  trusted  his 
honorable  and  gallant  friend  would  be  convinced 
of  this,  and  woiUd  co-operate,  as  he  had  no  doubt 
he  would  be  well  able  to  do,  in  assisting  the  Com- 
mittee to  arrive  at  a  conclusion.  He  hoped  the 
Council  would  not  only  negative  the  proposition 
of  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell,  but  would  do  so  in 
such  a  manner  as  would  assure  him  that  the 
Council  had  the  most  thorough  confidence  in  his 
impartiahty  in  the  matter,  and  his  special  apti- 
tude for  the  work  undertaken  by  the  CJommittee. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  thought  the  Hon.  Sir 
Dillon  Bell,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore,  as  well 
as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  had  abundantly  proved 
to  the  Council  that  they  ought  not  to  discharge 
the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  from  this  Committee. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  inform  them  that  the 
Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  was  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able members  of  that  Committee,  for  it  was  well 
known  that  there  was  no  honorable  gentleman  so 
willing  and  so  able  to  investigate  difficult  matters 
of  this  nature — matters  which,  he  might  say,  pre- 
sented themselyes  to  some  honorable  members  of 
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the  Committee  in  altogether  a  new  light— as  the 
Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell.  He,  for  one,  was  quite 
free  to  confess  that,  until  he  sat  on  this  Com- 
mittee, he  had  no  notion  of  the  extraordinarily 
tangled  weh  the  finances  of  the  Native  Depart- 
ment were  in.  As  had  been  already  explained  by 
the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell,  the  total  amount  under 
one  heading  of  expenditure  had  to  be  followed 
through  all  kinds  of  different  departments,  and 
unless  a  man  was  an  expert  he  would  become 
fsdrly  puzzled.  The  services  of  Sir  Dillon  Bell 
were  absolutely  necessary  to  the  Committee,  and 
he  felt  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  make  any 
further  appeal  to  the  Council  to  refuse  to  pass 
the  motion.  He  trusted  the  Hon.  Dr.  PoUen 
would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  for 
he  thought  that  if  the  honorable  p^entleman  were 
to  press  that  amendment  it  would  be  in  direct 
contradiction  of  the  spirit  which  animated  honor- 
able members  in  the  appointment  of  this  Com- 
mittee. If  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore's  name 
were  withdrawn  from  the  Committee,  he  thought 
it  would  be  a  very  great  pity,  because,  as  liad 
been  stated  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  they  were 
anxious  that  all  parties  should  be  represented 
on  the  Committee  ;  and  therefore  he  trusted  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  not  press  his  amend- 
ment. He  also  hoped  that  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon 
Bell,  seeing  what  was  no  doubt  the  feeling  of  the 
Council,  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  he  gathered,  from 
the  speeches  which  had  been  delivered  by  honor- 
able members,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Council  to  pass  the  original  motion,  and  he  begged, 
therefore,  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Hon.  CapUin  FRASER  would  ask  the 
Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
for  this  reason :  that  the  honorable  and  gallant 
Colonel  had  not  spoken  with  his  usual  amount 
of  consideration,  and  the  mover  of  the  motion 
must  be  aware  that  the  words  used  could  not 
be  applied  to  him.  The  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore 
was  not  present  when  Sir  Dillon  Bell  said  he 
would  withdraw  his  name  from  the  Committee  if 
it  were  simply  appointed  to  find  out  matters  against 
the  late  Ministry.  The  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore 
oould  not  possibly  have  been  aware  of  thi(>,  or  he 
would  not  have  used  the  observations  he  had  used. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  had 
no  idea  of  introducing  any  personal  matter,  and 
had  only  asked  the  Council  to  relieve  him  from 
a  position  which  was  extremely  disagreeable.  If 
the  Couneil  wanted  him  to  go  on  with  this 
inquiry,  he  would  only  do  so  on  the  understand- 
ing that  he  was  to  carry  it  right  through.  He 
disclaimed  any  party  feeling  or  desire  whatever 
in  this  matter.  All  he  desired  was  to  bring 
about  a  reform  in  Native  expenditure  that  would 
be  satisfactory  to  the  Council  and  to  the  country. 

Leave  to  withdraw  motion  refused,  and  motion 
negatived. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  2). 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third 
time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  nine 
o'clock  p.m. 

Son.  Mr.  MilUr 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  24th  October,  1879. 


First  Beadion— Auckland  City  West— Tajwrnui  Bailwij— 
Normanby-Opunake  Railway— Contempt  of  Coort— 
Parihaka  Natirea— Nelson  Lonatic  Aaylum- Grey 
Minbtry  — Maori  Eeserves  Vesting  Bill— Auckland 
Members  — Supply— Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  J>— 
Auckland  Members. 


Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Oreti  Bridge  and  Ferry  Reserres  Bill,  Har- 
bours Bill. 

AUCKLAND  CITY  WEST. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  petition  of  J.  Newman  against 
the  return  of  Messrs.  Wallis  and  Hurst  for  Audc- 
laud  City  West. 

The  report  was  read  as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
question  whether  the  forms  of  this  House  and 
the  requirements  of  the  Election  Petitions  Acts 
hare  been  comphed  with  by  the  petitioner  ia 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Newman  against  the  re- 
turn of  Dr.  Wallis  and  Mr.  Hurst  as  members 
of  the  House,  haye  the  honor  to  report  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

*'  The  Committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  the  forms  of  the  House  and  the  require- 
ments of  the  Election  Petitions  Acts  hare  not 
been  complied  with  by  the  petitioner  in  this  case. 

"  The  word  *  bribery,*  as  one  of  the  alleged 
charges,  has  been  interlined  in  the  petition,  and 
the  interlineation  is  a  breach  of  Standing  Order 
263,  because  it  is  not,  as  required  by  the  Order, 
signed  or  initialed  at  ectch  end  of  such  inter- 
liueation,  and  because  such  interlineation  is  not, 
as  also  required  by  the  Order,  *  indorsed  and  duly 
signed  and  attested  on  the  back  of  eyery  such 
petition  by  the  petitioner  or  petitioners.* 

"  The  petition  is  against  two  members  jointly 
named  therein.  Tlie  Committee  are  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  the  Election  Petitions  Acts  do 
not  sanction,  and  make  no  provision  for,  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  single  petition  against  the  return 
of  more  than  one  member. 

"  W.  OiSBOBNB,  Chaurman. 

*'24tl»  October,  1879.'* 

Mr.  PITT  moved,  Ihat  the  report  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  House  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  HISLOP  thought  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  taken  as  a  final  one.  The  Com- 
mittee had  been  chosen  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection,  and  was  very  fairly  constituted.  He 
believed  he  would  be  following  the  practice  usual 
on  such  occasions  as  the  present,  when  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law  had  not  been  complied 
with,  by  moving,  as  an  amendment.  That  the 
petition  be  ordered  to  be  withdrawn. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

TAPANUI  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  IRELAND  asked  the  Minister  for  PuUio 
Works,  If  the  Tapanui  line  of  railway  is  likely  to 
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be  completed  within  contract  time ;  and  if  the 
contractors  are  at  present  pushing  on  the  work  at 
a  reasonable  rate  ?  He  asked  the  question  be- 
cause be  had  received  letters  from  some  of  his 
constituents  stating  that  the  works  were  almost, 
if  not  entirely,  suspended. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  terms  upon  which  the 
contract  was  entered  into  were  somewhat  pecu- 
liar. It  would  be  remembered  that  the  pay- 
ments were  to  be  made  after  the  works  were  con- 
structed. The  works  were  carried  on  vigorously 
up  to  a  date  about  three  months  back,  since 
wnich  time  they  had  very  much  slackened,  and 
were  now  virtually  at  a  standstill.  Unless  great 
efforts  were  made  the  contract  could  not  be  com- 
pleted in  the  time  specified. 

Mr.  IRELAND  hoped  the  Government  would 
endeavour  to  push  the  work  on,  so  that  the  con- 
tract might  be  completed  within  the  speciiied 
time. 

NORMANBY-OPUNAKE  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  the 
Government  will  place  a  sum  on  the  estimates 
for  the  construction  of  a  light  line  of  railway 
from  or  near  Normanby  to  Opunake,  through  tlic 
Waimate  Plains,  with  the  view  of  settling  the 
Native  difficulty  on  the  West  Coast  on  a  per- 
manent bi&sis,  by  the  location  of  a  resident  popu- 
lation thereon  ?  He  believed  the  proper  poUcy 
in  dealing  with  the  Native  difficulty  on  the  West 
Coast  was  to  open  up  the  land  by  roads  and 
railways,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of 
people  upon  it.  He  would  like  the  present  Go- 
vernment to  state  what  their  intentions  were  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  because  a  work  of  this  kind 
would  settle  population  on  the  land,  and  in  that 
way  assist  greatly  in  the  solution  of  the  Native 
difficulty. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  honorable  gentleman  could 
hardly  expect  the  Government  to,  give  a  definite 
answer  to  his  question  at  the  present  time.  The 
whole  question  of  the  settlement  of  the  West 
Coast  was  one  which  the  Government  proposed 
to  consider  very  carefully  without  delay,  and  he 
would  take  an  opportunity  to  state  the  views  of 
the  Government  as  early  as  possible. 

CONTEMPT  OF  COURT. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  be  prepared  to  introduce  a  mea- 
sure to  define  with  some  precision  what  "contempt 
of  Court"  means ;  how  far  its  judicial  interpreta- 
tion shall  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  freedom  of 
pubUc  discussion ;  whether  it  shall  or  shall  not  be 
considered  a  penal  offence  j  and,  if  a  penal  offence, 
whether  it  shall  be  competent  for  a  Judge  to 
inflict  punishment  in  regard  thereof  summarily, 
or  only  under  the  usual  legal  safeguards  which 
protect  the  liberty  of  the  subject  ?  Perhaps  he 
might  be  permitted  to  read  a  newspaper  para- 
graph, the  appearance  of  which  had  induced  him 
to  put  the  question  on  the  Paper.  In  the  New 
Zealand  Times  of  the  23rd  October  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  appeared : — 

"  When  the  case  of  Richardson  v.  the  Bank  of 
New  South  Wales  was  called  on  yesterday,  at  the 
Supreme  Court,  Mr.'  Travers,  one  of  the  counsel 


for  the  defence,  addressed  his  Honor  with  refer- 
ence to  a  paragraph  which  had  appeared  in  our 
morning  contemporary  commenting  on  the  case. 
The  learned  gentleman  read  the  paragraph  in 
question,  and  contended  that  it  was  calculated  to 
prejudice  the  minds  of  jurymen.  He  thought 
the  publication  of  such  paragraphs  amounted  to 
contempt  of  Court.  His  Honor  said  the  para- 
graph did  not  seem  to  express  any  feeling,  but 
that  was  not  necessary  to  bring  it  within  the 
censure  of  the  Court.  Mr.  Travers  pointed  out 
that  it  was  a  statement  of  facts  from  one  point 
of  view  only.  His  Honor  thereupon  said  it  was 
highly  improper  to  publish  anything  (even  a 
declaration)  previous  to  its  coming  before  the 
Court.  It  was  certainly  improper  to  publish  a 
one-sided  account.  The  subject  then  dropped. 
Later  on,  however,  Mr.  Brandon  drew  his  Honor's 
attention  to  another  paragraph,  which  appeared 
in  an  evening  paper,  just  published,  which  con- 
tained a  statement  concerning  the  case  that  \>as 
entirely  false — namely,  that  a  week  ago  the  bank 
offered  to  settle  the  action  by  making  Mr.  Richai*d- 
son  a  present  of  the  £1,550  he  had  already  drawn 
under  the  letter  of  credit,  and  paying  his  legal 
costs,  but  that  plaintiff  had  declined  to  accept 
the  offer.  His  Honor  said  that, after  the  remarks 
he  had  made  in  the  morning,  he  was  perfectly 
astonished  that  such  comments  should  be  made ; 
and,  if  a  motion  at  the  proper  time  and  place 
were  made  to  bring  the  offending  newspapers 
before  him,  he  would  deal  with  the  matter,  and 
would  t«ach  them  that  his  remarks  were  not  to 
be  treated  with  contempt." 

He  supposed  the  newspapers  would  not  mind 
that;  but  the  whole  tenor  of  the  paragraph 
seemed  to  point  to  a  state  of  things  which  re- 
quired some  legislation  in  order  to  define  what 
contempt  of  Court  meant. 

LIr.  HALL  replied  that  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  consider  the  whole  subject  during  the 
recess. 

PARIHAKA  NATIVES. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther it  is  their  intention  to  ascertain  the  nature 
of  the  epidemic  raging  amongst  the  Natives  at 
Parihaka;  and,  if  found  contagious,  will  they 
take  the  necessary  precautions  to  prevent  it 
spreading  ?  He  saw  by  ihe  newspapers  that  an 
epidemic  was  raging  at  Pariliaka,  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  make  inquiries  into 
the  matter,  because,  if  the  epidemic  were  found 
to  be  of  a  contagious  nature,  they  should  take 
steps  to  prevent  its  spread. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  Government  had  in  its 
possession  a  good  deal  of  information  on  this 
subject,  and  he  did  not  think  further  inquiry 
would  add  to  that  information.  The  epidemic 
which  prevailed  at  Parihaka  was  a  kind  of  low 
fever,  of  a  character  pretty  well  ku6wn  on  that 
coast.  During  the  war  he  had  some  experience 
of  it  himself,  and  it  was  then  called  camp  fever. 
It  was  not  contagious ;  but,  even  if  it  were,  he 
was  totally  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  steps  the 
Government  could  take  to  prevent  it  spreading. 
H  the  honorable  gentleman  would  suggest  what 
the  Government  should  do  in  case  a  contagious 
fever  broke  out,  he  would  be  obliged  to  him. 
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NELSON  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  Whether  the  Q-ovemment  coutem- 
plato  reinstating  Thomas  Butler,  the  former 
Keeper  of  the  Nelson  Lunatic  Asylum,  in  office  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  before  announcing  the 
decision  of  the  GbTemment  with  regard  to  the 
matter,  he  would  recall  the  facts  of  the  case, 
which  were  as  follow  :  Li  September,  1876,  But- 
ler brought  charges  of  immorality  aeainst  the 
surgeon  and  matron  of  the  asylum,  which  were 
heard  by  the  Deputy  Superintendent  (Mr.  Curtis 
being  in  WeUington)  and  full  ExecutiTe,  and 
Butler  was  dismissed,  though  with  six  months* 
salary.  He  appealed  to  Mr.  Curtis,  who  refused 
to  interfere,  after  having  gone  carefully  through 
the  whole  case.  Abolition  occurring  immediately 
afterwards,  Butler  appealed  to  the  General  Qto- 
Temment,  who  declined  to  revise  the  decision 
of  the  Provincial  Executive.  In  1877,  he  peti- 
tioned the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  recommended  further 
inquiry.  A  Royal  Commission  was  issued  to  Dr. 
Skae  and  District-Judge  Broad,  who,  after  hearing 
Butler  by  counsel,  pronounced  the  charge  a  wilful 
and  malicious  falsehood.  In  1878,  Butler  again 
petitioned  the  House,  but  this  time  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  refused  to  entertain  the 
question.  Then  he  petitioned  the  Secretary  of 
State,  who  refused  to  interfere.  Previously  to 
this  he  had  petitioned  His  Excellency  the  Mar- 
quis of  Normanby,  and  had  written  several  letters 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  at  length  refused 
to  answer  them.  In  August  last,  he  petitioned 
His  Excellency  Sir  Hercules  Robinson,  enclosing 
another  petition  to  the  House.  Those  were  the 
facts  of  the  case ;  and  the  answer  of  the  Govern- 
ment was,  that  they  did  not  intend  to  reinstate 
Butler. 

GREY  MINISTRY. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  asked  me  yesterday  whether  I  would 
request  the  Governor  to  lay  on  the  table  of  the 
House  the  correspondence  that  had  passed  be- 
tween His  Excellency  and  the  late  Miuistry  with 
reference  to  their  resignation.  In  compliance 
with  the  honorable  gentleman's  wish,  I  have 
communicated  with  His  Excellency,  who  has 
authorized  me  to  say  that,  although  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  such  a  nature  tht.l  be  would  not 
himself  have  volunteered  to  present  it  to  the 
House,  he  felt  that  he  would  not  be  justified  in 
refusing  its  production  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man desired  that  it  should  be  laid  on  the  table ; 
but,  as  the  memoranda  contained  a  version  of  a 
conversation  that  had  taken  place  between  His 
Excellency  and  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  in  the  accuracy  of  which  His  Excellency 
was  unable  to  agree,  he  thought  it  right  at  the 
time  to  indorse  on  the  memoranda  his  own  version 
of  this  conversation :  and,  if  the  memoranda  were 
produced,  the  indorsement  referred  to  would  have 
to  be  produced  with  them.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  the  correspondence  should  be  produced, 
it  will  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  think  it  had  better  be  laid 
on  the  table.    I  think  it  is  also  desirable  that  I 


should  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  indorte- 
ment. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  will  lay  the  correspondence  on 
the  table  on  Tuesday,  and  the  honorable  gentle- 
man will  see  the  indorsement  then. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Sir,  I  wish  to  state  my  opinion 
that  an  indorsement  of  the  kind  referred  to  by 
the  Premier  is  a  continuation  of  the  correspond- 
ence. I  think,  if  the  GK>vemor  questioned  the 
accuracy  of  statements  made  by  his  Advisers,  he 
should  have  stated  so  at  the  time,  and  therefore 
it  would  be  only  just  that  I  should  be  allowed  to 
see  that  indorsement,  and  that  an  opportunity 
should  be  afforded  me  of  placing  my  indorsement 
upon  it  before  the  papers  are  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House.  I  am  sure  that  is  what  all  constitu- 
tional practice  would  show  ought  to  be  done.  I 
put  it  to  the  Government,  therefore,  that  they 
should  make  my  representations  to  the  Governor, 
and  that  further  consideration  should  be  given  to 
the  subject. 

Mr.  HALL. — Of  course,  I  shall  be  very  ^ad  to 
represent  the  honorable  gentleman's  wish  to  His 
Excellency  ;  but  I  cannot  see  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  any  absolute  claim  to  have,  as  it 
were,  the  last  word.  The  Governor  did  not  reply 
at  length  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  memoran- 
dum, because,  as  he  informs  me,  he  did  not  think 
that  it  would  serve  any  useful  purpose  to  continue 
the  correspondence.  The  indorsement  is  merely 
a  statement  of  His  Excellency's  recollection  of  the 
conversation.  I  should  have  thought  the  proper 
course  would  be  to  lay  the  correspondence  as  it  is 
on  the  table,  and  if  then  the  honorable  gentleman 
differs  from  His  Excellency's  version  of  the  con- 
versation he  can  state  to  the  House  wherein  he 
differs.  However,  it  is  not  for  me  to  decide — it 
is  for  His  Excellency  to  do  so ;  and  I  will  represent 
the  honorable  gentleman's  wish  to  His  Excellency, 
and  take  his  pleasure  upon  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — In  explanation,  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  still  remain  of  opinion  that,  if  t  here  is  a 
dispute  as  to  the  accuracy  of  my  version  of  the 
conversation,  I  have  a  right  to  see  the  indorse- 
ment before  the  papers  are  laid  on  the  table.  I 
have  no  wish  to  have  the  last  word.  Let  the 
Governor  continue  the  correspondence,  if  he 
desires.  I  can  only  say  I  know  of  no  grounds 
upon  which  he  can  dispute  the  accuracy  of  my 
statement  as  to  the  conversation  that  took  place. 
I  am  sure  the  honorable  gentleman  will  see  hit 
way  to  advise  His  Excellency  that  I  am  right. 

MAORI  RESERVES  VESTING  BILL. 
Sir  G.  GREY,  in  moving  for  leave  to  introdore 
this  Bill,  thought  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks in  consequence  of  what  fell  from  the  Native 
Minister  a  few  evenings  previously.  He  begged 
to  observe  that  the  object  of  himself  and  his  col- 
leagues during  the  time  tliey  were  in  office  had 
been,  as  far  as  possible,  to  reduce  the  business  of 
the  Native  Department,  and  by  degrees  to  abolish 
that  office  altogether.  In  pursuit  of  that  object, 
the  first  step  they  took  was  to  place  the  Hb- 
tive  schools  under  the  Education  Department; 
thereby  assimilating  as  far  as  possible  Native 
and  European  education  in  the  country,  and 
doing  away  entirely  with  the  bnmch  of  the  Native 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.]  JUhori  Sesenm  Vesting  Bill.  [HOUSE.]  AucUand  Members. 


615 


Department  which  had  that  subject  under  its 
charge.  Secondly,  a  Bill  similar  to  the  present 
was  prepared,  and  leave  obtained  to  introduce  it 
last  session,  placing  all  Native  reserves  in  the 
hands  of  the  Public  Trustee,  and  thus  taking  that 
dutj  also  from  the  Native  Department.  Another 
result  of  that  measure  would  be  of  very  great 
importance — an  importance  which  the  House 
could  hardly  estimate — namely,  that  individuals 
anxious  to  obtain  possession  of  Native  reserves 
would  not  have  to  apply  to  the  Government,  and 
it  would  not  be  the  interference  of  Ministers 
that  would  enable  them  to  get  possession  of  those 
reserves.  The  Native  reserves  would  be  dealt 
with  exactly  as  the  reserves  for  orphans  and 
other  persons  whose  property  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Public  Trustee.  Then,  supposing  he  was 
successful  in  carrying  this  Bill,  there  was  another 
measure  on  the  Order  Paper  which  would  en- 
tirely do  away  with  the  Native  Land  Purchase 
Department.  The  result  of  that  measure,  if  car- 
ried, would  be  that  the  Native  lands  in  future 
would  be  sold  in  the  public  market  in  small 
blocks  under  the  direction  of  the  Government, 
and  if  purchases  were  made  by  the  Government 
they  would  be  made  under  the  old  pre-emptive- 
right  regulations,  and  the  land  obtained  in  com- 
petition with  private  purchasers.  By  that  mea- 
sure that  branch  of  the  Native  Department 
would  be  abolished.  Thus,  three  of  the  great 
branches  of  the  business  of  the  Native  Depart- 
ment would  be  got  rid  of,  and  placed  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  proper  departments  of  the  Go- 
vernment that  regulated  the  pame  matters  for 
Buropeans.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House 
woula  give  him  leave  to  introduce  this  Bill, 
which  would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the 
whole  community. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

AUCKLAND  MEMBERS. 
Mr.  HALL. — Sir,  I  move,  That  the  notices  for 
leave  to  introduce  Bills  be  postponed.  I  stated 
yesterday  that  the  Government  would  to-day 
afford  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
an  opportunity  of  bringiiig  forward  the  motion 
which  for  some  time  past  he  has  been  anxious  to 
propose.  When  we  said  at  the  beginning  of  the 
week  that  we  were  anxious  for  a  vote  of  Supply, 
the  honorable  gentleman  intimated  that  he  and 
his  friends  would  not  refuse  Supply,  but  would 
probably  move  some  amendment  when  we  moved 
to  go  into  Committee.  To  afford  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  forward  his  amendment  and 
having  the  matter  settled  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, and  also  to  avoid  any  delay  in  the  neces- 
sary issues  for  the  public  service,  we  have  placed 
Supply  at  the  head  of  the  Order  Paper  to-day. 
We  propose  now  at  onoe  to  move  Supply,  and 
we  invite  the  honorable  gentleman  to  bring  for- 
ward his  motion.  The  honorable  gentleman  has 
several  times  stated  that  it  is  very  desirable 
this  matter  should  be  dealt  with  at  onoe  and 
disposed  of.  We  regret  extremely  the  delay 
that  has  taken  place,  and  we  very  cordially 
and  heartily  reciprocate  the  desire  expressed  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  for  an  early  settlement 
of  this  question.     We  therefore  eay  now,  what 


he  said  the  other  evening,  that  we  are  prepared 
to  go  into  the  matter  at  once,  and  come  to  a 
division  without  delay.  The  Treasurer  will  now 
move  that  the  House  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply ;  and  I  hope  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  will  respond  to  our  desire,  and  at 
once  move  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MOSS. —  I  would  put  it  to  you,  Sir, 
whether  it  would  not  be  well  for  the  Premier 
to  afford  to  us,  who  have  been  sitting  here  for 
the  last  fortnight  waiting  for  this  motion  to  come 
on,  some  explanation  of  the  causes  which  have  led 
to  this  sudden  change  in  his  ideas.  It  might 
have  some  effect  upon  us. 

Question  put.  That  the  notices  for  leave  to 
introduce  Bills  be  postponed  until  next  sitting- 
day. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  have  nothing  further  to  say, 
beyond  suggesting  that  the  Premier  might  kindly 
inform  us,  who  are  in  darkness  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  as  to  the  causes  which  have  led  to  thia 
great  change,  on  which  I  heartily  congratulate  the 
Government,  and  on  the  earnest  desire  shown  at 
the  present  time  to  facilitate  the  business  of  the 
country.  Hitherto  the  Government  have  been 
obstructing  the  business  of  the  country  in  a  most 
marked  manner,  to  our  great  regret  on  this  side 
of  the  House.  I  think  the  honorable  member 
might  let  us  know  the  cause  of  this  change,  as 
it  might  influence  us  in  the  same  way  as  it  has 
influenced  the  Government. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.—Apparently  the  delay 
has  not  been  altogether  fruitless.  Unfortunately 
the  forms  of  the  House  prevent  me  from  bring- 
ing on  my  motion,  and  we  have  no  wish  to  bar 
supply.  I  thought  the  Government  would  place 
us  in  a  position  to  come  to  a  direct  issue,  and  go 
into  the  question  at  once.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  adopt  my  suggestion,  to  place  my  mo- 
tion on  the  top  of  the  Order  Paper  next  sitting- 
day,  or  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  I  understand  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  has  stated 
that  he  has  no  wish  or  intention  to  refuse  or 
intercept  supply,  but  that  he  wishes  to  have  a 
distinct  reply  from  the  Premier  whether  he  will 
allow  the  no-confidence  motion  to  come  on  imme- 
diately afterwards.  That  is  a  matter  with  regard 
to  which  wtf,  on  this  side  of  the  House,  would 
Uke  to  hare  a  statement  from  the  honorable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  proper  course  would  be, 
after  supplies  are  granted — which  I  understand 
this  House  is  very  willing  to  agree  to — that  this 
motion  of  no-confidence  should  come  on  imme- 
diately, and  that  we  should  take  the  division  at 
the'  earliest  possible  moment  —  perhaps  to-day. 
What  I  wish,  and  what  I  think  honorable  mem- 
bers generally  wish,  is,  that  the  Premier  should 
state  whether  he  will  bring  on  the  motion  of 
no-confidence  immediately  after  supply. 

Mr.  HALL. — Sir,  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  has,  I  am  bound  to  say,  disap- 
pointed me.  We  have  had  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  repeated  declarations  of  the  sound 
constitutional  maxim  that,  on  the  motion  for 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply,  representatives 
had  a  right  to  state  their  gnevaaces.    We  had  ft 
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distinct  intimation  from  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers  that  ho  intended  to  bring  for- 
"ward  a  grievance  wheneTer  the  motion  for  going 
into  Committee  of  Supply  was  proposed ;  and  that 
is  the  onlj  thing  which  has  prevented  supply 
being  granted  before  row,  and  hss  prerented  cer- 
tain payments  out  of  the  public  chest.  There- 
fore, I  repeat  that  I  am  disappointed,  when  we 
tell  the  honorable  gentleman,  "  Now  we  give  you 
the  opportunity  you  hare  repeatedly  expressed 
your  wish  to  hare,  to  bring  forward  your  griey- 
ance,"  to  find  that  he  declines  to  ayail  himself  of 
that  opportunity.  HowoTer,  we  are  really  anxious 
to  get  on  with  the  business  of  the  country.  We 
do  not  stand  upon  forms  and  ceremonies ;  we  do 
not  stand  upon  trifles  in  our  desire  to  meet  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers.  Therefore, 
if  the  honorable  gentleman  declines  this  oppor- 
tunity of  entering  upon  this  debate,  we  will 
receive  him  in  the  form  which  he  desires  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  As  soon  as  supplies 
are  granted  for  the  public  service,  we  will  move 
the  postponement  of  all  other  business  in  order 
to  take  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  move,  That  you  do 
now  leave  the  chair  for  the  purpose  of  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Before  we  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply  I  would  like  to  make  one  or  two  remarks 
with  reference  to  the  Financial  Statement  laid 
before  us  by  the  Treasurer.  On  looking  into  the 
figures,  I  have  been  so  struck  with  the  disparity 
between  his  calculations  and  those  I  have  been 
able  to  make  that  I  thought  it  would  be  desir- 
able to  bring  the  matter  forward  in  order  to  have 
it  cleared  up.  I  speak  under  correction,  because, 
of  course,  I  have  not  access  to  o£Bcial  documents. 
The  difference  between  the  Treasurer  and  my- 
self is  something  like  £600,000.  I  think  that, 
if  the  deficit,  or  deficiency — I  do  not  know  the 
exact  official  word — were  taken  at  £311,000,  it 
woidd  be  much  nearer  the  mark  than  £911,000. 
I  have  not  had  sufficient  time  to  go  through  the 
figures  as  carefully  as  I  would  like;  but  there 
is  one  apparent  mistake  of  £354,000,  which  I 
would  like  the  Treasurer  to  explain.  If  honor- 
able members  will  turn  to  the  tables  referred  to 
in  the  Statement,  they  will  find  that  among  the 
estimated  and  actual  expenditure  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  for  the  financial  year  1878-79, 
including  liabilities  payable  in  respect  of  the 
year,  the  sum  of  £354,913  is  placed  at  the  bottom 
of  the  column  headed  "  Actual  Expenditure," 
and  it  mokes  a  total  expenditure  for  that  year, 
including  many  large  exceptional  payments,  of 
£4,006,000.  That  includes  the  liabilities  that 
were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year 
1878-79.  Now,  if  honorable  members  will  turn 
to  page  12,  which  shows  ''^the  estimated  revenue 
(from  present  sources  and  expenditure)  for  the 
financial  year  1879-60,"  they  will  find  the  ex- 
penditure, as  estimated  by  the  late  Government, 
put  down  at  £4,091,034,  less  £140,000  pro- 
posed to  be  defrayed  from  loan.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  sum  of  £854>000  is  again  included 
Mr.  Sail 


in  that  estimate.  The  late  Government^  when 
they  estimated  what  the  expenditure  would  be 
for  the  year  1879,  would  naturally  include  the 
liabilities  from  the  previous  year.  So  that  we 
should  be  actually  charging  thirteen  months* 
expenditure  against  twelve  months*  revenue,  and 
we  may  fairly  reduce  the  so-called  deficiency  by 
that  sum  of  £354,000.  There  is  another  sum  of 
£248.000  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  struck 
off  the  estimated  revenue  of  the  preceding  Qovem- 
nient.  I  do  not  know  why  that  sum  should  be 
struck  off.  I  do  not  know  upon  wh&t  grounds 
we  should  expect  so  large  a  falling-off  in  the 
revenue.  It  is  true  that  the  land  revenue  has 
fallen  off;  but  it  is  ^Iso  true  that  every  other 
source  of  revenue  has  kept  up  wonderfolly  well 
All  other  revenue  was,  last  year,  in  excess  of 
the  estimate,  and  it  will  probably  be  so  this 
year.  However,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has 
thought  fit  to  strike  off  very  material  amounts 
from  the  estimate  of  revenue  for  1879-80,  amouot- 
ing  altogether  to  £248.000.  The  receipts  from 
railways,  which  the  late  Government  estimated  at 
£950,000,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  reduced 
to  £900,000.  He  has  also  reduced  the  Custoios 
receipts  by  £50,000,  and  other  revenue  in  the 
Mime  way,  making  altogether  this  net  reduction 
of  £248,000.  The  land  sales  have  beep  reduced 
to  the  extraordinarily  small  sum  of  £248,000.  I 
do  not  think  the  land  sales  have  eyer  been  so 
low ;  and  I  remember  reading  a  table  appended 
to  the  Financial  Statement  of  two  years  ago, 
which  showed  distinctly  that  the  ayerage  li^ 
revenue  for  the  previous  ten  years  had  not 
been  less  than  £500,000.  I  do  not  know  why 
the  honorable  gentleman  now  puts  it  down  at 
£248,000  only.  It  seems  to  me  a  verj  arbitrary 
way  of  dealing  with  the  revenue  of  the  colony, 
and  at  this  particular  crisis,  when  we  are  en- 
deavouring to  negotiate  a  loan,  a  very  dangerous 
and  mischievous  way  of  dealing  with  it.  Why 
the  honorable  gentleman  should  have  taken  this 
particiUar  occasion  to  eay  that  we  anticipate  the 
revenue  for  the  next  year  will  be  so  much  short 
of  what  we  have  always  been  obtaining,  I  do  not 
know.  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  by  going 
into  various  other  mattera  which  might  be  lairiv 
debated  on  the  Financial  Statement.  I  thini 
what  I  have  stated  is  sufficient  to  show  that,  as 
matters  appear  in  the  tables,  there  is  a  pos- 
sible mistake  of  £354,913  in  the  firat  instance, 
in  having  included  that  sum  twice  over ;  and  I 
say  also  that  the  Treasurer  is  not  vrarranted  in 
reducing  the  estimate  of  revenue  by  £248,000. 
Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1878-79  —  the  jmr 
just  past — there  was  no  deficiency — according 
to  the  figures  the  honorable  member  himself 
has  brought  down  —  worthy  of  consideratian. 
Considermg  the  enormous  falling-off  in  the  Und 
revenue  during  that  year,  it  reflects  great  credit 
upon  the  late  Government  that  they  should  bare 
been  able  to  hand  over  the  finances  in  the  post* 
tion  in  which  they  did.  I  say  this  advisedly, 
after  carefully  considering  the  matter.  I  say,  for* 
ther,  that,  if  there  is  to  be  any  deficiency,  any 
trouble  at  all,  it  is  due  entirely  to  tiiose  honorable 
gentlemen  who  now  fill  the  Government  benehes, 
who  have  saddled  the  colony  with  a  systam  of 
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snbsidioB  or  bribes  to  make  the  Abolition  Act 

r datable.  It  is  to  that  our  troubles  will  be  due. 
do  not  wish  to  underrate  the  difficultj.  Clearly, 
if  we  go  on  borrowing  and  adding  to  our  lia- 
bilities, the  difficulties  will  increase ;  but  there  is 
nothing  in  the  present  position  of  the  colony  at 
which  wo  need  be  seriously  alarmed.  I  think 
the  honorable  gentleman,  on  reconsideration,  will 
find  the  absolute  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the 
colony  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year  will  be 
nearer  £311,000  than  £911,000.  The  statement 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  as  to  the  amount  of 
deficiency  is  one  which  I  am  sure  will  do  us  in- 
calculable harm,  and  it  is  more  to  be  regretted  if 
it  cannot  be  proved  to  be  indisputably  true.  If 
there  is  the  slightest  ground  for  believing  that 
it  is  an  exaggerated  statement,  then  I  say  a  great 
wrong  has  been  done  to  the  country  and  to  its 
credit,  which  has  now  become  one  of  its  most 
cherished  possessions.  Moreover,  the  Treasurer 
has  cut  down  the  estimate  of  the  Land  Fund 
below  what  might  be  reasonably  expected  to  be 
the  amount  this  year.  I  would  conclude  by 
asking  the  honorable  member  if  he  will,  in  reply, 
explain  to  us  whether  this  sum  of  £354,000  is 
dealt  with  in  the  one  table,  and  then  included 
in  the  following  table ;  also,  if  he  will  explain 
to  us  upon  what  ground  he  declares  that  the 
revenue  of  the  present  year  will  fall  so  much 
below  the  revenue  of  the  past,  and  below  the  cal- 
culations of  his  predecessors.  I  would  also  like 
him  to  explain  on  what  ground  he  has  estimated 
that  the  land  revenue  will  fall  below  the  esti- 
mate of  previous  years.  I  hope  this  information 
will  be  given  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the 
House  long  with  my  remarks,  but  I  think  this 
would  be  a  convenient  opportunity  to  set  right  a 
matter  which  has  been  set  wrong.  It  has  been 
put  before  the  world  that  the  Opposition  refused 
supplies.  There  is  no  more  patent  fact  to  this 
Parliament  than  that  the  Opposition  never  did 
refuse  supplies  :  on  the  contrary,  the  Opposition 
were  always  willing  to  grant  supplies  at  any 
moment.  I  am  not  content  to  bear  the  odium 
of  having  been  a  participator,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, in  such  a  proceeding.  What  was  the  fact? 
The  fact  was  this :  that  Ministers  came  down  to 
this  House  and  asked  the  Parliament,  in  the  most 
audacious  manner,  to  forego  the  constitutional 
right  of  stating  their  grievances  when  supplies 
were  asked  for  by  the  Crown.  They  absolutely 
asked  that  one  single  member,  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  ChaJmers,  should  speak  for  the 
other  members  on  the  same  side,  each  of  whom 
had  an  equal  right  to  speak  and  act  for  himself — 
and  to  promise  that  every  member  on  this  side 
of  the  House  should  forego  that  constitutional 
right,  which  was  won  for  us  by  our  fathers  with 
the  expenditure  of  much  blood  and  treasure, 
and  which  right  I  trust  their  children  will  for- 
ever cherish.  It  was  an  unconstitutional  re- 
quest to  make,  and  one  which  I  venture  to  say, 
had  it  been  made  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  would  have  brought 
any  Ministry  into  public  disrepute.  Having  put 
that  matter  right,  I  wish  to  ask  honorable  gentle- 
man one  question,  which  they  can   answer  or 
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not,  as  they  please.  It  is  only  due  to  themselves 
to  inform  them  that  the  atmosphere — I  may  say 
the  impure  atmosphere — of  the  lobbies  has  been 
pervaded  lately  with  very  ugly  rumours.  It  has 
been  rumoured  that  the  members  of  a  certain 
section  of  this  House  have  sold  their  votes  to  the 
G-ovemment  for  a  sum  of  money — a  sum  of  money 
to  be  devoted  to  public  works  in  their  district.  I 
do  not  mean  that  the  money  was  handed  over  from 
the  Treasury,  because  the  money  is  not  yet  there ; 
but  that  a  sum  of  money  has  been  promised. 
It  is  derogatory  to  the  character  of  this  House 
that  these  rumours  should  pass  without  contra- 
diction ;  and  it  is ,  derogatory  to  the  character 
of  honorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches  that 
they  should  be  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  corrupt 
practices  such  as  we  have  not  heard  of  since  tne 
days  of  Walpole.  In  the  mildest  possible  form 
in  which  I  can  put  the  question,  I  ask  them,  is 
there  any  foimdation  for  these  rumours  ? 

Mr.  TURN  BULL. — My  ignorance  of  parlia- 
mentary usage  may  be  my  excuse,  but  I  think  the 
House  has  b^n  put  in  an  unfortunate  position  by 
the  statement  just  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunstan.  It  has  been  stated  that  offers 
have  been  made  by  the  G^overnment,  and  that 
demands  in  writing  have  been  made  on  the  G-o- 
vemment, in  favour  of  one  particular  portion  of 
this  colony.  I  am  inclined  to  consider  these 
statements  as  incorrect,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
observations  made  by  those  members  when  they 
stated  their  allegiance  to  the  Opposition,  and 
their  determination  to  abide  by  that  allegiance. 
I  cannot  believe  the  rumours  that  those  honorable 
gentlemen  have  accepted  a  bribe  for  their  district 
as  the  price  of  their  vote  in  this  House  :  I  hardly 
go  so  far  as  that.  Until  we  have  full  information 
before  the  House  we  have  no  right  to  accept  such 
statements.  I  would  rather  see  the  matter  fought 
out  now  upon  the  question  of  supplies.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  there 
is  a  great  deficiency  in  the  revenue.  That  is  a 
statement  which  ought  to  be  considered.  No 
matter  to  what  side  of  the  House  I  belong,  I 
would  not  submit  to  see  an  injustice  done  to  one 
portion  of  the  colony  for  the  special  benefit  of 
another  part  of  it.  Whatever  arrangement  has 
been  made,  we  should  know  it ;  and,  if  it  is  a  fair 
arrangement,  let  it  be  carried  out.  If  there  is  an 
unfair  attempt  to  pay  money  to  one  Island  at  the 
expense  of  the  other,  the  Government  will  soon 
find  out  that  they  have  made  a  great  mistake.  I 
hope  the  Government  will  afibrd  the  House  in- 
formation as  to  the  bargain  alleged  to  have  been 
entered  into. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  a  question  with  regard  to 
the  liabilities  referred  to  in  the  Finaneis^  State- 
ment. It  has  been  usual  to  deduct  the  revenue 
assets  from  the  liabilities  before  the  net  amount 
of  liabilities  is  stated.  I  would  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman  if  he  has  done  so. 

Sir  G.  GEEY. — Sir,  I  believe  the  question  be- 
fore the  House  is.  That  you  do  now  leave  the 
chair.  I  move,  as  an  amendment  to  that  motion, 
That  any  correspondence  that  has  passed  be- 
tween the  Government  and  any  AucUand  mem- 
bers, regarding  the  terms  on  which  thej  would 
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Tot6  with  the  Government,  be  laid  before  this 
House ;  or,  if  any  terms  or  arrangements  for 
the  same  purpose  have  been  concluded  with  any 
Auckland  members,  that  the  same  be  commu- 
nicated to  this  House.  I  wish  to  impress  upon 
the  House  that  a  very  grave  question  is  now 
before  it ;  a  very  grave  emergency  has  arisen ;  a 
very  grave  precedent  is  about  to  be  established. 
I  am  informed,  on  an  authority  I  cannot  doubt, 
that  four  Auckland  members  have  agreed  to  vot^ 
with  the  Government,  have  this  day  concluded 
such  an  agreement,  and  that  that  agreement  has 
been  concluded  in  consequence  of  some  arrange- 
ment made  between  themselves  and  the  Gt>verh- 
ment.  Now,  as  some  of  those  gentlemen  made 
a  pledge,  as  I  understand,  to  their  party  not  to 
form  any  coalition  until  the  no-confidence  motion 
was  disposed  of,  I  think  the  matter  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  and  one  in  which  the  public  are 
deeply  interested,  and  that  the  exact  terms  of  the 
negotiation  should  be  communicated  to  the  House. 
I  am  sure  every  one  will  agree  that  this  is  a  thing 
which  nearly  concerns,  I  may  say,  the  character 
of  the  House  before  the  whole  country.  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever  that  a  satisfactory  explanation 
will  be  given ;  but  I  think  it  is  due  to  all  parties 
that  that  explanation  should  be  afforded  to  the 
House,  and  that  we  may  all  know  exactly  the 
ground  on  which  we  stand,  and  what  is  the  proper 
oourso  for  us  to  pursue  under  these  unexpected 
circumstances  which  have  arisen ;  and  that  the 
whole  country  at  large  may  understand  the  very 
grave  question  which  has  arisen  in  this  House, 
and  the  precise  standpoint  at  which  we  all  are  at 
the  present  moment.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
Government  will  at  once  assent  to  the  motion  I 
have  made. 

Mr.  HALL. — First  of  all.  Sir,  I  would  ask  you 
whether  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  in  order. — (Oh,  oh.) — It  has  become  cus- 
tomary with  some  honorable  members  in  this 
House  to  meet  argument  by  rude  noises.  These 
are  not  argument.  It  rather  shows  a  deficiency 
of  argument  when  honorable  gentlemen  can  do 
nothing  but  utter  rude  exclamations.  It  does 
not  add  to  the  dignity  of  the  House,  and  there- 
fore I  think  it  is  a  custom  to  be  regretted.  I 
ask,  as  I  have  a  right  to  ask,  whether  the  amend- 
ment— ^which,  I  understand,  calls  not  for  official 
correspondence,  but  anv  correspondence  whatever 
which  may  have  passed  between  the  Government 
and  certain  Auckland  members — is  in  order.  I 
have  had  correspondence  with  many  members 
opposite — Auckland  members  and  members  on  all 
sides  of  the  House 

Mr.  GI8B0RNE.  — I  do  not  think  that  is 
meant.     Read  the  wording  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  amend- 
ment is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HALL. — Will  it  be  in  order  for  me  to  add, 
"  and  that  a  statement  of  all  private  conversations 
between  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  and  any 
Auckland  or  Otago  members,  be  also  commum- 
cated  to  the  House,  including  any  private  con- 
versations referring  to  the  terms  on  which  their 
votes  shall  be  given  in  this  House  "  P  That  is  a 
fair  sequel,  I  think,  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Sir  G,  Orey 


honorable  gentleman.  If  that  is  agreed  to,  and  it 
is  honestly  carried  out,  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment ;  but,'  if  that  cannot  be  done,  it  will 
be  for  the  House  to  say  whether  this  proposal  is 
not  puerile.  I  confidently  hope  the  G^vemment 
will  have  the  support  of  certain  Auckland  mem- 
bers ;  and  the  honorable  gentleman  will  see, 
when  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  developed, 
whether  it  involves  anything  unreasonable,  any- 
thing imfair  to  the  colony  at  large,  anything  un- 
justifiable, anything  derogatory  to  our  character 
as  members  of  this  House.  That  is  all  the 
answer  I  shall  give  to  the  honorable  gent^emvi. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.  — I  may  say,  as  a  young 
member  of  this  House,  that  I  have  been  given 
to  understand  that  a  bargain  has  been  entered 
into 

Hon.  Members. — Order,  order. 

Mr.  SHRIMSEI.— That  a  bargain  has  been 
entered  into  between  the  Government  and  some 
members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  gentleman  is 
not  in  order  in  imputing  such  a  charge. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.  — It  is  not  my  intration  to 
impute  any  charge.  I  am  merely  saying  what 
I  have  heard.  If  it  be  the  case,  I  should  like 
to  know,  because  I  might  veiy  likely  want  to  make 
a  bargain  myself. 

Mr.  HALL. — ^The  honorable  gentleman  con- 
tends that  he  is  not  imputing  any  charge;  but 
if  he  brings  rumours  from  the  lobbies,  or  from 
the  gutters,  and  repeats  them  in  this  House,  then 
I  say  he  is  imputing  motives. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  called  him  to  order  for 
that. 

Sir  G-.  GREY.  —  Speakmg  to  tlie  point  of 
order,  Sir,  I  contend  that  nothing  the  honorable 
gentleman  said  was  out  of  order  ;  that,  where 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  snoh  a  tTan»- 
action  has  taken  place,  he  was  perfectly  justified 
in  what  he  said. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^He  was  not  in  order  in  im- 
puting motives,  or  in  using  words  which  would 
imply  corruption. 

Sir  G-.  GREY. — I  am  imputing  no  motives. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  alluded  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitaki  (Mr.  Shrimski). 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  be^  your  pardon ;  I  did 
not  say  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- You  stated  that  you  had 
heard  that  a  bargain  had  been  entered  into  be- 
tween the  Government  and  certain  members  of 
this  House.  That  was  imputing  motives,  and  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  PITT.— Sir,  the  present  Ministry  had  » 
rather  ofiensive  term  appUed  to  them  the  other 
day.  They  were  styled,  by  members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  "  the  detective  Ministrv." 
Now,  if  motions  such  as  that  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  are  to  be  permitted,  I  do 
not  know  what  will  be  the  fitting  term  to  applj 
to  those  who  move  them.  We  had,  last  ni^t, 
something  that  I  think  may  form  a  precedent  to 
guide  us  in  this  matter.  The  honorable  member 
for  Grey  Valley  broueht  up  what  he  conceived 
to  be  a  matter  of  privilege,  and  wished  to  lay 
on  the  table  of  the  Hoiise  certain  private  corre- 
spondence which  had  passed  between  himsellaBd 
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another  person.  On  that  occasion,  Sir,  jou  gave 
it  at  your  opinion  that  such  matters  were  not 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  upon 
jour  recommendation  the  House  verj  wisely 
determined  not  to  take  any  notice  of  them.  If 
this  House  once  descends  to  taking  notice  of 
eTery  idle  rumour  circulated  in  the  lobbies, 
eyery  whisper  uttered  by  disappointed  parties  in 
this  House,  I  think  we  shall  have  a  great  deal  to 
do,  and  that  there  will  be  yery  little  hope  indeed 
of  the  business  of  the  country  being  performed. 
I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  time  of  the  House 
will  not  be  wasted  in  discussing  matters  which 
may  not,  for  all  we  know,  have  any  solid  founda- 
tion in  fact,  but  may  simply  be  Uie  outcome  of 
BQggestions  made  by  disappointed  politicians  in 
this  House. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— Whether  these  allega- 
tions haye  any  foundation  in  fact  or  not  will  be 
seen  on  the  division.  For  my  part,  I  refuse  to 
belieye  that  they  have;  and  therefore  I  regret 
that  we  are  on  the  eye  of  a  somewhat  stormy 
debate  on  the  assumption  that  they  have.  I  am 
not  going  to  work  side  by  side  with  men  in  party 
straggles  in  this  House  for  years,  and  belieye  they 
are  going  to  act  treacherously  with  me.  I,  as  a 
southern  member,  haye  gtyen  them  my  faith,  and 
baye  acted  with  them  in  good  faith.  I  haye  never 
deceived  them,  and  I  refuse  to  believe  that  at  this 
moment  I  and  my  colleagues  of  the  South  are 
betrayed  by  members  representing  northern  con- 
stituencies for  a  pot  of  lucre  for  their  districts. 
It  will  be  time  enough,  and  it  will  be  a  sad  mo- 
ment enough,  when  we  And  sucli  to  be  the  fact ; 
but  I  would  ask  the  House  not  to  assume  it  to 
be  a  fact  before  the  division  has  shown  that 
it  is  so,  but  to  act  loyally  to  those  who  have 
hitherto  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  us,  and 
not,  by  unjust  suspicions,  drive  them  into  that 
position  which  perhaps  it  has  never  been  deter- 
mined upon  that  they  should  take.  I  think  we 
are  quite  justified  in  asking  for  this  correspond- 
ence. The  Premier  has  not  denied  that  there 
has  been  a  negotiation.  We  know  that  tliere 
have  been  nothing  else  but  overtures  from  the 
Oovemment  for  the  last  three  weeks  that  they  have 
been  holding  on  to  ofBce — unduly  kept  in  office, 
unconstitutionally  kept  in  office,  when  they  have 
been  in  a  minority  —  in  order  that  they  might 
endeavour  to  buy  the  support  of  members. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — Order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —-The  honorable  gentleman 
must  withdraw  that  language. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— The  word  "buy"  was 
an  unfortunate  one :  let  me  substitute  "  secure 
support  from."  At  the  same  time,  Sir,  I  believe 
we  have  seeu  this  session  the  first  instance  in 
which  a  member  of  a  Government  has  come  from 
those  benches  admitting  himself  betrayed  within 
an  interval  of  three  weeks  by  promises  made  to 
him  which  were  not  fulfilled  and  were  never 
intended  to  be  fulfilled.  There  are  many  ways 
of  endeavouring  to  secure  support,  and  I  think 
we  must  give  those  honorable  gentlemen  credit 
for  possessing  a  knowledge  of  those  ways  which 
has  never  been  equalled  by  any  previous  Govern- 
ment. I  had  intended  to  ask  the  honorable 
gentlemen,  but  it  slipped  out  of  my  mind  from 


day  to  day,  what  they  were  going  to  do  about 
Clunese  immigration ;  but,  reaSy, — 

For  ways  that  are  dark 
And  tricks  that  are  rain 

they  must  have  so  much  sympathy  writh  that  race 
of  people  that  I  think  I  may  take  it  as  a  foregone 
conclusion  that  they  will  not  be  opposed  to  their 
further  importation  into  this  country.  But,  Sir, 
I  am  anxious  to  see  the  main  debate  come  on.  I 
did  not  get  up  to  talk  on  this  question,  any  more 
than  to  say,  as  I  said  at  the  outset,  that  I  refuse 
to  believe  that  I,  personally,  as  a  member  of  a 
party,  am  betrayed  by  any  member  of  that  party, 
and  I  will  not  say  a  word  to  drive  myself  into 
such  a  belief  until  I  see  the  fact  accomplished. 
It  will  be  a  sad  moment,  as  I  have  said,  if  such 
a  thing  is  possible.  Honest  government,  from 
that  day  forward,  will  be  impossible,  and  we  shall 
have  come  to  a  stage  in  our  career  when  some 
other  form  of  government  will  have  to  be  adopted 
by  this  count^ry. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  shall  follow  in  the  same 
strain  as  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down.  I  saw  a  paragraph  in  the  Auckland 
Star  last  night  which  mentioned  the  names  of 
four  honorable  members  who  had  entered  into  a 
certain  undertaking  with  the  Government ;  but  I 
cannot  believe  tbat  there  is  any  justification  for 
the  appearance  of  that  paragrapn.  If  it  is  not 
true,  the  Government  ought  to  deny  it — it  is  their 
duty  to  deny  it.  If  it  is  true,  honest  government 
in  this  colony  is  impossible  for  the  future.  The 
paragraph  makes  this  statement — I  will  not  men- 
tion the  names  of  the  four  gentlemen  alluded 
to :  They  are  trying  to  arrange  terms  to  join  the 
Government.  It  is  believed  tliat  Auckland  would 
receive  half  a  million. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER.— I  think  it  is  convenient 
that  the  information  asked  for  should  be  given, 
because  it  is  very  desirable  tbat  it  should  be 
ascertained  at  once  whether  this  country  is  to 
be  governed  by  roads  and  bridges,  by  men,  or  by 
principles.  We  know  very  well  that  for  the  last 
three  weeks  the  business  of  the  country  has  been 
delayed  on  the  assumption  that  the  Government 
were  in  a  minority  and  that  the  Opposition  con- 
tained within  itself  the  power  of  governing  the 
country.  These  men  came  to  Parliament  pledged 
to  certain  principles  and  men.  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  they  have  been  won  over  by  roada 
and  bridges.  I  think  it  desirable  that  this  infor- 
mation should  be  furnished  to  the  House,  so  that 
we  may  ascertain  th3  reasons  which  have  given 
rise  to  a  change  in  the  position  of  parties. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — When  the  honorable  member 
for  Mount  Ida  rose  I  was  about  to  point  out 
that  we  are  just  about  to  enter  upon  a  discussion 
as  to  the  policy  of  the  Government  and  as  to 
their  character  as  Administrators.  The  honorable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government  says 
that  certain  negotiations  have  been  carried  on  with 
certain  members  from  Auckland,  the  result  of 
which  would  be  put  into  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment when  it  was  brought  down.  I  hear  some 
marks  of  dissent;  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern* 
ment  denies  that  he  made  that  statement. 

Mr.  HALL.— I  do  deny  it. 
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Mr.  HTSLOP.— Then  I  can  only  state  what 
mj  understanding  was ;  and,  assuming  that  my 
understanding  was  correct,  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  the  House  should  know  what 
negotiations  have  taken  pkce,  so  that  when  the 
division  is  taken  on  the  .no-confidence  motion 
honorable  members  will  be  able  to  say  whether 
they  will  or  will  not  vote  for  the  public  works 
policy  of  the  Gk)vernment,  that  arrangement 
being  a  part  of  it.  For  my  part,  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  there  are  persons  on  this  side  of  the 
House  who  could  be  guilty  of  such  perfidy  as  this 
agreement  would  show,  after  having  combined 
with  other  members  on  this  side  of  the  House  as 
they  did.  If  there  are  four  such  persons  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  I  hope  they  will  go  over  to 
the  other  side  as  quickly  as  possible,  so  that  we 
may  be  rid  of  them  ;    for  I  should  very  mucli 

E refer  to  be  on  opposite  benches  to  them.  I  only 
ope  we  shall  not  see  such  a  condition  of  afiairs 
as  that  foreshadowed  in  the  telegram  read  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon). 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  Government  intend  to 
oppose  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames ;  but  I  hope  they  will  see  their 
way  to  agree  to  it.  As  far  as  we  are  concerned 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  we  shall  be  perfectly 
prepared  to  lay  before  the  House  any  negotiations 
that  have  been  carried  on  with  any  parties  what- 
ever. I  hope  the  Q-overnraent  will  lay  on  the 
table  a  statement  of  any  negotiations  they  have 
entered  into  with  the  four  members  who  are  said 
to  be  going  to  walk  over  to  their  side  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.--I  think  it  would  conduce 
to  the  furtherance  of  the  business  of  this  House 
if  the  Government  would  state  whether  they 
have  a  majority  or  not.  If  they  say  that  they 
can  go  into  the  lobby  with  a  certain  number  of 
members,  the  best  way  is  to  test  their  strength 
by  a  division  upon  the  proposal  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames.  The  position  of 
parties  has  been  a  matter  of  great  anxiety  to  the 
public,  and  I  do  not  consider  that  this  10  per 
cent,  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  should  in  any 
sense  afiect  the  larger  questions  at  issue.  It 
seems  probable  that  these  negotiations  will  break 
up  the  North  Inland  party;  but  I  hope  there 
will  be  a  better  state  of  things  on  this  side  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  think  the  Premier 
ought  to  answer  the  question.  It  is  a  matter 
that  has  agitated  the  minds  of  honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  for  the  last  two 
days,  and  I  understand  that  what  is  asked  for 
is,  that  information  should  be  laid  before  the 
House,  before  we  grant  suppUes,  as  to  whetlier 
an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  certain 
members  that  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of 
money  in  their  district  shall  bo  the  condition  of 
their  crossing  over  to  that  side  of  the  House.  It 
seems  impossible  that  these  gentlemen,  on  the  eve 
of  going  into  battle,  should  change  sides  in  that 
manner.  It  is  of  great  importance  to  the  coun- 
try to  know  whether  such  negotiations  have  been 
entered  into,  because  the  character  of  its  public 
men  is  at  stake.  If  true,  it  will  be  regarded  as 
a  matter  of  sorrow  from  one  end  of  the  country 
Mr,  Mall 


to  the  other.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  does  not  clear  the  matter 
up,  I  shaM  feel  compelled  to  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 

Mr.  McLean. — What  fine  actors  those  honors 
able  gentlemen  are!  I  have  heard  of  telegrams 
floating^  all  over  the  South,  sent  from  the  friends 
of  honorable  gentlemen  on  that  side.  We  have 
had  all  sorts  of  rumours  of  some  y&ry  curious 
things. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  referred  to  a  certain  rumour  that  was  in  circu- 
lation, and  I  was  stopped  ^on  the  ground  Uiat  I 
was  imputing  motives.  I  ask  whether  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  not  imputing  motives. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  language  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  is  calculated  to 
give  offence  to  some  honorable  gentlemen. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  honorable  member  for 
Waitaki  (Mr.  Shrimski)  wished  to  create  a  feeling 
of  discontent  by  referring  to  these  telegrams  sent 
containing  statements  which  had  no  foundation. 
It  will  be  seen,  when  the  Government  bring  down 
their  policy,  whether  there  is  anything  unworthy 
in  what  they  have  done.  As  to  rumours,  I  have 
heard  some  extraordinary  rumours  as  to  offers 
that  have  been  made  by  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. Ohe  man  was  to  have  this,  another  was 
to  have  that.  About  twenty  portfolios  were  to 
be  given  away,  and  as  much  Native  laud  as  they 
liked  to  ask  for.  All  sorts  of  things  were  pro- 
mised. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honorable  member  is  really  aspersing  the  cha- 
racters of  members  of  the  Opposition.  He  does 
not  mention  names,  but  that  makes  the  matter 
worse,  for  he  includes  us  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— What  is  the  language  you 
take  exception  to  ? 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  The  honorable  member  eayt  that 
members  arc  being  bribed  by  promises  of  Native 
lands  and  portfolios.  I  should  like  the  honoral^ 
gentleman  to  make  the  matter  more  clear  by 
mentioning  names. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  did  not  underatand  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  prefer  specific  chArges. 
I  will  observe  the  honorable  gentleman's  language 
more  carefully. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  merely  mentioned  that,  at 
these  honorable  gentlemen  were  bringing  ap 
rumours,  there  were  other  rumours  which  might 
be  brought  up  ;  and,  if  the  correspondence  relat- 
ing to  one  set  of  rumours  is  to  be  brought  op,  we 
ought  to  have  the  correspondence  relative  to  the 
other  set.  I  say  at  once  that  we  should  reject 
such  a  motion  without  discussion.  I  am  per> 
fectly  satisfied  of  the  honor  of  the  Gk>vemmeiit, 
and  am  confident  they  will  not  do  anything  thai 
will  disgrace  this  House.  They  are  men  of  boner 
such  OS  we  have  not  had  there  for  some  time,  and 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  because  former 
Governments  did  these  things,  they  will  do  them. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— I  quite  agree  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down.  We  have 
a  Government  that  is  incapable  of  doing  wioag. 
and  they  have  therefore  no  need  to  hide  their 
actions.  There  are  two  reasons  why  this  corre- 
spondence should  be  produced.    The  first  is  that, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


SuppUf. 


621 


if  an  J  promises  hare  been  made  to  any  particular 
district,  it  will  insure  those  promises  being  kept. 
The  next  is,  that  it  will  show  young  members  the 

£  roper  mode  of  obtaining  what  thej  want  from 
Linitters.  I  hope  the  consciousness  of  the  un- 
impeachable character  of  the  Ministry,  and  the 
consciousness  that  they  have  nothing  but  the 
interest  of  the  colony  at  heart,  will  induce  honor- 
able members  to.  go  into  the  lobby  with  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames.  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  desirable,  from  every  point  of  view,  that 
this  should  be  done.  With  respect  to  the  state- 
ment that  offMfl  of  every  sort  had  been  mode, 
including  porWfes,  I  hope  tlie  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier will  giv^^^a  full  and  explicit  statement, 
^  which  will  be  a  guide  to  us  young  members  as  to 
how  we  should  conduct  ourselves  in  these  delicate 
negotiations  in  the  future. 

lir.  MURRAY.— We  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  liberty  and  independence,  and  we  have  had 
put  before  us  the  course  that  honorable  members 
of  this  House  should  pursue.  What  are  we 
constituting  ourselres  into  ?  Are  we  going  to 
reconstitute  the  tribunal  of  the  Inquisition,  and 
bring  honorable  members  up  to  the  bar  of  this 
House  to  ratten  and  intimidate  them  ?  We  have 
heard  of  the  saw-grinders  in  England  and  the 
terrorism  exercised  by  Broadheadism,  and  I 
should  like  to  know  if  the  same  course  is  to  be 
pursued  here  by  a  certain  section  of  this  House. 
If  so,  I  think,  instead  of  the  "  Saw-Grinders* 
Union,"  we  should  call  them  the  "  Axe-Grinders' 
Union."  We  are  charged  with  making  insinua- 
tions against  those  whoso  whole  course  of  conduct 
is  to  throw  out  insinuations  of  the  basest  kind 
against  the  characters  of  others.  I  judge  those 
honorable  gentlemen  opposite  by  tlieir  actions, 
not  their  words,  and  I  condemn  them,  "'lis 
they  who  say  it,  and  not  we  :  they  do  the  deeds, 
and  their  unrighteous  deeds  find  us  the  words." 
We  hear  much  about  liberty,  but  I  ask,  is  this  a 
true  principle  of  liberty,  that  men  shall  be  denied 
the  right  to  hold  their  convictions,  and  to  take 
that  course  which  they  think  best  for  the  good  of 
their  country?  We  are  constrained,  in  the  words 
of  Madame  Roland,  to  exclaim,  "  O,  liberty ! 
liberty!  how  many  crimes  are  committed  in  thy 
name ! " 

Mr.  ANDREWS.— I  rise.  Sir,  as  a  disappointed 
man,  and  I  want  to  tell  you  why.  I  say  I  am 
disappointed  in  this  way  :  The  Ministry — and 
especially  the  Premier — asked  the  House  to  give 
them  fair-play — to  give  them  time  to  investigate 
into  the  affairs  of  State.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man further  asked  that  he  might  have  time  to 
mature  his  scheme  of  policy,  and  then  he  would 
submit  to  the  vote  of  the  House  as  to  whetlier  it 
had  confidence  in  him  or  not.  I  have  waited  for 
a  statement  of  this  policy,  but  up  to  the  present 
time  we  have  not  had  it.  We  have  had  no  con- 
clusive expression  of  their  investigations,  nor 
have  we  had  any  statement  of  their  policy  laid 
before  us ;  and  yet  now,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  which  I  am  not  prepared  to  state,  the 
Government  ask  the  House  to  come  to  a  vote  at 
once  upon  this  wan t-of -confidence  motion  before 
they  give  us  the  statement  they  asked  time  to 
produce.    I  ask,  is  that  fair-play  ?    If  so,  I  am 


sadly  deceived,  or  I  am  not  capable  of  under- 
standing the  word.  I  have  learned  this,  how- 
ever: that  I  must  at  all  events  believe  less  in 
those  persons  whom  I  have  hitherto  learned  to 
respect.  I  am  not  wishful  to  ask  Ministers  to 
divulge  anything  in  this  way,  for  I  take  it  that, 
instead  of  Ministefs  going  out  of  their  way  to 
catch  fluttering  birds,  there  are  plenty  of  flutter- 
ing birds  about  ready  to  catch  at  anything  on 
which  to  rest  their  feet. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW.— It  is  perhaps  not  neces- 
sary to  answer  the  reckless  assertions  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti ;  but  I  beg  to 
say,  as  far  as  I  am.  concerned  or  know,  that  no 
offers  of  portfolios,  or  land,  or  anything  else  have 
been  made  within  the  last  three  weeks  by  the 
party  with  which  I  am  connected.  I  wish  to 
state  that  distinctly.  Our  desire  was  to  take  the 
fortress  first,  and  then  talk  about  those  other 
matters.  There  have  been  no  promises  whatever 
made. 

Mr.  IRELAND.— I  hope  and  trust  the  Pre- 
mier will  see  his  way,  in  the  interest  not  only  of 
the  Government  itself,  but  of  the  colony  at  large, 
to  answer  at  once  the  accusations  suggested  by 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames.  We  heard  the  other  evening  that  the 
statement  made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was 
calculated  to  damage  the  credit  of  the  colony  in 
the  eyes  of  people  at  Home,  and  that  it  was  par- 
ticularly unfortunate  just  at  a  time  when  a  loan 
was  being  negotiated  ;  but  I  ask,  if  that  state- 
ment was  likely  to  injure  the  colony  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Home  people,  how  much  more  would  not 
the  stale  of  affairs  pointed  at  in  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  impair 
our  credit  ?  I  have  not  had  the  honor — if  I  can 
still  call  it  an  honor— of  holding  a  seat  in  this 
House  for  any  length  of  time,  but,  if  there  be 
any  truth  in  the  suggestions  of  that  amendment, 
then  I  say  I  should  no  longer  look  upon  it  as 
an  honor  to  sit  here.  I  hold  that  this  House, 
and  especially  Ministers,  should  be  above  sus- 
picion with  regard  to  such  transactions,  and  I 
nope  the  Premier  will  see  his  way  at  once  to  give 
a  denial  to  the  charges  embraced  in  the  rumours 
that  are  floating  about.  There  cannot  be  a  single 
doubt  that  rumours  are  floating  about,  and  that 
already  suspicion  naturally  enough  rests  not  only 
on  the  Government,  but  on  the  honorable  members 
implicated  in  the  charges.  If  no  such  denial  is 
given,  it  would  not  surprise  me  to  witness  a  scene 
similar  to  that  which  occurred  the  other  evening, 
when  we  saw  an  honorable  member  of  the  Maori 
race  get  up  and  leave  the  Government.  Sir,  if 
it  were  possible  for  political  corruption  to  go  to 
the  extent  to  which  I  have  referred,  is  it  any 
wonder  that  the  stench  of  that  corruption  should 
be  so  great  as  to  offend  the  olfactory  nerves  of 
that  honorable  gentleman,  and  thus  cause  him 
to  abandon  those  benches?  I  trust  there  is  no 
foundation  in  fact  for  these  rumours,  and  that 
the  Government  will  clear  themselves  of  the  im- 
putations which  otherwise  must  attach  to  them. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD.— In  this  very  painful  dis- 
cussion there  is  one  point  very  unfair  to  the 
great  body  of  Auckland  members.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Hokitika  read  a  copy  of  what 
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purported  to  be  a  telegram  that  appeared  in  the 
Auckland  Evening  Stary  referring  to  four  honor- 
able meniben,  without  giving  their  names.  Those 
four  names  can  be  picked  out  bj  any  honor- 
able member  of  the  House,  and,  in  justice  to  the 
remainder  of  the  Auckland  members,  I  think 
those  four  should  be  named.  Besides  that,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  four  gentlemen  named 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  defending  them- 
selyes  before  tUe  House.  It  will  be  for  them  to 
say  whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  matter, 
and,  if  not,  to  deny  the  charge  of  corruption  im- 
puted to  them. 

Mr.  TOLE. — ^As  the  imputation  contained  in 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  is  of  a  general  character  with  respect 
to  the  Auckland  members,  and  as  I  feel  that  I 
hold  a  very  solemn  trust  from  my  constituents, 
and  believing  that  a  general  rumour  of  this  kind 
going  forth  might  include  me,  I  desire  to  an- 
nounce to  the  House,  to  the  world  at  large,  and 
especially  to  my  constituente,  that  I  am  not  one 
of  those  implicated  in  any  way  either  by  corre- 
spondence or  by  verbal  communications  with  the 
Govemment. 

Mr.  LUNDON. — I,  too,  am  one  of  the  mem- 
bers from  the  Auckland  district,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that,  although  I  am  a  young  member  of  the 
House,  I  have  done  more  to  purge  this  Chamber 
of  Auckland  rats  than  any  other  member  of  it. 
There  are  gentlemen  on  those  benches  for  whom 
I  hare  a  great  respect,  but  I  eauio  here  to  join  a 
party,  and  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  do 
not  belong  to  those  upon  whom  aspersions  are 
cast  by  this  amendment.  Being  only  a  joung 
member,  I  will  not  name  the  gentlemen  who  I 
have  heard  have  joined  the  Government,  although 
I  think  they  ought  to  be  named  by  some  older 
member.  I  hope  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  will  press  his  amendment  to  a  division, 
when  I  shall  certainly  follow  him.  If  it  then 
turns  out  that  four  Auckland  members  have 
joined  the  Government  party,  I  shall  vote  against 
everything  in  the  interests  of  Auckland  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session,  and  join  the  Otago 
members,  so  that  the  Auckland  people  may  see 
wlio  have  sold  themselves  to  the  Govemment 
without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  party. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  again  to 
refer  to  the  tables  attached  to  the  Financiol  State- 
ment. I  find,  in  page  9  of  those  tables,  a  sum  of 
£354,913  put  down  in  the  expenditure  for  the 
year  1878-79,  and  I  find  the  same  sum  put  down 
at  page  12  amongst  the  estimated  expenditure  for 
the  year  1879-80.  I  should  like  to  have  some 
explanation  from  the  honorable  gentleman  as  to 
that  amount,  because  it  seems  to  me  that  in  esti- 
mating the  deficiency  for  the  year  he  has  over- 
estimated it  by  that  sum.  I  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  must  have  included  that  sum  twice 
over.  That  is  how  I  read  the  figures  placed  be- 
fore us,  and  I  think  it  is  due  to  honorable  mem- 
bers that  the  honorable  gentleman  should  at  once 
say  whether  I  am  wrong,  for  we  have  no  possible 
means  of  judging  absolutely  from  the  table  before 
us.  From  the  statement  of  the  expenditure  for 
the  year  1878-79  being  so  much  in  exce.^s  of  that 
for  the  previous  jear,  I  am  led  to  believe  this 
Mr,  Shephard 


sum  of  £854,913  hai  been  inadvertently  included 
in  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man must  not  imagine  that  it  is  out  of  any  dis- 
courtesy to  him  that  I  do  not  answer  him  now. 
If  I  did,  I  should  lose  my  right  of  reply.  When 
I  reply,  I  shall  dispose  of  his  objection  very  easily. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for. 


The  Tellers  reported  that  the  numbers 
Ayes,  24  ;  noes,  54. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  ask 
your  ruling  whether  a  member,  after  he  givee 
his  voice  with  the  "Ayes/*  can  vote  with  the 
"  Noes." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— A  member  must  vote  ac- 
cording to  the  way  in  which  he  gives  his  voice. 
Do  you  think  any  honorable  member  voted 
with  the  "  Noes,"  after  giving  his  voice  with  the 
"Ayes"? 

Mr.  ANDREWS.— I  think  the  Hon.  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Gcraldine  did  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Colonial  Treasurer,  I 
find,  voted  with  the  "  Noes."  On  which  side  did 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  give  his  voice  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Before  the  bell  rang  I 
gave  my  voice  with  the  "Ayes."  Afterwards  I 
did  not  give  my  voice  at  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —  I  must  record  your  vote 
according  to  the  way  in  which  you  first  gave 
your  voice — with  the  "Ayes."  I  find  the  honor- 
able member  for  Geraldine  voted  with  the 
"Ayes."  Which  waj  did  the  honorable  member 
give  his  voice  ? 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  do  not  recollect  As 
a  point  of  order,  may  I  ask,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  can 
communicate  with  you,  as  I  cannot  make  my 
voice  '.rard  in  the  House? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  ibr 
Geraldine  having  assured  me  that  he  lias  no 
recollection  of  how  he  gave  his  voice,  I  think  we 
may  fairly  conclude  that  his  voice  must  have  been 
given  in  the  way  he  voted. 

Mr.  GEORGE.— I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Premier,  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  and  the  Minister  of  Lands  gave  their 
voices  with  the  "Ayes." 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  right  for 
any  one  to  pick  out  honorable  members  as  having 
given  their  voices  in  a  certain  way,  after  having 
asked  other  honorable  members  if  that  were  the 
case? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Has  the  honorable  member 
for  Rodney  distinct  knowledge  that  the  Premier 
gave  his  voice  with  the  "  Ayes  "  ? 

Mr.  GEORGE.— It  is  impossible  that  I  could 
have  distinct  knowledge.  The  voices  came  &om 
that  direction. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  Uke  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  speak  from  personal  know- 
ledge. When  the  voices  were  given  first,  I  heard 
the  Premier,  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Avon  give  their  voices 
with  the  "Ayes." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Under  these  circumitasoef, 
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I  must  ask  the  Premier  which  waj  he  gare  bis 
Toice. 

Mr.  HALL. — On  the  first  occasion  I  gave  my 
Toioe  with  the  "  Ajes."  On  the  second  occasion 
I  cannot  recollect  which  way  I  gave  my  voice.  I 
do  not  think  I  gave  it  at  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member's 
vote  will  have  to  be  recorded  with  the  " Ajes" 
I  find  the  Minister  of  Lands  voted  with  the 
"  Noes."  Which  way  did  the  honorable  gentle- 
man give  his  voice  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— May  I  ask  the  honorable 
member  for  Hokitika  where  I  was  when  he  heard 
my  voice  ? 

Mr.SEDDON.— Ithinkthe  honorable  member 
was  at  the  back  of  the  Gt>vemment  benches. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  —  When  I  was  coming 
into  the  House,  and  was  at  the  door,  the  voices 
were  being  given,  and  I  gave  my  voice  with 
neither. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Mr.  RoUeston's  vote  will 
not  be  altered. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  declared  the  result  of  the  divi- 
sion to  be  as  follows : — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         52 


Majority  against . 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 


Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gkorge, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  G-isborne, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  London, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McDonald, 


Atbs. 

I  Mr.  Moorhouse, 
I  Mr.  Ormond, 
I  Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Studholme, 

Mr.  Tomoana, 

Mr.  Whyte, 

Mr.  Willis, 

Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Pitt. 

Nobs. 

I  Mr.  Reid, 
I  Mr.  Richmond, 
I  Mr.  RoUeston, 
I  Mr.  Seddon, 
I  Mr.  Seymour, 
I  Mr.  Shanks, 
-  Mr.  Sheehan, 
i  Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Swaoson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Tumbull, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 


Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Reeves, 


Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Hislop. 


Paie. 


For.  Against. 

Mr.  Sutton.  |    Mr.  Allwright. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— Sir,  I  am  one  of  the 
Auckland  members  alluded  to  in  this  matter. 
There  is  no  correspondence  with  the  Government 
with  which  I  have  had  anything  to  do  whatever. 
I  have  made  neither  terms  nor  arrangements  of 
any  kind.  I  will  state  to  the  House  precisely  the 
motives  which  have  led  me  to  do  what  I  have 
done,  and  I  will  ask  the  honorable)  gentlemen 
near  me,  who  no  doubt  are  irritated — I  knew  they 
would  be  irritated — whether  they  will  not  believe 
me.  They  have  acted  with  me  upon  many  occa- 
sions, and  I  have  acted  with  them.  I  have  found 
them  always  true  to  their  engagements,  and  I 
submit  that  I  have  been  found  true  to  mine.  But 
what  are  the  engagements?  When  I  contested 
the  District  of  Waitemata  I  was  particularly  cau- 
tious, and  put  in  writing,  in  the  address  that  I 
published  in  the  newspapers  to  my  constituents, 
precisely  what  it  was  that  I  meant.  I  reiterated 
that  on  almost  every  occasion  on  which  I  ad- 
dressed the  constituency,  and  they  perfectly  and 
distinctly  understood  what  it  was  I  said  and  what 
it  was  I  meant.  The  words  will  be  found  in  my 
address  to  the  electors  to  be  as  follow — I  cannot 
quote  them  absolutely  literally,  for  I  have  never 
referred  to  them  since  I  wrote  them ;  but  they 
were — ^That  I  accepted  the  liberal  principles  stated 
in  the  Gt>vemor's  Speech,  with  which  he  opened 
the  last  session  of  Parliament,  and  that  I  accepted 
Sir  George  Grey  as  leader  of  the  party,  aow, 
I  came  here,  and  I  supported  Sir  George  Grey 
up  to  the  very  point,  aye,  and  beyond  it,  when  he 
himself,  in  opposition  to  my  advice,  given  pri- 
vately and  given  publicly,  in  what  we  call  a  caucus 
— in  opposition,  I  say,  to  my  advice — ^he  retired 

from  the  leadership  of  the  party (Oh!  oh!) 

— Will  honorable  gentlemen  allow  me  to  state 
what  is  my  recollection  ?  I  would  recall  honorable 
gentlemen's  recollection  to  what  took  place  at 
the  caucus.  What  did  I  say  ?  I  said,  "  Our 
policy  now  is  a  waiting  policy ;  let  us  see  what  it 
18  these  honorable  gentlemen  are  going  to  do  ;  let 
us  adhere  to  Sir  George  Grey,  and  force  him  back 
again  upon  a  reluctant  House." — (No,  no.) — I 
am  now  referring  to  the  caucus  held  immediately 
after  the  division,  and  which  was  held  in  the 
Ministers'  room.  I  have  no  doubt  Sir  George 
Ghrey  recollects  it.  The  words  I  used  must  be  in 
the  memory  of  honorable  members,  if  they  have 
got  any  memories  at  all.  The  words  were,  that 
we  should  force  Sir  G^oree  Grey  back  upon  a 
reluctant  House.  That  is  what  I  said.  Sir 
George  Grey  himself  says  that  I  eaid  this ;  Mr. 
Speight  says  that  I  said  it ;  and  Mr.  Lundon  says 
that  I  said  it. 

Mr.  LUNDON.— I  do  not  say  one  way  or  the 
other,  for  I  do  not  remember  it. 
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Mr.  READER  WOOD.  — There  is  not  the 
smallest  question  that  it  is  so.  I  was  oyerruled ; 
there  was  not  a  human  beinj;  in  the  meeting  who 
supported  me  in  that.  But  another  resolution 
was  mored  and  carried,  to  which  I  am  now 
coming.  Tliat  other  resolution  was  this:  that 
there  should  be  no  coalition.  To  that  I  agreed, 
it  is  true.  I  held  up  mj  hand  for  it.  The 
charge  against  me  now  is  this  :  that  I  hare  broken 
the  pledge  that  T  then  made.  Now,  I  ask  this 
House  whether  I  can  be  considered  to  have  broken 
the  pledge  that  I  then  made  under  one  set  of 
circumstances,  when  another  set  of  circumstances 
three  weeks  afterwards  turn  up  that  no  one  could 
possibly  foresee.  What  is  the  meaning  of  con- 
senting to  anything  at  a  caucus  when  a  resolution 
is  moTed  and  people  hold  their  hands  up  for  it 
and  it  is  carried?  I  apprehend  that  it  simplj 
means  that  under  the  existing  circumstances, 
which  are  within  our  knowledge,  we  shall  do  so- 
and-so.  Are  we  to  be  bound  by  that  for  all  time, 
when  other  circumstances  of  an  entirely  different 
kind  make  their  appearance  ? 

An  Hon  Mbmbbb. — How  are  the  cireumstances 
different  ? 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— I  amgoing  to  tell  you 
how  the  cireumstances  differ.  We  were  told  on 
that  occasion  that,  if  the  course  was  adopted  as 
preposed — namely,  that  Sir  George  Q-rey  should 
retire  from  the  leadership — there  woidd  be  a  vast 
accession  to  our  ranks,  and  that  in  the  course  of  a 
very  few  days  we  should  be  able  to  remove  those 
honorable  gentlemen  from  their  seats,  and  replace 
them  by  honorable  gentlemen  from  this  side  of 
the  House.  Now,  has  that  been  done  ?  Nearly 
three  weeks  afterwards  we  are  in  exactly  the  same 
position  we  were  in  then. — (No.) — There  is  one 
difference  in  the  position,  and  it  is  the  differ- 
ence that  has  really  made  me  do  what  £  hare 
done  and  what  I  intend  to  do.  The  promise 
that  was  made  to  us,  or,  rather,  the  proposal  that 
was  made  to  us,  three  weeks  ago  has  not  been 
carried  out.  An  entirely  different  set  of  cireum- 
stances have  arisen  that  nobody  at  that  time 
could  have  foreseen,  and  if  they  could  have  fore- 
seen them  I  venture  to  say  that  the  resolution 
never  would  have  been  carried.  Supposing  the 
resolution  had  been  this:  that  there  should  be 
no  coalition,  but  that  we  should  simply  wait 
until  the  other  party  were  turned  out,  even  if  it 
involved  stoppage  of  supply.  I  should  like  to 
know  if  there  would  have  been  such  a  response  as 
was  given  on  that  occasion.  Those  are  the  altered 
circumstances.  I  know  perfectly  well  that  there 
are  members  on  this  side  of  the  House — that 
there  are  members  in  the  party  with  which  I  have 
been  acting — ^who  sympathize  with  me,  and  who 
sympathize  with  my  views.  I  will  not  say  what 
I  vras  going  to  say :  at  any  rate,  I  have  the  cour- 
age of  my  opinions.  I  do  what  I  think  to  be 
right,  in  despite  of  all  this  noise  that  is  made. 
What  do  I  know  ?  I  know  that  I  shall  be  exe- 
crated on  one  side  as  a  traitor,  and  I  know  that 
I  shall  be  accepted  on  the  other  as  a  patriot. 
Now,  exaggerated  blame  and  exaggerated  praise 
are  sdike  indifferent  to  me.  I  see  in  this  House 
what  are  called  two  parties :  but  there  are  really 
not  two  parties.  There  is  no  difference  in 
Mr.  Lundon 


principle  between  the  two  sides  in  this  House. 
The  other  side  have  accepted  all  the  liberal 
measures.  Both  sides  agree  in  admitting  that 
the  financial  affairs  of  the  country  are  in  a  sad 
condition,  and  that  these  financial  affiiirs  require 
the  immediate  and  earnest  consideration  of  this 
House.  And  yet,  through  personal  feeling  and 
nothing  else,  we  cannot  go  to  work.  A  deadlock 
has  occurred ;  and,  if  I  should  be  the  means  of 
unlocking  that  deadlock,  I  care  nothing  for  all 
the  noise  that  is  made  and  for  all  the  abuse  I 
may  receive.  I  shall  have  done,  at  any  nte,  some 
good  to  the  country.  Sir,  I  am  not  a  model 
party  man.  A  model  party  man  is  he  who  has  al- 
ways voted  at  his  party's  caU,  and  never  thought 
of  thinking  for  himself  at  all :  that  is  the  model 
party  man.  A  doctrine  has  been  attempted  to  be 
laid  down  here  that  we  are  not  to  do  as  oar 
intelligence  dictates  we  should  do — that  vre  are 
not  to  act  variously  under  cireumstances  tJiat 
alter  and  change  from  day  to  day  and  from  week 
to  week,  but  that  we  are  to  act  upon  the  dicta- 
tion of  my  honorable  friend  the  member  for  the 
Thames.  Sir,  I  say  that  is  the  case.  Let  us 
understand  it  distinctly,  and,  instead  of  having 
fourteen  or  fifteen  members  depending  upon  him, 
let  a  short  Bill  be  passed  giving  my  honorable 
friend  fourteen  or  fifteen  votes,  and  let  us  go 
home.  I  have  no  idea  myself  of  being  driven 
into  a  lobb^  at  the  dictation  of  anybody.  I  am 
not  responsible  to  any  human  being  in  this  House 
for  what  I  do.  I  am  responsible  to — shall  I  say  ? 
— two  parties.  I  am  responsible  to  my  consti- 
tuents, and  before  them  I  will  answer  at  any 
time  they  like  to  ask  me  for  an  explanation ;  and 
I  am  responsible  to  my  own  sense  of  duty  and 
to  my  own  feeling  of  right.  I  say  it  is  not  right 
that  the  whole  business  of  this  country  should 
be  stopped,  that  people  should  not  be  paid  the 
money  that  is  fairly  due  to  them,  that  the 
finances  of  the  country  should  be  embarrassed, 
and  that  we  shoidd  be  trifling  here  whilst  the 
finances  of  the  country  and  the  whole  business 
of  the  country  are  drifting  we  know  not  where, 
simply  because  one  set  of  gentlemen  do  not  like 
Mr.  A,  and  another  set  of  gentlemen  do  not  like 
Mr.  B.  When  we  talk  of  the  correspondenee 
about  to  be  asked  for,  and  of  bargains  that  have 
been  made  between  one  side  and  the  other,  I 
would  appeal  to  my  honorable  friend  whether  he 
did  not  want  to  make  a  bargain  with  me  which  I 
refused.  The  arrangement  was  this.  There  u 
nothing  like  being  free  and  aboveboard,  and  per- 
fectly plain.  My  tongue  would  have  been  silent 
in  this  House,  had  not  these  charges  been  cast 
upon  us.  When  my  honorable  friend  was  on  tbid 
eve  of  retiring  from  the  leadership  of  the  par^ 
he  did  me  the  honor  to  send  for  me  to  his  office. 
He  told  me  that  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
give  up  the  leadership  of  that  party,  and  he  said 
to  me,  "I  will  make  a  bargain  with  Mr.  Mac- 
andrew  that  you  shall  be  Colonial  Treasurer." 
Now,  what  was  my  reply  to  that  ?  I  said,  '*  If 
you  like  to  retire,  you  can  do  so,  contrary  to  my 
advice ;  but  you  make  no  bai^ins  on  my  account. 
Let  them  do  as  they  please,  and  leave  me  alone." 
Sir,  shall  I  go  further  ?  An  intimate  friend  of 
my  honorable  friend  here,  the  member  for  Fort 
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Chalmers,  came  to  me  three  days  ago,  and  told 
me  that  I  was  going  to  be  the  Premier  of  the 
colony.  I  natundly  supposed  that  it  waa  chaff — 
and  aa  chaff  I  treated  it.  Then  I  found  this  : 
that  the  friend  of  my  honorable  friend  had  been 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chamberfi 
in  tlie  morning;  that  he  had  found  him  in  an 
anxious  frame  of  mind  ;  that  he  said  he  thought 
he  had  made  a  mistake  in  taking  the  lead  of  the 
party,  and  would  be  in  a  false  position  if  he  were 
Premier  of  that  party,  and  that  his  intention  was 
to  make  me  the  Premier.  Well,  Sir,  I  turned 
that  over  in  my  mind.  I  am  not  desirous  of 
office.  I  fling  things  from  me  like  dirt  when  I  do 
not  care  about  them ;  but,  because  I  do  that,  it 
does  not  follow  that  I  have  no  ambition — quite 
the  opposite.  Well,  Sir,  I  turned  this  orer  in 
my  mind,  and  the  result  of  my  consideration  was 
simply  this :  I  thought  to  myself  that,  if  I  were 
to  be  pitchforked  into  a  party  or  into  a  Gorern- 
ment  that  had  been  actually  formed  by  my  honor- 
able friend,  I  should  be  in  a  false  position  —  I 
shoald  hare  no  control  over  that  GoTemment — 
I  should  have  no  control  OTer  the  party  that  sup- 
ported it,  because  it  had  not  formed  itself  around 
me  and  I  had  not  nominated  the  Goyemment. 
So  I  went  to  my  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  Port  Chalmers,  and  I  said  to  him,  "  I  have 
heard — is  it  true  ? — that  you  are  not  going  to  be 
Premier,  in  case  you  carry  the  vote  of  no-oonfi- 
-  dence."  He  said  to  me  most  distinctly  that  he 
thought  he  had  got  into  a  false  position — that  he 
waa  not  fitted  for  it,  and  that  he  wished  that  I 
should  take  the  office. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— That  you  would  be  a 
better  man. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— He  said  I  should  be 
a  better  wan,  but  he  also  said  ho  was  unwilling 
to  takfe  the  office.  I  replied,  "  You  are  very  kind. 
You  have  got  yourself  into  a  false  position,  and 
you  want  to  get  out  of  it  by  putting  me  into  a 
false  pKwition;  but  it  won't  do."  Then,  Sir,  I 
thought  of  the  matter  further,  and  whether  I 
am  right  or  wrong  some  people  will  know.  Never- 
theless, this  was  the  result  of  my  thinking :  I 
thought  that,  if  the  Premiership  had  been  offered 
to  me,  it  might  also  have  been,  or  might  be, 
offered  to  other -people ;  and  I  really  did  not  know 
whom  I  was  fdllowing.  My  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  the  Thames  had  abandoned  the  lead, 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  was 
particularly  anxious  to  get  somebody  else  than 
himself  to  take  the  lead,  and  it  appeared  to  me 
that  I  was  like  a  wandering  sheep  without  any 
shepherd:  I  did  not  know  under  whose  banner 
and  under  whose  standard  I  fought ;  and  I 
thought  that  the  colony  was  drifting  into  a  state 
of  affairs  which,  if  it  were  at  all  possible  to 
remedy,  or  assist  in  remedying,  it  was  mv  duty 
to  do  so.  My  honorable  friend  says,  '*  tt  was 
chaff."  Now,  is  it  likely  to  have  been  chaff  ?  I 
hare  repeated  the  conversation  as  it  took  place. 
Ib  it  likely  that  an  honorable  gentleman  would 
begin  early  in  the  morning  with  his  chaff  to  his 
friend,  and  then  continue  it  in  the  evening  to 
me  ?  I  should  like  to  know  this :  If  that  sort  of 
conrersation  between  the  leader  of  the  party  and 
myself  is  chaff,  what  is  wheat  ?    Why,  you  can- 

VOL.  xxxn.-e7. 


not  separate  the  two.  And  how  is  it  possible 
to  have  any  confidence  in  a  leader  in  whose 
sayings  you  cannot  distinguish  between  chaff 
and  earnest  ?  Now,  Sir,  I  will  tell  you  how  the 
whole  of  this  business  has  come  about.  I  was 
anxious.  I  saw  that  the  whole  thing  was  drift- 
ing I  did  not  know  where.  I  saw  no  end  to  this 
deadlock,  as.  it  is  called.  Even  if  we  succeeded 
in  carrying  the  vote  against  the  Qovernment  I 
did  not  see  how  a  Government  that  could  com- 
mand the  confidence  of  the  House  could  be 
formed  from  our  side.  I  may  be  mistaken,  bub 
it  certainly  was,  and  is,  my  absolute  convic- 
tion that  no  such  Government  could  be  formed. 
Then,  supposing  a  Government  that  did  not  pos- 
sess the  confidence  of  the  House  sat  on  those 
benches,  we  should  continue  to  have  precisely  the 
same  thing  going  on— a  spectacle  for  gods  and 
men — that  has  been  going  on  for  the  last  three 
weeks.  I  said  to  myself,  "  Who  is  there  in  the 
Auckland  party  to  whom  I  can  go  who  can  think 
for  himself,  and  who  can  give  me  advice  ?  "  Sir, 
I  pitched  upon  Mr.  Swanson.  I  knew  him  to 
be  an  independent  man.  I  knew  him  to  have 
the  interests  of  Auckland  at  heart.  I  knew 
him  to  be  a  man  in  whom  not  only  his  consti- 
tuents, but  the  whole  people  of  Auckland,  had 
the  most  perfect  confidence.  I  had  no  sooner 
broached  the  subject  than  he  said  he  felt  as  I  did 
— ^he  did  not  see  where  we  were  going  or  what 
was  to  come  out  of  this.  So  we  put  our  heads 
together  to  see  if  we  could  not  contrive  to  do 
souiething  or  other.  With  the  assistance  of  my 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Hurst  and  the  assistance  of 
my  honorable  friend  Mr.  Colbeck  we  made  up 
our  minds  simply  to  go  and  tell  the  Government 
that,  if  they  liked,  upon  certain  things  being 
understood  between  us 

An  Hon.  Membbr. — Oh,  oh  ! 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— But  I  am  going  to 
tell  what  the  things  were ;  I  intend  to  tell  the 
whole  affair ;  nothing  will  be  concealed.  The 
honorable  member  for  Newton  (Mr.  Swanson) 
went  and  saw  one  Minister — I  do  not  know 
which.  I  do  not  know  what  took  place  with 
regard  to  that,  excepting  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man told  me  that  the  Gh)vernment,  if  we  went 
over,  were  willing  to  agree  to  certain  conditions. 
The  first  was,  I  think,  that  there  was  to  be  no 
interference  with  the  existing  educational  system. 
The  second,  I  think,  was  that  the  measures  that 
we  call  the  liberal  measures  should  be  carried 
— there  should  be  no  burking  of  them.  And 
the  third  was — and  now,  Sir,  here  is  the  point 
honorable  members  are  all  anxious  about — the 
third  was  this — I  do  not  know  whether  I  am 
using  the  exact  words  which  my  honorable  friend 
used  to  me,  but,  at  any  rate,  I  am  stating  the 
meaning :  that  an  account  should  be  made  up 
showing  the  expenditnro  that  had  taken  place  on 
public  works  in  different  parts  of  the  colony,  and 
another  account  made  up  showing  the  expendi- 
ture that  had  taken  place  on  public  works  in  the 
Provincial  District  of  Auckland;  that,  if  that 
account  showed  that  Auckland  had  not  received 
a  proportionate  share  to  that  which  other  districts 
had  received,  then  in  some  way  it  should  get  the 
balance  of  the  share  it  ought  to  get.    Now,  Sir, 
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there  is  the  murder  out.  There  is  no  specified 
sum  of  any  kind.  It  may  turn  out,  for  all  I 
know,  that  there  is  no  balance — that  there  is  not 
a  sixpence.  But  we  did  ask  this.  The  people  of 
Auckland  say — we  see  it  in  the  newspapers,  and 
we  hear  it  at  the  elections  and  everywhere  —that 
Auckland  )ias  been  unjustly  treated ;  tliat  it  has 
not  had  a  fair  share;  that  the  South  has  had 
a  much  larger  expenditure ;  that  Otago — espe- 
cially under  the  rSgime  of  my  honorable  friend' 
the  member  for  Port  Chalmers  —  has  had  an 
enormous  expenditure,  whilst  Auckland  has  had 
next  to  nothing.  We  do  not  know  whether  that 
is  so  or  not,  but  the  Q-ovemment  agreed  that 
an  account  should  be  prepared  to  show  if  it 
were  the  case  or  not.  Well,  if  it  turn  out 
that  Auckland  has  been  neglected,  that  it  has 
not  had  that  just  share  of  expenditure  which  its 
population  and  revenue  required — ^for  it  must  be 
remembered  that  we  pay  interest  upon  the  whole 
expenditure — then  I  put  it  to  both  parties  in  this 
House  whether  it  is  a  fair  thing  or  an  unfair 
tiling  that  the  position  should  be  considered. 
That  is  what  we  ask  for.  And  now,  Sir,  let  me 
tell  you  another  thing.  When  it  became  known, 
as  of  course  it  soon  did,  that  something  of  this 
sort  was  going  on,  we  were  asked  by  the  other 
side,  "  Why,  you  are  making  terms  with  the 
Government!  Can't  you  make  as  good  t«rms 
with  us  ?  "  There  are  the  purists  !  Now,  I  do 
not  care  what  I  do — if  I  do  wrong  I  avow  it. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Name. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— Name  whom? 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  purists. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— Oh,  I  do  not  know 
who  the  purists  are ;  but  we  were  told  in  the 
Auckland  caucus  to-day,  "  Can't  you  make  as 
good  terms  with  us  ?  "  This  was  at  the  caucus 
to-day  —  actually  before  it  was  done.  Now,  I 
ask,  under  these  circumstances,  whether  we  have 
acted  rightly  or  wrongly.  I  ask  whether  we  have 
acted  as  honest  and  independent  men.  Stop ;  I 
have  got  something  else  to  say — I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  forget  that.  There  is  a  portfolio  vacant 
over  on  those  benches.  It  was  offered  to  me 
by  the  Government,  Sir.  What  did  I  say  ?  I 
said,  "Offer  it  to  Mr.  Hurst.  I  do  not  wont 
office."  And  when  I  came  over  I  went  to  Mr. 
Hurst  and  I  said,  "  Look  here :  there  is  a 
portfolio  to  be  had  —  go  and  take  it.'*  Now, 
Sir,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  is  the  posi- 
tion I  occupy  ill  this  business ;  and,  if  I  am 
degraded,  if  I  nm  a  traitor,  if  I  am  all  these 
horrible  things  that  I  am  going  to  be  called,  I 
should  just  like  to  know  who  is  an  honest  and 
straiffhtforward  man.  I  knew  what  I  was  about : 
nobody  can  by  any  possibility  suppose  I  did  not. 
Nobody  can  suppose  that  on  leaving  that  party 
I  did  not  know  that  gentlemen  would  be  very 
angry  indeed.  I  know  that  they  will  be  very 
angry  and  will  abuse  me  very  much,  and  my 
intention  throughout  the  whole  thing  is  to  sit 
perfectly  quietly  and  hsten  to  it  all.  They  shall 
nave  the  satisfaction  of  my  hearing  every  word, 
and  they  may  depend  upon  it  that  I  shall  not 
reply.  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction,  I  hope,  at 
any  rate,  of  knowing  that  I  have  been  instru- 
mental, perhaps  in  a  very  small  degree,  in  open- 
Mr,  Header  Wood 


ing  this  deadlock,  that  seemed  to  be  dosed  lo 
that  no  power  could  open  it.  I  hope  I  shall  be 
instrumental  in  opening  it,  and  so  enable  this 
Parliament  to  consider  the  important  affairs  of 
the  colony,  and  not  allow  the  public  bosineat 
to  drift  into  confusion  for  the  sake  of  mere  per- 
sonalities. 

Sir  Q-.  Gbbt  rose  to  speak. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  gentleman 
has  already  spoken. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Not  on  this  point. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — You  moved  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— To  remove  the  difficulty, 
I  move,  That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— 1  presume  I  may  give  reasons 
why  the  House  should  not  adjourn  until  I  have 
made  an  explanation  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I 
speak  not  in  anger — in  fact,  I  may  say  that  I  fed 
no  anger  towaiSs  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken — but  I  confess  that  I  fed  aorry, 
for  I  think  the  honorable  gentleman  has  ahown 
that  he  has  not  considered  the  course  that  he  has 
taken  in  a  logical  aspect — that  he  has  nofc  fairly 
reasoned  out  in  his  own  mind  his  position  and 
his  duty  to  the  party  to  which  he  belongs.  I 
intend  to  cast  no  reflections  whatever  opon  the 
course  he  has  taken,  and  which  I  suppose  he  is 
satisfied  in  his  own  mind  he  was  justified  jm 
taking ;  but  I  will  give  reasons  why  I  should  not 
have  pursued  the  same  course.  Forty- two  genile- 
men  entered  into  an  agreement  that  they  would 
form  no  coalition  until  the  vot^  which  had  been 
so  long  ponding  was  taken.  That  agreement  was 
deliberately  come  to.  I  believe  that  I  could  not 
honorably  depart  from  that  agreement,  and  I 
contend  that,  in  point  of  honor,  no  man  was 
justified  in  breaking  off  that  agreement.  Now, 
to  show  how  illogical  the  honorable  gentleman's 
mind  is,  I  will  mention  tliis  fact :  He  and*  I  be- 
longed to  the  same  party,  and  we  found  it  impos- 
sible to  foroe  our  views  upon  a  reluctant  House. 
We  had  conversations  as  friends  and  as  members 
of  the  same  party.  I  had  no  bribe  to  offer  him 
to  induce  him  to  belong  to  our  side,  because  be 
already  belonged  to  it.  My  duty  was  to  consider 
what  was  best  for  New  Zealand — what  was  best 
to  secure  the  carrying  out  of  the  views  I  enter- 
tained— what  was  best  to  secure  the  fulfilment  ci 
the  views  of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  was 
associated ;  and  I  undoubtedly  did  say  that,  if  a 
new  Government  was  formed,  he  ought  to  take  the 
position  of  Colonial  Treasurer,  because  I  believed 
he  was,  by  natural  capacity  and  natural  thought* 
fulness,  more  fitted  to  do  good  in  the  present  em- 
barrassed financial  position  of  New  Zealand  thaa 
any  other  gentleman  that  I  knew.  I  asked  him 
to  promise  that  he  would  take  that  office  if  a 
new  Government  was  formed.  But  that  was  noi 
asking  him  to  leave  his  party  :  that  was  not  ask- 
ing him  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  me  to  bring 
him  over  to  my  views.  It  was  one  friend  speak- 
ing to  another — one  member  of  a  party  tpeaking 
to  another  member  of  the  same  party — and  etai- 
sulting  earnestly  with  him  for  the  good  of  the 
colonv.  There  is  no  analogy  between  that  and 
ontermg  into  a  treaty  with  the  €k>vemment  oa 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  The  hoootaUe 
gentleman  altogether  went  ast^ray  on  these  ti^ 
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points,  and  he  led  the  House  astray.  And  I  saj 
farther  that,  haying  detennined  to  enter  into 
negotiations  of  that  nature  with  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  the  honorable  gentleman  ought  to 
hare  communicated  with  us,  and  not  with  one  or 
two  members  only.  He  should  hare  told  the 
whole  party  that  he  was  about  to  break  the  en- 
gagement into  which  he  had  entered,  and  the 
circumstances,  honorable  or  dishonorable,  which 
induced  him  to  follow  that  course.  I  say,  with 
sorrow,  that  I  tliink  he  acted  wrongly  in  not 
doing  that.  Then,  again,  I  say  tbat  he  acted 
altogether  illogtcally  in  this  respect.  To-day  he 
Bays  that,  having  told  liis  friends,  the  Auckland 
members,  that  he  had  entered  into  terms  with 
the  Q-OTemment,  they  said  to  him,  *'  Why  did 
you  not  come  and  enter  into  terms  with  us  ?  " 
Now,  I  contend  that  this  is  an  unintentional  mis- 
representation of  the  case.  Wliat  we  felt,  and 
what  we  endeavoured  to  express,  was,  that  ho 
had  asked  for  what  any  member  representing 
Auckland  had  a  right  to  ask,  but  that  he  ought 
to  have  told  us  that  he  was  going  to  agree  to 
such  things,  instead  of  entering  into  terms  with 
the  Government  without  letting  us  know  any- 
thing about  it.  I  say  that  in  all  fairness,  con- 
certing with  us  as  he  did,  he  ought  to  have  said 
to  us,  "  I  am  about  to  ask  for  such-and-such 
things,  because  I  can  get  them  in  no  otlier  way." 
We  should  have  made  the  natural  answer,  '*  Why 
should  you  go  ?  We  all  agree  with  you  on  the 
point  of  which  you  speak."  And  now  the  honor- 
able gentleman  tells  the  Hou:«e  that  we  endea- 
voured to  bribe  him  back. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— I  did  not  say  you 
endeavoured  to  bribe  me. 

Sir  Or.  GREY.— But  you  said  that  in  order  to 
influence  you  to  return  I  said,  "  Could  you  not 
come  to  us,  and  get  the  same  terms?"  We  did 
not  look  upon  it  as  making  terms  at  all.  I  there- 
fore confess  that  it  was  with  absolute  sorrow  that 
I  heard  the  honorable  gentleman  say  that  such  a 
thing  took  place.  It  was  quite  certain  the  Oppo- 
sition would  have  had  a  majority  of  six,  and,  after 
that  vote  had  been  taken,  we  should  have  had  a 
much  larger  majority. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  say  Yes.  I  have  no  doubt  as 
to  the  accuracy  of  what  I  say.  Now,  the  action 
of  those  honorable  gentlemen  will  have  such  an 
effect  that  the  Government  will  not  have  a 
majority  of  six.  I  think,  on  the  contrary,  that 
when  the  division  is  taken  on  the  want-of-con- 
fidence  motion  it  will  be  found  that  other  gentle- 
men will  come  over  to  us.  A  shock  has  been 
given  to  the  public  mind  which  will  cause  other 
gentlemen,  as  they  ought  in  fairness^  to  vote  with 
us.  Honorable  gcntlumen  may  laugh,  but  I  say 
that  what  has  taken  place  will  give  a  great  shock 
to  public  feeling  throughout  the  country.  It  is 
a  thing  I  shall  always  lament  myself.  But  I  do 
not  look  upon  it  as  an  irretrievable  misfortune. 
I  think  good  will  come  out  of  it,  because  I  think 
that  so  bad  an  example  has  been  given  that  other 
people  will  be  deterred  from  following  it  hence- 
forth. I  do  not  think  the  honorable  gentleman's 
arguments  will  stand  with  any  unprejudiced  mind 
aa  a  justification  of  the  course  he  has  taken.    If, 


instead  of  attacking  me  for  having  endeavoured  to 
persuade  him  to  take  the  Treasurership,  he  had 
stood  up  and  said,  •'  I  believe  that  what  I  am 
doing  is  for  the  benefit  of  New  Zealand,  and  I  am 
determined  to  do  it,"  I  should  have  understood 
him  ;  but  his  justification  is  no  justification  at 
all. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— I  beg  the  honorable 
gentleman's  pardon.  All  sorts  of  aspersions  were 
cast  upon  us.  It  was  said  that  we  had  been 
making  bargains,  and  so  forth ;  and  I  simply 
told  the  truth  as  to  what  had  taken  place  on 
both  sides. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — The  point  I  was  raising  was, 
that  there  were  no  bargains  at  all.  I  did  not 
say,  "  Will  you  join  our  side,  and  become  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  ?     Will  vou  abandon  the  others  ?  " 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— I  beg  the  honorable 
gentleman's  pardon.  I  have  a  good  memory  for 
words.  The  honorable  gentleman  absolutely  said 
he  would  make  a  bargain  with  Mr.  Macandrew 
that  I  should  be  Colonial  Treasurer.  If  he  did 
not  say  that,  I  will  never  pretend  to  recollect 
words  again. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — The  honorable  gentleman  can- 
not see  the  point.  I  had  no  bargain  to  make.  I 
was  authorized  to  say  by  the  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  was  acting,  "  There  is  a  person  who  is 
qualified  to  act  as  Treasurer  during  the  present 
financial  difficulties  of  the  colony.  He  is  a  friend 
of  ours  ;  he  is  one  of  our  party  ;  and  I  think  you 
must  agree  that  he  is  the  best  man  to  put  in  the 
position  of  Colonial  Treasurer."  There  was  no 
bargain  there.  Did  we  sell  ourselves  for  such  a 
purpose  ?  Did  we  agree  to  abandon  our  friends 
for  such  a  purpose  ?  If  I  had  gone  to  the  Qo» 
vemment  and  said,  "Will  you  take  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waiteniata  into  your  Ministry 
as  Colonial  Treasurer  ?  "  that  would  have  been  a 
bargain  ;  but  in  this  there  was  no  bargain  at  all. 
It  was  two  friends  making  an  arrangement,  as 
they  thought,  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony — an 
arrangement  which  they  had  a  perfect  right  to 
make  —  an  arrangement  which  broke  no  prior 
agreement  into  which  a  large  body  of  gentlemen 
had  entered  amongst  themselves.  That  is  the 
point.  But  I  wish  to  say  nothing  unkind.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  endeavoured  to  satisfy 
his  own  convictions.  I  do  not  say  that  his 
motives  are  not  good — I  do  not  tay  that  he  had 
not  a  desire  to  benefit  the  country  in*  what  he 
did ;  but  I  cannot  dismiss  from  my  mind  the 
belief  that  he  has  done  more  harm  by  the  step  he 
has  taken  than  anything  the  other  tide  can  do. 
I  believe  his  action  will  have  a  most  prejudicial 
effect  upon  our  public  life.  In  my  own  case  I 
feel  altogether  shaken  at  the  present  moment. 
There  were  no  circumstances  to  justify  the  step. 
I  do  not  now  know  what  to  expect.  >'o  man  can 
tell  what  may  occur.  I  say  that  we  were  certain 
of  a  majority.  If  we  had  asserted  our  majority, 
as  we  were  prepared  to  do,  and  a  discussion  had 
arisen  as  to  what  kind  of  Miuistiy  should  be 
formed,  then  the  honorable  gentleman  would  have 
been  justified  in  leaving  us  if  he  did  not  approve 
of  what  we  did  j  but  I  do  say  that  the  step  he 
has  taken  is  most  unfortunate  for  the  country, 
and  a  step  that  will  be  most  unfortunate  fur  party 
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goyemment  in  this   conntry  for  nutoj  je^n  to 
come. 

The  boar  of  half-paet  five  o*clock  haTing  ar- 
rired,  Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BESUICED. 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
leren  o'clock. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  2). 

Major  ATKINSON.— With  pcrmiMion  of  the 
House,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  if  he  would  agree  to  pass  the 
Supply  Bill  through,  as  honorable  members  of 
another  place  hare  consented  to  meet  again  to- 
night to  pass  it.  If  we  do  not  pa«s  it  thb  even- 
ing it  cannot  be  pa»eed  before  Tuesday,  and  great 
inconyenience  to  the  public  service  must  ensue, 
as  we  have  already  gone  so  long  without  supply. 
In  order  to  give  tiie  honorable  gentleman  an 
opi>ortunity  afierwards  of  resuming  his  speech,  I 
shall  be  happy  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
either  to  move  that  the  Hou^e  do  again  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply,  or  to  bring  up  the  want-of- 
confidence  motion,  in  either  of  which  cases  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  be  able  to  resume  his 
speech,  and  the  debate  can  go  on  until  we  come 
to  a  decision. 

Sir  Q-.  GREY. — I  do  not  see  my  way  accurately 
to  fall  into  the  honorable  gentleman's  proposal. 
As  I  understand  it  the  question  is  this :  A  sudden 
defection  has  taken  place  from  the  Opposition, 
and  the  Government  were  not  willing  at  first  to 
produce  any  written  documents  connected  with 
that  defection,  or  make  any  statement  with  re- 
gard to  it.  I  thereupon  moved  an  amendment  to 
Uie  efiect  that  these  documents  should  be  pro- 
duced ;  and  upon  that  amendment  another  amend- 
ment was  moved,  and  the  Government  would 
have  been  beaten  by  a  considerable  majority  upon 
the  second  amendment  if  they  had  not  resorted 
to  the  device  of  abandoning  their  own  side  and 
going  into  the  opposite  lobby,  so  as  to  appear  to 
acquiesce  in  the  proposal.  I  had  therefore  the 
pleasure  of  finding  fifty-two  honorable  members 
voting  with  me.  The  Government  went  so  far  as 
to  cry  out  "  Aye  "  and  vote  "  No,*'  thus  belying 
what  they  had  said. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  repeat  that  such  was  the 
case ;  and  the  Treasurer  did  so  himself.  And 
now,  what  I  am  asked  to  do  is,  I  believe,  to 
abandon  that  amendment. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Then  I  ask  that  it  may  bo 
carried  without  further  discussion.  As  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  upon  which  we  were 
speaking  was  moved  to  enable  me  to  speak,  I  do 
not  see  how,  if  we  now  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply,  we  are  to  go  back  to  the  position  in 
which  we  were  before.  I  regard  the  subject  on 
which  I  was  speaking  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant subjects  that  could  be  possibly  brought  be- 
fore the  House.  The  honor  of  the  public  men 
of  New  Zealand  is  involved  in  it,  and  therefore 
if  I  get  an  assurance  that  wo  can  resume  it  I  will 
not  object  to  go  on  with  Supply  in  the  mean- 
time. 

Sir  G,  Grey 


Major  ATKINSON.— As  I  understand,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  going  back  to 
the  same  subject.  I  am  only  speaking  in  the 
public  interest,  which  I  understand  the  bonoraUe 
gentleman  also  wishes  to  forward.  After  we  have 
gone  through  Supply  I  will  again  move  that  jon 
leave  the  chair  in  order  to  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply,  or  my  honorable  friend  the  Premier  will 
move  that  the  remaining  Orders  of  the  day  and 
notices  of  motion  be  postponed  in  order  to  take 
the  no-confidence  motion.  In  either  of  those 
cases  the  honorable  gentleman  can  bring  up  any 
subject  he  may  think  proper,  as  the  ordinary 
rules  of  debate  are  suspended  in  such  cases.  We 
are  prepared  to  let  the  honorable  genUenoan's 
amendment  go  on  the  voices,  and  then  go  into 
Supply  ;  and  afterwards  we  will  take  wbsUerer 
course  the  honorable  gentleman  wishes,  so  as  to 
get  back  to  the  debate. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  do  not  want  to  stop  supplies. 
and  if  any  fair  arrangement  can  be  made  I  shall 
be  glad  to  agree  to  it.  But  I  think  the  Bubject 
we  were  engaged  on  is  the  mo.<it  important  that 
has  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Parliament 
of  New  Zealand,  and  I  should  like  the  debate 
upon  it  to  be  resumed  and  carried  on  until  com- 
pleted. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  Hoofe 
negatived,  and  amendment  agreed  to. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  gave  leave  to  introduce  the  Imprest  Su^v 
Bill  (No.  2).  which  was  read  a  first,  a  seccmd, 
and  a  third  time. 

AUCKLAND  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  granting  of  supply  having 
been  disposed  of,  perhaps  the  honorable  gentle- 
man will  state  whether  he  prefers  resuming  the 
discussion  on  the  motion  for  going  into  Sop|3y,  or 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  waat- 
of-confidence  motion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers.  We  will  leave  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  state  what  course  he  wishes  to  take. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  understood  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  was  to  propose  a  resolution  in  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  authorizing  payments 
to  be  made  of  oubsidies  to  local  bodies. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — As  it  is  only  a  resolu- 
tion in  Committee  of  Supply,  it  does  not  matter 
whether  or  not  it  is  passed  to-night.  It  can  be 
brought  forward  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— The  honorable  gentleman 
stated  that  his  table  was  groaning  with  applica- 
tions from  local  bodies  for  payment  of  subsidies. 
The  delay  of  two  days  makes  a  serious  diflerence 
to  the  local  bodies. 

Majoi>  ATKINSON.— I  thought  the  honorable 
gentleman  knew  something  about  governing  tbe 
country.  Ho  is  quite  aware  that  1  can  use  sup- 
plies for  this  purpose.  I  am  not  now  in  want 
of  cash. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Tuapeka  asked  the  honorable  gentleman 
whether  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill  would  enaUe 
the  payments  to  the  local  bodies  to  be  made.  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  a  resolution  would  be 
required  to  be  passed  in  Committee  of  Ways  aiel 
Means, 
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Mr.  MONTGOMEEY.— WiU  aU  the  aubeidies 
be  paid  to-morrow  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— No  ;  they  cannot  all  be 
paid  to-morrow.  We  can  begin  to  pay  some  of 
them.  Tbe  law  permits  me  to  pay  the  subsidies 
so  long  as  I  have  sufficient  money  in  hand. 

Mr.  HALL. — ^Will  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  state  which  course  he  prefers  to 
adopt — which  of  the  two  courses  pointed  out 
would  be  most  convenient  for  him  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  the  Hon.  the  Premier  is 
very  ready  to  go  into  the  want-of -confidence  mo- 
tion to-night,  which  has  been  delayed  so  long. 
There  was  a  distinct  understanding  that,  if  I 
would  agree  to  Supply  being  taken  first,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  move  ogain  that  you  do 
leave  the  chair.  I  wish  that  understanding  car- 
ried out. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  There  was  no  distinct 
understanding  to  that  efiect.  There  were  two 
courses  for  the  honorable  gentleman  to  pursue. 
The  Hon.  the  Premier  was  quite  right  in  putting 
the  alternative  to  the  honorable  member  which  I 
put  myself. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  distinctly  understood  that 
the  House  would  go  back  to  the  motion  for 
going  into  Supply. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  lionorable  gentle- 
man having  elected  not  to  go  into  the  no-confi- 
dence motion,  I  move,  That  you  do  leave  the  chair 
in  order  that  the  House  may  go  into  Committee 
of  Supply. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  move,  That  the  debate  be 
adjourned  to  permit  of  papers  asked  for  being 
brought  up.  Speaking  to  that  motion,  I  shall 
have  to  review  what  I  think  is  one  of  the  sadde.^t 
transactions  that  have  perhaps  ever  occurred  in 
the  history  of  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand.  I 
shall  make  my  statement  in  such  a  way  as  not 
to  irritate  anybody.  I  shall  simply  state  facts 
and  explain  points  in  my  own  conduct  which  have 
been  animadverted  upon.  A  large  body  of  gentle- 
men pledged  themselves  to  one  another  to  have 
no  coalition  and  to  take  no  steps  until  the  want- 
of-confidence  motion  had  been  debated  in  this 
House  and  disposed  of.  I  say  that  three  of  these 
gentlemen  certainly  agreed  to  that  motion  :  they 
pledged  themselves  to  it.  I  pledged  myself  also 
to  the  same  arrangement,  and  some  forty  or  forty- 
one  gentlemen  pledged  themselves  to  it.  With 
the  exception  of  these  three  gentlemen  every  one 
of  the  forty-one  gentlemen  beheved  that  without 
breach  of  honor  it  was  not  possible  to  go  back 
from  that  agreement.  Now,  we  have  a  right 
to  our  opinions  ;  they  have  a  right  to  theirs.  I 
shall  state  what  our  opinions  are.  These  three 
gentlemen  having  departed  from  that  arrange- 
ment, the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  this 
evening  brought  an  accusation  against  myself. 
He  stated,  as  a  justification  for  the  Government 
party  having  made  proposals,  that  I  had  made  a 
proposal  to  him — that  the  proposal  I  had  made 
to  him  was  that,  upon  a  Government  being 
formed  from  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  he 
should  take  the  position  of  Colonial  Treasurer. 
Sir,  I  certainly  did  make  that  proposal,  and  it 
was  my  earnest  wish  that  he  would  accept  it. 
It  was  mj  decided  opinion  that  he  ought  to  be 


in  that  position,  for  I  believed  that,  from  his 
ability  and  experience,  he  would  be  able  to  cope 
with  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  country. 
The  honorable  member  further  stated  that  I  said 
I  would  make  it  a  condition  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  that  such  should  be 
the  case — that  if  I  was  not  to  make  a  bargain 
with  him  I  was  to  make  one  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers.  I  defend  myself 
against  that  accusation  by  stating  this  :  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata  was  a  member 
of  the  party  with  myself,  and  was  bound  in  a 
common  agreement  with  me.  Making  such  a 
proposal  could  have  had  no  influence,  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  getting  him  to  join  the  party. 
Talking  over  the  subject  amongst  friends,  amongst 
members  of  the  same  party,  is  a  totally  difierent 
thing  from  going  to  the  Government,  when  you 
are  in  opposition,  and  asking  the  Government 
questions  of  that  kind,  or  receiving  offers  of  that 
kind  from  the  Government.  I  do  not  see  how  a 
conversation  of  that  sort  between  members  of  the 
Opposition  could  be  the  same  thing  as  a  com- 
pact entered  into  with  gentlemen  sitting  on  the 
Government  benches.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  enter  into  any  com- 
pact to  take  office  himself :  that  is  my  absolute 
and  decided  opinion.  But  I  think  it  is  just  as 
bad  to  propose  that  an  office  should  be  taken 
by  another  honorable  member  of  the  same  party, 
and  so  cau^e  him  to  leave  this  side  of  the  House 
and  go  to  the  opposite  side.  The  honorable 
gentleman  brought  a  general  accusation  against 
the  party.  He  said  that  when  he  informed  the 
Auckland  members  that  he  had  entered  into  a 
certain  arrangement  with  the  Government,  and 
accepted  certain  terms  from  them,  some  of  them 
faid,  "  Why  did  you  not  come  to  us  for  those 
terms  ?  "  There  is  no  analogy  whatever  between 
the  two  cases.  If  the  party  which  was  about 
to  form  a  Government  had  otTered  terms  to  him 
to  induce  him  to  join  us,  it  would  be  considered  a 
question  between  friends.  As  far  as  I  know  the 
terms,  there  was  nothing  that  we  could  not  feel 
ourselves  justified  in  being  a  party  to.  There  was 
no  excuse  for  his  passing  over  to  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  I  go  a  little  further ;  and  I  confess  I 
do  BO  with  sorrow.  In  justifying  his  conduct  to 
us,  he  stated  that  part  of  the  terms  made  with  the 
Government  was  that  they  should  bring  in  such 
liberal  measures  as  the  whole  House  was  agreed 
upon.  That  was  really  not  exacting  anjthing  from 
them  but  what  they  had  promised  the  country 
and  Parliament  to  do.  I  confess  that  I  am  so 
grieved  and  so  astonished  that  I  hardly  know  in 
what  terms  to  characterize  what  has  taken  place. 
It  has  altogether  for  the  time  shaken  my  con- 
fidence in  my  fellow-men.  Several  other  points 
were  mentioned  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  I 
think,  to  a  certain  extent,  he  has  hardly  acted  so 
well  as  I  should  have  wished  on  some  points.  For 
instance,  he  told  the  House  that  part  of  the  agree- 
ment— I  do  not  wish  to  misrepresent  him  in  any 
way — that  part  of  the  agreement  entered  into 
with  the  Qovernment  was  that  certain  accounts 
should  be  made  out  showing  how  moneys  had  been 
expended  in  difierent  parts  of  the  country,  that 
a  balance  should  be  struck,  and  that  any  wrong 
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done  to  Auckland  sbould  be  made  good ;  and 
then  he  went  on  to  eaj  it  might  mean  nothing  at 
all.  I  am  informed  positively  that  be  has  induced 
the  people  of  Auckland  to  believe  it  may  possibly 
amount  to  £500,000— that  that  was  by  his  au- 
thority telegraphed  to  Auckland. 

Mr.  KEADER  WOOD.— No,  I  nerer  author- 
ised it  to  be  telegraphed. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Well,  the  honorable  gentleman 
made  that  statement  to  a  gentleman  who  he  knew 
wa«  certain  to  telegraph  it.  There  is  a  wonder- 
ful difference  between  the  two  statements.  It 
comes  out  very  softly  to  say  in  this  House  the 
balance  may  be  nothing,  and  it  is  very  encourag- 
ing to  certain  persons  in  Auckland  to  be  told  that 
this  arrangement  may  possibly  give  Auckland 
£500,000.  There  is  a  wide  margin  between  the 
two.  I  still  hope  that  at  the  last  moment  those 
honorable  gentlemen  will  feel  that  it  is  better  that 
this  no-confidence  motion  should  be  taken  under 
the  original  agreement ;  and  then  let  new  arrange- 
ments be  made.  Let  the  original  agreement  be 
adhered  to.  Altogether  I  felt  distressed  beyond 
measure  when  I  heard  tl)at  tlie  honorable  tuem- 
ber  for  Auckland  City  West  was  told  to  go  orer 
and  get  a  portfolio — concealing  the  truth  from  us 
that  negotiations  were  going  on  between  him 
and  the  Government  at  the  time  he  was  acting 
with  us,  and  urging  that  no  coalition  should  take 
place.  It  is  no  argument  to  say  tliat  different 
circumstances  had  arisen.  He  ought  to  have 
come  and  told  us  that  he  had  changed  his  mind  ; 
that  he  considered  the  compact  between  him  and 
his  party  was  over,  and  that  he  considered  he 
was  a  free  man.  I  regret  extremely  he  did  not 
do  that.  There  is  another  honorable  gentleman 
who  acted  very  differently,  the  honorable  member 
for  Marsden.  He  did  come  to  me,  and  spoke  in 
a  manner  I  shall  always  remember  with  feelings 
of  pleasure,  and  told  me  that,  consequent  upon 
my  retirement  from  the  leadership  of  the  parly, 
he  considered  he  was  free — that  I  was  the  person 
to  whom  he  was  engaged,  and  that,  as  I  no  longer 
led  the  party,  he  considered  he  was  free.  I  at 
once  replied  in  the  same  spirit,  saving  that,  so 
far  as  I  was  concerned,  he  was  free — that  I  had 
nothing  else  to  expect  from  him.  I  will  pass 
on  to  another  interesting  matter,  and  that  is 
the  division  which  took  place  this  evening.  That 
is  the  one  thing  which  fills  me  v  th  confidence. 
I  believe  that  the  truth  is  mighty  and  must  pre- 
vail. I  suppose  such  a  thing  as  happened  this 
evening  was  never  witnessed  in  the  world  before. 
I  think  not.  A  large  number  of  members  sud- 
denly rushed  from  one  bide  of  the  House  to 
the  other  in  order  that  they  might  not  appear  to 
be  defeated :  but  they  were  defeated.  The  Go- 
vernment resisted  the  motion  I  brought  forward — 
absolutely  resisted  it.     They  called  for  a  division. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— They  called  for  a  division. 

Hon.  Members.- -No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— They  called  for  a  division. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Sir  G,  GREY.  —  I  have  no  doubt  upon  the 

point.     When  the  question  was  put,  "  Those  who 

are  in  favour  of  retaining  the  words  will  say  Aye," 

I   heard  those  honorable   members   say  "Aye." 

Sir  O.  Grey 


They  pledged  themselvefl  to  vote  "  Aye  "  by  cry- 
ing out  "  Aye  ;*'  but  the  moment  they  found  the 
"  Noes  "  would  carry  a  great  majority,  at  onee 
they  abandoned  their  cry  and  rushed  into  Uie 
opposite  lobby,  and  made  up  a  party  of  fifty- 
two  members.  I  stood  apparently  bopeleealy  de- 
feated, and  yet  such  was  the  power  of  truth  that 
I  was  victorious.  I  have  made  this  statement 
with  the  greatest  possible  regret.  I  do  not  wish 
t-o  hurt  anybody's  feelings.  I  have  simply  tried 
to  clear  myselF  and  the  party  from  the  aspersions 
thrown  upon  us.  I  am  bewildered,  and  sad — ia 
fact,  I  do  not  know  that  any  such  blow  has  ever 
before  come  upon  me  in  my  public  life ;  but  I  fed 
that  I  shall  before  long  be  followed  into  the 
lobbies  by  a  majority.  I  feel  certain  such  a  coali- 
tion cannot  last.  Their  majority  is  sroaU.  and  I 
believe  within  a  week  or  ten  days  that  majority 
will  melt  away  to  nothing,  and  that,  inst^d  ot 
their  having  a  triumph,  the  triumph  will  be 
given  to  us.  I  feel  sure  that  throughout  Kew 
Zealand  there  will  be  a  general  feeling  that  we 
have  been  badly  treated,  that  we  require  support, 
and  that  that  support  we  shall  have  from  eveiy 
part  of  the  country  and  from  a  majority  of  this 
House.  I  call  upon  honorable  gentlemen  who 
have  been  long  connected  with  roe  not  to  de- 
spond, but  to  rely  upon  it  we  shall  yet  triumph, 
and  tliat  we  shall  yet  put  our  feet  on  those  foes 
who  have  united  to  trample  us  under  foot 

Mr.  REID. — I  cannot  allow  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  to  pass 
without  comment.  I  listened  with  great  atten- 
tion to  the  lionorable  gentleman  ;  but  I  must  say 
I  think  such  a  lamentable  attempt  at  excuse  for  a 
political  somersault  was  never  before  seen  in  the 
Assembly  of  New  Zealand.  I  speak  as  a  young 
member  in  this  Assembly ;  but,  having  had  expe- 
rience in  one  capacity  und  another  iu  numerous 
snidl  governing  bodies,  I  have  never  seen  such  an 
exliibilio  I  as  this,  even  in  the  smallest  public 
bodies  on  the  West  Coast.  Before  coming  to 
this  House,  I  had  been  taught  to  look  up  to  the 
leading  men,  such  as  the  honorable  member  for 
WaitematA,  as  examples  for  a  political  career  in 
future  years ;  but  the  value  of  such  an  example 
as  tliat  which  the  honorable  gentleman  lias  this 
day  set  us  is  not  very  great.  The  honorable 
gentleman  not  only  referred  to  what  had  taken 
place  between  himself  and  other  gentlemeu — the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers — which  was  s 
breach  of  faith — but  also  to  what  took  place  at 
the  caucuses  of  the  party.  Now,  I  happen  to 
know  something  of  what  took  place  in  tbess 
caucuses,  and  I  know  how  the  honorable  gentle- 
man himself  behaved  at  these  meetings.  1  re- 
member the  meeting  of  the  party  to  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  refers,  in  the  Ministerial 
room,  before  we  decided  to  go  into  oppoalion, 
and  evidently  that  honorable  gentleman  must 
have  meant  at  that  meeting  to  throw  overboard 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— No. 

Mr.  REID. — To  my  mind,  it  must  have  been 
BO,  because — the  honorable  gentleman  will  correct 
me  if  I  am  wrong — the  proposer  of  the  hoaw^ 
able  member  for  Port  Chalmers  as  leader  of  the 
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Opposition  was  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
temata.  The  cry  was  raised  that  there  should 
be  no  coalition.  I  did  not  agree  with  it,  and  I 
spoke  against  the  proposal,  but  was  talked  down. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  was  one  of 
the  chief  spokesmen  on  that  occasion.  He,  above 
all  others,  insisted  there  should  be  no  coalition. 
When  a  show  of  hands  was  demanded  in  favour 
of  the  resolution  rejecting  the  idea  of  coalition,  I 
did  not  hold  up  my  hand,  but  still  I  said  I  would 
hold  to  the  party.  The  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata,  however,  held  up  his  hand  for  the 
resolution.  Of  that  I  am  sure,  because  I  was 
sitting  close  to  him;  and,  moreover,  he  spoke 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  new  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  said  we  must  stick  to  our  leader 
throughout  the  whole  session. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— May  I  ask  whether 
our  leader  has  stuck  to  us  ? 

Mr.  REID. — The  honorable  gentleman  asks 
whether  our  leader  has  stuck  to  us.  I  think  so. 
I  would  further  call  the  remembrance  of  the 
honorable  member  to  the  very  last  caucus  we  had 
— an  accidental  caucus,  if  I  may  term  it  so — when 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  met  ten 
or  fourteen  of  us  in  the  passage,  and  said  we  had 
better  have  a  meeting  to  see  what  amendment 
should  be  proposed  to  measures  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  bringing  down.  We  went  into  one  of 
the  rooms,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  produced  a  very  mild  amendment — so 
mild  that  some  of  us  expressed  our  doubts  as  to 
whether  it  was  suffic'ently  strong  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence.  The 
question  was  then  asked  as  to  where  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata  was.  He  was  sent 
for,  and,  having  arrived,  did  not  only  coincide 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers, 
but  suggested  that  the  only  course  for  us  to  follow 
was  to  stop  supplies ;  and,  acting  upon  the  advice 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  we  re- 
solved to  stop  supplies:  yet  this  gentleman  now 
comes  before  the  House  and  shows  how  dex- 
terously he  can  turn  a  political  somersault.  The 
only  excuse  that  honorable  member  has  is,  tliat 
accounts  shall  be  made  up  for  the  Auckland 
District,  and  that  that  district  shall  receive  a  fair 
share  of  public  money  in  the  future.  That 
may  be  a  good  excuse  so  far  as  Auckland  is 
concerned,  but  not  to  members  of  other  districts, 
who  will  be  inclined  to  say,  "Let  us  start  fair. 
liet  us  hare  the  accounts  squared,  not  with  Auck- 
land alone,  but  with  Otago,  witli  the  west  coast 
of  the  Middle  Island,  and  with  Nelson  ;  "  and  I 
issue  this  as  a  warning  to  the  members  of  those 
districts.  If  Auckland  is  the  only  province  that 
is  to  have  its  accounts  squared,  it  is  time  we 
looked  to  our  own  districts.  I  cannot  help  say- 
ing that  I  am  very  much  grieved  at  the  con- 
duct of  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata. 
I  thought  that  I  should  be  able  to  follow  those 
leading  men  of  whom  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata  is  one.  But  X  am  sorry  that 
such  a  bad  example  should  be  set  by  that  honor- 
able gentleman.  The  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  stands  up  and  says  he  is  not  the  least 
ashamed  of  it.  I  am  ashamed  of  it.  I,  for  one, 
say  so ;  and  I  think  many  honorable  members  will 


be  asliamed  of  it,  and  will  express  their  shame 
this  very  evening.  I  could  not  but  help  remark- 
ing the  position  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton  took  during  the  whole  speech  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata.  He  sat  there 
with  his  head  in  his  hands  all  the  time.  The 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West,  even, 
blushed  during  the  whole  of  its  delivery.  After 
what  I  have  experienced  in  the  meetings  of  our 
party,  I  do  not  know  language  strong  enough  to 
describe  the  conduct  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata.  I  will  just  conclude  by  saying 
that  I  trust  before  the  motion  of  want  of  confi- 
dence is  taken  I  shall  find,  from  the  Otago  Pro- 
vince—  from  every  province,  in  fact — as  many 
openly  return  to  our  ranks  as  have  now  covertly 
deserted  them. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  should  like  to  say 
one  or  two  words  with  regard  to  the  statement 
which  has  been  made  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata.  I  do  so  more  in  sorrow  than  in 
anger.  I  cannot  conceive  why  private  conver- 
sations between  us  on  these  benches  have  been 
brought  up  in  this  House  in  the  manner  they 
have  been  by  that  honorable  gentleman.  If  all 
the  gossip  which  passes  between  friends  after 
dinner,  in  confidence,  is  to  be  repeated  here, 
and  Hansardized,  I  do  not  know  what  will  be 
the  end  of  it.  I  confess  I  shall  be  very  chaiy 
of  opening  my  mouth,  lest  every  word  might  be 
repeated  in  this  House  and  Hansardized.  My 
honorable  friend  stated  nothing  but  the  truth  ; 
but  he  did  not  state  the  whole  truth.  From 
what  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  said, 
it  might  appear  that  I  arrogated  to  myself  the 
function  or  privilege  of  nominating  the  future 
Premier.  Such  a  thing,  Sir,  never  entered  my 
head.  What  took  place  was  tliis  :  Sitting  on  this 
bench  one  evening  after  dinner,  the  conversation 
between  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  * 
and  myself  turned  in  the  direction  of  the  pos- 
sibilities of  the  future.  I  think  it  was  said, 
"  Supposing  the  Ministry  were  to  resign,  what 
then?  Whom  will  the  Governor  send  for?" 
"  Well,  I  do  not  know  for  whom  he  will  send — I 
know  he  will  not  send  for  me."  The  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  said,  "  You  must  be 
Premier."  "  Oh,  no,"  said  I ;  "  you  must  be 
Premier.  You  are  better  qualified  for  the  posi- 
tion than  I  am  ;  unfortunately  I  have  not  got 
the  qualiBcations  of  eloquence  and  ready  speak- 
ing that  you  have,  and,  however  fit  I  might  be 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  I  could 
not  claim  the  ^me  power  of  speech  that  you 
have  J "  and  therefore  I  admitted,  and  admit 
now,  that  of  the  two  men  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata  is  far  better  fitted  to  take 
the  leadership  of  the  House  than  I  should  be.  I 
thought  my  honorable  friend  was  looking  at  the 
matter  a  little  seriously,  and  I  said,  "We  had 
better  catch  our  hare  first  before  we  cook  it.  We 
shall  have  to  consult  our  friends  in  the  party ; 
their  pulse  will  have  to  be  felt ;"  and  I  think  I 
went  on  to  say  the  proudest  thing  I  could  do 
would  be  to  form  a  Ministry  of  which  I  myself 
should  not  be  a  member,  inasmuch  as  I  said  that 
from  my  inability  as  a  speaker  I  did  not  wish  to 
place  myself  in  a  false  position.    Why  all  that 
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should  be  dragged  up  here  to-uight,  and  with 
what  object,  I  cannot  conceive.  There  was  cer- 
tainly nothing  to  warrant  the  honorable  member 
for  Waiteroata  in  the  action  he  has  taken.  I 
think,  too,  I  added  that  I  was  prepared  to  do 
anything  for  the  good  of  the  partv,  and  if  I  was 
asked  to  command  the  Channel  fleet,  and  it  was 
for  the  good  of  the  party,  I  should  consent  to 
do  so.  1  can  assure  you,  Sir,  that  I  never  arro- 
gated to  myself  the  right  or  tlie  privilege  of 
nominating  any  one  for  this,  that,  or  the  other 
position.  1  stated,  "  Sufliciont  unto  the  day  is  the 
evil  thereof.  Whenever  the  Q-ovemment  goes 
out,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  form  a  Ministry, 
no  doubt  we  can  form  a  very  strong  one."  And  I 
have  no  doubt  that  had  it  been  our  lot  to  form,  a 
Ministry — as  it  may  yet  be,  notwithstanding  the 
defection  of  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata 
— we  should  have  formed  a  very  strong  one.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  need  say  anything  further.  I  think 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  explained 
a  little  time  ago  that  the  leader  of  the  party  had 
deserted  him.  I  should  like  to  know  wherein  I 
have  deserted  liim.  I  am  not  aware  of  it.  I  hold 
a  very  moderate  opinion  of  my  own  abilities,  and 
certainly  I  never  expected  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  could  stand  up  and  state 
what  he  did  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  has  asked  why  essentially  pri- 
vate conversations  between  honorable  members 
should  be  repeated  here,  and  Hansardized.  The 
reason  is,  there  has  been  an  attempt  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  to  bring  before 
the  House  conversations  of  an  essentially  private 
nature.  Some  honorable  gentlemen  want  to  have 
private  conversations  on  the  one  side  brought 
up,  but  objfect  to  private  conversations  on  the 
other  side  being  disclosed.  That,  Sir,  is  exactly 
the  case.  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  have 
risen  now,  had  it  not  been  for  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  alluding  to  gentlemen 
rushing  across  the  floor  of  the  House.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  said  he  was 
followed,  and  would  be  followed,  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  honorable  members.  It  is  quite  clear  from 
this  remark  that  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  is  to  be  leader  of  the  Opposition  party. 
It  is  quite  clear,  whoever  may  bo  the  nominal 
leader — the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers, the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa,  or  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata  —  the  leader 
they  will  have  to  follow  will  be  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames.  That  was  a  very  in- 
structive remark.  It  is  perfectly  true  that,  al- 
though at  the  first  division  I  did  give  my  voice 
for  the  Ayes,  I  have  since  had  time  for  reflection, 
and  reflection  satisfies  me  we  had  better  carry 
the  motion.  Honorable  members  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  House  have  been  told  there  is  no 
correspondence,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  they  did 
then  look  exceedingly  foolish.  However,  I  am 
very  glad  that  the  substance  of  what  took  place 
has  been  stated  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata.  What  does  it  amount  to?  That 
the  honorable  member  refused  the  Premiership 
from  one  leader  of  the  party,  and  afterwards 
from  another  leader  of  the  party. 
Mr.  Macandrew 


Hon.  MKiCBEBS. — No,  no. 

Mr.  HALL, — ^Well,  honorable  gentlemen  differ 
upon  the  subject.  According  to  the  statemeDt 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  that 
is  so. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb. — The  Treasurership. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  Treasurership  from  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  and  the  Pre- 
miership from  the  honorable  member  far  Port 
Chalmers.  Therefore,  Sir,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitenuita  was  in- 
fluenced by  selflsh  and  ]>er8onal  considerationt. 
We  have  nothing  to  ofier  him  that  would  place  him 
in  a  higher  position  than  Treasurer  or  Premier — 
nothing  superior  to  that  which  it  appears  he  waa 
to  be.  The  honorable  member  for  Waitemata 
states — and,  I  think,  with  that  clearness  and  logic 
for  which  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thamea 
has  given  him  credit  —  that  circumstances  had 
entirely  altered  since  the  elections;  that  things 
had  come  to  a  deadlock ;  that,  unless  some  con- 
cession was  made,  the  oonntry  would  be  placed 
in  a  very  difficult  and  dangerous  position :  that 
in  these  circumstances  he  had  to  consider  what 
it  was  his  duty  to  the  country  to  do,  and  that 
he  allowed  his  duty  to  the  colony  at  large  to 
outweigh  the  considerations  of  party.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  has  stated  very  tr^y  that  reallj 
there  are  not  two  parties  in  the  House ;  there 
are  two  sets  of  men  who  might  more  propeiij  be 
described  each  as  the  personal  following  under 
a  separate  leader.  No  one  values  more  higlilj 
than  I  do  the  loyal  feeling  which  binds  men 
together  as  members  of  what  they  believe  to 
be  a  party.  It  is  a  virtue ;  but  if  that  feeling 
is  carried  so  far  as  to  lead  men  to  sacrifice  the 
interests  of  the  country  to  party  considerations, 
then  that  virtue  becomes  a  vice.  It  is  at  anj 
time  an  unjustifiable  thing  to  do,  to  give  up  to  the 
interests  of  party  what  is  "  meant  for  mankind." 
My  honorable  friend  the  member  for  Waitemata 
has  risen  superior  to  that  feeling.  He  said  rery 
truly  and  feelingly  that  he  knew  well  the  amount 
of  abuse  he  was  bringing  on  his  head,  but  that 
he  was  perfectly  willing  to  suffer  it  in  order  that 
he  might  open  this  deadlock  from  which  the 
country  was  suflTering.  That  was  the  object  of 
my  honorable  friend  in  coming  to  this  side  of 
tlie  House.  Reference  was  made  to  the  ques- 
tion of  education,  and  the  condition  imposed 
with  regard  to  it  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata.  I  suppose  I  am  responsible  for 
the  condition  referred  to,  because  it  is  well 
known  that  I  hold  certain  views  upon  the  aub- 

i'ect  of  religious  teaching  in  Gh>vemment  schools. 
^t  is  not  true,  as  has  been  represented,  that  I 
wish  in  any  way  to  disturb  the  present  Education 
Act.  I  value  that  Act  very  highly  ;  but  I  bold 
that  some  concessions  are  desirable  for  that  lax^ 
class  of  our  fellow-subjects  who  are  conscien- 
tiously unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Act  as 
it  now  stands ;  and  I  would  refuse  to  enter  any 
Ministry  unless  I  were  able,  when  opportunity 
offered,  to  give  effect  to  my  own  conscientious 
convictions  upon  that  subject.  The  honorahle 
member  for  Waitemata  stipulated  that  the  £dQ* 
cation  Act  was  not  to  be  interfered  with,  hat 
agreed  that,  if  opportunity  should  arise,  I  should 
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be  at  liberty  to  give  my  vote  according  to  my 
conscientious  convictions.  As  to  the  Liberal  Re- 
form Bills,  I  cannot  say  that  I  felt  very  much 
flattered  at  the  honorable  member  asking  if  it 
really  was  our  intention  to  proceed  with  those 
measures.  That,  Sir,  was  what  we  meant  to 
do  all  along.  With  regard  to  the  third  stipu- 
lation, as  to  what  is  due  to  Auckland.  The 
honorable  member  for  Wait^mata  contended 
that,  in  proportion  to  its  contributions  to  the 
revenue,  justice  had  not  been  done  to  Auck- 
land ;  that  the  facts  of  the  case  should  be 
ascertained ;  and  that  any  injustice  done  in 
times  past  should  be  remedied.  We  not  only 
agree  to  that  in  the  cose  of  Auckland,  but  we 
agree  that  it  should  be  done  in  the  case  of 
other  parts  of  the  colony.  I  do  not  know 
how  the  account  will  come  out;  but,  as  to  any 
such  statement  having  ever  been  suggested  ao 
that  £500,000  should  be  paid  to  Auckland,  all 
I  can  say  is,  that  tliere  never  was  anything  of 
the  kind.  It  is  perfectly  absurd.  The  House 
has  heard  from  the  honorable  member  for  Waite- 
mata  that  there  is  no  correspondence ;  but  I  go 
further,  and  I  say  that,  while  the  House  has  no 
doubt  a  right  to  ask  for  all  official  correspondence, 
it  has  no  right  to  ask  for  private  correspondence 
which  has  passed  between  gentlemen,  any  more 
than  it  has  to  ask  for  private  conversations.  There- 
fore, if  there  had  been  any  correspondence,  I 
should,  with  the  greatest  possible  respect  to  this 
House,  have  most  firmly  and  absolutely  declined 
to  produce  it.  I  take  my  stand  upon  the  fact 
that  the  House  has  no  more  right  to  ask  for  pri- 
vate letters  which  have  passed  between  gentlemen 
on  political  subjects  than  it  has  to  ask  for  their 
pocket-books.  I  will  not  insult  the  House  so 
much  as  to  suppose  that  it  asks  for  anything 
like  private  correspondence :  but  I  do  not  think 
the  occasion  ought  to  pass  without  the  assertion 
of  my  belief  thai  the  House  has  no  right  to  ask 
anvthing  from  me  but  official  correspondence. 

ilr.  MOSS. — I  feel,  Sir,  as  an  Auckland  mem- 
ber, the  greatest  possible  pain  in  approaching 
the  subject  which  is  now  before  the  House.  I 
feel  at  the  same  time  that  I  should  not  be  doing 
my  duty  to  myself  or  to  the  province  if  I  did  not 
stand  up  here  to  repudiate  in  the  strongest  pos- 
sible language  the  transaction  which  we  are  now 
considering.  I  care  not  who  did  it  or  who  is 
concerned  in  it.  I  feel  that  the  honor  of  the 
province  is  at  stake,  and  that  we — the  members 
who  have  not  lent  themselves  to  this  proceed- 
ing— are  to-night  in  a  false  position,  and  it  is 
for  us,  if  we  would  defend  ourselves,  to  stand 
tip  and  speak  out  exactly  what  we  think,  let 
who  may  be  offended  at  the  utterances.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  mealy-mouthed  about  it.  I  do 
not  wish  to  consider  whether  thb  gentleman's 
support  is  to  be  retained,  or  the  other  gentle- 
man  to  be  coaxed  or  cajoled  back  again.  I  stand 
here  to  speak  to-night  what  I  believe  will  be  the 
opinion  of  every  man  who  comes  from  Auckland 
and  who  feels  that  the  honor  of  the  province  is 
worth  something  more  than  mere  lucre.  Let  me 
first  take  notice  of  what  fell  from  the  Premier, 
who  I  think  is  not  worthily  fulfilling  the  high 
office  which  he  holds  when  he  attempts  to  delude 
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us,  the  younger  members  of  this  House,  into  the 
belief  that  a  public  correspondence  passing  be- 
tween four  members,  stating  the  conditions  on 
which  they  are  willing  to  sell  themselves  and  sell 
tlieir  constituents,  is  to  be  mentioned  in  the  same 
breath  with  confidential  conversation  between  two 
members.  Why,  they  are  not  at  all  on  the  same 
footing  ;  and  the  Premier  is  lowering  himself  and 
iowering-the  high  position  which  he  now  occupies 
when  he  attempts  to  lead  us  into  such  a  belief. 
What  does  the  Premier  say  ?  He  says  that  there 
is  a  correspondence — he  admits  it — but  he  dis- 
tinctly says  he  will  not  produce  it. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  said  that,  if  there  was  any  such 
correspondence,  I  would  not  produce  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Well,  if  it  had  occurred  anywhere 
else  but  in  this  House,  I  should  call  that  an  eva- 
sion. Now,  let  us  see  what  is  the  next  step.  I 
oay  there  is  absolute  truth  in  the  statement  made 
in  this  House,  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  authorized  that  telegram  to  go  last 
night  to  Auckland,  stating  that  he  and  three 
other  members  had  obtained,  or  would  probably 
obtain,  £500,000  for  the  Province  of  Auckland. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  has  dis- 
tinctly denied  in  this  House  that  he  did  authorize 
the  telegram  ;  and  I  ask  you,  Sir 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  objection  should 
come  from  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata 
himself. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— I  do  deny  having 
authorized  any  telegram  to  be  sent  in  such  terms ; 
and  I  informed  the  honorable  member  for  Pamell 
to-day,  at  the  meeting  of  Auckland  members, 
that  I  denied  it,  and  had  never  authorized  it,  and 
he  said,  "  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  say  so."  If  I 
may  be  permitted,  I  will  tell  the  story  about  the 
telegram.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  begin  by  telling 
also  what  I  had  for  breakfast  this  morning. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  allow  the  honor- 
able member  to  make  a  speech.  He  has  oon- 
tmdictod  the  statement  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Pamell,  who  is  now  entitled  to 
proceed  with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  should  be  sorry  to  interfere  with 
the  honorable  gentleman's  explanation. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— Then  I  will  say  this : 
The  day  before  yesterday  I  received  a  note,  when 
I  was  sitting  here,  from  Mr.  Montrose,  which  was 
— I  have  unfortunately  torn  it  up — as  nearly  as 

Sossible  as  follows  :  **  I  understand  that  you,  and 
wanson,  and  Hurst,  and  Colbeck  have  gone  over 
to  the  Gt>vemment.  Is  it  true  ?  "  I  knew  he  was 
a  telegraphist.  I  did  not  write  any  reply,  but  I 
went  out  and  saw  him  in  the  lobby,  and  I  said  to 
him,  "  I  have  got  your  note.  The  statement  is 
not  true  that  we  have  gone  over  to  the  Gt)vem- 
ment ;  but  what  we  have  done  is  this :  We  have 
put  our  heads  together  to  see  if  anything  can  be 
done  with  reference  to  extricating  the  House 
from  this  deadlock,  and  I  think  it  is  possible 
we  may  succeed.  There  are  some  arrangements 
going  on  with  the  Government  as  to  something 
Uke  terms."  And  I  mentioned  the  terms — first 
about  the  liberal  measures,  second  about  educa- 
tion, and  the  third,  I  said,  was  this :  that  there 
would  be  an  account  struck  between  the  difierent 
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parts  of  the  colony  and  AookUnd  as  to  the 
amount  of  money  that  had  been  expended,  and 
that  then  we  should  see  whether  there  was  anj 
balance  due  to  i^ckland.  Then  I  stopped,  and 
I  said,  "  There  may  be  a  balance,  and  it  may 
amount  to  £500,000."  But,  Sir,  not  one  single 
word  was  ever  said  to  him  about  telegraphing  it, 
and  I  never  authorized  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  accept  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's explanation,  and  I  do  say  the  honorable 
gentleman  owes  it  to  himself — he  owes  it  to  the 
other  Auckland  members —at  once  to  repudiate 
the  telegram  which  the  Auckland  people  are 
to-day  beliering  comes  from  him,  and  with 
his  authority.  Enough,  Sir,  about  that.  Until 
roused  to  something  like  a  feeling  of  intense  dis- 
gust yesterday  by  what  I  had  heard  rumoured 
in  the  lobbies,  I  hare  taken  Tery  little  part  m 
the  politics  of  the  last  few  weeks.  I  hare  at- 
tended caucuses,  given  my  vote,  and  endeavoured 
to  adhere  faithfudly  to  what  was  agreed  upon, 
but  know  nothing  of  what  has  been  going  on 
beyond  this,  and  come  here  ready  to  follow 
those  whom  we  have  deliberately  selected  as 
leaders.  I  was  suggested  at  a  caucus  as  one  of  a 
council  to  whom  our  party  was  prepared  to  in- 
trust the  management  of  its  affairs,  but  asked  that 
I  might  be  excused  from  attending  that  oounciL 
One  of  the  reasons  that  influenced  me  was  this  : 
I  thought  that  Auckland  was  sufficiently  repre- 
sented on  that  council  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata.  I  thought  that  we  were  safe  in 
his  hands ;  and  he  eat  there  on  that  council 
representing  us.  Imagine  my  suiprise  and  sor- 
row when  I  heard  yesterday  that  he — absolutely 
one  of  our  executive  committee — one  to  whom 
we  had  intrusted  our  interests  as  a  party — was 
deliberately  and  in  an  underhand  manner  —  I 
ought  not  to  say  "  underhand  ".^in  a  secret 
manner  negotiating  with  the  Government  at 
the  same  time.  Sir,  what  language  can  charac- 
terize conduct  like  that !  What  language  could 
be  used  in  this  House  which  would  characterize 
such  conduct,  or  would  fittingly  characterize  it 
outside !  I  listened  to  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber said — to  what  he  called  his  explanation — and 
what  is  the  position  which  he  assumed  ?  One  of 
the  greatest  arrogance  and  presumption,  so  far  as 
we,  the  other  Auckland  members,  are  concerned. 
There  are  twelve  of  us,  forsooth,  who  have  not  a 
thought  among  us — twelve  of  us  careless  of  the 
welfare  of  the  province — twelve  of  us  who  are 
regardless  of  its  interests  and  its  honor :  and  it 
was  reserved  for  him  suddenly  to  discover  that 
carelessness;  it  was  reserved  for  him  to  open 
negotiations  to  save  the  province  from  the  cala- 
mity of  being  represented  by  twelve  such  col- 
leagues as  he  had ;  and  it  was  reserved  for  him, 
Sir,  to  negotiate  with  the  Government  to  secure 
justice  to  the  province  !  Why,  does  he  suppose 
that  wc  are  not  all  ready  to  see  justice  done  to 
the  province,  if  necessary  ?  Had  he  any  reason 
to  suppose  that  injustice  was  contemplated,  or 
that  we  should  not  get  fair-play  ?  Had  he  any 
reason  to  suppose  that  it  was  necessary  for  us  tK> 
crawl  to  the  Government  on  those  benches,  and 
say,  "  If  you  will  give  us  justice,  we  vnll  keep 
you  there ;"  and  for  them  to  rejiy,  "  Yes ;  you 
Mr,  Reader  Wood 


shall  have  justice,  bat  only  on  condition  that 
you  come  here  and  vote  with  us,  be  your  con- 
scientious opinions  what  they  may"?  That 
would  certainly  be  in  keeping  with  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Government.  What  have  they 
told  us  about  these  Bills,  upon  which  so  manj  <» 
us  have  set  our  hearts  ?  *'  You  shall  have  these 
Bills— you  shall  have  your  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise, you  shall  have  your  triennial  Parliamonts, 
you  shall  have  what  you  call  parliamentarj  re- 
forms ;  but  only  on  one  condition — that  you  Tote 
for  us."  Is  that  a  proper  attitude  for  the  Qtrrem- 
ment  of  a  free  country  r  Is  it  the  attitude  in  which 
we  ought  to  approach  the  Gt>vemment?  It  b 
well  known  to  all  honorable  members  that  tele- 
grams have  been  flying  from  Auckland — there  has 
been  a  perfect  shower  of  them.  I  had  a  telegram 
myself  from  some  of  my  constituents,  urging  me 
to  this  fwj  course;   and  I  say  the  wires   are 

fmlled  at  Wellington.  There  is  one  now  in  Wei- 
ington  who  well  knows  how  to  pull  those  wires. 
Well,  these  telegrams  have  come  to  me  as  wreB 
as  to  others,  and  my  unhesitating  reply  was  that, 
if  we  woidd  see  justice  done  to  Auckland,  ve 
must  act  in  such  a  way  as  to  preserve  the  rei^>ect 
of  those  other  members  of  the  House  by  whom 
we  had  been  so  loyally  and  cordially  supported. 
And  I  am  proud  and  happy  to  say  that  since 
sending  that  telegp-am  I  have  received  replies 
stating,  "  We  heartily  agree  with  what  you  have 
told  us,  and  approve  thoroughly  of  what  you  are 
doing."  The  honorable  member  for  Waitemata 
tells  us,  too,  with  an  air  of  martyrdom,  that  he 
knows  the  abuse  he  is  going  to  brin^  upon  his 
head.  He  knows  it  well.  Sir,  and  it  is  his  con- 
science that  tells  him  of  it.  He  is  meeting  it  half- 
way. The  honorable  gentleman  may  smile,  but 
under  that  smile  there  must  be  a  very  sore  heart 
at  this  moment,  if  a  heart  there  be.  I  have 
heard  nothing  said  to  vindicate  the  course  which 
those  four  honorable  members  have  thought  fit 
to  pursue. 

Some  trioks,  some  qoilleta,  how  to  cheat  Uie  devil ; 
Some  aaXxe  for  peijnrj : 

That,  Sir,  is  the  style  in  which  any  honorable 
gentlemen  who  should  attempt  to  defend  such 
a  course  must  speak.  I  dare  not  trust  my- 
self to  say  half  of  what  I  feel  on  this  occasion ; 
but  I  say  this:  that,  so  far  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  is  concerned,  he  may  go ; 
so  far  as  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden  is 
concerned,  I  shall  be  sorry  to  see  him  go,  but  he 
is  a  young  member,  and  they  have  taken  him  in ; 
so  far  as  my  pachydermatous  friend  the  honoraUe 
member  for  Auckland  City  West  is  concerned,  I 
shall  say  Good-bye  to  him  without  regret:  but 
when  I  see  included  with  these  three  the  name 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Newton,  then  I  say 
we  are  losing  a  representative  man  from  Auck- 
land, and  I  am  sure  that  every  one  of  us  will 
feel  more  regret  at  finding  his  name  mixed  up 
with  such  a  transaction  than  we  should  on  ac- 
count of  twenty  others.  I  am  sure  that  what- 
ever the  honorable  gentleman  has  done  he  has 
done  sincerely,  believing  that  he  was  acting  for 
the  good  of  the  province :  but  I  and  others  beUeve 
that  he  has  been  misled.  He  has  not  many  soft 
spots,  but  one  of  them  has  been  found  out    The 
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whole  tendency  of  tbis  proceediDg  is  to  lower 
the  ProTince  of  Auckland  to  the  position  it  occu- 
pied three  or  four  years  ago,  before  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  lifted  it  out  of  the 
mire.  Less  than  two  jears  ago  I  h^ard  the 
Prorince  of  Auckland  derided  in  this  House — 
characterized  as  a  beggar,  as  one  of  the  most 
mean  and  selfish  of  provinces,  as  a  place  without 
honor,  as  a  place  ever  readj  to  sell  itself  and  its 
members  for  a  little  filthj  lucre ;  and  it  is  against 
that  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  has 
been  striving  for  the  last  two  years.  He  has 
endeavoured  to  make  the  province  respected :  that 
is  the  true  point.  We  felt  that  he  was  raising 
high  the  flag  of  the  province — putting  it  in  such 
a  position  that  we  could  come  here  and  ask  boldly 
for  what  was  due  to  u?,  and  no  more.  And  now, 
Sir,  what  has  happened  ?  It  is  sold  again.  The 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata  seems  to  be  in 
the  most  perfect  bliss.  He  laughs  and  enjoys 
the  idea.  History  has  repeated  itself.  I  am  told 
that  in  1863  he  declared  in  this  House  that  coali- 
tion was  a  most  wicked  thing,  that  he  denounced 
the  Government  with  all  the  eloquence  with 
which  he  is  endowed,  and  was  sworn  in  as  a 
member  of  the  same  Government  the  same  day. 
On  two  other  occasions  we  have  seen  the  same 
thing,  and  I  believe  we  shall  again  see  Auckland 
represented  by  him  on  the  Government  benches. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — The  Agent-Generalship. 
Mr.  MOSS. — I  shall  not  detain  the  House  any 
longer.  I  believe  that  in  what  I  have  said  I  have 
given  expression  to  the  opinions  of  many  other 
Auckland  members  who  feel  that  to-night  has 
been  undone  a  great  deal  of  the  good  work  which 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  has  been 
devoting  himself  to  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years.  We  who  are  left  must  still  act  firmly 
together,  and  show  to  those  gentlemen  who  have 
trusted  us  in  the  past,^nd  who  I  hope  will  trust 
us  a  little  longer,  that  the  Auckland  Province  has 
still  a  sense  of  loyalty  and  honor  among  those 
who  represent  it. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— After  what  has  trans- 
pired in  the  House  to-dav  I  can  never  suffi- 
ciently thank  Providence  that  I  have  never  been 
considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  admitted 
behind  tho  scenes  of  New  Zealand  politics.  I 
cannot  but  feci  that,  had  it  been  my  lot  to  know 
as  much  about  public  affairs  as  some  honorable 
gentlemen,  I  should  long  since  have  lost  that 
bloom  of  youthful  innocence  which  I  hope  I  still 
possess.  »Sir,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  super- 
fluous pain,  and  sorrow,  and  astonishment  knock- 
ing about  in  this  House  to-night.  I  never  heard 
such  sad  speeches  before.  Every  honorable  gentle- 
man seems  to  feel  the  deepest  pain  and  regret, 
approaching  even  to  suffering,  but  not  one  of 
them  has  yet  shown  why  he  should  get  into  such 
a  grierous  state.  It  would  have  been  very  much 
better  if  some  of  those  honorable  gentlemen 
had  left  the  subject  alone,  if  they  could  only 
approach  it  in  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
approached  it.  Why,  Sir,  what  has  happened  on 
this  occasion  ?  Parties  have  been  on  the  balance 
for  a  whole  month,  sometimes  one  party  being 
in  the  ascendant,  and  sometimes  the  other,  the 
predominance  hanging  on  the  vote  of  a  single 


honorable  member  who  could  not  make  up  his 
mind,  and  consequently  has  been  very  unhappy, 
the  whole  country  crying  out  meanwhile  against 
the  waste  of  time.  At  this  critical  period  in  the 
history  of  the  country  four  gentlemen  for  whom 
everybody  in  the  House  has  the  greatest  respect 
decide  that  they  will  take  a  course  for  themselves 
with  a  view  to  put  an  end  to  this  deadlock  ;  and 
they  decide  to  take  this  course  not  upon  any 
personal  ground  whatever.  No  personal  motives 
have  been  attributed  to  them,  even  by  those 
reckless  and  unscrupulous  speakers  who  have 
denounced  them  in  this  House  to-ni^ht.  They 
have  gone  on  public  grounds  for  what  they  have 
done.  The  terms  upon  which  they  have  decided 
to  support  the  Gx>vemment  are  connected  with 
large  public  questions.  Not  one  private,  personal, 
or  even  local  matter  has  been  brought  into  the 
discussion  of  the  terms.  I  may  say  that  I  was 
not  at  all  in  the  confidence  of  the  Government 
in  this  matter,  or  of  any  section  of  the  House. 
My  knowledge  of  it  is  derived  entirely  from  what 
I  have  heard  in  open  debate  in  this  House,  and 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  from  what  I  have  heard 
that  those  honorable  gentlemen  have  done  what 
they  have  done  without  justly  incurring  any  of 
the  blame  which  these  disappointed  and  angry 
partisans  attach  to  them.  We  are  told  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  that  the 
first  charge  he  has  to  make  against  those  four 
honorable  gentlemen  is,  that  they  had  joined 
themselves  to  a  party  of  gentlemen  who  agreed 
that  upon  no  terms  whatever  should  there  be 
coalition.  If  they  did  so,  I  think  they  did  a 
very  foolish  and  unpatriotic  thing,  and  the  sooner 
they  got  into  a  better  state  of  mind  and  deter- 
mined to  throw  aside  such  an  absurd  pledge,  the 
better  it  was  for  themselves  and  for  the  country. 
What  did  he  expect  this  party  of  gentlemen  to 
do  ?  Was  it  his  desire  that  they  should  keep  the 
public  affairs  of  this  colony  in  a  state  of  stagna- 
tion for  the  rest  of  the  year,  that  the  public  busi- 
ness should  be  thrown  into  a  state  of  confusion, 
and  that  nothing  but  political  excitement  of  the 
worst  possible  description  should  prevail  for  an 
indefinite  period?  Was  it  his  desire  to  throw 
parties  in  this  House,  and  the  public  affairs,  into 
such  a  state  of  disorder  that  there  should  be  no 
outcome  but  a  r^umption  of  power  by  himself? 
Was  that  his  object  ?  No  doubt  it  was  j  and  it  is 
a  good  thing  for  the  colony  that  there  were  some 
honorable  gentlemen  who  declined  to  be  dragged 
at  his  chariot- wheels,  as  he  himself  expressed  it. 
If  that  is  all  that  can  be  brought  against  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata  and  the  other 
honorable  gentlemen,  they  have  very  little  indeed 
on  their  conscience.  The  honorable  ujember  for 
Waitemata  has  been  chorged  with  having  be- 
trayed the  secrets  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  and  his  party.  Under  what  cir- 
cumstances  did  he  do  so?  After  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  had  demanded  the  pro- 
duction of  the  correspondence  that  had  passed 
between  the  Government  and  certain  honorable 
gentlemen  who  were  in  their  confidence.  He  did 
so  after  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  had 
denounced  him  in  violent  terms  and  held  him  up 
to  public  scorn  and  reprobation ;  he  did  so  after 
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be  had  been  cballenged  in  abusire  epithets ;  he 
did  80  in  self-defence:  and  I  am  bound  to  saj 
that  the  disclosure  be  made  in  answer  to  that 
challenge  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  dis- 
closures ever  made.  Did  I  not  say  wbat  would 
be  likely  to  happen  if  we  were  to  put  the  leader- 
ship of  the  Opposition  into  commission  ?  I 
laid  that  this  House  would  be  a  perfect  nande- 
monium,  and  so  it  would  haye  been.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  said  that  if  they  had  waited  till 
the  want-of-confidence  motion  had  been  decided, 
and  then  gone  oyer,  they  would  not  hare  been 
to  blame  ;  but  what  he  did  blame  them  for  was 
that  they  went  over  before  the  want-of-confidence 
motion  was  brought  to  an  issue.  Exactly.  Now, 
let  the  House  consider  what  that  means.  If  the 
want-of-confidence  motion  had  been  carried  in 
the  state  in  which  they  were,  what  would  hare 
occurred  ?  If  those  gentlemen  could  have  toru 
themselyes  away  from  the  quarrels  for  ofiice,  a 
Ministry  would  hare  been  formed.  Immediately 
afterwards  there  would  have  been  a  defection,  and 
a  new  dead-lock  would  have  been  the  result.  And 
where  would  the  country  be  during  all  this  time  ? 
Where  would  the  finances  be?  Where  would 
these  precious  liberal  measures  be  ?  We  should 
hare  seen  a  perfect  pandemonium ;  and  in  the 
meantime  the  work  of  the  session  would  have 
been  brought  to  a  standstill.  Those  gentlemen 
acted  wisely,  they  acted  with  due  regard  to 
their  own  self-respect,  they  acted  in  the  interests 
of  the  colony,  in  making  up  their  minds  to  go 
OTer  before  the  want-of-confidence  Tote  came  on 
— before  the  actual  cataclysm  had  occurred — 
rather  than  bring  the  House  into  a  state  of  con- 
fusion. They  have  taken  what  those  gentlemen 
who  have  denounced  them  know  to  be  the  right 
step  ;  and  they  would  have  taken  an  exceedingly 
wrong  step,  which  nobody  could  have  justified,  if 
they  had  waited  for  the  want-of  confidence  motion 
to  come  on,  and  then  had  changed  sides  and 
brought  about  the  same  state  ol  confusion  in 
which  we  have  been  for  the  last  four  weeks.  Sir, 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  in  slating 
—quite  justifiably,  as  I  hold— every  particular  of 
what  had  occurred  in  these  negotiations,  was  com- 
pelled in  honor  to  tell  both  sides  of  the  story  j 
and  it  was  ho  breach  of  confidence,  after  what 
had  occurred,  for  him  to  come  down  here  and 
tell  the  House  the  very  words  of  the  conversation 
that  had  taken  place  between  himself  and  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  and  between 
himself  and  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  with  reference  to  the  proposed  Minis- 
terial arrangements.  That  threw  a  flood  of  light 
upon  the  whole  subject,  and  now  we  really  know 
the  state  of  the  case.  It  appears  to  be  this: 
There  were  four  leaders  of  the  Opposition,  each 
looking  to  be  Premier  of  the  colony,  and  each 
looked  up  to  by  a  section  of  the  party  as  being 
the  man  to  be  Premier  of  the  colony  in  case  a 
new  AJinistry  was  formed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Well,  Sir,  the  honorable 
member  for  Hokitika  was  probably  not  in  their 
confidence.  They  use  him  as  gigantic  bellows, 
to  blow  up  the  fire  ;  but  apparently  they  do  not 
let  him  warm  himself  at  their  hearth.  The 
Jdr.  Wakefield 


honorable  member  for  the  Thamei  W8«  one  of 
those  who  were  put  up  to  be  the  future  Premitf. 
He  was  put  up,  no  doubt,  by  a  large  section. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Well,  as  I  said  just  now, 
the  honorable  gentleman  knew  nothing  about  it 
But  am  I  to  be  told  that  the  honorable  memben 
from  Auckland  who  still  adhere  to  the  honoiaUe 
member  for  the  Thames  do  not  look  to  his  again 
taking  the  lead  of  public  affairs  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  tell  you  they  did  not. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  —  I  am  obliged  to  the 
honorable  member  for  the  interruption;  but  I 
tell  him  that  I  am  quite  satisfied  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  would  have  come  to  Uie 
head  of  aiTairs  if  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  had  been  carried. 
And  I  should  have  earnestly  desired  it,  becaiue 
I  prefer  to  have  a  real  leader,  one  who  has  the 
faculty  to  lead  his  fellow-men,  one  who  is  the 
natural  leader  of  that  party  so  long  as  it  exists. 
It  is  nonsense  to  tell  me  that  any  other  honor- 
able member  of  that  party  can  pretend  to  lead 
it.  But  there  are  other  ambitious  men  in  this 
House  besides  the  honorable  member  for  Wiite- 
mata.  I  believe  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  did  offer  that  honorable  gentleman  the 
lead,  and  there  were  many  other  members  of  the 
party  who  wished  to  see  him  in  that  position,  acd 
would  willingly  have  come  into  the  arrangement. 
Therefore  the  honorable  member  for  WaitemaU 
was  also  to  be  Premier.  That  has  come  oat 
quite  clearly.  Then,  of  course,  there  was  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  whom  & 
large  section  of  the  party  wished  to  see  Premier. 
And  then  there  is  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Ballance).  He  also 
was  to  be  Premier.  There  was  certainly  a  sec- 
tion of  the  party  which  wanted  him  to  be  Pre- 
mier, and  to  put  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  in  the  Cabinet  with  him.  Then  tliere 
is  an  honorable  gentleman  who  does  not  hold  a 
seat  in  this  House,  but  who  held  a  proniinent 
portfolio  in  the  late  Ministry  :  there  was  a  large 
section  which  looked  to  him  as  the  future  Pre- 
mier. He  was  to  do  the  deportment  in  another 
place,  and  they  were  to  do  the  humdrum  work 
here.  So  that  there  were  at  hast  five  Premiers. 
Then  there  were  to  be  three  Treasurers.  My 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  Waitemata  «ss 
one,  my  honorable  friend  the  member  for  Wa- 
nganui (Mr.  Ballance)  was  another,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  claims  of  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Akaroa  could  not  possibly  have  been 
overlooked.  Where  was  Canterbury  to  be?  Surely 
it  was  not  to  be  shut  out  in  the  cold,  and  cer- 
tainly the  honorable  gentleman's  claims  to  office 
in  a  Ministry  formed  from  that  party  are  greater 
than  those  of  any  other  member  from  that  part  ol 
the  colony.  He  must  have  been  Colonial  Trea- 
surer— unless,  indeed,  he  was  to  take  the  Pabhe 
Works,  when  no  doubt  he  would  have  at  once  set 
to  work  to  make  the  Akaroa  Kail  way.  Then,  at 
to  Attorney-Generals,  the  number  of  Attomer- 
Generals  that  were  to  be  in  this  new  Ministry 
is  something  astonishing.  Sir,  there  was  a  tiiB* 
in  the  history  of  this  Assembly  when  it  was  coa- 
sidered  only  right  and  reasonable  that  a  gentle- 
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man  should  have  considerable  experience  in  poli- 
tics and  should  have  studied  something  at  least  of 
parliamentary  law  before  he  could  aspire  to  the 
post  of  Attorney- General.  But  we  Vue  in  an  age 
of  change.  This  is  a  great  young  nation,  and 
great  liberal  principles  prevail  in  it,  and  all  that 
kind  of  thing  is  done  away  with ;  and  all  that  is 
necessary  now  to  qualify  an  honorable  gentleman 
for  the  office  of  Attorney-General  is,  that  be  shall 
be  elected  to  Parliament,  and  that  he  shall  rote 
straight  with  his  party.  But  I  forget  —  it  is 
also  necessary  that  he  shall  not  Tote  with  his 
party,  but  shall  Tote  with  the  other  side  on 
particular  occasions;   and   then   he   has  a  still 

rter  claim.  So  we  have  the  honorable  member 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart).  Is  it  possible 
that  he  could  hare  been  OTerlookcd  when  filling 
the  post  of  Attorney- General  ?  Certainly  not. 
He  was  bound  to  be  Attorney-General  if  there 
was  any  dependence  to  be  placed  in  the  state- 
ments of  those  honorable  gentlemen.  Then  we 
have  my  honorable  friend  the  member  for  Wai- 
taki  (Mr.  Hislop).  Could  ho  be  overlooked? 
Why,  he  is  the  Attorney-General  of  the  party 
already.  On  every  possible  occasion  he  comes 
down  and  gives  us  law  of  the  most  refined  pos- 
sible description.  He  had  a  claim  that  they  could 
not  in  honor  and  safety  overlook.  Then  1  am 
told  that  the  honorable  member  for  BuUer  wus 
also  looked  upon  as  a  rising  young  lawyer,  and 
that  he  would  do  credit  to  the  party  as  Attorney- 
General.  I  quite  agree  that  he  would  have  made 
an  admirable  Attorney-General.  And  there  are 
others.  There  is  my  honorable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Wakatipu,  who  could  not  very  well  be 
overlooked  if  wo  consider  the  great  ability  he  has 
recently  displayed  when  any  legal  question  has  been 
raised  in  the  House.  And  so  we  could  run  through 
all  the  posts  until  we  must  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  only  possible  way  in  which  those  honorable 
gentlemen  could  form  a  Ministry  that  would  have 
the  confidence  of  the  party  at  all  would  be  to 
increase  the  number  of  Ministers  to  forty-five. 
That  would  give  them  an  absolute  majority. 
They  would  form  a  strong  Ministry,  unless  one  of 
those  unfortunate  occasions  should  arise  of  a  split 
in  the  Cabinet;  because  then,  if  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  were  at  the  head,  we 
might  hare  a  recurrence  of  the  same  system  that 
has  already  been  resorted  to,  of  calling  messengers 
into  requisition  to  reduce  the  number  of  the 
Cabinet.  That  is  the  state  of  things,  and  it  is 
no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  the  leaders  of  the 
party  do  not  communicate  with  each  other  as  to 
the  arrangements  they  make,  and  do  not  consult 
the  various  sections  as  to  what  shall  be  done.  The 
consequence  is,  that  we  find  totally  different  ver- 
sions of  the  intentions  of  the  Opposition  given 
by  the  different  leaders.  I  ask  the  House,  is  it 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  such  a  party  could 
hold  together  long  ?  I  say  it  is  perfectly  wonder- 
ful they  held  together  so  long  as  they  have  done, 
and  I  am  quite  certain  that  nothing  but  the  feel- 
ing that  they  were  a  party,  and  that  honorable 
gentlemen  of  that  party  should  pause  for  a  long 
time  before  doing  anything  to  break  it  up,  could 
have  held  them  together  so  long.  That,  I  believe, 
was  the  feeling  which  actuated  the  honorable 


gentlemen  who  have  now  left  it.  As  was  stated 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  I  be- 
lieve those  honorable  gentlemen  sincerely  felt  that 
the  interests  of  the  country  were  suffering  by 
their  sticking  any  longer  to  a  party  that  could 
not  govern  this  country  or  rule  this  House.  I 
believe  it  was  because  they  would  not  allow  party 
considerations  to  override  all  others  that  they 
were  led  to  act  as  they  did  ;  and,  instead  of  any 
odium  or  discredit  attaching  to  them,  the  greatest 
credit  is  due  to  them  for  their  conduct.  It  is  not 
as  if  they  sneaked  over  one  by  one,  each  making 
his  own  terms  with  the  Government,  and  acting 
entirely  on  his  own  account.  They  did  nothing 
of  the  kind.  They  did  what  they  did  in  the  light 
of  day,  and  on  purely  public  grounds.  The  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  complains  that  they 
did  not  give  him  due  notice  of  their  defection 
from  his  party.  I  believe,  the  very  first  moment 
when  they  were  really  in  a  position  to  do  so,  tliey 
did  give  notice  to  their  party.  The  honornble 
gentleman,  in  a  tone  of  great  indignation,  says 
that  such  a  thing  has  never  before  been  known  in 
this  country.  Why,  Sir,  I  remember,  and  many 
other  honorable  members  of  this  House  remember, 
the  occasion  when  Mr.  George  Parker,  the  then 
member  for  Gladstone,  one  of  the  most  honorable 
and  upright  gentlemen  in  the  colony  —  a  man 
against  whose  character  no  one  dare  utter  a  word, 
a  man  who  never  gained  anything  from  his  con- 
nection with  pubhc  affairs,  but  on  the  contrary 
was  a  loser  by  it — I  remember  an  occasion  when 
he  and  other  gentlemen  as  honorable  as  himself 
did  precisely  the  same  as  these  honorable  gentle- 
men have  done  on  the  present  occasion.  Finding 
that  the  state  of  parties  was  such  that  business 
was  at  a  deadlock,  that  nothing  could  be  done, 
and  that  the  interests  of  the  country  were  suf- 
fering, those  honorable  gentlemen  determined  to 
go  over  and  make  a  strong  Government  out  of 
the  party  with  which  up  to  that  time  they  had 
not  been  acting ;  and  nobody  blamed  them  ex- 
cept a  few  who  were  excited  and  angry,  as  some 
honorable  gentlemen  appear  to  be  to-night.  We 
have  had  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  corruption, 
and  terms,  and  buying,  and  bribery,  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  it.  Millions 
were  supposed  to  be  knocking  about,  and  some 
honorable  members  appeared  to  think  that  it  was 
uionbtrous  that  such  large  sums  of  money  should 
be  thrown  away  to  gain  a  few  votes.  It  was  the 
waste  that  affected  them.  But  there  was  nothing 
of  the  kind.  No.  terms  were  made  but  such  as 
men  of  the  highest  honor  and  self-respect  could 
agree  to  act  together  upon.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  certainly  amused  me  in  what 
he  said  in  regard  to  one  of  these  honorable  gentle- 
men. Keferring  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Marsden,  he  acquitted  that  honorable  gentleman 
of  going  over  suddenly,  and  said  he  would  always 
remember  with  great  pleasure  the  manner  in 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  came  to  him  and 
explained  that  be  was  about  to  leave  the  party. 
What  struck  mo  was  the  expression  he  used. 
He  called  himself  the  person  to  whom  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  engaged.  "Was  engaged!" 
That  is  the  expression.  That  is  the  way  in  which 
the  suffrages  of  the  free  and  enlightened  electors 
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of  the  Auckland  ProTincial  Distriofc  are  made  use 
of.  That  is  the  way  in  vrhich  the  members  they 
send  to  Parliament  are  treated.  They  are  "  en- 
mged  "  to  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 
But  I  belieTe  tbe  honorable  member  for  Mars- 
den  would  have  got  in  if  he  had  had  no  connection 
with  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  and, 
indeed,  would  haye  got  in  much  more  easily. 
Then  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
considers  he  was  "engaged"  to  him  just  as  if 
he  were  a  footman  or  u  cab-drirer,  engaged  for 
a  certain  time.  He  said  the  lionorable  gentle- 
man came  and  told  him  he  had  fulfilled  his  agree- 
ment— that  is,  he  was  out  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's service,  and  was  about  to  seek  employment 
in  another; — and  the  honorable  gentleman  dis- 
missed him  with  a  good  character.  I  say  that  is 
a  shameful  thing  for  the  honorable  member  to 
say.  And  the  honorable  gentleman  said  it  ad- 
visedly. He  holds  his  followers  as  lackeys.  That 
it  is  so  is  plain,  because  when  those  gentlemen 
were  going  to  election  they  liad  their  cabs  pla- 
carded with  "  Vote  for  So-and-so,  the  man  whom 
Gb^y  approves  of.'*  We  know  now  what  this 
Auckland  block  vote  is.  I  am  glad  that  it  is 
broken  up,  and  that  some  of  those  honorable 
gentlemen  have  had  the  courage  and  independ- 
ence of  character  to  shake  themselves  free  from 
a  bondage  that  must  have  been  intolerable  to 
them.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  told  us 
that  when  the  division-bell  rang  we  all  rushed 
over  into  the  lobby  to  vote  for  his  amendment  to 
the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  defeat.  "W  liy,  Sir,  there  is 
nothing  more  common  in  this  House.  He  said 
such  a  scene  had  never  been  witnessed  in  the 
world  before.  I  cannot  speak  for  other  places, 
but  I  know  that  in  this  House  it  has  been  wit- 
nessed hundreds  of  times.  Only  last  session, 
when  a  division  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  the 
late  Minister  for  Public  Works  (Mr.  Macandrew) 
for  the  establishment  of  a  steam  service  to  Eng- 
land, some  of  his  own  party  came  over  and  voted 
on  the  other  side  to  prevent  its  bein^  made  a 
Miuisteritil  question,  and  the  Ministerial  papers 
next  day  declared  it  was  not  to  be  taken  as  a  vote 
against  the  Government,  because  Mr.  Shcehan 
and  others  voted  against  the  motion.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  must  have  forgotten  that  occasion, 
or  he  must  bo  dreaming,  if  he  thinks  that  it  is 
not  one  of  the  most  common  pieces  of  Parlia- 
mentary tactics,  and  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of 
either.  I  voted  as  I  did  this  ailernoon  because 
I  wanted  to  have  this  correspondence  produced. 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  ;  but,  aft^r  what 
had  been  said  in  the  House  about  the  conduct 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  I 
thought  if  any  correspondence  existed  it  ought 
to  be  produced,  for  the  honorable  gentleman's 
own  benefit  and  for  the  benefit  of  others  who  had 
been  charged  with  entering  into  a  dishonorable 
arrangement  with  the  Government.  1  thought 
they  were  entitled  to  have  these  papers  produced, 
and  on  that  ground  I  voted  for  the  production  of 
them.  There  was  nothing  new  in  what  took 
place  on  that  division,  and  certainly  nothing  of  a 
scene  as  the  honorable  gentleman  described  it. 
It  was  merely  an  ordinary  parliamentary  proceed- 
Mr.  Wakefield 


ing  which  gave  the  honorable  member  for  Ute 
Thames  so  much  joy  and  solace  for  the  pain  and 
suffering  he  had  undergone  at  finding  that  his 
power  was  at  last  shaken  at  its  foundation.  He 
said  his  confidence  in  human  nature  baa  been 
shaken,  and  that  he  cannot  trust  his  fellow-men. 
I  believe  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West  also  gave  the  honorable  gentleman  full 
notice  a  week  ago  that  he  intended  to  leave  him. 
He  told  the  honorable  gentleman  in  plain  terms, 
when  showing  him  some  correspondence  on  a  par- 
ticular subject,  that  he  considered  himself  entireiy 
free.  I  think  it  is  abundantly  evident  to  eveiy 
member  of  this  House  that  the  change  of  parties 
which  has  now  taken  place  is  such  a  change  as 
has  been  anticipated  for  weeks.  The  fact  was 
this :  The  Opposition  hoped  that  some  members 
would  go  over  from  our  side,  and  we  hoped  that 
some  members  would  come  over  from  their  tidsw 
Sooner  or  later  it  was  bound  to  come  about,  and 
from  the  beginning  I  should  not  have  attached 
the  slightest  blame  to  any  honorable  gentlemen 
who  might  come  over  on  purely  public  grounds, 
after  giving  a  fair  understanding  to  the  House 
of  the  position  which  they  meant  to  take  up. 
And  what  do  we  find  ?  Tbe  honorable  member 
for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Keid)  denounced  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata  in  the  most  violent 
terms.  He  could  not  express  his  holy  horror  of 
what  the  honorable  member  had  done.  He  said 
that  he  came  up  here,  as  a  yoimg  member,  hoping  • 
to  respect  the  honorable  gentleman,  but  that  now 
he  felt  the  deepest  contempt  for  him,  and  that 
anything  more  shocking  he  had  never  eeen.  I 
thought  that  very  ridiculous ;  but  what  amused 
me  most  was  that  after  this  ho  ended  his  speech 
by  saying,  '*  In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
hope  and  confidently  expect  to  see  six  Otago 
members  and  other  members  come  over  from  the 
Govtrnnient  side  to  the  Op|K>sition  in  the  coarse 
of  a  i<  w  days."  That  is  logic  ;  that  is  argument. 
It  is  the  unpardonable  siu  on  the  part  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen,  although  they  are  perfectly 
satisfied  in  their  own  consciences  that  they  are 
only  carrying  out  the  behests  of  their  constitu- 
ents—  it  is  the  unpardonable  sin  for  them  to 
come  over  to  the  Government ;  but  it  will  be  an 
act  of  the  highest  po5sible  virtue  if  six  members 
from  Otago  or  any  other  district  go  from  the 
Government  benches  and  turn  the  scales  once 
more.  That  is  quite  enough  to  settle  the  whole 
thing.  One  of  the  strongest  speakers  on  that 
side  admits  the  hope  that  he  will  see  six  mem- 
bera  from  our  side  go  over;  and  I  suppose  on 
that  occasion  he  will  not  get  up  and  speak  with 
contempt  and  horror.  When  that  occurs  I  hope 
that  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames's  con- 
fidence in  human  nature  will  be  restored,  and 
that  once  more  he  will  feel  trust  in  his  fellow- 
men.  The  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  say  they  do  not  so  much  mind  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  going  over;  and  that 
they  forgive  the  honorable  member  for  Mars- 
den  because  he  is  young  and  foolish.  With 
regard  to  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West,  they  regret  it ;  but,  still,  they  would 
let  him  go.  But  the  honorable  member  for  New- 
ton breaks  their  heart.    It  is  the  last  straw  wbes 
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that  honorable  gentleman  leaves  them»  and  they 
eaj  it  will  ruin  the  Auckland  block  vote.  I  hope 
it  will.  I  say  that  we  welcome  that  honorable 
gentleman  to  this  side  of  the  House — we  would 
welcome  him  to  any  party  he  chooses  to  join, 
because  he  is  an  invaluable  member  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  because  every  member  of  the  House 
knows  that  whatever  he  does  is  done  from  con- 
scientious motives,  and  after  most  mature,  con- 
sideration. I  do  not  wonder  they  regret  him.  I 
always  looked  for  him  to  come,  because  I  was 
sure  he  had  too  much  common-sense  to  bind  him- 
self to  a  block  vote  for  any  man,  or  to  act  simply 
from  blind  partisanship,  without  the  slightest  re- 
gard for  the  public  interest  or  the  progress  of  par- 
liamentary business.  I  do  not  oflen  answer  the 
honorable  member  for  Fomell.  I  generally  let 
him  alone  entirely.  Ho  bores  me,  and  I  dare  say 
I  bore  him.  At  any  rate,  he  bores  me,  and  I 
generally  pay  him  the  doubtful  compliment  of 
leaving  the  House  when  he  speaks.  To-night  I 
listened  to  him,  and  he  took  one  line  which,  I  am 
bound  to  say,  was  very  reprehensible.  He  told 
us  that  it  was  only  since  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  appeared  on  the  political  scene 
that  Auckland  had  risen  from  the  mire.  He  spoke 
of  past  times,  when  Auckland  was  a  by- word,  was 
looked  upon  as  the  beggar  of  the  colony,  and  was 
regarded  with  scorn.  Now,  I  tell  him  tliat  among 
the  members  for  Auckland  were  some  of  the  best 
men  in  the  House  in  days  gone  by.  Some  of  the 
ablest  pohticians  and  best  men  who  ever  came  to 
the  House  came  here  from  Auckland — ^much  better 
men  than  he  is ;  far  better  politicians  than  he  is 
ever  likely  to  be.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything 
derogatory  to  the  Auckland  members,  but  I  may 
say,  without  being  hard  upon  them,  that  they  are 
nothing  like  so  good  a  phalanx  as  we  have  seen 
from  that  district.  In  former  times  we  have  seen 
gentlemen  here  each  one  of  whom  had  weight  in 
the  public  counsels  of  the  colony,  and  who  alto- 
gether formed  a  powerful  body  in  this  House,  not 
because  they  had  one  big  man  at  their  head,  but 
because  each  of  them  had  in  his  own  person  a 
certain  amount  of  talent  and  political  influence. 
What  is  the  strength  of  the  boasted  Auckland 
party  now  ?  That  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  is  their  leader.  In  him  they  trust,  and 
him  they  follow  blindly.  But  not  till  death.  I 
do  not  believe  they  will,  because  I  believe  they 
will  betray  him  on  the  first  possible  occasion. 
But  they  said,  "  We  will  trust  in  him  because 
during  the  general  elections  a  party  will  be 
elected  on  his  ticket;  and  we  may  gain  some 
advantage  if  we  stick  together,  and  form  a  com- 
pact body  in  the  House."  I  am  very  happy  to 
say  that  this  has  not  taken  place.  But  this  is 
not  what  I  was  referring  to.  I  was  referring 
particularly  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  most 
unworthy  remarks  about  those  gentlemen  who 
represented  the  Province  of  Auckland  in  the 
House  in  years  past.  John  Williamson  had 
more  power  in  this  House  than  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  ever  had  —  power  not 
based  simply  on  the  hope  of  what  people  could 
get  from  him,  but  on  the  unbounded  confidence 
placed  in  him  by  his  followers  aa  an  unselfish  and 
most  persistent  politician.    The  Auckland  mem- 


bers worked  thoroughly  with  their  party,  with- 
out any  of  that  sham  leadership  which  we  have 
seen  in  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 
I  say  the  honorable  member  for  Parnell  traduced 
the  old  members  from  Auckland.  He  seemed  to 
me  to  be  entirely  ignorant  of  the  past  political 
history  of  that  part  of  the  country  in  which  he 
lives.  In  my  opinion,  so  far  from  raising  Auck- 
land from  the  mire,  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  has  done  Auckland  more  harm  a 
hundred  times  than  good  by  trying  to  raise  up 
a  political  block  vote  with  which  to  threaten 
all  other  sections  of  the  colony.  Auckland 
will  never  get  its  rights,  and  will  never  get  fair 
consideration  in  the  politics  of  this  country,  until 
the  members  from  that  district  take  part  in 
colonial  afiairs  as  colonists,  and  not  merely  as 
Auckland  men.  When  they  join  with  men  from 
other  parts  of  the  colony  for  the  general  good  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  they  will  be 
the  powerful  bodv  they  should  be  as  representing 
a  large  and  populous  section  of  the  colony.  But 
a  mere  block  vote,  and  the  blind  following  of  one 
leader,  will  never  secure  that  position  for  them, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  it  raises  antagonism 
among  other  members  of  the  Hou^e.  No  one 
cares  for  Auckland  more  than  I  do ;  no  one 
would  more  willingly  serve  the  interests  of  that 
part  of  the  colony;  but  I  felt  a  positive  re- 
vulsion from  having  anything  to  do  with  Auck- 
land when  I  was  told  that  Sir  George  Grey  had 
a  block  vote  of  fifteen  members  from  Auckland 
who  would  sweep  everything  before  them.  I 
heard  one  member  say,  **  We  have  tasted  blood 
now,  and  we  mean  to  have  enough  before  we  are 
done."  That  sort  of  thing  does  not  answer  in 
this  House.  It  will  be  much  better  for  those 
honorable  gentlemen  to  take  the  line  of  action 
now  initiated  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  and  the  honorable  member  for  New- 
ton, and  join  cordially  with  other  honorable 
gentlemen  who  are  lionestly  striving  to  serve  the 
best  interests  of  the  colony,  and  do  what  they 
can  from  a  purely  colonial  point  of  view.  I  have 
listened  to  the  speeches  to-night,  and  to  the  in- 
vitation of  the  honorable  member  for  Parnell  to 
other  members  to  speak  out  their  minds — not  to 
care  what  they  say,  or  what  terms  they  use. 
But  I  am  quite  satisfied  of  this  :  that  any  honor- 
able gentleman  who  chooses  to  take  a  quiet  and 
impartial  view  of  the  political  position  will  entirely 
exonerate  those  honorable  gentlemen  from  any 
blame ;  and  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  when  this 
struggle  is  over,  and  the  politics  of  the  country 
settle  down  again,  those  honorable  gentlemen 
will  receive  the  thanks  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
2iealand  from  one  end  to  the  other. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— The  honorable  member 
for  G«raldine  has  been  good  enough  to  accuse  me 
of  making  a  violent  speech  this  afternoon,  and  of 
calling  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  a 
traitor.  Now,  I  did  no  such  thing.  I  said  most 
distinctly  that  I  refused  to  believe  those  charges 
— that  I  would  not  believe  them  until  they  were 
proved  by  the  division,  or  admitted  by  the  honor- 
able member  himself.  The  honorable  member 
has  been  good  enough  this  afternoon  to  admit 
thoie  charges ;  and  now  I  can  speak  of  him  va, 
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a  different  tone — I  hope  without  using  strong 
langtiage,  which  the  honorable  member  for  Ckral- 
dine  properly  deprecates.  I  certainlj  shall  not 
call  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  a 
traitor,  whateTcr  I  may  think.  The  honorable 
member  for  Geraldine  has  constituted  himself 
to«night  the  person,  I  suppose,  most  specially 
fitted  to  gire  a  definition  of  personal  honor  be- 
tween gentlemen.  Now,  I  altogether  deny  the 
honorable  gentleman's  right  to  put  himself  for- 
ward to  gire  that  definition,  more  particularly 
when  that  personal  honor  is  mixed  up  with  the 
actions  of  men  as  public  men  in  this  House. 
Such  a  definition  must  come  from  an  honorable 
member  who  has  not  crossed  the  floor  of  this 
House  three  times  within  three  years.  It  must 
oome  from  an  honorable  member  true  to  his 
party,  who  has  not  to  get  up  time  after  time  and 
say,  "  I  was  deluded  by  the  honorable  gentleman, 
Sir  George  Grey ;  I  wa-*  deluded  by  that  clever 
man,  Sir  William  Fox ;  '*  and  who,  I  think,  was 
deluded  by  that  clever  man,  William  Mudie 
Lamach.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  too  often 
deluded.  I  think  he  is  deluded  to-night;  and 
really  I  do  not  think  his  delusion  will  have  much 
weight  with  this  House.  The  real  question  to- 
night is.  Is  this  action  on  the  part  of  four 
honorable  members  right,  or  is  it  wrong  ?  That 
is  the  question.  It  may  be  put  in  another 
way.  Is  it  right  to  do  an  act  in  this  House 
which  it  would  be  wrong  to  do  in  a  club  or  pri- 
vate house  ?  The  lionorable  member  for  Geral- 
dine would  lead  us  to  believe  that  an  act  of  — 
it  is  difficult  to  speak  to-night  and  find  the  right 
word  to  use  about  an  act  such  as  we  are  told 
has  taken  place — is  quite  right  in  this  House, 
and  is  to  be  indorsed  rather  than  blamed.  I 
would  ask  that  honorable  member,  if  he  was 
working  with  a  party  of  friends,  in  Timaru  on 
some  local  question,  and  had  agreed  specifically 
on  a  certain  line  of  action  devised  together,  had 
determined  upon  that  action,  had  pledged  their 
words  to  one  another  in  regard  to  that  action, 
would  it  be  right  and  honorable  for  him,  before 
the  time  came  for  the  action  to  culminate,  to  go 
behind  the  backs  of  his  friends,  unknown  to  them, 
and  negotiate  against  that  action  ?  Let  me  say  I 
believe  he  would  not  do  it.  He  has  been  put 
up,  or  has  put  himself  up  generally,  to  make  a 
defence  for  the  action  of  his  party,  because  I 
hold  that  the  blame  for  the  action  that  is 
contemplated  now  is  not  to  be  imputed  so 
much  to  the  four  honorable  members  who 
are  taking  it  as  to  the  Government  who  prof- 
fered inducements,  who  confirmed  the  proffer, 
who  sealed  the  compact,  and  who  now  come 
down  and  say,  "  Go  on  with  your  vote  of  no- 
confidence."  On  the  eve  of  an  election,  if  you 
were  to  offer  an  elector  an  inducement  to  vote 
for  ^ou,  you  would  be  guilty  of  bribery  and  be 
punished.  Yet,  on  the  eve  of  a  no-confidence 
.division,  when  the  Government  benches  them- 
selves are  at  stake,  the  Government  think  it  not 
unworthy  of  them  to  negotiate  with  members 
who  are  voting  against  them — unknown  to  those 
members'  party  —  to  make  offers  to  them,  to 
accept  their  offers,  to  put  it  in  writing,  to  seal 
it,  and  then  come  down  and  say  it  is  the  conduct 
Mr.  De  Lautowr 


of  four  honorable  gentlemen.  Sir,  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  is  very  candid.  There  is 
always  a  good  deal  behind  what  he  chooses  to 
tell  us,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  behind  what  he 
has  chosen  to  tell  us  this  afternoon.  I,  for  my 
part,  am  not  prepared  to  believe  now  that  we 
know  the  whole  of  these  terms.  We  know  some 
of  them.  We  know  that  one  honorable  member 
is  to  have  a  portfolio,  and  we  know  that  the 
honorable  member  himself  is  to  have  his  revenge. 
We  do  not  know  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton  is  to  have  anything.  The  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  is  to  have  his  revenge. 
He  came  to  this  House  to  oppose  Sir  G^rge 
Grey.  He  never  can  forgive  Sir  George  Gr^ 
for  not  giving  him  the  Agent-Generalsbip.  He 
went  Home  with  the  expectation  of  getting  the 
Agent-Generalship,  and  has  had  to  oome  b«ck  to 
the  colony  without  getting  it. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  entirely  wrong. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOCJR.  —  Does  the  honorable 
gentleman  deny  that  he  expected  to  reccire  the 
Agent-Generalship  ? 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— I  do  deny  it. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.  — Of  course  I  hare  to 
accept  his  denial ;  but  the  word  of  an  honorable 
member  of  this  House  who  breaks  his  pledge 
and  confidence  with  me  is  not  very  reliable. 
The  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West 
(Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst)  is  to  have  a  portfolio.  That 
is  certain,  we  are  told,  although  he  has  not  got 
it  yet,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  he  will  get  it. 
What  I  was  more  particularly  going  to  say  was 
this :  The  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  has 
told  us  that  he  came  to  this  House  to  sup- 
port Sir  George  Grey.  Now,  at  the  close  of  ms 
speech  this  afternoon  he  scouted  the  idea  of 
following  the  dictation  of  Sir  George  Grey,  and 
said  it  would  be  better  for  Sir  George  Grey  to  be 
returned  to  this  House  with  fourteen  rotes  thaxi. 
that  he  should  follow  him  through  all  hia  vaga- 
ries. The  honorable  gentleman  is  full  of  incon- 
sistencies. He  states  that  he  was  in  fayoar  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Fort  Chalmers  being 
Premier,  and  yet  he  also  tells  us  that  he  has  gone 
over  to  the  other  side  because  Otago  had  a  xnQlion 
of  money  under  the  honorable  member's  adminis- 
tration :  that  Auckland  was  now  to  hare  ber 
share,  and  that  Auckland  would  not  hare  got  her 
share  from  that  honorable  member  if  he  was  made 
Premier  of  the  colony.  I  will  say  this,  in  regard 
to  that  matter — it  has  been  pointed  out  already, 
but  it  can  be  made  more  specific  sUU :  It  was 
agreed  by  the  party  —  at  the  invitation  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  who  tells  ns 
that  he  came  to  this  House  to  support  Sir  George 
Gh^y — it  was  agreed  by  the  party,  on  his  invita- 
tion, that  Sir  George  Grey  should  l>e  deposed,  and 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmen 
should  reign  in  his  stead.  The  honorable  i 
ber  tells  us  he  was  pledged  to  support  him. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— The  honorable  i 
ber  is  misstating  the  facts  entirely.     Sir  Gcorgt 
Gh-ey  said  he  would  retire  from  the  leadership. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— The  honoraWe  member 
for  Waitemata  moved  that  Mr.  Macandre  v  dioold 
be  leader  of  the  party.    I  was  doubtlol,  and  had 
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some  hesitation  in  agreeing  to  such  a  motion, 
coming  from  a  leader  of  the  Auckland  partj, 
who  I  thought  was  fighting  in  Sir  Gkorge  Grey's 
interest.  I  yentured  to  protest.  I  said  I  did  not 
think  it  was  a  good  thing ;  that,  if  it  was  to  be 
justified,  it  could  be  justified  only  by  expediency 
and  by  success ;  that  it  might  possibly  happen 
that,  if  the  party  was  to  meet  with  discomfiture,  it 
might  be  necessary  to  fall  back  upon  the  honor- 
able member  the  late  Premier  as  the  only  pos- 
sible rallying-point  we  had  in  the  country  in  the 
cause  of  Liberalism.  What  said  my  honorable 
friend  ?  He  got  up,  somewhat  indignantly,  and 
said,  "  If  it  is  understood  that  Mr.  Macandrew 
shall  not  lead,  the  whole  thing  will  drop.  I  insist 
upon  Mr.  Macandrew  leading  to  the  end  of  the 
session." 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— I  never  used  those 
words. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man had  his  say  this  afternoon ;  I  am  going  to 
hare  my  say  now.  He  undoubtedly  moved  that 
Mr.  Macandrew  should  be  leader:  he  insisted  that 
he  should  continue  leader  whether  we  succeeded 
or  whether  we  failed :  in  either  case  Mr.  Mac- 
andrew was  to  be  leader  to  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion ;  he  insisted  upon  it.  I  withdrew  my  objec- 
tion, as  I  think  now,  foolishly,  as  I  do  believe 
that  it  was  relaxing  that  claim  upon  the  Auck- 
land members,  that  bond  which  they  were  bound 
by,  and  which  we  in  our  folly  thought  would 
have  been  amply  secured  by  the  bond  of  per- 
sonal honor  to  the  party.  In  a  few  words  I  said, 
"  You  must  remember  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  elections  in  the  North  were  carried 
out :  it  has  been  greatly  a  personal  question,  and 
this  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  do."  I  was  overruled 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Waiteraata,  who 
forced  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
into  the  position  in  which  he  stands  now,  simply 
to  betray  him,  and  for  no  other  object  whatever. 
If  this  was  an  honorable  thing  to  do,  if  it  was 
to  be  justified  by  his  interest  in  the  position  of 
public  business,  would  it  not  hare  been  risht  to 
tell  us  of  the  arrangement  ?  The  first  we  heard 
of  the  matter  from  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
this  morning.  We  had  heard  rumours.  I  had 
notes  sent  to  me  yesterday  asking  me.  Was  it  true 
that  So-and-so  and  So-and-so  had  gone  over  ?  I 
wrote,  at  once,  indignant  replies,  "  No ;  there  is 
no  truth  in  it."  This  morning  the  honorable 
member  for  Woitemata  came  to  us  to  say,  "  I 
shall  not  vote  with  you  on  the  motion  of  want  of 
confidence ;  I  am  going  to  vote  with  the  Go- 
vernment J  my  position  is  irrevocable."  If  there 
was  honor  in  such  conduct,  if  the  intention  was 
true  and  right,  if  the  interest  of  the  country  was 
really  what  was  sought  after,  and  what  it  was  in- 
tended to  protect,  I  say  his  party — with  whom  he 
acted  for  the  last  few  weeks,  whom  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  himself  adrised  from  day 
to  day  and  from  step  to  step,  who  appointed  him 
to  represent  them — I  say  we  should  have  been 
called  together  and  told  that  the  interests  of  the 
country  demanded  a  different  line  of  action  on  our 
part ;  that,  "  unless  you,  as  a  party,  agree  to  gire 
way  and  permit  the  business  of  the  country  to  go 
on  under  a  reasonable  coalition,  I  must  withdraw 
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from  you  as  a  party."  That  would  have  been  a 
fair  and  honorable  position  to  have  taken  up. 
The  honorable  member  took  up  the  opposite  posi- 
tion. He  worked  in  secret.  He  tells  you  all  idong 
that  at  least  his  vote  is  to  be  depended  upon ; 
and  at  the  last  moment,  when  the  crisis  has  come, 
and  it  has  been  already  arranged  that  to-day 
the  motion  of  want  of  confidence  is  to  be  brought 
on,  he  then  announces  his  defection.  We  are 
told  that  this  is  the  conduct  of  honorable  men. 
Is  that  right  or  is  it  wrong?  Would  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country  have  been  jeopardized  by  our 
being  told  frankly  and  candidly  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  those  honorable  gentlemen  to  do 
what  they  have  done  ?  We  are  told  that  it  is  in 
the  interest  of  Auckland.  I  say  the  people  of 
Auckland  do  not  require  the  saonfioe  of  personal 
honor  at  the  hands  of  their  representatives  in 
order  to  confer  pecuniary  advantages  upon  that 
province.  I  deny  altogether  that  the  people  of 
Auckland,  who  have  cordially  united  with  the 
people  of  Otago,  who  have  lelt  that  there  has 
been  a  bond  of  sympathy  between  the  extreme 
North  and  the  extreme  South  which  did  not  exist 
elsewhere — I  deny  that  the  people  of  that  north- 
ern province  will  sanction  an  act  of  treacheiy 
based  on  the  argument  that  the  interests  of  the 
Provincial  District  of  Auckland  demanded  the 
sacrifice  of  personal  honor.  That,  of  course,  is 
a  matter  for  the  people  of  Auckland  themselves. 
I  say,  speaking  for  the  South,  it  is  a  bitter  thing. 
In  spite  of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Geraldine,  I  say  it  is  a  sad  thing.  For  years 
we  have  struggled  together  in  good  hith  with  the 
North.  We  agreed  to  give  up  interests  which  wo 
cherished  most  dearly.  We  agreed  to  sacrifice 
our  common  fimd,  our  Land  Fund,  our  educa- 
tion reserves,  so  that  it  should  not  be  said  that 
the  South  was  rich  while  poverty  existed  in  the 
North.  We  have  made  these  sacrifices.  We  have 
met  Auckland  fairly  face  to  face.  We  trusted 
the  representatives  of  Auckland.    We  were  pre- 

gared  to  take  advice  from  the  leading  mem- 
ers  from  Auckland — for  instance,  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton.  To  find  out  that 
those  in  whom  we  trusted — those  who  have  acted 
with  us  during  the  last  few  weeks — have  simply 
betrayed  us  is  a  sad  thing,  a  pitiable  thing,  a 
thing  that  will  be  written  in  the  history  of  this 
colony  BO  indelibly  that  blood  itself  will  not 
wipe  it  out.  The  honorable  member  for  Kaia- 
poi  and  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata 
may  say  that  there  are  no  such  things  as  party 
lines — that  you  may  cross  the  fioor  of  this  House 
through  personal  belief  in  one  man  or  disbelief 
in  another.  I  take  a  different  opinion.  I  say 
that  responsible  government  cannot  be  carried 
on  unless  you  have  party  lines,  and  unless,  no 
matter  what  may  constitute  the  division,  these 
party  lines  are  adhered  to.  If  members  on  one 
side  are  to  betray  their  party — accept  terms  from 
the  other  side  and  go  over  to  it — if  that  is  done, 
party  government  is  impossible,  and  that  means 
that  responsible  government  is  impossible.  It  is 
impossible  that  honorable  members  can  really 
represent  the  people,  because  they  have  been  sent 
here  to  represent  the  principles  which  are  sup- 
posed to  exist  on  one  side  or  the  other.    If  they 
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will  ignore  those  principles  for  the  sake  of  a 
pallry  bribe  or  someadrantage  for  their  own  par- 
ticular district,  it  is  nonsense  to  think  the  people 
can  be  represented  under  such  circumstances. 
We  must  fix  upon  some  other  mode  of  gorem- 
ment  altogether.  Whaterer  may  hare  been  the 
state  of  things  when  the  public  works  policy  first 
began— whateTer  may  have  been  the  difficulty  of 
continuing  parties  which  then  arose — by  the  influ- 
ence of  a  few  leading  men,  conspicuous  among 
whom  has  been  Sir  George  Omj,  and  by  their 
aid,  we  hare  got  some  dcTelopment  of  party.  We 
hare  one  pwty,  at  any  rate,  who  profess  to  be 
the  party  of  Liberalism,  which  the  country  re- 
turned nearly  the  whole  of  this  House  to  support. 
We  are  told  now  that  there  are  to  be  no  parties, 
although  it  must  be  known  that  on  this  side  of 
the  House  alone  honorable  members  baTe  for 
years  past  adhered  to  all  the  most  advanced 
liberal  doctrines  that  have  orer  been  prescribed  in 
any  civilized  country.  It  is  true  that  honorable 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  have  professed 
their  desire  to  bring  down  liberal  measures  ;  but 
can  we  have  any  faith  in  a  party  whoso  leader 
only  last  year  denounced  every  point  of  the 
liberal  policy,  and  who  now  comes  and  lays  Bills 
before  us  and  says,  ''Oh,  I  am  a  Liberal  "  ?  But 
that  is  a  question  of  policy,  which  I  do  not  wish 
to  go  into  now.  I  simply  rose  in  the  interests  of 
the  parly,  being  one  of  the  subordinates  of  that 
party,  to  expoee  the  treachery  we  have  been  sub- 
jected to.  It  is  said  we  have  not  been  betrayed : 
it  is  said  that  oonfldence  has  not  been  broken.  I 
say  we  have  been  sold ;  I  say  four  members  of 
our  party  have  made  up  their  minds  to  sell  us 
deliberately,  and  have  kept  it  a  secret  from  us, 
who  had  a  first  right  to  know.  One  of  the 
four  honorable  gentlemen  is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Newton — and  it  is  far  from  my  inten- 
tion to  say  one  word  which  he  might  resent,  or 
which  might  be  taken  to  be  meant  unkindly, 
or  which,  coming  from  so  young  a  man  as  myself, 
might  be  taken  as  being  impertinent ;  but  I  wish 
to  say  this  :  that,  from  the  time  I  first  came  into 
the  House,  he  has  shown  me  great  kindness,  he 
has  given  me  advice.  His  honorable  conduct  has 
formed  a  standard  upon  which  we  might  hope 
to  mould  our  courses;  and  now,  to  crown  all, 
he  has  given  us,  at  the  last  moment  —  we  are 
told  in  the  interest  of  Auckland  —  an  instance 
of  how  a  party  may  be  betrayed.  I  refuse,  even 
now,  to  believe  it  of  that  honorable  gentleman. 
We  may  regret  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  West,  being  flattered  with  the 
offer  of  a  seat  in  the  Ministry,  has  gi?en  way  to 
temptation  ;  but  when  he  is  accompanied  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Newton,  who  have  held  a  high 
position  in  the  political  circle  for  many  years,  how 
can  we  blame  him  ?  What  inducement  is  there 
for  any  one  to  be  honest  in  the  future?  Why 
should  we  not  all  put  our  wares  in  the  market 
and  offer  ourselves  for  sale  ?  What  man  will  be 
true  to  his  principles  ?  There  is  no  inducement 
for  a  man  to  raise  himself  upon  the  political  lad- 
der. He  may  be  ambitious,  and  in  a  moment  of 
unsteadiness  he  may  contemplate  sacrificing  per- 
sonal honor  to  political  advancement.  In  that 
Mr.  De  Lauiour 


moment  of  doubt  a  temptation  steps  in,  the  maa 
takes  his  price — and  this  day  some  of  them  have 
got  it.  Can  responsible  government  continoe 
under  such  a  system  as  that  ?  We  have  H mis- 
ters silting  on  those  benches  professing  to  bdoag 
to  the  Constitutional  party,  to  be  the  onl^  men 
capable  of  leading  this  House,  and  of  helping  us 
out  of  the  dilemma,  caused  by  maladninistratioo, 
as  it  is  called,  into  which  we  have  been  plunged— 
professing  to  uphold  all  principles  of  personal 
nonor  by  acting  in  accordance  with  constitutional 
government — and  for  them  to  coma  down,  after 
sitting  on  those  benches  week  after  week  in  the 
face  of  an  adverse  majority,  to  secure  possession 
of  them  by  such  means  is  a  pitiable  spectacle ;  it 
is  enough  to  make  the  House  despair  of  boBsst 
government.  We  are  told  this  is  a  deadlock. 
But  what  is  the  fact  ?  Has  it  been  the  balaoos 
of  a  vote,  turning  one  way  to^ay  and  another 
way  to-morrow?  There  have  been  only  two 
divisions  since  the  present  Government  entered 
office,  and  we  have  had  a  majority  of  six  ;  and 
a  majority  of  six  is  quite  enough  for  a  Go- 
vernment in  this  House.  A  Ministiy  with  a 
majority  of  six  is  far  better  than  a  Ministry 
with  a  majority  of  fourteen.  It  is  better  to  have 
a  strong  Opposition.  At  any  rate,  we  have  had 
a  majority  of  six ;  and  we  know  it  has  been 
laid  down  by  the  highest  authority  in  the  colonj 
that  Ministers'  votes  are  not  to  count,  to  that  we 
have,  according  to  that  high  authority,  a  majoritj 
of  fourteen.  Let  me  repeat  how  we  have  been 
led  on.  Day  by  day  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  has  sat  in  our  councils.  Every  act 
the  party  has  taken  has  baen  either  the  result  of 
Jiis  advice  or  in  deference  to  liis  wishes,  up  tiU 
to-day.  This  deadlock,  as  it  is  called,  is  due  to 
them.  When  the  party  did  not  think  of  going 
into  opposition,  the  advice  of  himsdf  and  ha 
three  associates  was,  "We  have  the  majority, 
and  should  assert  it  ;**  and  their  advice  was  fol- 
lowed. They  have  led  us  step  by  st«p,  day  aftsr 
day,  up  to  the  present  time ;  and  now  they  turn 
round  upon  us  and  say,  **  See  the  confusion  joa 
are  causing — ^you  are  ruining  the  country ;  and  it 
is  necessary  for  us  to  go  over,  in  the  interest  of 
I  Auckland."  Sir,  which  side  was  likely  to  give 
Auckland  justice  —  which  side  now  is  likely  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  interests  of  Aueklaod? 
If  Auckland  had  wished  to  commit  suicide,  it  has 
been  done  for  her  to-night.  It  i*  true  we  aw 
surrounded  by  Auckland  members  in  whom  we 
still  have  confidence,  but  they  cannot  expect  after 
thb — after  certain  representatives  of  Auckland 
interests  have  put  themselves  up  for  sale — they 
cannot  expect  that  Auckland  claims  will  be  recog- 
nized when  it  comes  to  solid  voting  on  the  esti- 
mates. And  this  farce  about  Aucldand  getting  a 
balance-sheet  and  adjusting  the  pubUc  accounts! 
No  man  understands  these  public  accounts.  Therr 
have  been  numerous  adjustments  as  betwees 
districts  promised,  but  it  has  been  found  impot- 
sible  to  be  done.  It  simply  amounts  to  thi«: 
Ministers  can  go  through  these  accounts  and 
put  down  arbitrary  sums,  until  they  arrive  at 
the  precise  amount  to  be  paid.  Then  we  are 
told  there  is  no  correspondence.  Wdl,  there  is  a 
memorandum  in  existence — a  memorandum  whidi 
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haa  been  disoussed  bj  Ministen,  and  agreed  to  bj 
Ministers.  Yet  the  Premier  says  be  will  not 
produce  it.  Why  did  he  vote  for  the  production 
of  it?  Of  course  the  honorable  member  for 
Gkraldine  told  the  truth  when  he  said  that  the 
QoTemment  took  the  opportunity  to  conceal  a 
defeat  by  voting  with  us.  That  was  the  real  truth 
of  the  matter.  I  am  not  inclined  to  say  more 
upon  the  subject :  nothing  beyond  this.  I  should 
like,  if  I  could,  to  follow  the  same  line  on  this 
occasion  that  I  took  once  before.  I  determined, 
rashly,  in  1877,  that  those  who  deceived  me  should 
never  have  that  support  which  before  had  been 
given  them ;  and  I  say  now,  in  the  face  of  what  I 
think  is  a  shameful  disaster  that  has  happened, 
that  in  this  chamber  I  shall  continue  to  pay  respect 
and  attention  to  every  member  of  the  House  as 
representing  a  constituency,  because  his  every  act 
is  the  act  of  his  constituency ;  but,  beyond  that,  I 
can  have  nothing  to  do  with  men  who  can  lead  us 
into  a  trap,  and  who  can  give  their  solemn  word 
to  you,  who  can  pledge  themselves  to  act  with 
you  in  a  particular  course,  and  then,  at  the  last 
moment,  without  a  word  of  warning,  can  be  false 
to  you.  I  say,  for  my  own  part,  and  I  say  it  with 
regret,  I  will  not  speak  to  or  know  outside  this 
House  any  honorable  gentleman  who  can  betray 
confidence  given  by  me,  perhaps  in  innocence, 
but  in  integrity. 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  took  an  opportunity  of  rising 
this  afternoon  to  do,  as  I  thought,  a  service  to  the 
Government.  I  had  heard  an  ugly  rumour  float- 
ing through  the  lobbies  and  pervading  Bellamy's, 
and  I  thought  I  would  give  the  Government  an 
opportunity  of  contradicting  it,  to  that  it  should 
not  go  forth  to  the  world  that  votes  were  being 
bought  and  paid  for  in  this  House.  I  was  rather 
disappointed  on  their  giving  no  answer  to  that. 
They  did  not  clear  themselves  of  the  imputation 
cast  upon  them  by  such  rumours  being  prevalent, 
which  they  might  have  done  if  those  rumours 
bad  not  been  based  upon  truth;  and  the  only 
answer  the  Premier  deigned  to  give  was  to  this 
effect:  that  when  his  policy  was  disclosed  we 
should  know  whether  it  was  true  ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  when  his  policy  is  disclosed  we  sliall 
know  that  it  is  true.  I  do  not  think  that  in  the 
mind  of  any  member  of  this  House  there  can 
remain  any  feeling  of  doubt,  either  on  one  side  or 
on  the  other,  that  these  ugly  rumours — for  I  still 
call  them  "  ugly  rumours  " — are  based  upon  fact. 
I  have  no  doubt  on  the  matter,  because  the  Pre- 
mier has  not  denied  them — not  a  single  member 
on  the  Government  benches  has  denied  them. 
We  have  had  nothing  but  quibbling,  equivoca- 
tion, prevarication,  hesitation,  and  reservation  on 
the  subject,  while  they  ought  to  have  been  denied ; 
and  I  again  challenge  the  Gt>vernment  to  say  if 
these  rumours  be  wrong.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Gbvernment  will  get  up 
and  say  these  rumours  are  unfounded — that  there 
has  been  no  such  transaction — I  will  sit  down  and 
not  say  another  word  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HALL. — It  is  a  highly  improper  thing  to 
do. 

Mr.  PYKE. — The  honorable  gentleman  laughs ; 
but  his  laughter  is  like  the  laughter  which  is 
described  as  resembling  "  the  crackling  of  thorns 


under  a  pot."  He  will  find  out  to  his  cost  that 
that  is  the  character  of  the  laugh  he  has  indulged 
in.  I  feel  that  these  rumours  are  too  true,  and 
that  it  is  a  sorry  day  for  New  Zealand  when 
Ministers  dare  not  get  up  in  their  places  and 
deny  that  they  have  offered  a  bribe  of  public 
works  to  the  extent — if  my  information  be  cor- 
rect—of one-fifth  of  the  coming  loan,  in  order  to 
secure  four  votes.  If  such  be  the  case — if  they 
have  given  this  sum  for  four  votes,  I  must  say 
they  are  very  bad  marketers,  for  they  could  have 
got  many  more  votes  for  the  same  money.  I  do 
not  think  the  game  is  worth  the  candle,  because 
it  will  not  give  them  a  majority  in  this  House. 
No  member  of  the  Middle  Island  who  has  been 
made  acquainted  with  what  has  been  going  on 
can  for  a  single  moment  doubt  the  propriety  of 
joining  the  Opposition,  and  assisting  to  hurl  from 
those  benches  gentlemen  so  unworthy  to  occupy 
them.  It  was  only  the  other  night  that  the 
Premier  came  to  this  House  and  commenced  a 
very  effective  speech  by  declaring  that,  when  he 
came  in,  he  had  made  up  his  mind  that  he  would 
make  no  personal  allusions  whatever.  But  he 
had  not  been  on  his  feet  ten  minutes  when  he 
made  the  most  violent  personal  allusion  that  ever 
I  heard  within  the  walls  of  this  House.  I  refer 
to  this  because  I  intend  to  teach  the  Premier, 
if  he  is  capable  of  being  taught  —  which  is  ex- 
ceedingly doubtful  at  his  age — that  he  has  set 
a  very  bad  example  to  this  House.  I  wish 
to  tell  him  that,  if  our  debates  hitherto  have 
not  been  characterized  by  a  total  avoidance  of 
personalities,  these,  when  indulged  in,  have  been 
so  deprecated  as  to  check  the  recurrence  of  such 
an  offence  against  the  rules  of  parliamentary  dis- 
cussion. The  honorable  member  made  a  very  fair 
retort  to  some  remarks  which  I  had  made  on  a 
previous  occasion,  but  before  he  had  done  he  hit 
below  the  belt — he  gave  an  unfair  blow ;  and  I 
charge  him  with  it.  He  struck  below  the  belt 
when  he  said  that,  if  there  was  a  scandal,  the 
scandal  would  be  my  sitting  on  those  benches. 
I  will  not  follow  the  bad  example  he  has  set  me, 
or  else  I  could  point  out  that  a  very  much  worse 
scandal  is  being  perpetrated  by  some  of  the 
honorable  gentlemen  sitting  on  those  benches 
now.  If  he  does  not  care  for  the  dignity  and 
honor  of  this  House,  I  do.  If  he  thinks  he  can 
come  down  from  the  House  of  Lords  to  this 
branch  of  the  Legislature  and  introduce  outrages 
on  the  debates  of  this  House,  I  will  not  partici- 
pate in  the  bad  example  set  by  the  honorable 
gentleman.  He  talked  of  a  scandal.  Where  is 
the  scandal  now  ?  There  is  the  scandal  (point- 
ing to  the  Government  benches)  ;  here  is  the 
scandal  (pointing  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata)  :  the  scandal  is  in  buying  the  votes 
of  four  members  of  this  House. 

Hon.  Membebs. — Order,  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  in  order  in  using  such  language ;  and 
he  ought  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  withdraw  the  language,  but  I 
think  it  all  the  same.  I  will  put  it  in  other 
language.  But,  in  the  first  place,  I  wish  to 
draw  your  attention  to  this  fact :  that  I  did  not 
first  use  the  word  "scandal.!*    It  was  the  Pre- 
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mier,  who  ought  to  set  a  good  example  to  this 
House.  The  honorahle  member  for  Waitemata — 
who  comes  to  our  coudcUs,  who  comes  and  directs 
our  councils,  who  is  one  of  the  managing  com- 
mittee of  the  Opposition,  who  to  within  forty- 
eight  hours, — aye,  I  may  say,  within  thirty-six 
hourd, — of  the  time  at  which  he  gare  in  his  ad- 
hesion to  the  Q-ovemment,  was  guiding  and 
directing  the  Opposition — was  all  the  time  in- 
triguing with  Ministers  to  obtain  that  which  he 
desired  in  reward  for  his  giying  his  vote  in  their 
favour,  and  taking  over  with  him  three  other 
honorable  members,  one  of  whom,  up  to  this  date, 
I  believed  to  be  one  of  the  most  honorable  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  That  he  did  so  is  un- 
doubtedly true ;  it  is  true,  also,  that  ho  persuaded 
us  to  take  measures  that  he  must  have  known 
would  be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
party ;  that  he  prevented  our  calling  the  party 
together  by  his  advice ;  that  he  urged  us  to  refuse 
to  grant  supplies,  and  also  to  refuse  the  offer  of 
the  Premier  to  take  the  debate  on  the  motion  of 
no  confidence  on  Tuesday  last.  All  this  he  did, 
and  more.  He  has  made  a  statement  respecting 
a  telegram  which  was  sent  to  an  Auckland  paper. 
I  have  here  the  statement  in  my  hand  of  the 
gentleman  with  whom  he  communicated,  and  I 
will  read  it  to  the  House,  with  permission : — 

"  Montrose  went  to  Mr.  Header  Wood  asking 
Wood  to  give  him  true  information  about  the 
rumours,  as  he  (Montrose)  wished  for  it  imme- 
diately, to  send  by  telegraph  to  Auckland.  There- 
upon for  that  purpose  Mr.  Reader  Wood  gave 
the  information.  He  therefore  authorized  the 
telegram." 

There  is  no  getting  out  of  that. 

Mr.  BEADKR  WOOD.— T  wish  to  state  that 
there  was  not  a  word  said  to  Mr.  Montrose  about 
telegrams. 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  accept  the  assurance  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  pending  fur- 
ther inquiry.  I  have  also  the  statement  of 
another  reporter,  who  was  present  at  the  time, 
that  he  did  request  the  information  in  writing 
for  the  purpose  of  sending  a  telegram.  And 
how  any  other  interpretation  can  be  put  upon 
this  matter,  except  by  a  quibbling  with  words — 
which  no  honest  English  gentleman  would  resort 
to — I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand.  I  do  not 
charge  the  honorable  gentleman  \fith  having 
changed  his  principles  ;  I  do  not  charge  him  with 
that.  I  believe  he  never  had  uny  to  change. 
I  remember  in  1874  that  honorable  gentleman 
brought  forward  a  motion  for  Abolition,  which  he 
failed  in  carrying  out.  In  1875  he  attended  a 
caucus  meeting  at  the  Ministerial  residence  in 
the  Tinakori  Koad,  and  said,  "  If  Abolition  be 
one  of  the  cardinal  points  of  your  policy,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  must  retire,  because  I  cannot  sup- 
port it;"  and  accordingly  he  went  across  the 
House.  As  far  as  my  researches  have  gone,  I 
have  never  been  able  to  discover  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata  had  any  principles  at  i 
all.  There  is  one  thing  I  am  glad  of,  which  this 
debate  has  brought  about.  We  have  been  told 
for  a  long  time  past  that  honorable  members  of 
this  House  have  been  seduced  by  promises  of 
money  for  public  works.  I  am  sure  the  Gh)Tern- 
Jfr.  I^ke 


ment  will  acquit  me  of  any  charge  of  having  ever 
gone  to  ask  them  for  a  single  penny ;  but  1  have 
been  told  by  member  after  member  that  they  hare 
been  promised  money  to  such  an  extent  that,  if 
the  five-million  loan  came  out  in  hard  sovereigns 
to-morrow,  there  would  not  be  half  enough  to 
meet  the  promises  made  by  Oovernment.  I  hate 
kept  a  perfect  record  from  time  to  time  of  the 
statements  made  by  member  after  member,  and  1 
am  perfectly  certain  that  five  millions  will  not  be 
sufficient  to  meet  all  the  promises  which  the  pre- 
sent Government  have  made. 

Mr.  HALL.— Read  it  out. 

Mr.  PYKE. — If  the  honorable  member  thinb 
I  will  read  out  names,  he  must  think  I  am  as  bad 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata, 

Mr.  HAIjL. — Will  the  honorable  member  read 
the  amounts  for  the  works,  without  the  names  ? 

Mr.  PYKE.  —  I  do  not  divulge  private  con- 
versations, or  that  which  happens  in  private  cau- 
cuses. I  do  not  know  what  I  may  come  to  before 
I  die ;  but,  thank  .Gt>d,  I  have  not  yet  come  to 
that.  The  Gt>vemment  cannot  possibly  fulfil  all 
their  promises.  If  they  fulfil  one- tenth  of  them 
they  will  absorb  all  the  loan.  What !  a  milUon 
to  Auckland  to  begin  with!  That  is  about  the 
total  to  that  part  of  the  country,  and  the  honor- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Hall)  knows  it. — (Laughter 
from  Mr.  Hall.) — Again  the  crackling  of  tlioms 
under  the  pot.  But,  Sir,  this  thing  has  been 
going  on  in  all  directions.  The  other  day  our 
flight  was  regaled  by  a  letter  from  a  member  of 
this  House  appearing  in  a  newspaper,  the  3>e 
Zealander,  snowing  the  manner  in  whic^  the 
Government  were  endeavouring  to  get  Totes,  not 
upon  questions  of  policy,  not  upon  the  way  in 
which  the  government  should  be  administered, 
nor  upon  large  questions  of  that  kind  ;  but  upon 
the  question  of  how  much  each  can  get  for  his 
district.  That  is  the  policy  of  the  Goremment, 
and  nothing  else.  That  is  the  way  in  which  they 
endeavour  to  catch  votes.  What  does  the  honor- 
able gentleman  say — the  honorable  member  for 
Grey  Valley  (Mr.  Masters)  ?    He  vrrites, — 

'*  I  have  the  most  positive  assurances  of  sup- 
port to  both  railways,  harbour  works,  &c.,  from 
most  of  the  leaders — viz.,  John  Hall,  McLean, 
Rolleston,  Oliver,  Atkinson,  Bowen,  and  otheir. 
.  .  .  .  I  have  also  had  many  hours*  prrnta 
conversation  with  leaders,  upon  harbour  works 
and  railways,  iriM  the  view  of  obiaintn^  a  plei$* 
before  giving  my  support.  It  is  extremely  un- 
fortunate, and  much  to  be  regretted,  that  there 
should  be  division  between  the  Qrej  VaBcy 
members ;  and  I  tried  to  show  Reeves  that  the 
Opposition  was  the  proper  side  for  us  to  take." 

Now,  if  that  does  not  show  that  the  Govon- 
ment  policy  is  buying  support  with  public  money, 
I  do  not  know  what  it  shows.  I  say  that  such  s 
corrupt  state  of  things  has  never  been  known  to 
exist  in  any  part  of  the  British  dominions  ;  and 
if  the  honorable  member  (Mr.  Hall)  comes  hers 
from  the  Legislative  Council  to  lower  the  tone  of 
the  debates  of  this  House,  with  which  I  ehai^ 
him,  and  to  corrupt  its  members  by  promises  id 
money  for  public  works,  with  which  I  also  cfaarj^ 
him,  it  were  better  that  he  had  reposed  there  for 
ever,  and  never  shown  his  £sce  in  a  brmnch  of  the 
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Legislatore  which  he  has  attempted  to  degrade. 
We  haye  not  gained  anything  by  his  coining 
here.  The  GoTcrnment  sent  to  the  LegislatiTe 
Council  a  gentleman  who  had  been  rejected  by  a 
northern  constituency,  and  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
came  from  the  Council  here.  This  reminds  me 
of  the  Ode  to  Saint  Cecilia,  which  may  be  thus 
parodied : — 

They  raised  a  lawyer  to  the  skies, 
And  sent  a  lajman  down. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  any  longer ;  but  I 
cannot  conclude  without  saying,  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata,  that,  by  his  conduct,  he 
has  damned  himself  to  everlasting  fame.  There 
b  no  doubt  about  that.  When  he  puts  on  his 
nightcap  to-night  he  cannot  help  seriously  reflect- 
ing on  what  he  has  done,  and  when  he  gets  up  in 
the  morning  he  will  arise  with  the  consciousness 
that  he  has  sold  his  party  and  sold  his  country 
— for  what  purpose  is  best  known  to  himself. 

Mr.  TAINUI. — I  stand  up  now  to  give  an  idea 
of  what  I  feel.  Such  a  thing  has  never  before 
been  heard  of — of  a  Government  promising  to 
give  to  a  particular  place,  such  as  Auckland, 
£500,000.  I  believe  a  thing  of  this  kind  is  in  the 
heart  of  every  member  of  this  House  who  has 
carefully  considered  it ;  and  I  believe  with  mem- 
bers hereafter  it  will  be  an  established  rule  that 
they  will  go  to  the  Government  and  ask  what  they 
can  get  for  their  particular  districts  ;  and,  in  the 
event  of  the  6K)vernment  not  making  those  pro- 
mises to  different  members,  those  members  will 
go  back  to  their  seats  and  say,  **  Well,  this  is  not 
a  good  Government."  Those  very  members  who 
are  supporting  the  Gk>vernment  now,  on  the  same 
terms  will  support  the  Opposition.  I  now  under- 
stand that  the  public  moneys  of  the  colony  are 
not  fairly  dealt  out.  I  never  heard  of  such  an 
idea  as  the  money  of  the  colony  being  allowed  to 
be  used  to  buy  the  votes  of  members.  I  say  to 
the  House,  "  Let  the  Government  be  careful  what 
they  are  going  to  do,  and  what  they  are  going  to 
promise,"  because  some  promises  are  carried  out, 
and  some  are  only  half  gone  through.  And  I 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Government  has 
sought  out  this  way  of  procedure.  It  is  a  very 
fair  thing  for  the  members  of  this  House  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter  connected  with  those  mem- 
bers who  have  turned  over  to  the  Government. 
If  this  had  been  done  by  the  Maori  members  in 
this  House,  we  should  have  been  blamed  all  round 
by  erery  member.  Let  the  House  consider  this  : 
that,  when  the  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori 
District  left  his  seat  on  the  Goremment  benches, 
he  did  so  on  very  good  grounds,  and  grounds  that 
were  justifiable.  They  were  these :  The  Native 
Minister  in  his  Ministerial  speech  said  some- 
thing about  abolishing  the  Native  Department. 
As  far  as  I  know,  the  ParUament  has  been  in 
existence  for  about  twenty  years,  and  the  word 
has  only  cropped  up  now  to  abolish  the  Native 
Department.  The  House  is  perfectly  well  aware 
of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  and  that  agreements 
were  made  in  that  treaty  vesting  certain  rights  in 
the  Maoris.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  abolition 
of  the  Native  Department  is  a  thing  that  was 
carefully  deliberated  over  by  the  present  6K)vern- 
ment.     H  you  abolish  the  Native  Department, 


how  can  you  manage  Native  affairs  —  through 
what  channel?  To  my  idea,  this  Government 
have  in  their  minds  certain  half-measures  which 
are  to  affect  the  Maori  people.  I  know  also  that 
the  Maori  people  are  looked  upon  in  a  very 
favourable  light  by  the  Crown.  That  is  why  I 
now  say.  Do  not  bring  on  to  the  Maoris  these  half- 
measures,  whatever  they  are,  but  amend  such  Acts 
at  present  existing  as  are  detrimental  to  their 
interests.  There  are  two  features  connected  with 
the  business  of  this  House — the  affairs  on  the 
European  side  and  those  on  the  Maori  side  ;  and 
I  firmly  believe  that  they  are  both  equal  in  im- 
portance—in fact,  I  believe  the  Maori  question  is 
the  more  important.  The  House  should  consider 
these  things,  and  give  to  the  Maori  what  he  is 
entitled  to,  and  deal  fairly  with  him  in  everything. 
Every  member  who  gets  up  in  this  House  and 
makes  a  speech  refers  to  Te  Whiti  and  to  Tawhiao, 
of  the  Waikato.  They  talk  a  great  deal  about 
these  things :  but  I  ask  the  House  to  remedy  the 
grievances  of  the  Maoris,  and  deal  with  tha  land 
m  a  proper  light.  The  reason  why  I  will  not 
give  my  vote  to  the  Premier  is,  because  I  know 
it  was  he  who  did  certain  things  which  were 
very  injurious  to  the  Maoris  of  the  other  Island. 
But  if  the  Ministers  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment were  to  repent  of  the  lins  they  have 
committed  on  the  Maoris  of  the  other  Island, 
then  they  might  expect  some  consideration.  I 
hare  received  a  letter  from  the  Natives  of  the 
other  Island  expressing  deep  sorrow  at  the  defeat 
of  the  late  Government,  and  great  love  for  them 
and  Sir  George  Grey.  That  letter  was  enclosed 
to  me.  The  only  Minister,  in  my  mind,  who  is 
of  any  account  in  the  present  Government  is 
Mr.  RoUeston.  I  know  this,  and  the  Maoris  of 
the  Middle  Island  also  know  it :  If  that  honor- 
able gentleman  had  been  made  Premier,  he  would 
have  had  our  support.  If  any  member  of  this 
House  were  to  say  that  my  vote  could  be  bought, 
I  should  deny  it.  I  was  returned  to  this  Houso 
by  my  constituents  to  attend  to  their  grievances, 
and  I  now  say  that  if  the  present  Government 
act  fairly  and  justly  towards  the  Maoris  they  will 
probably  be  some  time  in  office  ;  but,  if  they  fail 
in  that  and  do  not  attend  to  these  grievances  of 
the  Maoris,  I  do  not  suppose  they  wiil  be  more 
than  six  months  in  office — they  will  come  over 
to  the  side  of  the  House  which  my  party  now 
occupy. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— I  do  not  think  that  in  an 
irregular  debate,  such  as  this  appears  to  be,  many 
woi^s  are  called  for.  Hut  it  is  very  desirable  that 
men  who  are  representing  Auckland  constituencies 
in  this  House  should  declare  the  ground  on  which 
they  stand  and  the  line  they  purpose  taking  ;  and 
it  is  for  that  reason  alone  I  venture  to  address  the 
House  at  this  late  hour.  As  a  young  member  of 
a  party  in  this  House,  having  very  little  feeUng 
as  to  what  men  should  be  in  office  or  what  men 
should  be  out  of  office,  provided  they  are  honest, 
I  trust  to  the  leadership  of  abler  and  more  expe- 
rienced men  in  these  matters  ;  and  I  suppose  wo 
may  take  it  for  granted  that  that  is  the  position 
that  all  new  members  must  take  up  at  first :  and 
when  the  leaders  they  have  trusted  hare  led  them 
into  anything  like  a  false  position,  it  is  time 
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enough  to  declaim  against  them  then,  and  not  a 
moment  sooner.  Some  of  the  honorable  members 
who  are  alluded  to  as  having  broken  faith  with 
other  members  of  the  partj  to  which  they  be- 
longed  are  men  for  whom  I  have  had  the  greatest 
respect ;  and,  notwithstanding  what  has  occurred, 
that  respect  still  remains,  although  of  a  different 
character.  But,  at  the  same  time,  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  speak  of  these  gentlemen  in  detail,  I  must 
saj  that  there  is  one  of  them  at  least  from  whom 
I  fullj  expected  this  action  :  indeed,  I  was  only 
astonished  it  had  not  taken  place  before.  I  feel 
quite  satisBed  that,  when  the  news  is  wafted  up 
to  Auckland  of  what  has  occurred  here  to*day, 
there  will  be  hundreds  of  men  who  gave  their 
votes  for  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West  who  will  say,  "  He  has  done  exactly 
what  I  expected  he  would  do."  There  was  an 
intense  feeling  there  amongst  men  who  voted  for 
the  honorable  member  simply  because  he  was  the 
nominee  of  the  party,  that  he  would  ultimately 
sell  the  party  ;  and  I  trust  I  shall  be  forgiven  the 
bluntness  of  my  speech  in  saying  that  he  has  done 
what  it  was  fully  expected  he  would  do.  As  a 
young  man  who  long  desired  a  seat  in  this  Cham- 
ber, my  feelings  at  the  present  moment  are  these : 
that,  having  once  entered  into  a  compact  with 
honorable  men,  I  would  rather  forfeit  that  seat 
which  I  had  striven  to  hard  to  obtain  than 
in  any  sense  depart  from  that  compact ;  and  I 
should  be  quite  prepared  at  the  present  moment 
to  surrender  my  seat  rather  than  betray  the  con- 
fidence of  gentlemen  who  reposed  trust  in  me. 
But  I  think  it  very  hard  that,  after  we  had  trust- 
ingly placed  our  consciences  and  our  actions  in 
the  hands  of  a  man  whom  we  looked  upon  as  an 
old  and  experienced  leader,  we  should  be  led  into 
such  a  position  as  this.  That  gentleman,  I  may 
say — as  it  seems  to  be  the  rule  to-day  to  refer  to 
matters  that  have  occurred  outside—sat  beside 
me  at  what  is  termed  the  caucus,  and  after  Sir 
George  Grey  had  deliberately,  of  his  own  motion, 
and  uninfluenced  by  any  of  those  who  are  called 
his  personal  followers,  resigned  the  leadership 
of  his  party  in  an  honorable,  straightforward, 
and  patriotic  manner,  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata  proposed  his  successor.  I  must 
corroborate  the  statement  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata  that  at  the  first 
meeting  he  took  up  a  certain  line;  for,  not- 
withstanding any  heat  or  feeling  that  may  exist, 
I  think  it  desirable  that  we  should  endeavour 
to  adhere  strictly  to  the  truth  in  all  these  mat- 
ters :  but  with  regard  to  the  following  meetings 
the  full  truth  was  not  told  by  him.  I  say  un- 
hesitatingly that  the  arrangement  made  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  was  that  he 
was  to  be  leader  to  the  end  of  the  session  ;  and 
that  was  done  with  the  full  concurrence  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  retired  from  the 
leadership  of  the  party.  I  do  not  wish  to  refer 
to  the  statement  made  to-night  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Geraldine,  but  I  must  say  most  dis- 
tinctly, in  defence  of  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames,  who  i^  absent,  and  in  defence  of 
those  members  who  have  pinned  their  faith  to 
him,  that,  he  having  agreed  to  retire  from  the 
leadership  of  the  party,  and  having  stated  that 
Mr,  Speight 


he  would  not  take  office  in  any  Government 
formed  from  that  party,  we  should  have  carried 
out  that  agreement  to  the  letter.  It  is  wrong, 
therefore,  for  the  honorable  gentleman  to  say 
that  it  was  merely  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
followers  of  Sir  George  Grey  to  get  him  into 
office  again  by  a  side-wind.  There  was  no  such 
intention  on  the  part  of  those  members.  But  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata  tells  ub  that  be 
was  deserted  by  his  leader,  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers  ;  and  when  we  come  to  look  for 
the  proof  of  it,  it  is  this :  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers,  with  that  Scotch  modesty 
which  characterizes  him,  seems  to  have  had  a 
very  low  estimate  of  his  own  capabilities  as  leader, 
and,  because  he  mentioned  this  to  his  party,  that 
is  taken  as  a  desertion  of  leadership  by  liim.  Could 
anything  be  more  absurd  or  unjust  than  to  put 
such  a  construction  upon  that  statement?  The 
Premier  tells  us  that  this  conversation  was  of  a 
character  similar  to  the  negotiations  he  had  with 
these  four  gentlemen ;  but  there  is  as  great  a  dif- 
ference between  the  tiro  as  between  light  and 
darkness,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  Premier 
was  entering  into  negotiations  with  the  distinct 
object  of  getting  certain  members  to  vote  with 
him,  while  the  conversation  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  was  held  with  a  roan 
who  was  already  in  unison  with  his  party. 

Mr.  HALL. — There  was  no  such  conversation 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  refers  to  between 
myself  and  the  four  members  alluded  to. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— I  can  assure  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  I  exactly  understand  the  position 
with  regard  to  the  negotiations,  and  I  am  in  a 
position  to  say  that  there  is  a  vast  difference 
between  the  two  things.  Then,  again,  the  Pre- 
mier tells  us  that  there  is  no  correspondence  to 
produce,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  hims^ 
voted  tlint  it  should  be  produced.  He  did  that 
for  either  of  two  purposes,  or  perhaps  for  both. 
He  perhaps  voted  for  it  in  order  to  avoid  the 
defeat  of  the  6K)vemment,  and  he  perhaps  voted 
for  it  because  he  believed  that  no  such  correspond- 
ence could  be  produced.  He  therefore  placed 
himself  and  us  in  the  absurd  position  of  voting  for 
a  correspondence  which  he  says  does  not  exist.  But 
I  say  there  does  exist  a  document  in  connection 
with  the  matter — a  document  which  has  met  with 
the  approval  of  Ministers  j  and  if  they  have  not  got 
a  copy  they  can  get  it.  Perhaps  it  is  wrong  to 
call  it  a  correspondence,  because  there  may  be  a 
letter  from  one  side  only  ;  but  I  believe  it  is  cor- 
rect to  say  that  there  is  a  memorandum  in  exist- 
ence, and,  if  the  Government  have  not  a  copy  of 
it,  they  will  perhaps  find  that  the  original  will 
turn  up  before  very  long.  Now,  I  have  a  distinct 
and  clear  respect  for  ttie  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata.  His  abilities  are  such  that  they 
have  become  colonial  property.  Those  of  us  who 
are  young  men  have  read  of  his  actions  in  the 
past  with  the  greatest  interest,  and  we  have 
learned  much  of  the  history  of  the  country  in 
connection  with  his  name.  Still,  it  is  a  matter  of 
extreme  regret  that,  whilst  he  considered  it  neces- 
sary in  the  interests  of  the  colony  to  change  hit 
side  of  the  House— a  thing  he  had  a  perfect  right 
to  do — he  should  say  we  had  not  entered  into  • 
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compact  sach  as  I  have  described.  I  give  a  most 
distinct  denial  to  his  statement  of  the  position. 
I  belieyed  from  the  honorable  gentleman's  ante- 
cedents that  vre  might  safely  trust  to  his  guidance 
in  all  times  of  difficulty  and  trial.  I  could  not 
believe  that  he  would  depart  from  an  engagement 
honorably  entered  into  with  those  who  trusted  him 
as  a  leader  amongst  themselves ;  but  to-day  we 
have  had  sad  proof  of  his  insincerity.  If  there 
is  a  man  in  this  House  whom  I  respect  above  all 
others  it  is  the  honorable  member  for  Newton. 
He  is,  in  a  sense,  my  political  godfather,  and  I  say 
he  has  not  treated  me  justly.  If  he  considered 
it  his  duty  to  be  on  that  Government  bench,  it 
ought  also  to  be  my  duty  to  be  there.  If,  in  the 
interests  of  the  province  we  come  from,  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  take  the  step  he  has  taken,  it  was 
his  duty  to  acquaint  those  who  think  and  wish  to 
act  with  him  of  what  he  was  going  to  do — to 
show  us  the  advantage  of  it — and  we  would  have 
gone  with  him  with  pleasure.  A  great  deal  is  said 
about  personal  following,  and  it  is  said  that  some 
men  have  two  or  three  other  members  whom  they 
can  make  vote  with  them  on  all  occasions.  Now, 
I  take  this  position  :  that,  unless  I  can  see  my  way 
clear  to  vote  in  any  particular  direction  upon  any 
public  question,  I  will  not  do  it  for  any  man  in 
this  House ;  but  I  had  laid  down  this  rule,  that  in 
all  matters  of  doubt,  particularly  on  local  sub- 

1'ects,  wherever  the  honorable  member  for  Newton 
ed  the  way,  I  should  be  behind  him.  But  what 
has  he  done  in  this  case  ?  He  has  put  us  in  the 
position  of  voting  in  the  opposite  lobby  against 
him.  Had  he  given  us  a  single  word,  it  is  possible 
that  we  should  all  have  been  with  him ;  but  we 
have  not  been  treated  with  even  that  courtesy. 
With  regard  to  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  this  is  the  position  of  affairs:  We 
agreed  to  accept  the  resignation  of  the  then  legi- 
timate leader  of  the  Liberal  party,  the  man  who 
under  all  circumstances  should  have  retained  that 
lead;  but,  seeing  that  he  voluntarily  proposed 
that  he  should  stand  on  one  side,  and  said  he  did 
not  intend  to  take  office  agp^n,  and  seeing  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata  proposed  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  should 
be  leader  of  the  party,  I  say  that,  looking  at  all 
these  things,  no  roan  with  the  slightest  preten- 
sions to  honor  could  recede  from  the  position  of 
voting  for  the  want-of-confidence  motion.  These 
are  the  feelings  of  us  young  men ;  and  I  hope  that 
as  we  grow  older  the  same  feelings  of  common 
honor  will  not  be  struck  out  of  our  hearts  by  the 
contaminating  influence  of  political  apostacy.  I 
do  not  find  fault  with  what  the  honorable  gentle- 
men did,  but  I  find  fault  with  them  for  not 
giving  us  notice.  A  few  days  ago  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  spoke  against  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply ;  and  yet  to-night  he  tells 
us  that  that  is  one  of  the  things  he  objected 
to.  It  may  be  that  he  objected  then,  but  he 
took  a  strange  way  of  showing  it,  by  speaking 
in  favour  of  that  very  course.  The  honorable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  has  expressed  to  the 
full  my  own  feelings  in  this  matter.  I  like  the 
ring  of  honesty  to  run  through  a  man's  deal- 
ioffs,  and,  however  it  may  suit  persons  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  to  trim  and  cut  about  on  cer- 


tain occasions,  I  hope  we  shall  find  something 
like  honesty  in  the  new  men.  But,  with  regard 
to  this  bargain  that  has  been  made  on  behalf  of 
Auckland,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  object  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata  has  not  been 
gained.  It  has  only  complicated  matters  still 
further.  Instead  of  a  pronounced  majority  going 
against  the  Qovernraent,  they  will  have  a  ma- 
jority of  two;  and  if  any  man  strays  away 
from  their  side,  there  will  be  another  deadlock. 
Then  we  shall  have  the  proceedings  of  the  past 
fortnight  over  again.  As  to  the  terms  offered,  I 
presume  the  honorable  member  for  Newton  in- 
sisted on  making  terms  in  regard  to  the  educa- 
tion question  because  he  distrusted  the  Ministry. 
He  was  right  in  distrusting  them;  but  it  cer- 
tainly seems  an  extraordinary  way  to  secure  the 
permanence  of  the  present  system,  to  extract  a 
pledge  from  them  that  they  would  let  it  alone. 
Would  it  not  hare  been  better  to  trust  to  the 
natural  protectors  of  the  system  on  all  sides  of 
the  House  than  to  make  a  bargain  behind  the 
scenes  unknown  to  the  people  with  whom  he 
was  accustomed  to  act?  Then,  there  is  another 
peculiar  feature  in  the  whole  matter.  If  the 
proposal  made  by  those  gentlemen  to  the  Go- 
vernment means  anything,  it  means  this :  Either 
there  has  been  a  great  wrong  done  to  the  Pro- 
vincial District  of  Auckland,  and  they  are  going 
to  rectify  it,  or  the  Government  mean  that  an 
inquiry  will  show  that  there  is  no  more  money  to 
be  spent  there  in  the  rectification  of  that  wrong. 
What,  then,  has  Auckland  gained  by  the  division 
of  our  votes  in  this  matter?  Furthermore,  I 
ask,  who  has  proved  that  Auckland  was  in  such 
danger  of  justice  not  being  done  to  her  that  these 
gentlemen  should  have  made  a  compact  with  the 
Government  ?  Is  it  not  admitted  that  all  sides 
agree  and  insist  that  so  long  as  fair  and  honor- 
able dealings  are  carried  on  in  this  House  each 
portion  of  the  colony  shall  have  its  share  of 
justice  done  to  it  ?  What  cry  has  run^  more  in 
our  ears  during  the  last  few  weeks  than  that 
there  shall  be  no  more  of  these  demands  and 
compacts  for  making  roads  and  bridges  ?  Both 
Ministries,  that  which  now  sits  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches  and  that  which  has  lately  left 
them,  have  stated  most  distinctly  that  they  will 
no  longer  submit  to  pressure  of  that  kind ;  and 
yet  this  is  the  compact  that  is  now  made.  I  hope 
honorable  gentlemen  will  not  be  led  astray  by 
such  delusive  oflers — for  delusive  they  are,  and 
nothing  else.  If  anything  is  to  be  obtained  for 
any  particular  district  of  the  colony — for  Otago, 
for  Auckland,  for  Nelson,  for  any  district — it  is 
the  intrinsic  justice  of  the  claim  that  this  House 
will  consider ;  and  if  that  claim  is  not  a  just  one 
this  House  will  refuse  it  positively.  The  surest 
way  to  bring  danger  to  a  district  is  to  divide 
its  members  in  this  way,  and  bring  dovra  opposi- 
tion from  other  places — an  opposition  which  I 
trust  they  will  not  show  on  this  occasion  if  this 
claim  is  just,  but  which  I  say  if  it  is  unjust  they 
would  be  perfectly  justified  in  showing.  The 
honorable  member  for  Geraldine  made  one  of 
his  characteristic  speeches  —  a  speech  evidently 
prepared  for  the  no-confidence  motion,  and  not 
for  this  debate.    I  compare  that  speech  with  the 
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speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  followed ; 
and  I  say,  when  men  want  conyiction,  when  they 
want  an  honest  and  careful  examination  of  a 
subject,  commend  me  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Mount  Ida,  who  speaks  from  his  heart  the 
feelings  that  are  burning  in  him,  and  which  he 
thinks  must  have  utterance,  and  not  to  the  man 
whose  sentiments  are  cleverly  put  together,  and 
clothed  in  beautiful  words,  but  contain  no  particle 
of  the  public  spirit  which  should  actuate  all 
members  of  this  House.  I  hare  only  to  say, 
before  sitting  down,  that  I  have  no  objection  to 
honorable  gentlemen  changing  their  party,  but 
I  do  object  to  their  placing  themselves  in  such  a 
position  as  that  into  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata  has  got.  He  gave  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Ghumers,  and  promised  to  support  him,  and 
then,  without  any  notice  of  what  he  is  about  to 
do,  he  goes  over  to  the  other  side,  leaving  us 
behind  to  bear  the  brunt.  I  do  not  think  the 
position  is  creditable  to  him.  I  do  not  mind  the 
change,  but  the  way  in  which  it  was  done — there 
is  where  the  sore  lies.  K  it  was  right  for  those 
honorable  members  to  go  over,  it  was  right  for  us 
also  ;  but  the  right  has  not  been  shown,  and  for 
myself  I  say  I  shall  stick  to  the  last  to  the  a^ee- 
ment  made  with  the  honorable  member  for  Fort 
Chalmers,  whether  he  be  successful  or  unsuc- 
cessful. 

Mr.  TAWHAI.—Sir,  I  feel  very  grieved  now 
that  I  stand  up  to  speak,  and  why  I  am  so  sorrow- 
ful is  that  some  of  the  Auckland  members  have 
behaved  like  rats.  I  thought  it  was  for  me,  the 
Maori,  to  behave  like  a  rat,  because  the  food  of  my 
ancestors  was  rats.  It  also  grieves  me  to  see  the 
European  people — the  people  I  ought  to  look  up 
to — behaving  so  badly.  It  is  not  a  good  thing  to 
be  said  that  these  members  have  gone  over  be- 
cause their  votes  have  been  bought.  I  am  a  Maori, 
and  my  vote  will  never  be  bought.  We,  the 
members  for  Auckland,  came  here  to  support  Sir 
0eorge  Grey.  I  have  also  heard  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  say  he  has  great  respect 
for  Sir  Q-eorge  Grey  personally ;  but  I  do  not 
think  he  could  have  had  much  respect  for  him, 
because  ho  now  turns  round  and  opposes  him, 
because  Sir  George  Grey  had  already  resigned, 
and  said  he  wished  Mr.  Macandrew  to  take 
his  place.  When  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  spoke,  he  then  opposed  Sir  George 
Grey,  because  he  had  given  his  vote  to  the  side 
which  was  opposed  to  Sir  George  Grey  and 
Mr.  Macandrew.  I  do  not  think  it  was  a  right 
thing  for  those  members  from  Auckland  to  do, 
to  go  to  the  other  side  and  oppose  their  fellow- 
representalives.  I  have  more  reason  than  they 
have  for  doing  so,  because  when  the  present 
Gt)vemment  were  in  opposition  they  said  that 
if  I  would  give  my  vote  to  their  side  they 
would  stop  the  petition  of  Sydney  Taiwhanga. 
But  I  was  not  afraid,  and  I  said  I  would  not 
allow  that  to  turn  my  vote  away  from  my 
friend  Sir  George  Grey.  I  am  now  still  pur- 
sued, and  I  have  had  a  writ  issued  upon 
me  from  the  Supreme  Court  j  but  I  will  never 
change  until  the  day  of  my  death.  I  think  it 
is  a  very  great  honor  that  I  should  be  put  in 
Mr,  Speight 


gaol  for  standing  up  for  what  I  believe  to  be 
right.  I  should  be  much  more  afraid  of  doing 
wrong  and  deviating  from  the  path  that  I  think 
right  than  I  should  be  of  being  sent  to  gaol. 
Although  a  drawn  sword  should  be  presented  to 
kill  me,  or  make  me  do  that  which  wa«  wrong,  I 
should  not  do  it,  but  do  what  I  think  right,  and 
stand  by  Sir  George  Grey.  I  would  not  do  u 
those  four  members  have  already  done.  The  rea- 
son why  I  have  faith  in  Sir  George  Ghrey  is,  that 
I  hare  watched  him  for  many  years  while  he  was 
Gt)vemor,  and  up  to  the  present  time.  I  have 
listened  to  the  hard  things  that  have  been  said 
about  Sir  George  Grey.  This  Government  abused 
Sir  George  Grey  personally,  but  they  hare  taken 
all  his  ideas  and  the  things  that  he  baa  prepared 
These  Auckland  members  believe  in  Sir  George 
Grey  personally,  but  what  they  dislike  is  that  be 
has  handed  over  the  Opposition  to  Mr.  Macan- 
drew. I  do  not  know  why  Sir  George  Grey  baa 
been  so  much  abused.  All  the  troubles  that  hffve 
come  upon  this  IsUnd  hare  not  come  through 
Sir  George  Grey ;  but  the  reason  he  has  been 
so  abused  is  that  he  has  been  so  attentive  and 
careful  to  the  Natives.  The  great  fault  we 
have  to  find  with  the  present  Gt)vemment  is 
with  regard  to  the  Natives,  I  do  not  like  what 
has  been  said  about  abolishing  the  Native  Office, 
and  with  regard  to  the  votes — that  Natives  should 
not  have  any  votes  in  the  European  elections.  Sir 
George  Grey  has  striven  to  bring  the  two  races 
together,  and  I  am  pleased  with  this  idea.  I  have 
never  seen  Sir  George  Grey  deviate  to  one  side  or 
the  other:  he  has  always  gone  on  the  prindj^ 
of  dealing  fairly  with  both  races.  The  Auckland 
members  have  gone  from  us  without  telling  us,  so 
that  we  did  not  know  till  to-night  that  they  were 
going  from  us.  Now  the  Auckland  vote  has  been 
split,  some  for  one  side  and  some  for  the  other, 
I  shall  feel  inclined,  when  Auckland  things  are 
brought  forward,  to  go  right  away  and  vote  far 
things  for  Otago.  I  can  see  no  good  to  come  from 
this  division  of  their  vote.  They  have  gone  from 
us  without  saying  they  were  going,  and  I  sliall 
feel  inclined  to  go  my  own  way  without  sajii^ 
anything  about  it.  I  shall  never  go  from  what  1 
think  is  right,  although  I  may  be  killed,  or  sum- 
moned, or  buried,  and  I  shall  vote  for  Sir  Qttorp 
Grey. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— Sir,  there  is  a  phase  of  the 
matter  under  consideration  which  has  not  been 
sufficiently  dwelt  upon,  and  which  I  would  like 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  House.  I  do 
not  intend  to  give  that  notice  to  the  honoraUe 
member  for  WaitematA  which  he  has  received  at 
the  handfl  of  other  honorable  members,  because  I 
believe  that  the  proclamation  of  his  perfidy  to- 
day debars  him  almost  from  receiving  notice  at 
the  hands  of  any  peraon  who  at  all  regards  per- 
sonal or  political  honor.  I  only  rise  at  the  pre- 
sent time  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out  thai 
which  I  regret  to  see  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  If  there  is  one  thing  which  we  as  politi- 
cians ought  to  desire,  it  is  that  we  should  have, 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  persons  for  whom 
we  have  some  regard,  and  in  whom  we  hare  some 
pride.  If  there  was  one  thing  which  drew  ms 
towards  the  present  Ministry,  it  vras  the  bti 
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tliat,  with  Terj  few  exceptions,  it  was  composed 
of  gentlemen  for  whom  personally  I  had  the 
highest  respect,  and  that  they  formed  as  good  a 
€K>vemment  as  could  be  chosen  from  those  who 
think  as  they  do  in  this  country.  But  I  regp^tted 
to  see  this  afternoon,  when  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata  was  publishing  to  the  world  his 
unfaithfulness,  his  disregai'd  for  all  principles 
which  ought  to  actuate  gentlemen,  that  honor- 
able members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
applauded  his  conduct.  It  does  not  matter  to  me 
which  side  of  the  House  I  may  be  on,  it  is  nerer 
a  source  of  gratification  to  me,  eren  when  it  gives 
my  side  a  Tote,  to  see  any  person  walk  from  one 
side  to  the  other  when  his  motives  can  be  called 
in  question.  If  we  wish  to  establish  in  this 
House  a  reputation  for  justice,  a  reputation  which 
we  should  be  proud  to  think  belonged  to  such  an 
Assembly  as  this,  we  should  place  our  motiyes  as 
far  as  possible  above  question.  Can  it  be  said  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  that  he 
has  been  actuated  by  a  sentiment  of  good  faith 
towards  those  with  whom  he  has  been  acting,  or 
that  he  has  gone  over  to  the  other  side  with  mo- 
tives which  can  be  regarded  as  at  all  fair  and  pro- 
per ?  There  are  many  principles  which  have  been 
traversed  by  the  action  of  the  honorable  member. 
The  first  principle  is  one  which  ought  to  guide 
eyery  person— namely,  that,  with  regud  to  those 
persons  with  whom  one  is  acting,  the  greatest 
scrupulosity  ought  to  be  shown  in  adhering  to 
promises  either  implied  or  expressed.  Now,  what 
does  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  state  ? 
That  shortly  after  the  division  took  place  which 
ousted  the  late  Government  a  caucus  was  held  at 
which  he  attended.  At  that  caucus  he,  along 
with  other  honorable  members,  agreed  upon  a 
certain  course  to  be  followed.  Not  only  did  he 
agree  to  that  course,  but  he  was  also  the  sug- 
gester  of  it.  He  states  that  shortly  after  that 
solemn  compact  was  entered  into,  owing  to  cir- 
cumstances which  have  since  arisen,  his  promises 
were  dissolved.  If  that  is  the  principle  which  is 
to  be  acted  upon,  what  security  has  any  person 
that  any  promise,  however  faithniUy  entered  into, 
will  be  carried  out  P  What  security  have  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  haye  sold  their  politi- 
cal an^  personal  reputation  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  something  from  honorable  gentlemen  on 
those  benches,  that  circumstances  will  not  arise 
by  which  every  one  of  those  promises  will  be  dis- 
solved by  the  present  GK>yemment  P  The  honor- 
able member  at  the  head  of  the  Government  stated 
that  he  desired  at  some  time  or  another  to  secure 
for  this  country  that  system  of  education  which  he 
himself  advocated.  Well,  a  circumstance  may 
arise  hereafter  which  may  dissolve  the  promise 
made  on  this  snbiect,  and  that  circumstance  will 
simply  be  the  ability  to  carry  those  views  in  the 
House.  What  security  has  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton— I  only  mention  the  honorable  mem- 
berU  name  because  I  have  heard  it  mentioned  in 
this  House,  and  I  have  not  yet  received  any  direct 
statement  from  him  as  to  whether  he  has  acted 
in  the  way  suggested — that  the  honorable  mem- 
bers on  those  benches,  who  can  so  disregard  all 
the  proper  principles  of  constitutional  govern- 
ment, wno  can  applaud  a  person  in  this  House 
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who  says  circumstances  dissolye  promises,  will 
not  repudiate  their  own  promises  on  account 
of  circumstances  which  may  arise  hereafter  P 
The  honorable  member  for  Geraldine,  in  one  of 
those  speeches  characteristic  of  himself,  tried  to 
throw  ridicule  on  this  side  of  the  House  by  show- 
ing how  many  members  might  possibly  expect 
office.  I  can  tell  that  honorable  gentleman  and 
those  on  his  side  that,  now  we  have  got  quit  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West,  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  one  honorable  member  on  this 
side  who  regards  the  attainment  of  office  as  any 
consideration  at  all  in  his  political  actions.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  every  person  who  considers  he 
has  the  ability  has  a  right — and  it  is  not  only  a 
right,  but  a  duty  to  himself  and  to  the  countnr — 
to  endeavour  at  some  time  to  occupy  those  benches. 
But  if  he  occupies  them  at  the  expense  of  his 
own  personal  honor  he  does  ereater  harm  than 
any  legislation  could  possibly  do  to  this  country. 
Any  person  who  can  sacrifice  personal  honor  for 
such  an  object  shows  such  an  example  to  all 
times  that  we  can  have  no  security  for  promises 
between  men,  and  no  security  that  that  which  is 
our  only  safeguard  will  be  attended  to— namely, 
constitutional  and  personal  morality.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Greraldine  stated  that  in  1872  a 
parallel  case  occurred  in  this  House.  I  say  it  is 
a  slander  on  Mr.  Parker  and  others  to  state  that 
what  has  now  taken  place  is  a  parallel  case  with 
what  took  place  then.  The  gentlemen  who  then 
left  the  Yogel  party  did  so  after  due  notice  given 
to  that  side,  and  for  reasons  which  they  explained. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  and  other 
honorable  members  who  may  be  acting  with  him, 
have  taken  their  present  action  without  any  notice 
to  the  side  they  were  acting  with.  Not  only 
so,  but  they  were  aotuallf  negotiating  with  the 
present  Government  when  they  pretended  to  be 
supporters  and  guides  of  our  side.  What  are  the 
facts  P  I  understand  from  what  has  now  taken 
place  that  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata 
so  long  ago  as  a  fortnight  was  laying  the  scheme 
which  has  now  ripened.  Circumstances  which  I 
am  not  about  to  mention,  because  I  have  a  regard 
for  private  conversations,  have  happened^  show- 
ing clearly  that  that  honorable  gentleman,  while 
pretending  to  be  a  supporter  of  the  Opposition 
party,  whDe  pretending  to  la^  schemes  by  which 
nonorable  members  on  the  Government  benches 
could  be  ousted,  was  actually  negotiating  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  that  which  is  expected  to 
be  carried  out,  but  which,  I  believe,  never  will 
be.  What  is  the  difference  between  what  took 
place  in  1872  and  what  has  ti^en  place  to-day  P 
None  of  the  principles  traversed  by  honorable 
members  on  this  occasion  were  traversed  at  that 
time  by  the  honorable  members  who  have  been 
mentioned,  and  who  then  acted  aa  honorable 
gentlemen  would.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a 
member  in  this  House  who,  after  taking  into  con- 
sideration what  was  stated  to-day  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata,  and  knowing  what 
was  done  during  the  last  fortnight,  can  approve 
of  his  action.  The  honorable  member  stated  he 
would  be  execrated  by  one  side  and  cidled  a 
patriot  by  the  other.    I  do  not  belitye  it    H« 
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may  be  called  a  patriot  bj  the  other  side,  but 
beneath  the  expression  there  will  be  a  smile  of 
derision  and  a  feeling;  of  contempt.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  single  honorable  member  in 
this  House,  who  has  any  regard  for  personal 
honesty,  any  regard  for  the  faith  which  should 
exist  between  persons  acting  together  in  one 
cause,  who  will  not  entertain  the  same  opinion  as 
that  which  has  been  expressed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Mount  Ida,  and  which  will  lead  up 
to  the  action  he  has  stated.  Sir,  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  stated  —  and  I  took  the 
opportunity  of  contradicting  him  when  he  stated 
it  —  that  in  a  particular  caucus  he  urged  upon 
the  Opposition  that  they  should  attempt  to  force 
back  Sir  George  0rey  into  the  Cbvemment.  I 
have  no  recollection  of  any  such  statement. 
What  I  do  recollect  is  this :  that  the  honor- 
able member  adyocated  that  the  then  Ministry 
should  send  in  their  resignation,  and  said  he  felt 
sure  that  before  long  the  then  Opposition  would 
fall  to  pieces,  and  then  he  would  force  back  his 
own  party  to  power;  but  no  particular  men- 
tion was  made  of  any  name.  I  believe  I  shall 
be  borne  out  in  that  by  almost  every  honor- 
able member  who  was  present.  I  do  not  know 
what  was  going  on  between  the  honorable  gentle- 
man and  any  other  person  at  that  time  ;  but  I  can 
quite  understand  that  the  honorable  gentleman, 
whilst  pretending — as  he  did  to  many  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House — that  he  was  anxious 
to  get  quit  of  Sir  George  Grey,  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  as  leader — while  pre- 
tending that  to  us,  may  have  been  flattering 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  all  the 
time.  That  is  quite  in  accord  with  the  action  he 
has  taken  since,  and  I  should  not  be  astonished  to 
hear  that  it  was  true  ;  but  that  he  came  forward 
and  advocated  in  thaii  cau^^^B  what  he  states,  is 
quite  untrue.  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman,  in 
order  to  assert  his  right  to  be  called  a  patriot,  ha« 
come  down  and  endeavoured  to  deceive  this  House 
by  laying  claim  to  that  term ;  by  stating  that  he 
was  anxious  to  see  the  business  carried  on — that 
he  did  not  like  to  see  the  deadlock  that  had  taken 
place — that  he  feared  the  countiy  was  going  to 
ruin  while  we  were  fighting  for  office.  I  should 
like  to  know  who  was  the  chief  hand  in  making 
the  look.  Why,  it  was  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself.  It  was  the  honorable  gentleman,  as  has 
been  said  over  and  over  again,  who  proposed  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  should 
be  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  that  he 
should  be  the  leader  right  through  the  session. 
He  was  the  honorable  member  who  suggested 
and  strongly  advocated  the  stopping  of  supplies 
until  the  members  on  the  Government  benches 
should  recognize  that  constitutional  government 
should  exist  in  this  country  in  a  pure  form.  He 
was  the  honorable  gentleman  who  all  through 
was,  on  account  of  his  experience,  looked  upon 
as  the  one  who  could  guide  us,  and  to  whom 
we  could  look  for  guidance.  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  any  men  pretending  to  the  feelings  of 
gentlemen,  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  can 
applaud  conduct  such  as  that  confessed  to  us 
to-day — namely,  that,  while  advocating  all  these 
things  iu  caucuses  from  day  to  day,  while  he  was 
Mr»  Hislop 


actually  smiling  on  us  in  our  oaacuses,  he  hid 
murder  in  his  heart.  What  was  the  murder? 
It  was  not  the  murder  of  the  wretched  body ; 
it  was  the  murder  of  conscience.  It  was  the 
murder  of  anything  like  confidence  in  one  an- 
other that  any  conversation  entered  into  pri- 
vately would  not  be  for  party  purposes  divulged 
in  the  House.  It  was  the  murder  of  any- 
thing like  faithfulness  between  various  memben 
of  a  party  working  for  a  particular  object ;  and 
I  say  it  was  the  murder  of  anything  like  party 
or  constitutional  government  in  this  House. 
Well,  the  honorable  member  met  us  there,  and 
did  what  I  have  stated.  Now  he  pretends  to 
have  found  out  to-day  —  or  yesterday  at  the 
earliest  —  that  all  these  great  difficulties  were 
arising  in  the  country,  and  that  they  required  to 
be  remedied.  I  should  say  that  any  person  who 
had  the  slightest  regard  for  good  faith  would 
have  stated  to  those  with  whom  he  was  acting 
the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  and  the  remedies 
which  he  intended  to  suggest.  It  would  have 
been  a  perfectly  easy  thing  for  him  to  have  said 
in  the  caucuses,  "Now,  I  think  the  finandsl 
difficulties  of  the  country  are  paramount  to  eveiy- 
thing  else.  It  is  necessary  that  party  warfim 
should  cease ;  and  the  only  way  it  can  cease  is  by 
our  allowing  the  Government  to  go  on  with  the 
business."  But  he  does  not  do  that.  He  goes  first 
of  all  and  makes  terms  for  his  province,  and 
then  he  makes  terms  for  one  of  his  colleagues. 
I  should  say  that  when  an  honorable  member 
thought  it  was  necessary  to  go — for  party  pur- 
poses or  for  the  good  of  the  country — ^f rom  one 
side  of  the  House  to  the  other,  he  would  see  that 
that  which  ought  to  be  dearest  to  a  politician,  his 
personal  honor,  should  be  preserved  while  he  was 
doing  it ;  and,  having  regard  to  that,  he  should 
not  ^y  a  trap  for  another  honorable  member  who 
may  be  weaker  than  himself,  and  who  may  be 
more  liable  to  be  influenced  to  go  over  from  tiie 
party  with  which  he  had  been  acting.  There  is 
another  thing  I  should  like  to  mention,  and  it  is 
this :  The  honorable  member  has  thought  that  he 
was  justified,  because  he  changed  his  party,  in 
divulging  private  conversations  which  have  taken 
place.  He  is  welcome  to  the  other  side  if  that  is 
his  principle.  I  congratulate  the  other  side  i^ 
in  pursuance  of  the  understanding  come  to,  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  afterwards  be  rrie^ 
gated  to  another  Chamber  to  represent  the  Govern- 
ment there  ;  or  if  he  should,  after  a  while,  take  the 
position  of  Colonial  Treasurer  or  even  Premier, 
and  if  there  should  afterwards  be  any  disagree- 
ment in  Cabinet,  I  congratulate  his  colleagues 
upon  what  will  befall  them  thereafter.  If  he 
has  been  so  untrue,  so  unfaithful,  so  forgetful  of 
all  the  principles  that  should  actuate  honorable 
gentlemen  on  either  side  of  the  House,  I  con- 
gratulate this  side  of  the  House  that  we  are  quit 
of  him.  I  am  only  astonished  that,  knowing  his 
reputation,  knowing  his  action  in  former  times— 
I  am  only  sorry  that  he  should  have  been  so  &r 
trusted  by  the  leaders  on  this  side  of  the  House 
as  to  be  put  in  any  responsible  position,  because 
the  perfidy  he  has  shown  is  not  that  of  an  ordi- 
nary member  on  this  side  of  the  House,  it  Ib  thMi 
of  a  member  who  has  been  actually  trusted  by 
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ten  or  twelye  of  his  own  colleagues  to  carry  out, 
from  the  view  of  this  side  of  the  House,  those 

grindples  which  thej  wished  advocated.  What 
as  be  done  to  those  honorable  members  who  put 
their  trust  in  him  ?  He  has  been  unfaithful  to 
the  trust  reposed  in  him  hy  those  members.  He 
has  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  sell  his  support 
to  that  side  of  the  House,  forgetful  altogether  of 
what  might  be  desired  by  the  other  persons  who 
reposed  such  trust  in  him.  Well,  Sir,  for  this 
conduct  he  has  been  applauded  by  honorable 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I  say 
that  I  feel  thankful  that  I  am  not  a  member  of 
that  side  of  the  House.  If  there  is  anything 
which  is  likely  to  disturb  the  feeling  that  should 
exist  on  either  side  of  the  House,  it  is  the  action 
of  those  honorable  members  to  whom  I  am  now 
referring.  Honorable  members  opposite  surely 
do  not  suppose  that  feelings  will  not  be  dis- 
turbed by  such  action.  The  GK)Ternment  cannot 
suppose  that,  honorable  members  having  acted  as 
these  honorable  gentlemen  have  done,  they  are 
not  participators  in  the  shame  which  has  fallen 
on  that  side  of  the  House.  They  cannot  suppose 
that,  even  as  opponents,  this  side  of  the  House 
can  have  that  confidence  which  they  would  have 
in  honorable  opponents  who  would  not  stoop  to 
such  acts  as  they  have  st-ooped  to.  Sir,  I  feel 
that  I  am  speaking  very  strongly  on  this  subject, 
but  I  cannot  help  it.  I  believe  the  struggle  en- 
gaged in  by  this  side  of  the  House  has  been  for 
a  number  of  years  to  purify  the  atmosphere  of 
this  House,  and  to  elevate  its  tone.  It  has  been 
degraded  by  the  system  initiated  in  1870.  That 
system  had  been  going  on,  and  the  tone  of  the 
House  was,  until  three  years  ago,  becoming  more 
degraded  every  year.  One  of  the  strong  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  provinces, 
as  was  frequently  stated  in  this  House,  was  that 
after  that  took  place  there  would  be  no  men- 
tion at  all  of  the  distribution  of  money  through- 
out the  country  —  that  there  would  be  some 
settled  principle  upon  which  that  could  be  done, 
and  that  roads  and  bridges  would  only  be  men- 
tioned here  by  way  of  congratulation.  For  the 
last  two  years  I  believe  a  good  deal  has  been 
done  to  elevate  the  tone  of  the  House,  and  I 
am  sorry  that  upon  this  side  of  the  House  there 
should  arise  a  conviction  that  hereafter  this  tone, 
instead  of  being  elevated,  will  be  degraded.  I 
do  not  regard  this  actiou  from  a  political  stand- 
point. I  can  respect  honorable  members  who  go 
from  one  side  of  the  House  to  the  other  when 
they  think  that  by  so  doing  they  are  really  for- 
warding the  interests  of  the  whole  colony  ;  but  I 
cannot  respect  honorable  gentlemen  who  go  from 
one  side  of  the  House  to  the  other  from  purely 
local  influence.  It  is  introducing  a  system  which 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged,  and  which  ought  to 
be  stamped  out.  I  cannot  understand  honorable 
members  like  the  honorable  member  for  Avon, 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  or  the  honor- 
able member  for  Eaiapoi,  who  pretend  to  have 
such  a  regard  for  the  tone  of  this  House — I  can- 
not understand  how  they,  having  a  regard  for 
the  personal  honor  of  members,  can  applaud  the 
action  that  was  divulged  to  us  to-day.  I  have 
referred  to  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata 


more  particularly.  It  has  been  stated  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton  intends  to  leave 
this  side  of  the  House  and  go  to  the  other  side. 
I  refuse  to  believe  it  until  I  actually  see  it.  The 
honorable  gentleman,  as  has  been  stated  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida,  has  been  to  me 
a  model  by  which  I  should  attempt  to  mould  my 
own  action.  I  looked  upon  him  as  one  who  has 
first  of  all  the  interests  of  the  whole  colony  at 
heart,  and  one  who  re^rded  faithfulness  to  those 
with  whom  he  was  actmg  as  the  moving  principle 
of  his  political  existence.  I  refuse  to  believe,  until 
I  actually  see  it,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
going  to  give  up  the  reputation  which  he  has 
acquired  for  honesty  and  faithfulness — that  he  is 
going  to  give  up  that  reputation  for  the  sake  of 
the  small,  paltry,  and  base  bribe  that  has  been 
off*ered  to  him.  There  is  one  other  matter  I 
should  like  to  refer  to.  A  motion  was  made  and 
carried  for  the  production  of  any  correspondence 
that  has  taken  place  between  the  honorable 
gentlemen  alluded  to  and  the  Government.  First 
of  all  the  honorable  member  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  tried  to  evade  giving  up  that  cor- 
respondence on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  private 
correspondence.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
right  any  honorable  members  on  those  benches 
have  to  carry  on  a  private  correspondence  with 
members  of  this  House  with  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  money  belonging  to  the  public. 
Surely  public  funds  are  not  to  be  distributed  by 
means  of  private  and  confidential  communica- 
tions passing  between  the  Gt>vemraent  and  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  I  have  always  understood 
that  correspondence  which  affected  dealings  with 
public  moneys  and  the  execution  of  public  works 
was  public  correspondence,  which  this  House  was 
entitled  to  call  for.  Yet  now  we  are  told  that, 
notwithstanding  the  urgency  with  which  they 
endeavoured  at  first  to  get  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton  to  vote  against  the  production  of  the 
correspondence — ^notwithstanding  their  eager  de- 
sire to  thwart  us  in  an  attempt  to  get  at  it— we 
are  now  told  that  there  is  none  at  all.  I  have 
only  to  state,  with  regard  to  that,  that  I  was  told 
by  a  leading  member  on  that  side  of  the  House 
that  a  dociun^nt  had  actually  been  written,  and 
I  defy  honorable  members  on  the  Government 
benches  to  deny  that  such  a  document  has  been 
signed.  If  they  do  deny  it,  then  I  will  ask  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton  whether  it  is  not 
a  fact  that  a  document  containing  certain  terms 
was  sent  to  the  Government  and  approved  by 
them.  It  is  a  mere  evasion  to  say  there  was  no 
correspondence,  and  it  is  not  setting  up  that  high 
standard  which  we  were  led  to  expect  from  this 
moral  Government — a  Government  which  would 
even  satisfy  the  fastidiousness  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot.  Now  that  I  have  mentioned 
the  name  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot,  I 
may  say  I  think  we  on  this  side  are  entitled  to 
claim  his  vote.  He  said  a  few  days  ago,  with  re- 
gard to  the  statement  from  those  benches  that 
certain  scandals  should  be  cleared  up,  that  unless 
it  was  proved  there  were  scandals,  and  such  scan- 
dals were  exposed,  be  would  in  future  vote  on  this 
side  of  the  House.    Where  ai*e  the  scandals  now  ? 
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Mr.  SAUNDEBS.— Joshua  Joneses. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  sbould  like  the  honorable 
member  to  mention  another. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— There  are  a  good  manj  of 
them  in  the  country. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — As  to  Joshua  Jones,  we  hare 
been  fuUj  informed  about  that  by  the  late  Go- 
Temment.  This  GoTemment  was  placed  upon 
those  benches  to  giye  us  pure  administration — for 
the  purpose  of  stopping  bribes,  for  the  purpose 
of  defeating  the  system  of  a  block  vote  from  one 
particular  part  of  the  colony:  yet  what  is  the 
first  political  act  they  hare  done  ?  It  is  to  belie 
all  their  professions  and  expressed  desires,  and 
to  go  back  to  the  system  which  obtained  from 
1870  to  1877 — to  subordinate  political  action  and 
political  propriety  to  the  carrying-out  of  public 
works.  The  honorable  member  for  Waitemata 
has  made  a  most  Jesuitical  attempt  to  show  that 
he  has  done  nothing  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  done  with  regard  to  Uiose  works.  What  is 
all  this  cry  from  Auckland  about  the  colony 
giring  Auckland  justice?  Have  not  these  per- 
sons who  cry  for  justice  gone  into  the  question, 
and  arriyed  at  an  estimate  as  to  what  Auckland 
is  entitled  to  ?  Does  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  wish  the  House  t>o  beliere  that  he  has 
not  gone  into  the  question,  and  not  arrived  at  a 
definite  conclusion  as  to  what  be  want9  for  Auck- 
land P  I  cannot  believe  that  there  was  no  oom- 
mnnication  between  him  and  the  members  of  the 
Government  as  to  what  he  really  expected  to  get 
at  their  hands.  I  have  to  apologize  to  the  House 
for  speaking  so  long ;  but  I  ooi^d  not  allow  the 
debate  to  go  without  expressing  myself  with  re- 
gard to  what  has  taken  place.  I  do  not  think 
that  any  language  which  has  been  used  on  this 
side  of  the  House  to-night  with  reference  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  been  strous  enough 
to  characterize  his  conduct,  nor  do  I  think  that 
anything  which  has  been  said  has  indicated  suf- 
ficiently the  baneful  effect  such  conduct  is  likely 
to  have  upon  the  political  history  of  the  colony, 
and  also  upon  our  social  history,  because,  to  a 
great  extent,  our  social  morality  depends  upon 
Uie  morality  of  this  House— of  the  representatives 
of  the  people.  I  do  not  sympathize  with  those 
who  say  they  still  have  some  of  the  respect  for 
him  which  they  formerly  had.  Any  respect  I 
have  had  for  that  honorable  gentleman  is  gone, 
and  I  do  not  think  any  action  which  he  may  ever 
take  hereafter  can  in  any  degree  restore  him  to 
that  position  in  my  respect  which  he  once  ooeu- 
pied.  I  oan  still  quite  admire  his  power  of 
oratory,  bis  logical  mind,  and  his  keenness  in 
argument;  but  I  grieve  that  those  gifts  should 
have  been  turned  to  such  a  purpose  as  they  have 
been  turned  to  to-day.  We  were  told  by  the 
honorable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  an  excess  of  virtue  was  vice.  Well, 
great  ability,  when  coupled  with  unfaithfulness, 
renders  such  unfaithfulness  the  more  harmful ; 
and  any  admiration  which  I  formerly  had  for 
the  honorable  gentleman  must  now  sink  into 
another  feeling  altogether.  I  need  not  refer  to 
the  honorable  members  for  Marsden  and  Auck- 
land City  West,  except  to  say  that  there  are  cir- 
cumstanoet  known  to  the  honorable  member 
Mr.  HiaJop 


for  Marsden  and  myself  which,  if  known  to  this 
House,  would  place  him  in  a  peculiar  poeitioa 
with  resard  to  this  sudden  conversion.  If  Uie 
honorable  member  for  Marsden  is  going  to  be  so 
untrue  to  himself — if  he  has  promised  his  vote  to 
that  side  of  the  House — I  can  only  say  I  consider 
the  honorable  member,  under  the  circumstanoes, 
is  possessed  of  very  little  spirit.  If  conduct  had 
been  pursued  towards  me  such  as  has  been  pur- 
sued towards  that  honorable  gentleman  by  that 
side  of  the  House,  no  inducement  whatever  would 
have  led  me  to  support  them.  I  do  not  fsel 
justified  in  referring  specifically  to  those  matters 
which  I  have  mentioned ;  but,  if  the  honoTable 
member  wishes  to  challenge  the  opinions'  I  have 
expressed,  I  will  state  what  occurred,  and  then 
the  House  can  judge  whether  I  have  exaggerated 
in  my  statement  or  not.  I  only  hopo  the  con- 
duct of  these  honorable  gentlemen  may  be  placed 
before  the  House  and  the  country  in  its  true 
light,  and  that  a  feeling  will  be  expressed  against 
the  practice  which  seems  to  be  growing  up  in  this 
House — the  fickle  changing  by  members  of  their 
opinions  and  votes.  Even  the  ranks  of  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  contain  men  who  have  shown  great  fiaoility 
in  changing  their  opinions  of  persons  and  matters. 
The  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  referred  to 
the  Minister  of  Mines  smiling  at  him  when  he 
was  characterizing  the  conduct  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata.  I  should  very  mneh 
like  to  hear  the  Minister  of  Mines  justify  himself 
to  the  House  for  his  own  conduct  when  he  changed 
from  one  side  of  the  House  to  the  other.  I 
think  it  will  be  admitted  he  took  a  great  many 
members  of  this  House  bv  surprise.  I  think,  u 
the  conduct  of  the  honorable  member  for  Waite- 
mata meets  with  the  reprobation  it  deserves,  it 
may  lead  to  the  setting-up  of  a  higher  tone  in  the 
House,  and,  in  that  light,  may  not  be  an  unmixed 
evil :  that  is  the  only  possible  redeeming  feature. 

Mr.  PYKE. — Sir,  I  rise  in  personal  explana- 
tion. In  the  course  of  a  few  remarks  I  addressed 
to  the  House  to-night  I  made  a  statement  with 
regard  to  a  telegram  forwarded  to  Auckland  on 
the  authority  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
temata. The  honorable  member  denied  having 
given  such  authority ;  but  I  have  now  put  mysdf 
in  a  position  to  confirm  the  statement  I  made.  I 
will  read  correspondence  on  the  subject.  I  asked 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  sent  the  tds- 
gram  to  state  what  occurred ;  and  he  writes, — 

''  Mb.  Pyke,— The  effect  of  the  letter  which  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Reader  Wood  yesterday,  while  the 
House  was  sitting,  was,  as  nearly  as  I  can  re- 
member, as  follows :  that  I  had  heard  a  rumour 
that  be  (Mr.  Reader  Wood),  Mr.  Hurst,  Mr. 
SwansoQ,  and  Captain  Colbeck  had  joined  the 
Government ;  and  I  desired  to  know  if  there  was 
any  truth  in  the  report,  as  I  wanted  to  telegraph 
to  Auckland  a  confirmation  or  contradiction  im- 
mediately :  and  I  added  that  I  would  wait  in  the 
Press-room  on  the  ground-fioor  for  a  reply.  Mr. 
Wood  came  out  a  few  minutes  after  the  note  was 
intrusted  to  a  messenger  for  delivery.  I  am 
absolutely  positive  that  I  mentioned  that  I 
desired  to  telegraph,  and  he  gave  me  the  in- 
formation in  consequence  of  my  note. 

''Cha8.  O.  MoiTTBoas." 
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To  that  I  replied,— 

"Friday  Eyemng,  24th  October,  1879. 

"Mb.  Montbose,  —  Will  jou  kindly  state 
whether,  in  the  course  of  your  interriew  with 
Mr.  Reader  Wood  yesterday,  he  mentioned  the 
amount  which  he  expected  would  accrue  to  Auck- 
land from  the  arrangement  he  was  making  with 
the  GK>remment  ? — ^Yours  truly, 

"ViKCBNT  Pykb." 

I  receiyed  the  following  answer : — 

"  Press-room,  24th  October,  1879. 

"Dbab  Sib, — In  reply  to  your  note  just  re- 
oeived,  I  beg  to  state  that,  as  Mr.  Reader  Wood 
made  ng  secret  of  the  couTersation  which  he  had 
with  me  in  consequence  of  my  note  to  him,  I  see 
no  reason  why  I  should  not  state  the  conyersation 
itself.  With  regard  to  the  amount  which  Mr. 
Wood  expected  would  accrue  to  Auckland,  what 
he  said  was  this :  That  Mr.  Hall  had  agreed  that 
an  examination  should  be  made  of  the  amounts 
expended  on  public  works  in  the  different  provin- 
cial  districts,  and  it  was  thought  probable  that 
the  amount  which  Auckland  would  receive  would 
be  about  half  a  million. — Yours  faithfully, 

"Chab.  O.  Montbosb." 

The  following  is  a  memorandum  by  an  inde- 
pendent witness  as  to  the  first  letter : — 

**  1  saw  Mr.  Montrose's  note  to  Mr.  Wood,  and 
saw  Mr.  Wood  come  out  and  call  Mr.  Montrose 
oat  of  the  reporters'  room.  My  recollection  of 
the  contents  of  Mr.  Montrose's  note  entirely 
confirms  Mr.  Montrose's  statement.  The  infor- 
mation was  certainly  asked  for  telegraphing. 

"E.  T.  GiLLON." 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— This  practice  of  re- 
peating oonyersations  and  recalling  conversations 
may  r^dly  mislead  the  House  very  much.  Now, 
I  stated  distinctly,  with  regard  to  the  letter  that 
Mr.  Montrose  wrote  to  me,  that  I  did  not  recol- 
lect the  words  in  that  letter ;  I  tore  it  up.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  the  words  were  not  in  it,  but  I 
do  not  recollect  them.  I  received  the  note,  read 
it  hastily,  and  at  once  went  out  to  see  Bir.  Mont- 
rose, knowing  that  he  wanted  information.  As 
the  statement  contained  in  the  letter  was  not 
true,  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Montrose,  and  met  him 
in  the  passage.  As  I  stated  this  afternoon,  I  told 
him  briefly  what  had  been  taking  place.  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  mention  Mr.  Hall's  name.  I  stated 
to  him  first  of  all  what  I  stated  this  afternoon, 
and  then  I  added,  "  This  may  be  half  a  million, 
or  five  hundred  thousand  pounds."  Now,  Sir, 
that  is  my  recollection ;  and  1  certainly  did  not 
mention  Mr.  Hall's  name,  because  he  will  bear 
me  witness  that  I  have  never  spoken  to  him  on 
the  subject  from  beginning  to  end.  I  have 
spoken  to  Mr.  Whitaker,  and  I  do  not  think  I 
mentioned  Mr.  Whitaker's  name.  The  five  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  was  simply  a  casual  remark 
from  me  as  to  what  the  amount  might  be.  It 
might  be  more  or  it  might  be  less ;  I  cannot  say. 

Major  T£  WHEORO.— I  should  like  to  offer 
a  few  remarks  with  regard  to  what  has  been  said 
about  the  four  members  from  Auckland.  When 
I  came  fi:t>m  the  Waikato,  the  Auckland  members 
were  all  one  body ;  I  was  the  only  one  apart  from 
them.  But  my  particular  friend  was  the  honor- 
able member  tor  Newton,  Mr.  Swanson— a  good 


and  true  man.  He  it  was  who  principally  per- 
suaded me  to  join  the  Auckland  side.  I  looked 
at  it  in  the  light  of  his  being  the  only  true  man 
among  the  Auckland  members.  But  to-night 
great  sadness  has  come  over  me,  when  I  have 
heard  allusions  made  to  his  having  gone  over  to 
the  other  side.  When  these  four  members  choose 
to  depart  from  their  party,  I  look  at  it  in  this 
way :  There  must  be  two  Governments  in  this 
House — the  Government  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall, 
and  the  Government  of  the  four.  The  question 
of  their  votes  having  been  bought  has  been  gone 
fully  into  this  evening.  Now,  at  the  same  rate 
that  it  took  to  buy  these  four  votes,  it  would  take 
over  two  millions  to  get  all  the  twenty  members 
of  Auckland.  And  supposing  the  Wellington 
members  were  to  go  on  the  same  rate,  and  if  five 
millions  are  going  to  be  obtained  for  this  colony, 
how  much  of  that  will  be  spared  for  the  Middle 
Island  P  I  do  not  think  at  all  that  it  is  a  good 
example  of  my  honorable  friend  of  Auckland  sit- 
ting over  there  to  set  to  the  Maori  members.  I 
have  heard  before  regarding  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata  that  the  prow  of  his  canoe  is  very 
apt  to  sway  from  one  side  to  the  other.  I  think 
the  four  members  alluded  to  can  but  oorapli> 
ment  the  manner  in  which  the  Maori  member 
for  the  East  Coast  took  his  departure  from 
those  benches,  because  the  grounds  upon  which 
he  chose  to  leave  that  side  were  very  great  in- 
deed. He  went  there  upon  the  understanding 
that  certain  wishes  which  he  entertained  regard- 
ing the  Native  race  were  to  be  fulfilled.  And, 
in  consequence  of  the  statements  made  by  the 
Native  Minister  on  Native  affairs,  we  heard  a 
speech  from  my  honorable  colleague,  giving  his 
reasons  for  resigning  his  seat  in  the  Ministry. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Maori  members  the  grounds 
which  led  the  honorable  member  for  the  Eastern 
Maori  District  to  do  so  were  very  justifiable — 
namely,  the  policy  the  6h>vernment  proposed 
with  respect  to  the  Native  Department.  On 
hearing  that  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman, 
my  great  desire  wad  to  be  able  always  to  act  as 
independently  as  he  did  in  quittmg  those  benches. 
Now,  speaking  of  the  four  members  from  Auck- 
land, they  did  not  all  go  in  the  course  which 
would  be  looked  upon  as  honorable,  because  there 
are  twenty  members  altogether  coming  from  t]^at 
province,  and  why  should  four  of  that  num- 
ber, without  consulting  with  their  colleagues, 
act  upon  any  grounds  that  the  others  were  not 
acquainted  with?  The  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  made  certain  references  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers,  ^ow,  it  was 
the  member  for  Waitemata  himself  who  appointed 
that  honorable  member  to  the  position  he  now 
occupies — leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  also 
agreed  with  the  last  words  of  Sir  George  Grey 
when  he  resigned  his  leadership.  I  was  in  the  very 
same  Committee,  and  was  listening ;  and  all  the 
members  agreed  to  the  resolution  concerning 
Mr.  Macandrew.  Since  that,  I  learn  that  these 
four  members  have  stepped  outside  that  resolu- 
tion without  intimating  the  fact  to  their  friends, 
or  saying  to  them,  "  Friends,  let  us  all  go  with 
the  Government."  Had  it  been  any  of  us,  the 
Maori  members,  who   had  been  induced  to   go 
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orer  by  money,  my  friend  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton  would  hare  come  to  me  and  rebuked 
me  for  to  doing.  Had  twenty  of  those  mem- 
bers gone  over  to  the  Government,  and  the  honor- 
able  member  for  Newton  remained,  he  himself 
would  have  represented  twenty.  That  is  why  I 
feel  so  grieved — that  a  just  and  true  man  like  him 
to  whom  I  am  referring  should  not  hare  intimated 
to  his  friends  the  course  he  was  going  to  pursue. 
The  other  two  members  —  what  districts  they 
represent  I  am  not  aware — I  must  say  they  are 
very  foolish  indeed.  I  shall  never  cease  to  con- 
gratulate my  honorable  friend  from  the  East 
Coast  Electoral  District  on  the  course  be  was 
pleased  to  pursue,  now  that  I  see  what  action 
European  members  have  taken  in  this  House. 
Although  in  support  of  my  opinion  I  may  fall,  I 
shall  still  compliment  the  honorable  member  for 
the  East  Coast  Maori  Electoral  District  upon 
his  independent  action  in  leaving  a  Ministry 
whose  Native  policy  he  could  not  conscientiously 
support. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  I  think  I  know  what 
took  place  at  these  meetings  which  have  been 
referred  to ;  and  I  think,  speaking  from  memory, 
that  what  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata 
stated  is  perfectly  correct,  as  far  as  it  goes.  He 
omitted  to  make  reference  to  meetings  of  a 
later  date  than  the  one  to  which  he  first  al- 
luded. But  while  that  is  so,  and  while  I  am 
positive  that  he  it  was  who  insisted  upon 
the  leadership  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers — rather  against  the  opinions  of 
some  others  of  the  party — I  know  perfectly 
well  that  for  a  oonsiderable  time,  and,  as  I 
think,  naturally  enough,  the  honorable  member 
had  felt,  aa  other  honorable  members  did,  that 
this  was  really  a  serious  state  of  matters,  and 
that  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  arrive  at  some 
solution  of  the  difficulty.  I  am  not  going  to 
detail  any  private  conversations,  even  if  I  had 
been  intrusted  with  confidences ;  but  I  know 
very  well  that  feelings  of  that  kind  were  abroad, 
and  I  think  it  only  right  it  should  be  so  stated. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  perfidy,  dis- 
honor, baseness,  and  so  on,  but  I  hope  my  friends 
will  excuse  me  for  saying  that  all  the  mistake  that 
has  occurred  seems  to  me  to  be  this — certainly  I 
thi|^k  it  is  a  grave  mistake, — among  people  who 
were  daily  meeting  together  confidentially,  talking 
about  the  state  of  afiairs,  and  talking,  I  am  bound 
to  say,  with  the  view,  if  possible,  of  coming  to 
an  amicable  arrangement  of  some  kind — I  say  the 
mistake  was,  that  the  honorable  member,  who  was 
certainly  a  trusted  member  at  these  small  con- 
ferences, and  supposed  to  be  a  counsellor  and 
friend,  did  not  give  any  indication  of  what  he 
was  doing  in  reference  to  the  Government.  There 
was  no  indication  of  the  kind  given.  I  refer  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  because  I 
know  nothing  of  the  honorable  member  for  New- 
ton. He  was  never  at  any  of  these  meetings,  and 
consequently  is  not  included  in  anything  I  am 
now  saying.  He  may  have  been  perfectly  free, 
for  all  I  know,  from  the  least  concealment  among 
his  own  friends.  But  when  my  honorable  friends 
say  they  are  exceedingly  glad  that  these  honor- 
able gentlemen  have  gone  over,  I  say  that  I  am 
Major  Te  Wheoro 


exceedingly  sony  and  would  be  very  glad  to  get 
them  back  again.    Notwithstanding  tiie  alle^ 
dishonor,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  condone  their 
offence  at  once ;  but  I  am  saying  this  as  one  of 
the  humblest  members  of  the  party.    The  only 
point,  therefore,  that  seems  to  leave  censure  upon 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  is,  that  he 
omitted  in  any  way  to  let  those  who  were  mixed 
up  with  him  know  anything  of  his  intentions. 
But  I  am  bound  to  say  still  further  that  he  hu 
said  to  me  that  he  failed  somehow  or  other  to 
get  to  later  meetings — that  he  failed  to  find  the 
meetings  he  wished  to  find.     I  do  not  know  thai 
that  it  a  sufilcient  excuse  for  the  honorable  mem- 
ber ;  but  it  is  only  right  to  say  he  states*he  had 
that  impression.     I  think  besides  that  I  ought  U> 
say  this  with  reference  to  private  conversations : 
that  the  distinction  the  honorable  member  ibr 
the  Thames  drew  is  one  that  ought  not  to  be  lost 
sight  of^namely,  that  private  conversations  be- 
tween one  gentleman  and  another  of  the  same 
party  are  very  different  from  similar  conversatioDs 
between  genUemen  in  rival  camps,  and  that  the 
one  set  of  private  conversations  and  the  other  set 
of  private   conversations  cannot  be  put  in  the 
same  scales  and  weighed  with  the  same  weights. 
I  just  wished  to  say  this  much,  because  I  think 
there  has  been  too  much  of  an  attempt  to  lecture 
to-night.     I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  good  to 
be  gained  by  it  for  either  side.    One  thing  I  am 
glad  to  learn :  I  had  no  idea  until  this  evening 
that  the  Premier  was  not  sound  upon  the  edaca- 
tion  question ;  and,  if  the  four  Auckland  memben 
have  done  nothing  else,  they  have  sectuned  sound- 
ness on  this  particular  point.     I  understand  the 
Government  is  now  committed.    It  was  not  be- 
fore.   These  four  gentlemen  have  succeeded  in 
getting  a  written  pledge  that  the  Government 
will  not  do  anything  this  session,  at  all  events,  to 
interfere  with  the  existing  educational  syat^n. 
This  famous  though  very  small  document  contains 
a  distinct  pledge  that  the  national  system  of 
education   will  not  be  disturbed,  although  the 
Premier  is  not  in  favour  of  the  present  secular 
system.    With  reference  to  the  liberal  m&Murei, 
I  want  to  say  this,  in  order  that  I  may  not  be 
misunderstood  in  the  future :  I  am  in  fiivour  of 
all   those  liberal  measures    the  Government  is 
pledged  to,  and  about  which  so  much  is  said ;  but 
I  say  frankly  that  I  do  not  care  anything  for 
these  measures  unless  as  a  means  to  an  end.    I 
want  them  simply  as  leading  to  far  more  root- 
reaching  measures.    I  seek  to  get  the  whole  power 
of  the  country  to  bear  upon  something  that  it 
to  come  afterwards.     Of  course  I  am  speaking 
entirely  for  myself.     I  dare  say  a  great  majority 
will  be  satisfied  if  they  obtain  those  liberal  mea- 
sures.   I  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  them  at  all ; 
and  that  is  why  I  feel  that  the  Government  now 
on  those  benches  is  not  the  Ghovemment  to  cany 
out  those  measures  and  the  future  root-rea<^ii^ 
measures  which  I  think  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  wish  to  say  a  very  few 
words  on  the  subject  now  under  disousaion.  II 
seems  to  me  that  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment party  do  not  approve  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  four  honorable  members  on  the  other  side, 
for  during  the  whole  evening  their  conduct  has 
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only  been  defended  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Geraldine.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata  has  not  surprised 
roe  at  all ;  for  in  the  session  of  1876,  when  I  first 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  one  of  the  most  bitter  oppo- 
nents of  the  abolition  of  the  proyinces,  and  no- 
thing disgusted  me  more  than  the  language  he 
then  used  towards  the  gentlemen  who  were  sitting 
on  the  0oTemment  benches;  and  jet  that  very 
session  the  honorable  member  had  a  commis- 
sion in  his  pocket  to  go  and  take  possession  of 
the  ProTince  of  Auckland,  and  oppose  the  then 
Superintendent,  Sir  George  Grej.  That  was  one 
of  his  actions.  I  must  say  he  reminds  me  yery 
much  of  an  actor.  The  character  I  would  select 
as  most  suitable  for  him  would  be  one  in  the 
play  of  "Othello,"  for,  just  as  that  character 
betrayed  Othello,  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
betrayed  his  party  to-day.  I  can  only  say  I  am 
exceedingly  sorry  that,  knowing  his  disposition,  I, 
for  one,  should  haye  been  induced  to  trust  him 
again ;  but  I  was  swayed  by  gentlemen  coming 
from  the  same  district,  and  intimate  personal 
acquaintances  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  and, 
as  a  majority  of  those  members  trusted  him — 
which  I  regret  they  were  blind  enough  to  do — I 
trusted  him  also.  Sir,  has  not  that  honorable 
gentleman  declared  that  Sir  G^rge  Grey  should 
be  forced  upon  the  House  and  the  country  in  spite 
of  all  opposition  ? — and  yet  he  now  turns  round 
and  says,  "  Was  it  at  all  likely  that  I  was  going 
to  follow  that  gentleman?  Had  I  not  a  mind 
of  my  own,  and  was  I  not  independent  ?  "  Sir, 
where  is  the  consistency  in  sucn  conduct  ?  As 
far  as  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West  is  concerned,  I  have  not  much  to  say  about 
him.  Of  conceit  I  think  that  gentleman  has  got 
his  share. 

Hon.  MBMBEBa.— Order. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Well,  Sir,  I  wiU  not  say 
**  conceit ;"  I  will  say  self-possession.  He  thinks 
he  is  a  great  factotum,  and  can  get  a  portfolio 
at  any  moment.  I  should  like  to  see  the  Qo' 
yemment  intrust  him  with  a  portfolio.  I  should 
like  to  see  the  House  quietly  looking  on  while 
he  holds  a  portfolio.  It  will  be  a  sad  day  for 
Kew  Zealand  when  such  a  state  of  affairs  comes 
about.  With  regard  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton,  I  must  say  I  feel  sadly  grieved,  for 
I  looked  upon  that  gentleman — and  I  am  sure 
I  am  not  the  only  one  who  did  so — with  the 
utmost  admiration.  When  I  entered  this  House, 
I  had  read  about  Mr.  Swanson,  and  I  regarded 
that  gentleman  with  the  greatest  pride,  because 
I  thought,  *'  Here  is  a  man  who  has  raised  him- 
self from  no  doubt  a  humble  state  to  an  inde- 
pendent position,  and  who  has  been  returned  over 
and  oyer  again  by  a  constituency  without  opposi- 
tion ;  and  he  is  an  example  to  others."  Therefore 
my  regret  was  very  great  to  find  that  in  an  un- 
guarded moment  he  had  allowed  himself  to  be 
persuaded  by  a  traitor,  who  resembles  lago  in  the 

Elay  of  "Othello."  I  grieve  to  think  that  the 
onorable^  gentleman  should  in  an  unguarded 
moment  have  allowed  himself  to  be  swayed  by 
a  serpent  like  that.  I  am  not  one  of  those  mem- 
bers who  seek  office.    I  am  here  as  an  indepen- 


dent member,  and  I  am  at  liberty  to  vote  which- 
ever way  I  please ;  but  I  say  that  I  am  exceed- 
ingly sorry  at  what  has  been  exposed  on  this 
occasion— that  gentlemen  for  whom  I  have  the 
highest  respect  and  admiration  should  go  out 
and  hold  inducements  in  the  manner  they  have 
done ;  and  I  feel  very  much  inclined — although 
it  might  not  be  a  loss  to  this  House  or  to  my 
constituents  —  to  retire,  considering  what  has 
taken  place,  and  that  no  man  can  come  here  and 
get  justice  for  his  constituency  unless  he  sells  his 
soul.  I  feel  so  very  strongly  that  I  can  hardly 
express  ray  sentiments,  and  will  therefore  con- 
clude, only  expressing  a  hope  that  the  honorable 
member  ror  Newton  will  yet  see  his  way  to  re- 
trace his  steps. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.  — I  just  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  one  or  two  facts.  It 
appears  now  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  has  taken  this  step  in  order  to  re- 
move the  difficulty  in  which  the  Goyemment 
stood.  The  fact  is,  it  really  places  them  in  the 
position  he  desired  to  relieve  them  from,  for  he 
leaves  a  party  that  would  have  a  working  ma- 
jority of  six  members,  taking  with  him  three 
others,  and  that  brings  matters  to  the  same  posi- 
tion that  they  occupied  before.  With  reference 
to  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  seceded, 
there  is  only  one  on  account  of  whom  I  feel  any 
regret ;  and  I  must  say  with  regard  to  that  honor- 
able gentleman  that  I  am  greatly  surprised  that 
such  an  old  bird  should  have  been  caught  with 
such  chaff.  Looking  at  the  whole  state  of  affairs, 
there  was  one  thin^  the  country,  and  the  Govern- 
ment themselves,  had  a  right  to  say,  and  that 
was,  that  these  measures  shall  be  passed.  We  are 
all  a^ed  upon  that.  We  come  then  to  the 
question  of  education.  Well,  the  only  gentleman 
now  on  the  Ministerial  benches  who  voted  on 
that  question  last  year  vras  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer ;  and  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  Premier 
say  that  he  reserves  to  himself  the  right  to 
vote  as  he  pleases.  That  is  honorable  of  him. 
So  that  really  the  Government  have  promised 
nothing.  The  finances  will  have  to  be  looked  into 
under  any  circumstances,  and  the  Uberal  mea- 
sures will  have  to  be  passed.  They  have  got  a 
promise  that  the  Treasurer  shall  not  vote  against 
them  on  the  education  question ;  but  I  cannot 
believe  that  they  could  be  bought  by  such  a  pro- 
mise as  that.  As  to  the  adjustment  of  accounts, 
nothing  could  be  more  ridiculous.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata  knows  there  is  no- 
thing to  be  gained  by  that.  He  knows  that  any 
man  can  sit  down  and  make  a  Statement  and  turn 
the  accounts  round  how  he  likes.  There  is  really 
nothing  in  that.  The  Government  are  perfectly 
blameless  in  making  such  a  promise,  for  the  pro- 
mise amounts  to  nothing.  The  whole  thing  is  a 
sort  of  new  sensation  for  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata.  He  has  not  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  betraying  anybody  lately,  and  he  took 
advantage  of  the  first  convenient  opportunity  to 
indulge  his  favourite  propensity.  His  conduct 
reminds  me  very  much  of  Byron's  description  of 
the  old  women  at  the  siege  of  Ismail.  The  honor- 
able member  has  been  coquetting  first  with  one 
and  then  with  another  to  get  enormous  bribes, 
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and  at  last  he  convinced  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  West — which  was  not  a  dif- 
ficult operation,  I  am  quite  euro  —  and  a  great 
fuss  U  made  about  it.  But  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est advantage  to  be  gained  if  what  we  have  before 
us  formed  the  whole  inducement  to  go  over. 
There  may  be  something  more  behind :  indeed,  I 
cannot  think  it  possible  that  an  astute  financier 
like  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata — who, 
by  the  way,  went  Home  in  1863  to  raise  a  loan, 
and  made  a  great  mess  of  it — and  tlie  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  West  could  be  bought 
by  a  promise  of  £500,000  for  their  province. 
However,  they  may  lay  the  flattering  unction  to 
their  souls  that  they  may  be  sure  they  will  have 
a  stiff  fight  before  they  get  that  money.  I  was  at 
first  alarmed  at  the  promises  said  to  have  been 
made;  but,  having  heard  the  statement  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  I  see  nothing  in  them.  If  they 
have  been  deluded  by  those  promises,  all  I  can 
say  i?,  that  it  takes  very  little  to  persuade  them. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  may  say,  in  answer  to 
the  statement  that  the  £300,000  was  included  in 
both  tables,  that  it  is  not.  The  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui 
is,  that  the  whole  of  the  assets  are  taken  up. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  28M  October,  1879. 


Ngaitaku  Half*cMte8— Paremena  te  Oneone  o.  KioroBS — 
Native  Expenditure. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeaseb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Pbaybbs. 

NGAITAHU  HALF-CASTES. 

Mr.  TAIAROA,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  hifl  name,  explained  that  Mr.  Mackay  went 
south,  in  accordance  with  an  Act  passed  in  1877, 
to  inquire  into  this  matter,  and  made  certain 
awards  with  reference  to  these  half-castes.  As 
soon  as  the  Europeans  about  there  heard  what 
was  done,  and  what  lands  bad  been  awarded, 
they  objected  to  the  boundaries.  A  portion  of 
the  land  was  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Otago 
Harbour,  and  when  they  went  over  to  take  posses- 
sion the  Europeans  would  not  allow  them  to  do  so. 
Therefore  he  asked  that  this  return  might  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  in  order  that  the  Council  might 
see  exactly  what  Mr.  Mackay  did  in  the  matt«r. 
The  half-castes  said,  if  they  did  not  receive  the 
land  awarded  them,  it  would  be  better  to  return 
it  to  the  Europeans  and  take  nothing  at  all. 
They  did  not  agree  to  have  land  set  apart  for 
them  on  the  summits  of  mountains  and  hill-tops. 
He  therefore  asked  the  Council  to  agree  to  this 
motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  "  That  there 
be  laid  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Mackay 's  report  on  the  issue  of  Crown 
grants  of  land  in  the  Middle  Island  to  certain 
half-caste  Natives  of  the  Ngaitahu  Tribe;  to- 
Jfr.  Tnmbull 


gether  with  the  names  of  the  persons  to  ivliom  he 
awarded  the  lands,  and  the  date,  acreage,  and 
position  of  the  land,  accompanied  by  a  plan  or 
tracing  of  the  same." — {Hon.  Mr,  Taiaroa.) 
Motion  agreed  to. 

PABAMENA  TE  ONEONE  V.  KINROSS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTBLL,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  the  report  of 
the  Standing  Oiders  Committee  had  been  printed 
and  circulated,  and,  he  had  no  doubt,  had  been 
read  by  honorable  gentlemen.  Of  course  the 
report  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion  as  that 
which  was  indicated  to  the  House  when  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker  gave  his  opinion  upon  the  case  when 
it  was  originally  submitted  to  the  Coanci].  Il 
was  unnecessary  for  him  to  quote  precedents  to 
the  Council,  because  honorable  members  were  m 
a  position  to  satisfy  themselves  upon  the  point ; 
but  there  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  persons  being  examined 
before  Parliaments^  Committees  should  be  pro- 
tected from  any  action  being  brought  against 
them  in  consequence  of  their  evidence,  unless  the 
leave  of  Parliament  were  previously  given.  He 
did  not,  however,  for  a  moment  assume  that,  if 
the  Council  thought  there  was  primd  faci%  evi- 
dence of  the  committal  of  peijorj,  it  would 
so  far  stand  in  opposition  to  its  own  interest — 
which  was  to  secure  that  all  evidence  given  b^oro 
its  Committees  should  be  strictly  true — as  to  re- 
fuse permission  to  the  institution  of  proceedings. 
But  that  was  not  the  question  before  tlie  Coon^. 
The  question  was  this :  In  ignorance,  a  Maori, 
advised  by  an  equally-ignorant  legal  adviser, 
instituted  proceedings  agunst  a  person  who  bad 
been  a  witness,  charging  him  with  perjury.  The 
action  fell  through,  because  the  evidence  required 
to  prove  that  an  oath  was  taken  at  all  could  not 
be  obtained  without  the  leave  of  the  Council.  As 
the  action  had  fallen  to  the  ground,  he  thought 
it  only  remained  to  move  some  resolution  upon 
the  subject  in  order  to  dispose  of  it  finally,  so 
that  by  the  notice  taken  of  it  on  this  occasioD  all 
persons  might  be  warned  against  a  similar  mis- 
take for  the  future.  Therefore  he  moved  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed, "  That  this 
Council  doth  concur  in  the  roport  of  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee  in  the  case  of  Paramena  ta 
Oneone ;  but  that,  as  it  appears  the  infringement 
of  parliamentaiy  privilege  on  the  part  of  Put- 
mena  te  Oneone  and  his  legal  adviser  was  com- 
mitted in  ignorance,  and  as  the  action  has  beea 
abandoned,  it  is  not  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Council,  to  take  any  further  steps  in  the 
matter."— (JToi*.  Mr,  Mantell.) 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  could  not  agree 
that  the  legal  adriser  had  acted  in  ignorance ;  and 
he  should  move,  as  an  amendment.  That  Kr. 
Bees  be  summoned  to  the  bar  of  this  Council  for  a 
breach  of  privilege.  Of  course  the  Natives  were 
in  the  hands  of  Uieir  legal  adviser,  and  the  legsl 
adviser  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  priri* 
leges  of  the  CounciL         

The  Hon.  Colonel  BBETT  said  perhaps  tike 
honorable  member  would  state  what  would  be 
the  result  of  summoning  this  gentleman  to  tike 
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bar  of  the  CounoiL      It  would  lead  to  no  good,  I 
and  would  only  make  the  Council  ridiculous.  ! 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  said  he  would  ^ 
withdraw  hia  amendment.  "  ' 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  could  not  agree  to  \ 
the  report,  because  he  thought  it  went  too  far. 
He  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  authority 
for  saying  that  "  Parliament  will  always  protect 
witnesses  who  give  evidence  before  its  Select 
Committees,"  and  he  thought  it  would  be  a  very 
dangerous  promise  to  hold  forth.  What  he 
understood  to  be  the  case  was  this  :  that  Parlia- 
ment would  not  allow  any  proceedings  to  be 
taken  against  witnesses  unless  the  permission 
of  the  House  was  first  given.  But  it  appeared 
by  this  report  that  Parliament  would  gire  pro- 
tection to  any  statement,  however  false. 

An  Hon.  Mbkbeb. — That  is  not  stated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  thought  it  was  im- 
plied:— 

**  A  reference  to  parliamentary  proceedings  and 
practice  shows  that  Parliament  will  always  pro- 
tect witnesses  who  will  give  evidence  before  its 
Select  Committees,  the  principle  appearing  to  be 
that  witnesses  giving  evidence  before  Parliamen- 
tary Committees  are  compelled  to  give  evidence 
whether  such  evidence  may  inculpate  themselves 
or  not ;  whereas  in  ordinary  Courts  of  law  such 
evidence  is  voluntary,  and  not  compulsory,  no 
vritness  being  compelled  to  give  evidence  criminat- 
ing himself." 

What  did  that  mean  P  He  thought  the  prin- 
ciple was  wrongly  stated.  The  principle  really 
was,  that  Parliament  considered  itself  a  body  above 
the  Courts  of  law,  and  it  would  not  allow  the 
process  of  those  Courts  to  be  invoked  without  the 
consent  of  Parliament  first  being  obtained.  But 
that  witnesses  were  liable  for  their  evidence  was 
•hown  by  the  case  of  Mr.  Bridges,  in  another 
place,  a  few  years  ago,  when  an  Indemnity  Act 
was  passed  to  shield  him  from  the  consequences 
of  his  evidence.  It  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
doctrine  to  promulgate,  that  witnesses  should  be 
completely  privileged  no  matter  what  evidence 
they  gave.  Of  course  he  agreed  that  people 
could  not  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands  ;  but 
he  submitted  that,  where  a  primd  facie  case  waa 
made  out,  the  Council  would  always  give  facilities 
for  punishing  wrong-doers.  He  thought  the  re- 
port in  that  respect  a  little  misleading,  and  he 
hoped  the  leader  of  the  Council  would  give  hia 
opinion  on  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  had  only  just 
seen  the  report,  but  the  impression  a  glance  at  it 
had  made  upon  his  mind  was,  that  it  went  rather 
further  than  he  had  understood  precedent  to 
carry  it  before.  Under  the  circumstances,  he 
would  suggest  the  acyoumment  of  the  debate 
until  Thursday,  by  which  time  he  would  look 
into  the  question.  He  would  also  confer  with 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  autho- 
rities upon  which  the  recommendation  had  been 
made,  and  then,  if  the  Council  did  not  approve 
of  the  report,  it  could  be  referred  back  to  the 
Committee  for  further  consideration.  He  moved, 
That  the  debate  be  adjourned  until  Thursday. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  speaking  to 
the  question  of  acyoumment,  said  that,  if  the 
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Hon.  the  Attorney-General  conferred  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  with  a  view  to  get- 
ting over  the  difficulty,  no  doubt  a  very  valuable 
guide  to  the  Council  would  be  the  result.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  accept  any  report  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  offering  a  premium  for 
perjury  before  the  Councirs  Committees,  and, 
unless  some  arrangement  could  be  made  under 
which  this  would  be  avoided,  he  would  not  accept 
any  ambiguous  resolution  on  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought  there 
would  be  some  advantage  in  postponing  the  de- 
bate. It  would  give  honorable  members  an 
opportunity  of  carefully  reading  through  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  and  coming  to  some 
intelligent  apprehension  of  it.  The  Committee 
never  stated  in  their  report,  as  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wilson  and  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  seemed 
to  think  they  did,  that  the  Parliament  maintained 
the  right  of  protecting,  under  all  circumstances, 
persons  who  had  wilfully  and  deliberately  perjured 
themselves.  They  simply  stated  what  was  un- 
doubtedly in  accordance  with  parliamentary  prac- 
tice, and  a  decision  at  which  they  only  arrived  after 
fully  considering  parliamentary  precedents, — that 
Parliament  would  always  protect  witnesses  who 
gave  evidence  before  Select  Committees,  whether 
that  evidence  was  calculated  to  inculpate  them 
or  not.  Of  course  the  inference  was — and  the 
intention  of  the  Committee  was  to  convey  that 
idea — that  Parliament  would  only  protect  wit- 
nesses when  they  told  the  truth,  and  they  did  not 
regard  as  evidence  necessarily  to  be  protected 
wilful  and  deliberate  perversion  of  the  truth; 
and  the  Committee  further  went  on  to  state  the 
reasons  that  had  influenced  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  whose  precedent  they  were  fol- 
lowing on  this  occasion,  in  arriving  at  that  con- 
clusion— namely,  that,  whereas  in  the  ordinary 
Courts  of  law  such  evidence  was  voluntary  and 
not  compulsory,  no  witness  being  compelled  to 
give  evidence  criminating  himself,  in  the  case 
of  Parliamentary  Committees  the  witnesses  were 
compelled  to  give  evidence  whether  they  liked  it 
or  not,  and  whether  such  evidence  might  tend  to 
criminate  themselves  or  not.  Honorable  mem- 
bers, on  more  carefully  looking  through  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee,  would  see  that  it  did  not 
relate  in  the  most  remote  way  to  that  other 
question  which  had  been  raised  of  the  protection 
which  was  to  be  afforded  to  persons  who  had 
given  evidence  not  inculpating  themselves,  but 
evidence  by  which  they  perjured  themselves. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  the  Committee 
were  quite  clear  upon  the  point,  and  it  really  was 
the  principal  one  they  haa  to  consider — namely, 
that  any  action  taken  against  a  witness  who  had 

S'ven  evidence  before  the  Council,  or  before  a 
^mmittee  of  the  Council,  was  a  breach  of  pri- 
vilege if  such  action  was  taken  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Council :  that  was  clearly  what  the 
report  proposed  to  establish,  and  it  was  a  matter 
which  the  public  should  clearly  understand.  But 
if  honorable  members  would  inquire  as  fully  into 
the  matter  as  the  Committee  had  done,  they  would 
find  that,  if  they  followed  the  precedent  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  they  would  go  very  consider- 
ably further,  and  quite  the  length  which  the  Hon. 
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Mr.  Wilson  deprecated  ;  for  there  was  at  least 
ono  notable  instance  on  record  where  the  House 
of  Commons  protected  a  witness  who,  though  thej 
might  not  be  qoite  satisfied  he  had  done  so,  yet 
thej  had  strong  grounds  for  supposing,  had  com- 
mitted perjury  in  giving  eyidence  before  them. 
The  Council,  he  thought,  would  not  desire  to 
follow  that  precedent,  but  would  insist  on  main- 
taining its  pririlege  of  debarring  any  person  from 
taking  action  without  the  consent  of  the  Council 
against  a  witness  for  evidence  given  before  the 
Council  or  a  Committee  of  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER,  before  putting  the 
question,  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  Standing  Order  No.  279,  which  stated,  "  If  it 
shall  appear  (hat  any  person  has  given  fabe  evi- 
dence in  any  case  before  the  Council  or  any  Com- 
mittee thereof,  the  Council  will  proceed  with  the 
utmost  severity  against  such  offender."  It  was 
difficult  to  conceive  that  the  Committee  on  Stand- 
ing Orders  would  go  in  violation  of  that  Standing 
Order,  and  declare  in  their  report  that  Parlis- 
ment  should  protect  all  and  sundry  offenders. 

Debate  adjourned. 

NATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  had 
tabled  it  for  this  simple  reason :  The  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  moved  that  his  own  name 
should  be  discharged  from  the  Committee,  and, 
in  opposing  that,  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  pointed 
out  to  the  Council  that  he  thought  they  could 
with  very  great  difficulty  dispense  with  the  ser- 
vices of  a  gentleman  who  was  so  well  qualified  to 
hold  a  seat  on  the  Committee,  and  he  also  said 
that  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  believed  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  motion  had  been  made  under 
a  misapprehension  of  something  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  Committee.  He  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  was  then  sitting  next 
to  him,  and  with  whom  he  had  a  private  con- 
versation on  the  subject,  would  corroborate  his 
statement  that  he  then  said  he  was  glad  they 
had  come  to  the  resolution  they  had,  and  that 
throughout  the  whole  discussion  in  Committee 
he  had  entirely  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell.  But  his  honorable  friend  Dr.  Pollen,  who 
was  sitting  below  him,  translated  his  remarks  to 
mean  that  he  was  giving  considerable  opposition 
to  that  honorable  gentleman  in  the  Committee, 
and  rose  in  his  place  and  told  him  that  the  wish 
of  the  Council  was 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  hoped  the  honorable 
member  would  not  refer  to  a  former  debate  in 
pointed  terms.  

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  explain  what  he  meant  with- 
out doing  so.  But  he  would  put  it  hypotheti- 
cally,  and  would  assume  that  he  had  heard  some- 
where that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Council  that 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  should  remain  on  the  Com- 
mittee, and  that  any  member  who  in  any  way 
obstructed  or  discussed  matters  with  him  had 
better  be  removed  from  the  Committee.  He 
heard  casually,  and  he  heard  at  the  time,  that 
several  honorable  gentlemen  in  the  Council  had 
concurred  in  that  view.  Well,  he  (Colonel  Whit- 
Hon.  Mr.  Menzies 


more)  was  perfectly  prepared  to  accept  that  vmv. 
He  thought  there  could  be  no  more  competeot 
Commissioner  to  investigate  this  matter  th^n  Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell,  and  if  it  were  competent  for  the 
Council   to   place  the  honorable    gentleman  io 
that  position   he  should   be  delighted.    But  if 
he    (Colonel    Whitmore)    was   to  serve  on  tbe 
same  Committee  with  that  honorable  gentlemin 
or  with  any  other  honorable  gentleman,  be  most 
have  the  right  of  free  discussion  in  the  Com- 
mittee, and   if  he  differed   from   the  honorable 
gentleman  he  must  be  able  to  express  his  point 
of  difference,  and  he  would  not  render  himself 
liable  to  be  told  that  difference  meant  obatno- 
tion  of  the  honorable  gentleman.     ConseqoeDtlj 
he  thought  it  was  only  due  to  himself  to  ask  to 
be  relieved  from  serving  on  the  Committee.    It 
happened,  oddly  enough,  that  he  had   efitirelj 
agreed  with  the  honorable  gentleman  in  principle 
up  to  the  present ;  but  as  the  principle  he  had 
mentioned  appeared  to  have  been  laid  down,  as 
regarded  this  Committee  at  all  events,  he  mofi 
ask  to  be  relieved.    Should  the  Coundl  grant  his 
request  he  would  suggest  the  name  of  another 
honorable  gentleman  who  was  as  competent  to 
represent  the  interests  of  the  late  (Government  ts 
he  was,  and  more  harmony  might  then  be  readied 
— at  all  events  in  the  mind  of  Uie  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 
He  would  like  to  add  to  his  motion  a  few  words  to 
the  effect  that  the  name  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilsoa 
be  substituted  for  his  own . 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "Thit 
the  name  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  be  dis- 
charged from  the  Native  Expenditure  Com- 
mittee."— {Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIE3  hoped  his  honorable 
and  gallant  friend  would  reconsider  this  matter. 
Perhaps  the  best  course  would  be  for  the  Council 
to  negative  the  motion.  He  thought  some  minp- 
prehension  must  have  led  to  the  action  first  taken 
by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  and  subaequentiy 
by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore.  He  did  not 
happen  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee at  which  some  little  feeling  was  shown; 
but  he  was  confident  that  the  occurrence  most 
have  been  accidental  and  casual,  and  was  not  at  aO 
likely  to  recur.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  Hoo. 
Colonel  Whitmore  would  be  of  great  service  io 
the  Committee  in  its  investigation,  and  he  should 
regret  very  much  if  the  Council  agreed  to  dis- 
charge the  honorable  gentleman  from  the  Com- 
mittee. If  he  would  not  withdraw  the  motion, 
he  (Mr.  Menzies)  would  vote  against  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  must  take 
exception  to  some  remarks  which  fell  from  the 
honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  who  moved  this 
motion.  He  stated  that  the  Council  took  up  the 
view  that  any  person  who  obstructed  or  discussed 
matters  with  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  should 
be  removed  from  the  Committee.  Now,  the 
Council  never  expressed  any  opinion  whatever  on 
that  subject.  One  honorable  gentleman,  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen,  ^ave  notice  of  his  intention  to  intro- 
duce a  motion  with  a  view,  as  he  said,  to  the 
establishment  of  harmony  within  the  (^mmittee, 
but  he  never  took  any  further  action  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  the  Council  neither  one  way  nor  the  othtf 
expressed  an  opinion  on  the  subject ;  and  it  was 
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to  gire  a  false  impretsion  of  what  the  yiews  of 
the  Council  were 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  rose  to  a 
point  of  order.  He  was  deharred  from  explain- 
ing himself  on  this  subject,  and  was  stopped 
exactly  at  this  Terj  point,  and  be  would  like  to 
ask  whether  tbe  honorable  gentleman  was  in 
order  in  proceeding  to  refer  to  tbe  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  he  was 
onlj  referring  to  what  tbe  honorable  gentleman 
had  said  himself. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  a  clearer  instance 
of  the  inconTenience  of  referring  to  a  former 
debate  could  not  be  adduced  than  the  present. 
The  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  had  intro- 
duced a  reference  to  a  former  debate,  and  now 
his  statements  were  being  rebutted.  They  had 
got  improperly  on  the  floor  of  the  Council,  and 
it  was  always  very  difficult  to  stop  an  honorable 
member  from  referring  to  what  had  already  been 
s&id  in  the  same  debate.  He  hoped  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  would  not  pursue  his  criticism 
of  what  had  been  said  concerning  a  previous 
debate  any  more  than  he  could  help ;  but  he  was 
unable  to  stop  the  honorable  gentleman  if  he 
did  not  go  further  than  to  refer  to  so  much  as 
was  first  brought  forward  by  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore.  He  trusted  tbe  honorable  gentleman 
would  not  go  further  than  to  take  up  such  re- 
marks as  tbe  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  had  intro- 
duced. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  his  in- 
tention  was  not  to  refer  to  a  preTious  discussion. 
He  was  commenting  upon  remarks  which  fell 
from  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  subse- 
quently to  his  being  called  to  order,  in  reference 
to  the  statement  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen.  After 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  referred  to  what  the 
Hon.  Br.  Pollen  bad  stated,  he  went  on  and  added 
that,  the  Council  seeming  to  be  of  opinion  that 
there  should  not  be  freedom  of  discussion  in  the 
Committee,  he  was  anxious  to  be  relieved  from 
serring  on  it.  Now,  at  no  time  whatever  had  the 
Council,  with  reference  either  to  this  or  any  other 
Committee,  desired  that  there  should  be  other 
tban  the  most  full  and  free  discussion  ;  and  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  said  that  he  wished  to  retire 
firom  this  Committee  because  the  Council  desired 
that  there  should  not  be  freedom  of  discussion 
upon  it,  then  he  placed  the  other  members  of  the 
Committee  in  a  false  position.  He  put  them  in 
the  position  of  wishing  to  remain  upon  a  Com- 
mittee in  which  there  was  not  to  be  the  fullest 
and  freest  discussion — in  other  words,  to  be  upon 
a  Committee  which  should  be  a  packed  one.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  Waterhouse)  would  be  opposed  equally 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  himself  to  being  a 
member  of  any  Committee  appointed  upon  such 
terms  as  those ;  and  if  this  Committee  was  to 
be  at  all  packed  in  its  character — if  it  was  to 
be  a  Committee  not  characterized  by  the  fullest 
and  freest  discussion — he,  for  one,  would  request  to 
be  relieved  from  serving  upon  it.  But  he  believed 
it  was  the  desire  of  the  Council,  as  it  was  the 
desire  of  the  members  on  the  Committee,  that 
there  should  be  the  fullest  and  the  freest  dis- 
cussion, and  for  that  reason  he  felt  he  could 
-with  consistency  and  with  honor  to  himself  con- 


tinue to  serve  upon  that  Committee.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman's  words  had  conveyed  an 
impression  other  than  that  which  he  wished 
them  to  convey,  then  there  could  be  no  objection 
on  his  part  to  continuing  to  serve  upon  the  Com- 
mittee. He  (Ml'.  Waterhouse)  joined  with  other 
honorable  members  in  hoping  that  the  honorable 
and  gallant  gentleman  would  continue  to  serve 
on  the  Committee,  for  he  himself  must  have  seen 
—  indeed,  he  had  already  admitted  —  that  the 
course  of  procedure  adopted  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  was  one 
which  generally  met  with  his  concurrence.  He 
(Mr.  Waterhouse)  would  be  very  glad  to  see  all 
parties  represented  on  this  Committee,  and,  al- 
though it  was  in  no  way  whatever  a  party  Com- 
mittee, yet  if  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman 
thought  its  proceedings  were  intended  or  were 
calculated  to  injure  the  party  with  which  he  was 
connected,  it  would  seem  desirable  that  he  should 
be  there  to  watch  over  its  interests. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  could  not  help  taking 
exception  to  the  mode  in  which  the  honorable 
and  gallant  gentleman  had  raised  this  debate. 
He  had  said  that,  if  there  was  not  to  be  freedom 
of  discussion  in  the  Committee,  he  for  one  would 
not  like  to  serve  upon  it.  Now,  that  opened  up 
the  whole  question,  and,  if  it  were  not  so  very 
undesirable,  he  (Mr.  Miller)  would  consider  him- 
self justified  in  stating  what  actually  did  happen. 
He  had  not  the  slightest  intention,  however,  of 
doing  anything  of  the  kind.  He  refrained  from 
taking  such  a  course  during  the  last  debate  for 
very  obvious  reasons.  The  honorable  member 
withdrew  the  expressions,  and  there  was  an  end 
of  it.  But  he  wished  to  point  out  this  :  that 
the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  was  begging 
the  question  on  the  present  occasion,  and  he  had 
no  right  to  assume  tliat,  because  a  certain  unplea- 
santness arose  with  regard  to  what  he  said,  there- 
fore there  was  not  freedom  of  discussion  in  the 
Committee.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  difference 
between  objecting  to  an  expression  used  by  a 
member  of  a  Committee,  and  freedom  of  discus- 
sion not  being  allowed.  He  thought  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  be  very  wrong  to  retire 
from  the  Committee,  as  his  presence  there  was  a 
kind  of  guarantee  of  his  continued  loyalty  to  his 
colleagues,  which  he  (Mr.  Miller)  commended 
him  for,  and  was  desirable  on  many  other  grounds. 
But,  if  he  did  retire,  it  must  be  thoroughly  under- 
stood that  he  must  not  hereafter  object  to  the 
action  of  the  Committee  on  the  ground  that  he 
would  not  be  present  because  there  was  not  free- 
dom of  discussion.  The  honorable  gentleman 
was  perfectly  well  aware  that  all  that  was  past 
was  now  forgotten,  and  that  the  Committee  would 
proceed  as  if  this  unfortunate  occurrence  had 
never  arisen  ;  and  he  believed  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  more  satisfied  now  in  his  own 
mind  that  the  direction  of  the  inquiry  which  was 
likely  to  take  place  was  not  of  that  kind  which 
he  appeared — he  (Mr.  Miller)  would  not  say  to  have 
dreaded,  but— to  have  anticipated.  He  hoped  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  not  retire  from  the 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  thought  it  was 
very  much  to  be  regretted  that  motions  of  this 
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9ort  had  become  lately  of  bo  frequent  occur- 
rence in  the  Council;  and  he  must  saj  that  he  was 
almost  tempted  to  go  and  do  likewise,  for  be 
noticed  tbat  no  sooner  did  an  honorable  gentle- 
man move  that  his  name  be  removed  from  a 
Committee  than  every  member  in  the  Council 
■who  was  disposed  to  say  anything  at  all  got  up 
and  praised  the  honorable  gentleman  in  a  man- 
ner which  must  be  highly  satisfactorly  to  his 
feelings ;  and  he  supposed  they  would  adopt  the 
usual  course  upon  this  occasion.  He  certainly 
would  not  consent  to  the  withdrawal  of  this 
motion,  as  he  desired  to  bare  the  pleasure  of 
giving  an  empbatic  negative  to  it,  and  that  would 
be  bis  tribute  to  the  value  of  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitm ore's  services  on  the  Committee.  He  was 
not  joking  at  all  on  that  point.  He  was  quite 
sure  the  honorable  gentleman's  services  on  any 
Committee  were  extremely  valuable:  he  paid 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  he  had  been  gifted 
by  Providence  with  an  amount  of  energy  and 
ability  which  enabled  him  to  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject. But  he  hoped  that,  in  future,  when  they 
were  dissatisfied  with  a  Committee  honorable 
members  would  withdraw  quietly  from  it,  and, 
unless  they  were  very  much  in  want  of  a  compli- 
ment, that  they  would  not  bring  the  question  of 
their  withdrawal  from  the  Committee  before  the 
Council.  He  would  give  his  utmost  opposition 
to  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  thought  a 
great  deal  too  much  had  been  made  of  a  little 
accident  that  took  place  in  the  Committee.  He 
happened  to  be  present  on  the  occasion,  and  he 
certainly  did  not  understand  the  honorable  and 
gallant  gentleman  to  make  any  reflection  upon 
any  member  of  the  Committee.  He  thought  it 
would  be  a  great  pity  if  the  motion  were  allowed 
to  pass,  because  a  Committee  of  this  kind  ought 
to  nave  among  its  members  a  gentleman  who  was 
likely  to  bring  so  much  experience  to  bear  upon 
the  important  questions  with  which  it  would  Imve 
to  deal  as  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  possestted. 
Following  the  example  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller, 
he  would  refrain  from  referring  to  anything 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  Committee,  and 
would  only  repeat  that,  in  his  opinion,  too  much 
had  been  made  of  a  merely  casual  observation. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  regretted  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  did  not  make  the  corrobora- 
tion which  he  had  requested,  because  he  thought 
there  was  a  misconception  about  the  whole 
matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  remarked  that  he  had 
stated  the  honorable  gentleman  had  withdrawn 
the  expression. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  mistook  entirely  the  mean- 
ing of  the  allusion.  He  (Colonel  Whitmore)  made 
no  reference  to  what  took  place  in  the  Committee 
as  being  his  reason  for  withdrawing.  It  was  in 
consequence  of  remarks  made  in  the  Council  that 
he  considered  freedom  of  discussion  in  the  Com- 
mittee was  interfered  with ;  and,  as  far  as  he  was 
personally  concerned,  he  would  not  sit  on  that 
Committee  after  those  remarks.  He  did  not 
make  the  motion  for  any  such  purpose  as  that 
Bon.  Mr,  Mantell 


alluded  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell ;  he  hoped 
he  was  not  at  all  likely  to  be  influenced  by  such  t 
consideration.  But,  after  the  remarks  which  had 
been  made,  he  could  only  sit  on  that  CommittM 
under  restraint  for  the  future,  and  would  not  fed 
free,  or  able  to  take  a  satisfactory  course,  if  he 
sat  there.  He  had  the  usual  alternative  open  to 
a  member  when  he  found  his  position  in  a  Com- 
mittee inconvenient;  and  therefore  the  Council 
could  of  course  do  what  it  pleased  in  regard  to 
his  motion.  He  did  ask  to  be  allowed  to  substi* 
tute  another  honorable  gentleman's  name;  bat, 
as  his  motion  did  not  appear  to  be  acceptable  to 
honorable  gentlemen,  he  supposed  it  would  be 
negatived  ;  and,  if  that  were  the  case,  either  this 
last  proposal  must  be  made  over  again,  or  there 
would  be  no  representative  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment on  the  Committee.  He  did  not  think  it 
followed  that  other  honorable  gentlemen  wen 
not  to  sit  on  the  Committoe  if  they  chose,  after 
what  he  had  said.  It  was  only  in  reference  to 
himself  that  the  remark  was  made.  Poanblj 
other  honorable  gentlemen  would  find  their  pos- 
tion  more  tolerable  than  would  be  the  case  with 
him. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half-past  three 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  2%th  October,  1879. 

First  Readings— Second  Reading— Cliristchardi  City- 
Auckland  Members — Want  or  Confldenee — Sopph— 
Land  Bill  —  Anokland  Loaas  Coiwolidation  JBOi  — 
Slaaghterhooses Bill — Napier  and  Heanee  Becreatiaa- 
Ground  Bill— Joint-Stock  CompaDiea  BUI. 

Mr.  Sfbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINaS. 
Riverton  Drill-shed  Reserves  Bill,  Hamilton 
Hall  Site  Bill,  Qualification  of  Electort  Bill,  Re- 
gistration of  Electors  Bill,  Maori  RepretentatJos 
Bill,  Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  Corrupt  Prse- 
tices  Prevention  Bill,  Election  Petitions  Bill, 
Electoral  Acts  Repeal  Bill,  Duties  on  Deceased 
Persons'  Estates  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Napier  Church  Land  Trust  Bill. 

CHRISTCHURCH  CITT. 

Mr.  FULTON.— I  beg  to  bring  up  the  report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  upon  tbr 
City  of  Christchurch  election  petition.  I  more 
tbat  it  be  read. 

The  Clebk  read  the  report,  which  is  as  id^ 
lows : — 

"  The  Committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  tk 
Hon.  Edward  Richardson,  CM.Q-.,  against  tk 
return  of  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Grey,  K.C.B^  » 
member  for  the  City  of  Christchurch  £iec(<^ 
District,  in  the  Province  of  Canterbniy,  was  re- 
ferred, beg  to  report  as  follows : — 
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"  1.  That  His  Excellency  the  GoTemor  did, 
bj  Proclamation,  fix  the  17th  day  of  September, 
1879,  as  the  day  on  which  all  writs  should  be 
returned,  and  for  the  meeting  of  Parliament ; 
and  in  the  writs  issued  the  Returning  Officers 
were  required  to  return  the  said  writs  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Writs  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of  Septem- 
ber. 1879. 

**  2.  That,  on  the  17th  day  of  August,  1879,  a 
writ  was  issued  for  the  election  of  two  members 
for  the  Electoral  District  of  Thames,  and  was 
made  returnable  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of 
September,  1879. 

*'3.  That  the  nomination  of  candidates  was 
appointed  by  the  Returning  Officer  to  take  place 
on  the  2nd  day  of  September,  1879 ;  and  at  such 
nomination  Sir  George  Grey,  E.C.B.,  was  de- 
clared to  be  duly  elected  as  one  of  the  members 
for  the  said  district. 

**  4.  That  the  23rd  section  of  'The  Regulation 
of  Elections  Act,  1870,'  provides  that  the  names 
of  the  persons  so  declared  to  be  elected  shall  be 
indorsed  on  the  writ  by  the  Returning  Officer  as 
the  persons  duly  elected  in  pursuance  thereof, 
and  he  shall  make  a  return  accordingly. 

"  6.  That,  on  the  2nd  day  of  September,  1879, 
the  Returning  Officer  indorsed  on  the  said  writ 
the  name  of  Sir  George  Grey,  K.O.B.,  as  one 
of  the  persons  duly  elected,  and  returned  the 
same  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Writs,  who  receired  the 
same  on  the  6th  day  of  September,  1879. 

"6.  That,  in  pursuance  of  a  writ  dated  the 
18th  day  of  August,  1879,  duly  issued,  the  nomi- 
nation for  the  City  of  Christchurch  Electoral 
District  took  place  on  the  1st  day  of  September, 
1879,  and  the  election  on  the  10th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1879  ;  and  Sir  Gkorge  Grey,  K.C.B.,  was, 
among  others,  declared  to  be  elected. 

"  7.  That,  on  the  11th  day  of  September,  1879, 
the  Returning  Officer  indorsed  the  name,  among 
others,  of  Sir  George  Grey,  K.C.B.,  on  the  said 
writ,  and  returned  the  same  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Writs,  who  received  the  same  on  the  12th  day 
of  September,  1879. 

**  The  Committee,  having  read  the  petition  and 
heard   the  evidence  adduced,   and   counsel   for 

Setitioner  and  the  sitting  member,  do  hereby 
etermine, — 

♦•  1.  Thnt  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Grey,  K.C.B., 
was  not  duly  elected  for  Christchurch  at  the  last 
general  election  of  members  of  the  New  Zealand 
House  of  Representatives. 

"  2.  That  theHon.EdwardRichardson,C.M.G., 
was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned 
as  a  member  in  this  present  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  City  of  Chi-istchurch. 

"James  Fulton,  Chairman. 

"  25th  October,  1879." 

Mr.  FULTON.  --  In  terms  of  clause  39  of 
"  The  Election  Petitions  Act,  1858,"  I  have  been 
instructed  by  the  Committee  to  bring  up  the  fol- 
lowing resolulion  adopted  by  the  Committee,  and 
lay  it  on  the  table : — 

•*  I  am  instructed  by  this  Committee  to  report 
to  the  House  that  the  following  resolution  was  by 
them  unanimously  adopted,  viz., — 

*'  That  this  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the 
provisioDs  of  the  present  law  for  the  trial  of  elec- 


tion   petitions    are  unsatisfactory,  and  require 
amendment. 

"James  Fui/roN,  Chairman. 
"  25th  October,  1879." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  House  will  now,  in  order 
to  give  effect  to  clause  38  of  "  The  Elections 
Petitions  Act,  1858,"  have  to  order  that  the  re- 
port brought  up  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of 
the  House,  and  to  give  the  necessary  directions 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  determination  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  TOLE.— I  beg  to  move,  That  the  report 
and  minutes  of  evidence  and  proceedings  do  lie 
on  the  table  until  next  sitting-day,  to  enable  the 
House  to  learn  whether  or  not  the  Committee 
have  conducted  the  investigation  of  the  allegations 
of  the  petition  regularly  and  in  accordance  with 
law. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  that  would 
be  in  order.  The  Act  says  that  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Committee  shall  be  final  between  the 
parties  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

Mr.  TOLE.— The  words  of  the  Act  are  specific 
simply  with  regard  to  the  parties,  and  not  to  the 
House.  The  law  does  not  say  that  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Committee  shall  be  binding  upon  the 
House.  The  proceedings  of  the  Committee  may 
have  been  entirely  in  violation  of  the  law  under 
which  they  sat.  They  may  not  have  conducted 
the  proceedings  properly  in  any  respect :  indeed,  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  have  not  been  complied  with  in  this  case — in 
fact,  that  there  has  been  a  violation  of  the  law. 
I  will  point  out  one  particular  instance.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  voting  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  is  the  most  important  part  of  their 
deliberations  next  to  the  actual  decision,  was 
not  conducted  in  accordance  with  law.  When 
the  vote  was  called,  for,  I  understand  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  did  not  vote.  He  was 
allowed  to  be  absent  for  an  interval  of  an  hour 
or  80,  and  when  he  returned  he  recorded  his 
vote,  all  the  other  members  of  the  Committee 
having  voted  previously.  I  will  now  draw  atten- 
tion to  section  33  of  *"  The  Election  Petitions 
Act,  1858,"  which  says, "  Whenever  a  Committee 
is  divided  upon  any  question,  the  names  of  the 
members  voting  in  the  affirmative  and  of  those 
voting  in  the  negative  shall  be  separately  entered 
on  the  minutes  of  the  Committee."  Now,  the 
dictum  on  this  point  is  clear,  as  regards  parlia- 
mentary usage,  that  the  question  shall  be  deter- 
mined in  the  Committee  in  the  same  manner  in 
which  it  would  be  determined  in  the  House  to 
which  the  Committee  belongs.  That  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  principle  laid  down  in  May's 
Parliamentary  Practice,  of  1863,  when  the  elec- 
tion petitions  at  Home  were  conducted  in  the 
same  manner  as  they  are  under  our  own  Elections 
Petitions  Act.  Then,  again,  our  own  practice, 
according  to  Standing  Order  143,  is  that  every 
member  present,  when  the  question  is  put,  shall 
be  required  to  vote.  Standing  Order  183  also, 
which  regulates  the  conduct  of  the  proceedings 
in  Committee,  says, — 

"  In  the  event  of  any  division  taking  place  in 
any  Select  Committee,  the  question  proposed,  the 
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name  of  the  proposer,  and  the  respectiTe  votes 
thereupon  of  each  member  present,  are  to  be 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  eridence." 

They  are  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  at  the 
time.  Then,  pursuing  this  point  furtlier,  there 
is  a  distinct  dictum  on  the  subject  laid  down  in 
May's  Parliamentary  Practice,  which  is  that 
*'  every  member  is  obliged  to  vote  upon  each 
question  whenever  a  division  arises.**  So  that 
no  member  of  the  Committee  should  be  allowed 
to  leave  the  room  after  the  division  is  called  for, 
to  stay  away  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  then  come 
back  and  record  his  vote.  The  whole  weight  and 
determination  of  an  important  decision  such  as 
this  being  centred  upon  his  vote,  that  vote  was 
liable — I  do  not  say  that  anything  of  tlie  sort 
was  attempted  in  this  case,  but  it  was  liable — to 
be  swayed  by  all  sorts  of  influences.  There  is 
this  other  important  fact  to  be  considered :  that 
all  the  members  of  the  Committee  including  the 
Chairman,  had  voted,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  became  dependent  upon  the  vote  of 
one  of  the  ordinary  members  of  the  Committee, 
and  who  was  allowed  to  go  at  large ;  so  that, 
after  the  Chairman  had  given  his  vote,  an  ordinary 
member  came  in  and  decided  the  whole  question. 
I  think  the  whole  proceeding  is  unprecedented. 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  member  of  any  ordinary 
Committee  ever  leaving  the  room  and  coming 
back  to  record  his  vote,  or  of  a  juryman  leaving 
the  Courts  of  the  country,  after  the  close  of  the 
other  proceedings,  and  returning  to  give  his  vote  ? 
If  a  report  like  this  is  to  be  confirmed  in  the  face 
of  such  facts,  it  is  a  serious  thing  for  the  H6use, 
for  the  country,  and  for  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  I  therefore  submit  that  I  am  in  order  in 
moving  the  motion  which  I  have  already  read  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — In  speaking  to  the  point  of 
order,  as  to  whether  this  motion  can  be  put  or 
not,  there  is  another  matter  I  wish  to  bring 
under  your  notice,  Sir ;  and  that  is  this  :  When 
a  matter  is  sent  to  the  Petitions  Committee,  I 
submit  that  they  should  find  whether  or  not 
certain  matters  have  taken  place  which  will  dis- 
qualify a  person  from  taking  his  seat  in  this 
House,  or  that  some  matter  shall  be  laid  before 
the  Committee  which  will  show  that  the  return 
has  been  properly  or  improperly  made.  I  sub- 
mit that  the  findings  of  the  Corimittee  show 
clearly  that  no  grounds  were  disclosed  which 
would  disqualify  Sir  Qeorge  Grey.  It  is  surely 
not  in  the  power  of  the  Committee  to  find  certain 
facts,  and  then,  whetiier  these  facts  are  matters 
of  disqualification  or  not,  to  report  that  an  honor- 
able member  of  this  House  is  disqualified.  The 
facts,  as  contained  in  the  report  laid  on  the  table, 
clearly  show  that  nothing  has  transpired,  so  far 
as  the  findings  are  concerned,  which  disqualify 
the  honorable  gentleman.  They  only  sliow  a 
state  of  matters  to  have  existed  in  regard  to  the 
Christehurch  election  which  has  very  often  ex- 
isted at  Home,  and  which  existed  here  in  the  year 
1876,  when  a  Committee  found,  on  a  similar  peti- 
tion, that  the  facts  did  not  disqualify  a  person  for 
being  returned  for  a  constituency.  That  report 
has  been  affirmed  by  the  House,  and  therefore  I 
submit  that  the  findings  of  this  Committee  are 
Mr.  Tole 


not  such  as  to  justify  it  in  reporting  that  Sir 
George  Grey  has  t>een  disqualified. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — My  mind  is  very  clear  upon 
the  question  that  the  decision  of  this  Committee 
is,  by  law,  final,  and  cannot  be  revised  or  reversed 
by  the  House.  As  to  the  question  of  the  adjoom- 
ment  of  the  Committee  before  voting  on  a  motion^ 
I  would  point  out  that  the  Act  of  1862,  amending 
''The  Election  Petitions  Act,  1858,"  gives  the 
Committee  full  power  to  regulate  its  own  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  if  it 
so  please,  before  coming  to  a  final  decision. 

Mr.  TOLE. — I  can  understand  the  Commiltee, 
at  the  beginning  of  their  proceedings,  laying  down 
a  certain  course  of  procedure :  but  that  is  not  the 
question. 

Mr.  FQLTON.—Rising  to  the  point  of  order, 
it  may  save  discussion  if  I  be  allowed  to  say  Uiat 
the  statements  of  the  honorable  gentleman  are 
not  in  accordance  with  the  facts. 

Mr.  TOLE.  —  I  am  assured  that  they  are 
in  accordance  with  fact.  I  was  only  relying 
to  what  you.  Sir,  said  as  to  the  Committee 
having  power  to  regulate  its  o?m  proceedings. 
I  take  it,  that  means  that  as  soon  as  they  take 
their  seats  to  deUberate  they  can  lay  down  a 
certftin  course  of  procedure.  But,  after  the  pro- 
ceedings are  commenced,  and  when  a  division  is 
called  for  on  any  question,  the  Committee  cannot 
then  and  immediately  lay  down  fresh  rules  for 
the  occasion,  and  say,  "  We  will  allow  So-and-so 
to  go  home  to  luncheon  and  oome  back  again 
afterwards  and  vote."  The  law  in  all  such  oases 
is  imperative  and  uniform.  Every  person  present 
when  the  division  is  called  for  is  '*  obli^d "  to 
vote  upon  each  question  as  it  arises.  As  I  am 
informed,  a  question  was  put  in  this  Committee, 
a  division  was  called  for,  and,  the  names  of  the 
other  members  of  the  Committee  having  been 
taken  duwn,  one  honorable  member  asked  for  an 
hour  to  lA'iisider  how  ho  should  vote. 

Mr.  EULT OX.— These  are  the  statements 
which  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  facts. 

Mr.  TOLE.— All  I  can  say  in  reply  to  that  is. 
that  an  honorable  member  of  the  Committee  has 
informed  me  as  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE.— If  I  might  be  aUowed 
to  make  a  short  statement,  it  may  perhaps  re- 
Ueve  the  mind  of  the  honorable  member  for  Eden 
of  a  misapprehension.  What  he  has  stated  are  not 
the  facts  of  the  case.  The  question  was  not  pat 
to  the  Committee.  All  the  honorable  members 
of  the  Committee  except  one  had  stated  their 
opinions,  and  when  that  one  was  called  upon  to 
do  so  he  said  he  would  like  further  time  for  re- 
flection. The  question  was  never  put  until  after 
the  adjournment,  and  the  votes  were  not  recorded 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  states. 

Mr.  TOLE.— All  I  can  say  is,  I  was  told  by  a 
member  of  the  Committee  that  he  had  recorded 
his  vote  before  lunch  and  another  genUeman 
came  back  aft-erwards  and  recorded  his  vote. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— If  it  be  in  order,  I  will  move, 
That  the  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Committee 
be  read. 

Minutes  of  proceedings  read. 

Mr.  HALL.— I  am  not  sorry  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  requested  that  the  minutes  of  the 
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proceedings  of  the  Committee  should  be  read, 
because  I  take  it  that  the  only  possible  ground 
on  which — in  the  face  of  the  terms  of  the  Act  of 
1858 — the  House  can  abstain  from  immediately 
doing  that  which  the  law  prescribes  it  shall  do, 
is,  that  there  was  something  in  the  proceedings 
themseWes  so  grossly  and  absolutely  irregular  as 
to  invalidate  those  proceedings.  Faih'ng  that,  I 
take  it  the  law  is  distinct  and  imperatire.  It  says 
that,  "  the  House,  on  the  same  being  reported 
to  them,  shall  order  such  report  to  be  entered 
on  their  Journal,  and  shall  give  the  necessary 
directions  for  confirming  or  altering  the  return." 
Therefore,  if  the  decision  of  the  Committee  has 
been  arrived  at  without  any  such  gross  irregu- 
larity as  would  involve  the  upsetting  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, I  take  it  the  House  has  no  power  to 
go  behind  the  report,  which  the  law  declares  shall 
be  final.  I  trust,  therefore,  we  shall  have  no 
further  interference  with  the  law  being  given 
effect  to ;  but  that  we  shall  proceed,  as  we  have 
done  on  all  previous  occasions,  to  carry  out  the 
law. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  accept  the  challenge  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  with  regard  to  the  irregu- 
larity of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee.  The 
first  irregularity  I  submit  is  this :  It  does  not 
appear  from  the  minutes  that  the  witnesses  ex- 
amined were  examined  on  oath,  as  required  by 
the  law  ;  secondly,  there  was  no  evidence  before 
the  Committee  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richardson 
was  a  candidate  at  the  last  election  for  the  Elec- 
toral District  of  Christchurch  City,  or  that  he  was 
a  voter  upon  the  electoral  roll  for  that  district. 
The  omission  of  evidence  on  those  two  points 
shows  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee 
were  conducted  with  great  irregularity.  Another 
matter  is,  that  the  minutes  do  not  show  whether 
the  Committee  entered  into  the  consideration  of 
whether  the  statements  in  the  petition  were  suffi- 
cient to  disqualify  a  person  occupying  the  position 
which  Sir  George  Grey  occupied  from  being  a 
member  of  this  House.  It  seems  absurd  that 
there  should  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  this 
House  two  decisions  of  sworn  Committees  of  this 
House,  one  in  1876,  declaring  that  matters  which 
would  disqualify  a  person  at  Home  would  not 
disqualify  him  here,  and  another  one  now,  stating 
that  they  would  disqualify  him.  Under  those 
circumstances,  1  submit  it  would  be  a  very  bad 
precedent  for  the  House  to  adopt  this  report.  I 
therefore  move,  on  the  grounds  I  have  stated. 
That  inasmuch  as  it  appears  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Election  Petition  Committee  that  the 
evidence  before  such  Committee  was  not  on  oath, 
and  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Richardson  was  an  elector  on  an  electoral 
roll  in  force  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  or 
was  nominated  or  contested  the  election  for  the 
Electoral  District  of  the  City  of  Christchurch, 
and  as  the  facts  stated  in  the  petition  do  not 
disclose  any  ground  for  disqualifying  Sir  G^rge 
Grey,  this  House  declines  to  ratify  the  report, 
and  orders  the  petition  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —I  cannot  put  that  question. 
It  is  clearly  laid  down  by  the  law  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  is  final ;  and  consequently  the 
House  cannot  rerise  it.     The  only  question  I 


can  put  is.  That  the  report  be  entered  on  the 
Journals,  and  the  determination  of  the  Com- 
mittee be  carried  into  effect. 

Sir  G.  GREY.—Sir,  I  would  venture  to  put 
another  case  to  you.  I  argue  nothing  for  myself, 
but  what  I  have  to  say  afiects  others.  At  the 
time  I  stood  for  Christchurch  the  law  of  the  land 
was  declared — that  is,  that  according  to  precedent 
I  was  justified  in  the  course  I  took.  That  was 
the  declared  law  at  the  time :  declared  by  this 
House — the  highest  Legislature  in  the  colony. 
And,  having  stood,  1,350  persons  voted  for  me, 
and  they  certainly  voted  under  the  law  existing 
at  that  time.  I  apprehend  the  House  ought  not 
to  disqualify  them,  and  prevent  them  from  re- 
turning such  members  as  they  like,  even  if  it 
is  determined  that  henceforth  such  a  system  shall 
not  prevail.  Then,  if  it  is  determined  that  I  am 
not  the  sitting  member,  let  the  House  determine 
that  there  shall  be  a  new  election,  so  that  1,350 
electors  shall  not  be  disfranchised.  They  acted 
in  conformity  with  the  law  at  the  time — they 
followed  out  the  course  Parliament  prescribed  as 
the  existing  law ;  and  I  say  that  to  disfranchise 
them  absolutely  by  the  decision  of  a  Committee 
would  be  one  of  the  most  unjust  acts  ever  perpe- 
trated. That  is  the  point  on  which  I  rest ;  that 
is  the  point  which  I  wish  the  House  to  consider ; 
and  I  do  not  believe  the  House  'will  think  it  just 
or  right  to  inflict  an  injury  of  that  kind  upon 
1,350  innocent  persons,  who  were  absolutely  obey- 
ing the  law  at  the  time  they  gave  their  votes. 
The  Act  says  that  the  determination  of  the 
Committee  shall  be  final  between  the  parties — 
that  is,  between  the  person  who  prosecutes  the 
petition  and  myself;  but  it  does  not  say  that 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  is  to  be  final  as  to 
punishment — the  disfranchisement  —  of  a  large 
number  of  electors.  Then  there  is  another 
point  which  is  really  worth  considering — that  b, 
whether,  justly,  this  petition  ought  not  to  have 
been  presented  before  fourteen  days  had  expired. 
Now,  I  apprehend  the  result  of  that  may  be  that 
it  may  be  impossible  now,  supposing  Mr.  Richard- 
son is  declared  to  be  the  sitting  member,  to  bring 
a  petition  against  him  for  bribery,  if  it  be  thought 
proper  so  to  do.  In  this  particular  case,  there 
was  no  reason  why  the  petition  should  not  have 
been  presented  the  first  day  after  Parliament  met 
— there  was  no  necessity  to  get  up  evidence  ;  and 
I  think  it  would  be  most  unjust,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  a  large  proportion  of  the  electors 
of  Christchurch,  who  obeyed  the  law  of  the  land 
at  the  time,  should  lose  the  right  of  choosing 
a  member  of  Parliament.  They  committed  no 
crime;  they  broke  no  law;  they  committed  no 
offence :  wherefore  inflict  so  heavy  and  great  a 
punishment  upon  them  ?,  I  trust  the  House  will 
consider  that. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FULTON.— I  am  instructed  by  the  City 
of  Christchurch  Election  Petition  Committee 
to  lay  on  the  table  of  the  House  a  resolution 
adopted  by  that  Committee,  and  to  move  that 
it  be  read. 

Resolution  read  as  follows :  **  That  this  Com* 
mittee  b  of  opinion  that  the  provisions  of  the 
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present  law  respecting  election  petitions  are  un- 
satiBfactory,  and  require  amendment." 

Mr.  O.  S.  Cooper,  Clerk  of  Writs,  being  in  at- 
tendance, was  directed  by  Mr.  Speakeb  to  alter 
the  writ  of  election  for  Ohristchurch  City  by  sub- 
stituting for  the  name  of  Sir  George  Qmj  the 
name  of  the  Hon.  £.  Richardson;  which  was 
accordingly  done. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  rise 
to  a  question  of  pririlege.  It  is  this  :  Whether 
it  is  possible  in  this  way  to  virtually  disfranchise 
a  large  number  of  electors.  I  submit  that  this  is 
an  unheard-of  case,  and  is  contrary  to  erery  pre- 
cedent. Any  one  who  looks  at  the  precedents 
which  decide  English  elections  and  which  settle 
these  points,  will  see  that  it  is  absolutely  unlaw- 
ful to  do  that  which  the  House  is  now  doing. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —  The  honorable  member  is 
not  in  order  in  bringing  up  this  question  as  a 
matter  of  prhilege.  The  House  has  ordered  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  be  entered  upon  the 
Journals ;  and  that  ooTers  the  giving  effect  to  the 
determination  of  the  Committee.  I  shall  call  on 
Mr.  Richardson  to  come  up  and  be  sworn  in. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  member  reported  by 
the  Committee  to  be  entitled  to  the  Christchurch 
seat  must  be  alTowed  an  opportunity  of  appearing 
in  order  to  be  sworn. 

Mr.  E.  RiCHABDSON  then  took  the  oath  and 
his  seat  for  Christchurch  City. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  rise  to  another  question  of 
privilege.  I  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  not  the 
House  that  should  order  the  writ  to  be  altered, 
and  not  the  Speaker.  The  House  has  not  ordered 
the  alteration  to  be  made. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  House  has  ordered  the 
report  to  be  entered  upon  the  Journals,  and  it  is 
my  duty  to  give  effect  to  what  is  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  the  Journals. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  House  gives  the  neces- 
sary direction  for  altering  the  writ,  and  not  the 
Speaker.  I  submit  that  point  for  your  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  believe  the  course  I  have 
pursued  is  the  correct  course  to  adopt. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  would  ask  you  to  look  at 
the  law.  It  is  a  most  important  point;  and  I 
think,  if  you  will  patiently  read  the  law  before 
pronouncing  this  decision,  you  will  see  that  I  am 
absolutely  right  in  what  I  say.  This  is  perhaps 
the  most  important  thing  tnat  has  ever  been 
done. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— With  all  deference  to  the 
honorable  gentleman,  I  must  say  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  Committee  is  final.  The  House 
expects  me  to  see  that  the  law  is  carried  out. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  Hoilse  cannot  override 
the  decision  of  the  Committee,  and  that  the 
House  has  divested  itself  of  the  determination  of 
this  matter  by  intrusting  a  Committee  with  ad- 
judicating on  the  question.  In  this  procedure 
both  parties  agreed  by  nominating  their  respec- 
tive Committeemen,  and  taking  part  in  striding 
the  Committee. 

Mr,  Fulton 


AUCKLAND  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  HALL,  in  reply  to  the  order  of  the  Hoow 
made  on  a  previous  day — "  That  any  correspoad- 
enoe  that  has  passed  between  the  Gt>vemmeat 
and  any  Auckland  members  regarding  the  terms 
on  which  they  would  vote  with  the  Government, 
be  laid  before  this  House ;  or,  if  any  terms  or 
arrangements  for  the  same  purpose  have  been  con- 
cluded with  any  Auckland  members,  that  the 
same  should  be  communicated  to  this  House  " — 
laid  on  the  table  a  communication,  signed  "  G.  S. 
Cooper,  Under  Secretary,"  stating  that  tbere  was 
no  such  correspondence  on  record. 

The  question  was  put,  "  That  the  paper  do  lie 
on  the  table." 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —  Sir,  I  understand  the  qoes- 
tion  to  be,  That  this  paper  do  now  lie  on  the  table. 
I  contend.  Sir,  that  that  paper  is  no  compliance 
with  the  order  of  the  House.  It  is  simply  an 
evasion.  I  contend  that  a  correspondence  has 
taken  place,  and  that  there  is  a  document  in 
existence ;  and  I  say  we  have  a  right  to  in- 
sidt  upon  that  document  being  produced.  I  am 
told  that  it  is  in  the  possession  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Newton  ;  that  it  bears  signatures  to 
it ;  and  I  trust  the  Government  will  not  attempt 
to  evade  the  production  of'  this  document,  as 
it  has  already  done.  Will  the  Premier  consent 
to  produce  it  ? 

Mr.  HALL.  —  The  Premier  will  consent  to 
produce  any  Government  correspondence. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— What  can  be  a  Government 
correspondence  more  than  this  ?  I  appeal  to  the 
House  whether  there  can  be  any  correspondoice 
more  completely  Government  correspondence  than 
this  —  correspondence,  I  am  told,  initiated  by 
the  Premier  himself.  He  knows  whether  that  is 
the  case  or  not.  I  am  told,  further,  that  it  is 
signed  by  four  other  gentlemen.  I  say  the  House 
has  a  right  to  have  that  document  produced,  and 
if  it  is  not  produced  a  gross  breach  of  privilege 
has  been  committed,  and  we  should  at  once  pro- 
ceed to  consider  that  breach  of  privilege.  The 
orders  of  the  House  have  not  been  obeyed.  There 
must  be  some  reason  for  keeping  this  documeat 
back ;  but,  if  the  Government  decline  to  prodnee 
it,  I  think  the  honorable  member  for  Kewton  will 
I  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  to  himself,  to  the  House,  and 
I  to  the  country  to  produce  it,  and  by  so  doing  to 
;  expose  what  I  must  call  an  evasion  of  the  Gk>- 
vemment,  the  like  of  which  is  absolutely  un- 
known. I  am  sure  the  Premier  would  have  done 
much  better  by  standing  up.  frankly  and  saying, 
"  I  produce  it."  I  trust  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton  will  produce  it. 

Mr.  MURRAY.— May  I  ask,  will  the  paper 
laid  on  the  table  be  printed  ? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.— Sir,  I  rise  to  ask  whether  I 
should  be  in  order  in  moving  an  amendment  to 
the  question  you  have  put  to  the  House.  The 
amendment  will  be  as  follows :  "  That,  in  order 
to  give  effect  to  the  resolution  arrived  at  by  this 
House  on  last  sitting-day,  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
duction of  papers  relating  to  the  alleged  compael 
made  with  certain  members  from  the  Aoeklaad 
Provincial  District,  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  matter,  with  powo> 
to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  take  en- 
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denoe  on  oath ;  to  report  within  seven  dajs  ;  fire 
to  be  a  quorum.  Such  Committee  to  consist  of 
Mr.  Finn,  Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher,  Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Johnston,  Captain  Kenny,  Mr.  Fyke,  Cap- 
tain Bussell,  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Whjte,  and  the 
nooTer."  Shall  I  be  in  order,  Sir,  in  moving 
that  amendment? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  That  amendment  is  per- 
fectly in  order. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — Sir,  I  am  led  to  more 

Mr.  MURRAY.  — Should  not  the  honorable 
member  give  notice  P 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — Order,  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  is,  "  That  this 
paper  be  laid  on  the  table  ;  "  to  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Franklin  (Mr.  Hamlin)  is  about 
to  move  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HAlMLIN. — I  am  led  to  more  this  amend- 
ment inasmuch  as  it  is  known  that  certain  papers 
hare  passed  between  oertam  members  from  the 
Prorinoiid  District  of  Auckland  and  the  gentle- 
men who  at  present  occupy  the  Treasury  benches. 
The  paper  which  they  have  laid  on  the  table  is 
simiuy  an  attempt  at  stifling  the  information 
which  we  desire  to  haye.  Sir,  if  the  Government 
has  made  —  and  there  is  no  doubt  about  it  —  a 
compact  with  certain  honorable  gentlemen  from 
the  Province  of  Auckland,  surely  they  are  not 
ashamed  to  allow  the  House  to  inquire  into  the 
matter.  On  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  for  one 
moment  suppose  that  any  of  the  four  honorable 
gentlemen  who  hold  the  papers  will  be  ashamed  to 
lay  them  before  this  Committee.  Sir,  there  are, 
in  the  first  place,  twenty  gentlemen  supposed  to 
repreeent  that  part  of  the  colony  in  this  House, 
and  I  hold  it  to  be  as  much  their  right  to  have 
an  insight  into  these  papers  as  the  four  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  have,  forsaken  their  party 
hare  had ;  for,  had  the  electors  of  that  dis- 
trict thought  four  geotlemen  were  sufficient  to 
represent  them  within  the  walls  of  this  House, 
they  would  not  have  asked  the  other  sixteen  to 
oome  here.  But  they  have  been  chosen  from  all 
parts  because  tliey  wore  known  to  possess  a  know- 
ledge of  the  requirements  of  their  several  and 
respective  districts.  And  yet,  forsooth,  we  find 
here  a  Government  who  can  make  a  certain 
arrangement  with  the  four,  thereby  utterly 
obliterating  the  influence  or  the  foresight  of  the 
other  sixteen  members.  I  look  at  it,  Sir,  with 
some  amount  of  alarm.  If  this  system  is  to  be 
encouraged,  if  the  Government  can  negotiate 
with  only  a  few  members  of  this  House  to  secure 
their  own  seats  on  those  benches,  thereby  stifling 
a  fair  and  legitimate  discussion  of  the  rights  of 
that  part  of  the  colony,  then  I  say  a  gross  in- 
justice will  be  done  to  the  Parliament,  and  I,  for 
one,  coming  from  that  particular  district,  will  not 
hear  of  such  a  thing  without  protesting  against 
it.  I  think  I  have  moved  a  very  fair  Committee, 
and  I  trust  that  the  Government  and  my  honor- 
able friends  implicated  in  this  matter  or  a  party 
to  the  contract  will  be  prepared  to  support  us  in 
cairying  this  resolution. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  the  rule  to  give  notice 
of  the  names  of  members  of  Committees,  but  the 
other  terms  of  the  amendment  can  be  submitted 
to  the  Tote  of  the  House. 

YOL.  XXZIL-7S. 


Mr.  MURRAY.— I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— Do  I  understand  you  to 
say  that  it  is  necessary  to  give  notice  of  the 
names  of  the  Committee  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  the  rule  to  give  notice 
of  the  names. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.  —  Then  I  object  to  the 
names  of  the  Committee  being  put  vrithout  notice. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.  — It  is  a  question  of 
privilege.  It  has  arisen  suddenly.  We  may  be 
quite  wrong  in  our  contention,  but  we  belieTe 
that  the  Government  is  keeping  back  papers 
which  this  House  has  ordered. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  will  submit  the  amend- 
ment, omitting  the  names.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin  can  give  notice  that  he  will,  to- 
morrow, move  the  appointment  of  certain  honor- 
able members  to  form  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HALL. — Sir,  if  the  honorable  member 
thinks  there  is  any  memorandum,  or  other  writing, 
which  either  the  Government  or  any  honorabb 
member  has  reason  to  be  ashamed  of,  he  is  en- 
tirely mistaken.  It  is  not  on  that  ground  that  I 
oppose  and  shall  vote  against  this  amendment. 
But,  in  the  first  place,  if  not  absolutely  out  of 
order,  it  is  certainly  against  the  spirit  of  the 
Standing  Orders,  that  a  motion  of  this  kind  should 
be  introduced  practically  without  notice.  It  is 
practicallv  an  attempt  to  take  the  House  by  sur- 
prise, and  that  is  my  first  ground  for  objecting 
to  it.  My  second  ground  of  objection  is,  that  it 
is  asking  for  information  which  this  House  has 
no  right  to  demand.  If  the  motion  is  carried,  I 
shall  move  the  addition  of  some  such  words  as 
these:  ^^That  the  Committee  shall  not  confine 
its  inquiry  to  the  subject  mentioned  in  the  reso- 
lution, but  shall  extend  it  to  all  private  conver- 
sations, all  understandings,  and  all  agreements 
which  any  honorable  member  of  this  House  has 
had  with  this  Government,  or  any  preceding  Go- 
vernment."    Let  us  have  out  everything. 

Mr.  PYKE. — ^And  future  GoTemment. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  And  not  only  that,  Sir;  hot 
every  telegram,  whether  paid  for  by  members  of 
the  Government  or  not,  by  which  an  attempt  was 
made  to  influence  the  late  elections.  That  is 
the  logical  conclusion  to  which  we  must  come,  if 
this  motion  is  to  be  carried,  and  it  is  a  manifest 
absurdity :  that  we  should  inquire  into  any  pri- 
vate conversation — strictly  private,  not  official — 
and  which  the  House  has  no  right  to  ask  for. 
Sir,  anything  in  the  shape  of  public  correspond- 
ence the  House  has  a  right  to  ask  for.  Any 
private  conversation  or  argument  used  by  one 
honorable  member  to  another  to  induce  him  to 
vote  in  this  way  or  in  that  way  is  strictly  private. 
As  to  the  argument  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunstan,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  convenient  that 
all  arguments  used  to  induce  honorable  members 
to  vote  in  a  particular  direction  should  be  pro- 
duced. 

Mr.  PYKE.— I  think  it  would  be  very  useful 
to  produce  them. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  I  think  there  might  be  Tery 
awkward  disclosures. 

Mr.  PYKE. — If  the  honorable  member  means 
to  insinuate  anything  against  myself  by  that  re- 
mark, I  beg  to  gire  it  the  most  unqualified  denial. 
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Mr.  HALL. — I  do  not  mean  to  implicate  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunstan  in  any  manner 
whatever.  He  has  had  large  political  experience 
in  this  and  a  neighbouring  colonj,  and  circam- 
Btances  must  hare  come  under  his  notice — I  do 
not  say  the  honorable  gentleman  was  affected 
by  them  —  which  it  would  be  unfair  and  im- 
proper to  make  public,  because  they  were  private. 
On  this  occasion,  I  ask  the  House  not  to  com- 
mit the  manifest  absurdity  of  passing  a  resolution 
which  would  call  upon  a  Committee  to  investi- 
gate private  conversations  and  private  arrange- 
ments, which  the  House  cannot  go  into.  When 
the  policy  of  the  Qtjvemmcnt  is  laid  before  the 
country,  the  House  will  see  whether  the  Q-ovem- 
ment  has  held  out  any  hopes  or  given  any  under- 
takings in  any  way  contrary  to  public  policy,  in 
any  way  discreditable  to  the  CK)vemment  or  to 
any  honorable  members,  or  which  involve  any 
abuse  by  them  of  their  power  as  Ministers  of  the 
Grown.  The  substance  of  tlie  arrangement  has 
been  stated  very  fully  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata.  The  House  is  practically  in  pos- 
session of  the  information  called  for,  and  nothing 
more  would  be  obtained  if  the  Committee  were 
appointed.  It  would  be  a  Committee  which  is 
absolutely  unprecedented.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
was  ever  proposed  before,  and  I  feel  confident 
the  House  will  refuse  to  appoint  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  would  point  out  that  a 
somewhat  similar  question  arose  recently,  on  the 
subject  of  some  letters  which  passed,  or  were 
supposed  to  have  passed,  between  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  and  Mr.  Alfred  Cox,  and 
the  House  on  that  occasion  decided  that  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  they  should  be  recognized 
by  this  House  at  all.  I  would  point  out  the  ab- 
surdity of  appointing  a  Committee  of  this  kind. 
This  Committee  might  tell  me  to  produce  any 
private  document ;  but  the  Committee  would  be 
absolutely  unable  to  compel  me  to  produce  it.  I 
would  like  to  know  whether  myself  or  any  other 
honorable  member  of  this  House  would  produce 
a  private  document.  I  might  have  a  private 
document  in  my  pocket ;  it  would  be  impossible 
to  take  it  from  me  under  any  circumstances  ;  and 
this  Committee  would  simply  be  a  waste  of  time. 
On  this  ground  I  oppose  it ;  but,  should  the  mo- 
tion for  a  Committee  be  carried,  and  my  name  be 
placed  on  the  Committee,  I  certainly  say  at  once 
that  I  will  take  no  part  in  any  Committee  at- 
temptingto  get  at  any  private  letters. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— We  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  a  certain  document.  I  wrote  the  thing 
myself,  and  it  came  back.  In  fact,  an  honorable 
member  of  this  House  saw  it  before  it  went,  and 
I  promised  one  or  two  others  that  they  should  see 
it.  It  came  back  marked  "  Confidential."  I  may 
state  what  took  place.  The  Government  resisted 
the  production  of  the  paper.  I  sent  over  Mr. 
Richmond  to  say,  "  Do  not  resist  on  my  account. 
X  do  not  care  a  single  penny  if  it  is  stuck  upon 
the  Speaker's  chair ; '  and  he  then  wanted  me  to 
vote  against  its  production :  but  I  said  I  should 
do  nothing  of  the  sort,  because  there  was  nothing 
in  it  that  I  was  ashamed  of.  I  shall  read  it  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 
Mr,  Pyke 


Hon.  Mehbebs.— Read  it. 

Mr.  SWAiJSON.— I  will  not  r^ad  it^  unless  thf 
honorable  gentleman  gives  his  permission,  neither 
will  I  be  forced  to  do  it.  If  the  members  of  this 
House  are  able  to  make  me  produce  it,  tbej  are 
different  people  from  what  I  take  them  to  be. 
There  is  nothing  in  it  that  anybody  need  be 
ashamed  of ;  and  a«  to  that  "rot"  about  money, 
and  the  promise  of  money,  there  was  not  half  a 
farthing  promised  or  asked  for  secretly.  Every- 
thing that  has  to  be  done  is  to  be  done  in  tins 
House,  and  the  only  stipulation  is  that  I  shsU 
get  nothing  for  myself. 

Mr.  8HRIMSEI.— Then  why  should  it  be  con- 
fidential ? 

Mr.  SWANSON.— That  is  not  your  affair.  It 
is  not  confidential  as  far  as  I  am  ooncemed. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  do  not  think  anybody  would 
suppose  that  the  honorable  member  for  Newton 
would  make  any  bargain  for  himself;  but  I 
believe  that  in  this  case  he  has  been  entn^ped. 

Mr.  HALL. — He  said  he  wrote  the  docomeDt 
himself. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  did  not  say  that  the  Prtmier 
entrapped  him ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  have 
always  felt  that  the  honorable  member  for  New- 
ton had  been  entrapped.  I  do  not  say  by  whom, 
or  how  ;  but  his  action  in  this  matter  is  oontrarv 
to  his  usual  proceedings.  However,  it  was  ntts- 
factory  to  hear  the  honorable  gentJeman  stand  up 
and  say  that  he  was  prepared  to  prodnoe  ^v 
document.  His  conduct  in  this  is  fair  and  open ; 
but  how  are  we  to  reconcile  that  statement  with 
the  facts  that  we  do  know  ?  In  the  first  ];diee, 
the  existence  of  the  document  has  been  denied  bj 
the  Premier. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentleman  it  en- 
tirely misrepresenting  me.  I  said  that  the  House 
had  heard  m>m  the  honorable  member  for  Waite- 
mata that  there  was  no  correspondence.  Thit 
statement  is  strictly  accurate  and  true. 

Mr.  MOSS. — ^The  honorable  gentleman  also  «aid 
that  if  there  was  any  correspondence  he  would 
not  produce  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  I  said  that  there  was  a  moiio* 
randum,  but  no  correspondence.  The  bonoraUe 
member  for  Waitemata  said  there  was  •*  no  cor- 
respondence, but  the  following  is  the  subsfamoe  of 
the  understanding  arrived  at.       I  say  so,  again. 

Mr.  STEWART.- The  distinct  impression  the 
Premier  created  was  that  there  vras  no  writing  or 
correspondence. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentlemmn  is  en- 
tirely misrepresenting  me.  I  never  made  use  of 
any  such  words. 

Mr.  STEWART.— The  honorable  gentleman 
said  that  if  there  was  anything  in  writiiig  be 
would  not  produce  it. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  know  that  practically  Oie  Pre- 
mier said  there  was  no  correspondence,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton  says  there  it  a  eor^ 
respondence. 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  MOSS. — The  honorable  member  for  New- 
ton absolutely  says  there  is  a  corrosponden 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  MOSS. — A  confidential  oorrespondei 
it  may  not  be  an  official  oorreepoiidenoe.    Buti 
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Sir,  it  is  extraordinary  how  it  can  be  maintained 
for  one  moment  that  honorable  gentlemen  sitting 
on  those  benches  can  hold  confidential  and  pri- 
vate communications  with  individual  members 
in  order  to  attach  men  to  their  party,  and  yet 
say  that  they  are  doing  it  in  their  private  capa- 
cities  

Mr.  SUTTON.-^h ! 

Mr.  MOSS. — The  honorable  member  for  Na- 
pier says  "  Oh."     I  have  no  doubt  he  sees  the 
mistake  that  has  been  made.     He  ought  to  have 
been  employed  as  whip  in  the  matter.    It  is  be- 
cause of  his  principals'  dealing  in  the  matter  that 
the  whole  thing  has  got  into  the  lire.     I  feel 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Newton  and  the 
other  three  Auckland  members  are  in  an  alto- 
gether false  position  with  reference  to  their  party 
and  with  reference  to  the  remaining  representa- 
tives from  Auckland  Province.     They  have  made 
us  appear  false  to  our  constituents,  because  it  will 
seem  that  those  four  members  are  the  only  mem- 
bers who  have  the  interests  of  their  constituents 
at  heart.     Why  did  they  not  come  to  us  and  say, 
"  We  have  an  opportunity  now  of  doing  good  to 
the  province  fairly  and  openly  "  ?     Why  did  they 
not  give  ui  the  opportunity  of  judging  of  the 
nature   of   these   proposals?      I    think   myself, 
as  one  of    the   colleagues   of  these  gentlemen, 
that  such  proceedings  are  subversive  of  all  good 
government,  and  subversive  of  the  purity  of  this 
Parliament.      I   hope   that  honorable  members 
who  declaim  against  transactions  of  an  infinitely 
milder  character  than  this  wiil  not  cover  it  up, 
but  that  we  shall  have  it  fully  laid  before  the 
House.     If  there  is  nothing  in  it,  we  shall  all  be 
delighted,  but,  if  there  is  something  in   it,  we 
should  know  what  that  something  means. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  —  I  do  not  tliink  the 
question  is,  whether  there  is  any  document,  nor 
whether  that  document  contains  anything  that 
honorable  members  have  a  right  to  object  to.  It 
is  a  question  whether,  as  a  matter  of  precedent, 
this  House  is  to  have  dragged  before  it  communi- 
cations that  may  take  place  between  members  of 
Parliament  that  are  not  of  an  official  character. 
We  have  seen  in  this  debate  that  such  a  course 
would  be  attended  with  very  great  inconvenience. 
But  the  question  has  gone  further  than  that. 
The  Premier  has  said  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  communication  that  he  is  at  all  ashamed  of ; 
the  honorable  member  for  Newton  has  said  that 
there  is  nothing  in  it  that  the  House  need  not 
know ;  and  there  are  honorable  members  who  slill 
discredit  those  statements,  and  would  have  the 
House  take  a  course  which  would  form  a  most 
inconvenient  precedent.  On  the  ground  that  it 
would  form  a  precedent  that  would  degrade  this 
House  and  make  it  an  arena  into  which  private 
communications  would  be  brought  for  party  pur- 
poAes,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton  would  not  be  doing  right  by  comply- 
ing with  the  request  to  produce  the  document. 

Mr.  BROWN. — I  must  say  that  1  am  very 
much  surprised  at  the  Premier  refusing  to  allow 
the  honorable  member  for  Newton  to  read  the 
correspondence.  The  honorable  member  for  New- 
ton put  it  to  the  honorable  gentleman  whether 
the  correspondence  should  be  read,  aqd  he  re- 


fused to  give  his  permission,  and  one  of  his  col- 
leagues also  said  No.  Is  there  anything  in  it  to 
be  ashamed  of? 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Then  why  object  to  its  being 
read? 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST.— May  I  correct  the  honor- 
able member  ?  Absolutely  I  have  never  seen  any 
correspondence  in  reference  to  the  matter ;  neither 
have  I  ever  seen  any  memorandum.  I  will  make 
the  narrative  as  complete  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man desires.  The  honorable  member  for  Newton 
came  to  me  with  something  written  on  half  a 
sheet  of  an  Order  Paper,  and  said  he  thought  it 
was  a  very  reasonable  request,  which  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  comply  with,  and  that,  if  thej 
agreed,  that  was  the  course  we  ought  to  adopt. 
Tiie  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  has  ex- 
plained the  terms  of  the  document  the  honorable 
member  for  Newton  wrote  on  that  occasion.  I 
have  never  seen  it  myself.  I  do  complain  that 
honorable  members  should  fly  in  the  face  of  this 
explanation,  and  make  statements  which  have  no 
foundation  in  fact. 

Mr.  BROWN. —  I  challenge  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  say  whether  he  said  "No,"  when 
the  honorable  member  for  Newton  proposed  to 
read  the  document. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST.— Yes,  I  said  "  No." 

Mr.  BROWN. —Then  what  had  you  to  be 
ashamed  of? 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST.— I  adopt  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Cap- 
tain Russell)  and  by  the  Minister  of  Lands. 
Where  is  this  to  lead,  if  every  private  conversa- 
tion is  to  be  brought  up  in  this  House  ? 

Mr.  BROWN. — I  know  there  is  a  correspond- 
ence, and,  if  the  Ministry  are  not  ashamed  of  it, 
why  not  read  the  letter  ?  When  the  Premier  said 
tliere  was  no  correspondence,  he  had  in  his  hand 
the  very  document  prepared  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Newton. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentleman  is  stat- 
ing what  is  absolutely  contrary  to  fact. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— I  assure  the  House  that  is 
not  a  fact.  The  document  was  never  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government  at  all.  But  I  had  no  wish  to 
keep  it  back  :  if  Sir  George  Grey  had  asked  me  to 
produce  it,  it  would  have  been  read  there  and 
then.     It  would  have  been  done  in  an  instant. 

Mr.  BROWN. — I  ask  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton  whether  he  did  not  express  his  sur- 
prise when  the  Premier  said  the  other  evening 
that  he  had  no  correspondence. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— K  anybody  says  that,  he 
is  labouring  under  a  gross  mistake.  The  thing 
is  simply  impossible. 

Mr.  BROWN.— We  have  the  admission  that 
there  is  a  correspondence — a  letter  or  a  memo- 
randum, or  whatever  it  may  be  called,  from  the 
Premier,  and  another  letter  or  memorandum  from 
one  of  the  four  Auckland  members,  both  of  which 
are  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the  four.  That 
honorable  gentleman  is  willing  to  produce  the 
document  to  the  House,  if  the  Premier  will  allow 
him.    That  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— This  is  a  little  too  strong 
altogether.     The   four   members   came   to   an 
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agreement  amongst  themselves,  and  put  it  in 
writing.  Are  we  to  be  called  upon  to  produce 
that  document?  Why,  the  CK)Ternment  never 
saw  it,  aud  do  not  know  what  it  contains.  I  may 
tell  the  honorable  member,  however,  that  the 
conditions  were,  that  we  were  all  to  support  the 
Government,  and  if  one  failed  all  were  free ;  but 
that  agreement  was  never  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government.  I  can  state  that  positively,  and 
that  the  Government  knew  nothing  about  it. 
There  is  only  one  paper,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
lay  on  the  table.  This  much,  however,  I  may 
say,  and  I  do  not  care  who  knows  it,  and  who  sees 
it:  Everything  is  to  be  done  aboveboard,  and 
across  this  table ;  and  the  first  condition  is,  that 
these  liberal  measures  which  have  been  so  much 
talked  about  shall  be  gone  on  with,  and  got  out 
of  the  road  as  speedily  as  possible.  That  is 
what  the  House  ought  to  be  doing  now,  instead 
of  wasting  time  over  a  discussion  about  this 
wretched  piece  of  paper.  The  document  is  in 
my  pocket  now,  and  out  of  that  it  shall  not  come 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  persons  concerned. 

Mr.  BROWN. — I  say  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  borne  out  everything  I  said — ^namely,  that 
a  correspondence  does  exist ;  and  this  House  is 
entitled  to  have  it,  because  it  deals  with  a  public 
matter.  I  think  every  member  of  this  House, 
even  the  Premier  himself,  will  agree  that  there 
should  be  no  private  and  confidential  correspond- 
ence between  him  and  private  members  with 
regard  to  public  matters.  Therefore  the  honor- 
able member  for  Newton  should  be  allowed  to 
lay  this  paper  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SWANSON.— I  certainly  shall  not.  The 
House  may  pass  as  many  resolutions  as  it  likes, 
but  it  will  not  compel  me  to  give  that  document 
up,  or  to  bum  it  either,  because  I  want  to  keep  it 
myself,  in  case  I  should  have  to  make  use  of  it 
hereafter. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST.— I  do  not  want  to  prolong 
this  discusssion,  but  I  should  like  to  know  whence 
the  earnest  desire  for  the  production  of  this 
document  springs.  Does  it  spring  from  members 
from  other  portions  of  the  colony  F  No  j  it  springs 
from  Auckland  members  alone ;  and  it  is  pain- 
ful to  think  that  those  who  talk  so  much  about 
wasting  time  are  the  very  gentlemen  who  are 
wasting  time  in  discussing  the  production  of 
a  document  of  which  they  have  already  got  an 
explanation. — (No,  no.) — I  would  take  the  word 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Newton  upon  that 
point,  in  preference  to  the  word  of  many  other 
people.  I  say  the  honorable  member  for  Waite- 
mata  gave  an  explanation  of  the  document.  It 
was  written,  I  believe,  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton,  and  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  ever 
gone  out  of  his  possession.  I  am  very  sorry  to 
see  this  loss  of  time.  It  is  a  most  painful  sight 
to  see  this  House  turned  into  a  sort  of  chamber 
of  inquisitorial  jurisdiction,  merely  to  discover 
something  which  the  honorable  member  for  Tua- 
peka  imagines  to  exist,  but  which  does  not.  It  is 
most  unwise  and  indecent  on  the  part  of  this  House 
to  take  such  a  course.  I  contend  that  the  view  set 
forth  by  the  honorable  member  for  Newton,  and 
which  was  indorsed  by  the  Premier,  is  correct, 
that  anything  that  is  to  be  done  under  this  pre- 
Mr,  Swanton 


cious  document  must  come  before  the  House  and 
receive  the  consent  of  the  House.  Why,  then, 
does  the  honorable  member  for  Tuapeka  desire  to 
see  this  document  ?  I  think  the  whole  proceed- 
ing is  most  unseemly. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— I  trust  this  resolution  wiU  be 
passed ;  and  the  reason  I  wish  it  is,  that  I  like  to 
see  all  things  done  in  this  House,  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  W. 
J.  Hurst)  says,  decently.  I  like  to  see  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  conducted  fairly  and  above- 
board:  I  like  to  see  the  representatives  of  the 
people  doing  their  business  in  an  honest  and 
straightforward  manner.  I  like  to  see  members 
who  may  think  it  right  to  band  themselves  to- 
gether in  order  to  obtain  justice  for  their  district 
act  fairly  in  the  light  of  day  and  aboveboard; 
and  I  do  not  like  to  see  them  acting  secretly 
and  hiding  their  actions.  Exception  has  been 
taken  to  the  word  "  correspondence,"  and  it  has 
been  said  that  there  is  no  correspondence  on  this 
subject.  I  think  the  Premier  is  perfectly  correct 
when  he  says  that  there  is  no  correspondence,  in 
the  usual  sense  of  the  word  ;  but  I  must  say,  if  a 
document  written  by  one  man,  and  initialled  by 
another  as  agreeing  with  its  contents,  does  not 
come  under  the  term  "correspondence  "  it  comet 
very  close  to  it.  It  was  very  hard  to  get  it  out 
of  Ministers  that  there  was  any  document  at  all. 
It  luid  to  be  dragged  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man—  the  Premier  —  the  other  evening  that  i 
memorandum  did  exist ;  and  I  think  those  who 
admit  that  such  is  the  case  ought  to  be  the  first 
to  desire  that  that  document"  should  have  the 
fullest  publicity  given  to  it.  I  appreciate  tbe 
stand  taken  up  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton  when  he  says  he  will  not  produce  the 
document  until  he  has  the  assent  of  the  parties 
to  it ;  and  that  assent  I  trust  that  the  !^emier 
will  give.  When  the  Premier  tella  us  that  this 
is  an  arrangement,  or  conversation,  or  under- 
standing entered  into  between  private  member?, 
I  think  he  makes  a  mistake.  He  should  rather 
have  said  that  it  is  an  arrangement  between 
members  representing  certain  districts  and  the 
Government  for  the  time  being.  This  documont 
ought  to  be  produced,  because  it  will  be  a  memo- 
rable document  in  the  future,  and  a  needful 
document  in  order  to  show  whether  the  promises 
contained  in  it  have  been  carried  out.  Tbe 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West  aayi 
this  is  an  indecent  proceeding  on  our  part.  I 
trust  he  is  not  going  to  lecture  us  upon  deoener, 
because  the  standard  of  political  decency  whidi 
he  sets  an  example  of  is  one  which  not  many 
decent  men  will  care  to  follow.  I  ask,  with  his;, 
where  is  this  to  eud  ?  Is  it  to  end  in  the  repre- 
sentatives of  every  district  in  the  colony  enterisf 
into  private  arrangements  with  the  Government 
to  get  what  they  think  right  for  their  districts? 
Is  it  to  end  in  the  representatives  of  every  district 
entering  into  agreementa  with  the  Gh)vemment 
by  which  they  are  to  get  some  money  for  their 
districts,  and  in  return  such  members  are  to  gin 
their  votes  to  the  Minister  P  Is  that  where  thm 
sort  of  thing  is  to  lead  us  P  I  apprehend  it  is ; 
and  I  understand  from  a  very  reliable  touree  that 
already  the  members  of  another  proTiocial  di»- 
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triot  are  about  to  enter  into  some  sort  of  similar 
arranjement  with  the  Goyernment  if  they  can  do 
so.  I  have  no  doubt  that  all  that  suavity  which 
characterizes  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  oc- 
cupy the  Gh)Temment  benches  will  be  exhausted 
in  getting  them  to  beliere  that  they  will  obtain 
what  they  say  is  due  to  them.  I  think  it  would 
have  been  better  if  this  document  had  been  pro- 
duced without  any  talk  :  but  it  appears  that  the 
GoTernment  have  now  dropped  all  that  suavity 
and  courtesy  which  used  to  distinguish  them 
when  meeting  the  House,  have  assumed  the  posi- 
tion of  leaders  of  the  House,  which  they  ought 
to  have  taken  up  long  ago,  and  refuse  to  pro- 
duce this  paper.  I  think  it  is  well  this  Com- 
uiittee  should  be  appointed,  because,  in  addi- 
tion to  this  document,  there  are  other  matters 
that  could  be  brought  forward  in  connection 
with  the  same  subject,  and  in  connection  with 
other  arrangements  or  memoranda.  The  Premier 
thinks  the  duties  of  the  Committee  should  extend 
further;  and  I  think  both  sides  of  the  House 
will  agree  with  him  that,  if  any  good  can  be 
gained  thereby,  the  powers  of  the  Committee 
should  be  extended.  I  do  not  want  to  shield  a 
wrong  act  done  by  any  GhoTcrnment  j  and,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  can  bring  any  case  of  cor- 
ruption against  the  previous  Government,  in  all 
fairness  let  him  put  his  finger  upon  it,  and  bring 
out  the  truth,  so  that  these  things  may  be  stopped. 
Wliat  we  say  now  is,  that  a  bargain  has  been 
made  in  a  hidden  and  covert  manner — a  manner 
which,  I  submit  with  the  greatest  respect,  the 
forms  of  this  House  do  not  allow  —  a  manner 
which  the  parliamentary  usages  of  this  country  do 
not  allow— a  covert  bargain  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  individual  members  of  the  House,  with 
respect  to  matters  affecting  the  finances  of  the 
country :  matters  which  ought  always  to  be 
brought  openly  before  the  House  itself,  and 
which  even  in  this  case  will  still  have  to  come 
before  tlie  House,  not  on  account  of  the  desire 
of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  parties  to 
this  deed,  but  because  tiie  forms  of  the  House 
require  it  to  be  done.  The  whole  thing  resolves 
itself  into  this :  that  a  bargain  has  been  made 
with  Ministers ;  and,  by  means  of  that  bargain, 
people  have  been  gained  over  to  their  side  who 
otherwise  would  not  have  gone  there.  I  trust 
that  the  Premier  and  Colonial  Treasurer  will  take 
the  statement  of  claims  of  the  Auckland  District 
from  the  hands  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton,  and  that  that  honorable  gentleman  will 
frame  the  balance-sheet ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  he 
will  do  it  justly  and  fairly:  but  I  maintain  that 
the  northern  part  of  this  colony  has  a  full  title 
to  the  justice  now  asked  to  be  extended  to  it, 
without  any  of  these  hidden  and  covert  acts  and 
bargains.  I  say  the  House  ought  to  affirm  the 
appointment  of  this  Committee,  and  ought  to  add 
to  its  powers  the  power  of  going  into  any  trans- 
actions by  the  present  Government  or  by  the 
previous  Government.  The  Premier  ought 
certainly  to  assent  to  that.  He  told  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunstan  the  other  evening  that 
there  was  a  certain  argument  used  by  him — by 
the  Premier. 
Mp.  hall.— No. 


Mr.  SPEIGHT.— Those  were  your  words.  I 
took  them  down  myself. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. I  certainly  did  not  use  those  words,  and 
did  not  intend  that  such  an  impression  should  be 
conveyed. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— All  I  can  say  is,  the  honor- 
able  gentleman  has  used  very  forcible  arguments 
in  this  matter  in  order  to  obtain  votes;  and  I 
can  only  hope  that,  as  he  has  now  gained  the 
votes  of  these  four  gentlemen,  he  will  keep  the 
promises  he  has  made  to  the  district. 

Mr.  STEWART.— Sir,  there  are  two  points 
involved  in  this  question  which  I  regard  as  of 
the  greatest  importance  as  affecting  the  purity 
and  independence  of  members  of  this  House. 
The  first  is,  whether  four  honorable  gentlemen 
have  leagued  together  for  the  purpose  of  accom- 
plishing a  common  object;  and  the  second  is, 
whether  those  parties  have  entered  into  a  com  pact 
with  the  Government  of  the  day  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  effect  to  the  object  for  which  they  have 
banded  together.  It  is  not  at  all  a  question 
whether  that  compact  has  been  entered  into  in 
writing.  That  I  regard  as  altogether  a  secondary 
consideration.  Whether  it  be  in  writing  or  not, 
I  submit  that,  if  a  distinct  agreement  has  been 
entered  into  by  four  members  of  the  Opposition 
that  in  consideration  of  their  four  votes  the  Go- 
vernment will  use  all  its  influence  to  secure  that 
a  certain  sum  of  money  shall  be  voted  in  a  par- 
ticular direction,  that  is  a  fraud  upon  this  House. 
If  anything  of  that  kind  has  b^n  done,  I  contend 
it  is  most  improper.  Something  has  been  said 
about  this  document  being  confidential.  If  so, 
then  I  say  that  is  the  strongest  evidence  of  fraud. 
The  very  secrecy  and  confidential  nature  of  the 
correspondence  shows  it  is  something  that  will 
not  stand  the  light  of  day — something  to  be 
given  effect  to  without  other  members  of  the 
House  being  aware  of  the  arrangement.  I  sub- 
mit that  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Newton  should  not  produce  this  docu- 
ment because  the  word  "  Confidential"  is  written 
across  it.  I  admit  that,  in  the  case  of  ordinary 
communications  between  private  gentlemen,  it 
would  be  dishonorable  and  improper  to  use  com- 
munications of  that  kind ;  but  is  it  to  be  said  that 
the  Government  of  the  day  can  enter  into  secret 
and  improper  arrangements  ?  I  do  not  say  that 
that  is  the  case  here,  but  I  am  simply  assum- 
ing it  to  be  the  case.  Is  it  to  be  said  that  the 
Government  of  the  day  can  enter  into  secret, 
improper,  and  fraudulent  arrangements 

Mr.  MURRAY. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Is 
the  word  *'  fraudulent "  in  order,  as  applied  to  any 
transaction  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able member  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  STEWART.— If  it  is  to  be  said  that  an 
arrangement  of  that  kind  can  be  concealed  by 
merely  using  the  word  "  confidential,"  it  will  not 
tend  to  anything  like  pure  and  honest  administra- 
tion. The  very  use  of  the  word  "  confidential " 
shows  clearly  that  the  communication  is  some- 
thing of  an  improper  nature.  With  regard  to 
the  statement  that  the  document  will  not  be 
produced  under  any  order  of  the  House,  I  believe 
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that  the  honorable  member  for  Newton  hai  a 
greater  respect  for  the  authoritj  of  the  Houie 
and  for  himself  than  to  allow  himself  to  attempt 
to  canr  out  any  such  threat.  He  is  a  member  of 
this  House,  aud,  whether  he  is  so  or  not,  he  is 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  House,  and  so  is 
ever/  document  he  has,  unless  it  is  privileged  in  the 
itrictlj  legal  sense,  and  not  in  accordance  with 
the  mere  whim  of  a  member  in  possession  of  a  docu- 
meut.  Something  has  been  said  by  the  Iionor- 
able  member  for  Auckland  City  Wast  (Mr.  W.  J. 
Hurst)  to  the  effect  that  there  is  an  earnest  desire 
to  proceed  with  the  business  of  this  House.  It 
is  ail  very  well  for  those  honorable  gentlemen  to 
Imrry  on  the  business  when  it  suits  themselves, 
but,  as  the  representative  of  another  part  of  the 
colony,  I  have  a  right  to  see  that  the  business  is 
carried  on  with  something  like  fair-play.  Because 
a  certaiu  number  of  honorable  gentlemen  like  to 
come  to  an  agreement  for  an  improper  purpose, 
is  that  purpose  to  be  given  effect  to,  and  every- 
thing else  to  be  thrown  aside  ?  An  arrangement 
of  that  kind  may  be  suitable  to  thoee  honorable 
gentlemen,  but  may  be  very  unsuitable  and  un- 
just  to  others  not  concerned  in  it.  What  has 
struck  me  throughout  this  discussion  is  the  ap- 
parent disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  produce  this  correspondence  or  allow 
it  to  be  used.  I  think  that  is  a  strong  indica* 
tion  that  they  are  athamed  of  something  they 
have  done.  If  not,  why  attempt  to  conceal  it  ? 
I  am  merely  judging  from  appearances.  The 
honorable  member  lor  Newton  is  apparently 
willing  that  it  should  be  produced;  but  the 
Government,  it  seems,  are  unwilling  that  it  should 
be  prod  uced .  With  regard  to  the  statement  of  the 
Premier  that  there  was  nothing  in  writing 

Mr.  HALL. — 1  beg  again  to  correct  the  honor- 
able gentleman.  I  never  said  so.  I  ask  whether 
it  is  in  order  for  the  honorable  member  to  repeat 
an  assertion  of  that  kind,  after  it  has  been  dis- 
tinctly contradicted. 

Mr!  STEWART.— I  was  about  to  explain  that 
I  did  not  mean  to  charge  the  Premier  with  stating 
so.  He  states  that  he  did  not  say  there  was  no- 
thing in  writing  on  the  subject.  I  believe  that, 
strictly  speaking,  he  is  correct ;  but  the  impres- 
sion unquestionably  left  on  my  own  mind,  and  on 
the  mind  of  nearly  every  other  member  of  this 
House,  was  that  there  was  notli.ng  iu  writing, 
because  the  Premier  said  if  there  wati  anything  in 
writing  the  Government  would  not  produce  it. 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  STEWART. —  I  accept  the  honorable 
gentleman's  denial.  Summarizing  the  position  of 
matters,  wo  have  here  a  Government  who  have 
entered  into  some  arrangement  with  four  mem- 
bers of  this  Hou«e  who  were  in  opposition,  which 
arrangement  the  Government  wish  to  conceal 
from  the  House.  That  I  think  will  be  admitted. 
Hoes  the  honorable  gentleman  deny  that  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
temata  has  stated  what  it  is. 

Mr.  STEWART.— Does  the  honorable  member 
wish  to  conceal  it  ? 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  STEWART.— Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber  is  willing  that  it  should  be  produced  ? 
Mr.  Stewart 


Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  STEWART.— It  is  very  difficult  to  know 
what  the  Government  are  prepared  to  do.  They 
are  willing  to  produce  it  now,  but  they  will  Tots 
against  its  production,  just  as  they  did  the  other 
day  when  they  went  over  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Newton  and  said  to  him,  "  You  must  rote 
against  it ;"  but  when  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton  said  *'  No,  I  wish  to  produce  it,"  there 
was  a  regular  stampede  to  this  side  of  the  House, 
which  swamped  the  division  against  themselves. 
I  think  it  would  be  consulting  the  dignity  of  the 
House  aud  the  honor  of  honorable  mem  ben  on 
the  Government  benches  if  they  produced  this 
document  or  sanctioned  its  production,  because  I 
am  certain  that,  whether  the  document  is  pro- 
duced or  not,  so  long  as  its  contents  are  unknown 
to  the  House,  the  great  majority  of  us  must 
labour  under  the  impression  that  there  is  souie- 
thing  improper  in  the  transaction  —  something 
of  which  those  honorable  gentlemen  are  airsid, 
and  something  of  which  this  House  would  feel 
ashamed.  I  trust  that  the  resolution  will  be 
agreed  to,  and  that  the  House  will  be  satisfied 
when  the  document  is  produced. 

Mr.  PYKE.— I  have  observed  with  feelings  of 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  that  the  Premier  has  a 
great  affection  for  me,  aud  I  can  assure  him  thst 
that  feeling  is  reciprocoL  I  have  a  great  affection 
for  him.  Perhaps  my  affection  for  him  is  greater 
than  his  affection  for  me.  To  prove  it,  I  will 
give  him  some  good  advice,  if  he  will  consent  to 
take  it.  My  advice  is  this  :  If  the  document  is 
so  harmless — if  there  is  nothing  in  it — it  may  be 
divulged  to  the  world.  Why  does  he  not  respond 
to  the  efforts  of  the  House  to  get  a  sight  of  it  ? 
I  take  everything  he  stated  to  us  for  granted.  I 
believe  it  is  a  most  innocent  document.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  anything  in  it  of  which  anj 
gentleman  need  be  ashamed,  or  anything  which 
Miuistci.^  need  be  ashamed  to  disclose;  aud  I 
think  it  is  most  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  the 
country  and  to  save  the  time  of  the  House,  that 
it  shoidd  be  produced.  Harmony  would  then  be 
restored  at  once.  I  do  not  think  men  can  deal 
with  a  million  of  the  public  money  and  write 
**  Confidential  **  across  the  document.  Why  re- 
fuse to  produce  this  innocent,  harmless,  non- 
injurious  document,  as  it  is  represented  to  be? 
Cannot  the  Premier  see  that  the  production  of 
this  document  would  at  once  restore  peace  to 
this  House  ?  It  would  satisfy  the  minds  of  the 
discontented  Auckland  members,  whose  honor 
is  endangered.  It  would  remove  the  aspersions 
cast  on  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West,  although  it  would  not  remove  them 
from  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  be- 
cause he  will  never  be  able  to  wipe  away  the 
aspersions  from  his  name  as  long  as  he  hves.  I 
know  the  honorable  member  for  Newton  woidi 
be  only  too  glad  to  produce  the  document.  Why 
does  not  the  Premier  allow  him  to  do  so  ?  Why 
resist  this,  aud  force  the  House  to  go  to  a  division 
on  the  subject?  I  really  would  like  some  ex- 
planation. I  cannot  understand  why  a  document 
which  Implicates  nobody,  which  does  not  commit 
the  Government  to  any  expenditure  of  publie 
money,  as   I  am    informed    by  the    honorable 
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gentleman  opposite,  should  be  so  seoretlj  with- 
held, and  marKed  "  Confidential/'  so  as  to  prevent 
one  of  the  most  honorable  men  in  this  House 
from  divulginfi^  the  contents.  As  to  the  word 
**  correspondence," — supposing  only  one  document 
passed  between  the  honorable  members  and  the 
GoTemroent,  I  take  it  that  that  would  be  cor- 
respondence. I  will  conclude  hj  asking  the 
Premier,  out  of  my  love  for  him  —  out  of  my 
desire  to  improve  his  position  in  this  House  as  an 
honest  politician — I  implore  him,  I  beseech  him 
to  produce  this  document  and  put  an  end  to  the 
trouble. 

Mr.  WHITAKER—In  the  old  days  the  early 
Christians  found  that  their  bitterest  persecutors 
were  those  who  deserted  the  faith.  I  find  that, 
whenever  any  question  is  raised  in  this  House 
having  reference  to  political  morality,  we  may 
expect  to  see  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  and  the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan  upon 
their  feet.  I  am  not  in  order,  I  presume,  in 
moving  an  amendment  upon  an  amendment ; 
but,  if  I  were,  I  would  like  to  move  that  all 
correspondence  or  verbal  communications  be- 
tween the  late  Government  and  those  two  honor- 
able members  having  reference  to  their  votes  on 
one  side  or  another  should  be  laid  on  the  table. 
No  doubt  we  should  then  have  satisfactory  reasons 
for  the  political  somersaults  those  honorable 
gentlemen  have  recently  performed.  My  main 
object  in  speaking  is  to  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  those  honorable  gentlemen  are  always 
upon  their  feet  when  any  of  those  questions  come 
before  the  House :  I  do  not  know  why,  except 
for  the  reason  I  first  stated. 

Mr.  PYKE.  —  I  have  spoken  less  than  any 
other  member  in  this  House. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  did  not  say  that  the 
honorable  member  spoke  more  than  anybody  else. 
I  only  said  that  we  might  have  some  explanation 
of  the  honorable  member's  somersaults. 

Mr.  PYKE.— I  call  the  honorable  member  to 
order.  He  does  not  know  what  he  is  speaking 
about.  I  have  made  no  somersault  in  this  House. 
I  have  only  done  as  the  Minister  of  Lands  did. 
He  voted  against  the  Atkinson  Government,  and 
within  ten  days  he  voted  against  the  Grey  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  fail  to  see  that  two 
wrongs  make  a  right.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
Minister  of  Lands  did,  but  I  know  what  the 
honorable  member  for  Bunstan  did.  If  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunstan  did  not  physic- 
ally turn  a  somersault  on  the  floor  of  the  House, 
he  did  so  morally  in  the  division  lobbies.  I 
think,  if  it  were  ordered  that  all  correspondence 
in  relation  to  political  circumstances  during  the 
last  few  years  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Tuapeka  would  find  themselves 
in  an  exceedingly  disagreeable  position.  Further 
than  that,  I  think  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  would  walk  into  one  lobby  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Tuapeka  into  the  other.  Honor- 
able members  have  no  right  to  drag  those  com- 
munications before  the  House.  Is  it  to  be  said 
that  Ministers  are  to  have  no  private  communica- 
tions— that  everything  they  do  and  say  is  to  be 


dragged  on  to  the  floor  of  the  House  ?  If  so,  I 
think  the  documents  which  have  passed  between 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  be 
very  instructive. 

Mr.  TOLE. — The  honorable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  has  endeavoured  to  laugh  us 
out  of  Court ;  and  no  doubt  his  jests  and  gestures 
may  have  afforded  a  little  amusement  to  honor- 
able members :  but  this  is  not  an  occasion  for 
merriment.  I  consider  that  a  very  great  scandal 
has  been  committed,  and  I  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  entirely  to  blnme  for  that  scandal.  The 
honorable  member  for  Newton,  as  I  understand , 
was  willing  to  lay  the  document  on  the  table  had 
it  not  been  marked  "  Confidential ;"  but  the  Go- 
vernment, so  as  to  make  it  a  sealed  book,  a  sealed 
compact — in  order  to  make  it  a  secret  arrange- 
ment— wrote  "  Confidential "  upon  it,  so  that  it 
might  be  locked  up  from  public  knowledge ;  there- 
by showing  that  there  must  be  somethmg  wrong 
in  the  document,  otherwise  that  word  would  not 
be  put  upon  it.  An  honorable  member  says  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  has  already 
given  us  the  whole  history  of  it.  If  that  be  so, 
then  it  is  no  longer  confidential.  I  say,  let  us 
have  the  document ;  let  the  whole  matter  come 
out.  The .  whole  population  demands  that  this 
should  be  done.  I  feel  myself  very  much  humi- 
liated indeed  in  the  position  I  occupy  as  an  Auck- 
land member.  I  could  not  have  acted  as  the 
honorable  members  referred  to  have  done.  I 
should  have  held  myself  bound,  by  a  compact  of 
integrity  to  the  people  who  had  sent  me  here, 
not  to  betray  my  allegiance  to  the  other  honorable 
members  from  my  district.  The  idea  would 
never  have  entered  my  mind  to  make  any  ar- 
rangement of  the  kind.  On  that  ground  I  think 
a  very  degrading  thing  indeed  has  been  done  by 
four  Auckland  members  entering  into  a  secret  and 
improper  arrangement,  which  is  one  of  the  ele- 
ments in  the  crime,  and  the  other  element  is  that 
the  Government  should  have  been  a  party  to  it. 
I  can  quite  conceive  that  the  Government  are  the 
people  who  have  done  this  —  that  the  overture 
made  came  not  quite  so  much  from  these  four 

fentlemen  as  from  the  Government  themselves, 
have  recently  been  reading  some  of  the  speeches 
made  during  the  Eden  election — ^not  my  speeches, 
I  may  say  —  I  was  reading  a  speech  made  by 
my  opponent,  in  which  there  is  this  paragraph  : 
Speaking  of  the  expenditure  of  the  colony,  he 
said, — 

"  There  has  been  an  expenditure  of  £9,000,000. 
I  think  it  must  be  admitted  on  all  sides  that  we 
have  not  had  our  share  to  the  extent  of  at  least 
£1,000,000." 

That  is  something  like  the  statement  made  by 
Mr.  McCosh  Clark  in  Auckland,  of  which  we 
have  heard.  The  gentleman  from  whose  speech 
I  am  now  quoting  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Government : — 

"  When  we  get  the  new  loan  I  should  propose 
that  this  difference  should  be  equalized.  We 
should  go  into  a  calculation,  and  show  what  we 
were  entitled  to  receive  upon  the  basis  of  these 
data,  and  have  ascertained  what  we  were  fairly 
entitled  to.  We  should  insist  upon  having  it. 
I  will  make  one  to  that,  if  you  return  me." 
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He  waa  not  returned ;  I  am  here  in  his  stead. 
That  honorable  gentleman  is  now  a  member 
of  the  OoTemroent  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  it  seems  to  me  likely  that 
the  proposfUs  or  orertures  made  bj  the  Govern- 
ment hare  emanated  from  him.  I  do  not  wish 
to  speak  disrespect  full  j  of  him  here,  any  more 
than  I  did  outside  this  House ;  but  I  beliere 
that  he  is  the  gentleman  who  has  induced  these 
four  members  to  leave  their  allegiance  to  their 
party,  and  destroy  the  confidence  which  was  re- 
posed in  them.  I  say  an  injustice  has  been  done 
to  the  people  of  Auckland.  Those  honorable 
gentlemen  knew  the  great  anxiety  which  the 
people  of  Auckland  felt  in  the  elections,  and 
especially  the  organization  called  the  Central 
Committee — they  knew  the  trouble  that  Com- 
mittee took  to  return  members  pledged  to  act 
together.  While  people  would  be  in  their  beds, 
those  gentlemen  would  be  going  over  the  rolls; 
and  the  great  desire  was,  that  repre<entatiTes 
should  be  sent  down  to  support  the  then  Govern- 
ment and  to  get  justice  for  Auckland.  They 
would  have  considered  it  a  great  scandal  for 
these  four  gentlemen  to  recede  from  the  rest  of 
their  party,  and  make  and  accept  overtures  of  a 
discreditable  kind.  A  good  deal  might  be  said ; 
but  I  shall  stop.  The  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  says  he  has  ambition.  Well,  I  am 
young,  and  I  have  made  ^eat  sacrifices  to  get 
into  this  House,  ]>ecunianly  and  otherwise.  I 
hare  made  great  sacrifices  for  my  party  and  for 
great  principles  ;  but  I  should  consider  that  my 
character  was  for  ever  blasted  had  I  entered  into 
a  corrupt  arrangement  of  this  kind.  I  hare  an 
ambition ;  but  I  am  content  that  that  ambition 
should  be  satisfied  by  climbing,  and  not  by 
creeping. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— T  think  it  incumbent  upon 
honorable  members  representing  other  parts  of  the 
colony  to  express  an  opinion,  as  well  as  the  mem- 
bers from  Auckland.  I  do  not  blame  honorable 
gentlemen  from  Auckland  who  have  adhered  to 
their  pledges  ;  but  I  will  sim})ly  give  my  opinion 
of  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  belonged  to 
our  party,  who  turned  away  from  us  and  entered 
into  this  compact.  A  number  of  honorable  mem- 
bers, speaking  of  these  honorable  gentlemen,  com- 
menced by  saying  that  they  felt  sorry.  I  do  not 
feel  at  all  sorry.  I  feel  an  aversion  for  these  gentle- 
men, because  I  consider  they  have  riolat^  that 
which  every  honorable  member  in  this  House  and 
every  man  should  always  hold  sacred — namely, 
their  word  of  honor.  Tlie  honorable  member  for 
Cheviot  says,  "  Oh  ! "  Perhaps  there  is  no  honor 
about  that  honorable  gentleman.  The  Govern- 
ment come  in  for  their  share  of  the  blame  in  this 
case.  Well,  I  believe  if  a  jury  were  sitting  on 
this  case  the  opinion  would  be  something  like  the 
opinion  given  by  the  foreman  of  a  jury  on  one 
occasion.  Foreman  :  "  Well,  gentlemen,  'two*n*t 
be  no  good  for  we  to  go  tal£m'.  'Tis  clear  we 
can't  possible  convince  one  another  that  way  so  as 
for  to  agree  on  our  werdict.  Six  for  guilty  and 
'arf-a-do«en  for  not  guilty.  'Adn't  we  be«t  toss 
up?"  It  appears  to  me,  as  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment is  concerned,  and  as  far  as  the  late  Govern- 
ment is  concerned,  if  we  are  to  believe  aU  we  hear, 
Mr.  Tole 


it  is  simply  a  question  of  "itoss'  up."  Bat  there 
is  this  much  to  be  said  of  the  preceding  Qorem" 
ment — and  it  is  a  strong  point :  that  if  thej  had 
made  such  promises  and  granted  such  conoes- 
siont,  even  without  reducing  them  to  writing,  they 
would  have  been  a  Government  to-day.  When 
the  question  was  put  to  the  honorable  member  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  the  other  day  on  the 
subject,  his  answer  was  one  of  equivocation.  If 
he  had  said  there  was  a  memorandum,  and  that 
it  had  been  initialled  by  himself;  that,  so  hr 
as  the  public  parse  was  concerned,  it  was  con- 
served ;  that,  if  Auckland  in  the  past  suffered  an 
injustice,  justice  would  be  now  done,  and  that  that 
had  been  reduced  to  writing — ^if  he  had  adopted 
that  plan  we  should  not  be  debating  this  question 
now.  It  was  only  when  the  division  was  called 
for,  and  when  that  honorable  gentleman  went 
and  asked  the  political  renegades  of  Auckland 
how  they  were  going  to  vote,  and  they  t(^d  him, 
"We  are  going  to  vote  for  the  resolution" — it 
was  only  then  that  the  Government  changed  their 
minds,  and  went  into  the  lobby  with  our  party. 
The  honorable  member  for  Newton  said  he  was 
willing  to  produce  the  paper — that,  so  &r  as  he 
was  concerned,  there  was  nothing  to  keep  back, 
and  that  he  would  vote  for  the  production  of  the 
paper.  I  do  not  see  that  we  are  likely  to  gain 
any  benefit  by  keeping  up  this  debate.  The 
honorable  member  for  Newton  is  ready  to  pro- 
duce the  paper — if  honorable  members  chose  to 
read  it  he  would  show  it  to  them  privately  ;  but, 
until  the  Government  withdrew  the  word  "  con- 
fidential," he  was  not  at  liberty  to  produce  it 
in  the  House.  Such  being  the  case,  the  only 
thing  we  can  do  is  to  give  exprossion  to  our 
opinion  on  the  subject.  I  will  say  this  much — 
and  I  do  not  think  I  am  committing  a  breadi 
of  fiaith  in  saying  so :  that  there  is  something  in 
that  document  which  was  not  mentioned  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata.  There  is 
something  in  it  about  giving  money  for  school- 
buildings  or  for  schools  in  Auckland.  Well,  if 
money  is  to  be  devoted  to  schools  and  school- 
buildings  in  the  Auckland  District — if  the  people 
of  Auckland  have  been  neglected  in  that  respect 
and  require  more  schools,  there  is  no  hann  in 
that.  There  is  no  breach  of  faith  whatever  in  my 
saying  that  this  is  one  of  the  questions  referred 
to  in  this  memorandum.  There  is  a  large  popu- 
lation on  the  West  Coast.  They  have  also  been 
neglected  as  regards  schools  and  money  for  school- 
buildings,  and  are  exceptionally  situated.  We 
are  told  that  promises  have  been  made,  and  that 
the  Government  intend  to  do  something  with 
regard  to  Auckland.  I  would  insist  upon  the 
Government  having  a  table  compiled  shovrii^  the 
amount  of  money  that  has  been  spent  in  each 
provincial  district,  and  also  showing  what  reve- 
nue has  been  derived  from  each  of  those  districts. 
When  we  get  that,  we  shall  all  have  a  fair  start. 
Let  us  all  start  upon  a  fair  footing.  I  do  not 
want  Auckland  to  occupy  the  position  of  tbe 
parson  of  a  congregation  a  hundred  miles  from 
Liverpool.  A  vessel  had  been  wrecked,  and  when 
the  news  came  that  tbe  wreckage  was  washed 
ashoro  the  church  congregation  made  a  move- 
ment in  the  direction  of  the  ^ore.    Tbe  panoo 
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from  the  pnlpit  said,  "  Stop.  I  command  yon  to 
stop."  Very  well,  the  people  did  stop :  and  when 
the  parson  got  to  the  door,  he  said,  "  Now,  follow 
jour  pastor,"  and  commenced  running  down  the 
church jard  before  they  could  get  a  start.  That 
is  the  start  the  people  of  Auckland  will  haye. 
If  we  do  not  put  a  stop  to  this  sort  of  thing 
we  shall  be  in  the  position  of  the  parson  and 
his  flock.  Let  us  all  have  a  fair  start.  When 
we  hare  this  table  compiled — and  I  hope  the  Go- 
yemment  will  haye  it  compQed — let  the  money 
be  diyided  pro  rat  A  in  each  provincial  district 
that  has  been  in  any  way  neglected.  If  that  is 
done  we  shall  then  haye  an  equitable  arrange- 
ment. We  shall  also  haye  this  fact :  that  it 
was  the  four  Auckland  members  who  brought  it 
about.  Through  them  it  could  be  said  we  haye 
got  a  document  which  forced  the  Ch>Temment 
and  the  representatiyes  of  the  people  to  do  jus- 
tice alike  to  each  proyincial  district  in  the  colony. 
I  am  not  on  this  occasion  speaking  on  this  sub- 
ject as  a  party  question.  In  what  I  am  saying, 
whether  for  or  against  the  6K>yemment,  I  am 
saying  what  I  believe  to  be  correct.  What  I 
haye  against  the  OoTemment  is  this  fact:  Be- 
fore going  into  this  question,  wo  heard  from  the 
Gt>yernment  that  they  were  proposing  to  do  away 
with  the  miners'  franchise  at  the  end  of  this  year. 
We  had  held  up  to  us  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Geraldine  conceired  to  be  a  beautiful 
picture ;  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  looked  upon  by 
other  cdlonies  in  the  same  light.  I  hare  always 
considered  that  rats  were  yermin,  and  I  believe 
they  are  looked  upon  as  vermin  by  every  person ; 
but  we  had  a  picture  drawn  the  other  night  that 
political  rats  were  conducive  to  good  government 
m  New  Zealand.  We  had  a  picture  drawn  of 
these  four  honorable  gentlemen  who  broke  their 
pledges  to  their  party  and  betrayed  them,  having 
done  a  good  thing  for  the  colony,  and  were  told 
that  in  days  to  come  their  names  would  be  re- 
vered ;  we  should  find  monuments  erected  to  their 
memory  in  the  large  centres  of  population  and  in 
the  Auckland  District  particularly.  With  all  his 
eloquence,  and  with  all  the  arguments  he  used, 
there  is  nothing  in  my  mind  so  despicable  as  for 
gentlemen,  without  a  cause  and  without  some' 
good  reason,  to  desert  their  party,  or  simply  sell 
their  party,  as  these  Auckland  members  have 
done.  No  argument  will  convince  me  that  that 
was  right.  We  also  know  that  one  portion  of 
the  compact  was — it  cannot  be  denied — that  one 
Auckland  member  of  this  House  was  to  have  a 
seat  on  those  benches.  That  was  one  portion 
of  the  compact.  Now,  who  is  the  man?  I 
believe  the  honorable  member  for  Newton 
strictly  insisted  on  himself  being  exempted,  and 
we  heard  from  the  honorable  member  for  Waite- 
mata  that  he  would  not  take  it.  Like  the  Oomish- 
man  who  took  a  piece  of  meat  home,  he  said, 
**  I  will  not  have  it ;  my  wife  can't  eat  it :  give 
it  away.'*  That  is  generally  spoken  of  as  the 
Oomishman's  gift ;  and  this  ofier  of  a  portfolio 
was  treated  in  the  same  way.  The  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  would  not  take  it,  and 
the  Gk>yemment  dare  not  give  it  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  West ;  I  am  sure  they 
will  not  dare  to  give  it  to  him.    There  will  be 
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an  end  to  all  good  government  if  portfolios  are 
going  to  be  held  up  as  a  bait  to  any  gentlemen 
who  will  betray  their  party  or  their  constituency. 
I  hope  the  Hall  Government  will  not  go  so  far  as 
that,  at  any  rate — that  they  will  not  create  any  of 
those  four  honorable  gentlemen  members  of  the 
Government.  A  great  deal  was  said  about  the 
honorable  member  for  Geraldine  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunstan ;  but  I  say  at  once  I 
should  have  loft  my  party  if  either  of  these 
gentlemen  had  been  given  seats  on  the  Treasury 
benches.  That  is  the  position  I  take  up.  It  is 
neither  right  nor  sound  in  principle  that  Gbvem- 
ments  should  be  so  constituted.  Now,  I  ask,  is  it 
fair  that  for  four  weeks  the  government  of  the 
country  should  be  held  back  and  the  business  of 
the  House  stopped — that  these  gentlemen  should 
have  been  assisting  us  to  stop  proceedings  until 
we  got  a  Gx>vemment  on  those  benches  which 
we  considered  would  meet  with  the  support  of 
Liberals  and  of  two-thirds  of  the  people  of  the 
country — and  all  for  such  a  result  ?  They  were 
with  us,  they  acted  with  us,  they  voted  with  us, 
and  were  in  our  confidence  to  the  very  end — until 
victory  was  actually  within  our  grasp — and  then 
we  found  they  had  left  us  without  any  cause. 
From  the  moment  I  gave  my  last  vote  with  the 
Grey  Ministry  I  was  a  free  man ;  yet  not  one  of 
those  gentlemen  who  have  left  us  did  not  do  the 
same  as  I  did.  They  came  to  the  caucuses,  en- 
tered into  the  discussions,  and  not  only  talked, 
but  held  up  their  hands  in  favour  of  the  adop- 
tion of  certain  courses ;  agreed  that  conferences 
should  be  kept  strictly  secret ;  entered  into  the 
compact  by  which,  as  it  were,  we  gave  up  our 
individual  independence — trusted  our  votes  into 
the  hands  of  certain  members  who  were  to  carry 
out  what  were  our  wishes,  each  of  whom  held 
five  votes  of  the  party :  in  fact  they  acted  with 
us  fully  up  to  the  last  moment.  Well,  I  regret, 
for  one,  that  I  did  on  that  occasion  place  my 
vote  in  the  hands  of  those  honorable  gentlemen, 
especially  when  one  of  them  was  a  man  who 
would  betray  us.  I  will  take  care  never  to  do 
it  again.  I  much  regret  that  these  gentlemen 
should  have  placed  themselves  in  the  position  they 
have  done.  Had  they  come  to  us  two  or  three 
weeks  ago,  and  said,  *'  Well,  we  fail  to  see  that  it 
is  any  use  fighting  for  or  with  you  any  lonffer : 
we  are  very  sorry,  but  for  the  good  of  Auckhuad 
and  the  rest  of  New  Zealand  we  must  leave  your 
party,"  I  should  have  said  they  crossed  the  floor 
as  honorable  men.  But  what  do  we  find  ?  The 
honorable  member  for  Marsden  I  certainly  excuse 
to  a  great  extent.  The  honorable  gentleman  was 
elected  to  support  Sir  George  Grey;  and  Sir 
George  Ghrey  told  us  the  other  night  that,  when  his 
Government  were  beaten  that  honorable  gentle- 
man went  to  him  and  asked  to  be  relieved  from 
his  obUgation,  saying,  *'  I  have  come  to  ask  what 
is  my  position  now.  I  was  returned  to  support 
you ;  but  now  am  I  not  free  P  "     Sir  George 

Captain  COLBECK. — As  a  matter  of  personal 
explanation,  I  may  say  I  was  not  returned  to 
support  Sir  George  Grey.  I  was  returned  to 
support  Sir  George  Grey  in  a  particular  vote  of 
want  of  confldence. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honorable  gentleman  has 
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borne  out  every  word  I  said.  If  be  came  bere  to 
support  Sir  Q-eorge  Grey  on  a  no-confidence  Tote, 
he  was  returned  to  support  Sir  George  Q-rey. 

Hon.  Membbbs. — No,  no. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  am  surprised  to  bear  bonor- 
able  gentlemen  say  "No,  no.  However,  he  asked 
his  position,  and  Sir  G^eorge  Q-rey  replied,  •*  You  are 
free.  You  have  done  wliat  you  agreed  to  do,  and 
are  therefore  now  at  liberty  to  use  your  own  judg- 
ment." How  did  he  use  his  judgment?  He  re- 
mained one  of  the  party  still.  He  acted  with  the 
party,  and,  if  the  divieion-lists  are  looked  up,  it 
will  be  seen  that  he  voted  with  the  party  when 
our  leader  raised  party  questions.  He  was,  in 
fact,  one  of  the  party  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
and  I  regret  the  course  be  has  taken.  As  regards 
the  honorable  member  for  Newton,  perhaps  it 
is  presumptuous  for  me,  a  young  member  of  the 
House,  to  criticise  what  has  been  done  by  so  old 
a  member  as  himself;  but  he  will  pardon  me  if  I 
say  that  I  excuse  him  because  it  is  the  first  time 
— it  is  the  first  fall  from  a  very  high  pedestal.  He 
has  been  an  honorable  member  of  this  House 
for  many  years,  he  has  earned  for  himself  a  well- 
known  name  and  a  ^ood  name,  and,  this  being  his 
first  fall,  we  must  simply  gild  it  over  :  therefore, 
I  gild  over  the  action  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton.  Now  I  come  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst), 
and  I  must  say,  at  the  outset,  that  his  action 
has  not  shaken  my  opinion  of  him  in  the  least. 
Wherever  I  find  a  gentleman  of  an  oily  tongue 
and  a  plausible  manner,  I  watch  him  closely. 
I  have  watched  the  honorable  member  closely 
from  first  to  last,  and  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  about  him.  From  the  beginning  to  the 
end  he  was  enthusiastic  in  the  support  of  our 
party :  indeed,  be  went  further  than  any  other 
honorable  member  did.  I  believe  he  went  so  far 
as  to  enlist  the  fair  sex  in  our  behalf :  I  am  told 
that  one  of  the  fair  sex  on  our  side  went  to  the 
wife  of  another  honorable  member  who  was  said 
to  be  wavering,  and  endeavoured  to  work  for 
us — and  this  is  the  way  the  Parliament  of  New 
Zealand  and  the  government  of  the  country  is 
being  carried  on.  1  he  honorable  member  for  Grey 
and  Bell  spoke  about  the  female  franchise  being 
granted.  Well,  when  I  find  a  single  individual 
going  in  for  that,  or  engaged  in  running  after 
the  fair  sex,  I  generally  think  it  is  a  serious  case, 
and  I  am  inclined  to  think,  if  the  help  of  the  fair 
sex  is  being  enlisted  on  any  side,  it  is  a  serious 
case  with  tliat  side.  The  honorable  gentleman 
who  sought  to  employ  the  fair  sex  on  our  side 
has  deceived  (lint  sex  as  well  as  our  side.  The 
fact  of  the  matter  is  this  :  that  a  portfolio,  having 
been  held  out  at  t)ie  distance,  has  tempted  the 
honorable  gentleman.  There  is  no  excuse  for  the 
honorable  gentleman.  Every  one  must  remem- 
ber the  plausible  speech  he  made  when  seconding 
the  Address  in  Keply ;  and  we  cannot  forget  the 
speech  he  made  last  Thursday  night  week,  when 
he  challenged  the  Government  to  bring  on  the 
w'ant-of-confidence  debate — when  he  told  the  Go- 
Tcmnient  they  were  stopping  the  business  of  the 
country,  and  that  they  should  leave  those  benches 
at  once,  even  though  the  lasso  had  to  be  used : 
yet  we  find  that  lionorable  gentleman,  within 
Mr.  Seddon 


I  two  or  three  days  thereafter,  as  soon  m  ever 
'  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  held  up  a 
I  portfolio  in  the  distance,  saying  be  will  "  speak 
to  Mr.  Swanson "  about  deserting  us,  "  becaose 
I  there  is  something  in  it."  Of  course  there  was 
I  something  in  it,  although  we  find  that  though 
I  a  document  was  read  to  him  he  knows  nothing 
about  it.  Is  there  nothing  in  it  about  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West  havine  a 
seat  on  those  benches  P  I  should  have  asked  that 
question  when  he  was  speaking,  had  I  not  been 
afraid  that  I  should  have  been  ruled  oat  of  order. 
Sir,  he  has  grossly  deceived  this  p^rty.  Why, 
I  believe  I  have  ground  of  actjion  for  asaaolt 
against  that  honorable  gentleman.  When  the  cau- 
cus was  held — I  do  not  think  I  am  betrayingany 
secrets— at  which  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
temata proposed  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  I  wanted  to  know  why  it  was  we  were 
deposing  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
our  late  leader.  I  said  I  had  seen  nothing  to  lead 
me  to  vote  for  his  being  deposed,  and,  nnleas  it 
was  done  with  his  sanction  and  consent,  I  should 
not  follow  any  other  leader.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  West  at  once  caught  bold 
of  my  coat-tail  and  whispered,  "Do  not  say  a 
word  about  it.  There  is  a  split  in  the  party. 
Some  of  the  Otago  members  who  are  comiI:^;  wiU 
not  do  so  unless  he  resigns."  I  said  what  I  had  to 
say,  though,  in  spite  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 
But  the  honorable  gentleman's  enthusiasm  will  be 
understood,  when  i  state  that  on  that  occasion  be 
actually  tore  the  coat-tails  of  one  of  his  colleagues. 
We  made  a  mistake  on  that  occasion  in  changing 
our  leader.  If  we  had  not  done  so,  we  should  not 
have  been  in  the  position  we  are  now  in ;  and 
therefore  I  do  not  feel  so  sorry  as  some  hcmOTable 
gentlemen  have  said  they  do.  As  to  the  leader- 
ship, it  is  true  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  got  up  and  spoke  in  favour  of  Sir 
George  Grey  being  leader,  and  he  uttered  senti- 
ments which  I  thoroughly  agreed  with  ;  but  later 
the  honorable  gentleman  changed  his  mind  and 
proposed  Mr.  Macandrew.  He  did  not  say  it  was 
a  matter  of  expediency,  but  a  matter  of  necessi^. 
I  think  it  was  unfair  that  the  honorable  geutie- 
man  should  get  up  and  tell  us  what  was  done 
between  himself  and  the  late  Premier.  He  did 
not  give  us  sufficient  information  to  enable 
us  to  come  to  a  conclusion  whether  such  took 
place  before  the  last  want-of-confidence  vote  was 
taken,  or  afterwards.  If  before,  it  places  the 
late  Premier  in  a  very  peculiar  position,  because 
he  had  a  full  Ministry  at  the  time,  and,  if  any 
one  were  taken  in,  some  of  his  then  colleagues 
would  have  had  to  make  room  for  the  hooor^ 
able  member  for  Waitemata.  If  it  took  place 
afterwards,  it  should  be  simply  treated  as  a  matter 
of  conversation  between  the  two.  At  all  events, 
whether  it  took  place  before  or  after,  it  does 
not  say  much  for  the  judgment  of  our  late  leader 
or  otur  present  leader,  because  we  have  the  older 
members  having  advantage  over  the  younger  ones 
on  this  occasion.  We  now  have  the  past  histoty 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  in  this 
direction,  and  we  find  it  has  repeated  itself  on 
this  occasion.  The  previous  conduct  of  the  hoo<v- 
able  member  has   not  been  such  as  to  recom- 
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mend  him  either  for  Premier  or  for  Treasurer. 
I  say  that  is  so.  That,  in,  itself,  to  my  mind, 
shows  a  want  of  judgment,  and  unfitness  either 
to  he  Treasurer  or  Premier,  or  to  hold  any  posi-« 
tion  on  the  QoTemmeut  henches  of  this  colony. 
Now,  Sir,  Miss  Braddon  wrote  a  work,  and  it  was 
called  "The  TraQ  of  the  Serpent."  Well,  Sir, 
the  trail  of  the  serpent  down  about  the  lobbies  of 
this  House  could  be  well  defined  by  the  breadth 
of  its  trail.  There  is  something  melodramatic 
about  the  attitude  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata.  When  he  commenced  telling  the 
secrets  of  the  party  and  talked  about  putting  away 
the  Premiership  and  the  Treasurership,  he  re- 
minded me  very  much  of  a  little  animal,  a  native 
of  America,  which  has  the  peculiar  knack,  when 
jammed  in  a  corner,  of  emitting  an  offensive  odour. 
The  backwoodsmen  of  America  hate  it.  As  to 
any  honorable  member  who  commits  a  breach  of 
confidence  in  the  manner  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  has  been  guilty  of,  we 
most  look  upon  him  with  the  same  repugnance 
the  backwoodsmen  of  America  do  upon  the  little 
animal  to  which  I  have  referred.  To  complete 
the  dramatic  efiect  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata  wished  to  produce,  he  ought  to 
have  said,  "  I  die  for  my  country,"  and  then 
fallen  back.  Then  a  monument  to  his  memory 
would  have  been  erected  in  Auckland,  and  the 
brass  inscription  on  it  would  simply  have  been, — 
Here  lies  Beader  Wood,  encased  in  wood : 
When  alire  he  sold  the  Liberal  cause  for  Auckland's  good. 

Well,  Sir,  I  say  that  he  has  done  no  good  to 
that  cause.  He  has  done  a  deal  of  harm  to  the 
Liberal  cause,  and  has  created  a  feeling  of  mis- 
trust among  our  party.  There  are  with  us  men 
of  different  views  as  regards  small  questions, 
but  amongst  whom  on  the  one  question  of  liberal 
measures  there  is  no  dissension.  But  we  find 
there  is  now  a  disunion — a  feeling  of  mistrust 
amongst  honorable  members.  I  believe  those 
honorable  members  on  the  Government  side  of 
the  House  mistrust  the  Government,  because 
they  do  not  know  how  many  of  these  secret 
arrangements  may  be  in  existence.  The  atmo- 
sphere is  cloudy  with  them.  We  hear  about 
the  Nelson  members,  that  they  have  a  compact 
entered  into.  We  have  more  than  that.  The 
Premier  himself  telU  this  House  that  he  wishes 
it  to  inquire  into  all  the  promises  made  by  the 
late  Government,  if  it  insists  on  having  this  par- 
ticular document  produced.  From  the  statement  s 
made  about  the  Auckland  members,  from  what 
has  been  stated  by  the  Premier  and  the  Press, 
the  sooner  we  have  it  the  better.  If  it  is  shown 
that  the  Government  of  the  country  is  to  be 
built  upon  this  rotten  foundation,  then  I  say 
the  sooner  we  go  back  to  our  constituencies  the 
better.  I  shall  go  in  and  support  those  liberal 
Bills,  and  then,  when  we  pass  them,  let  us  have 
a  dissolution,  and  let  the  people  send  back  men 
to  represent  them  who  will  not  have  to  go  on 
their  knees  to  ask  for  justice  to  be  done  to  their 
districts,  and  who  will  cot  do  that  which  is 
neither  right  nor  just.  I  say  it  is  only  right  and 
just  that  this  discussion  should  have  taken  place. 
It  will  do  an  immense  deal  of  good.  It  will  have 
this  effect :  that  no  Gtgvemment,  for  the  future, 


will  do  what  it  appears  has  been  done  on  this 
occasion,  because,  whichever  way  you  look  at  it, 
I  feel  there  mu&t  be  something  more  than  is 
known,  or  else  the  GU)vemment  would  say,  "  Pro- 
duce the  document  and  end  the  debate."  At 
all  events,  the  debate  will  have  this  effect :  that 
honorable  gentlemen  who  belong  to  a  party  will 
not  in  future  do  what  those  honorable  members 
have  done.  If  there  are  any  waverers  on  our  side 
of  the  House,  let  them  leave  us  at  once.  I  shall 
stand  here,  and  know  then  that  I  have  men  by 
my  side  fighting  for  a  principle,  and  know  I  can 
depend  on  those  men  when  occasion  requires.  If 
there  are  any  falterers  on  our  side,  the  sooner 
they  cross  over  to  the  Government  side  of  the 
House  the  better.  I  cannot  conclude  by  fitter 
language  than  that  expressed  by  a  countryman  of 
my  own,  when  he  spoke  of  a  friend  who  had 
betrayed  him.  On  passing  him  by,  the  same  as 
I  hope  every  honorable  man  will  pass  those 
honorable  members  by  outside  the  House — it  is 
the  only  way  in  which  you  can  show  your  ab- 
horrence of  their  conduct — my  country  poet  used 
language  which  well  applies  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata.  He  said,  **  There  he  sits 
— glib  of  tongue,  soulless,  untruthful,  therefore 
dangerous :  eschew  him  as  ye  would  a  viper." 
When  an  honorable  gentleman  of  this  House  does 
the  same  thing  as  this  person,  we  ought  to  treat 
him  in  a  like  manner,  because  in  doing  what  he 
did  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  be- 
trayed his  friends. 

Captain  COLBECK.  —  Under  other  circum- 
stances I  should  have  considered  my  inability  and 
disinclination  to  speak ;  but  the  time  has  come 
when  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  the  ques- 
tion at  issue  has  not  been  fairly  put.  The  reason 
why  the  four  Auckland  members  have  left  the 
Auckland  party  and  have  joined  the  Government 
is,  because  we  Knew  well  that  there  was  no  party 
strong  enough  in  that  so-called  Opposition  to 
form  a  Ck)vemment.  Of  my  own  knowledge,  I 
know  that  there  were  four  Premiers  proposed,  and 
a  sufiicient  number  of  gentlemen  opposed  to  every 
one,  which  reduced  each  of  the  four  below  the 
position  that  our  late  leader  held.  They  talk 
about  desertion  of  party.  What  did  they  do? 
They  deserted  the  only  possible  leader  of  the 
party.  Sir  George  Grey  must  himself  confess 
that  the  words  I  used  to  him  were  fair  and  rea- 
sonable :  "  Sir  George,  your  party  have  shunted 
you,  and  consequently  I  am  freed  from  my 
allegiance  to  that  party."  Had  honesty  been 
exercised  towards  Sir  George  Grey,  we  should 
have  been  in  the  position  to  carry  forward  the 
husines")  of  the  country  with  credit  to  the  party ; 
but,  when  they  talk  about  political  iramorulity, 
they  do  not  tell  the  House  that  they  deserted 
the  only  man  they  were  sent  to  support.  Is  it 
fair  they  should  turn  round  on  me,  who  never 
voted  at  any  of  their  caucuses  ?  I  simply  dis- 
approved of  their  course. 

Hon.  Mbmbees. — No,  no. 

Captain  COLBECK. — I  aimply  disapproved, 
by  my  conduct,  of  their  action.  I  came  to  the 
only  chief  whom  I  recognized  and  asked  for 
liberty  to  do  what  I  thought  proper.  It  has 
been  said  that  tre  might  have  had  the  same  jus- 
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ticc  from  the  present  Opposition  that  we  should 
get  from  the  Ministry.  Bat  what  was  the 
good  of  asking  for  that  justice  from  them,  when 
they  had  no  power  to  grant  it  ?  The  whole  party 
was  broken  up.  If  we  had  stayed  with  them,  the 
administration  of  affairs  could  not  hare  gone  on. 
A  party  is  no  party  which  is  broken  into  shreds 
and  fragments.  And  they  want  to  put  it  before 
the  country  that  I  am  a  '^  rat."  I  am  only  proud 
to  be  such  a  "  rat."  It  is  not  fair  to  the  people  who 
sent  us  here,  to  prerent  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try being  proceeded  with.  We  came  here  to  make 
laws,  and  to  do  our  duty  to  the  country,  and  the 
action  taken  by  the  present  Opposition  is  not 
fair,  reasonable,'  or  just.  Yet  men  can  talk  about 
the  injustice  of  the  actions  of  men  who  come  over 
to  the  Ministry,  when  they  themseWes  violate 
every  pledge  given,  and  have  deserted  the  only 
man  who  could,  or  ever  will,  lead  them.  I  left 
my  Auckland  party,  they  say.  Why  ?  Because 
we  are  determined  the  work  of  the  country  shall 
go  on.  And  then  they  state  that  they  shall  vote 
aeainst  every  thing  for  the  good  of  Auckland! 
This  is  their  sense  of  justice,  of  what  is  due  to  their 
constituencies !  I  say  the  action  we  have  taken 
has  not  been  taken  with  a  view  to  adyancing 
our  own  interests,  or  because  the  Government  has 
bought  us  in  a  manner  that  could  be  considered 
discreditable.  We  simply  asked  that  justice 
should  be  done  to  the  whole  of  the  colony.  That 
justice  has  been  promised,  and  we  did  nothing  of 
which  we  need  be  ashamed. 

Major  HARRIS. — In  standing  up  to  address 
this  large  assemblage,  I  do  so  feeling  that  I  am 
wholly  unprepared.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  in- 
duced to  refer  to  some  of  the  remarks  that  have 
fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden. 
I  think  I  ought  not  to  sit  still  and  listen  to  the 
imputations  which  have  been  made  against  the 
party  to  which  I  consider  I  hare  still  the  honor 
to  belong.  The  statements  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Marsden  have  been  against  us 
and  showing  up  our  secrets,  and  I  shall  therefore 
address  the  few  remarks  I  have  to  make  to  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden. 
If  any  persons  know  him  well,  it  is  some  of  us 
who  have  come  down  from  Auckland  with  him. 
And  we  know  him  better  than  other  honorable 
members  of  the  House,  who  had  no  previous 
knowledge  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  I  say 
this :  that  from  the  day  I  first  landed  in  Wel- 
lington until  this  day  I  never  had  confidence  in 
that  honorable  gentleman.  I  have  been  ou  the 
most  friendly  terms  with  him,  but  I  wish  to 
eipose  nothing  but  what  is  of  a  public  nature. 
I  do  not  wish  to  speak  of  him  in  his  private 
capacity.  In  private  life  I  believe  he  is  a 
thorough  gentleman.  I  should  say  that  from 
the  day  I  landed  here  I  never  had  any  confidence 
in  him  as  a  man  who  would  stick  to  us  through 
thick  and  thin. — ("Oh,  oh!"  and  laughter.) — I 
mean  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  when  our  ranks 
are  thinned.  That  is  what  I  mean.  I  had  no 
confidence  in  that  gentleman  sticking  to  us  when 
our  ranks  were  thinned.  I  knew  well — as  well 
as  at  this  moment — that,  as  long  as  you  dangled 
out  the  Kaipara  Railway  before  that  honorable 
gentleman,  be  could  not  refuse  voting.  Hie 
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honorable  gentleman  opposite  has  danced  that 
before  him  in  the  same  way  as  carrota  are  dangled 
before  a  horse.  After  that,  I  shall  have  dona 
nwith  my  remarks  on  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Marsden.  I  shall  now  turn  round 
on  a  few  of  our  acquaintances  —  I  do  not  caU 
them  friends.  I  take  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata,  for  instance.  He  is  one  in  whom  I 
placed  the  most  implicit  confidence.  I  did  so 
simply  because  I  did  not  know  him.  I  find  out 
since  that  I  should  not  have  done  so ;  but,  being  a 
young  member,  and  unacquainted  with  the  ndes 
of  the  House,  I  certainly  did  place  reliance  in 
him.  I  say  I  was  deceived,  and  thoroughly 
deceived.  My  district  has  been  disgraced,  Auck- 
land has  been  disgraced,  but,  thank  goodness,  not 
by  me,  but  by  those  I  placed  confidence  in,  and 
who  would  have  us  crawl  to  a  Ministry  if  we 
want  anything  from  them.  We  placed  every 
confidence  in  this  gentleman.  We  elected  bim 
as  one  of  ten  to  carry  matters  through  and  take 
advantage  of  anything  that  might  occur;  and 
what  do  we  find  ?  That,  while  we  repoaed  confi- 
dence in  this  gentleman,  he  was  making  terms  for 
himself  and  three  others  who  joined  with  him  to 
deceive  us.  We  have  been  deceived.  We  fioal 
that  we  have  been  deceived ;  and  if  I  did  not  give 
expression  to  my  feelings  I  should  not  be  doing 
justice  to  the  constituents  I  represent,  or  to  the 
gentlemen  who  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
me  while  we  were  being  deceived.  I  should 
not,  perhaps,  speak  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata  in  this  way.  He  is  an  older  member 
of  this  House  than  I  am,  but  I  am  sorry  for  him. 
That,  I  think,  is  about  as  contemptuous  an  ex- 
pression as  the  rules  of  the  House  would  permit 
me  to  use.  I  shall  be  sorry  for  him  when  be 
gets  back  to  Auckland.  The  Auckland  papers, 
according  to  the  telegrams  we  see,  may  lead 
him  to  believe  that  he  has  done  a  good  thing: 
but  we  know  that  the  papers  mislead  people. 
When  he  gets  back  I  almost  think  he  will  be 
dragged  through  the  streets  of  Auckland  with 
a  halter  round  his  neck.  He  will  be  treated  in 
the  most  ignominious  manner  possible,  and,  if  he 
is  not,  all  that  I  can  say  is,  he  ousht  to  be. 
As  to  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West  (Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst),  I  am  not  at  all  dis^ 
pointed  in  him.  I  prophesied  from  the  first  what 
he  would  do,  and  honorable  gentlemen  who  have 
now  the  dislionor  of  belonging  to  the  Auckland 
Province  will  bear  me  out  in  the  statement  that 
I  told  them  all  along  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  West  would  not  stand  to  the 
party  to  the  remainder  of  the  session.  I  bad  no 
confidence  whatever  that  we  should  retain  that 
gontleman  during  the  session,  because  I  knew 
that,  as  long  as  he  could  obtain  a  seat  on  the 
Government  benches  or  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitemata  could  obtain  one  for  him,  be 
would  hang  in  the  balance,  and  go  with  the  side 
that  he  could  get  most  out  of — ^not  in  mooBy, 
of  course,  because  I  do  not  believe  he  would  be 
bought  in  that  way — but  in  the  shape  of  flattery 
or  soft  soap :  I  knew  that  you  could  lay  it  on 
as  thick  as  you  liked,  and  he  would  take  it. 
As  to  the  honorable  member  for  Newton,  I  be- 
lieve he  has  made  a  shp,  and  one  that  be  will 
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regret  nrhen  he  has  had  time  to  refiect  upon  it. 
There  is  no  person  in  this  House  who  regrets  the 
step  he  has  taken  more  than  I  do  myself,  because 
in  the  ProTinoe  of  Auckland  he  has  always  been 
looked  upon  as  a  person  who  could  be  relied  on 
at  any  time.  I  pity  him.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment,  as  that  seems  to  me  to  be  the  most 
creditable  thing  I  can  do. 

Mr.  LUNDON. — I  cannot  allow  this  question 
to  be  put,  without  saying  a  few  words.  I  will 
begin  by  referring  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton,  and  I  may  say  that  he  is  the  only  one 
of  the  four  I  regret  losing.  In  all  our  political 
battles  we  have  fought  side  by  side,  and  there  is 
no  nuin  more  astonished  at  his  conduct  than  I 
am.  For  many  years  we  sat  in  the  ProTincial 
Council  of  Auckland  together  ad?ocating  the 
cause  of  free  institutions,  progress,  and  the  rights 
of  the  working-man.  We  have  talked  together 
about  fit  men  to  represent  the  people,  and  when> 
ever  a  man  was  handed  oyer  to  me  for  elec- 
tion I  always  got  him  returned.  In  the  district 
I  have  lived  in  for  thirty  years,  no  man  I  have 
brought  forward  has  ever  been  beaten.  I  have 
assisted  the  honorable  member  for  Newton,  and  I 
am  sorry  that  he  should  go  and  make  a  bargain 
with  the  Government  without  consulting  me.  I 
am  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst),  for  I 
knew  exactly  what  he  could  do.  As  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata,  he  has  only  done  now 
what  he  has  done  before.  The  honorable  member 
for  Marsden  is  perhaps  less  to  blame  than  any 
of  the  four,  because  he  is  a  young  member ;  but 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Newton,  a  man 
of  the  people,  a  man  whom  all  New  Zealand 
looked  up  to  as  the  representative  of  the  work- 
ing-man, enters  into  an  arrangement  without 
consulting  me,  whom  he  has  always  consulted 
before,  1  say  that  he  has  deceived  me,  and  I 
am  not  the  man  to  forget  deception  of  that 
sort;  I  am  not  the  man  to  be  cheated  and 
deceived — I  should  blame  myself  if  I  allowed 
it.  As  to  the  honorable  member  for  Waite- 
mata, we  brought  him  to  book  before  he  came 
to  a  decision.  We  asked  him  if  it  was  true  that 
he  had  made  a  compact  with  the  Government, 
and  that  he  was  going  to  leave  the  Opposition. 
He  said  it  was  true,  but  that  he  was  not  quite 
gone  —  that  he  was  still  open  to  be  brought 
back.  If  the  Government  agreed  to  the  terms, 
he  was  gone ;  but  they  had  not  yet  amed  to  the 
terms.  That  was  about  eleven  o'clock  on  Friday 
morning.  He  told  us  that  he  had  read  in 
Carlyle's  works  that  if  you  drew  a  chalk-line 
round  a  goose,  no  matter  what  food  or  water 
you  offer  it  outside  that  line,  the  goose  vrill  so 
regard  the  chalk-line  as  a  barrier  that  it  will 
not  go  over  it  —  and  that  the  party  was  the 
goose.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  has  gone 
over  the  line,  and  to  my  mind  he  is  the  gander 
on  this  occasion.  Then  I  asked  Mr.  Swanson, 
**Will  you  tell  me  what  you  got  for  your  dis- 
trict?" Of  course  I  never  expected  he  would 
get  anything  for  himself.  He  said,  "  We  are 
going  to  get  justice  for  the  schools.  They  are 
to  be  put  in  the  same  position  as  the  schools  of 
Canterbury  and  Otago."    Now,  he  if  no  fool  in 


politics.  He  knew  that  we  had  forty-five  or 
forty -six  members  on  our  side,  and  that  gave  us 
a  good  majority ;  eo  that  he  could  not  complain 
that  his  district  was  not  likely  to  get  justice  : 
that  was  no  excuse.  As  for  the  schools,  he  could 
have  got  more  for  the  schools,  and  he  could  have 
got  it  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  which  is  the 

g roper  place  to  get  it.  The  men  who  returned 
im  expect  him  to  get  it  here ;  and  when 
some  honorable  members  came  to  me  and  said, 
"  You  know  Swanson  will  sell  us,"  1  said  I  did 
not  believe  it.  I  told  them  that  if  the  honor- 
able member  for  Newton  meant  to  go  round 
he  would  tell  me.  But  then,  when  the  Premier 
came  down  to  the  House  with  a  jaunty  air,  and 
said  he  was  ready  for  a  division,  I  warned  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan) 
not  to  take  a  scratch  division.  Then  when  we 
went  away  at  lunch-time  it  was  arranged  that  I 
was  to  come  back  and  move  an  amendment  to 
Mr.  Whitaker's  proposal  to  give  the  Auckland 
District  £200,000,  to  the  effect  that  the  country 
north  of  Auckland  should  get  half  that  sum  for 
roads  and  bridges ;  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Marsden  vras  to  second  it.  As  Captain  Col- 
beck  and  myself  went  up  to  the  Committee-room 
I  said,  "  I  will  not  forget  my  constituents  ;"  but 
I  pointed  out  that  it  was  of  no  use  asking  the 
present  Government  for  anything.  It  was  all 
nonsense  to  ask  them  for  anything,  because  they 
would  tell  you  that  they  would  give  you  an 
answer  in  a  week  or  so ;  and  what  was  the  use  of 
that,  when  we  knew  that  they  would  be  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  in  a  day  or  two  ?  I  put 
no  notices  of  motion  on  the  Paper  for  works  for 
my  district,  because  I  knew  this  Government 
would  have  no  power  to  carry  them  out.  I  said, 
"  There  is  one  weak  spot  in  the  Auckland  party, 
and  that  is  Beader  Wood  and  Hurst.  If  we  can 
keep  them  together  we  shall  win."     "Lundon," 

he  said,   "  you  are  a  clever  man.     My  G ,  if 

you  only  knew  what  was  going  on  in  the  office ! " 

Captoin  COLB£CK.— I  said  no  such  thing. 
I  said  nothing,  because  I  did  not  want  the  honor- 
able member  to  know  what  I  was  going  to  do. 
I  let  him  make  his  statement,  and  I  said  nothing. 

Mr.  LUNDON.  —  I  wdl  tell  the  country  and 
the  honorable  member's  constituents  what  hap- 
pened. I  went  to  Mr.  Sheehan  then.  He  said, 
"  Where  do  you  dine  to-day  ?  I'll  go  with  you." 
Now,  I  am  a  man  who,  politically,  never  told  a 
lie  in  my  life,  and  never  made  an  electioneering 
promise  I  did  not  keep.  I  will  refer  to  Mr. 
Sheehan  to  bear  me  out,  and  he  can  speak  after 
me. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  oVlock  having  ar- 
rived, Mr.  Sfeazbb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BBSUHBD. 

Mr.  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE. 
Major  ATKINSON.— I  would  ask  the  House 
to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply  in  order  to  pass 
the  resolution  necessary  under  the  Public  Beve- 
nues  Act  in  order  to  enable  the  Government  to 
use  the  funds  provided  by  that  Act. 
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Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  do  not  wish  to  say 
anything  that  will  lead  to  a  long  debate,  but  I 
desire  to  say  a  few  words  before  this  question  is 
put.  What  I  wish  to  say  is  this:  When  the 
resolution  was  passed,  upwards  of  ten  days  ago, 
to  the  effect  that  the  House  had  no  confidence 
in  the  Gt)vemnient  as  then  constituted,  I  looked 
upon  it  that  the  object  of  that  resolution  was 
that  the  then  Government  should  be  recon- 
structed. I  considered  that  the  intention  of 
the  resolution  was,  not  that  there  should  be  a 
coalition,  but  a  reconstruction.  And,  Sir,  I  feel, 
if  that  resolution  had  been  followed  up  by  the 
usual  constitutional  course,  w^e  should  now  have 
had  on  those  benches  a  Ministry  possessing  the 
confidence  of  a  working  majority  of  this  House. 
I  belieye  we  should  have  had  such  a  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  beg  the  honorable  gentleman's 
pardon.  I  think  it  is  desirable  we  should  know 
whether  he  proposes  now  to  discuss  the  question 
of  confidence  or  no-confidence. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.—I  am  not  going  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  confidence  or  no-con fidenoe. 
I  believe  it  is  my  privilege  to  ^dress  the  House 
on  any  subject  on  the  motion  for  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 

Mr.  HALL. — Then,  Sir,  I  would  ask  your 
ruling,  whether  it  is  in  order  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  should  introduce  any  matter  ques- 
tioning the  confidence  of  the  House  in  the  Go- 
vernment, inasmuch  as  lower  down  on  the  Order 
Paper  there  is  a  motion  distinctly  raising  that 
question.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  submit 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  cannot  now  raise 
the  question  of  confidence  or  no-confidence.  H 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  only  about  to  give 
an  explanation  as  to  how  he  will  deal  with  that 
motion,  I  shall  not  object;  but,  I  submit,  he 
cnnnot  now  go  into  the  question  of  whether  the 
Government  does  or  does  not  possess  the  confi- 
dence of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers  said  he  would  not  go 
into  the  question  of  confidence  or  no-confidence. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  am  not  going  to  raise 
a  debate  upon  that  question.  I  was  merely  say- 
ing that,  if  the  resolution  had  been  followed  up 
in  the  usual  constitutional  way,  we  should  have 
a  Ministry  on  those  benches  possessing  the  con- 
fidence of  a  working  majority  of  the  House,  which 
I  take  leave  to  doubt  very  much  whether  the 
present  Government  possesses. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  You  are  really  going  too 
far. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  — Then  I  shall  not  go 
further  in  that  direction;  but  I  may  say  this, 
at  all  events :  that  in  that  case  there  need  not 
have  been  any  delay  in  the  business  of  the 
country,  and  we  should  have  been  very  far  ad- 
vanced with  the  work  of  the  session  at  the 
present  time.  No  doubt  it  may  be  said,  and 
will  be  said,  that  there  has  been  no  question  of 
public  policy  raised  during  all  these  debates. 
That  may  or  may  not  be ;  but  what  I  say  is  thi-* : 
that  both  sides  of  the  House,  not  only  within 
these  walls,  but  at  the  hustings,  concurred  in  the 
policy  of  the  late  Government.  I  say,  both  sides 
Major  Atkituon 


of  tlie  House  had  agreed  to  adopt  the  meunrN 
brought  in  by  the  Grey  Government,  and  the 
question  has  been,  and  ought  to  be,  whether 
those  measures  should  be  placed  upon  the  Sta- 
tute Book  under  the  auspices  of  the  party  that 
originated  them,  or  by  the  party  upon  whom 
they  have,  so  to  speak,  been  forced.  In  other 
words,  are  the  children  more  likely  to  be  reared 
to  a  healthy  maturity  by  the  parents  by  whom 
they  were  begotten,  or  by  the  parent*  by  whom 
they  were  adopted  very  much  against  the  will 
of  their  adopters,  or,  at  all  events,  mope  from 
necessity  than  inclination  ?  I  have  been  charged, 
and  those  who  have  acted  with  me  on  this 
side  of  the  House  have  been  charged,  that  oor 
whole  object  has  been  to  secure  place  and  power 
for  ourselves.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  dispute  that 
that  is  not  a  perfectly  legitimate  object,  to  a 
certain  extent ;  but  I  should  be  sorry  to  think 
that  love  of  either  place  or  power  is  the  main- 
spring of  the  action  of  honorable  members  on 
either  side.  I  decline  to  believe  that  it  is  so. 
At  all  events,  I  do  not  think  that  either  of 
those  motives  would  animate  any  one  worthy  to 
occupy  high  place  in  this  colony.  I  can  safely 
say,  for  myself,  that,  as  far  at  I  am  concerned, 
both  one  and  the  other  are  secondary  considera- 
tions. My  experience  of  both  might,  I  think,  be 
described  in  the  language  of  one  of  the  greatest  of 
my  countrjmen,  who,  speaking  of  popularity,  sayi, 
"  It  rifles  home  of  its  sweets,  and,  by  elevating 
a  n)an  above  his  fellows,  places  him  in  a  region 
of  desolation,  where  he  stands  a  conspicuous 
mark  for  the  shafts  of  envy,  malice,  and  detiso- 
tion."  That  is  my  experience,  and  I  have  had  a 
good  many  of  those  shafts  to  bear,  and  probably 
there  is  no  public  man  in  New  Zealand  who 
would  be  less  deterred  by  those  things  from  doing 
what  he  considers  his  duty  as  a  representative  oi 
the  people.  Sir,  as  I  have  said  before,  liad  the 
motion  of  which  I  gave  notice  been  allowed  to 
come  up  when  it  ought  to  have  come  up,  and 
when  under  all  other  circumstances  but  the  pre- 
sent it  would  have  come  up — for  I  cannot  under- 
stand any  Gh>vemment  going  on  with  the  business 
of  the  country  writh  such  a  motion  hanging  over 
them — then,  I  say,  it  would  have  been  carried  by 
a  majority  of  six,  and  we  should  be  sitting  on 
those  benches  now  with  a  majority  of  twelve  to 
back  us.  But  circumstances  to  which  I  need  not 
allude  have  taken  place,  under  which  it  is  usdess 
for  us  to  press  that  motion  now.  Just  on  the  eve 
of  battle,  we  were  deserted  by  our  first  lieutenant, 
and  by  a  certain  number  of  the  crew.  There- 
fore it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  proceed 
further  with  this  motion.  We  have  been  three 
months  doing  nothing  but  talking,  and  it  is  high 
time  we  proceeded  to  the  business  of  the  conn* 
try.  I  can  assure  you.  Sir,  that  such  is  my 
desire,  and  that  such  is  the  desire  and  determi* 
nation  of  the  great  Liberal  party  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  associated.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  need  take  up  the  time  much  longer,  but  I 
will  just  refer  to  one  matter.  It  has  been  stated 
in  a  Government  organ  that  overtures  have  been 
made  by  me  or  on  my  behalf  to  join  the  present 
Government.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  I  most 
emphatically  and  distinctly  deny  that  any  sooh 
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orertare  was  made  by  me  or  with  my  consent. 
Hy  great  object  has  been  to  see  par^  goyern- 
ment  established  in  this  country.  I  think  that 
the  great  curse  of  the  country  hitherto  has  been 
the  absence  of  party  parliamentary  goremment, 
and  that  it  would  be  Tory  much  to  the  detriment 
of  the  coimtry  if  any  action  were  taken  by  myself 
or  my  party  which  would  prolong  that  state  of 
things.  I  might  have  said  a  good  deal,  but  I 
haye  carefully  abstained  from  saying  anything 
that  might  be  regarded  as  personally  ofiensive  to 
any  one,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  proceed  fur- 
ther. If  in  order,  I  should  like  my  no-confidence 
resolution  to  be  brought  up  and  discharged,  and 
got  off  the  Order  Paper  at  once.  If  that  cannot 
be  done,  of  course  I  cannot  help  it ;  but,  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  the  motion  will  be  allovred  to 
lapse.  I  have  nothing  more  to  say  except  this : 
that  I  think,  under  the  circumstances,  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  proceed  with  this  motion  at 
present.  I  think  that  "  discretion  is  the  better  part 
of  Talour,"  and  therefore,  if  in  order,  I  shall  bo 
prepared  to  move  that  all  the  preceding  Orders 
of  the  day  be  postponed,  with  a  view  to  having 
my  motion  discharged. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  Government  will  be  quite 
ready  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man as  to  the  manner  in  which  his  motion  should 
be  disposed  of.  After  the  resolution  which  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  wishes  to  have  passed  has 
been  dealt  with,  I  shall  be  glad  to  move  that  the 
remaining  Orders  of  the  day,  and  the  notices 
of  motion  which  precede  that  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  be  postponed,  in  order  that  we  may 
take  up  his,  and  that  it  may  be  discharged  from 
the  Order  Paper.  Sir,  the  Q-ovemment  share 
the  desire  of  the  honorable  gentleman  that  busi- 
ness should  be  gone  on  with  now  without  any 
further  delay.  But  we  do  not  take  to  ourselves 
the  blame  which  I  understood  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  attribute  to  us  for  the  loss  of  time 
which  has  already  occurred.  I  wish  to  follow  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  avoiding  as  much  as  pos- 
sible debatable  matter,  and  I  will  therefore  only 
say  this :  that  in  the  course  we  have  adopted  we 
have  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the  principle  that 
any  Ghovemment  taking  their  seats  on  this  bench 
are  entitled  to  a  fair  trial  before  being  attacked 
as  we  have  been.  That  is  the  principle  wa  have 
endeavoured  to  vindicate,  and  wliich  I  consider 
we  have  succeeded  in  vindicating.  That  being 
done,  we  are  only  too  anxious  to  concur  in  any 
proceeding  which  may  expedite  the  business  of 
the  country.  There  is  only  one  other  point  in 
the  honorable  gentleman's  remarks  to  which  I 
feel  bound  to  advert,  and  that  is  the  question 
of  the  paternity  of  the  particular  Bills  which 
he  has  mentioned — the  liberal  measures  of  re- 
form. I  do  not  admit  the  claim  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  put  in.  His  party  may  have 
some  share  in  the  paternity  of  those  measures, 
but  there  are  two  parents  to  most  children, 
and  I  think  we  have  a  share  in  tlie  paternity 
of  these.  If  a  feeling  of  natural  affection  is  a 
test  of  paternity,  I  can  assure  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  we  have  quite  as  strong  a  claim 
to  those  children  as  he  or  any  of  his  party  has.  ! 
I  go  farther,  and  say  that  the'parliamentary  his-  ' 


tory  of  this  colony  will  show  that  gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House  have  quite  as  strong  a 
claim  to  credit  in  re^rd  to  electoral  reform  as 
those  on  the  other  side.  It  will  be  found  on 
examination  that  gentlemen  opposite,  who  now 
claim  the  exclusive  paternity  of  liberal  measures, 
have  not  always  acted  as  might  be  expected  from 
natural  parents.  I  will  say  no  more  on  that  sub- 
ject. I  am  only  glad  that  we  now  both  concur 
in  launching  these  children  into  the  world,  and  I 
hope  the  only  rivalry  between  us  will  be  as  to 
which  of  us  can  most  improve  the  measures  about 
to  be  submitted  to  the  House. 
Want-of -confidence  motion  lapsed. 

SUPPLY. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  passed  the  following  resolution :  "  That, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  2nd  section  of  *  The 
Public  Revenues  Act  1878  Amendment  Act, 
1879,'  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  bor- 
row on  the  security  of  deficiency  bills  from  time 
to  time  from  any  bank,  or  other  person,  or  from 
the  Public  Works  Fund,  any  sum  or  sums  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
thousand  pounds  already  borrowed  under  the 
power  granted  by  the  18th  section  of  *  The  Public 
Revenues  Act,  1878.' " 

The  resolution  was  reported  to  the  House,  read 
a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

LAND  BILL. 
Mr.  BOLLESTON,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  was  not  as  fully  pre- 
pared with  it  as  he  should  wish  to  have  been, 
because  he  was  not  aware  that  the  House  would 
so  soon  cease  party  strife  and  proceed  to  business. 
This  Bill  was  prepared  by  the  late  G-ovemment. 
Its  provisions  nad  in  the  main  the  approval  of 
the  present  Government,  but  he  wished  it  to  be 
understood  that  the  Bill,  as  it  now  stood,  was  the 
Bill  of  the  late  Government.  The  late  Ministry 
also  proposed  to  introduce  a  Bill  which  appeared 
next  on  the  Order  Paper — the  Special  Settlement 
Bill.  The  Gh>vernment  were  of  opinion  that  the 
provisions  of  that  measure  would  be  better  em- 
bodied in  an  amendment  of  the  Land  Act — that 
it  was  not  advisable  to  scatter  legislation  on  the 
subject  of  land  through  different  Acts.  There  was 
a  certain  amount  of  inconvenience  in  the  practice, 
and  he  thought  the  late  Minister  of  Lands  also 
at  one  time  held  that  opinion.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  of  which  he  was  now  moving  the  second 
reading  was  mainly,  first  of  all,  to  remedy  dif- 
ficulties that  aroste,  and  which  he  thought  were 
foreseen  in  the  House,  from  the  passing  of  the 
Crown  Lands  Sale  Act  in  1877.  There  was  an 
idea  then,  when  the  Land  Fund  by  the  decision 
of  the  House  became  common  property,  that  it 
was  necessary  to  insist  upon  a  uniform  price  of 
land  throughout  the  colony.  That  Act,  together 
with  the  Land  Act  of  1877,  which  had  been 
previously  passed,  caused  this  difficulty :  that 
practically  no  lands  could  be  sold  on  deferred 
payments  for  loss  than  £3  an  acre.  The  con- 
sequence had  been,  that  those  facilities  for  the 
settlement  of  land  which  were  desirable  through- 
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out  the  country  had  been  very  considerably 
checked.  Tlie  3rd  clause  of  this  Bill  proposed 
to  remedy  that,  by  allowing  the  Gt)vemor  to  fix 
the  upset  price  at  which  rural  and  suburban 
lands  could  be  disposed  of  on  deferred  payments, 
the  price  to  be  308.  per  acre  for  rural  lands  and 
90s.  per  acre  for  suburban  lands.  It  still  gave 
the  power  to  sell  lands  of  special  value  at  a 
higher  price;  and  it  did  away  with  a  wrong, 
caused,  he  beliered  unintentionally,  by  the  con- 
flict between  the  Crown  Lands  Sale  Act  and  the 
Land  Act  in  respect  to  the  sale  of  land  on  de- 
ferred payments.  There  were  other  provisions 
in  the  Bill  which  were,  perhaps,  more  matters 
for  consideration  in  Committee  than  questions 
of  principle.  Subsections  (6)  and  (7)  of  the 
3rd  section  involved  very  important  considera- 
tions. The  6th  subsection  provided  fop  the  way 
in  which  the  revenue  derived  from  the  sale  of 
agricultural  land  on  deferred  payments  could  be 
disposed  of.  Under  the  law  as  it  now  stood, 
all  proceeds  of  agricultural  land  sold  on  deferred 
payments  went  to  the  counties  and  Boad  Boards 
until  one-third  had  been  paid  away ;  and  the 
7th  subsection  provided  with  regard  to  pastoral 
lands  on  deferred  payments  in  the  same  way. 
He  would  give  an  instance :  If  there  were  a  run 
in  Otago  of  50,000  acres,  that  run  might  be 
assumed  to  be  worth  £60,000 ;  but  first  of  all 
the  Crown  would  have  to  pay  5s.  an  acre  com- 
pensation on  resuming  that  land  from  the  pas- 
toral tenant,  and  for  surveys  and  improvements ; 
so  that,  practically,  the  sum  of  £12,OnOO,  or  there- 
abouts, would  have  to  be  paid  away  by  the 
Crown  before  a  sixpence  came  into  the  public 
chest.  That  was  a  state  of  things  which  the 
present  Government  thought,  with  the  late  Gh>- 
vemment,  ought  to  be  put  a  stop  to;  and  this 
Bill  would  put  a  stop  to  it.  The  local  bodies 
had  a  right  to  look  for  20  per  cent.,  but  not  that 
the  Q-ovemment  of  the  country  should  be  put  to 
that  large  expense  before  one  sixpence  came  into 
the  revenue.  He  entirely  agreed  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Special  Settlements  Bill  of  the  late 
6k>vernment,  as  he  understood  it  from  the  draft 
he  had  received.  The  only  reason  why  that  Bill  was 
not  now  proceeded  with  was,  that  it  was  thought 
better  to  embody  its  provisions  in  this  Bill ;  and 
that  was,  he  believed,  originally  the  intention 
of  the  late  Government.  The.  present  Govern- 
ment, and  he,  as  Minister  of  Lands,  believed 
most  thoroughly  that  nothing  was  of  greater  im- 
portance in  a  new  country  than  settlement  on 
the  land  by  industrious  farmers  and  small  set- 
tlers. He  would  like  to  read  a  report  which  he 
knew  from  personal  experience  was  a  faithful 
picture  of  what  had  been  the  result  of  small- 
farm  settlements  in  the  South  Canterbury  Dis- 
trict under  his  own  supervision.  The  following 
were  extracts  from  a  report  by  the  Immigration 
Officer  at  Christchurch  : — 

"  Neither  the  season  of  the  year  nor  the  num- 
ber would  have  been  of  so  much  importance,  if 
the  plan  of  settling  the  people  in  the  country 
districts  had  been  continued.  In  1874-75  the 
system  of  forming  village  settlements  was  com- 
menced— certainly  on  a  small  scale — but  it  worked 
admirably.  Th^  plan,  shortly,  was  this :  On  the 
Mr.  SolleHon 


line  of  railway,  or  adjacent  thereto,  as  at  Temuka, 
a  reserve  was  laid  off,  with  sections  Taryiog  ia 
size  from  one-half  to  two  acres,  allotted  to  each 
family  after  the  cottage  was  built. 

"In  building  these  cottages  or  huts  (as  the 
walls  are  chiefly  of  sods),  the  plan  adopted  was 
this :  The  women  and  children  remained  on  ra- 
tions at  the  main  dep6t.  The  men  were  taken  to 
the  locality,  and  built  the  huts  under  the  direc- 
tion and  superintendence  of  a  competent  ganger, 
who  was  paid  from  9s.  to  lOs.  per  day.  The  men 
had  rations  allowed  them  during  the  time  they 
were  building  their  huts,  but  nothing  further. 

**  The  average  cost  of  the  huts  was  £10  each, 
and  the  terms  of  occupation  as  follow :  Fint 
year,  rent  free ;  second  and  third  years,  a  rentd 
of  2s.  per  week.  The  rents  paid  into  the  Treasuiy 
exceed  £500." 

His  belief  was  that,  under  the  present  system 
of  immigration,  that  which  prevented  the  rise  of 
working-men  and  prevented  them  from  realis- 
ing their  hopes'  was  the  payment  of  high  rents 
through  being  obliged  to  stick  about  the  towns, 
where  they  were  not  able  to  obtain  a  roof  over 
their  heads  for  themselves  and  their  famUiet 
without  paying  an  extravagant  rent.  The  report 
went  on  to  say,  "Although  at  the  present  time 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  distress,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  unemployed,  I  venture  to  assert  that  there 
is  not  one,  who  was  located  in  the  manner  I 
have  stated,  amongst  the  unemployed."  That, 
he  thought,  was  good  testimony  to  the  neoesaty 
of  settling  people  on  the  land,  and  of  enabUag 
them  to  live  at  a  moderate  rental.  The  report 
continued,  "I  trust  that  at  no  distant  date 
a  similar  plan  will  be  adopted,  as  I  am  ooo- 
vinced  it  is  the  only  way  of  carrying  oQt  satisfiK- 
torily  the  immigration  and  pubHo  works  policy." 
He  was  exceedingly  pleased  to  find  that  the 
late  Government  had  determined  to  act  upon 
this  principle,  and  to  suggest  a  system  of  vil- 
lage settlement  to  Parliament.  He*  hoped  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  to  have  the  proposals  they 
now  had  under  consideration  further  matored. 
There  were  one  or  two  points  which  the  Govern- 
ment wished  to  add  to  those  they  found  already 
suggested.  One  of  those  was  to  give  a  power  oi 
association  to  working-men's  clubs  and  others  to 
avail  themselves  of  facilities  for  settlement  to- 
gether. There  was  no  doubt  that  there  was  a 
very  great  advantage  in  people  settling  together, 
and  being  able  to  help  each  other  in  their  various 
avocations.  For  the  purposes  of  schools,  police, 
and  all  other  purposes  that  afitected  the  well- 
being  of  the  people  as  a  community,  it  was  very 
desirable  that  they  should  be  brought  together, 
and  have  facilities  for  living  together  in  com- 
fort, and  with  the  power  of  taking  advantage 
of  those  institutions  which  the  State  provided  for 
the  people  as  a  whole.  That,  to  his  mind,  was  the 
advantage  of  bringing  people  together  in  village 
settlements.  There  was  another  proposal  whidi 
the  Government  intended  to  embody  in  the  Act, 
and  that  was,  to  offer  facilities  for  special  settle- 
ments. There  had  been  some  instances  of  failure 
among  special  settlements ;  but  he  believed  that 
was  in  consequence  of  insufficient  caution  in  the 
selection  of  localities.    They  had,  in  the  case  of 
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the  Katikati  Settlement,  an  example  of  successful 
colonization,  which  might  be  pursued  under  pro- 
per restrictions.  This  they  hoped  to  embody  in 
the  Act.  He  felt  Terr  strongly  that  upon  the 
settlement  of  the  land  depended  the  prosperity  of 
the  colony  in  future.  If  they  simply  carried  on 
immigration  and  public  works  they  would  merely 
hare  a  floating  population^  wandering  about  the 
country,  having  no  interest  in  the  colony,  and 
never  becoming  good  citizens.  It  was  said,  four 
hundred  years  before  the  Christian  era,  that  the 
greatest  teacher  of  morality  was  the  possession  of 
land.  Nobody  believed  in  that  more  strongly  than 
he  did,  and  he  believed  thoroughly  that  the  public 
vrorks  system  here  had  not  haa  that  fair-play 
it  ought  to  have  had,  because  the  settlement  of 
the  people  on  the  land  had  not  been  sufficiently 
attended  to. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  would  be  glad  to  support 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  he  was  sorry 
to  hear  that  the  honorable  member  proposed  to 
unite  the  Tillage  Settlements  and  Special  Settle- 
ments Bills  with  it.  There  was  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  one  of  the  greatest  evils  now  was  that 
their  land  regulations  were  reiy  cumbrous  and 
complicated  ;  and  they  ought  io  take  the  village 
settlements  and  special  settlements  altogether  out- 
side the  jurisdiction  of  the  present  Land  Acts 
and  Waste  Lands  Boards.  That  was  the  great 
object  he  himself  had  in  view  in  recommending 
that  a  special  Act  should  be  passed.  At  present 
there  were  eight  or  nine  Waste  Lands  Boards 
throughout  the  colony ;  and  the  Government 
could  do  nothing  without  the  intervention  of 
those  Land  Boards.  He  thought  the  Governor  in 
Council  should  have  power,  within  certain  limits 
defined  by  Statute,  to  promote  those  village  and 
small-farm  settlements  under  regulations  suitable 
to  the  circumstances  of  different  localities.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  reconsider  their 
decision.  Had  the  late  Government  remained  in 
office,  he  hoped  they  would  have  had  fifteen  or 
twenty  settlements  of  this  kind  laid  off  at  once  in 
various  localities  throughout  the  colony,  where 
Crown  lands  were  being  opened  up  by  railways, 
and  where  the  people  could  have  got  employment 
on  the  railways  for  perhaps  three  days  out  of  six, 
the  other  three  days  being  devoted  to  their  own 
small  holdings.  V7hat  he  desired  to  see  was  the 
system  initiated  by  the  New  Zealand  Company  in 
the  early  days.  He  recollected  that  the  employ- 
ment given  by  the  Company  was  upon  these  terras 
— ^namely,  three  days'  work  for  the  Company,  and 
the  other  three  days  for  the  immigrant  himself. 
To  his  mind  both  sides  of  the  House  should  be 
ashamed  of  having  spent  so  many  millions  of 
money  on  public  works  without  having  devoted 
a  large  portion  to  the  settlement  of  tlie  country. 
He  took  very  great  blame  to  himself  for  being  in 
the  Government  nearly  two  years  without  the 
present  proposals  being  acted  upon  earlier.  How- 
ever, it  was  one  they  never  lost  sight  of;  and  it 
took  a  year  or  two  in  the  Government  before  they 
could  get  to  be  masters  of  the  situation  so  as  to 
proceed  with  the  real  work.  He  took  great  in- 
terest in  the  matter  himself ;  and,  in  fact,  it  was 
the  only  consideration  which  made  him  regret 
not  haying  a  seat  on  the  Government  benches, 
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because  he  would  like  to  hayo  had  a  hand  in  this 
pie.  He  felt  confident  that  the  present  occu- 
pants of  those  benches,  if  they  bestirred  them- 
selves, might  carry  out  the  ideas  he  entertained 
quite  as  well  as,  if  not  much  better  than,  he 
could. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  the  Premier  had  pro- 
posed to  deal  with  the  electoral  law  of  the  colony 
in  five  or  six  Bills,  and  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  sug- 
gested it  would  only  be  in  conformity  with  that 
mode  of  legislation  that  the  land  laws  should  be 
dealt  with  on  the  same  principle — say,  the  present 
Bill,  one  for  yillage  settlements,  and  another  for 
special  settlements.  The  observations  of  the 
Ijonorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  were  en- 
titled to  much  weight  when  he  stated  that  all 
these  matters  could  not  be  properly  dealt  with  in 
one  measure. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  wished  to  say  one  or  two 
words  as  to  the  land  laws  of  the  colony  generally, 
and  more  especially  as  they  affected  the  pro- 
vincial district  from  which  he  came.  In  the  first 
place,  he  presumed  that  it  was  the  vrish  and 
desire  of  honorable  members  of  this  House,  to 
whichever  party  they  belonged,  to  locate  and 
settle  population  upon  the  waste  lands  of  the 
colony.  He  took  it  that  it  was  the  highest  am- 
bition of  any  statesman  here  to  permanently  place, 
not  only  the  wealthy,  but  the  working-men  —  in 
fact,  people  of  all  classes — upon  the  now  waste 
and  barren  lands,  of  which  there  were  Immense 
tracts.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  nothing 
could  more  effectually  stifle  the  cry  of  the  un- 
employed in  this  colony  than  the  putting  people 
of  all  classes  upon  this  land.  It  appeared  to  him 
that,  in  the  case  of  those  persons  who  were  not  in 
the  happy  position  of  being  able  to  pay  imme- 
diately for  the  land,  the  Legislature  should  giye 
considerable  facilities  to  men  of  small  means  to 
settle  upon  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown.  It 
always  struck  him  that  their  legislation  had  gone 
rather  in  the  contrary  direction  than  in  that 
desirable  direction.  They  allowed  persons  pos- 
sessed of  capital  to  purchase  land  at  a  certain 
price,  the  minimum  of  which  was  20s.  an  acre. 
To  the  person  who  was  possessed  of  little  or  no 
capital  they  did  the  most  extraordinary  thing  that 
any  country  had  ever  done.  They  were  anxious 
to  give  facilities  to  persons  to  settle  upon  the  land, 
and  those  who  bought  land  on  the  deferred-pay- 
ment system  had  to  pay  60  per  cent,  more  for 
it  than  those  who  bought  for  cash.  The  latter 
class  of  settlers  must  absolutely  agree  to  live  upon 
the  land,  make  improvements  upon  it,  do  certain 
things  from  year  to  year,  and  fulfil  certain  regu- 
lations before  they  obtained  the  Crown  grant.  In 
his  opinion  the  land  laws  of  the  colony  were 
not  sufficiently  liberal.  If  he  were  Minister  of 
Lands  he  would  introduce  a  Bill  giying  the 
men  without  capital  the  land  at  10  per  cent, 
more  than  to  those  who  purchased  for  cash.  It 
was  a  mockery  to  say,  on  the  one  hand,  that  they 
would  give  land  on  deferred  payment,  and,  on  the 
other,  to  require  persons  to  pay  50  per  cent,  more 
for  the  land  than  those  persons  paid  who  pur- 
chased for  cash.  It  had  been  his  desire  to  see 
the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  classified,  and  sold 
at  a  uniform  price.    It  was  a  matter  of  detail  to 
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discuss  what  the  minimum  or  maximum  price  of 
these  waste  lands  should  be.  His  honorable 
friend  the  member  for  the  Thames  had  heard 
him  saj  before  that  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
why  he  did  not  agree  with  his  administration 
was,  because  that  honorable  gentleman  had 
broken  faith  with  this  House  and  the  country  by 
declaring,  some  three  or  four  years  ago,  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Waste  Lands  Sale  Bill, 
that  it  was  merely  a  temporary  measure,  and 
that  he  would  introduce  a  Bill  the  next  session 
dealing  with  the  classification  and  price  of  the 
waste  lands  of  the  colony,  and  leaying  that 
promise  unredeemed  to  the  present  day.  He 
(Mr.  Hursthouse)  knew  that  in  many  cases  hun- 
dreds of  men  had  gone  away  from  one  district  of 
the  colony  to  another,  and  many  persons  had  de- 
parted from  the  shores  of  New  Zealand.  They  con- 
sidered the  minimum  price  in  the  Nelson  Provin- 
cial District  absolutely  prohibitory  to  the  settle- 
ment of  these  lands.  He  belicTed,  if  the  lands 
were  classified  by  the  Waste  Lands  Board, or  by  the 
District  Surveyor,  which  probably  would  be  better, 
a  great  deal  more  settlement  would  go  on  than 
had  gone  on  for  the  last  year  or  two— at  all  events 
in  the  Nelson  Provincial  District.  He  would 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  to 
the  extraordinary  state  in  which  the  surveys  of 
the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  were  at  present. 
In  the  Nelson  Provincial  District  innumerable 
applications  had  been  made  for  land.  Some  of 
them  had  been  made  five,  six,  or  seven  years  ago. 
Certaiu  charges  had  been  paid,  and  people  were 
anxiously  waiting  to  get  upon  the  land ;  they 
were  hanging,  as  it  were,  between  heaven  and 
earth,  waiting  to  see  the  allotments  marked  off, 
and  to  get  to  work.  Many  of  them  had  gone  to 
other  parts  of  the  country,  and  some  to  other 
colonies.  They  had  thrown  up  their  deposit- 
money  and  left  the  district,  simply  because  they 
could  not  get  the  land  surveyed  or  their  allot- 
ments mapped  out.  He  would  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  the  provision  for 
compulsory  residence  on  deferred-payment  allot- 
ments. He  would  have  no  objection  to  the  regu- 
lation being  rigidly  enforced  compelling  tlie  im- 
provement of  land  held  upon  deferred  payment, 
but  it  appeared  to  him  decidedly  unfair  and  absurd 
to  compel  a  man  to  reside  on  land  taken  up  on 
deferred  payment.  He  knew  of  considerable 
tracts  of  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  which  lay 
behind  rich  valleys  and  fertile  plains,  which  could 
be  taken  up  to  a  considerable  extent  had  not  the 
people  who  took  them  up  on  deferred  payments 
to  absolutely  reside  there.  There  was  another 
matter  which  he  should  like  particularly  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  Minister  of  Lauds,  and 
that  was  the  very  great  injustice  which  was 
done  to  a  large  section  of  the  Nelson  land- 
owners by  the  operation  of  the  Crown  Lands 
Sale  Act  of  1877.  It  might  be  known  to  some 
honorable  members  that  a  great  quantity  of  laud 
had  been  taken  up  under  the  Waste  Lands  Act 
of  1874,  under  which  the  persons  who  had  taken 
it  up  had  to  pay  5  per  cent,  interest  on  the  value 
of  the  land,  and  had  the  right  to  purchase  it  at 
a  subsequent  period  at  the  then  assessed  value 
of  the  land.  Since  the  passing  of  that  Act  the 
Ji£r,  Hursthouse 


minimum  price  had  been  raised  from  Ts.  6d.  to  £1 
an  acre.  The  people  took  up  the  land  in  good 
faith,  never  anticipating  that  it  would  be  more 
than  7s.  6d.  an  acre  at  the  most ;  but  they  could 
not  get  their  Crown  grants  unless  they  paid  £i 
an  acre.  He  took  it  that  that  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  law  of  1877,  but  nevertheless  such 
was  the  case.  He  was  assured  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Crown  Lands  that  these  people  would 
have  to  pay  £1  an  acre  where  they  ought  not  to 
pay  more  than  7s.  6d.  They  had  been  in  occupa- 
tion of  the  land  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act. 
It  often  struck  him  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
— he  was  going  to  say  "  buncombe  " — talked  with 
regard  to  the  liberal  land  lavrs  of  this  country. 
They  induced  people  to  come  to  this  country  by 
telling  them  they  would  obtain  land  on  deferred 
payment.  They  proceeded,  in  the  first  place,  to 
charge  them  50  per  cent,  more  for  it  than  the 
man  who  brought  money  in  his  pocket  had  to 
pay ;  they  imposed  rates ;  they  imposed  a  land- 
tax,  also  taxes  upon  dogs  and  sheep.  Many 
intending  settlers  had  been  prevented  from  set- 
tling  on  the  land  on  account  of  these  taxea, 
and  from  the  fact  that  they  had  to  pay  50  per 
cent,  more  for  the  land  than  had  to  be  paid 
by  the  persons  who  bought  the  land  for  caah. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  settlement  of  the 
land  was  the  great  object  they  shoidd  aim  at. 
He  altogether  disapproved  of  a  theory  laid  down 
by  a  gentleman  wno  had  held  the  position  ci 
Attorney- General,  that  the  colony  should  keep 
the  land  until  it  would  sell  for  20s.  an  acre. 
There  were  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of 
latid  in  this  colony  which  would  never  be  worth 
£1  an  acre,  or,  at  all  events,  not  for  the  next 
half-century.  Those  lands  were  a  very  great  dis- 
advantage to  the  settlement  of  the  country,  inas- 
much as  there  were  good  patches  of  land  inter- 
mixed with  them.  Those  who  resided  on  the 
good  patches  had  to  maintain  the  roads  through- 
out the  land.  He  often  felt — and  it  was  still  his 
opinion — that  it  would  pay  the  State  better  to 
give  this  land  away  for  the  sake  of  getting  the 
rates  and  assistance  in  maintaining  the  roads. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  of  Lands  would  not  dis- 
agree witli  what  he  had  said,  but  would  endeavour 
tu  introduce  some  provision  to  give  effect  to  what 
he  had  pointed  out  with  regard  to  the  position  of 
those  persons  in  the  Nelson  Provincial  Distrust 
who  took  up  land  under  deferred  payment  under 
the  Waste  Lands  Act  of  1874. 

Mr.  FINN  would  ask  the  Minister  of  Lands  to 
postpone  the  second  reading  of  tiiis  Bill  in  order 
that  there  might  be  communication  among  mem- 
bers representing  gold-fields  districts  reganiingit. 
The  Bui  affVcted  in  a  most  serious  manner  the 
gold-fields  districts,  and  would  take  away  a  great 
part  of  their  revenue.  It  had  been  in  his  hands 
a  few  hours  onl^,  and  a  measure  of  such  import- 
ance required  tmie  for  consideration.  He  would 
ask  the  honorable  gentleman  to  postpone  the 
second  reading  until  next  day. 

Mr.  GIBBS  was  not  surprised  at  the  honors 
able  member  who  had  just  spoken  saying  he 
had  not  read  the  Bill.  The  work  hononfa^ 
members  had  been  doing  was  not  studving  the 
work  of  legislation,  but  something  far  lese  pio- 
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fitable  to  the  country.  His  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Motueka  had  anticipated  liim  in 
regard  to  one  or  two  points  he  desired  to  call 
attention  to.  The  Comroiseioner  of  Crown  Lands 
for  the  Nelson  Provincial  District  had  reported 
that  the  settlement  of  the  waste  lands  of  the 
Crown  in  that  district  had  almost  ceased,  owing 
to  the  price  having  been  increased  to  £1  an  acre 
instead  of  the  comparatively  low  price  which  had 
hitherto  been  obtained.  This  Bill,  instead  of  re- 
moving that  difficulty,  increased  it,  because  it  pro- 
vided that  the  land  should  not  be  sold  for  less 
than  30s.  an  acre.  That  difficulty  must  be  re- 
moved, or  else  the  settlement  of  the  waste  lands 
in  that  part  of  the  country  would  cease.  Honor- 
able members  coming  from  the  favoured  localities 
of  Canterbury  and  Otago  had  but  little  idea  of 
the  class  of  land  the  settlers  in  the  Provincial 
District  of  Nelson  had  to  deal  with.  They  were 
mostly  forest  lands  that  were  now  open  for  settle- 
ment, and  he  need  not  speak  of  the  difficulties 
intending  settlers  had  to  enconnter  in  bringing 
those  lands  into  profitable  cultivation.  These 
were  not  only  bush  lands,  but  lands  which,  when 
clearcHl  at  great  expense,  could  only  be  used  for 
pastoral  purposes,  and  where  the  rule  insisting 
on  occupation,  referred  to  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Motueka,  could  not  be  carried  out.  Occu- 
pation would  be  out  of  the  question.  The  ordi- 
nary forest  lands  in  thai  district,  when  cleared, 
would  not  be  fit  for  any  other  than  pastoral 
purposes  —  certainly  a  very  small  proportion 
would  be  fit  for  agricultural  purposes.  Ho  hoped 
the  Minister  of  Lands  would  take  into  considera- 
tion the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Waste 
Lands  in  Nelson,  by  which  he  would  be  greatly 
assisted  in  dealing  with  the  matter,  he  was  sure. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Government  to  take  back 
tliis  Bill  and  recast  it.  They  could  not  claim  this 
as  one  of  their  measures,  for  it  had  at  the  head  of 
it  the  name  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Thomson,  and,  if 
thej  took  time  to  consider  it,  they  would  see  that 
it  was  a  wretched  production.  It  was  a  Bill  he 
had  not  ceased  to  denounce,  both  in  the  House 
and  before  his  constituents,  because  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  retard  rather  than  to  promote  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country.  Take  section  3.  That  was 
a  provision  which  said  people  should  not  settle  in 
that  part  of  the  country  from  which  he  (Mr.  Pyke) 
came  :  "  The  Q-ovemor  mav  from  time  to  time 
fix  the  upset  price  at  which  any  allotments  of 
rural  .  .  .  land  open  for  sale  on  deferred 
payment  may  be  disposed  of,  being  not  less  in  any 
caae  than  thirty  shillings  per  acre."  Why,  two- 
thirds  of  the  country  he  represented  was  land  of  a 
pastoral  character  entirely,  and  would  be  dearly 
purchased  at  10s.  per  acre ;  therefore,  if  this  BiU 
were  passed  in  its  present  shape,  it  must  simply 
result  in  those  lands  never  being  brought  to  sale. 
In  regard  to  land  which  was  situated  at  a  lower 
eleration,  in  the  Land-Tax  Court  it  was  sworn  in 
eridence — and  confidently  sworn  too — that  it  was 
not  worth  2s.  6d.  per  acre  for  the  freehold :  yet 
hero  the  Government  was  prohibited  from  put- 
ting this  land  up  for  sale  at  less  than  30s.  per 
acre.  It  meant  carrying  out  the  idiotic  idea, 
which  he  had  always  opposed,  of  eternally  leasing 
pastoral  lands.   He  wanted  to  see  the  pastoral  land 


sold,  and  he  wanted  to  see  every  squatter's  tenure 
turned  into  small  freeholds,  and  that  opprobrious 
term,  "  squatter  " — for  it  had  come  to  be  oppro- 
brious— exchanged  for  "  freeholder."  There  was 
a  large  quantity  of  that  land  for  which  5s.  per 
acre  would  be  sufficient ;  and  if  the  Government 
would  take  out  the  word  'Mess,"  and  insert 
in  its  place  the  word  "  more,"  it  would  won- 
derfully improve  the  Bill.  He  believed  this 
particular  provision  had  been  inserted  in  conse- 
quence of  the  endeavour  to  legislate  for  a  par- 
ticular case,  and,  like  all  legislation  for  particular 
cases,  it  must  eventually  turn  out  very  t>adly  for 
the  general  public.  The  reason  why  the  clause 
was  so  worded,  if  he  was  correctly  informed,  was 
because  of  the  value  at  which  land  on  the  Wai- 
mate  Plains  was  estimated.  But  why  should  the 
whole  country,  for  that  reason,  be  put  in  the 
position  of  having  an  upset  price  affixed  to  tlie 
land  which  it  could  not  possibly  fetch,  because 
the  Waimate  Plains  land  was  supposed  to  be  of 
exceptional  value  ?  The  alteration  would  be  very 
simple ;  but  there  might  be  a  proviso  to  meet 
special  cases,  leaving  it  to  the  Government  to 
select  the  special  cases  in  which  the  price  should 
be  raised  to  above  SOs.  per  acre.  Then  he  came 
to  the  next  subsection.  The  first  part  of  it  was 
all  Terj  well,  because  it  got  rid  of  the  error  that 
a  man  should  not  get  the  balance  of  320  acres 
which  arose  from  an  imperfect  conception  of  the 
meaning  of  the  English  language  on  the  part  of 
the  framer  of  the  Land  Act,  who  used  three  words 
to  indicate  one  thing,  and  one  word  to  indicate 
three  things,  throughout  the  Bill ;  but  the  sub- 
section went  on, — 

"Provided  always  that  in  no  case  shall  any 
section  be  subdivided,  nor  shall  any  such  sec- 
tions be  so  grouped  into  an  allotment  unless  the 
same  are  immediately  contiguous  to  one  another, 
nor  shall  th.e  maximum  area  of  an  allotment 
be  augmented." 

He  could  not  agree  with  that  at  all.  An  order 
had  been  issued  at  the  Survey  Office  that  all  sec- 
lions  should  be  surveyed  into  320-aore  sections, 
and  now  a  man  who  held  160  acres  could  not  get 
the  full  amount  he  was  entitled  to  purchase.  lie 
(Mr.  Pyke)  thought  all  sections  should  be  made  60 
or,  rather,  80  acres.  Eighty  acres  was  the  proper 
proportion,  for  of  course  four  times  that  was  320. 
But  why  should  no  person  be  allowed  to  take  up 
the  necessary  proportion  to  enable  him  to  obtain 
the  full  complement  of  320  acres  unless  the  sec- 
tions were  contiguous  ?  That  was  very  hard.  If 
a  man  had  not  been  able  to  secure  originally  more 
than  160  acres,  why  should  he  not  be  allowed  to  take 
up  another  160  acres  whether  it  adjoined  his  own 
land  or  not  ?  There  was  another  point  to  which  he 
should  like  to  direct  the  'attention  of  the  House 
and  the  Government.  There  was  an  evident  at- 
tempt in  the  Bill  to  defraud  the  County  Councils. 
He  was  surprised  at  the  present  Government 
bringing  down  a  measure  so  fraught  with  danger 
to  those  bodies.  He  was  not  at  all  surprised 
at  such  a  Bill  having  been  brought  down  by  the 
late  GoTernraent,  because  it  was  well  known  they 
were  opposed  to  the  county  system  ;  but  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  who  was  the  proximate  cause  of 
the  county  system  being  adopted  by  the  House, 
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ought  to  haye  known  that  this  was  a  direct  blow 
at  the  county  system  of  government.  He  referred 
to  subsections  (f>)  and  (7).  With  regard  to  (6), 
there  appeared  to  be  some  justice  in  the  provision 
that  a  one-third  proportion  of  the  moneys  as  re- 
ceived by  the  Government  should  be  paid  to  the 
local  bodies ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  Government  did  not  pay  the 
counties  any  money  in  connection  with  the  one- 
third  deferred-payment  blocks,  except  after  having 
compelled  the  counties  to  submit  for  the  approval 
of  the  Waste  Lands  Board — who  knew  nothing 
of  the  subject — the  roads  they  intended  to  make, 
and  sent  certificates  to  the  Government  certify- 
ing that  the  money  had  been  spent  upon  these 
particular  roads.  Therefore  it  simply  amounted 
to  this:  that  the  counties  would  not  be  able  to 
make  roads  imtil  the  whole  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase-money was  paid,  because  they  only  got  one- 
third  per  annum.  They  could  not  get  roads  for 
the  people  who  demanded  them.  But  subsection 
(7)  was  monstrous  : — 

"The  provisions  of  section  fifty-nine  of  the 
said  Act  shall  not  apply  in  respect  of  any  pastoral 
lands  sold  on  deferred  payments,  but  the  whole 
of  the  payments  made  from  time  to  time  in  respect 
thereof  shall  be  dealt  with  as  ordinary  land  re- 
venue." 

That  did  away  with  the  one-third  entirely,  and 
provided  that  the  local  bodies  should  simply  have 
20  per  cent,  from  the  ordinary  revenue.  Thei*e 
were  two  evils  connected  with  that.  In  the  first 
place  it  would  deprive  the  County  Councils  and 
Boad  Boards  of  the  money  by  which  they  propose 
to  render  facile  access  to  the  land  so  sold  ;  and 
in  the  second  place  the  Government  said,  "  We 
will  sell  these  lands,  but  will  make  no  provision 
for  any  roads  being  made  through  them  ;'*  and  it 
would  operate  very  injuriously  against  the  Go- 
vernment, inasmuch  as  it  would  prevent  sales  of 
land  taking  place  so  freely  as  they  would  do  if 
the  pureliasers  knew  that  one-third  of  the  pro- 
ceeds would  go  to  the  local  bodies  for  making 
roads  and  rendering  the  land  accessible.  There 
was  one  other  matter  to  which  he  might  direct  at- 
tention and  that  was  the  technical  difficulties  in 
the  Act  of  1877,  which  ought  to  be  remedied  by 
a  Bill  of  this  sort.  He  should  not  oppose  the 
second  reading,  but  should  strongly  oppose  the  Bill 
in  Committee,  unless  it  were  amended  in  many 
respects.  He  did  not  hold  the  gentlemen  on  tlie 
Treasury  benches  iTsponsihle,  for  it  was  not  their 
Bill  at  all.  He  would  also  like  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  and  the  House  to  the 
desirability  of  abolishing  Waste  Lands  Boards. 
There  were  hardly  two  opinions  on  the  sub- 
ject. There  were  Waste  Lands  Boards  —  ho 
would  not  speuk  of  the  composition  of  those 
Boards,  because  he  could  not  do  so  without 
being  actually  libellous— but  there  were  Waste 
Lands  Boards,  and  behind  them  a  Commissioner 
sheltering  himself,  no  one  being  responsible; 
and  then  there  was  a  Minister,  who  could  not  be 
considered  responsible,  because  he  was  depen- 
dent upon  the  Waste  Lands  Boards,  which  were 
responsible  to  nobody.  What  could  be  worse  than 
an  irresponsible  body  dealing  with  the  landed 
property  of  the  country  ?  And  yet  that  was  the 
Mr,  Pyke 


present  position  of  affairs.  It  would  be  far  better 
to  abolish  the  Waste  Lands  Boards,  and  to  ap- 
point Commissioners  who  would  act  entirely 
under  Government.  Let  these  officers  be  directly 
responsible  to  the  Minister  for  their  actions,  and 
let  the  Minister  be  directly  responsible  to  the 
House.  He  asked  the  Government  to  take  this 
question  into  consideration,  and  not  to  persevere 
with  this  abortion  of  a  Bill  just  now — he  could 
call  it  nothing  else — and  he  hoped  that,  while  they 
practised  the  virtues  of  their  predecessors,  they 
would  not  clothe  themselves  in  their  rags.  Let 
them  take  the  Bill  back,  and  bring  down  one 
better  considered,  wiser,  and  more  prudent  than 
this  Bill  was. 

Mr.  LUNDON  would  like  to  say  a  few  words 
in  regard  to  this  Bill,  because,  coming  from  the 
Counties  of  Hokianga  and  Mongonui,  he  was 
greatly  interested  in  seeing  some  change  in  the 
present  land  law.  He  hoped  there  would  be 
legislation  so  that  the  industry  for  which  those 
counties  were  specially  suitable  would  be  en- 
couraged. The  late  Government  had  reaerved  a 
piece  of  land  some  26,000  acres  in  extent  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  wine-making  settlement, 
and  he  hoped  the  present  Government  would 
also  legislate  in  that  direction.  If  they  did  so, 
and  set  about  their  work  heartily,  he  could  assure 
them  they  would  not  get  from  him  so  much 
of  that  opposition  which  they  had  had  during 
the  last  week  or  two,  because  he  felt  that  that 
district,  in  times  past,  had  been  greatly  neg- 
lected. He  took  steps  in  the  matter  when  he 
was  in  the  Provincial  Council,  but  there  were 
difficulties  in  the  way  and  ho  could  not  succeed. 
There  was  366,000  acres  of  excellent  land,  all  in 
the  County  of  Hokianga,  but  the  waste  land  laws 
had  prevented  the  land  being  sold.  The  Na- 
tive Minister  passed  through  the  district  a  short 
time  ago  when  he  was  making  a  certain  inquiry. 
Ho  went  down  into  one  of  the  finest  districts  in 
the  colony,  and  he  had  told  him  (Mr.  Lundon) 
he  had  seen  100,000  acres  of  land  as  good  as  he 
wished  to  see  anywhere,  and  which,  if  it  were 
in  any  other  part  of  the  country,  would  be 
worth  £6  per  acre.  This  was  land  which  bad 
been  ofiered  at  £2  and  £1  per  acre,  and  for 
which  there  had  not  been  even  a  bid.  Mr.  Bryce 
went  himself,  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Newton,  into  the  office  of  the  Waste  Lands  Board, 
and  ofiered  to  take  up  two  farms  at  the  upset 
price ;  but  the  law  prevented  it.  As  he  under- 
stood, the  law  was  that  when  land  was  offered  for 
sale  it  must  be  gazetted  a  month  before  it  could  be 
taken  up.  Consequently  Mr.  Bryce  did  not  take 
it  up.  He  (Mr.  Lundon)  regretted  this,  espe- 
cially as  the  value  of  the  land  would  have  been 
attested  by  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Bryce's  experience, 
who  had  said  that  if  he  knew  anything  he  knew 
what  good  land  was ;  and  if  Mr.  Bryce  had  been 
able  to  take  up  these  two  farms  it  would  have 
encouraged  others  to  follow  his  example.  There 
were  no  roads  or  means  of  communication  in  the 
district,  and  people  who  went  there  in  seardi 
of  land  got  frightened  and  turned  back  without 
seeing  it.  He  had  not  yet  read  the  Bill  before 
them.  Their  minds  had  been  so  occupied  by  wars 
and  rumours  of  wars  since  he  came  to  Wellington 
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that  he  wa«  now  as  ignorant  of  the  proTisions  of 

this  Bill  as  when  he  left  his  place  in  the  North. 

If  the  Minister  of  Lands  would  consent  to  take 

onlj  the  second  reading  now,  he  would  support 

the  measure  right  through  if  upon  reading  it  ho 

found  it  was  one  calculated  to  do  good  to  the 

country.     What  he  wanted  to  see  in  his  district 

were  roads  and  bridges,  and  special  settlements. 

Lands  in  Canterbury  and  Otago  were  much  more 

Taluable  than  lands  in  the  North  of  Auckland  ; 

BO  also  were  lands  in  Waneanui  and  Tarunaki 

more  valuable   than  lands  m    his  part  of   the 

world  ;   and,  while  they  placed  a  reserve  price 

of   30s.   an  acre  on   land   north  of   Auckland, 

not  an  acre  would  be  sold.    Then,  if  the  lands 

were  not  sold,  and  if  the  House  voted  no  money 

to  make  roads  and  bridges   with,   the  country 

would   still  remain   unsettled.     They  had  had 

their  fight  and  squabble  over  the  Q-ovemment 

seats,  and  what  they  had  now  to  do  was  to  pass 

good  measures.    He  would  point  out  that  an  Act 

which  would  answer  for  Otago  would  not  answer 

for  the  North  of  Auckland ;  nor  would  an  Act  for 

the  Waikato  answer  for  the  North  of  Auckland. 

The  North  of  Auckland  had  been  crying  out  for 

years.    The  North  of  Auckland  had  had  no  money 

expended  in  it,  either  by  the  County  Council  or  by 

that  House.    It  was  quite  true  that  a  large  sum 

was  voted  for  the  County  Council,  but  that  was  a 

mere  "  blind  "  to  induce  them  to  accept  the  Act. 

He  might  inform  the  Minister  of  Lands  that  the 

County  Council  in  Hokianga  had  been  writing  to 

the  Survey  Department  to  get  a  road  surveyed  in 

this  district.    There  was  not  one  chain  of  road  in 

the  County  of  Hokianga  made  yet.     The  Council 

had  been  writing  to  the  late  Government,  and  had 

telegraphed  to  Sir  George  Grey  on  the  subject. 

The   late  Premier   telegraphed  that  a  surveyor 

would  be  sent,  but  he  had  not  been  sent  yet.     He 

(Mr.  Lundon)  was  well  acquainted  with  the  wants 

of  the  district,  and  hoped  he  would  be  able  to  make 

a  change  for  its  good  in  that  House.    If  he  did  not 

succeed,  it  would  be  no  fault  of  his.     He  could  say 

nothing  of  a  Bill  which  he  had  neither  seen  nor 

read  ;   but,  if  the  Minister  of  Lands  put  a  reserve 

of  30s.  an  acre  on  land  in  the  North  of  Auckland, 

he  ventured  to  say  that  not  one  acre  would  be 

sold,  unless  gentlemen  like  Mr.  Bryce  went  there 

and  saw  how  good  some  of  it  was,  and  could  afford 

to  take  it  up.     But  to  go  and  live  upon  it  before 

there  were  roads  and  bridges  made  was  out  of 

people's  power.     There  was  now  an  opportunity 

for  the  Government  to  settle  the  districts  in  the 

North  by  letting  them  have  the  land  at  a  small 

price,  and  giving  them  work  at  road-making,  &c., 

for   a   year  or  two.     The   County   Councils  in 

Mongonui  and  Hokianga  had  unanimously  agreed 

that  they  would  use  their  influence  to  have  the 

price  of  land  fixed  at  as  liberal  a  rate  as  possible ; 

and  he  hoped  that,  having  drawn  the  attention  of 

the  Minister  of  Lands  to  the  mistake  of  fixing 

the  upset  price  of  land  in  the  North  of  Auckland 

at  303.  an  acre,  that  honorable  gentleman  would 

look  seriously  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  said  he  should  like  to  make 
a  few  remarks  before  the  Bill  went  into  Commit- 
tee. He  might  say  that  he  intended  to  support 
the  Bill  generally.    At  the  same  time  he  thought 


and  hoped  that  in  Committee  it  might  be  amended 
with  very  great  advantage  to  the  country  and  to 
the  Government.  He  had  two  or  three  objec- 
tions to  the  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  there  was 
too  much  "Governor"  in  the  Bill ;  in  the  second 
place,  the  price  fixed  for  land  was  too  high  j  and 
the  third  objection  was,  that  there  was  no  pro- 
vision for  amended  administration  of  the  land. 
He  objected  to  so  much  gubernatorial  legisla- 
tion— to  so  much  administrative  legislation.  He 
thought  it  better  that  it  should  be  settled  by  the 
Government  in  power  at  the  time,  and  that  they 
should  come  down  with  fixed,  definite,  and  ascer- 
tained proposals  with  reference  to  the  price  of 
land  in  various  districts,  showing  that  they  had 
made  themselves  acquainted  with  the  quality  of 
the  land  in  various  parts  of  the  colony,  and  the 
price  at  which  it  ought  to  be  offered  for  sale. 
With  regard  to  his  second  objection — that  the 
price  was  too  high — he  was  very  much  of  the 
same  opinion  as  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands  when  he  stated  that  legislation 
made  with  reference  to  Canterbury,  or  Welling- 
ton, or  Hawke's  Bay,  or  Auckland  would  not  be 
suitable  to  the  circumstances  and  requirements  of 
the  people  and  the  land  lying  to  the  north  of 
Auckland.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  would  like  to 
impress  upon  the  Government  the  fact  that  the 
legislation  they  might  make  in  reference  to  evei-y 
other  pai-t  of  New  Zealand  was  in  no  way  refer- 
able, acceptable,  or  applicable  to  the  west  coast 
of  the  Middle  Island.  He  had  a  great  deal  of 
sympathy  with  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands  in  what  he  said — that  the  legisla- 
tion attempted  in  this  Bill  was  unsuitable  to 
their  requirements ;  because  he  had  been  a  resi- 
dent for  the  last  nine  years  on  the  west  coast 
of  the  Middle  Island,  and  he  found,  to  his 
cost,  and  to  the  cost  of  every  person  resid- 
ing in  the  same  community  with  him,  that  the 
price  of  land  had  been  fixed  at  far  too  high  a 
rate.  From  the  time  he  first  went  down  there 
up  till  now  he  had  seen  people  who  had  made 
small  fortunes  by  gold-digging  waiting  about  town 
in  the  hope  of  gaining  land  at  a  reasonable  price 
—  or  any  price  at  all — that  they  might  settle 
upon  it.  These  people,  after  waiting  a  most  un- 
reasonable time,  had  to  go  away,  either  because 
they  could  receive  no  answer  at  all,  or  because 
the  price  was  too  higli.  When  he  told  honor- 
able members,  with  reference  to  land  almost  uni- 
versally on  the  West  Coast,  that  it  cost  from  £40 
to  £60  an  acre  to  clear  it  so  as  to  render  it  fit 
for  the  plough,  they  would  understand  that  any 
legislation  they  might  make  with  reference  to 
the  flat  lands  of  Canterbury,  or  any  other  clear 
lands,  was  utterly  unflt  for  the  West  Coast.  It 
was  because  the  Governments  from  time  to  time 
had  never  been  alive  to  the  fact  that  the 
whole  of  New  Zealand  required  departmental 
or  district  legislation  —  not  general  legislation, 
but  legislation  applicable  to  the  various  dis- 
tricts of  the  colony  —  it  was  because  they  had 
not  recognized  this  fact,  that  the  lands  had  ceased 
to  be  sold,  and  the  land  revenue  had  fallen  off 
to  the  extent  it  had.  Section  3  provided  that 
the  upset  price  should  be  not  less  than  30s.  per 
acre  for  rural  land  and  90s.  per  acre  for  suburban 
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land.  Now,  he  begged  to  recommend  to  the 
House  that  the  minimam  should  be  lowered  to 
10a.  an  acre,  with  provisoes  for  residence  and 
improvement.  He  would  not  do  anything  which 
would  enable  any  man,  for  29.  6cl.,  58.,  or  lOs.  an 
acre,  to  get  hold  of  a  liuge  block,  and  simply  hold 
it  and  spend  nothing  upon  it,  trusting  to  time 
and  circumstances  to  enable  him  to  dispose  of  it 
at  a  large  profit ;  but,  by  making  wise  provision 
with  regard  to  settlement  and  improvements  on 
the  deferred-payment  principle,  he  apprehended 
that  the  Government  might  make  the  lowest 
price  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  whole  of  the 
colony.  Taking  the  lands  of  the  west  coast  of 
the  Middle  Island  of  New  Zealand,  and  the  fact 
that  it  required  from  £40  to  £60  to  put  it  into 
such  a  condition  that  a  man  dare  put  a  plough 
into  it,  if  they  offered  these  lands  to  bond  fide 
settlers  at  10s.  an  acre  they  would  go  upon  it 
and  clear  it.  In  the  first  year  it  would  cost 
them  £4  lOs.  to  £5  an  acre  to  cut  down  the 
timber.  They  would  wait  for  a  favourable 
opportunity  the  following  summer  to  burn  it  off, 
to  enable  them  to  rough-sow  the  ground  with 
grass.  Then  it  would  take  from  ten  to  twelve 
years  to  rot  the  stumps,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
reduce  the  land  into  reasonable  condition,  in  order 
to  plough  it.  He  submitted  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  provide  for  the  sale  of  that  land  at 
lOs.  an  acre,  say,  giving  a  ten-years  lease,  or 
making  the  deferred  payments  extend  over  ten 
years.  Is.  an  acre  for  each  year,  insisting  upon 
residence  and  an  improvement  clause,  that  in 
so  many  years  the  whole  of  the  bush  should  be 
cut  down,  and  reducing  the  price  to  the  lowest 
possible  limit  —  by  these  means  the  bond  fide 
settler  would  be  induced  to  settle  on  these  lands 
and  to  clear  them  of  the  useless  bush  which  now 
grew  upon  them  and  prevented  the  growth  of 
grass  or  crops.  The  land  ought  to  bo  given  to 
bond  fide  settlers  on  deferred  payments  extend- 
ing over  a  reasonable  term  :  the  price  should  be 
made  ns  low  as  possible.  Thus  the  land  would 
be  taken  up  and  cleared,  the  whole  country  would 
thereby  be  greatly  benefited,  the  people  would  be- 
come located  on  the  land,  and  a  very  great  increase 
and  improvement  in  the  population  and  produc- 
tion would  follow.  Now,  with  reference  to  the 
amended  Act,  it  would  be  within  the  recollection 
of  honorable  members  that  some  time  ago  he 
asked  a  question  from  the  Minister  of  Lands  with 
the  object  of  ascertaining  whether  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  make  any  provision  for  an 
amended  administration  of  land  on  the  West 
Coast.  This  was  the  difficulty  they  had  been 
suffering  f .  om  for  years.  They  had  made  repeated 
representations,  and  were  every  time  promised 
amendment,  but  never  until  this  day  had  they 
received  any.  He  would  support  the  present 
Government  if  they  introduced  a  measure  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  facilitating  the  acquisi- 
tion and  settlement  of  land  on  the  west  coast  of 
the  Middle  Island.  That  land  was  good  grass- 
producing  counti-y  once  the  bush  was  cleared 
Irom  it,  the  frequent  rains  and  moderate  seasons 
conduciog  to  the  production  of  good  grasses ;  and 
if  the  bush  were  cleared  away  they  would  have  a 
permanent  class  of  settlers  on  the  West  Coast.  At 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher 


present  the  people  were  entirely  dependent  upon 
the  East  Coast,  even  for  their  vegetables,  be- 
cause the  conditions  of  acquiring  the  land  were  so 
absurd  and  prohibitory  that  it  was  allowed  to  lie 
in  an  unproductive  state.  He  would  impress  upon 
Government  the  urgent  necessity  for  better  ad- 
ministration of  West  Coast  lands,  enabling  people 
to  get  the  lands  cheaply  and  quickly.  He  in- 
tended to  support  the  Bill,  but  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  bring  down  such  amendments 
as  would  embody  the  views  of  honorable  members. 
Mr.  KELLY  was  very  much  disappointed  with 
the  Bill,  as  he  thought  the  Government  intended 
to  bring  down  a  general  measure  to  deal  with  the 
land  question,  but  this  was  merely  a  technical 
Bill,  and  one  that  would  scarcely  be  worth  dis- 
cussing if  it  had  not  been  for  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  moved  the  second  read- 
ing. Every  pei-son  would  admit  that  it  wa«  necef- 
sary  to  provide  facilities  for  settling  the  people 
on  the  land ;  and  that  was  the  question  the  Go- 
vernment would  seriously  have  to  face.  The  only 
question  was  how  this  was  properly  to  be  done. 
The  requirements  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
colony  would  have  to  be  carefully  studied  in 
order  to  bring  this  about,  and  the  present  Bill 
was  not  calculated  to  assist  in  securing  that  result. 
When  the  Provincial  Councils  had  power  to  deal 
with  the  land,  there  was  some  chance  of  local  con- 
ditions being  recognized,  and  such  regulations 
framed  as  facilitated  the  settlement  of  tl»e  people 
upon  it.  The  Taranaki  Provincial  Council  passed 
an  Act  which  to  a  large  extent  opened  up  the 
land  in  that  province  to  settlement ;  but  when  the 
provinces  were  abolished,  and  the  House  took  up 
the  question  of  dealing  with  the  land,  the  system 
was  entirely  altered.  Instead  of  recognizing  that 
the  different  parts  of  the  colony  required  dif- 
ferent modes  of  treatment,  one  cast-iron  system 
was  adopted;  and  the  Taranaki  system,  which 
was  calcui  ted  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  the 
people  on  the  land,  was  swept  away,  and  tliey 
were  placed  under  regulations  which  almost  put 
an  end  to  settlement  on  forest  lands  under  the 
deferred-payment  system.  The  requirements  of 
Otago  were  entirely  different  from  the  require- 
ments of  other  parts  of  the  colony  where  the  land 
was  covered  with  forest.  In  dealing  with  forest 
land  under  the  Act  of  1874  the  Province  of 
Taranaki  dispensed  with  the  residence  conditions, 
but  enforced  improvement  conditions,  and  that 
system  was  entirely  successful:  but,  aa  soon  as  the 
Act  of  1877  came  into  operation  settlement  at 
once  fell  off  to  a  very  great  extent,  the  reason  being 
that  forest  land  required  years  of  expenditure 
to  fit  it  for  actual  settlement.  Under  the  Act  of 
1877  not  only  were  improvements  to  be  made 
by  the  deferred-payment  selectors,  but  residence 
was  imperative.  That  had  the  effect  of  restricting 
the  settlement  of  large  numbers  of  people  who 
desired  to  make  homes  for  their  children.  In 
imposing  that  condition,  the  House  made  a  great 
mistake.  The  only  way  to  provide  for  the  advan- 
tageous settlement  of  the  land  was  to  dispense 
with  the  residence  condition  —  which  was  not 
required — and  enforce  cultivation.  They  ought 
then  to  assist  the  settlers  by  making  roads,  and 
nothing  more  would  be  required.    As  for  special 
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settlements,  he  did  not  believe  in  nursing  them  up. 
By  disposing  of  the  land  on  fair  terms,  they 
found  that  the  finest  land  in  Taranaki  was  readily 
taken  up,  and  that  the  settlers  did  well.  The 
beet  thing  tbe  GoTemment  could  do  with  the 
Bill  was  to  withdraw  it  and  reconsider  the  whole 
sabject,  because  a  merely  technical  Bill  was  not 
likely  to  assist  materially  in  settUng  the  people  on 
the  land.  It  had  been  already  remarked  that  the 
settlers  laboured  under  a  great  many  disabilities. 
That  was  perfectly  true,  and  it  was  one  strong 
reason  why  they  should  deal  liberally  with  the 
deferred-payment  settlers,  for  it  had  been  found 
that  the  cash  buyer  was  not  always  the  best 
settler.  The  best  settlers  on  the  forest  lands 
as  a  rule  were  really  those  who  took  up  land 
on  deferred  payments.  They  gave  50  per  cent. 
more  for  the  land,  and  were  bound  to  make 
improTements.  This  Bill  was  the  opposite  of 
a  liberal  Bill.  He  would  not  at  present  discuss 
the  question  whether  it  was  wise  to  continue  the 
existence  of  the  Waste  Lands  Boards.  All  he 
would  say  was,  that  the  Wusta  Lands  Board  of 
Taranaki  had  worked  well,  and  had  settled  many 
difficulties  that  could  not  have  been  settled  by 
the  GoTernment.  In  the  case  of  the  deferred- 
payment  settlers,  who  always  would  have  griev- 
ances, it  was  much  better  to  have  these  com- 
plaints settled  by  these  Boards,  whose  delibera- 
tions were  open  to  the  Press,  than  by  the  Crown 
Liands  Commissioner,  who  acted  on  the  part  of 
tlie  Government,  and  was  only  responsible  to 
the  Gt>vernment.  As  regarded  responsibility,  he 
thought  the  GoTemraent  ought  to  be  entirely 
responsible  for  the  general  policy  of  land  admini- 
stration. They  nominated  the  Boards,  and  could 
at  any  time  dismiss  them  if  they  failed  properly 
to  administer  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown. 
HaTing  the  power  of  dismissing  the  Boards,  they 
could  always  see  that  they  properly  administered 
the  functions  which  devolved  on  them  by  law. 

Mr.  THOMSON  said  the  Minister  of  Lands 
had  fairly  explained  the  principal  features  of  the 
Bill,  although  there  were  some  points  he  had 
not  touched  upon.  He  thought  it  was  to  be 
regretted  that  he  hod  not  put  the  Bill  into  the 
shape  in  which  he  desired  it  to  pass  through  the 
House.  He  was  also  sorry  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  proposed  to  embody  in  the  Bill  the 
clauses  regarding  the  village  settlements.  The 
Bill  was  really  an  amendment  of  the  Act  of  1877, 
but  the  village- settlement  clauses  were  altogether 
new,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  well  that  they 
should  be  put  into  a  separate  Bill.  The  attention 
of  the  public  would  then  be  directed  to  that 
special  feature  of  their  legislation,  and  the  Act 
would  be  a  text-book  to  persons  who  wished  to 
settle  upon  the  waste  lands  under  that  system. 
Objections  had  been  urged  against  various  clauses 
of  the  Bill.  Several  honorable  members  had 
argued  that  the  price  was  too  high.  The  upset 
price  of  deferred-payment  land  at  present  was, 
as  everybody  knew,  £3  an  acre ;  but  it  was  put  up 
at  auction  and  sometimes  knocked  down  for  as 
much  as  £10  an  acre.  He  was  at  a  sale  a  few 
months  ago,  and,  when  the  persons  who  had 
lodged  their  applications  were  brought  up  to 
bid,  they  did  so  with  such  rapidity  that  he  iWly 


thought  they  would  shake  their  heads  off.  Surely 
it  would  be  an  improvement  on  the  present  sys- 
tem that  the  price  should  be  reduced  to  308.  an 
acre.  In  Otago,  at  all  events,  such  a  reduction 
would  be  considered  a  very  great  boon,  and  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  knew  dis- 
tricts that  would  be  settled,  if  such  a  reduc- 
tion were  made,  but  which  would  otherwise  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  pastoral  tenants,  or 
pass  away  as  freeholds  at  £1  an  acre.  Of  course 
there  was  a  great  diversity  in  the  quality  of 
land  in  this  country,  and  it  was  only  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  poor  land  should  bring  a  small 
price;  but  it  was  not  poor  land  that  was  sup- 
posed to  be  opened  up  under  the  deferred-pay- 
ment sjstem.  It  was  the  best  land,  and,  unless 
the  persons  who  took  up  land  this  way  got  land  of 
fair  quality,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  make  a 
living  out  of  it.  Formerly  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cils used  to  send  up  resolutions  which  they 
thought  would  meet  the  requirements  of  their 
several  districts ;  but  the  Provincial  Councils  had 
been  done  away  with,  and  it  would  appear  to 
him,  from  some  of  the  arguments  advanced  that 
evening,  that  it  was  a  matter  for  regret  that  those 
bodies  had  been  abolished,  and  if  the  question 
now  were  before  the  House  those  honorable 
gentlemen  might  not  again  vote  for  Abolition. 
The  remarks  that  had  been  made  showed  that 
this  was  not  simply  a  technical  Bill,  as  stated 
by  the  honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth. 
The  Bill  embodied  some  large  principles  in 
it.  It  was  stated  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Motueka  that  the  residence  clause  should  be  dis- 
pensed with.  He  dissented  entirely  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  on  that  point,  and  thought 
the  Legislature  had,  if  anything,  been  too  remiss 
with  regard  to  residence.  They  did  not  want  the 
people  to  take  up  land  for  speculative  purposes, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  settling  upon  it.  He 
knew  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  system, 
when  the  price  was  25s.  per  acre,  many  single 
men  took  up  sections,  and  kept  them  for  years  in 
the  expectation  of  selling  them  at  a  profit.  He 
also  knew  districts  which  were  populated  very 
much  by  single  men.  This  was  a  great  drawback, 
because  the  settlers  who  had  children  could  not 
get  them  educated.  From  what  he  knew  of  the 
deferred-payment  system,  he  would  almost  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that  the  State  should  assist  no  man  to 
get  land  unless  he  was  married.  Then  he  noticed 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan  made 
some  remarks  on  the  2nd  subsection  of  clause  3, 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  appear  to 
understand  very  well.  The  honorable  gentleman 
seemed  to  labour  under  the  impression  that  any 
person  who  had  hitherto  taken  up  land,  say,  to 
the  extent  of  200  acres,  could  take  up  120  addi- 
tional acres :  but  that  was  not  contemplated. 
Some  districts  had  been  surveyed  into  small  allot- 
ments of  70, 80,  and  90  acres.  Under  the  present 
law  a  man  could  take  up  only  one  allotment,  no 
matter  whether  it  was  50  acres  or  320  acres.  That 
was  the  way  in  which  the  law  was  interpreted 
and  administered  in  Otago.  In  order  to  get  oyer 
the  difficulty,  it  was  proposed  that  any  person 
could  take  up  two  or  three  allotments,  provided 
they  did  not  exceed  in  the  whole  320  acres.    It 
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was  also  understood  not  to  be  desirable  that  a 
man  should  be  able  to  cut  a  neighbouring  allot- 
ment into  two  to  make  up  his  deficiencj,  and 
take  whichever  half  he  chose.  He  would  hare 
to  take  the  whole  of  it,  provided  he  had  not, 
altogether,  more  than  320  acres.  Of  course, 
if  he  could  cut  up  the  section  as  he  pleased 
he  would  take  the  best  part  of  it,  and  the 
rest  would  probably  remain  unsold.  Again, 
there  was  a  clause  providing  that  a  third  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  deferred  -  payment  land 
should  go  to  the  counties  as  the  money  accrued. 
The  law  at  present  was  that  one-third  of  the 
deferred-payment  agricultural  land  went  to  the 
counties  m  the  first  instance.  Tliat  was  to  say, 
before  one  shilling  went  into  the  Treasury  the 
counties  got  one-third  of  the  proceeds.  That 
was  so  far  good,  because  the  deferred-payment 
settlers  had  to  go  upon  the  land,  and  it  was  veir 
desirable  that  they  should  have  fair  roads ;  and, 
unless  the  counties  had  the  money  to  make  roads, 
of  course  the  settlers  must  be  put  to  great  incon- 
Tenience.  He  must  say  he  thought  the  law  as  it 
stood^  was  very  good  in  this  respect.  However,  it 
was  proposed  in  the  present  Bill  to  change  the 
law  on  that  particular  point.  It  provided  that 
during  the  ten  years  over  which  the  payments 
extended  one-third  of  the  proceeds  should  go  to 
the  counties  as  the  money  was  paid  into  the 
Treasury.  It  appeared  that,  in  the  case  of  de- 
ferred-payment pastoral  land,  one-third  of  the 
proceeds  also  went  to  the  counties  under  the 
present  law.  But  that  was  really  never  intended 
by  the  Legislature.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
House  at  the  time  the  Act  was  passed,  and  his 
understanding  of  the  law  was,  that  in  the  case 
of  the  deferred -payment  pastoral  land  the  whole 
of  the  proceeds  were  to  go  into  the  Colonial 
Treasury.  He  understood  that  that  .point  was 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Government  by 
the  Audit  Department.  As  an  instance  of  the 
working  of  the  Act,  if  so  interpreted,  he  might 
say  there  was,  at  the  present  time,  in  Otago,  a 
run — No.  369 — whicli  had  been  surveyed,  with 
the  intention  of  selling  it  as  deferred- payment 
pastoral  land.  If  the  Government  were  to  open 
up  tliis  block  and  sell  it,  as  originally  proposed, 
they  must,  in  the  first  instance,  pay  the  runholder 
£10,000  or  £12,000  compensation,  and  would 
then  have  to  lie  out  of  their  money  for  five  years. 
He  had  not  the  exact  particulars  of  the  case,  but 
the  facts  were  something  as  he  had  stated  them. 
It  could  not  be  supposed  that  the  Government 
should  be  so  liberal  as  that.  Those  who  came 
from  pastoral  districts,  and  wore  anxious  to  see 
the  deferred-payment  system  extended  to  those 
districts,  should  support  the  clause  in  the  pre- 
sent Bill ;  because,  if  it  were  not  passed,  the  pro- 
babilities were  that  the  deferred-payment  pastoral 
system  would  not  be  taken  advantage  of  to  the 
extent  it  would  be  if  the  law  were  altered.  Then 
he  might  explain  tlie  6th  clause,  to  which  the 
Minister  of  Lands  had  not  referred.  The  law  at 
present  was  not  very  explicit,  but  the  way  it  was 
interpreted  was  that,  when  a  run  was  sold,  the 
purchaser  of  the  lease  paid  in  advance  one  year's 
rent,  beginning  from  the  1st  March  following  the 
date  of  sale,  and  he  also  paid  rent  at  the  same 
3fr.  Thomson 


rate,  from   the    date  on  which    the    lease  was 
sold,  up  to  the  1st  March  following.     Suppos- 
ing a  run  was  sold  in  April,  as  they  were  last 
year,   the   purchasers   had    to  pay   very   nearly 
two  years*  rent.     But  that  was  not  what  was 
intended  by  the  Act  of  1877.    What  was  under- 
stood was  that,  in  the  case  of  runs  that  were 
under  lease,  the  purchaser  of  the  lease  should  pay 
one  year's  rent,  commencing  on  the  1st   March 
following ;  but  that,  in  the  case  of  runs  not  under 
lease,  the  purchaser,  in  addition  to   the   year's 
rent,   should   pay   rent   up  to  the   1st   March; 
because,  in  the  case  of  unoccupied  land,  the  pur- 
chaser could  go  upon  it  at  once,  and  therefore 
it  was  only  reasonable  that  he  should  pay  rent 
for  it.     However,   the   law  having   been   inter- 
preted as  he  had  stated,  the  purchasers  of  leases 
had  to  pay  very  nearly  two  years'  rent — in  some 
instances    amounting  to  nearly  £800.     This,  of 
course,  prevented  men  of  more  moderate  means 
going  in  and  bidding  for  tlie  country.     It  was 
therefore  thought  advisable  that  a  change  should 
be   made  in   tlio   law,  and  that  the  purchaser 
should   pay  half  a  year's  rent  in   the   case  of 
land  under  lease,  and,  in  the  case  of  land  not 
under  lease,  he  should  pay  that,  and  also  rent 
from  the  date  of  sale  up  to  the  1st  of  Mardi 
following.     Before  sitting  down,  he  would  again 
refer  to  the  village-settlement  clauses.     It  was 
the  intention  of  the  late  Government  to  devote 
considerable  attention  to   the  settlement  of  the 
country.     He  himself  had  thought  for  years  past 
that  there  was  too  great  a  tendency  on  the  part 
of  the  people  in  this  country  to  congregate  in 
towns.     This  was  particularly  noticeable  in  the 
case  of  immigrants  arriving  in  our  large  cities 
after  a  long  sea  voyage.    When  they  got  on  shore 
everything  was  pleasant*  to  them.     They  knew 
people  in  the  town,  and  they  began  to  like  town 
life  better  than  country  life.     It  was  within  his 
own    knowledge    that  this   was    the   case  even 
witli    country    people.       Now,    he    thought    it 
was   the   duty  of  the  Legislature   to   do  all  it 
could  to  get  people  settled  on  the   lands — to 
use  every   possible  means  to  induce   people  to 
take  up   allotments  of  land,  even  if  they  were 
only  an  acre  in  extent.     It  was  the  intention  of 
the  late  Government  to  give  unusual  facilities 
in  this  respect.    The  honorable  member  for  the 
Buller  had  spoken  of  the  Governor  as  being  too 
much  in  the  Bill.    Now,  the  hand  of  the  GK>vemor 
was  not  much  in  this  Bill.     But  in  the  Bill  which 
was  drafted — the  Village  Settlements  Bill — the 
hand  of  the  Governor  was  everywhere — the  Go- 
vernment could  do  everything.     It  was  propoted 
to  give  people  land  not  exceeding  fifty  acres,  and 
the  conditions  were  to  be  such  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  would  justify.     They  were  to 
get  land  on  very  easy  terms,  and,  if  they  could  not 
or  did  not  feel  inclined  to  purchase  it,  they  could 
lease   it  on  favourable  terms ;   and  considering 
that  the  quantity  of  land  which  the  Government 
intended  to  take  in  this  way  to  settle  people  upon 
was  only  200,000  acres — even  supposing  large 
sums  were  not  realized  for  it,  and  supposing  the 
hand  of  the  Governor  was  in  it  everywhere— if 
they  could  get  people  to  take  up  either  five,  ten, 
or  fifty  acres,  and  live  upon  it  and  make  homes 
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for  themMlves,  a  very  great  work  would  be  accom- 
plished. He  knew  that  some  of  their  best  and 
wealthiest  settlers  in  Otago  had  commenced  witli 
ten  acres,  and  he  supposed  the  same  conld  be 
said  with  regard  to  Canterbury  and  other  places. 
They  commenced  on  ten  acres,  lived  on  it  for 
a  few  years,  and  when  the  world  prospered  with 
them  they  went  out  further  into  the  wilder- 
ness, bought  larger  areas  of  land,  and  brought  it 
under  cultivation,  and  sold  it  perhaps  to  neigh- 
bours on  yery  reasonable  terms,  thus  doing  good 
to  themselTcs  and  to  others.  Although  be  did 
not  say  they  should  hold  out  inducements  to  men 
to  sell  their  properties — he  did  not  believe  in 
that  by  any  means — yet  he  knew  that  in  this  way 
many  of  our  old  settlers  had  prospered;  and, 
if  it  was  good  years  ago,  he  did  not  see  why  it 
should  not  be  good  still.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  wished  to  add  his  testimony 
to  that  of  others  who  had  spoken  on  this  measure 
with  reference  to  the  price  of  land.  He  con- 
sidered the  price  was  very  much  too  high,  and 
he  would  briefly  explain  why  he  thought  so. 
The  honorable  gentleman  whose  name  appeared 
at  the  head  of  the  Bill  had  told  them  how  great 
was  the  competition  at  certain  sales  of  land  on 
deferred  payments  in  his  part  of  the  country, 
and,  from  his  very  graphic  description  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  competition,  he  (Mr.  Sey- 
mour) was  quite  sure  that  a  lower  initial  price 
would  have  made  no  difference — that  was  to  say, 
that,  whatever  might  have  been  the  first  price 
offered  at  the  auction,  with  such  a  competition 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  described  the  land 
would  have  realized  its  full  and  fair  value.  He 
might  say,  before  going  further,  that  if  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  be  prepared  to  alter  the 
title  of  the  Bill  he  would  say  no  more  about  it. 
If  he  would  call  the  measure  the  "  Otago  Agri- 
cnltural  Land  Bill,"  they  would  understand  what 
they  were  discussing.  But  he  took  it  that  this 
Bill  should  be  of  a  much  more  general  character, 
and  that  there  were  many  millions  of  acres  in 
tbe  colony  which  were  not  of  such  a  description 
as  the  land  referred  to  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. And  when  the  honorable  member  said 
that  land  sold  on  deferred  payments  was  of  the 
best  and  richest  quality,  he  (Mr.  Seymour)  must 
directly  take  issue  with  him.  In  other  parts 
of  the  country  they  were  not  fo  favoured  by 
Nature,  and  he  believed  that  the  Crown  Lands 
Sale  Act  which  was  passed  in  the  session  of  1877 
had  already  very  materially  diminished  the 
sales  of  Crown  lands  and  retarded  settlement 
in  the  outlying  districts  of  a  very  large  part  of 
the  colony.  This  was  notably  the  case  in  the 
north  of  the  Middle  Island  —  both  in  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Nelson  and  Marlborough,  and  on  the 
West  Coast  —  and  in  the  North  of  Auckland. 
Considering  the  large  extent  of  country  which 
existed  in  those  portions  of  the  colony,  and  the 
fact  of  its  being  of  a  more  or  lees  hilly  and  broken 
character  and  very  much  covered  with  forest,  he 
thought  a  lower  upset  price  would  materially 
encourage  settlement.  No  harm  could  be  done, 
because  it  was  provided  that  in  the  disposal  of 
land   on   deferred    payments    proper    provision 
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should  be  made  for  settlement ;  and,  for  his  part, 
he  really  could  not  see  why  those  who,  on  pur- 
chasing their  land,  were  compelled  to  live  upon  it 
and  to  execute  certain  improvements  as  time  went 
on,  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  a  higher  price 
than  was  paid  in  cash  by  other  purchasers.  He 
had  no  more  to  say  with  reference  to  this  mea- 
sure than  briefly  to  allude  to  some  remarks  which 
had  been  made  concerning  the  Waste  Lands 
Boards.  He  was  quite  certain  they  could  not  do 
without  Waste  Lauds  Boards  unless  they  had  one 
uniform  price  and  no  auction  system.  He  knew 
from  experience  that  members  of  those  bodies 
constantly  brought  to  the  assistance  of  the  Board 
very  valuable  local  information  as  to  the  character 
and  value  of  lands.  The  reports  sent  in  by  the 
surveyors  were  very  incomplete,  and  in  most 
cases  very  meagre,  and  the  local  knowledge  of  the 
members  of  Waste  Lands  Boards  had  in  times 
past  been  of  the  utmost  service  in  fixing  the  value 
of  laud  where  it  was  to  be  assessed  at  anything 
above  the  minimum  price. 

Mr.  ORMOND  said  they  had  passed  so  rapidly 
from  subjects  of  an  entirely  different  character, 
and  had  so  unexpectedly  got  into  a  debate  on  the 
question  of  land,  that  the  subject  was  not  engaging 
so  much  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  House  as 
it  deserved.  In  addressing  himself  to  it,  which 
he  proposed  to  do  very  briefly,  he  would  first 
observe  that  he  thought  his  honorable  friend  the 
Minister  of  Lands  would  have  done  better  with 
his  subject  if  he  had  deferred  the  second  reading 
of  this  measure  until  he  had  elaborated  a  Land 
Bill  of  his  own  and  brought  it  down  ;  for  he  (Mr. 
Ormond)  agreed  entirely  with  those  honorable 
gentlemen  who  described  this  Bill  as  a  purely 
technical  one.  He  confessed  he  had  not  given 
that  attention  to  the  measure  which  he  would 
hove  done  had  he  had  any  idea  that  such  a  sub- 
ject was  coming  on  for  discussion  that  evening  ; 
but  a  very  cursory  examination  of  its  provisions 
showed  that  it  in  no  degree  dealt  in  the  way  the 
House  would  have  to  deal  with  this  very  impor- 
tant subject.  He  ventured  to  assert  that  all  the 
so-called  liberal  measures  were  of  but  small  im- 
portance in  the  opinion  of  the  country  as  com- 
pared with  this  measure  ;  and,  of  all  the  questions 
which  the  House  had  to  deal  with,  this  was  the 
one  to  which  the  country  was  looking  with  the 
greatest  attention.  To  look  at  this  Bill  and  call 
it  a  Land  Bill  for  the  country  was  simply  an 
absurdity.  He  thought  that  the  debate,  so  far  as 
it  had  gone  that  evening,  had  had  some  effect  in 
giving  the  Minister  of  Lands  some  idea  of  the 
different  principles  which  should  be  considered  in 
framing  a  Land  Bill;  and  he  hoped  the  course 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  pursue  would 
be  to  take  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  if  he 
desired  to  have  it  read  a  second  time,  and 
then  bring  down  his  own  scheme  —  which  he 
(Mr.  Ormond)  hoped  would  be  something  very 
different  from  this  —  and  take  the  debate  on 
that  scheme,  when  the  motion  for  the  committal 
of  this  Bill  came  on.  He  said  at  once  that 
such  a  Bill  as  the  present  would  in  no  way  satisfy 
him,  and  he  would  not  be  at  all  prepared  to 
accept  it  as  the  Land  Bill  which  the  country 
wanted.     Ghenerally  he  would  say  that  the  Land 
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Bill,  to  be  satisfactory,  must  be  of  a  most  liberal 
diameter.  It  must  extend  the  deferred -pay- 
ment system  to  such  a  degree  as  would  bring 
about  real  settlement  on  the  land  :  that  was  what 
was  wanted.  He  would  suggest  to  the  Minister 
of  Lands  whether  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary, 
as  the  first  step  towards  dealing  with  the  land 
question  for  the  future,  to  repeal  the  Crown 
Lands  Sale  Act.  To  his  mind,  ever  since  that 
Act  had  passed  the  effect  bad  been  to  stop  all 
settlement  on  the  land.  There  had  been  no 
settlement  on  the  land  since  that  Act  had  be- 
come law,  and,  of  all  the  Acts  of  the  late  G^- 
Teroment,  none,  in  his  opinion,  had  been  so 
detrimental  to  the  advancement  and  progress 
of  the  country  as  the  Crown  Lauds  Sale  Act. 
Therefore  he  hoped  that  the  repeal  of  that  Act 
would  be  the  first  step  taken  in  dealing  with  this 
question.  The  question  of  deferred  payments 
and  of  the  terms  on  which  the  system  was  lo  be 
established  was  glanced  at  by  the  Minister  of 
Lands  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
and  that  honorable  gentleman  clearly  had  in  his 
mind  an  altogether  different  measure  from  this. 
He  not  only  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  providing 
for  settlement  on  deferred  payments  by  indi- 
viduals, but  also  of  giving  facilities  to  associa- 
tions. Now,  he  (Mr.  Ormond)  had  had  some 
experience  in  the  working  of  these  associations, 
and  he  was  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  that 
was  perhaps  the  best  way  of  settlement  on  the 
deferred-payment  system  —  that  the  assistance 
which  men  gave  to  each  other  in  that  class  of 
settlement  by  being  collected  together,  occupy- 
ing a  block  of  country,  was  yery  great,  and 
particularly  in  bushy  country.  And  in  connec- 
tion with  this  subject  there  were  a  great  num- 
ber of  details  which  he  would  not  trouble  the 
House  with  now,  but  which,  being  interested 
in  the  subject,  and  having  recently  met  a  great 
many  persons  who  were  also  interested  in  it,  he 
had  rather  carefully  gone  into ;  and  he  would  be 
very  glad  to  communicate  with  the  Minister  of 
Lands  when  that  gentleman  was  sketching  out 
the  Bill  which  he  (Mr.  Ormond)  hoped  he  would 
bring  down  to  the  House.  The  question  of  special 
settlements  was  one  worthy  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  He  knew  there  were  differences  of 
opinion  on  this  subject ;  but  he  was  one  of  those 
who  thought  a  great  deal  of  good  had  been  done 
by  the  special-settlement  system  in  certain  places, 
and  that,  by  continuing  that  system  and  giving 
facilities  for  its  extension,  great  advantage  would 
result,  not  only  to  persons  already  living  in  the 
country,  but  also  lo  those  wlio  were  brought  into 
the  colony  with  tlie  object  of  settling  the  land  on 
such  a  system.  With  regard  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  lands,  he  confessed  that  there  was 
some  objection  to  the  Waste  Lands  Board  sys- 
tem ;  but  he  was  not  at  all  sure  that  they  would 
improve  that  by  doing  away  altogether  with  the 
local  body.  He  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  agree  with 
those  honorable  gentlemen  who  had  expressed  the 
opiuion  that  by  getting  rid  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Boardf^,  and  having  a  large  number  of  Com- 
missioners all  over  the  country,  they  would  meet 
the  difficulties  of  the  case.  The  Waste  Lands 
Boards  were  established  with  the  view  of  securing 
Mr,  Ormond 


local  assistance  in  the  administration  of  the  waste 
lands.  He  ^as  aware  that  in  certain  isolated 
localities  a  strong  feeling  had  arisen  against 
Waste  Lands  Boards  ;  but,  on  the  whole,  he  did 
not  think  they  had  worked  disadvantageouslj. 
It  was,  of  course,  a  question  whether  they  might 
not  with  advantage  contain  some  elective  prin- 
ciple. All  these  matters,  however,  were,  he 
thought,  of  less  importance  than  the  main  prin- 
ciple of  at  once  so  altering  the  price  of  land  all 
over  the  colony  that  it  should  assimilate  in  some 
degree  to  the  absolute  value  of  the  land  itself. 
That  was  the  first  great  step  towards  settling  the 
country.  The  other  was  the  establishment  of 
deferred  payments  on  such  a  liberal  system  as 
would  bring  about  the  settlement  of  the  countiy- 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  advantage  in 
going  on  further  with  the  discussion  of  this  mea- 
sure. They  would  have  to  debate  it  and  go  into 
it  very  thoroughly  when  they  had  the  kind  of 
Bill  which  he  hoped  his  honorable  friend  was 
going  to  bring  down. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  only  wished  to  speak  upon  one 
matter  in  connection  with  this  Bill.  That  was 
the  price  of  land  on  deferred  payment.  The 
difficulty  that  presented  itself,  not  to  his  mind 
alone,  but  to  those  of  many  other  persons  who 
were  desirous  for  years  to  settle  on  the  land  on 
deferred  payments,  was  that,  so  long  as  the  land 
laws  required  that  50  per  cent,  should  be  added 
to  the  regular  upset  price,  so  long  they  would 
not  be  able  to  settle  on  the  first-class  lands  of 
the  colony.  That  being  the  case,  and  this  Bill 
coming  so  suddenly  before  them,  perhaps  it  was 
desirable  now  to  face  the  difficulty  which  they 
would  ultimately  have  to  face.  He  hoped  that 
the  3rd  clause  would  be  so  amended,  not,  as  had 
been  suggested,  by  reducing  the  price  much  lower 
throughout  the  colony,  but  in  the  direction  that 
each  waste  lands  district  should  fix  the  minimum, 
differing  according  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  land  in  the  district.  It  was  absurd  to  suppose 
that  they  could  have  a  price  that  would  prevail  all 
over  the  colony  with  equity.  All  legi^ators  for 
years  past  had  been  talking  about  the  settlement 
of  the  people  on  the  land,  but  very  few  had  gone 
in  the  direction  of  carrying  it  out.  A  man  for  cash 
could  buy  land  for  a  certain  price,  and  could  let 
the  land  lie  in  the  hope  of  selling  at  a  profit 
But  the  man  who  bought  on  deferred  payments 
had  to  go  on  the  land  and  live  upon  it.  He  had 
to  make  certain  improvements  which  the  man 
who  bought  for  cash  had  not,  besides  paying  half 
as  much  again  for  it.  He  believed  it  would 
pay  the  GK)vernment  and  the  colony  immenseiv 
better  if  they  gave  the  land  at  half-price  on 
deferred  payments  to  the  person  who  improved 
and  settled  on  it,  than  if  they  sold  to  the  cash 
purchaser,  who  was  not  going  to  do  so.  It  might 
not  pay  as  a  cash  transaction,  but  in  the  long  run  it 
would  be  better  for  the  colony.  The  present  prke 
of  land  on  deferred  payments  was,  to  bis  mind 
and  to  that  of  others  anxiously  wishing  to  settle, 
absolutely  prohibitive ;  and  it  would  pay  Boch 
persons  better  in  a  large  majority  of  instances  to 
borrow  money  from  the  money-lender  and  buy  the 
land  for  cash.  The  abolition  of  the  Waota  L»ndi 
Boards  was  cried  for  in  some  parts  of  the  coknj 
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with  a  strong  Toice  indeed.    All  radical,  changes 
of  that  kind  required  great  thought  before  they 
were  effected.     He  did  not  think  it  advisable  to 
take  such  a  step  to  remedy  the  eviU  that  un- 
doubtedly did  exist,  but  an   alteration    in   the 
compo.-iiion  of  these  Boards  was   highly  neces- 
sary.    He  had  one  Waste  Lands  Board  in  his 
mind's  eye  at  the  present  moment,  where  every 
member,  with  one  exception,  was   a  city  man ; 
and  men  from  country  districts  who  wished  to 
settle  ou  the  land  had  to  get  the  ear  of  a  city 
man   in    order  to  obtain   land    at   all.      Those 
Boards  should  be  made  elective,  and  the  various 
districts  should  be  represented.     The  Act  of  1877 
contemplated  such  a  thing,  because  it  provided 
for  travelling  expenses,  and  in  many  instances 
he  believed  that  provision  was  utilized  ;   but  in 
other  instances  it  was  not.    The  result  was,  that 
persons  were  nominated  by  the  Governor  to  those 
Boards  who  were   the  largest  land-jobbers   the 
country  possessed.     Those  were  crying  evils.     He 
thought   the    elective    system    would   meet  the 
case.     If  that  could  not  be  done,  the  people  who 
abolished  the  provinces  and  brought  into  exist- 
ence  the  County  Councils   should  utilize  those 
Councils  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  make  them  Land 
Boards   for   their  own   districts.      Land  agents 
should  be  appointed  in  each  district  in  which 
there  was  land  to  be  sold,  and  such  agents  should 
have  control  of  all  necessary  plans.     At  present, 
if  a  man  wished  to  see  the  plans  of  any  land,  he 
had  to  travel  miles  and  miles  before  he  could  do 
so.     Plans  of  land  to  be  sold  might  also  be  kept 
in  Resident  Magistrates'  Courts  and  the  offices  of 
Receivers  of  Land  Revenue.     Tlie  honorable  mem- 
ber for  New  Plymouth  seemed  to  think  that  the 
system  of  deferred  payments  should  be  continued 
without   the  residential  condition.    That  was  a 
nice   point.      No  doubt  some  men  would  put  a 
proxy  on  the  ground  to  do  the  work;  but  there 
was     this    view    of  the   case    also:    If   a    man 
showed   a  genuine  desire  to  become  a  colonist 
by  undertaking  the  hard  work  of  bringing  the 
virgin   soil    into  cultivation,  he   should  receive 
every   encouragement,  and   should   receive    sub- 
stantial advantages  over  those  who  took  up  land 
for  merely  speculative  purposes.      The  fact  of  a 
man  showing  such  a  desire  by  residing  on  the  land 
ought  always  to  be  an  argument  in  favour  of  his 
receiving  such  advantages.     The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  decried  special  settlements  as  not 
attaining  the  end  for  which  they  were  designed. 
But,  according  to  what  he  (Mr.  Speight)  knew 
and  had  read  concerning  them,  they  were  very 
desirable  ;  and  he  thought  it  would  pay  the  coun- 
try remarkably  well  if  they  could  introduce  men  of 
small  capital,  with  stout  hearts  and  strong  rigiit 
arms,  who  were  willing  to  go  into  special  settle- 
ments with  their  own  countrymen,  with  people  of 
their  own   religious  persuasion,  or  with   others 
having  some  bond  of  union.    He  would  give  such 
people  exactly  the  same  advantages  os  be  would 
give  to  those  who  took  up  land  on  deferred  pay- 
ments.    It   might  be  a  bold  statement,  but  he 
honestly  believed  it  would  pay  the  country  better 
to  g^ve  such  people  land  at  one-third  its  present 
price  than  to  Keep  it  in  hand  and  sell  it  afterwards 
at  a  fictitious  price.    The  settlement  of  people  on 


the  lands  was  the  oily  way  to  settle  their  national 
difficulties.  He  thought  it  would  be  very  desir- 
able to  have  a  uniform  Bill  brought  down,  dealing 
with  all  those  subjects,  and  to  let  this  Bill  drop, 
unless  it  was  intended  to  make  it  a  local  Bill  for 
the  Province  of  Otago. 

Mr.  IRELAND  thought  a  very  large  number 
of  honorable  members  were  in  favour  of  a  return 
to  the  old  system  of  dealing  with  land  on  deferred 
payments:  that  was,  in  cases  where  more  appli- 
cations than  one  were  received  for  the  same  8ee- 
tion,  it  should  be  dealt  with  by  ballot  instead  of  by 
auction.  Under  that  system  land  had  been  rapidly 
taken  up  in  his  own  district;  but,  when  it  was 
altered,  he  found  the  deferred-payment  sections 
were  rarely  taken  up  by  men  who  could  really 
carry  out  the  improvements.  Under  the  auction 
system  he  believed  many  purchasers  gave  far 
more  than  the  land  was  worth,  thus  impoverish- 
ing themselves  and  rendering  them  incapable  of 
making  the  improvements  required.  He  would 
suggest  that  the  County  Councib  should  be 
utilized  as  Waste  Lands  Boards. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  hoped  the  Minister  of  Lands 
would  devise  some  means  by  which  the  Bill,  in  the 
shape  in  which  he  wished  to  bring  it  before  the 
House,  would  be  discussed  in  the  House,  instead 
of  being  brought  in  piecemeal  in  Committee. 
There  were  two  or  three  principles  which  he 
would  suggest  to  his  honorable  friend  in  extend- 
ing the  operation  of  this  Bill.  He  thought  there 
was  no  necessity  for  what  was  called  uniformity 
in  the  land  laws  of  the  colony.  The  object  of  the 
land  laws  was  to  promote  settlement.  People 
in  different  districts  were  living  under  different 
conditions  with  regard  to  the  occupation  of  the 
land;  so  that  obviously  the  best  way  to  pro- 
mote their  settlement  was  to  provide  land  laws 
most  suitable  to  their  varying  circumstances. 
Therefore  he  hoped  his  honorable  friend  would 
not  be  misled  by  any  idea  that  it  was  a  good 
thing  for  settlement  that  there  should  be  a  dull, 
level  uniformity  of  land  laws  throughout  the 
colony.  With  regard  to  the  deferred-payment 
system  he  thought  it  was  a  great  mistake  to  put 
too  high  a  price  upon  deferred-payment  land. 
What  was  the  object  of  deferred  payment  ?  The 
object  was  to  secure  the  settlement  of  the  land. 
Now,  by  putting  too  high  a  price  on  that  land 
that  object  was,  in  a  great  measure,  defeated. 
People  with  small  means  who  wished  to  obtain 
land,  not  for  speculation,  but  with  the  object  of 
becoming  bond  fide  settlers,  were  deterred  by  the 
high  price  put  upon  deferred-payment  land.  If 
they  ( ould  procure  settlement  by  giving  the  land 
awuy  lie  believed  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  colony.  If  they  could  not  do  that,  the  less 
they  charged  for  the  land,  so  as  to  secure  its 
settlement,  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  country. 
There  was  another  important  matter  with  regard 
to  deferred-payment  land.  They  should  open  up 
that  land  by  roads  before  putting  it  up  for  sale. 
The  great  defects  in  the  Auckland  system  were 
tluit,  although  the  people  could  get  land-orders 
for  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  and  could  exercise 
those  land-orders,  they  were  not  obUged  to  im- 
prove the  land  or  to  reside  upon  it,  and  there  were 
no  roads  opening  up  the  land.    People  took  up 
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lantl  in  all  Forts  of  places,  and  never  Bettled  upon 
it.  If  tliej  tried  to  settle  upon  their  allotments 
they  could  not  do  so  remuneratively  to  them- 
pelves,  and  coneequontly  the  whole  thing  was  a 
failure.  iTie  proper  way  to  secure  settlement 
was  to  make  roads  giving  access  to  the  land.  A 
sum  had  been  placed  on  the  estimates  last  year 
for  opening  up  lands  available  for  settlement  by 
means  of  roads.  He  should  like  to  see  that  sum 
doubled,  because  if  they  had  roads  opening  up 
the  country,  and  then  sold  the  land  after  those 
roads  had  been  formed,  they  would  secure 
settlement  in  an  inflnitely  greater  degree  than 
if  they  sold  the  land  without  providing  any 
access  to  it.  He  coincided  with  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  in  thinking  that  the 
residential  condition  might  be  waived  in  certain 
cases.  There  were  probably  many  special  cases 
in  which  that  condition  should  be  recognized  ; 
but  there  were  many  cases  in  which  a  i)er8on 
engaged  in  his  particular  occupation  might  wish 
to  prepare  a  homo  for  Iiimsclf  and  his  family 
to  settle  upon  after  ho  had  given  up  that  occupa- 
tion. Why  should  ho  not  devote  his  profits  to 
improving  the  land  taken  up  under  the  deferred- 
payment  system,  without  being  actually  obliged 
to  reside  on  the  land  itself  ?  The  waiving  of  that 
clause  in  mining  districts  would  work  very  well  in 
the  cape  of  persons  engaged  in  mining.  The 
miner  who  wished  ultimately  to  settle  upon  the 
land  and  prepare  a  place  for  himself  and  his  family 
should  be  allowed  to  engage  in  mining  industry, 
and  devote  a  portion  of  the  profit*  to  improving 
the  land.  In  that  way  they  would  really  secure 
the  settlement  of  the  country.  H  they  imposed 
residence,  the  miner  would  have  to  give  up  his 
mining  occupation,  and  throw  all  his  energies  and 
industry  on  the  settlement  of  the  particular  allot- 
ment of  land.  Probably,  at  the  time,  and  under 
the  circumstances,  he  would  not  be  inclined  to  do 
that.  If  they  allowed  him  to  devote  the  profits 
of  mining  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  a 
portion  of  the  land  for  the  future  settlement  of 
himself  and  his  family,  they  would  socure  the 
object  they  had  in  view,  which  they  would  not  by 
adopting  the  other  course.  As  to  Land  Offices,  he 
did  not  think  the  present  Waste  Lands  Boards 
worked  as  well  as  the  original  system  of  having 
Commissioners  of  Crown  Lands.  '  If  these  oflicers 
disagreed  with  the  Qt)vemment,  they  could  be  dis- 
missed. It  was  not  usual  to  appoint  gentlemen 
upon  Waste  Lands  Boards,  and  remove  them 
because  they  would  not  carry  out  some  par- 
ticular view  of  the  Government  with  regard  to 
the  sale  of  land.  They  were  in  quite  a  differ- 
ent position  from  officers  of  the  Civil  Service. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  say  exactly  at  this  mo- 
ment whether  reverting  to  the  old  system  of 
having  merely  Commissioners  of  Crown  Lands, 
or  whether  having  elective  Boards,  would  be 
better.  He  thought  the  present  system  was  not 
working  well  throughout  the  colony.  But  there 
was  a  much  more  important  thing  than  that  to 
consider.  They  ought  to  have  some  means  of 
enabling  people  living  in  outlying  districts  to  buy 
land  without  being  obliged  to  apply  at  some  dis- 
tant central  office.  There  should  be  an  officer  ap- 
pointed in  each  district  to  whom  persons  desiring 
Mr,  Oisborne 


to  obtain  laijd  on  the  deferred -payment  system 
could  apply.  People  who  had  used  their  know- 
ledge in  selecting  land  they  would  like  to  occupy, 
instead  of  being  able  to  go  to  a  local  officer  in 
the  district  to  apply  for  the  laud  on  the  de- 
ferred-payment system,  were  obliged  to  apply  at 
some  central  place  in  which  thcro  was  a  VVaste 
Lands  Board.  The  result  was,  that  speculators 
bought  up  the  land  for  speculative  purposes,  and 
thus  prevented  people  selecting  land  witli  the 
view  of  occupying  it.  If  the  Minister  of  Lands 
would  facilitate  settlement  by  enabling  persons 
in  outlying  districts  to  apply  directly  to  some 
local  officer  to  get  land  for  purposes  of  settlement, 
it  would  be  a  great  public  boon  to  the  colony. 
With  regard  to  special  settlements,  he  believed 
the  reason  why  special  settlements  had  failed  was, 
that  there  had  been  no  proper  caution  used  in 
the  formation  of  these  settlements.  Unsuitable 
places  were  selected,  and  unsuitable  settlers  sent 
there.  Where  associations  Imd  formed  special 
settlements  they  have  been  successful.  He  might 
instance  the  Feildiug  Settlement,  in  the  Welling- 
ton District,  and  the  Katikati  Settlement  at  Tao- 
ranga.  He  thoroughly  approved  of  the  forma- 
tion of  special  settlements,  if  caution  were  used 
in  selecting  suitable  places  and  suitable  people 
— places  where  the  people  could  work  either  on 
public  works  or  otherwise,  and  obtain  the  means 
of  improving  the  land.  If  people  were  associated 
under  a  local  body  or  company,  such  as  the  two 
associations  he  had  just  named,  he  believed  they 
would  secure  the  elements  of  success  in  the  for- 
mation of  special  settlements.  Once  they  bad 
formed  the  nucleus  of  a  special  settlement,  that 
successful  nucleus  would  spread  itself  throughout 
the  country,  and  do  more  to  settle  the  neighbour- 
ing waste  lands  of  the  country  than  any  direct 
means  of  selling  the  land.  By  adapting  the 
laws  to  the  circumstances  of  tlie  country,  by 
facilitating  the  obtaining  of  land  on  deferred  pay- 
ment, by  multiplying  Land  Officers  throughout 
ditferent  parts  of  the  country,  and  also  by  taking 
proper  precautions  with  regard  to  the  formation 
of  special  settlements,  his  honorable  friend  would 
be  able  to  do  great  work  in  the  advancement  of 
colonization  in  this  country. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wished  to  allude  to  one  or 
two  points  in  the  Bill.  He  admitted  that  there 
was  very  great  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  \Va»te  Lands  Boards.  Great  objections 
had  been  raised  by  a  great  many  people  to  the 
constitution  of  these  Boards.  For  his  own  part 
he  would  very  much  prefer  to  see  these  Boards 
elective.  The  people  would  never  be  satisfied  till 
they  had  a  voice  in  these  matters.  There  was  a 
belief  among  the  people  that  the  Waste  Lands 
BunrcLs  were  composed  of  nominees  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day — that  they  were  always  in  the 
interest  of  large  proprietors,  and  that  the  smaller 
cla^s  of  people  had  not  the  same  opportunities  of 
getting  land  as  their  more  prosperous  neighbours, 
lie  did  not  say  that  was  tlie  case,  but  it  was  as 
w^4l  to  take  into  consideration  the  prejudices  of 
the  people  on  that  point.  With  regard  to  the 
deferred-payment  land,  he  thought  it  would  be 
well  |if  they  removed  altogether  the  clause  com- 
pelling residence  upon  the  land.     Ho  did  not  see 
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what  possible  good  there  could  be  in  compelling 
people  to  lire  on  the  land  so  long  as  tbej  im- 
proved it,  and  brought  it  into  a  proper  state  of 
GultiTation,  and  made  it  reproductive.  It  did  not 
matter  much  whether  the  owner  resided  on  the 
land  so  long  as  a  certain  quantity  of  produce 
could  be  raised  from  it  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country.  He  confessed  he  would  like  to  see  this 
requirement  of  residence  abolished  altogether. 
The  people  who  were  most  anxious  to  become  oc- 
cupiers of  deferred-payment  land  were  those  who 
at  present  occupied  positions  as  ploughmen,  or 
were  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  or  men 
who  were  first-class  shepherds.  They  were  very 
anxious  to  take  up  land  ;  but  the  question  which 
arose  with  regard  to  residence  was  this :  Al- 
though these  men  might  be  very  good  at  agri- 
culture, or  in  the  pursuits  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  it  did  not  at  all  follow  that  they  were 
good  bushmen,  or  that  they  could  perform  the 
work  of  felling  trees  so  profitably  as  they  could 
perform  the  duties  of  their  present  occupations. 
Often,  in  fact,  it  was  most  unprofitable  to  them  to 
attempt  to  do  that  work  ;  and  a  law  was  wanted 
which  would  enable  them,  while  continuing  in 
the  employ  of  the  large  employer  of  labour  at 
remunerative  wages,  to  employ  those  who  were 
able  to  fell  timber,  and  perform  such  work,  at  a 
lower  rate  of  wages,  and  who  probably  would  be 
able  to  do  the  work  of  bushmen  much  more  pro- 
fitably than  those  other  persons.  Eesidenee 
should  not  be  insisted  on  in  such  cases.  So, 
again,  there  were  many  men  with  famiUes  who 
were  anxious  that  their  children  should  be  resi- 
dent in  some  locality  where  they  might  attend 
school;  but  in  the  early  days  of  special  settle- 
ments there  were  no  schools :  and  this  was 
another  reason  why  a  residential  clause  should 
not  be  insisted  upon.  It  was  assumed,  as  a  first 
principle,  that  deferred -payment  land  should  be 
low  in  price.  He  did  not  agree  that  land  sold  on 
deferred  payments  should  be  told  cheap.  He 
should  prefer  to  see  it  maintained  at  the  price  of 
ordinary  waste  lands  of  the  Crown.  The  people 
should  be  put  upon  thoroughly  good  land,  and 
then  they  could  afibrd  to  pay  a  good  price.  As 
for  saying,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan 
had  said,  that  there  was  land  in  his  district  which 
would  bo  dear  to  purchase  at  2s.  6d.  per  acre,  he 
would  like  to  know 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  said  there  were  instanres  in 
which  land  of  bett*»r  value  had  been  sworn  in 
the  Land-Tax  Courts  not  to  be  worth  28.  fid.  per 
acre  to  purchase. 

Captain  RUSSELL  supposed,  then,  that  the 
land  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  been 
referring  was  only  worth  28.  per  acre.  If  that 
were  the  case,  that  was  not  the  sort  of  land  the 
QoTemment  should  put  men  upon  for  the  reason 
that  the  first  cost  of  the  land  was  comparatively 
nothing.  No  person  who  had  a  practical  acquaint- 
ance with  farming  would  deny  that  by  the  time 
the  land  had  been  fenced  and  stock  placed  upon 
it,  or  the  land  laid  down  in  crop,  the  first  cost, 
whether  it  were  2s.  fid.  per  aero  or  £1  per  acre, 
would  be  quite  insignificant.  On  this  ground, 
the  Government  ought  to  endearour  so  to  place 
people  on  the  land  that  they  hare  good  land, 


even  if  they  had  to  pay  £1  or  £2  per  acre  for 
it.  Then  came  the  point  which  had  caused  him 
to  rise*  He  thought  that  in  any  Land  Act  to 
be  brought  in  there  ought  to  be  clauses  pro- 
viding that  the  money  paid  by  settlers  under 
the  deferred-payment  system  should  be  expended 
entirely  in  the  making  of  roads  connecting  their 
settlements  with  the  main  arterial  roads  of  the 
colony.  Ho  knew  that  at  the  present  time 
under  existing  laws  this  would  bo  impossible  ; 
but  it  was  absolutely  absurd  to  go  on  «s  at  pre- 
sent. Give  a  man  the  best  land  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  given  to  him, — let  him  grow  the  richest 
of  crops, — unless  you  give  a  road  to  connect  him 
with  the  market  the  land  was  absolutely  value- 
less. He  believed  it  would  be  a  great  inducement 
to  settlers  to  make  their  payments  regularly — 
because  it  could  not  but  be  acknowledged  that 
one  of  the  great  difficulties  of  deferred  payment 
was,  that  settlers  could  not  be  got  to  make  their 
payments  regularly — if  it  were  known  that  when 
the  iustalmenta  were  paid  they  went  towards  the 
road.  Not  only  would  the  settler  himself  bo  will- 
ing to  pay,  but  there  would  be  such  a  strong 
public  opinion  among  the  settlers  that  every  per- 
son would  bo  compelled  to  pay  up.  Of  that  he 
was  firmly  convinced  ;  and,  after  all,  the  money 
which  could  be  derived  from  special  settlements 
would  not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  connect 
them  with  the  arterial  roads.  These  settlements 
would  not,  for  the  present,  at  any  rate,  be  near 
the  centres  of  civilization.  He  believed  that  the 
centres  of  civilization  would  increase,  and  come 
nearer  to  these  settlements ;  but  at  present  there 
were  many  difficulties  to  contend  with,  and  all 
the  money  that  could  be  collected  from  the  sales 
of  land  in  these  settlements  would  be  required  to 
connect  them  with  the  centres.  Unless  that  were 
done  he  believed  special  settlements  would  not 
succeed.  If  one  or  two  such  settlements  were 
shown  to  have  succeeded,  their  number  would  be 
greatly  increased  ;  but  this  could  not  be  done 
unless  some  chance  of  prosperity  was  given  them 
through  being  connected  with  the  centres  of 
population. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON,  in  reply,  s^aid  he  was  not 
at  all  sorry  the  discussion  on  this  Bill  had  taken 
place,  not  merely  because  it  was  refreshing  to 
have  a  practical  discussion  after  the  debates  of 
the  last  few  weeks,  but  because  he  believed  it  had 
enabled  the  Governnient  to  gather  very  much  of 
what  were  the  opinions  of  members  from  difierent 
parts  of  the  country  as  to  what  should  be  the 
provisions  of  a  Bill  which  he  hoped  to  submit  to 
the  House  on  a  future  occasion.  The  real  point 
of  the  debate  was  taken  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Clive.  The  fact  was,  that  in  1877  the 
House  began  to  legislate  confessedly  temporarily 
by  the  passing  of  the  Crown  Lands  Sale  Act,  and 
any  fre^h  legislation  must  start  from  the  repeal  of 
that  Act.  There  could  be  no  doubt  it  had  had 
a  most  mischievous  effect.  At  the  time  it  was 
passed  he  entered  a  distinct  protest  against  the 
Bill  as  one  that  would  be  most  mischievous — a 
Bill  which  would  stop  the  sale  of  lind  and  im- 
pede settlement  throughout  the  country  ;  and  it 
was  therefore  satisfactory  to  him  to  occupy  the 
position  he  did,  and  to  be  able  to  suggest  to  the 
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House  the  repeal  of  that  Act  in  a  new  Land  Act 
which  would  be  submitted  to  the  House.  Any 
Land  Act  which  was  a  progressive  measure  must 
begin  with  that.  The  other  provisions  that  the 
country  was  looking  for  came  under  two  or  three 
lieads,  to  which  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  had  alluded.  First  of  all,  the  greatest 
faciUties  were  wanted  for  a  general  deferred -pay- 
ment system  throughout  the  colony.  There  were 
wanted,  in  addition  to  that,  powers  to  establish 
other  association  settlements  of  a  special  charac- 
ter, such  as  that  at  Katikati ;  further,  power  was 
wanted  to  establish,  under  tlio  deferrea-payment 
system,  other  land- occupying  associations,  sucli 
as  working-men's  clubs,  so  as  to  give  the  advan- 
tages of  the  deferred-payment  system  to  bodies 
of  people  who  were  bound  together  in  the  manner 
these  associations  were.  Then  came  the  question 
of  village  settlements,  which  had  been  spoken  of 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers. 
That  was  a  different  class  of  settlement  from  those 
previously  alluded  to.  Both  ordinary  deferred- 
payment  settlers  and  special  settlers  would  have  to 
come  strictly  within  the  waste  land  laws  on  the 
subject ;  but  in  the  matter  of  these  village  settle- 
ments, established  in  connection  with  public 
works  and  immigration,  considerable  power  must 
be  intrusted  to  Ministers  of  the  Crown  responsible 
to  the  House.  That  was  the  only  way  in  which 
they  would  get  these  settlements  satisfactorily 
established,  because  the  circumstances  of  these 
settlements  would  be  exceedingly  various  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country.  A  tentative  method 
dealing  with  those  settlements  would  have  to  be 
adopted — that  was,  they  would  have  to  be  dealt 
with  according  to  the  special  circumstances  of 
each  case,  and  very  considerable  latitude  must  be 
left  to  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  acting  through 
the  Works,  Immigration,  and  Lands  Departments. 
It  would  be  no  improvement  to  keep  that  class 
of  settlement  out  of  the  Lund  Bill.  In  the 
past  they  had  had  very  considerable  difDculty  to 
understand  their  land  laws,  because  they  had  been 
scattered  through  different  Acts.  Any  one  outside 
New  Zealand  had  the  greatest  diflBculty  in  ascer- 
taining what  the  law  was ;  and  he  thought  these 
special  settlements,  speaking  from  his  own  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  them,  were  a  step  towards 
a  further  system,  and  were  a  portion  of  a  whole 
system  that  could  not  properly  be  separated  from 
it.  They  brought  in  people,  and,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  settle,  they  gave  them  special  pri- 
vileges for  settlement.  They  had  their  locution, 
and  naturally  spread  out  from  that  location  on  to 
lands  which  would  come  under  the  more  general 
deferred- payment  principle.  He  hoped  he  would 
have  the  assistance  of  tlie  honorable  member  ibr 
Port  Chalmers  in  maturing  a  measure  such  as 
he  was  sure  both  the  honorable  gentleman  and 
himself  wished  to  see  passed.  Both  of  them  in 
the  past  had  devoted  very  considerable  time  and 
attention  to  the  question  of  immigration  and 
settlement,  and,  he  believed,  with  considerable 
elTect.  He  should  be  sorry  to  see  the  village 
settlements  he  had  named  in  the  other  portion 
of  the  Bill  separated  from  the  Bill.  He  did 
not  agree  with  the  point  raised  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutchison). 
Mr.  Rollesion 


That  honorable  member  said,  "  Yon  are  separat- 
ing your  Electoral  Bills  :  why  not  separate  the  dif- 
ferent provisions  of  the  Land  Bill  ?  "  The  reason 
of  the  Government  for  separating  the  different 
provisions  of  the  Electoral  Bills  was,  that  they 
felt  they  could  be  very  well  separated,  and  they 
did  not  wish  t^  imperil  the  whole  by  grouping 
them  in  one  Bill.  After  the  several  electoral 
measures  became  law,  no  doubt  the  first  step 
taken  would  be  to  consolidate  them.  They  bad 
gone  in  for  the  consolidation  of  their  land  laws, 
and  he  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  spUt  up  into  a  number  of  Acts,  which 
would  not  be  so  advantageous  to  the  colony  as  if 
they  were  included  in  one  measure.  He  would 
not  detain  the  House  any  further.  They  bad  got 
some  work  to  do,  and  he  hoped  they  would  get 
through  further  business  that  night.  The  cour#e 
which  he  proposed  to  adopt  with  regard  to  this 
Bill  was  this  :  He  had  given  a  sketch  of  the  view 
he  held  with  regard  to  the  amended  Land  Bill, 
and  the  general  principles  that  should  guide  it.  It 
would  contain,  of  course,  the  same  provisions  that 
were  in  this  Bill,  and  he  thought  tney  should  be 
grouped  together,  and  that  the  Bill  would  assume 
a  much  more  eeneral  form  than  this  Bill.  He 
proposed  that  that  Bill  should  be  brought  before 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  ;  so  that  when  it  was 
brought  back  to  the  House  it  might  appear  with 
the  amendments  introduced  in  that  Committee : 
and  then  the  discussion  on  the  main  principles  of 
the  Bill  would  take  place.  He  hoped  this  would 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  House,  and  with  these 
observations  he  begged  to  move  the  second  resd- 
ing  of  the  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

AUCKLAND  LOANS  CONSOLIDATION 
BILL. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  explained  that  it  merely 
proposed  to  carry  out  the  same  principles  which 
were  expressed  in  the  two  Acts  passed  in  the 
General  Assembly  in  1877  and  1878. 

Mr.  STEVENS  would  like  to  receive  an  as- 
surance from  the  honorable  gentleman  that  this 
Bill  did  not  override  the  provisions  with  regard 
to  special  loans  laid  down  by  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act  of  1876.  Having  looked  care- 
fully into  the  Bill,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  bad 
that  effect,  and  that  the  Muyor  and  City  Council 
of  Auckland  would  be  placed  in  a  speciad  position 
with  regard  to  raising  loans  under  thb  Bill  with- 
out having  to  go  through  the  form  of  law  already 
provided,  by  which  a  poll  of  the  ratepayers 
hod  to  be  taken,  and  their  assent  given  to  the 
proposed  loan.  The  House  should  pause  before 
it  passed  this  Bill  without  some  reason  being 
given  for  it.  He  had  hoped  that  his  honorable 
friend  would  have  given  some  explauation  before 
the  House  was  invited  to  take  so  strong  a  step  as 
he  now  proposed.  No  doubt  the  consolidation, 
and  possibly  the  conversion,  of  the  Auckland 
City  loan  was  desirable ;  but  the  House  was 
bound  to  see  that  the  law  which  was  passed  for 
the  protection  of  the  ratepayers  with  regard  to 
special  loans  should  be  strictly  carried  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  ask  the  honorable  genUe* 
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man  to  adjourn  the  debate,  as  this  was  a  yerj 
large  question,  and  he  and  other  roembers  had 
not  had  time  to  go  into  the  details,  owing  to  cir- 
cumstances of  which  the  House  was  very  well 
aware.  He  should  moTe,  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed till  Thursday. 

Mr.  MURRAY  thought  the  Bill  might  be 
adyanced  a  stage,  as  it  was  one  of  considerable 
importance  to  the  people  of  Auckland,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  it  would  agree 
to  postpone  the  committal  in  order  to  enable 
honorable  members  to  look  into  the  matter.  The 
only  objections  that  could  be  raised  to  it  were 
such  as  could  be  dealt  with  in  Committee. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  explained  that  the  Bill,  as 
constructed,  did  bear  out  the  interpretation  put 
upon  it  by  the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Stevens),  that  it  took  power  to 
borrow  to  a  further  extent  of  £125,000.  There 
was,  however,  a  certain  portion  of  that — £50,000 
— which  the  City  Corporation  had  already  a  right 
to  borrow,  but  that  right  they  had  not  yet  exer- 
cised. There  was  also  a  Bill  before  the  House 
at  present  which  proposed  to  hand  over  the  city 
improvements  to  the  Corporation,  and  it  would  be 
necessary  to  provide  that  body  with  funds  to  the 
extent  of  £30,000  to  carry  out  the  work.  That 
would  leave  only  £45,000  to  the  Corporation  for 
other  works,  and  that  was  little  enough.  He 
proposed  to  alter  the  Bill  in  Committee,  so  that 
the  borrowing  power  of  the  Corporation  should  be 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act.  He  might  mention  that  a  meeting 
of  Auckland  members  had  been  held  to  consider 
the  matter,  and  the  general  opinion  was,  tliat  the 
Corporation  should  not  hare  the  power  given  them 
in  the  Bill  as  at  present  drafted.  In  that  opinion 
he  concurred,  and  consequently  he  would  alter 
the  provisions  in  Committee.  He  trusted  the 
honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon) 
would  not  oppose  the  second  reading,  and  he  would 
postpone  the  committal  for  a  week,  so  as  to  give 
the  honorable  gentleman  and  others  time  to  study 
the  Bill.  He  did  not  desire  to  pass  the  Bill  until 
the  Auckland  Improvement  Commissioners  Bill 
was  passed,  as  the  necessity  for  it  was  contingent 
on  the  passing  of  that  measure. 

Mr.  HALL  trusted  that,  after  the  explanation 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  House  would 
agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  Its  main 
principle  was  the  consolidation  of  the  Auckland 
loans,  which  was  a  very  desirable  object  to  attain. 
Whether  to  that  should  be  added  a  power  of  in- 
creasing those  loans  was  another  question,  which 
could  be  very  well  considered  in  Committee. 

Adjournment  of  the  debate  negatived. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  would  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  whether  there 
was  any  general  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the 
Auckland  ratepayers  that  these  large  borrowing 
powers  were  to  be  asked  for,  because  he  was  not 
aware  that  they  had  been  consulted,  or  that  the 
intention  had  been  advertised.  He  would  not 
oppose  the  second  reading,  but  ho  would  like  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  tell  the  House  where  the 
Bill  came  from.  It  uiigiit  be  an  emanation  of 
the  honorable  gentleman's  own  mind,  or  it  might 
come  from  the  Municipal  Council.    Perhaps  the 


honorable  gentleman  would  satisfy  honorable 
members  on  these  points  when  he  repliecl. 

Mr.  HISLOP  thought  the  House  should  take 
into  consideration  two  principles  that  seemed  to 
be  involved  in  this  Bill :  first,  whether  the  House 
wf^  going  to  pass  special  legislation  with  regard 
to  Corporations  in  the  face  of  "  The  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  1876  j"  and,  secondly,  whether 
the  House  would  allow  such  a  power  to  be  vested 
in  the  Corporation  as  was  provided  by  the  11th 
section,  in  order  to  get  out  of  a  temporary  dif- 
ficulty. That  section  allowed  them  to  buy  up 
all  previous  loans  upon  such  terms  as  to  them 
might  seem  expedient.  If  there  was  one  thing 
that  the  House  should  guard  against  more  than 
another,  it  was  the  granting  of  extended  borrow- 
ing powers  to  these  Corporations.  He  believed 
every  municipal  body  in  New  Zealand  felt  at  the 
present  time  the  evil  effects  of  too  much  borrow- 
ing. Tliis  borrowing  was  often  carried  out  at 
the  instigation  of  some  person  who  might  get 
into  the  Corporation  like  a  bird  of  passage,  and 
the  principle  was  one  which  the  House  ought  not 
to  accept  without  very  careful  consideration.  He 
did  not  want  to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  but  would  certainly  oppose  many  of  its  pro- 
visions in  Committee ;  and  probably  when  it  had 
gone  througli  that  stage  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  find  that  it  would  not  carry  out  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  would  only  say  that  the  BUI 
was  urgently  needed.  There  was  certainly  one 
provision  in  it  that  the  House  should  not  pass, 
but,  on  the  assurance  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  it  that  he  would  alter  that  pro- 
vision in  Committee,  the  second  reading  ought  to 
be  agreed  to.  The  Bill,  from  his  own  knowledge, 
was  desired  by  the  City  Council  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  Auckland,  and 
he  believed  it  would  have  such  an  effect,  if  passed, 
with  the  exception  of  the  one  clause  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  which  could  very  easily  be  set  right. 

Mr.  MOSS  only  wished  to  make  one  remark. 
He  apprehended  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  not  ask  power  to  borrow  the  money  re- 
quisite to  pay  off  the  City  Improvement  Com- 
missioners' debt  until  the  Bill  affecting  that  body 
was  passed  ;  because  he  (Mr.  Moss),  for  one,  would 
be  very  sorry  to  see  that  measure  pass  without 
due  consideration — a  Bill  to  hand  over  to  the  City 
of  Auckland  certain  endowmente,  which  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  see  their  way  to  take  for 
purposes  of  education  instead.  He  hoped  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  not  press  this  Bill 
through  Committee,  at  all  events,  until  the  Auck- 
land Improvement  Commissioners  Bill  had  been 
dealt  with. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST,  in  reply,  said  he  had  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  he  did  not  desire  to  pass  this  Bill 
throu<;h  the  House  until  the  Auckland  Improve- 
ment Commissioners  Bill  had  been  disposed  of ; 
because  the  power  to  obtain  £30,000,  which  it 
was  proposed  to  give  the  Council,  was  entirely 
contingent  upon  the  passage  of  that  Bill.  With 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Mount  Ida,  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East  had,  he  thought,  given  an  expla- 
nation  which   would   be   perfectly   satisfactory. 
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He  (Mr.  Hurst),  in  taking  charge  of  this  Bill, 
was  repi-esenting  the  City  Council,  and  the  prin- 
ciple involved  in  the  measure  was  chiefly  the 
consolidation  of  lonns,  and  was  one  which  the 
Council  had  on  more  than  one  occasion  alreadj 
affiraied,  and  as  to  the  necessity  and  urgency  of 
which  he  apprehended  no  one  could  possibly 
have  any  doubt.  The  committal  of  the  Bill 
would  not  take  place  till  to-morrow  week,  and 
honorable  members  would  have  ample  time  to 
consider  its  details,  and  also  the  question  of 
allowing  the  City  Council  to  borrow  beyond  what 
they  were  already  entitled  to  borrow. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  BILL. 
Mr.  TOLE,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  it  contained  two  principles.  The 
first  was  with  regard  to  certain  doubts  which  ex- 
isted in  connection  with  the  two  existing  Acts — 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1876  and  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act  of  1877.  By  the  Corpora- 
tions Act  boroughs  had  power  to  erect  slaughter- 
houses either  within  or  without  their  limits ;  and 
••The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1877,"  did  not  in 
its  spirit  contemplate  the  power  of  allowing 
slaughterhouses  to  be  erected  within  boroughs, 
but  required  that  they  should  be  erected  at  a 
distance  not  within  half  a  mile  of  the  outer 
boundary  of  a  borough.  So  that  there  was  a 
collision  between  the  two  Acts ;  and  it  was  to  set 
at  rest  all  doubts  on  the  subject  that  this  Bill 
had  been  framed.  He  believed  it  was  never  the 
intention  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  of  1877 
that  slaughterhouses  should  be  erected  within 
borou(^hs,  and  hence  a  provision  was  inserted  in 
this  Bill  to  make  that  clear.  The  next  provision 
was  to  enable  the  local  governing  bodies  to  have  a 
voice  in  regard  to  the  erection  of  slaughterhouses 
within  their  limits.  According  to  the  present  Act 
boroughs  had  power  to  erect  slaughterhouses  and 

§  "ant  licenses  for  establishments  within  any  Road 
oard  district,  and  it  was  at  the  request  of  nearly 
all  the  Road  Boards  in  and  about  the  suburbs  of 
Auckland  that  this  clause  had  been  introduced. 
He  asked  the  House  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read 
a  second  time  that  evening,  and,  as  there  were 
several  honorable  members  who  took  an  interest 
in  the  subject,  he  would  not  propose  to  go  into 
Committee  on  the  Bill  until  to-morrow  week,  so 
that  honorable  members  would  be  able  to  prepare 
any  amendments  they  might  wish  to  propose. 
In  all  probability  he  would,  in  Committee,  ask 
that  clause  2  might  be  expunged,  or  amended  so 
as  to  meet  not  only  the  views  of  honorable  mem- 
bers who  might  agree  with  him  in  such  a  course, 
but  also  the  wishes  of  persons  aflected  by  it.  He 
begged  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HALL  had  hoped  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  hare  said  that  it  was  the  3rd 
clause  he  proposed  to  expunge,  because  the  law 
now  vested  in  County  Councils  the  manage- 
ment of  slaughterhouses,  and  the  right  to  say 
where  slaughterhouses  in  a  county  should  be, 
and  under  what  regulations  they  should  exist. 
He  understood  that  the  honorable  gentleman  pro- 
posed to  alter  the  law  in  such  a  way  that  a 
Road  Board  could  negative  and  set  at  naught  the 
Mr,  W.  J,  Hurst 


authority  of  a  County  Council.  Now,  they  should 
not  have  two  jurisdictions.  If  the  County  Coun- 
cil was  to  decide  whether  slaughterhouses  should 
be  in  the  county,  they  must  leave  it  to  that  body, 
and,  if  the  County  Council  was  not  the  proper 
body  to  decide,  they  should  select  some  other 
body  ;  but  there  should  not  bo  two  bodies  with 
powers  that,  if  exercised,  must  conflict.  There- 
fore  ho  would  oppose  the  3rd  clause  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  MOSS  was  glad  the  Premier  objected  to 
the  3rd  clause.  It  was  a  provision  which  should 
not  be  contained  in  the  Bill  in  its  present  form, 
and  he  hoped  the  honorable  member  for  Eden 
would  consent  to  expunge  or  alter  it.  He  was 
acquainted  with  the  particular  case  to  which  it 
referred.  There  were  districts  in  which  the 
Counties  Acts  had  not  been  brought  into  opei*- 
tion,  and  he  presumed  that  it  was  to  meet  such 
cases  that  the  honorable  member  who  moved  the 
second  reading  had  introduced  the  clause.  It  so 
happened  that  the  provision,  if  passed  into  law, 
would  bear  with  particular  hardship  upon  a 
borough  in  the  constituency  which  he  (Mr.  Moss) 
represented,  and  he  would  be  very  sorry  to  see 
it  included,  without  alteration,  in  the  Act.  The 
6th  clause  of  "The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1877," 
said, — 

**  From  and  after  the  coming  into  operation  of 
this  Act  no  abattoir  shall  be  erected  outside  of  a 
borough  within  a  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the 
outer  boundary  of  such  borough,  and  no  license 
shall  be  issued  in  respect  of  any  slaughterhouse 
situated  within  the  aforesaid  limits,  unless  such 
slaughterhouse  had  been  erected  or  was  in  course 
of  erection  for  that  purpose  immediately  before 
the  coming  into  operation  of  this  Act." 

It  would  be  difficult  for  any  one  to  say  where 
the  sense  of  that  clause  lay.  ^hc  borough  could 
not  authorize  the  erection  of  a  slaughterhouse 
within  a  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  outer 
boundary  of  such  borough.  He  knew  a  case  in 
which  a  borough  had  authorized  the  erection  of 
a  slaughterhouse  on  a  suitable  site  where  erery- 
thing  was  most  conyenient  for  a  small  slaughter- 
house, and  where  one  was  much  needed;  but 
it  happened  to  be  within  four  hundred  feet  or 
four  hundred  yards  of  half  a  mile,  and  for  thftt 
reason  it  was  objected  to.  He  was  not  aware 
that  it  would  have  been  the  slightest  nuisance  to 
that  place.  On  the  contrary,  from  all  he  heard, 
a  small  and  properly -conducted  slaughterhouse 
would  be  rather  a  boon  there.  He  hoped  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  see  his  way  to  in- 
clude in  this  Bill  a  provision  repealing  the  6th 
clause  of  the  Act  of  1877,  which  was  eridently 
meant  to  guard  against  any  outside  district 
putting  a  slaughterhouse,  as  a  nuisance,  within 
half  a  mile  of  any  borough.  That,  he  believed, 
was  the  intention,  but  the  clause  was  so  worded 
that  a  borough  could  not  itself  authorize  the 
establishment  of  a  slaughterhouse  within  half  a 
a  mile,  although  it  could  beyond  half  a  mile. 
The  provision  us  it  stood  was  an  absurdity. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  in  cases  of  slaughter- 
houses already  erected  within  boroughs,  and  where 
the  clauses  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  had 
been  brought  into  operation  with  regard  to  the 
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distance  within  which  a  slaagbterhouse  mighfc  be 
erected,  the  present  Bill,  if  passed,  would  cause 
rerj  great  expense  to  the  consumer.  There  was 
no  provision  whatever  for  granting  licenses  to 
slaoghterhouses  already  in  existence,  so  that,  in 
boroughs  where  thej  had  taken  the  full  benefit  of 
the  clause  in  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act, 
the  slaughterhouses  would  be  denied  the  privilege 
of  having  their  licenses  renewed,  and  thej  would 
have  to  go  nine  and  a  half  miles  before  they 
could  have  their  meat  slaughtered.  This  was  very 
objectionable,  and,  as  the  2nd  and  3rd  clauses 
of  the  Bill  were  objected  to,  he  failed  to  see  what 
groundwork  there  was  to  go  upon,  and  why  they 
should  pass  this  Bill. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  there  was  another 
point,  which  had  been  overlooked  by  the  Premier 
and  by  the  honorable  member  for  Parnell.  There 
was  a  difficulty  which  the  3rd  clause  seemed  to 
meet,  but  from  the  way  in  which  it  was  drawn 
up  it  might  possibly  not  attain  the  object  desired. 
The  difficulty  was  this  :  A  borough  had  the  right 
to  erect  a  slaughterhouse  anywhere  within  half  a 
mile  from  the  borough.  In  the  district  he  came 
from,  the  eflTect  of  that  vras  this :  There  were  only 
two  or  three  slaughterhouses  connected  with  the 
borough,  and  the  Corporation  had  taken  no  pains 
whatever  to  regulate  the  slaughter  of  animals  at 
those  slaughterhouses.  The  consequence  was,  that 
they  were  badly  conducted.  They  were  not  in- 
spected in  accordance  with  the  Act :  in  fact,  there 
was  no  machinery  whatever  for  paying  attention 
to  the  slaughterhouses  connected  with  the  borough. 
The  County  Council,  on  the  other  hand,  had  ma- 
chinery for  inspection,  and  did  inspect  all  they 
could.  The  inspector  of  the  borough,  on  going 
to  these  establishments,  was  told  that  he  had  no 
jurisdiction.  He  could  not  collect  fees,  nor  could 
he  demand  the  perusal  of  the  books  of  the 
butchers;  and  the  consequepce  was  that  there  was 
no  inspection  whatever  of  th« 'Slaughterhouses 
connected  with  the  Borough  of  New  Plymouth. 
He  apprehended  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  hskd  introduced  this  Bill  meant  to  meet  some 
such  case  as  this. 

Mr.  PYKE  would  certainly  afupport  this  Bill 
TC17  strongly,  because  a  great  wrong  was  done  to 
the  counties  and  the  Boad  Board  districts  by  the 
Act  at  present  in  operation.  Section  10  of  the 
existing  Act  said, — 

"  The  Council  of  any  borough  may,  without 
the  consent  of  any  County  Council,  erect  and 
establish  outside  of  the  limits  of  such  borough  one 
or  more  abattoirs  for  such  borough  ;  and  every 
abattoir  so  established  shall,  for  the  purposes  of 
this  Act,  be  deemed  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the 
borough  establishing  the  same,  and  shall  be  under 
the  sole  control  and  supervision  of  the  Council  of 
such  borough." 

That  gave  power  to  boroughs  to  place  these 
nuisances  in  districts  over  which  they  had  no  con- 
trol, without  the  consent  of  the  governing  body 
which  had  control  over  that  part  of  the  country. 
The  3rd  section  of  this  proposed  Bill  directly  pro- 
Tided  that  the  local  governing  body  should  have 
power  to  say  whether  an  abattoir  should  be  con- 
structed. He  would  be  sorry  to  say  he  had  such 
things  io  bis  mind's  eye,  but  he  had  a  distinct 
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recollection  of  several  great  nuisances  caused  by 
boroughs  allowing  an  abattoir  to  be  constructed 
outside  their  boundaries,  and  within  the  limits  of 
the  County  Council  jurisdiction,  contrary  to  the 
will  and  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county. 
He  therefore  hoped  this  injustice  would  be  re- 
moved, and  that  the  Bill  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS  suggested  that  the  Bill  should 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  so  that  several 
very  necessary  improvements  might  be  made  in 
the  existing  Act. 

Mr.  TOLE  would  take  advantage  of  the  sug- 
gestion thrown  out,  and  would  agree  to  refer  the 
Bill  to  a  Select  Committee.  Tlie  Counties  Act 
was  hung  up  in  the  County  of  Eden,  and  the 
county  had  no  power  to  interfere.  It  was  con- 
sidered to  be  a  grievance  by  the  Boad  Boards 
— numbering  eight  or  nine — who  had  specially 
requested  that  a  clause  of  this  kind  should  be 
enacted,  so  that  no  nuisance  might  be  placed  in 
their  midst  without  their  consent.  The  honorable 
member  for  Parnell  was  only  anxious  about  his 
borough ;  but,  if  his  constituents  desired  to  have 
a  slaughterhouse  in  their  midst,  the  Bill  might  be 
shaped  so  that  the  power  now  given  under  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  might  be  exerdsed. 
But  the  principle  that  he  (Mr.  Tole)  contended 
for  was  contained  in  clause  8 — the  permission  of 
local  bodies. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

NAPIER  AND  MEANEE  RECREATION- 
GROUND  BILL. 
Captain  RUSSELL,  in  moving  the  second  read« 
ing  of  this  Bill,  said  he  felt  himself  in  a  somewhat 
unfortunate  position  in  regard  to  it,  as  he  was 
aware  a  petition  had  been  sent  down  against  it. 
Napier  was  unfortunately  situated  in  respect  to 
recreation-grounds.  It  was  built  on  an  island  in 
which  there  was  no  room  for  extensive  recreation- 
grounds  or  a  racecourse ;  but  there  was  a  piece  of 
ground  three  or  more  miles  away,  in  the  direction 
of  Meanee,  which  was  leased  by  the  Government 
from  the  Natives  in  1866.  This  piece  of  land 
was  subsequently  leased  by  the  Provincial  Council 
of  Hawke  s  Bay  to  the  Hawke's  Bay  Jockey  Club, 
under  certain  conditions.  This  land,  since  1866, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  years,  had  been 
devastated  by  floods,  and  was  not  used  as  a  raoe- 
course  at  all.  '  A  certain  body  of  gentlemen  in 
the  Town  of  Napier,  thinking  the  citizens  of 
Napier  ought  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  land  for 
a  racecourse  and  recreation-ground,  drafted  this 
Bill,  and  asked  him  to  submit  it  to  the  House. 
The  Bill  provided  that  the  land  should  be  vested 
in  certain  trustees ;  that  they  should  have  power 
to  improve  the  land,  to  make  it  a  racecourse  and 
recreation-ground,  and  to  charge  entrance  money 
on  a  certain  number  of  days  in  each  year.  The 
opposition  to  the  Bill  would  hinge  upon  the  ques- 
tion, whether  this  land  did  or  did  not  vest  in 
the  Hawke's  Bay  Jockey  Club.  Another  racing 
club  had  been  formed  in  Hawke's  Bay,  and  it 
was  practically  this  club  in  whom  the  racecourse 
would  vest.  The  Hawke's  Bay  Jockey  Club  had 
sent  down  a  petition  saying  the  land  was  vested  in 
them  J  but  it  was  urged  by  the  framers  of  this 
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Bfll  that  they  had  forfeited  their  claim  to  the 
land,  and  that  it  was  advisable  to  vest  it  in  new 
trustees.  The  land  was  held  under  the  Papakura 
and  Hikutoto  Leasing  Act,  one  clause  of  which 
proTided  that,  under  certain  circumstances,  if  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Province  of  Hawke's  Baj 
acquired  the  freehold  to  this  land,  the  lessee  of 
the  land  should  have  the  right  to  purchase  before 
the  expiry  of  his  lease.  There  was  also  a  clause 
under  which  a  lease  became  forfeited  for  non- 
payment of  rent,  or  non -performance  of  any 
covenant  or  proviso ;  and  under  this  clause  it  was 
urged  that  the  lease  to  the  old  club  had  been 
forfeited.    This  clause  provided  that, — 

"  In  the  event  of  any  lease  becoming  forfeited 
on  account  of  non-payment  of  rent,  or  for  non- 
performance of  any  covenant  or  proviso  therein 
or  thereby  contained  or  implied,  the  right  of 
pre-emption  given  by  the  said  lease  shall  be  abso- 
lutely forfeited  and  void." 

Now,  the  Hawke's  Bay  Jockey  Club  had  a  lease, 
but  never  acquired  the  right  of  freehold  over  the 
land.  An  Act  was  passed  in  the  same  year,  in 
the  Provincial  Council,  granting  this  land  to  cer- 
tain trustees.  Some  of  those  trustees  had  either 
left  the  province  or  were  dead  ;  and  the  remain- 
ing trustees  bad  failed  to  appoint  other  trustees, 
as  provided  in  "The  Hawlce's  Bay  Bacecourse 
Act,  1866,"  to  act  in  the  place  of  those  who  had 
died  or  been  absent  for  six  months  from  the 
province ;  and  on  that  ground  it  was  urged  by  the 

Promoters  of  this  Bill  that  the  trust  had  lapsed, 
'hero  was  also  another  clause  which  said, — 
*'  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  trustees  to  let 
from  time  to  time,  for  any  period  not  exceeding 
the  term  of  years  for  which  the  same  is  rented 
bv  the  Provincial  Gk)vernment,  all  or  any  portion 
of  the  said  land,  and  to  fence  in  the  same,  and 
to  do  all  such  acts  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  management,  improvement,  and  regulation 
thereof}  and  to  apply  all  rents  received  from  such 
land  to  the  following  purposes — namely :  (1.)  To 
paying  to  the  Provincial  Government  the  annual 
rental  for  the  same,  as  provided  by  this  Act ;  (2.) 
To  paying  the  expenditure  incurred  in  fencing-iii 
and  fitting  for  the  purposes  of  racing  the  said 
piece  of  land  ;  and  (3.)  To  giving  the  residue,  if 
any,  as  a  prize  to  be  run  for  at  the  annual  races 
to  be  held  on  the  said  racecourse." 

There  had  been  no  races  held  there  for  some  time. 
He  had  no  doubt  his  honorable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  Beetham),  who  had  charge 
of  the  petition  against  the  Bill,  would  urge  that 
the  racecourse  had  been  overflowed  by  the  river, 
and  that  until  last  year  it  was  impossible  to  hold 
races  there,  and  that  the  available  funds  of  the 
club  had  been  spent  upon  prizes  competed  for  on 
other  racecourses.  Still,  the  fact  remained  that 
the  Jockey  Club  had  not  held  races  there.  It 
was  only  right  to  inform  the  House  that  the  rent 
for  this  racecourse  had  been  paid  up  to  the  last 
half-year.  The  main  fact  remained,  that  tlie 
people  of  Napier  had  not  had  the  benefit  of  the 
recreation-ground  and  racecourse.  This  Bill  was 
introduced  with  the  object  of  placing  the  land 
in  the  hands  of  trustees  who  would  take  a  more 
active  interest  in  the  management  of  it  than  the 
late  trustees  had  done.  The  land  had  lately 
Captain  EuMsell 


been  permanently  reserved  from  sale  by  notice 
in  the  G-eneral  Government  Oazette^  irotxi  which 
it  would  appear  the  Government  of  the  day 
imagined  that  the  right  to  this  land  had  lapsed. 
The  real  question  with  regard  to  this  Bill  was, 
whether  the  right  of  the  Jockey  Club  had  lapsed 
or  not.  If  it  had  lapsed,  the  House  could  not 
do  better  than  grant  to  the  trustees  proposed  in 
this  Bill  the  right  of  creating  a  proper  racecourse 
and  recreation-ground  on  land  which  had  been 
uncultivated  and  unused  for  several  years. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  had  presented  a  petition 
from  the  Hawke's  Bay  Jockey  Club  protesting 
against  this  proposal  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Napier.  He  found  that  the  report  of  the 
Petitions  Committee  had  not  been  sent  down. 
He  expected  that  that  report  would  have  been 
before  the  House,  to  enable  him  to  found  some 
arguments  upon  it.  He  believed  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier  had  fairly  stated  the  question 
to  the  House ;  but,  as  the  report  of  the  Petitions 
Committee  had  not  been  furnished,  he  would 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  until  to- 
morrow week. 

Debate  adjourned. 

JOINTSTOCK  COMPANIES  BILL. 

Mr.  STEWART,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  apparent  from  the 
2nd  clause,  which  was  a  reprint  of  the  provision 
of  an  Imperial  Statute,  and  enabled  associations 
to  be  incorporated  under  "  The  Joint-Stock  Com- 
panies Act,  1860,"  without  the  addition  of  the 
term  "  limited."  Under  the  Imperial  Act  power 
was  given  for  the  purpose  contemplated  in  Uus 
Bill. 

Mr.  HALL  would  like  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  give  some  reason  why  they  should  be 
asked  to  depart  from  the  ordinary  rule  regarding 
associations  formed  for  the  purposes  specified  in 
this  Bill.  The  honorable  gentleman  might  be 
opening  the  door  a  little  wider  than  he  meant  to 
do.  He  (Mr.  Hall)  should  be  glad  to  know  what 
necessity  existed  for  this  Bill. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  this  Bill  was  similar  to  a 
measure  which  had  been  introduced  in  a  previous 
session,  and  he  hoped  it  would  receive  the  same 
treatment  as  that  Bill,  and  be  rejected.  He  did 
not  see  why  associations  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  commerce,  art,  science,  religion,  or 
charity  should  not  be  limited.  No  special  rea- 
son had  been  shown  why  such  a  Bill  should  be 
passed.  He  would  move,  as  an  amendment, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
three  months. 

Mr.  MURRAY  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  as  honorable  members  were  not  prepared 
to  deal  with  the  question,  which  should  be  con- 
sidered in  a  fuller  House. 

Mr.  PITT  hoped  the  debate  would  not  be  ad- 
journed. If  the  honorable  member  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  honorable 
members  that  this  was  a  measure  which  ought  to 
be  passed,  the  House  should  deal  with  the  matter 
at  once.  No  good  could  arise  from  adjoamin^ 
the  debate.  A  similar  Bill  had  been  before  the 
House  in  a  previous  session,  and  he  would  like 
to  have  some  explanation  oiF  the  reasons  whidi 
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actuated  the  House  in  favour  of  rejecting  that 
measure. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  the  object  of  this  Bill 
was  to  enable  societies  of  a  cbaritable  and  semi- 
religious  character  to  bo  carried  on  satisfactorily. 
The  gentlemen  connected  with  those  societies, 
and  desirous  of  promoting  their  objects,  did  not 
caro  to  be  associated  with  them  with  the  word 
"limited"  attached  to  their  name,  inasmuch  as 
it  would   hare  the  appearance   that   thej  were 
purely  commercial  concerns.    They  did  not  care 
to  be  connected  with  a  society  of  this  kind,  when 
the   outside   world    would   be   labouring  under 
the  impression  that  they  were  participating  in 
the  profits  of  these  charitable  and  religious  in- 
stitutions.   For  instance,  it  was  thought  desir- 
able that  the  Bible  Society  should  be  incorpor- 
ated and  carried  on  without  the  word  "  limited  " 
being  attached  to  the  name.     In  the  same  way, 
there   were    gentlemen    desirous    of    promoting 
charitable    objects    who    objected    to   the   word 
"  limited.**     He  really  could  not  see  what  possible 
objection  there  could  be  to  a  measure  of  this 
kind.     He  was  aware  that  a  similar  measure  was 
brought  forward  the  session  before  last,  and  was 
not  entertained  by  .the  House;  but,  seeing  that 
the  Imperial  Legislature  had  passed  an  Act  with 
this  avowed  object  and  express  purpose,  he  did 
not  think  the  House  should  object  to  this  Bill. 
The  Imperial  Act  had  proved  exceedingly  useful 
in   regard   to   societies   who!«e  members   had  no 
pecuniary  object  in  view.     They  could  hold  pro- 
perty and   sue  in  a  corporate  name,  and  enter 
into  contracts.     For  instance,  the  Bible  Society 
in  Otago  could  not  conveniently  enter  into  any 
contract,  as,  if  they  wished  to  sue,  all  the  parties 
interested  must  be  joined,  and  in  the  course  of 
twelve  months  the  constitution  of  that  society 
might  vary  in  several  respects  through  the  death 
or  resignation  of  members.     If  the  Bible  Society 
went  into  Court  it  would  be  met  with  all  kinds  of 
technical  diiiiculties,  and  might  not  recover.    The 
object  of  the  Bill  was  simply  to  facihtate,  in  a 
clear  and  simple  way,  the  holding  of  property, 
the  suing  for  debt,  the  entering  into  contracts, 
and  all  the  other  objects  which  any  private  indi- 
Tidual  might  desire  to  carry  out.     He  submitted 
they  ought  to  agree  to  the  Bill,  and,  although 
the  honorable  member  for  Wailaki  did  not  seem 
to  go  with  him,  ho  could  show  that  at  Home 
the  Act  had  been  well  spoken  of,  and  had  served 
a  very  good  purpose  in  its  way.     He  was  not 
aware  of  any  Act  which  could  be  framed  that 
would  be  more  useful  to  a  large  number  of  charit- 
able institutions  which  were  managed  by  volun- 
teers, or  persons  having  no  pecuniary  interest  in 
the  institutions  themselves  beyond  being  desirous 
of  giving  their  subscriptions  yearly,  than  this  j 
Act.     The  House  would  be  conferring  many  ad- 
vantages by  passing  the  Act,  and  if  it  were  to  be 
thrown  out  he  would  at  once  say  there  was  an 
end  to  all  useful  legislation. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  hoped  the  Bill  would  be 
discussed  on  its  merits,  and  dtnilt  with  at  once. 
He  did  not  at  all  approve  of  it.  He  had  been 
at  Home  in  England  in  1878,  and  had  seen  the 
effects  of  a  catastrophe  which  then  took  place  by 
the  failure  of  the  Glasgow  Bank,  and  he  assured 


the  House  that  the  provision  which  this  Act 
sought  to  remove  was  thought  a  great  deal  of  in 
England,  so  much  so  that  it  was  seriously  con- 
templated  to  do  away  with  all  unlimited  com- 
pames.  What  could  be  more  vague  than  the 
object  of  "  promoting  commerce  '*  ? 

Mr.  BARRON  hoped  the  House  would  not 
pass  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  because  the 
word  "  limited  *'  had  a  very  valuable  and  salutary 
effect.  He  had  read  somewhere  that  sometimes 
men,  like  tacks,  point  upwards  when  they  mean 
mischief.  He  looked  upon  the  introduction  of 
the  Bill  as  an  insidious  attempt  to  do  away  with 
a  most  necessary  provision ;  and  the  House  should 
be  very  careful. 

Mr.  DICK  hoped  that  honorable  members 
would  agree  to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate, 
more  especially  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Taieri  was  absent.  He  thought  a  little  con- 
sideration should  be  shown.  The  Bill  was  in- 
tended  chiefly  to  assist  rehgious  and  charitable 
associations  ;  and  he  believed  the  one  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  referred  to 
was  the  Bible,  and  Tract  Society,  of  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Taieri  was  chairman. 
Many  persons  would  become  shareholders  in 
these  associations  on  the  understanding  that 
they  should  not  become  liable  for  unlimited 
amounts.  Some  of  the  objects  named  in  the 
preamble  might  be  considered  objectionable.  It 
might  he  objectionable  to  bring  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  such  interests  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  West  had  indicated  ; 
but  there  were  certain  kinds  of  associations  to 
which  the  Bill  would  apply,  and  if  done  under 
proper  supervision  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
woqld  be  innocuous.  But,  in  courtesy,  he 
thought  the  debate  should  bo  adjourned. 

Mr.  HISLOP  did  not  know  that  any  courtesy 
was  due  to  an  honorable  gentleman  who  did  not 
stay  to  do  his  duty.  He  presumed  it  was  known 
by  all  honorable  members  that  these  Bills  were 
likely  to  come  on,  and  he  did  not  see  why,  after 
so  much  time  had  been  wasted  by  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  any  further  time  should  be  lost. 
The  main  purpose  of  the  Joint-Stock  Companies 
Act  would  be  frustrated  if  the  Bill  were  passed. 
He  thought  the  matter  should  bo  dealt  with  at 
once.  No  arguments  could  be  brought  forward 
this  year  that  were  not  brought  forward  last 
session.  No  company,  whether  formed  for  re- 
ligious or  other  purposes,  should  evade  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Joint-Stock  Companies  Act. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
one  o'clock  a.m. 
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Exports— Agent-Oencral— Prisons  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbaesb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
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EXPORTS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  G-.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving  the  mo- 
tion standing  in  his  name,  said  that  every  year 
very  important  returns  were  laid  before  Parliament 
from  the  Customs  respecting  the  imports,  ex- 
ports, and  shipping,  and  unless  those  returns  were 
something  like  reliable  they  were,  of  course,  of 
little  value,  either  for  reference  or  for  statistical 
purposes.  On  looking  over  the  returns  of  the 
exports  of  the  colony  tlie  other  day,  his  attention 
was  called  to  the  very  high  value  placed  upon  the 
exports ;  and  he  would  just  point  out  a  few  ar- 
ticles to  show  what  the  effect  was.  In  the  case  of 
butter  the  value  was  placed  at  9d.  per  pound,  but 
the  quoted  market  prices  showed  that  tlie  general 
value  ranged  from  6d.  to  8d.  per  pound  during 
the  season.  In  the  case  of  flour  the  value  was 
put  down  at  £12  per  ton  ;  while  the  rates  ranged, 
according  to  the  prices  current,  from  £10  to  £11 
per  ton.  G-old  was  valued  at  £4  per  ounce  ; 
but,  although  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
gold  might  be  worth  that  amount,  still  there  was 
a  great  deal  exported  which  was  not  worth  any- 
thing like  it.  He  knew  the  value  of  the  gold 
produced  on  some  of  the  gold  fields  was  as  low 
as  £3  5s.  per  ounce.  Then,  with  regard  to  grain  : 
cats  were  put  down  at  4«.  per  bushel,  the  current 
market  price  at  the  time  being  from  3s.  to  Ss.  6d. ; 
wheat  was  valued  at  5s.,  while  the  current  price — 
at  any  rate,  during  the  season  wben  the  ship- 
ments took  place — ranged  from  4s.  to  4fl.  6d. 
Another  article,  hides,  was  valued  at  19s.,  which 
was  a  very  high  average,  the  actual  value  having 
been  as  low  perhaps  as  15s.  Leather  was  valued 
at  Is.  9d.  per  pound,  which  he  was  quite  sure  was 
far  beyond  the  value  of  the  leather  which  was 
generally  exported  from  the  colony.  There  was 
another  item  in  the  return  which  rather  puzzled 
him  when  he  first  saw  it.  It  was  under  the  head 
of  menageries.  It  would  seem  that  the  colony  ex- 
ported last  year  one  menagerie,  valued  at  £20,000. 
He  thought  this  must  have  been  some  travelling 
oirous,  but  on  looking  at  the  return  of  imports  he 
could  see  that  nothing  of  the  sort  had  been  im- 
ported. So  that  he  bdieved  the  colony  was  to  be 
congratulated  on  having  found  a  new  export  alto- 
gether ;  and  if  they  could  only  export  a  few  mena- 
geries every  year  of  the  value  of  £20,000  each,  it 
would  be  very  satisfactory.  However,  he  supposed 
there  must  be  tome  meaning  in  this  item — he 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  a  mytlf  altogether : 
at  any  rate  the  value,  £20,000,  was  a  very  large 
one.  Potatoes  were  put  down  in  the  return  at 
£4  per  ton,  while  the  current  market  price  during 
the  shipping  season  ranged  from  60s.  to  65s.  Grass 
seed  was  valued  at  lOs.  a  bushel,  while  the  average 
price  was  about  6s.  Then  there  was  the  item  of 
tallow,  an  article  of  considerable  export,  and  of 
which  5,000  odd  tons  had  been  exported  during 
the  year.  This  was  valued  at  £35  158.  per  ton  ; 
while  for  a  long  time  past  he  did  not  think  it 
had  brought  such  a  high  price  as  that  in  Enf;- 
land.  At  any  rate,  the  value  might  bo  safely 
put  down  at  from  £25  to  £28  per  ton.  The 
next  item  was  wool,  which  formed  a  very  large 

Sroporlion  of  the  whole  exports  of  the  colony, 
'he  value  of  the  wool  was  declared  at,  as  nearly 
B8  possible,  Is.  lid.  per  pound,  the  total  value 


being  £3,292,000.  Now,  he  was  sure  that  any  one 
who  knew  anything  about  the  value  of  the  wool 
exported  during  the  past  year — and  the  value  of 
the  export  must  of  course  be  taken  as  the  value 
here — would  agree  that,  a  very  small  proportion 
of  the  exported  wool  being  washed  or  scoured,  the 
outside  value  to  estimate  it  at  all  round  would 
be  lid.  per  pound.  Valuing  it  at  that  price,  this 
one  item  of  wool  alone  was  overvalued  to  the 
extent  of  £615,000.  The  consequence  of  this 
overvaluation  was  that,  instead  of  our  exports 
amounting  to  £6,015,700,  as  stated  in  the  re- 
turn, tliey  in  reality  only  came  to  a  little  over 
five  millions  of  money  —  perhaps  £5,250,000. 
That  was  a  very  large  discrepancy  indeed,  and 
it  was  the  more  important  when  it  was  consi- 
dered how  often  the  exports  of  the  colony  were 
referred  to  in  the  Financial  Statements.  lie 
observed  that  they  were  quoted  in  that  very 
valuable  book  prepared  by  Dr.  Hector  for  the 
Sydney  Exhibition,  which  contained  a  sliding- 
scale  showing  our  exports,  compared  with  other 
colonies,  from  which  it  appeared  that  New  Zea- 
land stood  very  nearly  at  the  head  of  the  list — 
a  position  to  which  she  was  not  entitled.  He 
thought  the  discrepancies  in  these  returns  were 
such  that  it  was  worth  while  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  the  matter.  Of  course 
the  remedy  was  simply  this:  that,  when  the  ship- 
pers in  passing  their  entries  declared  the  vtUae, 
it  was  open  to  the  officers  of  the  Customs  to  see 
that  that  value  was  something  like  the  real  mar« 
ket  price  of  the  goods  in  the  colony.  If  some- 
thing wore  not  done  in  this  direction  it  was  very 
certain  that,  for  statistical  purposes  or  for  refer- 
ence, the  official  return  of  the  value  of  our  ex- 
ports would  be  of  no  use  whatever. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  desirable  that 
the  value  of  the  exports  of  the  colony  should 
be  more  correctly  ascertained  by  the  Customs 
Department  than  at  present." — {Hon,  Mr.  O. 
Sucklet/.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  he  found  that 
this  matter  had  been  a  subject  of  consideration 
with  the  officers  of  the  Customs  before.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  about  it,  because  the 
exporters  made  their  own  declarations  of  value, 
which  there  were  no  effectual  means  of  check- 
ing. Instructions,  he  believed,  were  issued  some 
time  ago  —  and  they  would  bo  repeated  —  that 
uhere  tbe  officers  of  the  Customs  considered 
there  was  an  overvaluation  they  should  require 
the  exporter  to  put  a  new  value  on  the  goods. 
He  did  not  know  whether  any  other  system  could 
be  adopted  which  would  enable  them  to  arrive  at 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  wanted.  He  ad- 
mitted, of  course,  that  it  was  very  wrong  and 
very  injurious  that  values  should  be  put  upon 
exports  which  they  really  did  not  bear.  No 
doubt  it  made  it  appear  that  the  exports  were 
greater  than  they  were,  and  that  there  was  less 
(lifFerence  between  the  imports  and  exports  thaa 
was  actually  the  case  ;  and,  if  it  could  be  done, 
he  quite  agreed  with  the  honorable  member  that 
a  remedy  ought  to  be  applied.  The  instructions 
he  had  indicated  would  be  issued ;  and,  if  any- 
thing further  could  be  suggested  by  which  they 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1879.3 


Exportt. 


[COUNCIL.] 


JExports, 


601 


oould  arriTe  at  what  was  desired,  he  should  be 
very  happj  to  adopt  it. 

The  Hon,  Mr.  ROBINSOJf  said  there  might 
be  great  objection  to  give  to  Collectors  of 
Customs  the  power  to  alter  the  declared  Talue 
of  these  exports.  It  might  operate  in  a  manner 
which  perhaps  honorable  gentlemen  had  not 
thought  of.  For  instance,  at  the  present  time 
wool  was  Tcry  low  indeed;  but,  with  regard  to 
this  article,  and,  in  fact,  grain,  and  all  the  other 
principal  exports,  they  were  looking  forward  to 
better  prices  in  the  future.  These  enhanced 
prices  might  be  anticipated,  and  the  insurances 
effected  accordingly.  For  example,  a  gentleman 
might  be  shipping  wool  which,  at  the  present 
time,  might  not  be  worth  more  than  9d.  a  pound, 
but  he  would  have  erery  reason  to  suppose  that 
his  wool  would  fetch  Is.  a  pound  by  the  time  it 
reached  England,  and  he  would  insure  it  accord- 
ingly. Supposing  him  to  be  disappointed  in  his 
expectation  as  to  the  rise  in  price,  or  that  the 
wool,  through  some  mishap,  did  not  arrive  in 
England,  h*e  was  not  quite  sure  whether  the  fact 
of  a  different  value  being  placed  on  the  wool  in 
the  colony  from  that  at  which  it  was  estimated 
when  the  shipper  insured  it,  might  not,  to  some 
extent,  interfere  with  the  settlement  of  insurance. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  did  not  think 
it  could  be  regarded  as  a  crime  on  the  part  of 
the  producers  of  wool  that  they  overstated  their 
valuations.  They  paid  for  it,  at  all  events,  in 
their  insurance,  and  that  was  the  best  proof  that 
they  were  honest  in  their  convictions.  With  re- 
gard to  overvaluations,  if  they  were  overvalua- 
tions of  the  produce  of  this  country,  we  were  in 
the  habit  of  making  our  return  in  a  way  which 
was  hardly  fair  to  the  country :  we  calculated 
our  produce  in  the  cheapest,  and  our  imports  in 
the  dearest  market.  Consequently,  if  there  was 
a  balance  of  trade,  it  would  always  show  against 
us.  He  thought  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley,  in 
alluding  to  the  articles  leather  and  potatoes,  had 
hardly  argued  the  question  from  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances.  Potatoes,  he 
thought,  would  be  found  not  to  be  overvalued  at 
80b.  ;  but,  with  regard  to  leather,  he  might  tell 
the  honorable  gentleman  that  the  leather  which 
was  exported  from  this  country  was  the  very  best 
sole  leather  that  could  be  produced,  and  it  hap- 
pened, as  he  had  recently  ascertained,  that  this 
leather  made  from  the  cattle  in  this  country  was 
superior  in  thickness  and  in  quality  to  that  pro- 
duced in  the  Australias,  aud  there  was  a  growing 
demand  for  the  stoutest  sole  leather  from  this 
country — sole  leather  wliich  was  valued  at  almost 
double  the  price  of  the  ordinary  harness  leather, 
and  of  thinner  and  less  valuable  skins.  He  thought 
it  would  be  found  practically  impossible  to  do 
more  than  leave  to  the  exporters  themselves  the 
valuation  of  their  own  goods ;  and,  inasmuch  as 
they  backed  their  opinions  by  paying  their  in- 
surance at  the  rate  at  which  the  goods  were 
valued,  he  could  not  think  that  any  reasonable 
objection  on  the  ground  of  fraud  could  be  brought 
against  the  country:  they  had  nothing  to  gain 
by  it,  and  they  had  more  to  pay.  He  therefore 
thought  that,  if  in  this  particular  instance  they 
might  have  overvalued  their  produce,  it  would  be 


found  that  on  an  average  extending  over  a  num- 
ber of  years  their  valuation  was  wirly  correct. 
After  all,  why  should  we  take  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  make  our  trade  look  worse  than  it 
really  was  ?  Was  it  in  the  interest  of  any  person 
in  jS  ew  Zealand  ?  Was  it  for  anything  else  ex- 
cept to  gratify  the  pride  of  some  other  colonies 
that  might  appear  to  show  better  in  their  com- 
merce than  ourselves  ?  And  would  it  be  fair  to 
expose  our  citizens  or  our  colony  to  an  unfavour- 
able contrast,  without  the  assurance  that  the  same 
rigorous  rule  was  enforced  in  those  other  colonies  ? 
He  believed  that  in  all  these  colonies  they  took 
the  value  of  the  goods  as  they  wei'e  declared,  and 
according  to  the  rate  at  which  shippers  were 
willing  to  pay  insurance  upon  them.  It  would  be 
most  unjustifiable  to  make  this  colony  an  excep- 
tion to  the  rule,  and  to  make  its  trade  appear 
unfavourable  in  comparison  with  others.  He 
did  not  think  it  would  be  found  practicable ;  and, 
if  it  were  practicable,  he  did  not  think  it  would 
be  just  to  insist  upon  any  further  steps  to  correct 
the  valuations  mode  by  the  persons  themselves 
on  the  articles  which  they  produced. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  had  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  astonishment  to  the  remarks 
that  fell  from  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentle- 
man, and  he  was  astonished  that  remarks  of  such 
a  character  could  fall  from  a  gentleman  who  had 
occupied  so  prominent  a  position  in  the  politics 
of  the  colony  for  such  a  length  of  time.  The 
honorable  gentleman  stated  that  our  returns  were 
prepared  upon  a  plan  unfavourable  to  the  colony, 
inasmuch  as  they  showed  the  minimum  of  what 
was  received  for  the  produce,  and  the  maximum  . 
of  what  was  paid  for  what  was  received.  Why, 
surely  the  honorable  member  knew  that  the  value 
attached  to  the  exports  represented  the  value  of 
those  articles  on  the  spot.  It  represented  the 
total  amount  that  was  to  be  received  in  connection 
with  those  goods.  As  regarded  the  imports,  a 
certain  amount — 10  per  cent. — was  put  on  to  cover 
the  expenses  in  introducing  them,  and  this,  with 
the  original  cost,  represented  what  the  colony  had 
to  puy.  That  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentle- 
man should  have  failed  to  perceive  this  was  to  him 
something  astonishing.  He  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Robinson  had  fallen  into  a  mistake  regarding  the 
manner  in  which  these  valuations  were  made. 
He  seemed  to  think  that  they  were  made  by  the 
grower.  As  a  rule  they  were  not  made  by  the 
grower,  who  was  utterly  ignorant  of  the  amount  at 
which  they  were  valued. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  said  he  was  quite 
aware  that  the  exports  were  valued,  not  by  the 
growers,  but  by  the  exporters,  who  were  the  best 
judges  of  their  value. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  that  one 
honorable  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  exporter 
and  the  other  to  the  grower ;  but  neither  the  ex- 
porter nor  the  grower  had  anything  to  do  with 
these  matters.  As  a  rule,  it  was  the  clerk  em- 
ployed in  the  shipper's  office  who  put  the  valua- 
tion on  the  articles  ;  and  the  tendency  was,  seeing 
that  no  charge  was  connected  with  it,  to  overvalue, 
with  a  view  to  exaggerate  the  importance  of  the 
business  done  by  the  establishment  with  which 
the  clerk  was  connected.    That  was  not  some- 
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thing  confined  to  this  colony.  It  had  heen  re- 
ferred to  in  connection  with  the  valuation  of 
imports  and  exports  iu  England,  where  no  fixed 
duties  were  attached.  Where  there  was  a  duty 
attached  it  was  the  interest  of  tlie  Taluer  to  value 
at  the  very  lowest ;  but  it  was  found  in  England 
— and  in  considering  English  returns  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  otherwise  they  would  arrive  at  a 
very  false  conclusion — it  was  found  in  England, 
and  was  a  subject  of  comment,  that  the  valuers 
valued  articles  upon  which  there  was  no  duty  paid 
in  a  very  loose  and  perfunctory  manner,  which  ren- 
dered the  returns  of  comparatively  little  practi- 
cal value.  The  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  said  it 
was  not  our  interest  to  make  the  returns  look 
bad.  His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Buckley  would, 
he  thought,  maintain,  as  he  certainly  maintained, 
that  it  was  not  our  interest,  nor  was  it  right,  that 
we  should  put  a  false  gloss  upon  our  true  posi- 
tion. If  they  came  to  take  the  real  value  of  the 
articles,  honorable  members  would  find,  as  he  had 
stated  on  former  occasions,  that  our  exports  for 
the  last  ten  years,  which  were  really  the  test  of 
our  ability  to  pay  the  huge  yearly  interest  con- 
nected with  our  public  and  private  indebted- 
ness, had  practically  scarcely  increased  at  all. 
It  was  a  most  extraordinary  thing  that  that 
should  be  the  case,  and  he  should  be  very  sorry 
indeed  to  see  a  too  depreciatory  view  of  our 
position  represented  by  our  Customs  returns ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  would  be  equally  sorry  to 
see  a  too  favourable  view.  If  these  returns  were 
to  be  of  any  value  at  all,  they  should  be  as  near 
an  approximation  to  the  truth  as  circumstances 
would  permit.  With  regard  to  import?,  the 
tendency  was  to  estimate  goods  paying  duty  at 
the  very  lowest  possible  value  ;  but  it  was  not  so 
OS  regarded  exports :  and  therefore  it  seemed  to 
him  desirable  that  the  Customs  officers  should 
have  their  attention  directed  to  this  subject,  and 
should  do  all  in  their  power  to  rectify  apparent 
errors.  If  they  could  not  check  the  valuation  of 
individual  shipments  of  wool — and  they  were  not 
experts,  able  to  do  so — still  they  must  have  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  value  of  wool,  and  when 
they  saw  the  total  quantity  of  wool  shipped  they 
could  judge  for  themselves  whether  the  return 
was  an  exaggerated  one  or  not.  That  the  return 
of  the  export  of  wool  was  an  exi!Tj»erated  one 
was  evident  from  two  circumstances  :  one  circum- 
stance was,  that  the  average  value  of  wool  was 
stated  at  Is.  l^d.  per  pound,  and  the  other  cir- 
cumstance was  that,  in  spite  of  this  very  high 
valuation  the  average  clip  was  something  over 
five  pound «» for  every  sheep  in  the  colony  ;  and  the 
result  bore  out  what  had  been  said,  that  there  was 
comparatively  little  scoured  wool  sent  away,  for, 
as  regarded  merino  flocks,  a  clip  of  five  pounds 
would,  he  thought,  be  generally  admitted  to  be  a 
fair  average  clip,  even  when  the  wool  was  in  grease. 
He  thought  advantage  would  arise  from  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution,  because  he  felt  sure,  if  the 
attention  of  the  proper  ofiicers  were  called  to  the 
subject,  some  steps  would  be  taken  which  would 
have  the  efiect  at  apy  rate  of  remedying  the  very 
great  differences  which  now  existed  between  the 
Customs  valuations  and  the  real  values  of  our 
exports.  . 

Mon.  Mr,  Waterhou99 


The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY,  in  reply,  aid, 
of  course  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  had  made 
a  mistake.  The  iitsurance  value  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter,  because  the  value  of  the 
exports  was  simply  the  estimated  value  of  the 
article  on  the  spot.  How  these  estimates  were 
made  up  was  well  known :  it  was  left  to  the 
merchant,  and  the  merchant  left  it  to  his  clerk. 
He  oould  see  one  way  in  which  this  system  of 
overvaluing  had  arisen.  In  former  years  it  wss 
the  practice  to  estimate  the  value  of  wool  at  so 
much  per  bale,  and,  although  prices  had  fallen,  no 
reduction  had  been  made  in  the  value  of  the 
bale.  He  would  suggest  that  instructions  should 
be  given  to  the  Customs  that  in  all  ca^es  the 
value  should  be  set  down  as  the  market  value  on 
the  spot :  bV  that  means  the  value  of  the  exporli 
would  to  a  certain  extent  be  known.  It  was  a 
matter  for  alarm  that  these  returns  should  be 
incorrect,  because,  for  instance,  last  year  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  held  that  the  exports  were 
so  much  per  head,  but  the  truth  would  have 
been  better  represented  had  25  per  cent,  of  that 
value  been  taken  off. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

AGEXT-GENERAL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  DILLON  BELL,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  a  little  while 
ago,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  session,  two 
papers  were  laid  on  the  table  by  the  Government 
— one  being  a  letter  from  Sir  Julius  Vogel  relative 
to  his  po:^ition  as  Agent- Gt?neral,  and  the  other 
proposing  alterations  and  reductions  in  the  Agent- 
General's  office — in  continuation  of  papers  bid 
before  Parliament  in  the  session  of  1878.  In  the 
latter  of  these  papers  there  was  to  be  found  a 
recommendation  made  by  the  Agent-General  to 
the  Government  to  change  the  designation  of 
his  offifc.  He  proposed,  first  of  all,  that  Mr. 
Kennawu}-,  who  had  for  some  time  been  in  the 
department,  should  be  made  Assistant  Agent- 
General,  and  that  the  Agent-General  should  be 
appointed  a  "  Resident  Minister ;"  and  then  he 
went  on,  **  There  is,  I  think,  much  to  be  said 
in  favour  of  altering  this  title,  and  the  status 
of  the  Agent-General.  ...  I  think,  too, 
that  many  things  which  now  pass  through  the 
Governors  of  colonies  with  soine  risk  of  disturb- 
ing the  harmonious  relations  between  the  ct>Io- 
nies  and  the  mother-country,  might  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Resident  Minister,  under  direct  in- 
structions from  the  Governor  in  Council."  And 
then  Sir  Julius  Vogel  added,  '•  An  Agent* 
General's  position  should,  in  my  opinion,  be 
analogous  to  that  of  an  ambassador,  making  allow- 
ance for  the  fact  that  he  is  representing  a  por- 
tion of  the  same  Empire."  Readers  of  this  paper 
were  led  to  understand  from  this  that  the  Agent- 
General  proposed  to  create  a  new  office  in  Eng- 
land for  which  no  provision  had  ever  been  made, 
and  also  to  give  a  new  title  to  the  office  which 
he  himself  at  present  held.  As  there  was  no 
record  before  the  Council  of  any  answer  having 
been  made  to  this  application,  the  Council  had  no 
means  of  forming  any  idea  on  the  subject;  they 
would  therefore  he  glad  to  hear  what  the  present 
Government  thought  of  the  matter,  and  whether 
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they  had  any  intention  of  allowing  this  new  office 
to  be  created,  and  whether  they  concurred  in 
the  recommendations  of  the  Agent-General  about 
changing  the  title  of  his  office.  In  addition  to 
that,  a  circumstance  had  arisen,  within  the  know- 
ledge of  a  great  many  members,  which  was  not  re- 
ferred to  in  either  of  these  papers — namely,  that 
the  Agent* General  had  offered  himself  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  representation  of  a  constituency  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  He  thought  it  desirable 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Council  should  be  ex- 
pressed upon  this,  and  he  regretted  that  the  Coun- 
cil had  not  recelTed  some  official  intimation  about 
it  from  the  late  GoTemment,  because  the  circum- 
stance arose  while  they  were  in  office.  He  did 
not  hesitate  to  say,  with  respect  to  the  present 
Agent-General,  as  one  who  bad  known  him  for 
many  years,  that  if  he  were  to  succeed  in  obtain- 
ing a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  he  would 
take  a  conspicuous  place  there,  and  would  Tcry 
greatly  advance  those  objects  which  every  one  who 
sought  a  seat  in  the  £nglish  Parliament  must  be 
desirous  to  promote;  but  he  sidd,  equaUy  with- 
out hesitation,  that  the  Agent-General  of  New 
Zealand  ought  not  to  be  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment at  all.  It  was  never  intended,  when  the 
office  of  Agent-General  was  created,  that  that 
officer  should  be  otherwise  than  a  business  man, 
devoting  all  his  time  and  attention  to  whatever 
he  was  called  upon  to  do  for  the  colony ;  and  if 
the  Agent-General  were  to  find  himself  engaged  in 
the  turmoil  of  EngUsh  politics,  and  obliged  to 
take  that  part  in  English  life  which  a  position 
in  the  House  of  Commons  nowadays  required 
him  to  do,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  do 
proper  justice  to  his  duties  as  Agent  for  the 
colony.  That  was  speaking  from  merely  a  busi- 
ness point  of  view ;  but,  when  the  proposal  was 
looked  at  from  a  political  point  of  view,  it  was 
still  more  serious.  The  Agent- General,  in  an- 
nouncing himself  as  a  candidate,  had  come  for- 
ward as  a  pronounced  supporter  of  Lord  Beacons- 
field's  Conservative  Government.  Now,  every 
one,  he  thought,  whatever  his  private  political 
opinions  might  be,  would  say  that  the  New  Zealand 
Government  should  not  allow  any  officer  in  their 
service  to  take  part  in  English  public  affairs  as 
a  supporter  of  either  of  the  political  parties  at 
Home.  He  felt  surprised  that  no  notice  had 
been  taken  of  the  matter  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, because  surely  it  must  have  struck  them 
aa  inconvenient  that  a  highly  Liberal  Govern- 
ment in  this  colony  should  be  represented  in 
England  by  a  gentleman  who  was  a  pronounced 
supporter  of  a  Conservative  Government ;  but 
when  he  looked  at  the  character  of  the  measures 
which  were  now  being  introduced,  and  found  that 
the  "grand  liberal  policy"  of  their  predecessors 
was  so  entirely  adopted  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment, he  should  hardly  think  it  more  convenient 
for-  them  to  find  themselves  represented  in  Eng- 
land by  a  strong  Conservative  than  it  would  have 
been  for  their  predecessors.  He  thought  the 
Gt)vemment  should  express  some  opinion  on  the 
matter ;  and  lie  hoped  that,  when  the  Hon.  the 
Attomey-Gbneral  had  given  the  matter  considera- 
tion, he  would  be  able  to  return  an  answer  satis- 
factory to  the  Council. 


Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  it 
is  desirable  this  Council  should  be  informed 
whether  the  attention  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment has  been  called  to  the  candidature  of  the 
Agent-General  for  an  English  constituency  ;  and, 
if  so,  what  course  they  purpose  taking  in  regard 
thereto.*'— (jffem.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  he  thought 
the  matter  was  to  come  up  in  the  form  of  a  ques- 
tion ;  and,  while  he  was  quite  prepared  to  answer 
the  question  involved,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  those  matters  which 
the  honorable  jgentleman  had  opened  up,  without 
due  notice.  With  regard  to  the  question  whether 
the  attention  of  the  Government  had  been  called 
t-o  the  candidature  of  the  Agent-General  for  an 
English  constituency,  he  had  to  reply  that  no- 
tiling  had  occurred  since  the  present  Government 
entered  office  which  had  brought  the  matter 
under  their  notice.  They  had  given  the  matter 
no  consideration,  and  therefore  could  not  reply 
to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  as  to  what 
course  they  purposed  taking.  But  he  might 
point  out  that  the  matter  was  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  late  Government.  It  would 
be  seen  by  reference  to  the  current  volume  of 
ffansardt  page  140,  that  Mr.  Murray  had  put  a 
question  in  another  place,  and  that,  in  reply,  the 
late  Government  had  expressed  strong  disapproval 
of  the  Agent-General  standing  for  an  EngUsh 
constituency,  and  had  sent  a  telegram  to  that 
effect.  That  telegram  required  him  to  resign  his 
office  or  to  forego  his  candidature.  To  that  tele- 
gram no  answer  had  been  received,  and  nothing 
had  occurred  to  bring  the  matter  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Government ;  but  if  the  matter 
did  come  up  they  would  at  once  deal  with  it.  At 
any  rate,  from  the  tenor  of  the  telegram  it  was 
required  that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  must  elect  to  do 
one  thing  or  the  other,  either  to  resign  his  office 
or  to  give  up  his  candidature. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  correctly  stated  the 
view  which  the  late  Government  held  with  re- 
gard to  the  proposal  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  The 
late  Government  wholly  disapproved  of  the  course 
which  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  adopted  in  two  in- 
stances, in  departing  from  what  they  considered 
to  be  the  proper  course  for  the  Agent-General  to 
follow.  They  thought  he  had  duties  which 
would  occupy  quite  enough  of  his  time,  putting 
every  other  consideration  on  one  side,  to  make  it 
absolutely  improper  for  him  to  undertake  any 
other  occupation,  or  to  enrol  himself  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Bntish  House  of  Commons.  The  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  in  dealing  with  the  matter,  had 
mentioned  one  very  good  reason  why  the  Agent- 
General  should  not  enter  the  House  of  Commons ; 
but  there  was  another.  In  former  times,  when 
the  colonies  were  under  the  tutelage  of  the  Home 
Government — when,  in  fact,  the  colonies  were  not 
out  of  leading-strings — there  was  an  idea  that 
to  have  friends  in  the  House  of  Commons  was 
of  great  importance ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
there  was  any  force  in  this,  it  was  equally  clear 
that  friends  in  the  House  of  Commons  might  be 
the  cause  of  great  embarrassment  to  the  colony, 
because,   although    they    might  have  influence 
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when  a  particular  Govemmenfc  was  in  office,  that 
adTantage  might  be  more  than  outweighed  when 
a  Ministry  to  whom  those  persons  were  hostile 
came  into  office  in  turn.  It  was  practically  im- 
possible that  any  man  could  be  in  the  House  of 
Commons  without  belonging  to  any  party  at  all. 
However,  he  belicTed  the  time  had  gone  by  when 
the  Home  G-ovemment  could  affect  these  colonies. 
The  real  point  was,  that  the  two  positions  were 
incompatible.  Perhaps  honorable  members  might 
remember  the  action  taken  by  Canada  in  this 
matter.  A  well-known  Radical,  the  author  of 
the  famous  satire  called  "  Ginx's  Baby,*'  Mr. 
Jenkins,  was  Agent-General  for  Canada,  and, 
being  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  Government  of  Canada  at  once  informed  liim 
that  it  had  no  further  need  for  his  services. 
He  (Colonel  Whitmore)  did  not  think  it  would 
be  desirable  for  the  Agent-General  to  enter  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  he  thought  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  should  be  required  to  make  up  his  mind 
on  this  and  other  subjects.  He  had  replied  to 
telegrams  that  the  Government  should  have  his 
reasons  and  explanations  by  the  following  mail ; 
but  the  only  reasons  and  explanations  which  ar- 
rived were  this  proposition  to  make  himself  a 
Minister,  with  the  rank  and  cost  of  an  ambassa- 
dor, and  to  raise  his  olerk  to  the  position  of  Agent- 
General.  That  did  not  appear  to  be  conclusively 
satisfactory  ;  and  the  Government  thereupon 
sent  him  a  peremptory  telegram  to  elect  at  once 
whether  he  would  pei^orm  the  duties  of  Agent- 
General  as  before,  and  devote  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  them,  or  whether  he  would  resign  the 
office.  Circumstances  had  now  relegated  him 
(Colonel  Whitmore)  to  another  side  of  the  House, 
and  he  did  not  know  whether  an  answer  had  been 
received ;  but,  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  office, 
either  the  telegraph  wire  had  been  working  very 
badly,  or  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  backward- 
ness in  coming  forward  in  the  Agent- General's 
office,  because  six  weeks  or  two  months  had 
elapsed  since  the  sending  of  that  telegram.  The 
question  must  be  faced  ;  and  he  confessed  he  saw 
indications  which  led  him  to  believe  something 
was  likely  to  occur  with  reference  to  this  office. 
He  thought  it  was  quite  possible  that  recent 
great  political  changes  had  hinged  upon  the  dis- 
posal of  this  office;  but,  since  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General  had  assured  the  Council  that 
the  Government  had  given  no  consideration  to 
the  matter,  he  was  bound  to  accept  that  ex- 
planation. Nevertheless,  he  might  be  allowed  to 
say  that  he  thought  other  people  had  given  the 
matter  consideration.  He  agreed  that  the  Agent- 
General  ought  not  to  be  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  he  should  oppose  in  every  constitu- 
tional way  any  proposal  that  the  Agent-General 
should  be  allowed  to  hold  office  while  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  said  he  was 
rather  astonished  at  the  honorable  and  gallant 
gentleman  who  had  last  spoken  taking  exception 
to  the  proposal  of  the  Agent-General  to  change 
the  constitution  of  his  office.  It  was  true  the 
proposition  of  the  A  gent- General  was  calculated 
to  a  great  extent  to  magnify  the  importance  of 
his  office,  but  in  this  it  seemed  to  him  (Mr. 
Hon,  Colonel  Whitmor§ 


Waterhouse)  that  the  Agent-Gkneral  was  only 
the  worthy  representative  of  the  views  held  l^ 
the  late  Ministry 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— Because  it 
was  well  known  that  the  late  Premier  himself 
expressed  a  desire  that  the  Agent-General  should 
be  in  the  position  of  a  Secretary  of  State — that  he 
should  wear  a  grand  uniform,  and  should  have 
the  right  of  access  to  Her  Majesty  in  her  own 
person.  That  being  the  view  of  the  Premier, 
and  a  similar  view  being  entertained  by  the 
Agent-General,  it  was  rather  astonishing  that  his 
proposition  was  now  so  strongly  opposMi  by  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man called  "No"  to  his  (Mr.  Waterhouse's) 
remark  that  these  were  the  views  entertained  bj 
the  head  of  the  Ministry  of  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  a  member ;  but  he  had  evidently 
forgotten  the  important  speech  delivered  in 
Auckland,  in  which  the  Premier  laid  great  stress 
upon  this  particular  point.  Not  b^ng  in  the 
secret  as  regarded  late  Ministerial  changes,  he  did 
not  know  how  far  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
correct  in  his  surmises  about  the  Agent-General- 
ship ;  but  he  presumed  he  was  judging  the  present 
Ministry  by  the  action  taken  by  himself  or  bj 
his  colleagues  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the 
previous  Ministry.  If  his  memory  did  not  mis- 
lead him,  there  were  some  rumours  afloat  at  tJiat 
time  as  to  the  office  of  Agent-Gkneral  being 
dangled  before  the  eyes  of  a  gentleman  well  fitted 
to  perform  the  duties  of  the  position,  he  admitted, 
but  who,  public  report  stated,  had  been  to  tome 
extent  influenced  in  his  vote  by  the  offer.  Pro- 
bably in  the  present  case  the  honorable  gentlenmn 
had  judged  the  existing  Ministry  by  the  action 
taken  by  himself  and  his  colleagues  on  a  former 
occasion.  Speaking  to  the  question,  he  knew  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  pretty  well ;  and  he  thought,  if  thmt 

fentleman  had  set  his  heart  upon  entering  Uia 
(ritish  Parliament,  he  would  not  allow  the  reten- 
tion of  the  office  of  Agent-G«neral  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  carrying  out  that  idea,  and  he  thought 
it  probable  that  the  action  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had 
undoubtedly  taken  in  England  would  lead  to 
his  severing  himself  from  the  office  he  now  h^d. 
If  that  were  the  case,  he  hoped  the  Ministrj 
would  take  into  their  serious  consideration  the 
desirability  of  recasting  this  particular  oflioe 
altogether.  The  office  of  Agent-General  was  the 
most  honorable  office  that  any  person  connected 
with  the  politics  of  New  Zealand  could  hold.  It 
was  the  highest  political  prize  that  could  be 
reached  by  any  person  connected  with  the  politics 
of  thtf  colony ;  and  he  thought  that,  in  aoj 
further  action  which  might  be  taken  with  regard 
to  this  office,  that  fact  should  be  considered.  In 
one  of  the  other  colonies  an  Act  had  been 
passed  limiting  the  term  of  office  of  an  Agent- 
General  to  three  years,  so  that  no  person  might 
appear  to  possess  a  monopoly  of  the  high 
honors  attached  to  that  position  ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Waterhouse)  thought  it  would  be  wise  if,  in 
reconsidering  this  question — should  it  press  itself 
upon  the  Government  for  consideration — the  GK>- 
vemment  should  consider  whether  it  vras  not 
desirable  to  place  the  New  Zealand  Agent-€^ene- 
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ralship  on  a  somewhat  similar  footing.  Not  only 
did  it  appear  to  be  not  desirable  that  no  person 
should  be  regarded  as  having  a  monopoly  for  life 
of  the  position,  but  in  the  interest  of  the  colony  it 
seemed  expedient  that  there  should  be  a  periodi- 
cal infusion  of  new  blood  into  that  particular 
department,  one  result  of  which  would  be  that 
the  office  would  be  continually  filled  by  persons 
who  had  just  had  an  active  acquaintance  with  the 
politics  of  the  colony.  That  would  be  a  great 
advantage  ;  and  he  trusted  that  any  future  action 
with  regard  to  the  office  would  be  in  this  direc- 
tion, 60  that  the  office  might  be  a  political  prize 
held  up  as  obtainable  by  any  leading  man  for  a 
period  of  three  years — by  any  man  who  had 
passed  through  the  highest  and  most  important 
offices  in  the  colony,  and  had  thus  shown  that  he 
possessed  to  the  fullest  extent  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow-colonists. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  hoped  that  if 
any  change  were  made  in  regard  to  this  office  it 
would  be  made  in  remembrance  that  the  strictjest 
economy  was  necessary  in  these  times,  and  that 
there  was  necessity  for  considering  the  propriety 
of  altering  the  administration  of  the  office  al- 
tof^ether.  He  knew  it  had  been  asked  previously, 
**  Why  should  there  be  an  Agent-General  at  all  ?" 
and  that  the  reply  had  been,  "  In  order  to  look 
after  the  business  connected  with  sending  railway 
plant,  and  other  matters ;"  but  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  it  woidd  have  been  very  much 
better  if  the  Agent-General  had  not  been  allowed 
to  interfere  with  the  importation  into  the  colony 
of  railway  plant.  From  what  he  had  seen,  and 
from  what  he  had  been  told,  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that,  by  allowing  the  Agent-G«neral 
to  interfere  in  these  matters,  tens  of  thousands 
of  pounds  had  been  lost  to  the  colony.  It  was 
not  only  what  had  been  lost  by  purchases,  but 
there  was  hardly  a  railway-yard  in  the  colony  in 
-which  there  were  not  large  heaps  of  material 
lying  idle,  which  on  inquiry  turned  out  to  be 
condemned  material  —  material  which  had  been 
sent  out  and  condemned  here  as  worthless.  That 
had  been  the  result  of  the  system.  If  a  return 
were  made  up  showing  the  amount  of  material 
which  had  been  condemned  after  reaching  the 
colony,  the  loss  would  be  found  to  amount  to  a 
very  large  sum  of  money.  The  same  system  had 
been  tried  in  the  other  colonies,  and  had  been 
found  to  work  so  badly  that  a  change  had  been 
made.  He  had  observed  that  a  contract  had 
recently  been  let  for  the  supply  of  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds'  worth  of  material  in  another 
colony ;  and  it  had  been  found  to  be  the  best 
course,  because  the  material  was  imported  at  the 
risk  of  the  contractor,  and  the  Gt>vemment  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  and  rejecting  that 
not  up  to  the  conditions  of  the  contract. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  said  he  had  always 
been  under  the  impression  that  some  person  or 
other  received  a  commission  on  the  railway  plant, 
and  when  he  was  at  Home  he  asked  the  late  Dr. 
Featherston  whether  he  was  aware  if  that  was 
the  case,  and  Dr.  Featherston  said  he  did  not 
know  who  got  the  commission,  but  he  did  not. 
And  it  would  be  admitted  by  all  who  knew  that 
gentleman  that  he  knew  nothing  at  all  about  it. 

VOL.  XXXIL-77. 


The  fact  was,  there  was  a  man  holding  an  appoint- 
ment at  Home  which  was  worth  thousands  and 
thousands.  He  alluded  to  the  Inspecting  En- 
gineer, who^  in  his  opinion,  was  the  person  into 
whose  pocket  the  commission  went.  Instead  of 
having  an  Agent- General's  office  and  department 
at  Home,  it  would  be  better  to  send  a  practical 
man  of  business  tliere ;  and  he  would  be  very  glad 
indeed  to  see  the  Agent-General's  office  done  away 
with  altogether. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  wished  to  join  issue  on 
some  opinions  which  had  been  expressed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  with  reference  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  Agent-General  in  London.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  practical  portion  of  the 
work  of  the  Agent-General  had  been  but  poorly 
done,  and  he  thought  the  colony  might  have  had 
much  better  value  for  its  money  by  the  adoption 
of  a  modification  of  the  course  suggested  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  G.  Buckley.  But  he  thought  the  posi* 
tion  of  Agent-General  ought  to  be  preserved,  and 
that  it  ought  chiefly  to  bo  an  honorary  one ;  and 
he  was  sure  that,  chiefly  as  an  honorair  posi- 
tion, it  could  be  advantageously  filled.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  A  gent- General  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  contest  a  seat  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  if  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  seat 
in  that  Legislature  his  services  would  be  of  en- 
hanced value  to  the  colony.  He  differed  alto- 
gether from  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  when  he 
stated  that  it  was  curious  to  observe  that  our 
Agent-General  was  announcing  himself  as  a  pro- 
minent supporter  of  a  Conservative  Ministry  in 
England,  and  there  were  very  strong  reasons  why 
such  a  course  should  not  be  pursued.  He  (Dr. 
Grace)  had  not  heard  a  single  reason  in  support 
of  this  view  advanced,  except  one  which  was 
submitted  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore,  to 
this  effect  t  that  the  interests  of  the  colony  might 
be  sacrificed  on  account  of  the  political  proclivi- 
ties of  its  representative.  If  that  was  the  main 
reason  why  the  Agent-General  should  not  occupy 
a  seat  in  the  British  Parliament,  he  could  only 
say  such  a  reason  had  no  influence  with  him 
whatever. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  misquoting  him.  What 
he  said  was,  that  he  did  not  beheve  that,  the 
colony  not  being  any  longer  in  leading-strings,  it 
would  matter  much  whether  the  Home  Govern- 
ment wished  it  well  or  not ;  but  that,  if  it  was 
otherwise,  and  the  Agent-General  had  a  seat  in 
Parliament,  and  the  Gt)vernment  of  which  he 
was  a  supporter  went  out,  the  interests  of  the 
colony  might  be  sacrificed  by  his  proclivities. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  thanked  the  honorable 
gentleman  for  the  correction.  He  was  partly  led 
into  the  error  by  something  the  honorable  mem- 
ber said  previously,  and  which  was  to  this  effect : 
that,  if  the  Imperial  Government  still  had  any 
influence  upon  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  the 
interests  of  the  colony  might  be  sacrificed  on 
account  of  the  poUtical  proclivities  of  its  repre- 
sentative in  England.  But  it  was  clear  that  he 
did  not  catch  the  honorable  gentleman's  true 
meaning,  which  was  this:  that,  supposing  that 
the  presence  of  the  Agent-General  in  Parliament, 
as  a  pohtical  supporter  of  any  party,  was  of  use 
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to  the  colony  on  accoant  of  his  belonging  to  that 
party,  therefore  the  colony  might  suffer  when  that 
party  went  out  of  office.     He  maintained  that  the 
advantages  which  an  Agent-Q-eneral  would  have 
in   possessing  a  seat  in   Parliament,  altogether 
apart  from  his  party  influence,  would  be  of  such 
importance  to  the  colony  that  it  would  be  of  great 
service  to  us  were  such  a  thing  possible.    Our 
relations   witli   the  Imperial  Government  were 
very  well  defined  and  clearly  understood.    There 
was  probably  nothing  in  the  British  Constitution 
so  well  laid  down  now  as  the  respective  relations 
of  the  colonies  to  the  Empire  and  of  the  Empire 
to  the  colonies ;  and  it  would  be  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  the  mere  presence  of  a  single  mem- 
ber in  the  House  of  Commons  could  in  any  way 
upset  the  well-established  relations   which  had 
tended  so  much  to  make  the  greatness  of  the 
Empire.   What  he  wished  to  draw  attention  to  was 
the  opinion  he  entertained  that  the  social  posi- 
tion of  an  Agent-Q-eneral  in  England  might  con- 
duce materially  to  the  welfare  of  the  colony.    The 
mere  opportunities  a  member  of  Parliament  in 
England  had  of  coming  in  contact  with  the  best 
classes  of  men — the  mere  opportunities  he  had 
of  familiarizing  others  with  the  requirements  of 
the  colony  and  its  capacity  for  development — the 
mere  opportunities  he  had  of  saying  a  word  in 
favour  of   the  colony — might  be  of  very  great 
use  to  the  colony,  and,  for  his  part,  the  one  thing 
he  approved  of  in  regard  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel  re- 
tainmg  the  Agency  was,  that  he  had  the  courage 
to  attempt  to  obtain  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.   He  thought  that  the  office  of  the  Agent- 
General  had  been  extravagantly  conducted,  and 
that,  like  other  people    under  similar  circum- 
stances, they  had  not  had  the  best  value  for  their 
money  ;  but  he  thought  that,  owing  to  the  posi- 
tion which  Sir  Julius  Vogel    occupied  in  the 
opinion  of  the  English  public,  the  colony  had 
reaped  a  very  great  deal  of  benefit.     His  pro- 
minence in  London  hnd  been  of  material  value 
to  the  colony,  and,  if  that  prominence  were  more 
pronounced,  New  Zealand  would  benefit  by  it. 
Therefore  he  was  an  advocate  for  altering  ma- 
terially the   exact   position   which   the   Agent- 
G^neral  occupied  in  relation  to  his  duties,  and  for 
allowing  him   to  occupy  a  seat  in  Parliament. 
There  were  many  ways    in   which   the  Agent- 
General  might  bo  of  use  to  the  colony,  and  in 
which  that  officer  had  been  of  use  in  the  past. 
The  Agent-General  might  be  very  useful  indeed  in 
keeping  the  colony  in  the  public  favour  in  London, 
and  in  keeping  us  en  rapport  with  the  feeling  of 
England  as  regarded  our  prospects.    For  example, 
there  was  no  doubt  that,  if  the  Agent- GJeneral 
had  performed  his  duty,  he  would  have  warned 
the  colony  about  nine  months  ago  that  our  finan- 
cial position  in  England  was  considered  unsatis- 
factory.    That  information  ought  to  have  been 
sent  to  the  Ministers  who  had  just  retired  from 
office.     The   Agent- General   must   have   known 
that  the  financial  position  of  the  colony  was  con- 
stantly in  the  mouths  of  moneyed  men  in  London, 
and  he  ought  to  have  warnea  Ministers  that  we 
were  in  a  position  in  which  the  strictest  economy 
was  imperatively  required  at  their  hands.    He  had 
merely  risen  to  take  exception  to  certain  otrjections 
Ron,  Dr.  Grace 


that  had  been  raised  to  the  actual  intention  of  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  to  contest  a  seat  in  Parliament.  He 
saw  no  reason  in  the  world  why  our  Agent-General 
should  not  occupy  a  seat  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  he  went  further,  and  said  that,  if  the 
Agent-Generalship  was  the  first  prize  to  be  ob- 
tained in  the  political  life  of  these  colonies,  it 
was  their  duty  to  make  that  prize  well  worth 
having,  and,  if  they  restricted  the  career  of  the 
Agent-General  by  the  condition  that  under  no 
circumstances  must  he  contest  a  seat  in  the 
British  Parliament,  they  derogated  from  the 
value  and  importance  of  that  appointment.  Bat 
there  could  be  nothing  in  our  relations  with  the 
Imperial  Government,  and  nothing  in  the  rela- 
tions of  the  Imperial  Government  with  the 
colonies,  to  render  it  undesirable  in  any  sense 
that  a  member  of  Parliament  should  act  as  our 
Agent-General. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  ventured  to  ask  the 
honorable  the  mover  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
withdrawing  his  motion  at  the  present  time. 
The  honorable  gentleman  representing  the  GK>- 
vemment  had  told  them — what,  of  course,  they 
all  knew  before — that  this  question  had  not  come 
before  the  present  Government  at  all,  and  thBt 
they  had  not,  in  fact,  received  any  reply  to  the 
telegram  sent  by  the  late  Government.  That  he 
understood  to  be  the  present  position  of  the  case, 
and  therefore  he  imagined  that,  as  an  expression 
of  opinion  had  been  given  by  the  Council  on  this 
matter,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  press  it  further. 
He  believed  that  at  the  time  this  question  was 
raised  a  dissolution  in  England  was  imminent. 
No  dissolution,  however,  had  taken  place,  and  Par- 
liament would  not  be  dissolved  until  after  next 
session,  which  would  commence  in  February  next. 
Therefore  no  decision  would  be  required,  at  any 
rate  for  some  time,  on  the  question  of  the  present 
Agent-General  becoming  a  member  of  Parliament. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  seemed  to  him  that 
it  would  bo  premature  to  discuss  the  matter. 
He  was  very  glad  indeed  to  have  heard  the 
opinions  of  difierent  members.  He  confessed 
that  he  did  not  feel  himself  competent  to  express 
an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  colony  would  be 
better  with  or  without  an  Agent-General.  He 
could  not  help  feeling,  however,  that  it  would  be 
a  very  extreme  measure  to  abolish  the  office.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  an  Agent- General  was  abso- 
lutely necessary ;  and  if  the  mover  of  this  resolu- 
tion would  bear  witness  as  to  what  he  himfielf 
(the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  and  the  late  Dr.  Fca- 
therston  did  for  the  colony  when  they  went  Home 
as  Commissioners — ^if  he  would  describe  a  certain 
interview  with  Mr.  Gladstone,  at  which  the  tme 
position  of  New  Zealand  was  most  ably  repre- 
sented to  that  gentleman,  and  when  Mr.  Glmd- 
stone  himself  acknowledged  that  he  had  nerer 
known  the  whole  truth  of  the  matter  until  then, 
and  candidly  confessed  that  all  the  Commissioners 
said  was  true — a  history  of  that  kind  would,  he 
believed,  be  in  itself  no  very  slight  testimony  to 
the  importance  and  necessity  of  the  colony  beii^ 
represented  by  an  Agent-General  at  Home.  There 
were,  no  doubt,  a  great  many  other  instances 
which  honorable  members  could  adduce  in  which 
the  services  of  an  Agent-General  were  abeolntdy 
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necessary.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  that 
officer  being  a  member  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, that,  of  course,  was  another  thing  alto- 
gether. He  was  very  much  inclined  to  think 
that  the  view  taken  by  the  Canadian  GoTemment 
had  a  great  deal  of  force,  and  that  it  would  pro- 
bably be  better  that  our  Agent-Qeneral  should 
be  neutral,  and  not  under  the  influences  of  any 
party.  As  to  what  had  been  said  about  the  waste 
which  took  place  in  connection  with  the  depart- 
ment, he  thought,  considering  the  rush  of  orders 
which  had  gone  Home  from  the  colony,  and  the 
scramble  there  had  been  iu  getting  out  thousands 
of  tons  of  material  in  each  year,  that  they  might 
think  themselyes  fortunate  that  there  had  been 
no  greater  waste ;  and  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  proof  at  all  that  there  would  hare  been  less 
waste  had  there  been  no  Agent-General.  He 
hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  would  withdraw 
the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  thought  it  would 
be  convenient  that  the  latter  part  of  the  motion 
should  be  postponed  for  the  present,  seeing  that 
the  Attorney -General  was  not  in  a  position  to 
express  the  view  of  the  Government  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  matter  not  haying  been  considered  by 
the  Goyemment,  the  honorable  gentleman  could 
not  possibly  say  what  their  opinion  was.  But  he 
did  not  think  there  was  any  necessity  to  postpone 
the  other  part  of  the  motion.  The  debate  which 
had  occurred  showed  that  the  Council  took  a 
strong  interest  in  this  subject,  and  that  it  de- 
sired more  information.  One  or  two  points  had 
been  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
which  he  would  first  take  up,  before  touching 
upon  the  direct  question.  First,  with  regard  to 
the  unnecessary  expense  which  had  been  incurred, 
and  the  waste  that  had  taken  place  in  material, 
the  Agent-General  could  not  be  blamed  for 
that,  as  the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser  had  pointed 
out ;  neither  could  any  of  the  people  connected 
with  the  ofEce,  seeing  that  the  Government  not 
only  had  an  engineer,  appointed  by  itself,  to  in- 
spect all  material,  but  that  it  also  entered  into 
an  agreement — he  thought,  at  the  time  when  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  was  a  member  of  the 
Government — to  pay  a  certain  percentage  — 10 
per  cent.,  he  thought. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  was  very  glad  to 
hear  it ;  but  an  agreement  was  made  to  pay  a  cer- 
taiu  percentage  to  engineers  appointed  by  the 
great  contractors,  the  Messrs.  Brogden,  to  go 
through  a  similar  ceremony  of  inspection.  Now, 
if  any  material  which  had  passed  under  the  in- 
spection of  engineers  appointed  by  both  those 
parties  proved  to  be  useless,  the  experts  who 
were  appointed  should  bear  the  blame  rather 
than  the  department.  Then  there  was  another 
point:  He  confessed  he  was  unable  to  see  that 
it  was  necessary  to  continue  to  maintain  so 
expensive  an  establishment  as  that  of  the  Agent- 
General.  It  cost  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  he 
did  not  know  that  it  did  very  much  good  at  pre- 
sent, beyond  regulating  the  immigration  from 
Home,  and  keeping  the  Goyemment  au  cottrant 
with  what  was  going  on  in  financial  circles.    The 


reference  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  to  what  had 
been  done  by  some  envoys  from  New  Zealand — 
and  allusion  might  also  be  made  to  the  labours 
of  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  in  a  similar  capacity 
— showed  that,  when  circumstances  rendered  it 
desirable.  New  Zealand  would  always  be  able  to 
send  Home  competent  men  to  manage  its  afifairs, 
and  that  when  it  was  necessary   to  carry  out 
financial  arrangements  at  Home  the  colony  could 
send  delegates  for  the  purpose.     He  maintained 
tliat  the  office  of  Agent-General  was  not  required 
for  this  particular  purpose;  and  he  was  not  at  all 
certain  that  the  success  which  had  attended  the 
labours  of  the  Agent-General  in  that  direction 
had  been  such  as  to  lead  them  to  select  that  par- 
ticular agency  to  carry  out  financial  operations  at 
Home  rather  than  the  means  previously  adopted, 
when   the   work   was  done    by   special    envoys. 
While  he  concurred  in  the  view  expressed  by  the 
honorable  the   mover  of  this  resolution,  that  it 
was  not  expedient  for  tlio  Agent-General  of  the 
colony  to  become  a  partisan  in  English  political 
life^-a  position  which  he  must  necessarily  as- 
sume if  he  entered  the  House  of  Commons  — 
he  thought  there  was  one  feature  of  the  matter 
which  had  escaped  the  attention  of  the  honor- 
I  able  members  who  had  spoken.    The  Council  knew 
I  very   well    that    the    Agent-General    had    esta- 
j  blished  a  large  emigration  dep6t  at  Plymouth  at 
,  a  very  large  expense,  and  that  a  staff  was  kept 
,  tliere  to  look  after  the  arrangements.     They  had 
been  informed  by  the  English  papers  that    Sir 
Julius  Yogel,  on  going  to  Falmouth  to  sound  the 
I  views  of  the  constituents  there,  gave  an  indica- 
,  tion  of  his  opinion  that  Falmouth  was  a  more 
!  convenient  place.     He  (Mr.  Menzies)  thought  it 
!  might  be  fairly  inferred  from  this  that  if  the 
i  Government  approved,  and  the  Agent-General 
was  returned  by  the  constituency,  he  would,  as  a 
,  corollary,  endeavour  to  press  on  the  Government 
the  advisability  of  changing  the  emigration  d^p6t 
'  to  what  he  might  represent  as  a  more  favourable 
I  situation,  which  would  also  have  tlie  advantage  of 
being  the  locality  for  which  he  sat  as  representa- 
,  tive.     Now,  he  did  not  think  he  need  tlwell  on 
this  point.     It  must   be  obvious  enough  to  all 
members  of  the  Council  that  in  this  way  a  very 
large  expenditure  might  be  incurred,  which  might 
not  increase  the  efficiency  ot  the  service,  but  would 
have  the  effect  of  promoting  the  private  views  of 
the  Agent-General  for  the  time  being.     He  must 
express  his  entire  approval  of  the  terms  of  the 
telegram  which  was  sent  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel  by 
the  late  Government.      He  believed  the  right 
policy  of  the  Government  woidd  be  to  adhere  to 
the  same  view  ;  and  he  trusted  they  would  also  see 
their  way  to  materially  lessen  the  expenditure  in 
the  department  of  the   Agent-General  at  Home, 
seeing  that  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done  now 
was  so  yery  much  less  than  had  to  be  performed 
in  the  earlier  days  after  the  office  was  first  esta- 
blished, and  that  any  special  financial  operations 
coidd  always  be  undertaken  by  envoys  sent  from 
New  Zealand  for  the  purpose. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  thought  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  had  preceded  him  had  hardly 
done  justice  to  the  A  gents- General  they  had  had 
heretofore.    His  own  impression  was,  that  New 
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Zealand  had  been  specially  fortunate  in  iti  repre- 
sentatiyes  in  that  capacity.  The  late  Dr.  Feather- 
ston  undoubtedly  stood  at  the  very  head  of 
Agents-General.  He  had  the  entire  confidence 
of  the  Colonial  Office,  and  there  was  no  official 
who  came  in  contact  with  him  who  had  not  the 
highest  respect  for  him  and  for  the  colony  he 
represented.  They  did  not  seem  inclined  either 
to  give  sufficient  credit  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel  for 
what  he  had  been  doing  for  the  colony.  Ue  was 
scarcely  aware  of  any  colony  about  which  there 
had  been  so  much  misrepresentation  as  New 
Zealand,  and  it  was  a  most  fortunate  circumstance 
that  the  colony  had  a  gentleman  representing  it 
in  England  who  was  both  able  and  willing  to 
refute  these  misrepresentations  in  a  most  effectual 
manner.  There  was  undoubtedly  a  great  waste 
in  the  first  blush  of  our  public  works  policy, 
which  was  not,  hovreTcr,  in  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  Agent- General,  but  owing  to  want 
of  judgment  in  ordering  peremptorily  large  quan- 
tities of  plant,  when  it  was  well  known  at  the 
time  the  orders  were  sent  that  material  was  at 
double  or  treble  the  ordinary  current  price. 
When  the  Agent- General  received  an  order  for 
a  large  quantity  of  plant,  he  had  no  alternative 
but  to  fill  the  order  at  whatever  rate  the  ma- 
terial could  be  supplied  at.  With  regard  to  the 
office,  he  (Mr.  Holmes)  was  perhaps  as  well 
informed  on  this  subject  as  most  honorable 
members,  and  he  could  say  that,  for  the  duties 
required  to  be  performed,  the  present  num- 
ber of  officials  employed  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  gentleman  next  in  position  to  Sir 
Julius  Vogel,  Mr.  Kennaway,  who  was  from  Can- 
terbury, was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the 
wants  of  the  colony,  and  was  quite  capable  of 
representing  those  wants  in  an  effectual  manner. 
Under  him  was  a  gentleman  who  had  grown  grey 
as  a  merchant  before  being  employed  to  do  the 
shipping  business  for  the  colony  —  Mr.  McKeliar. 
The  number  of  officials  in  the  emigration  def)art- 
ment  had  swelled  up  the  expenses  of  the  office, 
and  this  was  not  caused  so  much  at  the  desire  of 
the  Agent-General  as  at  the  desire  of  Ministers 
in  the  Colony ;  because,  instead  of  the  AgeuLs- 
General  having  been  pei-mitted  to  engage  ]>ersons 
who  they  thought  would  be  competent  to  con- 
duct the  business  of  immigiation,  a  number  of 
persons  had  obtained  walking  commissions  from 
the  colony,  outside  the  Agent-General's  office 
altogether,  and  at  large  salaries,  to  go  about  and 
publish  the  wants  of  the  colony.  With  regard  to 
the  Agent-General  entering  Parliament,  he  could 
■ee  no  objection  to  that  whatever.  What  would 
be  the  position  of  the  A  gent- General  when  he 
entered  Parliament?  Merely  that  of  a  private 
member.  The  representative  of  the  colony  in  the 
House  of  Commons  was  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  and  no  one  else ;  and  Sir  Julius 
Vogel,  if  he  were  to  enter  Parliament  to-morrow, 
would  merely  be  recognized  as  the  member  for 
Falmouth,  and  not  as  the  representative  of  New 
2iealand.  Whatever  Canada  might  have  done, 
he  could  see  no  good  reason  why  New  Zealand 
should  object  to  its  Agent-General  having  a  seat 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  imagined  that 
in  lome  respects  it  would  alter  his  position  for 
Son,  Mr.  Eohnet 


the  better  —  it  would  gire  him  more  inffoence 
when  transacting  public  business  on  behalf  of  the 
colony. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  BILLON  BELL,  in  reply, 
said  he  was  not  at  all  sorry  that  he  had  raised 
the  question,  since  it  had  resulted  in  this  debate. 
Notwithstanding  the  different  opinions  expressed, 
he  thought  the  Council  would  at  any  rate  agree  to 
one  thing — namely,  that,  supposing  the  balance 
of  opinion  to  be  in  favour  of  the  Agent-General 
going  into  the  House  of  Commons,  at  least  per- 
mission to  do  so  should  fin>t  be  granted  to  him 
by  the  Executive  Government  of  the  colony,  and 
it  should  not  be  considered  to  be  a  matter  about 
which  he  had  only  to  exercise  his  chcttoe.  He 
was  aware  of  the  reply  that  had  been  given  in 
the  other  House,  but  his  honorable  and  learned 
friend  had  omitted  to  say  that  the  answer  given  on 
that  occasion  did  not  amount  to  an  authoritative 
statement  of  the  intentions  of  the  Government ; 
and  he  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  was  anxious,  therefore, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  should  call  the 
attention  of  his  colleagues  to  the  matter,  and 
inform  the  Council  what  would  be  their  deci- 
sion with  regard  to  it.  He  felt  that  it  would 
not  be  right,  while  the  subject  was  still  under 
consideration,  to  press  it  forward  at  present ;  but 
he  might  say  that,  if  the  Government  did  not 
come  to  a  decision,  he  should  again  seek  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  before  the  session  dosed. 
If  it  was  decided  that  the  Agent-General  might 
enter  upon  the  party  struggles  which  were  be- 
coming more  and  more  fierce  in  the  House  of 
Commons — if  he  misht,  in  fact,  employ  his  time 
chiefly,  as  he  must  do  if  he  entered  that  House, 
in  attending  to  English  politics — let  it  be  so ;  but 
do  not  let  his  candidature  go  on  for  months  and 
months  without  any  notice  being  taken  of  it 
hero.  Keference  had  been  made  to  the  que:stion 
of  Plymouth  and  Falmouth.  He  had  refrained 
from  that  question,  but  he  was  not  sorry  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  had  raised  it.  Thrre  the 
Council  had  an  exact  instance  of  the  incoovenieuce 
of  the  position ;  and,  since  the  question  had  been 
raised,  he  would  press  it.  An  establishment  in 
connection  with  our  immigration  had  been  long 
on  foot  at  Plymouth ;  yet,  just  when  the  Agent- 
General  was  going  to  stand  for  Falmouth,  it 
appeared  Falmouth  was  a  more  desirable  place 
than  Plymouth  for  the  emigration  establishment. 
It  might  be  so,  but  it  was  not  pleasant  to  find  the 
two  circumstances  coincident,  because  it  seemed 
as  if  there  was  some  relation  between  the  candi- 
dature of  the  Agent-General  for  Falmouth,  and 
the  proposal  to  spend  a  lot  of  money  there  and  to 
make  it  a  dep6t  for  emigration  ;  and  it  would  have 
been  more  desirable  had  the  Agent-General  been 
a  candidate  for  some  other  place.  One  other 
point  to  which  he  must  refer  was  the  question  of 
the  representation  of  the  colony  in  England.  He 
had  no  desire  whatever  to  cast  any  blame  on 
the  present  Agent-General  for  the  manner  ia 
which  he  discharged  his  duties.  No  one  admired 
that  gentleman's  abilities,  or  valued  the  wofk 
he  had  done  for  the  colony,  more  than  he 
(Sir  F.  Billon  Bell)  did ;  he  quite  admitted  that 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  been  conspicuous  for  his 
desire  to  advance  the  true  interests  and  welfue 
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of  the  colony,  and  that  the  colony  had  no  reason 
to  find  fault  with  him  at  all.  While  on  this 
point  he  might  add  that  he  wished  puhlic  men 
would  not  he  so  ready  to  cast  imputations  upon 
those  who  did  the  country  good  serrice.  He  had 
heard  with  regret,  not  a  long  time  ago,  in  a  place 
he  was  not  allowed  to  mention,  a  distinguished 
statesman  of  the  colony  attack  Mr.  Herhert,  the 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies.  It  was  then 
said  that  Mr.  Herbert  was  appointed  by  )iis 
cousin.  Lord  Camarron,  for  reasons  which  seemed, 
as  described,  not  at  all  creditable ;  but  the  state- 
ment was  absolutely  mcorrect.  Mr.  Herbert  was 
appointed  by  Lord  Granrille,  and  not  by  Lord 
Camarron;  and  he  had  rendered  most  signal 
services  to  this  and  other  colonies.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  would  remem- 
ber Mr.  Herbert ;  and  he  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell),  as 
one  of  the  Commissioners  who  went  Home  in 
1870,  was  glad  to  recognize  the  great  assistance 
Mr.  Herbert  then  gare  to  New  Zealand  at  a  very 
critical  time.  He  must  deprecate  such  reflec- 
tions upon  gentlemen  who  had  acted  as  Mr. 
Herbert  had  done.  He  would  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw the  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

PRISONS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third 
time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  29th  October,  1879. 

First  E^sdings— Second  ReadiDgs  —  Prisoni  Bill— Pro- 
cUnuktion  of  Counties — Agent-General— Public  Works 
Kzpenditure — Christchurch  Hospital  and  Charitable 
Aid  Board- HelensTille-Kaukapakapa  Railway— Pay- 
ment of  Members — Police  Long-Service  Pay— Univer- 
sity Education,  North  Island— Native  Expenditure — 
Book  on  i<iji— Higher  Courts  Procedure — Cost  of  Last 
Election  —  Employment  of  Labour  —  Education  Ke- 
serves— Hokitika  Harbour  Works— Grey  Ministry- 
Mines  Act— Government  Banking  Account — Auckland 
Members— D.  Hutchison— D.  Chmie  and  J.  Gwyuneth 
—East  and  West  Coast  Railway— Northern  Maori  Dis- 
trict—  Taxation  —  Kawau— Waitara  Harbour  Board 
Land  and  Borrowing  Bill— Sites  for  Working-Men's 
Clubs  Bill— Dramatic  Works  Copyright  BUI- Christ- 
church  Drill-shed  Bill  —  Timaru  Waterworks  Bill  — 
Native  Lawsuits  Bill— Licensing  Bill  (No.  2). 

Mr.  Sfbaksb  took  the  chair  at  Italf-post  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Southland  and  Wallace  Counties  District  Rail- 
ways Bdl,  Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Maori 
Members  Election  Validation  Bill,  Protection  of 
Animals  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Masterton  and  Grejtown  Lands  Management 
Bill,  Otago  Uni?er»ity  Reserres  Vesting  Bill,  West 
Clive  Public  Hall  ReserTC  Bill. 

PRISONS  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third 


PROCLAMATION  OF  COUNTIES. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  wished  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  matter  of  order.  It 
referred  to  a  paper  presented  to  the  House  and 
laid  on  the  table  bj  the  Gbvemment  on  the  3rd 
October.  It  was  a  copy  of  a  Proclamation  con- 
stituting the  County  of  Timaru,  under  section  15 
of  "The  Counties  Act,  1876."  The  point  of 
order  he  desired  to  draw  attention  to  was,  that 
this  Proclamation  ought  not  to  have  been  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  this  session,  but  next 
session.  Clause  15  of  the  Counties  Act  said,  "  A 
copy  of  every  such  Proclamation  shall  be  laid 
before  Parliament  within  ten  days  after  its  next 
sitting  after  the  issue  thereof."  This  Proclama- 
tion was  issued  on  the  2nd  October,  when  Parlia- 
ment was  in  session,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House  the  following  day — the  3rd  October. 
It  was  clear  that  under  the  law  it  ought  not  to 
have  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  till 
within  ten  days  after  the  opening  of  next  session 
of  Parliament.  Now,  the  consequences  which 
attended  the  laying  of  this  paper  on  the  table 
were  very  material ;  and,  as  it  largely  affected  his 
constituents,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  question  of  order, 
with  a  view  to  baring  the  copy  of  the  Proclama- 
tion discharged  or  withdrawn  from  the  records  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  would  look  into  the  matter, 
and  would  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject  on 
the  following  day. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  intend  to  retain  the  services  of  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  as  Agent-General  for  the  colony; 
if  not,  whether  they  intend  to  appoint  some  one 
else,  and,  if  so,  whom  ?  He  had  put  this  question 
in  consequence  of  rumours,  circulated  inside  and 
outside  of  this  House,  that  the  services  of  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  were  to  be  dispensed  with,  and 
another  person  appointed  in  his  stead.  It  was  to 
satisfy  the  public  that  he  put  the  question. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  Government  had 
no  intention  of  making  any  change  at  present. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  EXPENDITURE. 
Mr.  SUEPHARD  asked  the  Premier,  Whether, 
when  the  account  stated  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waitomata  to  be  promised  to  the  Auckland 
members  is  made  up,  showing  the  expenditure 
upon  public  works  in  different  parts  of  the  colony 
in  every  provincial  district  of  New  Zealand,  if 
the  account  shows  that  Nelson  has  not  received 
as  fair  a  share  as  other  districts  have  received, 
the  Government  will  adopt  some  way  by  which 
the  balance  shall  be  made  good  ?  His  reason  for 
putting  the  question  was  to  give  the  Premier  an 
opportunity  of  stating  to  the  House  and  the 
country  that  there  had  been  no  intention  to  favour 
any  particular  part  of  the  colony  in  regard  to 
pubUc  works  expenditure.  If  the  answer  should 
be  in  the  affirmative,  as  he  expected  it  would  be, 
it  would  satisfy  himself  and  the  country  generally 
that  there  had  been  no  corrupt  intention  in  any- 
thing that  had  occurred  of  which  they  had  heard 
so  much  during  the  last  few  days.    If,  on  the 
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other  band,  it  should  turn  out  that  the  Gh>Tem- 
ment  did  not  intend  to  applj  an  equal  measure  of 
justice  to  other  parts  of  the  colony,  thej  would  he 
liable  to  blame.  He  did  not  suppose  that  such 
was  the  case.  He  belieTcd  the  Premier  would 
thank  him  for  putting  the  question  on  the  Paper, 
BO  as  to  make  it  clear  to  all  parts  of  the  colony 
that  where  they  had  been  wronged  they  would 
have  justice  done  them. 

Mr.  HALL  could  assure  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  there  was  no  intention  to  favour  any 
part  of  the  colony.  The  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  to  do  justice  as  far  as  praclicable  to  all 
parts  of  the  colony. 

CHRISTCHURCH  HOSPITAL  AND  CHARI- 
TABLE  AID  BOARD. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
What  action,  if  any,  the  Government  intend  to 
take  with  reference  to  the  correspondence  re- 
cently forwarded  to  the  Government  by  the 
Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid  Board  in  Christ- 
church,  on  the  subject  of  a  memorial  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary  by  a  number  of  medical  gentle- 
men in  Chriatohurch,  on  the  22nd  September  last? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  Government  had 
received  a  short  letter  from  the  late  medical  staff 
of  the  Christchurch  Hospital,  asking  the  GoTem- 
ment  to  suspend  any  further  proceedings  until 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  the  last 
letter  from  the  Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid 
Board. 

HELENSVILLE-KAUKAPAKAPA  RAIL- 
WAY. 

Mr.  GEORGE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  When  the  Government  intend  calling  for 
contracts  for  the  construction  of  the  railway  from 
Helensville  to  Kaukapakapa,  money  having  been 
voted  by  the  Assembly  for  that  purpose?  His 
reason  for  putting  this  question  was  that  in  the 
session  of  1878  the  House  authorized  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway  from  Helensville  to  Kau- 
kapakapa, and  in  the  same  session  voted  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  purpose  of  going  on  with  the 
work.  Up  to  the  present  time  no  survey  of 
the  line  had  been  made,  and  no  contract  entered 
into  for  the  construction  of  the  railway. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  length  of  the  line  was 
two  and  a  half  miles.  The  sum  Vuted  towards  its 
consti*uction  was  £2,000,  and  the  estimated  cost 
was  £15,000.  So  far  no  contract  had  been  entered 
into,  but  a  week  ago  he  authorized  the  engage- 
ment of  a  surveyor  to  go  on  with  the  survey  of 
the  line. 

PAYMENT  OP  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  GEORGE  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  intend  this  year  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  members  by 
Statute  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  do  so. 

Mr.  GEORGE  wished  to  ask  Mr.  Speaker*s 
ruling  whether  or  not  a  private  member  could 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  mentioned. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  private  members  could 
not  introduce  Bills  dealing  with  money  matters. 
Mr.  Shephard 


POLICE  LONG-SERVICE  PAY. 

Mr.  REID  asked  the  Premier,  If  the  Gorem- 
ment  intend  taking  steps  to  place  the  members  of 
the  police  force  in  the  various  provincial  districts 
on  an  equal  footing  in  respect  to  long-serrice 
pay? 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  facts  of  the  case  wer« 
these :  that  long-service  pay  was  only  given  to 
the  Otago  police,  and,  after  the  aboStion  of 
provinces,  that  payment  was  continued  by  the 
General  GoTernment.  It  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  continue  the  long-service  pay 
to  those  officers  who  had  been  receiving  it ;  but 
it  was  not  the  intention  to  extend  it. 

UNIVERSITY  EDUCATION,  NORTH 
ISLAND. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, Whether  the  Government  intend  to  intro- 
duce this  session  any  measure  to  supply  the  want 
of  University  education  in  the  North  Island  of 
New  Zealand,  so  that  that  portion  of  the  colony 
may  possess  the  same  advantages  in  the  matter 
of  education  as  are  enjoyed  in  Canterbury  and 
Otago  ?  He  would  like  to  read  a  portion  of  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Higher  Edu- 
cation which  had  been  appointed  last  session. 
That  report  stated, — 

"  We  strongly  recommend  that  this  inequality 
in  the  educational  institutions  of  the  two  Islandii 
should  be  removed  at  once  by  establishing,  at 
the  most  important  centres  of  population  in  the 
North  Island,  colleges  capable  of  supplying  an 
education  of  the  same  standard  as  that  provided 
by  the  University  of  Otago  and  the  Canterbury 
College.  This  course  will  render  it  necessary, 
and  will  at  the  same  time  make  it  possible,  to 
remodel  the  New  Zealand  University,  by  abolish- 
ing the  system  of  affiliation,  and  bringfng  the 
Oiago  University  and  the  Canterbury  College, 
together  with  the  new  colleges  proposed  to  be 
established,  into  a  much  closer  relation  with  the 
University  than  the  present  system  admita  of. 
Entering  more  fully  into  details,  we  propose  that 
the  Government  should  invite  the  Legislature  to 
make  immediate  provision  for  the  establishment 
of  two  colleges — one  at  Auckland  and  the  other 
at  Wellington — of  such  a  character  as  has  been 
already  indicated." 

Further  on  the  report  stated, — 

*'  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  Government  either  to  select  out  of  l&nda 
at  its  disposal  suitable  sites  for  college  buildings 
at  Auckland  and  Wellington,  or  to  acquire  such. 
sites;  and  that  two  grants  of  £12,5CM)  each 
should  be  made  for  the  building  of  the  two 
colleges,  and  for  fittings  and  apparatus.  Al- 
though  these  sums  are  not  equal  to  those  ex- 
pended for  like  purposes  in  Dunedin  and  Christ* 
church,  wo  think  they  will  be  found  sufficient  for 
present  requirements." 

From  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Commission  he  also  found  that  they,  in  order  to 
give  effect  to  the  recommendation,  had  gone  so 
far  as  to  draft  a  Bill.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Government  intended  to  introauce 
the  Bill  drafted  by  the  Commission,  or  wheth^ 
they  intended  to  bring  in  a  measure  giying  effect 
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te  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Education. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  correctly  stated  that  there  was  a  Bill 
drafted  by  the  Commission.  It  had  been  very 
carefully  prepared,  and  involved  a  very  large 
question.  At  the  present  stage  of  the  session, 
considering  the  importance  of  the  business  that 
had  to  be  undertaken  during  the  remainder  of 
the  session,  and  considering  that  the  Commission 
had  only  as  yet  performed  a  part  of  their  task,  in- 
asmuch as  they  had  still  to  report  on  secondary 
education,  he  had  to  say  in  reply  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  that  the  Government  probably 
would  not  be  able  to  bring  forward  this  Bill 
during  the  present  session. 

NATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Native  Minister,  If 
he  will  lay  before  this  House — (1)  a  return  of 
expenditure  by  the  Native  Department  from 
13th  October,  1877,  to  8th  October,  1879,  under 
the  following  beads:  Native  officers,  food,  cloth- 
ing, gratuities,  and  contingencies ;  (2)  a  similar 
return  of  expenditure  for  the  same  purpose  from 
Ist  September,  1876,  to  13th  October,  1877  ;  (3) 
a  return  of  expenditure  under  the  Civil  list  for 
Native  purposes  from  13th  October,  1877,  to  8th 
October,  1879 ;  (4)  a  return  of  expenditure 
under  the  Civil  list  for  Native  purposes  from 
1st  September,  1876,  to  13th  October,  1877  ;  (5) 
a  schedule  of  all  claims  rendered  on  account  of 
Native  expenditure  to  date  which  remain  un- 
paid ?  He  was  aware  that  the  matter  involved 
m  this  question  would  in  the  ordinary  course 
form  the  subject  of  a  notice  of  motion.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  session  he  gave  notice  of  motion 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  Native  expenditure.  That 
notice  had  gone  down  the  Order  Paper,  and,  with 
the  present  press  of  business,  it  was  doubtful 
whether,  if  he  waited  to  bring  his  motion  on, 
he  would  be  able  to  procure  the  desired  informa- 
tion this  session.  The  same  subject  had  been 
taken  up  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  all  the  information  could  therefore  be  laid 
before  the  House  without  entaiUng  any  additional 
trouble.  His  object  in  getting  this  return  was  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  statements 
which  had  been  made  to  tlie  House,  as  to  the  fact 
of  there  having  been  no  difference  in  the  mode  of 
administering  the  Native  Department  as  between 
the  late  Gt>Temment  and  their  predecessors. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  that,  before  the  honor- 
able gentleman  replied,  he  should  like  to  know 
whether  this  question  was  in  order.  If  it  were 
in  order  he  should  Hko  to  strike  out  "  1877 " 
with  a  view  of  inserting  "  1869."  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  question  was  not  in  order,  as  it  was 
raising  a  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Franklin  could  not  discuss  the  question.  At  the 
same  time,  it  was  not  right  for  an  honorable 
member  to  anticipate  by  a  question  a  notice  of 
motion  appearing  on  the  Order  Paper.  It  would 
be  for  the  Government  to  answer  the  question  if 
they  thought  fit. 

Mr.  BBYCE  said  that  no  doubt  there  was  a 
considerable    amount   of   inconvenience  in  the 


habit  which  the  House  was  falling  into  of  putting 
questions  as  to  matters  which  usually  formed  the 
subjects  of  notices  of  motion.  In  this  instance  he 
might  say  that  there  was  only  one  portion  of  this 
return  which  would  entail  any  labour  on  tho  de- 
partment of  which  he  had  the  special  charge. 
The  remainder  of  the  return  would  have  to  be 
compiled  in  the  office  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
He  should  have  thought  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances that  it  would  have  entailed  a  good  deal  of 
labour,  but,  owing  to  the  inquiry  which  was  going 
on  in  another  place,  it  would  not  be  so  formidable, 
and  would  be  furnished  as  soon  as  possible. 

BOOK  ON  FIJL 

Mr.  SUTTON  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  are  publishing  a  book  upon 
Fijian  matters  ;  who  is  the  writer  or  compiler  of 
the  book ;  and  whether  tliis  House  will  be  sup- 
pHed  with  copies  when  pubUshed  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  had  made 
inquiries  on  this  subject,  but  could  not  find  that 
there  was  any  book  on  Fijian  matters  in  course 
of  publication  by  the  Government.  "  Historical 
Sketches  of  Savage  Life  in  Polynesia,"  a  book  of 
about  150  pages,  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Gill,  B.A., 
was  the  only  work  of  a  similar  character  which 
the  Government  could  find  was  being  printed  in 
the  Government  Printing  Office.  He  did  not 
know  whether  this  was  the  book  to  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  referred. 

HIGHER  COURTS  PROCEDURE. 
Mr.  HIS  LOP  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  take  into  consideration  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Law  Society  of  Dunodin,  adopted  on 
the  17th  day  of  October  current,  with  a  view  of 
introducing  a  simpler  and  less  expensive  pro- 
cedure into  the  higher  Courts  of  the  colony? 
Tho  other  day  a  question  was  asked  by  his  honor- 
able colleague  (Mr.  Shrimski)  as  to  whether  sit- 
tings of  the  Supreme  Court  were  to  be  held  at 
Oaiuaru.  The  answer  was,  that  the  district  was 
sufficiently  supplied  in  having  a  District  Court 
and  a  Resident  Magistrate's  Court.  That  was  a 
matter  which  he  could  not  enter  into,  because  it 
was  a  subject  about  which  there  was  a  variety  of 
opinions,  and  his  reference  to  it  would  possibly 
lead  to  a  discussion.  From  his  point  of  view,  he 
was  led  to  ask  this  question  because,  if  the  Go- 
vernment saw  their  way  to  introducing  a  better 
system  into  the  Supreme  Court,  to  making  it 
more  popular,  and  to  having  sittings  held  at 
short  intervals  at  Oamarn,  Timaru,  &c.,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
The  Law  Society  of  Dunedin  adopted  a  report  on 
the  17th  of  October,  advocating  a  radical  change 
in  the  procedure  of  the  higher  Courts.  Whilst 
he  agreed  with  that  report,  to  his  mind  it  did  not 
go  far  enough  ;  but,  even  if  the  report  of  the  Law 
Society  were  given  effect  to,  instead  of  the  Supreme 
Court  being  a  rich  man's  Court,  it  would  answer 
the  purposes  for  which  it  existed.  He  hoped  tho 
Government  would  be  able  to  take  this  subject 
into  consideration,  and  make  the  Supreme  Court 
more  popular  than  it  had  hitherto  been.  It  was 
very  well  known  that  to  a  man  of  ordinary  means 
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it  was  almost  a  matter  of  rain  to  go  into  that 
Court.     He  wished  to  see  the  system  altered. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  Government  would 
take  these  recommendations  into  consideration. 

COST  OF  LAST  ELECTION. 

Mr.  BAIN  asked  the  Goremment,  If  they  will 
lay  before  this  House  a  return  showing  the  cost 
to  the  public  exchequer  of  the  last  general  elec- 
tion P  Before  the  question  was  answered,  he 
should  like  to  add  the  words,  "and  the  cost  of 
last  session  of  Parliament." 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  the  GK)yernment  would 
have  the  return  prepared  as  soon  as  possible. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  LABOUR. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  give  instructions  for  each 
police-station  in  the  colony  to  keep  lists  of  the 
names  and  addresses  of  those  who  desire  to  em- 
ploy labour,  the  nature  of  the  work,  and  the 
remuneration  offered  ;  together  with  lists  of  those 
who  want  employment,  and  the  remuneration  re- 
quired ;  and,  to  facilitate  the  interchange  of  in- 
rormation,  for  telegrams  between  police-stations 
in  connection  with  such  lists  to  be  free?  The 
object  of  this  question  was  to  indicate  a  simple 
way  to  help  a  number  of  unemployed  people. 
Nearly  every  settler  in  the  colony,  large  or  small, 
had  work  there  might  be  no  pressing  necessity 
for  doing,  but  which  he  admitted  it  would  be 
desirable  to  do.  There  were  roads  that  could 
be  cleaned  and  metalled ;  ground  that  might  be 
trenched  for  garden,  orchard,  or  tree  planting : 
there  were  fencing,  draining,  gorse-grubbing,  lawn- 
forming,  and  many  improvements  of  that  kind. 
A  desire  to  relieve  the  distress  arising  from 
over-abundance  of  labour,  and  probably  also  con- 
sideration of  the  favourable  terms  that  might 
be  made  under  the  circumstances,  would  induce 
many  people  to  get  such  work  done  if  facilities 
were  offered  for  bringing  it  immediately  under 
the  notice  of  the  unemployed.  There  were 
hundreds  of  men  who  would  be  exceedingly 
glad  of  an  opportunity  to  tender  for  these  smaU 
jobs.  The  police  officers  and  police  •  stations 
throughout  the  colony  had  exceptional  oppor- 
tunities nnd  facilities  for  gathering  and  distri- 
buting information,  which  might  lead  to  such 
work  being  undertaken. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that,  before  seeing 
the  honorable  member's  question,  the  Government 
had  taken  steps,  at  the  several  immigration  offices, 
to  have  facilities  afforded  for  an  interchange  of 
labour,  and  for  promoting  the  objects  indicated 
in  the  question.  The  particular  idea  which  the 
honorable  member  suggested  had  not  yet  been 
acted  on.  He  thought  the  suggestion  deserved 
consideration,  and  he  would  do  his  best  to  give 
effect  in  some  way  to  the  proposal  suggested  by 
the  honorable  gentleman. 

EDUCATION  RESERVES. 
Mr.  IRELAND  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If,  in  the  interest  of  settlement,  it  is  intended 
to  introduce  a  Bill  empowering  the  Educational 
Reserves  Commissioners  to  deal  with  the  lands 
under  their  control,  either  by  sale  on  deferred 
Mr,  MUlop 


payment  or  otherwise,  through  the  Waste  Lands 
Boards  of  the  colony ;  the  proceeds  of  such  sale* 
to  be  invested  by  the  Commissioners  in  such 
manner  as  to  them  may  seem  most  advantageous  ? 
The  law  as  it  now  stood  did  not  enable  the  Com- 
missioners to  dispose  of  that  land  by  sale.  All  it 
conferred  on  them  was  the  power  to  lease  it  for 
twenty-one  years.  From  what  he  knew  of  tho 
district  he  came  from,  and  of  the  feelings  of  the 
people,  he  felt  satisfied  that  they  did  not  desire 
to  take  leases,  but  to  purchase  the  land  as  free* 
hold  property.  It  was  nearly  all  now  under 
pastoral  leases.  He  trusted  that  the  Government 
would  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  in  the 
interests  of  settlement. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  question  raised  hy 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  one  of  very  coq- 
siderable  importance.  The  Government  had  not 
yet  had  time  to  consider  it.  The  Government 
admitted  that  it  was  a  question  which  required 
attention,  but  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  pos- 
sible for  them  to  deal  with  it  this  session. 

HOKITIKA  HARBOUR  WORKS. 

Mr.  REID  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Gh>vemment 
to  grant  an  advance  of  money  to  the  Hokitika 
Harbour  Board  to  enable  the  Board  to  proceed 
with  the  present  contract  for  harbour  worka  ; 
and  what  provision  is  intended  to  be  made  to 
enable  the  said  Harbour  Board  to  complete  the 
said  contract?  In  putting  this  question,  he 
might  state  that  he  did  so  at  the  earnest  desire  of 
the  Hokitika  Harbour  Board.  He  had  receired 
messages  and  letters  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Harbour  Board,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  stating  the 
circumstances,  and  pointing  out  that  the  eum 
of  £5,000  was  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to 
enable  the  Board  to  carry  on  the  present  contract. 
That  contract,  as  the  present  Government  were 
aware,  was  entered  into  with  the  Ml  knowledge 
and  approval  of  the  late  Government,  and  Uie 
contractor,  Mr.  Smith,  was  at  present  carrjing 
oat  the  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board. 
Unless  the  progress  payments  were  made,  a  heavy 
penalty  would  be  incurred  by  the  Board.  He 
should  also  like  the  Government  to  state  what 
provision  is  likely  to  be  made  to  complete  the 
contract. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  Government 
was  not  yet  fully  informed  as  to  the  facts  of  this 
matter.  They  were  in  communication  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  the  Chairman  of  the  Harbour 
Board,  and,  on  the  receipt  of  the  information 
they  had  applied  for,  they  would  make  known 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  what  Btepi 
they  intended  to  take. 

GREY  MINISTRY. 
Mr.  HALL. — I  promised  the  honorable 
ber  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey)  a  final  a 
to  his  request  for  the  production  of  the  cor- 
respondence upon  the  subject  of  the  resignatkm 
of  the  late  Ministry.  With  every  desire  to  meet 
the  views  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  GoTem- 
ment  is  not  able  to  make  to  His  Excellency^  the 
recommendation  which  the  honorable  member 
suggests.    The  correspondence  consistt,  first,  of  a 
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memorandum  from  the  late  Premier  tendering 
hb  resignation,  next  of  a  note  from  His  Excel- 
lency, and  then  of  a  second  memorandum  from  the 
late  Premier  on  which  His  Excellencj  at  the  time 
made  an  indorsement  recording  his  impression 
of  the  conyersation  in  the  memoranda  referred 
to.  The  papers  are  now  in  the  position  in  which 
they  were  on  the  7th  of  October.  We  shall  not 
ourselxes  volunteer  to  recommend  that  papers 
recording  a  difference  of  impression  as  to  facts 
should  be  laid  on  the  table ;  but,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  desires  it,  we  are  prepared  to  recom- 
mend that  they  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  but,  if 
so,  the  J  must  be  produced  as  they  existed  on  tlie 
7th  October. 

MINES  ACT. 
Mr.  GIBBS,  in  moving  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name,  said  it  might  appear,  on  looking  at  the 
Act  to  which  it  referred,  that  the  motion  was  un- 
necessary ;  but  it  would  be  obserred  that  in  the 
first  part  he  asked  that  the  Minister  of  Lands 
should  be  requested  to  hare  inserted  in  any  Bill 
that  might  be  introduced  for  amending  "The 
Idines  Act,  1877,"  clauses  to  the  effect  that  all 
leases  hereafter  granted  for  working  minerals 
(other  than  gold)  should  contain  provisions  for 
insuring  the  efficient  working  of  such  minerals. 
In  the  Appendix  £  to  the  Land  Act  of  1877 
there  was  provision  for  granting  mineral  leases, 
and  there  was  also  a  condition  that  the  Waste 
Lands  Boards  should,  if  they  thought  fit,  make 
provision  for  the  efficient  working  of  these  mine- 
rals. Some  jears  ago,  he  had  a  discussion  with 
his  former  colleague,  the  late  Superintendent  of 
Kelson,  as  to  whether  the  word  "may"  or  the 
word  "shall"  should  be  inserted  in  the  leases 
granted  under  that  Bill.  However,  permission 
was  granted  to  the  Board  to  put  these  words  in  ; 
but  in  the  last  Bill  it  was  stated  they  "shall" 
insert  them  if  they  think  fit.  But  they  did 
not  seem  to  think  fit;  for  in  the  leases  lately 
granted  in  his  district  no  provisions  were  in- 
serted for  insuring  the  working  of  these  minerals ; 
and  his  constituents  had  requested  him  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  the  case  of  a 
block  of  land  upon  the  Collingwood  Gold  Field, 
which  had  been  leased  under  the  mineral  leasing 
provisions,  and  was  now  virtually  locked  up  from 
the  gold-miners,  who  thought  it  a  great  hardship 
that  they  should  be  precluded  from  working  it. 
The  last  part  of  the  motion  went  on  to  say  that 
the  Crown  should  reserve  "  the  right  within  pro- 
claimed gold  fields  to  grant  to  persons,  other  than 
the  lessees,  the  right  to  mine  for  gold."  There 
was  at  present  a  reservation  to  the  Crown,  the 
words  in  the  Act  being,  "  the  right  to  mine  shall 
be  reserved ;"  but  there  was,  again,  a  difficulty  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  that  was  why  he  wished 
to  have  provisions  inserted  in  any  proposed  Bill 
to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  Act.  Although 
the  right  to  mine  for  gold  was  reserved  in  these 
leases,  the  reservation  did  not  seem  to  have  had 
any  effect.  Miners  holding  miners'  rights  could 
work  the  gold  within  the  area  of  these  blocks,  but 
there  was  no  provision  under  which  a  lease  could 
be  granted  for  gold-mining  purposes,  and  that 
was  the  most  essential  part  of  the  matter.    No 
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large  area  could  be  taken  up  for  quartz  workings, 
and  men  could  not  conveniently  work  them  under 
their  miners*  rights  title.  There  was  a  provision 
in  the  Mines  Act  by  which  a  lease  could  be 
granted  for  mining  for  gold,  called  in  that  Act  a 
mining  lease,  in  contradistinction  to  the  mineral 
lease ;  but  that  could  only  be  granted  to  the  holder 
of  the  mineral  lease.  If  the  holder  did  not  take 
it  up  for  a  gold  mine  the  land  could  not  be  leased 
to  any  other  person.  He  begged  to  move  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  Minister  of  Lands  be  requested  to  have  in- 
serted in  any  Bill  that  may  be  introduced  for 
amending  *  The  Mines  Act,  1877,'  clauses  to  the 
effect  that  all  leaoes  hereafter  granted  for  work- 
ing minerals  (other  than  gold)  shall  contain  pro- 
visions for  insuring  the  efficient  working  of  tuoh 
minerals,  and  also  reserTing  to  the  Crown  the 
right  within  proclaimed  gold  fields  to  grant  to 
persons,  other  than  the  lessees,  the  right  to  mine 
for  gold."— (3fr.  Oihhs.) 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  Government  recognised 
the  value  of  the  motion,  and  would  offer  no 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  suggested  that  it  would 
facilitat-e  the  attainment  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's object  if  the  matter  were  referred  to  the 
Gold  Fields  Committee,  who  had  a  Bill  before 
them  in  which  this  question  oould  be  included. 
He  would  move,  as  an  amendment,  that  it  be 
referred  to  tlie  G^ld  Fields  Committee. 

Mr.  GIBBS  accepted  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  pointed  out  that  under  section 
17  of  the  Mines  Act  power  vras  given  to  do 
all  that  the  lionorable  member  for  Collingwood 
wished  to  have  done.  It  was  in  the  power  of  the 
Governor  in  granting  mineral  leases  to  say  that 
the  ground  should  be  open  for  gold-mining,  and 
he  believed  that  had  been  done  in  several  cases. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  BANKING  ACCOUNT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BALLANCE,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of 
seventeen  members,  be  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  question  of  determining  upon 
the  Government  banking  arrangements.  The 
Committee  to  consist  of  Major  Atkinson,  Mr. 
Ballance,  Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr.  Gisborne,  Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Macandrew,  Mr.  McLean,  Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Oliver,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Saunders,  Mr. 
Stevens,  Mr.  Reader  Wood,  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr. 
Bain,  Mr.  Reid,  and  Mr.  Bunny. 

AUCKLAND  MEMBERS. 

INTEBRUPTED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  LUNDON.— I  really  forget,  Sir,  what 
point  I  had  reached  when  I  was  interrupted  bj 
your  having  to  leave  the  chair  yesterday.  I  think 
I  had  finished  referring  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton,  and  was  going  on  to  refer  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr. 
Hurst).  I  am  not  at  all  deceived  in  what  that 
honorable  gentleman  has  done.  Before  the  elec- 
tions came  off  I  had  interviews  with  Mr.  Sheehan 
i  with  regard  to  the  honorable  member's  election. 
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It  was  TTiT  desire  that  he  should  stand  for  the 
district  wnich  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  but 
he  declined  to  do  so.  Then  I  went  to  the  **  lline- 
moa  '*  to  see  luni  with  regard  to  Mr.  Whitaker 
standing  for  the  Waikato.  A  friend  of  mine  had 
been  put  up  at  the  previous  election  to  oppose 
Mr.  McMinn,  and  the  G-overnment  used  all  their 
influence  against  Mr.  Whitaker,  and  I  was  angry 
at  it.  I  made  an  arrangement  that  Mr.  Whitaker 
should  stand,  and  Mr.  Sheehan  promised  not 
to  oppose  him.  I  afterwards  saw  Mr.  Hurst, 
and  he  told  me,  *'  Mr.  Wood  is  going  to  stand 
for  Waitemata  against  J.  S.  Macfarlane,  and  I 
want  to  keep  him  out."  I  thought,  "  When  Hurst 
gets  amongst  those  lords  in  the  lobbies  they  will 
do  what  they  like  with  him."  Therefore  I  am 
not  astonished  at  what  has  occurred  here.  Now, 
I  come  to  myself  and  my  party.  I  came  into  the 
House  the  day  of  the  division  on  the  want-of- 
con^dence  motion.  There  were  eight  gentlemen 
besides  myself  present  who  had  held  seats  in  the 
Provincial  Council.  Seeing  those  gentlemen,  I 
knew,  without  inquiry,  which  side  it  was  right  to 
vote  upon,  and,  like  an  old  cavalry  horse,  I  took 
my  place  in  the  ranks  of  my  own  party,  and  went 
with  them  into  the  lobby.  After  that,  I  had  an 
invitation  to  a  caucus  of  the  party  next  day.  I 
went,  and  I  found  the  most  prominent  man  there 
was  my  friend  Mr.  Hurst.  Having  only  just 
come  into  the  House  I  did  not  know  who  be- 
longed to  our  party  or  who  did  not;  but  there 
were  forty-one  or  forty-two  gentlemen  present. 
Then  Mr.  Gisbome,  I  think,  recommended  that 
the  Government  should  resign,  and  Mr.  Fisher 
also  suggested  that  he  should  resign,  and  that 
there  should  be  a  reconstruction.  I  thought  that 
would  be  a  good  plan ;  and  then  Sir  George  Grey 
told  us  he  was  willing  to  go  out  of  the  Ministry 
for  the  good  of  the  party.  The  feeling  of  the 
party  was,  that  there  should  be  a  resignation  ; 
but  no  definite  conclusion  was  come  to,  and  the 
matter  was  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Then  tlie  party  was  called  together 
again,  and  the  Government  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  they  would  resign.  Then  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  got  up  and  proposed  a 
resolution  that  Mr.  Macandrew  should  be  leader 
of  the  party.  That  resolution  was  unanimously 
carried.  Mr.  Macandrew,  yery  reluctantly  as  I 
think,  accepted  the  position,  as  he  considered  he 
would  be  putting  himself  into  a  position  that  he 
would  not  enjoy.  The  partv,  however,  was  very 
anxious  that  he  should  act,  and  I,  being  new  to 
the  whole  thing,  kept  quiet.  I  only  suggested 
that,  if  the  Government  wanted  to'  remain  on 
those  benches,  they  should  not  leave  them  at  all ; 
for,  if  once  they  left,  they  would  find  it  a  very 
hard  job  to  get  back  again.  I  knew,  also,  that 
my  friend  Mr.  Whitaker  was  coming  down  from 
Auckland.  I  have  known  him  for  thirty-six 
years,  and  I  knew  he  was  a  very  bad  sailor,  and 
that  he  was  not  likely  to  be  coming  down  here 
for  only  a  few  days.  *  I  think  I  was  a  very  fair 
prophet  on  that  occasion.  Then  Mr.  Macandrew 
drew  up  a  resolution  appointing  a  vigilance  com- 
mittee to  watch  over  these  new-comers,  and  see 
that  they  did  not  poach  on  our  preserves,  and 
also  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  party. 
Mr.  Luttdon 


That  consisted  of  seven,  I  think,  and  it  was  after- 
wards increased  to  ten.  Mr.  Moss  was  put  on 
the  committee,  but  he  gave  way  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata.  I  felt,  then,  that  a  load 
was  taken  off"  my  heart,  because  I  did  not  like 
being  on  the  losing  side,  and,  having  known  Mr. 
Wood  for  about  thirty -four  years,  I  was  sus- 
picious of  him.  When  the  meeting  was  over,  I 
came  out  and  met  Mr.  Moss,  and  shook  hands 
with  him,  and  thanked  him  for  what  he  had  done. 
I  said,  '*  Moss,  I  am  glad  you  did  that.  We  are 
safe  now  that  Mr.  Wood  is  on  the  committee, 
for  I  am  sure  he  is  working  for  some  object."  I 
then  took  no  further  trouble  about  that  committee, 
for  I  thought  we  were  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen 
who  would  not  sell  their  party  or  bring  us  into 
the  disgraceful  position  in  which  we  now  are.  I 
did  not  make  many  inquiries  as  to  what  the  com- 
mittee was  doing,  because  my  understanding  was 
that  it  was  to  be  a  secret  vigilance  committee, 
and  that  they  would  keep  their  business  to  them- 
selves, and  that  the  Government  would  be  out  in 
two  or  three  days.  Tlien  Mr.  Hurst  came  to  me 
and  said,  "  Lundon,  Macandrew  will  be  in  the 
new  Cabinet,  and  Sheehan.  That  will  be  two, 
and  I  suppose  we  shall  have  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Canterbury,  Mr.  Montgomery."  And 
then  he  said,  "  We  won't  have  Wood.  He  is  no 
good.  Nobody  in  Auckland  cares  about  Wood. 
And  as  for  Moss,  I  do  not  think  the  people 
would  like  him  there.  He  is  not  liked  in  the 
House.  Those  Otago  men  and  Canterbury  men 
would  not  have  it."  I  said,  "Let  us  take  the 
division  first,  and  then  we  shall  see  afterwards 
who  are  to  be  the  Cabinet-makers."  There  was 
no  Cabinet-maker  up  to  that  time,  except  Mr. 
Hurst  himself,  and  he  was  Cabinet-making  all 
round.  Mr.  Wood  worked  with  that  committee 
up  to  Friday,  and  on  that  morning  I  heard  he 
went  to  the  committee  and  told  them  he  had  given 
in  his  allegiance  to  the  Government  and  could 
not  act  with  them  any  further.  The  Auckland 
party  was  then  called  together,  and  he  made  a 
statement,  a  portion  of  which  I  gave  the  House 
yesterday.  Of  course  you  all  heard  the  state- 
ment which  he  made  here.  I  did  expect  he 
would  feel  a  little  ashamed  of  his  action  towards 
the  Auckland  party,  and  I  must  say  that  I  felt 
ashamed  of  the  exhibition  he  made  of  himself  on 
Friday  last.  Considering  the  position  he  has 
occupied  in  this  House,  and  which  he  has  held 
for  many  years  in  the  country,  I  thought  he  would 
have  taken  up  a  better  position  than  he  did  on 
that  occasion.  But  it  was  not  the  first  time.  I 
may  say  that  we  had  in  the  Provincial  Council  of 
Auckland  as  responsible  government  as  there  is 
here.  That  honorable  gentleman  oflfered  his  ser- 
vices to  Sir  George  Grey,  who  was  then  Superin- 
tendent ;  but  from  the  moment  he  got  into  the 
Council  a  wet  blanket  was  thrown  over  the  party. 
A  vote  was  carried  against  the  Government  in 
favour  of  the  abolition  of  the  provinces,  but  Mr. 
Sheehan  came  in  and  got  the  vote  rescinded.  I 
forgot  to  say  that,  after  the  Tote  was  carried 
against  the  late  Government,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Xewton  (Mr.  Swanson)  said,  "As  Mr. 
Pyke  has  come  over  to  us,  and  we  have  a  majority 
of  one,  the  GoTemment  ought  not  to  leave  the 
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benches.  We  can  reverse  the  Tote.  Why  not 
rescind  it  ?  "  But  that  resolution  was  not  put. 
Mr.  Wood  and  himself  took  another  course,  and 
that  put  a  wet  blanket  upon  it.  Mj  view  at  the 
time  was,  that  we  should  rescind  the  vote  while 
the  late  Government  was  in  power.  When  Mr. 
Wood  stated  here  what  had  happened  in  the 
caucus,  he  called  upon  me  lo  witness  some  state- 
ment he  was  making.  I  could  not  say  **  Yes  "  to 
that  statement,  and  I  could  not  say  "No."  A 
Native  was  sitting  alongside  mo  at  the  time,  and  I 
was  telling  him  wliat  was  happening  in  the  caucus, 
and  probably  I  missed  that  assertion.  If  I  could 
bear  out  the  honorable  gentleman's  statement 
I  should  do  so  very  gladly,  but,  with  regard  to 
other  statements,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he  did 
not  tell  the  whole  truth.  With  regard  to  what 
fell  from  the  honorable  member  for  Farnell  as  to 
Auckland  being  down  in  the  dirt  in  former  times, 
I  must  say  I  never  knew  that  before.  The  only 
dirt  upon  Auckland  is  that  which  has  come  upon 
it  through  these  four  deserters.  That  is  the  only 
dirt  I  ever  knew  of  connected  with  the  people  of 
Auckland  in  politics,  or  in  any  other  way.  The 
honorable  member  for  G-eraldine  said  that  Auck- 
land always  had  good  men  in  the  House,  and 
that  the  Auckland  members  always  held  their 
own.  I  believe  that  most  of  the  members  who 
come  from  Auckland  this  time  can  hold  their  own 
in  the  House.  I  believe  that  the  present  member 
for  Waikato  is  just  as  good  as  Mr.  McMinn.  I 
believe  that  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  West,  bad  and  all  as  he  is,  is  as  good  as  the 

fentleman  who  preceded  him.  I  believe  that 
lajor  Harris  is  as  good  as  Mr.  Hobbs ;  and  I 
think  I  am  quite  as  good  as  the  member  who 
preceded  me.  Consequently  I  do  not  think  the 
change  in  this  House  is  against  Auckland.  Then 
with  regard  to  the  question  itself,  I  think  those 
four  gentlemen  have  brought  great  disgrace  upon 
our  province.  I  have  great  fault  to  find  with 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  Government  benches 
with  regard  to  the  Native  question.  I  heard  tlie 
Statement  of  the  Native  Minister,  and  I  believe 
that,  if  he  acts  according  to  that  Statement,  he 
will  have  few  friendly  Natives  in  this  Island,  and 
that  there  is  a  bad  future  before  the  Natives  and 
this  colony. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW.— If  there  really  is  no- 
thing  in  the  paper  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton  that  might  not 
be  proclaimed  on  the  house-top,  I  think  it  is  a 
great  pity  that  we  should  have  all  this  discussion, 
which  must  be  regarded  as  a  waste  of  time.  I 
would  even  now  express  a  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  allow  this  paper  to  be  laid  on  the  table ; 
otherwise  an  uneasy  impression  will  force  itself 
on  my  mind.  I  confess  that,  as  a  southern  mem- 
ber, I  do.  not  feel  at  all  easy  over  this  question, 
especially  after  what  fell  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Eden  last  night,  who  related  a  part 
of  a  speech  made  at  Auckland  during  the  last 
elections  by  a  gentleman  who  is  now  one  of  the 
most  influential  members  of  the  Cabinet,  and  who 
then  told  the  people  of  Auckland  that  the  colony 
was  indebted  to  them  upwards  of  one  million  of 
money,  and  that,  if  it  were  not  paid,  he  would  take 
good  care  to  know  the  reason  why.   Somehow  or 


other,  I  cannot  help  tracing  a  connection  between 
that  statement  and  the  action  of  certain  members 
of  this  House  from  the  Auckland  District.  I  am 
not  going  to  characterize  that  action  in  any  terms 
whatever ;  but  I  repeat  that  the  Government  will 
do  well  to  lay  the  paper  on  the  table.  If  the 
colony  is  indebted  to  Auckland  for  a  million  of 
money,  no  doubt  it  would  be  no  diflBcult  matter 
to  show  that  the  colony  is  indebted  to  other  dis- 
tricts to  a  nmch  larger  extent.  I  am  prepared 
to  prove  that  two  millions  of  money  have  been 
absolutely  abstracted  from  the  Province  of  Otago, 
and  that  we  have  not  received  one  penny  of 
of  it  back  in  any  »hape  or  form.  That  has  been 
done  chiefly  through  the  Customs  revenue  of  the 
colony.  Therefore  I  think  that,  if  we  go  into  this 
kind  of  settlement  of  accounts,  more  than  five 
millions  will  be  required  to  meet  the  claims  of 
other  districts.  I  hope  that  my  fears  are  ground- 
less, and  that  this  mysterious  paper  will  be  placed 
on  the  table,  so  that  we  may  kuow  the  ins  and 
outs  of  it  at  once. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.— I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
the  speediest  way  of  getting  this  paper  is  to  hold 
our  tongues.  It  is  a  case  of  "  The  more  you  ring 
the  more  I  won't  come."  I  have  heard  it  said  that 
the  moment  the  House  records  its  vote  and  goes  on 
with  the  business  this  paper  will  be  voluntarily 
brought  forward.  My  firm  impression  is,  that 
that  will  be  done  ;  and  'I  cannot  allow  myself  to 
take  part  in  this  House  in  forcing  the  produc- 
tion of  it.  The  honorable  member  for  Newton 
said  that  no  power  on  earth  would  cause  him  to 
produce  this  paper;  and  I  believe  his  word. 
What  is  the  use  of  the  House  wasting  time  in 
trying  to  get  hold  of  it,  when  the  honorable 
member  says  he  will  not  produce  it  ?  The  best 
way,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  say  no  more  about 
it,  and  to  go  on  with  the  business.  Persons  in 
the  confidence  of  the  honorable  member  say  that 
the  paper  will  then  be  produced. 

Mr.  TDRNBULL.— I  differ  very  much  from 
the  last  speaker.  I  think  it  is  a  very  unfortunate 
position  to  take  up,  to  say  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Newton  can  set  the  House  at  defi- 
ance. If  I  were  the  leader  of  the  House,  I  should 
not  allow  the  House  to  be  set  at  defiance  in  this 
way.  To  my  mind,  the  question  has  become  one 
of  very  great  importance  indeed.  A  great  deal 
more  may  bo  suspected  than  is  contained  in  the 
correspondence.  If  there  is  nothing  more  in  it 
than  was  stated  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waitemata,  I  say  the  Government  need  not  be 
ashamed  of  what  they  have  done ;  no  blame 
whatever  can  bo  attached  to  them.  But  I  feel  it 
has  a  prejudicial  effect  for  an  hotiorable  member 
to  say  that  he  has  a  paper  like  this  in  his  pocket, 
and  that  he  will  not  produce  it.  The  motion 
proposes  that  the  Committee  shall  have  power  to 
examine  on  oath.  I  do  not  know  whether  tho 
honorable  member  for  Newton  cares  for  oaths  j 
but  I  believe  he  will  state  the  truth,  whether  on 
oath  or  not.  As  far  as  the  paper  is  concerned,  I 
believe  that  literally  it  does  lie  on  the  table.  I 
um  sorry  that  the  paper  should  be  acknowledged 
to  exist,  and  is  not  produced,  which  will  do  a  great 
deal  more  injury  than  if  it  were  made  public.  If 
it  is  just,  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  objection 
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to  laj  it  on  the  table.  If  it  is  unjust,  of  course  I 
can  very  well  understand  the  objection.  But  I 
believe  what  was  stated  bj  the  honorable  member 
for  Waiteroata,  and  that  there  is  no  more  in  it. 
Therefore  I  see  no  objection  to  end  the  whole 
matter  by  laying  the  memorandum  on  the  table. 
I  will  support  the  motion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin  if  it  goes  to  a  division. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  of  the  original 
motion,  proposed  to  be  omitted,  stand  part  of  the 
question  ;  **  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


Mr.  Andrews, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbfl, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  l)e  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  G-corge, 
Sir  Gt.  Grey, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 

For. 
Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Bo  wen, 
Mr.  Driver, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Kichmond, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 


38 
25 

13 


Ates. 


Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Kichardson, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  McLean. 


Noes. 


Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mh  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Dr.  Wallis. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Turnbull. 


Pairs. 

Ayainst, 

'  Mr.  Reeves, 

I  Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Gisbome. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  original  motion  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Tumbvll 


D.  HUTCHISON. 
On   the  motion   of  Major  HARRIS,  it  was 
ordered.  That  the  report  on  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Hutohison  be  referred  back  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  for  further  consideration. 

D.  CLIMIE  AND  J.  GWYNNETH. 

INTBBBXrPTED  DEBATE. 

The  interrupted  debate  was  resumed  on  the 
question.  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
to  consider  and  report  upon  the  petitions  of 
Daniel  Climie,  C.E.,  and  John  Gwynneth,  C.E., 
both  of  Wellington.  Such  Committee  to  consist 
of  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Hurst,  Mr.  Oliver,  Mr.  Turnbull,  Mr.  Bryoe, 
Colonel  Trimble,  Mr.  Levin,  Mr.  Ballance,  and 
the  mover;  with  power  to  call  for  persons  and 
papers ;  three  to  be  a  quonun ;  and  to  report 
in  fourteen  days. 

Mr.  KELLY  would  object  to  the  appointment 
of  this  Committee  on  the  principle  that,  once  a 
petition  was  referred  by  the  House  to  a  Sessional 
Committee,  it  was  always  dealt  with  by  that 
Committee,  and  not  referred  to  a  special  Com- 
mittee. The  reason  of  that  was  this :  that,  if 
unusual  motions  of  this  kind  were  allowed,  and 
a  different  practice  followed,  there  would  be  no 
end  (o  the  formation  of  these  Committees.  His 
principal  reason  for  objecting  to  this  motion  was, 
that  the  decision  which  governed  this  question 
ought  to  govern  all  future  motions  of  a  similar 
character.  He  intended  to  oppose  the  formation 
of  this  Committee,  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  also  oppose  it,  and  to  us  prevent  a  pre- 
cedent being  set  up  for  bringing  forward  such 
motions  in  future. 

Mr.  HALL  entirely  concurred  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down.  Unless 
under  very  peculiar  and  exceptional  circum- 
stances, of  which  the  House  at  the  time  must 
be  the  judge,  a  petition  which  in  the  ordinary 
course  had  gone  to  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee should  not  be  taken  from  the  cognizance 
of  that  Committee.  In  this  case,  so  far  as  be 
could  gather,  no  sufficient  reason  whatever  had 
been  shown  for  the  appointment  of  the  proposed 
special  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the  Peti- 
tions Committee  did  not  say  that  that  Commit- 
tee could  not  deal  with  the  petition  and  ought  not 
to  deal  with  it.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  to  be 
inferred  from  his  remarks  that  it  was  a  subject 
the  consideration  of  which  would  fairly  come 
within  the  functions  of  the  Petitions  Committee. 
He  (Mr.  Hall)  trusted,  therefore,  the  House  would 
uphold  its  own  order,  that  petitions  of  this  kind 
should  be  referred  to  the  Public  Petitions  Commit- 
tee. If  such  a  precedent  were  allowed,  in  any  case 
in  which  any  honorable  member  took  a  special  in- 
terest there  would  be  an  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
appointment  of  a  special  Comuiittee.  He  t  rust  ed 
the  House  would  uphold  the  practice  established 
of  having  petitions  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Coniniittee. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  the  honorable  member  for 
New  Plymouth  had  stated  that  this  was  unusual 
—it  had  never  been  done  before.  The  honorable 
member  for  Selwyn  said  the  House  was  about  to 
establish  a  precedent.    He  (Mr.  Murray)  wooU 
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point  out  that  this  was  not  the  first  time  this 
had  been  done,  when  it  had  been  found  that 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  was  unable  to 
derote  sufficient  time  to  fuUj  inquire  into  certain 
matters,  special  Committees  had  been  appointed 
for  the  purpose.  He  would  point  out  the  case 
of  Joshua  GK>odfellow.  That  case  was  seyeral 
times  before  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  but 
a  decision  could  not  be  arrived  at.  Ultimately  it 
was  referred  to  a  special  Committee,  and  a  deci- 
sion was  come  to.  This  was  not  merely  a  personal 
question  as  far  as  Mr.  Climie  was  concerned — it 
referred  to  the  construction  of  a  xery  impor- 
tant section  of  a  yerj  important  railway,  and 
it  was  of  importance  for  a  special  Committee 
to  consider  whether  that  railway  should  be  con- 
structed on  such  gradients  and  plans  as  would 
make  it  remuneratire,  or  upon  other  plans  and 
gradients  that  would  prexent  it  being  a  payable 
work.  There  was  no  question  of  precedent  in- 
TolTcd.  The  Public  Petitions  Committee  had  quite 
as  much  work  before  it  as  it  could  do  faithfully 
and  well,  without  encumbering  it  with  this  very 
important  question,  which  would  take  at  least  a 
week's  time  to  consider.  He  trusted  that,  in  jus- 
tice to  other  petitioners,  the  time  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  would  not  be  so  occupied, 
and  that  this  special  Committee  would  be  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  that  probably  the  better 
course  would  be  to  adjourn  the  debate  until  to- 
morrow, when  the  honorable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Hutchison)  would  be  in  his  place. 
With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth,  he  confessed  he  was 
surprised  at  such  a  broad  proposition  being  laid 
down  as  that  a  petition  presented  to  the  House 
should  not  be  referred  to  a  special  Committee 
because  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee.  Now,  that  Committee  was 
appointed  to  deal  with  petitions  of  a  general 
character,  not  demanding  any  special  or  peculiar 
knowledge ;  but  this  petition  was  one  demanding 
some  special  consideration.  He  apprehended 
that,  in  order  to  do  justice  to  this  petition,  the 
special  Committee  would  require  toderote  several 
days  to  its  consideration.  If  it  were  relegated  to 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  the  result  would 
be  either  to  hurry  unnecessarily  the  consideration 
of  this  petition,  or  to  delay  other  business  for  a 
long  time.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  Premier 
that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  reference  of  petitions 
to  special  Committees  should  be  obviated  as  much 
as  possible  ;  but,  in  the  case  of  any  petition  which 
involved  consideration  of  a  peculiar  or  technical 
nature,  he  apprehended  that  the  House  would  at 
once  assent  to  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. As  to  the  members  of  these  Select  Com- 
mittees, it  was  of  course  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  remove  any  objectionable  names.  He 
confessed  he  did  not  understand  what  special  in- 
terest the  honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
had  in  resisting  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. Whatever  the  result  of  the  division  on 
this  particular  question  might  be,  he  submitted 
that  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous  thing  to  lay 
down  the  precedent  sought  to  be  established  by 
the  honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth.    He 


thought  the  debate  had  better  be  adjourned  until 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  was 
in  his  place. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  said  it  would  be  a  very  un- 
wise precedent  to  take  advice  from  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth.  He  could  not  forget 
that  that  honorable  member  placed  a  motion  on 
the  Paper  to  the  effect  that  the  quorum  of 
his  Committee  should  be  reduced  to  three.  If 
the  decision  of  a  Committee  with  its  quorum  so 
reduced  was  to  be  taken  as  final,  it  was  narrow- 
ing things  down  in  a  way  that  the  House  never 
intended.  He  would  vote  for  the  appointment 
of  this  special  Committee.  He  would  rather 
vote  that  all  members  not  then  on  any  public 
Committee  should  be  appointed  a  Committee  to 
investigate  this  case.  He  had  taken  some  trouble 
to  examine  the  list  of  members  on  public  Com- 
mittees, and  he  would  read  the  names  of  honor- 
able members  who  were  not  on  any  Public  Com- 
mittee. First  of  all  there  was  Mr.  Brandon. 
Then,  again,  there  was  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti  (Mr.  McLean);  then  came  the  name 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot  (Mr.  Saun- 
ders) ;  then  the  names  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  Beetham),  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart),  the 
honorable  member  for  Gladstone  (Mr.  Stud- 
holme),  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Mr. 
Sutton),  and  the  honorable  member  for  Waikat6 
(Mr.  Whyte).  If  there  was  anything  which  the 
House  could  relegate  to  those  honorable  gentle- 
men it  would  be  doing  a  good  turn  to  relegate 
it,  and  he  thought  they  might  very  well  be 
appointed  a  Committee  to  investigate  this  case. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER  thought  ^he  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  had 
moved  the  further  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
Tlie  honorable  member  in  charge  of  this  motion 
stated  that  he  had  to  go  away  at  four  o'clock  to 
a  very  important  Finance  Committee,  and  wished 
to  have  this  matter  postponed.  He  (Mr.  Fisher) 
begged  to  move.  That  the  debate  be  further  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow. 

Debate  adjourned. 

EAST  AND  WEST  COAST  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing his  name,  said  he  would  not  occupy  the  time  of 
the  House  in  saying  anything  in  support  of  this 
motion.  It  would  be  enough  for  the  House  to 
know  that  this  petition  had  been  signed  by  be- 
tween four  hundred  and  five  hundred  settlers 
interested  in  the  districts  referred  to,  and  con- 
tained information  which  would  be  useful  to  the 
House  in  deciding  the  very  important  question 
involved  therein. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'That 
the  petition  of  the  settlers  and  others  interested 
in  Waiau,  Hurunui,  and  Awatere  Districts,  in 
favour  of  the  Hanwell  Plains  route  for  the  rail- 
way line  between  the  east  and  west  coasts  of  the 
Middle  Island,  be  printed." — {Mr,  Saunders.) 

Mr.  TURNBULL  objected  to  the  printing  of 
these  petitions.  If  they  once  began  the  practice 
of  printing  these  petitions  the  House  would  be 
deluged  with  them.  The  House  must  look  to 
the  cost.     All  these  little  things  told  up  very 
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much  indeed.  He  saw  nothing  to  be  gained  bj 
printing  the  petition.  It  was  alwajs  accessible, 
he  imagined,  to  anybody  who  wished  to  see  it.  If 
they  agreed  to  jpriDt  these  petitions  the  Q-OTern- 
menb  Printing  Office  would  be  kept  entirely  going 
by  them,  and  nothing  else.  No  reason  whatever 
had  been  shown  why  this  special  petition  should 
be  printed.  It  was  a  very  bad  system  to  com- 
mence. 

Mr.  SHRIMSXI  would  also  object  to  the 
spending  of  money  in  the  printing  of  petitions 
merely  to  enable  certain  people  to  hare  their 
names  recorded  in  the  Blue  Books. 

Mr.  MURRAY  apprehended  that  the  names 
of  the  petitioners  were  not  to  be  printed,  but  the 
petition  itself.     He  would  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  support  the  motiou. 
Printing  the  petitions  was  the  only  means  af- 
forded to  the  House  of  acquiring  some  very 
valuable  information. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  motion  be  agreed  to ; " 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         36 

Noes         26 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beethani, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  G-ibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 

Mr.  All  Wright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballnnce, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hurst  house, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McDonald, 


9 


Ates. 


I  Mr.  Ormond, 
I  Mr.  Reid, 
,  Mr.  Richardson, 
I  Mr.  Rolleston, 
;  Mr.  Seymour, 
I  Mr.  Shephard, 
^  Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
I  Mr.  Tuinui, 
I  Mr.  Tawhai, 
I  Mr.  Tomoana, 
I  Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wright. 

TelUrs. 
Mr.  Saunders, 
I  Mr.  Seddon. 
Nobs. 

Mr.  Moi  Igomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tumbull, 
Dr.  WaUis. 

TelUrs. 
Mr.  G-eorge, 
Mr.  Sbrimski. 


NORTHERN  MAORI  DISTRICT. 
The  interrupted  debate  was  resumed  on  the 
question,  That  the  attention  of  the   House  be 
drawn,  as  a  question  of  privilege,  to  the  allega- 
Mr,  Turnbull 


tion  contained  in  the  petition  of  Hirini  Rawiri 
Taiwhanga,  respecting  an  infringement  of  "  The 
Disqualification  Act,  1878,"  and  theu  to  more 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to  report 
on  the  same.  Such  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr. 
Brandon,  Mr.  De  Lautour,  Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr.  His- 
lop, Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Rolleston, 
and  the  mover ;  five  to  form  a  quorum. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  that  when  the  debate 
was  interrupted  he  was  proceeding  to  show  that 
the  Maori  race  had  a  special  disability  impoeed 
on  it  in  consequence  of  the  passing  of  the  Dis- 
qualification Act  last  year,  and  he  was  induced 
to  point  that  out  in  consequence  of  tlie  remarks 
of  the  l^remier  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti.  Those  remarks  required  some  re- 
ply, their  purport  being  to  the  effect  that  this 
should  be  treated  as  an  ordinary  case,  and  that 
if  the  House  considered  the  sitting  member  db- 
qualified  there  was  no  reason  why  an  Act  of  In- 
demnity should  be  passed  by  the  House.  Now, 
he  wished  to  point  out  that  there  were  special 
circumstances  in  the  case  of  this  Native.  Under 
the  Disqualification  Act  which  existed  for  some 
years  before  the  Disqualification  Act  of  last 
year  was  passed,  the  Native  members  of  the 
House  had  a  special  privilege,  which  was,  that 
they  were  not  disqualified  by«  holding  office  under 
the  General  Government;  and  any  Act  taking 
away  that  privilege  was  an  Act  specially  affecting 
the  Native  race,  and  should  therefore,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  House,  have  been  translated 
into  Maori.  He  did  not  say  that  the  Act  was 
in  consequence  illegal,  or  that  in  strict  law  it 
was  not  the  business  of  the  Natives  to  know  the 
purport  of  that  Act.  That  was  an  Act  specially 
affecting  them,  and  there  were  special  circum- 
stances in  the  case  which  would  lead  to  their  not 
knowing  what  the  effect  of  the  Act  was.  There 
waf  nothing  in  the  Act  of  1878  which  specially 
called  ilii-  attention  of  the  Natives  to  it,  and 
yet  it  took  away  from  them  a  privilege  which 
they  had  enjoyed  for  some  time  previously ; 
and  it  did  not  take  it  away  at  once,  because  it 
said  the  provision  should  come  into  force  from 
and  after  the  termination  of  the  then  existing 
Parliament.  But  he  did  not  rest  the  claim  of  the 
Natives  on  special  grounds.  He  said,  "Treat 
them  OS  you  would  treat  Europeans  under 
similar  circumstances."  Now,  what  had  been  the 
case  with  regard  to  European  members  of  the 
House?  In  the  year  1876  two  sets  of  these 
cases  occurred.  There  were  two  members  dis- 
qualified in  consequence  of  being  in  receipt  of  fees 
at  the  time  they  were  elected.  One  of  those 
cases  was  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier— the 
case  of  Mr.  Harper.  That  perhaps  was  not  an 
analogous  case  to  the  present,  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  counsel  to  the  Government  with 
regard  to  the  regulation  of  friendly  80cictie«. 
But  there  was  the  cose  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitaki,  which  was  quite  analogous.  That 
honorable  gentleman  was  Crown  Prosecutor  at 
Oamaru,  and  was  receiving  fees.  He  was  pro- 
bably receiving  fees  annually  to  a  larger  amount 
than  was  received  in  the  shape  of  salary  by  this 
Native  Assessor.  What  was  done  in  that  case  ? 
Immediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  set- 
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sion  of  1876,  an  Act  was  passed  which  proTided 
that  in  the  case  of  per9ons  receiving  fees  they 
should  not  he  disqualified  if  tliey  resigned  before 
they  were  elected ;  and  that  Act  was  made  retro- 
spective.    It  provided, — 

"  The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  extend  and 
apply  to  any  election  of  a  member  of  the  present 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  to  any  person  as 
in  this  Act  mentioned  who  may  liave  been  elected 
to  be  a  member  of  the  said  House  while  holding 
any  such  office,  commission,  or  employment  as 
aforesaid  ;  but  this  provision  shall  only  be  opera- 
tive in  cases  where  the  person  so  elected  shall 
hare  resigned  duch  office  and  ceased  to  be  engaged 
in  such  commission  or  employment  before  taking 
his  seat  as  such  member." 

The  effisct  of  that  Act  with  regard  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitaki  was  to  indemnify  him 
and  validate  his  election  on  condition  that  he  re- 
signed his  office.  That  wus  an  analogous  case, 
because  there  was  no  question,  as  implied  by 
the  Hon.  the  Premier,  that  Natives  were  to 
have  seats  in  the  House  and  still  hold  office 
as  Assessors.  The  honorable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  had  resigned  his  office, 
and  it  was  not  intended  that  any  Indemnity 
Bill  should  allow  the  Natives  to  sit  while  hold- 
ing paid  offices.  Under  the  circumstances,  and 
according  to  the  precedent  which  he  had  cited, 
it  would  not  bo  fair  or  equitable  to  apply  the 
strict  rules  of  disqualification  to  the  case  of  the 
honorable  member.  But  there  were  still  stronger 
cases,  and  the  circumstances  of  them  being  still 
within  the  recollection  of  the  Premier  ought  to 
have  prevented  that  honorable  gentleman  saying 
what  he  did.  In  1876  not  only  was  one  honor- 
able member  disqualified  because  he  held  a  trivial 
office,  but  the  whole  Executive  Council  was  dis- 
qualified for  infringing  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
and  amongst  the  members  of  that  Executive  was 
the  present  Premier. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  did  not  receive  a  salary. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  did  not  care  whether  that 
was  so  or  not.  The  question  that  arose  was 
this  :  They  appointed  a  greater  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  than  was  allowed  by  the 
Civil  List  Act  and  the  Disqualification  Act,  and, 
although  the  present  Premier  did  not  receive  a 
salary,  he  was  entitled  to  the  allowance  apper- 
taining to  the  position  of  a  Minister,  such  as 
travelling  allowance.  This  brought  the  Pre- 
mier under  the  provisions  of  the  Disqualification 
Act.  It  was  not  known  at  the  time  what  par- 
ticular member  of  the  Executive  was  disqualified 
— in  fact,  they  were  all  disqualified.  All  the 
members  of  that  Executive  who  were  holding 
seats  in  the  House  of  Representatives  were  hold- 
ing them  illegally,  and  the  present  Premier  was 
holding  his  seat  in  the  Legislative  Council  ille- 
gally. "The  Executive  Councillors  Indemnity 
Act,  1876,"  showed  that  such  was  the  case,  for 
it  said  that  the  Committees  appointed  by  the 
Legislative  Council  and  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  inquire  into  the  matter  reported  "that 
they  were  of  opinion  that  the  provisions  of  *  The 
Disqualification  Act,  1870,'  had  been  infringed  by 
members  of  the  present  Ministry."  And  then 
the  Attorney-General  —  the  gentleman  specially 


appointed  to  give  the  Government  advice  on  all 
legal  questions  —  the  member  who,  above  all 
members,  should  have  known  what  the  law  was 
— had  doubly  disqualified  himself.  And  that 
gentleman  was  the  present  Attorney-General. 
That  honorable  gentleman  may  have  been  the 
superfluous  member  of  the  Executive ;  and,  ignor- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  Attorney-General's  Act, 
which  said  that  an  Attorney-General  should  be 
appointed  who  should  not  be  a  member  of  the 
Assembly,  he  advised  the  Governor  to  appoint  him 
outside  the  provisions  of  that  Act.  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  reported 
with  regard  to  that  honorable  gentleman, — 

" — that  they  had  considered  whether  any  of 
the  provisions  of  'The  Attorney-General's  Act, 
1866,'  had  been  infringed  by  the  present  Ministry, 
and  that  there  seemed  to  be  considerable  doubt 
whether  the  said  Act  does  not  limit  the  Governor 
to  the  selection  of  some  person  not  a  member  of 
the  Assembly  as  Attorney- General,  and  that  if 
there  be  such  limitation,  then  that  there  has 
been  a  clear  infringement  of  the  -provisions  of 
the  said  Act." 

To  indemnify  the  members  of  that  Executive 
Council,  the  Indemnity  Act  provided, — 

"Each  and  every  of  them  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  indemnified,  freed,  and  discharged  from 
and  against  all  penalties,  forfeitures,  incapacities, 
and  disabilities  whatsoever  (if  any)  incurred  or  to 
be  incurred  by  them  or  any  or  either  of  them,  for 
or  by  reason  of  their  several  appointments  as 
aforesaid  or  any  of  them,  or  for  or  by  reason  of 
any  infringement  of  *The  Disqualification  Act, 
1870,'  'The  Civil  List  Act  1863  Amendment 
Act,  1878,'  and  *The  Attorney-General's  Act, 
1866,'  or  any  or  either  of  the  said  Acts,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  said  appointments  or  any  or  either  of 
them,  or  for  or  by  reason  of  any  of  the  matters 
aforesaid." 

The  efieet  of  those  words  was  to  replace  those 
honorable  gentlemen  in  the  seats  which  they 
were  holding  illegally  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature.  And  who  were  these  gentlemen 
who  were  thus  indemnified  ?  They  were  Major 
Atkinson,  Dr.  Pollen,  Mr.  P.  Whitaker,  Sir 
Donald  McLean,  Mr.  John  Hall,  Mr.  J.  D. 
Ormond,  Mr.  E.  Richardson,  Mr.  C.  C.  Bo  wen, 
and  Mr.  G.  McLean.  Here  waa  a  precedent 
which  conclusively  proved  his  case,  and,  if  by 
accident  there  had  been  an  infringement  of  the 
Disqualification  Act  by  this  Native,  the  course 
the  House  ought  to  pursue  was  clear.  It  should 
pass  an  Indemnity  Act,  and  make  the  honorable 
gentleman's  seat  secure.  It  grieved  him  to  hear 
the  Premier,  to  whom  so  much  had  been  for- 
given, claim  in  advance  the  exaction  of  the  utmost 
farthing  from  this  unfortunate  Native.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  was  much  gratified  to  hear  the 
generous  sentiment  expressed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Geraldine,  when  ho  said  that  if  any 
equitable  ca«e  was  made  out  for  the  Native  he 
would  certainly  support  a  Bill  of  Indemnity.  He 
(Mr.  Gisbome)  hoped  that  would  be  the  feeling 
which  would  actuate  the  majority  of  the  House, 
and  that  the  House  would  not  hold  out  as  its 

Practice  that  it  thought  right  to  apply  Acts  of 
ndemnity  to  Europeans  when  they  technically 
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infringed  the  Disqualification  Act,  and  to  with- 
hold them  from  Natires  when  they  did  the  same. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  said  he  was  authorized  by 
the  moTor  of  the  motion  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  following  effect: — "To  leave  out  all  the 
words  after  *  the  same/  with  a  view  to  inserting 
the  following  words :  *  Such  Committee  to  consist 
of  seven  members,  to  be  selected  by  the  Selec- 
tions Committee,  who  shall  appoint  a  Chairman 
and  fix  the  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Three  to  be  a  quorum;  and  to  report 
in  a  week.* " 

Major  ATKINSON  moved  the  adjoummeut  of 
the  debate,  as  notice  had  been  given  by  an  honor- 
able member  of  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the  question, 
and  it  would  be  better  to  take  the  general  discus- 
sion on  that  BilL 

Debate  adjourned. 

TAXATION. 

The  following  motion  was  called  on  :  —  Mr. 
Whitailbb  to  move,  "That,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  the  time  has  arrived  when  a  substan- 
tial change  shall  be  made  in  the  incidence  of 
taxation  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  and 
that  measures  be  introduced  during  the  present 
session  to  effect  this." 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
this  motion.  In  doing  so  I  may  say  that  the 
only  reason  for  my  placing  it  on  the  Order 
Paper  was  that,  amongst  all  the  great  liberal 
measures  promised  in  the  Governor's  Speech 
which  was  brought  down  by  the  late  G-ovem- 
ment,  I  saw  no  reference  made  to  this  most  im- 
portajit  subject — no  promise  given  by  the  then 
Government  that  they  would  do  anything  in  the 
way  of  changing  the  incidence  of  taxation.  Since 
then,  however,  a  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
state  of  affairs,  and  I  feel  confident  that  the 
gentlemen  who  are  now  on  those  benches  will 
really  carry  out  liberal  measures,  and  see  that 
justice  is  done  to  the  great  masses  of  the  people ; 
and  therefore  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  move 
the  motion. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.  — Sir,  I  submit  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  no  right  to  make  a 
speech  and  attack  honorable  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House  in  the  way  he  has  done,  and 
then  say  he  does  not  intend  to  proceed  with  his 
motion. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— Why  did  the  honorable 
member  not  call  me  to  order  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber intimated  that  he  did  not  intend  to  proceed 
with  his  motion. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  did  not  call  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  order,  because  he  said  he  would 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  THOMSON.  — I  submit.  Sir,  that  you 
should  not  have  allowed  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  proceed  to  cast  reflections  upon  honorable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House,  when  you 
knew  he  was  not  going  to  move  the  motion.  I 
think  it  was  your  duty  to  prevent  him  proceeding 
to  make  the  remarks  he  did  make.  I  submit  that 
point  for  your  consideration,  Sir. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  admit  it  would  have  been 
better  for  the  honorable  gentleman  not  to  make 
Mr,  Oisbome 


any  remarks  when  he  intimated  his  intention  not 
to  move  the  motion;  but  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  indulgence  given  to  young  members. 

KAWAU. 

The  following  motion  was  called  on: — Mr. 
McLean  to  move,  "That,  on  account  of  the 
hardening  effect  the  exemption  from  all  taxa- 
tion has  had  on  the  human  mind,  the  Island 
of  Kawau  be  included  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  County  of  Rodney." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As  the  honorable  memb^ 
for  Waikouaiti  is  not  present,  this  motion  lapses. 

Sir  G.  GREY —Sir,  I  hope  this  motion  will 
not  be  allowed  to  lapse. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti  not  being  in  his  place,  the  motion 
cannot  be  discussed. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Some  protection  should  be 
thrown  by  the  Chair  around  us.  We  have  seen 
one  honorable  member  allowed  to  throw  grievous 
imputations  upon  us 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  not  called  on  the 
motion.  The  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti 
not  being  in  his  place,  the  motion  lapses. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  I  object  to  our  not  being  protected 
in  some  way  in  this  House.  I  say  it  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  excuse  a  speech  such  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  made  by  saying  that  great  freedom 
must  be  permitted  to,  or  some  allowance  made 
for,  young  members.    I  say  that  it  is  not  fair 

Mr.  HALL. — I  rise  to  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  in  order  in  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HALL. — But  I  question  whether  he  is  in 
order  in  the  remarks  he  has  made  reflecting  on 
the  conduct  of  yourself.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  not  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Speaker,  it  is  his  duty  to  bring  the  question  for- 
ward after  formal  notice.  I  shall  make  objec- 
tion without  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  I  commit  any  error.  I  am 
quite  willing  that  every  honorable  member  should 
discuss  my  conduct.  The  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  is  in  order. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  do  not  wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  statenaent 
that  I  am  a  young  member,  and  that  therefore  I 
had  latitude. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  are  out  of  order.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  is  addresaiiig 
the  House. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  I  think  the  adjournment 
of  the  House  should  take  place  until  some  meazis 
are  taken  to  protect  honorable  members  from  the 
attacks  continually  made  on  them.  The  hoix>r- 
able  gentleman  who  just  rose  to  a  point  of  order, 
the  other  night  made  a  very  gross  attack  upon 
myself.  He  stated  tliat  some  communications 
had  taken  place  between  my  eel  f  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Tuapeka,  by  which,  in  some  way,  the 
vote  of  the  member  for  Tuapeka  was  influenced. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— He  said  distinctly  that  audi 
was  the  case — that  if  such  things  had  not  been 
done  we  should  walk  into  different  lobbies.     I  do 
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not  know  what  those  words  meant.  They  were 
absolutely  untrue. 

Mr.  WfllTAKER.— I  rise  to  a  personal  ex- 
planation. I  did  not  say  thnt.  I  absolutely 
deny  it.  I  stated  that  com inuni(*a( ions  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  and  communications  frotn 
the  honorable  member  for  Tuapeka  had  been  seen 
by  me,  but  not  communications  between  those 
honorable  gentlemen. 

Sir  Gt.  GREY.— I  do  not  hear  the  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— What  I  stated  was,  that 
I  had  seen  communications  from  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  and  that  I  had  seen 
communications  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Tuapeka,  affecting  the  state  of  political  parties 
in  this  House,  which  communications  would 
cause  the  honorable  member  for  Tuapeka  to  walk 
into  one  lobby  and  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  to  walk  into  the  other  lobby ;  but  not 
communications  between  those  honorable  gentle- 
men. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  say  no  such  communications 
whateTer  passed  that  would  have  separated  us. 
That  I  absolutely  deny ;  and  I  say  some  protec- 
tion must  be  thrown  around  members  of  this 
House.  The  honorable  gentleman  just  now  was 
allowed,  when  he  ought  not  to  have  done  it,  to 
make  a  speech  casting  the  grossest  possible 
reflections  upon  myself  and  my  friends.  No 
apology  was  made ;  and  no  reasonable  redress 
was  afforded,  because  he  withdrew  his  motion. 
Nominally,  he  withdrew  his  motion,  but  he  made 
a  speech  in  which  an  attack  of  that  kind  took 

Elace.  Then,  the  honorable  member,  Mr.  McLeau, 
as  put  a  notice  upon  the  Paper  with  the  inten- 
tion of  damaging  me  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
country.  That  was  the  deliberate  intention  of 
the  thing ;  and  he  will  not  appear  in  his  place  to 
allow  that  motion  to  be  brought  forward,  and  to 
allow  me  to  make  a  reply.  Now,  I  say  the 
House  should  adjourn  until  the  honorable  mem- 
ber appears  in  his  place  and  brings  this  motion 
forward.  My  answer  to  the  honorable  member's 
motion  is  this:  that  the  Island  of  Kawau  en- 
joys no  privilege  beyond  any  other  island  in  New 
Zealand,  so  far  as  I  know.  Every  single  island 
has,  from  a  sense  of  justice  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  without  any  application  from  myself, 
without  my  having  said  a  word  upon  the  sub- 
ject, been  exempted  from  the  counties  ;  and  for 
the  very  plain  reason  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  to  attend  the 
meetings  in  the  counties.  It  would  be  impossible 
for  them  to  exercise  any  voice  whatever  in  refer- 
ence to  the  proceedings  of  County  Councils,  when 
anything  took  place  in  them.  Further,  the 
islands  never  have  had  one  penny  of  public  money 
expended  on  them,  like  Road  Boards  in  other 
places,  which  receive  subsidies.  They  have  cheer- 
fully paid  their  share  of  the  taxation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  very  heavy  burdens  indeed  have  fallen 
upon  poor  men  in  a  great  variety  of  instances. 
They  Iiave  done  that,  and  they  have  never  had 
one  penny  returned  to  them ;  but  their  money, 
paid  in  taxation,  has  been  taken  from  them  to 
give  subsidies  to  other  places.  Then  they  have 
derived  no  advantage  whatever  from  the  Govem- 
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ment  of  the  country  such  as  other  places  do.  In 
the  special  island  named  in  the  motion  no  police 
ca«es  ever  occur.  The  Courts  of  the  country  have 
never  been  troubled  with  any  cases  from  that 
island;  and  the  country  has  never  been  put  to 
any  expense  whatever.  Then,  again,  large  con- 
tributions have  been  made  from  tlie  island,  and 
no  return  wliat«ver  has  been  received  in  any  way. 
The  roads  made  there  equal,  I  believe,  the  roads 
in  any  other  part  of  New  2«ealand.  That  has 
been  done  entirely  from  the  resources  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  island,  without  a  single  half- 
penny of  money  having  been  received  from  any 
other  part  of  New  Zealand  in  aid  of  it.  I  say 
that,  if  a  motion  of  this  kind  is  put  on  the  Paper 
for  the  purpose  of  damaging  one  man,  then  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  bo  compelled  to  ap- 
pear in  his  place  and  support  the  motion  of  which 
lie  has  given  notice.  I  say  that  a  more  cruel 
and  more  unmanly  thing  has  never  takdn  place 
— nothing  more  unmanly.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waipa  may  say  "  No ; "  but  I  say  that 
nothing  has  been  more  unfair  than  his  conduct 
in  this  House  to  myself.  It  was  my  misfortune 
to  be  compelled  to  oppose  that  honorable  gentle- 
man in  a  demand  made  by  himself,  or  friends  of 
his,  for  an  enormous  grant  of  land,  and  ever  since 
he  has  pursued  me  with  hostility. 

Mr.  WHIT  AKER.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
That  statement  is  absolutely  without  foundation. 
I  challenge  the  honorable  gentleman  to  prove  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  aek  that  the  papers  upon 
the  subject  be  produced  from  the  office.  I  affirm 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  waited  upon  Mr. 
Sheehan,  accompanied  by  another  honorable 
gentleman,  a  client  of  his,  and  made  this  demand : 
The  Government  had  formerly  obtained  the  Native 
rights  over  a  block  of  land  consisting  of  250,000 
acres  —  that  is,  certain  Native  rights.  It  was 
alleged  that  the  honorable  gentleman's  father, 
Mr.  Brissenden,  and  other  persons  had  paid  cer- 
tain sums  of  money  to  the  Natives  upon  that 
block  of  250,000  acres ;  and  the  colony  paid  to 
that  honorable  gentleman's  father  £5,000,  which 
were  sums  they  were  believed  to  have  expended 
in  extinguishing  certain  rights.  The  colony 
having  done  that 

Mr.  HALL.  —  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  the 
honorable  gentleman,  but  I  cannot  possibly  see 
that  it  is  in  order  to  introduce  such  a  subject 
upon  the  presetit  question. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.  —  If  the  Premier  would 
allow  me,  I  would  say  that  I  wish  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  go  on,  because  I  know  nothing  at 
all  about  the  transaction  he  is  alluding  to.  I 
believe  that  eight  years  ago  something  of  the 
kind  took  place,  but  I  know  absolutely  notliing  of 
it.     So  far  as  I  am  concerned 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  is  entitled  to  proceed  with  his  speech. 
You  will  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  after- 
wards. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  honorable  gentleman  says 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  transaction ;  but 
then  he  or  his  friends  set  up  a  claim  to  the  ex- 
tent of  320,000  acres  of  land,  including  this  block 
of  250,000  acres.  I  ask  the  Government  to  pro- 
duce the  telegram  in  the  office  from  Mr.  Sheehan 
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recording  the  whole  of  the  facts,  a  few  months 
ago.  That  will  show  what  thej  offered  us.  Thej 
offered  lo  relinquisli  the  claims  that  had  sprung 
up  again  over  this  same  piece  of  land  which  had 
been  paid  for  previously  ;  and,  having  done  that, 
they  said  they  would  relinquish  those  claims  if 
allowed  to  complete  claims  over  40,000  acres  of 
that  block.  That  was  the  proposition  made  to 
the  Government.  I  was  compelled  from  a  sense 
of  duty — and  any  one  who  reads  the  telegrams 
will  see  that  I  was  necessarily  compelled — with 
other  persons,  to  decline  to  allow  that  proposal  to 
be  accepted  :  that  is,  I  was  obliged  to  put  myself 
in  opposition  to  a  great  land  company,  negotiat- 
ing, I  believe,  entirely  against  the  interests  of  the 
colony  at  large.  Not  only  that,  but  I  was  in- 
formed that  in  order  to  keep  the  claim  over  this 
land  their  surveys  had  been  made  by  stealth. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  "that 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  request  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waipa  to  wait. 

Sir  Q-.  Q-REY. — I  am  stating  nothing  but  what 
is  a  matter  of  record.  The  honorable  gentleman 
knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  he  waited  upon  Mr. 
Sheehan  aitd  made  those  propositions.  It  is  all 
on  record  that  those  things  took  place  only  a  few 
months  ago.  But  ever  since  that  I  have  been  pur- 
sued wiih  relentless  hostility.  I  ask  honorable 
members  to  recollect  the  first  speech  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman.  It  was  the  most  absurd 
thing  possible.  He  accused  me  of  reading  Carlyle, 
and  copying  from  him  when  I  spoke  to  this 
House  —  a  thing  I  never  did.  He  then  went 
on  to  say  that  when  I  was  speaking  to  a  public 
meeting  he  found  that  I  copied  a  page  or 
two  from  Froude*s  book,  "  England  and  her 
Colonies."  I  never  saw  the  book  in  my  life.  I 
nerer  read  it.  I  only  give  that  as  one  instance, 
to  show  that  I  have  been  pursued  with  unrelent- 
ing hostility.  Nothing  could  be  more  malicious 
than  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti.  Nothing  could  be  more  unfair  than 
to  put  a  motion  on  the  Paper,  and  to  absent  him- 
self when  the  molion  was  (o  come  on.  He  dared 
not  have  brought  it  forward.  I  know  there  are 
very  few  things  he  will  not  do,  but  that  he  dared 
not  do. .  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  he  absented 
himself  from  design.  Again,  I  say  that  a  man 
who  bad  re-ally  honorable  sentiments  would  be 
the  very  man  to  wait  in  this  House  and  bring  on 
this  motion,  so  as  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
answering  him  when  he  made  the  accusations 
implied  by  this  motion.  He  should  not  allow 
this  motion  to  lapse,  so  that  I  could  not  explain 
fully  to  tho  House  that  the  motion  was  made  out 
of  pure  malice  ;  that  it  had  no  foundation  in  fact ; 
thut  there  was  not  a  single  inland  along  that 
coast  included  in  a  cotlnty  ;  and  that  the  reasons 
why  they  were  loft  out  of  the  counties  were 
obvious.  The  inhabitants  of  the  islands  had  paid 
large  sums  of  money  annually  to  the  taxation 
of  the  country,  and  they  had  never  had  a  single 
penny  returned  to  them.  They  were  people  who 
never  offended  against  the  laws,  and  no  police 
case  has  ever  originated  among  them.  For 
twenty  years,  I  believe,  that  island  has  been  occu- 
pied, and  no  single  police  cMe  has  ever  occurred. 
Sir  Q,  Qr9jf 


If  some  protection  is  not  thrown  around  us  in 
this  House,  I  do  not  know  what  our  fate  is  to 
be,  because  in  every  wav  we  are  attacked.  The 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  used  the  njoat 
shameful  language  in  regard  to  the  late  Govern- 
ment. He  eaid  that  great  scandals  would  be 
brought  out ;  that  the  pigeon-holes  would  be 
searched.  I  say  this  in  the  presence  of  this 
House,  and  of  New  Zealand:  that  I  have  left 
behind  me  in  the  offices  every  telegram,  every 
letter  of  a  public  nature  that  I  wrote,  or  copies 
of  them  ;  and  I  believe  that  every  private  letter 
I  wrote — except  to  my  own  sist-ers  and  immediate 
relations — is  there.  I  a*k  that  copies  of  them  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House',  so  that  the  whole 
of  New  Zealand  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
judging  what  my  correspondence  and  conduct 
have  been.  If  tliat  is  done,  then  this  telegmm 
will  come  out,  which  will  show  that  what  I  have 
stated  in  regard  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Waipa  is  an  absolute  fact,  and  that  such  a 
claim  has  been  set  up  for  320,000  acres,  of  which 

250,000  acres 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, Mr.  Speakbb  left  the  chair. 

HOXrSB  BESTTVED. 

Mr.  Spbaebb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-pact 
seven  o'clock. 

WAITARA  HARBOUR  BOARD  LAND  AND 
BORROWING  BILL. 
Colonel  TRIMBLE,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  almost  similar  to 
a  measure  which  had  been  before  Parliament  in 
a  previous  session.  The  object  of  the  previous 
Bill  was  to  place  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Har- 
bour Board  the  banks  of  the  river  and  some 
land  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  So  far  the  pre- 
sent Bill  was  identical  with  the  measure  of  last 
year.  The  first  part  of  the  Schedule  gave  the 
boundaries  of  these  portions  of  laud,  and  that 
part  of  the  Schedule  wa^  copied  exactly  firom 
the  Bill  of  last  year.  There  was,  howerer, 
a  portion  of  land,  containing  4  acres  3  roods, 
which  had  been  omitted  by  accident  from  the 
previous  Bill.  The  object  of  the  Bill  before 
the  House  was  to  give  the  land  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  to  the  Harbour  Board.  The  sec- 
tions omitted  from  the  Schedule  last  year  were 
upon  the  banks  of  the  river :  in  fact,  they  were 
mainly  in  the  river  itself.  At  a  certain  point  the 
river  was  divided  into  two  branches,  and  in  the 
original  survey  of  the  Town  of  Raleigh  some  of 
the  allotments  were  placed  in  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  river.  If  sold  the  Board  would  have  do 
control  whatever  over  the  land.  Some  four  or  five 
allotments  were  allocated  to  Maoris,  and  these 
could  not  be  dealt  with.  Some  allotmente  had 
already  been  sold  to  Europeans,  and  these  could 
not  be  dealt  with.  These  allotments  would  have 
to  be  bought  back  at  a  price  very  much  beyond 
their  value;  and,  to  prevent  anything  of  that 
kind,  the  Board  asked  the  House  to  agree  to 
include  the  four  acres  in  the  Schedule  of  ths 
Bill.  At  first  sight  this  might  look  like  giving 
valuable  endowments  to  the  Harbour  Board ;  but 
in  reality  that  was  not  the  caae.    He  could  my. 
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from  his  own  personal  knowledge  of  the  district, 
that  the  land  which  was  included  in  the  Schedule 
was  ulterly  valueless  for  any  purpose  except  for 
the  purpose  of  the  Board.  There  was  one  new 
feature  contained  in  this  Bill.  The  Board  found 
it  necessaij  to  raise  some  funds  in  order  to  in- 
crease the  wharf  accommodation,  and  thej  pro- 
posed to  obt^iin  power  under  this  Bill  to  borrow 
a  sum  not  exceeding  £10,000.  Tlie  actual  sum 
required  at  the  prei>ent  time  to  complete  certain 
improvements  would  amount  to  £;i,500,  made 
up  in  this  way:  For  wharf  accommodation, 
£2,500  would  be  required.  The  sum  required  for 
making  the  Waitara  Bridge  safe  was  stated  to 
be  £500  or  £600.  The  bridge  had  been  con- 
structed in  rather  a  costly  manner ;  it  was  sink- 
ing considerably,  and  a  great  deal  of  damage 
had  already  bf  en  done  to  it.  It  was  absolutely 
es:)ential  that  the  Board  should  have  the  power 
to  raise  funds  for  carrying  on  necessary  improve- 
ments in  tlie  harbour.  He  did  not  know  that 
he  need  go  into  the  matter  further,  as  the  subject 
had  been  fully  discussed  on  a  previous  occasion, 
with  the  exception  of  the  part  of  the  Bill  re- 
lating to  the  loan. 

Mr.  THOMSON  fully  expected  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  a  few  remarks  in  regard  to  this 
Bill.  It  so  happened  that  the  Bill  did  not  refer 
to  a  very  large  area  of  land — not  more  than  400 
acres.  At  the  same  time  a  very  important  prin- 
ciple was  involved  in  the  Bill.  Last  year  a  great 
many  Bills  came  to  this  House.  Those  Bills  fir^t 
of  all  constituted  Harbour  Boards,  and  there 
were  clauses  endowing  those  Hurboiir  Boards. 
Those  Bills  were  all  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee.  Mr.  F.  Whifaker,  who  was  then  a 
member  of  the  House,  moved  that  the  endow- 
ment chiuses  should  be  struck  out,  and  the  en- 
dowment clauses  were  struck  out  of  every  Bill 
that  came  before  the  House  last  year.  This  Bill 
was  the  first  of  a  crowd  of  Bills  they  would  have 
if  they  passed  it.  The  Harbour  Board  was  now 
constituted,  and  this  was  simply  an  endowment 
Bill.  The  number  of  Bills  of  a  similar  kind  that 
would  be  brought  down  this  session  would  depend 
very  much  upon  the  action  taken  by  the  House 
in  regard  to  this  Bill.  He  thought  it  right  that 
these  remarks  should  be  made  to  the  House.  He 
was  a  little  surprised  t-o  find  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  going  to  allow  this  Bill  to  go  by  with- 
out challenge.  He  did  not  make  these  remarks 
by  any  means  from  any  feeling  against  this  parti- 
cular district  j  but  if  this  Bill  passed  they  must 
expect  any  number  of  Bills  of  the  same  kind 
to  be  brought  down  very  shortly. 

Mr.  HA.LL  thought  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  rather  in  a  hurry  in  expressing  surprise  at 
the  Government  not  saying  anything  upon  this 
Bill.  When  the  honorable  gentleman  who  moved 
the  second  reading  sat  down  he  (Mr.  Hall)  was 
engaged  in  conversation  with  an  honorable  gentle- 
man on  the  subject  of  another  Bill  on  the  Order 
Paper.  The  Government  had  considered  this 
Bill,  and  believed  it  to  be  a  very  good  measure, 
such  as  it  was  desirable  the  House  should  pass. 
It  was  true  there  were  new  grants  proposed 
to  be  made  to  the  Harbour  Board — in  one  case 
250  acres,  and  in  another  150  acres  of   land. 


The  honorable  gentleman  would  find  that  this 
was  merely  the  foreshore  of  the  harbour.  Bills 
had  been  passed  by  the  House  in  previous  ses- 
sions giving  land  so  situated  to  Harbour  Boards. 
These  were  lands  such  as  he  thought  should  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  these  Boards.  Some 
town  sections  which  it  was  proposed  to  hand  over 
to  the  Board  were,  practically,  in  the  middle  of 
the  river.  The  Government  had  not  neglected 
its  duty  in  this  matter.  The  4th  clause  of  the 
Bill  would  require  some  consideration.  It  said, 
"  The  lands  hereby  authorized  to  be  granted  to 
the  Board,  having  a  frontage  on  tidal  waier,  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  a  \*harf  within  the  meaning  of 
the  said  Act."  The  efifect  of  that  provision  might 
be,  that  no  person  wotdd  bo  able  to  land  goods 
upon  ground  fronting  even  his  own  private  pro- 
perty without  paying  wharfage  dues. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  wished  to  explain  that  this 
was  not  intended. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  explanation  was  satisfac- 
tory. Still,  ho  called  attention  to  the  point ; 
and  he  thought  it  showed  that  the  Government 
bad  not  neglected  that  watchful  interest  which 
it  would  be  the  endeavour  of  this  Government 
to  take  in  private  Bills.  No  doubt  it  would  be 
an  arduous  undertaking  to  look  after  them  ;  but 
the  Government  thought  that  private  Bills  had 
been  somewhat  neglected  in  the  past,  and  had 
been  allowed  too  much  to  take  their  chance. 
He  did  not  eay  that,  with  the  time  at  their  dis- 
po!»al,  they  would  be  able  to  look  as  closely  after 
private  Bills  as  they  could  wish  ;  but  they  recog- 
nized that  it  was  the  duty  of  any  Government 
to  lead  the  House  in  matters  of  this  kind,  and 
they  would  discharge  that  duty  to  the  best  of 
their  abilitv. 

Mr.  SHEIMSKI  was  very  glad  to  hear  the 
honorable  gentleman  say  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  aid  and  assist  honorable 
members  in  bringing  forward  these  Bills.  Since 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  said  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  support  the  granting  of  endow- 
ments to  the  Waitara  Harbour  Board,  he  begged 
to  give  notieo  that  it  was  his  intention  to  intro- 
duce the  Kakanui  and  Moeraki  Harbour  Board 
Bills  for  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  he  mij;ht  be  allowed 
to  say  that  he  hoped  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill  would  be  agreed  to.  He  had  the  pleasure  of 
visiting  the  Waitara  some  time  ago,  and  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  people  of  New  Plymouth  had 
made  a  great  mistake.  He  thought  it  would 
have  been  far  better  for  them  to  have  concen- 
trated the  expenditure  at  present  being  incurred 
on  harbour  works  on  improving  the  harbour 
at  Waitara  instead  of  at  New  Plymouth.  He 
thought  the  Waitara  was  a  most  important  har- 
bour, and  that  what  was  now  asked  for  might 
be  legitimately  conceded.  He  thought,  however 
mueh  they  might  condemn  an  indiscriminate 
passing  of  harbour  endowments,  that  this  was  a 
case  which  might  bo  taken  on  its  merits,  and 
therefore  he  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  KELLY  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to 
the  second  reading.  The  Bill  was  the  same  as 
the  one  introduced  last  year,  the  only  dificrenoe 
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being,  ns  the  moTer  had  enid,  that  the  prefent 
measure  included  borrowinjf  powers.  As  to  the 
endowments  for  Ilurbour  Bortrds,  it  was  quite 
true  that,  in  a  former  session,  the  House  de« 
cided  that  endowment  clauses  should  be  excised  j 
but  that  decision  did  not  include  tho  foreshore, 
or  lands  adjacent  to  it  and  noces^a^y  for  harbour 
improvement.  This  Bill  provided  that  the  Board 
Bhould  be  so  endowed.  With  the  exception  of 
three  or  four  acres,  this  endowment  was  the  fore- 
shore of  the  river,  and  waste  lands  on  the  sea- 
beaolt.  He  thought  it  was  necessary  that  power 
should  be  given  to  tho  Board  to  make  sucn  im- 
provements in  tlie  navigation  of  the  river  as  were 
considered  advisable.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREy  trusted  the  House  would  ajjree 
to  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  He  thouglit 
the  VVttiJara  Harbour  would  form  a  most  useful 
harbour  for  that  part  of  the  country.  He  thought 
it  could  very  easily  bo  made  a  useful  harbour,  and 
he  hoped  every  encourapement  would  be  giyen  to 
the  pc  pie  of  New  Plymouth  and  Wnitara  in 
their  efforts  to  turn  it  into  a  good  harbour.  It 
would  be  a  good  thing  for  tho  whole  of  that 
coast ;  and  he  hoped  the  second  reading  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  did  not  think  the  ques- 
tion was  so  much  whether  this  Bill  had  any 
merits  or  not  as  whether  the  House  was  in  pos- 
session of  6u6ficient  information  on  the  subject. 
They  were  told  that  there  was  no  endowment ; 
yet  there  was  nothing  in  the  Schedule  to  indicate 
that  this  land  was  between  high  and  low  water- 
marks. Of  course,  this  Parliament  was  not  neces- 
sarily bound  to  what  was  done  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, but  honorable  members  must  know  that 
the  practice  of  bringing  down  Harbour  Board 
Bills  rose  to  be  such  a  great  nuisance  that  it  was 
decided  that  all  such  Bills  should  be  put  a  stop 
to,  and  the  Government  be  brought  face  to  face 
with  the  question,  and  have  it  settled  on  one 
basis  how  these  Bills  should  be  dealt  with — that 
tho  Govei-nment  should  determine  what  harbours 
were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  colony.  And 
that  would  have  to  be  done.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  Government  had  neglected  one  of  its 
functions.  It  ought  to  state  that  certain  har- 
bours were  colonial  harbours ;  and  they  should 
not  bo  left  to  the  mercy  of  any  Harbour  Board 
that  might  bo  created.  It  was  a  crime  to  allow 
such  hnrbours  as  those  of  Wellington,  Dunedin, 
Lyttclton,  and  Auckland  to  be  placed  at  the  will 
of  any  nominated  Board  that  crept  into  existence. 
The  colony  should  protect  harbours  like  these  ; 
and  in  dealing  with  all  minor  harbours  the 
Government  should  bring  down  some  scheme  on 
a  fair  basis,  and  not  allow  honorable  members, 
whether  supporters  of  the  Government  or  of  the 
Opposition,  to  scramble  in  this  way,  and  their 
Bills  to  depend  on  llie  good-will  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  acting  on  a  wronj;  principle.  They 
had  no  information  about  this  Bill.  Tiiere  were 
four  or  five  hundred  acres  in  the  Schedule,  and 
town  lind,  too.  What  the  land  was  worth,  they 
did  not  know.  They  had  no  plans  or  schedules 
of  Tal nation  ;  and  if  that  House  simply  passed  a 
Bill,  trusting^  to  its  Waste  Lands  Committee  or 
Mr.  Kelly 


to  another  branch  of  the  T>egislatore  to  deal  fairly 
in  these  matters,  it  made  a  laughing-stock  of 
itself,  as  it  did  two  years  ago,  when  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Shechan)  and  him- 
self were  alone  found  to  prot^t  agninst  seven- 
teen Harbour  Bills  being  despatched  as  fast  as 
the  clauses  could  be  read.  There  were  seventeen 
honorable  members  who  adhered  to  their  own 
and  each  others*  Bills.  His  honorable  friend 
the  member  for  Waitaki  (Mr.  Shrimski)  had 
given  notice  that  he  intended  to  introduce  two 
Bdls.  Why  should  not  every  honorable  mem- 
ber do  the  same  who  had  a  harbour  in  his  dis- 
trict ?  He  had  often  wondered  that  in  dealing 
with  these  North  Island  harbours  the  late,  or,  in- 
deed, any  Government,  had  not  come  down  and 
said  there  were  a  certain  number  of  harboure  on 
the  East  and  West  Coasts  which  were  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  shipping  and  the  best 
intere.<»t9  of  the  colony,  and  that  endowments  of 
land  in  the  North  Island  must  be  set  aside  for 
these  specific  harbours,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Government,  ought  to  be  colonial  liorboars. 
That  was  the  way  in  which  they  should  be  dealt 
with.  They  had  never  been  dealt  with  (atrlj. 
The  East  Coast  was  practically  neglected,  and 
the  West  Coast  also.  TTiere  had  been  a  Harbour 
Board  at  Napier.  They  had  had  small  borrow- 
ing powers,  and  the  money  they  had  raised  bad, 
in  ukany  people's  opinion,  been  absolutely  wasted. 
It  was  quite  time  the  colony  was  grapjuing  with 
the  harbour  question — quite  time  that  the  Go- 
vernment undertook  the  responsibility  of  sayixi|P 
what  harbours  should  be  protected.  He  objected 
to  this  Harbour  Board  Endowment  Bill,  or  any 
Bill  of  a  like  nature.  The  House  had  no  in* 
formation  before  it.  It  was  a  kind  of  a  log- 
rolling scramble,  which  they  knew  the  Qt)Tem- 
ment  was  not  averse  to,  and  he  had  a  right  to 
protest  against  it.  In  order  to  test  the  feeling  of 
the  House,  he  should  move  the  adjournment  of 
tho  debate  until  the  honorable  members  had  more 
information  on  the  subject  before  them. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  question,  having  a  very  good  knowledge 
of  tho  district.  He  followed  his  honorable  friend 
the  member  for  Port  Chalmers  in  the  expression 
of  opinion  that  this  Bill  was  an  exceedingly  useful 
measure.  He  only  objected  to  jt  on  one  score, 
and  thot  was,  that  clause  5  was  an  infraction  of 
the  principle  which  he  thought  ought  to  gorem 
mainly  the  borrowing  powers  of  all  counties. 
Road  Boards,  municipalities,  and  harbours.  He 
thought  the  Legislature  ought  not  to  fix  anj 
amount  that  should  be  borrowed  by  these  bodies  ; 
but  there  ought  to  be  published  throughout  the 
Empire  a  deb*'rmination  on  the  part  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Zealand  not  to  be  liable  for  muni- 
cipal debts.  Ho  protested  against  the  limitation 
of  borrowing  powers  of  this  sort.  He  titought 
it  was  a  great  principle,  consequent  on  the  abo- 
I  lit  ion  of  the  provinces — on  the  change  in  the 
Constitution — that  succeeding  institutions  should 
be  unfettered  in  their  borrowing  powers,  and  un- 
protected in  the  matter  of  their  liability.  He 
happened  to  know  the  district  affected  by  this 
particular  measure  very  well,  and  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  endowments  in  the  Bill  wa« 
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secessarj  to  the  Harbour  Board,  and  tbej  in- 
flicted no  wron^  on  contif^uous  interests.  He 
certainly  could  not  regard  them  as  likely  to  have 
any  prejudicial  effect  upon  the  colony  generally. 
These  endowments  were,  in  his  humble  opinion, 
rightly  the  property  of  the  Harbour  Board,  and 
be  thought  tliat  to  endow  the  Board  with  those 
Kcrape  of  land  was  a  Tery  proper  thing.  The 
only  thing  ho  objected  to  was  the  limitation  of 
the  borrowing  powers  of  the  Board.  He  would 
object  to  this,  because  he  thought  it  implied  a 
guarantee  on  the  part  of  the  colony  for  the 
liabilities  of  the  Board.  If  they  indicated  a 
limitation,  it  implied  an  obligation.  If  they 
prescribed  that  any  Board  should  only  borrow 
£10,000,  in  his  opinion  it  followed  as  a  natural 
•equence  that  the  public  creditor  would  imagine 
that  the  colony  was  pledged  in  respect  of  the 
debts  of  the  Harbour  Board,  or  municipality,  or 
whatcTcr  it  might  be,  to  the  extent  limited. 
When  the  Bill  went  into  Commitee,  he  should 
moTe  the  expunging  of  clause  5. 

Mr.  SHEfiHAN  did  not  intend  to  oppose  this 
BiU.  "With  regard  to  what  had  been  said  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Ashley,  he  did  not  think 
the  insertion  of  a  clause  regulating  the  amount 
np  to  which  the  Board  could  borrow  was  of  any 
consequence,  because,  at  a  matter  of  fact,  if  they 
allowed  these  people  to  go  to  the  Home-country 
with  an  Act  of  that  House  to  borrow  money, 
morally  they  were  bound  to  the  persons  who 
advanced  money  on  the  strength  of  the  Act  of 
the  Legislature.  He  would  like  to  ask,  as  a 
point  of  order,  whether  the  Bill  must  not  stand 
referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  If  that 
were  so,  he  would  ask  the  honorable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  let 
the  Bill  go  through  the  ordinary  course. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  was  bound  to  refer 
the  Bill  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  pointed  out  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  had  lost  sight  of  the 
fact  that  this  was  a  special  Act  under  the  general 
Harbours  Act  of  1878,  which  provided  that,  be- 
fore any  Harbour  Board  could  borrow,  authority 
must  be  given  by  the  House.  That  authority 
being  obtained,  the  bonds  issued  by  the  Board 
must  have  upon  the  face  of  them  a  statement 
to  the  effect  that  the  holder  of  the  debenture 
bad  no  claim  iu  respect  thereof  upon  the  public 
revenues  of  New  Zealand,  or  on  the  GK)vemment 
thereof.  That  disposed  of  the  objection  raised  by 
the  two  honorable  gentlemen  who  had  just  spoken. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  refuse  to  read 
the  BiU  a  second  time,  because  it  sought  to  carry 
out  a  very  good  object. 

Mr.  TUKNBULL  said  he  would  support  the 
second  reading  :  at  the  same  time,  he  would  like 
to  eee  fuller  information  and  plans  laid  before 
the  House  in  the  case  of  this  and  all  similar  Bills. 
That  was  an  important  point,  which  he  wished  to 
impress  upon  the  G-ovemment.  If  surveys  were 
maide  during  the  recess,  and  the  results  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  members  would  know  what  they 
were  voting  for. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  he  felt  very  much 
obliged  to  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 


(Sir  G.  Grey)  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  for  the  way  in  which  they  had 
assisted  him  in  this  matter.  They  knew  from 
personal  observation  that  this  was  not  a  mere 
endowment  Bill  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
t«rm.  There  was  not  one  acre  of  this  land  that 
could  be  let  for  any  purpose,  and  the  object  of 
getting  these  few  acres  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
was  to  get  the  whole  control  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board.  At  the  present  time  the  Government 
could  not  sell  any  land  between  the  street  and 
the  river,  as  it  was  a  shifting  quantity,  and  was 
always  being  carried  away  by  the  current.  The 
four  acres  he  had  referred  to  was  actual  river-bed. 
The  surveyor  of  the  town  had  evidently  taken 
the  plan  from  paper,  and  not  from  any  observa- 
tion of  the  place  itself.  He  might  inform  those 
honorable  members  who  did  not  know  the  place 
that  in  one  week  in  August  last  the  Government 
landed  about  800  tons  of  material  on  the  river, 
but  the  accommodation  was  so  defective  thot 
vessels  which  ought  to  have  discharged  their 
cargoes  in  forty -eight  hours  were  detained  there 
nearly  a  fortnight.  The  consequence  no  doubt 
was,  that  very  much  higher  freights  had  to  be 
paid,  and  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  Government 
itself  that  these  improvements  should  be  gone  on 
with. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SITES  FOR  working-men's  CLUBS 
BILL. 

Sir  G.  GREY,  in  moving  tho  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  enable  the  Gk>vem- 
meut  to  make  grants  of  Crown  lands  as  sites  for 
working-men's  clubs.  It  merely  extended  the 
law  which  was  already  in  existence,  under  which 
the  Government  could  grant  sites  for  similar 
institutions,  but  not  for  working-men's  dubs. 
He  therefore  asked  the  House  to  add  the  power 
to  make  these  grants  to  the  power  that  already 
existed. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  would  sup- 
port the  Bill,  but  it  would  require  some  amend- 
ment. In  the  first  place,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
define  what  was  meant  by  working-men's  clubs, 
as  that  was  rather  a  vague  term.  No  doubt  the 
honorable  gentleman  meant  the  kind  of  clubs 
which  had  been  established  in  the  various  cities 
of  the  colony,  and  they  were  institutions  they 
could  not  do  too  much  for ;  but  it  was  necessary 
that  the  term  should  be  defined,  in  the  interest  of 
the  institutions  it  was  intended  to  benefit.  It 
was  very  necessary  that  tho  land  should  be  vested 
in  trustees,  and  that  they  should  be  restricted 
from  in  any  way  alienating  it  or  improperly  deal- 
ing with  it.  With  these  improvements,  the  Bill, 
no  doubt,  would  be  a  very  useful  one. 

Sir  G.  GREY  would  see  that,  in  Committee, 
every  care  should  be  taken  that  the  Bill  passed 
in  a  perfect  state. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DRAMATIC  WORKS  COPYRIGHT  BILL. 

Mr.  SIIEEHAN,  in  moving  the  second  reading 

of  this  Bill,  might  state  that  at  present,  in  this 

colony,  if  a  man  stole  another's  money  or  goods, 

he  could  be  sent  to  prison,  but  there  was  no 
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Siunishment  for  the  man  who  stole  another's 
rains.  The  Bill  onlj  proposed  to  give  dramatic 
authors  in  tho  colony  the  same  protection  which 
thej  had  at  Home,  and  to  prevent  the  products 
of  their  brains  being  stolen,  or  used  by  other 
persons  without  pHyment. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  aoTemment  had 
read  the  Bill,  and  thought  it  deserved  the  sup- 
port of  tho  House,  as  far  as  they  could  see. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CHRTSTCHURCH  DRILL-SHED  BILL. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  explained  that  the  land  which  was 
proposed  to  be  dealt  with  by  it  formed  part  of 
a  purchase  by  the  Provincial  Q-overnment  for 
general  purposes.  On  the  particular  portion  to 
which  the  Bill  referred  a  drill-shed  was  erected 
for  the  use  of  the  Volunteers  some  years  ago.  It 
was  sought  by  the  Bill  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
trustees. for  the  use  of  the  Volunteers  permanently, 
the  land  in  question  and  the  building  on  it.  He 
might  st4ite  that  the  building  was  getting  rapidly 
out  of  repair,  and  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any 
prospect  of  obtaining  funds  to  restore  it  or  keep 
it  in  repair.  By  giving  this  land  to  the  Volun- 
teers, the  Bill  did  very  much  what  was  done  three 
years  ago  by  the  Act  that  placed  the  reserve  in 
Dunedin  in  tho  hands  of  trustees  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Volunteers,  with  this  slight  difference, 
that  the  Otago  Provincial  Council  had  previously 
pa^iaed  an  Ordinance  reserving  the  land  for  the 
use  of  the  Volunteers.  The  difference  was,  how- 
ever, not  material,  seeing  that  tlic  land  at  Christ- 
church  had  been  used  and  a  building  erected  on 
it  for  tho  purpose  of  furthering  the  cause  of 
volunteering  in  Canterbury.  The  Bill  gave  power 
to  the  trustees  to  lease  a  portion  of  the  reserve 
and  to  borrow  money  when  required,  but  it  did 
not  give  them  power  to  borrow  more  than  to  the 
extent  of  the  rates.  They  could  not  part  with 
the  fee-simple  cither  by  sale  or  by  mortgage.  If 
desired,  he  would  be  willing  to  accept  an  amend- 
ment such  as  the  provision  in  the  Dunedin  Drill- 
shed  Act,  that,  if  at  any  time  the  number  of 
Volunteers  in  the  portion  of  Canterbury  which 
would  use  the  reserve  should  fall  below  a  certain 
standard,  then  the  reservation  for  their  benefit 
should  cease.  There  was,  however,  not  much  pro- 
bability of  that  state  of  affairs  comir<::  about.  He 
proposed  to  amend  clause  2,  which  placed  the 
trust  in  the  hands  of  the  commanding  ofHeer  of 
the  district  and  certain  other  officers  of  the  force, 
by  making  it  a  continuing  body  and  vesting  the 
reserve  in  those  gentlemen  and  their  successors. 
That  wouM  be  a  more  convenient  course,  and 
would  prevent  the  necessity  of  having  a  fre^h  Act 
parsed  in  case  of  the  resignation  or  death  of  any 
of  those  officers. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

TIMARU  WATERWORKS  BILL. 
Mr.  TURNBULL,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  pointed  out  that  there  were  par- 
ticular circumstances  which  necessitated  it.  The 
Corporation  of  Timaru  had,  under  the  authority 
of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  raised  a  sum 
of  £40,000  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  water 
Mr.  Sheehan 


supply  for  the  town.  They  found,  however,  that 
that  sum  was  not  sufficient ;  and  there  was  not 
power  under  the  Act  by  which  any  resolution 
authorizing  the  raising  of  a  loan  could  be  re- 
scinded. The  matter  was  one  of  urgency,  and 
therefore  he  had  brought  the  Bill  in ;  because 
the  Corporation  could  not,  except  by  getting  the 
former  resolution  rescinded,  obtain  power  to  raise 
the  further  amount  necessary  to  complete  the 
works. 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  see  any  objection  to  the 
Bill  except  that  it  seemed  to  have  been  drawn  by 
the  folio.  The  title  was  four  times  as  long  as 
was  necessary,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
unnecesiiary  repetition  in  othef  parts. 

Mr.  STEVENS  would  like  to  know  whether 
a  poll  of  the  citizens  would  be  taken,  so  that  they 
might  express  their  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
additional  loan  authorized  by  the  Bill  should  be 
raised. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— That  is  provided  for  by 
the  2nd  clause. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  thought  that  in  a  case  like 
this,  where  the  Corporation  had  already  obtained 
power  to  raise  £40,000,  and  had  received  a  certain 
portion  of  it,  it  would  be  very  hard  upon  them 
if  they  had  again  to  take  a  poll  of  the  citizens 
before  raising  the  additional  sum  required  to 
complete  the  work.  As  the  honorable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  said  there  was  a  provision 
in  it  for  taking  a  poll,  he  would  not  object,  but 
he  thought  the  House  might  very  well  pass  the 
Bill  without  any  such  provision.  Tlie  Corpora- 
tion had  already  obtained  plant  and  received 
advances  under  tho  authority  of  the  resolution 
which  had  been  passed  by  the  citizens,  and  it  was 
simply  because  that  resolution  could  not  be  re- 
scinded that  they  now  came  to  the  House  for 
this  additional  authority.  Tho  Corporation  might 
be  placeil  in  a  very  inconvenient  position  if  they 
had  again  to  take  a  poll  of  the  citizens,  and 
did  not  get  authority  to  increase  the  loan  from 
£40.000  to  £60,000. 

Bill  reud  a  second  time. 

NATIVE  LAWSUITS  BILL. 
Mr.  McDonald,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  might  mention  that,  of  his  own 
knowledge,  he  was  aware  that  during  the  last 
eight  or  nine  years  various  Governments  had 
promised  to  bring  in  measures  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  at  rest  the  numberless  disputes  be- 
tween Europeans  and  Maoris  respecting  titles 
to  Native  lands.  These  disputes  existed  princi- 
pally along  the  East  Coast,  and  during  the  past 
few  years  various  attempts  had  been  made  to  get 
the  difficulties  settled  by  appealing  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  but  without  any  satisfactory  result  being 
obtained.  The  machinery  of  that  Court  was  found 
altogether  unsuitable  for  dealing  with  the  pecu- 
liar points  raised  in  disputes  between  Eint>peans 
and  Maoris  affecting  titles  to  land.  For  that 
reason  he  proposed  the  present  measure.  In 
1868  largo  tracts  of  country,  notably  in  Poverty 
Bay,  were,  by  the  consent  of  the  loyal  Natives, 
ceded  to  tho  Crown  upon  the  understanding  that 
the  lands  of  those  persons  who  remained  loyal 
would  not  be  interfered  with  ;  only  the  lands  of 
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the  Natives  who  participated  in  the  rebellion 
■were  to  be  confiscated.  In  1869  the  GoTernment 
appointed  a  Commission  of  inquiry,  consisting  of 
Judges  Bogan  and  Munro,  to  inquire  into  the 
claims  of  the  loyal  Natives  and  ascertain  their 
title  to  the  land.  Large  and  valuable  tracts 
of  country  were  accordingly  surveyed,  and  the 
owners  of  the  various  blocks  ascertained.  In 
some  cases  as  many  as  from  one  to  orer  one 
hundred  owners  were  inserted  in  the  Crown 
grant  for  one  block  of  land.  By  this  means  some 
of  the  moat  valuable  land  in  the  country  was 
secured  to  the  loyal  Natives  under  title  from  the 
Crown.  They  held,  however,  as  joint  tenants, 
and  not  according  to  the  Native  custom  of 
tenancy  in  common.  When  peace  became  esta- 
blished, some  of  the  Native  grantees  gradually 
began  to  dispose  of  their  shares  in  the  blocks  to 
Europeans,  and  in  many  cases  the  lands  so  dealt 
with  were  jointly  occupied  by  the  European  pur- 
chasers or  leaseholders  and  the  non-sellers  in  the 
grant.  In  other  cases  the  shares  of  minors  in  the 
grants  and  other  grantees  were  alleged  to  have 
been  fraudulently  obtained.  In  this  way  endless 
disputes  arose.  The  object  of  the  present  Bill 
was  to  enable  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be 
appointed  to  individualize  contested  interests,  and 
to  absolutely  determine  according  to  law  and 
equity  matters  in  dispute  between  Europeans  and 
Maoris  in  regard  to  lands.  A  Bill  similar  to  this 
was  introduced  by  the  late  Attorney-General, 
Mr.  Stout,  but  there  was  some  disagreement  as 
to  who  should  appoint  the  Judges,  ^o  far  as  he 
(Mr.  McDonald)  was  concerned,  he  did  not  care 
whether  the  Governor  or  this  House  appointed 
the  Judges,  so  long  as  he  could  get  the  land 
disputes  on  the  East  Coast  settled.  Some  time 
ago,  Mr.  Arthur,  of  Poverty  Bay,  went  to  that 
district  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  land  from 
the  Natives.  The  signatures  of  about  two  hun- 
dred persons  in  the  memorial  of  ownership  were 
obtained  to  his  deed  of  lease,  and,  at  great  pecu- 
niary outlay  and  personal  inconvenience,  he  set  to 
to  improve  the  land.  The  remaining  owners  in 
the  block,  however,  refused  to  agree  to  the  terms 
of  lease,  and  accordingly  occupied  the  land 
jointly  with  him.  The  result  was,  that  the  non- 
lessors  had  driven  his  stock  of  five  thousand 
sheep  off  the  land,  and  that  gentleman  lost,  in 
consequence,  some  five  or  six  hundred  valuable 
lambs.  Now,  as  the  law  at  present  st^)od,  it  was 
very  questionable  whether  the  European,  or  the 
Maoris  who  object  to  the  lease,  could  obtain  any 
redress.  By  such  a  Bill  as  the  one  proposed 
becoming  law  ample  means  for  both  parties 
would  be  available  for  settling  disputes  of  the 
nature  referred  to.  If  this  Bill  passed  the 
second  reading  he  would  be  willing  to  allow  of 
any  amendment,  so  long  as  it  did  not  destroy  the 
main  object  contemplated.  He  would  be  quite 
willing  that  the  GK)vernment  should  take  up  the 
BUI,  as  it  was  a  very  important  measure,  espe- 
cially to  the  East  Coast  District. 

M  r.  BBYCE  said  there  was  no  doubt  this  was 
a  Bill  of  very  great  importance.  It  proposed  to 
establish  a  new  Supreme  Court,  with  a  new  form 
of  procedure;  and  this  Supreme  Court  would 
be  more  supreme  in  respect  to  a  certain  class  of 


cases  than  any  Court  at  present  in  the  colony. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  great 
importance  of  the  Bill,  and  they  should  proceed 
with  great  caution  in  making  such  a  change  as  was 
proposed.  Nevertheless  he  did  not  deny  that  there 
might  be  good  occasion  for  special  means  being 
adopted  to  deal  with  the  cases  which  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  described.  He  thought  that 
a  Bill  of  such  importance  ought  not  to  be  brought 
in  by  a  private  member  of  the  House,  but  by 
the  Government.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that 
the  Government  had  had  sufficient  time  to  enable 
them  to  give  that  attention  to  this  Bill  which  its 
great  importance  demanded,  and,. that  being  so, 
the  Gt>vemment  were  in  a  difllculty  in  the  mat- 
ter. They  had  determined  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  or,  at  any  rate,  not  to  oppose 
the  second  reading,  upon  the  distinct  under- 
standing that  very  considerable  alteration  would 
most  certainly  have  to  be  made  in  the  Bill  in 
Committee.  And  they  also  reserved  to  them- 
selves the  right,  if  they  thought  proper,  of  dis- 
countenancing the  passing  of  the  Bill  altogether. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  likely  that  they  would  ' 
adopt  that  course :  it  was  more  likely  that  they 
woiUd  propose  improvements  in  Committee.  It 
was  just  possible  that,  after  more  mature  con- 
sideration than  they  had  yet  been  able  to  give  to 
the  Bill,  they  might  discountenance  the  passing 
of  the  Bill  in  its  present  form.  He  would  point 
out  that  the  Bill,  so  far  as  ho  had  been  able  to 
gather,  did  not  prescribe  that  the  new  Court 
should  only  have  jurisdiction  within  a  certain  dis- 
trict, but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  apply  to 
the  whole  colony  in  so  far  as  cases  of  this  class 
were  concerned.  He  thought  it  quite  possible  that 
the  suggestion  would  be  made  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  it  ought  to  be  confined  to  some 
special  district  or  districts,  and  possibly  also  that 
it  ought  to  be  confined  to  litigants  who  desired  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  Court.  He  only  threw 
out  these  suggestions.  At  the  present  moment 
he  was  prepared  to  say  that  the  Government 
were  willing  to  agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  on  the  understanding  that  improvements 
would  be  made  in  it  in  Committee,  and  that  they 
reserved  the  right  to  make  such  improvements  as 
they  thought  necessary. 

Captain  RUSSELL  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
Government  would  not  object  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill.  He  agreed  most  thoroughly  with 
what  the  Native  Minister  had  said.  He  thought 
the  honorable  member,  when  he  introduced  the 
Bill,  did  not  do  justice  to  it  when  he  led  the 
House  to  believe  that  the  measure  was  to  apply 
only  to  districts  on  the  East  Coast.  There 
coidd  bo  no  question  that  the  Bill  applied  to 
the  whole  colony.  If  the  Bill  proved  effica- 
cious in  its  working  it  would  affect  all  parts  of 
the  colony.  He  thought  the  suggestion  of  the 
Native  Minister,  that  the  Bill  should  be  permis- 
sive in  its  character,  was  a  question  which  they 
might  very  fairly  consider.  There  were  two  or 
three  things  in  the  Bill  to  which  he  should  him- 
self strongly  object;  but  he  thought  the  prin-. 
ciple  involved  in  the  Bill  was  good.  They  should 
endeavour  to  bring  about  a  settlement  of  the 
litigation  which  had  been  going  on  for  the  laet 
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seren  or  eight  years.  There  were  many  instances 
of  disputes  in  conneotion  with  the  purchase  of 
NatiTO  lands  on  the  East  Coast  which  sliould  be 
brought  to  tt  termination  ;  and,  unless  they  had 
some  Bill  expressly  providing  a  Court  for  that 
purpose,  litigation  was  likely  to  go  on  for  some 
years  to  come.  He  would  distinctly  guard  him- 
self against  saying  that  he  should  support  the 
Bill  as  it  at  present  stood.  There  were  various 
features  in  the  Bill  which  he  spoke  against  when 
a  similar  Bill  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Bees  in  1877. 
He  objected  to  the  clause  which  provided  that 
the  litigants  might  each  appoint  an  Assessor. 
That  would  manifestly  be  a  perversion  of  justice. 
In  many  cases  the  grantees  were  two  hundred  in 
number,  and  if  the  parties  to  a  suit  were  each 
allowed  to  appoint  an  Assessor  with  judicial 
power  it  would  be  manifestly  unfair,  because,  on 
the  other  side,  Europeans  would  only  have  the 
power  of  appointing  one  Assessor.  These  were 
details  which  might  be  considered  when  the  Bill 
went  into  Committee.  It  was  clear  that  there 
should  be  some  Bill  introduced  t^  put  a  stop  to 
the  ruinous  litigation  that  had  been  going  on  for 
a  number  of  years  past.  On  that  ground  alone 
he  would  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  McDonald  had  only  a  few  words  to  say 
with  regard  to  the  observations  of  the  Native 
Minister.  With  respect  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
he  might  mention  that  the  passing  of  the  mea- 
sure proposed  would  be  a  long  way  instrumental 
in  saving  expense  to  the  colony  in  matters  of  liti- 
gation over  Native  titles.  It  was  only  the  other  day 
that  a  case  had  to  be  brought  from  Poverty  Bay 
to  Wellington  to  be  tried.  There  were  as  many 
as  ten  or  twelve  Natives  brought  down,  and  five 
or  six  Europeans ;  so  that  considerable  cost  had 
been  incurred.  With  regard  to  the  Bill  applying 
to  the  whole  Island,  lie  was  quite  willing  that  it 
should  apply  only  to  the  East  Coast  District,  if 
the  desire  was  that  it  should  be  permissive  in  its 
operation. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  committed 
this  day  week, 

Major  TE  WHEORO  intimated  that  he  had 
something  to  say  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  He 
thought  it  affected  the  whole  colony.  He  looked 
upon  it  as  being  rather  a  good  Bill ;  but  he  was 
doubtful  as  to  whether  it  provided  for  any  juries 
such  as  Supreme  Court  juries.  Ho  bad  witnessed 
proceedings  in  the  Supreme  Court  where  juries 
had  acted  unfairly.  There  was  one  case  in  Auck- 
land in  which  a  jury  acted  very  unjustly  in  a 
Supreme  Court  case.  A  Maori  had  a  law  case 
there  concerning  a  cow;  and  they  disposed  of  the 
case  in  a  very  summary  manner,  giving  it  against 
the  Maori,  although  he  was  in  the  right.  He 
was  afraid  this  Act  might  include  jurors'  powers. 
He  would  wait  until  he  saw  the  amendments 
that  might  be  made  in  this  Bill :  then  he  would 
offer  his  opinion.  He  liked  the  Bill  on  account 
of  its  raising  a  question  of  lands  which  were  in 
dispute  between  the  Maoris  and  Europeans  at  the 
present  time.  He  thought  that,  when  the  Bill 
was  in  Committee,  a  clause  should  be  inserted  so 
as  to  prevent  anything  arising  like  the  case  in 
Auckland  he  had  just  alluded  to. 
Captain  SutseU 


Mr.  TOMOANA  had  something  to  say  about 
the  Bill.  He  approved  of  this  Bill.  He  would 
urge  upon  the  members  of  the  House  to  support 
it.  There  were  certain  things  in  this  Bill  which 
had  been  long  desired  by  the  Maoris  concerning 
their  troubles.  It  would  relieve  the  whole  of  the 
Island,  which  had  been  crying  out  against  cer- 
tain  grievances.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  great 
boon  indeed  to  the  Maori  race  were  it  pmed. 
The  Maori  people  would  feel  very  glad,  and  re- 
joice at  it.  If  this  Bill  were  passed,  nothing 
detrimental  to  their  interests  ought  to  be  put 
into  it.  Let  it  not  be  like  a  fish-hook — the  bait 
outside,  and  the  hook  inside.  Let  it  only  be  the 
bait,  so  as  to  lead  to  the  welfare  of  the  people. 
He  waB  willing  that  this  Bill  should  go  into 
Committee,  because  there  were  several  things  in 
it  which  he  approved  of  heartily.  There  would 
be  several  in  the  Committee  who  understood  the 
question  thoroughly,  and  who  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  guarding  it  carefully  as  it  passed. 
They  would  then  be  able  to  ascertain  whether 
there  were  not  points  in  it  which  might  be  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  a  bait  enclosing  a  hook. 
If  this  Bill  were  passed,  it  would  be  a  very  good 
thing  for  the  people. 

Mr.  TAWHAI  said  he  was  in  favour  of  this 
Bill ;  but  it  would,  he  thought,  be  better  if 
clauses  7  and  8  were  altered  slightly,  becaoae 
they  provided  that,  if  there  were  two  Assessors, 
one  must  agree  with  the  Judse,  and  also,  if  there 
were  more  Assessors,  that  the  majority  should 
agree  with  the  Judge.  He  would  like  these 
ckuses  carefully  considered.  He  thought  that,  if 
the  Assessors  agreed  with  the  Judge,  then  that 
decision  should  be  given.  He  did  not  think  the 
law  should  influence  the  Assessor  in  giving  his 
decision  as  he  thought  fit.  But  he  thought  that> 
on  the  whole,  this  Bill  would  greatly  tend  to 
alleviate  their  sufferings.  More  Natives  should 
be  included  amongst  the  jurors.  They  should  be 
able  to  assist  in  alleviating  the  troubles  arising 
through  them,  as  they  were  a  troublesome  race. 
They  should  try  to  follow  under  the  laws  which 
had  been  made  for  the  two  races.  He  agreed 
with  the  principal  part  of  the  Bill. 

LICENSING  BILL  (No.  2). 

ADJOUBNED   DEBATE. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  said  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing, as  in  the  case  of  the  Bill  introduced  by  tlie 
honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Acton 
Adams),  that  it  was  altogether  out  of  place  for 
a  private  member  to  introduce  a  measure  of  this 
kind.  It  dealt  with  a  subject  which  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  into  their  consideration  dur- 
ing the  recess,  with  a  view  to  the  preparation 
of  a  comprehensive  measure.  This  Bill  touched 
upon  two  or  three  portions  only  of  the  Licens- 
ing Act.  It  related  to  petitions,  to  the  grant- 
ing of  new  licenses,  to  the  formation  of  nev 
districts,  to  compensation,  and  to  a  few  general 
provisions ;  but  he  might  point  out  that  the  out- 
cry against  the  present  licensing  system — and 
there  was  an  outcry — was  against  the  licenaing  dis- 
tricts. The  House  was  aware  that  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  there  was  a  Local  Option  Bill  in 
operation  at  the  present  time,  but  it  was  Teiy 
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difficult  to  put  the  machinerj  of  that  Bill  in 
motion  on  Dccount  of  the  largeness  of  the  dis* 
tricts,  and  tlio  inability  of  the  people  to  work 
those  districts  satisfactorily.  The  consequence 
was  that  the  Bill  was  inoperatiTe.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  part  of  this  Bill  which  took  that 
matter  up  was  really  the  most  essential  part ; 
but  he  could  not  say  that  ho  approred  of  the 
districts  as  they  were  de6ned  in  the  Bill.  Turn- 
ing to  clause  3,  it  spoke  of  counties,  and  said 
that  the  word  "  county  "  meant  a  county  consti- 
tuted  under  the  Counties  Act.  It  also  spoke  of 
borouglis,  road  districts,  and  Road  Boards;  and, 
if  they  looked  into  the  matter  carefully,  they 
would  find  that  they  might  get  into  a  very 
awkward  difficulty  ;  and  he  would  tell  the  House 
why.    Clause  8  said, — 

"From  and  after  the  commencement  of  this 
Act  no  new  publicans*  licenses,  except  for  pre- 
mises in  respect  of  which  a  license  is  held  and  is 
in  force  at  the  aforesaid  time,  shall  he  granted 
until  the  ratepayers  of  the  district  shall  hare 
previously  determined,  in  manner  hereinafter 
provided." 

That  specially  related  to  ratepayers.  Clauses 
9  and  II  also  related  to  ratepayers.  Clause  14 
spoke  of  the  electoral  roll,  and  said  that, — 

"In  districts  where  no  ratepayers'  roll  is  in 
force,  the  Clerk  of  the  Licensing  Court  of  the 
district  shall  make  out  a  list  of  all  those  persons 
whose  names  appear  on  the  roll  of  electors  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatires  for 
the  electoral  district  wherein  the  licensing  district 
or  any  part  thereof  is  comprised,  in  respect  of 
any  qualification  situate  within  the  district  last 
mentioned." 

That  clause  specially  related  to  electors.  And 
in  clause  17  the  term  "residents"  was  used. 
What  he  wished  to  point  out  was,  that  there 
were  three  classes  of  persons  who  were  entitled 
to  vote — first,  the  ratepayer,  who  might  not  be  a 
resident  of  the  district ;  next,  persons  who  were 
on  the  electoral  roll  only,  which  would  exclude 
many  residents  of  the  district;  and  then, if  the 
residents,  male  and  female,  came  in,  there  would 
be  a  complete  mix-up.  The  Bill  would  be  an 
extraordinary  one,  and  there  was  really  no  neces- 
sity for  forcing  it  on,  as  the  present  Act  was  a 
far  better  one  in  this  respect.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  had  confined 
biihself  to  improving  the  districts,  he  might  hare 
made  the  present  Bill  a  workable  and  acceptable 
measure— one  which  would  have  served  all  press- 
ing requirements  until  a  thorough  out-and-out  Bill 
for  the  whole  colony  was  brought  forward.  If 
honorable  members  would  look  at  clause  7,  they 
would  see  that  the  whole  bearing  of  the  Bill  was 
very  unjust.  It  asked  the  House  to  do  what  he 
was  sure  it  would  never  do.    It  said, — 

"From  and  after  the  commencement  of  this 
Act,  a  publican's  license  for  any  premises  that 
have  not  been  previou!«ly  licensed  shall  be  granted 
only  at  the  quarterly  licensing  meetings  to  be 
held  in  (he  month  of  June  in  each  year." 

He  could  not  help  thinking  that  that  was  a 
great  injustice.  The  Bill  set  out  with  a  proposal 
to  place  the  power  in  the  hands  of  the  people, 
and  yet  it  deprived  them  of  the  exercise  of  that 
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'  power  for  a  specified  time.    It  meant  that  any 

I  person,  no  matter  what  circumstances  might  sur- 

[  round  him,  no  matter  how  anxious   the  people 

I  might  be  that  a  license  be  given,  no  matter  if  the 

district   were  polled,  could  only  get  the  license 

'  in  one  month  of  the  jear.     He  thought  that  was 

i  very  unfair.     Although  he  hod  been  connected 

with  a  body  of  teetotallers  nearly  all  his  life,  and 

although  he  was  aware  thtit  there  might  be  some 

eccentric  and  unreasonable  beings  amongst  the 

teetotal  bodies,  he  could  not  allow  it  to  go  abroad 

that  thev  had  not  some  idea  of  justice  amongst 

them.    Then,  clause  8  went  on  to  say, — 

"From  and  after  the  commencement  of  this 
Act,  no  new  publicans'  licenses,  except  for  pre- 
mises in  respect  of  which  a  license  is  held  and  is 
in  force  at  the  aforesaid  time,  shall  be  granted 
until  tlie  ratepayers  of  the  district  shall  have 
previously  determined,   in    manner    hereinafter 

Srovided,    whether  the    number    of  publicans' 
censes  within  the  district  may  or  may  not  be 
increased." 

The  9th  clause  provided, — 

"  The  Chairman  of  the  Licensing  Court  of 
every  licensing  district  wherein  a  ratepayers'  roll, 
as  herein  defined,  is  in  force  shall,  by  public  ad- 
vertisement, appoint  some  convenient  day  in  the 
month  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight* 
hundred  and  eiehty,  and  thereafter  at  the  same 
time  in  every  thirel  year,  but  not  earlier  than 
fourteen  days  after  the  first  publication  of  the 
aforesaid  adrertisement,  for  taking  the  aforesaid 
determination  of  (he  ratepayers  by  a  poll  to  be 
taken  in  manner  prescribed  by  *  The  Kegulation 
of  Local  Elections  Act,  1876,*  which,  for  this 
purpose,  is  hereby  incorporated  with  this  Act." 

If  there  was  anything  unreasonable  in  the  Bill 
it  was  this  clause,  and  he  was  surprised  that  the 
House  should  be  asked  to  pass  such  a  clause.  That 
whole  districts  should  be  shut  out  from  getting 
a  publichouse  for  a  period  of  three  years  was,  if 
the  people  indicated  by  a  poll  vote  that  they  were 
willing  to  have  a  publichouse,  very  unfair ;  while 
it  was  equally  unfair,  on  the  other  side,  that,  ii 
there  was  an  objectionable  house  or  houoes  in  a 
district,  they  could  not  be  got  rid  of.  It  was  a 
great  objection  to  the  Bill  that  people  in  a  parti- 
cular neighbourhood  would  not  have  the  power 
of  removing  an  objectionable  house — that  the 
Schedule  to  the  Bill  only  contained  these  two 
lines :  "  I  vote  that  the  number  of  publicans' 
licenses  in  the  district  may  be  increased;"  and 
"  I  vote  that  the  number  of  publicans'  licenses  in 
the  district  may  not  be  increased."  If  that  were 
the  only  alternative  for  the  people  to  decide  upon, 
he  could  not  but  think  that  a  great  injustice 
might  be  done,  because  the  wishes  of  the  people — 
which  he  took  to  be  the  whole  principle  of  local 
option — would  be  often  entirely  set  at  naught. 
Ue  pointed  this  out,  not  because  he  anticipated 
that  this  Bill  would  be  passed,  but  because  he 
wished  that  the  House  should  express  itself  so 
that  the  G-overnment  might  perfectly  understand 
what  the  feelings  of  the  House  were,  and,  when 
they  introduced  a  new  Licensing  Act,  it  would  be 
in  the  way  of  meeting  the  wishes  of  the  House, 
and  be  a  far  more  satisfactory  one  than  that  now 
in  force.    This  Bill  would  not  be  satisfiEustorr,  be- 
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cause  it  waa  unreasonable.  Both  parties  Tranted 
to  understand  each  otbcr,  and  (ben  the  House 
would  be  able  to  agree  upon  a  measure  whicb 
would  be  reasonable  and  fair.  There  was  another 
matter  to  which  he  wished  to  allude.  Clause  5 
provided, — 

"  Tlie  licensing  districts,  for  all  purposes  of 
the  licensing  laws,  shall  henceforth  be  identical 
and  conterminous  respectirelj  with  existing  and 
future — 

"  (1.)  Boroughs ; 

"  (2.)  Wards  of  boroughs  ; 

"  (3.)  Kidings  of  counties  ; 

"  (4.)  Boad  districts  outside  counties ; 

"  (5.)  Such  other  districts  in  part«  of  the  colony 
not  comprised  within  any  of  the  foregoing 
which  the  Goyemor  in  Council  is  hereby 
authorized  to  constitute,  and  to  vary,  abo- 
lish, and  reconstitute  from  time  to  time, 
as  may  seem  fitting. 

"  Provided  always  that  the  GoTemor  in  Council, 
as  he  thinks  convenient,  may  group  any  number 
of  ridings  of  counties  or  road  districts  respec- 
tively into  one  district,  and  from  time  to  time 
may  subdivide,  alter,  abolish,  and  reconstitute 
such  districts." 

The  great  objection  to  the  present  Licensing 
Act  was,  that  the  districts  were  completely  un- 
workable ;  and  he  thought  that  this  provision 
would  be  but  little  improvement,  if  any,  upon 
that  now  in  force.  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  no  system  would  be  satisfactory  which  had 
not  for  its  basis  the  plan  introduced  by  Sir 
William  Fox  to  the  notice  of  the  House — 
namely,  that  all  districts  should  radiate  from  a 
centre,  the  centre  being,  iu  all  cases,  the  house 
for  which  legblation  waa  sought.  If  a  system  of 
that  sort  were  adopted,  it  would  be  acceptable; 
but  the  idea  contained  in  this  Bill,  of  iutroduc- 
ing  the  borough  and  ward  system,  was  most  ob- 
jectionable, and  for  this  reason :  Let  members 
imagine  a  borough  divided  into  quarters.  A  per- 
son might  wish  to  erect  a  house  just  inside  the 
comer  of  one  ward  and  very  close  to  comers  of 
the  three  other  wards  :  while  in  one  district  the 
bouse  would  be  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  three  other  districts,  all  of  which  might  be 
deeply  concerned,  nevertheless  these  three  dis- 
tricts would  hare  no  voice  whatever  in  saying 
whether  the  house  should  or  should  not  be 
erected,  on  account  of  the  proposed  ward  system 
and  the  peculiar  circumstances  connected  with  its 
sitaation.  Such  a  provision  would  therefore  not 
bs  satisfactory.  He  wished  to  see  districts  work- 
able ;  and  to  be  workable  they  must  be  reduced 
from  the  present  size.  From  what  he  had  sug- 
gested, it  would  be  seen  that,  if  this  Bill  should 
become  law,  it  would  not  accomplish  the  ends 
which  the  present  Act  was  intended  to  secure, 
and  which  the  mover  of  the  present  Bill  desired. 
He  was  sure  the  House  would  give  the  matter  full 
attention,  but  he  was  afraid  there  was  no  possi- 
bility of  passing  the  matter  through  this  session. 
There  was  another  matter  to  which  he  might 
refer,  and  it  was  a  provision  in  clause  18  : — 

"  Every  petition  or  memorial  having  reference 
to  the  granting,  renewal,  or  removal  of  a  pub- 
lican's Ucense  shall  have,  in  addition  to  each 
Mr.  Andrewi 


signature  thereon,  a  statement  of  the  age,  and  the 
actual  distance  from  the  premises  intended  to  be 
affected  by  such  petition  or  memorial  of  the  resi- 
dence or  property,  of  each  person  signing  the 
sapie." 

That  was  a  very  difficult  provision  for  any  per- 
son to  satisfy.  The  (rouble,  annoyance,  and 
expense  of  collecting  all  those  particulars  would 
be  considerable ;  but  he  observed  that  an  amend- 
ment was  given  notice  of  which  would  modify  the 
clause.  The  latter  part  of  the  clause  was  as  fol- 
lows :  "The  Licensing  Court  shall,  on  receiving 
any  such  petition  or  memorial  as  aforesaid,  erase 
therefrom  all  names  whereto  the  foregoing  par- 
ticulars are  not  appended."  Then  the  19th  clause 
was, — 

"The  Licensing  Court  shall,  in  each  case,  at 
their  discretion,  determine  what  is  to  be  deemed 
'  the  neighbourhood'  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act, 
and  shall  take  such  measures,  by  receiving  evi- 
dence or  otherwise,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  de- 
termine the  number  of  residents  and  ratepayers 
therein." 

He  took  it  that  that  meant  that  the  persons 
who  intended  to  apply  for  a  license  would  first 
have  to  consider  what  would  be  the  neighbour- 
hood, and,  having  arrived  at  some  conclusion, 
they  would  take  a  poll,  and  then,  when  the  mat- 
ter was  brought  before  the  Licensing  Bench,  the 
Court  would  have  to  decide  who,  of  those  persons 
who  might  have  polled  against  the  license,  should 
be  entitled  to  have  their  votes  calculated.  He 
could  not  see  how  that  clause  could  work  nicely. 
It  was  a  very  troublesome  point,  and  he  was  not 
prepared  to  suggest  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 
He  believed  the  simplest  way  would  be  to  strike 
out  the  greater  part  of  the  whole  Bill,  and  leave 
it  simply  to  deal  with  the  definition  of  districts ; 
but  even  that  provision  would  require  amend- 
ment. The  next  point  to  which  he  would  allude 
was  that  of  compensation.  He  saw,  by  the 
Supplementary  Order  Paper,  that  it  was  proposed 
to  strike  out  clauses  20  and  21 ;  and  that  left  the 
Bill  to  deal  altogether  with  new  houses,  and,  if 
that  was  so,  he  did  not  see  that  there  would  be 
any  objection  to  it.  Compensation,  no  doabt, 
was  one  of  the  most  difficult  things  the  House 
had  to  deal  with,  and  he  could  not  approve  either 
of  the  old  clause  or  of  the  new  clause.  Clauee  21 
provided, — 

"  The  compensation  to  be  paid  in  any  case  &f  a 
license  that  is  abolished  as  aforesaid  sliall,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court,  be  estimated  either — (I.) 
At  the  difierence  made  in  the  value  of  any  premises 
by  the  taking  away  of  the  license ;  or  (2.)  At 
the  difference  between  the  value  of  the  interest  of 
the  parties  respectively  having  a  beneficial  inter- 
est (exclusive  of  the  good- will  of  the  business)  in 
the  said  premises  at  the  time  the  license  is  ta^^i 
away,  and  the  value  of  such  interest  respectiTelj 
after  the  license  has  been  taken  away." 

And  the  new  clause  read  thus : — 
"  The  owner  of  and  every  other  person  haring 
any  beneficial  interest  in  any  publicbouse  the 
license  for  which  shall  be  taken  away  or  be 
abolished  under  the  powers  conferred  in  clskose 
seventeen  of  this  Act,  shall  be  entitled  to  fuU 
compensation  for  bU.  loss  of  value  which  be  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1879.]       Lieensing  Bill  {No.  2).      [HOUSE.]         Licensing  Bill  (No,  2).         631 


they  may  sustain  in  the  premiees,  exclusire  of  the 
Talue  of  the  good-will  of  the  husines?,  which  shall 
in  no  case  be  taken  into  consideration  in  the 
assessment  of  compensation  ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Licensing  Court  to  cause  such  com- 
pensation to  be  assessed  in  such  manner  as  such 
Court  shall  direct." 

That  clause  was  much  worse  than  the  original. 
He  could  never  vote  for  a  clause  to  give  com- 
pensation to  every  person  beneficially  interested 
in  a  publichouse.  In  certain  cases,  he  would  not 
oppose  compensation.  For  instance,  in  the  case 
of  a  new  house,  where  a  person  was  induced  to 
erect  a  building  for  a  publichouse  in  good  faith, 
from  certain  expressions  from  the  Licensing  Bench, 
and  afterwards  the  people  decided  there  should 
not  be  a  publichouse,  ho  could  understand  that 
there  might  bo  some  right  to  compensation ;  but 
that  new  clause,  which  he  had  quoted,  would 
open  the  door  to  persons  who  had  no  show  of 
right  to  compensation.  On  the  whole,  he  be- 
lieved there  were  a  few  good  suggestions  in  the 
Bill,  but  he  preferred  allowing  the  licensing  law 
to  stand  as  it  was  to  passing  the  Bill ;  and,  be 
might  add,  that  was  the  opinion  of  every  person 
with  whom  he  had  been  in  communication — in 
fact,  he  might  say,  of  the  whole  of  the  temper- 
ance body.  They  preferred  that  the  present  laws 
should  remain  as  they  were  until  such  time  as 
the  Government  could  take  up  the  whole  ques- 
tion. Therefore  he  would  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  PYKE  would  like  to  point  out  several 
defects  in  the  Bill,  in  case  the  honorable  member 
succeeded  in  getting  it  read  a  second  time,  though, 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
(Mr.  Andrews),  he  hoped  the  measure  would  not 
be  allowed  to  go  so  far.  There  were  several  pro- 
visions which  showed  want  of  consideration  on 
the  part  of  the  framer  oX  the  Bill.  In  defining 
licensing  districts,  the  5th  clause  provided  that 
they  should  be  conterminous  with  (1)  boroughs, 
and  (2)  wards  of  boroughs;  but  there  was  no 
provision  made  for  dealing  with  boroughs  small 
in  extent  and  limited  in  population.  There  were 
many  boroughs,  more  especially  upon  the  Otago 
Qold  Fields,  which  were  very  small.  Some 
boroughs  in  existence  probably  did  not  contain 
more  than  two  hundred  inhabitants,  probably  not 
more  than  forty  or  fifty  of  whom  would  bo  rate- 
payers ;  and,  if  every  ward  was  a  separate  licensing 
district,  the  thing  would  be  reduced  to  an  ab- 
surdity. There  should  be  a  provision  that,  where 
a  borough  did  not  contain  more  than  a  certain 
number  of  inhabitants,  the  whole  borough  should 
form  the  licensing  district.  Then,  he  wbhed  to 
as  J  a  few  words  about  the  Licensing  Courts.  The 
present  Courts  were  far  less  fitted  to  perform 
tlie  duties  devolving  upon  them  than  were  the 
Justices  who  formerly  occupied  the  position  of 
Licensing  Commissioners.  It  was  simply  impos- 
sible, in  small  communities,  to  find  a  sufficient 
number  of  suitable  perj^ons  not  connected  with 
the  trade  ;  yet  it  was  one  of  the  conditions  prece- 
dent that  no  person  connected  with  the  trade 
should  sit,  and  the  consequence  was  that  men 
got  on  to  the  Licensing  Bench  who  were  not 
qualified   to    sit   and  deal  with   such    matters 


as  came  before  the  Licensing  Courts.  Some 
means  would  have  to  be  provided  for  getting 
out  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  men  who  were 
really  competent  to  sit  on  the  Licensing  Bench. 
Til  en  the  proposal  iu  the  amended  clauses  which 
were  to  be  substituted  for  sections  20  and  21 
would  open  the  door  to  hundreds  of  applications 
for  compensation  being  made.  There  was  no 
doubt,  if  those  clauses  were  permitted  to  pass, 
and  any  person  having  a  beneficial  interest  in  a 
publichouse  was  entitled  to  compensation  on  its 
being  closed,  there  would  be  no  end  of  claimants, 
and  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  have  to  put 
unknown  sums  on  the  estimates  every  year  to 
meet  the  possible  demands  that  might  be  made 
upon  him  by  publicans  who,  in  order  to  reduce 
their  numbers  without  any  loss  to  themselves, 
would  be  very  glad  to  get  their  licenses  cancelled, 
and  would  themselves  take  steps  to  have  them 
taken  away.  Then  there  were  the  local  bodies. 
If  their  funds  were  to  be  interfered  with  in  this 
way,  l»ow  were  they  to  carry  on  their  work  ?  This 
was,  after  all,  nothing  but  a  matter  of  business. 
If  it  did  not  pay  a  man  to  carry  on  the  trade,  let 
him  go  out  of  it ;  and  do  not  let  him  come  to 
this  House  for  compensation,  for  he  would  make 
a  very  good  thing  out  of  that.  He  could  see  that 
the  door  would  be  opened  to  a  great  deal  of  evil 
if  these  clauses  were  agreed  to.  Then  the  fees 
proposed  would  not  bear  investigation.  What 
was  the  amount  to  be  ?  "  Town  licenses,  £40." 
That  was  reducing  the  fee  to  be  paid  in  large 
townships  by  £10,  and  it  simply  meant  crushing 
the  people  who  carried  on  this  business  in  small 
towns.  Large  fees  might  answer  very  well  in  large 
towns  like  Wellington,  Christchurch,  and  Dun- 
edin,  and  other  places  along  the  coast ;  but  in  the 
small  towns  up-country  it  simply  meant  shutting 
up  these  houses  altogether.  That  was  simply  a 
piece  of  cruelty.  Again,  there  were  accommoda- 
tion licenses.  What  was  meant  by  them  he  could 
not  exactly  see,  and  it  was  not  explained  in  the 
Bill.  He  supposed  what  were  meant  were  licenses 
to  be  granted  to  houses  at  a  distance  from  towns — 
wayside  publichouses,  in  fact,  which  were  a  great 
accommodation  to  travellers.  Ten  pounds  was  a 
great  deal  too  much  to  charge  those  houses  ns 
a  license  fee.  Five  pounds  was  quite  enough. 
Many  of  these  houses  were  most  useful,  and 
could  not  very  well  be  got  rid  of.  The  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  very  properly 
drew  attention  to  the  feeling  of  compassion  which 
was  got  up  for  persons  who  built  publichouses  and 
failed  to  get  their  licenses.  That  was  a  thing 
which  was  constantly  occurring.  A  man  built  a 
house  and  applied  for  a  license,  and  was  re- 
fused ;  then  ho  applied  again,  and  was  again 
refused ;  and  then  a  feeling  of  compassion  was 
got  up :  "Oh!  look  at  this  poor  man.  See  all  the 
expense  he  has  been  put  to,  and  yet  he  cannot  get 
his  license."  The  remedy  was  very  clear  and 
plain.  There  should  be  a  provision  in  the  Act 
by  which  conditional  licenses  could  be  granted 
upon  the  production  of  a  plan  of  the  intended 
premises,  and  great  care  should  be  taken  that  the 
conditions  were  strictly  carried  out  before  the 
final  license  was  granted.  Let  a  man  go  to  the 
Bench  and  say,  **  Here  is  a  plan  of  my  housOi 
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allowing  the  bedrooms  and  sitting-rooms,  and  bar 
and  stables,  and  so  on.  I  propose  to  build  ac- 
cording to  that  plan,  and  I  ask  for  a  conditional 
license."  If  lie  then  went  on  and  failed  to  carrjr 
out  the  conditions,  and  did  not  get  bis  license, 
none  of  this  spurious  sympathy  and  oompas.^on 
could  be  got  up  for  him.  He  would  know  that  if 
he  did  not  fulfil  the  conditions  he  would  hare  no 
chance  of  getting  a  licence,  and  then  he  could  put 
in  no  claim  for  compensation.  However,  he  would 
not  detain  the  House  any  longer,  and  would 
simply  say  that,  as  he  was  thoroughly  opposed  to 
the  Bill,  he  would  rote  against  it. 

Mr.  DICK  thought  the  honorable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  must  have  thought  himself  in 
peculiar  company  when  he  found  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunstan  supporting  him  in  his  oppo- 
sition \o  this  Bill. 

Mr.  PYKE.—Why? 

Mr.  DICK  knew  the  honorable  gentleman  did 
not  profess  to  be  leagued  with  the  teetotallers 
in  the  colony,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
ChrieiA;hurch  City  spoke  as  a  leading  member 
of  that  body.  He  almost  thought  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  must  have  im- 
agined he  (Mr.  Andrews)  had  made  some  mistake 
in  the  remarks  he  addressed  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  have  been  an  advocate  of  a 
Local  Option  Bill,  in  one  shape  or  another,  ever 
since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  DICK  was  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  it, 
because,  in  that  case,  tlie  teetotallers  had  very 
strong  support.  He  did  not  ppeak  as  a  teetotaller 
himself  upon  this  Bill,  but  ho  spoke  as  one  who 
felt  that  there  was  a  very  great  necessity  for 
taking  steps  to  restrict  the  sale  of  spirits  and 
wines  throughout  the  country.  That  feeling  had 
gained  strength  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in 
almost  every  civilized  country  in  the  world.  A 
very  strong  feeling  had  got  abroad  in  England 
that  there  must  be  restriction  somehow,  and  that 
local  option  must  be  encouraged  and  supported. 
A  report  was  laid  before  the  House  of  Lords 
lately  which  showed  clearly  that  the  feeling  in 
the  country  tended  that  way.  He  was  very  glad 
to  see  that  tlie  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
had  brought  forward  a  Local  Option  Bill  which 
would  be  workable.  The  existing  law  did  cer- 
tainly provide  to  a  certain  extent  for  local  option, 
but  the  districts  were  so  large  that  the  measure 
was  unworkable,  and  the  principal  provision  of 
the  present  Bill  was  to  enable  that  portion  of  the 
existing  Act  to  come  into  operation.  It  made 
local  option  to  a  certain  extent  a  reality,  and  not, 
as  it  was  at  present,  a  mere  sham.  lie  was  sur- 
prised that  the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  should,  under  these  circumstances,  desire  to 
throw  out  the  Bill,  and  let  things  remain  as  they 
were  rather  than  accept  a  Bill  which  was  not 
complete.  The  Bill  might  not  be  complete  ;  but 
it  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  in  that 
respect  it  should  be  encouraged.  The  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  took  exception  to  a 
considerable  number  of  the  clauses  ;  but  those 
were  simply  matters  of  detail  which,  if  the  Bdl 
went  into  Committee,  could  easily  be  taken  up 
and  considered.  For  instance,  the  honorable 
gentleman  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  difficulty 
Jfr.  Fifk$ 


about  the  ratepayers  being  the  persons  who  were 
to  have  a  vote  in  reference  to  licensing  public- 
houses.  But  there  was  no  alternative.  You 
must  have  the  ratepayers,  and,  in  places  where 
there  were  no  ratepayers,  you  must  hsTe  the 
electors.  It  was  impossible  to  legislate  for  iho 
same  class  of  people  in  every  circumstance. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  said  the  present  Act  pro- 
vided  for  residents  and  not  for  either  ratepayers 
or  electors. 

Mr.  DICK.— If  so,  and  the  honorable  member 
thought "  residents  "  was  a  better  expression  than 
"ratepayers"  or  "electors,"  let  him  sutwtitute  that 
word  in  Committee.  That  was  quite  an  insuffi- 
cient reason  for  voting  against  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  He  was  also  surprised  to  hear  the 
honorable  gentleman  object  to  the  7th  d&asa. 
The  honorable  gentleman  being  a  total  abstainer, 
it  miglit  have  been  expected  that  he  would  or^oe 
strongly  against  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  in 
any  shape,  because  they  were  injurious  to  health, 
and  that  he  would  say,  "  By  all  means  reduc-e 
the  number  of  times  when  people  can  vote  to 
establish  houses  in  which  they  could  get  drink." 
Onco  a  year  was  quite  often  enough,  even  in  a 
growing  country  like  this,  to  give  leave  to  erect 
publichouses  in  a  district.  The  next  clauses  were 
ale>o  objected  to  by  the  honorable  gentleman  on 
the  same  ground,  that  opportunities  were  not 
given  often  enough  to  parties  to  apply  for  licenses. 
Then,  with  reference  to  clause  5,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  that  clause  was  very  much  in  the  spirit  of  & 
Bill  which  was  brought  in  two  sessions  ago  by  a 
gentleman  who  was  a  leading  member  of  the  total 
abstinence  body — Mr.  Stout.  The  words  were  al- 
most a  transcript  of  that  gentleman's  Bill — except 
that  "wards'*  was  added  as  well  as  "boroughs" 
— which  had  the  support  of  the  total  abstainers, 
and  was  encouraged  by  them.  The  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  must  have  received 
some  new  light,  or  perhaps  he  intended  to  pro- 
pose in  Committee  some  new  way  of  putting  this. 
If  the  honorable  gentleman  then  suggest^  any 
amendment  it  comd  be  considered.  As  to  the 
compensation  clause,  he  was  not  quite  clear  as  to 
the  way  it  was  put  now ;  but  he  thought  t^e 
proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cbevic^ 
that  nothing  should  be  paid  for  the  good-will 
was  an  improvement.  He  could  not  agree  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan  that  und<7 
no  cii-cumstances  should  compensation  be  paid. 
They  all  knew  that  persons  put  up  housea  of 
accommodation — expensive  buildings — to  suit  the 
requirements  of  the  Licensing  Benches.  That 
being  so,  they  had  of  necessity  a  claim  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  but  he  would  not  like  to  say  how  far. 
He  thought  it  should  be  to  a  very  limited  extent, 
because  licenses  were  only  from  year  to  year, 
although  there  was  a  tacit  underitanding  that,  if 
the  houses  were  properly  conducted,  the  licenses 
should  be  renewed.  The  honorable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  also  objected  to  clause  IS.  He 
agreed  with  him  to  a  certain  extent.  There  was 
a  proposed  improvement,  but  that  improrement 
did  not  suit  his  view.  But  there  was  another 
suggestion,  which  he  thought  would  meet  the 
diiliculty.  The  promoter  of  this  Bill  suggested, 
in  clause  19,  that  there  should  be  a  dafiniUoo 
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made  by  the  Licensing  Board,  before  tbe  time  of 
licensing,  as  to  what  a  *'  neighbourhood  **  was,  and 
that  two  months'  notice  should  bo  giren  of  the 
definition  of  a  neighbourhood.  Now,  he  thought 
the  matter  would  be  made  right  if  the  following 
alteration  were  made :  Instead  of  *'  shall  hare, 
in  addition  to  each  signature  thereon,  a  state- 
ment of  tbe  age,  and  the  actual  distance  from  the 
premises  intended  to  be  affected  bj  such  petition 
or  memorbl  of  the  residence  or  property,  of  each 
person  signing  the  same,"  to  insert  "  shall  be 
signed  only  by  persons  residing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  house  in  respect  of  which  a  license  is 
sought."  The  honorable  member  for  Dunstan  ob- 
jected to  Licensing  Courts.  He  (Mr.  Dick)  did 
not  like  their  constitution,  because  they  might 
haye  a  good  Licensing  Court  in  one  district  and 
a  bad  one  in  another.  In  one  district  gentle- 
men might  be  sitting  on  the  bench  who  supported 
the  Tiews  of  total  abstainers,  and  refused  licenses 
as  far  as  possible,  and  in  the  next  district  they 
might  find  a  Court  which  thought  it  was  well  to 
ffivo  licenses  to  CTerybody  who  applied  and  who 
had  a  respectable  house.  He  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunstan  that  Licensing 
Courts  were  objectionable,  but  he  would  like  the 
honorable  member  to  propose  a  remedy ;  for  that 
was  the  difficulty.  As  to  the  proposition  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunstan  in  regard  to  new 
houses,  it  seemed  to  him  tliat  it  would  never  do. 
A  conditional  license  to  any  one  who  chose  to  bring 
plans  would  be  a  great  encouragement  to  the 
erection  of  new  publichouses,  and  if  such  condi- 
tional licenses  were  granted  tliey  would  take  away 
from  the  inhabitants  the  power  of  deciding  that 
there  should  be  no  more  publichouses  in  the 
district.  A  person  getting  a  conditional  license 
would  have  a  claim  for  compensation  if  it  were 
refuted.  If  this  Bill  were  carried  he  thou;;ht  it 
should  be  distinctly  stated  that  no  house  licensed 
or  erected  under  this  new  Act  should  have  any 
claim  whatever  for  compensation.  He  thought 
that  compensation  should  only  be  given  to  those 
carrying  on  business  under  the  existing  law. 
There  should  be  a  distinct  understanding  that 
houses  licensed  hereafter  should  consider  that 
they  were  licensed  only  from  year  to  year,  and 
that  they  must  cease  and  determine  without 
compensation  if  the  ratepayers  desired  it  or  the 
Licensing  Bench  considered  it  necessary.  The 
necessity  of  legislation  for  the  encouragement  of 
local  option,  giving  the  neighbourhood  of  public- 
houses  an  opportunity  of  expressing  an  opinion  as 
to  whether  there  should  be  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  these  houses,  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
call  which  the  countij  now  admitted,  and  which 
was  in  the  direction  of  an  improvement  of  the 
morals  of  the  community. 

Mr.  OLIVER  thought  the  BUI  before  the 
House  was  well  intended ;  but  in  all  these  mat- 
ters of  social  reform  it  would  be  far  better  for  the 
reformers  to  go  by  small  steps,  so  that  they  might 
take  the  public  with  them,  and  educate  them  up 
to  their  views.  He  could  not  agree  with  his  col- 
league, the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Dick),  in  his  approval  of  the  latter  part  of 
ibis  Bill.  In  the  former  part,  he  cordially  agreed 
with  him  that  before  any  new  license  was  granted 


the  question  of  granting  or  withholding  should 
be  submitted  to  the  ratepayers.  If  the  advocates 
of  local  option  would  content  themselves  with 
that  as  an  instalment  of  the  larger  measure 
which  they  desired  to  obtain,  they  would  carry 
a  majority,  not  only  of  the  House,  but  of  the 
community,  with  them.  He  would  counsel  the 
honorable  gentleman,  and  those  who  had  in- 
terested themselves  in  this  very  necessary  re- 
form, to  confine  themselves  for  the  present  to 
obtaining  that  instalment.  They  could  not  make 
a  community  sober  by  Act  of  Parliament.  He 
thought,  if  those  honorable  gentlemen  would  con- 
tent themselves  with  going  step  by  step,  a  little 
Bt«p  at  a  time,  they  would  really  sooner  arrive  at 
the  desired  destination  than  bj  any  other  means. 
This  was  not  a  Government  question.  This  Go- 
vernment, like  all  other  Governments  which  had 
preceded  it  for  many  years,  no  doubt  contained 
members  whose  views  differed  as  to  the  propriety 
of  going  the  extreme  length  of  local  option.  For 
his  own  part,  he  recognized  the  desirability  of  a 
reform  in  their  licensing  laws,  and  he  thought 
that,  instead  of  submittiug  to  the  rule  of  Licens- 
ing Commissioners,  or  a  Bench  of  Magistrates, 
it  might  become  necessary  to  appoint  a  Judge 
who  should  have  jurisdiction  over  all  those 
matters,  and  so  furnish  a  tribunal  in  which  tbe 
whole  community  would  have  confidence.  He 
had  no  desire  to  make  a  speech  on  this  question, 
but,  as  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  Bill  would  be 
amended  in  Committee,  and  the  most  objection- 
able clauses  struck  out,  he  would  have  no  ob- 
jection at  all  to  voting  for  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  SP£IGHT  said  that,  like  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Dick),  he  did  not 
speak  as  a  total  abstainer  at  all  on  this  Bill. 
Whatever  a  man's  personal  habits  might  be  in 
regard  to  intoxicants,  he  thought  they  had  a 
duty  to  perform  towards  their  constituents  in 
this  matter.  He  did  not  speak  as  an  abstainer, 
but  as  a  man  who,  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  was  anxious  to  get  a  better  licensing  law 
than  they  had  at  present;  and  he  thought  a 
majority  of  the  House  took  the  same  view,  and 
would  act  upon  the  same  principle.  Matters 
nowadays  had  become  so  simplified  with  regard 
to  the  principle  of  local  option  that  there  was 
now  really  no  necessity  to  speak  in  detail  in 
order  to  support  it,  as  during  the  past  few  years 
public  opinion — not  only  in  this  country,  but  in 
all  other  countries  speaking  their  language,  and 
iu  many  not  speaking  their  language — had  been 
so  educated  upon  this  point  that  there  was  a 
general  concurrence  of  opinion  that  all  la>ws  made 
liilherto  for  the  regulation  of  the  liquor  traffic 
had  not  reached  the  end  designed;  but  that 
local  option  would  aid  in  doing  so.  The  end 
originally  was  the  prevention  of  drunkenness, 
but  the  laws  had  not  reached  that,  and  the  very 
best  of  their  statesmen  found  that  one  of  the 
hardest  problems  to  solve  wa»  how  to  meet  that 
end  by  means  of  a  licensing  law.  Therefore  he 
thought  it  would  do  no  harm,  notwithstanding 
the  lateness  of  the  hour,  if  honorable  gentlemen 
from  both  sides — whatever  their  political  opinions 
might  be,  and  whatever  their  private  habits  might 
be  in  regard  to  intoxicants — gare  a  general  ex- 
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pression  of  opinion  as  to  what  was  the  best  course 
to  follow  in  a  joung  colony  like  this  respecting  a 
matter  of  such  vital  importance  as  the  sobrietj 
of  its  people.  He  thoroughly  appreciated  and  ap- 
proved the  sentiment  eipresfcd  bj  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Oliver).  It  ex- 
pressed in  other  words  what  had  been  formerly 
given  expression  to  by  the  great  Maeaulay — that 
all  great  reforms  were  essentially  of  slow  growth ; 
and  to  this  reform  he  thought  the  maxim  applied. 
It  was  not  right,  reasonable,  or  proper  to  expect 
that  a  people  who  had  habituated  themselves 
to  any  article  of  drink  or  otherwise,  whether  as  a 
luxury  or  as  a  supposed  necessary,  could  have  their 
habits  changed  effectually  by  means  of  laws  alone ; 
but  it  was  quite  right  to  suppose,  notwithstand- 
ing what  the  honorable  gentleman  said  about 
their  not  being  able  to  make  people  sober  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  that  Parliament  could  make  it 
easy  for  the  people  to  follow  virtue,  and  difficult 
for  them  to  follow  vice.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, he  thought  there  was  every  reaton  why 
they  should  apply  themselves,  as  a  Parliament, 
to  speed  the  people  in  the  path  of  virtue.  The 
Bill  itself  had  much  in  it  that  was  deserving  of 
approval,  and  much  that  he  hoped  would  become 
law  ;  but  it  also  contained  a  deal  which  he  hoped 
would  not  become  law  this  session,  or  in  any 
other  session  of  Parliament.  If  he  were  to  sura 
up  his  ideas  shortly  of  the  Bill,  he  would  say 
that  it  contained  three  principles :  it  contained 
a  principle  which  provided  for  the  people  giving 
a  vote  on  the  granting  of  licenses  to  new  houses ; 
it  contained  a  principle  by  which  people  could 
TOte  for  the  withholding  of  licenses  to  old  houses; 
and  it  contained  a  principle  by  which,  in  cases 
of  licenses  withheld,  compensation  should  be  paid 
to  persons  whose  licenses  bad  been  refused.  He 
thought  the  first  principle  was  a  correct  one — 
that  the  people  should  have  the  power,  not  in 
many  years  to  come,  but  at  once,  of  distinctly 
affirming  that  they  would  not  increase  the  num- 
ber of  publiehouses  in  any  given  district.  The 
sooner  that  power  was  given  to  them  under  the 
Statute  law,  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  colony. 
Regarding  compensation,  he  would  say  that,  if  it 
was  proposed  that  they  i>hould  as  a  young  colony 
introduce  into  their  Statute  Book  the  principle 
of  compensation  —  a  principle  which  he  made 
bold  to  state  had  not  been  approred  of  by  any 
country  that  had  had  any  experience  in  this 
matter,  and  a  principle  which  would  never  be 
approved  of  by  any  country  that  dealt  properly 
with  the  people  who  paid  the  taxes  —  apart 
altogether  from  the  point  of  view  that  com- 
pensation was  wrong  in  theory,  which  could 
be  very  easily  and  satisfactorily  proved,  to  pro- 
pose to  take  the  public  funds  of  the  colony  for 
such  a  purpose  was  an  improper  thing,  the  end 
of  which  they  did  not  altogether  see,  and  the 
injurious  effects  of  which  they  did  not  know. 
He  would  refer  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 
The  interpretation  clauses  were  very  good  as  far 
as  they  went.  He  thought,  also,  with  regard  to 
clause  5,  giving  the  definition  of  the  licencing 
districts,  they  Mere  getting  an  instalment  of  that 
which  they  wanted.  The  honorable  member  for 
Christchui-ch  City  (Mr.  Andrews)  thought  chiuse  5 
Mr.  Speight 


was  faulty,  because  it  made  the  borooghi,  wards 
of  boroughs,  ridings  of  counties,  and  road  dis- 
tricts outside  of  counties  licensing  districts— that 
they  did  not  take  a  circle  radiating  from  a  centre, 
that  centre  being  the  house  for  which  the  license 
was  applied  for.     He  would  not  say  that  be  dii- 
agreed   with  the  honorable  gentleman,  but  he 
would  say  this :   that  if  they  meant  to  do  any 
good,  and  put  on  the  Statute  Book  things  that 
they  desired  to  see  carried  out,  they  most  take 
what  they  could  get,  and  go  further  afterwards  ia 
the  same  direction.     It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
definition  of  the  districts  in  the  5th  clause  was 
something  gained  which  they  had  not  had  up  to 
the  present.     Hitherto  large  licensing  districts 
were  marked  out,  much  to  the  inconrenience  of 
the  people  who  took  any  interest  in  the  preven- 
tion of  the  establishment  of  publiehouses.    This 
Bill  provided  that  the  licensing  districts  should 
be  conterminous  with  districts  existing  for  other 
objects.    They  thereby  got  rid  of  a  great  diffi- 
culty— the  difficulty  of  getting  the  districts  well 
defined.    Then  the  still  greater  difficulty  which 
hitherto  existed,  of  taking  the  rotes  of  the  in- 
habitants, was  provided  for  in  a  fairly  approxi- 
mate manner  by  the  Bill.     Formerly  the  onus  was 
thrown  upon  the  people  of  canvassing  for  votes 
in  the  district,  and  of  paying  the  cost  of  preventiog 
further  licenses  being  granted.     They  had  to  go  to 
considerable  difficulty  and  trouble  in  canvassing 
districts  which  were  so  enormous  in  extent  that 
it  took  a  fortnight,  three  weeks,  or  eren  a  month, 
to  canvass  them.     What  was  their  reward  ?    Fre- 
quently they  had  to  go  before    the  licensing 
Bench,  and,   although  they  proved  conclusively 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict were  opposed  to  the    granting  of  licenses, 
yet  the  licenses  had  been  granted.     What  did 
that  ari«e   from?     It   arose   from   two   things: 
first,  from  the  constitution  of  the  Bench  itself, 
and,  scco.idly,  from   the  difficulty  of  providing 
proper  machinery  for  carrying  out  the  will  of 
the  people.    These  two  things  were  met  to  some 
extent  in  this  measure,  particularly  the  latter. 
With  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  Licens- 
ing Benches,  however  faulty  they  might  be — and 
undoubtedly  they  were  very  faulty  as  at  present 
constituted — those  faults  would  become  less  appa- 
rent in  proportion  as  the  people  were  allowed 
to  exercise  their  own  votes  on  the  subject.    Tlie 
matter  would  bo  then  left  less  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Licensing  Bench,  and  to  that  extent  the 
evil  would  be  reduced.    To  show  the  rery  pe- 
culiar position  of  some  of  these  districts,  and 
the   composition  of  the  Licensing  Benches,  he 
would  give  one  case  in  point.     In  a  certain  dis- 
trict, a  license  was  applied  for  at  the  meeting 
ill  June,  1878,  and  refused,  in  consequence  of 
the  receipt  of  a  petition  signed  by  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  adult  inhabitants  of  the  district 
The  petitioners,  however,  undertook  to  provide 
the  necessary  accommodation  for  travellers.    At 
the  September  meeting  the  application  was  re- 
newed, and,  although  a  similar  petition  was  pre- 
sented, and  the  petitioners  proved  that  they  had 
provided  the  accommodation  as  agreed,  the  lieense 
was  granted  on  the  casting  Tote  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, who  took  the  ohair  without  being  voted  to 
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it,  as  there  was  no  regular  Chairman.  The  Chair- 
man was  supported  by  the  rote  of  a  Maori,  intro- 
duced under  the  Outljing  Districts  Sale  of  Spirits 
Act.  The  said  Maori  resides  about  sixty  miles 
from  the  publichouse,  and  has  no  interest  in  the 
district  whatever.  None  of  tl»o  evidence  was 
interpreted  to  him,  and  consequently  he  could 
know  nothing  of  tl»e  merits  of  the  cafe.  The 
other  two  Commissioners  opposed  tlie  license, 
but  were  overruled  by  the  Maori  and  the  Chair- 
man's casting  vote.  The  Chairman,  previous  to 
this,  had  been  employed  some  months  fitting  the 
hotel ;  also,  after  the  license  was  granted,  he  con- 
tinued to  work  at  the  building  for  about  nine 
months.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  was 
totally  unfit  to  occupy  a  place  on  the  Licensing 
Bench.  His  (Mr.  Speight's)  informant  wrote, 
"  I  trust  you  will  use  your  influence  to  obtain 
redress.  These  statements  can  be  verified  on 
application  to  the  other  Commissioners;  and 
numerous  witnesses  can  testify  that  the  Chairman 
is  employed  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time 
in  the  house  for  which  he  assisted  to  obtoin  a 
license."  The  Ucense  was  granted  in  opposition  to 
the  will  of  the  people.  Under  such  a  system  as 
was  proposed  in  this  Bill,  that  could  not  have 
occurred.  If  there  was  protection  guaranteed  to 
the  residents  of  districts  by  the  Government  in 
the  matter  of  issuing  licenses,  such  things  would 
not  be  done  by  the  Licensing  Benches.  Where 
such  a  thing  as  that  happened,  it  was  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  inquire  into  it,  and 
remove  from  the  Licensing;  Bench  the  person 
who  could  have  committed  such  an  act.  The 
roan  who,  on  his  own  motion,  constituted  himself 
Chairman  of  the  Licensing  Bench  and  had  set  at 
defiume  the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  people, 
had  actually  been  employed  for  nine  months  pre- 
viously in  getting  the  house  ready  for  the  license, 
and  after  the  license  was  granted  he  was  still 
further  employed  in  the  house.  No  comment  was 
needed  upon  that  fact.  The  name  of  the  place 
aud  the  persons  referred  to  could  be  had  when 
challenged.  He  did  not  refer  to  this  in  order  to 
get  an  inquiry  into  a  particular  case.  There  were 
cases  all  over  the  country  equally  bad,  or  nearly 
so.  The  fault  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  licensing 
system  was  in  itself  bad,  the  mode  of  issuing 
licenses  was  bad,  and  the  composition  of  the 
Licensing  Benches  was  bad.  They  could  not  pos- 
sibly make  matters  worse  than  they  were  now. 
He  disagreed  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Andrews)  that  they  should 
allow  the  existing  Act  to  remain  as  it  stood,  and 
bring  in  a  comprehensive  measure.  He  considered 
that  any  change  made  in  the  right  direction 
should  be  made  as  quickly  as  possible.  There 
were  evils  arising  from  day  to  day  in  connection 
with  the  liquor  traffic,  and  they  must  be  stamped 
out.  If  the  wfU  of  the  people  was  to  be  exercised 
upon  appHcations  for  licenses,  the  sooner  that 
will  was  permitted  to  be  exercised  the  better, 
and  more  comprehensive  measures  dealt  with 
when  they  came  in.  He  now  came  to  the  7th 
clause,  which  one  honorable  gentleman  had  taken 
exception  to  on  the  ground  that  it  was  wrong 
to  snut  out  persons  from  having  a  house  opened 
for  the  sale  of  liquors  during  twelve  months. 


The  honorable  gentleman,  however,  forgot  this 
fact,  that  this  provision  only  applied  to  the  grant- 
ing of  new  licenses.  If  a  license  were  refused 
upon  the  vote  of  the  people— say,  at  the  June 
meeting — was  it  reasonable  or  right  that  the  same 
trouble  which  had  been  gone  through  at  that 
meeting,  in  order  to  keep  the  house  closed, 
should  be  gone  through  three  months  after- 
wards? The  least  the  persons  who  had  can- 
vassed the  district  could  expect  would  be  that 
the  house  should  not  be  opened  for  twelve  months. 
He  thought  the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  would  see  the  reasonableness  of  that, 
when  he  looked  a  little  more  closely  into  it.  He 
was  aware  that  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
gone  into  the  subject  very  closely,  had  paid  great 
attention  to  it,  and  was  as  sincerely  desirous  of 
doing  the  right  thing  in  this  matter  as  any  honor- 
able member  of  this  House  ;  but  he  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  not  given  to  this  par- 
ticular clause  the  consideration  which  it  deserved. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  taking  of  the  poll  every 
three  years,  some  persons  thought  such  an  inter- 
val too  long.  Was  it  right  that,  after  a  locality 
had  once  gone  to  the  expense  of  taking  a  poll, 
it  should  nave  to  incur  that  outlay  every  three 
months  ?  It  would  be  a  very  serious  matter  to  do 
60.  It  was  only  reasonable  that,  when  a  vote  was 
taken  that  a  house  should  not  be  opened  in  a 
district,  the  rote  should  stand  for  three  years, 
unless  very  good  reasons  were  shown  for  a  decision 
to  the  contrary,  such  as  the  springing-up  of  a 
new  township,  or  something  of  that  sort,  which 
was  provided  for  in  the  proposed  measure.  Was 
it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that,  when  once  the 
people  had  taken  up  such  a  position,  it  would 
take,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  three  years 
before  they  changed  their  minds  ?  His  proposal 
with  regard  to  the  Bill  was  this :  that  it  should 
stop  at  clause  16,  thereby  making  the  Bill  apply 
solely  to  applications  for  new  licenses.  He  was 
aw8j*e  that,  in  proposing  this,  he  might  be  looked 
upon  as  endeavouring  to  spoil  something  in 
clause  17,  which  related  to  the  shutting-up  of  old 
houses.  They  did  not  want  clause  17»  as  it  was 
already  in  the  existing  Act.  Under  the  present 
Act  they  had  the  power  to  close  up  old  houses 
without  compensation,  which  was  better  still. 
He  would  submit  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  he  should  rest  satisfied 
with  the  Bill  up  to  clause  16,  until  a  compre* 
hensive  measure  was  brought  down  by  the  Go- 
vernment — that  he  should  trust  to  that  measure 
to  remedy  all  the  other  matters  complained  of. 
If  the  Bill  did  nothing  more  than  give  them  the 
means  of  working  the  clauses  relating  to  the  pre- 
vention of  the  opening  of  new  houses  in  districts, 
it  would  do  everything  that  they  could  expect 
at  the  present  time.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  it  would  do  everything  that  was  required  by 
those  of  them  who  were  looked  upon  as  ultra 
men  on  the  subject  of  temperance  reform ;  but 
he  would  say  this  :  that  no  legislation  they  could 
make  should  be  in  advance  of  the  public  senti- 
ment, and  that,  if  it  were  found  that  the  House 
would  not  adopt  a  Bill  which  would  give  all  that 
this  Bill  gave  without  tacking  on  a  compensation 
I  olause,  it  was  better,    in  the  interests  of  tho 
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country  and  in  the  interests  of  temperance  re- 
form, that  thej  should  sacriOce  what  they  could 
not  get  without  admitting  a  compensation  clause, 
ratlier  than  that  they  should  accept  it  with  such 
an  obnoxious  clause  attached  to  the  BQl.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  stop  at  clause  16,  he 
would  have  done  remarkably  well,  and  he  would 
give  him  every  assistance  in  carrying  the  Bill 
through.  He  believed  the  House  would  pass  the 
Bill  in  that  form  ;  but  if  be  would  not  consent 
to  strike  out  all  the  clauses  from  16  to  22  inclu- 
sive, he  should  feel  bound  most  reluctantly  to 
oppose  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  because,  however 
much  good  they  got  out  of  the  earlier  portions  of 
the  Bill,  that  good  was  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  the  compensation  clauses,  which  committed 
the  country  to  an  expenditure  which  it  ought 
not  to  be  subjected  to,  and  to  a  principle  which 
was  inherently  wrong.  Unless  these  clauses  were 
struck  out,  he  would  oppose  the  Bill  at  every 
stage.  Apart  altogether  from  the  objection  to 
compensation  as  a  principle,  there  was  an  arrange- 
ment proposed  in  clause  22  which  was  very  ob- 
jectionable indeed : — 

**  Two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  compensation  to 
be  paid  in  any  case  under  this  Act  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  on  the  request  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Licensing  Court,  to  the  persons 
respectively  entitled  thereto,  and  one-third  of  the 
amount  of  such  compensation  shall,  on  a  similar 
request,  be  paid  to  such  persons  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  local  body  which  receives  the  licensing  fees 
accruing  in  the  district  wherein  the  claim  for 
compensation  has  arisen." 

It  was  only  a  recent  Statute  or  Act  of  that 
Assembly  —  recent  by  a  few  years  —  which  had 
given  to  the  local  bodies  the  license  fees  at  all, 
so  that  by  this  clause  they  would  be  called  upon 
to  pay  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  shutting  tho«e 
houses  up — houses  which  were  opened  without 
any  consultation  with  them,  or  acquiescence  on 
their  part.  On  the  other  hand,  two- thirds  of  the 
cost  of  shutting  up  those  houses  had  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  revenue  of  the  colony.  He  thought 
the  power  which  created  any  interest  in  any  trade 
sliould  be  the  power  which  should  pay  to  take 
that  itit-erest  away.  In  other  words,  a  general 
Statute  of  the  colony  gave  these  people  a  right 
to  open  these  houses :  therefore,  if  compensa- 
tion was  to  be  given  at  all  for  shutting  up  these 
houses,  it  ought  to  be  given  entirely  out  of  the 
fufids  of  the  colony.  Otherwise,  it  would  be 
making  the  local  bodies  pay  for  the  closing-up 
of  liouses  to  the  opening  of  which  they  were  no 
parties.  Another  objectionable  feature  was  that, 
so  surely  as  they  made  a  body  of  ratepayers  pay 
out  of  their  funds  for  any  action  they  miglit  take 
which  was  detrimental  to  those  houses,  that  mo- 
ment they  were  adducing  the  greatest  reason 
why  they  should  not  take  action,  because  they 
had  to  pay  for  it.  If  they  closed  up  those 
houses,  it  would  require  a  certain  amount  of 
taxation  to  be  levied  to  pay  the  contribution 
demanded  from  local  bodies,  and  at  the  first 
blush  this  was  the  most  common-place  argument 
that  would  present  itself  to  a  body  of  ratepayers 
against  taking  action  for  which  they  would  have  to 
pay.  Probably  a  limited  number  would  see  there 
Mr.  Speight 


would  be  an  ultimate  benefit  which  would  more 
than  compensate  for  the  amount  of  money  they 
would  have  to  raise  in  the  meantime;  but  the 
appearance  of  the  matter  to  a  large  majority  of 
tlie  ratepayers  would  be  this :  that  if  they  closed 
these  houses  they  would  have  to  pay  the  money ; 
therefore  they  would  not  close  them.  They  were 
putting  local  bodies  in  a  false  position,  and  the 
ratepayers  in  a  position  in  which  there  was  some- 
thing to  deter  them  from  carrying  the  prin- 
ciples of  local  option  into  operation.  He  thought 
that  in  Committee  certain  small  alterations 
should  take  place  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  rendering  the  remaining  clauses  after  clause  22 
much  more  acceptable.  Personally,  he  had  little 
feeling  as  to  whether  license  fees  in  towns  should 
be  £40,  £20,  or  £25.  The  stand  he  took  was 
that,  so  long  as  the  Government  of  the  colony — 
whether  local  or  general  —  endeavoured  to  draw 
the  means  for  its  own  sustenance  out  of  the  rioes 
of  the  people,  so  long  was  there  a  wrong  state 
of  things  existing ;  but  if  it  was  to  be  that  license 
fees  were  to  be  drawn,  and  that  local  bodies  were 
to  draw  them,  then  he  thought,  in  the  interests 
of  the  locality,  in  the  interests  of  the  people,  and 
in  the  interests  of  the  publicans  themselves,  it 
would  not  do  to  cut  these  fees  down  to  a  very 
low  figure.  He  thought  that,  if  they  took  the 
opinion  of  the  publicans  themselves,  they  would 
not  be  in  favour  of  low  license  fees.  He  was 
aware  that  in  some  localities  they  would  go  in 
for  low  fees ;  but  in  many  of  those  places  it  would 
be  found  that  the  houses  were  mainly  owned  by 
one  man  or  by  a  company,  and  that  it  was  that 
man's  desire  to  have  the  right  of  keeping  as  many 
houses  as  possible  open,  into  which  he  could  put 
his  tenants  at  will,  and  thus  it  was  frequently  seen 
in  some  cities  that  twenty  or  thirty  nouses  were 
held  by  one  man,  the  brewer ;  and  his  drayman,  bis 
porter,  or  other  servant  was  put  in  and  put  out 
as  occasion  required  it.  They  were  constantly 
changing  their  tenants,  because  the  houses  were 
the  property  of  certain  great  brewers  or  whole- 
sale merchants,  who  were  anxious  to  dispose  of 
the  material  they  sold,  and  could  only  do  so  with 
advantage  by  keeping  these  houses.  This  class 
of  persons,  would  like  to  see  low  license  fees 
levied  ;  but  the  genuine  publican,  who  went  into 
a  house  with  the  intention  of  establishing  what 
he  considered  a  respectable  kind  of  trade,  would 
never  object  to  a  decent  license  fee  being  put  upon 
him.  He  thought  he  was  stating  the  opinion  of 
the  trade  in  this  matter.  He  did  not  profess  to 
be  an  advocate  of  the  trade,  but  he  took  this  to 
be  their  opinion,  as  expressed  by  themselves  and 
by  their  organs.  Tliey  declared  that  they  could 
keep  a  better  class  of  house,  and  could  prevent 
persons  with  small  capital  coming  in  and  eetm- 
blishing  inferior  houses,  if  the  license  fees  were 
not  reduced  to  too  low  a  figure.  This  was  » 
theory  which  had  much  to  commend  it  from  their 
point  of  view.  Personally,  he  did  not  care  one 
penny-piece  whether  the  license  fees  were  high 
or  low,  except  as  regarded  the  question  of  lo^ 
revenue,  and  of  limiting  the  number  of  licensed 
houses.  There  were  a  number  of  minor  points 
which  would  no  doubt  be  mentioned  in  Com- 
mittee.   He  would  conclude  by  telling  the  honor> 
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able  member  who  had  char^  of  the  Bill  that,  if 
he  would  agree  to  abandon  all  claases  from  17 
to  22  inclusive,  then  he  thought  thej  might  turn 
out  of  Committee  a  Bill  that  would  be  of  immense 
service  to  the  people,  inasmuch  as  it  would  pro- 
Tide  them  with  the  means  of  carrying  into  opera- 
tion the  principle  of  local  option,  which  had  been 
put  on  the  Statute  Book  bj  the  exertions  of  two 
gentlemen  who  were  no  longer  members  of  that 
House,  aided  and  backed  up  bj  gentlemen  who  were 
members  of  the  present  Parliament,  and  bj  the 
general  good  sense  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
who  believed  in  the  principle  of  local  option  pure 
and  simple,  without  the  obnoxious  provision  for 
compensation  being  attached  to  it. 

Mr.  SHRIMSEI  said  it  was  his  intention  to 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  not  because 
he  was  not  as  great  an  advocate  of  the  principle 
of  local  option  as  anj  man  in  the  colony  ;  but  he 
could  not  agree  with  the  views  laid  down  in  the 
Bill  as  to  compensation.  According  to  this  Bill, 
two-thirds  of  the  compensation  was  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  colonial  revenue,  and  he,  for  one,  would 
like  to  know  how  the  colony,  in  its  present  posi- 
tion, was  to  pay  two-thirds  of  the  compensation 
for  loss  of  licenses.  And  the  other  third  was  to 
be  paid  by  local  bodies.  As  one  who  had  held 
office  in  several  of  these  minor  bodies,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  they  were  not  in  a  position  to  pay 
this  one-third.  He  knew  that  there  were  houses 
valued  at  £20,000,  and  he  should  like  to  know 
where  the  money  was  to  come  from  to  pay  £20,000 
compensation. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Special  loan. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  could  not,  for  the  life  of  him, 
understand  why  this  compensation  provision  had 
been  inserted.  Why  had  the  publicans  a  right 
to  expect  that  the  colony  should  be  called  upon 
to  pay  compensation  to  them  for  loss  of  license  ? 
The  Union  Steamboat  Company  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  receiving  certain  subsidies  for  conveyance 
of  mails,  and  all  at  once  the  Legislature  thought 
fit  and  proper  to  construct  railways,  thereby 
taking  away  their  trade  and  subsidies.  Had 
the  Union  Company  received  any  compensation  ? 
Why  should  they  ?  At  one  time  various  parts  of 
the  colony  were  traversed  by  what  were  called 
Cobb*s  coaches.  These  coaches  had  since  been 
removed  from  the  scene.  Had  they  received  any 
compensation  ?  Certainly  not.  And  he  could 
not  see  why  publicans  should  be  specially  com- 
pensated. The  honorable  member,  no  doubt,  had 
good  intentions  in  trying  to  do  good  to  the  public 
by  removing  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  a 
great  extent ;  but  he  had  made  a  great  error  in 
his  Bill,  for,  instead  of  preventing,  he  was  grant- 
ing licenses  for  several  parts  of  the  colony  in 
which  they  had  not  hitherto  existed.  One  of  the 
most  objectionable  features  of  the  whole  Licens- 
ing Act  was  the  bottle  license ;  and  they  should 
prevent  that  as  much  as  possible,  because  it  was 
an  inducement  to  those  who  were  ashamed  to  go 
into  a  publichouse.  Females,  for  instance,  went 
into  grocers'  shops  and  got  their  bottles  of  grog, 
which  were  put  down  to  their  husbands  as  gro- 
ceries. This  not  only  injured  themselves,  but  in- 
jured their  families,  and  they  became  a  burden  on 
society,  filling  the  gaols,  lunatic  asylums,  and  bene- 
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volent  institutions.  Yet  the  honorable  member 
for  Cheviot  actually  put  a  bottle  license  in  his 
Bill.  In  some  parts  of  the  colony — in  Canter- 
bury and  Otago,  he  believed — some  such  thing  was 
in  existence,  but  in  Wellington  and  Auckland  he 
believed  this  was  not  the  case.  The  honorable 
member  desired  to  establish  one  of  the  most  per- 
nicious principles  that  could  possibly  exist,  by 
establishing  more  bottle  licenses  than  hitherto 
existed.  He  failed  to  see  the  object  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  in  view.  He  must  have  brought 
forward  the  Bill  in  order  to  satisfy  some  of 
his  constituents  and  not  with  any  intention  of 
carrying  it.  He  (Mr.  Shrimski)  had  had  many 
conversations  with  Licensing  Commissioners  on  the 
subject,  who  all  agreed  in  the  opinion,  which  one 
of  them  expressed  in  a  letter,  that  the  only  way 
to  stop  the  excessive  sale  of  drink  was  to  give  the 
Bench  power  to  inflict  a  penalty  which  should  not 
be  subject  to  appeaL  At  present,  if  the  Bench 
inflicted  a  fine  of  £10  on  the  sly  grog-sellers,  they 
did  not  object  to  pay  that  small  amount,  and  if 
the  fine  amounted  to  £30  or  £50  there  was  an 
appeal  against  the  decision  of  the  Bench.  Ob- 
jections were  taken  by  the  solicitors,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  was  often  overruled.  He 
had  a  great  desire  to  see  some  measure  passed  by 
which  the  people  would  be  protected  from  those 
who  trafficked  in  spirituous  liquors ;  but  he  could 
not  see  that  this  Bill  would  achieve  that  object, 
or  that  it  was  even  intended  to  do  so,  and  there- 
fore he  would  not  support  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEDDON  intended  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  would  briefly  give  his 
reasons.  As  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East  had  stated,  there  were  three  principles 
contained  in  the  measure.  The  first  was  with 
regard  to  granting  licenses  to  old  houses.  In 
this  was  involved  the  whole  question  of  the  pre- 
sent licensing  system — or  systems,  because  there 
were  so  many  of  them.  On  that  point  he  would 
say  that,  instead  of  adopting  the  compensation 
clause  contained  in  this  Bill,  it  would  be  better 
to  provide  that  the  old  houses  for  which  licenses 
were  granted  should  have  certain  accommodation, 
or  otherwise  that  applications  should  be  refused. 
If  that  were  done  the  effect  would  be  to  close  up 
houses  which  were  at  present  merely  bars,  and  the 
country  would  be  saved  the  necessity  for  paying 
compensation.  If  they  closed  up  a  house  that  had 
accommodation  of  a  superior  kind,  which  had  been 
agreed  to  by  the  Licensing  Bench,  they  would  be 
doing  an  injustice  to  the  proprietor.  Let  them 
apply  the  argument  to  any  other  business,  and 
attempt  to  shut  up  a  butcher's  or  a  tailor's  shop 
on  the  ground  that  there  were  already  too  many 
such  shopS)  and  would  not  the  owner  complain 
that  the  liberty  of  the  subject  was  being  inter- 
fered with  ?  The  Crown  in  such  a  case  would 
be  bound  to  pay  compensation  for  any  loss  that 
was  sustained.  If  the  principle  of  taking  away 
licenses  was  affirmed  by  the  House,  then  the 
compensation  clause  would  be  a  fair  one  to 
adopt ;  but  he  did  not  see  that  it  would  be 
necessary.  And  if  it  were  decided  by  the  Legis- 
lature that  the  residents  of  a  locality  should 
have  the  power  to  close  a  house  on  the  con- 
ditions he  had  mentioned,  then  the  Crown  alone 
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should  pay  the  compensation.  Why,  in  some 
of  the  boroughs  the  shutting  up  of  one  public- 
house  alone  would  mean  the  taking  -  away  of 
the  entire  reyenue  of  that  borough  for  twelve 
months.  Such  being  the  caae,  the  Parliament 
ought  not  to  give  power  to  close  such  houses 
except  on  condition  that  the  Crown  took  the 
responsibility  of  paying  the  whole  of  the  com- 
pensation money.  Feeling  quite  satisfied  they 
would  not  do  that,  he  fdt  that  there  was  an 
end  to  the  compensation  clause  altogether.  With 
regard  to  houses  in  course  of  constructioni  he 
thought  it  would  be  necessary  to  insert  some 
provision  in  the  Bill  to  meet  those  cases.  He 
believed  it  was  the  custom  in  many  places  for  the 
Licensing  Bench  first  of  all  to  require  that  the 
plans  of  the  house  should  be  submitted  to  them, 
and  to  agree  to  grant  a  license  on  condition  that 
the  approved  plans  were  carried  out.  In  such 
cases,  in  regard  to  which  there  was  no  provision 
in  the  present  Bill,  the  Legislature  should  place 
the  houses  in  the  same  position  as  though  the 
license  had  actually  been  granted  by  the  Bench, 
and  not  allow  them  to  be  brought  under  the  local- 
option  provisions  contained  in  the  Bill.  With 
regard  to  new  bouses — and  here  occurred  the 
great  principle,  and  the  one  about  which  the 
temperance  advocates  were  most  concerned — he 
thought  it  was  quite  proper  that  they  should 
place  in  the  hands  of  the  people  the  right  of  say- 
ing what  number  of  publichouses  there  should 
be  in  any  particular  locality.  The  principle  had 
been  successfully  adopted  in  Victoria,  and  he  was 
prepared  to  support  a  measure  having  the  same 
object  in  view.  On  no  occasion  bad  the  people, 
when  intrusted  with  discretionary  powers,  abused 
that  discretion.  They  were  allowed  the  privilege 
of  returning  members  to  Parliament,  and  in  very 
few  instances  did  the  electors  make  a  mistake. 
Such  being  the  case,  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
place  in  the  hands  of  the  people  the  power  of 
saying  whether  there  should  be  any  new  public- 
houses  in  their  districts.  But  he  thought  that 
the  House  would  be  going  quite  far  enough  if 
it  simply  affirmed  the  principle  of  local  option. 
The  whole  licensing  system  required  to  be  dealt 
with  in  a  manner  in  which  this  Bill  did  not 
attempt  to  deal  with  it.  In  fact,  for  years  post 
legislation,  not  only  on  this,  but  on  other  social 
subjects,  had  been  altogether  neglected.  They 
found  that  the  old  licensing  laws  of  the  provinces 
still  remained  in  force  in  the  different  provincial 
districts.  In  Otago  there  were  twenty-four  or 
twenty-five  different  Acts  on  this  subject,  and  in 
Westland  the  law  was  different  from  that  which 
existed  in  the  neighbouring  District  of  Nelson. 
The  same  thing  occurred,  he  believed,  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  colony.  Now,  he 
would  suggest  that  the  House  should  affirm  the 
principle  of  local  option  as  applied  to  new  houses, 
and  that  the  Gk)vernment  should  then  bring  in  a 
comprehensive  measure,  dealing  with  the  whole 
question  of  the  liquor  traffic.  There  was  not  one 
word  said  in  this  Bill  about  the  repeal  of  any 
provisions  at  present  in  force,  although  many 
such  provisions  would  virtually  be  repealed ;  and 
there  were  many  other  nmtters  that  required  to 
be  provided  for.  He  was  rather  surprised  that, 
Mr.  Seddon 


while  a  penalty  was  to  be  imposed  upon  publicaos 
for  not  using  lamps,  or  for  selling  grog  on  the 
Sabbath,  no  punishment  at  all  was  provided  for 
the  publican  who  sold  bad  grog.  He  believed  that 
most  of  the  injurious  effects  which  resulted  from 
the  liquor  ti'affic  were  owing  to  the  absence  of  any 
regulation  regarding  the  quality  of  the  liquor 
sold.  To  this  cause  were  no  doubt  attribatable 
many  of  tlie  cases  of  lunacy  which  occurred  in  the 
colony.  He  trusted  the  House  would  affirm  the 
principle  laid  down  in  the  Bill,  that  the  people 
should  have  the  right  to  say  whether  new  houses 
should  be  licensed  or  not.  They  should  go  no 
further  than  that,  but  simply  leave  it  to  the  Ch>- 
vernment  to  bring  down  a  comprehensive  mea- 
sure repealing  the  existing  licensing  law,  and 
consolidating  Uie  legislation  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion. That  was  the  opinion  he  held;  and  he 
would  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  on 
that  ground,  and  on  that  ground  alone. 

Mr.  PITT  did  not  propose  to  address  the 
House  at  that  late  hour,  although  this  vras  a  very 
important  matter,  and  one  which  might  very  weU 
engage  the  serious  attention  of  the  House.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  had  said  that  this  was 
not  a  Government  measure.  Although  it  had 
been  introduced  by  a  private  member,  still  he 
(Mr.  Pitt)  was  of  opinion  that  the  subject  with 
which  it  dealt  was  one  that  ought  to  be  taken  in 
hand  by  the  Qt>vernment;  and  he  trusted  that 
the  result  of  the  debate  which  had  occurred  that 
evening,  and  of  a  previous  debate  on  a  similar 
Bill,  would  be,  that  a  comprehensive  neasore 
would  be  introduced  by  the  Qt)vemment  during 
next  session.  With  regard  to  the  Bill  before  the 
House,  he  would  be  very  glad  to  vote  for  the 
second  reading,  because  he  heartily  approved  of 
the  principle  of  local  option  which  was  contained 
in  it ;  ana  he  did  not  intend  to  criticise  closely 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  although  there  were 
some  of  which  he  disapproved.  He  thought  that 
the  Qood  Templars  and  other  temperance  bodift 
who  had  been  active  on  this  local  option  question 
were  beginning  to  take  a  temperate  view  of  the 
matter,  and  that  they  would  be  satisfied  if  the 
action  of  such  a  measure  as  this  were  restricted 
to  new  houses.  The  other  principle  in  the  Bill 
was  that  of  compensation.  This  question  waa 
surrounded  with  such  great  difficulty  that  he 
thought  the  mover  of  the  Bill  would  do  well 
to  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  East,  and  strike  out  the 
clauses  under  that  head  altogether.  If  the  Bill 
were  only  to  apply  to  new  heenses,  then  there  was 
no  necessity  for  the  compensation  clauses.  There 
was  ample  provision  under  the  existing  law  for 
closing  disorderly  houses,  and  he  beUeved  that 
the  Licensing  Courts  would  not  be  slow  to  ^oee 
houses  tliat  were  badly  conducted,  and  thmt,  ao 
long  as  those  already  licensed  were  properij  car- 
ried on,  the  proprietors  would  have  nothing  to 
fear  either  from  the  temperance  bodies  or  from 
the  residents  in  the  districts.  He  hoped  that 
clauses  from  8  to  16  would  be  altered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  that  the  persons  entitled  to  object 
would  not  be  the  ratepayers,  but  the  residents 
of  the  district.  He  thought  that  all  males  sod 
females  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  ajtd  npw«nds 
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were  entitled  to  hare  a  voice  in  deciding  whether 
any  new  houses  should  he  opened  in  their  dis- 
trict or  not.  An  honorable  gentleman  near  him 
said  he  objected  to  females,  hut  he  (Mr.  Pitt) 
would  tell  the  honorable  gentleman  at  once  that 
in  his  opinion  females  should  be  recognized  in  the 
Electoral  Bill  which  was  before  the  House,  and 
he  would  be  quite  prepared  to  support  any  motion 
for  extending  the  franchise  to  that  section  of  the 
community.  If  no  one  else  made  such  a  motion, 
he  would  be  quite  prepared  to  do  so  himself. 
He  certainly  thought  that  the  matter  shotdd  be 
decided  by  the  residents  and  not  by  the  rate- 
payers. Then,  if  the  compensation  principle  was 
to  be  retained,  he  would  suggest  that  it  should 
take  this  shape :  that,  instead  of  the  compensa- 
tion being  paid  in  money,  notice  should  be  given 
to  the  owners  of  existing  houses  that  at  the  end 
of  five  years  their  houses  should  come  under  the 
operation  of  this  Bill.  The  difficulty  of  ascer- 
taining the  amount  to  be  paid  would  be  so  great 
that  no  satisfactory  settlement  would  be  arrived 
at.  As  to  the  constitution  of  the  Licensing 
Bench,  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  said  he 
thought  there  ought  to  be  a  Judge  of  the  Court. 
He  was  sorry  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not 
elaborate  that  point  a  little  more,  because  with* 
out  further  explanation  it  seemed  to  him  that 
such  a  proposal  would  lead  to  insuperable  difB- 
cuity.  Who  was  to  be  the  Judge  ?  Was  he  to  be 
a  Supreme-Court  Judge,  a  District-Court  Judge, 
or  a  special  Judge  ?  It  would  be  impossible  to 
have  a  Supreme-Court  Judge,  as  tliere  would  have 
to  be  a  Judge  in  each  licensing  district.  If  he 
was  to  be  a  District- Court  Judge,  that  would  not 
help  matters  further,  because  the  District-Court 
Judge  was  frequently  the  Resident  Magistrate 
of  the  town  or  district,  and  the  Licensing  Com- 
missioner too.  The  practical  effect  of  such  a 
proposal  would  be  to  reduce  the  Licensing  Bench 
to  one.  His  own  idea  was,  that  the  number 
of  Commissioners  should  be  increased,  and  they 
might  with  advantage  try  the  experiment  of  mak- 
ing them  elective  by  the  persons  who  voted  in  the 
election  of  members  of  this  House.  He  certainly 
thought  the  constitution  of  the  Licensing  Bench 
required  amendment.  He  trusted  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  accept  the 
suggestion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East  in  regard  to  clause  16,  and  that  he 
would  retain  the  provisions  with  reference  to 
Sunday  trading.  The  Bill  would  require  consi- 
derable amendment  in  Committee.  It  contained 
no  reference  to  the  bottle  license  and  accommoda- 
tion licenses,  but  if  honorable  members  were  in 
earnest  about  it  the  Bill  might  be  made  suffi- 
ciently acceptable  to  serve  tiU  next  session,  and 
then  he  hoped  the  Government  would  come  down 
with  a  comprehensive  measure  which  would  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  countir  at  large.  The 
subject  was  one  which  was  well  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  Qovemment.  He  thought 
the  country  was  much  indebted  to  the  Good 
TempUrs  for  the  efforts  they  had  made  in  the 
cause  of  temperance,  for  unquestionably  their 
exertions  had  been  the  means  of  reducing  the 
number  of  inmates  in  the  lunatic  asylums,  and  he 
beltev«d  that  in  th«  next  generation  the  good 


they  had  done  would  be  more  apparent  than  it 
was  at  present. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  said  that,  as  this  was  a 
Bill  of  very  considerable  importance,  he  would 
like  to  place  his  opinions  on  record  in  regard  to 
it.  He  had  always  supported  the  principle  of 
local  option  since  he  had  been  in  the  House, 
and  he  should  do  so  again  on  this  occasion.  He 
considered  that  the  people  who  were  to  be  affected 
by  the  granting  of  licenses  should  have  a  voice  in 
deciding  whether  those  licenses  should  be  granted 
or  not,  and,  generally,  he  approved  of  the  Bill, 
but  he  did  not  approve  of  the  compensation  clauses. 
He  had  not  approved  of  the  compensation  clauses 
in  the  Bill  introduced  last  year,  neither  did  he 
believe  in  those  in  this  Bill.  It  appeared  to  him 
to  be  presumption  in  the  House  to  think  that 
any  Local  Option  Bill  was  going  to  close  any  re- 
spectable publichouse ;  and,  if  it  was  only  going 
to  close  those  which  were  a  disgrace,  why  ^rant 
compensation  to  them  ?  That  would  be  a  sort  of 
premium  to  crime,  and  encouragement  to  people 
who  were  a  disgrace  to  the  community  in  which 
they  lived.  He  approved  of  the  scale  of  charges 
for  licenses  in  different  parts  of  the  colony,  which 
it  was  intended  to  introduce  into  the  Bill  — 
persons  in  country  districts  should  pay  less  for 
licenses  than  those  who  resided  in  the  towns ; 
and  ho  would  suggest  that  it  should  be  the  aim 
of  the  Good  Templars  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
adulterated  liquors,  as  well  as  to  endeavour  to 
suppress  the  sale  of  liquor  altogether.  He  was 
perfectly  persuaded  in  his  own  mind  that  no 
legislation  would  prevent  persons  indulging  in  a 
too  free  use  of  liquor,  but  he  thought  something 
might  be  done  to  prevent  adulteration.  It  was 
well  known  that  the  liquor  dispensed  in  some  of 
the  back  parts  of  the  country  was  simply  poison, 
and  it  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  country  at 
large  if  some  officer  were  appointed  to  analyze  the 
spirits  sold,  and  if  provision  were  made  to  punish 
those  who  sold  adulterated  spirits.  The  cry  all 
over  the  country  was,  "  Can't  something  be  done 
to  supply  us  with  good  liquor  ?  "  It  would  do 
some  good  to  the  country  if  steps  were  taken 
to  secure  that  end.  The  honorable  member  for 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Pitt)  said  there  was  ample  pro- 
vision under  the  existing  law  for  closing  dis- 
orderly houses.  He  should  like  to  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman  if  he  ever  knew  of  a  disorderly 
house  being  closed.  He  had  known  houses  of  a 
notoriously  bad  character  to  be  kept  open  for 
years  by  men  who  were  no-  credit  to  the  colony, 
and  yet,  if  a  man  went  to  the  Licensing  Bench 
with  his  thirty  pieces  of  gold,  they  gaTo  him  a 
license,  although  they  knew  perfectly  well  that  he 
had  been  breaking  the  law  year  after  year.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Licensing  Bench  was 
not  constituted  as  it  ought  to  be.  It^  members 
looked  too  much  to  the  fact  that  the  granting  of 
the  licenses  conferred  certain  monetary  benefits 
on  the  district ;  they  did  not  look  at  the  moral 
effect  that  would  be  gained  by  not  granting  them. 
Then  there  was  the  question  of  selling  liquors  to 
persons  who  were  intoxicated.  It  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  many  publicans  in  the  backwoods, 
if  he  might  use  the  term,  lived  to  a  great  extent 
on  persons  who  came  down  with  cheques  for  £30 
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or  £40,  which  they  gaxe  to  the  landlord,  and  told 
him  to  stop  their  credit  as  soon  as  that  was  done. 
If  anything  could  he  done  to  stop  these  lunatics 
from  conducting  themselves  in  this  way  a  great 
henefit  would  be  conferred  on  society.  He  would 
like  to  see  a  clause  inserted  in  the  Bill  inflicting 
a  penalty  upon  any  person  from  whose  house  a 
drunken  man  was  seen  to  come,  it  being  left  to 
him  to  proTe  that  he  did  not  sell  the  drink.  The 
mistake  in  the  present  law  was  that  the  onus  was 
upon  the  police  to  show  that  a  drunken  man  got 
his  drink  at  a  particular  house.  He  should  vote 
for  the  second  reading  because  it  was  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  He  was  led  to  do  so  because  he 
beliered  the  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced 
it  had  the  good  of  the  cause  at  heart.  He  was 
sorry  the  temperance  members  of  the  House  dis- 
agreed upon  the  measure,  because  he  thought 
they  might  hare  met  together  and  drawn  up  a 
Bill  amongst  them  which  would  have  given  com> 
plete  satisfaction. 

Mr.  FULTON  did  not  wish  the  discussion  upon 
such  an  important  Bill  to  close  without  saying  a 
word  in  regard  to  it.  He  generally  indorsed  the 
opinions  of  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City 
(Mr.  Pitt).  If  the  honorable  member  who  intro- 
duced the  Bill  had  confined  himself  to  dealing 
with  new  licenses,  a  step  would  have  been  gained, 
and  they  would  have  before  them  something  upon 
which  they  could  agree ;  but  the  discussion  that 
had  taken  place  showed  how  widely  it  was  pos- 
sible to  differ,  even  though  they  all  had  the  public 
interests  at  heart — so  much  so  that  some  gentle- 
men who  were  total  abstainers  were  going  to  vote 
in  one  lobby  while  other  total  abstainers  went  into 
the  other.  He  agreed  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East  that  it  was  no  use  to 
legislate  far  in  advance  of  public  opinion.  The 
people  must  be  educated  upon  this  question  as 
upon  all  others,  and  they  were  gradually  be- 
ginning to  understand  the  value  of  abstinenco 
from  intoxicating  liquors.  As  an  old  resident  in 
the  colony,  he  felt  satisfied  that  this  was  the  case, 
and  that  there  was  substantially  less  drunkenness 
in  the  colony  in  proportion  to  population  than 
there  was  some  years  ago.  He  could  not  agree 
with  what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member 
for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Pitt)  with  regard  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Licensing  Bench;  and  he  spoke 
with  some  knowledge  on  the  subject,  having  had 
considerable  experience.  He  had  been  connected 
with  Licensing  Courts  for  twenty  years,  and 
had  been  a  Licensing  Commissioner  not  only  for 
Dunedin,  but  also  for  a  number  of  districts  out- 
side that  city.  The  honorable  member  thought 
that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  increase  the 
number  of  Licensing  Commissioners.  Well, 
that  was  contrary  to  his  (Mr.  Fulton's)  experi- 
ence. Before  the  present  system  was  brought 
into  operation  it  was  the  law  that  all  Justices 
of  the  Peace  residing  within  the  district  might 
take  their  places  upon  the  bench.  What  was  the 
result  ?  As  a  rule,  only  a  few  gentlemen,  who 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  matter,  occupied  seats 
upon  the  bench  wlien  questions  as  to  granting 
licenses  came  up  for  discussion.  But  there  were 
cases  in  which  a  man,  who  knew  his  license — per- 
haps an  objectionable  man  to  hold  a  license — 
Mr,  Sursthome 


would  very  likely  not  be  again  granted,  had  gone 
round  the  city  and  procured  the  assistance  of 
Justices,  gentlemen  not  in  the  habit  of  dealing 
with  these  matters,  and  taking  no  interest  in 
them,  but  who,  because  they  were  willing  to 
favour  this  person,  had  come  and  taken  their 
seats  and  swamped  the  decisions  of  those  who 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  matter.  As  was  no 
doubt  well  known  to  the  House,  the  Licensing 
Court  consisted  of  four  persons,  and  there  must 
be  three  present  to  form  a  quorum,  so  that 
there  was  some  fixity  in  the  determinations  of 
the  Bench  ;  but  under  the  old  system  there  was 
no  guarantee  that  a  license  refused  at  one  meet- 
ing would  not  be  granted  at  the  next  quarterly 
meeting,  the  magistrates  in  each  case  having  ex- 
actly the  same  evidence  before  them.  He  thought 
the  new  system  had  worked  well ;  the  appointments 
had  been  judicious,  and  there  was  an  improvement 
in  the  mode  of  administering  the  law  :  therefore 
he  disagreed  with  the  opinion  that  the  number 
of  Licensing  Commissioners  should  be  increased. 
THtere  was  another  matter  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  had  referred  to,  and  that  was 
that  there  should  be  some  compensation  given  to 
persons  who  were  holders  of  licenses — compensa- 
tion not  given  in  the  shape  of  money,  but  in  the 
shape  of  time.  He  thousht,  as  the  honorable 
member  suggested,  that,  if  any  such  measure  as 
the  present  were  passed,  notice  should  be  given 
that  all  licenses  after  a  certain  time  would  oome 
within  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  That  would 
practically  solve  the  whole  difficulty.  He  was 
not  so  unreasonable  as  to  suppose  their  drinking 
customs  would  absolutely  cease.  The  well-oon- 
ductcd  houses  would  continue  to  receive  their 
licenses,  and  those  badly  conducted  would  lose 
theirs.  Further,  he  must  say  it  would  be  well  if  all 
these  matters  were  left  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  Bill 
brought  in  by  the  Government,  dealing  with  the 
subject  in  a  comprehensive  manner,  and  not  taking 
it  up  piecemeal,  as  was  done  in  this  Bill.  He 
was  very  much  afraid,  if  the  Bill  passed  its  second 
reading  and  went  into  Committee,  it  would  then 
be  so  changed  that  when  it  came  out  again  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  hardly  Imow  it. 
While  saying  that  the  whole  matter  deserved  the 
attention  of  the  Government  and  the  House,  he 
was  prepared  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  The  honorable  member  for  Motueka  had 
referred  to  the  question  of  punishing  publicans 
for  supplying  drunkards  with  liquor.  He  (B£r. 
Fulton)  thought  the  proper  course  would  be  this  : 
that  notice  should  be  given  by  the  police,  to  all 
landlords  in  the  district,  of  any  person  who  liad 
been  convicted  of  habitual  drunkenness;  and  a 
penalty  should  attach  to  any  landlord  supplying 
that  man  with  liquor.  He  thought  some  such 
provision  would  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  J.T.  FISHER  would  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  although  there  was  much  in 
it  that  he  did  not  agree  with,  and  though  he 
thought,  with  the  last  speaker,  that  when  the  Bill 
came  out  of  Committee  the  mover  would  not 
know  it.  He  really  thought  it  would  be  better 
for  the  honorable  member  to  accept  a  promiso 
from  the  Government  that  a  measure  should  be 
brought  in  dealing  with  the  whole  mattor  in  « 
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general  waj.  But  he  would  support  the  second 
reading,  because  he  thought  the  districts  were  too 
large,  and  hoped  that  some  amendment  in  that 
respect  might  be  made  in  the  present  law. 

Mr.  MASTERS  said  he  was  anxious  to  see 
some  moderate  measure  of  reform  which  would 
give  the  people  a  voice  with  regard  to  the  system 
of  granting  licenses;  and  while,  to  his  mind, 
there  were  many  defects  in  the  present  Bill,  in 
the  hope  that  those  defects  would  be  remedied  in 
Committee  he  should  vote  for  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  thought  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheyiot  had  met  with  a  scant  mea- 
sure of  justice,  because  the  production  of  a  mea- 
sure like  this  reflected  great  credit  upon  the 
honorable  member;  and  it  was  all  very  well  to 
talk  about  a  comprehensive  measure,  but  if  they 
waited  for  that  they  would  have  to  wait  a  long 
time  before  anything  was  done.  On  the  principle 
that  half  a  loaf  was  better  than  no  bread,  he 
would  support  the  Bill,  which  contuned  a  great 
many  suggestions  that  would  work  very  well.  It 
was  based  upon  lines  which  all  moderate  men 
would  recognize  as  lines  upon  which  such  a  mea- 
sure should  be  -based.  He  thought  it  might  be 
well  to  introduce  into  a  tentative  measure  such 
as  this  one  of  those  schemes  or  experiments  which 
were  reported  to  have  met  with  success  upon  the 
Continent  of  Europe.  Mr.  Chamberlain,  one  of 
the  members  of  Faniament  for  Birmingham,  gave 
a  good  deal  of  information  about  one  particular 
experiment  known  as  the  Gothenburg  system; 
and  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  did  not  see  why  Cor- 
porations or  the  Government  should  not  make  an 
attempt  in  that  direction.  The  testimony  of  the 
gentleman  referred  to,  who,  by  the  way,  had  visited 
the  place  where  this  system  was  in  operation,  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  system.  The  Govern- 
ment, at  any  rate,  would  have  no  interest  in  sell- 
ing bad  liquors,  or  in  selling  liquor  to  encourage 
drunkenness,  which  unfortunately  was  the  case 
with  the  licensees  of  publichouses,  more  or  less, 
throughout  the  country.  He  thought  if  the  honor- 
able member  could  possibly  introduce  such  a  pro- 
vision into  the  measure  it  might  be  included  with 
success.  He  simply  rose  to  say  that  he  thought 
it  was  rather  discouraging  to  a  member  of  the 
House,  when  he  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
a  measure  of  this  sort,  and  endeavoured  to  deal 
with  a  matter  bearing  upon  the  social  condition  of 
the  people  as  this  measure  did,  to  find  there  was 
scarcely  any  one  to  say  a  good  word  in  favour  of 
it.  It  was  a  very  easy  thing  to  find  fault.  No- 
thing came  more  readily  than  fault-finding  and 
criticism.  It  was  much  easier  to  find  fault  than 
to  frame  such  a  measure  as  this.  He  should 
support  the  second  reading,  and  should  assist  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  pass  the  Bill  into  law. 

Mr.  STEWART  said,  when  the  House  under- 
took to  legislate  upon  the  sale  of  liquor  it  ought 
to  take  into  consideration  the  question  of  sly  grog- 
selling,  because  this  was  a  cause  of  annoyance  and 
injury  throughout  the  colony  to  an  extent  which 
probably  very  few  members  of  the  House  knew 
anything  about.  He  had  been  told  by  publicans 
that  the  amount  of  sly  grog-selling  that  went 
on  —  in  large  centres  of  population  especially, 
and  in  some  of  the  country  districts —was  very 


great,  and  publicans  desired  that  some  salutary 
measure  should  be  passed  whereby  sly  grog-sell* 
ing  should,  as  much  as  possible,  be  put  a  stop  to. 
Further,  the  liquor  sola  by  the  publicans  ought 
to  be  subject  to  inspection,  and  some  revenue 
officer  or  officers  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  that  the  publicans  sold  nothing  but  liquor 
of  a  good  quality.  He  thought  the  publicans 
were  fairly  entitled  to  protection  at  the  hands 
of  the  Legislature  in  the  way  he-  had  indicated. 
With  regard  to  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  he 
took  up  this  position:  that,  as  regards  exist- 
ing licenses,  he  could  not  disregard  the  fact  that 
these  Ucensees  had  a  vested  right  —  that  they 
had  expended  large  sums  of  money  and  ha!d 
devoted  much  attention  to  creating  a  business 
which  was  recognized  by  the  State  and  which 
they  were  encouraged  to  carry  on.  Therefore 
it  seemed  to  him  unfair  if  through  any  sudden 
change  in  public  opinion  these  persons  should 
have  their  property  sacrificed.  He  therefore 
thought  that  these  provisions  enabling  parties, 
so  to  speak,  to  disfranchise  licensees  should 
not  apply  to  existing  licenses,  although  he  had 
no  objection  to  their  application  in  the  case  of 
new  licenses.  The  question  of  compensation  was 
no  doubt  one  of  very  considerable  difficulty,  both 
as  to  the  mode  of  adjustment  of  it  and  98  to 
the  source  from  which  it  should  be  paid.  He 
would  be  disposed  to  support  a  system  whereby 
the  local  authority  should  pay  the  compensation. 
It  was  unreasonable  to  say  that  two-thirds  of  the 
compensation  should  be  paid  out  of  the  general 
revenue  of  the  colony,  when  it  was  made  payable 
by  the  voice  of  persons  who  considered  it  to  their 
interest  to  withdraw  the  license  from  an  hotel. 
The  persons  who  wished  such  a  reform  should  be 
prepared  to  stand  the  consequences,  and  should 
not  throw  upon  the  rest  of  the  colony  the  liability 
which  would  be  entailed  by  their  act.  He  would 
have  very  much  preferred  if  one  comprehensive 
measure  had  been  brought  in  by  the  Government, 
deahng  with  the  whole  licensing  laws  of  the 
colony.  Of  course  the  present  Government  could 
not  be  expected  to  undertake  that  matter  during 
the  present  session,  and  it  might  be  worth  con- 
sidering whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  the 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot  to  withdraw  this 
Bill  upon  the  understanding  that  the  Government 
would  consider  the  whole  question,  and  bring  in 
a  comprehensive  measure  next  session,  which 
should  be  previously  circulated  throughout  the 
colony  in  order  to  ascertain  what  was  the  state 
of  public  opinion  upon  it.  As  far  as  he  was 
aware,  the  publicans  did  not  object  to  this  mea- 
sure as  it  stood  at  present,  whereas  they  might 
object  if  the  compensation  provisions  were  with- 
drawn or  so  altered  as  to  make  them  nugatory. 
He  would  not  object  to  the  second  reading,  but 
he  would  not  consent  to  any  provision  affecting 
existing  licenses  unless  there  was  compensation. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  in  reply,  said  that  one  very 
satisfactory  feature  in  connection  with  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill,  and  the  debate  which  had 
ti^en  place  upon  it,  was  the  very  general  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  all  sides  that  it  was  a 
question  with  which  the  Government  should  deal 
in  a  comprehensive  manner.    He  felt  certain  the 
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uniyersal  expression  of  opinion  by  the  House  on 
the  subject  would  insure  that  the  QoTeroment 
would  give  the  matter  their  attention  during  the 
recess,  and  would  feel  it  their  duty  to  bring  for- 
ward a  measure  dealing  with  the  whole  question 
of  the  licensing  laws,  and  repealing  all  existing 
Statutes,  as  one  of  their  first  measures  next  ses- 
sion. He  trusted,  in  doing  bo,  thej  would  have 
it  put  in  print  sufficiently  early  to  enable  the 
country  generally  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the 
matter — a  matter  which  the  utterances  at  the  last 
elections  showed  was  of  great  interest  to  the  people 
at  large,  and  one  that  would  certainly  affect  the 
happiness  of  the  many  far  more  than  other  Bills 
that  were  so  much  talked  of.  He  had  been 
pleased  with  all  the  remarks  made  upon  the  Bill, 
with,  perhaps,  one  exception.  He  was  sorry  to 
hear  the  first  speaker  that  evening  express  the 
opinions  he  gave  utterance  to — he  was  very  sorry 
to  hear  one  who  professed  to  be  friendly  to  total 
abstinence  and  temperance  express  such  opinions 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  did  with  regard  to 
his  Bill.  He  might  say  that  he  would  hare  felt 
much  more  regret  if  that  houorable  gentleman 
had  shown  that  he  had  sufficiently  considered  the 
subject  to  be  able  to  give  the  House  a  valuable 
opinion  upon  it ;  but  in  the  remarks  the  honor- 
able gentleman  made  he  showed  that  he  had 
either  not  read  the  Bill  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ments, or,  having  read  them,  had  failed  to  under- 
stand them. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.— I  had  not  read  the  amend- 
ments.    I  had  no  opportunity  of  reading  them. 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS  was  sorry,  then,  that  the 
honorable  member  should  have  said  that  amend- 
ments which  he  had  not  read  were  a  great  deal 
worse  than  the  original  provisions.  However, 
he  would  take  it  for  granted  that,  when  the 
honorable  gentleman  bad  had  time  to  give  tho 
matter  due  consideration,  he  might  possibly  alter 
his  opinion  with  reference  to  the  desirableness  of 
magistrates  granting  licenses  for  three  years,  and 
with  regard  to  the  power,  under  any  circum- 
stances, of  only  granting  them  once  a  year.  The 
honorable  member  for  Christchuroh  City  said 
those  provisions  were  grossly  unfair,  unjust,  ill- 
considered,  and  ridiculous.  If  those  observations 
had  been  made  with  regard  to  clauses  which  he 
(Mr.  Saunders)  had  himself  introduced  for  the 
first  time,  he  would  perhaps  havu  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  say  something  in  reply  to  them ;  but  as 
the  provisions  to  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man objected  had  received  the  approval  of  Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson,  Mr.  Stout,  and  Sir  William 
Fox,  he  felt  that,  in  the  absence  of  support 
from  so  fr^eat  a  luminary  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  City,  it  was  quite  possible 
for  those  provisions  to  stand  upon  their  own 
merits.  With  regard  to  the  next  speaker,  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunstan,  he  might  say  that 
he  agreed  with  nearly  all  that  honorable  gentle- 
man said  upon  the  subject.  He  thought,  with  the 
honorable  gentleman,  that  the  present  Licensing 
Court  was  an  objectionable  Court ;  but  he  did 
not  by  any  means  acknowledge  that  any  substi- 
tute suggested  during  the  debate  would  be  an 
improvement.  He  did  not  at  all  agree  with  tho 
honorable  gentleman  that  the  Justices  of  the 
Mr,  Saunders 


Peace  would  form  as  good  a  Court  as  the  present 
one.  There  was  a  great  objection  to  the  present 
Licensing  Court,  for  this  reason:  that  it  called 
upon  residents  in  a  district  to  sit,  iind  act,  and 
confer  as  a  judicial  Court  upon  questions  nearly 
affecting  their  neighbours,  and  upon  which  they 
could  not  decide  without  a  considerable  amount 
of  reluctance — knowing  that  the  men  with  re- 
gard to  whom  they  were  adjudicating  were  men 
from  whom,  probably,  they  bad  received  or  might 
receive  a  great  deal  of  assistance  and  accom- 
modation. He  had  heard  many  men  complain 
that  the  publichouses  whose  licenses  they  were 
called  upon  to  grant  or  refuse  were  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  houses  of  accommodation,  parcel- 
and-delivery  houses,  and  places  where  they  got 
their  labourers,  their  shearers,  and  the  various 
hands  they  required  during  the  season.  Under 
those  circumstances  they  found  it  very  awkward 
to  place  themselves  in  antagonism  to  their  neigh- 
bours, and  therefore  did  not  carry  out  the  law 
as  strictly  as  the^r  might  otherwise  have  done. 
It  might,  then,  be  well,  perhaps,  to  appoint  a  sort 
of  travelling  commission,  so  that  they  could  sit 
upon  cases  and  consider  them  as  they  thought 
right,  and  not  as  to  tho  effect  upon  the  persons 
making  the  appUcations.  He  thought  that  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan  said  with 
regard  to  granting  conditional  licenses  on  plans 
was  also  well  worthy  of  consideration,  and  had 
often  been  recommended.  In  any  comprehen- 
sive measure  the  House  should  endeavour  above 
all  things  to  encourage  rather  the  erection  of 
large  and  expensive  houses  than  mere  beer-shops. 
It  was  only  reasonable  that  those  persons  who 
contemplated  going  to  a  large  outlay  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  a  license  to  sell  these  intoxi- 
cating drinks  should  have  an  opportunity,  be- 
for<^  they  incurred  that  expenditure,  of  knowing 
whether  ihe  Commissioners  or  judicial  Court 
sitting  ill  judgment  over  the  matter  considered 
that  a  house  of  a  certain  character  was  desirable, 
and  would  receive  a  license  ;  so  that  he  thought 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan  had  only  ex- 
pressed a  very  general  feeling  throughout  the 
country,  and  one  which  he  trusted  the  Govern- 
ment would  bear  in  mind  in  any  measure  they 
introduced.  The  honorable  member  for  Bunedin 
City  (Mr.  Dick),  in  the  very  friendly  remarks  he 
made  upon  the  Bill,  expressed  his  opinion  that 
there  ought  to  be  no  compensation  for  houses 
erected  after  the  Bill  came  into  force.  That 
was  an  opinion  he  had  heard  expressed  by  many 
persons  entertaining  similar  views  to  his  own,  and 
there  was  a  great  deal  in  it.  But  he  thought 
there  was  this  objection :  that  it  would  have  a 
tendency  to  discourage  the  erection  of  a  superior 
description  of  houses.  If  the  Legislature  wished 
to  hare  houses  of  a  superior  class  erected,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  persons  erecting  them  should 
understand  that  their  licenses  would  not  be  taken 
away  from  them  lightly,  and  that  they  would 
have  some  compensation  in  case  of  the  license 
being  taken  away  without  any  fault  of  their  own. 
He  agreed  with  the  remarks  of  the  other  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Oliver)  with 
regard  to  the  necessity  for  moving  slowly  and 
cautiously  in  all  matters  of  this  kind,  and  being 
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thankfal  for  email  mercies.  He  would  be  glad 
to  take  the  honorable  gentleman's  adyice,  and  he 
hoped  he  bad  not  proposed  anything  rash  in  this 
Bill ;  but,  if  he  had  gone  too  far  in  anj  direc- 
tion,  he  would  be  only  too  glad,  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  assistance,  to  retrace  his  steps, 
and  take  a  proper  path.  The  next  speaker  was 
the  honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East 
(Mr.  Speight),  who  spoke  strongly  against  any 
compensation.  When  he  (Mr.  Saunders)  intro- 
duced the  Bill,  he  said  the  great  feature  in  it 
which  he  thoroughly  ralued  was  the  power  to 
refuse  new  licenses.  He  did  not  place  much 
Talue  upon  any  power  of  dealing  with  old  11- 
oenses,  and  he  did  not  think  that  any  prorisions 
he  had  proposed  would  often  be  put  into  opera- 
tion in  regard  to  those  old  licenses :  there  would 
be  very  few,  at  all  erents,  that  would  be  inter- 
fered with  by  these  prorisions.  If  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  House,  he  would  consent  to  give  up 
the  idea  of  compensation,  if,  at  the  same  time, 
all  power  of  dealing  with  old  licenses  was  taken 
away.  His  sense  of  justice  in  the  matter  would 
not  allow  him  to  accept  the  casting  out  of  the 
compensation  clause  and  at  the  same  time  the 
retaining  of  the  power  to  deal  with  old  bouses ; 
but,  if  me  House  desired  not  to  deal  with  old 
licensee,  and  to  confine  the  Bill  to  new  houses, 
he  was  quite  willing  to  accept  that  feature,  and 
exclude  from  the  measure  all  the  compensation 
clauses,  and  the  power  of  dealing  with  old  licenses 
in  any  way  whatever.  The  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East  told  them  that  the  whole 
of  the  compensation,  if  paid  at  all,  should  be 
paid  out  of  the  general  re? enue.  That  was  his 
own  view  at  first,  and  for  many  reasons.  He 
would  very  much  prefer  to  see  that  course  taken ; 
but  a  gentleman  of  a  great  deal  of  experi- 
ence, and  whose  opinion  he  valued  very  much, 
pointed  out  that  the  objection  in  that  case  would 
be  that  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  a  dis- 
trict coming  frequently  to  the  House  for  compen- 
sation for  the  same  house.  They  might  take  the 
license  away  one  time  and  grant  it  another,  and 
as  often  as  the  license  was  taken  away  more  com- 
pensation would  have  to  be  paid.  If  the  district 
had  to  incur  a  certain  amount  of  expense  and 
responsibility,  it  would  be  a  guarantee  against 
8uoh  cases  occurring.  He  would  not  notice  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki 
(Mr.  Shrimski).  That  honorable  gentleman  was 
so  exceedingly  ingenious  in  finding  bad  motives 
for  any  action  he  (Mr.  Saunders)  took  in  the 
House,  that  he  did  not  think  it  was  at  all  neces- 
sary to  notice  the  remarks  the  honorable  member 
bad  made  upon  the  motives  that  had  influenced 
him  to  bring  in  this  Bill.  The  honorable  menB> 
ber  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon)  complained 
that  there  was  no  repeal  provision.  Perhaps  he 
had  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  2nd  clause  repealed 
all  provisions  that  might  not  be  in  accordance 
with  this  Bill.  He  was  much  pleased  with  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City 
(Mr.  Pitt).  He  was  glad  to  find  that  he  would 
have  so  much  able  help  as  he  would  get  from  that 
lionorable  member  in  carrying  out  his  views,  and 
in  amending  the  Bill  as  might  be  required  in 
Committee.     At  the  time  he  introduced  the  Bill 


he  said  that,  with  so  many  lawyers  in  the  House, 
he  did  not  beUeve  it  would  pass  in  a  defective 
shape  for  want  of  legal  assistance,  and  he  beliered 
be  agreed  with  everything  in  regard  to  principle 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  had 
said.  The  honorable  member  for  Motueka  had 
asked  why  they  should  compensate  those  who  broke 
the  law.  This  Bill  did  not  propose  in  any  way 
to  compensate  those  who  broke  the  law.  He 
trusted  that  those  who  did  not  conduct  their 
houses  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  did  not  com- 
ply strictly  with  the  law,  would  have  their  licenses 
removed  by  the  machinery  at  present  existing, 
without  any  compensation  whatever ;  and  he  be- 
lieved that  one  good  effect  of  the  introduction  of 
the  local -option  principle  would  be  to  make 
magistrates  more  strict  in  enforcing  the  law  than 
they  had  hitherto  been.  It  was  far  from  his  in- 
tention to  see  compensation  introduced  in  such 
cases.  -  It  was  only  where  houses  were  well-con- 
ducted, and  where  they  were  stopped  by  the 
will  of  the  people  under  circumstanoes  which 
the  holders  had  no  reason  to  anticipate  at  the 
time  they  took  the  licenses  and  incurred  their 
outlay,  that  he  would  propose  compensation.  He 
did  not  think  he  need  say  much  with  regard  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Motueka  as  to  the  adulteration  of  liquor.  It 
seemed  a  widely-spread  popular  error  that  it  was 
the  special  duty  of  teetotallers  to  prevent  the 
adulteration  of  drink,  in  which  they  were  not  in- 
terested. There  were  some  members  of  the  House 
who  believed  with  himself  that  all  intoxicating 
liquor  was  what  the  honorable  gentleman  oallea 
"  simply  poison."  He  believed  that  the  highest 
authorities  agreed  that  alcohol  was  one  of  the 
strongest  poisons,  and  he  did  not  think  it  would 
be  possible  for  a  publican  to  adulterate  liquor 
with  anything  very  much  worse  than  alcohol: 
but  there  were  perhaps  many  poisons  to  which 
some  persons  were  not  so  accustomed  as  they 
were  to  alcohol.  He  entirely  agreed  with  those 
honorable  members  who  said  that  the  licensing 
Commissioners  were  very  objectionable ;  but  they 
were  in  every  respect  a  very  great  improve- 
ment on  Justices  of  the  Peace.  He  had  seen 
many  instances  in  which  Justices  of  the  Peace 
had  been  imported  to  the  Bench  by  interested 
parties  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  Ucense  granted, 
and  he  thought  that  was  an  exceedingly  objection- 
able power  to  place  in  anybody's  nands.  The 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hut- 
chison) in  the  friendly  remarks  he  made  upon 
the  BUI,  had  alluded  to  the  Gothenburg  system. 
Having  regard  to  the  high  authority  with  which 
that  system  came  recommended  to  them,  he 
thought  it  was  one  that  might  properly  occupy 
their  serious  attention.  He  woula  be  glad  indeed 
to  see  a  fair  trial  made  of  that  system.  They 
had  a  great  deal  to  expect  from  it,  and  it  would 
also  have  the  recommendation  that  it  could  be 
put  into  force  probably  without  any  expense,  and 
possibly  with  a  considerable  amount  of  profit  to 
the  colony.  Certainly,  if  the  sale  of  drink  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who  had  no  interest 
in  or  profit  to  derive  from  excessive  facilities  for 
obtaining  liquor,  they  might  expect  a  great  im- 
provement in  the  temperance  of  the  people  at 
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large.  He  would  be  yerj  glad  to  see  that  Bjetem 
carried  out,  and  whoerer  might  attempt  to  do 
it  would  have  his  hearty  assistance.  He  thanked 
the  House  for  the  friendly  manner  in  which  it 
had  receiTed  the  Bill.  He  felt  sure  they  would 
not  refuse  to  go  into  Committee,  and,  when  there, 
he  would  be  glad  to  obey  the  decision  of  the 
House  on  all  questions,  provided  they  left  him 
what  he  considered  the  one  important  principle 
in  the  Bill — namely,  power  for  the  people  at 
large  to  refuse  an  increase  of  those  licenses 
throughout  the  colony. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thwrtday,  30^  October,  1879. 


First  Readings— Second  Beading^— Colonial  Indoitries— 
Legislative  Cotmcil  —  Lonatic  Asylums  —  Habitual 
Drunkards  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

FIEST  READING. 
Ghbming  and  Lotteries  Bill,  Fisheries  Preser- 
vation Bill,  Intercolonial  Probate  Bill. 

SECOND  EEADINa. 
Administration  Bill. 

COLONIAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBEBLIN  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment purpose  introducing  any  measure  to  afford 
protection  to  colonial  industries  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  matter 
was  deserving  very  serious  consideration.  The 
whole  question  of  the  finances  of  the  country  was 
now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government, 
and  this  particular  question  of  giving  protection 
to  local  industries  was  being  dealt  with  by  a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
could  therefore  not  give  any  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion at  present.  When  the  Financial  Statement 
was  made  the  views  of  the  Government  would  be 
fully  set  forth. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Government  in- 
tend to  bring  in  any  Bill  proposing  to  alter  the 
constitution  of  the  Legislative  Council  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  replied  that  the 
Government  did  not  propose  to  make  any  change 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  country. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 
The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  about 
seven  years  ago  Dr.  Paley,  Inspector-General  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  in  Victoria,  was  requested  to 
visit  and  report  upon  the  lunatic  asylums  of  New 
Zealand.  He  did  so ;  and  the  main  recommenda- 
Mr,  Saul^dera 


tion  in  his  report  was  as  to  the  appointment  of 
medical  superintendents.  Nothing,  however,  was 
done.  In  those  days  lunatic  asylums  were  under 
the  control  of  the  Provincial  Governments ;  and, 
as  they  were  optimists,  they  would  make  no 
change.  A  few  years  ago  Dr.  Skae  had  been 
appointed  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums  in  the 
colony,  and  his  reports  showed  that  he  entirely 
agreed  with  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Paley. 
Three  years  ago  he  advised  that  that  course 
should  be  taken ;  but  nothing  had  been  done  in 
the  matter,  and  these  institutions  had  from  year 
to  year  so  deteriorated  that  they  had  become  a 
foul  blot  upon  our  civilization.  In  the  last  reporfe 
he  had  the  honor  to  make  as  Honorary  Inspector 
of  the  Dunedin  Lunatic  Asylum,  he  was  able  to 
boast  that  there  was  no  mechanical  force  used  in 
that  asylum ;  but  Dr.  Skae  said, — 

"  Restraint  by  means  of  strong  canvas  dresses 
without  sleeves  is  being  used  in  the  case  of  four 
exceptionally  dangerous  or  suicidal  patients.  No 
one  was  found  in  seclusion;  but  owing  to  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  Asylum  it  is  found 
absolutely  necessary  to  resort  to  seclusion  very 
frequently,  chiefly  for  short  periods,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  several  exceedingly  violent  and  dangerona 
patients  in  the  male  department." 

He  (Captain  Eraser)  had  visited  the  best-con- 
ducted asylums  in  England.  No  mechanical 
force  was  used ;  no  seclusion  was  necessatr.  All 
the  patients  mixed  together  with  their  lellowB. 
With  reeard  to  the  treatment  of  patients  in  the 
Asylum,  he  might  read  the  following : — 

"This  Asylum  was  next  visited  on  the  25tii 
January,  and  again  on  the  30th  May,  and  2nd 
and  5th  June.  At  this  last  inspection  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  was  directed  to  the 
fact  that  the  clothing  of  the  patients  was  not 
warm  enough  for  the  time  of  the  year,  as  they 
were  not  supplied  with  flannels.  It  is  obvious 
that,  if  strong  healthy  attendants,  encaged  in 
active  occupations,  find  it  necessary  tor  their 
comfort  to  wear  these,  lumU^ics,  whose  circulation 
is  enfeebled  by  their  disease,  and  who  lounge 
about  in  airing-courts,  must  require  them  still 
more.  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
absence  of  complaints  on  the  part  of  the  patients, 
and  of  any  manifest  indications  of  injury,  such 
as  colds,  &c.,  is  proof  that  they  are  siiffering  no 
harm  from  insufficient  clothing.  The  mortldity 
was  unusually  great  last  year." 

The  mortality  was  twenty-six.  The  report 
proceeded,  "  and  one  can  hardly  doubt  that  it  was 
affected  by  the  severity  of  the  winter  weather, 
even  though  none  of  the  deaths  could  be  directly 
ascribed  to  it."  Dr.  Skae  saw  that  some  of  these 
patients  were  sufiering  from  consumption  ;  and, 
on  inquiring  from  the  Superintendent  how  it  was 
that  they  were  not  sufficiently  clad,  that  gentle- 
man saia  he  was  not  aware  that  they  were  ill,  and 
that  they  had  made  no  complaints.  He  need  not 
tell  honorable  gentlemen  that  in  the  first  stage  of 
consumption  very  little  pain  accompanied  the  dis- 
ease. But  if  there  had  been  a  medical  superin- 
tendent he  would  have  seen  from  the  hectic  day  ^ 
flushes  and  from  the  night  sweats  that  the  disease 
was  committing  its  ravages,  and,  instead  of  these 
unfortunate  consumptive  patients  being  seen  with 
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blue  lips  and  shiTcring  limbs,  scantilj  clad,  exposed 
to  the  inclemency  of  a  Dunedin  winter,  they  would 
have  had  warm  dresses  and  flannels,  and  been 
kept  in  a  heated  room.  But  the  fact  was,  that 
these  non-professional  Superintendents  had  prac- 
tically the  entire  charge  and  control  over  the 
health  of  the  insane,  even  to  the  giving  of  nar- 
ootics  occasionally.  He  was  free  to  confess  that 
if  the  medical  gentleman  who  now  paid  diurnal 
▼isits  to  the  institation  nerer  went  there  at  all 
the  patients  would  be  neither  better  nor  worse. 
In  Dunedin  the  Superintendent  and  the  medical 
officer  got  £700  a  year  between  them,  and  it  was 
the  same  in  Chris tchurch.  Now,  what  he  pro- 
posed was  to  send  Home  for  experts.  He  had 
made  inquiries  when  at  Home,  and  had  ascer- 
tained— and  this  Dr.  Skae  had  since  corroborated 
— that  a  first-class  man  who  had  been  brought 
up  for  many  years  in  one  of  the  modern  limatic 
asylums  in  £ngland  could  be  obtained  at  a  salary 
of  £600  a  year.  There  might,  no  doubt,  be  some 
honorable  gentlemen  present  who  had  not  studied 
the  question  of  insanity,  and  they  would  naturally 
say,  **  Why  send  out  of  the  country  for  medical 
men  ?  Hare  you  not  plenty  in  New  Zealand  ?  " 
But,  although  every  medical  man  was  supposed 
to  hare  made  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  bodily 
ills  which  afflict  frail  humanity,  he  need  not  say 
that  as  physiologists  their  study  ended  there,  and 
it  was  wliere  their  study  ended  that  the  psycho- 
logist took  up  the  work  ;  and  it  was  only  by  years 
of  study  in  a  first-class  asylum  and  by  observing 
and  watching  the  different  phases  of  the  mind — 
that  which  one  of  the  first  psychologists  and  one 
of  the  best  and  most  noble  of  the  Biomans  called 
the  animula,  vagulu^  hlandtdoj  hotpet  eomesque 
corporis — tiiat  thing  which  for  a  short  time  in- 
habited and  made  a  companion  of  our  bodies — 
it  was  only  by  studying  its  various  phases  that 
proper  curative  theories  could  be  established.  To 
show  the  difference  between  a  physiologist  and  a 

eiychologist  he  would  quote  the  following  from 
r.  Skae  :-- 

"  The  high  rate  of  recovery  in  the  asylums  of 
this  colony,  as  compared  with  that  of  asylums  at 
Home,  is  to  a  slight  extent  explained  by  the  fact 
that  many  discharged  patients  are  returned  as 
recovered  who  certainly  would  not  be  considered 
to  be  recovered  in  the  sense  in  wfiich  that  word 
is  used  by  the  medical  officers  of  English  asylums. 
One  instance  which  happened  this  year  will  serve 
to  illustrate  this :  that  of  a  patient  who.  was 
examined  by  three  medical  men  and  discharged 
as  recoTered,  one  of  the  doctors  certifying  that  he 
was  not  insane,  and  that  Hhe  only  subject  on 
which  he  could  be  suspected  of  insanity  was  a 
delusion  that  his  wife  was  the  Holy  Virgin, 
£lias,  daughter  of  the  Empress  of  Russia.* " 

He  need  not  Fay  that  that  delusion  might  at 
any  moment  have  acquired  a  dangerous  tendency, 
and  that  the  patient  might  have  become  either  a 
liomieidal  or  a  suicidal  lunatic.  With  the  per- 
mission of  the  Council,  he  intended  to  make  a 
slight  alteration  in  his  motion.  He  had  been 
informed  by  the  best  authority  in  the  colony  that 
I>r.  Manning,  of  New  South  Wales,  had  brought 
the  Lunatic  Asylum  there  up  to  the  lerel  of  the 
Home  standard,  and  that  it  was  quite  possible 
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they  might  get  experts  from  that  colony.  He 
therefore  proposed  to  insert,  after  the  word 
"England,  the  words  "or  a  neighbouring 
colony."  He  had  been  requested  to  include  the 
Wellington  Asylum  in  the  motion.  Before  doing 
so,  having  read  Dr.  Skae's  report,  which  he  could 
hardly  credit,  although  fully  admitting  the  reli- 
ability of  the  authority,  he  made  it  his  business 
to  visit  the  Asylum,  which  he  did  on  the  previous 
day.  He  would  shock  the  sensibilities  of  honor- 
able gentlemen  by  reading  Dr.  Skae's  report : — 

"  The  numbers  now  in  the  Asylum  are — males, 
66 ;  females,  46 :  total,  112 ;  being  40  more  than 
when  I  first  drew  attention  to  its  overcrowded 
condition.  This  has  now  reached  a  pitch  which 
is  quite  unendurable,  and  baffles  all  attempts  at 
good  management.  Almost  all  the  bedrooms, 
intended  for  the  use  of  one  patient  only,  arc 
occupied  by  two  or  three.  There  is  consequently 
no  possibility  of  safely  disposing  of  excited  and 
violent  patients ;  and  the  risk  of  serious  accidents, 
even  murders,  is  very  great  indeed,  not  to  speak 
of  the  abominable  vices  which  are  liable  to  be 
encouraged  by  such  distribution  of  persons  of 
disordered  passions  and  bereft  of  self-control. 
The  passages  and  lavatories  are  used  as  sleeping 
places.  Most  of  the  associated  dormitories  are 
crowded  with  beds,  to  which  less  than  half  the 
minimum  cubic  space  thought  consistent  with 
good  health  is  allotted.  The  solitary  day* room 
of  the  male  *  back  ward  *  is  even  more  crowded 
than  the  dormitories.  This  room  is  20  feet  by 
15  feet,  and,  when  visited  on  the  29th  instant,  a 
rainy  day,  on  which  the  patients  could  not  get 
out  to  the  grounds,  it  contained  thirty  patients, 
packed  so  closely  together  on  benches  that  they 
had  not  room  to  move  their  elbows.  Although 
three  windows  and  the  door  were  open,  the  at- 
mosphere was  close  and  offensive ;  but  the  Super- 
intendent explained  it  was  nothing  to  what  it 
usually  was  in  wet  weather,  when  it  is  occupied 
by  thirty-five  patients  and  two  attendants,  and 
the  windows  have  to  be  kept  shut  on  account  of 
the  strong,  cold  winds.  It  is  absurd  to  pretend 
that  this  place,  in  its  present  condition,  has  any 
claim  to  be  considered  *  an  asylum  ;'  it  would  be 
an  undeserved  compliment  to  call  it  '  a  prison.' 
It  is  not  morally  justifiable  to  continue  week 
after  week  adding  to  the  numbers  of  its  inmates. 
Whatever  difficulty  there  may  be  in  otherwise 
disposing  of  the  insane,  it  appears  to  me  neces- 
sary that  a  circular  should  be  sent  to  all  Resi- 
dent Magistrates  and  acting  Justices  in  the  provin- 
cial district,  informing  them  that  no  uiore  patients 
can  be  received  into  the  Asylum  until  the  build- 
ing has  been  enlarged,  or  a  reduction  has  by  some 
means  been  elTected  in  the  number  now  resident. 
Unless  some  such  step  as  this  be  taken,  it  seems 
certain  that  some  dreadful  catastrophe  will  hap- 
pen. It  cannot  be  too  distinctly  stated  that  this 
Asylum  is  already  in  a  dangerous  and  unmanage- 
able condition." 

He  indorsed  every  single  word  of  that  report. 
The  Superintendent  ol  the  institution,  who 
seemed  to  be  a  very  good  man,  told  him  that  ha 
had  reported  to  the  G-overnment  that  he  would 
not  hold  himself  responsible  for  anything  that 
might  occur;   that  a  murder  might  take  place 
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at  snj  day,  and  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty that  he  could  induce  the  warders  to  remain, 
for  tliey  were  always  in  a  etate  of  dread.  There 
were  fifty  women  in  a  spape  which  was  originally 
intended  for  twenty-five,  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  they  were  highly  exasperated  and  in 
a  state  of  excitement  from  overcrowding.  Tlie 
very  lavatories,  store-rooms,  and  outhouses  had 
all  been  turned  into  dormitories,  and  there  was 
not  a  single  place  where  thchO  unfortunate  people 
could  put  their  clothes.  He  found  the  linen  in 
the  only  bath-room  ;  and  in  wet  weather  the 
patients  were  obliged  to  hang  their  clothes  in 
their  sitting-rooms.  There  were  now  very  nearly 
a  thousand  lunatics  in  the  colony  ;  the  increase 
this  year  would  he  nearly  a  hundred,  and  the 
amount  required  for  the  increased  accommoda- 
tion would  probably  be  £100,000.  He  had  not 
touched  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  because 
he  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  a  sum  would 
be  placed  upon  the  estimates  towards  providing 
the  requisite  accommodation.  But  it  was  a  very 
serious  matter  that  they  had  allowed  this  state  of 
things  to  go  on.  Under  the  present  system  it 
was  impossible  to  carry  out  any  curative  treat- 
ment; and  unless  they  obtained  experts  from 
Home — men  who  had  made  insanity  their  study 
for  years  and  years  of  their  lives,  and  who  were 
acquainted  with  all  the  modem  improvementa 
which  had  been  adopted  in  the  best  asylums  in 
England — unless  they  did  this  the  evil  would  be- 
come a  perfect  canker  in  the  State,  increasing  year 
by  year,  people  being  discharged  from  the  asylums 
without  being  cured,  and  having  to  go  back  again 
into  confinement.  He  might  say  that  hi:^  motion 
had  the  sympathy  of  the  present  enlightened 
Minister  of  Justice,  and  he  had  been  promised 
the  support  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Menzies,  and  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace.  Ho  was  sure 
that  what  he  had  said  would  appeal  to  the  feelinf^s 
of  every  one  present,  and  that  the  motion  would 
be  carried  unanimously.  If  it  was  so  carried,  there 
was  no  doubt  that  the  Gk>vemment  would  at 
once  see  the  necessity  of  taking  steps  to  procure 
the  services  of  experts  from  New  South  Wales,  or 
of  communicating  with  the  Agent-General  with 
the  view  of  obtaining  competent  persons  from 
England.  In  all  probabiUty  this  would  be  the 
last  time  that  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
raising  his  voice  on  behalf  of  these  unfortunate 
people,  who  could  not  speak  for  themselves. 
They  were  not  roads,  bridges,  or  railways;  tliey 
bad  no  vote,  and  had  no  one  to  speak  for  them  or 
care  for  them ;  and,  if  he  succeeded  in  doing  some 
good  for  them,  it  would  be  a  great  satisfaction  to 
him.  He  begged  to  move  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name. 

The  Hon.  iMr.  WHITAKER  would  ask  the 
honorable  member  if  he  would  alter  his  motion 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  from  England,'*  so 
that  they  might  see  first  what  could  be  done 
with  regard  to  other  places,  especially  Xew  South 
Wales;  and,  if  unsuccessful  there,  they  might 
then  send  to  England.  If  the  motion  were 
amended  in  this  way,  he  would  not  oppose  it. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASER  would  be  quite 
willing  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman. 

ffon.  Captain  Fraser 


The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES,  in  seconding  the 
motion,  must  express  his  great  gratification  at  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman,   fur  they 
would  lead  his  hearers  to  hope  that  some  measures 
would  be  taken  by  the  present  Government  to 
abate  the  dreadful  state  of  affairs  which  was  dis- 
closed in  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Lunatic 
Asylums.    No  one  could  read  that  report  without 
feeling  shocked  that  the  most  helpless  class  in  the 
whole  community  had  been  so  far  neglected  as  to 
be  treated  a  great  deal  worse  than  we  should 
treat  our  beasts  of  burden.     He  would  not  dwell 
upon  the  details  which   had  been  so  fully  ex- 
plained   by  the   Hon.   Captain   Eraser,   in   cor- 
roboration of  the  matters  disclosed  in  the  report 
of  Dr.  Skae.    But,  while  he  trusted   that  that 
Assembly  would  be  so  far  impressed   with  the 
necessity  for  making  proper  protision  for  this 
class   of  unfortunates  that  one  of  the  earliest 
votes  in  another  place  would  be  towards  provid- 
ing sufficient  accommodation  for  them,  he  held 
that,  even  with  the  additional  accommodation, 
something  more  was  requisite  in  order  to  give 
them  a  chance  of  being  restored  to  health  and 
to  their  families.     It  was  well  that  the  Govern* 
ment  should  take  into  consideration  the  recom- 
mendation of  some  of  the   highest  authorities 
upon  this  question  ;    and  they  found   that  one 
ot   those  authorities — perhaps  the   highest,  Dr. 
Conolly — pointed  out  in  the  Britvth  and  Foreign 
Medical  Jieview  that  the  success  of  treatment  in 
a  curative  asylum  depended  very  greatly  upon 
the  arrangements  in  that  asylum — that  a  great 
deal  of  the   success  likely   to  result  from   the 
seclusion  of  the  insnne  patients  in  an  asylum 
would  depend  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
architect  had  constructed    the   building.      The 
same  writer  also  proceeded   to  point  out  that, 
however  well  the  building  might  be  contrired, 
very   much    of   the    success    of   the   treatment 
would  depend  upon   its   being  under  the  direc* 
tion    of    a    medical    superintendent.      He   al«o 
pointed  out  that  a  comparative  return  showed 
that  the  number  of  cures  in  a  variety  of  hos- 
pitals bore  a  direct  ratio   to  the   fact   of   the 
superintendents  being  medical  men  ;  and  in  this 
he  was  borne  out  by  a  report  made  to  the  Im- 
perial Government  on  the  colonial  hospitals  mud 
asylums,  and  circulated  through  the  colonies  some 
years  ago.     In  this  report  it  was  shown  that, 
taking  a  group  of  asylums — notably  those  in  the 
West  Indies,  which  were  under  very  different 
systems  of  management  —  in  those  which  were 
under  the  direct  management  of  resident  medical 
chiefs  the  proportion  of  cures  was  much  greater 
than  in  those  in  which  the  superintendent  was  m 
non-professional  person.     The  tribute  which  Dr. 
Skae  paid  to  Mr.  Hume  for  his  management  of 
the  asylum  in  Dunedin  was,  he  believed,   very 
well  deserved ;   but  then   Mr.  Hume  was   one 
among  hundreds,  and  his  special  aptitude  for  the 
treatment  of  the   unfortunates   under  his   care 
must  not  be  taken  as  a  criterion  of  the  eaccees 
usually  attending  the  management  of  non*pro* 
fessional  persons.    With  reference  to  this  point 
he  might  refer  to  what  the  report  he  had  jast 
named  said  on  the  subject.    [Extracts  read.]    He 
thought  no  one  would  dispute  the  nlue  A  the 
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information  given  bj  Dr.  Conollj.  He  was  glad 
to  learn,  from  the  remarkfl  of  the  lion.  Captain 
Fraser,  that  there  was  a  prospect  that  some  of 
our  asylums  at  least  wouLl  be  placed  under  the 
control  of  medical  men  ;  but  he  would  suggest  to 
luH  honorable  friend  whether  it  would  not  be 
well  to  include  in  his  motion  the  name  of  another 
place  as  well  as  the  tiiree  mentioned.  It  appeared 
from  the  report  that  tlie  numbers  confined  in  the 
diflerent  asylums  stood  in  tliis  waj  :  Dunedin, 
253;  Chrislchurch,236j  Wellington,  117  j  Auck- 
land, 196.  If  it  was  desirable  to  have  a  re!*ident  I 
medical  man  in  charge  where  the  number  of 
patients  was  117,  be  felt  that  it  was  still  more 
desii'able  that  there  should  be  such  an  officer  in 
an  establishment  where  there  were  106  patients. 
He  was  gratified  to  find  another  paragraph  in  Dr. 
Skae's  report.  Speaking  of  the  new  buildings 
designed  at  Seaclitf,  near  Dunedin,  he  said, — 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  possession  of 
fire  hundred  acres  of  good  land  will  greatly  reduce 
the  cost  of  the  patients'  maintenance,  and,  by 
affording  them  the  means  of  abundant,  cheerful, 
and  healthy  employment,  tend  to  promote  the 
core  of  those  who  are  curable,  and  greatly  to 
increase  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  them  all. 
It  will  also,  in  future,  be  possible,  with  so  large 
an  extent  of  land,  to  provide  increased  accommo- 
dation of  a  comparatively  cheap  and  simple  kind, 
by  means  of  cottages  placed  nere  and  there  for 
the  ase  of  harmless  and  industrious  patients,  who, 
as  a  rule,  much  prefer  the  more  natural  and 
homely  life  they  are  thus  permitted  to  lead  to 
dwelling  in  a  vast  asylum.'* 

That,  he  thought,  gave  the  key-note  to  an 
alteration  which  he  hoped  to  see  introduced  in 
the  treatment  of  our  lunatics.  Those  who  were 
familiar  with  the  subject  would  know  very  well 
that  the  system  under  which  the  largest  number 
of  cures  had  been  effected  was  that  wliich  had 
been  in  operation  in  Belgium  for  generations.  In 
connection  witli  a  large  central  estabUshment,  the 
small  farmers  in  a  district  called  Qhiel  received 
insane  patients  who  were  not  dangerous  to  them- 
selves or  to  others,  and  sometimes  they  even  re- 
ceived patients  of  a  worse  description.  They  had 
been  accustomed  from  childhood  to  have  such 
people  living  with  them,  and  they  had  acquired 
a  marvellous  aptitude  in  the  treatment  of  them. 
The  patients  who  were  fit  to  be  sent  out  from  the 
central  institution  were  boarded  at  those  farms, 
and  the  proportion  of  cures  was  very  large  indeed 
compared  with  the  results  in  other  establish- 
ments. Now,  it  was  possible  that  that  system 
might  bo  introduced  into  New  Zealand.  Seeing 
that  it  had  been  to  successful  in  Belgium,  it 
znieht  deserve  consideration  whether,  when  they 
baa  the  means  provided  for  further  accommoda- 
tion, it  might  not  be  well  to  bring  out  to  the 
colony  a  few  families  from  the  district  he  had 
mentioned,  in  order  to  begin  the  system  which 
had  been  found  so  successful  there.  He  thought 
be  had  touched  upon  the  different  points  which 
bad  been  raised  by  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser, 
and  he  once  more  expressed  his  gratification  that 
the  wants  of  these  helpless  individuals  were 
attracting  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  **  That, 


considering;  the  number  of  patients  at  present  in 
the  Lunatic  Asylums  of  Canterbury,  Otago,  and 
Wellington,  this  Council  {»  of  opinion  that  the 
Q-overument  should  take  the  necessary  steps  for 
securing  the  services  of  three  properly-qualified 
medical  practitioners  from  a  neighbouring  colony, 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  situations  of  medical 
superintendents  of  the  Lunatic  Asylums  of  Can- 
terbury, Otago,  and  Wellington." — (Hon,  Captain 
Fraser.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  thought  the 
thanks  of  the  Council  were  due  to  the  Hon. 
Captain  Fraser  for  bringing  this  subject  for- 
ward. But  he  did  not  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  went  far  enough.  The  mere  appoint- 
ment of  medical  superintendents  for  the  lunatic 
asylums  woidd  not  improve  the  condition  of  the 
inmates  very  much.  It  was  necessary  to  go  very 
much  further  than  that.  Up  to  the  time  when 
the  provinces  were  abolished,  the  Provincial  Go- 
vernments looked  after  these  institutions,  and 
there  was  no  doubt  that,  although  they  were 
not  perfect,  still  several  of  those  bodies  did  the 
best  they  could  to  keep  the  asylums  in  the  best 
possible  condition.  With  respect  to  the  one  in 
Christchurch,  he  might  say  that,  many  years  ago, 
the  Provincial  Council  decided  to  have  a  medical 
superintendent;  but  there  was  some  vested  in- 
terest, he  thought,  in  the  way,  and,  although  the 
Council  carried  the  resolution  by  a  large  major- 
ity, nothing  had  been  done  towards  carrying  it 
out  up  to  the  present  time.  When  the  provinces 
were  abolished,  of  course  the  management  of 
these  institutions  became  entirely  a  matter  per- 
taining to  the  General  Government.  He  would 
ask  any  one  who  had  looked  through  the  reports 
of  Dr.  Skae,  commencing  in  1877  and  going  on 
through  1878  and  1879,  what  the  General  Go- 
vernment had  done  towards  improving  these  in- 
stitutions or  keeping  them  up.  They  had  done 
nothing  at  all.  If  honorable  members  looked  at 
the  report  of  1877,  at  the  report  of  1878,  and  at 
the  report  of  1879,  they  would  find  the  same 
complaint  running  through  the  whole  of  them. 
He  (Mr.  G.  Buckley)  not  only  blamed  the  late 
Government,  but  also  the  preceding  Govem- 
nient.  They  were  both  deserving  of  the  severest 
censure,  not  only  of  the  Legislature,  but  of 
the  whole  colony,  for  the  neglect  they  had 
shown  of  these  institutions.  He  wished  to  pro- 
pose an  addition  to  thb  resolution,  to  the  effect 
that  the  attention  of  the  Government  should  be 
called  to  the  reports  of  Dr.  Skae,  because  he 
thought  that  the  mere  appointment  of  medical 
superintendents  would  only  leave  the  matter  where 
it  was  before.  Any  one  who  read  the  Inspector's 
reports  must  be  satisfied  not  only  that  the  present 
condition  of  our  lunatic  asylums  was  a  disgrace 
to  the  Government  and  to  the  colony,  but  that 
the  Legislature  should  protest  against  any  Go- 
vernment being  allowed  to  negl§ct  those  insti- 
tutions any  longer.  The  addition  which  he  would 
propose  to  the  resolution  was  as  follows :  **  and 
that  the  reports  of  the  Inspector,  Dr.  Skae,  recom- 
mending alterations  and  additions  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  various  lunatic  asylums  of  the 
colony,  should  receive  the  immediate  and  serious 
consideration  of  the  Government," 
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The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  must  demur 
to  the  censure  which  the  last  speaker,  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  introduced  the 
motion,  had  been  pleased  to  pass  upon  the  ad- 
ministration of  lunatic  asjlums  by  the  late  Go- 
Tern  ment,  and  he  would  show  that  there  was  no 
reason  for  making  the  contrast  between  the  con- 
duct of  the  Q-eneral  Government  and  that  of  the 
late  ProFincial  Governments  which  had  been 
made  by  the  honorable  gentlemen,  lie  would 
speak  from  facts,  because,  with  the  exception  of 
Hokitika,  he  had  inspected  every  asylum  in  the 
colony.  He  had  seen,  with  the  greatest  regret, 
that  the  asylums  were  overcrowded ;  and  he  could 
bear  out  everything  that  Dr.  Skae  had  said.  But 
why  was  it  so  ?  Was  it  because  the  number  of 
lunatics  had  suddenly  increased?  Was  it  be- 
cause the  General  Government  had  neglected  the 
matter  ?  No :  because  the  Government,  speaking 
for  that  of  which  he  had  had  the  honor  to  belong, 
had  spent  the  very  last  pound  they  could  ask 
Parliament  to  give  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
suitable  buildings.  No ;  the  fact  was  that,  in 
apite  of  everything  the  Government  could  do, 
they  had  not  been  able  to  overtake  the  de- 
ficiencies of  years.  The  honorable  gentleman 
came  from  a  part  of  the  country  where  insuf- 
ficient accommodation  existed  ;  but  he  must 
know  that  everything  possible  to  be  done  under 
the  circumstances  had  been  done  t^  provide  for 
the  comfort  and  proper  treatment  of  the  lunatics, 
with  this  exception,  that  there  was  no  medical 
officer,  properly  speaking,  resident  at  the  asylum, 
and  he  (Ct»lonel  Whitmore)  entirely  went  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  in  what  he  said  in  that 
respect.  He  regretted  to  say  that  up  to  the 
present  time  there  had  been  uniform  opposition 
throughout  the  colony  to  the  idea  of  properly- 
trained  medical  officers — men  capable  of  dealing 
BcientiBcally  with  lunacy  —  being  brought  from 
Home  and  appointed  to  the  various  asylums,  and 
therefore  it  had  been  considered  hopeless  to  in- 
troduce such  a  proposition  to  Parliament.  The 
appointment  of  Dr.  Skae  himself  would  certainly 
have  been  rejected  in  another  place  had  it  not 
appeared  that  an  agreement  had  been  entered 
into,  before  the  matter  was  brought  before  Par- 
liament, under  which  he  was  engaged  for  three 
years.  In  the  face  of  such  a  feeling  as  that,  and 
in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  the  money  to  enable 
the  Gk>vernment  to  afford  the  necessary  accommo- 
dation for  lunatics  was  always  grudgingly  given 
by  Parliament,  how  could  the  Gk)vernment  be 
expected  suddenly  to  go  the  whole  length  of  pro- 
posing  t^  Parliament  to  import  specially-trained 
medi^  officers  to  attend  the  lunatics  ?  The  first 
want,  undoubteiUy,  was  increased  accommodation ; 
and,  in  spite  of  all  the  honorable  gentleman  bad 
said,  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  contended  that  the 
late  Government  had  done  the  utmost  in  their 
power  to  supply  that  want.  Tliis  very  report 
thowed  that,  in  regard  to  the  paragraph  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  road  out  and  animad- 
verted 80  strongly  upon,  there  had  been  improve- 
ments effected.  Dr.  Skae  said,  "Since  this  time 
last  year  additional  accommodation  for  male 
patients  has  been  provided  by  the  erection  of 
a  new  wing  for  fifty."  That  showed  that  at 
Eon,  Wr,  O.  Bvckl^ 


the   time  of  writing  that  part  of  the  report  to 
which   the   honorable    gentleman   had  referred, 
which  was  dated  the  25th  and  29tli  December, 
the  action  taken  had  cured  this  state  of  things. 
What  had  been  done  in  Wellington  had   been 
done  elsewhere.    The  honorable  gentleman  must 
know  that  at  Dunedin  a  large  new  asylum  was 
being  built,  and  one  was  in  course  of  construction 
at  Auckland,  of  considerable  dimensions  and  sub- 
stantial in  material.    A  second  wing  for  the  male 
portion  of  the  Christchurch  Asylum  would  have 
been  proceeded  with  before  now  but  for  the  cir- 
cumstance that  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  a 
contract  within,  or  in  any  degree  approaching,  the 
estimate.     For  some  reason  which  be  did  not 
understand,  at  the  time  it  was  proposed  to  pro- 
ceed with  this  building  all  tenders  for  Christ- 
church  work   were  at  least  80  per  cent,  above 
the  estimates,  and  above  anything  that  bad  ever 
been  paid  for  similar  services  previously.     Mr. 
Macandrew  had  shown   him   that  the  tenders 
were  out  of  all  reason,  and  when  that  gentleman 
was  in  Christchurch  he  endeavoured  to  diffoover 
the  cause,  but  failed.     He  made  inquinea  of  all 
the  best-informed  persons,  consulting  the  Chair- 
man  of    the  Lyttelton  Harbour  Board,  among 
others,  and  the  officers  of  the  department ;  but  no 
explanation  could  be  obtained.     No  person  could 
satisfactorily  account  for  the  great  increase,  while 
all  admitted  that  the  tenders  were  abnormally 
high.    Therefore  it  was  judged  best  to  come  to  a 
compromise,  by  which  only  a  portion  of  the  work 
was  gone  on  with.    At  Nelson  and  Hokitika,  two 
places  where  the  Provincial  Governments  appeared 
to  have  done  their  duty  completely,  and  provided 
buildings  not  only  sufficient  for  the  time   they 
had  control,  but  for  the  immediate  future,  verj 
little  had  been  done  by  the  General  Government, 
but  nothing  was  required  to  be  done.    They  were 
not  crowded,  and  both  from  Dr.  Skae*s  report  and 
from  his  own  observation  he  had  come   to  the 
conclusion  that  very  little  improvement  was  re- 
quired.    He  claimed  that  this  was  a  matter  in 
which  neither  the  Gk)vemment  nor  its  predeces- 
sor could  be  blamed  ;  or,  at  any  rate,  the  Legis- 
lature must  accept  blame  in  equal  proportions. 
When  a  Legislature  was  unwilling  to  vote  money 
for  lunatic  asylums — when  a  Legislature  viewed 
with  so  much  jealousy  all  expenditure  on  lunatic 
asvlums  that  it  would  have  absolutely  discharged 
the  Inspector  from  the  service  of  the  country  bj 
refusing  to  vote  his  salary  had  it  not  appeared 
that  he  had  been  engaged  for  a  period  of  three 
years — it  must  be  content  to  accept  some  share  of 
the  blame  which  devolved  upon  the  Government 
in   consequence  of  the  condition  of  the  lunaUe 
asylums. 

An  Hon.  Me^tbsb. — No,  no. 

ihe  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  tbmt 
honorable  gentlemen  might  say  *'  No ; "  but 
nevertheless  that  was  his  (Colonel  Whitmore^s) 
opinion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY.— The  Parlia- 
ment has  always  voted  everything  it  has  been 
asked  for. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  inquired  whe- 
ther the  honorable  gentleman  imagined  that  s 
6bvemment  did  not  know,  without  patting  t 
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on  the  estimates,  whetlicr  the  House  i;voaId  vote 
those  sums.  Did  the  honorable  gentleman  be- 
liere  that  any  Q-overnment  would  put  sums  on 
the  estimates  wlien  they  knew  they  were  not 
likely  to  succeed?  But  he  would  tell  the  honor- 
able gentleman — and  every  one  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  subject  would  tell  him  the  same — 
that  the  sums  spent  on  lunatic  asylums  during 
the  last  three  or  four  yenrs  had  been  consider- 
able— of  that  he  miglit,  if  ho  chose,  satisfy  him- 
self by  looking  up  the  estimates — and  those  sums 
had  been  rigorously  applied  in  the  best  direction. 
They  had  been  spent  under  the  advice  of  the 
proper  officer,  Dr.  Skao  j  and  the  condition  of  the 
lunatics,  though  far  from  what  he  (Colonel  Whit- 
more)  might  wish  it  to  be,  still  was  as  good  as  it  i 
possibly  could  bo  with  the  means  at  tlie  disposal  | 
of  the  Government.  It  was,  after  all,  a  question  [ 
of  room  and  accommodation,  and  not  a  question 
of  treatment.  The  working  of  the  ««ystem  under 
Dr.  Skae  for  curing  lunatics  had  been  all  that  the 
accommodation  would  enable  it  to  be.  In  Wel- 
lington, had  there  been  an  alternative,  he  would 
have  condemned  the  whole  building,  and  built 
another  asylum  somewhere  in  the  country.  The 
present  was  a  most  improper  site.  It  was  highly 
disapproved  of  by  Dr.  Skae ;  and  nothing  but  the 
immediate  necessities  of  the  case  led  him  to  decide 
that,  after  all,  the  proper  plan  to  meet  the  present 
pressure  was  to  put  up  a  wooden  wing  so  as  to  in- 
creaee  the  accommodation  for  the  time.  But  such 
provisions  were  only  stop-gaps.  It  was  only  by 
such  a  motion  as  that  now  before  the  Council 
that  the  attention  of  Parliament  could  be  forcibly 
drawn  to  the  positively  disgraceful  state  of  the 
lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony.  There  woa,  as 
the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  said,  immense  sympathy 
with  roads,  and  bridges,  and  harbours,  or  anything 
which  would  further  the  interests  of  certain  sec- 
tions of  the  community  ;  but,  when  it  came  to  a 
question  of  the  kind  now  before  the  House,  there 
was  an  indisposition,  formerly  by  the  local  Legis- 
latures, and  now  by  the  Gcnei-al  Assembly,  to 
face  the  thing  to  a  proper  extent.  He  did  not 
say  that  honorable  members  had  not  always 
relieved  their  consciences  by  voting  something  to 
meet  pressing  requirements  here  and  there  ;  but 
the  arrears  were  not  to  be  overtaken  by  that 
means.  The  country  must  be  prepared  to  spend 
a  great  deal  more  than  it  had  shown  any  inclina- 
tion to  do  in  the  past.  Dr.  Skae,  last  year,  had 
made  suggestions  for  which  it  was  estimated 
£300,000  would  require  to  be  expended  in 
giving  the  necessary  accommodation ;  but  he 
(Colonel  Whilmore)  would  like  to  know  what 
probability  there  was  of  having  £300,000  voted 
all  at  once.  Honorable  gentlemen  would,  per- 
haps, forgive  him  for  saying  there  had  been 
no  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  alleviate  the  condition  of  the  lunatic 
asylums.  When  these  institutions  were  handed 
over  to  the  colony  by  the  provinces,  they  were  a 
long  way  behind  the  requirements  of  the  times; 
and  the  natural  increase  of  lunacy  with  an  in- 
creasing population  had  prevented  successive 
Gt)vemment8  from  overtaking  that  long  start. 
There  was  now  a  Bill  before  the  Council  —  the 
Habitoal  Drunkards  Bill — which,  if  passed,  would 


have  the  e£Eect  of  relieving  the  overcrowded 
lunatic  asylums,  because,  beyond  a  doubt,  the 
lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony  were  now  most  im- 
properly used  as  retreats  for  a  large  number  of 
habituad  drunkards.  These  persons  did  a  great 
deal  of  harm  to  those  inmates  who  were  lunatics, 
and,  besides  thi?,  they  could  not  be  treated  in 
these  institutions  in  the  way  which  science  showed 
was  the  best  way  to  cure  habitual  drunkards.  It 
could  be  satisfactorily  proved  that,  if  such  an  Act 
as  that  referred  to  wore  passed,  a  largo  part  of 
the  male  patients  might  at  once  be  removed  from 
the  lunatic  asylums ;  and  that  was  one  way  in 
which  a  great  deal  of  good  could  be  done  whenever 
possible.  Dr.  Skae  was  a  painstaking,  laborious 
officer,  who  devoted  himself  with  great  earnest- 
ness to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  and  there 
was  no  doubt  that  his  reports  were  most  valuable. 
Had  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  been  afraid  of  such 
animadversions  on  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  was  a  member  as  his  honor- 
able and  gallant  friend  had  found  it  his  duty  to 
pass  upon  them,  he  might  very  easily  have  used 
that  influence  which  a  Government  generally  pos- 
sessed to  induce  Dr.  Skae  not  to  writ«  in  such 
strong  terms  upon  this  subject ;  but  he  went 
entirely  with  Dr.  Skae,  and  there  was  not  a  word 
which  he  did  not  approve  of.  He  was  anxious 
that  the  whole  matter  should  go  before  the  public, 
and  that  the  public  attention  should  be  directed 
to  this  great  evil.  The  circumstance  that  the 
people  might  choose  to  blame  the  Government  of 
which  he  was  a  member  had  not  at  all  weighed 
with  him  ;  and,  if  the  Government  now  in  otfice 
could  obtain  credit  for  showing  greater  zeal  and 
going  further  in  alleviating  the  condition  of  luna- 
tics than  their  predecessors,  they  would  have  his 
hearty  support  and  commendation.  There  was 
nothing,  to  his  mind,  more  disgraceful  to  the 
country  than  the  state  in  which  the  late  Go- 
vernment found  the  lunatic  asylums  of  the 
colony  when  they  took  office.-  There  were  in 
some  of  the  asylums  Uttle  cells  in  which  there  was 
barely  standing-room,  yet  in  which  two  lunatics 
were  compelled  to  sleep.  Even  prisoners  under 
punishment  were  not  subjected  to  such  treat- 
ment ;  and  that  men  of  deranged  minds  and, 
probably,  coarse  passions  should  be  so  confined 
was  shocking  to  those  who  thought  on  the  matter. 
The  honorable  gentleman  couhl  not  accuse  him 
of  not  having  good  ground  for  wishing  to  make 
changes  in  regard  to  lunatic  asylums.  Unless  he 
had  been  perfectly  inhuman  he  must  have  wished 
to  alter  it.  In  VVellington  he  had  altered  the 
old  state  of  things  by  a  temporary  expedient: 
but  that  was  not  what  was  wanted.  What  was 
wanted  was  a  piece  of  ground  two  or  three  hun- 
dred acres  in  extent,  altogether  away  from  a 
large  centre  of  population  like  this,  and  yet  not 
so  far  but  that  the  friends  of  lunatics  might  go 
and  see  them.  It  should  be  in  some  place  where 
tho  patients  could  be  employed  in  farming  and. 
other  occupations,  as  they  were  in  one  or  two 
asylums  in  the  colony  at  present.  The  lunatics  in 
Hokitika  were  exceedingly  well  employed  in  the 
work  of  reclaiming  land,  which  by-and-by  would 
be  put  to  great  use.  In  Dunedin  they  could  not 
be  employed  in  that  way,  but  they  were  employed 
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in  various  otlier  wajs — in  baking  bread  for  the 
prisoners,  in  washing,  and  in  a  great  many  other 
ways.  •  It  would  be  found  that  already  the 
Gorernment  had  contemplated  making  increased 
provision  for  medical  olHcors  at  the  asylums,  as 
suggested  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  It  was 
proposed  to  offer  them  a  sum  which  a  medi- 
cal gentleman  might  accept,  and  to  require 
them  to  live  at  the  asylum  and  to  devote 
their  whole  attention  and  time  to  the  patients. 
And  this  was  absolutely  necessary,  because  some 
of  the  asylums — particularly  those  at  Auckland 
and  Christchurch — were  situated  at  such  a  dis- 
tance from  town  that  the  patients  were,  under 
the  present  system,  really  dtprived,  in  the  case 
of  sudden  illness,  of  the  benefits  of  medical 
attendance.  But  that  was  not  all.  It  was  de- 
sirable to  have  some  person  who  had  learned 
the  scientific  mode  of  treating  lunacy.  He  had 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Commissioners  of 
Lunacy  in  England  would  provide  the  colony 
with  two  or  three  suitable  men  at  a  salary  of 
£600  a  year  ;  and  if  tlie  prejudice  against  bring- 
ing men  from  outside  could  be  removed,  and  if 
the  profession  would  help  the  G-overnment,  he 
believed  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  would 
be  to  get  such  men  as  these  from  Home,  so  that 
the  lunatics  might  be  treated  scientifically.  He 
should  be  glad  to  help  any  Government  which 
could  see  their  way  to  carir  out  these  proposals. 
He  did  not  believe  equally  competent  persons 
could  be  got  from  New  South  Wales ;  and  he 
preferred  haring  men  sent  out  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Lunacy.  But  the  worst  difficulty  was 
not  there,  nor  in  the  prejudice  people  had  against 
sending  out  of  the  colony  for  skill,  nor  in  profes- 
sional jealousies;  but  in  the  want  of  money  for 
new  buildings.  In  making  this  protest  against 
the  animadversions  of  the  honorable  gentleman, 
he  could  only  say  that,  if  the  Government  were 
able  to  do  something  more  than  had  been  done 
for  the  lunatics,  they  would  have  no  more  sincere 
thanks  from  anybody  than  they  would  have  from 
him. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  bad  not 
intended  to  speak  on  this  question,  for  he  could 
never  think  of  it  without  shame  and  humilia- 
tion :  but  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  hear 
wimt  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore, 
by  way  of  protest  against  the  blame  east  upon  the 
late  Government,  without  feeling  indignation  at 
such  sentiments.  To  whom  was  the  Ijcgislature 
to  look  for  guidance  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  but 
to  the  Government  of  the  day  ?  Who  else  but 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  have  pretended 
that  all  the  evil  was  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the 
Legiflature  to  devote  money  for  a  purpose  so 
closely  affecting  the  best  feelings  of  every  one 
in  the  colony?  Had  the  Government  which  he 
had  represented  in  the  Council  ever  proposed  to 
the  Parliament  the  necessity  of  a  vote  ? 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOllE.— Yes. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— Did  they 
ever  insist  upon  it  that  Parliament  should  vote 
the  money  ?  Had  they  ever  brought  a  proper 
plan  of  expenditure  upon  the  lunatic  asylums  of 
the  colony  before  Parliament?  He  denied  that 
they  had  ever  done  so ;  and  the  statement  of  the 
Son,  Colonel  Whitmort 


honorable  gentleman  that  they  were  hopelets  of 
inducing  the  Parliament  to  give  them  the  money 
required  was  a  mere  subterfuge.  Had  they  for  a 
moment  thought  of  consulting  Parliament,  when 
they  entered  into  contracts  for  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands  to  the  extent  of  a  million,  when  they 
entered  into  illegal  contracts  for  railways  to  the  * 
extent  of  thousands  of  pounds,  or  when  they 
wasted  thousands  of  pounds  on  Native  purposes 
without  the  slightest  regard  to  the  votes  in  the 
Appropriation  Act  ?  If  there  was  one  single 
object  on  which  the  Government  would  have 
been  justified  in  spending  money  not  voted  by 
Parliament,  surely  it  would  have  been  in  the 
improvement  of  the  lunatic  asylums  of  the 
colony.  It  was  deplorable,  when  the  Council 
knew  what  large  sums  of  money  had  been  spent 
without  authority  in  other  ways,  to  see  this 
miserable,  wretched  stibterfuge  resorted  to  by  the 
late  Government  to  shield  themselves  from  blame 
in  this  matter.  He  was  ashamed  to  hear  the 
honorable  gentleman  speak  as  he  did.  Of  course 
it  was  in  his  department,  and  it  was  natural  that 
he  should  defend  himself  from  statements  show- 
ing his  maladministration;  but  every  one  who 
read  the  report  of  Dr.  Skae  mast  feel  his  blood 
tinffle  within  him  to  find  that  a  Government, 
which  called  itself  a  civilized  Government, 
should  first  allow  such  a  state  of  things  to 
occur,  and  then  come  down  and  defend  itself  in 
such  a  manner.  Let  the  Council  weigh  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  excuses  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man by  one  instance.  He  said  that  one  of  the 
reasons  why  nothing  had  been  done  was  that  it 
would  have  required  £300,000  to  make  the  neces- 
sary alterations  in  the  asylums. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.  — In  one 
year. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— That  was 
not  what  Dr.  Skae  told  them.  He  said  no- 
thing of  the  kind.  He  said,  after  dealing  with 
the  figures,  "  These  estimates,  together  with  the 
liabilities,  make  a  total  of  over  £100,000,  which 
will  probably  be  required  to  complete  the  worin 
alreadv  on  hand  or  recommended  to  be  under- 
taken. That  was  a  very  different  statement. 
It  was  shameful  that  these  things  should  go 
on  as  they  had  done.  When  the  Provincial 
Councils  had  the  duty  imposed  upon  them. 
Heaven  knew  they  neglected  it,  though  at  any 
rate  they  strove  to  some  extent,  with  their  limited 
means,  to  carry  out  reforms :  but  as  soon  as  the 
matter  passed  into  the  charge  of  the  colony  a 
good  deal  less  was  done  ;  and  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  was  a 
member  lay  the  whole  blame.  They  came  into 
power  almost  immediately  after  Abolition  came 
fully  into  operation  ;  they  had  a  large  majoritj ; 
they  pretended  to  come  into  power  to  cure  the 
abuses  which  they  said  had  prevailed  under  the 
previous  GK)vcrnment ;  they  exhausted  the  coun- 
try with  a  series  of  orations  delivered  by  one 
Minister  after  another,  as  to  the  shameful  eriU 
which  had  marked  the  course  of  their  prede- 
cessors, every  one  of  which  evils  they  were  going 
to  cure;  and  yet,  among  all  the  administratire 
failures  which  could  be  charged  against  that  Qo- 
vemmenti  among  all  the  things  which  culminated 
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in  the  rejection  of  themselyea  by  the  country  in 
the  soBsion  just  passed,  and  again  in  the  present 
session,  there  was  nothing  which  had  tended  more 
strongly  to  condemn  them  than  theii*  total  dis- 
regard of  the  lunatic  asylums  of  the  country. 
Any  honest  (^OTemment  would  have  looked 
upon  this  matter  as  inToWing  the  highest  duty, 
a  duty  which  ought  to  hare  been  preferred  to 
unauthorized  expenditure  for  log-rolling  purposes, 
to  the  cmploymeut  of  steamers  as  yachts,  and 
to  spending  largo  sums  of  money  for  political 
objects,  as  they  had  done.  It  was  with  humilia- 
tion and  shame  that  he  had  seen  this;  and  it 
was  because  he  knew  that  the  Government  at 
present  in  office  contained  one  man  (Mr.  Holies- 
ton)  upon  whom  the  country  mi^ht  really  rely  as 
liaring  always  taken  an  interest  in  these  matters, 
and  who  would,  at  any  rate,  give  his  best  attention 
to  them,  that  he  thought  there  was  some  hope 
for  the  future.  But  the  Council  must  not  be 
deluded  into  the  belief  into  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  lead  it,  that  the  late  Goyem- 
inent  was  not  the  most  to  blame  of  any  GoTem- 
ment  for  baring  neglected  so  great  a  duty. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  was  anxious  to  assure 
the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  that,  as  far  as  he  was 
aware,  the  medical  profession  would  welcome 
the  adoption  of  such  a  proposal  as  he  had  sub- 
mitted. He  believed  the  profession  as  a  whole 
fras  in  favour  of  the  employment  of  experts  in 
lunatio  asylums.  It  was  true  that  in  some  few 
instances  medical  men  had  been  personally  inter- 
ested in  retaining  the  old  condition  of  things ; 
but  the  profession,  as  a  general  rule,  were 
aware  that  in  no  single  disease  were  the  ser- 
▼ices  of  experts  more  valuable  than  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  insane.  It  was  equally  recognized 
by  the  profession  that  any  successful  treatment 
of  the  insane  must  be  carried  out  by  medical 
men  residing  within  the  asylums.  For  his  own 
part,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
money  which  had  been  spent  in  paying  profes- 
Bional  men  merely  to  visit  asylums  occasionally 
had  been  for  the  most  part  wasted.  It  would  be 
found  that  in  such  asylums  the  amount  of  treat- 
ment devoted  to  insanity  proper  had  been  slight 
indeed.  It  would  be  found  that  the  treatment 
had  been  confined  to  the  administering  of  a  few 
boluses,  pnrgatives,  and  draughts ;  but  that  was 
not  what  was  required.  What  was  required  was 
that  scientific  treatment  should  be  accorded  to 
the  disease  of  insanity.  It  was  impossible  to  dis- 
criminate between  the  insane  who  were  curable 
and  the  insane  who  were  incurable  without  the 
closest  personal  study  of  each  particular  case. 

The  hour  of  four  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  the  Orders  of  the  day. 

HABITUAL  DRUNKARDS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  wished  to  guard  him- 
self against  the  belief  that  he  intended  to  push 
it  through  during  the  present  session.  Thev  all 
agreed  that  anything  which  would  tend  to  check 
drunkenness  was  very  desirable,  and  it  might  be 
that  this  Bill  was  well  adn[>tcd  for  dealing  with 
the  evil  to  a  certain  extent;  but  the  Bill  was 
founded  on  a  measure  whicli  had  been  introduced 


into  the  English  Parliament,  and  it  was  admitted 
on  all  sides  that  it  was  purely  of  a  tentative 
character.  It  might  be  that  it  would  turn  out 
very  well,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  it  might 
be  a  failure ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
rather  precipitate  to  follow  the  legif»lation  on  this 
subject  proposed  in  England  so  closrly  as  was 
proposed  on  this  occasion.  His  own  impression 
was,  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  seen 
what  was  the  result  elsewhere  before  attempting 
to  deal  with  this  subject,  because  the  experiment 
would  necessarily  involve  the  expenditure  of  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  in  order  that  it  might 
have  a  fair  trial.  It  would  be  necessary  to  have 
institutions  probably  almost  as  expensive  in  many 
instances  as  lunatic  asylums,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  Act ;  and,  looking  at  the  present 
state  of  the  country  and  the  present  state  of 
the  finances,  he  thought  it  would  be  injudicious 
to  involve  themselves  in  such  an  expense  in  an 
undertaking  of  a  purely  tentative  character,  with- 
out knowing  what  would  bo  the  probable  result. 
However,  he  was  very  desirous  that  the  matter 
should  be  put  fairly  before  the  Council,  and  dis- 
cussed, and  therefore  he  would  propose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  reserving  to  himself 
the  privilege  of  either  pressing  the  Bill  forward 
or  dropping  it.  The  Bill  was  prepared  by  the 
former  Government,  and  was  introduced  by  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore.  Perhaps  that  honor- 
able gentleman  had  given  more  attention  to  the 
subject  than  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  had  been  able 
to  do  up  to  the  present  time.  But  it  struck  him 
that  in  taking  up  this  matter  they  were  entering 
upon  an  undertaking  which  was  still  an  experi- 
ment elsewhere,  and  that  it  would  probably  be 
better  that  they  should  wait  and  see  what  was 
the  result  elsewhere  before  trying  the  experiment 
themselves  with  their  own  money.  He  would 
now  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and 
propose  that  the  Committee  should  be  taken  on 
Tuesday  next,  when  the  Council  might  be  in  a 
position  to  say  whether  the  Bill  should  proceed 
furtlier  or  not. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  this  BUI 
was  founded  upon  a  measure  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Dr.  Cameron,  which  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  through  Com- 
mittee ;  but  what  befel  it  beyond  that  stage 
he  did  not  know,  but  he  believed  it  fell  through 
:n  consequence  of  the  lateness  of  the  session. 
It  was  on  all  sides  favoumbly  commented  on  in 
Parliament,  to  the  extent  of  the  voluntary  part- 
that  was  to  say,  that  part  under  which  a  person 
feeling  himself  to  be  subject  to  this  unfortunate 
failing  might  voluntarily  resign  his  liberty,  and 
be  kept  under  treatment.  In  the  debulo  which 
occurred  in  the  House  of  Commons  there  was  no 
difference  of  opinion  at  all  with  regard  to  that 
part  of  the  Bill.  But  there  was  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  far  as  the  compulsory  part  went,  and 
Dr.  Cameron  was  advised  to  withdraw  those  pro- 
visions. He  (Colonel  Whitmore)  did  not  find, 
in  the  Bill  as  passed  through  Committee,  that 
they  were  withdrawn ;  but  Dr.  Cameron  con- 
sented during  the  debate  that,  if  the  feeling 
of  the  House  appeared  to  be  very  strongly 
opposed  to  that  part  of  the  Bill,  he  would  with* 
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draw  it.    It  was  not  hoped  bj  this  Bill  to  eflect 
a  radical  cure  of  a  great  national  cur?e  ;  but  it 
was  proposed  to  do  soraetliing  by  way  of  modify- 
ing  the   evil  effects   upon   society  produced    by 
drink.     It  was  hoped  that  under  this  Bill  they 
might   be    able    to    do    something    for    chronic 
drunkards  —  men  who  had  got  into  a  state   in 
wbieh  nothing  but  vt-ry  strong  remedial  measures 
afforded  any  chance  for  them  ;  and  it  was  hoped 
that  the  system  of  treatment  which  had  been 
found  successful  elsewhere  might  operate  bene- 
ficially upon,  he  was  8on*y  to  say,  a  very  con- 
siderable portion  of  our  community.     He  did 
not  tliink  that  there  were  any  establishments  in 
New  Zealand,  except  the  lunatic  asylums,  where 
habitual  drunkards  were  treated.     But  in  Eng- 
land  there  were   many  voluntary  institutions — 
not  holding  powers  given  by  Parliament,  but  es- 
tablishments where  people   voluntarily  resigned 
their  liberty.    Perhaps  a  certain  amount  of  force 
might  be  used,  but  it  was  entirely  without  the 
sanction  of  the  law.     However,  it  was  found  in 
England,  where  the  system  was  not  as  yet  legal- 
ized, and  in  the  United  States  and  in  France,  , 
where  it  was,  that  the  results  were  very  much  the 
same  wherever  it  was  fairly  tried.     According  to  | 
the  statistics   quoted    by   Dr.   Cameron   in  his  j 
speech,  it  appeared  that,  even  in  the  most  un-  | 
fortunately-managed    establishment,    what  were  ' 
called  "  permanent  cures "  amounted  to  33  per  | 
cent,  of  the  persons  treated.     What  they  called  I 
"  permanent    ascertained    cures "    were    people  1 
whose  subsequent  history  they  had  been  able  to 
follow  for  five  years.     If  after  five  years  they 
had  not  relapsed,  they  were  looked  upon  as  per-  ' 
manently  cured.     It  was  found  that  a  consider-  \ 
able  number  could  not  be  traced,  and  that  some 
had  relapsed ;  but  33  per  cent,  were  traced  and  | 
found  to  be  permanently  cured.    That  was  to  i 
say,  one-third  of  the  whole  of  the  persons  treated 
were  known  to  have  been  completely  cured  after  a 
certain  period  of  confinement  in  the  retreat  which 
on  the  whole  was  the  least  successful  of  any,  and 
the  proportion  was  as  high  as  70  per  cent,  in  the 
most  successful  establishment.    That  result  ought 
to  encourage  them  to  try  for  something  of  the 
same  kind  here.     Even  if  no  permanent  cure  were 
accomplished,  ho  contended   that  if  a  man  who 
had  the  power  from  our  custom  and  law  to  ren- 
der his  whole  famUy  wretched,  those  who  were 
dependent  upon  and  could  not  escape  from  him 
— often  destroying  their  happiness  in  this  world, 
and  possibly  in   the  next  —  beggaring  his  for-  \ 
tunes  and  degrading  himself,  and,  with  himself, 
his  family  —  but  who  was  often  a  man  of   the  \ 
tenderest  heart,  and  who  would  do  anything  1o 
escape  from  this  disease  or  vice  that  possesfed 
him — could  voluntarily  resign   his  liberty  for  a 
year,  and  could  check  his  downward  career  for  ; 
ft  short  time,  even  that  little  would  be  an  im- 
mense boon  to  his  family.     Tliere    were  many 
persons,  unfortunately,  who  possessed  this  crav- 
ing, this  disease — if  it  was  one — this   madness 
— who,   if  they   were   alone   in   a  room  -with  a 
barrel  of  beer,  would   put  their  mouth  to  the 
bung,  and  drink  until  they  died — who  had  posi- 
tivefy  no  control  over  themselves  whatever  when 
they  were  brought  close  to  liquor.    Now,  it  was 
Mon.  Colonel  Whitmoro 


said  that  there  was  a  mode  of  treatment,  re- 
cently very  much  improved,  by  which  suoli  per- 
sons could  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with,  and,  to  a 
large  extent,  cured ;  and  should  they  not  apply 
this  treatment  to  such  cases  ?  As  far  at  the 
voluntary  part  was  concerned,  he  could  not  see 
what  possible  objection  there  could  be  to  allow- 
ing this  Bill  to  pass,  except  the  one  which  the 
Attorney -G^eneral  gave  — and  of  course  he  must 
bow  to  it — namely,  the  financial  one.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman,  in  the  exercise  of  his  dis- 
cretion, thought  that  it  was  impossible  to  find 
the  necessary  funds  for  the  purpose,  of  course 
nothing  was  t«  be  said.  But,  even  as  regards 
the  compulsory  part,  subject  of  course  to  the 
same  reservation,  he  thought  they  ought  not  to 
hesitate  about  it.  For  his  part,  lie  would  be 
very  willing  to  allow  the  liberty  of  the  subject  in 
New  Zealand  to  be  interfered  with  to  this  extent. 
It  was,  after  all,  proposed  to  interfere  with  it  to  a 
less  extent  than  was  done  in  the  case  of  a  real 
lunatic,  for  not  half  the  precautions  were  taken 
in  the  case  of  lunacy  that  were  insisted  upon 
in  this  Bill  in  the  case  of  habitual  drunkards. 
There  was  every  possible  opportunity  of  appeal ; 
every  possible  step  that  could  suggest  itself  had 
been  taken  to  insure  that  there  was  no  mistake 
about  the  matter.  And  in  this  case  it  would  not 
be  a  matter  on  which  they  could  have  ignorant 
scientific  opinion,  such  as  was  quoted  by  the  Hon. 
Captain  Fraser,  where  some  medical  gentlemen 
said  that  a  man  was  not  mad  who  had  the  delu- 
sion that  his  wife  was  the  Virgin  Mary.  It  was 
not  a  case  in  which  ignorant  scientific  opinion 
might  injure  a  man's  liberty,  as  might  happen  in 
regard  to  lunacy,  through  an  ignorant  doctor  say- 
ing that  a  man  was  mad  when  he  was  not.  There 
must  be  proof  of  certain  facts — whether  the  man 
had  been  drunk,  and  was  an  habitual  drunkard 
or  not.  That  proof  would  be  given  by  persons 
who  had  every  opportunity  of  judging,  and  no 
skill  was  required  to  ascertain  the  fact.  Then 
the  case  was  decided  by  the  Resident  Magistrate, 
who  was  a  person,  as  a  rule,  accustomed  to  deal 
vei-y  commonly  with  this  vice,  and  who  pro- 
bably would  be  the  same  Resident  Magistrate 
who  had  often  had  to  deal  with  the  particular 
offender.  Perhaps  it  was  hardlv  right,  and  per- 
haps not  necessary,  to  appeal  to  honorable  gentle- 
men on  the  score  of  common  humanity  and  the 
sympathy  they  might  feel  for  the  families  of 
those  persons  who  were  oppressed  in  this  dreadful 
way ;  but  he  thought  it  was  a  fair  question  to 
ask  whether,  on  the  whole,  it  would  not  be  an 
economy  for  the  State  to  save  many  good  men 
who  were  afilicted  with  this  vice,  and  who,  at 
present,  had  got  to  that  state  that  they  oscillated 
between  the  publichouses,  the  police-court,  and 
the  gutter — men,  many  of  whom  they  themselves 
had  in  their  lives  known  to  be  really  good  men, 
with  nothing  against  them  but  this  lamentable 
predisposition  to  drink.  If  it  were  true  thai 
there  was  a  means  by  which  these  persons  could 
be  cured,  the  State  ought  not  to  hesitate,  even  if 
it  did  it  against  their  will,  to  try  to  cure  them. 
If  honorable  gentlemen  would  look  over  this  Bill 
they  would  see  that,  as  he  had  said,  there  were 
many  safeguard  s  to  prevent  any  th  iug  like  maliciout 
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-incftroeration  of  persons  ivho  were  styled  habitual 
drunkards.  From  the  interpretation  clause  they 
would  see  that  an  habitual  drunkard  was  defined 
as  follows  : — 

"  *  Habitual  drunkard '  means  a  person  who, 
by  reason  of  habitual  intemperate  drinking  of 
intoxicating  liquor,  is  dangerous  to  himself  or  to 
others,  or  incapable  of  managing  himself  and  his 
affairs,  or  is  wastefully  destroying  his  property  or 
means;  and  includes  a  woman  who  by  reason 
aforesaid  wastefully  destroys  her  husband's  pro- 
perty or  means,  or  fails  and  neglects  to  take  pro- 
per care  of  her  children." 

It  was  such  a  person  as  that  they  sought  to  put 
under  restraint  for  a  time.  The  Resident  Magis- 
trate, after  hearing  the  case,  had  the  power  to 
authorize  the  apprehension  and  confinement  of 
the  drunkard,  but  by  clause  17  it  would  be  found 
that  he  could  not  be  confined  for  less  than  one 
month  or  more  than  twelye.  That  gave  an  op- 
portunity, at  any  rate  at  the  end  of  every 
twelve  months,  of  the  case  being  reconsidered, 
and  it  was  a  very  reasonable  precaution;  while 
at  the  same  time  there  were  many  opportuni- 
ties of  a  man  being  discharged  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time,  and  of  his  obtaining  leave, 
so  that  in  case  of  recovery  after  a  short  treatment 
he  need  not  be  compulsorily  kept  on  after  the 
object  had  been  attained.  There  were  powers  to 
discharge  voluntary  patients  as  well  as  compul- 
sory patients ;  and,  if  honorable  gentlemen  would 
look  at  the  clauses  in  which  the  retreats  were 
dealt  with,  they  would  find  that  those  establish- 
naents  could  only  be  licensed  for  a  certain  time. 
Therefore  every  year  the  keeper  of  a  retreat 
would  be  compelled  to  show  that  his  establishment 
was  properly  conducted,  or  he  would  not  have 
bis  license  renewed.  Then  there  was  ample  pro- 
vision  for  inspection — not  only  inspection  in  a 
regular  way  by  the  order  of  the  Government,  but 
also  inspection  when  a  Judge  might  choose  to 
order  it.    The  30th  clause  said, — 

"  A  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  on  an  appli- 
cation ex  parte  at  chambers,  or  a  District-Court 
Judge  within  whose  district  any  home  or  retreat 
is  situate,  may,  at  any  time,  by  order  under  his 
band,  authorize  and  direct  any  person  or  persons 
to  visit  and  examine  a  person  detained  in  any 
borne  or  retreat  under  this  Act,  and  to  inquire 
into  and  report  on  any  matters  which  such  Judge 
may  think  fit  in  relation  to  the  person  so  detained. 
The  Judge,  on  receiving  such  report,  may,  if  he 
nhall  think  fit,  order  the  discharge  of  any  person 
eo  detained  from  any  such  home  or  retreat." 

He  thought  that  ought  to  satisfy  any  honor- 
able gentleman  that,  if  there  was  any  interference  ' 
with  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  at  all  evente  it 
was   placed   under  very  great  restrictions,  and 
was  not  hkely  to  do  any  practical  injury  to  the 
public.    He  would  regret  it  if  the  Cbvemment, 
baving  the  means,  did  not  persevere  with  this 
Bill ;   but,  as  against  the  financial  difficulty,  of 
course  he  had  nothing  to  say,  except  to  urge  that 
this  system  might  be  found,  in  connection  with 
the  lunatic  asylums,  to  be  a  mode,  and  not  an  ; 
expensive  one,  of  reducing  the  number  of  per-  ; 
sons  confined  in  those  asylums.    The  example  of  \ 
drunkards,  and  the  effect  of  their  presence  upon  ' 


the  lunatics,  was  said  by  Dr.  Skae,  and  b^  all 
writers  on  the  subject,  to  be  exceedingly  injurious ; 
and  honorable  gentlemen  who  had  expressed  just 
now  so  much  sympathy  with  the  condition  of 
those  unfortunate  persons  would  also  wish  to 
remove  from  amongst  them  a  class  of  persons  who 
should  not  properly  be  associated  with  them.  It 
neither  tended  to  advance  the  cure  of  lunatics, 
nor  of  the  drunkards  themselves,  to  subject  the 
latter  to  the  treatment  which  was  ordinarily 
given  to  lunatics.  He  hoped  the  Council  ^ould, 
at  all  events,  favourably  receive  the  proposition, 
for  very  few  honorable  gentlemen  could  fail  to 
have  seen  many  lamentable  instances  of  persons 
whose  lives  had  been  entirely  wasted,  their  for- 
tunes destroyed,  and  the  happiness  of  those 
belonging  to  them  entirely  ruined,  through  this 
unfortunate  disease,  as  he  believed  it  to  be,  and  a 
curable  disease,  as  he  was  assured  it  was.  There- 
fore, if  they  would  express  an  opinion  favourable 
to  the  Bill,  he  felt  sure  that  when  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  was  in  a  position  to  pass  such 
a  measure,  and  to  bring  it  into  operation,  they 
would  be  strengthened  in  their  efforts  by  such  a 
resolution  in  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  understood 
the  Attorney-General  to  say  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  proceed  with  this 
Bill  during  the  present  session — that  he  brought 
it  forward  simply  that  the  attention  of  honorable 
members  and  the  public  might  be  directed  to  the 
subject.  It  being  not  likely,  then,  that  the  Bill 
would  be  proceeded  with  further  this  session,  he 
had  no  objection  to  make  to  the  course  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  proposed — ^namely,  that  the 
Council  should  formally  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time  and  then  allow  it  to  drop.  He  was  quite 
willing  to  admit  that  this  might  be  a  well-intended 
Bill,  but  of  this  he  was  certain,  that  it  was  an 
extremely  ill-considered  Bill,  and  that  they  would 
be  acting  very  unwisely  indeed  were  they  to  give 
effect  to  it.  Reference  had  been  made  to  its 
being  founded  upon  a  Bill  which  was  introduced 
by  Dr.  Cameron  into  the  British  Parliament. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  Dr.  Cameron's 
Bill  as  it  was  amended  in  Committee  by  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  was  not  aware  whether 
it  got  into  any  stage  beyond  the  committal ;  but 
it  would  probably  astonish  honorable  gentlemen 
to  be  informed  tlmt  the  whole  scope  and  tendency 
of  that  Bill  was  to  give  effect  to  a  provision 
which  was  at  the  preeent  time  on  our  Statute 
Book  in  the  21st  clause  of  "  The  Lunatics  Act, 
1868,"  which,  by  the  present  Bill,  it  was  sought 
to  repeal.  If  honorable  gentlemen  would  turn  to 
that  clause  they  would  find  that  it' was  in  the 
power  of  any  person,  distrustful  of  his  own  power 
to  control  himself  as  regarded  temperance,  to 
make  application  to  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  who,  after  hearing  the  case,  might  decide 
that  compliance  might  be  given  to  his  request, 
and  that  he  should,  for  a  period  of  twelve 
months,  be  kept  in  detention  in  some  asylum. 
That  provision  now  in  our  Statute  Book  ac- 
complished all  which  Dr.  Cameron's  Bill,  as 
amended  by  the  House  of  Commons,  sought  to 
accomplish.  In  this  respect,  as  in  some  other 
respects,  we  had  been  far  in  advance  of  English 
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public  opinion,  having  had  for  some  years  on 
our  Statute  Book  a  law  which  in  England  was 
not  jet  passed,  and  which  during  the  last  session 
had  only  been  fuTourablj  entertained.  This  Bill 
contained  some  of  the  most  extraordinary  provi- 
sions that  were  ever  introduced  into  a  Statute 
He  could  not  imagine  a  greater  interference  with 
individual  liberty  than  was  here  sought  to  be 
made.  Tliere  was  a  new  penal  provision  in  this 
Bill.  Upon  the  application  of  any  relative  of  a 
drunkard,  or  any  guardian  of  a  drunkard,  with- 
out that  drunkard's  personal  appearance  in  a 
Court  of  justice,  he  might  be  sentenced  to  be 
incarcerated  for  a  period  of  twelve  months.  This 
was  a  new  penal  provision,  and  it  would  certainly 
be  open  to  very  considerable  abuse.  Such  a  pro- 
Tision  it  was  proposed  to  insert  in  Dr.  Cameron's 
Bill  in  England,  but  it  was  scouted  by  the 
British  Parliament  as  being  an  interference  with 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  that  ought  not  to  be 
tolerated.  If  honorable  members  would  look 
into  the  Bill  closely  they  would  be  somewhat 
astonished  to  see  that,  upon  the  application  of 
the  parent,  husband,  wife,  relative,  or  guardian 
of  any  person  who  was  considered  to  be  an  habi- 
tual drunkard,  a  Resident  Magistrate  might,  on 
proof  of  the  summons,  whether  the  person  sum- 
moned appeared  or  not,  sentence  him  to  what 
was  practically  a  term  of  imprisonment  of  not 
less  than  one  month  or  more  than  twelve  mouths. 
Now  in  cases  of  positive  crime  they  would  not 
think  of  sentencing  a  criminal  to  a  month's  or 
twelve  months'  imprisonment  without  his  per- 
sonal attendance  at  the  lieariug  of  the  case.  It 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  summons 
had  been  served.  Actual  personal  attendance 
would  be  required.  The  opportunity  of  de- 
fending himself  would  be  afforded  to  the  per- 
son. Yet  under  this  Bill  it  would  be  possible 
for  a  man  to  bo  imprisoned  for  a  period  of  twelve 
months  without  his  personal  attendance  being 
required,  and  without  his  having  that  oppor- 
tunity of  defending  himself  which  should  be 
afforded  to  every  freeborn  subject.  He  thought 
he  had  shown  that  the  compulsory  clause  in  this 
Bill  was  extremely  objectionable ;  and,  as  regarded 
the  voluntary  provision,  that  was  already  on  the 
Statute  Book.  There  were  one  or  two  other  points 
to  which  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  At- 
torney-General, and  on  which  it  would  be  well 
they  should  take  action  before  proceeding  further 
with  the  Bill.  First  of  all,  he  would  like  to 
know  whether  this  Bill  had  been  referred  to  the 
County  Councils  for  their  report.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  make  County  Councils  responsible  for 
the  custody  of  habitul  drunkards— they  were  to 
become  a  charge  upon  the  County  Council  funds. 
He  thought  the  opinions  of  the  County  Councils 
should  at  any  rat«  be  requested,  and  the  matter 
brought  to  their  knowledge,  before  any  action 
whatever  was  taken.  There  was  a  provision  that 
if  a  County  Council  did  not  act  in  accordance 
with  the  intention  of  this  Bill  the  Govern- 
ment should  step  in,  and,  at  the  expense  of 
the  County  Council,  create  homes  for  habitual 
drunkards.  He  could  not  help  feeling  that 
the  effect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  impose  an 
Altogether  unlooked-for  burden  upon  the  coun- 
Mon.  Mr.  Waterhoute 


ties,  and  that  it  was  a  totally  different  BiU> 
from  what  any  one  might  suppose  on  merely 
reading  its  title.  It  appeared  to  him  that  a  per- 
son who  was  an  habitual  drunkard,  and  who  was 
distrustful  of  his  own  power  to  control  himself, 
had  no  right  to  cast  himself  as  a  burden  upon  the 
State  for  twelve  months.  The  community  should 
not  be  called  upon  to  step  in  and  take  care  of 
such  a  man  unless  at  the  same  time  it  became 
entitled  to  the  fruits  of  his  labour.  If  he  was  to 
be  reclaimed  at  the  expense  of  the  Government 
of  this  country,  or  at  the  expense  of  a  County 
Council,  then  certainly  the  Government  or  that 
County  Council  should  liave  the  benefit  of  his 
labour,  so  that  it  might  recoup  itself  to  some 
extent  for  the  expense  cast  upon  it  by  reclaiming 
him.  Even  if  it  were  desirable  to  proceed  with 
this  Bill,  it  would  not  be  competent  for  the 
Council  to  do  so,  because  clause  8  was  clearly  an 
appropriation  clause.  He  believed  there  waa  al> 
ready  on  the  Statute  Book  a  law  which  provided 
sufficiently  for  the  control  of  habitual  drunkards, 
and,  although  it  might  be  desirable  to  create  the 
machinery  sought  to  be  created  by  this  Bill,  still 
the  country  was  not  in  a  position  to  afford  the 
expense;  and  for  these  reasons  he  opposed  the 
Bill,  although  nominally  assenting  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  wished  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  honorable  member  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  to  the  fact  that  the  Bill  introduced  into 
the  Imperial  Parliament  was  purely  a  tentative 
measure,  but  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  went 
further  than  those  of  that  Bill  did.  But  an  im- 
portant objection  taken  in  the  House  of  Lords  to 
that  Bill  was,  that  it  gave  no  guarantee  that  the 
person  who  voluntarily  appli^  to  be  admitted 
into  the  refuge  was  really  a  free  agent.  When 
he  took  that  step  he  might  be  labouring  under 
some  temporary  depression  and  might  be  actinff 
under  the  influence  and  advice  of  friends ;  and 
further,  if  from  the  action  he  took  when  labour- 
ing under  this  depression  he  was  placed  in  the 
refuge,  at  the  end  of  the  first  term  his  friends 
or  the  persons  who  advised  him  to  seek  this  re- 
treat might  be  enabled  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  to  keep  him  there,  because  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  time  for  which  the  person  voluntarily 
sought  refuge  his  relatives  or  mends  might  ap- 
pear before  a  magistrate  and  give  evidence  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  undesirable  that  he  should  be 
released.  The  clause  allowing  a  person  volun- 
tarily to  take  shelter  in  an  English  refuge  did  not 
require  that  the  matter  should  be  decided  by  a 
magistrate.  The  applicant  could  obtain  admis- 
sion on  his  appHcation  being  certified  to  by  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  or  a  solicitor  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  Then,  if  the  friends  of  this  person  who 
volunteered  to  retire  into  this  place  desired  to 
keep  him  there,  they  could  do  so  by  making  an 
application  to  the  magistrate  —  an  implication 
which  might  be  considered  by  the  magistrate  in 
private,  without  the  necessity  of  the  party  to 
whom  it  referred  appearing  before  him — who 
had  power  by  law  to  keep  him  there  for  another 
twelve  months ;  and  so  the  thing  might  go  on  ad 
infinitum.  He  did  not  say  such  a  thing  would 
be  done,  but  this  was  a  power  which  might  be 
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abused;  and  be  wisbed  to  draw  attention  t-o  tbe 
desirableness  of  an  alteration  in  tbia  provision, 
giving  some  safeguard  sucb  as  tbat  the  first  appli- 
cation should  be  beard  by  a  magistrate  in  open 
Court,  and  that  tlie  person  on  account  of  whom 
the  second  application  was  made  should  be  pre- 
sent when  it  was  made. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  agreed  entirely  with 
the  observations  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  as  to  the  absence  of  any  necessity  for  this 
Bill,  and,  secondly,  as  to  the  imperfect,  not  to  say 
objectionable,  character  of  the  legislation  pro- 
posed in  the  Bill.  He  thought  that,  for  all  the 
needs  that  existed  at  present  in  the  colony,  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  now  in  force,  and  wliich  he 
had  had  the  honor  of  introducing  into  the  Council 
ten  years  ago,  were  sufficient.  In  several  places 
where  accommodation  for  such  patients  had  been 
provided,  many  persons  had  availed  themselves  of 
the  provisions  of  that  Act,  and  he  was  not  aware 
that  any  defect  had  been  found  in  the  actual  work- 
ing. But,  looking  at  the  fact  that  there  would 
be  great  difficulty  in  finding  funds  to  provide 
for  existing  asylums,  it  seemed  almost  impos- 
sible, supposing  it  were  necessary  to  proceed  with 
legislation  such  as  was  proposed,  tbat  the  ma- 
chinery could  bo  found  for  carrying  it  out ;  and 
under  these  circumstances,  and  as  ho  understood 
it  was  the  desire  of  the  Government  that  the 
motion  should  be  disposed  of  at  once,  he  would 
move,  That  the  Bill  be  ordered  to  be  road  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  five 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  30/A  October,  1879. 

First  Readings— Second  Readinifs— Third  Reading— Bill 
Discharged  —  Auckland  Expenditure  —  Commissioner 
of  Railways,  Middle  Island  —  J.  McQueen  —  Wark- 
worth  Courthouse  —  Waste  Lands  Hoard  Sittings, 
Greymonth— Chinese  Immigration— High  School  Re- 
serves Bill— A.  and  U.  Kainau— Gold-  and  Diamond 
Prospecting,  Canterbury  —  Polling-places  —  Rabbit 
Nuisance — Electoral  Rolls— Friendly  Societies — Sum- 
monses iKsned,  AVellington  —  Native  Expenditure — 
Maniototo  Crown  Land? — Brighton  Railway — B. 
Walker  and  W.  McWhirter- Slaughterhouses  Bill- 
Government  Banking  Arrangements  Committee  — 
Honorarium— Local  Self-government— Gold  Duty — 
New  River  Pilot-Station  Reserve  Bill— Wellington 
Harbour  Board  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  h&lf-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbaysbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Land-Tax  BUI,  PreTcntion  of  Corruption  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Heathcote  Bridges  Bill,  District  Courts  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Hawke*8  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Kirk's  Land  Road  BiU. 


AUCKLAND  EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  HISLOP  asked  the  Premier,  Upon  what 
principle  tlie  Government  intend  to  base  the  ad- 
justment of  the  expenditure  of  public  money  in 
the  Provincial  District  of  Auckland  and  the  re- 
mainder of  New  Zealand,  in  pursuance  of  their 
ap;reement  with  some  of  the  Auckland  members 
of  the  House ;  and  upon  what  works  they  intend 
to  expend  any  money  due  to  Auckland  in  pur- 
suance of  such  adjustment ;  also,  the  amount 
which  they  estimate  will  be  due  to  Auckland? 
There  had  been  considerable  difference  of  opinion 
expressed  as  to  the  principle  upon  which  money 
raised  by  loan  should  be  distributed.  In  order 
to  set  at  rest  any  doubts  that  might  be  enter- 
tained, he  had  put  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper.  A  short  time  ago  one  of  the  memhers  of 
the  Government  stated  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment was  going  to  be  a  singular  contrast  to  the 
last  Government  in  the  fulness  with  which  it 
would  answer  any  question  put  by  honorable 
members.  He  would  not  say  whether  they  had 
presented  such  a  contrast  in  the  questions  they 
had  already  answered  ;  but  he  hoped  they  wolild 
afford  a  contrast  in  regard  to  this  question,  and 
that  the  House  would  have  fuller  information  on 
this  subject  than  they  had  hitherto  obtained. 

Mr.  HALL  said  tlie  honorable  member  did  no 
more  than  justice  to  the  Government,  when  he 
suggested  that  they  would  give  the  fullest  pos- 
sible information  on  all  subjects,  and  would, be 
as  explicit  as  possible.  He  would  be  so  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  honorable  gentleman 
asked,  "Upon  what  principle  the  Government 
intend  to  hase  the  adjustment  of  the  expenditure 
of  public  money  in  the  Provincial  District  of 
Auckland  and  the  remainder  of  New  Zealand,  in 
pursuance  of  their  agreement  with  some  of  the 
Auckland  members  of  the  House?"  Without 
admitting  that  there  was  any  agreement  for  the 
expenditure  of  any  particular  sum  of  money,  their 
principle  was  this :  that  they  would,  in  the  ad- 
just racist  of  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  as 
far  as  practicable,  do  justice  to  all  parts  of  New 
Zealand.  He  could  not  be  more  explicit  than 
that.  The  honorahle  member  asked,  secondly, 
"  Upon  what  works  the  Government  intend  to 
expend  any  money  due  to  Auckland,  in  pursuance 
of  such  adjustment?  "  The  honorable  gentleman 
would  learn  that  when  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment was  made.  He  was  sure  the  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  wish  to  anticipate  that  State- 
ment. To  the  last  portion  of  the  honorable 
member's  question,  the  answer  was,  tlmt  no 
"  estimate  "  had  yet  been  made  tending  to  show 
what  amount  "  will  be  due  to  Auckland." 

COMMISSIONER  OF  RAILWAYS,  MIDDLE 
ISLAND. 
Mr.  HISLOP  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
it  has  yet  been  decided  to  have  the  office  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Railways,  Middle  l!»land,  re- 
moved to  Dunedin,  or  pennanently  placed  in 
Christchurch  ;  also,  whether  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  on  the  subject  will  be  laid  before 
this  House  ?  Since  putting  the  question  on  the 
Paper,  he  had  receiycd  the  printed  report  of  the 
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Commissioner,  and  therefore  he  would  only  ask 
the  first  part  of  the  question. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  GoTcrnment 
had  arrived  at  no  decision  upon  this  matter.  The 
report  of  the  Commissioner  had  been  printed  and 
distributed  nearly  a  month  ago. 

J.  McQueen. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  asked  the  Government,  What 
action  thej  intend  taking  in  reference  to  the 
petition  of  Jane  McQueen  and  family,  and  which 
was  favourably  reported  on  by  the  Watte  Lands 
Committee  on  29th  July  last?  The  petitioner 
and  her  family  had  paid  their  own  passuge  to  this 
colony,  but,  through  ignorance  of  the  law,  they 
had  not  made  application  for  land  within  the 
specified  time,  and  therefore  had  been  unable  to 
obtain  the  land  to  which  they  were  otherwise 
entitled. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  had  only  just  been 
able  to  ascertain  the  particulars.  Tlie  petition 
had  not  been  forwarded  to  the  Government. 
The  Government  would  consider  this  case  to- 
gether with  a  considerable  number  of  similar 
fetitions  with  regard  to  immigrants'  land  orders. 
t  appeared  that  there  had  been  promises  and 
understandings  in  reference  to  the  carrying-out 
of  the  Act  which  had  led  to  very  considerable 
misapprehension.  He  had  taken  steps  to  have 
the  petitions  collated,  in  order  to  see  the  general 
bearing  of  them,  and  hoped  to  be  able  to  make  a 

fropo^  to  have  them  dealt  with  generally  by  the 
[ouse. 

WARKWORTH  COURTHOUSE. 

Mr.  GEORGE  asked  the  Premier,  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  place  a  sum  of 
money  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing a  Courthouse  at  Warkworth,  a  site 
having  been  purchased  for  the  above  piu-pose  in 
the  township  ?  He  might  state  that  at  the  pre- 
sent time  the  Petty  Sessions  Court,  the  Resident 
Magistrate's  Court,  and  the  Licensing  Court  all 
■at  at  Warkworth,  and  they  had  not  a  Courthouse 
in  which  to  hold  their  sittings.  The  erection  of  a 
Courthouse  was  therefore  a  public  necessity,  and 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  give  a  favour- 
nbje  answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  directions  had 
been  given  to  place  a  sum  on  the  estimates  for 
the  purpose  mentioned. 

WASTE  LANDS  BOARD  SITTINGS,  GREY- 
MOUTH. 
Mr.  MASTERS  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 

S)riodical  sittings  of  the  West  land  Waste  Lands 
card  being  held  at  Greymouth  ? 
Mr.  ROLLESTOX  said  tliat  at  present  there 
was  no  power  under  the  Act  to  have  a  sitting  of 
the  Waste  Lands  Board  at  Greymouth.  The 
Government  would  make  inquiries,  in  order  to 
see  whether  satisfaction  would  not  bo  given  by 
greater  facilities  being  afl'orded,  at  the  District 
iSurvey  Office  there,  for  the  inspection  of  maps 
and  other  matters  connected  with  the  purchase 
of  land. 

Mr,  Eitlop 


CHINESE  IMMIGRATION. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  will  introduce  this  session  a  Bill 
to  regulate  the  immigration  of  Chinese  into  this 
colony?  A  Bill  to  regulate  the  immigration  of 
Chinese  to  the  colony  was  introduced  into  the 
House  last  session,  and  the  Governor's  Speech 
gave  a  promise  that  a  Bill  on  the  subject  would 
be  introduced  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  Government  did 
intend  to  introduce  a  Bill. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  RESERVES  BILL. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, Whether  the  Government  will  introduce, 
this  session,  a  Bill  prepared  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  intituled  **  An  Act  to  authorize 
Governors  of  High  Schools  to  realize  on  their 
Reserves  and  Endowments,  and  to  provide  for 
the  Investment  of  the  Proceeds  thereof"?  A 
notice  of  a  Bill  to  be  introduced  was  given  last 
sesfion,  authorizing  the  governors  of  high  schools 
to  realize  on  their  reserves  and  endowments,  and 
to  make  provision  for  the  investment  of  the  pro- 
ceeds. The  Bill  merely  gave  the  governors  of 
high  schools  the  power  which  was  enjoyed  by  the 
Canterbury  College  under  "  The  Canterbury  Re- 
serves Sale  and  Leasing  Act,  1876."  He  wished 
to  know  whether  the  Minister  of  Education  would 
introduce  that  Bill,  or  a  similar  measure,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  Government  had 
only  become  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Bill 
from  the  honorable  gentleman's  question,  and  they 
had  not  had  time  to  consider  the  matter  folly. 
Ho  might  say  that,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  it  would 
not  be  desirable  to  introduce  this  Bill  now,  pend- 
ing the  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
report  upon  secondary  education  and  the  question 
of  dealing  with  endowments  for  secondary  schools 
generally.  It  might  be  advisable  to  give  facili- 
ties during  the  present  session  where  an  absolute 
necessity  had  been  shown  for  it  of  the  kind  re- 
ferred to,  but  the  Government  did  not  intend  to 
introduce  a  general  Bill  this  session.  He  had 
carefully  perused  the  Bill,  and  found  it  to  be  of  s 
most  general  character.  In  the  present  8t«te  of 
the  country  there  was  no  very  general  demand 
for  land  for  purposes  of  investment,  and  the 
price  of  land  was  not  very  high.  There  could 
be  no  real  necessity  for  parting  with  land  for 
the  purpose  of  reinvesting  the  proceeds. 

A.  AND  H.  KAIHAU. 

Major  TE  WHEORO  asked  the  Government. 
Whether  they  will  give  effect  to  the  report  of 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
Ahipene  and  Hcnare  Kaihau  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  Government  would  take 
this  matter  into  their  consideration,  and  would 
make  the  inquiries  which  were  suggested  in  the 
report  of  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  Government  would 
pay  this  money.  That  would  depend  greatly  on 
the  result  of  the  inquiries.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  not  satisfied  with  this  reply,  it 
would  be  competent  for  him  to  bring  forwaid  a 
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inotioa  to  the  effect  that  the  monej  should  he 
paid. 

Mr.  KELLY  would  like  the  honorahle  gentle- 
man to  state  what  was  the  matter  referred  to  in 
the  question. 

Mr.  BRYGE  said  it  had  reference  to  a  claim 
of  the  Maoris  for  compensation  for  an  old  carved 
war-canoe  which  had  heen  removed  from  Hoki- 
anga  to  Auckland  during  the  war  in  1860.  Tlie 
claim  had  been  hefora  various  Committees  of  the 
House  on  several  occasions,  and  some  indefinite 
reports  had  heen  made.  The  last  report  recom- 
mended that  the  Natives  should  receive  £700,  to 
be  reduced  bj  any  amount  which  had  been  pre- 
viously paid  to  the  Maoris  on  that  account.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  amount  would 
be  paid. 

GOLD-  AND  DIAMOND  -  PROSPECTING, 
CANTERBURY. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  Government,  If 
there  is  any  standing  offer  as  a  money  bonus  for 
the  discovery  of  gold  or  diamonds  in  the  Canter- 
bury Provincial  District ;  also,  if  the  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  recommend  some  kind  of 
bonus  to  encourage  further  prospecting,  and  the 
exploration  of  the  waste  lands  of  Canterbury  ? 
The  people  were  naturally,  anxious  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  towards  opening  up  the 
valuable  minerals  lying  between  the  east  and  west 
coasts  of  Canterbury.  Since  he  put  the  questiou 
on  the  Paper,  lie  saw  a  telegram  from  Sydney  in 
last  night's  paper,  reading  in  this  way  :  "  Owing 
to  the  recent  discoveries  of  gold  in  the  colony, 
a  tremendous  mining  revival  has  set  in."  The 
Government  should  give  some  encouragement 
for  prospecting  on  the  east  and  west  coasts  of 
Canterbury. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  a  sum  of  £5,000 
would  be  placed  on  the  estimates  for  gold  dis- 
coveries. The  same  reward  would  be  paid  for 
discoveries  made  in  Canterbury  as  elsewhere. 

POLLING-PLACES. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Premier,  If  he 
will  lay  before  the  House  copies  of  all  corre- 
spondence and  telegrams  referring  to  the  altera- 
tion of  polling-places  at  the  late  election?  He 
had  been  informed  that  eome  of  the  polling- places 
had  been  abolished  under  rather  peculiar  circum- 
stances before  the  late  elections.  He  thought  it 
would  be  well  if  the  information  were  supplied 
by  the  Government. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  would  have 
the  documents  copied  and  laid  on  the  table. 

RABBIT  NUISANCE. 
Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  intend  to  take  any  steps  to  promote  the 
establishment  of  a  manufactory  for  phosphorus 
in  tlie  colony,  for  rabbit-destroying  purposes? 
He  would  Uke,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  to  extend  the  question,  and  ask  if  the 
Government  would  also  take  into  consideration 
the  necessity  of  abolishing  the  duty  on  powder, 
or  give  greater  facilities  for  obtaining  powder 
than  existed  at  present.  He  did  not  desire  a 
decided  answer  at  once,  but  would  be  glad  to 


know  whether  the  Government  intended  to  take 
that  matter  into  their  consideration. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  the  Government  could 
not  give  an  answer  to  the  additional  question 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  just  asked. 
They  would  give  full  consideration  to  it.  With 
regard  to  phosphorus,  if  it  was  as  effectual  as  it 
seemed  to  be,  the  demand  would  be  temporary 
only.  The  Government  would  consider  the 
matter ;  but  he  would  suggest  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  he  should  induce  the  Committee 
on  Local  Industries,  recently  appointed,  to  take 
up  this  question. 

An  Hon.  Mbsibeb.  —  "Tariff"  is  the  name 
of  it. 

Mr.  HALL  added,  the  Committee  had  to 
consider  any  means  by  which  local  industries 
'  might  be  promoted,  and  this  would  include  the 
manufacture  of  phosphorus. 

ELECTORAL  ROLLS. 
Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
j  he  will  lay  before  this  House  a  return  showing, 
I  approxumately,  the  number  of  times,  beyond  once, 
I  that  the  names  of  the  same  persons  appear  on  the 
i  electoral  rolls  of  the  colony  P     The  reason  why  he 
'  asked  this  question  was,  that  at  the  present  time 
I  it  was  impossible  to  institute  any  reliable  com- 
parison between  the  number  of  adult  males  in  the 
I  colony  and  those  on  the  electoral  roll,  unless  they 
knew  the  number  of  males  who  appeared  more 
than  once  on  the  rolls.     He  knew  there  would  be 
a  great  difficulty  in  making  such  a  return,  because 
the  same  name  might  belong  to  different  persoi^s ; 
I  but  he  thought  that,  by  a  little  trouble  on  the  part 
,  of  the  compiler,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
j  Registration  Officers,  an  approximate  return  could 
I  be  given,  which  would  be  very  useful  when  the 
I  consideration  of  Electoral  Bills  came  before  the 
'  House. 

!  Mr.  HALL  said  the  Gbvemment  were  very 
;  desirous  of  affording  any  information  which  did 
not  entail  an  unreasonable  sacrifice  of  public 
money.  But  his  honorable  friend  had  been  long 
enough  connected  with  public  affairs  to  be  aware 
that  the  preparation  of  this  return  would  be  a 
very  tedious  and  expensive  work  indeed:  every 
electoral  roll  in  the  colony,  and  every  name  on 
those  rolls,  would  have  to  be  gone  through.  The 
Government  did  not  think  that  any  result  obtain- 
able would  justify  the  expenditure. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES. 
Mr.  PITT  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Whe- 
ther  the  GK>vernment  will  take  such  action  as 
may  be  necessary  for  removing  doubts  which 
exist  as  to  the  sufficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  scale 
of  money  contributions  of  the  members  of  many 
of  the  friendly  societies  in  this  colony,  in  order 
that  such  societies  may  obtain  the  full  benefits  of 
registration  under  "The  Friendly  Societies  Act, 
1877  "  ?  He  was  induced  to  ask  this  question  at 
the  instance  of  some  friendly  societies,  because 
it  was  a  very  important  matter  concerning  those 
societies,  especially  Odd  Fellows  and  Foresters. 
Under  the  Friendly  Societies  Act  of  1877,  before 
any  society  could  be  registered  under  that  Act, 
the  table  of  contributions  by  members  had  to  be 
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certified  bj  the  actoary  attached  to  the  office  of 
the  Begistrar,  or  by  some  actuary  approved  bj 
the  Governor,  who  had  exercised  the  profession  of 
actuary  for  five  years.  He  understood  that  the 
actuary  appointed  by  the  Government  in  the  case 
of  many  societies  wlio  had  attempted  to  liave 
their  rules  registered  had  declined  to  certify  that 
the  scale  of  contributions  was  sufficient.  Now, 
that  being  the  case,  many  societies,  in  former 
times  registered,  had  been  unable  to  have  their 
amended  rules  registered  under  the  Act,  and  were 
therefore  debarred  from  the  benefits  conferred  on 
registered  societies  under  the  Act.  He  need  hardly 
point  out  the  advantages  of  these  societies,  not 
only  to  themselves,  but  to  the  public  at  large. 
They  provided  for  sickness,  paid  medical  attend- 
ance, and  made  some  provision  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  deceased  members.  These  socie- 
ties possessed  a  very  large  amount  of  funds,  and 
in  some  instances  very  valuable  properties;  and 
he  thought  it  most  important  that  this  question 
should  be  set  at  rest — namely,  whether  these  con- 
tributions were  sufficient  or  insufficient — ^because, 
if  the  Government  Actuary  was  right  in  the  mat- 
ter, very  serious  consequences  might  accrue  in- 
time  to  come.  Many  of  the  societies  asserted 
that,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment Actuary,  their  scale  of  contributions  was 
sufficient.  It  was  most  important  that  this  matter 
should  be  set  right.  As  to  how  the  question  was 
to  be  solved,  no  doubt  the  Government  would 
think  it  worthy  of  consideration  ;  and  he  should 
be  very  glad  to  hear  from  the  Qt)vemment  that 
they  proposed  to  take  it  into  their  consideration, 
with  a  view  to  having  the  matter  settled.  He 
thought  it  most  unsatisfactory  that  the  question 
should  remain  in  the  position  it  at  present  occu- 
pied. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  thanks  of  the  House  were 
due  to  the  honorable  member  for  having  called  at- 
tention to  this  important  subject.  He  quite  agreed 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the  matter 
was  now  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition;  the 
Government  would  therefore  give  it  their  best 
attention.  They  expected  in  a  few  days  to  re- 
ceive the  annual  report  of  the  Registrar  of 
Friendly  Societies,  and  the  Government  would 
then  consider  whether  any  and  what  steps  could 
be  token  with  the  view  of  arriving  at  some  satis- 
factory conclusion  in  the  matter. 

SUMMONSES  ISSUED,  WELLINGTON. 

Mr.  THOMSON  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, Whether  he  will  state  the  number  of  sum- 
monses that  have  been  issued  from  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate's  Court  of  Wellington  since  the 
commencement  of  the  year  ;  and  also  the  number 
of  persons  who  have  been  committed  to  prison  for 
non-payment  of  debt  during  the  same  period  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  lie  held  in  his  hand 
the  return  asked  for  by  the  honorable  member.  It 
was  as  follows  : — 

**  Number  of  summonses  issued  out  of  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate's  Court,  Wellington,  from  1st 
January,  1879,  to  30th  October,  1879:  Sum- 
mouses,  2,867 ;  judgment  summonses,  351 :  total, 
8,183.  Number  of  persons  committed  to  prison 
for  non-payment  of  debts  from  Ist  January,  1879, 
Jfr.  put 


to  30th  October,  1879 :  Committed,  27 ;  number 
of  warrants  issued,  73. —W.  P.  James,  Clerk  of 
Court." 

Mr.  THOMSON  inquired  if  the  return  would 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  laid  the  return  on  the 
table. 

NATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Native  Minister,  If 
he  will  lay  before  this  House  a  return — (1)  of 
expenditure  by  the  Native  Department  from  the 
1st  July,  1869,  to  13th  October,  1877,  under  the 
following  heads:  Native  officers,  food,  clothing, 
gratuities,  and  contingencies ;  (2)  a  similar  re- 
turn of  expenditure  for  the  same  purposes  from 
1st  June,  1869,  to  13th  October,  1877;  (3)  a 
return  of  expenditure  under  the  Civil  list  for 
Native  purposes  from  1st  July,  1869,  to  13th 
October,  1877  ;  (4)  a  return  of  expenditure  under 
the  Civil  list  for  Native  purposes  from  Ist  July, 
1869,  to  13th  October,  1877  ?  He  would  like  to 
amend  his  question  slightly  by  moving  that  2  and 
4  be  struck  out,  as  they  were  simply  repetitions. 
He  had  been  led  to  ask  this  question  in  conse- 
quence of  a  promise  he  made  when  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  a  seat  in  that  House.  He  stated  that 
he  would  ask  for  such  a  return.  He  believed  a 
similar  return  had  been  asked  for  in  another 
place,  so  that  he  did  not  understand  there  would 
be  extra  expense  incurred. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  must  ask  the  honorable 
member  \o  be  so  kind  as  to  put  this  question  off*, 
say,  till  Tuesday.  He  thought  that  by  that  time 
it  was  quite  possible  information  would  be  on  the 
table,  not  exactly  in  the  form  asked  for  in  the 
question,  but  which  would  satisfy  the  practical 
requirements  of  the  question.  If  the  honorable 
member  would  be  kind  enough  to  put  the  ques- 
tion off  until  Tuesday,  he  (Mr.  Bryce)  would  then 
be  Lble  tn  give  the  honorable  member  a  definite 
reply  on  ilie  subject. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  that,  at  the  honorable 
gentleman's  request,  he  would  postpone  his  ques- 
tion until  Tuesday. 

MANIOTOTO  CROWN  LANDS. 
Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR,  in  moving  the  motiou 
standing  in  his  name,  said  that  in  the  Land  Act 
of  1877  provision  was  made,  in  clauses  75  to  85 
inclusive,  for  the  settlement  of  pastoral  land  on 
deferred  payment.  The  system  had  not  yet 
largely  come  into  force,  being  contingent  upon 
the  pastoral  leases  falling  in.  It  was  provided  in 
these  sections  that  Commissioners  should  classify 
the  lands  prior  to  their  being  set  apart  for  n&le 
upon  pastoral  deferred  payments,  and  it  was  also 
provided  that,  one  year  before  the  leases  expired, 
these  lands,  after  classification,  might  be  offered 
for  sale  by  public  auction.  The  object  of  his 
motion  wns  merely  to  call  attention  to  the  ad- 
ministrative functions  at  present  vested  in  the 
Governor,  to  whom  appertained  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing Commissioners.  The  bulk  of  the  Crown 
land  in  Otago  was  at  present  under  lease,  and 
a  great  number  of  the  leases  would  expire  at 
periods  ranging  from  1880  onwards — the  greater 
proportion  of  them  in  1882  and  1883 — and  he 
moved  in  the  matter  now  because  he  wished  to  in- 
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sure  ihafc  the  dassification  required  bj  law  should 
take  place  at  a  eiifficientlj  earlj  period  to  allow 
of  the  principle  of  dealing  with  pastoral  lands 
as  laid  down  in  the  Act  being  fully  placed  on  its 
trial.  lie  presumed  tliat  the  Lfgisluture  had  not 
placed  this  provision  on  its  Statute  Book  simplj  to 
mock  the  people ;  but  he  rery  much  feared  that, 
if  the  House  did  not  watch  the  administratiTe 
functions  of  the  Act,  filtered  as  those  functions 
were  through  irresponsible  Boards,  they  would 
find  that  the  proper  steps  would  not  be  taken,  and 
that  the  leases  would  again  hare  to  be  renewed 
for  short  periods,  until  such  time  as  the  law 
could  be  properly  applied.  He  had  no  very 
great  faith  in  the  principle  of  administration 
tlirough  irresponsible  Boards,  but  that  system 
existed,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Minis- 
try of  the  day  must  take  the  initiative  in  bring- 
ing  these  pastoral  deferred-payment  provisions 
into  operation.  Ho  had  not  attempted  to  make 
the  motion  general  in  its  scope.  It  applied  only 
to  one  county,  but  there  were  two  or  three 
inland  counties  the  conditions  of  which  were 
almost  similar,  and,  although  he  had  taken  action 
in  the  interests  only  of  the  county  he  represented, 
he  would  be  very  glad  to  see  the  principle  ex- 
tended. Though  these  inland  counties  contained 
some  land  of  very  fair  agricultural  quality,  a 
large  extent  of  it  was  mountainous,  and  could 
only  be  profitably  utilized  by  combining  the  func- 
tions of  the  agricultural  farmer  with  those  of 
the  deferred-payment  pastoral  farmer.  If  the 
land  was  to  be  settled  upon  under  the  agri- 
cultural system,  and  if  the  hills  were  to  be  let, 
the  result  would  be  that  they  would  all  fall  into 
a  few  hands ;  and  it  should  be  the  desire  of  the 
House  to  aflbrd  the  fullest  facilities  to  persons 
who  were  desirous  of  competing  for  pastoral  land, 
such  as  were  given  in  the  case  of  competition 
for  agricultural  land.  The  result  of  the  motion, 
he  would  point  out,  would  not  hasten  the  time 
under  which  the  law  enabled  this  land  to  be 
utilized  in  the  way  he  proposed.  He  merely 
wished  the  land  to  be  classified,  and  put  into  the 
market  on  pastoral  deferred  payments  us  soon  as 
the  leases  expired.  There  was  a  large  population 
in  the  inland  districts  who  had  been  holding  on 
to  their  ordinary  avocations  for  a  great  many 
years  in  the  hope  that  the  march  of  progress 
under  the  public  works  poHcy  would  place  them 
in  a  better  position,  and  enable  them  to  earn 
profitable  livelihoods  out  of  the  soil.  Unfortu- 
nately, year  after  year  went  by,  public  works  did 
not  progress  very  fast  inland,  and  the  result  was 
that  numbers  ol  people  were  swarming  down  to 
the  towns,  and  helping  to  crowd  the  already 
overcrowded  communities.  He  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  express  themselves  favourably 
upon  the  motion,  and  that  the  House  would 
agree  to  it. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  desirable  that 
Commissioners  should  immediately  be  appointed 
to  classify  Crown  lands  in  the  County  of  Manio- 
toto ;  and  that,  in  the  vicinities  of  Naseby,  Hamil- 
ton, Hyde,  and  Blaokstone  Hill,  lands  which  may 
be  classified  as  'pastoral  land'  should  be  sold  by 
auction,  in  terms  of  'The  Land  Act,  1877/  on 


pastoral  deferred  payments,  in  sufficient  and  suit- 
able areas,  twelve  months  before  the  expiry  of  the 
now  existing  hases." — {Mr.  De  Lautour.) 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  admitted  the  importance 
of  the  subject  to  which  the  motion  referred,  but, 
if  he  understood  the  honorable  gentleman  aright, 
ho  did  not  wish  the  terms  of  the  motion  to  be 
strictly  acted  upon.  He  might  explain  that  the 
position  of  the  matter,  so  far  as  he  could  ascer- 
tain, did  not  quite  correspond  with  the  statement 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  precipitate  anything  that  would  be  done 
at  the  expiry  of  these  leases.  The  leases  did  not 
expire  until  1883. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— 1882. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  was  informed  that 
they  did  not  expire  until  1883.  They  comprised 
an  area  of  country  half  a  million  of  acres  in  ex- 
tent, and  of  this  half- million  acres  a  quarter  of 
a  million  was  reserved  in  compliance  with  what 
was  always  understood  to  be  the  railway  policy 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers — 
that  was,  that  the  land  should  not  be  put  up  for 
sale  now,  but  should  be  kept  back  until  it  got 
increased  value  from  the  construction  of  what 
was  known  as  the  Central  Otago  Railway.  Now, 
he  did  not  understand  the  object  of  the  mo- 
tion, if  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  wish  to 
precipitate  the  sale  of  this  land.  To  send  Com- 
missioners now  to  classify  land  which,  according 
to  the  policy  laid  down,  would  be  very  largely 
increased  in  value  when  the  railway  was  finished, 
would  be  a  very  great  mistake.  They  would 
value  the  land  in  its  present  condition,  and  no 
good  object  would  be  served  by  doing  that  with 
a  view  to  disposing  of  it  in  1»82.  If  the  honor- 
able gentleman  wished  the  land  to  be  sold  as 
agricultural  land  now,  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Government  determining  that  a  por- 
tion of  it  should  be  put  up  for  sale  on  deferred 
payments ;  but  it  would  serfe  no  good  purpose  to 
precipitate  the  classification  of  land  which  could 
be  bettor  classified  in  the  light  of  further  expe- 
rience, and  with  the  knowledge  of  the  increased 
value  that  would  no  doubt  be  given  to  it  by  the 
Central  Railway.  He  saw  no  objection  to  the 
honorable  gentleman's  motion  on  that  understand- 
ing, and  he  quite  sympathized  in  his  desire  to  see 
this  land  utilized  for  settlement  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

Mr.  PYKE  thought  the  Minister  of  Lands  had 
not  read  this  motion  with  the  care  he  usually 
bestowed  on  other  important  matters.  If  he 
would  read  it  again,  he  would  see  that  it  only 
asked  that  the  classification  should  take  place 
twelve  months  before  the  expiry  of  the  existing 
leases.  It  did  not  ask  that  the  classification 
should  be  made  now. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— It  asks  that  the  Commis- 
sioners shall  be  immediately  appointed. 

Mr.  PYKE.  — They  were  to  be  immediately 
appointed  to  classify,  but  the  land  was  not  to  be 
sold  until  twelve  months  before  the  expiry  of  the 
existing  leases.  And  it  was  desirable  that  it 
should  be  so,  because  it  was  certain  that  the  land 
would  fetch  a  better  price  than  if  sold  after  the 
leases  had  entirely  run  out.  The  leases  in  the 
Maniototo  County,  and  in  the  county  acyaoent, 
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expired  in  1882 — in  fact,  some  of  them  expired  in 
1881,  and  one  in  1880 — and  it  was  desirable  that 
the  classification  should  be  made,  not  with  undue 
precipitancy,  but  with  all  convenient  speed.  It 
was  desirable,  if  onlj  for  the  purpose  of  setting 
the  minds  of  the  people  at  rest.  The  people  of 
Otago  had  been  so  strangely  dealt  with  in  the 
administration  of  the  land  laws  in  the  interior 
of  the  province,  that  they  had  ceased  to  have 
any  faith  in  the  administration  of  the  hind  laws. 
They  said  now,  "  Give  us  some  assurance  that 
the  existing  law,  as  placed  on  the  Statute  Book, 
shall  be  carried  out  on  the  expiration  of  these 
leases.  Let  us  be  quite  sure  that  we  shall  no  longer 
be  troubled  with 

theie  jaffgling  fiends. 

That  palter  with  as  in  a  doable  sense, 

Keepinff  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear. 

To  break  it  to  the  hope." 
There  had  been  too  much  of  that  sort  of  thing  in 
the  past.  The  restrictive  land  laws  of  Otago  had 
been  of  such  a  nature  as  nearly  to  depopulate  the 
interior,  and,  unless  strong  measures  were  taken, 
before  the  expiry  of  these  leases,  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  the  same  sort  of  thing,  he  ventured 
to  say  the  country  would  revert  into  its  original 
state  and  become  a  howling  wilderness.  The  G-o- 
vemment  should,  therefore — he  did  not  say  im> 
mediately,  but  as  soon  as  possible — have  the  land 
classified ;  and,  if  they  did  that,  they  would  afibrd 
far  more  satisfaction  to  the  people  of  the  part  of 
the  country  from  which  he  came  than  they  would 
by  any  theoretical  amendments  of  the  electoral 
laws.  He  intended  to  move  an  amendment  to 
the  motion,  which  he  trusted  the  mover  would 
accept.  He  would  propose  that,  after  the  word 
"  Maniototo,"  the  words  **  and  the  County  of  Vin- 
cent'* be  inserted,  and  after  the  words  *' Black- 
stone  Hill "  the  words  *'  Black's,  Alexander's, 
Clyde,  and  Cromwell,"  be  inserted.  The  nature 
of  the  two  counties  was  very  similar,  and  they 
comprised  about  one  and  a  quarter  millions  of 
acres  of  lands  which  were  purely  pastoral,  and 
could  not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  had  no  objection  to  ac- 
cept the  amendment. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  would  like  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution still  further,  so  as  to  have  the  whole  of 
the  runs  in  Ot«go  classified,  and  not  only  those 
in  the  Maniototo  and  Vincent  Counties.  It  was 
necessary  that  that  should  be  done.  He  was 
very  glad  to  find  that  the  honorable  members 
for  Mount  Ida  and  Dunstan  considered  that 
there  was  such  a  good  Gt)vemment  in  power 
now  that  they  must  continue  in  office  for  tliree 
years,  and  he  trusted  their  sense  of  duty  would 
lead  them  to  support  the  Government  during 
that  time.  He  would  suggest  that,  whether  the 
resolution  were  carried  or  not,  the  Government 
should  have  the  whole  of  the  lands  in  Otago 
classified,  and  then  the  Waste  Lands  Board 
would  be  better  able  to  deal  with  it.  He  did 
not  agree  with  what  the  mover  had  said  about 
the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Otago,  for  he  felt  sure 
that  they  had  done  their  duty  well.  No  body  of 
gentlemen  could  have  attended  to  their  duties 
better  than  had  that  Board,  for  he  did  not  believe 
there  had  been  many  meetinss  of  the  Board  at 
which  there  had  not  been  a  full  attendance  $  and 

Mr.  P^ke 


that  showed  that  they  had  the  interests  of  settle- 
ment at  heart.  However,  it  would  be  a  great 
assistance  to  them  if  the  whole  of  the  lands  in 
Otago  were  classified,  and  that  wus  what  he  would 
suggest  should  be  done. 

Mr.  DICK  did  not  wish  to  oppose  the  motion, 
but  he  did  not  exactly  like  the  look  of  it,  and 
he  thought  the  amendment  made  matters  worse. 
He  did  not  know  how  many  millions  of  acres  of 
land  might  be  put  into  the  market  at  once  if  it 
were  carried.  For  instance,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunstan  suggested  two  and  a  quarter 
millions  of  acres. 

Mr.  PYKE. — No ;  I  merely  said  there  were 
about  a  million  and  a  quarter  acres  of  pastoral 
land  in  the  two  counties. 

Mr.  DICK. — Anyhow,  the  Minister  of  Lands 
said  that  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  would  admit  of  half  a  million 
acres  being  thrown  into  the  market  at  once. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Not  at  once.  The  posi- 
tion was  this :  that,  under  the  law  as  it  stood — 
under  the  existing  law — before  the  expiry  of  the 
leases,  which  would  be  in  the  month  oi  March, 
1883,  a  classification  of  the  land  must  take  place ; 
and  therefore,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  there  was  no 
occasion  for  the  honorable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  to  attempt  by  a  resolution  to  anticipate  the 
action  which  was  provided  for  by  the  law. 

Mr.  DICK  did  not  mean  at  once — immediately 
— but  at  one  time :  he  meant  that  the  whole  of 
the  land  would  be  put  into  the  market  at  one 
time.  When  a  large  area  of  land  was  put  into 
the  market  at  one  time,  it  seemed  to  him  that  an 
injustice  was  done  to  the  district.  He  would 
much  rather  see  the  land  put  up  by  degrees. 
When  that  was  done  they  did  not  find  that  large 
blocks  passed  into  the  hands  of  single  speculators 
for  all  time.  He  would  prefer  to  see  the  land  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  towns — such  as  Cromwell, 
Clyde,  and  the  others  mentioned  in  the  motion 
— put  into  the  market  in  small  blocks,  instead 
of  putting  up  the  whole  of  the  back-country  at 
once.  He  thought  the  honorable  members  were 
doing  an  injustice  to  their  districts  in  pressing 
for  the  whole  of  the  land  to  be  classified  and 
surveyed  and  put  into  the  market  at  one  time. 
The  result  might  be  that  thousands  of  acres  might 
pass  into  the  hands  of  one  man:  he  might 
apply  for  some  thousands  of  acres,  and  he  might 
work  it  so  that  his  sons  could  get  a  few  thou- 
sand acres  each  ;  and  thus  many  thousands  of 
acres  would  pass  away  from  the  people.  There 
would  be  no  loss  if  the  land  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  townships  were  put  up  so  that  people 
who  really  wished  to  settle  the  country  could 
obtain  it.  He  would  much  prefer  that  a  judi- 
cious and  wise  control  was  exercised  by  the 
Waste  Lands  Board  in  this  matter,  and  that  they 
should  leave  the  back-country  untouched,  until 
there  was  a  demand  for  land  and  the  settlers  in 
the  district  wished  to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  IRELAND  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  meaning  of  the  resolution  was,  that  the  land 
in  question  should  be  ready  to  be  dealt  with  at 
the  proper  time,  if  the  6K>vemment  felt  disposed 
to  put  it  into  the  market.  He  could  see  nothing 
in  tne  resolution  affirming  the  principle  that  the 
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land  wat  to  be  sold  as  the  honorable  member 
for  Dunetlin  Citj  (Mr.  Dick)  sug^^sted.  He  held 
thnt  it  would  be  veil  if  the  wliole  of  the  land 
throughout  the  colony  were  classified,  so  tliat 
there  might  be  no  delay  when  the  time  came  for 
selling  it.  In  manj  instances  where  people  had 
been  desirous  of  settling  on  the  land,  and  had  been 
trying  for  years  to  get  it,  they  had  been  met  by 
the  objection  that  it  had  not  been  surveyed.  The 
consequence  was,  he  beliered,  that  many  persons 
liad  left  the  colony  owing  to  the  fact  that  they 
could  not  obtain  Innd  at  the  time  they  wanted  it. 
He  had  great  faith  in  the  deferred -payment  sys- 
tem, and  if  people  were  willing  to  lake  advantage 
of  it  no  impediment  should  be  thrown  in  their 
way.  He  believed  the  great  curse  of  the  colony 
hitherto  had  been  that  obstacles  had  been  placed 
in  the  way  of  persons  desirous  of  obtaining  land. 

Mr.  MACANDRBW  did  not  believe  there  was 
any  intention  in  this  resolution  to  force  the  land 
into  the  market  at  once :  that  would  be  absurd. 
Whaterer  Government  might  be  in  power  would, 
no  doubt,  always  act  to  as  to  regulate  the  supply 
to  the  demand.  The  Minister  of  Lands  was  mis- 
taken in  saying  that  this  land  had  been  reserved 
as  a  security  for  the  construction  of  the  railway. 
It  was  reserved  from  sale  with  a  view  of  being 
sold  afterwards,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to 
the  construction  of  the  railway,  and  he  hoped 
that,  by  the  time  these  leases  fell  in,  the  railway 
would  be  to  a  considerable  extent  constructed, 
and  trains  running  upon  it.  The  consequence 
would  be,  that  a  large  amount  of  bond  fide 
settlement  would  take  place;  and  therefore  the 
sooner  the  classification  of  the  land  took  place 
the  better.  That  was  the  object  of  the  motion. 
He  believed  that,  if  the  work  were  gone  about 
deliberately  and  carefully,  it  would  be  found 
that  a  great  deal  of  this  land,  which  was  said  to 
be  purely  pastoral,  would  be  suitable  for  small 
farms.  Probably  it  would  be  found  that  in 
every  five  thousand  acres  there  were  fifty  or  a 
hundred  or  two  hundred  acres  suitable  for  an 
agricultural  farm.  With  regard  to  classifying 
the  whole  of  the  lands  in  Otago,  he  might  say 
that  there  had  been  already  a  classification  of 
those  lands,  although  not  so  minutely  as  was 
proposed  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MURRAY  did  not  see  tlie  necessity  for 
this  motion.  The  House  was  told  that  it  would 
be  1881  before  these  lands  could  be  sold,  and,  if 
this  resolution  were  passed,  the  House  would  be 
anticipating  any  future  steps  it  might  be  disposed 
to  take  in  the  way  of  passing  more  liberal  land 
laws :  if  this  land  were  sold  before  the  railway 
was  constructed,  a  premium  would  be  given  to 
speculation.  He  could  quite  understand '  that 
honorable  gentlemen  who  were  members  or  Chair- 
men of  County  Councils  would  desire  to  have  as 
much  land  as  possible  put  into  the  market  as 
soon  as  that  could  be  done.  Twenty  per  cent,  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  deferred-payment  lands  went 
to  those  bodies,  and  therefore  it  was  thought  de- 
sirable, in  the  interests  of  those  bodies,  to  secure 
as  much  as  possible  of  the  public  spoil. 

Mr.  PY02  objected  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Bruce  imputing  such  motives  to  honorable 
xnembert. 

VOL. 


Mr.  MURRAY  was  not  aware  the  honorable 
member  would  take  the  allusion  to  himself:  but 
"  conscience  doth  make  cowards  of  us  all."  He 
made  no  special  charge  against  the  honorable 
member.  However,  if  the  cap  fitted  him,  let  him 
wear  it.  Thi*  Central  Otago  Railway  was  to  be 
made  out  of  the  proceeds  of  land  sales,  as  he  was 
informed;  but  the  attempt  now  being  made  to 
divert  portions  of  that  money  to  county  purposes 
would  result  in  the  cost  of  making  the  railway 
being  provided  for  out  of  colonial  funds.  He 
could  see  no  purpose  in  bringing  this  motion  for- 
ward, unless  it  was  necessary  that  members 
should  keep  themselves  before  their  constituents. 

Mr.  STEWART  thought  this  motion  was  one 
of  very  considerable  importance,  and  one  which 
should  not  be  neutralized  by  making  it  too  wide 
in  the  manner  indicated  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Waikouaiti.  The  object  of  classification,  he 
apprehended,  was  to  enable  those  who  lived  in 
Otago  to  look  forward  to  the  time  when  they 
would  be  able  to  acquire  an  interest  in  land  in 
that  locality.  .  If  clas!»i  Heat  ion  were  put  off  until 
the  last  moment,  a  number  of  persons  who  might 
have  their  attention  directed  to  that  locality  with 
the  view  of  acquiring  property,  would  not  be  able 
to  do  so.  The  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Dick)  had  slightly  confused  the  classi- 
fication of  land  with  the  sale  of  land.  The  two 
things  were  totally  distinct, and  classification  might 
take  place  at  any  time  twelve  montlis  before  the 
lease  expired.  The  sale  was  a  mere  matter  of 
arrangement  for  the  Government  to  carry  out, 
and  they  would  no  doubt  place  it  in  the  market 
according  to  the  demand.  The  strong  feature 
which  ought  to  govern  this  question  had  been 
pointed  out  by  the  honorable  member  for  Mount 
Ida.  That  was,  that  the  sooner  classification  of 
the  land  took  place  the  better,  inasmuch  as  a 
person  not  only  in  Otago,  but  out  of  Otago,  might 
look  forward  to  a  time  when  he  could  make  an 
eflTort  to  acquire  land  if  he  knew  what  the  nature 
of  the  land  was  and  the  result  of  the  classification. 
As  had  been  pointed  out  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers,  by  the* time  the  land  was  open 
for  sale  the  railway  would  be  in  full  working 
order,  and  the  demand  for  land  in  that  locality 
would  probably  be  very  considerable. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR,  in  reply,  would  like  to 
correct  one  or  two  statements.  He  had  stated 
that  the  leases  expired  in  1882.  In  the  tabu- 
lated return  in  the  Journals  of  1877 — which  was 
a  very  useful  return,  and  which  he  hoped  would 
be  kept  up  to  date — it  would  be  found  that  the 
first  run  in  Maniototo  expired  on  the  4th  Septem- 
ber, 1882  ;  the  second  run,  on  the  5th  September, 
1882  ;  the  third,  on  the  8th  December,  1882 ; 
the  fourth,  on  the  5th  September,  1882;  the 
fifth,  on  the  same  date ;  and  so  on.  There  were 
one  or  two  in  1883  ;  but,  with  those  one  or  two 
exceptions,  they  all  fell  in  in  1882.  Now  we 
had  reached  the  end  of  1879. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  there  was  another  re- 
turn. He  did  not  doubt  what  the  honorable 
member  stated  ;  but  he  (Mr.  Rolleston)  got  a 
return  from  the  most  reliable  source — from  the 
office — but  there  was  no  doubt  that  there  was  a 
discrepancy,  which  made  him  doubtful    He  was 
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assured  positiyely  that  none  of  those  runs  fell  in  ' 
until  18H3. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  there  was  a  year's  grace. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  was  not  talking  about 
"grace  :'*  ho  left  tliat  to  tlie  honorable  member  for 
Bruce.  He  was  talking  about  facts.  Tlie  Statute 
said  those  pastoral  deterred- payment  allotments 
might  be  put  up  for  sille  twelve  months  before 
the  expiration  of  the  leases.  It  did  not  say  any- 
thing about  grace.  It  fixed  a  positire  date.  As 
to  the  County  Councils  getting  the  revenue,  there 
was  a  Bill  already  before  the  House  expressly  to 
take  away  that  revenue  from  the  County  Councils. 
Both  Cbvemments  had  introduced  that,  and  be 
thouKbt  they  had  a  very  strong  chance  of  pass- 
ing it  into  law ;  so  there  could  be  no  object  on 
his  part  to  swell  the  County  Council  revenue  by 
having  this  provision  of  the  Act  put  into  force. 
His  object  had  been  exphiined  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart).  These 
lands  were  of  immense  value,  and  he  wanted  the 
colony  to  know  it  in  time,  in  order  to  deal  with 
it  wisely  and  well.  A  year  was  a  very  short  time 
to  act.  Their  Commissioners  had  to  furnish  them 
with  a  report  which  they  could  place  on  their 
records  as  an  authentic  and  final  one.  It  would 
take  them  all  their  time.  The  seasons  were  not 
always  advantageous,  and  a  year  was  not  a  bit  too 
soon  to  take  steps  to  have  those  matters  settled. 
He  certainly  wanted  to  draw  attention  to  this, 
and  he  wanted  the  law  to  be  put  into  opera- 
tion. He  wanted  the  people  in  liis  district  to 
know  what  they  might  look  forward  to  if  they 
remained  in  the  interior  of  Otago  —  what  their 
ultimate  destiny  would  be,  and  whether  they 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  pastoral 
lands  on  deferred  payments  or  not.  Equally 
BO,  he  wished  that  other  people  coming  into  the 
country  from  Australia  or  elsewhere  should 
be  able  to  go  to  the  Land  Office  and  ascertain 
what  lands  were  to  be  open  for  sale  next  year  or 
the  year  after.  At  present  they  would  have  to 
be  told  that  there  was  no  land  for  them,  and  that 
nothing  was  being  done  to  put  land  into  the 
market.  The  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Dick)  had  misinterpreted  his  motion.  It 
was  simply  a  motion  for  classification ;  the  whole 
bufiness  of  sale  rested  with  the  Government. 
Although  he  was  not  at  all  prepared  to  support 
the  present  Government,  yet  whatever  Ministry 
was  in  power  must  have  this  discretion.  When 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  joined  the 
present  Government,  he  would  have  more  confi- 
dence in  them  ;  but  even  then  he  would  not  give 
them  an  unhesitating  support.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  support  this  motion,  which  would 
do  good,  and  could  do  no  harm.  If  it  favoured 
the  squattocraoy,  he  would  not  be  on  the  side  of 
the  House  to  which  he  had  at  present  the  honor 
to  belong. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

BRIGHTON  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  MURRAY  moved,  That  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Dunedin,  and  settlers  and  residents  in 
Brighton,  Wangaloa,  and  surrounding  districts, 
for  railway  construction,  be  printed. 
Mr.  TURNBULL  would  oppoee  every  motion 
Mr,  MoUuUm 


brought  forward  for  printing  petitions,  and  he 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  do  so. 
He  imagined  this  petition  was  very  much  the 
same  as  every  other  petition  of  the  kind,  stating 
that  the  line  would  open  up  valuable  land  con- 
taining enormous  wealth,  and  other  particolari 
calculated,  perhaps,  to  deceive  the  House.  Hio 
country  should  not  be  put  to  the  expense  of 
printing  such  petitions. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Bruce  could  not  be  aware  that  this  was  alroadj  a 
printed  petition. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  thought  the  honorable  member 
ought  to  explain  why  this  petition  should  be 
printed;  otherwise  he  would  vote  against  the 
motion. 

Mnjor  HARRIS  did  not  think  the  ooxmtrj 
ought  to  be  put  to  the  expense  of  printing  the 
petition.  One  member  had  as  good  a  right  sa 
another  to  have  petitions  printed.  If  they  were 
to  print  all  the  petitions  they  would  fill  Hamsard^ 
and  there  would  be  no  room  for  his  speech  when 
he  took  it  into  his  head  to  speak,  rerhaps  the 
honorable  member  wished  to  keep  himself  before 
his  constituents :  if  other  honorable  membera 
took  the  same  course,  they  would  have  to  get 
another  reporter  for  Hansard. 

Mr.  DICE  thought  it  expedient  to  print  the 
petition,  in  order  that  they  might  have  fuU  in- 
formation respecting  the  railway  before  any  aum 
was  passed  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  MURRAY  was  sorry  to  think  honorable 
members  wished  to  deprive  the  House  of  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  what  might  be  a  valuable 
public  work,  and  one  which  be  trusted  the  House 
would  agree  to  construct.  It  had  claims  inferior 
to  none  of  the  many  railways  already  constructed. 
It  showed  a  paltry  spirit  on  the  part  of  those  who 
wished  to  deprive  the  House  of  the  information 
which  the  petition  contained,  and  to  deprire  the 
petitioners  of  the  opportunity  of  placing  it  upon 
the  records  of  the  House.  With  regard  to  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  now  came  forward  as 
the  economists  in  the  House,  they  had  had  a 
specimen  of  their  sincerity  the  other  day.  The 
cost  to  the  country  of  that  debate  would  be 
twenty  times  the  cost  of  printing  this  petition. 
It  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Hoose 
should  have  the  fullest  information  regarding 
projects  which  involved  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  of  public  money ;  and  he  would  support 
the  principle  that  all  petitions  of  this  kind  should 
be  printed.  He  would  object  to  petitions  affect- 
ing only  private  interests  being  printed. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  petition  be  printed ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result :  — 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Beethaxn, 


37 
22 

16 


AtB8. 

Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
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Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  GHbb», 
Mr.  Uall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  McCaugban, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  OliTer, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 


Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tonioana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Murray. 


Noes. 


Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Sheeban, 
Mr.  Sbrimski, 
Mr.  Speieht, 
Mr.  Studnolme, 
Mr.  S wanton, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Tellers, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  TurnbuU. 


Mr.  AUwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballrtnce, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hursthoose, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

B.  WALKER  AND  W.  McWHIRTER. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FINN,  it  was  ordered, 
That  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  report 
of  the  Gk>ld  Fields  Committee  upon  the  petition 
of  Benjamin  Walker  and  William  McWhirter  be 
agreed  to. 

SLAUaHTERHOUSES  BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TOLE,  it  was  ordered. 
That  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act  1877  Amendment  Bill  con- 
sist of  the  following  members — viz.,  Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher,  Mr.  Hutchison,  Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Pyke,  Mr.  Shephard,  Mr.  Sterens,  Colonel 
Trimble,  and  the  mover ;  three  to  form  a  quorum ; 
and  to  report  within  seven  days. 

GOVERNMENT  BANKING  ARRANGE- 
MENTS   COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  BEETHAM,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing  in  his  name,  said  he  had  communicated  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Coleridge,  who  stated 
that  he  was  quite  willing  to  serve  on  the  Com- 
mittee. The  honorable  gentleman,  like  himself, 
was  not  overburdened  with  Committee  work. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  number  of  the  Government  Banking  Arrange- 
ments Committee  by  increased  by  one,  and  that 
the  name  of  Mr.  Wright  be  added  thereto.*' — 
(Mr.  Beetham.) 

Mr.  TURNBULL  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
the  motion.  He  was  aware  that  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  against  one  member  objecting  to 
another  member  being  added  to  a  Committee. 
Ko  charge  of  any  personal  feeling  could  be 
brought  against  him,  as  no  one  could  entertain 
a  higher  respect  than  he  did  for  the  honorable 


member  whom  it  was  now  proposed  to  add  to  the 
Committee.  He  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  fact :  that,  when  a  Comuutlee 
was  appointed,  members  formed  their  judgment 
on  ir,  and,  as  a  whole,  no  Iionorable  gentleman 
could  be  taken  by  surprise.  He  knew  tlie  honor- 
able members  proposed  as  the  Committee,  and 
had  the  opportunity  of  approving  of  or  objecting 
to  any  of  them.  It  would  have  an  injurious  effect 
to  be  constantly  adding  to  a  Committee  which 
had  been  fairly  and  justly  selected  —  it  would 
hare  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  character  of  the 
Committee,  and  upon  tlie  character  of  the  House. 
The  adding  of  names  to  a  Select  Committee 
which  had  been  carefully  chosen  and  appointed 
was  widely  different  from  adding  names  to  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee.  The  argument  that 
an  individual  had  plenty  of  time  to  serve  on  a 
Committee  ought  not  to  weigh  with  the  House. 
There  were  already  seventeen  members  on  the 
Committee,  and  it  contained  some  of  the  most 
able  members  of  the  House.  It  was  most  unfair 
to  add  members  to  a  Committee  after  it  had  been 
properly  appointed.  When  a  Select  Committee 
was  appointed  individuals  might  be  afterwards 
added  to  it  for  some  particular  purpose.  He 
would  object  to  any  addition  being  made  to  this 
Committee,  which  had  been  fairly  considered  and 
appointed  as  a  whole  by  the  House.  If  the  pro- 
posal were  allowed,  there  would  be  no  finality  to 
the  number  of  the  Committee,  or  security  that  an 
impartial  inquiry  would  be  made. 

Mr.  HALL  admitted  that  the  principle 
contended  for  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru  might  be  very  well  as  a  general  rule,  but 
he  thouglit  the  honorable  member  could  hardly 
ask  the  House  to  apply  it  in  this  case.  It  was 
only  yesterday  that,  on  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wanganui,  three  names  were 
added  to  this  Committeie ;  and  that  could  scarcely 
have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Timaru.  Having  allowed  that  addition  to 
pass  by  unnoticed,  surely  the  honorable  member 
for  Timaru  could  not  now  say  that  no  addi- 
tions ought  to  be  made  to  a  Committee.  The 
addition  proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Wairarapa  was  an  extremely  desirable  one.  Not 
only  did  the  honorable  member  for  Coleridge 
possess  more  than  ordinary  qualifications  for  the 
office,  but — what  very  few  honorable  members 
had — he  had  time  at  his  disposal  to  devote  to 
the  work  of  this  Committee.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  (Mr.  Hall)  hoped  the  honorable 
member  for  Timaru  would  not  press  his  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  STEWART  would  like  to  know  if  he  was 
right  in  understanding  the  Premier  to  say  that, 
because  something  was  done  yesterday,  therefore 
something  else  should  be  done  to-day. 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  SIEWART  would  ask,  why  should  the 
honorable  member  for  Coleridge  be  selected  and 
put  upon  a  Committee  of  seventeen,  so  as  to 
muke  an  uneven  Committee  an  even  one  ?  It  was 
desirable  there  phould  be  an  odd  number  on  these 
Committees.  He  hoped  the  House  would  reject 
the  motion,  unless  some  substantial  reason  were 
adranced  for  agreeing  to  it.     If  the  fact  that 
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three  names  were  added  yesterday  were  to  be  an 
excuse  for  putting  one  on  to-day  and  another 
to-morrow,  they  would  go  on  adding  to  Com- 
mittees ad  infinitum.  He  did  not  know  what 
might  be  underljing  the  motion,  but  he  hoped 
the  House  would  resist  it. 

Mr.  TURNBCLL  wished  to  explain  that  he 
was  not  in  the  House  yesterday  when  the  three 
names  were  added  to  the  Committee,  or  he  should 
hare  objected  to  it  in  the  same  way  as  he  now 
did  to  this  motion. 

Mr.  BROWN  did  not  appreciate  the  reason 
offered  by  the  Premier — namely,  that,  because 
three  names  were  added  yesterday,  therefore  one 
of  his  own  choice  should  be  added  to-day. 

Mr.  HALL. — Does  the  honorable  member  as- 
sert that  the  name  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Coleridge  is  my  choice  ?     I  deny  it. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  assumed  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  had  no  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  assumed  po.  The  Premier 
has  denied  it.     That  is  quite  sufficient. 

Mr.  HALL. — 'J  hank  you. 

Mr.  BROWN  did  not  think  that  three  names 
being  added  on  one  day  was  a  sufficient  reason 
why  another  name  should  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  another  day.  This  Committee  con- 
sisted of  fourteen  members  to  begin  with  ;  three 
other  nomes  were  added  ;  and  now  another  name 
was  proposed.  It  appeared  to  him  that  there  was 
something  underlying  this.  He  might  be  wrong, 
but  such  was  his  opinion.  This  was  a  trading 
transaction,  and  the  question  involved  was,  whe- 
ther the  Government  account  should  be  divided 
amongst  several  banks  or  should  remain  as  at 
present.  He  had  no  doubt  the  banks  miglit  have 
their  constituents,  whom  they  miglit  desire  to 
have  on  thig  Conmiitiee.  He  might  be  wrong  in 
assuming  this  ;  but  banks  w^ro  human — the  same 
as  individuHls.  It  appeared  to  him  somewhat 
suspicious  that  this  addition  should  be  asked  for, 
more  ei»pecially  coming  from  the  side  it  did.  He 
thought  tlje  Comuiittte  was  quite  large  enough, 
and  wouhl  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  did  not  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Wairarapa  Jiad  given  good  reasons 
why  the  name  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Coleridge  should  be  added  to  this  Committee. 
He  was  sure  no  one  respected  that  honorable 
gentleman  more  than  ho  did,  but  there  was  an 
objection  to  his  appointment  on  this  Committee 
which  no  honorable  member  had  yet  alluded  to. 
If  he  remembered  rightly,  the  lionorable  member 
for  Coleridge,  in  his  addiress  to  the  electors  and 
ill  his  published  speeches,  had  declared  himself  a 
sworn  enemy  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  If 
so,  he  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to  ask  a  gentleman 
who  had  declared  himself  very  po-itively  against 
a  certain  bank  to  take  part  in  this  Conmiittee. 
He  hoped  the  honorable  member  for  Wairarapa 
would  not  press  liis  motion  under  such  circum- 
stances. He  could  not  believe  for  one  moment 
that  the  honorable  member  f«»r  Coleridge  would 
be  willing  to  have  his  name  placed  on  this  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BEETHAM,  in  reply,  said  he  was  not  in 
collusion  either  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
or  with  any  adversaries  of  the  bank  in  this  matter. 
JWr,  Stewart 


He  merely  considered  that,  when  a  Committee 
of  twenty-five  could  not  get  a  quorum  together 
of  five,  it  was  extremely  probable  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  seventeen  would  not  be  able  to  get  a 
quorum  to  assemble.  He  thought  no  opposition 
could  be  offered  to  his  motion,  and  he  saw  no 
reason  at  all  for  withdrawing  it. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

HONORARIUM. 

Mr.  MOSS,  in  moving  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name,  said  he  wotdd  not  trouble  the  House 
at  any  length  with  the  motion  he  now  brought 
forward.  It  was  quite  unnecessary  to  discuss 
the  principles  of  the  motion  at  alL  That  there 
should  be  an  honoratium  in  the  Legislature  of 
New  Zealand  had  been  an  established  practioe 
from  the  earliest  foundation  of  the  colony.  But 
he  thought  that  honorable  members  must  all  be 
tolerably  well  tired  of  tlie  disputes  which  took 
place  at  the  end  of  every  session  as  to  what  the 
amount  of  that  honorarium  should  be.  It  would 
be  very  desirable  if  they  could  avoid  that.  If 
it  were  settled  by  Statute  once  for  all  what  the 
amount  was  to  be,  it  would  be  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  He  did  not  suggest  what  the  amount 
should  be.  He  did  not  propose  to  interfere  with 
that  in  the  least.  Whatever  the  amount  was, 
it  ought  to  be  settled  by  Statute,  so  that  thej 
might  get  rid  of  the  question  being  discussed 
annually. 

Mr.  TOLE  beg(;ed  to  second  the  motion.  Hhe 
only  doubt  that  occurred  to  him  at  the  moment 
was  probably  one  o(  sentiment  more  than  any- 
thing else.  One  did  not  like  to  hear  the  ex- 
pression "  payment  of  members  : "  it  did  not 
sound  well;  but,  still,  he  thought  the  principle 
was  good.  They  must  ultimately  come  to  face 
the  question  properly,  and  call  it  payment  ot 
members,  and  fix  the  amount  by  Statute.  The 
next  point  was,  what  the  amount  should  be. 
They  all  knew  that  the  sessions  were  becoming 
varied  in  length,  some  short,  and  some  probably 
very  long ;  so  that  a  fixed  sum  might  turn  out 
to  be  too  little  or  too  much,  as  the  case  might 
be.  He  thought  they  would  do  well  to  pass  the 
motion,  and  then,  when  the  Bill  came  down, 
they  could  discuss  what  the  amount  should  be, 
and  in  what  manner  to  be  fixed. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  desirable  that 
the  honorarium  to  members  of  the  Legislature 
should  be  settled  by  SUtute."— (Jtfr.  Mom.) 

Mr.  GEORGE  had  great  pleasure  in  support- 
ing this  motion,  and  hoped  it  would  be  carried 
by  a  large  majority,  and  that  the  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  introduce  a  Bill  thia  ses- 
sion to  give  effect  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  GK)vernment  was  prepared 
to  support  this  motion.  The  other  day,  when 
the  question  was  asked  whether  the  GK>vemmeDt 
would  introduce  a  Bill  for  payment  of  members, 
the  Government  replied  that  they  would  not.  He 
drew  a  distinction  between  payment  of  members, 
and  an  honorarium  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
enabUng  members  to  attend  to  their  legislative 
duties  without  loss  to  themselves.  That  was  the 
principle  adopted  in  this  colony  in  the  paat,  and 
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he  trusted  thej  would  adhere  to  it.  In  his 
opinion,  neats  in  the  Legislature  should  he  open 
to  all  ranks  and  classes,  and  with  that  object  in 
yiew  the  honorarium  sjstem  had  been  in  existence 
up  to  the  present  time ;  but  he  did  not  think 
that  such  emoluments  should  be  attached  to  the 
position  as  would  induce  persons  to  seek  election 
for  the  mere  sake  of  those  emoluments.  He  did 
not  understand  that  to  be  the  interpretation  of 
the  motion,  and  therefore  he  would  be  glad  to 
support  it. 

Mr.  FYKE  was  glad  to  hear  what  had  been 
said  by  the  Premier,  and  he  thought  it  was  time 
a  stop  was  put  to  the  display  of  the  little,  cheap 
patriotism  that  took  place  towards  the  end  of 
ererj  session.  He  did  not  remember  a  single 
session  passing  without  some  honorable  members 
getting  up  and  deprecating  the  honorarium,  and 
then  l^ing  the  first  to  rush  down  to  the  Treasury 
to  receive  it.  Speaking  with  regard  to  the  honora- 
rium of  last  session,  he  knew  of  two  instances 
alone  which  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  justify 
the  House  in  making  it  a  statutory  payment.  In 
one  case,  a  gentleman  went  to  his  constituents 
and  on  the  platform  loudly  denounced  the  pay- 
ment of  any  honorarium;  he  declared  that  he 
had  not  touched  a  penny  of  it.  That  gentleman, 
howerer,  was  not  returned,  and,  when  he  found 
be  was  not  returned  again  to  the  House,  he  sent 
up  to  the  Treasury  and  claimed  the  money.  An- 
other honorable  gentleman  went  about  the  lobbies 
declaiming  against  what  he  was  pleased  to  term 
the  rapacity  of  honorable  members.  He  was  a 
Wellington  member,  and  of  course  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  full  amount ;  but  he  took  pains  to 
make  out  that  he  was  a  country  member,  and 
actually  claimed,  though  be  did  not  obtain,  the 
larger  amount.  It  was  really  sickening  to  men 
who  wished  to  keep  the  House  open  to  all  ranks 
and  classes  of  the  community  to  see  some  honor- 
able members  get  up  every  session,  and,  with  a 
display  of  mock  virtue  and  patriotism,  talk  about 
the  rapacity  of  others,  when  they  themselves 
were  the  most  rapacious  of  the  whole  lot. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  was  very  glad  the  Govern- 
ment had  accepted  the  position  of  bringing  down 
this  Bill.  It  was  quite  time  honorable  members 
were  relieved  of  the  invidious  task  of  clamouring 
over  what  that  they  should  receive  as  honorarium. 
It  would  be  within  the  recollection  of  many 
honorable  members  that,  just  before  the  proroga- 
tion and  dissolution  of  the  last  Parliament,  one 
honorable  member  stated  that  it  would  require 
the  whole  of  his  honorarium  to  secure  his  return 
to  the  House.  He  (Mr.  Fisher)  thought  the 
House  had  every  reason  to  congratulate  itself 
upon  the  fact  that  the  gentleman  to  whom  he 
referred  wa^  no  longer  one  of  its  members.  He 
was  quite  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  previous 
speaker  that  it  was  time  honorable  members  were 
relieved  of  the  invidious  duty  of  clamouring  about 
what  the  amount  of  honorarium  should  be.  It 
ought  to  be  on  the  Statute  Book,  so  that  every 
person  would  know  what  he  had  to  receive. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  could  not  understand  the  dis- 
tinction drawn  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier  between 
honorarium  and  payment  of  members.  He  did 
not  know  by  what  kind  of  reMoning  tha  Premier 


conld  try  to  make  out  that  a  good  thing  could  be 
done  by  way  of  honorarium,  and  a  bad  thing  by 
payment  of  members.  The  objection  lo  calling  the 
Bill  **A  Bill  to  secure  the  Payment  of  Members" 
was  an  objection  without  foundation.  There  was 
another  feature  connected  with  the  subject  which 
had  not  been  referred  to  by  previous  speakers. 
They  had  been  told  of  the  patriotism  of  those 
gentlemen  who  voted  against  the  honorarium, 
and  who  afterwards  went  to  their  constituents 
and  made  a  great  point  of  the  fact  that  they  had 
voted  against  it ;  but  he  knew  several  of  them 
who  shook  in  their  shoes  when  they  went  into 
the  lobby  against  it  for  fear  the  motion  would  be 
lost.  But  they  took  the  money,  although  they 
voted  against  the  item.  Ko  matter  what  the 
opinions  of  honorable  members  might  be,  they 
must  feel  that  the  discussions  which  took  place 
upon  the  subject  year  after  year  were  lowering  to 
the  House.  He  felt  perfectly  certain  that  if  the 
Gk>vemment  would  bring  in  a  Bill — they  might 
call  it  what  they  liked — they  would  relieve  the 
House  from  the  recurrence  of  this  discussion 
every  year.  There  might  be  some  question,  when 
the  Bill  came  down,  whether  the  payment  made 
to  members  of  that  House  should  be  distinguished 
from  the  payment  made  to  members  of  the  other 
House. 

Mr.  BROWN  could  not  understand  why  the 
Premier  should  make  such  a  distinction  between 
the  honorarium  and  payment  of  members.  The 
honorarium,  whatever  it  might  be  fixed  at,  and 
whatever  it  might  be  called,  would  have  to  be  paid 
in  one  lump  sum,  while  the  payment  to  members 
would  extend  over  a  period  of  twelve  months  ;  so 
that,  if  a  member  died,  the  country  would  save  by 
the  extended  payment.  The  honorarium,  as  the 
Premier  ought  to  know,  was  fixed  by  resolution  at 
200  guineas,  and  he  did  not  see  how  it  was  to  be 
altered,  except  by  Statute,  in  which  case  it  would 
have  to  be  called  payment  of  members.  The 
Government  should  bring  down  a  Bill  upon  the 
subject  themselves,  and  not  leave  it  to  be  dealt 
with  by  a  private  member. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  he  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
resolution  had  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  he  trusted  that  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  question  would  be  brought  down  on  an  early 
day.  The  point  mentioned  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  would,  no 
doubt,  be  easily  overcome,  and  he  had  merely  to 
add  that  it  was  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  mo- 
tion had  met  with  such  a  favourable  reception. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  SELF-GOVERNMENT. 
Mr.  SUTTON,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  it  related  to  one  of  the  most 
important  questions  that  could  come  before  the 
Parliament.  Local  self-government  was  what  the 
country  wanted.  It  was,  to  his  mind,  of  far 
more  importance  than  the  Triennial  Parliaments 
Bill  and  the  Representation  Bill,  which  had  been 
dangled  before  the  country  for  son^e  time  past. 
Three  weeks  had  elapsed  since  he  gave  notice  of 
the  motion,  and  it  was  therefore  possible  that  for 
want  of  time  nothing  practical  would  be  done  in 
ooniiection  with  the  subject  during  the  present 
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session.  He  would  like  to  see  the  local  governing 
institutions  of  tlie  colony  placed  on  a  more  satisfac- 
tory footing,  and  the  Bjslem  of  local  government 
so  extended  as  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of 
all  public  works,  as  well  as  roads,  hospitals,  and 
charitable  institutions,  because  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  management  of  the  hospitals  and  charit- 
able institutions  was  a  very  proper  duty  for  the 
local  bodies  to  undertake.  They  could  not  carry 
on  very  much  longer  under  the  existing  state  of 
things,  for  the  hospitals  of  the  country  had  been 
very  sadly  neglected,  and  were  now  in  a  position 
which  was  not  at  all  creditable.  The  great  diffi- 
culty was  to  discover  where  the  local  bodies  were 
to  find  the  funds.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
system  of  subsidies  would  have  to  be  done  away 
with,  as  it  was  not  in  the  interests  of  good  govern- 
ment to  take  monej^  from  the  pockets  of  the  rate- 
payers with  one  hand,  and  redistribute  it  to  them 
with  the  other.  The  whole  system  of  local  govern- 
ment would  hare  to  be  simplified.  At  present 
they  had  land-tax  valuers  and  land-tax  collec- 
tors, Road  Board  valuers  and  Road  Board  col- 
lectors, and  county  valuers  and  collectors,  all 
of  them  going  over  the  same  ground  in  many 
cases.  The  sooner  the  Legislature  stepped  in  and 
put  a  stop  to  this  sort  of  thing,  the  better  it 
would  be  for  the  country.  The  only  sources  of 
revenue  that  had  suggested  themselves  to  him 
to  increase  the  revenue  of  local  bodies  were 
the  stamp  duties  arising  from  transactions  in 
land,  and  the  succession  duties.  Owing  to  the 
party  contest  that  had  been  going  on  for  the  last 
few  weeks  he  had  not  had  time  to  calculate  what 
amount  could  bo  raised  from  these  sources,  but 
he  thought  that  all  duties  chargeable  upon  land 
should  be  local  revenue,  and  it  would  be  better 
for  the  local  bodies  that  this  revenue  should  be 
paid  over  by  Act  rather  than  under  the  sub- 
sidy system.  He  was  sure  the  House  would  agree 
that  the  present  system  did  not  work  satisfac- 
torily. They  all  knew  that  the  local  bodies  of 
the  North  Island  had  exhausted  their  resources, 
and  had  got  into  debt  in  anticipation  of  the  sub- 
sidies which  they  had  not  received.  These  sub- 
sidies should  have  been  paid  at  the  beginning  of 
the  financial  year,  but  they  had  now  reached  the 
30th  of  October,  and  the  cheques  for  the  subsidies 
were  just  leaving  the  Government  offices.  The 
local  bodies  should  not  be  made  to  feel  the  effects 
of  the  political  position.  During  the  last  recess 
they  had  seen  the  gentleman  who  was  acting  as 
Colonial  Treasurer  travelling  all  over  the  country 
instead  of  looking  after  its  finances,  and  he  there- 
fore thought  they  should  place  the  revenues  be- 
longing to  these  bodies  absolutely  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  any  Government.  Then  they  should  go  a 
little  further,  and  give  the  local  bodies  power  to 
pate  all  property  within  their  bounds,  including 
Native  and  Government  property.  Church  and 
school  property  should  form  the  only  exception. 
In  the  case  of  Government  property,  if  it  suited 
them  to  keep  the  land  until  it  increased  in  value 
through  the  expenditure  of  the  local  bodies,  it 
was  only  fair  tnat  the  local  bodies  should  rate 
it  and  get  some  return  for  their  improvements. 
The  same  remark  applied  to  Native  land.  If  it 
was  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Goremment  to 
ifr.  Sutton 


exempt  Native  land  from  taxation,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  provide  the  rates  that  should 
be  paid  to  the  local  bodies.  The  local  bodies 
should  not  be  aOected  by  the  politics  of  the 
country.  Their  duties  should  be  confined  to 
raiding  revenue  and  spending  it  for  the  benefit 
of  their  respective  localities;  and  he  was  inclined 
to  think  they  could  do  that  very  much  cheaper 
than  the  House  could  do  it  for  them.  He  wa«  a 
great  advocate  for  local  self-government,  and  he 
hoped  that  next  session  they  would  see  the  ques- 
tion taken  in  hand  and  placed  upon  a  more 
satisfactory  baftis,  so  that  they  would  have  local 
government  in  reality  and  not  in  name.  In  the 
part  of  the  colony  he  came  from  they  had  a  per> 
mi:«sive  Boad  Board  Act,  and  the  consf quence  was, 
that  the  most  wealthy  portions  of  the  district  were 
not  included  in  anj  road  district  at  all,  and  thus 
escaped  the  rates  which  other  districts  had  to  pay. 
He  had  hoped  that  that  defect  in  the  present 
system  would  be  remedied  this  session.  If  the 
Government  could  see  their  way  to  do  it  be 
hoped  they  would  bring  in  a  thoroughly  work- 
able and  substantial  measure,  and  if  they  did  so 
he  felt  sure  the  country  would  give  them  much 
greater  credit  than  it  would  for  passing  all  the 
great  liberal  measures  they  had  had  so  much  talk 
about. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  (1.) 
That  it  is  desirable  that  the  system  of  local  self- 
government  at  present  in  existence  should  be 
so  extended  as  to  provide  for  the  efficient  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  all  public  works 
(excepting  railways  and  harbour  works),  all  hos- 
pitals and  charitable  institutions.  (2.)  That,  in 
order  to  enable  local  bodies  to  carry  out  their 
duty,  it  is  necessary  that  their  revenues  should 
be  incrensed  {a)  by  the  payment,  monthly,  of  all 
duties  collected  in  each  district  as  stamp  duties 
upon  Innd  or  succession  duties;  ijb)  by  increas- 
ing the  maximum  of  general  rates  in  the  case 
of  counties.  (3.)  That  steps  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  counties  and  Boad  Boards  clashing, 
and  to  more  distinctly  define  the  powers  and 
duties  of  each  of  these  bodies.  (4.)  That  the 
GK>vernment  be  requested,  as  early  as  possible,  to 
introduce  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  these 
resolutions  into  effect." — (Mr.  Sutton.) 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  question  raised  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  one  of  very  large  im- 
portance. With  a  great  deal  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  said  he  entirely  agreed ;  but  he 
could  not  agree  with  some  parts  of  the  resolution 
— especially  those  providing  for  paying  over  to  the 
local  bodies  the  stamp  duties  upon  land  and  the 
succession  duties,  which  now  went  into  the  Colo- 
nial Treasury.  The  Government  could  not  sap- 
port  the  honorable  eentleman  in  that  proposition. 
No  one  felt  more  highly  than  himself  the  im- 
portance of  having  our  institutions  for  local  self- 
government  placed  on  the  best  possible  footing, 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  at  the  present  time 
they  were  not  on  such  a  footing.  The  truth  was, 
the  colony  was  in  a  period  of  transition  in  this 
respect.  It  had  lost  institutions  which  in  times 
past,  whatever  their  faults  might  have  been,  were 
well  adapted  to  the  infancy  of  the  country,  and 
did  good  and  valuable  work,  and  the  colony  had 
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not  yet  arrired  at  the  best  substitute  for  them. 
It  was  perfectlj  true,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
said,  tliat  in  many  instances  the  Eoad  Boards, 
where  they  existed,  clashed  with  the  County  Coun- 
cils ;  and  it  would  be  surprising  if  they  did  not, 
because  the  organization  of  the  two  Boards  had 
not  been  such  as  to  make  them  harmonize.  The 
County  Councils  were  established  by  the  G-eneral 
Assembly,  while  the  Boad  Boards  still  rested  in 
many  instances  upon  the  organization  given  to 
them  by  the  Proyincial  Legislatures,  at  a  time 
when  the  existence  of  counties  was  not  contem- 
plated. It  was,  therefore,  no  wonder  that  the 
two  bodies  did  not  harmonize.  He  held  that  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  any  Goremment  which 
remained  in  office  long  enough  to  devote  its  time 
to  something  outside  political  questions,  to  take 
this  matter  in  hand,  and  to  propose  a  compre- 
hensive and  well-considered  measure  providing 
for  the  local  self-government  of  the  colony.  One 
special  feature  of  that  Bill  should  be  harmonizing 
the  organization  of  the  two  bodies,  so  that  they 
might,  where  necessary,  exist  and  work  side  by 
side.  He  did  not  say  that  they  were  both  re- 
quired in  all  cases,  but  in  the  part  of  the  country 
m>m  which  he  came  they  did  exist  side  by  side, 
and  worked  harmoniously.  That  was,  perhaps, 
because  the  County  Councils  had  not  undertaken 
many  public  works,  and  consequently  two  local 
bodies  had  not  been  undertaking  the  same  work. 
The  County  Councils  had  recognized  that  the 
Boad  Boards  had  been  doing  their  work  well,  and 
had  therefore  handed  over  to  them  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  funds  which  came  into  the  Coun- 
cils' hands.  In  that  provincial  district  the  work 
had  been  practically  left  to  the  Boad  Boards ; 
but  there  were  other  parts  of  the  colony  where 
the  physical  features  were  different,  and  where 
he  could  very  well  understand  the  same  system 
would  not  answer.  There  were  districts  in  which 
county  roads  were  required,  traversing,  not  one 
road  district  only,  but  several ;  and  it  was  de- 
sirable that  in  those  cases  such  roads  should  be 
under  the  management  of  the  counties.  It  would 
be  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  give  its  attention 
to  the  subject  during  the  recess.  With  regard 
to  increasing  the  revenue  of  these  bodies,  he  did 
not  know  whether  the  Colonial  Treasurer  pro- 
posed now  to  address  the  House  upon  the  subject, 
but  he  would  rather  leave  it  to  his  honorable  col- 
league to  deal  with  that  question.  He  was  an  old 
member  of  a  Boad  Board  and  Chairman  of  a 
county,  and  was  in  those  capacities  disposed  to 
sympathize  with  the  suggestion  of  the  honor- 
able moTer,  that  it  was  hard  upon  theee  bodies 
that  Government  land  should  be  exentpted  from 
rating.  He  did  not,  howcrer,  speak  as  a  member 
of  the  GoTernment,  and  did  not  know  whether 
he  would  be  able  to  carry  out  his  local  yiews 
upon  the  subject:  but  it  did  seem  yery  hard 
that,  in  those  road  districts  where  large  quantities 
of  Crown  land  and  Native  land  existed,  it  should 
devolve  upon  the  freeholders  of  the  district  to 
proTide  roads  which  would  enhance  the  value  of 
those  lands  and  assist  in  the  sale  of  them.  If  it 
was  not  possible  to  provide  for  that  difficulty  by 

S'ying  distinct  power  to  rate  Crown  lands  and 
atiye  lands,  the  droumstances  should  be  taken 


into  consideration  in  the  distribution  of  the  public 
money  for  public  works.  If  his  honorable  friend 
Miought  it  necessary  to  pre^s  the  motion,  he 
should  feel  bound  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate ;  but  he  hoped  that,  having  called  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  accept  the  assurance  of  the  Government 
that  the  matter  would  not  escape  their  attention 
during  the  recess. 

Mr.  KELLY  sympathized  with  the  mover, 
although  he  could  not  agree  with  the  motion. 
There  were  a  great  many  things  that  the  GoYem- 
ment  could  do  to  simplify  local  government,  and 
among  them  was  especially  the  assimilation  of  the 
yal  nation  of  land  for  colonial  purposes  and  that 
of  land  for  local  purposes.  At  present  there 
were  two  systems  of  valuation,  and  it  would 
simplify  matters  very  much  if  there  were  only  one 
valuation  for  the  two  purposes.  The  country  was 
absolutely  harassed  by  these  annual  yaluations 
for  Boad  Board  purposes  and  for  General  Gx)- 
vernment  purposes,  and  people  should  not  be 
harassed  in  that  way.  He  was  aware  that  in 
England  a  system  of  valuation  had  been  lately 
adopted  that  served  for  both  general  and  local 
purposes,  and  he  thought  the  same  should  be 
done  here.  With  respect  to  a  Local  Government 
Bill,  a  promise  had  been  made  by  each  successive 
Government,  since  the  aboUtion  of  the  proyinces, 
that  one  Boad  Board  Bill  for  the  whole  colony 
should  be  passed ;  but  that  had  not  been  done, 
and  many  districts  had  suflered  great  loss  through 
not  being  able  to  establish  Boad  Boards.  In 
other  places,  also,  the  Koad  Board  system  was 
not  under  proper  regulations  owing  to  the  yerr 
defectiye  Provincial  Ordinances  under  which 
the  Boad  Boards  had  been  established.  Again, 
with  regard  to  Native  lands  throuich  which  roads 
were  made  both  by  County  Councils  and  by  Boad 
Boards,  which  roads  yery  much  enhanced  the 
yalue  of  the  land,  those  lands  paid  nothing  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  roads.  If  it  was  the 
policy  of  the  colony  to  insist  that  Native  lands 
should  not  be  subject  to  ordinary  taxation,  then 
the  Goyemment  should  remunerate  those  Land 
Boards  to  the  extent  that  the  Native  lands  in 
their  district  would  yield  if  rated.  That  was  only 
a  fair  proposition ;  and,  if  the  Goyernment  could 
consider  the  question  in  their  various  votes  for 
Native  purposes,  they  should  do  so.  Again,  with 
regard  to  land  belonging  to  the  Government,  the 
principle  was  recognized  in  England  that  Im- 
perial property  should  be  subject  to  local  taxation. 
If  not  recognized  in  the  ordinary  way,  (»till 
payments  had  b^en  made  to  the  local  bodies, 
which  showed  that  the  principle  was  recognized. 
It  had  also  been  recognized  to  a  certain  extent  in 
this  country,  because  subsidies  were  paid  to  local 
bodies  for  local  purposes.  As  long  as  those  sub- 
sidies were  paid,  he  could  not  see  how  the  local 
bodies  could  claim  that  Government  property 
should  be  rated  ;  but,  when  the  subsidies  ceased, 
then  he  thought  all  Government  land  should  pay 
its  share  towards  the  maintenance  of  roads.  As 
the  Goyernment  had  agreed  to  take  the  whole 
matter  into  consideration  during  the  recess,  it  was 
perhaps  scarcely  worth  while  discussing  it  now ; 
and  he  would  only  say  he  hoped  the  Government 
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would  bring    down   a    comprehensive    measure 
dealing  with  the  whole  suhject  next  session. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD  woiild  move  an  amencU 
ment  which  he  thought  would  meet  the  wishes 
both  of  the  Q-overnment  and  of  the  mover  of  the 
resolution.  The  amendment  he  would  move  was, 
To  omit  all  the  words  after  "increased"  in  the 
second  parugraph;  and  then  the  resolution  would 
simplj  read,  '*That,  in  order  to  enable  local 
bodies  to  carry  out  their  duty,  it  is  necessary 
that  their  revenues  should  be  increased."  That 
was  a  proposition  the  truth  of  which  no  one 
would  deny.  In  many  parts  of  the  colony  it  was 
quite  impossible  for  tlie  County  Councils  to  keep 
the  main  roads  in  repair ;  and  if  the  Government 
could  see  their  way  to  adopt  the  proposition  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton), 
to  enable  Crown  lands  to  be  rated,  even  at  a  low 
rate-charge,  in  those  counties  which  were  now  in 
the  greatest  difficulty,  their  position  would  be 
completely  changed.  Instead  of  such  a  course 
increasing  the  general  charge  upon  the  country, 
he  felt  certain  that  even  the  worst-off  of  these 
counties  would  then  be  able  to  do  with  much 
smaller  subsidies.  It  was  in  places  where  there 
were  great  lengths  of  road  to  keep  in  repair  and 
only  a  small  population  that  the  counties  were  in 
the  greatest  difficulties.  In  some  instances  their 
revenues  bad  been  aided  by  grants  from  the 
General  Assembly,  but  as  a  rule  they  had  to 
maintain  their  roads  out  of  rates,  and  subsidies  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  levied  on  the  inhabi- 
tants. These  roads  were  necessary  to  open  up  the 
waste  lands  of  the  Crown  and  make  them  saleable, 
and  they  were  necessary  to  give  passage  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  another,  but  they  were  not 
of  much  benefit  to  the  districts  themselves.  He 
spoke  as  a  member  of  a  County  Council  in  one 
district  and  abo  as  representing  another  district, 
and  he  could  sav  that  in  those  counties  it  was 
utterly  impossible  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair 
out  of  the  rates  and  subsidies ;  but  if  the 
proposition  of  the  honorable  member  for  Na- 
pier were  adopted  it  would  materially  improve 
their  funds,  and  the  roads  could  be  kept  in 
thoroughly  good  order.  He  fully  recognized 
the  necessity  of  dealing  with  the  question  of 
preventing  the  Boad  Boards  and  County  Coun- 
cils from  clashing.  He  thought  that  might  be 
done  in  many  instances  in  the  way  which  the 
Premier  said  was  adopted  in  the  County  of  Sel- 
wyn  —  namely,  by  the  County  Councils  distri- 
buting the  greater  part  of  its  funds  amongst  the 
Boad  Boards,  and  letting  them  expend  it ;  but 
that  could  not  be  done  in  every  case.  Means 
should  therefore  be  taken  to  prevent  these  bodies 
quarrelling,  and  make  them  work  together  for  the 
common  good.  He  trusted  the  honorable  member 
for  Napier  would  accept  his  amendment,  and  that 
the  Gt)vernment  would  allow  the  resolution,  as 
amended,  to  pass. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  suggested  that  the  mover  of 
the  motion  should  amend  it  by  inserting  the 
words  **  postal  and  telegraphs "  after  the  words 
"  harbour  works  "  in  the  first  paragraph,  so  that 
it  should  read  "  excepting  railways  and  harbour 
works,  and  postal  and  telegraphs." 
Mr.  SUTTON  did  not  think  the  amendment 
Mr.  Kelly 


was  at  all  connected  with  the  question,  ai  those 
departments  were  not  connected  with  public 
works.  He  would  ask  permission  to  withdraw 
the  motion,  after  the  assurance  given  by  the  O-o- 
veriiment  that  they  would  take  the  matter  into 
consideration. 

Mr.  LUNDON  was  in  favour  of  the  motion  as 
it  was.  He  would  be  willini;  to  take  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Waimea  ;  but 
he  thought  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  had  no  meaning. 
He  had  had  some  experience  of  Road  Boards  and 
County  Councils,  and  he  was  very  glad  to  hear 
(he  Premier  say,  as  a  private  member,  that  Crown 
lands  in  counties  ought  to  pay  rates.  K  that 
were  done,  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
counties.  Under  the  Provincial  Government  in 
Auckland,  those  districts  near  the  centres  of 
population  got  a  subsidy  of  only  25  per  cent.,  and 
those  in  the  interior  got  50  per  cent.,  so  that  the 
farther  they  were  away  from  Auckland  the  more 
subsidy  was  given.  That  Act  worked  remarkably 
well,  and  was  most  popular.  With  regard  to  the 
subsidies  now  paid  to  local  bodies,  they  were  told 
that  they  would  get  nothing  after  1880.  If  that 
should  be  the  case,  how  were  the  country  districts 
to  keep  roads,  bridges,  and  ferries  in  repair  ?  It 
would  be  impossible.  If.  however,  Crown  lands 
paid  taxes,  as  was  suggested  by  the  Premier,  he 
thought  the  local  bodies  could  do  very  well  with- 
out subsidies.  Why  should  the  country  subsidize 
boroughs  where  the  Gofemment  had  no  Crown 
lands,  and  where  the  money  given  was  moetlj 
wasted,  since  it  only  went  to  improve  the  pro- 
perty of  private  indiriduals?  In  the  Countj 
of  Hokianga,  the  rates  were  only  £115  or  £116 
a  year,  and  the  expenses  of  the  office  were  £109 
or  £110  a  year.  How  much  was  left  for  the 
improvements  of  the  roads  and  bridges  in  that 
county,  where  the  colony  held  at  present  366,000 
acres  of  land  ?  Those  were  the  places  where  the 
public  money  should  go  to  improre  a  large  public 
estate.  If  they  made  roads  and  bridges  in  coun- 
try districts  people  would  go  to  reside  in  the 
country.  But  when  the  towns  were  made  so 
attractive  people  did  not  care  to  go  into  the 
country.  Of  course,  if  they  spent  monej  in 
counties  where  the  Government  had  valuable 
land  they  would  enhance  the  value  of  that  land, 
and  when  put  up  for  sale  the  money  would  be 
recouped  to  the  Treasury.  Then,  as  another 
instance,  he  would  take  the  County  of  Eden. 
There  were  twenty-three  Highway  Boards  in 
that  county,  and  under  the  Counties  Act  they 
were  well  supplied  with  funds.  The  county  was 
about  twelve  miles  long  by  six  broad — not  the 
size  of  some  of  the  large  farms  in  other  places. 
The  sub:*idieB  amounted  to  about  £6,000  a  year, 
because  the  rateable  property  was  of  great  value ; 
and  all  that  money  went  year  by  year  to  sab- 
sidize  people  who  did  not  want  subsidies,  while 
the  country  districts  were  entirely  neglected.  He 
thought  the  Treasurer  might  take  this  matter 
into  consideration,  because  if  the  money  were 
spent  in  country  districts  he  might  thus  increase 
the  revenue  by  the  better  sale  of  land.  Ko 
matter  how  much  they  spent  in  places  Uke  the 
Countj  of  Eden,  they  could  not  bring  in  one 
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■hilling  more  to  the  rerenae.  He  would  object 
to  the  motion  being  withdrawn,  because  it  was 
the  best  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  that  the  aoremment, 
from  the  various  opinions  expressed,  might  be 
able  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to  the 
amendments  necessarj  in  the  local  gorernment 
Acts.  He  had  had  ten  jears*  experience  of  the 
working  of  the  proTincial  system,  the  Road  Board 
system,  and  the  present  county  system,  and  he 
thought  the  great  evil  lay  in  the  Rating  Act.  In 
Westland  they  had  126  miles  of  main  road,  and 
the  whole  rateable  value  of  the  property  only 
amounted  to  £8,000.  Under  the  Rating  Act,  ail 
lands  unimproved  were  taxed  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent,  on  the  original  cost.  If  improvement  had 
taken  place,  they  had  to  pay  so  much  on  the  value. 
Every  improvement  made  meant  an  increase  in 
the  rates.  He  held  that,  if  an  amendment 
were  made  in  the  Rating  Act,  they  should  pro- 
vide that  where  a  main  road  ran  tli rough  any  of 
this  land  it  should  be  held  to  be  improved  land, 
because  it  was  most  decidedly  improved  in  value. 
If  held  by  the  Crown  or  a  private  individual,  it 
should  pay  so  much  per  annum,  and  power  should 
be  given  to  the  local  bodies  to  tax  it.  Lands 
lying  away  from  roads  might  be  rated  at  a  fair 
percentage,  as  at  present.  If  that  were  done, 
all  lands,  whether  held  by  private  individuals 
for  speculative  purposes  or  by  the  Government, 
would  contribute  a  fair  share  to  the  local  re- 
venue of  the  district.  At  the  present  time,  in 
his  county,  the  whole  of  their  revenue  was  taken 
for  the  maintenance  of  main  roads ;  and  it  was 
found  that  the  land  which  was  improved  in 
value  by  the  construction  of  those  roads  paid 
nothin(7  towards  the  revenue  of  the  district. 
Boad  Boards  and  County  Councils  clashed  at  the 
present  time,  as  there  were  two  bodies  in  one  dis- 
trict where  one  would  be  sufficient.  In  his  dis- 
trict there  had  been  five  different  Road  Boards 
and  a  County  Council,  although  the  latter  body 
could  do  all  that  was  necessary.  The  Road  Boards 
would  not  consent  to  be  divested  of  their  little 
authority,  and  would  not  submit  to  be  merged  in 
the  county.  The  powers  given  under  the  present 
county  system  were  fHllacious.  Sooner  than  be 
merged,  some  of  the  Road  Boards  incurred  pro- 
spective liabilities,  which,  if  they  were  merged 
into  the  county,  would  become  actual  Uabilitits, 
so  tliat  the  county  could  not  possibly  take  them 
ovmr.  There  was  too  much  local  government  in 
New  Zealand.  Between  Jackson's  Bay  and  Grey 
Biver  they  had  altogether  twenty  local  bodies, 
reckoning  Road  BoaHs,  Boroughs,  County  Coun- 
cil, Board  of  Education,  School  Committees,  and 
Waste  Lands  Board.  That  was  within  a  radius 
of  a  hundred  miles.  It  must  be  apparent  to 
honorable  members  that  there  was  too  much 
administration,  and  that  too  much  public  money, 
derived  from  the  people  by  direct  and  indirect 
taxation,  was  spent  in  defraying  the  cost  of  that 
administration.  The  sooner  they  utilized  the  local 
bodies  and  decreased  their  number,  the  sooner 
they  would  have  that  true  system  of  local  self- 
government  which  was  perhaps  intended  when  the 
question  was  first  mooted  and  when  the  provincial 
system  was  abolished.    The  question  raised  by  the 
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honorable  member  for  Napier  was  so  large  a  one 
that  he  felt,  with  the  Premier,  that  at  this  stage 
of  the  session  the  Government  would  not  be  uble 
to  come  forward  with  a  coniprehonf»ive  measure, 
giving  the  people  the  power  of  curtailing  the  num- 
ber of  local  bodies,  concentrating,  if  possible,  the 
local  bodies  in  the  various  districts,  and  devising 
other  means  than  those  now  existing  for  raising 
revenues  for  maintaining  those  b)dies.  Tliere 
were  some  points  in  the  present  Rating  Act  that 
ought  to  be  remedied,  so  as  to  relieve  the  various 
local  bodies  in  different  parts  of  New  Zealand.  If 
the  Government  did  not  acquiesce  in  the  amend- 
ment he  had  indicated,  he  should  consider  it  his 
duty  to  bring  it  forward  himself,  and  ask  the 
House  to  give  the  various  local  bodies  the  powers 
which  he  had  briefly  sketched  out  on  this  uora- 
sion.  The  Act  was  defective,  and  if  the  defects 
were  remedied  the  Westland  County  and  other 
counties  in  the  same  position  could  double  or 
treble  the  revenue  they  now  received.  From  the 
expenditure  of  that  money  the  people  in  the  out- 
lying districts  would  be  able  to  make  roads,  so 
as  to  increase  the  value  of  the  land  ;  and  in  that 
way  an  increased  revenue  would  be  derived.  He 
trusted  the  Government  would  consent  to  amend 
the  Rating  Act  in  the  way  indicated,  so  that 
people  might  have  some  relief  in  the  meantime. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  there  was  ample  power 
in  the  existing  Counties  Act  to  meet  the  eril 
which  the  honorable  member  had  just  referred 
to.  Under  the  present  Act  the  tax  was  paid  on 
the  assessed  value  of  the  land.  Whilst  they  were 
debating  a  measure  which  was  hardly  yet  in  em- 
bryo, the  honorable  member  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  would  perhaps  allow  him  to  make  a 
suge^estion  in  reference  to  an  alteration  in  the 
Rating  Act.  At  present  local  bodies  were  pro- 
hibited from  rating  above  Is.  in  the  pound.  That 
was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  in 
places  where  the  population  was  sparse.  In  the 
district  from  which  he  came,  for  two  years  they 
found  that  they  had  to  tax  themselves  at  the  rate 
of  3s.  in  the  pound.  For  the  last  two  years  they 
had  settled  down  to  levying  a  rate  of  Is.  6d.  in 
the  pound  ;  but  if  the  rate  were  disputed  by  any 
individual  he  felt  that  it  could  not  be  enforced, 
as  they  were  rating  above  the  amount  allowed  bj 
the  Act.  He  did  not  see  why  Is.  in  the  pound 
should  be  fixed  as  the  maximum.  He  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  make  the  maximum  rate 
2s.  6d.  or  3s.  in  the  pound,  and  leave  it  to  the 
discretion  of  the  local  bodies  in  the  various 
localities  to  levy  such  a  rate  as  would  meet 
their  requirements.  In  some  districts  a  tax  of 
4d.  in  the  pound  would  produce  as  much  re- 
venue as  was  required,  while  in  other  districts  a 
rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  meet  the  requirements.  In  any  Bill  brought 
in  to  amend  the  Rating  Act,  he  hoped  the  limit  of 
the  tax  would  be  increased.  There  was  another 
matter  which  he  would  like  the  Government  to 
consider  in  preparing  an  amending  Act.  At  pre- 
sent certain  fees  levied  in  a  district  were  passed 
over  to  the  local  bodies,  such  as  publicans'  Ucense 
fees  and  auctioneers'  license  fees.  In  his  particu- 
lar county  the  auctioneers  carried  on  their  busi- 
ness within  the  oounty — ^they  could  go  anywhero 
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witlun  the  limits  of  the  county.  Ab  a  matter  of 
fact  their  sales  were  mainly  conducted  outside  the 
limits  of  the  borough.  The  whole  of  the  fe0S 
went  to  the  borough,  and  the  county  got  nothing 
at  oil.  A  large  proportion  of  the  revenue  from 
publichouses  was  deriyed  from  the  countiy  people 
on  market-days.  There  was  a  larger  proportion 
of  publichouses  in  the  town  than  in  tlie  country, 
and  the  license  fees  went  to  increase  the  reyenue 
of  the  borough.  He  would  say  that  all  those 
items  of  revenue  should  be  paid  at  onoe  into  the 
Public  Account,  and  a  different  mode  of  dealing 
with  them  adopted.  Each  district  should  get  its 
subsidy,  if  subsidies  were  to  be  continued,  upon 
the  amount  of  taxes  levied  within  the  district. 
It  would  be  more  equitable  if  these  fees  were  paid 
direct  into  the  public  exchequer,  and  the  sub- 
sidies to  district  bodies  enlarged.  In  the  part  of 
the  country  from  which  he  came  they  had  not  ex- 
periended  any  clashing  between  the  Road  Boards 
and  County  Council.  The  County  Council  dealt 
with  the  main  roads,  and  the  Road  Boards  with 
the  local  roads.  From  his  personal  experience, 
he  did  not  think  there  was  any  necessity  for  a 
ehange  in  the  law  in  that  direction  ;  but  with  re- 
gard to  the  points  to  which  he  had  alluded  he 
thought  there  was  a  necessity  for  some  chanffo 
being  made.  He  trusted  the  Govemment  would 
giro  consideration  to  them  when  preparing  the 
proposed  measure.  In  Tiew  of  such  a  measure 
Doing  brought  forward  by  the  Gbvemment,  the 
honorable  member  for  Napier  might  consider  the 
suggestion  made  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  MONTGK)M£RY  moved  that  the  debate 
b#  adjourned  until  that  day  month. 

Debate  adjourned. 

GOLD  DUTY. 

ADJOUBKBD  DBBATS. 

The  adjourned  <  debate  was  resumed  on  the 
^^stion.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
gold  duty  should  be  reduced  by  Is.  per  ounce. 

Mr.  rYKE  said  it  would  be  well  known  to 
many  honorable  members  that  on  several  occa- 
sions he  had  opposed  the  abolition  of  the  gold 
duty.  He  had  expressed  the  same  opinions 
before  his  constituents  on  the  subject  as  he 
had  maintained  in  this  House.  The  mining  in- 
dustry was  not  what  it  formerly  was  in  New 
Zealand,  and  he  was  prepared  to  admit  that  it 
required  some  relief  from  the  burden  of  taxation 
imposed  upon  it.  He  could  not  agree  with  the 
original  motion,  nor  with  the  amendment;  but 
he  was  prepared  to  submit  a  compromise  to  the 
House  which  he  thought  would  suit  all  parties. 
He  would  say  that,  having  strongly  in  Tiew  the 
effect  which  the  reduction  or  a&Ution  of  the 
gold  duty  would  have  upon  those  local  bodies 
which  at  present  received  the  rerenue  —  and 
there  were  many  members  of  those  local  bodies 
in  the  House— he  would  not  propose  any  measure 
ealoulated  to  injuriously  affect  them.  Neverthe- 
less justice  must  be  done  to  one  of  the  industries 
which  had  rendered  New  Zealand  prosperous 
and  populous.  He  trusted  no  opposition  would 
be  raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  OoUing- 
wood,  the  honorable  members  for  Hokitika,  or 
th«  GoTemment,  to  the  oompromiie  ho  would 
Colonsl  TrimbU 


propose.  He  would  more,  That  the  words 
"  one  shilling  "  be  struck  out,  and  the  word  '*  iix« 
pence"  be  substituted  in  lieu  thereof;  and  that 
the  following  words  be  added  to  the  original 
motion  :  "  per  annum,  commencing  on  the  lafc 
January,  1880,  imtil  abolished  in  1884."  That 
was  a  reduction  which  the  local  bodies  might 
well  afford  to  bear.  He  was  bound  to  refer  to 
what  he  might  term  the  compact  of  1876.  At 
that  time  the  proposal  was  inade  by  Sir  Julius 
Yogel,  and  accepted  by  the  Gold  Fields  mem- 
bers, that,  on  condition  of  allowing  the  gold 
duty  to  remain  intact,  no  taxation  whatever 
should  be  levied  on  mining  property ;  and  that 
condition  was  embodied  in  the  2nd  subsection  of 
section  37  of  the  Rating  Act  of  1876,  whi^ 
exempts  from  the  operation  of  the  Aet  *'  Laods^ 
including  buildings  and  improTements  thereon, 
held  under  lease,  license,  or  other  authority 
from  the  Crown,  for  gold-mining  purposes,  otbsr 
than  so  far  as  the  surface  may  be  used  or 
occupied  for  other  than  such  purposes."  Should 
his  amendment  be  carried  it  was  only  fair 
that  that  provision  should  be  repealed.  In  his 
own  part  of  the  country  there  was  no  doobt 
that  those  who  would  derire  the  greatest  benefit 
from  the  abolition  of  the  gold  doty  would  be  the 
large  companies.  They  employed  a  large  number 
of  men,  and  as  they  held  their  ground  principcdly 
under  mining  leases  they  did  not  pay  for  miners' 
rights.  It  was  not  requisite  that  they  sbocdd  do 
BO.  So  far  as  these  companies  were  eonoeraod, 
the  indiyidual  miners  reeeired  no  benefit;  thsj 
were  employed  as  men  would  be  employed  in 
other  industries.  He  did  not  say  to  what  extent 
it  would  be  wise  or  prudent  to  tax  mining  pro- 
perty. Where  large  capital  was  iuTested,  that 
capital  should  pay  towards  local  taxation,  inaa- 
much  as  the  companies  deriyed  benefit  from  the 
local  expenditure.  A  tax  could  be  imposed  on 
mining  machinery,  buildings,  and  other  property, 
without  in  any  way  affecting  the  working  miners. 
He  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  honorabls 
gentlemen  on  the  Gk)Temment  benches  whether 
they  were  prepared  to  agree  to  his  proposal.  It 
would  give  great  relief  to  the  mining  industry 
of  the  colony,  which  undoubtedly  required  some 
assistance  and  relief  from  the  burden  now  im- 
posed upon  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable  member 
would  not  be  in  order  in  going  back  to  the  ori- 
ginal motion,  as  the  amendment  thMson  was  now 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  would  suggest  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon)  to 
withdraw  his  amendment,  so  as  to  allow  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  lor  Donstaa 
to  be  received. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  leaTo  to  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  PYKE  moved  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MASTERS  hoped  honorable  m«nben 
would  consider  this  question  in  all  its  bearmgs 
before  accepting  any  reduction  of  the  gold  du^ 
until  other  means  were  adopted  of  subsidizing 
County  Councils.  He  could  understand  honor- 
able members  representing  constitnimries  notoon* 
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neeted  with  gold  fields  looking  at  this  matter  as 
one  not  worth j  of  much  consideration ;  but  at 
the  present  time  it  was  one  of  very  great  import- 
ance to  County  Councils  in  gold-fiflds  districts. 
He  might  refer  to  the  last  return  issued  by  tiie 
Orey  County  Council,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  total  ordinary  rerenue,  irrespectire  of 
special  grants  and  subsidies,  for  the  year  end- 
ing 31st  March  last  was  £11,000.  The  gold  duty 
for  the  same  period  amounted  to  £3,800,  thus 
constituting  fully  one-third  of  the  revenue.  Con- 
sidering that  the  Grey  County  Council  was  now 
hearily  in  debt,  and,  for  want  of  funds,  quite 
unable  to  execute  many  small  public  works  ur- 
gently required,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  provide  further  means  of  increasing  tlie  reve- 
nue. This  was  not  the  time  to  consider  any 
matter  involving  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  in 
any  form.  The  same  remarks,  he  thought,  would 
apply  to  other  County  Councils  on  the  West 
(X>ast.  They  would  certainly  apply  to  the  Inanga- 
hua  County  Council.  He  had  received  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Chairman  of  the  Gbey  County 
Council  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Inangahua 
County  Council,  expressing  great  alarm  at  the 
proposed  reduction,  and  hoping  that  the  Gold 
Fields  members  would  in  every  possible  way  op- 
pose this  measure.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
these  County  Councils  had  little  or  no  land  revenue 
to  receive,  while  a  heavy  expenditure  was  incurred 
in  the  maintenance  of  roads,  tracks,  and  bridges. 
Those  acquainted  with  the  West  Coast  would  be 
aware  that  it  was  no  unusual  thing,  during  one 
of  the  heavy  floods  that  frequently  occurred,  for 
a  number  of  bridges  to  be  washed  away,  and 
great  damage  done  to  roads.  In  fact,  the  powers 
of  the  County  Councils  were  taxed  to  their  ut- 
most extent.  The  main  roads  were  originally 
constructed  on  such  a  narrow  gauge  that  it  was 
impossible  for  two  vehicles  to  pass  each  other. 
The  maintenance  of  these  roads  necessitated  a 
continual  heavy  expenditure.  A  number  of  men 
were  constantly  employed  in  keeping  the  roads 
open  for  traffic.  There  were  many  other  works 
thrown  upon  the  County  Councils  which  pressed 
▼ery  heavily  upon  their  funds,  and  they  looked 
with  alarm  at  the  introduction  of  any  measure 
which  would  curtail  the  ordinary  sources  of 
revenue.  Apart  from  these  considerations,  he 
would  be  strongly  in  favour  of  the  reduction  or 
abolition  of  the  gold  duty.  For  several  reasons 
he  looked  upon  it  as  an  obnoxious  tax.  It  was 
a  tax  that  fell  heavily  on  one  class  of  the  com- 
munity— on  the  miners,  who  were  already  very 
heavily  taxed.  He  was  very  glad  to  see  that  a 
Bill  was  to  be  introduced  for  the  reduction  of 
the  cost  of  miners'  rights.  As  the  mining  com- 
panies were  benefited  by  the  expenditure  of  the 
pobUo  money,  it  was  only  proper  that  they 
should  be  taxed  in  some  form,  and  he  thought 
a  tax  in  the  least  objectionable  form  should  be  im- 
posed, especially  if  it  only  affected  those  com- 
panies to  the  amount  of  the  gold  they  produced. 
Taking  all  these  matters  into  consideration — con- 
sidering that  the  funds  of  the  County  Councils 
could  not  at  the  present  time  be  in  any  way 
curtailed  without  aifeoting  their  usefulness— jie 
hoped  honorable  members  would  well  weigh  this 


subject  in  their  minds,  and  oppose  the  proposed 
reduction  of  the  gold  duty. 

Mr.  BEID  said  that,  while  admitting  thot  there 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  sound  argument  ia 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Grey 
VuUey  (Mr.  Masters),  he  was  disposed  to  support 
the  solution  of  the  difficulty  which  had  been  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan — 
namely,  the  yearly  reduction  of  the  gold  duty  by 
6d.  per  ounce,  extending  over  a  period  of  four 
years.  He  thought  this  solution  would  be  much 
more  acceptable  than  anything  else  that  had  been 
suggested.  He  knew  that  the  great  difficulty  in 
dealing  with  this  question  was  this  :  what  was  to 
be  substituted  as  county  revenue  if  the  gold  duty 
were  withdrawn  ?  He  could  bear  out  the  remarks 
which  were  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Grey  Valley,  who  said  that  he  had  recived  a 
telegram  from  the  Innngahua  County  Council 
agaiubt  the  abolition  of  the  gold  duty.  He  (Mr. 
Keid)  had  receifed  the  following  message  from 
the  Mayor  of  Hokitika  and  a  member  of  the 
County  Council : — 

"  It  is  a  serious  thing  to  abolish  the  gold  duty, 
which  comprises  nine-tentlis  of  the  county  reve- 
nue. How  on  earth  are  the  roads,  tracks,  and 
bridges  of  this  immense  country  to  be  maintained, 
if  the  main  source  of  revenue  is  cut  away  ?  We 
must  close  the  county  office,  if  this  becomes  law. 
No  one  complains  of  the  tax  here,  which  is  a  fair 
one:  £5,000  of  every  £6,000  received  by  the 
county  is  for  gold  duty." 

There  was  no  doubt  that  this  special  taxation 
must,  in  the  course  of  time,  be  done  away  with. 
It  was  unfair  to  the  mining  communities  that 
they  should  have  to  support  their  counties  in  this 
way  by  paying  special  taxation,  when  railways 
and  other  public  works  were  maintained  out  of 
the  general  revenue.  .  He  could  not  but  agree 
with  the  remarks  made  during  this  di«cu«8ion  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Totara,  when  he  pointed 
out  the  diiference  between  the  roads  made  on  the 
gold  fields,  and  the  railway  works  couipleted  in 
the  more  settled  districts.  The  difi'erence  between 
the  two  sides  of  the  South  Island  was  this :  that 
the  people  on  the  West  Coast  had,  in  one  county 
alone,  152  miles  of  road  to  maintain  out  of 
county  revenue,  or,  they  might  say,  out  of  gold 
revenue  almost  entirely,  whereas,  when  the  publio 
works  and  imuiigratiun  policy  was  introduced,  the 
railways  were  to  be  constructed  out  of  the  bor- 
rowed uioney,  and  maintained  out  of  the  general 
revenue.  The  gold-mining  industry,  he  thought, 
was  one  that  had  not  been  fully  appreciated  or 
attended  to  in  past  years  by  that  Hou.xe.  He 
thought  the  returns  already  laid  on  the  table 
showed  that  the  amount  of  gold  exported  from 
the  colony  within  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen  years 
was  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  liability  of  the  colony 
twice  over.  This  was  a  fact  that  ought  to  be 
borne  in  mind  in  dealing  with  this  industry. 
He  met  with  some  statistics  the  other  day  in 
reference  to  the  district  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  represent,  and  he  found  figures  which  were 
perfectly  astonishing.  Between  1865  and  1875 
they  exported  from  one  port  alone  of  the  West 
Coast  (Hokitika)  £7,440,9:^  sterling  value  of 
gold  i  and  he  would  also  point  out  that  the  gold- 
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mining  industry,  instead  of  decreasing,  witliin  the 
last  tliree  \  ears  had  been  rapidlj  increasing.  In 
that  parti'ulap  district,  in  187(5,  tbej  exported 
gold  of  the  sterling  value  of  £141,918;  in  1877 
there  was  an  increase  of  nearly  £70,000,  the  value 
being  £:2I3,616  ;  and  in  1878  there  was  again  an 
increase,  the  total  value  being  £2'J3,0H8.  And 
making  up  the  returns  for  the  first  eight  monihs 
of  the  present  year,  he  found  that  the  total  value 
of  the  gold  exported  from  Ilokitika  was  no  less 
than  £163,242;  thus  showing  that,  whilo  the 
colony  within  the  past  year  had  been  suflering 
from  severe  depression,  the  gold-niining  industry 
in  that  particular  part  of  the  district  had  been 
gradually  increasing.  He  thought,  if  a  little  more 
attention  were  paid  by  that  llouoe  to  the  gold- 
mining  industry  of  the  coloity,  they  would  see 
very  few  meetings  similar  to  that  held  recently 
in  VVel  inuton,  of  people  seeking  employment. 
He  would  support  the  reduction  of  sixpence,  as 
the  best  solution  of  the  question  now  under  con- 
sideration- 
Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that,  before  the  question 
was  put,  he  would  like  to  i»ay  a  few  words.  He 
now  Inippened  to  be,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life, 
a  gold-Uelds  member.  For  many  years  he  was 
connected  with  the  Thames  Gold  Field,  and  in 
that  House  he  had  on  many  occasions  given  his 
support  to  the  re  luction  of  the  gold  duty.  Since 
the  alieration  which  hud  taken  place  consequent 
upon  the  aboliiion  of  the  provinces,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  this  gold  duty  hail  assumed  a  differ- 
ent a.*pect  altogether.  It  was  now  the  property 
of  the  local  bodies.  In  abolishing  that  duly  the 
House  was  not  giving  away  funds  that  belonged 
to  it,  but  the  funds  of  the  local  people;  and  it 
was  quite  likely  that,  in  two  or  three  years  after 
the  abolition  of  the  duty,  the^e  local  bodies  would 
come  to  the  Houce  and  say,  *'  You  have  abolished 
this  duty :  make  it  up  in  some  other  shape." 
What  they  ought  to  do,  as  a  far  better  tom- 
promis>e,  would  be  this:  to  pass  a  Bill  in  such  a 
shape  that  the  local  bodies  would  have  power  tg 
lower  the  duties,  if  they  thouj^ht  proper.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  Thames  people  re- 
garded the  abolition  of  the  gold  duty  in  a  favour- 
able li^ht.  It  was  quite  true  they  did  not  re- 
ceive the  same  revenue  as  the  Councils  did  on 
the  West  Coast  Gold  Field,  because  the  Thames 
Gold  Field  was  the  freehold  property  of  the 
Katives,  who  received  a  large  portion  of  the  reve- 
nue which  in  other  places  would  go  into  the 
hands  of  the  local  bodies.  He  thought  that,  if 
they  abolished  the  duly  at  the  Thames  absolutely, 
the  House  must  make  some  provision  to  make  up 
for  it ;  otherwise  they  would  not  be  able  to  main- 
tain ihe  roads  under  the  severe  traflic  to  which 
they  were  subjecti'd.  He  would  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  more  fully  upon  the  nmtter 
when  the  Bill  to  give  effect  to  the  reduction 
came  down. 

Mr.  HE  LAUTOUR  did  not  think  the  permis- 
sivo  principle  suggested  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber lor  thw  Thames  would  be  quite  fair.  Any 
county  which  happened  to  have  an  extraneous 
source  of  revenue  and  a  rich  Land  Fund,  or  which 
bordered  on  another  county  having  a  rich  Land 
Fundi  would  be  at  a  great  advantage;  but  a 


poor  county  that  bad  to  struggle  with  the  main* 
tenance  of  heavy  main  roads  really  could  not 
adopt  that  principle,  and  they  would  be  obliged 
to  keep  up  the  tax  on  the  utiners  to  the  fullest 
possible  strain.  The  truth  was,  that  local  financ* 
had  broken  down  altogether  in  the  county  sya- 
tem,  and  it  was  admitted  that  there  mii»t  be 
some  readjustment.  The  Government  itself  ad- 
mitted that  day  that  a  readjustment  was  neces- 
sary. That  being  so,  he  thought  the  proposal 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan  was  a 
fair  one.  He  knew  that,  in  the  face  of  all  these 
difficulties  through  sliortnei'S  of  finance,  the  coan- 
tie.4  in  Olago  had  passed  resolutions  advocating  the 
abolition  of  this  duty,  prepared  to  face  all  diffi- 
culties rather  than  keep  up  what  was  felt  to  be 
an  oppressive  tax  in  districts  where  the  earnings 
of  the  people  were  not  revy  great.  If  i  he  earn- 
ings of  the  people  inhabiting  the  district  affected 
were  large,  the  matter  would  be  different ;  but  the 
bulk  of  the  counties  were  populat4>d  by  a  class 
who  merely  made  sufficient  for  a  livelihood,  and 
it  was  upou  that  class  that  the  tax  was  Tery 
oppressive.  He  thought  that  if  the  Govemtneut 
could  meet  them  nith  this  gradual  reduction  it 
would  be  a  fair  compromise.  The  gold  ^atj 
itself  would  not  make  those  arterial  r^ds  which 
were  necessary  in  gold-fields  districts.  He  would 
be  glad  to  see  this  gradual  reduction  carried  out. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  this  was  the  time  for  per- 
mispive  fiills,  and  he  was  just  going  to  rise  when 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  got  up  in 
his  place,  aud,  in  much  better  language  than  he 
(Mr.  Murray)  could  command,  proposed  the  a<top- 
tion  of  the  permissive  prmciple  in  this  matter. 
They  were  all  in  favour  of  local  self-goTem- 
ment,  and  he  thought  it  right  to  allow  the  seTeral 
districts  to  dispense  with  this  gold  duty  if  thej 
thought  fit  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SKDDON  said  no  arguments  had   been 
brought  against  the  amendment  now  before  the 
House.      The  honorable  member  for  Grey  Valley 
(Mr.  Masters)  informed  the  House  (hat  he  had 
been  telegraphed  to   and  asked  to  oppose  this 
measure,   but  the  latter  part  of  the  reuiarka  of 
the  honorable  member  clearly  showed  that  there 
was  a  claim  for  this  reduction.      He,  too,   had 
received  a  telegram  asking  him  not  to  support 
this  motion  because  it  would  certainly  injure  the 
financial  position  of  the  local  bodies.      His  replj 
was,  that  he  would  see  that  just  provision  was  made 
for  the  deficiency  of  revenue.     It  was  well  that 
the  House  should  know  that  there  were  large  leases 
held  by  companies,  which  got  enormous  proSts, 
but  paid  really  nothing  to  the  revenue  of    the 
district — nothing  in   proportion  to   what   thej 
would  pay  if  they  were  to  be  taxed  the  same  as 
all  other  property — farms  and  business  placee  : 
if  they  were  taxed  on  annual  value  they  would 
contribute  far  more  to  the  revenue  than  what 
they  had  been  doing.     No  distinction  had  been 
made  between   these  large  companies   and  the 
ordinary  gold-miner,  who  was  most  affected  bj 
the  gold  duty.      The  ordinary  miner  only  earned 
about  £.i  a  week,  and  he  paid  £2  per  annum  as 
a  special  tax.     He  thought  it  was  full  time  a 
change   should   take   place,  and  that  the  ordi- 
nary miner  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  so 
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much  in  the  way  of  special  taxation.  With 
regard  to  the  telegram  from  the  Mayor  of 
Hokitika,  sajing  that  it  was  not  the  wish  of  that 
district  that  this  gold  duty  sliould  be  abolished, 
he  might  say  that  he  stood  there,  and  his  col- 
league, too,  to  give  a  positive  denial  to  that,  be- 
cause, when  the  election  was  going  on,  each  of 
them  on  the  hustings  was  asked  the  question,  and 
pledged  himself  to  support  the  reduction  of  the 
gold  duty.  The  fact  of  their  being  in  the  House 
save  a  denial  to  that  statement,  aud  he  therefore 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  tliat  it  was  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  fact.  Three-fourths  of  the  people 
in  the  district  were  gold-miners,  whose  wages 
averaged  about  £2  per  week ;  and  it  was  not  likely 
they  would  ask  to  keep  up  a  tax  upon  themselves 
of  £2  per  annum.  Of  course  every  district  was 
differently  situated.  In  the  case  of  the  Thames, 
it  seemed  that  the  miner's  right  fees  went  to  the 
Natives,  and  the  gold  duty  to  the  City  Council, 
and  the  member  for  tliat  district  (Mr.  Sbeehan) 
proposed  the  adoption  of  the  permissive  principle. 
He  (Mr.  Seddon)  objected  to  that  principle, 
as  it  always  resulted  in  failure.  The  Counties 
Act  was  an  example  of  that,  and  he  was  inclined 
to  think  that  the  Qrej  County  Council,  which 
was  composed  of  gentlemen  who  did  not  them- 
selves suffer  from  it,  would  prefer  to  keep  the 
gold  duty  in  force.  Of  course  that  would  send 
all  the  gold  into  the  County  of  Westland,  if  the 
duty  was  abolished  there,  and  the  Grey  County 
would  very  soon  be  glad  to  come  to  terms.  How- 
ever, when  the  Bill  was  iutroduced  to  give  effect 
to  this  resolution — and  he  would  introduce  it  him- 
self if  necessary — he  hoped  the  House  would  see 
that  the  time  had  come  to  affirm  the  principle. 
Two  years  ago  the  last  6d.  per  ounce  was  paid  in 
New  South  Wales,  and  he  hoped  the  duty  would 
be  finally  abandoned  here. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  he  brought  forward  the  motion 
because  he  had  felt  that  the  miners  should  have 
some  relief  in  this  matter,  although  there  might 
be  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject  between 
the  settlers  and  the  miners.  The  miners  felt 
that  they  were  at  a  disadvantage :  not  that  they 
complained  so  much  of  the  tax,  but  they  found 
that  they  received  little  or  no  advantage  from  the 
expenditure  of  the  money.  Most  of  the  works 
were  carried  out  under  the  Road  Board,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  were  not  elected  by  the  miners ; 
and  they  were  therefore  compelled  to  assist  iu  the 
maintenance  of  a  system  over  which  they  had  no 
controL  His  own  district  was  very  much  like  the 
Thames  in  this  respect :  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
miners'  rights  fees  went  to  the  Natives  in  the 
District  of  West  Wangsnui.  The  local  body  of 
the  district  had  not  communicated  with  him  on 
the  subject,  but  he  felt  assured  that  a  great  part 
of  the  people  in  the  district  would  object  to  the 
loss  in  revenue,  and  it  was  no  doubt  a  matter  for 
g^ve  consideration  how  the  loss  should  be  made 
good.  There  were  the  people  who  were  inter- 
eeted  in  keeping  it  up;  but  there  was  another 
■eotion  of  the  community  whose  interest  it  was 
to  see  it  removed.  He  hoped,  however,  that  the 
tettlement  of  the  district  would  progress,  so  that 
before  long  the  loss  to  the  revenue  would  not 
be  felt.    He  had  not,  when  he  first  moved  in  the 


matter,  thought  of  a  total  abolition,  but  only  of 
a  partial  relief ;  but  the  tax  was  a  very  burden- 
some one,  and  he  would  not  object  to  see  it  alto- 
gether removed.  They  could  settle  the  details 
when  the  Bill  was  before  them.  He  would  be 
willing  to  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SP£IQHT  agreed  that  it  was  best  to  re- 
duce the  tax  by  degrees,  as  its  total  and  sudden 
abolition  might  operate  injuriously  upon  the 
public  works  in  certain  districts.  There  could 
be  no  two  opinions  as  to  the  injustice  of  the  tax 
as  a  tax.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Mr.  Sheehan)  proposed  that  the  abolition  should 
be  permissive.  He  would  like  to  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman  whether  he  would  be  prepared  to 
introduce  the  permissive  principle  in  the  matter 
of  allowing  the  local  bodies  to  rate  mining  pro- 
perty ;  because  the  want  of  that  power  was  the  only 
argument  for  the  maintenance  of  the  gold  duty. 
The  real  trouble  was,  that  men  engaged  in  this 
industry  had  to  face  difficulties  which  persons  con- 
nected with  other  industries  had  not  to  face,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  had  given 
a  fair  explanation  of  this.  They  had  to  pay  for 
their  miners'  rights,  and  this  revenue  did  not  go 
to  the  local  body.  They  had  to  pay  fees  to  the 
Government  for  every  piece  of  ground  they  took 
up  under  lease,  and  in  every  possible  way  the 
miner  had  to  contribute  to  the  revenue  of  the 
di»trict  in  which  he  lived.  Why  then  should  this 
industry  be  taxed  above  all  others?  Mining 
had  now  become  a  permanent  industry — it  was 
not  one  that  could  be  started  to-day  and  aban- 
doned to-morrow;  and  the  people  engaged  in  it 
ought  to  be  placed  on  a  par  with  other  people. 
The  real  way  out  of  the  difficulty  was  to  give  the 
local  bodies  the  right  to  tax  mining  property — ^not 
the  surface  area,  but  the  plant;  and,  when  they 
did  that,  the  cry  against  the  abolition  of  the  gold 
duty  would  disappear  altogether. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  '  one  shilling  * 
stand  part  of  the  question,"  and  negatived. 

Question  put,  **That  the  word  *  sixpence'  be 
inserted ;  "  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 


Ayes 

Noes 

Majority  for 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 


39 
17 

22 


Atx8. 


Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Shnmski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
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•  Kr.  Reader  Wood. 
'  TelUrs, 

I  Mr.  Pjke, 
I  Mr.  Seddon. 

NoiB. 

Mr.  Stewut, 
Mr.  Siudholme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Thomaon, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Wright 

AlUrg, 
Mr.  Eellj, 
Mr.  Matten. 


Mr.  H.  Hirtt, 
Mr.  IreUnd, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Montgomerj, 

Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Saunden, 
Mr.  Sejniottr, 
Mr.  Biohardaon, 

The  amendment  waa  oontequentlj  agreed  to, 
and  the  retolntion,  amended  aa  folJowa,  agreed 
to:  "That,  in  the  opinion  of  thia  Home,  the 
gold  dutj  should  be  reduced  by  sixpence  per 
annum,  commencing  on  1st  January,  1880,  until 
abolished  in  1884." 

NBW  BIYEB  PILOT.STATION  BB9EBT£ 
BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  thia  BilL 
Mr.  SHRIMSKX  mored,  That  the  Chairman 
leare  the  chair. 

Question  put,  **  That  I  do  leare  the  ohair  i" 
upon  which  a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayea        U 

Noea        40 


Migority  against. 


26 


Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Q-eor|^, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  AUwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Csptain  Colbeok, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 


ATB8. 

Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.Tole. 

TeUert. 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shrimski 

KOBt. 

Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Oliror. 
Mr.  Ormund, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rollestoo, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 


Mr.  Oisbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hitlop, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurat, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.KeUy, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McCaugfaan, 


Mr.  Tomoanft, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Tumbull, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  Hursthonse. 


The  motion  was  oonseqoently  negatired. 
Bill  reported  with  amendments. 

WELLINGTON  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  tliis  Bill. 

Clause  7. — First  appointment  by  the  GoTemor. 

Mr.  G£ORG£  mored  the  additbn  of  the 
following  words :  **  Members  of  the  Board  ap- 
pointed by  the  GoTemor,  whose  term  of  appoint* 
ment  shall  hare  expired,  shall  not  be  eligible  for 
reappointment  by  the  Go?emor  until  the  expira- 
tion of  one  year  thereafter." 

Qoestion  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  there  added;"  upon  which  a  diriaion 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         9 

Noea        .-        29 


Majority  against . 


Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 


20 

Atbs. 

Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Wright. 

TelUn, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  W.  f.  Hurst. 

Noss. 


Mr.  Allwright,  Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Anrlrews,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Bain,  Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Mr.  Beetham,  Mr.  Oliver, 

Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Finn,  Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  Stodholme, 

Mr.  Ginbome,  Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  HaU.  Mr.  Tumbull, 

Mr.  H.  Hirst,  Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Hursthouse,  Mr.  Whitaker. 

Mr.  Kelly,  Teller*. 

Mr.  Lundon,  Mr.  Levin, 

Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Richardson. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutea  past 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


END  OF  THE  THIBTY-SECOND  VOLUME. 
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